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PREFACE. 

The Letters in this small volume, descriptive of a trip 
across the l!:31anci, in company with His Excellency, Sir 
JOHN H. GLOVER, and alF;o of a visit to the Mining Region, 
appeared originalJy in the columns of the Toronto Globe, 
and are now, at the urgent request of many friends, reprint­
ed in a more permanent form. l\ly hope is that they may 
help to diffu~e some correct information regarding a coun­
try of which little is yet known in other lands; and may 
tend to give to the people of Newfoundland :l, firmer confi­
dence in the future of this fine Island. 

The lecture on "Tms NEWFOUNDLAND OF Ouns" ,vns 
published last year, and a large ed~tion was exhausted in a 
few days. It is so often inquirecl for, that I hftve hPe11 in­
duced to incluclP it in this puh]iratio11. 

\I. H. 





LETTER }""IRST. 

Since his arrival in N ewfoundJand Sir John Hawley 
Glo7er, G. C. M. G., Governor of this colony, has spent a 
portion of each year in visiting the various districts and 
settlements, in order to make himself acquainted with the 
character, modes of life, and wants of the people, and the 
capabilities of the country over which he rules. The deep 
interest which he takes in the prosr,erity and progress of 
the colony has led him to undm,take these journeys, which 
generally entail no small pers011al sacrifice in a country 
such as this, where the means of locomotion are so limited 
and imperfect. The warm-hearted people of Newfoundland 
tully appreciate the efforts of their energetic Governor to 
advance their interests, and wherever he goes receive him 
with the most cordial welcomes. The best results attend 
this kindly, sympathetic intercourse. The poorest fisher­
man understands that the representative of Royalty takes 
an interest in his welfare, and wishes to improve hi:; con­
dition, and has visited his humble homestead with a view 
of ascertaining how this can be best accomplished. All are 
stirred up to more energetic action and patriotic effort when 
they listen to the words of an ex;ierienced, practical leader, 
whose sharp glance takes in the vast capabilities of their 
country, and who has a firm belief that it is ente1fog on a 
career of pro,Qress which will place it high among its sister 
Provinces. It is in this way that a Governor can accom­
plish an incalculable amount of good-by kindling patriotic 
feeling, promoting a right spirit among the people, and 
pointing out the path of progress. Sir John Glover's pop· 
ularity here is deservedly great. Not satisfied with the 
enjoyment of inglorious ease within the walls of Govern­
ment House, he voyages and travels in order to see with his 
own eye~ what is the condition of the people and the coun­
try. The com~equence is that public improvements of vari­
ous kinds are pushed forward energetically; a railway 
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survey has been carried out; one hundred and eighty mile .. 
of telegraphic extension have just been completed, connect­
ing the east and west coasts, together with the mining re­
gion, with the capital; and the project of a graving dock 
in St. John's has been started under favorable auspices 
through the efforts of the Governor. Many other minor 
improvements might be named, but these will suffice to 
show the spirit in which Sir John Glover acts while presi­
ding over the destinies of Newfoundland. He is not satis­
fied with visiting the portions of the Island already settled, 
but he loves to plunge into the untrodden wilderness and 
explore the uniuhabited wilds. Two years ago he under­
took a very laborious journey through a portion of the in~ 
terior, which extended to White Bay and Bonne Bay. This 
year he projected an excursion across the Island from the 
hAad of Hall'ii .Bay towards the west coast, through one of 
the finest and most interesting portions of Newfoundland, 
of which comparatively little is known. His quick eye had 
fixed on this route as affording great facilities for a road 
through the country from east to west, which would open 
up fine tracts of fertile land, favorable for farming and lum­
bering, and containing in all probability mineral treasurei. 
His object was, by personal inspection, to a~certain the 
character of the country along this route. Having had the 
honor and pleasure of accompanying His Excellency during 
the excursion, I propose to furnish some account of what 
we saw on the journey. 
TIJE JOURNEY DEGUN-'fHE EASTERN CO.AST OF NEWFOU!-.D·· 

LAND. 
The :first stage of our journey was from St. John's to 

Betta Cove, a distance of nearly two hundred miles by 2ea. 
In the staunch little steamer Hercules we reached Betts 
Cove in thirty hours. The voyage along the eastern coast 
of the Island is exceedingly enjoyable, provided the wea· 
ther be fine and the malady peculiar to the sea does not 
show its hideous visage. We were highly favoured in re.­
gard to weather. The Atlantic was in one of its blandest 
moods, dimpling and laughing under the rays of a bright 
sun, and as gentle and playful as if it had never dashed a 
gallant ship to pieces or swallowed a shrieking mariner. 
Overhead ,was a glorious hlu~ sky. ~n whi~h floated great 
masses of fleecy clouds. " Eve!l m then· very motion 
there was rest," so gently did these beal1tiful f1.)1:ms move 
acrosi the azure dome, pre~eoting an ever-shif~ing panorama 
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of loTeliness. As we glided aloug the lofty sea-wall, with 
its bold headlandFi and grim rocks frowning defiance at the 
oeean, we could see the waves gently laving the base of the 
giant cliffs, and playfully lea.ping over the jutting rocks 
along the shore. The sea. breeze came over the waters, de­
licious and bracing to those who had just escaped from the 
heavy atmosphere of the city, creating that peculiar buoy­
ancy of spirits and that sense of boundless freedom which 
is felt at times in perfection, when afloat on the bosom of 
the ocean, "with the blue above and the blue below," and 
a.11 the awe and mystery of the vast world of waters lifting 
the soul towards the Infinite. The eastern shores of New­
foundland present no soft picturel'3 of verdant loveliness_,. 
no pebbly beaches on which the waves break gently-no 
upland slopes clad in forest emerald. All is the massive 
grandeur of dark, perpendicular cliffs, at times sculptured 
into shapes of stern beauty or awe-inspiring forms,-in 
other places, jagged and torn by the gnawing tooth of time, 
aud of rude and forbidding aspect. Such is the precipitous 
sea-wall, built, as it were, to repel the wild billows of one 
of the stormiest seas in the world. But the voyager has 
only to leave the coast and sail up one of those magnificent 
bays which stretch their great arm8 far inland, and he will 
find scenes of the rarest and softest beauty along their 
w1oded shores and in their island-studded bosoms. As we 
steamed northward we ha<l glimpses of, Conception, Trinity 
and Bonavista Bays as we crossed the entrance of each; 
but as the He1·c1lles was bound for Betts Cove direct w.e 
made no calls by the way. The main objects of interest 
along the shore are the lofty capes which project their ex­
tremities seaward from the line of coast and mark the en­
trances ot the ba.ys. I may remark in passing, that this 
lofty iron-bound coast is very well lighted, and can be ap­
proached with perfect safety at night, under the guidance 
of the friendly lighthouses erected at the points where navi­
gation is difficult and dangerous. After a very ploasant run 
we found ourselves entering the Great Bay of Notre Dame, 
fifty miles wide at its mout,h, encircled on all sides by 
ranges of lofty hills, whose peaks, mellowed by distance, 
look grandly beautiful. 'rhese are the hills which are now 
yielding to human industry such wonderful mineral trea.­
euree. Our famous copper mines are on the shores of this 
great bay, which are now, beyond all question, destined tu 
become oue of the world's great mining centres. Looking 
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over the bright waters of the bay, and admiring tho grand 
sweep of its shores, rising in the distance into lofty sum­
mits, and following with the eye its numerous broad arms 
running far into the interior, its splendid archipelago of is­
lands, with their heavily wooded slopes, I found my imagi­
nation :.;;tretching away into the future when a new Corn­
wall will be developed here, and vast hives of industry will 
overspread these hills, and thtf fertile lands around will be 
filled with a prosperous population, and the woods and wil­
derness will be transformed into the happy homes of men. 
Meantime we have crossed the bay, and f0und the little 
cleft in the great sea-wall which is the entrance to Betts 
Cove, and the Hercules is safely moored at one of its excel­
lent wharves. We left St. John's at·noon on September 
20th, 1878, and arrived at Betts Cove on the following day, 
at 6 o'clock, p. m. 

FROM BETTS COVE TO LITTLE BAY. 
Having gfren au account of Betts Cove in my letters on 

the Mining Region, it is unnecessary to make further refer: 
ence to it here. Our stay on this occasion was very brief. 
We were joined here by Dr. Eales, who was to be the third 
mP.mLer of our travelling party, and whose society during 
the trip I erijoyed very much. His unfailing good humour, 
ready resource in every emergency, high spirits, thorough 
enjoy1rnmt of life in the woods, and genuine kindliness, all 
combine to make him a most agreeable travelling com­
panion. He had travelled extensively, having been for 
nutny year::; iu the navy. Like Sir John Glover, whose 
friend awl countryman he is, he "roughed it " in Africa, 
and is well acquainted with men and things in the "Dark 
Continent.i, I thought myself peculiarly happy, in making 
a trip across Newfoundland, to have as companions not 
only two experienced travellers who were trained to accu­
rate observation, but men whose intelligence and social 
qua!it~es \\ ere of a ~1igh 01 der. . I shall not soon forget the 
gemahty, hearty kmdness, and pleasant humour of Sir 
tTohn, which made the whole trip one of renl enjoyment. 
Ur. Ellershausen came with u:;;, on leaving Betts Cove as 
far :;l.s Little Bay, in order to show us th~ wonders of' the 
new mine there, which I have <le1:,crib2d elsewhere. \Ve were 
bound to the head ot Hall's Bay, one of the arms of Notre 
Dame Bay, from which point om overland journey was to 
comin~ncc. Two h0urs' s~caming brought us to Little Bay. 
The mrners had extemponz0d a han,lsome arch at the land-
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ing place, and decorated it with f.bg:-i, aurl receive11 HiH Ex­
cellency with hearty cheers. We ]anded at the harbour of 
Litt]e Bay, where we found tv:o n~sels Joadin[?: copper ore. 
Six weeks previously not a hum·t11 heiug was to b,c seen near 
t.hc spot. . The stillness of the wo()ds \\'a-.; unbmke11 b,9 any 
human sounds. Ncnv :fin.1 buudred and twe11t.y stalwart 
miners were quanying 1he ore (,f '' Cc,1,1wr ClifI:" A tram­
way nearly a mile in length co1111ecred tlie rni11e wi1h the 
harbor; hom:es, stores, all(] a wharf ,vere built; 3,000 tt,1,:.:: 
of ore were shipped, awl G,000 tl)11s of r0ck had been n> 
movec1. )luch of the surface develo1,rrnmt of the ore ha<l 
been removed, and undergrtJnnd tu11nt·b were a]rearly com­
mencecl. All this-incredible as :t rnav seem-wa.., the work 
of six weeks. Our party walkeu al~11g the strongly-built 
tramway and spent an hour cxami11i11g· the miue a11d wun­
dedng over the great blocks of ore brought down from the 
cliffs. Then we walked through the woods to Jndia11 Bight, 
where the miners reside, aud agiiin cmbark,~d on hoard t.hu 
Ifcnidcs for Hall\ Bay. 

IIALL's B.lL 

The !)t;euery L•f Hairs Bay is vel'y uric. ..:\.L the eutrauce, 
which is three or four miles wide, liigh cliff~ meet the eye, 
but these soon 6 ive place to low, rou11de<l hills, coverer! with 
a dense forest 6To\'.·tl~ to the water's ed,~e. This fine arm 
runs from ~otrc Dm11:.: Bay, in]a11d, uo Je'.,::, than twenty 
miles. Right cippo~iL~'. on the· western ~:ide cf Newfound­
land, Humber ~ouml, :m arm of the Ba,y ui' IslarHb, also 
stretches far i11land, t.i:.; though trying to join hai.Lb with 
Hall's Bay on tho othe1· side of the i:::;lanu. Between the 
heads of these two bays only u1Je huudrcd mile3 of laud in·· 
tervcue, and along- the greater pal't of this route there is 
water communicatiou by ri vcrs c:tnd lakes. Out· projt·cted 
journey was to be along this route and right across the is­
land. It i::; entirely u11inhabited, with the exceptiou of t,rn 
families who haYc settled on Deer Lake, Ro111e thirty miles 
from Humber Sound. When we learn Hall's Bav ,re at 
once strike out into t1ie \\'ildcrnc~:,. ~ 

THE L.'i~m .\.~ D FOREST Timmn . 
.Aruuud the head of Hall\ B t..) are SOlll') fine Li'at:LS of 

cultivable land, especially on West Brnok aud al-;o on South 
Brook, where t\vu or throe families have uee11 oettled for 
many years, and han: cleared sm:t'l pn.tch:.:s of land, which 
yield e:sccllcnt crn11.--;. These ::.,,.·ttler:~, lwwL:n:r, depcud main-
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ly on the fhie ::;almun fishery of the river, aud pay little at­
tentiou to farming. Uu<ler improper management the sal­
mon fishery has of late oTeatlv declined. There is room for :::, " . <l 
a very com,iderablc uumber of farm::; uu the unocc11p1e 
lands around Hall's Bay, the prvuucc of which would find 
a ready sale at high prices among the mining population 
around. A very promising mine has been opcuf:'d abou ii five 
miles from the head of Hall's Bay, and Little Bay is but 
fifteeu miJcs distant. The price of unoccupied land is but 
half a doHar per acre. The timber aronnd the bay is very 
fine and of immense extent. _\_sawmill, at present owned by 
)fr. U dle, of Harbor Grace, ha::; been erected on an island 
near the head of the Bay. Here we disembarked, and found 
comfortable quarters a11d the utmost kindness au<l huspi­
La.lit.Y iu tlw house of 1lr. Peters, the manager of the ::;aw­
mill. As tho Hc1·cnlcs steamed down the bay, leaving us 
with our belonging:-; on the wharf of the saw-mill, we felt 
that the bridge was cut Llowu bchiml us, and that now, 
leaving civilization hehinu, vv·e must face the untrodden 
wildernes:-:i. 

I.ET~rEU :SECOND. 

STOlD[ STAY.ED-HOW WE l'AS~ED TH.I:.: TDIL 

The close of my last letter left our party at the heatl 
of Hall's Bay, ready for the plunge into the (to us) uuknown 
wilderness. The commencement of our journey was not ex­
actly propitious. ,\ nort.heast gale set in, ,-vith hea,·y rain, 
which we labelled "An Equinoctial"; aml as it ,ms thu.::; 
clear that it had come by express appointment, and had a 
right to be there and knock thing:-, about, ,rn bore it with 
greater equanimity. I have noticed that all September 
gales are called '· equiuoctial~," and being· supposed to come 
jn the order of nature, are i.;poken of respectfully and for-
6i vcu much. This nuc lasted thirty-six hours, and <lid 
credit to its race. \\' e ,,·L·1·e comfortably housed, however, 
though the situatiou ,ms lJleak and exposed, and we Llid 
not mind the storm much. Our kind hostess, )lrs. Peters, 
was unwearieLl in her attentions, and most anxious to secure 
our well-beiug. :.Ma1ty a, ,vayfa,rcr she has received an<l 
comforted u.nder her hospitaLle ro.of, ~11 this louely spot, 
where hers 1s the (1111,v hunrn11 habitation l'(H' many miles, 
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with the exception of those of two 1Iicmac families on the 
other si<le of the bay. Whether in entertainin<Y stran()'ers 

, 0 0 

she has yet succeeded rn sheltering "an angel unawares" J 
cannot say, but she was as gracious and kind on this occa­
sion as if she thought that now, at. last, she had a chance 
of doing so. I am afraid that now, since the copper fevel' 
has set in, and prospecters are on the prowl, angels will he 
scarcer than formerly around the shores Gf Notre Dame 
Bay. ,Ye agreed in pronouncing :ilrs. Peters a fine speci­
men of a ~ ewfound]and "house-mother." I speedily dis­
covered that the Doctor, cunning fellow and old campaignei' 
as he is, had won her affections through his admiration for 
the baby and the friendly relations he managed to establish 
with the other olive phmts 0f the household. He was soon 
on the most familiar footing with Bob, an<l ".\linnio, and 
Tom; and, old bachelor though he be, it, was evident that 
he had a genuine love of children- one of the best traits in 
a man's character. The little "toddler" of eighteen months 
quickly twined itself round his heart. [n addition to the 
children we found another comforter, l1uring these hours of 
enforced quietude, in a little volume which we picked up 
on the table-" Mark Twaiu's Roughing It "-which some­
how had found its way here. Though I knew the volume 
prnt:y well before, here it ,ms read aloud with fresh zest, 
and its jokes were greetE:d with peals of honest laughter. 
The purchase of "The Genuine Mexican Plug" proved to 
be especially entertaining. -we did not "mind the storm a 
whistle" while MHrk Twain he]d us enthralled. What a 
wonderful gift is that of genuine humour'. How the true 
humorist ca~1 brighten the loneliest and dreariest hours, 
kindle our smiles, and beguile us of oul' cares'. How poor 
and sad the world would be wanting wit ancl humour '. 
Here on a lonely island in Hall's Bay, with the ·wind howl­
in6 without and the rain dashing :;i,gainst the windo,v panPs, 
we ,vere made obJiyir,ns of outward circumstances by tlw 
spell of the enchanter, and gladdened and improved by a lit.­
tie ,-rholesome laughter. Blessings on the author of "Thr 
,Jumping Frog" au<l "The InnQcents Abroad.'' f,t11l Wf' 

had an eye to business, arnl spent part of th0 time organiz­
ing onr expeditionary force and making all ready for the 
start. It was quite surprising to find what a multitncle of 
details had to be arranged. ProYisions for ten persons dur­
ing twenty days had to be unpacked, rearranged in pnrt.a­
h]P quantitiPs in bags, divided bAtwcPn our hod anrl cannec: 
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in such a way that :my article wanted could be found at 
once, and so that when we reached a portag·0, the whole 
coul<l be rrndily packed on men's backs fm· o_verland tran­
sit. This wa, no easy task, but under the rp11ck eye of the 
Governor, who had frequently organized nnd proviRioned 
expediti11nary forces in Af, ic.t numbering thousands, ~he 
matter was admirah]y :Frangecl. I c mld not but adrmre 
the tact and skill imparted by experience, arid the know­
le lge uf minute detnils which marks the practical organizer 
of lailOur. Nothing seemed to cl)me wrong to our command­
C'r-i n-chfof, whilt~ in the d11ctor he had an ahlr JicutenanL 

OUR :i.\IUSTER ROLL. 
By 1100n of September 2-Hh, the nor'-ea3tcr had stormed 

and wept itself into quietude, and we made rcarly for the 
start. As our j<1un1ey was to be mainly by ri\~cr and lake, 
we had provided our~elves with two canoes and a light 
boa!;. To work t11C"C wo had "ix. men-two for each. One 
of them was a ~.lic.nac Iu<lian, Andrew Joe by uarne-a fine, 
brna<l-sh·iuldered, tall, powerful follow, whose life was pass­
ed in ht.111ting and trapping, aucl who knew the interior in­
tim 1tely. We found him quick, intelligent, and active­
familiar with all the detJ,ii8 of life in the woods, and equal 
to every cnwrgcncy. He had the light spri[gy step of the 
[ndiau, an(l Iii~ <w,y and rather graceful carriage. Therf' 
are a few Micmac fornilies living in :Kewfonncl]and-. .;:.om,· 
n.t Bay d'Espoir, anJ three iu Hall's Bay. Tho~c "-ho go 
iuto the interio1· dt'i·i·- J dki11g or fbhillg iincl their Sc:rviee:-; 
\·e1·y nduablc. They kuDw every Lrllok, pond, hill, and 
valley, a11J are most trn.;,tworthy. They must, however, 
be kept frum the tenible "fit'l'-\\';1b·r," the effect of which 
ou them i:, t" marldcu and ,l,·--t1·,1,· self-control. Two of our 
men were from N ~w Bnrnswici~ n ud Nova Scotia. They 
had been empl yccl lumberi11g f1)l' some years on the Hum­
ber, G1-a11d La -.e, nuJ uther places, and were \Y0ll acquaint­
, •• J with thn cruntry nllCl able tu !!·ive us a most inteJlio-ent. 

• u 0 

ac~o~ut of .what they hr1,,l seen. They had got a very high 
op11iw11 of N ewfoundl:l,JJ<l as a country for farminO' and 
lun1bcriug, a11d believell that if it were opene,1 up by.::,roads 
great 1muil1c1·.:; ,,[ New Brn11swickers and K ova ScotianR 
wou:d settle iu the good Ja,iOR, especially the younO'er sonR 
of ~a,l'lllt'i'.', who uo,v ii~1~ it ditlicnlt to secure good fitrms in 
the11· uatlve cuu11try. Ihese youug men, who~e names were 
Graut a1itl Ba1 tcr, we fuund very iutelli()'ent and oblio·inO' 
and e.xcelle11t hamfo in the matugement ir canoes. Thr~e ~f 
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our men were Newfoundlanders-Samuel Short, of Ward'R 
Harbor, (of whofile pluck, intelligence, powers of endurance, 
and good temper I can speak in the highest terms, as he 
was commander of the boat iu which I made the trip,) and 
two brothers named Wellman, frorn Sunday Cove Island, 
Rtout, iudustrious follows. For going through hard work 
and bearing hardship and exposure unflinchingly the New­
foundlanders caunot be surpassed. In this journey they 
had some hard work occasionally, but there never was a 
murmur, and all worked cheerfully and well. I must not., 
however, forget to mention a stout young Newfoundlander, 
"Sam '' by name, who acted as the Governor's personal at­
tendant, and as cook contributed largely to our comforts 
and made him~elf generally useful. :::;am, too_, did credit to 
his conntr.,-. Our party thus numbered ten. 

UP INDIAN DROOK TO THE FALLS. 
At half-past two on the afterncon of the :!,1th September 

our flotilla got under way, the Govemor's canoe taking the 
leJd. ,vc crossed the bay, which is here narrow, and en­
tered Indian Brook, a stream which falls il!to Hall's Bay 
from the west. We wore to asceud this river nearly to its 
source, a distance of over forty miles. The water "-as low 
after an unusual coutimrnnce of dry weather, s0 that it soon 
became e, ident we should ha Ye to pole onr boats and canoe..; 
up the stream - a tediom: and labo1·ious process, especially 
as we were pretty heavily loaded with provisious! tents, 
and other necessaries. In a few minutes we lost sight of 
the salt ,vater, and found ourselves gliding aloug on the 
bosom of a clear stream, through a sylvan scene oi great 
beauty, tall trees liuing the bauks and stretching their great 
arms over the little river. The atmosphere felt warm and 
halmy after the rigours of the northeaster; the sweet resin­
ous odour of the woods fil1ed the air; the leaves of the trees 
had assumed the autumn tiuts and v;ere glowing in goiden 
glories under the bright rays of the eveuiug snn. Every 
bend of the winding stream rernn.led new beauties. There 
was not n. breath of wind to :::tir the leaves, and the silence 
was strange and almost oppressi vc. How the spirits ros,e 
in gladurRs in a scene so sweet, and to me new and charm­
ing. The lower reaches of Iudian Broc,!r arc very fine, and 
judging by the growth of timber along the banb;, where 
trees grow tn the height. of fifty or sixty feet, the soil must. 
be very good. After we had rowe<l about three miles and 
a half we heard the booming sound of a wLtcr-fa.11, and look-
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ina ahead we saw the two canoes drawn up on the bank 
below the falls. The shades of evening were closing in, and 
it was decided to make this our first eucumprnent, and thus 
be ready for an early start, and a gooJ stretch up the ri v~r 
on the morrow. The falls here arn about twelve feet 111 

height, and when the ri vec is high, as we saw it ou our re­
turn <lown stream, look very imposing, as the water <lashes 
through a narrow opening in the ledge of rock, aud leaps at 
one bouucl i11to the roaring, seething cauldron b~low. The 
p rtage here is easy, being only about one hundred yards 
on 0110 8idc of the falls over which the boats and canoes 
have to be carr ed. 
-. OUR FIRST C.\.}IP-PLEASCRES OF LIFE IX THE WOODS. 

It was with no small interest that I watchea the prepara­
tions for oul' first camping out in the woods, which to me 
w&.s an entirely new experience. Our men were all experts 
in the operations, aud every man knew exactly what to do, 
though Andrew Joe al ways took the lead and quietly isim­
ed his orders. A level spot ot grouud, close to the falls, and 
well sheltered by tree::i, was selected and quickly cleared of 
brushwood. Our two tents, one being for the_ men, were 
brought from the canoes, 1 he poles were set up. the can­
vas thrown over them, tli) pegs dl'i ven iuto the ground, 
and iu a few minutes onl' movable habitation was erected. 
The next step was to cover the floor of the tent with small 
sprnce or fir boughs chopped from the to~1s of the branches. 
Only an Iudian cr..n do this properly, and the duty waF­
always performed by Andrew Joe, who spread the boualrn 
quite artistically, very much as 8hing1es are put ou h. r~nf. 
Over the boughs is then spread a tarpaulin or waterproof 
cloth, and a delightfully soft and fragrant C•lUCh, perfectly 
free from damp, is completed. A more comfortable bed uced 
not be desired. Meantime the axes are rinuiuo· aud \Y" 0 ::,, '-

hear the crnsh of falliug trees. The te11t.-3 haw hceu pitch-
ed opeosite each other, the front of each bt>i11p: ope11, and 
soon, rn the space between, a fire is blazing, on which loo· 
after log is pikd till it attair~s hnge dimtn;ious. The sup~ 
~ly of the. H'IT best f~1el, bu eh and spruce, is unlimited, 
aud t.here 18 no need of ecouorny. The flames leap high in 
the mr all(l cast a cheerful glow on tlrn dark forest arnund. 
A fiuer sight carnwt be imagined than a o·]owiua crncklino· 
fire at night, illumiuatina the oTeat 11i1~c tree~' the darl~ 

~ . o b , • 

g'l'een firs, ar:<l. throwrng a golden glory ou th.J yellow lea,~es 
of the birch. ~foant.ime the cooks are at w01:k. The ket-



WITH '!HE G0YER~UR. 15 

tfos are steaming; the soup is sending fm-th its fragrant 
odours; on frying pan and gridiron the sttaks and slices of 
bacon an<l pork. are his8ing. Hungry men, all round, arP. 
s11iffirig the delightful odours with plea-rn.nt anticipations, 
and becoming every moment more rave110us. I understood 
then the policy of the oU Roma11s who used to thmw open 
their kitchen doorf.; when dinner was being cooked, that the 
odours might reach the nostrils of the assl::mbled guest:::; 
with appetizing results; but the Roma.us, gourmands though 
they were, had no such table as this of ours sprea,d in the 
wilder11ess. The Governor an<l D,>ctor had been plying 
their r,)ds in the stream w: th wonderful succes", and \"\· e 
have a liberal supply of magnificent trout f,,r supper, in 
addition to other luxuries. Meantime, Sam has spl'ea<l the 
cl<,th just inside the tent, aud we scat ourselves a,rnund on 
our clothes-bags or on boxes, with appetites like those of 
hyenas or alligators. How poor and contemptible now 
seem all former meals and banquets, accompanied by the 
wretched conventionalities of au effete civilization, when 
compareLl with this glorious feast in the fragrant woods, 
eaten by the light of a blazing log fire, on a table of boughs, 
without any formalities, and with flying jnk.es and whole­
some laughter to aid the process of digestion. We begin 
to pity the poor victims of fashion, who could never ta-;te 
pleasures like these, and to look on our past Ii ves as wasted 
and misspent, amid miserable conventionalities, without 
knowiug the delightful freedom and charm of life iu the 
woods. For the first time we begin to discern the hollow­
ness of our modern ci viliza.tion, and. to suspect that the 
patriarchs, who dwelt in tents, must have had a good time 
of it. \Ve wash down our meal with huge mugs of fragrant 
tea, an<l then lean back on our soft couch with nothing 
more to wish for, and possessed of the sublime conscious­
ness of having dune our duty. The Doctor remarks, as he 
pufi~ his cigarette, that "now he feels good all wAr." Then 
comes the delightful hour for social eujoy1neut, friendly chat 
aud ringing laughter. Each one produces his best stories 
a11d most iutcl'ei::iti11g experiences around the mighty fire; 
,vhich seems to have burned a great hole in the encompass­
ing darkness. In the opposite tent the men are enjoying 
themselves just as well as their masters, as, stretched at full 
length, they i uhale the fumes of that 

'' Snblime tobacco that from <'Ust to west, 
Cheers the tar's labors and the Tnrkm:rn's reoL" 
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By-and-bye the laughter ceases, ccmversation languishes, a 
deliO'htful drowsiness steals over the senses. Blankets are 
spre~d out, a fresh pile of logs h':!aped on the fire, and a 
;,leep calm as that of infancy ,.Jescend.s ancl ste~ps the sense8 
in forgetfulness. Ouce or tw1ee durrng the mght I awake, 
and looking up I discern th.e dusky form of Aud~·ew Joe as 
he heaps more fuel on the fire, aud ~h.rough the ~ree tops. 1 
get a sleepy glimp::;e of the moon satlrng along m her sil­
very brightness, anc~ quite co_ntented I :esm1:1e 1_ny slum­
bers. Such was my first expenence of a mght rn the woods. 
No wonder that I at once take kindly to this sylvan exist­
ence. The Governor predicts that· I shall nevee more be 
able to settle down into the humdrum of domestic life after 
tasting the sweets of ~:ipseying, and that in future my part­
ner in life will be rendered wretched by my frequent deser­
tions in ordel.' to camp out at nights. 'fhe doct0r considers 
this to be the natural state of man, a,nd that our li\~e:;; arc 
:',poiled by living in houses. Reflecting on the matter, it 
seems clear to me that t!le1·e is a li ttlc of the nomad left 
in all of us, probably inherited from our ancestors; and that · 
tent life in the sweet-scented woods brings this latent ele­
ment to the front. 

In point of fact l c~w .,u.m.:ciy realise that 1 a111 iu 2\ ew­
foundlan<l. As yet I am but three or four mile::; from the 
salt water and the gdm rocks, and I find myself amid beau­
tiful scenery-some of the trees being sixty and even seveu­
ty feet in height, indicating the depth and richness t)f the 
s0il from which the_y· sprang. The rnJlt:y through which 
the little river :flows seem-: to be of c.J11:siderable wiJth, and 
as it is D.bout forty-four miles in length, must contain much 
excellent ]and, but not one acre of it, is utilized. Lumber­
ing has been carried on here tor y, .... ar:-:, alld I sec great piue 
logs floating down ward: but the lJUantity of timber cut is 
!1ardly mi:cscd. Ou the very spot where we cncmnpetl there 
1s a level space where au escellcnt farm of three hundred 
or foUl' llundrcd acres 1night be enclosed, and could easily 
be cleared. I ask Andrew Joe about the country, and he 
:,,ays ': gool!, go?d," and spreadiug his anus horizontally in 
opposite d1rect10ns adds, "All fine level to Little Bay aud 
t,o the sea." I Tsee. b,r~·e birch, spruce, fir, and pine trees 
everywh~rc .. ::N.or 1:-3 tl11:1 aU-t!1~ chloritc slate are develop­
ed here, rn~1c:1-trn~ the pr0Ltali1lit.y of copper; aud I learn 
that two munng hccnses have becil taken out fot· this loeal­
ity by c0rtain indi,·iduals who know a thi11(1' or two about 

0 
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copper. Beside::,, there are two othel' valleyt:i near, watered 
by brookt:i which fall into Hall's Bc1y; and I aru informed 
that the land and timber on these streams al'o a~:' O'Ood as ou 

b 
Indian Brook. With a mining population rapitlly iucreas-
iug iu the neighborhood, the~,e good tracts of land cannot. 
long remain un0ccupied. 

t,Wii'!,ER THIU,D, 

PLEASURES or A SYLV_\~ EXISTENCE-THE COSTUME FOR 
THE WOODS. 

Wcclnes(lciy, &ptembci' £'5th.-The music of the faJb of 
ludian Brnok, close to which we were encamped, lulled us 
to sleep last night, and the bomn of the f-alliug water wa~ 
the first sound that greeted us this momiug a~ we opened 
our eyes with the cl.awu. It wws a lovely morni11g---

.. \Vith br.'.ath all i11c,~11se und wit.It ,·!ir>1\k all bloom." 

· A balmy breeze ,vat:> IJlowiub from the we::;L, HllLL thorc ,va~; 
not a cloud iu the 8ky. ,\Jl around seuu1cd t'r--::-:;11 auLl fair. 
The clear rushing :;;trea.m, lh0 foliage oi the trees uow :.b­

suming the golden tints of autumn, the s,veet breath of 
morning laden with the delicious sceut , ,f the wuod:-;, all 
combine to gladden and cxh:larnte the spi1·it::;. The perfect. 
ventilation of tho open tcut secures deep a11J refreshing 
8leep and alertness in springing.from out· bed of L0ughs in 
the morning. I see the big jays looking down upon us 
from the tops of the tall trees iu uubounrled astonishment. 
Evidently they have never before '.jecit theit· human fellow~ 
mortals camping out, and they al'e carefully studyi ug what 
manner of straugo creatures we are. Possibly too they aro 
speculating as to whether there will be any goo(l picking.,, 
when we arc gone. Robiuson Cmsoe is nrnJe to say of the 
brute creation, iu his solitary .de, "Theil' tameness is shock­
ing to me," as it indicated that they n:t:re utterly uuac­
quainted with rnau. The birds here arc in the ::-a.me unso­
phisticated con<litiua -so tame that 011c can approach withiu 
a yard or two of them. They cleady know uothing of the 
wicked ways of men. Camp lifo suon teach c.-; self he! p. 
Every mau is his own charnbennaid. The first duty iu the 
rnorning is to roll up the bedcliug anLl l ur:k it in your wa.tor-
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proof baa preparatory to starting. Dressing is a simple 
matter w

0

hen you have slept in your clothes with a blanket 
rolled around. I felt this arrangem,::nt a little queer at first, 
but after a time I arrived at the conclusion that undressing 
at night is one of those conventio~alitie~ with which_ civi.li­
zation has encumbered us, and which might be readily dis­
pensed with. It is quite delightful to uncoil yourself from. 
ycur blanket, or "shed your cocoon," and with tin basin, 
soap, and towel iu hand, rush away to the river side for 
your morning wash. Only the jays are looking on, and 
there arc plenty of clear po,>ls where you can have a plunge. 
On returning tt·om my first performance of this kind, I 
found thE\ cookiu~ 0f breakfast far advanced; the fresh trout 
rmm t1w lwnok aud the bacou on the frying pan sending 
up deliciou~ odours, and :,;harpening the already wolfish 
appetite. 

Andre,v Jue, my ludia.u frieud, who takes a kiudly inter­
est in me as being a uovicc in thi::; kind of life, after watch­
ing my performance at breakfast, remark1:;, "He coming to 
his wood appetite." A few minutes are sufficient after break­
fast to launch our canoes and pack our baggage. Then we 

" Fold our ten I:,; ]ike the Arabs 
And as E-ilt>11tly steal a,vay,'' 

glidiug y_uickly up the stream. [ have uow fairly douued 
my travelling costume, which is comfortable and decidedly 
picturesque, cousisting of a blue guemsey frock, an article 
of clothing I cau recommend for the woods, as it fits close· 
ly and is at once light and warm; and a pair of sealskin 
boots, in which you might wade through water all day 
without feeling your feet damp. I thought it well to have 
a sou'wester and waterproof coat for a wet day. \Vith the 
abandonment of the shirt collar I got rid of the last shred 
and encumbrance of fashiou. Before leaving home I tried 
on my new costume, and on a private exhibition of mysel( 
was greeted with shrieks of laughter. Here in the wood~ 
my equipment was pronounced perfect, and I was envied 
and admired, especially in my 8ou'wester, which o-ave me 
the appearance of the ancient mariner out on the :ampagc. 

l'OLIXG UP STREAM. 

