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.ADVERTISE:VIENT TO PARENTS. 

THE following pages have been written 
under a conviction, that entertainment 
is not necessarily associated ·with either 
indolence or folly; and that the ainuse-
1ncnts of children ought to be rational 
in then1selYes, and n1ay be so con
ducted, as to contribute 1naterially to 
their improvcincnt; especially in giving 
thein just ideas of con1n1on things. 

All the incidents introduced are 
facts ; 111ost of the111 ,Ycre in1pressed 
on the n1ind of the ,,Titer during 
childhood, and they haYe occasionally 
recurred to it ,Yith aclYantage at a later 
period of life. 



. 
lV ADVERTISEl\IENT. 

The rhyn1es, with which each chap
ter concludes, possess and assume no 
higher n1erit, than that of conveying 
truth in a simple fonn, and one that 
is generally interesting and acceptable 
to children. 



ANN A AND HER DOLL. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE OLD DOLLS. 

AxN A, like n1ost other little girls, was 
very fond of a doll. She had already 
had two dolls given to her; one of the1n 
,vas of ,vood, and the other of 1\·ax. 
The ,voodcn one she had had a long 
tin1e, and it 1\·as become very shabby. 
Its nose, which was very peaked, had 
been shattered by a fall; its stiff ,vooden 
legs, which at first ,verc but slightly 
and clun1sily jointed, had long been 
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6 THE OLD DOLLS. 

broken off beyond the reach of n1end

ing; the bran, which stuffed its arms, 

had escaped, and robbed the111 of all 

their plumpness, and its once curly 

wig had become rough and scanty. 

It was but the remains of a doll, yet 

Anna was still pleased ··with it, and 

often dressed and undressed it, taking 

great pains to make it as decent as she 

could. The ,vax doll was yery s1nall 

and slight. When given to Anna, it 

,,·as gaily dressed in a silk slip, and 

sprigged muslin frock, with :fine lace 

sleeves, tied up ,,·ith lilac ribbon, and 

it had a sash of the san1e colour. 

When :first Anna saw it, she thought 

it yery pretty, but on exan1ining it · 

n1ore closely, she found that its clothes 

·were fastened on, so that she could 

not dress or undress it. She also dis

covered that it "'as only dressed for 
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outside show ; and had no under
clothes, which she thought it proper, 
that every doll, as well as every child, 
should have. Its green shoes too, 
she observed, ·were not real, but n1erely 
coloured over the ··wax of the feet. 
These things displeased her. She 
said to her n1other, " How very un
neat. * and uncon1fortable it would be 
for n1e to be dressed like this doll is, 
only in a fine frock and slip, and to 
haYe the1n fastened on, so that I 
should be obliged to sleep in them. 
And of ·what use would it be to paint 
1ny feet? It ·-would not v-varn1 then1, or 
keep the stones frmn hurting thc1n. 

* J .. nna was a Yery little girl, and had not learned 
that ,Yhen we "·ish to express that a thing is not 
neat, we sav it is shabby, or untidv, or indecent, , . , 

or slatternly. Her mother took that opportunit) 
of te-1ching· her this. 



8 THE OLD DOLLS. 

You ·would neYer like me to be dressed 

in that ,Yay, ,,·oulcl you n1other ?" So 

Anna had soon seen enough of her 

wax doll, ana asked her 1nother to put 

it a·way; and then she "\Yent to play 

,Yith her poor old ·wooden stu1np, and 

seemed Yery 1nuch pleased whilst she 

dressed it, and undressed it, and 

rocked it in the cradle. But, "\Yhen 

Anna's brother can1e in fron1 school, 

she T\·ishecl to shc·w hin1 the present 

that had been n1ade her, and she 

clin1becl up in a chair, to reach the 

doll fr01n a high shelf in the cup board 

,Yhere her mother had placed it. On 
co111ing do\'i-n, she son1ehmv pressed 

the doll bct\YCen her hand and the 

chair, and the poor thing was n1ashecl 

to pieces. 
At this Anna was yery sorry; she 

stood looking at the en1pty garments 

j, 



THE OLD DOLLS. 9 

fron1 which the frag1nents of wax were 
falling, and a tear burst fron1 her eye 
as her n1other entered the roon1. " So! 
Anna," said her n1othcr, " have you 
broken your ne-w doll already ?" "Yes, 
1nother," replied the little girl, " ·was 
I careless ?'' 

l\loTHER. I do not kno-nr, Anna; I 
did not sec you break it. 

A:N:NA. I ·will tell you how I did it, 
1nother: I got it down fro111 the shelf 
Yery safely; but when I took hold of 
the back of the chair, to help 1nysclf 
dmvn-then it pressed against the back 
of the chair, and that broke it. 

}1. No, Anna, your hand presse(l it 
again t the back of the chair; neither 
the doll nor the chair could take care, 
and you did not take care, and so the 
doll wa broken. 

A. But, 1nother, I haYc often and 
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often done so ,Yith n1y old doll, and 

I never broke that ; you know, 1no

ther, it was not I who let it fall on the 
stone steps ·when its nose was broken; 

and its legs, you know, ca111e off of 
their own accord, as I vi-as teaching it 

to walk. 
M. No, 111y dear, I do not know 

that, or think it. When "'e say that a 
person does a thing of his o,vn accord, 

,ve 1nean that he does it, because he 

chooses to do it, and not because he 
is obliged, or pressed by another per
son, to do it; and when it is s0111e
ti1nes said of things, it is 1neant that 
it is in their natural and connnon 
course to becon1e so. If water is ex.
posed to a cold frosty air, it will be
cmne ice, naturally, or of its own 
accord; and if ice be exposed to the 

warn1th of the sun or the :fire, it ,vill. 

Ir 

I: 
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THE OLD DOLLS. 11 

in the san1e 1nanner, becon1e v;rater. 
It ,Yas not your doll's choice, ,vas it, 
for her legs to come off ? 

A. No, n1other. A doll cannot 
choose, you kno,v. 

1\1. Why not, 1ny dear? 
A. Because it cannot think. 
M. Very true. Neither ,Yas it a 

thing of course, for its legs to c01ne 
off. Do you think it "\Yould have 
happened if the doll }1ad lain still in 
the toy-shop, or shut up in a dra,Yer? 

A. No, 111other, I suppose not; it 
happened vi'l1ilc it was being played 
,Yith, and I suppose that ·ffas it. But 
it ,Yas not played ,Yith roughly-and 
what is the use of a doll if it may not 
be played with at all? 

:i\I. You are quite right, there Anna. 
It 'is of no use ; and I suppose you 
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1nean to say, that your doll was not 

properly 111ade, as it ·would not bear 

using, for the purpose for which it was 

designed. 
A. I do not think it could, n1other; 

its legs must have been fastened 011 

badly: so that at last it was not my 

fault that it beca111e broken. 

M. I do not think it was, but as no 

one blained you about it, it is of 110 

great consequence to prove that you 

·were not in fault. It is your own doll, 

and it seems to please you just as well 

novv, as when it had legs. 

A. Not quite, n1other, because you 

knmv it is not so 1nuch like a real 

child. I ,,rish I had one, ,Yith legs 

properly fastened on, and ,vith joints 

at the knees, so that it could sit clo\\'11; 

and with a nice curly head, and its 
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THE OLD DOLLS. 13 

face and neck like real flesh-do you 
know ho,v I mean, 1nother ?-not hard 
and ,:vooden like this is. 

1\1. I suppose you n1ean a ,vax doll? 
but they are very expensive, and 
hardly fit for a little girl like you, as 
they are so easily broken. 

A. But, 1nother, I would take great 
care, and not break it. 

M. But, Anna, you have just broken 
one through not taking care. 

A. But, n1other, only look how very, 
very thin and hollow the -wax "ras. It 
was in1possible to help breaking it. 

l\tI. No, Anna, it was not in1possible ; 
but you forgot, or did not consider, 
that a "·ax doll requires a vast deal 
n1ore care and tenderness than a wooden 
one. 

A. I ,Yish I had considered; then I 
should not haye broken n1y doll. 
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l\'I. I hope you "·ill consider and 

observe in future; and that \Yill be 

111aking a good use of the accident. 

For \Yant of observing the difference 

between things that at first appear 

alike, children often do n1ischief, or 

n1cet ,Yith accidents. There ,yas a 

little boy, ,Yho had been alloYrccl by 

his nurse-111aid to gather currants in 

his father's garden ; and one clay, 

"·hen he ,Yas ,Yalking in the fields, 

he saw s0111e berries, yery much like 

currants, 1norc like thc1n than your 

,,·ax doll ,-ras like your wooden one. 

So he ate son1e of the berries, and 

gave some to his little sister, and they 

both becmnc very ill. 
A. Did they die, 1nothcr ? 
l\L :Ko, n1y dear, they both recovered 

-but it "·as after suffering great pain, 

and taking a great deal of 11anseous 

t' 

" ' . 

t' . 
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111edicine, as ·well as occasioning great 
alarn1 to their parents, who for seyeral 
hours, if not days, expected to lose 
then1. 

A. And all this came of not 111ind-
1ng the difference bet-ween currants 
and poisonous berries; · but I think 
the nurse-n1aid should have n1inded 
the little boy, and not haYe let him 
get at improper things. 

:WI. Very true, Anna; she was very 
111uch to blaine; but remember too, 
that children should not eat anything 
·without asking leave. Besides, it is 
right that children should observe for 
then1selves, and try to find out the 
difference between things, in son10 
respects alike, by exmnining their 
shape, colour, weight, gro-wth, and 
other particulars. 

A. Next tin1e ·we go out for a walk, 
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n1other, ,Yill you be so good as to shew 
1ne, the difference bet,Yeen currants 

and poisonous berries ? 
l\I. Yes, 1ny dear. I will assist you 

in :finding it out for yourself, and then 
you ·will not be likely to forget it. 

A. I shall nc-ver forget the difference 
between a wax and a ,Yooden doll. A 

"·ax doll is thin and hollow, and '\Yill 
not bear squeezing. Do you think 
I shall eyer haye another wax doll, 

111other? 
l\I. I do not kno"·, 111y dear; and, 

as I mn now busy, I cannot talk to 
you any longer at present; so, clear 
up the littered pieces, and then go and 
amuse yourself in the next room. 

Anna's elder brother hearing her 
lanientation oYer her doll, presented 

her ,Yith the follo"·ing lines. 
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My pretty doll, so lately bought, 
Is now quite useless grown: 

To pieces broke-'twas my own fault ; 
I reached it careless dmYn, 

An<l press'd it with a heavy hand, 
Its tender frame could not withstand. 

Ah ! if I had thought at all, 
I surely might have guess' d, 

Thou couldst not bear, my pretty doll, 
To be so rudely press' d. 

But, since the past I can't repair, 
Hence forward, let me take more care. 

Things seem alike when slightly vicw'd, 
That widely diflerent are; 

Poison seems fruit-and evil, good;
Then let me try with care, 

\Vhich path to choose and which to shun 
Nor heecllcss into danger run. 

And while 1 flee from common ill, 
Oh! let me ne'er forget, 

That vice has greater clangers still, 
T' entrap my youthful feet; 

But, let me shun the treacherous wa:, 
And virtue's dictates still obcY. 

17 
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CHAPTER II. 

DISTINCTIOXS . 

SooN after the day on which Anna's 

wax doll was broken, she asked her 

1nother, what ·was the difference be

tween a puppy and a kitten. 

M. A puppy, 1ny dear, is a young 

clog; and a kitten is a young cat. 

A. Y cs, n1other; but that is not 

what I 1nean; I want to know what 

difference there is between then1. 

JVI. Their heads and cars arc differ

cntl y fanned, and their tails and furs 

also grow differently; the noise they 
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DISTINCTIONS. 19 

1nake is different ; you know a dog 
barks, and a cat 1news. 

A. lVIother, I will tell you ·why I 
ask, and then you will know how to 
answer me. ]W y cousin George has a 
pretty little puppy, which he brought 
in last night for 1ne to play with, 
and when I had played enough with 
it, was about to let it go down, the 
same as I do n1y kitten; and it cried, 
and ,Yent about lame ; and George 
,Yas very angry "·ith 111e, and called 
1ne a stupid girl, for not kno,ving the 
difference bet"·een a cat and a dog. 
J\1y kitten always springs fron1 1ny 
arn1s or 1ny lap to the ground, and -
neYer hurts herself; and ·vvhy should 
not a puppy? a puppy is as large as a 
kitten. 

11. Now I begin to understand you. 
You n1ust learn, n1y dear, that things 
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of the sa1ne size are not always of 
the same strength, nor of the same 
age. A kitten is 1nnch s1naller than 
a puppy ; therefore, if yon see then1 of 
the saine size, you 1nay generally con
clude that the kitten is considerably 
the older, though this is not always a 
rule, as son1e particular kinds of dogs 
are always very sn1all. 

A. But 111y cousin George's puppy 
is not of that sort: for he tolcl n1e it 
,vould grow very large indeed., large 
enough for 111e to ride upon. 

M. Then you n1ay fairly conclude., 
that it is younger than your kitten, 
and is less able to take care of itself. 
You n1ust learn too., that 5ize and 
strength arc not ah-rays connected, 
any 111ore than size and age. Cats arc 
remarkaLly formed, for springing to a 
considerable cli~tancc; they are light: 

' I ., 
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and very strong 111 the joints, and 
111uscles; and if thrown to or from ever 
so great a height, are sure to descend 
upon their feet ; even young kittens, 
very soon acquire the habit of doing 
this with ease. But dogs are intended 
rather for running, than for springing 
fro1n a height; and their joints are 
differently formed accordingly. When 
you are older, I shall be able to 
explain these things 1nore fully to 
you; but for the present, I hope you 
will re1nen1ber, that you cannot judge 
of the age, strength, and skill of one 
anin1al, n1erely by observing, that it 
is as large as an ani111al of a different 
kind. Your little brother is both older 
and larger than your kitten; and yet, 
if I were to push hin1 off 1ny lap, and 
expect that he could spTing like a 
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kitten, he ·would He very n1uch hurt, 
perhaps killed. 

A. But my brother is not an ani1nal, 
is he mother? 

l\!I. Yes, 1ny clear: all things that 
ha--ve life are called animals. 

A. Then are geraniums anin1als, 
1nother? I heard you tell my aunt, 
that some of your geraniu1ns ·were 
alive, but n1ost of them had died in 
the "-inter. 

M. No, plants and trees are not 
anin1als ; they possess a kind of life, 
but it is not conscious life. They 
grow, and bear fio-'ivers., and fruits., 
and they go to decay; but they are 
not, as far as ,-re kno"r, sensible of 
their existence ; they do not feel pain 
or pleasure, which all creatures do 
whom we call animals. 

mru 
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A. Then flies and ,vonns are ani-
1nals, for you ha Ye often told n1e not 
to hurt then1, as they could feel as 
·well as n1yself; and fishes are ani1nals, 
for you told 1ny brother Charles, you 
had rather haYe them caught in a net, 
than ·with a hook and line, for you 
could not bear to torn1ent any liYing 
creature; and those lions and tigers, 
,Ye smv at the sho-w, ,Yere they ani
n1a1s? 

~I. Yes, n1y clear; all of then1, 
fron1 the greatest to the sn1allest. 

A. And is n1y doll an anin1a1? 
~I. 1 - o,Y, ~\..nna, I think you are 

trifling. in asking n1e that question
docs your doll partake of lif c ? docs 
she kno,Y anything about pleasure and 

. ' pain~ 
A. ~To, n1othcr. to he sure not.

But son1eho,y it ccni:s Yery odd, that 
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you should say, lions and tigers and 
:fish and ,vonns are all anin1als ; and 
that my brother is an animal too. 

M. What, I suppose you think your 
brother degraded by the comparison. 
I ,i\rill tell you, then, of one most i111-
portant distinction, which sets your 
brother as far above the noblest ani
n1al we have spoken of, as that is 
above a n1ere blade of grass. He has 
a reasonable soul, which they do not 
possess. 

A. But he does not take notice yet, 
not so n1uch notice as son1e ani1nals 
do. You know, a dog or cat will 
come when they are called, and they 
can help then1selves to food, and do 
many other things, which n1y brother 
cannot do. 

lVI. That is very true; nrn.n is longer 
than any other animal in a state of 
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infancy and helplessness-have you not 
learnt that pretty poem, which says, 

"The lamb skips gaily on the grass, 
,Yhen scarcely born a day; 

The foal, beside its mother ass, 
Trots merrily away ; 

And not a creature, tame or wild, 
Is half so helpless as a child." 

