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He was overjoyed to iind that it fucked as riatm.t!ly 
as if it had really found a mother. The goat roo 
feemeri to receive pleafure from the efforts of th~ 
child, and fubmitted without oppofition todifchar ~e 
the duties of a nurfe. S:1 f· 1.5 . 
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ADVER'T[SEMENT. 

HE Hiflory of Little Jack, in .. 
ferted in the Ch-tldren's Mif

cellany, having met with univerfal 
approbation as a piece excellently 
calculated for tbe perufal of young 
children, the Publiiher, willing to 
diff ufe as extenfi. vel y as poffible the 
entertainment and inftrucl:ion to be 
derived from well-written works of 
this kind, judged that fuch a purpofe 

A 3 would 



6 ADVER TI SEMEN'i\,. 

would be moil fully accon1pli!l1c~ 
by his offering it to the public under 
i.ts prefent form. In this he had , 
alfo a view towards accon1modating 
a numerous clafs of readers whcfe 
~ircumfl:ances do ~ot permit them 
to become purchafers of expenfi ve 
publications. The commodious fize 
and reafonable price of the follow
ing little book, it is thought, \Vill 
completely anfwer thefe ends. And 
in order to amufe the imagination of 
the young reader at the fame time 
that his fentiments are improved, a 
Yery confiderable number of cuts 

fllitable 
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fuitable to the work, have been add

ed, for th€ purpofe of illuftrating, in 

the moft lively manner, the intereft

ing fituations in which the little 

Hero of the piece is reprefented. 

Upon the whole, it is hoped that 

the Hiftory of Little Jack will make 

a ref pectable addition to the library 

of the very young ftudent, and con .. 

tribute, in common with other per
forma'nces of the fame kind, towards 

the improvement of the rifing gene-. 
rat101Q . 

THF-





THE 

Hiftory of Little Jack. 

T HERE was once a poor lame 
old man that lived in the midft 

of a wide uncultivated 1noor, in the 
north of England. He_ had former
] y been a f oldier, and had almoCT: 
loft the ufe of one leg by a wound 
he had received in b~ttle, when he 
was fighting again!l: the enemies of 
his country. This poor man, when 
he found himfelf th us difabled, 

built 
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built a little hut of clay, which he 
covered with turf dug from the 
common. He ha.cl a little bit of 
ground, which he made a fhift to 
cultivate with his O\Vh hands, 'and 
which fupplied him with potatoes 
and vegetables. Befides this, he 
fomecimcs g:irned a few halfpence 
by opcn:ng a gate for travellers, 
which frood near his houfe. He 
did not indeed get much, becaufe 
few people p1ifed rhat wa}~· "\Vhat 
he earned \Tlas, however, enough 
o purchaL clothes, and the few ne

cdfaries he wanted. But though 
poor, he was {hiuly honcft, and 

1 never failed · night and 1norning co 
addrefs his prayers to God; by 

which 
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which means be w.1s ref peeled by 
all who knew him, tnuch more 
than many who were fuperior to hin1 
in rank and fortqne. This old man 
had one domcCT:ic. In his ·walks 
over the common, ne o·nc d'ly found 
a little kiJ that had loft its mother, 
arid \Vas almoft famif11ed with bun .. 
ger: he took it home to his cottage, 
fed it with the produce of his ga1 den, 
and nurfed it till it grev.: flrong and 
vigorous. Little Nan (for that was 
the name he gave it) returned his 
cares \Yith r-uuitudc. and became as ~ , 

much attached to him as a dog. 
All (by 111e brow!ed upon the her
b1ge that grew around his hut,. and 
a: night rtpo1ed upon the fame bed 

of 
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£haw with her mafl:er. Frequently 
.did £he divert him with her inno
,cent tricks and gambols. She 
would neflle her little head in his 
bofom, and eat out of his hand part 
of his fcanty allowance of bread; 
which he never failed to divide with 
his favourite. The old man often 
beheld her with filent joy, and, in 
the innocent effufions of his heart, 
would iift his har:ds to heaven, and 
thank the Deity, that, even in the 
n1iLlfl of poverty and diftrcfs, h~d 
raifed him ll p one faithful friend. 

One night, in the beginning of 
winter, the old man thought he 
heard the feeble cries and lamenta
tions of ~ ~hild. .1.\.s h~ was natu-

rally 

'J 
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r~11y charitable, he arofe and fl.ruck 
a light, and, _going out of his cottage, 
examined on every fide. It was not 
long before he difcerned an infa~t, 
which had probably been dropp~d 
by fome ftrolling beggar or gypfy. 
The old man Hood amazed at the 
fight, and knew not what to do~ 
HSh:ill I,''faidhe, "who find itfodiffi
cult to live at prefent, in~urpber my
felf with the care of an hel pl_tfs in
fant, that will not for rpaoy ye~us be 
capable of contributing to its own 
fubfiflence? And yet," added he, fofc
cning with pity,'' can I deny affifiance 
to an hum:in being ftill more mife
rable than myfelf ?-Will not that 
Providence which feeds the birds of 

n the 
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the wood and the beaCT:s of the field~ 

and which has promifed to blc[s all 

thofe that are kind and charrtable, 

affifr my feeble endeavours ?-Ac 
lea.fr, lee me give it food and lodg

ing for this n:ght; for without I re

ceive it into my cottage, the poor 

abandoned \Vretch mufl perifh with 

cold before the n1orning." Saying 

this, he took it up in bis arms, and, 

perceived it was a fine healthy boy, 

though co\·ered with rags ; the lit~ 

tle foundling too feemed to be fe:i~ 
fible of his kin<lnefs, and, fmiling in· 
his face, fl.retched out his liccle arm~ . 

as if.to embrace his benefacr.or. 