Uauueiug, uuJer fayorablc circumstauce8, is <lelio·htful­
~he very poetry. ot motion-so easily aud gracefully do you 
feel yourself ghdrng ovc1· the ~ti.rface of the water. The 
Governor's canoe js of Canadian build, and is pronounced a 
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perfect model. .My place is in the gig-a light boat adapt­
ed fur river navigation. We had not got tar from our first 
camp, when we encountered shallows caused by the widen­
ing of the river, the water of which was now very low. 
When the river spreads out wi<lely the depth is inconsider­
able, and in some places even a canoe can barely float, and 
often sc1·apes on the rocks in the bottom. Our men now 
laid aside the paddles aud oars and took to their poles, with 
which they forced the ea.noes and boat up stream. These 
poles are of spruce, light and tough, and sharpened at the 
ends, or sometimes shod with iron, a spike projecting from 
the extremity. They are sufficiently long to reach the 
bottom and afford a "purchase" to the men in forcing the 
canoes forward. One man stands or sits in the bow at one 
side, another un the opposite side in the stern ; the former 
selects the chaunel, guards against rocks, and guides the 
canoe, propelliug at the same time vigorously; while the 
latter \\atches his movementR, and uses his pole as a lever, 
in concert with him. To pole a boat or canoe up a shallow 
stream like Indian Brook, in which rapids and chutes are 
numerous, large boulders projecting their shoulders within 
a few iuches of the surface and sometimes above it, requires 
stout arms and skill. acquired by experience. In fact it js 
a.bout as hard work as a man can undertake. A quick eye, 
constant vigilance, much dexterity, and the power of rapicl 
decision in an emergency, are all necessary. In going up a 
rapid, where the water is tossed into waves like the sea in 
a storm, by rushing over submerged rocks, and where the 
channel is tortuous and the current strong, the greatest cart'\ 
is needed, and powerful men require to put forth all their 
strength. Not unfrequently the boat sticks fast in the mid­
dle of a rapid, and the force of the current turns her broad­
side on and threatens to capsize her; but in a moment t]w 
men leap into the stream, at times up to their waists in 
water, hold her steady, turning her bows to the current, 
and with straining efforts succeed in forcin~ her over the 
impediments. In approaching one of these rapids you feel 
at first rather uncomfortable as you survey the boiling 
cauldron with its rocks and whirlpools; and holding your 
breath hard, you begin to prepare for the worst; but the 
stout fellows dash in, pick out the right channel with mar­
vellous accuracy, and with many a "now then," "keep her 
head up," "all together," they drivt: her through, and the 
danger is past. Newfoundlanders call the rapids a rattles," 
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and a peculi:irly troublesome one is "a rowdy rattle.':. When 
the stream is col1ected iut) a narrow channel, and rushe8 
alonO' one bank with areat rapidity, it forms a "chute," and 

e, b • h t it is often hard \Yo1·k to pole a. boat ~gamst snc ~ curren _. 
Tru11ks of trnes that have fallen m often proJect their 
branches into the river aud present troublesome obstacles. 
When the canoes O'Ot a Jittle distance ahead, the appearance 
preHe11ted was thi~t of two men walking on stilt~ through 
the water, the poles rising ar:d falling with great r~gularity. 
01' one might fa11cy them amphibious creatures movrng along 
ou cl'utche.,. At times we came to what the men called a 
"stidd y" or "study "-a long stretch of deep still water 
which seemed almust like a little lake. These '' stidclies" 
afl~,rd the men a welcome breathi11g time, hut they are 
"like ano-els visits-short anJ far bet.ween." Our men 
wniked ;dmirably. :No accident happened. We stopped 
an hour for dinuer, and ~hen the evening shadows were 
gathering arcund us, and it was time to look out for a 
campillg grouud, we found that we had poled up stream 
::eveuteen miles, which wa8 pronounced an excellent day's 
work. Nearly half tho time t.110 men had been wading in 
the stream, but they seemed to mind it no more than if they 
were amphibious creatures. After such a day's work, they 
;;;bowed no signs of exhaustion, am-I Ret to work laying out. 
the camp and felling t,rees for fuel a.1most as frpshly as in 
the morning. A genuine ~ P'\'lfound :rrmfor SP.Pms almost 
incapable or fatigue. 

THE LAND .AND TIMBER-BUR~T FOUESTS. 
What was the character of the couutry through which 

~ve hiv1 pa:-;.~ci:l ? Our chief object in undertaking the jour­
ney was to ascertain the capabilities of thi~ district, and WP 

cal'~fully noted all l?a1-ticulars. The valley through which 
Iud1au Brook fluws 1s enclosed by a low ridge on each side, 
wooc.led densely to the summit. The width of the ~allev 
varies from half a mile ton mile and a half. The whole f~ 
thickly ovel'grown with heavy forest timbP.r, consistin2: of 
yellow aud white bil'ch, white and black spruce, fir (called 
"var" iu ~ ewfoundla11d), white pine, and juniper or tama­
rack. But, alas! the beauty of the scene had been destroy­
ed by fire. Four yearn previously a terrible fire swept 
~h~·ough the whole of this fine valley, of nearly forty miles 
rn length, an~l also mucI1 hu·ther west., dPst.roying van im­
mense quantity of fine t1m ber, and leaving the once bea.uti· 
ful sceue a desolated wast~. N earll all the day we were 
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passing through a burnt fo1·est, presenting a dismal sight, 
m the bleached or charred skeletons of noble trees, stretch­
ing out their hare and blackened arms to the sky, as if in 
stern protest agf:1.inst the evil which had been wrought. 
Here and there were patches that had escaped the flames­
little oa~es-islands in the river especially, which the fire 
had not reached; but the reRt, was blighted. As yet, how­
ever, the timber is uninjured. ,ve were told that pine took 
no harm for ten years atter heiug burned, the effe~t of thr 
tire heing to harden the surface aud render it impervious to 
water. 'rhe burnt pine, and birch, and spruce are now be­
ing cut <lown by lumberers and fl0ated down the stream, 
but as yet the quantity cut is hardly missed. I saw pine 
logs in the water which must have been between two and 
three feet in diameter. W c estimated some pines standing 
near the stream as we passed along at from sixty to seventy 
feet in height. The birch, too, which are very numerous; 
are of very large size-some forty to sixty feet high. These, 
in their present dried condition, are excellent timber, and 
when cut down, burn most brilliantly, making a fire far 
pleasanter than one of coal. The yellow birch is said to he 
equal in durability to English oak. It, is "addening to think 
of the enormous quantitv of valuable timber destroyed in 
this single valley, most of which, I fear, i.~ destined to rot. 
on the spot. Could it be conveyed t.n the capital, wha1 
glorious birch fires we should have. And then to look at 
thoRe noble pine trees, which reguireJ orie hundred and 
fifty years to bring them to matunt,y-such being the slow 
growth of pine-and to see them dead, stripped of their 
bark and foliage; how saddening! Happily the fire coulrl 
<lo no injury to the soil, and alung this valley there i~ a 
large extent of excellent arable land. In many place:-; w0 
noted a fine deep vegetable soil along the bankP., and in fact. 
the timbf'r growth is a ~ufficient index t0 the character of 
the 2oil. The roots of the trees· do not seem to have pene­
trated into the subsoil, .',o that. the stumps would he easily 
removed, or would probably rot out in two or three years. 
The land could thm; bij cleared much more readily than in 
most parts of New Brunswick or Canada. \Y8~ observerl 
many fine tracts of perfectly level country near the river, 
especially where the valley widened, affording attractive 
locations for sett.lers. \Ve also observed at "'Pn''ral points 
along the banb, cliff~ of plastic clay thirty feet in height, 
and at one 0r two places about a quarter of a mile in length. 
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We tested the clay and found it of veryo.£ine qu3:lity, fit for 
modelling or for making the finer qualities of.brick. How 
f1:1r these beds of clay extencl back from the river I cannot 
say, but the prob1:1bility is that they are ~f consi~era?le e~· 
teut. Chlorite slate was seen at some pomts, which rn this 
country is iudicati ve of copper.. Dr . .Eal.es brou'{ht. aw~y 
specimens of the plastic clay, with the view of havrng its 
economic value tested. He is himself a modeller and car· 
ver, aud amused. us by making comic figures ot the clay, 

· which he found admirably adapted tor the purpose. It 
would be a mist.ake to suppose that the whole of the land 
along Iudian Brook is fit fur culti vatiou. We noticed some 
places laid bare by the fire which were thickly covered 
with large boulders, and some parts are Hwampy. Allowing 
for these, however, the good land along the river would sup· 
port in comfort a considerable farming population. Were 
there a road constructed, there cannot be a doubt that set· 
tlemeut would follow, and blooming farms would sp1fog up 
aloug the banks of the brook. The produce of such farms 
would find au excellent market at the mines now openiug 
all round ~ otre Dame Bay. Cattle and sheep might be 
raised, and would bring 11 i~h prices in the same quitrter. 
Miners who had saved a i ittle money would, after a time, 
thi11k of investing it in a farm, where they might ~oon se· 
cure a mode.~t independence. The younger branches of a 
fisherman's family, instead of following the paternal occu­
pation, would be led to engage ju agricultural pursuits, with 
advautage to themselves aud to those who preferred sea 
farwiug. Much of the burnt timber might still be utilized. 
But the first step is the opening up of the district by a road, 
aud Iayi~g off the good land in sections. Should minerals 
be discovered along the valley, which is quite proha.ble, of 
course this wonld lead to rapid development. 

OUR SECOND C'A:''1P. 
Our second camp was twenty miles from Hall's Bay, close 

to a lumberer's camp, where we found two er three men 
snugly located, and engaged in cutting pin~ for the s:tw·mill 
at the mou~h of the river. They described the wood as per· 
f~ctly sound and of good quality. In a few weeks they ex­
pecte<l the river to ri~e wheu the autumn rains set in, and 
theu they would dl'i ve their logs dowu stream. Our tents 
. w.ere s~ee<lily pitc~rnd, our couches spread and a roariug fire 
of the finest dry b1r<'h wood of which there was an unlim­
ited allowance, soon spren.d warmth and cheerfulness all 
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round. The men divested themselves of their wet clothes, 
put on dry stockings (a vital point in travelling through 
the woods), lines were stretched around our huge pillar of 
fire in the wilderne,;;s; and soon a wonderful array of wet 
clothing was getting the benefit of the heat in order to be 
1 eady for wear on the morrow. But most interesting of 
all-supper for ten hungry men was cooking before their 
eyes, which pretty nearly doubles the enjoyment of a meal, 
at least in the woods, for what with the odours of soup, 
meat, and tea mingling with the pleasant scene of burning 
birch, and the influence of the imagination, you first enjoy 
the supper in anticipation and afterwards in reality. Our 
commander-in-chief held that men must be well fed and 
well cared for in order to work well, and he carried out the 
principle on this expedition. Our men had an unlimited 
allowance of the best food well cooked, and were never 
overworked. Before the joumey ended they had become 
quite attached to their commandel'. One of them informed 
me privately that, in his opinion, "the Guv'ner wa.;; a flue 
man, and that he would wade up to the neck in water for 
him." This was, no doubt, his strouge,t way of putting his 
regard. Supper was now announced to be ready. Each 
man, with his pannikin in hand, is Hecu :;~atP.d or squatted. 
Convttrsation ceases- we have more :;er~ous work on hand. 
How the thick slices of pork, from which at home we would 
turn away, now vanish. 

"The h uugry Jew in wildern(lSS 
RPjoicing o'er his manna" 

was uot a "circumstance" to our supper un ludian Brook 
at Camp No. 2 . 

....::cz:__~-~~~··--------~---··-··-··-··----~-~~ 

LliJTT .ER 11.,0 U H,'.r H. 

MOSQL'lTUES OF ~EWFOC.XDLA~D-HU\Y THEY "OPERATE. 

Septcm,bCi' .:?Ct/t.-Another beautiful morning to greet us 
as we rub our eyes after a dreamless sleep. We are most 
fortunate in regard to weather. Though it is late iu Sep­
tember we enjoy a smumer warmth, aud we are not much 
troubled with the mosq11itoes. Their day is nearly over, 
although on a warm damp eveuing they seem to recover 
their vigor, and gi \·e us a vivid idea of what we should 
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have w:ffered had we been a 111.untl1 earlier, and :mgge::;t for­
cibly that, of the plagues of ~gypt, that of tf!1be' flies ,tvla;; 
probably the wor1:.t. After gettrng a uumber o 1~e>.i ?n · 1c_ 
hands and neck, I began to conclude that the prrnc1ple of 
"the survival of the fittest" has been in operation, and that. 
the most vigorous and venomous have lived longest. ~till, 
t.he day1:, during which we arc annoyed by _these pe1:,b, 
which mm;t have been created for some wrne purpose, 
thouEth we cau scarcely expect to know it in this imperfect 
sta.tt are very few. Dr. Eales tells us he was i~ the flouth­
,vest arm of Green Bay in July, when the suffermgs of peo­
ple from the mosquitoe8 were terrible. No one could gu 
about unlcs&1 proteoted by a veil on hands and head, or 
tlmeared all over with a mixture of tar an<l oil, which drivt:.:~· 
them off. One man braved them in an unprotected condi­
tion, but in a short time hi::; face was a bloated, gory mas81 

in which all traces of the original hail disappeared. His 
horrified comrades besought him to spare theh· feeling~ and 
'' take the vei]." A.round om· camp this morning I notice 
jays, woodpeckers tapping the hollow trees for their break­
fast, and "rob bins " or "blackbirds" -the last named is the 
.American robin (T. mig,v,to,1ioiis Linn). There are, how­
ever, fow Lirds in the woods in thh; region, althotqh in the 
island two hundred different species have been observc<l . 
.After an ear]y breakfast we continue our canoe voyage up 
the i::;trearn. We e:~pect to reach Indian Pond, the first ot 
the chain uf lakes we are approaching, in two hours. These 
lakes, with their connecting ri 7ers, st1·etch almm.,t acro8s 
the island from the point we aro nearing. 

DESTRUCTIOX or THE WOODS BY FlH!::. 
Our course tn-day is still through burnt ,vo~d::i. The 

waste of national wealth by these destructive fires is enor­
mous, and yet no one seems to mind it, and no measures are 
taken to prevent an evil which, to a large extent, i8 pre­
ventable. _Wh_ei:evcr one Q:oc::; the desolation wrought by 
these fire::1 rn v1s1~le. In the Gande1· country there are three 
hundred square m1lef; ot forest, much of it consistina of pine 
blighted by fire, and in other r26·ions the same talc is toll 
I J.o not know that we :-iuffer more from this cause thau 
other countries, as I see it stated that the avera,-.-c annual 
lutl~ through t?~ forest fires hi the Ottawa Valley alone is 
estnnated at ~.J,00~,~00. .L~n<l yet, in a great majority of 
cases, the::;e fires or1grn~tc 111 caw,c:~ that could be rcadih· 
e<:mtrolled. It is quite surprhliug, considering the irrepara· 
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b]e losses from these fires, that here and in Canarl:i. there a.re 
not compt,tent ini-pectors of iorests appoi11te<l. whose duty it 
would be to report ou tha timber in the districts assig·ned 
them, and enforce the laws for thr~ preveutio11 of fol'est fires. 
Iu Europe, where there are no imch stretches of u11broken 
forests as on this side of the Atlantic, every fornst of a11y 
extent has its regular staff of officers and raugeni, whose 
duty it is to watch over its safety, and open spaces and 
broad belts of ckared Ja11d are kept c,n puq,01se to prevent 
fires from spreadiug. Such precautio11R, I believe, ar..; un­
known m this western W 1)r!d, where there is such a quan­
tity of moss-which in summer is highly inflamm,ible- and 
other deb1·is on the ground, amo1Jg the treeR, ai-1 furnish 
dangerous materials for starting a couflagration, and where 
reckless or ignorant settlers and hunters are numerous. 

CONSERVATION OF 'JUR FORESTS. . 
In Newfoundland we have very large tracts of good fol'­

est timber still uninjured by fire, and these should be cal'e­
fully guarded. Such district::; are fou11d in the valleys of the 
Exploits, Humber and Gaudet· Rivers, in the valley::; of their 
tributaries, and in all the mino1· valleys, more or Jess, such as 
the one we are now traversing. This is a source of national 
wealth yet almost untouched. This Cl,lony, unlike all the 
neigh boring Provinces, deri\1 es no revenu·e from its forests, 
which are now cut down by unauthorized persons who are 
uncontr@lled by any legal restrictions. The forest lands are 
not surveyed as yet, ancl but for the repor.::s c,f tlie Geologi­
cal survey we should scarcely know of their exister1ce. We 
have yet to learn the value of these treasut·es. Uawidia11s 
understand these matters better. The tiruber tra<le of Ca­
nada is immense. The value of the Cr1.11adia11 timber im­
ported into Great Britain alone, in 1K77, was £5,:'>00,000. 
Canada. supplies the U11ited Kingdom with one fourth of its 
timber imports. The kinds of wood growu in and exported 
from Canada are largely the same as iu oul' forests, namely, 
pine, spruce, ash, juniper, and birch; and, in addition, elm 
aud oak, which do 11ot grow here. The Canadian woud 
most in demand in E11gla11d is pine, the first quality of 
which is now exte11sively <:'mployed i11 the fiuishing work 
of the higher c]ass of dweJJi11g huuses, and commands a high 
price among engineers and metal founders, as it is easy to 
obtain a remarkably sm()(}th surface, and the wood cau be 
worked to the highest <kgree of tinish :md to the fi11t~i,,t 
edge. The bt:st quality of i,ine iu Cauaua is now becumiug 
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scarce. It is statecl by a competent authority. that the ~ine 
now sent to the Quebec market doeR rlOt furmsh mora t11an 
twenty per ceut. of first ynality. It must ~e rememb~red 
that it is 11ot size but texture of wood which determrnes 
the quality of pine. Small Jorrs, if of good q.uality, bring 
better priceR than larger log~, if of i!ift·rior quah~y. ~t would 
be impossible to say what pr1 1port1on of our pme 1s of the 
first qualit,y; but I am aware that from the valley nf the 
Humber there ·,,·as shipped at one time, pine wh,ch brought 
the very highest price in t11e Bostou market. l fear, how­
ever that the reckless s:, stem followed has exhausted the 
supp1y of the better quaiities on the Humber. But in ~he 
untouched forests of the Gande1·, as well as on the Expl01ts, 
where lnmheriug is carried on to a limiterl extent, it can 
hardly be doubted that there is much pine of the t,est qual­
ity, while of the sec11ncl and third grade~ the quantity is 
very great. In the Uuited States the supply of timber is 
rapidly becoming exhausted. The Secretary of the Interior 
stated, in a recent report, that from all the information he 
could obtain there was not enough timber in the whole of the 
States to last thirty years. In view of such facts we should 
g·Jard our forests vigilantly, and by placing them under 
wise regulations, oLtain an addition to our revenue, and 
turn them t<, the best account as lumbering regions. Our 
spruce is of the be,.t qua]ity and laq;;est size, and large quan­
tities of it enter into consumption in England. The mari­
time Provinces, the Gulf Ports, and the Lower St. Lawrence 
ship considerable quantities of spruce and birch, and there 
is no reason why we should not have a share of the trade. 
Norway is at present the principal source of the European 
supply of spruce, but Norwegian spruce is of smaU size, 
sometimes the boards being as narrow as five inchea. The 
supply of timber from the Baltic proviuces is falling off, 
the consumption bei11g in excess of the allnual growth of 
the forests. Canada is now the most important s,mrce of 
supply for timber of all kinds, but especially pine. The 
most productive area in Canada is the Ottawa Valley. The 
area drained by the Ottawa aud its tributaries covers about 
eight thousand square miles; and the number of men em­
ployed iu the lumber trade of the Ottawa Valley alone is 
estimated at twenty-five thousand. All Eut'()peau Govern­
ments are awakening to the necessity of pr0ti-cting the for­
ests, not only for the sake of the tim her, k>u t also on account 
of the injury done by stripping the hill~ aud river bauks of 



WITH TITE GOVERNOR. 27 

their wood. With such facts before us, we should bestir 
ourselves here while there is time. There is work for our 
Legislature, fur years to come, in d~vising such measures as 
will promote lumbering, and make it a source of revenue, 
taking care, at the same time, that a sufficient quantity of 
timher is reserved for a supply of building materiaJ and 
fuel for settlers, and also promoting the replanting of lands 
which are unfit for cultivation, when denuded of tianber. 
The first ~tep should be a survey of our lumber lands, fot· 
the purpose of ascertaining their quality and extent and 
laying them off in sectious. The worst possible method is 
that hitherto pursued-letting the timber burn or rot on 
the ground without any attempt to utilise it, aud tacitly 
permitting the unauthorised cutting down of c,ur best tim­
ber by individuals who too often follow a reckless and waste­
ful system, and contribute uothing to the revenue, although 
helping themselves out of the wealth of the colony. 

INDIAN POND-LAND AND TIMBER. 
At ten o'clock forenoon we reached the point where In­

dian Brook flows out of Indi:a.n Poud. Here we were start­
led and delighted to see the first telegraph pole we had yet 
encountered, and we hailed it rapturously as the sure pre­
cursor of advancing civilization. We found that the new 
telegraph liue iu course of construction between St. John's 
and the miui11g region, via St. George's Bay and Bay of Is­
lands, and which has since been opened, crossed the river 
at this point. Here, too, the new line of road fonn the 
southwest arm of Green Bay to Bay of Islauds, which Mr. 
Charles Harvey, civil engineer, was now engaged in survey­
ing, crossed the stream, as we could see by the poles erect­
ed. We now eutered fo<lian Poud, which, from its size, 
would elsewhere be dig11ified with the name of lake, as 1t 
is four aud a half miles iu length awl three quarters of a 
mile at its point of greatest bre;.1.dth. It is thus c1.msiderably 
larger thau the uppP.r lake of Killarney, which though of 
world-wide fauie, is but three miles in length and three 
qt1arters of a mile in breadth-the lower Killarney Lake 
being fbe miles in length. The 5cenery of Indian Pond is 
Vel'Y pretty, the hills ri~i11g on each side with a gentle 
slope, and euclosing the bright waters c,f the lake, which is 
serpe11ti11e in form, and might be co11Ridered as really three 
~mall lakes united by channels. First we found ourselves 
i11 a circular basin, arid cros:-.i 11g it, eutered a narrow chan­
nel, overhuug with wouds which soou expauded iuto another 
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lake, nearly a mile in hrearlth; Th_is, in its turn, narrowed 
into a stream which led to tne third or upper lake. The 
beauty of thiA fine sheet of '_Vater is greatly marred by the 
deRtruction cf the encompassing woods by fire, though some 
had ei-;caped its scotching breath, and l~o~ed gr~en and love­
lv. The eastern end of Indian P0nd 1s m latitude 49 <leg . 
.28 min. 41 E;ec., and about twe11ty-two mi~es from ~all's 
Bay in a straio-ht line. From the pond to tne head of the 

' b • f I south west arm the valley con tarns some tracts o e1rce -
lent laud well adapted for agricultural and grazin~ pur­
poses; the ridges are wel! wo~ded, and the ~oil, ~n .many 
placeR, a rich loam, proclucrng tunber fit for sh1pbmld10g or 
coopers' work. Even the marshe:3, which occur at intervals, 
are but a foot deep, an<l could be drained and made into 
excellent m~arlows. At Shoal Pond, which is seven miles 
from southwest arm, there is a tract of good land on its 
north shore, the soil being black loam on a red clay, and the 
pines growing 011 it trom fifteen to thirty inches in diame­
ter. Chloritic slate, containing iron pyrites and· copper 
specks, occurs along this valley, indicating a copper region. 
Taking the valley of Indian Brot>k and that from the 
south west arm, which converge at Indian Pond, and adding 
to the~e the valleys which lead to Little Bay and to the 
other three arma of Green, Bav, we have in the whole of 
thili a1~ea a large extent of excellent land, as fit for settle­
ment as any in Lower Canada, on which many hundreds of 
familit~S might find humeA and a comfortable subsistence, 
while their surplus farm produce would help to support the 
mining population all around_, and the lumber would find a 
ready market at the mines. 

PROSPECT OF A FOOT TRAMP. 
Around In,1ian Pund, especially on the southside for six 

mileR, the soil is good-a sandy mould, grey in col~ur and 
so11:.etiu.1es. red, some of it beiug stony. The north side is 
not ~o t.ert1.le, but. has patches of fine sui!, Along the pond 
are 1.nd1cat!<>ns of copper u.nd plenty of 1r6n pyrites. Af1.ie1· 
leavmg the pond we agarn entered !radian Brook, which 
flows tlm:ugh the l~ke, aud we .continu~d. to pole and pad­
dle up tlrns stream for several m1le~, until 1t became so shal­
low that we fuund it impossible to proceed further with 
leaded ea.noes a:1rl a boat. A long continuance of dry 
~eather had left, the stream very l©w, and we were now in 
its upper reaches. Accor<liug·Ir, we camped rather early iu a 
grove uf taJl trees, awoni w luch w~rt, wauy splen<ilid pines, 
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about seven miles hy lan<l from Birchy Pond, and about 
ten by the riv,r. We landed all our goods and chattels, 
which were tc be canied on the nieu's backs overland tn 
Bircby Po11<l, while the empty canoes and boat were to ho 
poled or towed up stream ten miles to a portage a mile 
in extent, over which they were to be carried to Birchy 
Pond. We had now before us a tramp of sqven or 
eight miles on foot, which would afford a pleasant change, 
and enable us to examine the country better. The men 
had the prospect of a heavy day's work on the morrow, 
carrying heavy burdens eight miles along a rough track, 
and they needed a good r~·st. ".rhe telegraph line ran right 
behind our camp, at a short distance, and along the path 
re blazed" for it we were to walk to Birchy Lake. 

OUR THIRD CAMP-THE TELEGRAPH LINE. 
Camp No. 3 was in a pleasant location, and soon the 

smoke ot our great pillar of fire was fioatin!.! away over the 
lofty tops of the piues, and to:igues ,if fire shooting up from 
the crackling log~. Duri11g the cooking of our evening mea.l 
I strolled along the new telegraph line. The posts are ex­
cellent material, and firmly plauted in the ground, and the 
wire all that could be desired; but the path cut through 
these heavy woods is but from twenty to twenty-five feet 
in width. Trees from fift_y to seventy feet in height are 
thus within twe:ve feet of the wire, and ia case of heavy 
g11les of wind some a.re sure to fa!], and either break the 
wire or conduct the electricity off by leaning on it. We 
formed the opinion that treque11t bl'eakages would I ender it 
necessary to w:den the Jine to one hundred feet, and to cut 
down every tree that would, if blown down, Rtdke the wire. 
The trees al'e merely cut about two or three feet from the 
ground, and along th8 rough track thus made thr1se in charge 
of the liue have to make their way. Tilts are built at in­
terval'i for their shelter, and a small stock of prnvi"ions 
stored. It is imposi;icJle to overrate the importance of this 
line, aud Govn11me11t deserves the best thanks of the com­
mu11ity fur con-tructing it. It will pioneer the way fur set­
tlement, anJ if full11wed by the construction of the roacl 
which has been surveyed, a line of settlers will sµee,lily 
stretch alon(r it from the eastern to the Wf Rtem Hhore. Tho 
pang~ of hu~ger iutenupte<l these economic reflectiorn~, '1UU 

drove me back to cari1p, see ,ing what I mi~ht devour. 
What my Iudia11 friend calls my " wood apµeti te" :;eems 
now to have touchcJ the zenith, aud bt'lcomes posit..i vely 
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alarming in its developments. Nothing comes Pmiss; all is 
manna iu the wilderuess when seasoned hy the sauce of 
hunger. Quantity is the chi_ef consideration; quality of 
food is a matter of secondary importance. 

LETTER FIFTH. 

THE BABES IN THE WOODS, AND HOW THEY FARED. 

The night of Septem her 26th around our camp fire of 
dried birch and fir, which projected a great bar of light into 
the canopy of darkness overhead, was pleasant as any of its 
predecessors. The mirth and fun, if neither "fast nor fur­
iom;," were genuine, as we "swopped yarns,'' reclining in 
frfte and easy attitudes on our fir couch, and basking in the 
ruddy glow of our magnificent fire, the fine effect of which, 
amid the varied foliage of the forest trees, with the stars 
visible overhead, I never ,, earied of admiring. After such 
a glorious supper as ours, amid such surr:m11dings, if there 
be anything good or humorous in a man, it comes to the 
surface. There is a streak of the wild Arab in every man, 
which is overlaid by eclucation and social conventio11alities 
and theologii:~s, and life in the woods seems to revi,·e the 
dorma11t element. Do we inherit it from our patria, chal 
ancestors, or, going further back, from our poor relations, 
the m<m keys? Somehow this gypsy life does not seem to 
me at all odd or incongruous; all its detail~ are natural and 
pleasa11t, and I feel M if I must have lived it a long time 
ago -pel'haps in a previous state of existe11ce-antl had 
only Low got back to the primeval aud prnper conditiou of 
being. Frnm our pre•ent, sta11clpoint, ordiuary life seem~ a 
dull, plodding affair, and I heg111 to wonder how I endured 
it so l1111g. I observe my Micmac friend, A11<lr<:!W Joe, fre­
queutly stretchi111 .. r himself at full le11gth, 111 a11 upri()'ht posi­
tiou, with his back to the fire, a11d rubbi11g alono- tl~e course 
of his spine, with great apparent satisfaction. I:) It strikes 
me there mu~t be somethi11g in this practice c,f "the noble 
rt:!d man'' which is pel'haps ~he outcome of ce11turies of ex­
perfonce iu the wuous, and I resolve to try it. I can now 
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recommend it as comforting and refreshing i;i a high de­
g1·eP., when pracfr,ed in frout of a big ffre of hi rch i II the 
w,iods. When wet, A11dl'ew lies ,fowu in front of the fire 
till the region around. the stomach is 8tea111i111,!, theu he 
turns his back to the heat. The men evidently reverence 
him and listen to hi 111 deferentially, from his superior k uow­
ledge of the couutrv awl of all matters corrnected with huut­
ing, fishing, a11d cauo~ing. He is a good-humoured, sharp, 
intelligent fell11w, and even the New Bruuswicker and 
Nova Scutiau I isteu to him respectfully. As for ~he New­
fou11dlan<lers, they 1 egard him as a superior being. He has 
a won<lerfully accurate knowledge of the islaud, aud has 
bee11 guide to mauy a deer Htalker during the last dozen 
years. Of all these he mentions with greatest respect Mr. 
Sheffield, an Euglishman, who came here huuti11g several 
years in succes:-;iou. He was a wonderful :shot-according 
to Andrew-could take off the head of a black duck when 
on the wing with a rifle bullet, and never failed in this per­
formance. Captain Charuley, the great <leer-stalker from 
Nova Scotia, stood next to him iu Auurew's estimat,ion. He 
was "a fine geutleman, and such a one for deer." For Lord 
Dunraven, too, he had much respect as a true sportsman and 
a kiudly gentleman. 

WE '.REACH THE WATERSHED. 
Next morning we were up betimes. After breakfast 

every thiug was packed in bags; the men shouldered the 
loads and trotted off along the telegraph line towards Birchy 
Pond, a distauce of about eight miles. It was marvellous 
to see the case with which these stout follows jogged along 
a very rough path with the~e heavy loads on their back. 
Andrew'£ was estimated. at 100 lbs. weight, but he consider­
ed this not much more than half a load. He said "At first 
carrying loads in woods, you sore and tired-afret· a month 
twice as much easy." Dr. E-- took his rifle and went 
off on hi:s own account in hopes of getting a deer. The 
Governor anrl I brought up the rear soberly, walkiug along 
thA telegraph Jiue among the stumps of the trees aud ad­
mhiug the fine timber and soil, aud wonderiug when the 
scream of the locomotive would be awakening the echoes 
along this beautiful valley, aud the :smoke of farm house 
and cottage would b~ asce11di11g iuto the atmosphere. I had 
t.he curio:;ity to meaimre a noble pine, which had been cut 
down to make way for the telegraph wire, and lay on the 
ground to rot. I fouud it sixty-eight feet four inches, and 
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as it ba.d been cut three feet aboYe ground it stood origin­
aJly seventy-one feet four inches in hei~ht. Spruce tre~~­
:fifty and sixty feet high were common here. · By-a°:d-hy~ 
we emerged from the woo,Js and crossed a swampy piece of 
ground where the walking was very heavy; then we cam~ 
to open "batrens" where there are few trees, and these. of 
smaJI growth; the soil thin, ancl in some places covered w.1th 
boulue1 s. This pai't i8 said to be excelltmt for deer-stalkmg 
·at certain seaso11s. Two high hills on the left are visible 
for a long distance. The valley averages half a mile to 
three quarters in width. At ter a pretty fatiguing walk, we 
reached, at 2 p.m., the portage between Indian Brook and 
Bhchy Pond, which is about a mile in wiclth. This is the 
water-shed, or, in the vernacular, "the height of land," but 
it is only one hundred feet above the level of the sea. It 
is forty-four miles from Hall's Bay. From this the rivers 
all flow towards the west. Indiau Brook comes through a 
depression in the hills to the north, having its origiu in a 
pond at some distance beyond this range. Thus we have 
reached the greatest height of land between the eastern 
and western coasts, and find it only oue hundred feet. In 
puint of fact, a level plain rnns from shore to shore, across 
the island, as this trifling eminence is of small accouut. By 
the hand of nature a great highway has been ]evelled, and 
in opening communication between east and west this is 
evidently the route fur a road or railway. 

BIRCHY LAKE-THE WOODS IN AUTUMN. 
On reachi11g the highest elevation on the portage _we sat 

down to enjoy the charming beauty of the scene, which, in 
many respects, cou:d hardly be surpassed. Let those who 
fanc'I. .. Newfouudlaud a repulsive, befogged wilderness on]y 
stand where we 110w stood aud look around, and their de­
l~si?DH about the island being a lrnwling desert will soon be 
d1ss1pated. The burnt ·woods were at length left behiud, 
and the leafy amphitheatre formed by the surrounding hills 
was glowing in the gorgeous tints of autumn. O\·er the 
tree tops we see the brightly gleaming waters of Birchy 
Lake, stretching a::i far as the eye can reach to the west. A 
range of hills, thickly woorled, forms the southern boundary 
of the. valley. Thl'ee peaks boldly lift their summits above 
the others, an~ preseut, a v~ry stri.kiug and picturesque ap­
Jiearance, addmg gre~tly to the 1m~ressive beauty of the 
scene. The nearest is Necklace Hill i.;o named because 
~ bile the bllmmit is green a landslide ;pparently has occur-
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red unnemeath the crown of the hil1, leaving a z~ne all 
arouud of bare white rock, to which at the liase a green 
znne succeeds. The white circlo below the sum111it has sug­
gested the DUUJ(\ Necklace. Thi~ hill is five hu11drecl teet 
iu height. At about a mile distant Mount Sykt:,~, 0110 thou­
sarid an<l fifteen feet high, lilts its head, n.11il J\lou11t Steup­
more, twe]vP. hundred au<l ei;;hty feet i11 ht-'ight, four 01· five 
m:les further west, is a very stl'iki11g ohj~ct, as it preseuts 
a bold 8quare front to the hike, the ~um11.it having the ap­
pearance of a truncated c.i11e. The beauty a11J variet,y of 
the autumn tiuts of the foliage are char111i11g to the eye­
yellow, green, i,;carlet, crimsou, a11cl ma.ny ditfererrt shades 
of each of I hese colourR, appearing the 11101·e vi vi<l by con­
trast with the ,lark green of the tape1fog fir trees aud the 
gloomy p:nes, which are plentifully irrtermiugled with the 
mnre 1,rilliaut colors of the birch, a"h, poplar, ano aspen; 
while the maple, here at)(l the 1 e, haH tlt;su111ed a lil11o<l-red 
hue. What variety a:nd depth of c,,louri ug--what, harmo­
nies and contrastr-:, far beyoud the 1,ai11ter'i; art-what 
warmth and ric1111ess in some of the ti11ts ! Befure the 
chilling blasts of November C'orne to wither the leaves and 
mi ogle them with the dust, nature gl11rifies these woods w:th 
a sple11dour and bl!auty such as tlrey Cilul<l 11ot boa:st of in 
the bloom of summer. Around Birchy Lake, as may be 
suppo·rnd, birch trees predo1ni11ate, their rich orange Liut 
cout..asting finely with the <leep greeu of the spruces, while 
the n10uutai11 ash has a Puberer yellow hue, aud the poplar 
ha~ donned crimson robes. · fostearl of beiug- lostf -iu the 
u11iver~al emerald t)f summer, each tree now sta1ms out in 
its iudi vicluality: and yet, though the variety of shades is 
eudless, there is still a 011euess 11f effect. The col 11 m·s, too, 
come out in large masses, not iu individual detached lea,•es, 
so that everything tawdry 01· lirt'e in it.; effect is pre''(•nttd. 
The view from the spot where we stood, above Birchy Lake, 
was really lovely; a11d were this l'egio11 iu Errglaud it would 
compete, in attrnctiug tourists, with the Lake country or 
Wales. Tho forenoon had bee11 cloudy, hut u,,w the sun 
shorre· down out of a cl ... ar blue i:;ky with splencli,l effect. 
Su11light is like the breath of life tD the pomp of autumn­
wanti11g it, there is little sple11dour-with it, the glory is 
revealed. It is like varnish bringing out the hidden veins 
in a piece of rich wood. fo the full light of the sun, all the 
gorgeous colouring flashed out, maki ;1g a bright and glad­
some picture. And yet as I ga.ztH.l l was ccm~civU;i of a fod-
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in()' of sadness, aq I reflected that all thiR glory indicated 
de~ay and heralded winter with its icy blasts:-

" Oh, Antuurn ! why i;:o soon 
D oart the l11wi tl,at nrnke thy forests glad; 
Thy ge11tl1-> win,J, and thy fair sunuy nooa, 
Aud 1 .. ave tllf'e wild nnd Frn1I." 