Nevertheless, this helpless little crea
ture ,Yill, in ti1ne, attain to a much 
higher degree of perfection in kno-w
ledge than falls to the lot of the highest 
order of brutes. Brutes have soon 
learned all that they -n·ill ever know ; 
and they neYer 1nake any fresh dis
coveries. They learn to seek their 
food, and shelter, and to take care of 
their young ; and son1e, such as the 
horse, and a few others, are brought 
to obey, and be serYiccable to 111an; 
but that is all. No such thing "·as 
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ever heard of, as a horse fastening 

hin1self to a plough, and going oYcr a 

field of his own accord, though he n1ay 

be brought to stand still ·while the 

harness is placed, and to go bacln-rarcls 

and forwards under the direction of 

his n1aster. But an infant, as soon as 

he is born, begins to acquire kno,Y

ledgc ; and goes on learning as long 

as he lives . He neYcr conies to the 

point ·when he cannot learn any 1norc. 

He has 1nany ,-rays of learning, too, 

,-rhich brutes cannot nse, such as read

ing, conYersation, observing the plan<; 

and contriYanccs of others, and in1-

proving upon then1; and thus CYery 

'Ct of people that Jiyc upon earth, can 

]earn, fr01n the ,-risd01n of those who 

went before thcn1. Thus a1so, the 

knoYrlrclge "·hich n1an acquires gives 

h11n power to control the brutes, 
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though 1nany of the1n so far excel 
hin1, in strength and s·wiftness. Of 
the little you kno-w, it ·would be quite 
i1npossible to teach 1nost of it to any 
ani1nal, however sagacious it 1night 
be in getting its o-,-rn food, taking care 
of its young, or obeying its master. 
No brute in the world could even 
ask the questions you have asked this 
Yery evening ; nor could the oldest 
ani1nal ln10,Y any 1nore about then1, 
than the youngest. So rcinen1ber, 
Anna, that though your brother kno-,Ys 
but little at present, there is reason to 
hope, he ,Yill one day know a great 
deal; and though he is properly called 
an anin1al, yet there is such an im
portant distinction, as sets him far 
aboye the noblest of all other animals. 
It is now tin1e that I should undress 
the little fello,v; so you may reach 
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out 111y low chair, and the babis 
basket.-K ot there, Anna; you know 
I always sit on this side of the fire
place. 

A. "\Vhy do you, 111other? Does it 
signify on ,.-rhich side you sit? 

lvI. Yes; it is 111ore conYenient for 
me to dress a child ·with its head to
,\-ards my left hand; and, if I were to 
sit on the other side, his head 1nust 
be towards the fire, which "-oulcl be 
hurtful to him. 

A. Oh! I did not kno"· that before; 
and then too, you could not wann his 
feet so nicely. ll!ay I fold up his 
clothes as you take the1n off ? 

M. Yes; take care and do it neatly. 
There he is, little rogue, all at liberty; 
see, hmY he s1niles and coocs ; he is 
quite pleased at being stripped of his 
garments. 
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A. Pretty little brother ! he does 
take notice now ; he -nill soon know 
his nan1e, will he not mother ? 

l\I. All in good tin1e : w·e 111ust not 
be in1patient. There is a pretty little 
sn1ooth head! now- give n1e his cap. 

A. Mother, ,Yhile you have been 
playing ,Yith the baby naked, I have 
thought of one thing, that perhaps is a 
reason, ,Yhy he cannot spring off your 
lap, and ju111p about the ro01n like 
1ny kitten ; or eYen -n-alk, like cousin 
George's puppy. 

~I. "\Yell, -n-hat reason is that ? 
A. Because they go upon four feet, 

and he is only n1ade to go upon tn-o; 
does it not n1ake so111e difference? 

11. Y cs, Anna ; I think it 111ay. 
The n1orc the ,Yeight is diYided, the 
cn.sicr it n1ay be cn.rried; and a tall, 
upright figure, nrn t require 1norc skill 
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and strength to prevent its oversetting, 

than one that is carried on a, different 

form. This is very likely to be one 

reason why children are longer in 

learning to walk alone than other ani

mals. 
A. But then, birds-they haYe only 

two legs, and they walk soon. 

M. True; but they do not stand so 

high in proportion as ·we do, and their 

feet are 1nore spread, so that the 

·weight of their body, is supported 

n1uch 1nore in the smne way as that 

of a quadruped, than ours is. 

A. What do you mean by quad

rupeds, mother? 
M. Animals that have four feet. 

A. And vYhat do you 1nean -rrhcn 

~rou say in proportion p 

M. I n1ean that cYery part is of a, 

fit, and suitable size and shape to the 
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rest. If you were to see a creature 
with legs as long as those of a horse, 
and with a body no larger than a cat, 
it ,vould be quite oitt of proportion. 
It serves also to express or describe 
two things compared with each other. 

Ji· , See, here is a piece of linen six inches 
' 

so 

long, and four inches wide ; and here 
is another piece, only three inches 
long, and two inches wide ; one is 
larger than the other, and yet they 
are the same shape-they are the san1e 
in proportion. But, if the small piece 
were as it is now, and the large piece, 

, instead of bein&r as it is, ·were nine au· '-' 
inches long, and only three wide, it 
,Yould be longer and narrovver in pro

iet portion than the small piece. 
A. I understand you no,v, n1other, 

and I think you meant to say, that the f ii 
length of a bird does not go upright, t~e 
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like our length, but n1ore crossways, 
like a quadruped. Pray, mother, 
,vhich do you think is the best shape? 

M. The shape of every creature is 
best adapted ( that is, suited, contrived, 
fitted) to the manner of life it is in- for, 

tended for. Suppose, for instance, 
the food of the sheep had been like 
that of the squirrel, nuts, acorns, and 
berries, gro"·ing upon high trees; 
how could it have managed to clin1b 
to a height, or spring frmn bough to 
bough. 

A. Or if a poor little hare had been rn,\ 
fat and lazy like a pig, how could it I,::~~ 
haYe run away fron1 the hunters ? But, 
n1othcr, if anin1als that have four feet, 
learn to walk so 111uch earlier than ·we 0 't ~f '. 

cit do, do you think ours is the best 
shape, for the ,vay of life we are in
tended for? 

·-~ 11 
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M. Yes, 1ny dear, undoubtedly I do. 
In the first place, I do not think er 

,: it a disadvantage,, that children are . 
longer in learning to ·walk and shift 

,r for themselves, than other ani1nals ; ,11/ 

for, while parents are teaching the1n :1 
to ·walk, they have an opportunity of Cl 

teachin00- them many other important 'ke 
r 

u-
and useful things, which other ani-
mals are not capable of learning. Bee 

., sides, the affection between parents 
lJ' 

1 and children, is intended to last as 
long as life; and it is, no doubt, pro
moted by children being naturally 

·· longer dependent than the young of 
other animals. When young birds 
are able to fly, the old birds turn thc1n ' 

•' out of the nest, and take no n1ore care ~ 

about them ; and the old cat casts off 
ie her kittens, as soon as they are able to 
l· shift for then1selves, and takes no n1ore 
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notice of the1n than if they ,vere not 
her o-,Yn; nor does the kitten recollect 
her n1other's fonner kindnesses. 

A. Oh, mother, I saw the cat and 
kittens :fighting for a piece of lights, 
and I thought, how shocking it ,yas. 

l\L But do you think there will eyer 
cmne a tin1e when I shall forget that 
you are 1ny child, or you will forget 
that I ain your 1nother ? 

A. Oh, no, no-I hope not, n1other. 
l\I. Perhaps there ,voulcl haYe been 

n1ore clanger of it, if, at the age of a 
fe,Y ·weeks, you had been able to pro
Yide for yourself, and had done so, 
,-rithout any care and attention frmn 
your parents. 

A. Yes, I suppose so ; I neYer 
thought of this before. 

1\,1. Then, ·when the days of child
hood are gone by, and 1nan is grmvn 

H, 
~ 

fa. h 
hii,''· : ,t 

• ... o,,, \' 
b,,i ;1 

I :t: 1: 
t: . 
th- ; 



DISTINCTIONS. 35 

up to activity, I am sure, that his forn1 
is the very best for fulfilling the tasks 
assigned hin1; only think how much 
farther ,ve can see, and ho~r much 

:,. higher ·we can reach, without cli1nb
ing, than if -we ·were quadrupeds; and 

·er how n1uch more able ~re are, to lift 
a up a weight, or to handle a tool. But 
. I think ,,·e have talked long enough d~.-

for the present. I hope you under-
stand ,Yhat I have told you; there is fl 

one ren1ark on this subject, that I ee 
f ~ . hope yon Yrill never forget: the beasts 

look down"·ards to the earth; they 
get their food fron1 it-that is all 

,,,, their care and concern ; and when "' 
they die, they sink into it, and that is 
their end. But 111an looks upwards; 
he ought to do so, with his 1nincl as 
well as his body, and enquire after 
Goel: his 111akcr. '\Vhcn n1an dies, his 
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spirit goes up·ward, it neYer con1es to 
an end; and it ought to be his great 
concern, that it may dwell with God 
for ever. 

Life, in all its various forms, 
Is the gift of God alone ; 

Birds, beasts, fishes, flies, and worms, 
LiYe, by order from his throne. 

Some in swiftness, some in force, 
Some in nicest skill excel ; 

Bee and emmet, hind and horse, 
Each their Maker's praise forth tell-

\Vho to each its sphere assign' d, 
And so fitly form'd to fill; 

But I view myself, and find 
Greater, nobler, wonders still. 

I'Ye a reasoning soul within, 
Form'd to seek my Maker's face; 

Endless being shall be mine, 
Endless glory, through His grace. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE HALF-CRO'\VN. 

A 110NTH or two after Anna's wax 
doll was broken, a gentleman, who 
came to sec her father and 1nother, 
gaYe Anna half-a-cro"-n, to buy any 
toy or book she chose. Anna ,vas 
very much delighted, and running to 
heT n1other, said, " See, mother, see, 
what l\tlr. Stokes has given me, to buy 
what I like. l\Iay I go, and buy a 
\Yax doll ?" 

Her n1other told her, she thought 
she had better not buy a wax doll, 
as they were so easily broken. Anna 

B 
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said, she very much wished for a wax 
doll; and to ha--ve it dressed exactly 
like a baby. Her mother told her, 
that there was a kind of cmnposition 
used in making dolls, ·ffhich looked 
quite as ,Yell as wax, and ,-ras not at 
all dear, and not nearly so apt to 
break. 

Then Anna said she ,-rould have a 
doll of that kind, and asked if she 
n1ight go and buy one. 

It ,vas in a sn1aJl country town that 
Anna li-i;-ed ; and her n1othcr said, she 
thought such dolls as she had pokcn 
of, ,,·ere not sold there : but she told 
Anna, that if she would -i;yait, and take 
cFl.rc of her half-cro"·n. she should most 
likely he going to London hortly, and 
,Youlcl buv her one there. 

A. But hmY long "·ill it be, 1nothcr. 
before you Q:o? 
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JI. I cannot tell, exactly, perhaps 
a 111onth. 

A. But a n1onth is so very long to 
,Yait. 

NL Well, 1ny dear, I leave you to 
please yourself. I only advise you, 
as I think for the best. 

A. Shall you blaine 1ne, n1other, if 
I spend my half-crovvn, and am pleased 
with what I buy? 

11. No, Anna; it is your own, and 
you 1nay do ,d1at you please with it; 
hut n1ind, I warn you, that I think 
you will be displeased with yourself, 
if, "-hen I return fron1 London, instead 
of unpacking a nice new doll, you have 
only to shew n1e the re111ains of an 
old broken one; do you not think so, 
Anna? 

A. I do not think I should have 
B3 
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broken it so soon as that, 1nother; 
but I think too, that it will be better 
for n1e to ·wait. 

Soon after this, a 1nan caine to the 
door with trinkets and pictures, to 
sell. Anna's 1nother told him that she 
did not want to buy any; but Anna's 
eye had caught sight of a necklace, 
and the 1nan had caught sight of her 
half-cro-\-rn, "·hich she held in her 
hand, and seemed to be considering 
whether or not she should lay it out. 
" Stop, madan1," said he, as Anna's 
1nother was going to shut the door, 
"the little 111iss will buy; come here, 
n1y dear, and see de beauties, de -very 
great beauties ; and -very cheap." 
Anna was con1ing for,Yard, but her 
111other again said, "vVe do not want 
any thing;" and drawing Anna back, 
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shut the door. Anna burst into tears; 
indeed, she cried out aloud, and the 
n1an knocked at the door, again and 
again; but Anna's 1nother ·would not 
suffer hi111 to be answered. Anna 
cried for s01ne ti1ne, but her n1other 
took no notice of her. At length she 
,vas tired of crying, and most likely 
began to think that she had acted 
foolishly; so she wiped her eyes, and 
con1ing to her 111other, said, " Mother, 
why ,voulcl you not let 1ne spend my 
half-crown? you said I 1night, if I 
chose it." 

11. Tell me first, Anna, what have 
you been crying for? 

A. Because, n1other, you would not 
let 1ne spend my 1noney. 

l\I. Diel you tell 111e that you wished 
to spend it? 

A. No, n1other, but I did ,,rish it. 
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lVI. I thought you intended to have 
a doll bought with it. 

A. Yes, n1other, so I did ; but I 
should so 1nuch have liked a necklace 
-you know 1ny cousin Fanny has one, 
and I thought then I could have clone 
v~·ithout a doll. 

lVI. And do you think so still, Anna? 
Should you prefer a necklace to a 
doll? 

A. I do not know, rnam1na; I should 
like to think a little n1ore about it. 

lVI. I think it will be "·iser to do 
so; but would it not have been better 
to have thought and reasoned, before 
you cried? 

Anna hung do-w11 her head, and n1adc 
no reply. Her mother continued, "Do 
you think I ever prevent your doing 
any thing you ·wish, without being able 
t . ~" o give a reason . 

i . 

L 
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A. No, 1nother, I think not; will 
you please to tell me the reason ,vhy 
you would not let n1e buy the neck
lace? 

l\tI. Yes; now you can talk like a 
reasonable being, I am very willing 
to treat you, and answer you as such. 
But ,Yhen a little girl who can speak 
and reason, chooses rather to cry for 
nothing, no notice can be taken of her; 
she puts herself far below her little 
baby-brother, for he does not cry un
less he is in pain, which he has no 
other way of inf orn1ing us of. I had 
two reasons for not suffering you to 
spend your n1oney ,Yith the n1an at the 
door: first, because I think a necklace 
-would be a foolish, useless thing, to 
spend it on at all; and next, because 
I think that n1an ·wanted to cheat you, 
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and get your money away, for son1e
thing that ,vas not ·worth it. 

A. Mother, I wish you had told me 
so ; and then I would not have cried. 

M. I could not tell you so at that 
moment; and as yon find when I can 
explain my reasons and motives to 
you, that I have always your good in 
view, you should learn to trust and 
c01nply, when I cannot tell you my par
ticular reasons; do not you think so ? 

A. Yes, 1nother, I know it; I will 
not cry another time. 

l\tI. I hope not. 
A. But will you tell me, mother, 

,vhy you object to necklaces? is there 
any harm in "·earing then1 ? 

M. I think it is a pity to spend 
money upon ,Yhat is of no real use. If 
a little girl, "·ho wears a necklace, or 



THE HALF-CROWN. 45 

any other finery., does not think about 
it, it affords her no pleasure; and if 
she does think about it, it generally 
n1akes her very vain and disagreeable. 
She ·wishes persons to look at her 
and adn1ire her., and if they do not do 
so, she is disappointed, and discon
tented, - do you understand me., 
Anna? 

A. Yes., 1nother, I think so ; for, 
,Yhen I ,Yas at play ·with 1ny cousins 
last week., and sa-w Fanny's beautiful 
necklace, she sccn1cd so proud and 
pleased; but aftenYards, 1liss I-Iarriet 
Lloyd can1e, and she had a beautiful
ler necklace still. 

l\I. Stop, Anna; you should not 
say beautffuller; say more beautij1tl. 

A. Well, n1othcr, then n1ore beau
tiful; I n1can a great deal prettier; 
and we all liked it better; and then 
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Fanny see1ned quite vexed, and almost 
cried. 

M. Very likely; thus you can see 

how Yery little the happiness of child
ren is pron1otccl by finery in dress. 

Mothers who pay attention to such 

things, cannot help obserYing further, 

that such dispositions are pron1oted, 

as greatly obstruct and oppose happi

ness. Do you think Yanity, or envy, 

can n1ake people happy? 
A. No, 111other; and if I thought Ft 

necklace would 111ake n1e have Yanity 
or enYy, I would neYer ,Yish for one. 

M. You should say, "If I thought 
a necklace ,-vould 111ake n1e vain or 

envious, I ,Youlcl not wish for one."
vV ell, I do not say that it ,\·ould do 
that; but at best it is useless, and far 

111ore likely to call forth bad disposi

tions, than good ones. 

en 
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A. Mother, is not a doll useless? 
lW. No, Anna, I think a doll affords 

to a little girl, one of the 1nost inno
cent, lasting, and i1nproving amuse
ments she can enjoy. 