"\\;-hen he had brought it into his. 

hut, he began to be extremely ~m-. 

~J.rraffcJ 

I .. 

I 
\. 
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barrafi'ed how to procure it food : but 

looking at Nan, he recollected that 

£he had jnfl lo(l her kid~ and faw her 

udder d 1fl:ended with milk, he there

fore called her to him, and, pre

fencing the child to the tear, was 

ove1joyed to find that it fucked as 
naturally as if it had really found a 

mother. The goat too feerned to re .. 

ceive pleafore from the efforts of the 

child., and fubmitted without oppo-
fition to difchargc the duties of a 

nurfe. Contented \Vith th:s experi

ment; the old man wrapt the child 

up as warmly as he could, and 

firerchcd himfelf out to reft, \Vith the 

confcioufne1s of h1v ing doue an hu

mane action. Early the next rnorn-

:E 2 rng 
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ing he was awakened by the cries ot 
the child for food, which, with the 
affifl:ance of his faithful Nan, he 
f uckled as he had done the night 
before. And no\v the old man be
gan to feel an intereil in the child, 
which made him defer fomc time 
longer the taking meafures to be de
livered frG>m its care. "Who knows," 
{.aid he, "but Providence, \.V hicb has 
preferved this child in fo -..vondcrful 
a manner, may b:n·e deftined it to 
fomething equally w0nderful in its 
future life; and may blefs me as the 
humble agent ofits decrees? At lea.fr, 
as he grows bigger, he will be a 
pleaf ure and comfort to me, in this 
lonely cabin, and will affifl: in cutting 

turf 

p . 
la 
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turf for fuel, and cultivating the 
garden." From this time he became 
more and more attached to the little 
foundling; who, in a !hart time, 
learned to confider the old man as a 
parent, and delighted hin1 with its 
innocent careffes. Gentle Nanny 
too, the goat, fee1ned to adopt hin1 
with equal tcndernefs as her off
fpring: il1e would ftretch herfelf out 
~pon the.ground, while he crawled 
upon his hands and knees towards 
her; and when he had fatisfied his 
hunger by [urking, he would neftle 
bet\veen her legs and go to i1eep in 
her bofom. 

It \Vas wonderful to fee how this 
-hil<l, thus left to nature, increafed 

. 
B 3 1n 
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in CT:rength and vigour. Unfettered 

by bandages or refhaints, his limbs 
acquired their due proportions and 

form; his countenance was full and 

florid, and gave indications of per
fect health ; and, at an age when 

other children are fcarcely able to 
fupport themfelves with the aflift:ance 

of a nurfe, this little foundling could 

run alone. It was true that he fome
times failed in his attempts, and fell 

to the groood ; but the ground was 

foft, and Little Jack, for fo the old 

man called him, was not tender orde

licate; he never n1inded thumps or 

bruifes, but boldly fcrambled up 
again and purfued hii way. In a 

fhort timel Little Jack was complete-
ly 

'I 

m 



LITTLE JACK. 19 

Iy mafler of his legs ; and as the 
fummer carne on, he attended his 
mamma, the goat, upon the com
mon, and ufed to play with her for 
hours together;· fometimes rolling 
under her belly, now climbing upon 
her back, and friiking about as if he 
had been really a kid. As to bis 
clothing, Jack was not much in
cumbered with it; he had neither 
fhoes nor ftockings, nor iliirt ; but 
d1e ,veather was warm, and Jack felt 
himfelf fo much lighter for every 
kind of exercife. In a fhort time 
after this, Jack began to imitate the 

· founds of his papa the man, and his 
mamma the goat; nor was it long 
be.fore he learned to f oeak art1cu-• 

lately. 
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•!irely. Tbe old m.1n, delighted with 

:his firfl dawn of reafon, ufed to 

plac~ hirr. upon his knee, and con

·,crfe with him for hours together; 

while his pottage was flo\v!y boiling 

•. mid the embers of a turf fire. As 

be grew bigger, Jack became of 

confic.Jerable. ufe to his father; he 

could trdt him to look after the 

gate, an i open it during his abfcrrce: 

and, as to the cookery of the fa. 
mily, rt was not long before Jack 

was a com plere proficient, and could 

make broth almofr as well as his 

daddy him[df. During the winter 

u;ghts, the old man u[cd to enter

tain hin1 wich frories of what he 

had feen during his youth; the b..it~ 

3 tles 
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LITTLE JACK. 2! 
~!es and fieges he had been witnefs 
to, and the hardfhips he had under
gone: all this he related with fo 
much vivacity, that Jack was never 
ti~ed of liftening. But what de
lighted him beyond 1neafore was to 
fee daddy fhoulder his crutch, in.;. 
ftead of a muiket, and give the word 
of command. To the right-to the 
left-prefent-fire-march-halc
all this was familiar to Jack 1s ear as 
ioon as he could fpeak; and before 
ne was fix years old he poized and 
prefented a broom-flick, which his 
daddy gave him for that purpofe, 
with as good a grace as any foldier 
,:if his age in Europe. 

The old man too infrrucced hirn 
. 
1n 



in f:.,ch plaih 2i.r~d fi .1 I le rnorals and 

reFgiGn, ~s he w~s al;lc to expl.tin •. 