EXTENT OF THE LAKES. 

In another country Birchy Lake would be known and 
celebrstted a!-1 a beautiful sheet of water, haviug considera­
ble dimensious; here, few know even its n:1.me, as it lies in 
its solitary lovelilless far iuland. "F,>r man's neglect I 
loved it more." In length it is eqna.1 to Winder:nel'e, being 
twelve miles. It i~ usu·llly said there are three Birchy 
T_;akc~, ns at two poi11ts it contract-; to a na.1-r,,w cha1111el, 
which each couduct to a wide expansion. Thti first of these 
lake expansions ilj four antl a half miles iu length, al.!.d a 
mile at its gre ,test breatith, having a pretty little island 
near its eastern encl. A narruw wate1·-passage, having a 
small rapid and expa.nding at length into a pool, leads to 
the second Birchy Lake, also four and a half miles in length, 
but only half a mile iu breadth; and this again namJws to 
a small chan11el which opeus into the third lake, three miles 
long and half a mile in breadth. Ou the southern side of 
the second of these lakes the ground is seamed with deer 
paths, the narruw neck of water being a favourite place for 
the cariboo to cross when movi11g south in the mouth of 
October. The "barreus" in this quarter are famous grounds 
for deer huuting. 

GLA.DSTONEAN .A.CHIEYEl\lENTS WITH THE AXE. 

Our fourth camp was on the northeastern end of the first 
Bitchy Lake. After leaving our belonging.;; here the men 
went back for the boat and canoes. These they poled and 
hauled (empty) next day up the stream to a spot within a 
mile of our camp, anri then carrierl them overland. This 
was a pretty he:wy job. Andrew Joe carried one of the 
canoes on hi:i shoulders. He ct·ossed the paddles iuside, then 
turned the bottom up, aud, putti11g his head between the 
sup1!orti11g ~addle~, trotted off with it in this picturesque 
fash10n on his b1·oad shoulders. As we had to wait here the 
a.rrival of the can~e~~ I turned back woodsman to pass the 
tune, aud took to felhng trees. After a few trials I ::mcceed­
ed wonderfully, aud soun learned how to brinO' down a tl'ee 
in any required direction, by making first a great gash on 
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the side opposite to the spot where you wish it to fa11, and 
then a few i:;trokes on the other side brings it crashin~ down. 
There is a wonderful charm in felling trees; and I began to 
understand Mr. Gladstone's performance in this liue, at his 
rural rei:;idence, as a recreation. After smiting away with 
a sharp American axe till the perspiration is streami11g, 
and JOUr whole frame in a glow, and every muscle on the 
stretch, it is flue to see the tree, with its great brl:l.11ches, be­
gin to quiver under your blows; which then redouble, till it 
sways, bows its grand head, and, with a great thud, comes to 
the ground. "Ah! my flue fellow," you panti11gly exclaim, 
"I have done fur you." It woul, 1 seem, from a very ancient 
record, when earth was young anJ more encumbered with 
trees than at present, to be a good axeman was a distinc­
tion and established a claim on the gratitude of ~anki nu. 
There is a passage in one of the p~alms which is thus quaint­
ly versified in Rouse's version, the one to which Scottish 
Presbyterians still fondly cling:-

" A man was famous nnd was hud 
In t>stimation, 

According a~ he ·JiftNl up 
His axe thick trees apon. 

I took a deeper interest in the fire that night from the 
fact that with my axe I had addeJ something to the pile of 
fuel; and I pondered deeply how I could manage to con­
tinue this Oladstouean recreation of felling timber after my 
return to civilized life. It struck me, however, that it I 
were seen goi 11g off to the woods with an axe 011 my shou Id­
er, "a leatheru girdle about my loins,'' and encased iu a 
guernsey frock, there might be some danger of a writ de 
lunatico inqufrendo; and with a sigh over the bonds im­
po~rnd on us iu this .Philistine1 po~itivist, electric-light era, 
I gave up the idea. And yet the pleasures of our artificial 
ci vilizatio11, c"mpared with those of au opeu-air existence 
such as this, are . 

"As moonlight unto Ru11light, 
Or us wa1er nuto \tiue." 

The aftemoon of the 28th got into low spirits towards 
evening, aud finally took a tit of copious wee pi ug and vio­
leut sobbing. In our sn11g tent w" did 11ot uii 11d the pelt­
ingot the rain a11d the ro1:1.ri11g of the wind. \Ve fouud our 
positiuu, howe,·er, at the e11d of Birchy L·a.ke rather au ex­
posed oue, and we shifted camp to a tiue shdtereJ 3put uear 
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the westem end of t1o1e first Birchy L1.ke, among spruces 
anri juniper~ SJixty feet iu hei~ht. Here we spent a q1;1iet 
Sunday, ready far a stal't on the lake on Monday mormng. 
We w~re nuw in our fifLh ca.mp. 

LETTER SIXTH. 

SCENERY OF BIRCHY LAKE. 

Our sail up Birchy Lake, o~ Mo_n<lay mo!·ning, Se~tt>mber 
30th, was 011e ot the most dt·lightful we enJnyed <lul'mg the 
whole tl'ip. The rni11stor111 ha.d exhausted it~elf during the 
night; the mo111ing ~un poured do\Vn all irs splendours, 
glorifying the whole leafy solitu,le with its rays, and hri11g-• 
ing out the fi11ely va.rmo11ised ti11ts of the woo,ls, especially 
the rich gol<len colon,; in their setting of sombre green, aud 
Jighti11g up the waters of the gracefully winding lake with 
dimpling smiles. A lon~lier scene l have rarely lookell upon 
in all my wanderfogs th, ough this beautiful wm·ld than that 
pre:-ieutcd alnng the shores of Bi, chy Lake on this flue au­
tumn mor11i11g. The graceful sweep ot the encompa..;siug 
hills, wuoded thickly to their summit, a11rl glowing in au­
tn11111'i; brilliant hue~, 110w l'ecedi11g a11<l leaviug a wide val­
lt'y, a11d the11, at the next turn of the lake, clo.;ing in till 
the opp ,s;te ridges have but a uanow stream between, over• 
hung with the great arms of the trees; the grand fleecy 
cl ,uds fl.,,ati11g thrnu~h skies blue as those of Italy, aud 
minured i11 the cal111 b,,s,,m of the Jake; tl1e wiudings of the 
river-like watf'l's reveali,1g 11ew aud ::star:-liug beauties at 
every bend, a11d emliraci11g 11umerous blets which their 
cha11nelii have cn:a1 eil- all cornliiued to f,mn a scene of rare 
luveli11es!'l, which iu other la.11ds w,,uld attracr. hosts of vi~i­
tms, but here in the ce11tre of Newfou11dlaud ha~ yet been 
gaze1l upou by few a<lmi, ir1g eyes. Perhaps the sense of 
ab-,o:ute solitude, the tl,ought that thern is not a. human 
bei11g bei;ide uu n,el ves ueard· tha.u seventy miles may have 
added to the charm of the ~cene. Tile ba11ks of the lak~ 
at iuterva:ls spread out i11to a wide level plain, aud the soil 
appeared 111 111a11y µlaccH to be very good. H11w muc!1 of it 
h~ cultivable wuuld reyuire a 1uo1·e cal'eful ex.a.miua.tio11 ~han 
w~ cvulu bc~tuw to ..i~t\;lrwiu.e. ln the \\ orship of the bt:a.u• 
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tifnl one is apt to forget all about such sublunary things as 
farms, crops, and cattle. 

OUR FIRST D~:ER AND ITS MIRACULOUS ESCAPE. 
Ohdin~ along-, the c:.1.11oes lea.iliwr the wa.v, w~ so,m Jeft ,:, . 

Mount Sykes au,l Crow Hill behiud, and we were ap1,roach• 
ing Steei,more l\1ou11tai11, when sudileuly the f.1remo:;t of the 
two cauoe:s made signals ol some discovt::ry ou shore. Strain­
ing our eyes in tht, direction iudic:-ite<l, we madt, out the 
graceful form of a deer, stPpping leisure.y along the sandy 
margin of the lake, auJ evidently looki11g for a favourable 
place to swim acros~. All was 110w eager excitement. The 
iustinct:-J of the hunter awoke in every h1·eait, and, for & 

time, overpowered all other feeli11gs. P11ssibly, t,oo, plea.saut 
vh1ions of veuison stea, ma.y have floated across our p1·0· 
phetic soul~, and the odours ol' i111agiuary veuisou suups 
may have bee11 wafted tn our fo.11cie~, as we watched a tiue 
fa.t two-~·ear-old ::-.tag paci n~ the strand, all a11cu11scious of 
the approach of mau, with free aud graceful step. He was 
to wind ward of us, and his kPen 1-ceut and hearing gave 
him no warning. The deer is far from bei116 sharp-3ighted, 
and when the hunter stanJs perfectly still, will sometimes 
approach within a few ya.,·ds of him to examine t.he stra11ge 
objt .. ct more ck>s~ly. But one~ he i cents his toe he is off like 
a wl1ir]wind. Tbe two ca11111:·s uow separatt!d-orw cautious• 
ly paddli,,g after the deer alo11g the shore, the other stecii11g 
for the ol'posite sidt:: of the lake, so as to be ready fo1· the 
stag should he pl:~nge i11t11 the water a11d swim acl'l>~s. It 
was a mome11t of a11xious i--u:-1pe11se as we watched the canoe 
slowly creepi ug up to the· deer, and fu;ulJy h, ,peJ to see him 
dr<,ppiug on the sa.11d. 1\, Dr. E ties was e11truste,l the fea1·· 
fully l't'spo11s,ble duty of bri,,giu':{ him dowli, and all eyes 
were upon the marksman. Bang we11t the rifle, a.wakeuiug 
the echoes i11 the surr11u1J1ling hills .. For a momeut the deet· 
stopped and looked round iu surprise, the sou11d bei11g such 
as he had 11ever ht'al'.J Ut!f,ire. "He'-:s hi t-he'Jl drop;" "Not 
a bit c,f it." A St->Co11d sh11t rang out, a1Hl then the deer t111olc 
iu the ijituation in a mm11e11t, and with a fe·,v viJorous buunds 
reached the woods. Our ve11isonia.11 vii,.ions va.ui!lhed iu a 
mo111e11t; and ~c:rc.:ly 1110rtitie l, we pursued our voyage. I 
am afraid we had at fir..,t some hard tl,oughts rdgardiug the 
uoctor, and that he:, went d11w11 to z ro as a i;;portsmau iu 
our opiuion, for in thi~ merciless w(Jdd there is 110 pity ~l' 

pardon for fail11ro. But wlie11 we begrw to refldct tha.t 1t 
was no ~asy matter to hit a J~t:r whi:u aimiug fruw a crauky 
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canoe and that the :flutter caused by 6-ring athis first deer, 
unde; the eyes of the whole expeditionary force, with .so 
many great. expeetatious waiting the result, was c1mte 
enough to render the doctor's nerves less steady ~?Au usual, 
we freely forgave him. Next day he redeemed li1s eha.ra':"' 
~r a~ a marksman by shooting a fine hare, nearly.decapi­
tating. it. on the bauk with a rifle bullet. The best and 
bravest fail at times. And, after a.II, ·was it not better that 
this fiue young stag should escape and enjoy his hon~y­
moon, which was close ·at hand, than that we,· "two-legged 
animals without feathers," should murder the noble animal, 
and gormandize on his remains 1 Very probably he was 
"engaged," and had the doctor's bullet struck him down 
some fair young hind would nave been Jeft a broken-hearted 
widow. I am a.fraid these philosophic thoughts failed to 
reconcile the doctor to his failure, and I coulci see in the 
face of Andrew Joe disappointment broadly written. 

FREEMASONS' POINT • 
. Pursuing the wiudiugs of the Jake, we were invitecl by 

Andrew Joe, who knows every object, having hunted· and 
trapped for years in this region, to land at a point 011 which 
stood a. noble pine tree, sixty or seventy feet in height, in 
ord~r to examine a record which had been carved ou it. We 
fo.und the symbols of Freemasonry-the compasses and 
square, sun and moon, etc. -bea.utifully cut in the woo,1, 
togt,ther with the · foll.Jwing names and dates:-" R. B. 
Harvey, T. Walker, W. and J. Charnley, J. Cope, Sept 17th, 
185:3," then t,Howe<i in a column the dates, 18.1-1!, 1~55, 
1856, 1857, 1858, 1859, apparently iudicatiag that the par­
ti~8, or some of them, had visited the spot annually, and 
carved each date in succession in this lonely sp,,t. Captain 
Charnley is known in Newfoundland as a mighty hunter, 
who-for many years spent each aut.umn in chasing the deer 
i~ the region we were now traversi11g, and whose deadly 
rdle bruught dowu many a stately stag. His residence was 
in Ha.lifa.x, but he died several years 1:1iuce. It was inter­
est.ing to meet htlre with a. record going back a quarter of 
a·ct:'ntury. I was told, however, of an older date on a tree 
on the shore of Indian Pond. Dr. Ea.les exami11ed it on the 
bomewa.rd. 1:oute, ~ml, on the stump of a piue, found deeply 
cut th~ 1111t1als uf some unlrn.own travellt:::r, and the dat~. 
1728. The point on which we uuW lauded is .. kuown as 
"Fre.emasons' Puiut." It was curious to tiucl traces of the 
\.lniversal bru~he1·hood ~ven iu the interior ot' Newi(,)Ulld· 
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land. Probably by this time the handwriting of the wide· 
Rprt-aJ fratemity may lie traced on fi:>me of the treell arouud 
Lake Tanga11ika. Around F1·eemasoo!-i' Point there is a con• 
siderabl~ extent of' excellent ia11d, on which we uoticed 
some white birch of very large size. The soil being com­
P'Jsed mai11ly of decayed vegetable matter, the roots of the 
trees are J)(>t em bedded to a11y ~Teat depth, aud seldom 
penetrate the 1mbsoil, RO that c1~al'i11g such laud w11uld he a. 
comparatively easy ta.~k. There aplJeared to be few if a.uy 
boulders here. 

SANDY LA.KE. 
At length we reached the Wt.18tern end of Birchy Lake, 

and found its 6u det to be a pretty broad a11d deep ijt.fPam 

fl.owiug to the west, the ba11ks l.Jeing dens,,Jy wo,,de<l. to 
the water's edg-e. Down the river we fl.mtted µleasautly, 
the scenery being still fiue and the w, ather charmiug. 
After rowing a few miles the stream lexµauled iuto yet 
another lake, about a milt! in length aud ha.If a mile iu 
breadth, c-d led Seal Puud. Crns:-.i11g this, we again found 
ourselves afloat on the ,river, here C<,rnsiderably iucrea~ed 
iu volume by various afflueuts; and after a pleasant run 
of au hour the bright waters of Sandy La.ke Leoamo vis• 
ible through the openings in the woods. This is a beau­
tiful sheet of water, and c;f considerable size, b:ing six 
or eight miles in length and having an area of seventeen 
squa, e miles. It~ surface is but forty-five feet above tne 
sea l~vel. It is so named from the fa.et that its south­
ern au<l western shures are covered with yellow sand. 
The eastern shore is strewed with large gnessoid boulders. 
We lanJed on a poiut where the river empties itself into 
the lake. All around was a bed of beautiful yellow sand, 
very pleasaut to walk upon after the experiences of rough 
tramping through the woods. Frum this spot the whole 
lak~ can be taken in at a glance, with the hill range8 in the 
distance stretching away nurthward towards the head of 
White Bay. I strolled along the sand, while dinne1· was 
being prepared, and came on the fresh tracks of three 
wolves, and further on the tracks of a deer, which, from t,he 
size, must have been those of a full-grown ~tag. There 
could be lit.tle doubt that these wolves aud the deer had, 
ere I saw Lhefr tracks, which were two or three days old, 
lain down peacefully together, the deer being inside the 
w"lves. Ouce these savage brutes get on the trail of a deer 
they never abaudon the pursuit till they have picked its 
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bnneR. The devai=:tat.ion they wnrk amnng the h1mls of nur 
deer in the cc,urr.e of r.,, year mu~t be e11ormouQ, Compare.d 
with this the 11uml,er sltti11 by the huuterR and settlerH ts 
but as a drop in the bucket. C ,ul<l thu. wolves b~ des~1·oy­
ed or les~Pned in 1111mhers onr deer might mult.1ply 111de­
:fiuitely. They are etri hon, the f·rn.me BJ!eeies aq those of t~e 
north of Europe; bu:; of much larger HIZO. As I was m~d1-
tati11g on the prohahle f14te of' t~e de..r, who!-4e fo7tpr111.ts 
were here left on the i-awls nf ttmP. the Governors shrill 
whistle was hea1·d. It was the Fli~11~l for cli1111er, the deli­
cious odours of which I could ~miff at a gl'eat dista11c1>, owi11g 
to the purity of the atmosphere, but s':ill more frorn the 
wolfiHh appetite engendered in the woods. Byron speak-i of 
"the tocsin of the soul, the dinner bell" The whi~tle which 
su,nmo11e<l us to <Huner had never to be repeated. It was 
responded to with an i m merl iate "a<lsu m.'' Th is dinner 
was a great succeRs. It wa~ rnil'lcella11e11u!'I in character­
an amalga111ation of ~oup, ti1111ed meat~ (hlessed lie the man 
who iuve11te<l these-he de~erves to be cit11011ize,i, and all 
tra,·ellers i11 the woods will say "ame11" to this), fried 
bAcon, slices of fat, pork, cut very thick, with tea of forty 
horse power to wash all down. After all, nothi11g helps the 
enjoyme11t of fine sce11ery Ro much as a good (iii uer. \.Vhile 
the Rpiritual part is revt'lling i11 bt..•aut.v, the claims of the 
corpol'eal part are met a11<l satisfied. We are a c,,mpouud 
of mattt>r an<l "!iiiit, clay a11d divinity, and the bo<l.v will 
not bear bei11g- "sat u po11" too much by the mi11d. That 
open-air diuuer on ~a11<ly Lake, with ~loriot'S scenery 
around to supp]y the hi.:.:her nature with impalpable f11od, 
was worth a hn11dred dull feasts, such as the mu<lern dinner 
party i 11flicts u po11 us. 

TELEGRAPH STATION-GOOD NEWS FROM HOME. 
A flue weste1 ly Lreez~ was l,lowiug, aud the lake, not 

being very deep, soon prese11ted a pretty rough surface. 
A11drew Joe, from whose decision there was 110 appeal, de­
c1ared that the canoes would 110t saf~ly Cl'08S Saudy Lake if 
]oa:le,l. We accordingly deciJell to w,tlk the distance fol­
Iowi 11g the rough track cut for the telt•crra ph l i 11e in ~rder 
to lighten the canoes. We hacl rather a trying tit,;P at first 
waning through swampy ground at the !',Outh-eastern end 
?f the lake, and leaping over small brnok~, occasionally find­
mg ouri-elves ah1H1::-.t up to the knees and mired· then came 
La,·rew~, aud ti ,~ally ~vnods, havi ug. some !-ple11d icl pine a11d 
other trees. "e estimated the thstauce walked to be five 



WITH THE nunm.xon. 

or six miles. At leugth, aLout a mile from the western end 
of the lake, we were stopped by a river far too deep to be 
waded; but our men had foreseen the difficulty, and sent 
the boat to take us the remainder of the journey. It was 
a welcome sight, as we stepped ashore, to see a neat frame 
house, erected in a small clearing, which we were told was 
the telijgraph station. From here the line was open to St. 
John's ·via Bay of Islands. A lot of telegrams was awaiting 
the Governor, and soon we were in possession of the most 
important items of news frum the civilized world, which 
we had left ten days before, and our arrival was notified to 
frien<ls in the capital. After alJ, we were constrained to 
admit that civilization has its advantages, much in love as 
we were with the romantic, rowdy life of the woods. We 
pitched our camp on a beautiful spot near the telegraph 
station on the southern bank of Main Brook, a broad stream 
forming the outlet of Sandy Lake, and connecting it with 
Grand Lake, which was now only twelve miles distant. The 
sunset this evening was magnificent. \Ve could i,weep the 
whole of this fine sheet of water at n glance, with its i~­
Jands, coves, and harbours, and its cr!circling hills, whose 
summits were fading in the dim distance. Gorgeously col­
ored clouds of all shades gathered round the sutting sun as 
he seemed to pause over a world he had Llcssed, and which 
appeared to feel his love and return his smile. Then, en­
compassecl by flame curtains, he disappeared. 

<:A.STRONOl\IIC ltEFLECTl1JX8. 
The important hour tor supper was at baud. \\' u cele­

brated our arrival at Sandy Lake by indulging iu a special 
luxury. The Governor and the Doctor had brought dowu 
some shell and pye ducks with their guns, and from r,hese 
was manufactured a browu soup (various ingredients being 
added) which would have made a London alderman smack 
his lips with delight. The Doctor remarked, after the se­
cond plateful, that "it stirred into energetic actio1.1. the 
molecules of the stomach, and produced an agreeable titilla­
tion in the monads of the brain, causing you to feel good all 
over, and exercising a wholesome physical and moral influ­
ence over the whole man." 'l'hc sleep which followed that 
repast was so sound that, if a~y of us had au accusing ?on­
science, the cases had to be adJoumed to & more convem~nt 
season for adjustment, there being no chance of a hearmg 
that night. With Sancho Panza I say, " blessed be the 
man who invented sleep." 
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LT~'.r'.rER SI~VENTH. 

THE INTElUOlt-l'OSS1BlL1TIES .FOlt .Xt.:W.FOUNDL.AND. 

On Tuesday, the ht of October, we were as usual, up 
with the dawn. The morning was lovely-not a breath of 
wind stirring the bosom of the. lake, aud tb.e sk:y withou~ 
a cloud. It is clear that the clunate of the rntenor and uf 
the western si<le of Newfoundland is far superior to that 
of the eastern seaboard. Fogt) are unknown; easterly winds, 
with Llieir blighting, chilling influence, are not nearly so 
prevalent as 011 the east ccast, and when they occur are 
rrreatly modified. :From all I could leam vegetaticn is fully 
~ month ahead in the interior aud on the ,vestern shore as 
comparccl with the storm-beateu east. And yet the whole 
population is clustered along the eastern and southern coast, 
in order to reap the harvest of the sea; while the land har­
vest, far more valuable, which might be gathered in, is un­
thought of, and the fiue valleys, uoble forests, and broa,d 
plains of the iutcrior and of the west are absolute solitudes. 
I begin to doubt whether the fisheries, lucrative though 
they be, are an unmixed blessing, as they keep the people 
cliugiug to barren rocks and drawing a precariom, subsist­
ence from the sea; whereas, had they penetrated the inte­
rior, the good lands would have been cleared, smiling farms 
aml homest<mcls would by this time l>e stretching from 
shore to shore along the great river courses, and villages 
and towns would have sprung up where uow only dense 
forests wave. It is of :r.o use, however, <1uarrelling with the 
iJast, or throwing contempt on it; the great matter is to 
make the future an im provemeut on the past. Nature had 
her own way of arranging matters. Through many sore 
stumblings and blunderings our race fights ib way upwards; 
and many a f?1forn hope must fall and fill up the ditch, in 
order that then· successors may march tu victory over their 
dead bodies. This is what we dignify with ihe uame of 
"progress," and we must accept it as ouc of the facts of the 
universe, aud be thankful for it, saying, with the old German 
proverb, "Whatsoever is agreeable to thee, 0 graceful uni­
verse, shall also be agreeable to me." ·why should not a. 
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people who commenced with catcnin!:!: and clryino· codfish . l f ~ b ' m t 1e course o their natural evolution, become prosperour~ 
agriculturists, cattle raisers, lumberers, while one section is 
drafted off to the coppei·, lead, and coal mines, some of these 
gr?'!ing_into copper lords, wealthy capitafo;ts, and bloated 
m1lhona1res ! Nature has given the people of N ewfound­
land splendid opportunities to become any or all of these ; 
and if they continue poor fishers of cod, the fault is their 
own. Deep in these old rocks n.ature has buried the rich 
ores, and she is now saying, "Come drill and blast out these 
my treasures, and drag them to the sunlight for human uses, 
and become rich, and educate your Rons and claughtern, an<l 
help onward the march of humanity. Here are fertile val­
leys-smite down the foreRts with your strong arms, clear 
the soil, anrl grow, in this health-giving climate, all that 
the heart of man need crave for." I think the time is near 
when our people will respond to this call, and enter in and 
possess the noble inheritance Providence has secured for 
them. .Mining will pioneer the way, and is doing so on a 
moderat~ scale at this moment. Wealth will flow in ; the 
rapidly increasing population must be feel; the deer and the 
wolves must give place to the tanner; and the burnt and 
blighted forests will bo made to '· blossom like the rose." 
But mankind are, as a rule, lazy and conservative, and di~­
posed to tread in the old paths; and it is the part of wist' 
and pro6ressive rulers to stir them np_. remDve obstacles out 
of the way, point ont wlwrc work is to d01w, and learl tlw 
host to victory. 
FOREST DEVASTATIOX-NEED OF PRESEJff ATIVE JI l~ASI 'l1ES. 

During this trip which I am describing, nothing struck: 
me more forcibly than the Had ancl rapid waste of our na­
tional wealth which is going on in our forests by fire, and 
the destruction wrought by reckless, irresponsible perRons, 
who are now causing irreparable mischief, the effects of' 
which will he felt and mourned for generations to come. 
All around Sandy Lake, where we were encamped at this 
time, are fine forests of pine, birch, sprnce, and fir ; and as 
yet they are unscorched by fire. But the wandering lum­
berers are invaclinQ' these solitudes from the west coast, 
and around this lak·e and Grand Lake they are cutting clown 
and carrying off the pine timber, there being no law to pro­
hibit them or reCYu]ate their opern,tions--and no return made 
by them to our finances. On an average, two ont of three 
trees ·which they cut down are rejected by them, for some 
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slight defects, and left to rot 0!-3- t~e ground. Within twelve 
miles of where we were at this time 1,200,000 feet of, lum­
ber were cut down last year, and the logs fl_oa~ed down ~lai~ 
Brook. into Grand Lake, on whose banks similar operations 
have 'been going-on. A storm ~catt~red the ~ogs, and when 
we were there they were floating m J unct10n Brook, and 
many would probably be lost. In no other country would 
such lawle3s proceedings be tolerat~d; b~t the a~m of the 
law is not long enough tq reach this reg~on. ~ It 1s ~ot yet 
too late for us to take warning by what 1s gomg·on m Oa­
nada and the United States, and endeavour to save our 
forest wealth, not only as a source of supply of timber, but 
because the denudation of the country of its forests is pro­
<iluctive of injurious effects upon the climate. I referred in a 
former letter to the forest devastation going on in the Un­
ited States, which will, in a very few yeam, exhaust the 
supply and bring ruin on the wood industries of that coun­
try. Mr. James Little, of M.untreal, one of the highest au­
thorities on this subject, has lately shown that at this mo­
ment only the States of Maine, Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Minnesota, are able to furnish lumber supplies beyond their 
own requirements. Maine is now almost stripped of her 
pine forest.s, and lumberers are forced tg the head waters of 
every river in the State in search of spruce, and are stocking 
their mills with sapling poles of six and seven inches in dia­
meter ; and this slaughtering of young trees is carried· on to 
such an extent, to s11pply the neighboring States and for 
shipment abroad, that in a few years the people of that State 
will have neither white pine nor spruce for their home con­
sumption. The northern sections of Michigan, Wisconsin, 
and Minnesota arc the only localities of the whole tweny .. 
six States that are able to furnish supplies of white pine 
beyond the wants of their own respective States, and the 
dema?.d o.n them is so heavy, for all sections of the country, 
that 1t will not be possible for them to respond to it for 
more than five or six years. The main streams are all strip­
ed, and th~ lm~berm~n are now operating at the head wa· 
ters of then· tr1butar1es. On the lower peninsula of Michi­
gan the mill owners have exhausted their timber within 
team-hauling distance, and are building railways to reach 
more dii:itant plac~s. Mr. Little declares t~at at the present 
rate of cons?-mpt10!1 and reckless waste m lumbering, the 
supply of timber m the United States will not last· ten 
years, so that they are threatened, not merely with a scar-
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city, but an absolute dearth of the most essential kinds of 
wood used in a vast number of industries. 8hould the Un­
ited States be thrown on Canada for a supply of timber, M.r. 
Little declares there is not, from Manitoba to the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence, as much pine, <3pruce, hemlock, whitewood 
and other commercial woods as would supply the United 
States for three years, and that the whole accessible pine 
localities of Canada have already been run over for board­
wood timber, suitable to supply the English demand. With 
these facts before us, it is high time for Newfoundland to 
adopt some effective measures for husbanding its forest 
wealth, and preserving it from destruction by fire and from 
reckless lumbering operations. Replantin~ the denuded for­
est lands that are unfit for cultivation, might be initiated 
with a hope of g0od results. When I saw a fine pine tree 
of seventy or eighty feet prostrate on the ground, and doom­
ed to rot there, I could not but reflect that nature had taken 
a century or a century and a half to build up that forest 
giant which human stupidity now left to perish ignobly in 
a few years without any effort to turn it to useful account. 
How precious are these forest growths which we often de­
stroy so wantonly, may be gathered from the facts of his­
tory. The countries around the Mediterranean before the 
destruction of their forests were the most fertile and popu­
lous on the face of the earth; now th.ey are comparatively 
depopulated, sterile wastes. Tripoli had once a delightful 
climate and a population of six millions; now, owing to the 
denudation of its forests, it is unhealthy and sparsely popu· 
lated. Spain, Portugal, and Italy have suffered greatly from 
the same cause, and the people have learned that the resto­
ration of the trees and the growth of the population must 
go on together. The chemist Liebig said that " the decay 
of the ancient empires of Greece and Rome was due more or 
less to the neglect of their people to take care of their land 
and its fertilizers and climate regulators-the forests." Asia 
Minor, Egypt, and the mountainous parts of Austria- have 
lost their fertility and natural rainfall wherever the trees 
have been cut off. With imch examples before us let us be 
timely wise. -

:MAIN BROOK. 

We rested at Sandy Lake during the forenoon, and after 
dinner embarked on Main Brook, a fine broad stream, which 
flows into Grand Lake, the distance being twelve miles. 
We were now in a state of pleasurable excitement, as our 
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next camp was to be on the banks of Grand-.Lake, that 
magnificent expanse of water, fifty-four miles i°; length and 
having an. island in its bosom twenty:two · miles long,· of 
which we had hearrl so much, but which very few Neiw· 
foundlanders had ever seen. I could not, but admire, .at 
starting, the glorious combination presa~ted in the scenery 
around of forest, lake, sky, and mountams. What a con­
trast to the rugged. scenery on the .eastern shore, to which 
oui· eyes had been so long accustomed. Our .sail down Main 
Brook on this glowing afternoon was perfectly delightful; 
the eye having a perpetual and -7aried feast in the scenery. 
The soil of this tract, twelve miles in length, through which 
the river flows, judging by the appearance of the banks, 
must be excellent and well adapted .for settlement. There 
are a few rapids and shutes, which are easily got over,.and 
at intervals long stretches of still. water, or "steadies," in 
which no current is discernible. This river is in, reality a 
branch of the Humber ; the other, or main branch, taking 
origin about twenty miles inland from Bonne Bay, on the 
western coast, first.flowing northeastly till within ten miles 
of the head of White· Bay, where it bends round, and runs 
south westerly to Deer Lake.· The other branch heads with 
Indian Brook, flows soutl t westerly through a succession of 
small lakes into Sandy Lake; ihence by the stream on which 
we were now afloat into Grand Lake, whose outlet J unc­
tion Brook, in a circu1tous curve, effects a junction with the 
main branch of the Humber about six miles above Deer 
Lake~ When we were within tluee miles of Gi·and Lake, 
we were startled by a series of ringing cheers, evidently 
from human throats, breaking these ancient silences. We 
could see the Governer in the leading canoe taking off his 
hat and -bowing in acknowledgment of the salutations of 
some invisible .beings sheltered by the dP.nse woods. In a 
few minutes the mystery was solved-we had come upon the 
surveying party u.:ider Mr. Chas. Harvey. They had heard 
of. our approach, and 1;1ow came out of their camp to receive 
with due honours His Excellency the Governor. A fine, 
bronzed, Atal wart set of men they looked-seventeen in 
number. They h~d been out since June, engaged .in the 
hardest work, cuttmg a 1·oad across the island, smitin(J' down 
the giant~ of the forest) wadin(J' rivers and marshes 

0
carry­

ing with them tents and provisions endurinrr the ~ssaulbs 
of the mosquJtoes, and facing .all kinds of. weather; but they 
looked the picture of robust health, with that fine bronze 
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colour which cau be obtained only iu the woods. Their 
clothing was rather delapidated, and showed infinite variety 
and great ingeuuity in patching, while their head ,,ear pre­
sented an appearance truly ludicrous in the weath~·-beateu 
<lelapidated fragments of hats and caps which covered their 
"domes of thought." They had evidently made a great 
effort to look respectable-their most neatly patched cordu­
roys and moleskins being brought to the front, and the 
least broken hat-rims being mouuted jauntily above the 
nose. They had just finished the survey as far as Sandy 
Lake from Bay of Islands, and were entering 011 the last 
section which was to connect with the one first surveye<l 
from the southwest arm of Green Bay to the head of Indian 
Pond, and thus complete the road acros~ the islaud. Of 
course this was merely the preliminary survey. We stop­
ped a short time, exchanged news, im;pected their camp, and 
then resumed our voyage. 

LE'l''l'Elt EIGHTH. 

\\'ILD FOWL, HARES, ETC.-A SPORTING COUNTRY. 