A. vV ell, I a1n glad you think so, 
mother, for I do love a doll, and so ·we 
" -ill settle to ha-vc a doll bought, ,Yhen 
you go to London. 

~I. You had settled so, son1e clays 
ago, Anna; and perhaps, if you should 
chance to sec any other fine, she"'Y 
thing, you \rill be unsettled again, 
and inclined to spend your n1oney. 

,.\. No, n1other, I think not ; but 
for fear I should, "-ill you take n1y 
half-cro,,--n for 111e, and keep it safe, 
till you go; nncl then, if I should be 
so f ooli h as to ask you for it, you can 
say, ' No, Anna, I think you had bet
ter not ha-ve it." 
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l\tI. I ·will take care of it., if you 
desire it; but it must be upon this 
condition., that I shall not giYe it up 
for any other purpose : so think ·well., 
before you entrust it to 1ne. 

A. Yes., mother., I have thought 
well., and 1nade up 111y n1ind: here 
it is. 

I'm sure my parents know far best, 
And always seek my good; 

Then when their will is once exprest, 
And clearly understood,-

\Vith humble duty, and respect, 
I should at once obey, 

Nor eyer dare to contradict, 
Or wish another way. 

But, ah ! how sadly I forget, 
\Vhen by temptation tried, 

And yield to stubbornness or pet, 
Perverseness, passion, pride. 
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0 God! who all my faults canst see, 
Forgive a sinful child, 

And make me, as I ought to be, 
Obedient, good, and mild. 

,. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE G"GIXEA-PIG. 

ABODT a "·eek before the day which 
Anna's 111other had fixed upon for 
going to London, a lad in the neigh
bourhood came to the house, and asked 
if the children "·oulcl like to buy a 
guinea-pig, which he brouo·ht in a bas
ket. Anna had never before seen uch 
a thing ; she ·was Yery n1uch delighted 
,Yith it, and listened "·ith a toni hment 
to all that the boy related of it divert
ing tricks and · gan1bols. She begaccl 
she might be permitted to "TT'itness 
s01ne of its perforn1ances; but the lad 
excused it, saying, that the poor thing 



THE GUINEA-PIG. 51 

was shy before strangers. Anna's 
mother said, perhaps it would continue 
to be shy; but the lad said, no; that 
it ·would soon becmne reconciled to a 
change of situation. Anna can1e, and 
touched her mother's arm, and whis
pered smncthing in her ear. 

"I cannot hear "·hat you say, Anna," 
said her mother. 

Then Anna said, "Will you con1e 
into the next room, and speak to n1e, 
one n1inute, mother? But Anna's 
1nother did not choose to leaYe the 
room ,,·hile the boy was there, for he 
"·as a sly looking boy, and his fainily 
was kno,Yn not to be Yery honest. 
Just then, 1\nna's father cmne in, and 
asked ,Yhat they were about : he took 
up the guinea-pig, looked at it., and 
a keel the boy son1e questions about 
it. In the m.eanti111e, Anna again 
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·whispered to her mother, "vVhich do 
you think is n1ost useful, a doll, or a 
guinea-pig?" 

1\1. They are such very different 
things, Anna~ that I really do not know 
how to compare them. 

A. You know, mother, a guinea-pig 
is alive, and we should see it eat, and 
have to take care of it, and feed it; 
and you know this ,Yould teach us to 
be tender and careful : would it not, 
n1other? 

M. Perhaps it 1night; what then? 
A. Why, 111other, I ,yas thinking

but you said you ·would not, and so it 
is of no use to say any thing about it; 
-or else-I was thinking-,Yhcther it 
111ight not be better to buy the guinca
pig, than the doll. 

Before Anna's 111other had ti1ne to 
ans"·er her, Anna heard the boy say, 

f-
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"Then you won't buy it, Sir?" Her 
father answered " No, to be sure I 
shall not;" and the boy put his pig in 
the basket, and went away muttering. 
Anna was going to cry out, and beg 
that the pig n1ight be bought ; but 
she recollected the pedlar and the 
necklace, so she corrected herself, and 
whispered to her mother, "I will trust 
that 1ny father has n1y good in view." 

That same evening, Anna sa,v her 
cousin Fanny, who told her that her 
n1other had bought her a guinea-pig. 
Anna asked, of ""-hon1 it ·was bought; 
and found, that it ·was the very same 
which the boy had offered then1. 
vVhen Anna's father heard of it he 
said he ·was sorry for it, for he thought 
the boy had deceived Fanny's n1other. 
Anna begged to kno\v what her father 
meant ; and he told her, that he 
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thought the guinea-pig was either old, 
or unhealthy; and that the boy wanted 
to get rid of it, because he kne'w it 
would not live long. "Then," said 
Anna, " I know now the reason you 
would not buy it for us, father: I an1 
glad you did not buy it ; but I am 
sorry, too, that my aunt should be 
cheated. Well, what a good thing it 
is that n1y half-croYvn is safe in my 
n1other's care, to buy me a doll. I do 
think a doll is the best thing after all." 

"It is certainly best," said her fa
ther, "that children should kno,v their 
own mind. Though it is of no great 
consequence ,-vhich ·way half-a-crown 
is spent; or whether a little girl likes 
best to play with a doll, or a guinea
pig, it is of consequence that she 
should acquire a habit of duly con
sidering before she decides, and, when 

r , . 
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she has chosen, of being steady to her 
choice. If these habits are not ac
quired in childhood, n1ost likely the 
individual ,vill grow up into life, ,vith 
fickle, unsettled, extravagant, and dis
satisfied habits. Suppose Anna, ,vhen 
your n1other goes to n1arket to buy pro
visions for the family, or clothes for you 
children, that she should come back, 
and ten us, she had seen in a shop
window, son1ething so pretty, and so 
te1npting, that she had spent all her 
money upon it, instead of purchasing 
the provisions or garn1ents that she 
went out for-do you not think that 
the family would be exposed to very 
great inconYenience by such conduct? 
Or suppose, that every time I see a 
house to be let, or a shop to be dis
posed of, I should take it in my head 
that it would suit n1e better than n1y 
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o,vn, and so be continually moving 
and changing : I should soon bring 
my fainily to poverty and ruin. 

A. Yes, father, but you and mother 
know better than to do such foolish 
things. 

F. Yes, Anna; we were taught bet
ter, when we were children; and ·we arc 
anxious, that our children should learn 
to act prudently in their little affairs, 
that they, too, may know how to act in 
larger concerns, as they grow up in life. 

The next day Anna ·went to her 
aunt's, and asked to see the guinea
pig; and her aunt said, "poor little 
piggy! I am afraid it is not well; we 
cannot get it to eat." Every thing 
that the boy had mentioned, as fit for 
its food, was offered to it; but the 
poor thing see111ed quite dull, and 
trcn1bling; and could not be prevailed 
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on to take anything. The boy was 
sent for, to come and see what was 
the matter with it, but he only laughed 
at the request; he had got his money, 
and knew that he had cheated his 
customers; but that he did not mind, 
for he was a bad boy. 

The guinea-pig, pined for several 
days, and then died. Poor little 
Fanny grieved very much about it, 
and Anna could not help shedding a 
tear, but she ·was c01nforted ·when she 
saw her mother set off in the coach to 
London, and thought of the doll that 
she expected to receive on her return, 
and the pleasure "-hich she and her 
cousin Fanny should enjoy in playing 
"\Vi.th it. During her 1nother's absence, 
Anna learned the following lines, and 
repeated then1 to her on her return. 
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I bless the Lord for eYery good, 
For life and health, for clothes and food ; 
A home for shelter, and a bed 
At night to rest my weary head; 
Parents, who teach me, day by day, 
J\Iy Maker's precepts to obey, 
To keep his sabbath, read his word
For all his gifts, I praise the Lord. 
To Him I pray for all I need ; 
That he ,Yould still presen-e and feed, 
Still watch the daily path I tread, 
And nightly guard my sleeping bed. 
On father, mother, brothers dear, 
At home or absent, far or near, 
On all my kindred here below, 
All needful good may God bestow. 
May He my daily sins forgiYe, 
And help me in his fear to liYe; 
Nor e'er in life or death forsake 
His sen-ant, for my Saviour's sake! )"G •i 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE ~!OTHER'S RETUR~. 

,v HE~ Anna)s n1other had been gone 
about a week) she sent a letter to fix 
the day of her c01ning hon1c; and to 
say, that she should bring ·with her a 
young friend on a -visit. At this nc,Ys 
Anna ·was n1uch delighted; she had 
often heard of this lady, and had re
cciYccl se-veral pre ents fr01n her. She 
could scarcely lcep at night for think
ing of her 1nother, and the young lady, 
and her doll; nor did she forget her 

'--' 



60 THE MOTHER'S RETURN'. 

dear little brother, of whom she was 
very fond, and whon1 she longed to 
see again. 

When the evening arriyed on which 
her friends were expected, Anna ran to 
the front window every tin1e she heard 
the sound of a wheel; and as she be
gan to do this, at least an hour before 
the tin1e of the coach coming in, she 1 

ran a great many tin1es in Yain, At 
last the coach drew up to the door, 
and Anna and her father and the ser
vant all ran to open it. vVhen the 
coachman began lifting do\vn the lug
gage, Anna's father said to her, "Stand 
out of the Vi'ay, my dear, lest yon should 
meet "-ith any accident." Anna felt it 
rather hard, for she ,vished to sec all 
that was to be seen ; ho\i"Cver, she 
"-ithdrew to a little nook in the pas
sage, and there peeped, to-wards the 
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door, thinking, as she saw each box 
brought in, "I ,Yonder whether n1y 
doll is in that." But, when her mo
ther and brother and friend came in, 
she was so 1nuch delighted with them, 
as to forget her doll for a f evv minutes. 
Her n1other kissed her very fondly, 
and said, she hoped she had been a 
good girl. Anna blushed, and said 
nothing ; but her father said, she had 
been a good girl. Then the young 
lady took her on her knee and asked 
her, if she would be her little con1pa
nion, and sleep with her, and take her 
out walking, and read to her. Anna 
said, she should like Yery much to do 
all this. Anna thought her brother 
appeared very much gro"11, though he 
had not been absent 1nore than a fort
night; but she obserYed, that he did 
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not seem so playful as he used to do. 
Her 1nother told her, that he ·was very 
much fatigued "·ith his journey; that 
he had also perhaps forgotten his old 
friends, but that after a good night's 
rest, she hoped he ,-rould be as liYely 
and playful as eYer. Anna was n1uch 
pleased at being once n1ore e1nployed 
in waiting upon her mother ,Yhile she 
undressed him ; and ·when this ·was 
done, Anna was desired to be quiet 
'While he was put to sleep : she clin1bed 
up her father's knees, and asked, why 
he desired her to stand a·yray in the 
passage, and what accident he was 
afraid of? 

F. You did right, Anna, to obey 
111c at the n1on1cnt and I haYe no ob
jection at all to your afterwards a king 
n1e the reason of any thing that I de-

u 
s)· d 

~o e 
~·ou 
of ir 
::i o·, 

lo ~ 

c· 

ar, ~ 
at i,, 

1r " 



THE )..!OTHER'S RETURN. 63 

~ sire you to do. If you can under
.1. stand 1ny reasons, I am very willing 
Jt to explain then1 to you; and, even if 
1· you cannot, you have the satisfaction 
1, of kno-,Ying that you have clone right .' 

~ in obeying your parents. I never like l 

ct to see children crowding to a street 
eu 

b: 

door -n·hen persons arc going in or out, 
and especially when a carriage stands 
at the door, they are liable to many 

;,, accidents ; for instance, when persons 
arc going hastily backwards and fore( 

•
1
; ,Yards, ,-vith heavy packages, they 

n1ight easily push down a child with~t 

out observing that it ·was in the ·way; l~ 

or hurt its feet by stepping, or by set-
ting down a box upon then1. Again, ei 

' if a child should get outside of the Ji. 
door, it -n·ould he in danger of being 

D: 
trodden upon, or kicked by the horses, 1r. 

or run over, if they should set off 
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suddenly. Accidents happen in 1nany 
·ways, and they are n1uch 1nore easily 
avoided than remedied. I ren1einber 
two fatal accidents happening at such 
a n101nent as that in which I guarded 
you. 

A. vVill you tell 111e about then1, 
father? 

F. Yes, n1y dear ; for such facts 
should teach us to be careful in avoid
ing danger, and thankful for being 
hitherto preserved. In one instance, 
the father of a fainily was about to 
leave home on a journey; at the 1no-
1nent of starting, he "·ished for a great 
coat, or son1e other article, which his 
wife fetched fron1 a room up three pair 
of stairs. A little child of three years 
old followed her up stairs, and rc-
1nained 111 the roon1 without being 
noticed or missed. The ,-rindow of 

rnd' 
it, dl 

anr. 

h:1 
d·,,. 

bPJ 'I :~ 
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nr this room happened to be wide open, 
ilr and the poor little boy going towards 
u it, and leaning out., lost his balance, 
ch and when the street-door was opened 
eo for the father to go out., he saw his 

dear child falling from that great 
m. height down upon the hard pave1nent, 

by which he ·was killed ! I never pass 
ct~ the house without thinking of the poor 
1c- little fellovv. 
in: A. Father., I "rill be sure never to 
, go near an open window; and when 

·· baby is a little older, we must teach 
o- hin1 so too : and what ·was the other 

.it accident? 
!JI' F. A father was just returned from 
ar a journey, and all his children crowded 
·!' round to wclcon1e him h01ne and to 
re· get a kiss. As he ·was taking off a 
in: large heavy great coat, he s01ne how 
0: gayc it a s·wing, by which a little child, 
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who stood behind him was thrm-rn 

down, and got such a Yiolent blow on 

the back of its head as occasioned its 

death. 
A. Poor little child! how sorry the 

father must have been, to think that 

such an accident should happen ,-rhen 

the child was jun1ping about for joy, 

to see hin1 come hon1e again ! Ho,v 

sorry you would have been, if any 

accident had happened to 1ne ·when I 
ran to see 1nother con1e h01ne again. 

I know now why you told 1ne to stand 

out of the way of danger. 
Y. LADY. And I hope you will al

ways re111e1nber to do what your kind 

parents desire you, whether or not you 

know wliy. 
A. Yes, ma'am. 
The baby was now gone to sleep ; 

and as Anna's mother ,-rished that she 1 

r, ' 
e • 

I 

·•,., 
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should go to bed, the young lady 
offered to light her up stairs. Anna 

ti looked very ·wishfully at the boxes, 
and asked her mother if she was not 

1e going to unpack thein. Her mother 
~l said she believed not, as she felt very 
~~ tired, and should also prefer doing it 
y) by day-light. So Anna hoped she 
w might have the pleasure of seeing it 

nJ done. After repeating the following 
little verses, she wished her parents a 

in, good night. 
J 

1 . 

"\Vhile dangers crowd my heedless path, 
And parents often mourn, 

A child, by accidental death 
From their cm braces torn ; 

Preserv'd by God's almighty power, 
I hitherto am spared ; 

His eye has watched me every hour, 
His arm has been my guard. 
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Grateful I would these mercies own, 
My thanks are likewise due, 

For watchful care, unwearied sho,rn, 
My parents dear, by you. 

\Vith duteous, fond, and tender love , 
May I requite that care; 

And prove the comfort of your life , 
If God my own shall spare . 

•' , . 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE NEW DOLL. 

THE next morning, Anna was awake 
very early; but she lay quite still, as 
her mother had desired her not to 
wake the young lady, who slept Vi'ith 
her. She ,Yas very glad, ho,,,ever, 
that in a few minutes the young lady 
a,Yoke and began dressing herself. 
Then, she too jun1ped up as brisk as 
a bee, and by the ti1nc she ,Yas ready 
to go down stairs, she heard her n10-
thcr con1ing out of her roon1 '\Yith her 
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little brother. She ran down, and 

begged that she might wait upon her 

mother while dressing him ; her mo

ther gave her leave, and she was 

delighted to see the little fellow's 

antics ; hovv he enjoyed a plentiful 

douse, and, when dabbling his little 

hands, ahnost overset the basin ; and 

now, instead of being chilled by the 

cold v;ater, a healthy glow can1e oYer 

his flesh. Then he crowed aloud, as 

Anna played at bo-peep with hi111, 

while his 111other put on his clothes. 

"Well, mother!" said Anna, " how 

very n1uch he is improYed; I think he 

is n1ore playful and knowing now than 

n1y kitten. Pray, n1other, svas I washed 

in this n1anner when I "-as a baby?" 

I\I. Yes, Anna, just the same. 