•' t{t-ver tt.ll an tF11nirh, Jack,'' C1id 

e\·en th')ugh you were to be 
i " ... 1e, 

:d.i :; ed alt ve , 

Jac:k held t1p his head, 111:irched 

acrofs the floor, and promitcd his 

dnddy th-at he ·;vould always tell tht: 

truth 

k, .. 

,. 
c· 
b 
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truth like a foldier. But the old 
n1an, as he was fomething of a fcho
lar, hJd a great ambition that his 
darl!ng {hould learn to read and 
'-\'rite; and this was a work of fome 

difficulty; for he had neither printed 

book, nor pens, nor paper, in his ca:
bin. Ind uitry, however, enables us 
to overcome difficLJlties; in the fum

n1er-tirne, as the o1d man fat befor~ 

his cottage, he would draw letters in 
the fand, and teach Jack to name 

ihem fingly, untrl he was acquainted 

·.vith the \1:bole al i)babet. He then 

proceeded to fyllablcs, and after that 

to words; all which his little pupil 
karned to pronounce with great fa
cility: ace, as he :.~1d a {lrong pr?; 
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penfity to imitate what he faw, be 
not only acquired-the power of read

ing words, but of tracing all the 

letters which compofed them, on 

the fand. 

About this time, the poor goat 
which had nurfed Jack fo faithfully, 
grew ill and died. He tended her 

with the greateCT: affeB:ion and afE

duity during her illnefs, brought her 

the frefheit herbs for food, ~nd would 
frequently fupport her head for hours 
together upon his little bofom. But 
it was all in vain ; he loG: his -poor 
mammy, as he ufed to call her, and 

was for fome time inconfolable; for 
Jack, though his knowledge was 
bounded, had an uncommon degree 

of 

t ., 

c: 
of 
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LIT:fLE JACK. ~s 
of gratitude and affection in his ten1-
per. He \Vas not able to talk a~ 

finely about love, tendernefs, aqd 

fenfibility, as many other little boys, 
ihat have enjoyed greater advantages 
of education; but he felt the real icy 
pf them in bis heart~ and thought i~ 
fo natural to love eyery thing that 
Joves us, that he never even fufpecled 
it was poffible to do other~vife. The 
poor goat was buried in the old n1an~~ 

garden, and thither Little Jack would 
often come and call upon his poor 
n1ammy Nan, and aik. her why fhe 
had left him? One day, as he \Vas 

~bus employed, a lady happened to 
~ome by in a carriage, and overheard 

l~im before te was aware. Jack ran 
. 

C lil 
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in an in8:ant to open the gate; but the 

lady flopped, and aiked him \Vhom he 

--~~~~-;~~ 

' 

was bemoaning fo pitifully, and call
ing upon. Jo.ck anCwered, that it 

.was Lis poor mammy, that \vas bn~ 
ried rn the ga1 den. The hdy 
thought it very odd to hear of fuch 
a burial~pb.ce, and therefore pro~ 

ceeded 

J:J 
"' 
(. 
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ceedcd to que8:ion him. " How 

did your mamma get her living?' ·' 

faid fhe. " She ufed to graze here 

upon the common all day longt 
faid Jack. The lady was Hill more 

aflonifhed ; but the old man came 

ouc of bis hut, and explained the 

whole affair to her, which fnrprifed 

her very much; for though this lady 

had feen a great deal of the world, 

a.ncl had read a variety of books, it 
had never once entered into her head 

that a child might ~/OW {hong and 

vigorous by fucking a goat, infl:ead 

of eating pap. She therefore looked 

at Jack with amazement, admired 

his brown but animated face, and 

prnifed his G13.pe and activity. "{vViti 
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you go with me, little boy ?" faid 
fhe, "and I will take care of you, if 
you behave well.''-'' No," faid 

Jack, "I mufl flay with daddy; he 
has taken care of me for many 
years> and now I mufl take care of 

him; otherwife I ihould like very 
well to go \Vith fuch a fweet, good

natured lady." The lady was not 
difpleafedwithJ ack's anf'tver,and put
ting her ban<l in her pocker,gave him 
balf a crown, to buy him ilioes and 

flockings, and purfoed her journey. 

Jack was not unacquainted with 

the ufc of money, as he had been of
ten fent to the next village to pur

chafe bread and necdfaries; but he 
was totally unacquainted with the 

uCe 

I 

n:. 
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ufe of fhoes and {lockings, which he 

had never worn in his life, or felt die 

want of. The next day, however, 

the old man bade him run to town) 

and lay ·his n1oney out as the lady 

had defir~d ; for he h~d too much 

honour to think of difobeying hei' 

commands, or f uffering it to Le ex-• 

pended for any other purpofe. It \Vas 

not long before Jack returned ; but 

the old man was much furprifed to fee 

him come back as bare as he \\ ent 

out. "Heigh,Jack!" faid he, "where 

are the ihoes and flockings which you 

were topurchafe ?''-"Daddy," an

fwered Jack, "I went to the ibop, 

and tried a pair for fport, but found 

them fo cumbetfon1e, that I Gould 

c 3 not 
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not walk, and I would not wear foch 
thing,5, even if the lady would give 
me another half-crown for doing it; 
fo I bid my money out ma warm 
jacket for you, becaufe the winter is 
coming on, and you feem to be n1ore 
afraid of the cold than formerly.'' 
Many fuch inftances of conduEt did 
Jack difplay; from which It was 
eaiy to perceive, that he had an ex
cellent foul and generous rem per. 
One failing, indeed, J1ck was lia
ble to: though a very good-natured 
boy, he was a little too ~;ea.Dus of his 
honour. His daddy had t:rnghc hirn 
the ufe of his b:wds and legs, and 
Jack had fuch dilpofitions for the art 
of boxinJs that he could beat every 

boy-
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boy in the neighbourhood, of his age 
and Gze. Even if thev were a head ., 
taller, it made no difference to Jack. 
provided they faid any thing to 
wound his hononr; for, otherwife he 
was the mofr mild, pacific creature 
in the world. One day, that he bad 
been fent to the vilbge> he returned 
with his eyes black, and his face 
fwelled to a fi ightful fize: it was 
even with dilliculry that he was able 
to walk at ali, fo fore was he with 
the pommelling he had received. 
" \Vhat have you been doing now, 
Jack?'~ faid the old man. "Only fight
ing with Dick the butcher.''-''Y ou 
rogue,'' faid the old man) "he is twice 
as big as you are, and the bctt fighter 

