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THE OWLS AND SPARROW. 
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THE FROG AND OX. 

ONE day, an Ox grazing in a rneadow, set his 
foot among somP young Frogs, and trod one of them. 
to death. The rest told their mother, when she 
can1e home; and that the beast ,vhich did it was 
the largest they e\·er saw. What, was it so big? 
says the old frog, pL1ffing herself up. Oh! bigger 
by a va~.t deal! Ray they. And so big P says she, 
puffing herself yet 1nore. Indeed mamma, say they, 
if . ·ou were to puff yourself to death, you would 
never be so big. She tried again, and died indeed. 
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THE RAVEN AND s,vAN. 

A RA VE~ had a great mind to be a,.q white as 
a Swan, and thought to himself that the Swan's 
beauty was owing to hi. oft en wa: hing and peculiar 
food. The Ra\·en, upon thi , lt'ft his fi rmer mann r 
of living, and betook himself to the ]ake:-i and river:; 
but the water did not change his colour, and bi 
folly co:t him his life for want of proper food. 
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THE CAT AND l\1ICE. 

THE Mice one lay called a general m::eting, to 
con ult about the best means of securing tJ,ems Ives 
from the danger of the Cat. Many things were 
proposl'd. At last a young l\tlou~e, in a fine spe ch, 
J,roposc<l that the Cat should wear a bell about her 
n .ck. l pon which an old grlffe l\Iou -e ·tood up, 
wi bing to know how thi... bell \\a· to be fasten d 
to the Cat' neck, and what f 1ou~e wonld unde1 take 
to do it? 
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'rHE HARE AND TORTOISE. 

A HARE jested the Tortoise on account of his 
slowness, and boasted of her own great speed.­
"Let us make a match," said the Tortoise; "I will 
run witb you five miles for a wager." The Hare 
a.greed; and away they both started. But the Hare, 
by reason of her s,"' iftness, got so far a-head of the 
Tortoise, that she made a j oke of the matter; and 
finding herself a little tired, ~quatted jn a tuft of 
grass that grew by the ,, a3, and took a nap. In the 
meanv.-h i1 e the Tortoic::e came jogging on with a slow 
but stead3 pace, and passing the Hare whiL ·t :he 
was asleep, got to the end of the race first. 
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THE BEAR AND BEES. 

A BEAR climbing over the fence into a place 
where Bees ,,,ere kept, began to rob the hiYes (')f 
their hone:y: but the Bees soon set upon him; and 
thongh they "' ere not able to pierce his rough hide, 
yet, with their little stings, they so annoyed his 
eyes and no.~e, that, unable to bear the pain, he 
tore the .. kin oYer his ears with his O\YD claws, and 
was jn tl_\ punishe<l for the harm he did the little 
Bee~, iu breaking open their waxen cells. 







THE WOLF AND LAMB. 
ONE hot, sultry day, a V\Tolf drinking at a stream, 

saw a Lamb come to drink at the Rame time, a li ttle 
lower down. He ran to it, and asked the poor Lam h, 
"how he dared to trouble the water as he did P" "Sir," 
said the Larnb, "you see that the water come from 
you to me, so that it cannot be as you say." "Thon 
art a rascal," said the Wolf, "and I know that thou 
told tales of me last year." The pocr innocent Lamb 
replied, "Alas! my dear Sir, I was not then born." 
"It was then your brother," said the Wolf. "In 
truth I have no brother," answered the Lamb. "IL 
was then your father or your mother," said the Wolf, 
"for I know that you hate me." Thus saying, he 
tore the Lamb io pieces, and eat it. 
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THE COCK AND JEWEL. 

A CocK had just corne away from his roost as 
soon as the morning broke, and had mounted upon 
his favourite dunghill. He next, began scratching 
about for some corn for his breakfast; and as he 
scratched, he turned up a precious stone; which he 
looked at with disappointment. ' ·If a jeweller had 
found you," aid he, "he would have been glad of 
his prize; for my part, I should prefer one grain 
of Barley to all the precious stones in the world." 
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