A. And did I Eke it as he does? 

and play and crow all the vd1ile? 

I 
. , r 
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l\tI. Yes, my dear, n1ost little babies 

who are used to it, enjoy it as much as 
he does. It promotes their pleasure, 
as -n·ell as their health and growth. 

A. l\1y aunt's baby is not done so, 
mother; for I saw the n1aid dress it 
one day -n·hen I ·went to play ·with 
Fanny, ,·d1ile you -nrere out. She un
tied its cap, and did a little bit on one 
side with a cla1up towel, and then a 
little bit on the other; and then she 
-n·iped its little hands, but did not 
let it touch the ,Yater; and then she 
dres eel it, and it cried so all the time, 
that I could not bear to hear it. I 
told her ho-n' you washed n1y little 
brother, and ho,y plea eel he ,Yas with 
it; but she aid, it ,Yas enough to kill 
hin1, though I mn sure he is a great 
deal 1norc ro y and liYely than that 
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baby; and so you ·will say when you 

see it. 
M. vVe must not say so to distress 

your aunt. No doubt she had her baby 

managed in the way that she thinks 

best I do not like that way., because 

I have always been used to another, 

and found it ans-'\Yer very well. You 

must learn to obserYe and re1nen1ber 

·what you see me do, and if you should 

gro-w up and have occasion, you n1ay 

i1nitate it; but, if you see other per

sons acting differently, do not n1ake 

re1narks., because that is unbecoming 

in a little girl, and is likely to giYe 

offence. But come, put a-n·ay the 

basket, and let us go to breakfast. 

Afterwards, I shall want you to help 

inc unpack n1y things while baby is 

asleep. 

,, . 

,, I 

1 

I. 

' h 
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Anna was delighted to think of this. 

·s 

·~ n1othcr ?" But her mother said, " No, 

She had not 1nentionecl the doll, but 
she had thought a great deal about it, 
and longed to see it. After breakfast, 
Anna and her 1nother, and the young 
lady "Went up stairs together, and the 
boxes ,,-ere carried up. When the 
cord was taken off one box, Anna, 
said, " Now shall I open this box, 

one thing at a time ; let us first take 
off all the cord, and put it away, and 
then all the wrappers : if these things 
are littered about the romn, we shall 

ake 

have no place to put the things when 
t': ·we open the boxes." So the cord 
. . was neatly wound up, and the wrapa--· 

10 pcrs folded, and put in a closet, to I 

\ ' , serYe for another ti1ne ; and then a 
large box was opened, and Anna ran 
ahout, here and there, to put the 

C 
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things in the different places, as her 

mother desired her. At length, the u. 

young lady said, "I think Anna 1nay ) 

unpack this box-1nay she not?" The 1 
1 r 

n1other said she n1ight, but desired ' \ 

her to do it carefully; so she lifted h1 

up one sheet of paper and then ano- p~1~ 

ther, and then some ,-vool, and then ; . 

son1e very thin gauze-paper, and then 

she ju1nped for joy, and cried out, 

"Oh, my osrn, o-,vn, clear pretty doll! 

Oh, 1nother, ·what a beauty !-But did 

my half-crovvn buy this?'' 

~I. Your half-cro,n1 "·cnt to,varcls 

it, n1y clear, but ,Yas not quite enough; 

I put ,Yhat 1nore ·was required, in hopes 

that you ,vill be a good girl, and de

serve cncouragen1ent. 
A. Yes, clear mother, thank you

thank you: I hope I shall.-Oh, ,-vhat 

I, 

l .. 
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pretty eyes, and hair, and hands it 
has! 

lW. Now see what else there is 111 
the box. 

A. There is smne n1t1slin, and smne 
cloth, and son1c flannel, and a little 
pair of shoes. l\Jy doll ·will not ·want 
shoes, n1other, for I shall ha.Ye it 
dressed exactly like n1y brother, as if 
it was a real baby ; you know babies 
do not ·wear shoes. I suppose, 1no
thcr, all this 1nuslin and things, are to 
1nake its clothes ? 

l\1. Yes, Anna; I bought thc1n for 
that purpose - but I ain thinking of 
one difficulty. 

_,\. Yes, mother, so an1 I-how they 
can be 1nade. Would you be so good 
as to 1nake the1n for n1e, 111otlicr ? 

l\'l. Indeed, Anna, I have not ti1nc. 
I ha--vc the baby to take care of, and 
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the household affairs to 111anage ; and 
I want to 1nake a set of shirts for your 
father, and son1e clothes for the baby, 
against his being short-coated; and 
son1e pin-cloths for you, and 1nany 
other things. 

A. I ·wish I could do then1 111yself, 
n1other ; ·would you be so kind as to 
teach 1ne? 

M. This is not fit "·ork to learn 
upon; you 111ust begin by learning to 
hen1 pocket handkerchiefs, or dusters 
·-it ,vould be some ti1ne, before you 
·yroulcl be able to do :fine work, like 
this. 

Y. LADY. ,vhat, has Anna neYer 
learned to ,vork, yet ? 

11. Let n1e see : I did once begin 
teaching a little girl to he1n a puclcling
cloth, but she was idle and trifling; 
the ,,·ork ,Yas taken up, clay after day, 

Wo 

ni.: 

.l. 

IL , 
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but as the little girl did not apply, the 
work did not get on_, and at last_, I was 
obliged to finish it myself. Soon af-~ terwards the little baby came_, and 1 
then I had not ti111e to attend to an 
inattentive little girl. 

.. 1nna coloured_, and hung do-wn her 
o head_, and seemed ready to cry_, when 

the young lady good-naturedly said,
" But that little girl is half a year 
older_, now ; she is old enough to 
know_, that if no one would learn to 

-: ·work_, dolls must go naked_, and child
ren n1ust go naked too. Perhaps, if 
any one would try to teach her now, 
she ,Yould take pains_, and try to 
learn. 

A. Yes_, ma'am, indeed I would; 
,Yill you be so Yery kind as to teach n1e? 

Y. LADY. If your n1other "·ill give 
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us leaYe, Anna, we will try what can 

be done. 
l\rl. I ain sure I shall be very 1nuch 

obliged to you; and so ··will Anna, too. 

I hope she ,vill take pains to learn. 

I ,Yill buy son1e cloth for dusters; or 

perhaps she n1ight hen1 the straight 

part of her O'ffn pin-cloths. 

A. Yes, n1other, to be sure I n1ight, 

and that will be of son1e use; and 

how soon shall I be able to dress 1ny 

doll? 
Y. LADY. I think tho poor doll 

1nust not "'vait for clothes till you arc 

able to 111akc thcn1. I ,Yill tell you 

how it shall be n1anaged: eYcry clay, 

that you hirvc been a good girl, dili

gent and attcntiYe at your work, I 

n1ust re"'nffd you, by ,Yorking a little 

for your dolly, and so ·n-c shall ec her 

dressed in ti1nc ; but if You are idle ., 

r .. 
j .. 
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and inattentive, then on those days 
I n1ust not work for you ; is not that 
fair? 

A. Yes, 111a' a111 ; I thank you very 
1nuch; I will work hard every day, 
and then n1y dear dolly ·will soon have 
so111e clothes. 

Y. LADY. Now, I think we have 
put R.way all your 1nother's things; 
·will you con1e up, and help 1ne to do 
1nine? 

A. Oh, yes, if you please, ma'ain; 
I should like it very 1nuch-shall I 
bring 111y doll with 111e? 

Her mother gave her leave; so 
Anna took the box and the doll, and 
the 1nuslins, and other things to 1nake 
its clothes, into the young lady's romn. 
The young lady told her that she had 
better put the111 a,,·ay, while she 
helped to unpack her things, as she 
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could not attend so "·ell to both at once. 

Anna did so, and carefully placed 

eYery thing just "-here she ,Yas de

sired. By-and-bye, she came to a 

sn1all parcel, neatly tied up in paper, 

"-hich the lady told her to open, and 

see if it "-oulcl be of any use to her: 

she found that it contained t,Yo pretty 

books ; one of then1 "·as designed to 

assist a child in learning to read, the 

other consisted of little poen1s for re

peating. Anna "\Yas -very fond of learn

ing poems, and her mother had taught 

her seYeral; but she did not yet know 

n1uch of reading. So she asked the 

kind young lady to teach her a little 

of reading, as "-ell as ,-rork. She said 

she "-oulcl do so, a. oon a the roon1 

,-ras cleared. There ·was one parcel 

tied up in bro,,;n paper, which Anna 

Yery n1uch ,Yishecl to ee opened: 

! ' . 
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though large, it was very light, and 
1nuch taller at one end than the other. 
Anna could not think what it con
tained, and she longed to see it; but, 
·when they had cleared all the rest, 
the young lady said, " This need not 
be opened at present; I will put it 
away in the closet; so she put it on 
a high shelf, and Anna did not see it 
again for many days. " No-w," said 
the lady, " I an1 ready to teach you 
a little "rork - haYc you got a thi1n
hle ?" 

Anna ran down to her n1other, and 
hrought up her thin1ble and '\York; 
the lady fixed it for her, and shewed 
her ho,v to do it, and how n1uch she 
expected her to do. Anna paid at
tention, and took pains, and so she 
did it easily, and well. Then she 
read a lesson in the reading-book, 



82 THE NRW DOLL. 

spelt six ,Yords., and learnt a verse of 

a poen1; and the lady said, that as 

she had been a good girl, she would 

begin working for her doll that very 

evening. 

l\Iy new doll is brought from town; 

Pretty books are giYen to me, 

For so much indulgence slwwn, 

Oh, how good I ought to be ! 

Taught so kindly by a friend, 

How to work, and spell, and read, 

I must steadily attend, 

That I may in all succeed. 

Thus, my dolly ,vill be clad, 

Which I long so much to see ; 

But, my heart will be more glad, 

When myself can useful be. 

C 
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CI-IAPTER VII. 

CAUTIONS. - INDOLENCE CON
QUERED. 

AFTER dinner, Anna and her mothet 
and the baby and the young lady went 
out to take a ,,·alk, and, as they passed 
along a field, Anna's n1othcr desired 
her to look at son1e berries in the 
hedge. Anna remen1bered ,Yhat her 
n1othcr had told her s01ne ti1ne be
fore, and asked if those ·were the 
berries which n1acle the little boy and 
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his sister so ill? Her mother told her 
they were, and that she wished her 
to take notice of the111, that she might 
know the difference between them and 
currants. Anna looked at them for 
a 111on1ent, and then said, that she 
perceived then1 to be different fr0111 
currants in two respects; first, that a 
currant was quite round, but these ber
ries "·ere rather longer; and next, that 
the stalk of a currant bunch was long, 
and the currants grew below each 
other all do,vn the stalk; but that 
these berries, grew each, upon a sn1all 
stalk, all of which, were fastened 
together at the end of the large stalk 
son1ething in the 111anner of a bunch 
of elder-berries. I-Ier n1other said all 
this ,-ras quite right; and bade her 
observe, that the grm-rth of the plant t ., 
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··was also different; currants growing 
generally on bushes; but this berry 
on a tall clin1bing plant 1nost like a 
honeysuckle ; and the young lady re
n1arked, that the skin of these berries 
" ·as thicker than that of currants, 
which is so clear, that you may seo 
the seeds in the n1iddle. 

Anna said she would reinen1ber the 
difference; she then asked whether 
the berries of the honeysuckle were 
good to cat ; or those that follow a 
pretty yellow flower, which she de
scribed ( called the hypericu1n or Saint 
John's wort). Her n1othcr told her, 
that the berries of the honeysuckle 
were not usually eaten, but she did 
not know whether or not they "·ere 
hurtful, at any rate it ,vas safer not to 
try. The berries of the n1ezereon 
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shrub she said were ,Yell-known to 

be poisonous. The young lady 1ncn

tioned a sad affair that had lately hap

pened; smne children had been poi

soned by the seeds of laburnums., 

with which they were playing, and 

stringing thcn1 for necklaces. She 

also stated., that she was once ·walking 

with an old gcntle1nan, ,Yho gathered 

son1e leayes in a wood which he 

thought ,Yere wild spinach, and took 

them home to boil; as he ,Yent along 

he bit one of the lcaYes, and presently 

his n1outh and tongue swelled and he 

becan1e very ill. He "-as then con

Yinced that the lcaycs ,Ycrc poi onous, 

and rejoiced that he had not eaten 

1nore of then1. 
Anna said, she shonld haYc thought 

an o1d gcntlcn1an ·ffonld hayc been 

n t 
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,viser than to eat any thing that he did 
not quite understand. The lady said, 
it was a pity that he should not have 
known better; but she thought, 1nost 
likely, he was treated in such a n1an
ner ,vhen a child., as encouraged hi1n 
in habits of self-conceit and obstinacy. 
"So fron1 this story.," said she, "re-
111e111ber, little girl, that persons ,vho 
arc self-conceited and obstinate are 
not ,vise, and also, that bad habits 
forn1ecl in childhood, instead of being 
broken, generally bccon1e stronger and 
stronger in advancing years." 

"Pray, ma'ain," said Anna, "do 
you know what lcaYes they were 
,Yhich the gentlen1an gathered in . l ,,, nusta ce. 

Y. LADY. Yes, n1y dear, they ,-vcre 
the lcaYcs of an an1n1, a plant ,vhich 
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appears early in the spring: in the 

centre of the leaves gro-ws a tall sub

stance, sometimes red, an cl son1etimes 

·white, ·which children call lords and 

ladies. Since the affair that I have 

just related, I have never been fond of 

seeing children play with the111 lest an 

accident should occur." 

A. I know what you mean quite 

well, but I will not play with thein 

any 1nore now I knovv that they are 

p01sonous. 
Y. LADY. Anna must rcn1ember 

too, if ever she should 111cet ·with 

rude, bad children, who tell lies, say 

naughty "·ords, disobey their parents, 

or cheat and quarrel in play, that they 

are like poisonous plants, not :fit to 

play ,vith; their exmnplc is hurtful 

and dangerous. 

t,, . . ,. 
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"\Vhen I hear them telling lie~, 
Talking foolish, cursing, swearing, 

First I'll try to make them ·wise ; 
Or I'll soon go out of hearing." 

89 

The young lady repeated this_ Yerse 
t\yo or three tin1es, and Anna after 
her. Anna neYer forgot it. vVhen
eYer she say\· poisonous plants after
·wards, she said, they put her in mind 
of naughty, corrupting children, and 
if he heard children say or do bad 
things, she ,Yould obserYe to her n1other, 
"I mu t not play ,Yith such children; 
they arc dangerous, like a poisonous 
plant." Once too she said, "and I 
n1u t not say or do bad things myself, 
or I hall be dangerous and hurtful, 
and perhaps poi on n1y little brother 
by n1y bad exmnple." Anna's friends 
were -:ery glad to see that he 111inc1ccl 
,Yhat "·as taught her. 
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When they can1e hon1e fron1 their 

,Yalk and had taken tea, the young 

lady told Anna she might fetch down 

her doll's box, and that she would cut 

out its clothes. Anna begged that she 

n1ight also bring a set of her little 

brother's things that it 1night be dress

ed exaetl y like a real baby. So they 

set to work and cut out for its day

dress, a cap, 1nuslin frock, petticoat, 

flannel petticoat and shirt; and a cap, 

bedgo,Yn, whittle, swathe, and shirt, 

for its night-dress. Then the lady 

folded up the ,York very neatly and 

put it again in the box, keeping out 

one shirt ,Yhich she 1nacle that eve

ning, and Anna had the pleasure of 

seeing it tried on before she ,Yent to 

bed. 
The next clay Anna did her ,,·ork 

and lessons ,Yell; o, in the cyeninfr, 
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the doll's box was brought down 
again and the whittle 1nade. Anna 
quite longed to do some of the ·work 
herself, and the young lady let her 
hen1 a little of the s-wathe, but the 
calico -n·as too stiff for her little fin
gers; she soon gave it up, and the 
lady finished it after she ·was gone 
to bed. The next n1orning Anna was 
inclined to yawn and trifle at her 
,York; she did several of the stitches 
badly and had to pick the1n out again; 
then she fancied she had a longer task 
set her than before, and she spent her 
ti1ne n1easuring ho,v n1uch she had 
clone on the other days, and ho,v 
n1uch she had done to-clay, which was 
Ycry little, and ho,v 1nuch she had 
still to clo. At last the young lady 
said to her, "Anna, I an1 Yery 1nuch 
afraid the poor doll will have to go 
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without its night cap, which I was to 
have made this evening. You have 
already trifled away half an hour. 
Come, be brisk, and get on with your 
,vork, or you know what ,vill be the 
consequence." 

Anna tried to rouse herself., but her 
fingers had become sticky; she had 
suffered herself to get into a ya,Yning 
1nood, and she said the needle would 

make crooked stitches, and would prick 
her fingers, and the cotton would curl 
and snap. 