As we approached Grand Lake, the river widened cousi­
Jerahly, till near the mouth it was sixty or eighty yards in 
breadth, au<l very deep. The scenery as we passed along 
was beautiful. We had left the rapids behind, and the river 
fiowed so gently between overhaugiug woods that the cur­
rent was almost imperceptible. W c had glimpses of several 
small ponds, with brooks flowing out of them, which are the 
home of multitudes of ducks, geese, and other wild fowl. 
The finest species of wild cluck is that nameJ "black duck,'' 
which is reckoned the best table bird in the island, the fla­
vor being pronounced deliciom_; by epicures. This region 
must be excellent sporting ground. We saw fiocks of clucks 
and managed to bring down a few, but we never paused or 
went out of our way to get a shot. We felt ourselves to Le 
explorers, not sportsmen; and only took what game chauce 
threw in our way. A young arctic hare was shot, and fur­
uished next <lay·a :mpply of delicious soup at our mid-day 
meal. A fine stretch of perfectly level land runs from 
Sanely Lake to Graud Lake, having deep soil and a rich 
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vegetation. Several of the marshes are covered with rich 
grasses, and, if drained, would make excel_lent meadows. 
The depth of many of them, we. were ~old, 1~ but a foot or 
two, so that they could be readily dramed if the country 
were once settled. 
'l'HE GRAND LAKE-FINE SCENERY-FOHEGLE.Al\18 .\.ND ANTI­

CIPATIONS. 
The shades of the evening were closing in as we got our 

first glimpse of Grand Lake, and a very b~autiful aml im­
pressive sight it was. Near its mouth the river takes a sud­
den bend, and reveals at once the full expanse of the blue 
waters of the lake, in which it loses itself. Our expecta­
tions were wound up to the highest pitch as we approached 
this noble sheet of water, of which we had heard so much 
but which so few had vi:sited. To compare small things 
with great, we had been looking out for it, and anticipating 
a siO'ht of it, with something of the same feelings which 
Speke experienced when he mounted the last height and 
saw the magnificent Victoria Nyanza stretching away in the 
dim distance, far as the eye could reach. ·where the river 
enters it, Grand Lake is about six or seven miles in breadth, 
and with the encompassing hills gently sloping down to the 
water, densely wooded, and flashing under the rays of the 
setting sun in all the golden glories of autumn, and its 
bright waters gently heaving under the evening breeze, the 
sight was enchanting. Near the shore, the bottom is yellow 
sand; and the reflection on the rippling surface produces an 
endless succession of golden squares and circles, dazzingly 
beautiful in appearance. I stood on the shores enjoying 
the fine sight as long as daylight lasted, and watching the 
effect of the darkening shadows on the waters, which, as 
the breeze died away, became like molten silver. I tried 
to picture to myself this great watery expanse, st.retching 
from where I stood for fifty-four miles, away t(i)wards St. 
George's Bay, and grasping in its two arms a lofty island 
twenty-two miles in length, exceeding in extent the famous 
Lake of Geneva by nine miles. Here it had lain embosom­
ed in its surrounding hills, its silences unbroken save by 
the shouts of the Red men whose wiO'wams were once seen 
on its shores, or the wild unearthly n~te of the O'reat north­
ern diver fishing in its waters. In all these woods and hills 
stretching away in one direction to Red Indian Lake and 
in another to White Bay, there was not a single track ex­
cept the paths beaten by the deer in their annual migra-
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tions; and in the whole region around there wa::; not a Im­
man being but the few composing our party. I sat down 
on the trunk of a pine tree that had been washed up by the 
waves, and gave myself up to the ::;pirit of the hour and the 
influence of the scene. The shades of night had now dark­
ened the hill tops, and only a stray Lreath of wind played 
on the surface of the lake. The stillncs::; had in it some­
thing oppressi vc, almost painful. No warblers to fill the 
woods with their evening song; not even the hum of an in­
sect to disturb the stillness. In vain you hold your breath, 
and listen intently for the faintest sound. The silence was 
absolute, and had a peculiar and depressing influence on the 
feelings. To relieve this sombre m<;>0d I tried to picture the 
"good time coming," when the great valley stretching from 
shore to shore will be filled with a busy, prospereius popula­
tion; when the forests will be cleared away, and smiling 
cornfields and· meadows will overspread the scene; when 
along the iron road will be gliding the chariots of fire, drawn 
by the untiring steeds; when these beautiful blue waves 
will be a pathway for the stearcboat, with its tranquil mo­
tion; and when "young men and maidens, old men and 
children" will mingle their voices here in songs of gladness. 
It seemed to me, as I gazed in the darkcni11g twilight at 
lake and hill-tops, woods and sky, as if the utter stillnemi 
was prophetic of human approach-as if our little band was 
to be the pioneer of the. great wave of civilization, the boom 
of which I· seemed to hear along the newly-laid telegraph 
wire, which now pierced the forests. The dead and dreary 
stillness became vocal to my ear, and whispered that man, 
the lord of creation, the mighty king and conqueror, was 
coming to make all things new-to lmild the great city, to 
erect the monuments of human culture, to make this new 
world blossom like the old, to make "the wilderness and 
the solitary place glad." And as I listened, now that t~c 
mantle of darkness had wrapped the scene around, the all' 
seemed all alive with his name, the trees whispered it iu 
trembling expect&.ncy to one another; the breeze took it up 
and spread it over the hills and .alon~ the. valleys, ~nd 
proclaimed aloud that man> the rightful heir of all, was 
comincr; that his distant footfalls were heard; and the 
trees ~eemed to " clap their hands " in welcome, ~he hills 
to listen for his approach> the forests to bend thell' trem­
ulous tops in expectancy, and all nature to offer ~agerly 
the precious things with which for countless centunes she 
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had been storing her bountiful boso.m for " the heir of aJl 
the ages." 

HARE SOUP IN PANNIKINS-PARADISE RESTORED. 

I was awakened from these prophetic meditations by· the 
sound of the axe and the crash of falling timber, as our men 
were preparing fuel for. the eveni~g fire ; but theee sounds 
seemed also to accord \Hth my tram of thought, and to an­
nounce that the all conquering wave of human progress was 
coming. We camped that night in a dry sheltered nook on 
the shore of the lake. Next day we thought ourselves en­
titled to a little rest and recreation. The instincts of the 
hunter asserted tI.iemselves, and the Governor and Dr. EaJes 
were tempted to go off in pursuit of the flocks of 'Yild ducks 
in some of the neighboring brooks and ponds. They return­
ed to dinner pretty successful, and very hungry. Our cook­
ery to-day was a great triumph of art, and was earned out 
under special instructions. The grand feature in it was 
hare soup, in which also was a dash of wild duck, thrown 
in "to make the mixture slab and good." Behold us then, 
seated at our tent door, like Abraham of old; before us the 
placid expanse of the Jake, on our knees pannilpns smoking 
with this delicious woodland soup, in which a tender young 
hare had rendered up its juices in happy combination with 
those of some pie and shell ducks; and fancy what it must 
have been to dine under those circumstances, with the appe­
tites of hunters, breathing the sweet atmosphere of the 
woods, and with the blue vault of heaven for a canopy. 
Nothing to compare with this could be found within the 
pale of civilization. Dr. E. pronounced the soup "superb" 
in ~avor ; and waving his ~and gently over the epiga.13tric 
region, he declared that "it completely met and satisfie·d1 

e!ery aspiration," and gave him "a faint conception. cif:P~ra,!. 
dise Restored." · 

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE. 

His Excellency now decided on spending the remainder 
of the time at our disposal in a thorough exploration of this: 
fine lake, instead of pu2hing on to the sea coast .. Should 
we ~xp~ore it to the south-w~st~rn end, a distance of fifty­
four miles, we should be withm fifteen miles of Bay St. 
George, on the western coast; and a.c, the Governor had al­
ready visited Bay of Islands and St. George's Bay he can~ 
sidered that the time during which he could be abs~nt from 
the seat of Government would be mof.Jt profitably spent in 
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ascertaining the condition and capabilities of the country 
around the lake, regarding which information was but im­
perfect. Be5;ides, indications of coal had been repeatedly 
reported by I?revious -yisitors to this region; and the Gover­
nor was specially anx10us to ascertain whether there were 
any grounds for believing that a coal field existed in the 
neighborhood of Grand Lake, as, in case of workable seams 
of coal being discovered, the construction of a railway 
through this region would be doubly important. 

EXPLORATION FOR COAL-DISCOVERY OF A SEAM. 
Accordingly on the morning of the 3rd of October, Dr. 

Eales and I set out to explore for coal up a brook which 
falls into the lake at its northeast angle, about four miles 
from the place where we were encamped. Various rumors 
were afloat about coal having been found in thi8 k>rook, and 
in consequence it was named Coal Brook. J us~ at the mouth 
of the brook we came on the fresh tracks of a deer, and the 
Doctor waq unable to resist the temptation, and, rifle in 
hand, he started in pursuit of the deer, leaving me, in com­
pany with one of our men, to search for coal. We followed 
the bed of the brook, and found it slow and laborious work 
to make any progress. Wading at times, almost up to the 
knees in water, leaping from rock to rock, amid slippery 
boulders, and at times compelled by fallen trunks of trees 
to leave the stream and scramble through the woods, we 
painfully forced our way upwards. At first there was not 
the slightest sign of coal, but about three quarters of a mile 
from the mouth of the brook the formations changed­
boulders and ledges of soft micaceous sandstone were en­
countered in the bed of the stream, which is very rapid, and 
on the banks low cliffs of shale and soft sandstone, alterna­
ting with indurated clay. It was evident we were now in 
the coal measures: and we scrambled along slowly, careful­
ly examininO' every nook and cranny in the banks when­
ever an expisure of the strata occurred, and using our small 
handpicks constantly. At length I picked up a small frag­
ment of genuine coal, and our eager watchfulness redoubled. 
We had aone about a mile and a half up stream when, at a 
bend in the river, I saw some black substance cropping out 
on the left hand bank, and a few strokes of the pick served 
to show that I was the discoverer of a small seam of coal 
ten or twelve inches in thickness. I was almost as much 
enraptured as if I had found a gold ~ine. . Soon _we filled 
our knapsacks and pocket handkerchiefs with bright coal 
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of excellent quality, and started on our return journey~· We 
preferred, however, forcing our way through , the . tangled 
woods to returning by the rocky bed of the,stream. We 
kindled a fire on the sandy beach, and when the Gove~~or 
joined us at t!ie appointed hour, for _further explorations, 
we had a blazmO' coal fire to greet him. The coal, bu.r:qed 
brightly and fre~ly, leaving but little ashes, and appeared 
to be a good household coal. With all the pride of ·.disco­
verers we watched our glowing fire, and began to fancy that 
we had "struck it rich," and might, like the great Micawber, 
"fall back on coal." A little refiectiou, however, model'ated 
our feelings. The seam was far too small to be workable with 
profit, and the market for it too far away; and so we wisely 
concluded not to take out a mining license, but to leave it 
to some future speculator to work the coal beds here and 
become a millionaire. To become rich all at once might 
lead us into "divers temptations." Besides, were we not 
on the public service, and bound to have no private ends to 
serve 1 

.MR. JUKES' OPINION OF GRAND LAKE COAL FIELD. 
I do not know whether any one had previously discover­

ed this particular seam of coal,· but it is certain that coal 
was found, more than once bQfore this time, on the same 
brook. Nearly forty years ago Mr. J. B. Jukes, then a young 
man, afterwards one of the most eminent geologists of Bri­
tain, and for years at the head of the Irish Geological sur ... 
vey, spent a short time in Newfoundland, and among other 
places he visited Grand Lake, and ascended the brook I have 
described in search of coal. A mile from the mouth of the 
brook, he tells us in his interesting book ·On Newfoundland, 
he found "a bed of coal six inches thick, consisting princi­
pally of good cannel coal." The one I found was half a mile 
farther up the stream, and nearly twice as thick. I suspect 
Ju~es' ~earn has since been completely covered up by the 
fallmg m of the banks, as we did not observe it in coming 
up the stream. Mr. Jukes' says, "We went some distance 
further up the brook" (from. the seam he found), "but could 
find n? ~ore beds,.though Sulleon picked up a lump of good 
coal, s1x mches tluck, and apparently part of a larger mass, 
and as !·he current of ~he brook is very rapid, and its bed 
rocky, 1t must necessarily have come from above. What I 
had . seen, however, was sufficient to prove that all these 
clays and sandstones, extending through the flat country, 
and the head of the pond, belonged to a coal formation, 
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containing no doubt good beds of workable coal." "All these 
beds dipped at an angle of 30° to the southeast. LarO'e 
pie~es of coal were found in the bed of the brook (which is 
rapid and rocky) above this point, showinO' that more beds 
exist, and an Indian, of St. George's Harb~·, assured me he 
had seen a bed three feet thick, in the brook below this 
point, about thre~ years ago. This was probably true, as I 
saw many banks m the same brook where such beds might 
have appeared, but which were then covered with wood and 
rubbish which had fallen from above. It thus appears that 
the rocks containing beds of coal are those obsijrved to dip 
towards the wide level tract mentioned before as extendinO' 
northeast of the Grand Pond, and that as they approach 
that tract the beds become more horizontal and reO'u}ar. It 
is therefore highly probable that coal may be fo~nd over 
the whole or greater portion of it." He further says that 
the series of beds here is precisely similar to that on the 
southside of St. George's Bay, where he found a coal seam 
two feet and a half in thickness; and that the general dip 
is easterly, and that the angle of inclination becomes less as 
we recede from the granite and primary rocks. 

PROBABLE EXTENT 0F THE COAL FIELD. 
This is very weighty and important testimony, coming 

from such high authority. Strange to say, nothing has been 
done during the forty years which have elapsed since Jukes' 
visit to test the value of this coal field, which, beyond all 
doubt, extends to a very considerable distance from the 
northeastern encl of Grand Lake. From the River Humber, 
on the one side, to Sandy Lake on the other, along the 
banks of Main Brook, the river which we had descended, 
and around the head of the lake, runs the wide level tract 
referred to by Jukes, containing these coal meaimres, and 
in the whole or greater portion of which he considers it 
"highly probable that coal will be found." This is what 
aives siO'nificance to the 8mall seam which we had the good 
fortune 

0
to discover. The character of the formations all 

around warrants a careful examination of the region. It is 
not improbable that a valu~ble coal field will Y.et be opene<l 
up here. Hence the vast nnportance of a railway to tra­
verse this fine region, wanting which its resources 1mrnt r~­
main dormant. In my next letter I shall produce the evi­
dence of Mr. l\[urray in regard to the Grand Lake coal field. 
Mr. l\[urray has spent fourteen yearr; in working out the 
geology of the island, and therefore knows the country 
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thoroughly, and has done more t~an any _other man to .m~ke 
known its great resources. -He 1s the highest authority.on 
the subject. 

LETTER NINTH. 

MR. MURRAY ON GR.AND LAKE COAL FIELD. 

Mr. Murray, the director of our geologicai surver, h~s 
made a very careful examination of the coal formations. m 
Newfoundland and has from time to time in his reports 
described the places where they occur, defined their limits., 
and strenuously urged a scientific examination and the use 
of the boring-rod, with the view of inducing enterprisiJ;llg 
capitalists to invest in coal mining. This, however, like 
many of the other admirable suggestions, for the develo.p­
ment of our resources, which he has repeatedly urg~d in his 
reports, has hitherto been neglectei. I trust w<t have now 
reached a phase in our progress when the value of his re­
ports will be more general' y admitted and their suggestions 
carried into effect. He says in his report for 1865 :-" ':rhA 
coal formati~n is probably the most recent group of rocks 
exhibited in Newfoundland ( excepting always the superfi­
cial deposits of very modern date, which are largely made 
up of its ruins), and there may have been a time in the 
earth's history when it spread over the greater part of the 
\and which now forms the island; but a vast denudatiou- h8iS 
swept away much of the original accumulation and left the 
remainder in detached patches, filling up the hollows and 
valleys among the harder and· more endurable rocks of older 
date, on which it was at first unconformably deposited. ·· One 
of the most important. of these detached troughs; or basins 
of coal measures, is'in the Bay St. George, where the forma-: 
tion occupies nearly all the lower and more level tract of 
country between the mountains and the shores of the bay, 
and another lies, in a somewhat elongated basin, from be­
tween the more northern ends of the Grand and Deer Lakes 
and Whit~ Bay; the eastern outcr@p running through Sandy 
Lake, while the west~rn side probably comes out in the val-: 
ley of the Hum be; R~ver, near the eas~ern flank of the Loqg 
Range of mountains. The latter basm of coal measures is 
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the ?ne in which we were now exploring, and which., ac­
cordmg to Mr. Murray, is one of considerable dimensions 
extending from Grand and Deer Lakes to White Bay. H~ 
says the base of this coal formation is found " on the east 
side of the Grand Lake, opposite the northern end of the 
great island, from whence it skirts the shores of the lake in 
a 1;1-a.rrow bel_t, to the immediate vicinity of Old Harry Moun­
tam, where 1t runs under the water for a short distance re­
appearing on the points between Old Harry Brook ~nd 
Hind'51 Point, and again striking into the interior at a short 
distance to the northward of the latter point it bears for the 
base of the Conical Hill, crossing Coal Brook, and pointing 
towards the lower end of Sandy Pond." He further men­
tions being unable to find Jukes' seam on Coal Brook, 
probably in consequence of its being covered over with 
deb1··is, and also the fact that fragments of coal were washed 
up frequently on the northern shore of Grand Lake, indica­
ting the existence of a seam of coal near the mouth of Main 
Brook. I verified this myself by collecting on a point jut­
ting out into the lake a quantity of sm~ll fragments of coal 
of excellent quality, which had been washed ashore by west­
erly winds. These must be pieces broken off from a coal 
seam which runs underneath the waters of the lake. It 
could not be a difficult matter to determine the thickness of 
this seam by boring, as its position is pretty clearly indica­
ted. Mr. Murray sums up thus:-" From what I have been 
able to observe, if the workable beds of Cape Breton exist 
at all in the central trough of Newfoundland, the country 
where they may be expected to be found will be in the re­
gion between the Humber River and Sandy Pond, where 
there is ample room to bring in a sufficient accumulation of 
strata." In a later report-that for 1873-he says, "I am 
still of opinion that the region referred to (in the foregoing 
extract) is situated more favor~bly than any other in this 
respect, although the recent discovery of a seam seventeen 
inches in thickness on the Coal Brook leads me to suppose 
it by no means improbable that larger and more productive 
seams may be discovered, by trial with the boring-rod, near 
the banks of the Main Brook, or near the northern shores 
of the Grand Lake." It will be seen from the foregoing 
extract that Mr. Murray iR disposed to entertain very hope­
ful expectations regarding this coal field around the lake. 
I may mention, too, that His Excellency the Governor, 
whose experience in similar regions has been extensive, is 
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very sanguine regarding the development~ of this coal fi~ld,, 
and has formed a high estimate of the agr1cultul".al an~ mm­
eral resources generally of the country through wh1c~ we 
had passed, and especially around the l~ke. . He w~~ mde­
fatigable in his efforts to gain all possible mformation re­
garding its capabilities and fa_cilities for settl!ment, and. I 
was often struck with the direct and sagacious way. m 
which he reached the object in view, and with the clear and 
practical character of his aims. I may mention that the 
road, recently surveyed by Mr. Charles Harvey, passes 
through the very centre of the coal field described. by Mr. 
Murray; so that, should a railway be const!ucted, as is high­
ly probable, any workable seams of coal thai may be disco­
vered, could be readily turned to account. I am not aware, 
however, that the reported discovery of a seventeen inches 
seam of coal on Coal Breok, mentioned by Mr. M.urray in 
the foregoing extracts, has been verified. The one I stum­
bled on of ten or twelve inches, is, as far as I know, the. 
only one yet found.· . There is little doubt, however, that a. 
careful search would result in a re-discovery of the three 
feet seam described by the Indians, which the falling in of 
the banks has hid from view. 

-A CROOK IN OUR LOT-INSINUATING LIVE STOCK. 
The weather was warm, and on some . evenings close and 

sultry, while we were carrying on operations on the north-. 
eastern end of Grand Lake, and the mosquitoes took advan­
tage of it to make a final and desperate charge, conscious 
perhaps that their day was nearly over. Compared with 
what we should have experienced at an earlier date, their 
present assault was mild ; yet the irritation of the skin 
caused by their bites was very disagreeable, and produced 
no small amount of " Scotch fiddling." An old experienced 
mosquito, took an unfair advantage of me, when my hands 
were engaged in measuring a ~ine tree, and inflicted a severe 
bite on my nose, which speedily became the subject ·of in­
numerable jokes, and it was even hinted that there must 
be so?nething at the bottom of it in the shape of a private 
" pocket-pistol;" otherwise, the nasal promontary couid not 
have assumed such unnatural proportions. Still worse how.; 
ever,-a!3-other of these insinuating insects bit' me ~a;agely 
on the hp, but fortunately the- nasal swellin()' had subsided 
before the labial one set in, otherwise I sh~ld have been 
compelled to "take the veil." In combating mosquitoes, 
the most provo~ing thing is that b@wever many of tlae foe 
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may be slain, this has no deterring effect on the remainder, 
but rather seems to encourage them to rush on with renew­
ed energy, any number of volunteers on the forlorn hope 
being ready at a moment's notice. 

DEER LAKE, ITS SOIL AND PRODUCTS. 
Finding that our time would not permit us to explore the 

country around Deer Lake, the Governor despatched two of 
our men across the portage, nine miles in extent, between 
Grand Lake and Deer Lake, with orders to purchase speci­
mens of the vegetables raised there by the only two settlers 
who had ventured so far inland. They returned, bringing 
with them some splendid vegetables grown on a small farm 
which had been cleared by l\fr. Nichol, a nativA of Cape 
Breton. He came with the men· to pay his .respects to the 
Governor, and from him we obtained some very interesting 
information regarding the country, as he is a very intelli­
gent and industrious settler. He was loud in his praises of 
the land on the northern side of Deer Lake, which he de­
scribed as superior t0 any he had seen in Nova Scotia or 
Cape Breton. The extent of the good land he estimated at 
thirty-three miles in length, and with a breadth varying 
from two to five miles, all of it perfectly level. The soil is 
a deep sandy loam; and for the growth of root-crops could 
not be surpassed. He had grown potatoes which weighed 
each three pounds; parsnips and carrots twenty-two inches 
in length; and beans and peas one-third larger than the 
same kinds grown in Nova Scotia. He had raised a sma11 
quantity of wheat as an experiment, and found it quite 
equal to Canadian wheat; clover and buckwheat also grew 
luxuriantly, and he found the soil specialJy favorable to the 
growth of flax. He had not an opportunity of trying fruit 
trees, but from the character of the soil and the sheltere<l 
position of the district, he was of opinion that apples would 
thrive here. There were along the river rich "interval" 
lands which would make splendid meadows. and. on some 
of which he had cut natural grasses for hay. The timber 
is laro-e, consistin.Q' of pine, spruce, birch, and fir. In proof 
of hi~ statements~ he brought with him specimens of his 
vegetables, which we thought finer than anything of the 
kind we had seen grown in Newfoundland. His potatoes 
were of the kinds called Boston Rm;e, Early Rose, Pink 
Eyes, Island Blues, and a new variety which h~ had raise_d 
from the apple, and which I named Purple Nichols. His 
potatoes were never diseased, and for size and quality could 
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not be surpassed. He also produced fine speci~ens ?f tur­
nips, parsnips, broad beans, scarlet runne.rs, 9ahforma gar­
den pea, and flax. He considered the distr~c~ referre~ to 
as admirable for settlement, and was of opm10n that if a 
road were constructed throucrh, it would speedily be occu­
pied by settlers from Cape Breton, N cw Brunswick, a1;1d 
Nova Scotia. He further said that unlesi:; a road were bmlt 
he and the other settler did not intend to remain, as they 
were thirty-four miles from Bay of Islands, could not convey 
their surplus produce to market unless at a heavy expense, 
and were shut out from all the advantages of civilization­
no school for their children, and no church nearer than Bay 
of Islands. Owing to these discouragements, and to the 
fact that they had no title to the land they occupie?, t~iey 
had cleareJ only a few patches, and spent part of their time 
trapping and hunting. They al ways secured a supply of 
7enison in the fall of the year. The new road surveyed by 
Mr. Harvey, he stated, ran right through this fertile district 
and if built would open up the whole for settlement. Should 
a railway be constructed, produce could be sent to the min­
ing district on the eastern coast. For several days after, we 
revelled in Mr. Nichol's vegetables, which we found to be 
excellent. Here then, in addition to what we had passed 
through, is an extensive district, admirably adapted for set­
tlement, and capable of sustaining a large population in com­
fort. At present it contains l;WO families, who will hardly re­
remain in their present lonely, is9lated condition. It would 
be impossible to conceive of an easier country through which 
to run a road. We commemorated Mr. Nichol's visit by a 
famous supper of pork, cabbage. potatoes, and turnips, with 
a few "trimmings" to serve as top dres:sing. 
EXPLORATIONS ON THE N@RTHERN SHORE OF UHA~D LAKE. 

We moved our camp on October 4th to a spot on the op­
prn;itc shore of the lake, within a mile of the portage, and 
now prepared for a voyage of discovery up Grand Lake. 
Our canoes were too small for service on a lake where a 
gale. of wind would s1?eedily raise waves equal to those of a 
::-;ea m a storm, and still more dangerous. We were fortun­
ately able to secure a whaleboat which had been used by 
the .telegraph compa1;1y when constructing their line. Not 
havmg the opportumty of charterin()' 01· insuring this craft 

"t k th I " . 
0 

' we oo ~ e .oan ot it; as we were well aware that we 
had onl3: to as~{. and have, had we been in a position to 
cornmumcate with Mr. A. M. :MacKay, the able and respect-
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ed representative of the Anglo-American TeleO'raph Com­
pany in Newfoundland. Our new craft had a ;ail and four 
03:rs, and though heavy in rowing, ?ould stand a gale of 
wmd. We towed one of the canoes with us for explorati0ns 
in smooth water, and having beached the other, and stowed 
on board the whaleboat provisions for several days, we em­
barked on our voyage up the lake. Our Indian, Andrew 
Joe, had excited us no little by relating a tradition about a 
large seam of coal on the northwestem shore of the lake, 
which he had heard from his father and grandfather. This 
was said to Le about six: miles from our starting point, and 
we determined to keep a bright look out fol' the coal. 

COAL HUNTT:N"n. 

Rowing close to the shore, we carefully examined the for­
mations, which at first were sandstone and shale, precisely 
the same as on the opposite side, where the coal was found. 
This excited our hopes still more, and ten pair of cager eyes 
were searching every crevice and cliff as we moved along; 
each person wishing to be the first to cry out "Eureka." 
We landed repeatedly for a closer examination, when ~ny­
thing having a hopeful appearance presented itself, or any 
stratum was seen likely to hold the "black diamonds." The 
<lay was lovely ancl the scenery enchanting. I am familiar 
with the lake country of England, and, excepting at Win­
dermere and Ulswater, there is nothing there to surpass the 
beauty of Grand Lake, as I saw it, on this fine October 
morning. The noble amphitheatre ot encircling woods, 
glowing under a bright sun, in the varied tints of autumn, 
and with graceful-curve sweeping down to the water's edge; 
the e\Ter-shifting panorama of clouds floating in a deep blue 
sky; the pellucid water (if the lake ; the hills on the oppo­
site shore, with Conical Hill and Old Harry, fifteen hundred 
and sixty feet high, towering over the others ; the shores 
with their jutting points and numerous bights and inlets­
all combined to make up a scene of rarest beauty-enough 
to tempt men less practical and conscientious than we from 
coal hunting to the pursuit of the :-esthetic. 
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LETTER TENTH. 

CONFIGURATION ~ND .EXTENT. OF GRAND LAKE., 

Grand L~ke ~n which we were now afloat, is :fifty~six: 
miles in length, and has an area of· one hundred .and ninety~ 
two square miles. It is but fifty feet above the sea level. 
Many · brooks empty into it, but it has only one outlet~ 
Junction Brook-which joins the Humber. The southweat­
ern extremity bears about .northeast from the head of ,St. 
George's Bay, from which it is distant about fifteen miles. 
From this end, the lake, for the first seven miles, bears east­
southeast, and is about two miles wide. Then it trends 
round to east northeast, dividing .into tw:o arms, each about 
one mile wide. These two arms enclose an island twenty,­
two miles long and four or five miles wide in its middle por­
tion. .The shores of this island are very steep, and equally 
lofty with the· surrounding country at its south western end; 
but they become much lower at its northeastern extremity, 
which we were now approaching. From the island the lake 
runs in a northeastern direQtion, and widens, as I stated in 
a former letter, to a breadth of five or six miles. On its 
north western side the land slopes away northward into·. a 
very level and densely wooded tract which stretches away 
toward White Bay. It is said t!.iere is often. a tide in this 
lake after a storm, and doubtless this is caused by the bank­
ing up of the water at one end from ·the pressure of ·the 
wind. Our Indian, Andrew Joe, informea us that while the 
northea~tern end, nearl;r. to the island, froze completeiy over 
every wmter, the tra.d1t1on among his people was that the 
southwestern end had never been known to freeze over so 
as to enable persons to cross on the ice. This is very likely 
to be true, as at the northeastern end the shores are flat, 
and the water shallow, whereas at the other end the shores 
are lofty and precipitous, and the water deep, and ctmfi.ned 
to narrow channels. It is believed that the· bottom of the 
lake, at its southwestern extremity, is three hundred or four 
hundred feet below the level of the sea. The question pre­
sents itself, how have these clefts been formed? The best 
so~ution of the problem is, I think, that which refers the 
scooping out of these lakes and ponds to the action of ice 
during the glacial period, 
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CONTINUATION OF THE HUNT FOR COAL. 
All day we kept coasting along the northwestern shore 

of the lake, examining carefully every cliff and bed in hopes 
of discovering the coal seam of Indian tradition. Hour after 
hour passed, as we slowly rowed along, without result· but 
at length from the Governor's canoe, which \\as ahead we 
heard shouts of victory. When we reached the spot where 
they had landed we saw the Governor and his men eagerly 
at work on the face of a shelving cliff, with handpicks and 
hammers, His Excellency working with a will, and tearing 
out of one of the beds a bla~k substance that had all the 
appearance ot coal. The whole party scrambled over bould­
ers and up the face of the cliff, like wild goats, striving who 
should be the first to uncover a coal seam. Soon large frag­
ments of the black, glittering substance were collected and 
placed in the boat. The spot was directly opposite Old 
Harry Mountain, and in a region of soft sandstone and 
shale. On trial, however, it did not prove to be the genuine 
"black diamonds," but a shaly substance, too hard and slaty 
to ignite readily, though evidently of the nature of coal. I 
should say that the place where it was discovered by the 
Governor deserves a careful examination. It is quite pos­
sible these surface deposit£ may cover something of a better 
quality underneath. After rowing a few miles further we 
found ourselves in a granitic region, and, despairing of any 
more coal discoveries, we crossed to the southern shore of 
the lake, with a view to find a snug camping ground. Our 
tents were i:;peedily pitched, and thoroughly tired with our 
long exploration from early morning, we eagerly anticipated 
supper and rest. It was now the 5th of October, and the 
nights were getting rather cold. The fire built up to-night 
glowed like Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace, and threw up 
its tongues of flame till the tall pines were illuminated to 
their loftiest summits, and the birches, in their golden colors, 
presented the appearance of the "bush burning and not con­
sumed." As I lay rolled in a warm blanket on a soft bed of 
boughs, watching through the tree-tops the moon sailing 
aloft in her modest beauty, ere "sleep that knits up the 
ravelled sleeve of care" descended, I said to myself, "0 ye 
wretched Sybarites, who are now going to beds of down, by 
gas or lamp light, little do ye know the delights of hea.lt~­
ful slumbers in the sweet-scented woods, where the all' 1s 
pure as the breath of Paradise, and sleep, 'great nature's 
second course, chief nourisher in Jife's feast,' descends gent-
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ly ,nd ~raps · every sen~e in forg~tfuln~ss. L~tt~e do you 
dream, .oh p~mpere~ . children of luxury, :wha~ 1t 1s to sink 
into unc9nscioU;snes1dn an atmosp~ere fresh'w1~h th~ aroma 
of the wilderness and to awake m the mornmg w1th1 ·the 
perfumed breezes·' in your face, and the colours of russet,. of 
orange and gold, s:treaking t~e · eastern sk:y, · amid· ~h~ stl~­
ness ,.of the great woods which awaken, 1f anythmg will 
do so, feelings '<?f rererence. and .worship." "Na~ure's: soft 
nurse"· ~ook me in cparge ere I could complete this series. of 
reflections, and cut short the cur~ent of thought. I suppose, 
in: my case, it must have been the quiet of the scene, the 
total absence of al1 ' those exciting sights and sounds and 

· clut.ies which had long kept my bra1.n in a state of tensitm 
at·time$·hard to bear, which now rendered my enjoyme11·t 
· of :these solitudes so delightful. I was conscious of a flow 
of 'fresh, ~urrents of life and strength, from many sources, 
i~tio · the exhausted mind and enfeebled body.· I shall· al­
ways remem ~er those calm nights passed in the woods; with 
their'. sweet, suggestive memories of silence and repose­
tp.eir lullaby, t~e low murmur of the breeze amid the pine 
tops:-"-their shmibers so full of true repose. I think every 
hard-wrough~'. brain work<'.r should be turned loose into. the 
woods for six weeks annu;>..lly, whether as angler, sportsman 
or sentimental tourist in search of the beautiful. He would 
return with elastic. step, clear, healthful brain, and rich, 
bronzed complexion, full of fresh t.houghts redolent of. the 

· wdod~ a'nd flowers, and re-invigorated for his work.· Alas! 
_in t4e 'hard fC struggle for life," how few can secure such 
reoreation. 

THE ISLAND. 
The sun rose brighly next morning, and by ei~bt o'clock 

w~ were off ~p the lake. Soon our course brought us to the 
e~tE;r1!- ~nd of the great island, whose shores rise lofty. and 
precipitous, but densely wooded to the water's edae · The 
·e;treme end of ~he isl.and sl?pes .down into a low p~omon­
t~ry·; · and opposite to 1t, a pomt juts out from the main land 
~lled '' Grand Pond Point." The view of the island ! as we 
app~oached it, wa~ ~tr!kingly beautiful; and it wa~ ·with 
feehngs of. eager c.ur1os1ty and interest we gazed on this ·al­
m~st unknown land, for few ~hitemen had here: preceded 
us: The l~ke here separates mto two arm~, \vhich enclose 
th1~. great island. W ~ decided on following the southern 
arm, ~artly because 1t was unexp'lored, Mr. Murrayj. our 
geological surveyor, when here, having passed through the 
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northern arm. We now felt ourselves to be in "No Man's 
Land "-all was new and strange. The water in this chan­
nel is about a mile in average width; the hills on each side 
rise to a height of five hundred or six hundred feet, and for 
the most part, are wooded to the edge of the water. Our 
sail through this channel was charming. There was scarcely 
a ripple on the water, and it was an inexhaustible delight to 
glide along, marking the ever-varying features of the shore; 
the fantastic grouping of the trees; the music of the water­
falls high up among the hills; the great boulders along the 
margin of the lake, which had been for ages laved by its 
bright waters. I do not think that on the island there is 
much land fit for cultivation, but probably the elevated pla­
teau on the summit would furnish good grazing ground. 
There is on it, however, a large quantity of Yaluable timber, 

DEER KILLING. 

About three or four miles above Grand Pond Point two 
spits of land run out, one from the island, the other from 
the main lan<l, le~ving a narrow passage, which is a favorite 
crossing place for deer when coming from their feeding 
grounds in the interior of the island. Ou the main land 
opposite there is a depression in the hills, leading to a long 
stretch of open "barreus," which has been long known to 
hunters as a favorite res(!)rt of the cariboo. Hero then, if 
anywhere, we ha<l a chance of stocking out· larder with 
some good venison, and we were not disappointed this time. 
The quick eye of the Micmac Indian was i:;earching the 
shorn carefully as we approached the spot; and soon we 
heard his low whistle indicating that a deer was in sight. 
Our boat slowly drew in towards the shore. Andrew Joe, 
rifle in hand, crept carefully among the bushes so as to get 
within range of the spot where the doer, now seen swim­
ming across the lake, might be expected to land. "Silence 
deep as <lcath" was now enjoined, as the slightest noise 
would alarm the deer and drive him back to the island. 
Eagerly we watched his head, the only part visible, as he 
i:;wam 8lowly across. Several times he paused, as if he had 
some presentiment of his doom, and then our hopes sank to 
~ero. But he resumed his course, and at length, with pal­
pitating hearb;, we saw him slo~ly eme.rge from the w~ter, 
and the beautiful creature stood rn all lus noble proport10ns 
on the yellow sand, shaking himself after hi-; bath. He was 
a splendid young stag, and as I saw him walking, aJl uua­
ware of the doom that awaited him, up t0 within range of 
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the Red man's deadly rifle, I experienced. a pang_ of ;pity 
whicl:i made me hope that some lu~ky accident ,m1~ht, iyet 
lead to his· escape. But all unconscious he w~ked mto the 
jaws of death. How true it is often, .regardmg both men 
and deer, that 

"'Til!I a stern and awful thing to think 
How often· mortality stands on the brink 
Of its grave without any misgiving !" 