. 
1n 
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in all the country." --"What does that 

fignify ?''faidjack :- "he called you an 

old beggar-man, and then I druck 

him ; and I will {hike bi1n again 

whenever he calls you fo, even if be 

{hould beat me to pieces; for you 

know, daddy, that you are not a 

beggar-man, but a foldier." 

In this manner 1i ved Little Jack, 

until he was twelve years old : at 

this time his poor old d.1ddy fell fick, 

and became incapable of moving 

aLout. J.1ck did every tlung he 

could think of for the poor n1an; he 

made him broths, he fed him ,vich 

his own hands, he watched whole 

nights by his bed-fide, Cupporting his 

head) and-heJping him \v hen he wan f-
ed 
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ed to move. But it was all in vain ; 

his poor daddy grew daily worfe, 

and perceived it to be impoffible 

that he G1ould recover. He one day 
therefore called Little Jack to his 

bed-fide, and preffing his hand affec

tionately, told him that he was juft 

going to die. Little Jack budl into a. 

flood 
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t10od of te~rs at this information; but 

his daddy defired hi1n to compofe 

himfelf, and attend to the laft advice 

he f11ould be able to giv:,e him. " I 

have lived,'' faid the old man ,':a great 

m1ny years m poverty, but I do not 

know rhat I bave been worfe off than 

if I had been rich. I have! avoided 

perhaps many fa!.1lts, and many un

eafindfes> which I n1ould have incur

red had I been in another fituJtion; 

and though 1 have often wanted a 

meal and al ways fared bard, I have 

enjoyed as m·uch health and life as 
ufoally falls to the lot of my betters-. 

I am now going to die; I feel it ia 

every part ; the breath \vill [non be 

out of my body; then I 1ball6e pnt 
1:1 

i .. 

t, 
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in the ground, and the worms wi~l 
eat your poor old daddy." At this 
Jack renewed his tears and fobbings, 

for he was Lrn..able to rei1rai n them. 
But the old man faid, " Have pa
tience, n1y child ; though I rnould 

leave this world, as I have always 
been fhic1:l y honeft, and ende~T voured 

to do my duty, I do not doubt bt1t 
God will pity 1ne, and convey me 
to a better place, \.vhere I fhall be 
happier than I have e, er been here. 
This is what I have always taught 
you, and this belief gives me ·the 

greateG: comfort in my laCT: moments. 
'The only regret I feel, is for you, 
my deareG: child, whom I leave un

p~ovidcd fur. Bnt you are fhong 

and 
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and vigorous, and almo8: able to get 
your living. Asfoonas I am dead,you 
tnuft go to the next village, and in
form the people, that they n1ay come 
and bury me. You muG. then en
deavour to get into fervice, and work 
for your living; and, if you are 
flrictly honefl: and fober, I do not 
~oubt that you will find a livelihood, 
~nd that God, who is the common 
father of all, will protect and blefs 
you. Adieu, my child ; I grow 
fainter and fainter. Never forget 
your poor old daddy, nor the exam
ple he has fer you; but, in e\'ery firu
ation of life, difclurge your cicty, and 
~ive like a foldier, and a chrifl:ian." 
'\,Vhen the old ffi.'.l.D had \Vith ditn-

culty 
, . 

,J 
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culcy uttered thefc lalt in~ rrn.9:ions, 
his voice entirely failed him, his 

limbs grew cold and fliff, and in a 
few minutes he expirtd without a 
groan. Little J1ck., who hung cry
ing over his daddy, called upon hitn 
in vain, ir1 vain endeavoured to re
vive him. At length he pulled off 
his clothes, went into his dadd) ·s 

bed, and endeavoured for many 
hours to animate him \Vith the 
warmth of his own body; but find• 

ing all his endeaYotirs fruitltl.s, he 
concluded that he was indeed de~d; 
and therefore, wecpin 0 bitterly, be 
clrdl bimfrlf, and went to the vill.:; gc, 
as he had been ordered. 'The poor 

littl e boy was tbus lefr cntire1y de f'-
D utcte, 
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t1tute, and knew not what to do, but 
one of the farmers, who had been 
acquainted wii:h him before, offered 
to take him into his houf e, and give 

him his vict:ua]s, for a few months, 
till he could find a fervice. Jack 

thankfully accepted the offer, and 
ferved him faithfully for feveral 
months; during which time he 
learnt to milk, to drive the plough, 
and never refufed any kind of work 
he was able to perform. But, by ill 
luck, this good-natured farmer con-

. traded a fever, by overheating him
felf in the harveft, and died in the 
beginning of winter. H1s wife \Vas 
therefore obliged to di[cb:irge her 
fervants, and Jack was again turned 