"No," .said the lady, "the fault is 
not in the needle and cotton; they did 
very well yesterday. It is the little 
girl who does not apply. Suppose, 
Anna, your father or mother, should 
be taken every now and then "·ith 
such fits ; suppose your father should 
say, the scales will not \Yeigh and the 
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pens will not ·write, all the cust01ners 
\Yould go away fr01n the shop, and 
there ·would be no money to buy 
clothes and food for Anna and her 
brothers. Or if your mother should 
indulge in indolence, as you have done 
this morning, you children ,vould be 
dirty and ragged, and every thing in 
the house would go ·wrong. And if 
Anna's doll could think, what would 
she think of going ·without clothes be
cause her little 1nother ,vas jdle ?" 

The lady sa,v a tear trickle down 
Anna's check; and as sh~ thought 
she really wished to do better, she 
kindly washed her hands and face; 
polished her sticky needle in her 
cn1ery pincushion, and set her on 
afresh. Anna forgot her difficulties, 
and soon reached the end of her task, 
so that evening the doll's nightcap "·as 
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co1npleted; and no-\Y Anna thought it 

did begin to look like a real baby. 

The young lady gaYe Anna this lit

tle song to learn, and told her to sing 

it, ,YheneYer she felt inclined to be 

sluggish. 

Be gone, dull sloth, 

I prithee begone from me ; 

I hope, dull sloth, 

You and I shall neYer agree. 

The bee briskly rambles from :flower to flo,ver, 

And rich laden returns to her cell ; 

The ant tugs and toils to lay up a good store, 

As if she could winter foretel. 

But sloth leads to poverty, ignorance, Yice, 

And to all that is hurtful and bad ; 

The indolent ne'er can be happy or wise, 

And the sluggard in rags shall be clad. 

Then briskly I'll work, and attentiYely read, 

And usefully pass every day; 

'Tis a joy to do something to earn my own bread, 

And dull sloth to chive hence far away. 

,, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TRANSGRESSION A rID PENITENCE. 

A .NNA longed for her doll to be con1-
plctely dressed., that she 111ight haYc 
it to play ·with. Her 111othcr and the 
yonng lady aclYiscd her not to play 
,Yith it till all its clothes "·ere 111adc, 
lest those that "·ere done first should 
becon1e dirty. So eYery CYcning, "·hen 
the youncr lady had :finished her work, 
Anna heggecl her n1other to put on thr 
new garment, and let her sec ho-,Y it 
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was done, that she might be able next 

time to do it herself. When this was 

done, the doll was put safely into its 

box again, and not touched till the 

following evening. The day after its 

nightcap was :finished, when there 

only remained the bedgo-,,·n to com

plete its night-dress, Anna was sent 

upstairs to fetch a pair of scissors for 

her mother. She knew very well that 

she ought to 1nake haste when sent on 

an errand; but she son1ehow sadly 

forgot it on that occasion. As she 

went upstairs she thought she ·would 

just take one peep at her doll, which 

,vould not hinder her a n1inute; but, 

while doing that, she heard the 1naid 

cleaning the next roon1; and then she 

thought she should very much like 

just to shew it to her, so she called 

he. 

mur 

.. 
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her in to look at it. Betty said she 
had never seen such a beautiful doll 
in all her life, and pretended to think 
it ,Yas a real baby. Anna was very 
n1uch pleased at this, and was silly 
enough to believe that Betty really 
did think so. Then she went on to 
show Betty the muslin and lace for its 
frock and cap, and then she would 
take off its things to let her sec 
that they ·were put on just like a 
baby's. She had got all the box in 
disorder, when she heard her n1other's 
Yoice, saying, " Cmnc Anna, I am 
waiting for you." The doll ,vas quite 
nnclressed; Anna hurried on its things 
as quickly as she could, and Betty 
put the things again in the box, and 
·went back to her ,York. Anna ran 
do,Yn stairs in such a hurry, that she 
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quite forgot to take what her n1othcr 

had sent her for; when she got to the 

botton1 of the stairs she recollected it, 

and ran up again, and when she can1e 

into the parlour she looked quite con

fused and foolish. Her mother asked 

what she had been so long about. 

First, she said, " nothing ; " and after

·wards she said, " she had been looking 

for the scissors and could not find the111 

at first." 
Smne person can1e into the room, 

so Anna ,Yas not asked any n1ore ques

tions then, and she did not think 111uch 

about what had passed. But, after 

dinner, the young lady --went upstai1·s 

and brought down the doll's box in 

her hand. When Anna saw it she 

coloured up, and her conscience re

n1indecl her that she had clone "Tong·. 
. 
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The young lady did not observe it; 
but said to Anna's 111other, " Anna 
has been a good girl, and has done 
her ·work and lessons very ·well ; I 
intend to ·work for her all this after
noon, that I n1ay get her one dress 
cmnplcte, and that she 111ay have the 
pleasure of nursing it and showing it 
to her friends." Anna coloured more 
and 111ore, and aln1ost burst into tears. 
She longed to speak and own what 
she had clone, but sha111e kept her 
back. vVhen the young lady lifted 
up the lid, she said, "Heigh ! heigh! 
·what a litter the box is in : ·what ha,~c 
you heen doing to it, Anna?" Anna's 
111other called her to her, and said, 
"l\Iy dear little girl, I sec you haYe 
been doing what yon ought not, and 
,;yhat you ,;yere desired not to do; but 
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now do not add to it by telling any 
untruth about tho matter: you re111e111-
ber the little verse, 

" He that does one fault at first, 
And lies to hide it, makes it two." 

" Come, let us hear all about it hon
estly." Then Anna threw her anns 
round her 111other's neck, and said, 
" l\fother, I did shew it to Betty 
when you sent me up this 111orning to 
fetch your scissors ; and I did tell an 
untruth to say I could not find the1n 
at first. I did not look for tho111 till 
you called n1c to 111ake haste do"·n." 
Her n1other said, " I am very sorry 
that you have done ,,Tong in showing 
it to Betty slily, and then in trying to 
conceal it; yet eYen no"', it is much 

I 
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better that you have told the truth, 
than if you had added falsehood." 
Anna still clung to her n1other's neck, 
and sobbed-" Pray n1other, forgive 
n1e; I hope I shall never do such a 
naughty thing again." Her mother 
said, "I hope you never will, my 
dear, and I do forgive you ; but some
thing must be done to n1ake you re
member that you have done wrong, 
and to guard you against doing the 
san1e in future-do you not think this 
is right?" 

_\.nna said, " Yes, n1other, I do ; or 
else you would be like Eli, ,d10 ',Yas 
a good 1nan, but Goel ,Yas angry ,Yith 
hin1 for not keeping his children from 
wickedness.,' and., perhaps, I should 
gro,y up to be wicked like they were." 
The young lady said., " Suppose ,-re 
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·were to put the doll and its clothes 
quite away for a ·week, and not do 
any thing to them; would not that be 
a good punishment ?" Anna's n1other 
said she thought that it "·ould, and 
this plan was accordingly detern1ined 
upon. But the young lady said, she 
1nust first put it a little in order, as 
the n1uslin, lace, and other things had 
been cramn1ed in and tumbled; and 
the nice ne-w flannel ,Yhittle "·as 111ark
ed with Betty's dirty :fingers; and the 
swathe ,,·as tlvisted round the doll, 
instead of being rolled flat and sn1ooth 
as it was before; so she folded them 
all up as neatly as possible, and rub
bed the flannel with son1e crun1bs of 
bread to take out the n1arks; and then 
the doll and its box ,Yere put quite 
a"Tay. Anna looked Yery dull and 

\f 
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ashan1ed throughout the day ; and 
·when she knelt down to say her even
ing prayers, she could scarcely go on 
for sobbing. Her mother was glad to 
see she felt her fault, and hoped that 
a good and lasting in1pression 1night 
be n1ade on her n1ind. 

The next n1orning, at the usual 
tin1e for "\Yorking and reading, Anna 
knocked gently at the young lady's 
door, and said, ""\Vill you be so good 
n1a'ain as to teach n1e to-day?" and 
the tears burst forth again ; she ,vas 
afraid the lady "-ould not love her any 
n1ore, or take pains to teach her, but 
she ·was so kind as to say she ,vould. 
Anna paid great attention to her les
sons, and ,vhilc she ,Yas at ,York the 
lady talked ,Yith her, and said, " l\Iy 
clear little girl, I an1 OlTY to sec you 
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dull and in trouble; but I hope what 
you now suffer will 1nake you ren1em
ber throughout your life, that sin and 
n1isery are connected. When ,ve do 
wrong we are sure, sooner or later, to 
suffer unhappiness on account of it. 
You find too that the pleasure by 
which we are ten1pted to do wrong 
is very soon over; but the pain that 
succeeds it lasts long. I an1 sure, if 
you had thought a 1n01nent of it, you 
" rould not haye been willing, for the 
sake of shewing your doll to Betty, to 
suffer the pain ,vhich you now feel, at 
having con11nittecl a wrong action, dis
graced yourself, and distressed your 
friends." Anna declared that she 
would not have done it for ten times 
the pleasure. " Then I hope," said 
the lady, "you will never again reckon 
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any thing ·worth the name of pleasure 
that involves disobedience or slyness, 
or that incurs painful reflection. I 
hope too, that you will observe, how 
one slight deviation from ·what is right 
leads on to evils that were at :first 
little thought of. I am sure you did 
not intend ·when you called Betty into 
the roon1, to go on so far as to tell a 
falsehood." 

A. No, n1a'am, I an1 sure I did not 
intend it; but I ought not to have 
called Betty at all, because I 1night 
be sure that my n1other would blame 

'· 1ne for taking her frmn her "·ork; be
£,- sides, 1ny n1other does not like 1ne to _ f 

V"' stay ,,·hen I an1 sent on an errand, or 
sh to 111akc free with the servants, and if 
T I do what n1y 1nother desires 111e not, 

that tempts me to tell a falsehood to 
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hide it; so I hope I shall try always 

to do as n1y n1other ,vishes n1e, and 

then I shall have nothing to hide. 

Y. LADY. May God give you his 

grace., n1y dear., and enable you to 

fulfil this and every good resolution ! 

Here are a fe,v si1nplc lines., "\Yhich you 

n1ay learn if you please; and I should 

be truly happy that they nrn,y strengthen 

your n1ind against any future n101ncnt 

of te1nptation. 

\Vhen first our foolish fancy sues, 

\Ve little think ho,v far it leads, 

Or "·e should instantly refuse 

The small indulgence that it plead~. 

The thoughts permitted once to stray-

The steps, alas! are short and few, 

From ,vhat we think, to what we ~ay, 

From ·what we ·wish, to what we do ! 
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\\Thatever acts concealment need, 
We may be well assured are wrong ; 

Sorrow and shame will soon succeed, 
And falsehood tremble on the tongue. 

And is the pleasure worth the pain, 
The wound a guilty conscience feels ? 

Short-lived the pleasure is and vain
The rankling wound too slowly heals. 

A sad experiment he tries, 
\Vho yields to each temptation uigh ; 

May past experience make me wise, 
And teach me every snare to fly. 

But, ah ! how fickle and how weak 
Are all the best resolves we make, 

Unless our Maker grant his grace, 
And strength, our follies to forsake. 
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CI-IAPTER IX. 

LESSOXS O~ "N"CRSI:\"G. 

THE ·week of punish111ent at length 

expired. Anna ·was not, ho-\Yevcr, 

the first to clain1 the restoration of 

her privileges. She had thought 1nuch 

about ,Yhat had passed: and, in truth, 

she felt far n1ore deeply the fault she 

had c01nmittecl than the punishn1cnt 

that she had incurred. "\Vhen this is 

the case, it 1nay generally be hoped, 

that punishment has produced its sa

lutary and clesirrd effect. Not a ·word 

' . 
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had been said about the day or 
the doll ; but, ·when Anna can1e 
into the parlour ,-rith her little bro
ther's night things, she observed, 
"·ith grateful pleasure, that the kind 
young lady had the doll's box beside 
her and was hard at ,-rork on its bed
gown. In the course of the evening 
it ,Yas accon1p1ished, hut not till 
after Anna ,-ras gone to bed. She 
had eagerly watched its progress, and r.: --wished Ycry n1uch to see it finished u 
and put on, before she retired for the uc-

' SJ, 

night ; perhaps, at another ti1ne, she 
,\·ould haYe begged the indulgence of 
s1tt1ng up an hour, to gratify her 
,Yishcs, but, considering her late dis
grace, she had not the courage to ask, 
as she felt herself unworthy to recciYc 
any . pccial fayour ;-so at the usual 

D 
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time she retired to rest., without ex
pressing her wishes. Next morning., 
when lessons and work were finished, 
the young lady said to her, " Now, 
Anna, your doll's night dress is finish
ed, and I hope you will enjoy much 
pleasure in putting it on : perhaps 
your n1other will be so kind as to give 
you a little instruction for the first 
time." Anna's eyes glistened 1,yith 
pleasure, as she exa1nined the neat 
·work of the bed-go-wn, with a little 
frill, and a little band, just like a real 
baby's. She then ,vent to see if her 
n1other was at leisure to assist her in 
dressing the doll. I-Icr n1othcr told 
her, that she had better try to dress 
it herself, as she had often seen her 
dress her little brother, and pron1ised 
to direct her, in any part of the per-
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fonnance, which she did not exactly 
understand. So Anna fetched her 
little chair, and said to the young 
lady, (,Yho happened to be sitting at 
the right hand side of the fire place) 
" Will you be so good, 1na'an1, as to 
let n1e sit on that side? for n1y mother 
says, ' It is n1ore convenient to dress 
a child with its head to the left hand 
and that its head should not be to
,,,ards the fire.'" The young lady 
n10Yed directly, and said she ·was 
glad that Anna noticed and reinen1-
berccl Yd1at her n10ther had told her. 
Then Anna laid all the things ready, 
just in the order that they would be 
,Yanted, and her little pin-cushion 
close at hand; she then seated herself, 
and Yery carefully took her doll in her 
arms, just as her n1other did the real 
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baby. When she put on the shirt, 
her 1nother sho\\-ed her how to do it 
carefully and tenderly, without turn
ing back the anns, and ho,Y to place 
it strait and sn1ootb. ,vhen she was 
going to stick a pin, her mother told 
her to be particularly attcntiYe in 
doing it properly; for she had kno\\-11 
several children dreadfully pricked 
and scratched, by careless nurses : 
and one very fine child, she ren1en1-
bered, who had fallen into dreadful 
agonies, and at length died; the 
cause of which, .. was aftenYarcls found 
to be a pin, lodged in its sto111ach. 
The young lady obserYed, that n1ost 
likely, the pin had dropped into its 
food; perhaps fro111 its nurse's side, 
slee--ve, or cap, '"here untidy people 
are very apt to put then1. She n1en-
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tioned a young n1an in London, who, 
in passing through the crowded streets, 
brushed by a person ·who had a needle 
stuck in her sleeve, ·which broke into 
his ann, and occasioned his death in 
a few clays; another person too, she 
said, had stuck a ncccllc in the san1c 
"-ay, ·which broke into her own arm, 
and could not be got out by the sur 
gcons, but caused her dreadful pain 
and illness, for 111any years, and at 
length ,vorkccl itself out at her side. 
Anna shuclclcrccl at these true stories, 
and said she would take care neYcr to 
get a habit of sticking pins or needles 
in such i1npropcr places. " And, n10-
thcr," said she, "I 111ust rcn1c1nbcr 
another thing; to be careful ( as you 
arc), in picking up a pin or needle, 
if I happen to drop one on the carpet; 
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for I kno,v 111yself, ·what happenecl it 

from not 111inding that. Little }las

ter B. ·was at play on the carpet, 

"·ithout shoes, and ran a needle into 

his foot, which 111ade him laine a long, 

long time.'' '' Yes, Anna," said her 

mother, "it is very true; and you do 

quite right to ren1en1bcr these things. 

But I must ren1incl you of another 

thing, that if you ,vere dressing a real 

baby, it \Youlcl be likely to take cold, 

~·hile all this conversation goes .on. 

Con1e, let n1c show you hff'iY to stick 

the pin." Anna's 1nothcr then slipped 

the fore-finger of her left hm1cl bc-

t,Yccn the clothes and the doll, just 

at the spot "·here the pin ,vas to be 

stuck. " This," said he, " prevent 

the possibility of pricking the child; 

I n1ust first prick my O-\Yn finger." 

. ', 
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Then she turned the pin, several ti1nes 
in and out (in the same manner as , 
darning is perforn1ed,) taking care to 
turn the point i1nvards, that it 1night 
not scratch the nurse, yet leaving it 
too short to go through the thickness 
of the clothes, lest it should prick the 
child. 