There was a flash, and the deadly. bolt struc~ him behiri_d 
the shoulder. The stag bounded 1.nto the air, fell on his 
knses, as if imploring mercy, ran a few yards into the water, 
and fell dead. · When we reached him with the boat he was 
as dead as one of the Pharaohs. His soft, innocent eyes 
were turned up, and from their half open lids seemed' to 
look at his murderers reproachfully. Andrew Joe did not 
appear to suffer any pangs of remorse as we towed him 
ashore. In ten minutes he was skinned and quartered-or 
as Andrew put it, he was in such a condition "that his own 
mother would not have known him." · That night we had 
a supper fit for an emperor. All our previous banquetg were 
thrown into the shade by the venison steaks and \Tenison 
soup. The memory of that feast will long remain green in 
the memory of those who shared it. Those juicy steaks cut 
faom the haunch, the delicate white fat an inch ana a half 
in thickness, a;nd that superb soup which, when swallowed, 
seemed to r~diate through your whole being, completely dis:. 
parsed all my sentimentality about slaughtering the beauti­
ful creature, and I saw the fitness of things as illustrated in 
the operation of the law of the "survival of the fittest." 
The hunter instinct awoke now in all its force, and two· of 
our party resolved to remain at this spot to hunt the cari­
boo. His Excellency and I however scorned to be diverted 
from our higher enterprise by mere sport, and taking a good 
supply of venison with. us we started for further explora­
tions up the lake. · When we returned we found that our 
hunters had bee·n most fortunate, having at the same spot 
shot a magnificent full-grown stag, with antlers of huge 
dimensions and beautiful shape, which in Europe would sell 
for ten guineas. They had also slain a fine plump young 
doe, tl}.e flesh of which was much finer in flavour and even 
tenderer than that of the young stag. It was estimated by 
Andr~w · that the large stag would weigh 500 lbs., and the 
other two together 550 lbs. ; so that we had now far more 
venison than we could possibly consume. The men had an 
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unlimited allowa11ce, and the quantity we all manao·ed to 
eny~lop was astoundi~g. What frying and stewing ! 

0
What 

boilmg and soup-makmg ! It would be difficult to find a 
better hunting-ground than that on which we were. In this 
spot our men saw in all sixteen deer, and could have killed 
more, hut forbore to slaughter them for mere sport. 

----~-------------·--~------·--··--- --· 

LETTER ELEVEN'.rH. 

A.URlFEROUS QUARTZ. 

The last day of our advance westward in exploring Graud 
Lake had now arrived. It· was the 7th of October. On the 
previous afternoon we had made a good run with a fair 
wind along the southern shore of the great island enclosed 
in the arms of the lake, occasional]y crossing the channel, 
about a mile in width, to examine anything of interest that 
presented itself on the mainland. The shades of evening 
closed around us, and we camped in a pleasant locality far 
up this channel. Opposite our camp on this island we could 
discern the flashing of a waterfall as the rny£ of the setting 
sun fell on the foaming torrent leaping over a rocky ledge. 
Close_ to our camp I discovered a small brcok, up which I 
forced my way, all alone, before it becam~ quite dark. There 
is a wonderful charm in exploring a regiou entirely new; 
and here was one where probably the foot of white or 
red man had never been before. The little stream was so 
thickly covered with overhanging woods at its mouth as 
to be hardly discernible ; but on following it for some dis­
tance, climbing over falling trunks of trees, wading pools, 
hoppin()' from boulder to boulder, and at times creeping 
through tanO'led woods along the banks, I found that this 
insignificant torrent had, in the comse of ages, cut out a 
deep chasm and laid bare the various formations. I came 
at length to a quartz ledge, and, after hammering for a 
while, I broke off pieces which contained specks of copper. 
It struck me, however, from tlrn appearance of the lluartz, 
t~at it might poss~hly contain imme ~article of a more pre­
cious metal, and I brought back with me some samples 
which, on my return home, I g~t teste_d by l\lr. ~arcl~y, the 
able analytic chemist of Betts Cove mme. He ~ound m one. 
piece "a small quantity of gold, but not sufficient to be of 
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any pr:.wtical value," and in another piece "a trace of gold." 
I think this fact that on the shore of Grand Lake quartz 
has been found holding even a minute quantity of gold, is 
not without some interest. I do not know, of course, what 
is the extent of the quartz ledge here, but it is not impos­
sible that far richer specimens might yet be found along 
these shores. On the morning of the 7th October we were 
astir at break of day. The Governor, with two men, cross­
ed the channel to examine the waterfall on the island; and 
presently we could see him scrambling eagerly over the 
boulders and scaling the cliff. He described the scene as 
very beautiful and the view from the higher ground of lake, 
wood, and waterfall as splendid. I spent the interval in a 
further examination of the brook in which I had found the 
qua.rlz, Lut without any more interesting results. 

CALLING A HALT. 
After breakfast we started on our last voyage up the lake. 

The weather was beautiful, and the water perfectly calm. 
Mile after mile we rowed along, meetiug everywhere a lofty, 
precipitous shore on both sides of the ch~nnel, generally 
wooded to the water's edge, but sometimes presenting a 
naked cliff, five hundred or six hundred feet in height, at 
the foot of which the water was very deep. We were now 
not far from the western end of the island, where the two 
arms of the lake meet with a gradual curve, and the lake 
terminates in a ::.art of creek some four or five miles in 
length. The appearance of both shores, on the isl~nd and 
mainland, became more and more monotonous the further 
we advanced, and though the slope was genei·ally sufficient 
for the growth of trees, the last twenty feet were usually 
quite bare, plunging like a sloping wall into the water. It 
was impossible almost to find a landing place, and ou such 
shores there was nothing to discover. The rocks appeared 
to be gneissoid. Nothing was,to be gained by following up 
the lake to its extremity, over the few miles that yet la.y 
ahead of us ; and as the time fixed for our return wRs at 
hand, the Governor at length ordered a halt. We took a 
long look at the impressive scene-at the deep ravine form­
ed by the arm of the lake through which we had been sail­
ing--at the lofty island, an glowing with the tints of autumn 
-at the leafy solitudes, stretching away for unknown dis­
tances along the slopes of the mainland. Then the word 
was given, the boat's head was turned eastward, and we 
were homeward bound. 
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H0MEWARD BOUND-A SQUALL ON GRAND LAKE. 
Having arrived at the place where our party of deer hunt­

ers had been left, we found, as I mentioned in last letter 
that they had been successful in shooting a splendid full~ 
grown stag and a plump doe. They could easily have kill­
ed more, if so disposed, on the open "barrens" on the sum­
mit ?f the hill, where the deer congregate after crossing from 
the island on the southern migration ; but they were vir­
tuous enough to abstain from slaughtering noble animals 
and leaving their flesh to the wolves. We now loaded our 
boats with the trophies of the chase-three carcases of ven­
ison, the skins of the slain, and. above all the magnificent 
antlers of the stag; and we found that we were now pretty 
deeply laden. The large antlers were lashed in the bow of 
the canoe, and presented a very pretty appearance as the 
light vessel skimmed gracefully over the surface of the 
water. I could not but admire the self-denial of the Gov­
ernor in putting aside the strong temptations of deer stalk­
ing, and steadily pursuing the one object of exploration, in 
order to ascertain the character and capabilities of this un­
known region. Vve were now in one of the finest localities 
in the island for deer, and we had hit the most favourable 
time for stalking, the annual migration having commenced. 
Small herds were constantly crossing from the island to the 
mainland, and congregating on the feeding grounds above 
the lake. His Excellency is a keen sportsman and a deadly 
shot with the rifle; and it must have cost him a severe 
pang to turn his back on the deer and pursue the work of 
exploration. We had now left the island behind us and got 
fairly out into the wide expansion of the lake. The weather 
had been looking ~uspicious for some time; and dark clouds 
began to gather on the hilltops, which soon discharged them­
selves in heavy sh0wers. Gusts of wind swept the surface 
of the lake, and speedily raised no inconsiderable commo­
tion around us. At length one peculiarly sullen-looking 
cloud spread ifa;elf to windward, and Andrew Joe announ­
ced that we were "going to have a big blow." After a 
few preliminary puffs the squall came down on us in full 
force, and it was surprising to see how speedily waves, like 
those of a sea in a gale, rose and tossed us about. The 
Go, .. ernor was equal to the ernei-gency, and at once t<wk the 
steering oar and directed all operations. He had braved 
many a storm awl auide<l many a gallant ship in battling 
with the billows, aid we could not have had a more skil-
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fol pilot. Steering a peculiarly clumsy boat, behind which 
a canoe was towed with a heavy oar, in a squall, and hav­
ino· but one small ;ail and four oarsman, is no child's play; 
btrt. the Governor was quite at home in the worl~, and e~i­
dentl y enjoyed it. Happily the gale, though a stiff one, did 
not last lonQ', and after it came a calm and a burst of sun­
shine. We ~reached safely our old camping ground at the 
eastern end of the lake, and spent a short time in a further 
imarch for coal. On a point jutting out inte the Jake ?PPO­
site Seal Island I managed to pick up a small quantity of 
pieces of coal which had been washed up by the wa,eR, 
Bvidently showing that there must be a seam of coal at the 
bottom, from which these fragments were broken. The 
<)Uality of the coal was found to be excellent. 

RAPID RUN TO HALL'S BAY. 
I must now pass rapidly over the incidents of our return 

journey, which was by the same route as that already tra­
'versed. We took our last look at Grand Lake and its noble 
surroundings on the afternoon of October 9th. Our boat 
and canoes, especially the former, were heavily laden with 
venison ; but as we feasted on it constantly the consump­
tion of ten men made it grow "small by degrees and beau­
tifully less." Sti11 we had far more than we could consume, 
and reserving a fine haunch for conveyance to St. John'~, 
ancl a sufficient amount for the journey, we gave a large 
carcass to the telegraph operator at Sandy Lake. We were 
detained at the western end of Sandy Lake over a day and 
a half by a heavy northeast gale, accompanied with rain, 
which rendered it impossible for canoes to cross the Jake. 
The gale moderated on Friday evening, October 11th, and 
at G.30 p.m. we embarked. We had a charming sail by 
moonlight across Sandy Lake, then along Birchy Lake, and 
at one o'clock in the morning of October 12th we camped 
on the portage. Aided by six: stout fellows from the road 
party, who were near the ~pot, we transported everything 
across the portage between eight and ten o'clock in the 
mornin~, and got afloat on Indian Brook, now swollen by re­
cent rams, bonnd for our :;:tarting point, Hall's Bay. Aided 
by the force of the current, we rushed alonO" at the rate of 
~ve 1~1iles an hour, and reache.d the house of' .Mr. Peters at 
mx o clock the same eY<'ning. Thus in twenty-four hours 
we ra.n from the wc~;tern end ol' Sandy Lake to Hall's Bay, 
stoppmg at the portage for rest and refreshment eiO'ht l10urn 
and a half. 'Thi~: is belien~d to he the quickest ~·un ever 
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made over this route, and shows how easy the transit across 
the isJand cc;mld be made along this track. Next forenoon 
the steamship Fl.e1·ciiles called for us, and after a fine passaO'e 
we landed at St. John's on the 15th of October havi;O' 
spent on the trip a mont11, wanting five days. Alto<Yethe~ 
the excursion was a most agreeable one, and was rei~dered 
doubly "o by the unvarying kindness and c@urtesy of His 
Excellency the Governor. When next I go out explorinO' 
the wilds of Newfoundland, T trust it will be under hi~ 
leadership. 

C@NCLUSION-RESULTS OF THE EXCURSION. 
I hR.ve now, in closing, to sum up the results of the ex­

ploration in a few words. Our excursi0n, it will be seen, 
extended nearly across the island, as the western end of 
Grand Lake is but fifteen miles from the head of St. George's 
Bay, on the west coast. A road one hundred miles in length 
would unite Bay of Islands, on the west coast, with Notre 
Dame Bay, the great mining region, on the east coast. Such 
a road could have its eastern terminus either at Hall's Bay, 
or, following the surveyed route, at the southwest arm of 
Green Bay. The latter seems, on the whole, the preferable 
route, and is over ten miles shorter. When we take into 
account that there is, as we have seen, a large extent of 
good arable land all along this route, having on it at present 
much fine timber, and that the agricultural· capabilities of 
the country at·ound Deer Lake especially are of the most 
inviting character for settlement-when the eastern section 
presents unmistakable indications of being a mineral region, 
while a promising coal field would be crossed by this road 
in the neighborhood of Grand Lake-it seems to me that 
there are the strongest possible reasons for the immediate 
construction of a railway through this fine district. Such 
a line of railway, being at first only designed for local 
traffic, need not be constructed on an expensive scale, and, 
in the event of mines being opened along the route, it would 
be used for the transport of coal and minerals, and would 
thus, in all probability, become a very remunerative line. 
Mining operations around Notre Dame Bay would receive 
a favorable impulse from the construction of such a line. 
At present all the necessaries of life have to be imported 
by sea from long distances for the support of the mining 
population, and labour is thus greatly enhanced in cost. 
W erP there an agricultural population settled along this 
route, and in communication by railway with the mine~, the 



70 ACROSS NEWFOUNDLAND 

muhual benefits would be immense. A never-failing market 
for aU kinds qf agricuJtural produce, for cattle, poultry, &C.'.,· 
as well as for timbe11 of all kinds, would be. preseqted. at the· 
mines; and the ~xpense of liying among the i;p.ining popula,7 
tion wou!d be gre~tly Jessen~d, and th~ corofpr.t~ Q~ the peo­
ple increased. · L.~rge quantities ot coal for ~meltmg pur~aseft,t 
as well as for domestic use, would be requ1re~ at the ~lJla~,J. 
whil~ St .. Jo~µ'~ and ot~er .. places ~ould. hf\ su~pl\~d,, ;with1 
coal, as tµe capital can be reaqhed by a ijt~am,er m .. ~w;enty­
four hours from Notre Dame Bay. The grand des~r-"~' 
at present is to giv.e an impul.se to agricultu:r;al industry, and. 
to draft t;h.e srirplris 9.f our :qshing population, who;;;~ sup~iitt~ 
ence is very precarious, to the c1,1ltivation of the land. Wer~; 
this region pierc~d by a railway, there ~nnot be a doupt!' 
that the country along, the :route would be rapidly s~ttl~} 
by. an agricultural population. Supposing that o~ly .IQ,OQO:t 
of' a population could be septlec;l here -and th_i§J woµl,d. be au 
very low calcula.tion-wh~t an impul~e would thus h~:given, 
to the industry and tra~e of th~ ;whole colony. The building~. 
of such a line woµld c;listribut~ no ince>nsiderable. ampunt, in 
the shape. of wa&'es1 among · our working people, and thus 
help Wem. to commence farzping1 if so inclined. <;lradua.lly, 
an the available l&.nds ia the ne1ghborhood ~f Notre P~e. · 
Bay would be settled, including the great vaUey of the.J,x;'l .. 
ploits. Agriculture and stock-r~ising, if once started, .might 
expand indefinitely .. There could be n<>; finef, region fo;J,' feed­
ing cattle and sheep than the one referred to.· The expor­
tation of live stock and dead meat froltl Canada and the 
United States to England is every year att~ining largcw 
proportions. Farmers in Newfounq.land would have great! 
advantag~s over those in Canada and. the States, owing to 
the much shorter ocean passage between this Island and 
England, in conducting such a business. I am confident tµe, 
day will come when, from these shores, thi~ tr1;1,ffic will rea®i. 
large dimens~ons. The growth of beet root for the mami ~ 
facture of sugar is now being successfully introduced ,in 
~ower Ca1:1a<la a1:1,d New Brunswick, and from the d~scri p­
t1<m of soil reqmred fo~ the growth. of the sugar beet, I 
strongly suspect we have many districts in which it could 
be cultivated with adv,antige; and tht:Js sugar sufficient for 
our whole population might yet be produced 'here. As our 
Government have now taken the initiatory step of having 
a ro!Ld sur~eyed through the route referred to, it is evident: 
they are ahve to the advantages of thus uniting east and. 
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west, and making the interior accessible. We will fenent­
ly hope that they will see the necessity of a rail way rather 
than a waggon road through this district. 

OPENING UP THE COUNTRY. 

There is yet another view of the case. Supposing that a 
railway were built from Notre Dame Bay to Grand Lake, 
the waters of that fine lake would be available during eight 
or nin·e months of the year for a line of communication by 
steamboat to St. George's Bay; as the head of that bay is 
but fifteen miles from the western end of the lake, and the 
construction of a road over this distance would not be diffi­
cult, as there is an Indian portage all the way. Still more, 
a branch line of railway from Bay of Islands to St. George's 
Bay would be easy of construction ; and thus the whole of 
St. George's Bay, where there is an extensive coal field, and 
where lead is abundant, and where large tracts of the best 
land in the island are to be found, would be opened up by 
the proposed railway and connected with our populous east­
ern shores. From GranJ. Lake another line of road could 
be opened along Rind's Brook and Pond to Red Indian Lake 
and the Exploits Valley, and thus some of the finest districts 
in the island would be made accessible. By the hand of 
nature a great plain has been sptead out from east to west, 
thus marking unmistakably the proper route for a road 
across the island. On this plain the greatest height of laud 
to be surmounted is but one hundred feet. 

FINIS. 

My task is now completed. I have aimed simply at de­
scribing, as accurately as I could, what I saw on this excur­
sion; and I trust the narrafrrn will not be altogether devoid 
of interest or barren of results. I have been merely a n:ir­
rator; and the real credit of whatever good may flow from 
the exploration is due to His Excellency the Governer, who 
planned and carried out the whole, and who has already 
laid the people of N ewfoundlancl under deep obligations by 
~is energy and unwearied activity in pro1m1ting their best 
rntercsts. 





LFJ'r11 ERS 
D.ESURIPTl\'E O..b' A VJ~IT TU OUR .I\llNlN(; RE­

GION, JN AUGUST, U,7,',. 

LETT}~R ~.,IltS'.11\ 
I have· just returned from a Lrief visit tu uur 1111u­

ing region, and propose to furni~h some account of what 
I saw, with the results of my observatiorn,. I urny say, 
at the outset, that high as was the estimate I formed ~>f' 
the cc1.pabilities of this island as. a mineral region from 
information furnished by others, pcrnonal observation has 
convinced me that "the half had not been told," and 
that there is the strongest ground for believiug that the 
mineral wealth of Newfoundland is immense, and that 
the future will witness such a developrnl'11t nf' mining in­
dustry as will make it tlo1e Chili of North America. A8 
yet mining enterprise is but in its infancy here, and only 
near the shores have any careful examinations been made, 
or any operations commenced; but already, as I shall pre­
sently show, the discoveries made warrant the largest ex­
pectations when once the interior is opened and thoro'.ighly 
prospected. I venture the prediction, from what I have 
seen and heard, that this island will become the great source 
of supply for the copper market of England, and that here 
will spring up a race of "-copper-lords," who will be able to 
control that market in the future. This is no flight of ima­
gination, as I hope to be able to convince my readers be­
fore I have done, but a conclm;ion sustained by sober iact:-;. 

THE PURSUIT OF KNUWLEDlm U~DER DH'l<'I()ULTIES. 

The mining region is situated around the ::ihorcs of the 
great Bay of Notre Dame, on the northeast coast, an<l is 
nearly two hundred miles north of St. John's. It can only 
be reached by sea from the capital, our road system being 
as yet of small dimensions compared with the extent o± the 
island. The mail steamer Plucc1· makes fortnightly trips 
between St. John's and Tilt Cove, calling at the intennedi-
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ate ports, and generally_ makes the ru':1 in _two day~ or two 
days and a half: occupyrng the same time rn returnmg. In 
order to save time, I took passage on the 8th of Auguat, for 
Betts Cove in the steam-tuo· Hawle.-.::, which ran direct, 
makinO' but one call on the v~yage. I reached my destina­
tion ir:' thirty-two hour:;. But I regret to say the voyage is 
to me a complete blank. My intellectual and observational 
faculties ,vere under au eclipse; my sense of the beautiful 
in form and color was temporarily :mspended; my interest 
in men and things, iu the grandeur of creation, iu the music 
of ocean, in the risiug· sun gilding the heaving billows, in the 
moon as she poured out her Hoods of molten gold on the 
dimplino· waves, was entirely blotted out. What was it to 
me that we were glidiug past majestic cliffs, crossing the 
muuLiis vf tuagnificent bays, whose green shores were dotted 
with the white cottages of fishermen, or coasting along islets 
:,;culptured into fantastic forms by the blows ,>f the Atlantic 
billo\\s, when all the while I was groaning under that most 
humiliating, ignominious malady which assails those land:,;­
men who "go clown to the sea in ships." Nature had nu 
charms for me, ueither had "the human face di vine," whether 
owned by man or woman. Strange that such a complete 
upsetting of one's mental and moral nature rilhould be caused 
by a reversal of the peristalic motion leading to a succes­
sion of "uptrains," and a total suspension of "<lowntrains !" 

'' "\Vho need pique hi1rn,elf on intellect, whose use 
Depends so much upon the gastric j nice." 

I regard sea-sickness as a fragment of the primeval cur~e 
which followed man's transgression, and !:-till pursues our 
erring race. Under its malign iufiuE.nce faith; hope, and 
love are extinguished, for the time heinn·. Life seems AL 

horrid 11ightmare; all that i::, good looks l>aJ, and all that 
is bad a thousand times worse. A :-;ucce-.;siou of friO'htful 
or disgusting images rolls before the mental visiou 1in0' aH 
the train of animals which filed iuto Noah's ark. 'I d;'ubt 
if ~11y m~n, unde~· its i~fluenc~, could honestly say that he 
Leheved m the Th1rty-mne Articles, the Confession of Faith 
or the Catechisms, larger and shorter. Scepticism a-ets th~ 
upper hand as the bile mounts upward. DoubtlesJ in the 
economy of the universe it is designed to serve so~e wise 
purpose. It may help to "keep us humble and m1ndful of 
death," and to beat. down our i_nor<linate vanity as the in­
ventors _of steamships; .b~1t, wl11le. torn and worried Ly it, 
we feel it to be an ummt1gated ev1 l, :rnd "we groan, being 
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burdened." I have sometimes grimly watched its effects on 
di~erent individuak Some are sullen, silent, misanthropic; 
the,r sour aspect shows they have no faith in goodness, no 
deligh~ in the beautiful. Others collapse utterly, and be­
come limp and helpless. Some groan and rnoari out their 
misery; others suffer in silent agony, being completely flat­
tened out, and but semi-couscioufl. Dante could hardly 
have experienced the wretchedness of sea-sickness, or in his 
Infe1·no he woulJ have pictureJ a group of wretches fo1· 
ever undergoing the tortures of this excruciating malady. 
It is wonderful that Satan did not think of trying its effect 
on Job when other inflictions failed 0£ the desired effect. 
Burns apostrophises toothache as " the hell o' a' diseasef-1," 
but he had never been at sea in a small Hteamer, with a 
northeaster heaving the billows of the North Atlantic, and 
bringing out all her capabilities of rolling, otherwis~ he 
would have apostrophised the sea malady in'iteafl of tooth­
ache. 

BETTS <'0\'E. 

It was cheering news when, on the morning of August 
10th, at nine o'clock, I was told that the steamer was en­
tering Betts Cove, now renowned as the centre of mining 
operations The entrance cf the harbor is strikiug and pic­
turesque. On each side of a 11arrow opening in a wall of 
rock, huge cliff.~ tower aloft to the height of three hundred 
and fifty feet, and on one Hide are almost perpendicular. 
The indentation ha" formed a harbor which, though i:;mall, is 
deep and safe, arnl has been made quite secure by a break­
water. The first thing that catches the eye is the fine 
wharveR, nearly half a mile in extent, erected by the Betts 
Cove mining company, around both sides of the harbour. 
When we arrived, a large iron steamer, the Rml'land, of 
1,800 tons burthen, was lying at the wharf taking in copper 
ore for Swansea. On the opposite side a large brigantine 
was discharginO' her caruo· a1Hl a number of small craft 

0 ;::, ' 

were lyincr at anchor or moored to the wharf. On the left 
hand, on: shelf of rock, at a moderate elevation above the 
extremity of the wharf, smelting works are in course of erec­
tion, corn~isting of six large cupola furnace~, on the most 
approved principle, and having all the latest 1mpro:·ements. 
These are designed to smelt the poorer ores and bnng them 
to a "reo·ulus" 0f thirty or forty per ceut.. previous to ex­
portatio;. Higher up the hill are oth~r smelting w:orks: 
which have been in operation for some time, and consrnt ot 
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reverberatory furnaces. The tramway which connects the 
mine wi::h the harbor, and is a mile in length, descends the 
face of the hill apparently at an angle of ~5 degrees .. Down 
this glide steadily the waggons filled \:1th ore, while the 
empty waggons are drawn up, by the weight of th~ descend­
ing trains, to a level aboYe, whe11ce th~y are easilf draw.n 
to the mouth of the outcast shaft. Thrn tramway 1s admi­
rably constructed, and is a work of immense labor. It C?n­
sists 0£ a double track, with a foot way between, a.long wh1ch 
sure-footed persons of steady nerve may walk safely, even 
when the waggons are running up and down. It is, how­
ever, a little trying to the nerves, as I know by experience, 
to find yourself at times, looking down intG a chasm fifty or 
sixty feet deep, over which the track runs, being supported 
on upright poles; and should the rumble of an approaching 
waggon be heard at this spot, it will not add greatly to your 
composure. Custom, however, is everything; and the men 
run up and down this footway fearlessly. When loading 
vessels, three hundred tons of ore pass over this tramway 
daily. 

On the wharf where I landed all was bustle and activity. 
Labourers were putting the ore on board in wheel-barrows, 
from the termination 0f the tram way. Others were dis­
charging the cargoes of vessels ancl conveying goods to the 
Rtores, or piling up coal in the sheds for winter consump­
tion. Teams of powerful horses were dragging up the steep 
road great trunks of trees, to he employed in timbering the 
mine, in those places where the roof requires support when 
the ore has been removed. The spacious store of the com­
pany seemed to bo well filled with customers. It was pay­
clay, and a crowd of brawny miners surrounded the entrance 
of the office, waiting for their tum at the wicket. They 
:vere _wel~ clad,. heal~hy looking and orderly. The sale of 
1 ntox1catrng clnnks 1s prohibited in Betts Cove, under the 
Rternest penalties,. aml the results are apparent in the gcod 
ordec w Inch prevailR, the absence of rows and street disturb­
ances, and the .comfortabl~ a~pect of the population. Till 
lately. the serv 1crf: of a srngle constable were sufficient to 
keep 111 order a population numbel'ino· between 1 800 and 
() 00(1 T · · l? ' -, . . wo yohcemen have lately arnvecl from St. John's, 
hut then· duties are chiefly confine1l to the detection of illicit 
sellern of spirit:; in the little settlement near Betts Con'. 
Dnri1~g 

1 
m:y stay of ():'Cl: ~ fnrtnJgh t l did not see any 011e 

unde1 tne rnfluence of hc:nor. The Snnday j.::; as quiet and 
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as well observed as in the best regulated town I have ever 
visited; crimes of theft ancl violence are aln1ost unknown. 
And_ yet here ar~ gat~1~red n:en fro~ all ~tuarters, and repre­
sentmg all nat10nahties-olcl Cahforma and Australian 
miners who have tramped the globe; steaJy, thrifty; intel­
ligent Nova Scotians; Cornishmen whose mines have beell 
closed, and who have crossed the Atlantic in search of work, 
Germans, French, and a few· Italians. I should say consider­
ably more than half of the population are Newfoundlanders, 
who, after a little experience, make excellent workmen. It 
is wonderful how the fame of Betts Cove mine has travelled 
far aml wi<le, and attracted men from all quttrters. Skilled 
miners can earn from tw) dollars to two and a halt dollars 
a day; labourers get one dollar and ten cents a day. In ad­
dition to the prohibition of liquors another safeguard. con­
sists in the fact that any troublesome or disreputable persons 
can be quietly got rid of by refusing them employment. 
Steady, hard work is the order of the clay at Betts Co7e ; 
and idlers or disorderly persons speedily find themselves in 
an ungenial atmosphere. Numerous cases have occurred in 
which workmen who has been dissipated elsewhere have 
been here transformed into sober, industrious citizens. 

The village, which has clustered around the harbour, is 
built at the mouth of a 11arrow ravine, through which a 
small brook runs from a little lake about a half mile lEs­
tant. Precipitous rocks rise on each side of the ravine, leav­
ina but little space for sites of hotrnes and a roadway. In 
co~sequence, the houses have been built wherever a site 
could be found-in a cleft of the rock, on some overhanging 
shelf or terrace, or al01w the margin of the little stream. 

·· Around the head of the t·irnrbour and along the side of the 
brook there is what may be called a regular street; but the 
rest of the houses arA planted on rocky platforms, where­
ever sufHcient ~.;nace can be obtained, whether under the 
cliff..;;; or on the l~wer Cl't'~;ts of the hills. Some of them are 
reached by long flights of steps, bnl, all are neat and seem­
ingly comfortable. On a rising ground overlooking the har­
bor stands "the cottao·c," the residence of Mr. Ellershausen, 
the managing partne~ of the Bett~ O<n-n . .Mining Company, 
whose skilfn! energy and cnterpnsc have produced snrh 
wonderfol re:m1b:, awl in the shm·lt space rif three years con­
verted a nw(leil wil,krne . .;s into a. hive of industry. As an 
orCYanizer of1:1labour he has few superior:~. He ca.u (Erect 
difficult and cnmplicatl·il operation~~ with that quiet n1as;-
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tery and attention to minute details which mark him out 
as a genuine "captain of industry.'' Indo~1itabl~ ener~y, 
the ability to "toil terribly" in conquerrng difficulties, 
boundless hope and courage were all needefl to conduct to 
success such an enterprise. His sound judgment has bec;1 
shown conspicuously in the selection of his officers, as he 
has been able to surround himself with a staff of whom any 
man might be proud-each highly trained in his own de­
partment, and all thorough gentlemen, and possessed of un­
bounded confidence in their "chief" nnd devotion to the 
work he has in hand. How gigantic that work has been 
may be judged of from the fact that three years ago a couple 
of :fishermen's huts alone occupied Betts Cove, and that in 
that time, haviug men and materials to import from great 
distances, he has ~hipped about 75,000 tons of ore, the value 
of which could hardly have been nuder two million one 
hundred thousand dollars, and last year he paid in wages 
alone half a million of dollars. He has made Betts Cove a 
centre from which new mining enterprises in surrounding 
localities can bt' conducted with economy and efficiency, 
and has conferred on Newfoundland an immense benefit by 
showing what can be c1.me in the development of its re­
sources by the applicati ,n of skill and capital. The condi­
tion of the Rettlement shows that the material and moral 
interests of the people are well cared fm·, and the high es­
teem and respect entertained by a11 the people for their able 
"chief" prove that his benevolent effort'! ar~ 1111<1erst.oofl and 
appreciated. · 

------ -- -· 

LETTER SECOND. 

THE COPPER FEYER. 

In my last letter _I gave some account of the general ap­
peara1.1ce of Betts Uove, and of the ex tent of the minin()' 
operations carried .on there.. The enthusiasm which per~ 
vades the commumty there rn re<Yarcl to eop1)e1· minincr re-

. d f b b mm s me o what I have read of the gol1l fever elsewhere. 
though t~rn speculath·e mai~ia is of a n~ueh milder type, fo{· 
very obv10us reasons. Unlike o·old mi11inrr in which indi-

'd 1 a" 
0 

.:,• v~ ua euorts ~ay go far, c~pp~r .mining requir(·s the expen-
diture of capital, and to md1v1dual labnrs seldom yields 
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satisfactory returns. Still, the possibility of finding a rich 
deposit, and leasing it to a company on a royalty, leads to 
very animated speculation far and wide. The whole coast 
around Notre Dame Bay is covered with mining licenses. 
Prospectors are at work in all directors. Wherever you go 
the talk is about copper-how this man or the other has 
"found a mine," or, as it rn commonly called '· a mind;" how 
this and the other mine is yielding rich returns, or "giving 
out," as the case may be. Numerous individuals are to be 
met with who are going round with specimens of ore in 
their pocket:.;, and willing for a. consideration to show you 
where a lode three or four feet thick exists. In Betts Cove, 
as might be expected, the talk is largely about copper, and 
in a few days one learns more about copper mining, smelt­
ing, aud exporting than by reading whole volumes. Every­
thing there reminds us that we are in the coppery region. 
Even the lower animal~ have caught the univen,al conta­
gion, and take au interest iu copper. There is a dog there 
who, when he finds a piece of copper ore which has been 
(lropped acciJently, picks it up and ca,refully carries it home. 
He disappears occasionally and returns after an interval, 
tired and hu9gry; and it is Lelie~ed he i:-; prospecting for 
copper among the neighboring hills. The goats are numer­
ous, and are also currently believed to hav0 speculative 
tendencies, as they are seen climbing the almost perpendi­
cular rocks which are bare of all herbage, and could present 
uo attractions to goats unless in search of ore. I i::aw some 
pigs, but I did not observe any speculation iu their eyes­
they leave that to their weaker and more imaginative fellow 
mortals. It is impossil>le to live in such an atmosphere 
without l>ecomiug more or less copper-coloured in your 
thought:.; aud aspirati.om;. The co;1-1tagion is catching, and 
ere lon(I you are talkmg copper with the crowd, and your 
very d~eams at night have a bright yellow hue. To Betts 
Cove most of the pro1:1pectors who have found, or fancy they 
have fuuud, a <leposit of ore weuJ their way, iu order to 
ue()'otiate their claim with the powe1fol compauy who oper­
at; at this centre. No wonder that everything here wears 
the hue of copper. "Out of the abuudan~e of the heart the 
mouth 8peaketh." The prizes ~uay be 

1
few, L.ut they. aro 

tempting. The lucky finders of .Betts. Cove mrne rece1 ved. 
last year ~H:!,000 as royalty ou forty-five thousand tons of 
ore exported by the c<.nnpany who ha,:e leased theyroperty. 
This is their share of the proceeds without any nsk or ex-
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penditure. " Other men l~bo~r, a.nd they e~ter in to their 
labours." · The· copper region 1s very extensive, and as yet 
only a ·sn~all pottion 1 ~rounrl the ?oast l:as been· sea~ched; 
and 'that slightly. ; That great discoveries of ore will be 
made in the -future cannot be doubted. The surface of the 
intt3ridi· is covered more or less· by veg-etation, and as a rule 
acciaent reveals the concealed treasures. Only within: the 
la'St month as I shall presently show, a new discovery·of 
01;e·has be~n made at Little Bay which promises to th1·ow 
all previous discoveries int? the shade. In consequen~e of 
this, the· copper fever has 1·1sen to an unprecedented he1g~U 
Every adventurer who goes out chipping the rocks with his 
hammer, or kickii.ifl' aside the mo'3s and scrub, imagines he 
will· be .the fortunate finder· of another Betts Cove or Little 
Ba'-"· and will "return reioicin<r brintrfoo· his sheaves with J' J M b b . 

him."· Numerous reports are rife about great "finds" hav-
ing been made, but· so many of these come to nothing that 
one ~oon learns to become critical and sceptical regarding 
such rumors, and discovers the necessity of walking by sight 
rather than by faith. 

'rHE <JHURUHES AND ~CHOOL8. 
About one half the population of Betts Cove reside close· 

to the harbor, and the other near the mine, which is a mile 
inland. From the mine to the harbor the ore is conveyed 
on a tramway, but a good road has been constructed from 
the· cove ·to the mouth of the- mine. This road runs along 
the bottom of the narrow ravine, with towering rocks on 
each side, crosses the little brook by a bridge and then 
mounts the shoulder of the left-hand range, and winding 
round, at length reaches the level which leads to the mine. 
The ascent is pretty steep, as a height of over five hundred 
foe:t is reached in one mile cf road. Along this road, and 
nearly midway between the harbour and the mine, three 
ch~rche::i are erected. The first is Christ's Church, built by 
the company, a very pretty and commodious erection · well 
finished in every respect, and having every applian~e for 
comfort. 'J.1his is a Free Church in the true sense of thQ 
term, as it is open to ministers of all Protestant denomina­
tions.. For some time, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, ana 
Wesl'eyans wor~hipped in it, each. having a service on Sun­
Lla.ys, at a specified hour; but latterly t.he Wesleyans ·have 
~l'e~~~d a church f~r the~selves, a little l~igher up the 11ill, 
the site and matenals bemg generously given them by the_ 
company. At present Christ's Church is used alternately 
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by Episcopaliaus au<l Presbyterian~, and the anangement 
works well, the bulk of the people attendiucr both services 
on Sunda;rs, t~ms a~ord~ng an illustration of what may be 
expected m nnllenmal times, when "the lion and lamb shall 
lie down together," the latter not beina "iuside the lion." 
On a commanding site, on the very su~mit of the ridrre a 
Roman Catholic Church is in course of erection. Thu~ the 
spiritual wants of. the place are amply provided for, and 
each of the deuouunations named has or will lrnYe a resi­
dent minister or priest. An excellent school is also main­
tained by the company, who pay the teacher, so that llO fees 
are charged. I spent a short time in this school, arrd found 
that the children are well taught, and that the manarrement 
is excellent. 