Joofe 

hi 
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loofe upon the world, with only his 

cloches, and a !hilling in his pecker, 
which his kind mi(trefs had made 

him a prefent of. He was very 

forry for the lofs of his 1nafter; but 

he was now grown bigger and il:ron

ger, and thought he fhould eafily 

find em p1oyment. He therefore fet 

out upon his travels, walking all day, 

and inquiring at every farm-houfe 

for work. But in this attempt he was 

unfortun:.ite, for nobodychofeto em

ploy a [hanger; and though he liv

ed with the greatefl: economy, he 

foon found hirnfelf in a worfe fitua

rion than ever, without a farthing in 

his pocket, or a morfel of bread to 

eat. Jack however was not of a tern-

D Z uer 
I> 



40 THE HISTORY OF 

per to be ea.Gly earl: do1,vn; he w:1-lk
eJ refolutel y on all day, but tow~nJs 
evening 1,vas overtaken by a violent 
il:orm of rain, which wetted him to 

the ik.in before he could find a buQ1 

for ibelter. Now poor Jack began to 

think of bis old daddy, and the con1-

forts he had formerly enjoyed upon 

the common, \vhere he had always 

a roof to 01elter him, and a :f1ice of 
bread for [upper. But tears and la
mentations were vain; and there. 
fore, as foon as the 11:orm was over,. 
he pur[ued his journey, in hopes of 

fiuding fome barn or out-hou[e to 

creep irico for the ref1 of the night. 
"\V-hile he was tln~s wandering about, 
he finr at fome cliflance a great ligbr, 

which 
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which feemed to con1e from fome 

prodigious fire. Jack did not know 

what this could. be ; but in his pre

fent fituation, he thought a fire no 

difagreeable objecr, and therefore 

determined to approach it. When 

he came nearer, he faw a large 

building, which fee med to [ pout fire 

? . _.!: •. _;._ - ; . !·~\-·;iJ. 

~.:i:,"'-: ..,:. 1i1· f •! -~-J ~"·• •. , 
ll-r . .:,. ... 
~:-· .:i-':::, .rt.1 ·L 
~ .. , .. •·1•·· 
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and finoke at feveral openings, and 
heard an inceff.1.nt noiCe of blows, 
and the rattling of chains. Jack was 
at fin1: a little frightened, but fum
r,~1on10g all his courage, he crept 
cautiouily on to the building, and 
looking through a chink, difco\·ercd 
fever:11 men .1nd boys employed in 
blO\ving fires and hammering burn
inQ" ·.1affes of iron. This w.1s a ...,. 

veru "omfortahle fio·ht to him in his J b 

pi dent forlorn condition ; fo finding 
a door half cpen, be venrurcd in, 
and pbccd him!elf as near :is he cb
rcd to one of the flaming furnaces. 
It \,',lS not long before he was diico
yercd by one of the \Vork.men, \vho · 
::i. fkJ:c.l him. rou!Thlv, whJt bufinefa ; <..) .. 

he 

,. 
C 
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he had there? Jack an[ wered, with 

great humility, that he was a poor 

boy looking out for work ; that he had 

had no food all day, and was ,vet to 

the ik.in with the rain, which was 
evident enough fron1 the appearance 

of his clothes. By great good luck, 
the man he f poke to.was good-11atu

red, and therefore not only permit

ted him to ftay by the fire, but gave 

him fome broken victuals for his 

fupper. After this, he laid himfelf 

down in a corner, and fie pt without 

difturbance till morning. He was 

fcarcely awake the next day, when 

the mauer of the forge came in to 

overlook his men, who finding Jac!r 

and he;ir"ing his itory, beg1n to re-

proach 
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pronch him as a lazy vagabond, and 

aJked him why he did not work 

for his living. Jack affured him 

there was nothing he fo earneG:ly 

deGred, and that if he would pleafe 

to em ploy him, there was nothing 

that he would not do to earn a fub

fiftence. "\Vell, my boy,'' faid the 

n1after, cc if this is rrue, you iliall foon 

be tried; nobody need be idle here." 

So calling his foreman, he ordered 

him to fee th8.t lad to work, and pay 

him in proportion to his deterts. 

Jack now thought himfelf com

pletely happy, anll work cd with fo 

much ailiduity, rh:u he foon gained 

a comfortable Ii veli!10od, and ac ... 

quired the eflec,11 of his mailer. 
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But, unfortunately, he was a little 
too unreferved in his converfation, 
and commL1nicated the flory of his 
former life and education. This 
was great matter of diverfion to all 
the other boys of the forge; who 
whenever they were inclined to be 
merry, would call him Little Jack the 
beggar-boy, and imitate the baaing 
of a goat. This was too much for 
his irafcible temper, and he never 
failed to refent it; by which means 
he was engaged in continual quar
rels and combats, to the great dif. 
turbance of the houfe; fo that his 
mafler, though in other refpeB:s per
fectly fatisfied ,vith his behaviour, 

began 
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began to fear that he fhould at lait 
be obliged to difcharge him. 

It happened one day that a large 

company of gentlemen and ladies 
were introduced to fee the works. 

Th~ maCT:er attended them, an<l ex

plained, with great polirends, every 
part 

and 
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part of his n1anufact:ure. They 
viewed with aftoni!hment the dif .. 
ferent methods by which that ufeful 
and neceffary ore of iron is render
ed fit for human ufe. They exa ... 
mined the furnaces where it is melt
ed down, to diiengage it from the 
drofs, with which it is mixed in 
the bowels of the earth, and \vhence 
it runs down in liquid torrents like 
fire. They behe]d with equal plta• 
fure the prodigious hamme1 s which, 
moved by the force of water, mould 
it into maffy bars, for the fervice of 
man. ,vhile they were bufy in ex
amining thefe different procdfes, 
they were alarmed by a fudden noife 
cf difcord, which broke out on the 

other 



48 THE HISTORY OF 

other fide of the building; and the 

mafl:er inquiring into the caufe, was 

told, that it was only Little Jack who 

was fighting with Tom the Collier. 