,vith a little explanation and prac
tice, Anna became very expert in 
doing this, and accmnplished, very 
neatly and dexterously, the dressing 
of her doll, ,Yhich she then carried, 
,Yith no sn1all pride and pleasure, to 
show to her father. He Yery kindly 
took quite as n1uch notice of it as 
Anna could expect; and, fr0111 the 
n1anner in ,rhich his little girl handled 
her dolly, he joined her n1other and 
the young lady, in predicting that she 
,yould 111ake an excellent nurse. 
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Anna asked her mother's leaYe, to 

lay her doll do-wn on the sofa a little 

,vhile: " For," said she, "1nother, I_ 

,Yant no-w to dress 111:y poor old wooden 

doll ; I 111ust not neglect her, now I 

haYe got a better (a younger I shall 

call it) ; you cl.id not turn n1e off, you 

kno-,Y, when 1ny little brother cmne." 

Her 1nother gaye her leaYe, and \Yas 

pleased at this instance of thoughtful

ness. " Lav her clo-ffn carefully" 
J • ' 

said she, on her side, not on her 

back; children do not rest quietly, if 

laid on their back." Anna did so, 

and then dressed the olcl ·ffooclcn 

stu111p, with as n1uch care and plea

sure, as she had, just before, her ne"·, 

or, as she chose to call it, her younger 

treasure. -YVhile he ,Yas doing this, 

she asked her n1othcr 1Yh y it ,Yas, 
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that she had the baby's cot 111 the 
pm·lour, and reinained in the room 
with hi111 ,vhile he was asleep. Her 
111other told her, that it was not safe 
to leaYe a very young infant, as they 
son1ctin1es started in their sleep, ·were 
seized ,Yith sudden illness, and re
quired innnediate attention. " Be
sides," said she, " I haYe heard of 
seYeral sad accidents happening, by 
ca ts getting in to the cradles, ,Yhere 
infants "\Ycrc asleep, and tearing their 
faces, or othrnYise injuring the111." 

" And I," said the young lady, 
"remember a little girl, who being 
left in tL l~ roo111 with her infant sister, 
\YCnt to th0 cradle, and cram111ecl into 
its n1outh such a quantity of bread, 
as ahnost choked it. That little girl 
Yras not so old as Anna, nor had she 
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half so n1uch notion of tenderness and 

care, either to-,vards a waxen, or a 

living doll. I also re111en1ber hearing 

of the circun1stanco of a child being 

left in a roon1 by itself, proving fatal 

to it, in another way: do you know, 

Anna, what a press bedstead, or bureau 

bedstead is ?" 

Anna said she did not. It ·was then 

explained to her, that persons ,Yho arc 

cro"\"\-ded for roon1, son1etin1es haYe a 

bedstead so contriYed, as to shut up 

all the bedding, and in front, to rc

se111ble a chest of dra·wers or pres , 

which front is let do111.1 at night, and 

fonns the botton1 of the bed. tead. 

The young lady then proceeded to 

relate, that a 111other haying left her 

young infant in a b eel of this kind, 

can1e do-,Yn to breakfast, during ,Yhich 
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ti1ne the n1aid -went up stairs to clear 
the ro01ns., and., not observing the 
child., she shut up the bed as usual., 
and the poor babe was suffocated. 

Anna shed a tear of tenderness at 
hearing this sad tale ; and said she 
did not ,vonder that her dear mother 
so seldmn trusted her little brother 
out of her sight. When she had 
dressed her ·wooden doll., she contrived 
to scat it on a little chair., and went to 
the sofa for her baby. As she ,valked 
up and down the room., dancing it 
gently, she said to her mother., " My 
aunt's nurse-maid holds her baby up 
high aboYe her head, and turns it over 
and over again. v'Vhen she ,vas going 
to do so ,yith n1y little brother., you 
told her you did not like it; and I 
heard vou tell her s01nething about a 



120 LESSOXS O:N 

little boy, ·which I did not under

stand. ,vill you tell n1e "·hat it was, 

mother?" 

" Yes, n1y dear," said her mother; 

" I haYe heard the circun1stance men

tioned by n1y 111other, ·who ,Yell re

men1bercd it, and knew the parties . 

.A n1edical gentlcn1an in London, had 

one little boy, of ,Yho1n he -n·as ex

ceedingly fond. One clay, on return

ing hmne, after seYcral hours of ab

sence, the little boy sprang fon,·arcL 

and crmYecl "·ith joy, at seeing his 

father; the father "·as equally de

lighted, and taking the child out of 

its nurse's ~nns., he rather suddenly 

held it up, and turned it round, o,·cr 

its head, 111 the 111anner you liaYc 

described. The child in1111ecliatc1y 

screan1ed out, bccmne insensible, and 

I• 
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in the course of a few hours, ex
pired." 

A. And "\Yhat was it, 1nother, that 
caused it to die? 

~I. I suppose it n·as the concussion, 
or shaking of the brain. You know, 
if you run round and round, violently, 
or jf yon shake your head, backwards 
and for,Yards, a pain, and unpleasant 
feeling is produced in your head, called 
dizziness. The brain of a very young 
infant is of course n1ore easily affected; 
and for this reason, nurses ought to 
aYoicl all sudden and Yiolent n1otions, 
,vhich 11111st be disagreeable and dan
gerous, to such tender ljttlc creatures : 
at the san1e ti1t1e, they should dance 
thcn1 about, and play "\Yith thcn1, in a 
lively, gentle 1nanncr, or the child ,-vill 
be likely to become dull and unhealthy. 
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A. I wonder, 1nother, as that gen

tlen1an ,yas a doctor, that he did not 

kno,v better than to do any thing that 

,yould hurt the child. 

M. He did know better, n1y dear; 

but, in the moment of his eager fond

ness and delight, he did it ( as is often 

said) without a thought. His thorough 

kno"-ledge of the cause of the child's 

death. added greatly to the distress 

he felt for its loss, and he never "Tas 

happy afterwards. 
A. Poor gentle1nan ! I hope 111y 

aunt's nursc-1naid will ncYer throw 

n1y little cousin in that 111anner again. 

It is a good thing it has not killed hin1 

already. 
l\I. I do not n1ean to tell you, 1ny 

dear, that such accident as ·ffe haYe 

spoken of, often happen. :;.\Iany people 
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do careless, i1nprudent things ·with 
children, ·who nevertheless, live, and 
arc healthy: but it is better to be 
always careful, and guard against those 
things, fron1 which serious n1ischief has 
arisen, and may again arise. 

A. Yes, mother ; and I shall try 
to ren1e1nber all you have told me : 
though you know there is not any 
danger of my killing n1y doll, in reality; 
you kno-~-v it is only n1ake-believe : 
my doll cannot feel. 

1\1. True, Anna: but it is possible, 
that at some future tin1e, you 111ay 
haye the charge of a baby who can 
feel; and it will be ·well, if any of the 
lessons, taught you now in play, 
should remain upon your 1nind, and 
proYc of real service to you then. 
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\"\l1ile I nurse my doll baby, for play and for 

pleasure, 

I may gather some hints from my mother's 

conYerse, 

\Vhich, at some distant day, I may find a rich 

treasure, 

Should duty e'er call me a live doll to nurse. 

'Tis thus too I learn to form some little notion 

Of a mother's incessant attention and care, 

And the gratitude due for such constant llc-rntion, 

Of which I, of all children, have had a full share. 

How gently she nursed, and how carefully guarded, 

\Vith what patient fatigue my young footsteps 

she led; 

Ho,: sweet and how soothing the aid she afforded, 

\\Then in sickness she tenderly hung o'er my bed! 

Dear mother ! long, long, be your health and 

enjoyment; 

But when time o'er yom- brow sheds the furrows 

of age, 

I\iiay it then be my tender and duteous employment, 

Your weakness to succour, your pains to assuage. 

,., 
l 
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CHAPTER X 

THE CRADLE-THE VISIT. 

THE kind young lady continued to 
take pains in instructing Anna, and 
had the pleasure of seeing, that Anna 
paid attention, and in1pr0Yed rapidly. 
After a ti1nc, she could read very pret
tily in the Tcstan1cnt, and learn daily, 
a f cw lines of grmnn1ar, and a dozen 
"·ords of spelling, hcsiclcs her little 
poen1. She ,Yas very fond of verses, 
and learnt then1 ,vith little trouble; 
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but the young lady conYinced her, 
that gran1111ar and spelling, of ,vhich 
she 'rras not quite so fond, and ·which 
required rather 1nore pains and atten
tion, ,Yerc quite necessary, and by 
perseYerance and resolution, n1ight be 
accon1plishcd too. So Anna clcter-
1ninecl to take pains, and not suffer 
herself to be conquered by little dif
ficulties; and then she got on -n·ith 
ease and pleasure. It ,,·as the san1e 
,vith necclle-n-ork : Anna very nn1ch 
,vished to do a san1pler, and to n1ake 
little pin-cu hions, and other pretty 
ingenious things, "·hich she had seen 
her cousin do. But the young lady 
told her, she 111ust first learn to do 
plain hcn1n1ing ancl se-n·ing, and pro
mised her, -n·hen she had n1acle so111e 
little progres in those ncccs ary arts, 
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she i.vould instruct her in doing other 
things, ,vhich she so 1nuch wished to 
atten1pt. When Anna had hemmed 
several tea-cloths and dusters, her 
n1other said, she thought she 1night 
no-w trust her to hen1 a pocket-hand
kerchief for her father. Anna was 
very 1nuch delighted at this, and beg
ged she 111ight begin it the very next 
morning. She did so, and acc01n-

1 plished one side, very neatly, with-
out any Greek and Hebrew stitches, 
as the young lady used to call them, 
if they were done irregularly and 
a wry, and ·without gri111ing her cot

or ton, or soiling her ·work, as is gene
, ·-rally done by little girls who trifle, "° look off, and yawn. Anna's father 

had not heard 1nuch about her pro-
gress in neeclle-,vork ; and it was 

ro-
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agreed not to tell hin1 ·what she ·was 

about, till the handkerchief "·as quite 

ready to present to him. Anna found 

son1e difficulty in keeping her secret; 

she once or twice said, " Ah'. father, 

you little think," and " Ho,Y surprised 

father will be l" but a look fr01n her 

n1other, or the young lady, kept her 

quiet; and at clinner-tin1e on the 

fourth day fron1 her beginning the 

handkerchief, she had the pJcasure of 

presenting it to her father, and of re

ceiving many kind kisses, and expres

sions of approbation in return. Dur

ing this ti1ne, the day-clothes of her 

doll had gone on rapidly, and were 

no-\v nearly con1p1cte. The cap, frock," 

body, and border round the frock, 

,vere Yery nicely ,vorkecl, 111 hcn1-

stitch and sprigs: and it ,yas agreed 
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by all "·ho sa,Y it, that neYer was a 

doll n1ore beautifully, and neatly dress

ed. It no-w, only required to be 

equipped for going abroad; and the 

young lady ,Yas so kind as to 1nake it 

a little bonnet of ,Yhite satin, neatly 

quilted, and a cloak of di1nity n1uslin, 

frilled all round. "\Yhen Anna began 

her father's pocket-handkerchief, the 
young lady told her, that if she did it 
neatly, she ,Yould aftenvards en1ploy 

her in doing a little ·work for her. 

Anna was delighted at the thought of 

this. The young lady had been so 

kind a friend to her that nothing could 

be 1nore pleasant to Anna., than to be 
in any ·way serYiceable to her in re
turn. , iYhen the pocket-handkerchief 

was finished and presented, she did 
not forget to re1nind the young lady of 
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her pron1isc, and begged to see the 
work she ,vas to do. The young lady 
brought out a bundle of pieces of co
loured printed cotton. Anna ,Yas 
1nuch pleased in looking then1 oYer, 
and pointed out one that ,,·as like a 
go-Yn1 of her 111other's, one like her 
o,Yn frock, and another that she 
should like for a frock. At last Anna 
said, "And what an1 I to do with all 
these, 111a'an1? sew then1 all together?" 
"Not quite all, Anna," ans-n·erccl the 
lady. " I ,vant a piece of three-quar
ters of a yard long and half a yard 
-nride. Shall you have patience to do 
it?" "Yes, n1a'am, I think I shall," 
said Anna, ",Yill you fix n1e so1ne 
and let n1e begin?" The lady :fi.'.':ecl 
son1e little square pieces ; and se"·ecl 
the111 together in a ro,v, and every 
day she added a ro"· to the111. She 
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tt' liked this work very much, the variety 

j of the pieces amused her, and the 

t,· visible progress she made encouraged 

ir'i her, though she someti1nes wondered 

er, 

all 
"' r: 
t 

•' '" 

what it could be for. When it had 

nearly reached the size, the young 

lady brought a very pretty piece of 

bordering, ,Yhich ·was to be sewed 

round it. With this, Anna was de

lighted n1ore than all the rest ; there 

·were tulips, and roses, and carnations, 

and poppies, and heart's-ease, in co

lours as bright almost as those of na

ture. The 1norning that Anna's task 

was to finish sewing on this border, 

when she had done it, the young lady 

reached clown fron1 the high shelf in 

her closet, that odd-shaped parcel 

-i;Yhich Anna had so n1uch wished to 

see the contents of; and now she ·was 

told to unpack it. Anna was doing it 
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rather too hastily. " Do not hurry," 
said the young lady, "but do it 
neatly." Anna knew how she had 
been taught to unpack parcels before; 
so she gathered the string into neat 
skeins ; then took off one sheet of 
brown paper and folded it np, and 
then another, till at last she cmnr to 
a very pretty cradle just large enough 
for her doll. " That," said the young 
lady, " is a present for a little girl 
·who endeai..rours to correct her faults, 
and takes pains to in1provc." .Anna 
kissed her kind friend, and resoli..rcd 
in her own 1nind that she ,You] cl still 
take n1ore pains to please her friends, 
and to deserve their kindnes . That 
evening the young lady n1acle a little 
bed and pillow to fit the cradle; and 
lined ·with calico the pieces that Anna 
had sewed together, which she' no--w 
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found ·were intended for a quilt, and 

·with t,Yo pieces of flannel for blankets, 

the doll and cradle ·were con1plete. 

Anna "·as as 111uch delighted as any 
little girl could be upon such an occa
sion, and certainly 1nuch 1nore delight

ed, as haYing ,-ratchecl the progress of 

clothing it, though it had been bought 
ready dressed. Every morning she 
,yould dress her doll and carry it 
about, till it was nearly tin1e for her 

to attend to her lessons and work; 

then she "·ould lay it in the cradle 
and rock it off, as she said, for its 

n1orning sleep : after this, she took it 
out in the garden for a ,valk, and 
s01netirncs "·hen she ,-rent out with 
her n1othcr, the young lady, and her 
brother, she "·as allo,vecl to take her 
doll too, nor "·as she a little pleased 
when any one ,vbo stopp~d to speak 
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to her 1nother, would say to her, 
" Well, little nurse, and how does 
the baby do ?" Every evening the 
doll ·was dressed in its night-clothes., 
and the day-things neatly folded up 
and put a-,yay. One day Anna's 
n1other gave her leave to invite her 
cousin, and t,yo or three other little 
girls, to drink tea ,Yith her. Anna 
depended very 1nuch on the pleasure 
of the eYening. She begged that her 
old wooden doll's clothes 111ight be 
,Yashed., ,Yhich being done, she dress
ed it as neatly as she could., and set 
it up on a chair beside her; and then 
,Yith her best doll in her arn1s and its 
cradle at her feet, he sat ,Yaiting to 
receive her young visitors. The n10-
n1ent they came in, they all cried out, 
" Oh, Anna, ,Yhat a beautiful doll you 
have got ! let us look at it." Each 
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wanted to look at it first; and Anna's 
little heart tren1bled at seeing then1 
use it so roughly; she, ho,Yever, for
bore to say any thing. When they 
had all exan1ined it, one of the1n asked 
to see its night-things, and proposed 
to undress it. Anna said it was not 
tin1e to undress it yet, but her cousin, 
·who wished to do it_, said, " Oh, ,vhat 
docs it signify about tin1e with a doll." 
i\.nna gaYe up, and got its night-things. 
Then her cousin stripped off the day
things_, and one little girl took the cap 
to look 2..t, and one took the frock, 
and then put thc111 carelessly in the 
cradle 'iYithout folding up. Anna look
ed Yexecl and felt so. She began 
folding then1 up as usual, but her 
attention ,\·as soon attracted to the 
a,YlnYard 111anner in ,Yhich her cousin 
attcn1pted to dress it. She did not 
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know which article to put on first ; 
and had no notion whateYer of putting 
them on in a neat and straight n1an
ner, but tu1nbled the poor doll about 
as if she had ncYer handled one before, 
and twisted its things on in such a 
1nanner, that ( as Anna whispered to 
another of her playfcllo-ws) "it ·was 
not fit to be seen." Anna's n1other 
sa-w the trouble that her httle girl ,Yas 
in, and being fearful that she n1ight 
express her feelings in such a ,Yay as 
to giYe offence to her Yisitors, she 
ordered the 1naid to bring in tea. The 
appearance of a c01nplete little set of 
tea-things diYcrtecl the attention of 
the children from the cloll, and the 
young lady kindly rcn10Yccl the svhole 
concern up stairs, and put all the 
things a-way s1nooth and neat. After 
tea, one of the little girls said., " Oh., 
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where is the doll gone? here 1s only 
this frightful old stump, which I 
should burn if I were you, no-w you 
have got one so much prettier.') 
"vVhat ! burn 1ny old doll l" sa~d 
Anna, " that has been n1y doll al
n1ost three years ! No, that I never 
·will." "J.\.nd ·where is the new doll?" 
asked another little girl, " come let 
us find it and dress it again." Anna 
knew that the doll ·was under the care 
of her kind friend, and there she wish
ed it to rc111ain; she could not, how
eYcr, refuse to oblige her young com
panions, so she fetched it do-wn, but 
said, rather pathetically, to the little 
girl ,Yho wished to dress it, " N o,v do 

do it neatly; I cannot bear to see it 
untidy." The little girl paid attention, 
and ,vith a hint of Anna's, now and 
then interposed, " my mother puts in 
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the pins so/' or " 111y n1other ties it in 
this 1nanner," the doll ·ffas dressed 
much more neatly than before. In a 
little tin1e the young party chose son1e 
other an1use1nent, and the dolls '\Yerc 
finally put away for the night. vVhen 
Anna dressed her doll the next 111orn
ing, she found its clothes sadly tumbled 
and dirtied, and she said to her 
111other, " I did not enjoy 1ny doll 
last night half so 1nuch as I thought I 
should. I could not attend to it and 
do as I pleased with it as I do ,Yhen I 
an1 alone," :Her n1other sn1ilecl, and 
said, " HaYe you learnt already, ,Yhat 
I too haYe found out, that n1others ,Yho 
chu e to attend to and enjoy their 
children "·ill soon give up Yisiting and 
cmnpany keeping ?n 

A. I knmY you love to be at home 
and take care of your children your-
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self., and I love you for it., mother, 
1nore than I should do if you ·went 
out and left us to the care of a servant. 
"'\Vhen I gro-,v up I think I shall do the 
san1e. 