0 

THE JIGGING l\lILL, FOUNDRY, AXD DIA~lV~D DHILL. 
The next erection on the road to the mine is the com­

pany's stables, capable of accommodating sixty horses. It is 
a substantial building, and affords every comfort to the sleek, 
well-fed, and powerful animals who find a home here. Fur­
ther on the sound of machinery is heard, and the "jigging 
mill " i8 reached. Here the d rn,t and dr..:7Ji' is, formed in the 
course of mining the copper ore and breaking it into frag­
ments in order to remove the rocky mattu·, are washed, iu 
passing through a series of sieves, so that the particles hold­
ing copper, being the weightiest, are separated by a most 
ingenious pr@cess from the rest. In this way the fragments 
are gathered up, and nothing lost, and the ±iuer copper par­
ticles are smelted. This "jigged ore," of the best quality, 
averages from tei+ to twelve per cent. of copper; inferior 
qualities from eight to ten per cent. Even the very slime 
formed in the course of washiug the ore is utilized, anJ the 
richest of it yields four per cent. of copper. The poorer 
ores, toaether with the "jigged ore," are smelted before 
shipment and brought to ~ "regulus" of twe~ty to thirty 
per cent. How complete m all department:,; 1s the estab­
lishment at Betts Cove may be judged of by the fact that 
a foundry and machine shop have been erected near the 
mouth of the mine, where castings of all kinds are mould­
ed and the variou5 wan·gous and tooli; required in mining 
ar~ made and repaired.

0 

At thei:ie establishments all il'i ac­
tivity aud incessant bustle. Skilful m~chanic8 arc at work, 
and the aid of steam has been called m. When any new 
1:1ection is to be tested the diamond chill ii:i employed, which 
cuts into the hardest rock at the rate of a foot and a half 
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an hour bringing out a core of serpentine rock as smooth. 
and bea~tiful as if cut by a _sculptor's ,chisel. 

THE MINE; 

The houses of the miners are groured a~q1,md t~e ~~~~', 
and appear to be comfortable dwellings~ T~e . o~tcas~ 
shaft," up which all the ore is hoisted by a steam engm~ o{ 
sixty horse-power, is opened under Betts Head, and at ~ 
short distance below the summit. Here the outcrop of the 
deposit \\as first discovered and the first s~aft ~uh~( 1 ~~­
sides the outcast shaft there are five others, omy some, of 
which are in use £or ventilation and other purposes. qotn:! · 
pressed air is forced through pipes down· these shaf~~- ~1 
steam power, so as to keep a constant supply of fresh air 
in· the workings. When the ore is brought up the outcast 
shaft, it is first deposited on "the copper floor," wh~re the 
]arge pieces are broken by heavy hammers, the smaller frag­
ments passed through a sieve, and the rocky porti9:i;is, which 
are barren of ore, are separated and piled into the refuse 
heap. The ore is then filled into waggons and transported on 
the tramway to the vessels waiting to carry it to Swansea:.; 

. ,II, 

AN UNDERGROUND JOURNEY-:-THE DESCENT: OF THE MU\~. 

A descent into Betts Cove mine is an event to be remem,. 
bered in one's experience. I should not recommend· anyoll8i 
of weak nerves or delicate chest, or whose climbing -powus 
are inconsiderable, to make the experiment. I went down 
the mine in company with Mr. Ellershausen, who knows, 
every nook and corner of it as well as a housewife knows 
the rooms and closets of her house, and who is seemingly 
as much at home in those huge cavities and levels and sloppy 
passages a.'i in his own drawing room. I shall not soon for­
get the " breather " he gave me· as I followed him in. his 
rapid course up and down ladders, along winding galleries•• 
over planks where a f~se step would be instantly fatal, :Sitld 
by the edge of yawnrng chasms, where the faint light of 
our candles only " made the darkness visible." Before mak~ 
ing the descent we were clad in miners' suits and 1had 
each a lighted candle placed in our hands. The' descent, is 
easy for the first fifty or Rixty feet, bein<Y down an inclined 
shaft, having a stairway with a. moderate declivity.. Then 
came a further descent, by almost perpendicular- laddem : 
into the gloom, and we had reached the first "level " . 0~ 
pa.using to look around we found ourselves at the bottom. 
of a vast chamber, which had been formed by the removal 
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of the copper ore .. Overhea~ we ?ould dimly discern the 
vast arch of rock, sixty feet m height, like the dome of a 
cathedral. This immense cavity, sixty feet in depth, had 
been scooped out by the miners, in drilling and blastina a 
great b~d of coppe1; ore which originally filled it. It g:ve 
one an 1mpress1ve idea of the immensity of the labour ex­
pended here, and yet this was hut a fraction of the whole. 
Through an opening on one side we obtained a O'}impse of 
miners at work at a lower level, driving a ne~ gallery. 
Candles were stuck to the rocky walls, and here and there 
a ~orch flung its rays, lighting up the stalwart forms of the 
mmers and the sides of the dark rocks. It was a strikinO' 
picture.. S.ome :vere piling the precious ore into waggons°; 
some w1eldrng pickaxe and crowbar; some with heavy ham­
mers striking the drills and driving them deep into the 
rocks, preparing for the explosion that was to rend the solid 
mass. Massive pillars of ore are left standing at intervals 
for the support of the roof, and as the light falls on these 
the glitter of the_ yellow mineral giYes a singular and strik­
ing effect to the scene, and helps to lighten the cavernous 
gloom. My companion explains everything as we wend our 
way along narrow passages, and points out how much ore 
has been left in the supporting pillars-I should say consi­
derably more than. a fourth of the whole. By-and-bye these 
pillars will be removed and replaced by wooden supports, 
so as to allow of the removal of the whole of the ore, 
but this is an expensive proc~ss, and one requiring grea.t 
care. Having gone through the main galleries of the first 
level or story, we descended a second shaft to a lower level. 
Here the same process had been repeated; chambers open­
ed right and left according to the strike of the deposit, or 
series of parallel deposits. Iron tramways were laid down, 
on which the ore was conveyed from the workings to the 
outcast shaft. Here, too, bands of miners were plying their 
labors, and tearing out the bowels of the hill. I began now 
to comprehend the plan of the mine, and to understand the 
method followed in these laborious excavations. A vertical 
shaft was first sunk and cross-cuts were then driven out 
from the shaft at right angles to the strike of the deposits, 
which are in beds or pockets. These being- reached, levels 
are driven right and left into the deposits, which are carried 
on till the ore in each direction is exhausted. In order to 
reach the deeper deposits, the wor~ing field is divided into 
various horizons or stories, the distance between two of 



84 A VISIT TO OUR 

which is from ten to twenty fathoms. At the point where 
each joins the shaft a hooking-on plac~ is ma?e. The lev~ls, 
which serve as bases to two consecutive horizons or stories,· 
are oonnected by working~. The lower level serves to bring 
in air from the downcast shaft, and the upper level takes it 
back to the up-cast shaft, with which it is placed in com­
munication. Thus, as the mine deepens, the series of stories 
is extended, until no more ore is found. In the case of 
Betts Cove mine, to all appearance many years must elapse. 
before the ore will be exhausted. In fact, no one can tell 
how far these enormous <lepositR extend. No signs of ex­
haustion are yet apparent. The lowest workings are four 
hundred feet below the surface, and four stories or levels 
have been formed. I did not care to go down to the deep­
est depths, as it would be but a repetition of the same scenes 
already passed through. In fact, with the heat and fatigue, 
I began now to long for the upper air. I had obtained a 
very fair idea of the nature of a copper mine, although I 
had gone through no more than a fourth of the workings. 
Four or five hours would be necessary to go through the 
whole. I was not sorry when, dripping with perspiration, 
I emere:ed from the mine and once more breathed the cool 
air. It is wonderful to think that all those huge cavities 
have been scooped out in the short space ot three years. 
They look more like the work of half a century. The 
amount of labor expended here is simply enormom. To 
plan and execute such works, with such rapidity, reqnire<l 
no sma11 :::imonnt of energy and skill. 

LETTER THlUD. 

LIFE AT BETTS COVE. 

'rime passes right pleasantly at Betts Cove. I have 8el­
do11; enjoyed any visi_t more than the ?rief one I paid to thr 
reg10n of copper. It 1s one of t.he bmnest places imaO'inable. 
Everyone has his work and goes at it with a will. The ut­
most kindness and hospitality is shown to the visitor but 
dur~ng the ,yorking hours of the day he must find his 'own 
su_bJeC~Fi ~f mterest and amusement; people whose whole 
m!nd 1s grven. to copper have no time for dawdling away 
with the passmg stranger. But this make:::: the hour of re­
union at the midday lunch all the pleasanter, and the late 
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dinner, a_fter the toils of the <lay, when all care is laid aside, 
very dehghtfu1. Then the operations of the day are freely 
discussed, and plans for the morrovr looked at· aeneral co~­
versation sets in, perhaps a little streaked witli°copper, but 
genial and pleasant; music lendB its enchantment, and yon 
forget that you are in an. outlying corner of creation, sur­
rounded by wild and rugged roclrn. The officers of the mine 
are all young gentlemen of good education, and give a tone 
to the society of the place. During the winter season they 
give concerts, public readings, lectures, and occasionally en­
gage in amateur theatricals, thus affording to the little com­
munity, wlt1en cut off from intercourse with the rest of the 
world, pure and elevating recreation. A visit to Betts Cove 
will richly repay the toil and trouble of reaching that out 
of the way locality. The air is pure and bracing. Early 
hours are observed. At six o'clock the labour bell summons 
all to toil, and to answer its call bed must be sought at an 
early hour. Everyone feels, at the close of the day, that by 
honest toil he has "earned a night's repose." No dissipa­
tions or midnight revelries disturb the repose of Betts Cove. 

THE VISIT OF A BISHOP. 
One day <luring my stay a beautiful little yacht gli<lecl 

into the harbour. It proved to be the Lu.n'ocl.;, having on 
board the Right Rev. Dr. ,J o~ES, the recently appointed 
Bishop of Newfoundland, with his chaplain, the Rev. Mr. 
MURRAY. He was engaged on a tour of visitation, and had 
been visiting the churches under his care on _.;Labrador and 
the northern shores of this Island. His <l iocese is the largest 
in the world, embracing Newfoundland, an island larger 
than Ireland, Bermuda, and the peninsula of Labrador, with 
a coast line of one thousand miles. With such a charge, Jw 
would require to be a good sailor, as much of his time must 
be spent at sea, visiting his churches. Had St. ·Paul fo!·e­
seen the possibility of a bishop being called upon to preside 
over such a diocese he wot1ld doubtless have enumerated 
among the qualifications of a bishop "~ot st~bject to sea 
sickness." f had the pleasure of hearmg Bishop JONES 
preach two admirable seii.nons in the church at Betts Cove. 
He seems to me to be the very man required for Newfound­
land at the present time. He is no narrow sectarian ~i&ot, 
inflated with ideas of lfr, own importance and desp1smg 
others as outside the fold; but 1 iberal in his views, friendly 
and genial towards all, and while, o~ course, warmly attach­
ed to his own Church, able to apprec1fite excellence mothers. 



86 A VISIT TO OUR 

He will be a lover of peace an~ a promoto; o! c?ncord. Froi_n 
personal experience I can testify that he 1s g1 ven to hosp1-
talit y" on board the beautiful little Lavrock. But I must 
now return to copper. 

THE SCENERY OF BETTS COVE. 
Around Betts Cove the scenery is wild and ruggeu. in the 

extreme, but not without a certain beauty and grandeur. 
When you ascend the highest hill and look around, the eye 
can at first discern scarce a particle of vegetation. All about 
are ridges of naked rocks carved into fantastic sh~pes, with 
small valleys between, awl peak after peak hav1~g eYery 
variety of form. In the hollows betweeu these ridges nu­
merous lakelets nestle, their bright waters breaking the 
monotony and giving a certain beauty to the s?ene .. In 
some of the little vales, too, groves of firs are d1scermble. 
The whole region must have been subjected at some geolo­
gical era to great disturbances, which have left the surface 
broken and rugged. It looks as if a sea when running 
mountain high in a storm had been suddenly frozen, the 
ridges of the waves being now represented by the rocky 
outlines of the hills, which present a billowy aspect. But 
doubtless it was durinff those convulsions that these old 
Silurian rocks were ch~;·:;ed with the precious mineral de­
posits which human industry is now extracting, and that by 
pressure of the up-heaving forces they were brought within 
reach of man. Nature has compensated for outward barren­
ness by the rich treasures she has hid within. I love to 
look on these ancient rocks, with the scars of centuries on 
their brow, seamed and torn by the gnawing tooth of time, 
but still stately and defiant. To their very summits they 
are now colored a rich brown, which adds a charm to their 
venerable appearance. Stern and rugged grandeur is the 
idea they suggest to my mind. Especially is this felt along 
the shore, where the great cliffs overhang the waves, fantas­
tic in form, bold and sweeping in outline, grand in th~ir 
stern beauty. From the top of Betts Head the view of 
~ree11; Bay, as it opens up, with its islets and promontories, 
its Imght waves dancing under -the summer's sun, its hills 
fadmg away into the dim distance, is beautiful in the high­
est degree. l\Iore magnificent scenery than that of N ctre 
pame B~y and _its splendid arms could scarcely be found 
mall this. beautiful world. There is one little bit of scenery 
a short distance from Betts Cove which I can recommend 
to a lover of the picturesque. It is found by following up 
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the ra:vine at whos~ mouth is the h~rbor till a pretty little 
pond 1s reached, which was named, during my visit "Katie's 
Lake," in compliment to a fair young bride who' had just 
arrived from Scotland, and who is to make Betts Cove her 
h~me. ~er~ the glen widen~, and the encompassing rocks, 
with theu ncb brown colourmg and varied fantastic forms 
have fashioned a little amphitheatre of rare beauty, where' 
with ~he glorious sky reflected iu the pullucid waters, and 
the stillness unbroken even by the chirping of a bird, a quiet 
hour with a book or a friend cau be enjoyed. I made fre­
quent visits to Katie's Lake and to another lakelet a little 
further on, which for certain reasons, as I am informed, is 
to be knowu to posterity as "Harvey's Lake." The view 
from one of the peaks overlooking these lakelets away over 
a wilderness of billowy rocks on the one hand, and the 
grand Bay of..N otre Dame on the other, is very striking, 
and has to me all the charms of perfect novelty. 

HOW THE ORE WAS DEPOSITED. 
Leaving the resthetic view, I must now turn to the econ­

omic, for in such a place copper will break in notwithstand­
ing poetic fancies. The question •arises, how were these 
mineral deposits formed originally, and how came these old 
rocks to be charged with such valuable treasures. The 
question is a ~ifficult and complicated one, but science has 
done something towards its solution. The ore found here 
is a yellow sulphuret of copper, but it has not been deposit­
ed in regular veins or lodes, as is usually the case, but in 
irregular bunches, called "pockets" by the miners, or in 
beds or masses, and the largest deposits are found where the 
foldings of the strata occur. The extent of these beds of cop­
per may be imagined, from the fact mentioned in a former 
letter, that at Betts Cove one of them was found to be over 
sixty feet in depth and of very considerabl(:) breadth. In 
mining, these r, pockets" are searched for, and when found 
the levels are driven in upon them, right and left, till all 
their contents are exhausted, and then new ones are sought. 
By the disturbances of equilibrium to which the crust of 
the earth was suqjected at former periods fissures or cracks 
were formed in the rocks, whether these were igneous or 
seuimentary; and either at the moment of their formation, 
or subsequently, these openings were filled with special sub­
stances which came from the interior of the earth, either in 
a molten state or one of vapor or of solution. This is the 
origin of all mineral veins. Iu some cases the crack was 
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filled by the iujectiou of the 111:elte~ substances for11;1ing the 
central mass, just as lava flowmg f~·o~ a. volcano fills up a 
hollow. In other cu,se::: no such lllJect10ns occurred, but 
vapours were give.n off by t.h.e central ~ass whi~h ca~e up 
and formed deposits on coolmg, covermg .t~e sides of the 
fissure with crystals. Then, after the depo~1t~ons ~ook plac~, 
atmospheric agents penetrated the mass, g1v1!1g nse t? va1:i­
ous reactions and more or less complex solut10ns, which, m 
their tum made deposits, forming crystals in the wet way. 
It must ~lso !Je remembered that these chemical actiom; 
went ou dmfoa enormous periods of time in which the 
vapouri:; and solutions m~Y: have changed, resu~ting in .ef­
fects of double decomposit10n under the combmed act10a 
of time and immense pressure. Then, at times, the fracture, 
after being filled up, may have been reopened and the phe­
nomena of filling up reproduced, thus reimlting in greater 
complexity from the action of different minerals in the same 
vein. It is mm;t probable that the yellow sulphurct of cop­
per fouucl so abuudantly in this region was originally dis­
solved iu water, and by chemical action, coutinued for ages, 
under cuormom:; pressure, infiltrated the rocky substauces in 
which it is now found, just as bones have been fossilised by 
the dissolution of every particle of the boue, rocky particles 
replacing them. No doubt, too, in the depositi~n and modi­
±icat.ion of mineral veins, electric action played au import­
ant part, producing on a large scale what we now see done 
iu a ;:;mall way by the process of electrotyping. 'rhis will 
give some idea of the way in which mineral veins have been 
formed. Thou~h bom ot earth-throes, yet long ages may 
have beeu reqmred to bnng them to their present condition, 
through chemical and electric action carried on under enor­
moul-3 pressure, in the deep laboratories of the earth. 

THE FUTURE 01!' OUR ::'IUNI~G IXDUSTRY. 

. l ha,:'e already expresse~ the opinion that copper-miuing 
1s de:i;~rned to undergo an immense development here in the 
ucar future. I ground this opiniou on undeniable facts. 
Already about 75,000 tons of ore have been taken out of 
the single depm,it at Betts Cove without producino· any 
symptoms of exhaustion. 'rilt Cove is hardly second to it iu 
richnesH. Th~ Betts Uove J\Iinin_g Uo. are already opening 
three other nnnes-cme at Hall's Bay, auother at Southwest 
Arm, and a third at Little Bay~ which far surpasses any dis­
~overy yet mack. ~ wealthy London company liave leased 
from l\lcssr~:. Brownmg and White a mine which has got 
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the queer name of "Naked Man," payinO' them a royalty of 
eigh!' ~hillings s~erling }?er ton on all ore ~xported. A Nova 
Scotia company 1s workmg two other locations on a moder­
ate sc~le. So that already we have eight copper mines in 
ope!ation. The development of the serpentine rocks, with 
which our copper ore is always associated, is immense-be­
tween three thousand and four thousand square miles in 
the whole island; but the grand centre is from Cape John 
around the shores of Notre Dame Bay. All the mines I 
have enumerated are here. Constant reports of new disco­
veries are pouring in, and speculation is rife. More and more 
the attention of capitalists wiJl be drawn to this rich min­
eral region. The interior as well as the seaboard will be 
prospected; and there can hardly he a doubt, as a vast ex­
tent of country is all of the same mineral character, that 
great dis~overies will be made in the future. .Meantime, 
from their present headquarters, the Betts Cove Mining 
Company will conduct fresh operations, as occasion offers. 
They have great advantages over all others, having skilful 
engineers and miners, with all appliances for mining iu 
abundance. The proximity of these mines to England, and 
the low rates at which ore cau be conveyed to Swansea, are 
also.favorable to the development of our mi11ing indm,try. 
Should a railway be built across the island to the coal fields 
around St. George's Bay and Grand Lake, our own coal 
would become available for smelting purposes. \Ve may 
then safely predict great things iu couucction with copper 
mining in Newfoundland. . 

1 
• 

Wonderful accounts were cul'reut a.t Bett::, CoYe uf then· 
new mine opened by the co~pany at Little Bay. H~ving. 
been kindly offered by l\lr. Ellershausen the opportumty .u± 
vi~dtino- it with him as a companion I gladly embraced 1t, 
and sh~ll relate my experience in lll}~ uext letter. 

--------·----~- - - ~--:-·----: 

LEr_tiTER .FOUltrrH. 

EL IJORAIJO-TH~ WONDERFUL COPPJ!.:R )ll:\'E AT LITTLE BAY. 

It was a O'loriou:; afternoon, on the 2,tth uf August, when 
I embarkea°in the steamer He1·c1.ilo; for Little Bay, the seat 
of the new copper mine, of which I had ~een hearing such 
<YlowinO" accounts that they seemed half fabulous. On leav­
ing Betts Owe we found ourselves at once afloat in the 
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errand bav of Notre Dall!e. There was hardly a ripple on 
the watei~. A bright blue sky without a cloud was over­
head. The littJA waves danced merrily around the vessel 
under the bright rays of a summer's sun. As we sped on­
ward the bay opened out, and we could distinguish Cape 
John at the one extremity of its mouth and Twillingate at 
the other, some forty-five miles apart. Tilt Cove, Nipper's 
Harbor, Rogue'ij Harbor were pointed out, and the entrance 
of Green Bay was passed. This fine bay, with its noble pic­
turesque scenery, stretches far inland. It has no less than 
five arms desionated, the northwest, the middle, the south­
west the western, and the southern arms of Green Bay. 
The;e are separated from each other by promontories which 
are helieve<l to be the best miueral landf3 in the island, and 
Je::;tiued tu be the great mining centres ot the future. It 
would be impossible to imagine a more magnificent scene 
than that which now spread ,before om· eyes-ocean dimp­
ling and laughing in the bright sunshine; the great rugged 
cliffs softened by distance, rei:t.ring their peaks against the 
sky; capes aod islets of every form, standing out bright and 
distinct in the clear atmosphere. It was a sight to be re­
membered for life. Only on Loch Lomond or Windermere 
have I looked on finer scenery. Having crossed the mouth 
of Green Bay we approached Little Bay Head, and presently 
entered Little Bay, 0n whose shores was the new mine, open­
ed only a fortnight previously. Grand perpendicular cliffs, 
from three hundred to four hundred feet in height, covered 
with the nests of sea fowl, are passed, the water being deep 
to their very base. We admire their fant¥ltic forms, and 
try to twist their outlines into human or animal shapes as 
we continually change our point of view. Suddenly the 
aspect of the shore changes-low rounded hills covered with 
verdant woods slope gently down to the water's edO'e. The 
rich foliage of the trees gladdens the eye as the wid°e sweep 
of forest comes into view far and wide. The barren rocks 
have disappeared, and we are now in the midst of beautiful 
f'ore~t sce.nery on ~oth. sides .of the. bay. All eyes are now 
~tra~ned m the dll'ect10n of the nune ; aud presently over 
~he tops .of the trees we can :see the blue smoke ascending 
m the still atmosphere from the huts of the infant settle­
n~e1;1t, ~s yet but two weeks old. We have just entered In­
dian Bight ~nd are approaching the shore, when suddenly 
a number of loud explosions are heard and echo alonO' the 
hill tops like thunder peals. All is' now exciteme~t on 
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board, as we know that these are caused by the blasting of 
the rocks at the hill top where the mine has been opened. 
All are now eager to leap ashore and see the new El Dorado. 

COPPER CLIFF-QUARRYING THE ORE. 
The steamer now approaches a beautiful sandy beach, and 

drops her anchor a few yards from the shore, which is lined 
by the sturdy forms of the miners, who have by this time 
fi.nish~d their day's work, it being past six o'clock. We 
can discern among the trees spaces cleared, and eight or ten 
houses formed of rough boards already erected. In a few 
minutes we land amid cordial greetings, and are traversing 
the streets of the infant settlement, which are already rude­
ly marked by blazed paths through the trees. The mine, 
however, is not here, but about half a mile distant on the 
summit of a low hill. After a brief pause we started for 
the mine, Mr. Ellershausen leading the way with rapid 
strides through swamp and bu~hes, till we reach a winding 
path, up which we climb, with no small difficulty, clutching 
the branches and roots of the tree£, till panting and exhaust­
ed, we reach the summit, scramble through ~ little morass, 
and there before us is Little Bay mine. What a sight we 
gaze upon here ! It is simply a great cliff of copper ore that 
we are looking at, some twenty-five or thirty feet in height., 
and of undetermined length and thickness; but the frontage, 
where work has been commenced, seems to be about twelve 
hundred or fourteen hundred feet in length, and we are 
told that the ore is found thirty or forty feet back from the 
brow of the cliff. On the face of this copper cliff the miners 
are at work quarrying literally the great blocks of copper. 
The bottom of the cliff is strewed with these glittering 
masses, small and ,great, and piles are being heaped up for 
shipment. I noticed one mass which had just been brought 
down by one of the explosions we heard as we approa~hecl, 
and it was estimated to be at least three tons m weight, 
and appeared to be full of ore. The quality, too, we are in­
formed, is No. 1 ore. Nothing equal to such a huge surface 
development of copper ore has ever been previously fou.ncl 
here, or I believe elsewhere., We scramble up the shelvmg 
cliff examinin()' the cavities left by the detached masses. 

' t, Loud and varied are the exclamations of wonder, and great 
the excitement among our little grou~. Nearly everi por­
tion of the cliff seems to be charged with ore. Though only 
a fortnight has elapsed since the ground was first broken, 
a pretty large cargo of ore appears to be ready for shipment. 
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The extent of the deposit is not, of cou~·se, known! b~t ~he 
"costeening" already done has determined that 1t 1s im­
mense, and eclipses entirely all previous .<liscove~ies: Those 
best qualified fo judge believe that this deposit 1s of far 
oTeater value than all hitherto found, if compressed into a 
~ingle mine. The ease .and .cheapness ~ith which the .ore i~ 
mined, or rather quarried, 1s also an nnport:tnt com1dera­
tion. Of course the surface development will ere long be 
exhausted · and then the usual mining under ground will 
commence,'but no such expenditure as at Betts Cove or Tilt 
Cove will be necessary. 

A FINE HARBOR-FACILITIES FOR SHIPPING. 

Nature has placed this great copper deposit along the 
brow of a low hill, from which there is a gentle decline of 
three quarters of a mile to a harbour five miles in length, 
completely land-locked, and having a great depth of water 
almost to tho shore. There is no finer harbor in the island 
than that which lies so near to the mine, as though nature 
had been determined to do nothing by halves in connection 
with it. A tramway from the mine to the harbor was far 
advanced when I visited the spot, and in one month from 
the time when it was first opened a cargo of one thousand 
eight hundred tom; would be shipped for Swansea, the value 
of which, even at the present low price of copper, could 
hardly be under £7 sterling per ton, as the ore gives on 
analysis an average of 14.27 per cent. of copper. When I 
was there some two hundred men were at work ; now there 
are four hundred. The site for a settlement, where we land­
ed at Indian Bight, is admirable. A fine valley, with rich 
soil and good timber, stretches far inlancl,.presenting a strik­
ing contrast to tlt1e rugged rocks llround Betts Cove and Tilt 
Cove. Th~ mining population .which will rapidly be gather­
ed here will be able to obtam gardens and small farmR. 
Timber, too, can be obtained in abundance all round. I did 
not s~e .the harbor where the ore will be shipped, but I was 
told 1t 1s very favorahle for a settlement, having good soil 
all aroun(l. · 

HOW THE NEW :\IINE \YAS DISCOVERED . 

. Fortunately the, Betts Cove Mining Company have ob­
tamed a lease of tne property by agreeing to pay a royalty 
to. the ~ucky owners. By them the mine will be worked 
with ::ik1ll and energy. Three individuals are said to be the 
holders of the mining license, and with these the company 
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have entered into an arrangement. It is a remarkable fact 
that the license had only a month to run when the disco­
very was made. Numerous prospectors had visited Little 
Bay and chipped away at the rocks without findinO' the de­
posit, which was covered by trees and foliage. A poor fish­
erman was the discoverer at last, but the locality being 
under a mining license he coul<l get no title to it, and for 
the small sum of £10 he revealed the secret to the license­
holders. Rich capitalists will reap the benefit. '' To him 
that hath shall be given." 

DREAMS OF THE FUTURE. 
The shades of night were gathering around as we re­

embarked for Betts Cove. A glorious moon was pouring 
out her light on the waters, and the scene in crossing the 
bay was not less enchanting than by day. I am afraid, 
however, the beauties of nature received small share of at­
tention from us. The wonders of the new mine filled onr 
thoughts, and the talk on board was deeply tinged with 
copper. Undoubtedly this will be the great mine of the 
future, and for years will take the lead. A large population 
will collect here. The forest will be smitten down; thP 
abodes of men will spring up; churches and schools will he 
erected; gardens will bloom ; and where now silence and 
solitude reign the din from labour's anvil will resound, the 
laugh of children will be heard, and "the wilderness ,vill 
rejoice and blossom like the rose." The natural advantages 
of Little Bay, or "Copper Cliff," as I proposed to call it, are 
so great that it is sure to grow rapidly. A single year will 
witness an amazinO' progress. As I sailed back in the moon­
light and looked :t the great rocks casting their shadows 
on the waters and at the pr.imeval forests along the shores, 
I pictured to myself the "good time coming," when a vast 
mining and farming population will overspread these soli­
tudes, and the smoke from the furnace.=; and workshops and 
mines will darken the air, and the hills will be re-echoing 
with the blows of the miners, and the harbor.s crowded with 
shipping; when railways will connect this region with the 
capital, and with the fine farming and mining lands of the 
West; and a vast mining interest, pouring wealth into the 
country, and furnishing remunerative employment to thou­
sands, will have grown to vast dimensions here, and over­
shadowed our diminished fisheries on which we are now 
chiefly dependent. I indulged in such dreams till Betts Cove 
was reached and the journey ended. 
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LETTER FIFTH. 

LITTLE BAY :MINE REVISITED, 

In my last letter I o-ave an account of my visit, on the 
24th of August, to the ~onderful mine at Litt~e Bay, which, 
at that date, had been opened only one fortmgh~. s>n the 
22nd of September I had an opportunity of paJ:mg it a se­
cond visit in company with His Excellency Sir JOHN H. 
GLOVER Governor of Newfoundland, who was then on an 
excursidn across the i3land, and touched· at Little Bay for 
the purpose of examining the new mine, of which such 
wonderful accounts were current. I found the progress 
made in those thre~ weeks simply astounding. The tram­
way from the mine to the harbour, three-quarters of a mile 
in length, was completed, and three thousand tons of ore 
had passed over it and been shipped. A larg~ steamer had 
just completed her cargo of twelve hundred tons, and ano­
ther was filling up with or·. Five hundred and thirty men 
were at work. The,surfac · development of ore was consid­
erably reduced, more than six: thousand tons of rock having 
been quarried and blasted. An excellent wharf of respect­
able dimensions lrn,d been built, and all the requisite appli­
ances for loading ves~els were complete. The new settlement 
at Indian Bight, so prettily situated amid forest trees, had 
developed with the increased demand for house room, and 
could now boast of its "\Vater street" and "Hio-h street." 
The houses were rather of tl{e extemporised orde~ of archi­
tecture, an<l presented a great variety of patterns; but ere 
winter sets in they will, in many instances, be replaced by 
others of a more comfortable type. At the time of my 
visit the appearance of this little village, the oldest inhabi­
tant of which could only boast of a five weeks' residence 
WM picturesque in the extreme, the streets having been cut 
roughly through the forests, and the tall trees still over­
hanging the roofa. Taking into account the work done the 
quantity of ore shipped, the wonderful transformation effect­
ed in the short space of six weeks, it may be safely affirmed 
t~at the a~mals of mining present no parallel to the opera­
tions ~t Little ~ay. The shipping season will close about 
the middle of December, and before that time it is expected 
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that ten thousand tons of ore will be shipped. The secret 
of this rapid development in mining lies in the fact that 
men and materials were supplied from Betts Cove, which is 
but fifteen miles distant, and that the whole operations were 
directed by the skill and energy of Mr. Ellershausen. 

LITTLE BAY MINE ECLIPSED. 
Events i:;ucceed each othijr with great rapidity in the for­

tunes of our mining district. I had the honor of accompa­
nying His Excellency the Govemor on his journey across 
the island, and when we returned, after the absence of three 
weeks from the time we called in at Little Bay, we were 
informed that another mine in the Southwest Arm of Green 
Bay had been opened which quite eclipsed even the glories 
of Little Bay. A person thoroughly acquainted with the 
matter, and whose statements are quite trustworthy, assured 
me that the Southwest Arm mine surpassed Little Bay as 
much as that mine excelled all the others in value. To be­
gin with, the ore contains twenty-six per cent. of pure cop­
per, and is thus equal to the ore shipped from the Cape of 
Good Hope, and more than double in value any ore hit­
herto found in Newfounclland. In regard to quantity, 
there is, as at Little Bay, a very large surface development, 
in the shape ot an immense cliff of copper, and the process 
of "costeening" has revealed extensive deposits of a most 
promisin~ description. The Betts Cove company have leased 
this property on a royalty of eight shillings per ton, and 
are now carrying on active operations. A tramway will 
soon be completed, a mile in length; a wharf built; and ere 
the season closes, two thousaud tons of ore are expected to 
be shipped. This is the style in which mining is carried on 
here. Skill and capital combined make rapid work. From 
the oTeat centre at Betts Cove skilful workmen and over­
seer~, with all the necessary tools and appliances, are fur­
nished at the shortest notice. This is the secret of the 
success achieved. Vl ere the work to be attempted by a 
new company who had to bring me_n and materials from a 
distance, the development of the mme w?u~d not be as far 
advanced at the end of twelve months as 1t 1s now after the 
lapHe of six weeks. This new min~ is owne~ by ~i~ indi­
viduals in St. John's, who had prev10usly tned mmmg o? 
a small scale, without any success. It was only. when it 
fell into the hands of the Betts Cove company that its capa­
bilities were developed. The facilit~es for shipping the ore 
anLl for carrying on geueral operat10ns are not, however, 
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nearly so favorable as at Little Bay. The incline from the 
harbour to the mine is very steep, and the whole. locality 
rugged; but difficulties will be readily ov~rcome wher~ ore 
containing twenty-six per cent. of copper 1s to be obtarned. 

HOW THE ORE IS SMELTED. 

The copper ore as it .comes. from .the mine is vc:r.r far from 
being pure, and from six to eight different opera~10ns a~·e r~­
quisite to remove the extraneous substances with which 1t 
is mixed, and produce pure copper. Usually sulphm· and 
iron as well as arsenic and antimony, are mixed with the 
ore.' The first process ifil ,to roast the ore in reYerberatory 
furnaces, whereby the arsenic and sulphur are driven off', 
and the iron present becomes oxide of iron, which is remov­
ed by union with silica. The copper js now partly a iml­
phide and partly au oxide. Increased heat decomposes both, 
and the sulphur and oxide unite and escape as sulphurous 
acid gas, leaving the copper free. 

PRODUCTION OF COPPER ORE. 