At this, the mafl:er cried out, in a 

pailion, '( There 1s no peace to be 

cxpccred in the furnace, while that 
~ l . . , l • 

little rn.ica 1s e::mployed; ier:G 111:11 to 
me, 

,,, ... 

br 
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n1e, and I will inf1antly di[charge 

him." At this moment Jack ap~ 

peared, all covered with blood and 

dirt, and flood before his angry 

judge in a modeft but refolute)pof

ture. '' Is this the reward," faid his 

mafter, " you little audacious vaga

bond, for all my kindnefs? Can you 

never refrain a fingle inftant from 

broils and fighting ? But I am de

termined to bear it no longer : and 

therefore you {hail never, from this 

hour, do a fingle fhoke of ·work for 

me''.-" Sir," replied Jack, \\ ith 

great humility, but yet with firmnefs, 

H I am extremely forry to have dif

obliged you, nor h1Ye I ever done it 

willingly fince I have been here; 2nd 
. (" 
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if the other boys would only mind 
their bufinefs as well as I do, and 
not molefl: me, you would not have 
been offended now ; for I defy fhem 
all to fay, that fince I have been in 

the houfe I have ever given any one 

the leafl: provocation, or ever reft1fed,, 
to the utmofr of my fl:rength, to do 
whatever I have been ordered:'

" That's true in good faith," faid the 
foreman; "I mt.:ift do Little Jack the 
juflice to fay that there is not a more 
honefi:, fober, and indu(hious lad 
about the place-. Set him to what 
you will, he never fkulks, never 

grumbles, never flights his work; 
and if it were not for a little paffion 

and fighting, I don't believe there 

would 

.. 
I' 
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would be his fellow in E111gland."

.. • \V dl,"faid the maCT:er, a little n1ol

Iificci, " but what is the caufe of all 

this fudden dilturbance ?''-" Sir/' 

anfwered Jack, '' it is Tom that has 

been abufing me, and telling 1ne that 

my father was a beggar-man and my 
mother a nanny-goat; and, when I 

dcGred bitn to be quiet, he went 

baaint all about the houfe; and this 

f coulJ not bear, for as to my poor 

father,, he was :in honeCT: foldier, and 

if I did fL1ck a goat, i11e \Vls the 

beft creature in the world ; and I 

won't hear her abuftd while I have 

any fh ,t:ngth in my body." At this 

harangrne the whole audience were 

fcarccl)( able to refrain from laugh-

E 2 mg; 
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ing; and the maCT:er, with more com

pofure, told Jack to mind his buG

nefs, and c hreatencd the other bo1 s 

with puni!hment, if they di1h11 bed 

him. 

But a lady who \Vas in company 

feemed panicul:1.rly interefted about 

Little Jack, and when 01c had heard 

his fi:ory, faid, " This muf'c ce! ta in

ly be the little boy who opened a 

g::1te fevec;d years p:i.fl: for me upon 

Norcot n-Ionr. I remember being 

flruck w1th his appe:i.ranc~, and 

hearing him lament the lofs of the 

goat that nrnfed him. I was very 

much affected then with his hifl:ory; 

and fince he dcfe1Tes fo good a ckt

racterl if you Yrill part with him, I 
\\ ill 

' ... c 
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will inft1ntly take him into my fer
vice.'' The maf-l:er replied., that he 
lliould part with him with great fati(
faclion to f uch an excellent miftrefs; 
that indt!:ed the boy deferved all the 
commendations which had been giv

en; but fince the other lads had f uch 

an habit of p1agl1ing, and Jack was of 
io impatient a tern per, he def paired 
of ever com pofing their animofities. 
Jack wa.s then called, and informed 

of the lady's offer, which be inCT:ant
ly accepted with the greateCT: readi
nefs, and received im1nediate direc

tions to her houfe. 

Jack was now in a new fphcre of 

life. His face was wal11ed, his· hair 
combed, he was clothed afrelh, and 
appeared a very fmart active lad. 

E 3 His 
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I Jis bufinefs was, to help in the fta
ble, to water the bodes, to ciean 
fl1oes, to perform errands, :1nd to 
do all the jobs of the family; and . 
in the difcharge of thefe fervices, 
he foon gave univerfal fatisfafrion. 
He was indefatigable in domg \vhat 
he was ordered, never grumbled, or 

appe:ued out of temper, and feem
ed lo qmet and inoffenrive in b:s 
111anners, th:.it every body wondered 
how he had accuircd the cluraEt:cr of . 
berng q t1arre1 !ome. J n a 01ort time 
he became both the favourite and 
the drudge of the whole family; for 
fpeak but kindly to b im and call 
him a little foldier, and Jack. WJS 

ac every one's difpofal. This was 
Jack•s pJrticu-lar foible and va-

fe 
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nity, at his lei(ure hours he would 

divert himfelf by the hour together, 

in poizing a dung-fork, charging 
with a broom-ftick, and fianding 
femry at the fiable-door.. A not her 
propenfity of Jack's which now dif
covered itfelf, \.Vas 2.n immoderate 

love of bodes. The inClant he was 
introduced imo the flab le, he atracli
ed himfelf fo firocgly to the[e a111-

n1als, that you would h,r;e tak~o 

him for one of the fame f pecies, c:· 

at leaft a near reia~ion . J c1ck was 
never tired with rubbrng do-.vn at1d 

currying them ; the coadL11an bad 
fcircely any buGnc.:; but co fit ut··

on hi~ box; all tbe oper:nio11s of 

rhe ftable were entrutted to Little 
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jac1_(, nor \.,1a-s it e;,,·cT knov.1 n h~: ~e 
neglected afin~:lc particular. But \vi1at 
gave him more plcafore tlnn ~ll the 
reft, was fnmctimcs to accomp1n:,r 
his mifl:ref:- u ·:on :i little hor(e, wh ii: h 
he m1narre i 1