"That is right., Anna," said her 
father, Yrho happened to oycrhear the 
conversation ; " if your doll teaches 
you to follow the exan1ple of your dear 

!! 1nother, she will prove an excellent 
instructrcss. Do as your 1nother has 

ni done for you, and your children ·will 

1 
I never have cause to con1plain." 

l)]r 

1 To-a kind mother mine has been, 
And, should it proye rny lot, 

Like her, to rear an infant train, 
They'll haYe no reason to complain, 
C nless her pattern proYe in Yain, 

Her precepts all forgot. 
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She to no hireling leayes her charge, 
In pleasure's path to roam, 

But lets the giddy ,,orld go by, 
"\Vith all its pomp and vanity, 
Nor deems it ""·orth one passing sigh

Her joys are all at home ! 

Our daily w::J.nts "ith constant care 
Her tender hand supplies, 

Our souls her best attention share ; 
She warns us of each treacherous snare, 
Forms our young lips to praise and prayer. 

And trains us for the skies. 

"\Yith reverenc.!! and attention due, 
:\lay we her ""·ords regard ; 

Her bright example keep in ,·iew, 
And while her footsteps °"·e pur.,me, 
In all that's lo,ely, kincl, and true, 

Become her glad reward. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

CHILDISH WISHES.-REWARD.
OBSERVATION .-INSTRUCTION. 

A.xx A Yras one day nursing her doll, 
and after looking at it very thought
fully for s01nc 1ninutes, she at length 
said to her n1othcr, ·who sat by, " l\tio
ther, I Yery 111uch "-ish one thing." 

~I. \Yhat is that, Anna? 
A. I an1 afraid you "·ill think it silly 

of n1c to wish a thing that cannot be. 
l\tI. )Io t likely I shall, Anna. If 

you wish for a thing that cannot be, I 
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can venture to say, that it is also a 
thing that would do you no real good 
if it could be had. 

A. Oh, yes n1other, it ·ffould do 
n1e good. I ·wish that n1y doll could 
eat and gro-w; and that would be of 
great service to 1ne, because you 
kno-w I could learn to be careful and 
tender in feeding it, and as it gre"· to 
,:\rant larger clothes, I could also learn 
to 1nake the1n. 

l\I. But I rather think, Anna, that 
all these aclYantages may be gained, 
though your doll cannot eat or grmv, 
and I mn sure it vi·ould be a very bad 
thing if dolls could do either. 

A. vVhy, 111other? 
l\I. I lrnxc kno"·n son1e little o·irls 

t, ' 

(I don't say that 111y Anna is one,) 1 

"·ho grmY tired of their dolls and for
get the1n, perhaps for weeks together. 
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If dolls wanted food, n1any a poor 
doll ,,-ould be starved. Don't you 
think so, Anna ? 

A. Y cs, 1nother; but I don't think 
,,'u n1ine ,Yould. 

~ oi J\l. Perhaps not; however, I think 
10, it is quite charge enough for you at . 
,,rd present to keep it neat and orderly; 

1, and as you i1nprove in needle-,York, I 
shall be Ycry ,Yilling to give you the 
n1atcrials on which to exercise your 

t'i~ ingenuity, by 111aking your doll ano-
ther dress. Suppose for instance, 

"' you ,Yere son1e tin1e hence to put it 
· into short clothes. 

A. Oh, yes, 1nother, that ,Yould 
be delightful, and then you know, 

;/- those pretty little shoes will cmne in 
o". 

, Ll e. 

:.r• i\I. V cry true., Anna; I thought of I 

. thi · ,Yhcn I boug·ht thcn1. In the u 
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111ean ti1ne, if you really ,Yish to learn 

how to n1ake clothes, I know a poor 

,ymnan who has a doll that gro-\YS and 

,vho "·ill be very glad of any thing you 

can make. Shall I look you out s0111e 

calico and cloth., that you 111ay n1nke 

it a cap, and a shirt, and a heel-
"'\ 

go,Yn ~ 
A. Oh, yes, n1other, pray do ; that 

\rill be of real use. 

Anna's father no,Y can1e into the 

roon1 ; he had smnethin~ in his hand 

"·hich he carried very carefully; there 

,yas a handkerchief thro,Yn over it, so 

Anna could not see "·hat it "·as. The 

handkerchief ,Yas the very one that 

Anna had hcn1n1ed a fe,Y clavs before. 

The father said, ""\Yhcre is the little 

o·irl ,Yho hen1111ecl n1e this hanc1kcr
::, 

chief?" 
"Ilcre I am, father;' sajd Anna. 





... ~". . 
...::-.. -s:: 

·· _\nm Sil\\' w:tl, dc-,1~1t a l,eant1t'i.1~ n:-1~·1t1 -:,t·ll0" L"amff, l. 
/,,,~ 

Tr 
' 

,,,. 

n 



CHILDISH ·wISHES. 145 

'Then her father said, " I have brought 
you a little present, 1ny dear." Anna 
can1e forward, longing to see what 
,vas under the handkerchief; her fa
ther continued, "The little girl, who 
takes pleasure in endeavouring to 
please her parents, and to make her
self useful to the111, deserYes cncou
rage111cnt; and the little girl ,vho is 
careful and tender eYen of a doll, that 
cannot feel, <lcscrYes to be trusted 
with the care of a liYing creature ; she 
,vill not, I think, neglect it, or treat it 
unkindly." So say111g, her father 
lifted up the handkerchief, and Anna 
saw ,vith delight, a beautiful, bright 
yellow canary-bird, in a handsmnc . 
cage. 

'· Oh, thank you, father, thank you/ 
said Anna : "but.," pausing a 1non1cnt, 
-" is it not c·rnel t_o slrnt np this l)inl 
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in a cage ? birds seein so happy in the 
fields and ,voods at liberty." 

Her father told her, that this bird 
never was at liberty, in fields or ·woods; 
that it had been bred in a cage; that 
it was a native of a ,Yarn1er clin1ate 
than that of England; and that if it 
were to be set at liberty, it would be 
quite unable to provide for itself, and 
would suffer such hardships and diffi
culties, as would soon put an end to 
its little life." Anna agreed, that it 
,vould be very cruel indeed to expose 
it to such dangers and distresses. 
Then her father said to her, " this is 
now your little prisoner, and it ,Yill 
never sigh for liberty, if you make its 
in1prisonn1ent happy; but, re1nember, 
it is totally dependent on you : if you 
neglect it, it -n·ill soon pine and die, 
but if yon keep it clean, and ,,·ell sup-

pd 
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plied, it will reward your attention 
1e with its cheerful songs." 

t 
•· 

he 

to 
,t 

" This is exactly what you ,vere 

wishing for, Anna," said her mother, 

" something that could eat, and would 

require your care, tenderness, and at

tention in feeding it. I hope you will 

prove yourself worthy of the trust, 

and I really think you '"·ill." 
Anna resolved to justify the good 

opinion and confidence of her parents, 

and it is pleasant to say, that she ful

filled her resolutions. Her father fur

nished her with the different kinds of 

seeds, and instructed her in what pro

portions to give them ; he told her to 

shake up the seed-glass, and fill the 

·water-glass afresh every 1norning; to 

keep the cage and glasses very clean 

and bright; to scatter s01ne fine sand 

over the floor of the cage, and to be 
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particularly careful 111 putting the 
hole of the glass to the hole of the 
cage : othenvise he told her., the poor 
bird 1night fainish in sight of plenty. 
He she,vecl her also the herbs., ground
sel, plantain, and chiclnveed, all of 
,vhich are good for birds ; and he told 
her., ,vhenever she took a ,valk., to 
reme1nbcr her poor prisoner., and bring 
hi1n hon1c a supply of his favourite 
green food. Anna punctually attend
ed to these directions. The canary 
-n·as for 1nany years admired for the 
brilliancy of his plumag0 ., and the 
s,veetness of hi song ; and rcn1en1-
berecl also., as the reward of Anna's 
first perforn1ance in neeclle-n·ork. If 
Dicky's song could have been under
stood., it certainly would have testified, 
that no little bird ever "·as blessed 
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with a 1nore kind and attentiye n11s
tress. 

Smne days after her father had 
given her the bird, Anna ·was at play., 
pretending to t~ach her doll to read ; 
her n1other at the smne ti111e --\Yas 
nursing the baby, ·who had now be
cmnc Yery lively and entertaining, 
and "-as 111uch m11usccl by the shrill 
song of Anna's bird, and by observing 
hi111 hop about in his cage. Just then 
the yonng lady can1e into the room 
,Yith a pair of beautiful screens ,Yhich 
she had painted. Anna's 111other ad
mired then1 very 111nch, and the baLy 
·was ready to fly out of her anns to get 
at then1. Anna., too, thought the111 
Yery beautiful, but as she loolyed at 
then1, her mind seen1cd to be running 
upon son1ething else, and she did not 
express as n1ueh admiration as she 
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usually did, -n-hen any thing greatly 
pleased her, or even as much as her 
n1other thought ,-vas due to the beauty 
of the performance. Her 1nother asked 
her what sJ1e ,Yas thinking of. 

"I was thinking," said Anna, " of 
a little Yerse you taught n1e, a long, 
long ti111e ago. It is-

" Though she can paint a little bird, 
She cannot make it fly, 

She says 'tis only Goel \\-ho can, 
\\no liYes above the sky." 

:\I. And ,Yhat 111acle you think of 
that Anna? 

A. I haYe been looking at my doll, 
1nother, and I think it Yery pretty: 
it is just the shape of a baby, and 
painted to look like a ba11y; and I an1 
sure the per on "-ho 111acle it n1ust be 
Yery ingenious. But, then, I ,Yns 
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thinking too, what a great difference 

there is between n1y doll, and a real 

living baby, or even a real living bird; 

and now, I think these flowers are 
very beautiful, and very much like 

real flowers ; and yet they are very 

different too - ·vvhat I mean is, that 

they are different in point of growing, 
-I 1nean-

M. Do not hurry yourself, my dear, 

take time to think what you wish to 

say, and we will wait to hear you. 
A. Then look, n1other : here is a 

beautiful rose-bud on one screen, and 

a beautiful full-blo,yn rose on the 

other; I 111ean to say, that the full

blo,Yn rose never "-as a bud, and the 
bud ne-.-er could be n1ade to grow to 
a full-blown rose . 

l\'L You arc quite right, 111y dear. 

You are distinguishing very properly, 
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between the ·works of man, and those 
of God. Life, of eYcry kind, is the 
work of God alone: all the power, 
skill, and ingenuity, of all the n1en 
upon earth, could nc-ver giYe life to so 
n1uch as one blade of grass . N 01:v, 
n1y little girl, when you look at your 
doll, or these flowers, or your father's 
watch, or the house ,Ye liYe in, you 
haYe no doubt but son1ebocly con
triYed and 111ade then1, and intended 
the111 for the Ycry use to "-hich you 
sec then1 applied : the doll to rcprc
sen t, or look like, the hun1an figure; 
the "-atch, by its n10Yen1cnts, to 1nark 
the progress of ti111e ; the flo"-ers, to 
rcsc111blc or i1nitate tho e ,Yhich grow; 
and the housr, for persons to live in. 
Except in the case of the flo,Yers, you 
ncYer did, and 1110 t likely ncYer "·ill, 
sec the persons ,-rho constructed and 
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111ade these things; but yet, you know 

such persons 1nust have existed. 
A. Yes, to be sure, 111other; things 

could not haYe con1e together so cle

Yerly and so usefully, if s01nebody 
had not superintended and contrived 

the1n. 
~I. Just in the san1e n1anner, we 

1nay assure ourselves, by the proofs 
of po-,Yer and skill ·which ,ve behold 

in the ,Yorks of His hand, that there 

is a God. \Ve eYery n101nent see, 

and know, the existence and design 
of n1any things, which 111an neither 

did, nor could contriYe : the earth 

on ,vhich we tread, that giYes nou

rislnnent to plants and trees ; the grass 

and corn that spring fron1 it, and 

afford food for 111an and beast; the 
beautiful flowers, and agreeable fruits ; 
the Yast nun1bers of liYing creatures, 
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that inhabit the earth, air, and waters; 
the rains and dc,-rs that refresh the 
earth; the sun, that gives light and 
heat to the ·world; the 1110011 and 
stars that adorn the night; the changes 
of day for labour, and of night for rest; 
the return of cold and heat, sun1n1er 
and -Yrinter, in their regular seasons; 
all these, and thousands of other ob
jects, great and sn1all, daily teach us, 
that there is a God. All this we 
111ight have guessed, by our 01-rn rea
son and obserYation; but it -n·ould be 
sad for us, if ·yve knew no more than 
this. 

A. How, mother ? 
1\1. "\Ve could not, fron1 our 01Yn 

reason and obserYation on the works 
of the Creator, form any idea in what 
way we 1night hope to please that 
Great Being ; nor 1'·hether, if in any 
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thing ·we offended hiin, he ·would be 

inclined to exercise n1ercy and forgive

ness to\\-ards us; nor ·whether, at the 

end of this life, He designed to con

tinue, or to renew our existence, in 

any other state. It is very affecting 

to read the anxious, uncertain, and ge

nerally erroneous, conjectures of wise 

and great n1en, who had no other 

sources of inforn1ation, than what is 

called the light of nature and reason. 

A. But, mother, ,rl1y did they not 

read the Bible ? that would have told 

them. 
1\1. My dear child, the persons of 

,vhom I haYe spoken, had not the 

Bible ; they liYed before the tin1e in 

,Yhich the Bible ,Yas con1plcted, and 

in distant parts of the world fron1 that 

in ,Yhich it ,Yas giYen. 



1KG 
u IXSTRGCTIO~. 

A. I--Iow do you 1nean green, mo
ther? 

:\I. The Bible, n1y dear, contains 
a reYelation from Goel : that is, it 
teaches us things ,Yhich ·we neYer 
could haye knmn1, if it had not pleased 
God himself to reYeal then1 to us. 
The blessed Goel, from time to time, 
inspired his sen-ants (that i , by his 
Holy Spirit put it into their minds,) 
to write do-n-n those great, and infi
nitely irnportant truths, for the in
struction of 111ankincl; and it is a 
n1ercy, for ,Yhich "\Ye neYer can be 
sufficiently thankful, that -n-e po cs 
the holy book, and that it giYe u 
cYcry necessary inforn1ation rc-,pect-
1ng Goel, and oursch-e - - our duty 
and our destination. 