The great copper-producing countries at pm:ient are Uom­
wall and Devon in England, Spain, Chili, Cuba, Japan, South 
Australia, and the Cape of Good Hope. The greater nmn­
ber of the English copper mines are now closed, owing to 
the low price of copper and the expense of working the 
deep Cornish and Devon mines. Iu competition with the 
easily-worked copper mines of this island, they are unable 
to hold their ground. Over all other copper-producing couu­
tries we have the great adYantage of proximity to Swansea. 
It would be cheaper to convey ore to Swansea, from New­
foundland by sea thau from Cornwall by rail. At present . 
~teamers carry the ore from Betts Cove to Swansea for 
eighteen ::ihilliugs sterling per ton. Of course freight~ are 
unusually low at present, the average formerly beinO' from 
twenty-two to twenty-four shillings per ton. The former 
val~e of the copper mines of Cornwall and Devon may be 
realised by a glance at the statistics, which show that in 
one hundred and twenty-six years, endinO' in 1855 the cop­
per ore raised in these two countries reached 7 884 305 ton::; 
the value o.f which was £50,064,388 sterling, tl1c n~ean pric~ 
per ton. berng £6 Ds. 3d., an_d_ the av~rage yield eight per 
ceut. of fine copper. In 18;>u the mmes of Cornwall and 
Devon yielded 195,1D3 tons of ore, value £1,263,380. Since 
that date there has been a gradual decrease in the umnber 
and produce of those mines, owing to the fact that many of 
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them were being worked at a much greater depth, and there­
fore at vastly increased expense; while, at the same time, 
0th.er countries, such as Spain, Chili, and Australia, were 
sanding in·creased qua~tities of copper ore to Great Britain, 
the import duties having been entirely removed in 1863. 
I have not access to any later returns than those for 1871 
and 187!. In the year 1871 the total production of the 
copper mines of the United Kingdom (chiefly in Cornwall 
and Devonshire) was but 97,1.29 tons, the value being .£887,-
119; and in 1872 the quantity reached 91,983 tons, which 
were valued at £443,738. Since that date many more of 
the English mines have been closed, and there is reason to 
believe that the quantity of ore sent last year from New­
foundland, to Swansea, being about 50,000 tons, exceeded 
the production of the whole copper mines of the United 
Kingdom. Our exports of copper ore form no incensiderable 
item in the total imports of that ore into Great Britain. Ac­
cording to the returns of 1872; the latest to which I have ac­
cess, there were imported that year into the UnitedKingdom 
43,656 tons copper ore, 28,779 tons of regulus, 731 tons of' 
old copper for remanufacture, and 47,669 tons of unwrought 
and part wrought ore. The total value of these imports 
was £6,299,368. Doubtless there has been a large increase 
in the imports of copper ore into Great Britain since 1872 ; 
and this combined with the existing depression in all 
branches of trade and manufactures has 5ent down the price 
of copper ore at Swansea to a lower figure than it has ever 
reached previously. Of course a revival in trade will be 
followed by a rise in the price of copper. 

USE OF COPPER. 
It may be asked, how is the enormous quantity of copper 

ore raised in Great Britain and imported employed in thij 
arts and industries? The answer is that, both alone and as 
an alloy, copper is most extensively employed in all civilized 
countries. The value of manufactured cJpper exported from 
Great Britain in 1872 was £3,248,830-a fact which explains 
her immense imports of the ore. ~l~ne, ~opper is ~sed for 
boilers, pans, etc., in sugar works, d1st1llene~, breweries, et~., 
and for the manufacture of an immense variety pf domestic 
and culinary utensils; for ship sheating, for telegraph and 
other wires and a areat variety of well known purposes. 
As an alloy its us: is far more extensive and .varied­
whether as brass (two parts of copper .to one of ~me); mo­
saic gold c~ixty-five parts copper, thirty-five zmc); bath 
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metal (seventy-eight copper, twenty-two zinc); pinchbeck 
(three copper. and one zinc); ancient bronze (from. four to 
fifteen of tin); gun-metal (ninety-one coppe1:, nme tin); bell­
metal (seventy-eight copper, twenty-two tm); go~g-metal 
(eighty copper, twen.ty t~n); statuary bronze, va.r:>:mg pro­
portions of copper, tin, zmc, and lead; German silver-an 
alloy of copper, nickel, and zinc, in varyi_ng proportion~, ac­
cording to the colour and hardness reqmred; and standard 
metal, an admixture of copper and manganese. 

WHY COPPER ORE G<!>ES TO SW .A.NSEA. 

It is a curious fact that nearly all the copper ore raised 
in England or brought there is melted in the district around 
Swansea; yet in that region there is scarcely a particle of 
cupper orn · Lo be found. The reason is that South Wales 
abounds in coals, while Cornwall and Devon have uone; 
and so, while the steam engines of these mining countries 
are supplied with coal from Wales, Cornwall sends its cop­
per ore to be smelted in the coal region. The Swansea 
district alone now smelts between two hundred tho11sand 
and three hundred thom;an<l t6>ns annually. About ten or 
a dozen great firms possess the whole of this trade. The 
smelters are not employed by the mine owners to smelt the 
ore; they purchase it on speculation, smelt it, and then find 
a market for the metallic copper. The sellers and the buy1re 
form a sort of family party which meets once a fortnight at 
Swansea. The sale is not by auction, but by tender for 
each lot, or ticketing; and experience has enabled the 
smelters to approach wonderfully close in their tenderR for 
each particular lot. One of the great firms has been known 
to spend nearly a half a million sterling in one year for 
copper ore, besides the machinery anJ the warres necessary 
for carrying on the smelting. It is evident fr<~m the exten­
sive range of its employment in the arts and industries that 
there is n_o fear of auy over-production of copper, so that 
our new mdnstry Rtands on a firm foundation. With im­
mense developments of ore above the imrface and such facili­
ties for mining it underground and conveying it to market 
at a cheap rate, we are in good condition for competing with 
other copt)er-producing countries. 

CONCLUSION. 

The present letter closes the series descriptive of my Yisit 
to our mining region. I submit that the facts that I have 
stated, warrant large expectations r0garding our mining in-
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dustries, and point to a future, not very distant, when these 
will have. reached large dimensions, and possibly become 
the most 1mpor~ant of all ?ill' in~erests, throwing into the 
shade our fisheries. The discoveries of so many rich depo· 
sits of ore in rapid succession, and after but a limited range 
of explorations, seems to me indicative of a mineral region 
of great value, in which grand developments may be looked 
for in the future. Our fisheries have not advanced in pro. 
ductiveness of late yAai·s, and seem to be more and more 
precarious. Our population is increasing, and we require an 
outlet for the surplus in some fresh industry. The employ­
ment of a proportion of our labouring population in mining 
will have the effect of improving the condition of those who 
continue fishermen, and imparting skill and enterprise to 
those who share in the new industry. I need not :.ay that 
a great increase of wealth must attend productive mining 
enterprises, and as a result an improvement in the condition 
of our whole population will follow. The mining region is 
sure to increase rapidly in population ; and as there are fine 
agricultural lands within reach of the mines, these will be 
settled and cultivated, and the produce raised will find a 
good market among the well-paid miners. The coal-fields 
of the interior, if connected with the mining region by a 
railway, would supply fuel for smelting, and thus, as in 
every other other country where minerals are found, min­
ing industry will here give an immense impulse to progress. 

Before closing I wish to mention that I had not an oppor­
tunity of visiting Tilt Cove mine. Owing to certain cir­
cumstances, operations there have of late been carried on 
upon a moderate scale; but the best judges declare that the 
deposits of ore there are immense, and superior even to those 
at Betts Cove. It is now to be worked energetically and ou 
an extensive scale, so that I hope soon to be able to give a 
good account of Tilt Cove The latest accounts state that 
the mine at Hall's Bay, also worked by the Betts Cove com­
pany, is developing well, and promising to become very pro­
ductive· and that a new mine at Robert's Arm, owned by 
Captain' Cleary, and leased to Mr. Ellershausen, gives pro­
mise of great productiveness. 





THIS NEWFOUNDLAND OF OURS. 

A LECTURE DELIVE·RED BY THE REV. M. HARVEY 
' ON BEHALF OF THE ST. JOHN'S ATHENJEUM 
' 

11TH FEBRUARY, 1878. 

I have undertaken to speak to you, for a little, this 
evening, regarding "Tms NEWFOUNDLAND OF OuRs." The 
subject, at all events, comes home to our own bosoms, and i~ 
thoroughly practical in its bearings. The land we live in­
with nearly all of U3, either the land of our birth or of our 
adoption-can nenr cease to be an object of paramount in­
terest. It may not be very lovely or picturesque in "its 
scenery; it may not possess a soil so fertile that it has "only 
to be tickled to laugh into a harvest;" great prosperity may 
not have crowned the labours of its people; and their place 
among the nations may not be very exalted, but ::;till it is 
ours-the spot of earth on which God has placed us and said 
"go work," and we love it as fondly as if it were a part of 
classic Greece or Italy, .or held within its bosom the vale of 
Cashmere, "with its rosef.l the brightest that earth ever gave." 
I can quite understand how many who hear me regard this 
NEWFOUNDLAND OF OURS with something of the same ten­
derness that all good children fe61 towards the mother who 
bore them, and "looked on their childhood." Here they 
drew the first breath of life; here, perhaps, "love's young 
<lream" first cast its halos around their youthful imagina­
tions. With its scenes, all that is brightest and best in tlii.eir 
lives i.s entwined. Toils, sorrows, joys, gains, losses-all 
have endeared' to them this spot of earth; and its ;rugged 
rocks, to them, are encircled with a glory manifold. They 
have learned to love its very storms and ice-fields, its frosts 
and snows which give vigour to the frame, and send the 
healthful blood tingling through the veins; and a mystic 
beauty, born of the best instincts of the heart, spreads over 
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its valleys, and light, up the very ~ave~ that leap around 
their own sea-girt isle. Such a. feel~ng is to be honoured; 
it is one of the deepest and pureit m. our natur~ ; and he 
who has never experienced one throb of love for his country 
-poor though it I?ay be,:--is ~n~~rt~y of the uame of man. 
It is the same feeling which, m its highest form, has neryed 
the patriot's arm in freedom's battle, and struck the loftiest 
notes from the poet's lyre, and given pathos and power to 
the orator who has commanded the applause of listening 
senates and swayed the hearts of myriads. Why should 
not th; love of country beat as strongly in the heart of a 
Newfoundlander as in that of an ancient Greek or a modern 
Briton or American? He too has a country and though he 
cannot say 

'' One half its soil bas walked the rest 
In poets, heroes, martyrs, sages." 

Yet it is not unworthy of his love. It may not be able to 
boast of refinement, wealth and all the culture that wealth 
brings with it. No al!cient institutions, hoary with age, are 
here; but here is a new land, with a bright and limitless 
future before it, on whose soil life will take fresh develop­
ments, and genius and enterprise new forms, starting with 
all the experience of the past to guide them, and all the 
mighty discoveries of modern science at command, and with 
natural resources which I hope to show you before I have 
done, are all that could be desired for securing a great and 
prosperous career. 

I think we need not blush to own THIS N EWFOUNDL.A.ND 
OF OURS.. It is a goodly heritage-one we can bequeath, 
with the confident hope of future greatness, to those who are 
to come after us. To say nothing of its splendid geographi­
cal position, anchored near the shores of the New World, 
and reaching farther than any other American land towards 
the Old World, destined thus, as I believe, to furnish the 
sh?rtest and safest route between both ; to say nothing of its 
bemg already the great telegraphic station whence stretch 
the nerves which unite both. hemisphereli; not to dwell on 
the command of th~ Gulf of St. Lawrence which its situa­
tion secures, and putting out of view for a little its fisheries, 
agricullural capabilitiea l\nd minerals-of all which you will 
hear presently-look for a moment at its present population 
~s the ~ucleu.s fro1;1 which may be developed an energetic, 
rndustnous, mtelhgent race, with plenty of iron in their 
blood, and able to shoulder their way in the struggles of the 
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comi~g time, and bear a!1. honourable pa.rt in the physical 
and mtellectual compet1t1on of future years. There is a 
~reat ~.Ieal in. race, in ancestry, in good blood. I, for one, be­
lieve m the importance of coming of a good stock. You are 
the epitome of a long line of ancestry; the concentrated es­
sence of them all; the summing up of whole generations 
whose labours and moral and intellectual attainments have 
culminated in you, and made you what you are. Now it 
seems to me the people of Newfoundland are come of a good 
stock ; and moreover, that the blood has· been kept pure, 
and the race, so far, developed under favourable conditions. 
We justly boast that this is the most ancient of all the colo­
nies over which Great Britain sways her sceptre; tha.t this 
is the first portion of the western world on which the Anglo­
Saxon set his foot; that here the nation which was destined 
to discover the North West Passage, and the sources of the 
Nile, and to plant American, Indian and Australian empires, 
first raised its flag and tried its first experiment in coloniza­
tion. And the first colonists who settled here were not men 
who were forced to "leave their country for their country's 
good." Some of them were men born iu the heroic days of 

· England, men brave, enterprising, true sea-kings who could 
fearlessly lay their hand on ocean's mane; many of them 
Devonshire men, the county that produced Sir Walter 
Raleigh and his half-brother Sir Humphrey Gilbert, and 
Drake and Hawkins and many another old English worthy. 
To this was added, at a later date, some of Ireland's best 
blood; for the men who were brought out here by Lord 
Baltimore, Viscount Falkland and Sir David Kirke, from 
Ireland, were of the right stamp for colonists. I may state 
that a small dash of Scotch blood was added later still, to 
" make the mixture slab and good." Thus, on the soil of 
Newfoundland, the strong enduring Saxon, and the more 
lively, imaainative, versatile Celt have met, and the result 
is a wholes~me amalgamation ot races whence have sprung 
the stalwart men and comely matrons and maids now around 
our shores, and there certainly seems to be no fear of the 
race dying out, judt?:ing by the rate at which marryings .and 
givings-in-marriage ar~ going on. 1:he race ~as. take~ kmd­
ly to the soil and thriven .. Breath1~g an mv:1goratmg at­
mosphere, engaged largely m open air occupat10ns, a hardJ: 
energetic race has grown up, in whom the red corpuscles of 
the blood preponderate, and who are well fitted for the 
world's rough work. The great naturalist Agassiz held that 
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a fish diet is most favorable for intellectual development,­
a theory on which we can perhaps account for the success 
of Newfoundlanders abroad, in intellectual contests. And 
when education has done its work, who can tell how many 
of the ·descendants of our fishermen, with their strong brains 
and iron muscles which will enable them to "toil terribly," 
will be found among the successful statesmen, lawyers, 
preachers; bankers, merchants, engineers and trades~nen, in 
the great cities of the coming age. The feebler demzeIJ~ of 
the smoke-covered city will go down before these _fish-eatrng 
Newfoundlanders, whose fathers buffetted the billows, and 
fought the crashing ice-floes, and drank in the health-giving 
sea breezes. According to Samson1s riddle, "out of the eater 
ca~e forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweet­
ness." At all events, we have this advantage over our con­
tinental neighbours,-that our isolation has kept the stock 
pure from undesirable admixtures. ,v e have here the in­
termingling of 1Xl}'ities of race, not of types, and that is very 
important. In the United States we see going on a com­
mingling of types of mankind, of all nationaliti e~, white­
men, b]ackmen, yellowmen, redmen, producing an amalgan~ 
which awakens some anxiety regarding the future of that 
great country. Here, however, the principle of " natural 
selection" .and the "survival of the fittest" has been oper­
ating on a pure race, reared in on'e of the healthiest climatea 
in the world: and I think that with due culture and the 
spread of education, a superior specimen of the genu,s homo 
ought to grow up here. If you tell me that our soil is bar­
ren, I reply, even granting that for a moment, which I am 
prepared to dispute, what is withheld from the land is put 
into the men. The best races the world has ever seen were 
those who grew up on a poor and ru<Yged soi], ,vho had to 
struggle with difficulties, and to who;1 nature was a stern 
nurse;. but in the struggle, they gained energy, courage, 
self-reliance, all that constitutes true manhood. T~ke the 
·noblest nations ?f the earth, past and present, they were 
not nurtured amid the flowers of the south but in the cold 
and ste1:n north, where they had to smite down the forest, 
and dram. the swamp, and trausform, by sweat of brow, the 
b_arren wilderness into the waving cornfield. From the 
hardy, much-enduring race that have oTown up here ficrht­
ing: cold and hunge1: often, drawing thcir scanty subsist;nce 
mamly from the b01sterous seas a::ound these shores fear­
lessly pursuing their avocations amid storms and ic~fields, 
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wi11 spring a people from which great things may be ex­
pected. They have conquered the sea, now they are to con­
~uer the. land, a~d. set to wor~ lumbering,.grubb~ng, plough­
mg, sowmg, dramrng, extractmg the prec10us mmerals with 
which these old rocks are charged,-seaming the country 
with railroads and common roads, and ma~ing smooth the 
rugged face of nature· in an island, one sixth larger than 
Ireland, and possessing many ad vantages which are denied 
to the Green Isle. All that could be asked for, as the ele­
ments of national greatness, are here in profusion; and if 
this country does not rise into prosperity, in coming years, 
it must be either from the people proving untrue to them­
selves, or from some combination of unfavorable conditions 
of which we do not yet see the slightest foreshadowing. 

Perhaps you will tell me that I am giving a loose rein to 
the imagination and indulging in speculations which are 

"Such stuff as dreams are made of, 
And their little life rounded with sleep''--

1 do not think so, and I shall presently give you very sub­
stantial reasons for all I am advancing; but, in any case, 
building castles in the air is better than rearing dungeons 
in the smiling azure overhead. To despair of the land we 
live in; to think meanly or contemptuously of it; to hold 
that it is incapal»le of progress, is, I think, not only unwar­
ranted by facts, but the worst kind of infidelity, leading to 
stagnation and death. If we mn.y not believe all things 
about THIS NEWFOUNDLAND OF OURS, we may be permitted 
at least to hope all things; and let us remember that in 
matters temporal as well as spiritual, "we are saved by 
hope." Possibly I may be a little prejudiced and oversan­
guine. Having spent a quarter of a century here:-the 
best working part of my life-I am next door to bemg a 
native. I have learned to like this land of fog and codfish, 
with a Bits drawbacks. I hav~ grown to love its grim palae­
ozoic rocks, its storms and its sunshine; its grand battlements 
that frown defiance at the wild Atlantic; its magnificent 
bays stretching their arms far inland; its health-giving 
breezes and its kindly people. Nay, as years advance, I 
find a sort of sneaking attachment growing up in my breast 
towards the very goats that perambulate the streets of the 
capital without asking leave, t? w~om we .have generously 
accorded the "freedom of the city. I notice that, as years 
roll past our city croats are bec0ming more and more liter­
ary-de;ouring whole acres of wall-literature; so that, in 
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the course of time, they may be applying for admission t.o 
the membership of the Athenreum, on the g~ound of their 
attainments in letters. Byron says "Dear IS the helpless 
m·eature we defend against the world." For years and years, 
a; most of you know I have been doing my little best to 
defend THIS NEWFO;NDLAND OF OURS against a hostile 
world, and trying to make it known an~ respected abroad ; 
for as you are all aware we n.re som;t~mg worse ~han un­
known we are misknown sadly. ~ hile engaged rn these 
efforts,'possibly I have forme~ ~n exagger~ted e~timate of 
our country; but if an error, It IS on the r1ght side_; and I 
must now go on to give you some reasons for the faith that 
is in me re<Yardinrr the future of THIS NEWFOUNDLAND OF 0 ,-, 

OURR. 
I have said enough regarding the people, and now I turn 

to the country itself. Things are on a large scale on this 
side the Atlantic; and Newfoundland is no exception, being 
the tenth largest island in the world. According tu an ex­
cellent_ little manual of the geography of Newfoundland, 
published lately by Mr. James Howley, assistant geological 
surveyor, and which every one should possess who wants to 
know what the country is, THIS NEWFOUNDLAND OF OURS 
is three hundred and seventeen miles in length, three hun­
dred and sixteen miles in breadth, with an area of forty-two 
thousand square miles of land. So far as size goe::,, there­
fore, we have a very considerable estate; and, in the long 
run, size tells immensely, and becomes a measure of politi­
cal power. Our island is one third larger than New Bruns­
wick; more than twice the size of Nova Scotia; contains 
ten thousand square miles more than Ireland; twelve thou­
sand square miles more than Scotland; is three times as large 
as Holland, and twice as large as Denmark As to Prince 
Edward Island, if it were cut up, we could drown it in three 
of our largest lakes. Our Grand Lake has an area of ~ne 
hundred ~nd ninety-two squa1:e rniles; the celebrated lake 
of Como, m Italy, has only ninety square miles· and the re­
uowned Killarney only eight square miles. As far ~s size 
goes, Gander L~lrn, of which we knew nothillg almost till 
our able geological surveyor, Mr. Murray, explored it, would 
make more than five Killarneys, thouah I fear it will be a 
good while tiU it attracts as many ;is;itors as the Kerry 
lake, haunted by the memories ot the lovely Kate Kearney. 
Gander ~ako has a~ area _of forty-four square miles, and 
Red Indian Lake, sixty-nrnc square miles. In the whole 
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world there is not an equal area of land with such an ex­
tent of coast line as Newfoundland, which, I think, cannot 
be less than two thousand miles in length. This is owing 
to the fac~ that the shores are indented with so niany bays, 
ar~~ ~nd mlets of the. se~, thus furnishing the most splendid 
fac1hties for commercial mterco11rse, and, at the ~ame time, 
carrying the finny tribes far inland, within reach of the 
fisherman's hook and net. We have harbours innumerable 
many of them ranking among the finest in the world: 
What a time nature must have taken in chiselin('/' out our 
magnificent bays, some of them forty and fifty 

0
miles in 

depth, and haviug scenery which cannot be surpassed· and 
in scooping out those countless lakes and lakelets ,~hich 
cover about a third of the surface of the island, giving us 
enough and to spare of water. Vast processes of denuda­
tion, as the geologists call it, must have been going·on for 
doubtless ages, shaping our valleys and bays, sculpturing 
our coastline, and the contour of our hills and mountain 
ranges. The final touch was given, no doubt, during the 
glacial period, when Newfoundland was in the condition in 
which Greenland now is,-coverecl with an enormous mass 
of ice, many thousands of feet in thickness, with huge gla­
ciers at work, grinding its rocks into soil, shaping its river­
beds and valleys, tearing down its hills and scattering the 
fragments far and wide, and scoopin~ out its lakes. Do you 
a1i1k me how do I know that our island wa:;; ever under this 
mass of thick-ribbed ice ? You can see the evidence with 
your own eyes by taking a walk in any direction into the 
country and observing the boulders, or big stones, which 
cover the surface wherever the land has not been cleared­
some small, some of great size-but all rent from the parent 
rock by glacial action, carried considerable distances and 
flnng about in promiscuous confosion. Only those old ice­
rivers which we call glaciers, could leave such mementoes 
behind them. If you ask me how long this glacial action 
went on, I refer you to the geologist; but if I might indulge 
in a guess, I should say perhaps two hundred and fifty thou­
sand years. If you ask again how long is it since the ice 
disappeared? I reply I don't know, and never hope to know 
in this life. But this much I do know, that there must have 
been "hard times" while it laated-"a good deal of cold 
out," and fine opportunities for skating. During this "cold 
snap" of a quarter of a million of years, I rather think there 
were no Athenreum lectures,-no general elections-no 



108 THIS NEWFOUNDLAND OF OURS. 

water rates or duns-no Supreme Court or lawyers. Bruis, 
the great triumph of Newfoundland cookery, had .no~ been 
discovered, and the game of five-and-forty ':as still rn the 
womb of time. When nature set her gl~ciers to work to 
hurl blocks of stone over the country, she was not thinking 
of the farmers who would have to clear the ground; but 
kindly grinding the hard rocks, she gave us splendid m:1te­
rials for road making. We are inclined to think she might 
have left us a little more of the carboniferotis formation, in­
stead of planeing it all away, except the strips on the west­
ern shore ; for it often yields coal and gives a deep and fer­
tile soil; but then she has "engineered" our noble bays, and 
brought up the sea to every one's door, and taken great 
pains with our harbors and coves, and given us codfish and 
seals and partridges and deer and an unlimited supply of 
hurtz, and forty-two thousand square miles of land-so that 
we must not complain. She has, too, thrown in a liberal 
deposit of Silurian rocks, kindly allowing us an immense 
share of the Quebec group, containing, I have no doubt, 
enough copper ore and other minerals to keep us prospect­
ing and mining for centuries to come. Add to all this, our 
forest and agricultural lands, of which more anon; our en­
compassing seas with their inexhaustible treasures-these 
ocean farms of ours requiring no ploughing or sowing, only 
the reaping ;-the materials for shipbuilding which have 
been prepared-the facilities for the construction of rail­
roads and common roads which nature has furnished in the 
absence of any lofty range of mountains. Consider all this 
and say, shall we not pronounce "THIS NEWFOUNDLAND OF 
OURS" a goodly land-one to be cherished and raised to a 
big? place among the young communities around us, now 
takrng organic form, and as l\iilton said of England, "like 
an eagle mewing their mighty youth." 

The co~rse of Newfoundland history may be divided into 
three per~o.ds-first the chaotic or anarchic period; secon<l, 
the transit10nal, and third the period of maturity. I think 
we are. stil.l in the transitional period, though I trust ap­
proachrng its last stage; and I doubt not that many w horn 
I D?W address of the younger generation, will live to see 
their country come of age and enter on its mature condition. 
L.ong and wearr was the chaotic period of Newfoundland 
history, extendmg from 1583, when Sir Humphrey Gilber.t 
landed at St. John's, and took possession of the country in 
the name of Queen Elizabeth, to 1728, when the first Gov-
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ernor, Captain H~nry Osborne, was appointed, and New­
foundland was raised to the rank of a British colony. I 
call t~is long pe~·iod of one. hundred and forty-five years 
chaotic or anarchic, because 1t was marked largely by mis­
rule and oppres~ion among the resiJent population, and by 
an unhappy policy on the part of England, which aimed at 
making the island merely a stage for curing fish, and steadi­
ly prohibited the occupation of the country by a settled 
population. It seems to us, at this distance of time, almost 
incredible that laws should have been enacted and main­
tained for more than a century which prohibited the occu­
pation of land, or the erection of houseH, except such as 
were absolutely necessary for carrying on a summer's fish­
ery. Ships and fishing crews came out here early in the 
summer; the fish caught were salted and dried ashore; and 
when winter approached the fishermen were compelled by 
Jaw to re-embark for England, carrying with them the pro­
ducts of their labour. The English ship:)wners and traders 
wished to retain the harbours and fishing coves for the use 
of their :;;ervants in curing the fish ; and they regarded all 
settlers on 'the land as interlopers, hostile to their pursuits. 
Unhappily the British Government of the day fell in with 
their selfish views; and regarding the N ~wfoundland fish­
eries as a nursery for seamen, they secured the enactment 
of laws prohibiting settlement. Justice was administered 
by the notable Fishing Admirals, perhaps the most remark­
able machinery for administering law adopted in any age 
or country. It was solemnly enacted that the master of the 
first i.;;hip entering a harbour was to be admiral therein for 
the fishing season, and be empowered to <leci~e all co.m­
plaints. We can fancy one of these rough ol~ skippers with 
a marlinespike in one hand, a pipe in the other, aud a bot­
tle of rum at hi~ elbow, presiding in his court of ju~tice. It 
is not surprising to find, as the result of inquiries a.lterwards 
instituted, that the most frightful abuses were perpetrated, 
and the most tyrannical practices universal under such a 
system. It speaks volumes, too, for the pluck and energy 
of the people of those days, that in the teeth of those unjust 
oppressive laws, a resident population steadily increased, 
and obtained, foot by foot, a firm hold upon the soil, and 
finally aot the obnoxious laws repealed, the Fishing Admi­
rals "sp

0
onged off the slate," and secured the administration 

of justice in regular cour~s of law. But the battle was long 
and severe. It was not till 1728 that the first germ of local 
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self-government was obtained by the appointment of a Gov­
ernor· and it is but eiO'hty-six years since the Supreme 
Court' of Judicature for the island was instituted; and it is 
but sixty-seven years since the erection of house~, wi.thout 
a special license from the Governor and the cult1vat10n of 
land were legalised. Only fifty-two years have elapsed 
since the first roads were laid down. What Newfoundland 
would be to-day, had settlement been encouraged, and civil­
ization fostered, as in the other provinces, instead of being 
thwarted and trampled down, it is vain now to conjecture. 
But let it be remembered that no living man can be held 
accounta.ble for the wrongs and cruelties of the past; and 
if I refer to them, it is not to stir up resentments, but to 
point to them as warning beacons for the future; and as a 
ground of hope, now that their pressure is removed, for 
steady progress in the time to come To me the wonder is 
that matters are now as favourable.. as we see them to be. 
Among those early settlers who fought and won the battle, 
under such disadvantages, there must have been many good 
and true men, of great vigour of character, and solid worth. 
Let us.honour the memory of our cooscript brothers who 
for us bore the burden 3 nd hettt of the day. 

Some of the transacti ins in those anarchic times look to 
us sufficiently ludicrous, though serious enough to those \\hfl 
weu.t through them. Out or the wreck of the past has been 
preserved a petition bearing the <late of 1776,-or about a 
century ago-from the "merchants, boatkeeper3 and prin­
cipal inhabitants of St. John's, Petty Harbour, and Torbay," 
and addressed to "The Hon. the Commons of Great Britain 
in Parliament assembled." This petition contains 1-;ome 
curious items showing how things were looked at iu those 
days. The J?e~itio1~e1:s prayed for an increase of bounty to 
the extent ot six~ h1llmgs a ton on all vessels encraO"ed in the 
fisheries-a very desirable arrangemeut for the1;;, ~o doubt. 
Also they ask for admission of their oil, sealskius aud blub­
ber into Britain free of duty-which was only reasnnable. 
Further,~they plead that ." if a master or person acting 
nuder him should at any time see it necessary to correqt 
any servant under them, with moderation for not doincr his 
duty in a proper manner," that the said ~ervant be rnft al­
lowed to r.,ummon his master before a justice of the peace 
"which in the height of the fishery has been found very 
detrimental." In other woi·ds, these honost men wanted 
the Commons of England to give them the power of thrash-
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ing their servant~ as they thought proper, without being 
made answerable m any way. They also asked Parliament 
to ~end off all shop-keepers from the country at six months' 
notice., '.)r els~ comJ?el the1:1 to keep fishing vessels; as they 
were mterfermg w~th their own profits in supplying their 
own servants. This was rather rough on the shopkeepers 
of a. hu1;1dred years ago, and shows that the principle of 
buymg rn the cheapest market was not then recognized. 
The petition winds up by requesting that no more ground 
be enclosed for farms, as the garrlens of the officers station­
ed here "obstructed the public path ways to the woods." 
What a curious picture this gives us uf the state of matt.ers 
i11 St. John's a hundred years ago-mercha.nts and planters 
cudgelling- their servants-charging them what they pleased 
for supplies, and asking Parliament to remove all shopkeep· 
ers. A letter from Govern,Jr Milbank, dated October 1790, 
or eighty-eight years ago, addres~ed to George Hutchin51, 
Esq., is also extant, in which the Go\·ernor orders the house 
of a certain Alexander Long to be pulled down because "it 
had a complete chimney in it, if not two, and lodging fot at 
least six or eight dieters," an<l so had been erected contrary 
to law; and the sturdy old Governor further says that he 
will not allow possession of any land except such as is em­
ployed in the fisheries. But I have still a worse case to tell 
you of-a c~rtain Major, Lieutenant G1)vernor Elford, ab >ut 
the year 1783, sent a despatch to the British Parliament re­
commending strongly that "all the women located on the 
island should be removed, and that in future no women 
should be allowed to land." Only fancy our present highly· 
esteemed and popular Governor, issuiug such an inhuman 
order for the removal of all the ladies in the colony. I am 
sure he never would do so unless he meant to accompany 
them. But how came women to be in Newfoundland at all, 
in such rouo-h times? This is the first mention of them in 
our history~ How did they get here ? Blessings on them, 
they had come to take care of the unfortunate men. "Where 
the carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered t'lgethet." 
Wherever man is, woman is sure to venture. She knows 
we require to be looked after, and that alone, ma~ is as use­
less as one side of a pair of scissors. I feel satisfied that 
this ill-natured Governor, who must have been an old bach­
elor, did not succeed iu driving ou_t the women, and pre­
ventin<Y all new arrivals. I should like to see the Governor 
or the 

0
laws that could acerJmplish that. As Horace said 
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long ago ".if you drive 0ut nature with a fork she will re­
turn on you." The tender passion is not to be eliminated 
from human nature by any forcible measures. The Italians 
tell a storv of a nobleman who grew sick of the world, and 
especially" of the better half of it-womankin~; and so he 
retired with his son, then an infant, to a castle m the moun­
tains where no girl or woman was ever allowed to ?ome; 
and there the child grew up to be a young man without 
ever having looked into the face of a woman. At last his 
father ventured down with him to a great public festival 
that was to be held in the valley; and there among other 
wonders he saw for the first time young girls; and with 
wide-open eyes he whispered to his father, "What are 
they?" "They are devils my son," the father answered, 
"don't look at them, or think about them." He thought, 
no doubt, he had made all safe. But as they were about to 
go home he said, ".My son what is there in the fair you 
would like, and I will get it fo1· you?" Now the poor youth 
had seen a lassie of the hills, with a blush on her cheek like 
the Alpine rose, and eyes as blue as Italian skies or Juliet's 
dark liquid orbs; and she had ~hot a glance at him and 
wickedly slain him; and so he said, with a great gulp, 
"0 father, I should like so much to have that young Devil 
to take home 'with me." If the story is not true in fact, it 
is as true as heaven and earth can make it of this human 
nature of ours. You m&.y be quite sure the women did not 
leave this island, on the rough hint of the Governor; and if 
they had done so, fresh importations would have been soon 
caJled for. 

Chaos endedi I have said, and Cosmos began in 1728, 
when our first Governor was appointed, and we were raised 
to the rank of a colony,-

,, The mills of the guds IP i11d slowly, 
B1,t. they grind <'XCeeaing]y s~uull." 

They ground up at last the old Fishin(J' Admirals and theit· 
marlinespikes; and after them the " Su~-rogates" of blessed 
memory, and all the ::;tup_icl selfish laws which prohibited 
local Il!dustry but authonsed relio-ious intolerance · and I 
think, that these same "mills of the o·ods" will o'ne day 
grind up those ancient treaties which h:ve shut us out from 
the best half of our island, and most seriously impeded the 
progress ot the colony. Still Cosmos came with slow foot­
:,tcp1:1. In 1805 the c?untry made a big leap forward and 
got a post office; and m the same year the Royal Gazette, 
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the ~rst newspaper was pr~nted. The transition may Le 
considered to have been fairly estB.blished in 1832 when 
the colony obtained the boon of Representative Govern­
ment, :Which in 1855 was followed by Responsible Govern­
ment, its natural and necessary sequel. Almost every one 
will now admit that great and beneficial results hav~ fol­
lowed the introduction of local self-government, which is 
simply the application of the principles of' the British Con­
stitution to the subjects of Queen Victoria in N ewfound­
land. ·we are now as free as any people under the sun. I 
should like to know what greater degree of' liberty any man 
could reasonably ask for than that enjoyed here. We elect 
our representatives, having a household suffrage; make our 
own laws; select cur own Government; pay them to gonrn 
us, and then we have the privilege and happiness of govern­
ing them. Think how closely we watch our government at 
every turn, and abuse them when they go contrary to our 
wishes. Think of the generous, disinterested, watchful care 
of the opposition to keep them right; and how our faithful 
P~ess pours out the vials of its wratfo at times on the devo­
ted heads of the government, and say are we not sufficiently 
free? Even the representative of royalty himself, when he 
arrives here, finds himself, a very limitecl mo1rnrch indeed. 
With Responsible Government then our transition was fully 
inaugurated, and we are jogging on now fairly towards the 
stage of our maturity, as an organjzed ancl civilized com­
munity. 