•
1: i r h infinite dexteri t ·.r. ~ 

J 

J:lck to0 d1fcovere<l a great diC-
poGtion for all the ufc:ful and mecha
nic arts. He had fet\·eJ an appren
ricefhi p already to the manufactory 
of iron, and of (bis he \Vas almofi as 
vain as being a foldier. As he be
gar. to extend his knowledge of the 
world, he iaw that norhing could be 
do~e without iron. " How would 
yo;.1 plough the ground,,, faid Jack; 
,: how v,ould you dig your garden; 
;.0·;-1 ·.vodd yo·1 "'Yen light a fire, 

dre!s 

it 
lilt 
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drefs a dinner, £hoe a horfe, or do 
the leafl:: thing in the world, if we 
workmen at the forge did not take 
the trouble of preraring it for you ?H 
Thus Jack would fometimes expa
tiate upon the dignity and importance 
of his own profeffion, to the great 

:.J-~:.: ~ 
. ---· 

~:c,. 
'1.;~~~~i 

'- L J,~-:..- ~:-~! 
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admiration of all the other [crvants. 
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Tlicfe ;J eas nri cural 1 y c-" ;',.,, J· -~c'~ .. (. .. '-• ... 6 1.-I ' - • '- _ f .. 

a o-re.1t dleem for the rrofeffi ou of :i 
0 . 

blackCmith, and in his occ1fi•)na i 

vifits to the forge with r!~c bodes, 

he lea:-nt to m:i.kc and fi x a L1oe as 

neatly as any arut1: in chc country. 

i'i or were J ::ick s rnlcnts co: '.inec.... 

;.O the manutac1:ory of iion; h t~, lo;~e 

of horfes was fo great, and his int·--

re!l in eve1y thing th~L rcbtc.d to 

them, th1t il was not long before 

he acquired a very competent know

ledge in the atr cf fadlery. 

Jack would alfo fometimes ob

fe1:ve the carpenters when they were 

ac work, an<l fomerimes by fle.;:.lt!1 

2.trempt the management of their 

:ools; in which be fucceeded a 
'\.Yell 

l 
• Va. 
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,veil as in every thing elfe; fo that 
l1e was looked upon by every body 
as a very active, ingenious boy. 

There was in the family where he 
now liYed a young gentleman, the 
nephew of his mifl:refs, who had loll: 
his parents, and was therefore 
brought up by his annt. As Maf
ter \\Fillets w3.s fomething younger 
than .Jack, ,md a very good-natured 
bo-r, he foon tK·r"an to take notice of J 0 

him, ari-1 be !~1uch di\·erted \,. 1th bis 
compar,y. Jack, indeed, was not 
trndeferving this attention ; for al
·ho~1gb he codd no~ boafl any grc1: 
a-:1Va!1tages of eduration, hisconrlu..:t 
•.vas en:ireiy free from all the v~ces 
to which fome of the lower dafs of 
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people are fubjecr. Jack was never 

heard to fwear, or exprefs himfrlf 

with any indecency. He was civil 
and refpecrf ul in his manners LO all 
his fuperiors, and uniformly good

natured to his equals. In refpefr 

to the animals entru/1:ed to his c,ire, 

be not only refrained from ufing 

them ill, but \Vas never tired with 

doing them good offices. Added 

to this, he was fober, temperate., 

hardy, aclive, and rngenrous, .1.nd 

defpifed a lie as mnch as any of his 

betters. Ma/1:er \Villets now began 

to be much pleafed with playing 

at cricket and trJ.p- ball with J :ick, 

who excelled at both thcfe games. 

lVLiR.er \Vi!lers bad a little horfe 
which 
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which Jack looked after; and, not 
contented with looking after him in 
the bePc manner, he ufed to ride 
him. at his leifure hours with fo 
much care and addrefs, that in a 
fhort time he made him the moft 
gentle and docile little animal in 
the country. Jack had acquired 

this knowledge, partly from his own 

experience, and partly from paying 
particular attention to an itinerant 
riding-mafl:er that had lately exhibit
ed various feats in that neighbour
hood. Jack attended him fo clofe

ly, and made fo good an ufe of his 

time., that he learned to imitate almoft 
every thing be faw, and ufed to di
vert the fervants and his young maf .. 

f tcr 
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ter with ac1ing the taylor's riding to 
Brentford. 

The young gentlem;in had a maf

ter who ufed to come three times a 

\veek to teach him 3ccounts, and 
writing, and geography. Jack ufed 
to be fornetimes in the room while 
he ldfvns \Vere gi Yen, and liflened, 

<}ccord-
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according to cuflom, with fo much 
attention to all that p.:dled, that he 
received very conuderable advan
tage for his own improvement. I-Ie 
had now a little money, and he laid 
fome of it out to purchafe pens and 
paper and a ilate, with \vhich at: 
night he ufed to imi:ate every thing 
he had heard and feen in the day ; 
and his little n1afier, who bego.n 
to love him very fi nee rely, when 
he faw him fo defirous of improve
n1ent, contrived, under one prete_nce 
or another, to have him generally 
in the room wbile he ,vas receiving 
inilrucl ion himfelf. 