You pron1i eel 111e, mother, that 
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·when I could make out the words 

easily, you -vvould let me read in the 

Bible to you. I do not mean, for the 

sake of learning to read; but when 

you arc at leisure, to talk to n1e about 

it, and explain it to me-on a Sunday 

evening, perhaps. When ·will you be

gin, 1nother ? 
11. The sooner the better, my dear; 

you arc old enough now, to have a 

connected Yie,v of the great truths 

reYealed in the Bible. You shall be

gin this cYcning to sit up half an hour 

after your little brother is gone to 

sleep ; and I ·will cndeaYour to assist 

you, in understanding the1n. 
. ~ 

A. And ,sill you let n1e do so 

eYery cYening, 1nother ? 

~I. Yes, 1ny clear, if I an1 ,Yell, and 

can pos ibly c01nn1ancl the tin1e to 
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attend to you, which I assure you, I 
shall reckon one of my first duties, 
and highest pleasures. 

\Vhat wonders round me are display' d 
vVhen nature meets my raptur' cl eye ; 

The lofty hill, the flo,Yery mead, 
The swelling flood, and spacious sky. 

Sun, moon, ancl stars, that gilcl the skies, 
The various tribes that people earth :

\Vhere is the Being, great and wise, 
That gave this Yast creation birth ? 

' Does he sustain our fleeting liYes ? 
Ancl cease they quite, when breath is o'er?'

Thus Reason asks,-but Reason striYcs 
In vain, the mystery to explore. 

Hail! Sacred gift of love cliYinc, 
The book that all our rl0nbts dispels ! 

Its beams with heaYen-born radiance shine, 
.\nd point to ·where our Maker chYclls. 
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It shews the path he bids us trace ; 
Re--veals to man his destiny, 

Redeeming lo--ve, and pardoning grace, 
Glory, and immortality. 

Grateful, I call the treasure mine, 
Oh may it guide my doubtful path 

Safe through this world of care and sin, 
And wake a hope that liYes in death! 

159 
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CHAPTER XII. 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTIOK. - PRIX-

CIPLES REDUCED TO PRACTI0E.

CONCLUSIO~. 

,VHE'N" e--vening can1e, and the baby 
1yas gone to bed, Anna was ready, 
,Yith her little Bible in her hand, to 
re1nind her n1othcr of her pr01u1sc. 
1-Ier n1other desired her to sit Yery 
still, and pay great attention, that she 
1night understand, and cleriy·c benefit 
fr01n what she 1Yas going to say to 
her. She then addressed her thus : 
"~Iy dear little girl, you have often 
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heard and read many parts of the 

Holy Scriptures, such as the delight

ful histories of Abraham and Isaac, 

and Joseph, and Elijah, and Daniel, 

in the Old Testament ; and of our 

blessed Saviour in the N e-w, about 

his healing the sick, giving sight to 

the blind, n1aking a fe,v loaves and 

fishes enough to serve 111any thousand 

people : about his taking little children 

up in his anns, and declaring how 

he loved the1n, and other such things. 

But you shall no,v begin to take a 

Yiew of the great leading truths, ,Yhich 

all that is ,Yritten, is designed to 

teach us. I will express, in as fe,v 

and as plain ,Yords as I can, the prin

cipal subject on ,Yhich ,vc are to seek 

instruction fron1 the Bible. I shall 

n1ention four, which I hope you will 
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endeavour to keep in mind; and then, 
when you 1:ead a passage in the Bible, 
you shall endeavour to find out for 
yourself, how it bears upon one or 
other of these great truths. 

The first is, that there is one true 
God., who made every thing that is 
made: and therefore every thing be
longs to him. He made us, and pre
serves us, and gives us every thing 
,ve have; therefore., ,ye ought always 
to love, serve., and obey him. 

The second great truth, which lVe 
are to learn fro111 the Bible is, that 
man (that is., all 1nankind) has sinned 
against God ; has not loYed and 
obeyed hin1., and therefore deserves 
his anger. 

The tlzird., that God has been pleased 
to send a SaYiour into the -n·orld., to 
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deliver man from the punishment de
served, and to obtain deliverance and 
salvation. 

The fourth is, that there is another 
life after this, and a day of judgment, 
when all mankind shall appear before 
God, and be judged, and have their 
portion for ever, according to what 
has been the course of their life in 
this world. 

Anna then read the first chapter of 
Genesis ; and she afterwards said to 
her mother, "I see very plainly, mo
ther, that this chapter is all about the 
first great truth you told 1ne of: 'that 
the great God made every thing that 
is made ; and that all belongs to hin1; 
and also, that God 1nade us, and gives 
us every thing we have ; and therefore 
we ought to love, and serve, and obey 
l . ' " 11111. 
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Her mother said, " Very ·well, my 
dear, keep this in 1nind; and remem
ber, that the very first chapter, indeed 
the very first Yerse in the Bible, has 
taught you n1ore than all the 1nost 
learned 1nen in the Yrorld could cYer 
have found out without it. K ow kneel 
do-n·n 1ny child; hu111bly thank the 
great God for giving you a being, and 
for teaching you to know his holy 
·will : and beg of hi1n, still to preserve 
you, and giyc you grace to loYe and 

l . " serye 11n1. 
Thus did this kind parent instruct 

her dear child, and cnclcaYOltr to train 
her up in the -n·ay she should go; 
and she had the happiness of seeing, 
that as she gre·w up, she did not de
part fr01n it. 

Anna -n·as a thoughtful and inquir
ing child; nnd her parents not onlv 
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; readily afforded her the infonnation 

1 she sought, but took care to teach I 

her, that knff\Yledge ·was to be sought 

and obtained for practical purposes. 

vYhencYer, therefore, she had gained 

er any new infonnation, or acquire111ent, 

they ,-rere on the watch for an oppor

tunity of directing the application of 

that kno,Ylcdge to the govern111ent of 

her o,Yn temper and conduct, and of 

pointing out son1e ,v,1.y, in ,Yhich the 

nc,Yly acquired art 111ight be employed 

for real benefit to herself or those 

around her. By these n1eans (or ra

ther by the blessing of Goel upon these 

111eans, for so her good parents ever 

ackno-wledgcd it,) .,\.nna, though as 

1iYely as any child of her age, was not 

as too niany arc, trifling, vain, and 

frittering. She knc,Y the Yalue of 

ti111c, the dignity of a reasonable heing, 
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and the honour and happiness of being 
usefully e1nployed. 

At an early age, if Anna was invited , 
out, instead of the n1ortifying re1nark 
being 1nade, 'As we are busy, it ,vill 
be a good thing to have her out of the 
·way,' the gratifying question was put, 
' As we are so busy, can she be 
spared?' and generally, the indulgent 
decision ,,·as forn1ed-' Oh, yes; Anna 
is so diligent and useful, that she de
serves pleasure : 1''e must contrive to 
spare her.' Innocent pleasure, honour
ably earned, is pleasure indeed. 

Anna retained her fondness for her 
dolls, to a later period than is usual 
with young persons ·who have not been 
taught to render even amusement 
rational and instructive. As she in1-
proved in needle-l'i·ork, she becan1e 
very expert and ingenious in n1aking 

t ' . , n 
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g.annents for her doll; and pieces of 
1nuslin, silk, or ribbon, ,;vhich if gi (ren 
to son1e children, would only have 
served to litter the house, afforded 
Anna real cntertain1nent, in convert
ing the1n, with neatness and taste, 
into bonnets, frocks, caps, &c. At 
the saine tin1e, Anna ,vas acquiring 
the disposition to put her increasing 
knowledge and ingenuity to 1nore ab
solutely useful purposes. If, an1ong 
the pieces she found any of a larger 
size than usual, she would say with 
delight, " I do think this is large 
enough to 1nake a cap for a real baby;" 
or, "These two 1night be joined to
gether and contriYed into a shirt for 
' 
poor neighbour such-an-one : " thus 
her inYention and her fingers "-ere 
pleasingly and profitably exercised: 
the best feeling of ber heart inclnlgcd, 
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and the comfort of her f ello,v -creattire~ 
promoted. 

On one occasion, a poor fainily in 
the neighbourhood ,vas in very great 
distress, o-,ving to sickness and losses. 
Anna vvished that it was in her pmver 
to do son1ething for their relief; she 
had but one shilling in her little purse, 
and that she readily resolYccl to giye 
them; but she feared it was too small 
a sum to be of n1uch service. So he 
set her -n-its to -n-ork to deYise some 
1nethod of increasing it. She first 
,vent to a neighbour, ,vho kept a linen
draper's shop, -n-here her parents "-ere 
in the habit of dealing, and asked the 
mistress of the shop, to vd1on1 she -n-as 
,vell kno"-n, if she_ ·would please to 
give her some ribbon-rollers, and a 
fe,-v fag ends of n1uslin, print, or any 
other article. This request was readi1y 
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~- I complied with. Anna received a nice 
bundle of pieces of various sorts, and 
besides son1e ribbon-rollers, several 
pieces of board on ·which stuffs and 
silks are rolled; she then ·with her 
shilling bought a sixpenny, twopenny, 
and t,,-o penny ,vax dolls, like the 

. 
';\ 

,. 

1 p 

one ,vhich was given her when quite a 
little girl, and ,vhich ,vas so speedily 
broken. Among the pieces given her, 
,verc son1e of green stuff, 'i'i-ith which 
she neatly covered five of her narrow 
ribbon-rollers, ,vhich, (as she obser-
ved,) ,vas intended to look like grass. 
Then she dressed the dolls in a sin1-
plc, yet tasty n1anner, and fixed each 
on one of her little grassy pedestals. 
,vhen con1pletc, she again ,vent over 
to her good friend the linen-draper, 
and asked her, if she ,vonld allo,v 
these dolls to be placed in her ,Yindow, 
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or on her counter, in hopes that 

s01ne of her custo1ners n1ight take a 

fancy to the1n, and buy the1n. The 

old lady \\-as n1uch pleased with Anna's 

ingenuity, and told her she "·ould 

buy then1 herself, as she ,vanted a 

present for her little granddaughters. 

Anna's utmost thought had been to 

regain her original shilling and add 

another to it, but the old lady said, 

she considered then1 richly "·orth £ye 

shillings ; t\Yo shillings for the largest, 

one for each of the next, and sixpence 

each for the sn1allest. Anna joyfu1ly 

and gratefully receiYecl this liberal 

re,-rard of her ingenious and liberal 

deYice, and soon afterwards accom

panied her 1nother on a Yisit to the 

afflicted fmnily, to ,-rhon1 her present 

afforded seasonable relief. The linen

draper ,Yas so kind also as to _ ho,,· the 
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dolls to son1e of her best custo1ners, 
,Yho very 1nuch ad1nired thein, and 
desired to know if the ingenious little 
girl ,Yould dress the1n a set. With 
her 1nother's pennission_, Anna ac
cepted these orders, and with the 
produce of her little labours formed 
a purse, frmn which she was enabled 
to relieve the wants of the destitute, 
and to assist in supporting a school 
for the instruction of poor children. 
In all this, she experienced a pleasure 
in besto,Ying the fruits of her own 
exertions, which cannot be felt by 
those children " -ho are n1erely en1-
ploycd to distribute the lavish boun
ties of their parents, but who know 
nothing of supplying the sources of 
generosity fron1 their own industry 
and self-denial. It is a pity that such 
children should be deceived by the 
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erroneous praises la--vished on then1 

for generosity. They ,Yould ,Yillingly 

have spent that n1oney on then1selyes, 

and it is no n1ore than justice to do 

for others as for oursel--ves. To deny 

ourselves that we n1ay benefit others, 

-this is generosity. 
By this time Anna ,Yas fourteen 

years old, her n1other had presented 

her with two little sisters and another 

brother, and as an assistant, both in 

the nursing, don1estic cares, and 

needle-work, Anna was fondly called 

her mother's right hand. I-Ier eldest 

brother was gone into a counting

house in LondonJ and her second, ( a 

baby ,:vhen ,ve were first introduced to 

her acquaintance,) no,v nine years 

old, was sent to boarding-school. On 

these occasions Anna was the neat 

,,,orkvvmnan to fit each out with new 
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sets of linen, and to take account of, 
and keep all neatly n1ended, when 
fr0111 ti1ne to time sent home for that 
purpose. vVhen her youngest bro
ther ,Yas but a fe-w vveeks old, her 
n1other "·as seized with a dangerous 
illness, "·hich confined her to her bed 
1nany "·eeks, and rendered her totally 
incapable of attending to her family. 
Then the Yalue of early good instruc
tion becan1e n1anifcst in Anna's con
duct. She becan1e the con1panion 
and c01nforter of her afflicted father, 
the tender nurse of her little brother, 
and the careful household n1anager. 
Smne old nurses in the neighbour
hood "·ere frightened to think of so 
young a person being entrusted w:th 
the care of an infant; but .Anna, by 
carefully attending to all her clear 
n1other's obscrYations and practices, 
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discharged her trust in such a way as 
fully proved her not unworthy of it. 

After weeks of distressing suspense, 
how delightful to Anna's affectionate 
heart was the :first intimation of her 
beloved parent's probable restoration 
to health! How gratifying the tender 
expression of fond approbation uttered 
by that parent on returning to her 
domestic charge, and finding ber babe 
thriving and healthy, her little girls 
pursuing their habits of order and i1n
prove1nent, under the direction of their 
sister, as they had been accusto111ed 
to do under her o,Yn; linen, dra-n·ers, 
and every other object of dmnestic 
care, all in their usual order, and the 
servants steadily engaged in their re
spective duties, and bearing ··willing 
testimony to the prudence and gentle
ness of their young superintendant. 
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On this occasion, Anna's father pre
sented her with an elegant little book
case, furnished with a choice and 
suitable collection of books in various 
departments of knowledge. 

Anna's extraordinary exertions and 
anxieties, however, proved to have 
been too great for her health. Soon 
after her 1nother's recovery, she be
ca1ne seriously ill; and her parents 
·were mutually filled with distressing 
anxiety in the prospect of losing such 
a child. Her illness, however, proved 
the means of evidencing, that true 
Christian principles lead to the exer
cise of the mild graces of patience and 
resignation, as --well as of cheerful ac
tiYity. Anna bore her suffering Virith
out a 1nunnur, and received v,rith cheer
ful and affectionate gratitude the ten
der attentions of surrounding friends. 
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Her bible was her constant con1pa
nion ; she expressed a hu1nble, yet 
supporting hope, that if called to bid 
an early fare-well to earth and all its 
scenes, she should, through the great 
Redeen1er's 1nerits, be achnitted to 
share the joys of the heaYenly state; 
and she "-ould endeaYour to console 
the anxieties of her afflicted parents 
by anticipating a happy n1eeting again 
in that brighter, better world. 

Ho-,veYer, it pleased God to restore 
this a111iable young Christian to her 
parents and to society. She is now 
herself the 1nother of an interesting 
fan1ily. She often rejoices, that she 
ca1ne to this important charge, not 
totally destitute of experience. Her 
mother's 1naxin1s., obser~:ations., and 
examples., are carefully treasured up, 
and brought into practice as occasion 
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requires for her o,vn children, who, it 
is to be hoped, ·will imitate her youth
ful cxa1nple, and repay her maternal 
cares. 

'Keath the domestic roof where truth presides, 
\Vhere reason dictates, and religion guides, 
\Vhence folly, passion, strife, and discord flee, 
\Vhere order dwells with peace and harmony; 
\Vhere loYe and duty hold united sway, 
Some mildly rule; some willingly obey; 
\\'here gentle firmness with affection blends, 
\\liere wisest means are used for noblest ends; 
\"\nere read \Yith reYerence is the sacred word, 
\\711erc sanctified the sabbath of the Lord ; 
\\There daily rise the heartfelt praise and prayer, 
Happy the youth whose favour'cl lot is there! 
Th' instruction that his opening reason seeks, 
From mother's lips, in mildest accents breaks: 
\Vith wisdom's lore the attentiYe mind she fills, 
And truth, like gentlest rain, or dew, distils, 
And guards the cherished germs of Yirtue fair, 
And nips the buds of vice with \Yatchfol care. 
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The pious father joins the work of loYe, 

Aids to instruct, encourage, or reprove; 

Their prayers united, call a blessing down, 

Approving HeaYen their labours deigns to crown; 

Grateful and pleased they Yie,Y their rising race, 

Like hopeful plants, their household circle grace ; 

Bear early fruits of piety and worth, 

That promise rich maturity on earth, 

In years of honour' d usefulness to come, 

Or scatter fragrance o'er an early tomb: 

rn1:--11:u llY J. ~I.I\', C,ll\,\Ul\ ~TRl:J:T, UO~ER. 
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