Do you ask me when the period of our maturity will 
begin? I answer, without hesitation, when our island is 
pierced by a grand trunk railw~y, with Lrancl~es radiati1;1g 
to all the principal districts-then, and not till then, will 
our majority have arrived. Permit me for ~ moment to 
state my honest convictions on this subject. Right 01· 

\\rong, you will I hope give me credit for sincerity, for _l 
have no "axe to <Yrind " and I am uninfluenced by any poli-o ' . cal bias. And my conviction is this-that Newfoundland 
has reached that stage in which a rail road has become an 
absolute necessity, if she is to make further pr?gress ; and 
that we ouO'ht to strain every nerve, and submit to almost 
any sacrifi~ in order to obtain this grand neces.sity of mo­
dern civilization. We have all that could be wished for, at 
present, as regards ocean and local steam com11;1unicati.on. 
We have the splendid steamers of the Allan hue call.mg 
here weekly ; and they have given to the ,vorld a practical 



114 THIS NEWFOUNDLAND OF OURS. 

demonstration of the magnificence of our geJgraphical posi­
tion. In ten minutes after leaving the broad Atlanti~ they 
are moored at the wharf in one of the safest harbors m the ' . 
world. rrheir prows ~re turned eas~w~rd, and ten 1:1rnu~es 
after clearing the wharf they are agarn m the AtJantic, with 
not a rock or shoal between them and Queenstown, which 
they reach in six days almost as iegula~·ly_ as a railway 
train. People understand now the superiority and safety 
of this route, aud are getting to have faith in St. John's as 
a port of arrival and departure. Now, suppose we _had a 
raiiway built, and could whisk passengers across the ISland 
to St. George's Bay in uine hours, and put them across the 
Gulf in fifteen more, and that then they could take rail for 
all parts of the Continent, do vou not think we should have 
the lmlk uf passengers who c;·oss the Atlantic taking this 
swift route, and that we should have the greater part of the 
mails transmitted by the_ same track, when London would 
thus be brought within seven days of New York. This is 
no dream. One of the most eminent of liYing engineers­
.Mr. Sandford Fleming-has pronounced it quite a practica­
ble achievement thus to e1,tablish communication between 
the two hemispheres. \Vhen we can furnish at once the 
r:iafest and quickest route between the Old and New Worlds, 
our claims are sure one day to be recognized. But setting 
this aside for a moment, let us look at our internal condi­
tion, a8 suggesting the necessity for a railroad. \Vhat are 
we going to do with this huge territory of forty-two thou­
sand square miles? Are we going to leave the interior for 
ever to the wolves and the deer? Are the fine agricultural 
districts tu remain solitudes, when our own people and the 
people of other countries, who are in need of bread, would 
occupy them if they were made acces~ible, and transform 
tl~em into smiling farms, and make them the happy homes 
of men? Must our noble forests be left to rot and burn?­
our c~al beds and mineral deposits sleep for ever where 
bountiful nature has stored them ? Shall our people cling 
for ever to the rocky shores, and content themselves with 
~ precarious _subsistence d~rived from the stormy deep? 
Sha~ne on us 1f we do not .r~se to a 1;1-obler conception of our 
destrny as a people, and utilize the 0·1fts of a bountiful Provi-
_1 rr • b 
uence. o me 1t seems that the present O'eneration are 
brought face to face with the task of constructinO' a railroad 
acros~ ~he island, and that. they will prove unttue to their 
duty if they do not lay aside a11 party considerations and 
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unitedly and valiantly gird themselves for the work. Think 
for a moment what the construction of such a railroad means 
to ~s ! I_t meanH the opening up of this great island-the 
umon of its eastern and western shoros-the workin()' of its 
lands, forest~ an~ min~rals.:.._its co.nnection by a rapid° meanci 
of commu1;ncat10n w1~h the ne1~hbouring continent. It 
mea.~s th~ mcrease of its populat10n by a stream of immi­
gr~tion-1t means the conversion of the country into a hive 
of mdustry, and the commencement of a material prosperi­
ty to which we can set no limits. It means employment at 
good wages to bur population-many of whom alas! are 
now very scantily supplied with the poorest necessaries of 
life-" Too little to live 011 and to much to <lie on." To St. 
John's itself a railroad meami a vast increase of business of 
all kinds,-new houses going up-steamers arriving and de­
parting every <lay-real estate increased in value fomfold; 
and an end to all grumbling among our traders about bad 
debts and heavy stocks on hand at the close of the seasou. 
It means openings of all kinds for the talents and energy 
of the young generation. But wautiu6 a railroad, none of 
these benefifa will come, and we shall be simply at a ~tand­
Rtill and all our resources must· remain undeveloped. 

But then it is asked how is a p11or colony like this to 
build a railroad ! ,ve can't afford it. I reply you can't 
afford to do without it. Your poverty is your strongest 
argument for going at it, in order to transform that poverty 
into wealth. It seems to me that a railroad is perfectly 
within our reach by a very little sacrifice. The first step 
has been taken by securing a survey of the line; and, in 
my humble judgment, never was public money better spent 
than in that instance, for it has lodged the idea of a railroa<l 
in the public mind, and that will not be eradicated till it is 
translated into a fact. )[oreover-it has shown that there 
are no serious difficulties in the construction of snch a road. 
This is one of the easiest ·cotmtries in the world to pierce 
with a railroad. I have high u.uthority for saying that n 
subsidy of £30,000 per annum, for a _limited number of 
years, with a liberal grant of unoccupied land ~long the 
line, would secure this grand desideratum. What 1s wan~ed 
is that the people should arouse themselves to t~e necess1~y 
of getting a railroad, and tell their representatives that 1 t 
must be done· and that if there are difficulties, they are 
sent to the h~lls of legislation to overcome difficulties, ~nd 
lead the way in the path of progress. If I were Pnme 
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Minister I should, in Yankee phrasP-, "freeze to" this rail­
road. I would plot and schem~ and scrape and pare, .and 
revise the tariff, and do everythmg short of stealmg, till I 
got money enough for the railroad. I think I woul.d take 
that million or million and a quarter of dollars which we 
have had the good fortune to obtain by the award of the 
Fishery Commission-thanks to the goodn~ss of our c~se, 
and the ability and zeal of our representative, Mr. White­
way ;-and I would permanently invest it! and thus obtain 
£10,000 per annum, or a third of all that 1s wanted for our 
railroad. I would keep at it, sledge-hammering, knocking 
down all opponents, confident that I should win, in the long 
run, and that a grateful posterity would one day bless my 
memory, and that my statute would stand over the great 
International Rail way station that shall yet adorn St. 
John's. Once it is built, all things are possible. Hail to 
the great Hereafter, when Newfoundlanders will be mak­
ing excursions by rail, on their public holidays, to witness 
a regatta on Gander Lake, or Red Indian Lake; when pic­
nics will be held at the Serpentine Mountains or Powderhorn 
Hill, and dances at the foot of the Blowmedown Range; 
when Sunday school children will be taken in happy batches 
in excursion trains, to gather hurtz and play games on the 
tableland of the interior; when day schools will be whisk­
ed off to spend a charming day in visiting the mines and 
great copper smelting works of the north, or in waudering 
along the banks of the Humber-when visitors from the 
United States and Canada will be crowding the Imperial 
hotel at Long Pond, where cold and hot salt water baths can 
then be !1ad and excellent livery stables are kept; and when 
return tickets for Ja pan and China, via the Canadian Paci­
fic railway will be issued at a cheap rate; and s.uch will be 
the facilities for travelling that we shall seldom live at home. 
Don't tell me that, with all these glowing prospects before 
us, we cannot afford to build a rail way. With an annual 
revenue of $912,000. and yet not able to construct three 
hundred and fifty miles of railway! Then might we ask 

"Is our civilization a. failure 
Or is the Caucasian played out ?'' 

Let us abjure such faithless ideas. 
" Lny down your rails, ye nations, near and far -

Yoke your foll trains to ,;team's triumphal en~· 
Link town to town ; unite in iron bands ' 
The long-l'st.r:i.nged and oft-~mbattlerl lands. 
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Peace, mild-eyed Seraph-knowledge light di,ine 
Shall send their messengers by every 'line. ' 
Blessings on science and her handmaid steam ! 
They make Utopia only half a dream ; 
And show the fervent, of eapacious souls, 
Who watch the ball of Progress as it rolls, 
That all as yet completed or begun, 
Is but the dawning that precedes the sun." 

117 

I must now draw this rather lengthy address to a close; 
and I shall do so by endeavoring to show you that this coun­
try ~as made such real and, I might say, wonderful progress 
durmg the last forty or fifty years, and more especially dur­
ing the last fifteen or twenty years, that we are warranted 
in predicting great things of i~ in the near future. I begin 
with its progress in road-making which has been very con­
siderable, though much remains to be done. Roads are types 
of civilization. Where there are no roads the people are 
savages; where roads are few and bad, law is weak and 
society semi-barbarous. If you want to know whether a 
people is stagnant or progressive look at their roads. Where­
ever there is mental activity, enterprise, and a liberalizing 
spirit of any kind you will see their manifestations in the 
building of roads for travel and intercourse. All the great 
epochs of civilization in the world's history were ages of 
roads. Nothing marked the splendid era of the Roman 
Empire so strikingly as the magnificent system of roads 
which radiated from the forum of Rome to the furthest ex­
tremities of the most distant provinces. This is emphati­
cally the age of roads, not only of stone but of iron, along 
which rushes the iron horse, with heart of fire and muscles 
of steel and breath of steam. Then we make roads over the 
ocean by our steamships; and roads for thought by the tele­
graph wire ; and the day is not distant when the world will 
be one vast sensorium, with· nerves of communication to the 
very ends of the earth. In the Highlands of Scotland, in 
what was once a very wild district, but which is now well 
furnished with excellent roads, there stands a stone bearing 
this inscription, which reads rather like an Irish bull but fa 
really a Highland one :-

" If you h11d seen these roads before they were made, 
You would lift up your hands and bless General Wade," 

Now in like manner I might say if you had seen the excel­
lent roads that now radiate from St. John's " before they 
were made,'' you would bless, first of all, the memory of Sir 
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Thomas Cochrane, one of our governors, who in 1825 made 
the first road to Portugal Cove, and also the road between 
Harbor Grace and Carbonear. Like our present Governor, 
he was not afraid of the bogs and bushes, and travelled far 
and wide to inf01m himself regarding the country and pe~­
ple. He initiated road-making, and others have followed it 
up. Still the labor of road building went on slowly. When 
Mr. Jukes, the geologist, was here in 1840, he tells us that 
when making an_ excursion to Top~ail,. he foun~ ~he first 
five miles of the road from St. Johns "m a cond1t10n good 
enough for a hol'se to trot along it"; the rest was merely 
marked out, not gravelled, and cut through woods "leaving 
the stumps and roots of the trees.'' When this waB the case 
around the capital so lateljr as thirty-seven years ago, it 
may be imagined what was the condition of the rest of the 
country in regard to roads. Yon will agree with me then 
that, during those thirty-seven years, great progress has 
been made in road-making; but still an enormous amount 
of work remains to be done before our population shall be 
provided as they ought, with roads-the indispensable ele­
ments of civilized existence. At the present date we can 
reckon up seven hundre,l and twenty-seven miles of postal 
roads and one thousand Bever.. hundred and thirty miles of 
dfatrict roads. The Great Northern mail route when comple­
ted will be one hundred and thirty-seven mile~ in length, 
and twelve hundred miles are in process of making. 

I must now very rapidly sum up other indications of pro­
gress. In 18-tO the first steamer ever seen in Newfoundland 
ma.de her appearance; in 1840, or thirty-eight yearli ago, we 
got our first mail steamer; a small one that ran to Halifax. 
Now what a contrast! We have ocean i:iteamers calling 
weekly; we have three local steamers; and a fleet of some 
twenty-six steamers will he starting next month from our 
-harbours for the icefields. We are now able to spend $121,-
420 per annum on steam communication. I call that O'en­
?ine progres~; and it is the work of the last few year/ It 
is an. unmJatakable index of the growing wealth, enterprise 
and mt:lhgence of the colony. Some d6zen years ago it 
was w~1spered that copper ore had been found in the north 
of the island, but hardly any one gave any attention to the 
rumour or exp~cted anything out of it.. Now what is the 
state of the case? From Betts Cove mine alone forty-five 
thousand tons of ore were shippeu last year requiring a 
small. fleet for its conveyance; and twelve hundred men 
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found remunerative employment in that single mine. It is 
well known that Tilt Cove is no less valuable. The whole 
region around these mines is covered with mininO' licenses· 
speculation is rife and new deposits of ore are c~ntinually 
discovered. The geological map of Newfoundland shews 
that the 8erpentine rocks, with which the ore is associated. 
have a spread of five thousand square miles-enough to fur: 
nis~ scope for any amount of mining enterprise in the future. 
It 1s now put beyond a doubt that our island is destined to 
becomo oue of the world's great mining regions. Here then 
is another great stride in ad vancef Mining means employ­
ment for our people,-the improvement of our revenue-the 
ex.teneion of our trade and the. increase of our population. 
Even in agriculture we are advancing. The Solicitor Gene­
ral told us last year that the annual value of our agricul­
tural produce is at present over $612,000. Mr. Murray has 
calculated that there are nearly three millions of acres of 
land suitable for settlement on our eastern and western 
shores, all at present unoccupied. When with such slight 
efforts now put forth in the cultivation of the soil we raise 
produce valued at £153,000 per annum, our whole popula­
tion being only 161,000, what may we not anticipate when 
our present antiquated laws which fail to promote settle­
ment are repe&.led, the country thrown open to enterprise 
in lumbering and farming; the districts surveyed and made 
accessible; information regarding their soil, climate and 
capabilities widely circulated, and means taken to attract 
emigrants to our shores, as is the case in all the other pro­
vinces! 

A word or two now about our fb,heries. Fears are enter­
tained by many that they are failing and may become ex­
hausted. Believe me such fears are utterly unfounded. Of 
course they are now, as they have always been, subject to 
considerable :fluctuations; and as we all know last year's 
re::mlts were unfavorable. But so long as the Arctic current, 
laden with the germs of fish life and furnishing the true 
home for the commercial fishes, continues to waRh our 
shores no one need dread an exhaustion of our fisheries. 
Their' increase in value has been steady up to the present 
hour, and with the aid of science they are capable of inde­
finite expansion. Within a dozen years. the value of c~dfish, 
our oTand staple has doubled. Where 1s the country m the 
world of whose staple production a sim~lar tale could .be 
told! The more railways are extended m those countries 
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which consume our fish -such as Spain, Portugal, Italy a.nd 
Brazil-the greater th~ demand for our co~fish. Risks in 
its shipments are now immensely less than_ m former years, 
partly owing to the state of. all markets ~~1'!1g ma~e known 
by telegraph, and partly to mcreased famhties for ~ts. trans­
portation inland by rail ways ; so tha~ I ~m. told it 1s here 
becoming more and more a "cash article, like the flour of 
Canada and the United State'>. It is a mistake to suppose 
there has been any falling off in the quantity of codfish ex­
ported during the last fifty-seven years. In the year 1849, 
1,175,167 quintals of codfish were exported;_ in 1~74, 1,60D,-
724; in 1875, 1,136,285; in 1876, 1,364,068 qumtals. In 
the five years ending in 185G the average annual value of 
the products of our fisheries was $5,IG6,129; during the five 
years ending 1876 the annual value rose to $7,847,661-
being an increase of $2,681,532 since 1856 in the annual' 
value of our fish products. Such a result ought to quiet all· 
our fears.· What we want now is to call in the aid of science, 
and secure the services of an able practical and scientific 
man to act as fishery commissioner. We have the most 
valuable :fisheries in the world, but unlike all other coun­
tries, we have no one specially charged with watching over 
their interests. 

Did time permit I could show you that the table of our 
exports and imports, the deposits in our Savings Bank now 
reaching above a million dollars-and in our other banks 
whose shareholders are in "pastures green"--and the healthy 
state of our trade while most other countries have been 
suffering from depression,-that all these further indicate 
steady progress, and give promise of a prosperous future for 
Tms NEWFOUNDLAND OF OURS. But I must now close. I 
trust my subject will be to some extent an apology for the 
unwarrantable length of this address. If I haYe detained 
you too long, you can console yourselves with the thought 
that you have been suffering for your country. I respect­
fully _submit. that I have made out my case and adduced 
sufficient evidence to prove that the land we live in is not 
exactly, as many believe, a stranded iceberO', but one that 
has all ~he elements of prosperity in itself, and a great future 
before it. I _have p~·oved, I flatter myself, that since unjust 
and oppressive legislation ceased and it obtained a fair 
chance, it h~s m:i,de rapi~ progress and is likely, ere long, 
to overtake 1~s sister provmces which got a start of it in the 
race. Nor 1s our progress merely material-it is also 
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social anJ. moral. During my residence here of twenty-five 
Y?are .I have observe~. a very g~·~at amelior~t~on in many 
direct10ns. The aspenties of political and rehg10us conflicts 
are greatly softened. Though there is still room for a little 
improvement,, the political warfare is now carried in better 
taste, with· more moderation and greater rectard for the 
amenities of life. We have learned that our o

0

pponents are 
not necessarlly fiends, knaves, or jackasses, and that it is 
hardly polite to call them by such titles. I think that 
even the oclimn theologic·mn i~ greatly toned down. The 
patriotic spirit i8 ri5ing gradually above party strife and 
denominational zeal. This i::1 what we require to culti­
vate and extend, especially among our young men, on 
whom the future of the country depends-that patriot­
ism which so respects and loves the country as to be 
willing to . make all sacrifices for the promotion of its 
highest and best interests, and which will regard any 
trust which the country commits· to their keeping as 
among the most sacred of.•human pledges-that enlight­
ed patriotism which recognizes that the true greatness and 
happiness. of our country consists not in mere material pros­
perity1 but in the education, the intelligence, the virtue and 
the 1·eligiou of its people. Let us each try tu do our part 
bravely and faithfully to leave the country better than we 
have found it. And let our watchword be ." Forward."·-

" Standing still is childish folly, 
Going backward is a crime ; 
None should patiently endure 
Any ill that he can cure. 
Onward ! Keep the march of time­
Onward ! while a wrong remains 
Te be conquered by the right; 
While oppression lifts a finger 
To affront us by its might; 
W bile an error clouds the reasou 
Of the universal heart, 
Or a slave awaits bis freedom, 
Action is the wise man's part. 

" Lo 1 the world is rich in blessings­
Earth and ocean, flame aud wind 
Have unnumbered secrets still, 
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Tu be rur11rncked wheu you will, 
For tlrn t-crvice of mankind ; 
Science i!'l n cliild us yPt 
And l1l,r power and ficc,pv t1ltall grow, 
Aud l1_1•r triumph~ in the future 
~bull Ji1uini~h toil und mw; 

:-:ihall <·xt111Hl t11e botmt!8 of pleasure, 
With an ever-wide11i11g k,·u, 
A11d <if woc,ns :ind wilJern1·H·t'h 

Mnke the liapJ'Y horms of rnPn." 
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No. I. 
In support of the statement that our fisheries are not 

cl~teriorating, the fo1lowing extrnct from Professor Rind's 
report on the effect of the Treaty of ,Yashington on our 
fisheries carries with it O'breat weio·ht :-

~ b 

"About forty years ago, the bank fi;.,hery, so far as regards 
Newfoundland, entirely ceased, and the fohery has since 
been carried on altogether ,vithin i-;hore, and is extending, 
year by year, further all(l further up Labrador. As far as 
my ob3ervation goes, and as fat· as statistics go, I am able 
to show that the increase, (1ttring the la.st sixty or seventy 
years, since for instance 180 t, has been almost perfectly 
uniform, when you take into account the increase in the 
population of the country. Of course it is to a certain ex­
tent dependent upon that, and subject also to tho:.e fluc­
tuations which continually take place in our fisheries-in 
the mackerel and cod fisheries---and in the marine climate 
on the American coasts. Also in the cod fishery the in­
crease has been continuous since 1850, since' when there 
has always been a mean of one million quintals. It reached 
one million quintals in 1842, and after that it rither ap­
proached to or rose abov~ it continually." 

The following is a. table Rhowing Uw 1: 1 -.:ports ,,f codfi~h 
from ~ewfonnrlla.nd c.;inc(~ 1867 :-

1867 ... 
1868 
1869 ... 
1870 
1871 ... 
1872 
1873 ... 
1874 
187;) ... 
187G 

Quintn.ls . 
.. . 1,066,215 

1,169,948 
... l,20·t,08G 

1,213,737 
... 1,328,726 

1,221,157 
... 1,369,205 

1,609,724 
... l,13G,23:; 

1,3G4,068 
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The following table, from the same re.port, shows T the 
gradual progress of the valuo of the products of the New­
foundland fisheries, during e;:ich group of fhTe years, from 
1852 to 1876, inclusive:-

~erage value of Exports-group of five years-
1852 to 1856 . .. .. .$5,166,129 
1857 to 1862 · . .. 6,132,392 
1862 to 1866 . . . 6,080,4-M 
1867 to 1871 7,011,407 
1872 to 187G . . . 7,847,GGI 

The way in which the Arctic current, which sweeps along 
our shores, sustains our fisheries, will appear from the fol­
Jowing extracts from Professor Rind's report:-

" It is a popular error that the cold of the Arctic seas i~ 
unfavourable to fish life. In truth the Arctic seas and the 
great currents flowing from them are in m&.uy places a liv­
ing mass, a vast ocean of living slime, and the all-pervading 
life which exists there affords the true solution of the pro­
blem which has so often presented itself-where the food 
comes from which gives sustenence to the countless millions 
of fish which swarm on the Labrador, on the coast of New­
foundland and in the Don,inion of Canada and lI nited States 
waters, or wherever the Arctic current exerts an active in­
fiuence." "This·" slime" of the ocean appears to li ,-e most 
abundantly in the coldest water and in the neighbourhood 
of ice. The great ice-drjft coming from the Spitsbergen· 
seas, sweeping round Cape Fareweli, then northwesterly by 
Davis' Straits, is augmented by immense bergs and floes 
from Baffin's Bay and Hudson's Straits, and at length, on· 
the banks of Labrador, countless thousands of these ground, 
bringing with them their "slime.'' Thus the slime which 
accompanirs the ie0J.ergs and iceiloes of the Arctic current, 
accumulates on the banks of :N )rthern Labrador, and ren­
ders the existence possible there of all those forms of marine 
life-from the diatom to the minute crustacean-from the 
minnt.P crustacean t.r, the crab and prawn, together with 
mnllt~scous animals and starfish in vast profusion

1 
which 

contribute to the suppt>rt of vast srhools of cod, which alio 
find their home there.'' 

No. II. 
,Evidences ?f the progress of the colony are supplied from 

the adyance m t.he exportf'.I and imports; t.he deposits in t.he 
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Savings' Bank and private banks, and from the revenue.­
In 1866 the value of the exports was $5,694,305; in 1876, 
~8,168,34~. I~ 1866 the value of imports was 85,784,849; 
m 1876, $7,20.>,907. At the close of 1876 the deposits in 
the Savings' Bank amounted to Sl,Oll,800. It is under­
!tood .that our two private b~nks have very large sums, as 
deposits, at the same rate of mteresh as that of the Savings' 
Bank. The re!enue in 1866 was S721,3!l0; in 1877,$833,-
068. The public debt of the colony in 1876 was Sl,319,340. 
In 1785 the population of ~ewfoundland was 10 244 · in 
1857 it had risen to 122,638; in 1869, to 146,536; and in 
18N, to 161,374. In 1869 the total number of boats em­
ployed in the shore fishery was 14,765; in 1874 they had 
inc~·eased t~ 18,611. I~ 1869, the number of persons engag­
ed m catchrng and currng fish was 37,259 ; in 187 4, 45,854 
persons were so employed. In 1874, the number of vessels, 
including Stalers, was 1,197, with a tonnag(' of 61,551 tons, 
manned by 8,394 fo,hermen Railors. 

No. III. 

THE PUBLIC DEBT. 
There is not perhaps uny other British colony so favour­

able circumstanced in regard to its public debt. The total 
. amount of the public debt of Ne,vfoundlaud is but $1,347,-
692. Of this the Savings' Bank, which is a Government 
.institution, holds $593,30·.t An act has been passed by the 
legislature during the session of 1879, entitled, "An Act to 
provide for the payment of the pnblic debt of this colony," 
by whfoh it is enacted that "the profits of the N ewfound­
Jand Savings' Bank now existing; and the profits of the 
said hank as they shall arise from time to time, together 
with the ~nm of $8,G51 now held by the said bank as a 
~iinking fnnd, and all interest accruing thereon, shall be con­
stituterl. a Sinking Fund for the liquidation of the public 
debt of this colony, and that such fund be applied in the 
first inf;tance towards the payment of all debentures of the 
colony which are or may h,~ held by- tlw Raid N ewfonndlFmd 
S . 'B k" avrngs an . . . . . . _ 

The effect of th1B Aer m reducing the public debt w1Jl bt: 

apparent from the follow_i~g statement; At t:he end of 1.878 
the reserve of profits, ar1srng from the workmg of the Sav­
in~~· Bank, wn.:: $7:";.71C. Adding to this the sinl;.in~ fnnrl, 
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amounting to SS,G!>l, we have S84,3G7 applicable to the re­

duction of <lebenturcs in terms of the Act. When we take 

into account the assured system on which the bank is \\ ork­

ed, and the steady growth ot its reserve fund, a.bout SH:',000 

per annum, even without any i11c1·ease in the present amou?,t 

of deposits and profits, the debentures held by the bank will 

he paid off iu twenty-one years. So much of the funded 

debt being thus secnrecl, there remains otherwise to be pro­

vided for $754,388; and against this ,ve hold the bafo.nce of 

the fishery a\vard, which is nc:w invested at four per cent., 

and which, exclu~ive of 8102,300 l<:>aned to the telegraph 

extension expenditure, amounts to 8G30,5H. This practi­

cally brings down the debt of the colony to ~114,8H. The 

whole public debt iR thus proviJecl for; and ,vitb the excep­

tion of the small sum name<l, the colony may be pronounced 

virtually clear of debt. Such is the 'enviable position of 

Newfoundland at the present moment. Suppose that for 

any great public work, such as the buildiug of a railway, 

t~rn country should ,lecicle on pledging the r,ecnrity of the 

colony, it is evident that ,vith such a balance sheet to exhi­

bit, money coulcl be obta~necl on the most favourable terms. 

No doubt the Government aud Legislature have made the 

foregoing provision fo1· the public cleht, with the view of 

being uutramelled ·in promoting measures of public utility, 

in t.he near fotnre. 

~''· IY. 

SHEEP F.AR.'\II~u. 

. ~ ewfoundland preseuts great.attraction~ as a sheep farm­

mg country, and there <':l.11 be little clonbt that this branch 

1)f' i~dustry, a~ well as stock raising generally, will gradually 

at tarn large rhmensionR, more especially· in view of the facili­

ties for sen<liL~g dead meat to the English markr•t-;. In many 

parts of the island sheep pass the winter in the open air 

living 1~1ai11ly on. the hrn\y,-~P of the fie and ot 1wr trees, and 

return rn the spnn(l' from tlrn woods healthier and in better 

condition than tho~c which have been hous~cl during the 

Reas~n. Au Act '' fnr th.e encouragement of sheep farming" 

~vas introduced last sess10n by the Hon. ,T. ,T. Rogerson, and 

11, now. Jaw. It enactc, t!rnt the Governor in Council may 

grant hcenses of occupat10n upon mwrn.nted <>rnwn lands 

whi<>h rimy hP dremPd ~nitnh]P for t,1~ .... pnrpnsc~ of shePp 
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farmiug, to the exteut of three 8quare rniles for each liceusc 
(such licenses not to exceed ten in number) for a period of 
t~n years: _and. that ~ny holder of such license having effi­
c1Antly marntarned upon the laud so licensed a flork of at 
least five hundred sheep fol' foe period of ten consecutive 
years, shall be entitled to a grant i 11 fee of the land so 
licensed; provided that tl~e Governor in Council may allow 
such licensee three years for preparing and. stocking such 
farm-all agricultural implements importeu for such farms 
to be admitted free of duty. Further, it is enacted that the 
sum of four hundred dollars !iJhall be paid, in equal sums, to 
the first two persons or companies, or any one of them, who 
shall actually establish stock with the aforesaid number of 
sheep, and work sheep farms iu this island, in accordance 
with the terms of this Act. It i:; to be hoped the foregoing 
liberal terms will attract some practical sheep farmers from 
Britain or Canada. We only want a few enterprising men 
to lead the way. 

CLIMATE OF ~EWFOL'NULA2'D. 

'raken as a whole, the climate of N ewfoundlaucl may Le 
pronounced one of the healthiest in the world. ]fogs are 
confined to the southeastern shcre, the northern and west­
ern shores, as well a:-; the interior being $l.lmost entirely free 
from foem. 'rhe summer, though short, is delightful, the 
thermometer rarely risin~ higher than sov, and the fierce 
heats of Canada and the United States, in July and August, 
being unknown. The following tabulated staterneut of the 
mean annual temperature throughout the year at Bay St. 
George on the west coast of Newfoundland; Toronto, Onta­
rio· \Vinni11err Northwest Territory; and Windso,·, Nova 
Scdtia shows°

1

that the climate of St. George's Bay, .X flW­

foundiancl, is only a little less farnurable than that of 'ro­
ronto, and much superior to tlia~ uf the other two places:-

~!EA~ T.E}lPElL\.Tl'R~ TllUOUc; rtul'T THE y .E.Al(. 
Frost. 
t3° k' Of Bay 8t. Georb(fe ••.••..• , . , . . . . . . . . . . . · • · • · 
.i40 3' Of Toronto ............. , .. , . , ·.,. · ·. · · · • · · · 
:J2'' 7' Of \Viunipeg ••••. , .. , , . , · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Of Windsor, N. S .....• , , •.. · . , ..... , ... , .. · · · · · ·1:2? 7' 
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GRlt..lTEST COLD I~ J.A:KC'ARY. 

At St. George's Bay .......... , , , , ... · • · , · ·, • · · · ~a: o: 
At Toronto •....... , ...... · , , • -. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · -4 0 
At Winni peO' ••....•.••..•• • • , . .- • • • • • • • . ••.••• _430 5' 
At Windsor 

0 

••••••••••••••••• , ••• • • • • • , • , • • • • • -15° O' 
OP.E.ATEsT cotn 1N lIAY. 

At St. ueur~·~.·~, Da,, ••••........•..... · · • · • · · · · · 
At Toronto -~ .... ~ ...... , . . : ... , ......•... • · , · 
.A.t \Vinni peg ............ , ... , ... , . • · · , . · · .. · • • · • 
L\t Windsor • . • • . . . • . . . . : ..•.. • .. , . • · , · · · · · · · 

29 0 
25 3 
28 6 
27 0 

GREATEST COLD I~ Jt;LY. 

_\..t St. George's Ba:r ......... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
At Toronto . . . . . . . . . ........••....•...... , · · 
.A.t \Vinnipeg .................................. · 
~-\. t ,,7indsor ..............•.• , , · , · · · · · · · · • · · · 

50 0 
H ·i 
·12 ,J 

H Cl 

R.A.INF ALL. 

Bay St. George, total days of rain in four months...... 34 0 
Toronto, ditto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 0 

52 0 Winnipeg, ditto ................................... ·····~ .... . 
Truro, Nova Scotia, ditto .................................... 68 0 

Dr . .Alexander, who resided as medical officer at Tilt Cove, 
Union Mine, on the northeast coast of :Newfoundland, pub­
lished a pamphlet in which he says, "I consider the climate 
in that, and indeed in most parts of the island,· good, and 
much healthier than the average English one. The sum­
mers, though shorter, are warmer than those of England, 
an<l also dryer, except on the southeast coast." The cold, 
he states, is "much more severe, but it is steady with a fine 
dry, bracing frost nearly all the time, and very few of those 
f:mdden vicissitudes which are so common in an English 
winter." Dr. Alexander is of opinion that invalids, suffer­
ing, from chest affections, might with advantage visit New­
foundland, taking care to avoid the foggy part of the coast. 
Our fine scenery, bracing air, and bays and rivers present­
ing such attractions for excursions by water, our abundant 
game and well-stocked trout and salmon streams; the fresh­
ness and novelty of our lake, ri ,·er and bold coast scenery, 
will all concur wheu known, in drawing tourists to our is­
land, and rendering it one day the Norway of British 
America. 

Oue hundred acres of Crown laud can be obtained by any 
settler for fifty dollars. Or he can, if he choose, obtain a 
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licem,e of occupation of fifty acres, and is entitled to eight 
dollars on clearmg t~1e first acre, and six dollars per acre for 
:fiye more ;-:--w~en six ac~es are cleared the whole fifty are 
given to h1m m fee. License for the occupation of two 
hundr~d acres may be. ob!,ained on condition of erecting a 
saw-mill, and by working 1t thr.ee years a (Vrant in fee of the 
whole land is obtained. b 

No. VI. 
OUR MINING INDUSTRY. 

Mr. Ellershausen commenced operations at Betts Cove in 
187 4. During the next four years he raised 102,400 tons 
of coppei· ore, value £512,000; and during the last two 
years he paid in wages $409,600. Tilt Cove mine, owned 
by Messrs. Bennett and McKay, was opened in 1864. The 
value of the ore shipped from it up to the close of 1876 
was £228,840. New deposits of great extent and value 
have recently been discovered at Tilt Cove, while the old 
workings show no signs of exhaustion. Mr. C. F. Bennett 
is the honoured pioneer of mining enterprise in N ewfound­
land. To his untiring energy aud perseverance we are 
indebted for the opening of this source of wealth and pros­
perity; and to Mr. Smith McKay is due the hono11r of dis­
covering the first copper mine. 

No. VII. 
AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS. 

The agricultural returns for 1874 show that the value of 
the cleared land, and of horses, cattle, sheep, and swine, in 
the colony, is $2,454,939, while the value of the annual pro­
duce is $884,288. In 1877 the value of horses, cattle and 
agricultural produce imported into the colony wa.q $660,763. 

No. VIII. 
The amount on deposit in the Savings' Bank and in the 

other banks is a fair test of the prosperity of the colony. In 
1878 the amount on deposit in the Savings' Bank, was 
$1,092,559 ; in the Union Bank $1,502,380; in the Com­
mercial Bank $760,000 ; in all $3,354,939. The banks allow 
three per cent. interest on deposits. Shipbuilding advances 
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prosperously. In 1877, one hundred and forty-six new ves­
sels, having a tonnage _ of five ~housand five hundred and 
thirty-six tons were built; and m 1878, one hundred vessels 
of four thousand one hundred and eighty-one tonf In 1878 
the number of vessels owned in the colony was one thou­
sand five hundred and sixty-five sailing vessels of seventy­
two thousand nine hundrnd and eight tons, and twenty-six 
steamers of six thousand nine hundred and twenty-five tons. 
The value of vessels, boats, and nets, employed in the vari­
ous fisheries in 1874 was $3,766,863. The population of 
the colony i~ 1869 was 146,536: in 1874, 161,374; an in­
crease at the rate of ten per cent. in five years. From 1857 
to 1869 the increase was at the rate of nineteen per cent. 
For several of the foregoing items I am indebted to Judge 
Prowse's valuable lecture on the Progress of Newfoundland 
which wag published in the N01·th Star newspaper. 

No. IX. 
FRESHWATER SEALS. 

In Grand Lake, Sandy Lake and several other inla~d 
freshwater lakes of Newfoundland, seals are abundant. 
These seals never visit the 8ea and breed freely. The same 
is t,aid to be the case in Lake Baikal, in Central Asia, one 
thousand two hundred and eighty feet above the sea level. 
The question. arises, how come these animals, supposed to 
be essentially marine, to be found inhabiting fresh water ? 
During the great changes which the surface of the earth 
h~s ~ndergone, i? g~ological periods, especially when the 
Silurian was passmg mto the Old Red Sandstone, it happen­
ed, in certain regions, that a shallowing of · the sea took 
place, foll9wed by a gradual alteration in the physical geo­
grap~y of th~ district, so that the ~rea became changed into 
a series. of mmgled fresh and brackish lagoons, which finally, 
by contmued terrestrial changes, were converted into a great 
freshwater lake or series of lakes. In the case of Grand 
Lake a~d. other lakes i? the. same region, which may have 
been origmally formed m this way, and are but little above 
!he sea leve~, it is 'Probable th.at they were submerged dur­
rng the glacial period and remained as deep basins while 
the land was emerging; and after its final emergence, the 
salt waters of these lakes freshened so slowly that the seals, 
and perhaps other creatures, originally marine, which in-
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habited these waters, had time, by degrees, to adjust them­
selves to the new and abnormal conditions in which they 
were placed, by the change from salt to freshwater, and to 
the different kinds of food on which they were henceforth 
to eubsist. Rolyrood Pond, in St. Mary's Bay, is a salt­
water lake at present, as each year communication between 
it and the sea is opened at one place, through the shingly 
beach, and codfish and other saltwater fishes enter it and 
live in this lake which is over twenty miles in length. The 
storms of autumn close up the opening with shingle and 
sand, and for a time the fish are cut off from communication 
with the sea. Were this communication to be finally closed, 
Holyrood Pond would become a brackish pool, and finally 
a freshwatir lake, and the fish enclosed would either die or 
gradually adjust themselves in "the struggle for existence" 
to the altered conditions. The great law of "the 5urvi val 
of the fittest" would come into operation. Seals would be 
transformed into freshwater denizens as in Grand Lake. 
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