In this 1nanner Jack ,vent on for 
fomc years, leading a life very-

F 2 



I 

64 THE HISTORY OF 

agreeable to himfelf, and difcharg

ing his duty very much to the fatif

faclion of his mifl:refs. An unluc

ky accident at length happened to 

interrupt his tranquillity. A young 

gentleman came down to vifit Maf

ter Willets, who having been edu

cated in France, and among genteel 

people in London, had a very great 

taCT:e for finery, and a f upreme con

tempt for all the vulgar. His drefs 

too was a little particular as well as 

his manners; for he fpent half his time 

in adjufling his head, wore a large 

black bJg tied to bis hair behind, 

and wonld fometimes {hut about for 

half an hour together with his hat 

under his arm, and a little fword by 
his 
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his fide. This young man had a 

fupreme contempt for all the vul
gar, ,.vhich he did not attempt ~o 
conceal; and \vhen he hnd heard 
the 11ory of Jack's birth and edi.:ca
tion, be could fcarcely bear to be ;n 
the fame room with him. Jack 
foon perceived the aver!ion which 

F 3 the 
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the {hanger entertained for him, anci 
at firfr endeavoured to remove it, 

by every civility in his power; but 

when he found that he gained no

thing by all his humility, his temper, 

naturally haughty, took fire, and, as 

far as he dared, he plainly fhowed all 
the refentnient he felr. 

It happened one day, after Jack 
had received fome very mortifying 
ufage from this young gentleman, 
that, as he was walking along the 

road, he met with a (how-man who 

was returni11g fr01n a neighbour
ing fair \vith fame wild beafl:s in 
a cart. Amongit the refr was a 

n1iddle-fizoo monkey, who was 

not under cover like the reit, and 
2 played 
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piayed fo many antic tricks, and 
n1ade fo many grimaces, ·ts en
gaged all Jack's attention, and de
lighted him very much; for he al
ways had a propenGty or every f pe
cies of drollery. After a variety of 
qucfi:ions and converfation, the 
fhow-man, who probably wanted to 
be rid of his monkey, propofed to 
Jack to purchafe him for half a 
crown. Jack could not refifi: the 
tern ptation of being mafi:er of fuch a 
droll diverting animal, and therefore 
agreed to the bargain. But when he 
was left alone with his purcha(e, 
whom he led along by a cb~in, he 
foon began to repent his hafi:e, and 
kn ew not how to <lifpofe of himo 

As 
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As there was, however, no re

medy, Jack brought him careful ly 

home, and confined him fo.fe in an 

out-hou[e which was not applied to 

any ufe. In this fituation he kept 

him fcveral days, without accident, 

and frequently vifited him at bis lei

f ure hours, with apples, nuts, and 

fuch other prefents as he could pro

cure. Among the other tricks which 

the monkey had been taught to 

perform, he would rife upon his 

hind-legs at the word of command, 

and bow with the greateCT: politenefs 

to the company. Jack, who had 

found out thcfe accomplifbmer1ts in 

his friend, could not refill the im

pulfe of m~king them fubfervient 
to 
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to his refentment. I-Ie therefore, one 

day, procured fome flour, with 
which he powdered his monkey's 
head, fixed a large paper bag to his 
neck, put an old hat under his arm, 
and tied a large iron fkewer to his 
fide, infl:ead of a fword; and thus 

accoutred led him about with infi-
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nire fatisfadion, calling him iv!cn

fieur, and jabbering fuch broken 

French as he had picked up from 

the convtrfarion of the vifiror. It 

happened very unluckily at this 

ve1 y infl:anr, that the young gentle

man bimfelf paifed by, and infrantly 

faw, at one glance, the intended co
py of him[elf, and :ill the malice of 

Little Jack, \~ho \Vas leading him 

along, and ca1ling to him to hold up 

bis h~d and look like a pei-fon of 

fa01ion. R:ige rnitantly took pof

feffion of his mind, and, drawing 

his fwonJ, which he h::ippened to 

lu \·eon, he run the poor monkey 

thro1.1gh with a fudclcn thruft, and 

laid hi1n dead upon the ground. 
\Vhat 
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,vhac more be might have done, is 
uncertain; for Jack, who was not of 
a temper to fee calmly fuch an out
rage committed npon an a.nim,tl 
\\·horn he confidered as his friend, 
(}ew upon him like a fury, and, 
wrelbng the fword out of bis hand, 
broke it into twenty pieces. The 

young 
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young gentleman himfelf recei·ved •a 

fall jn the fcuffie., which, though it 

did him no marerial damage, daub

ed all his clothes., and totally f poi led 

the whole arrangement of his clrefs. 

At this infl:.:i.nt the lady herfelf, who 

had heard the noife., came down, and 

the violence of poor Jack was too 

apparent to be excufed, Jack, in

deed., was fubmiffive to his miftrefs, 

\Vhom he was very forry to have of

fended; but when he was ordered to 

1nake conceilions to the young gen

tleman, as the only condnions upon 

which he could be kept in the fami

ly, he abfolutely refufecl. He own

ed, indeed, that he was much ro 

blame for rcfrnting the provocat;ons 
he 
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he had received, and endea\·ouring 

to make his rniflrefs's companv ridi

culous ; but as to what he had done 
· in defence of his friend the monkey, 

there were no poffible arguments 
which could convince him he was in 

the leaft to blame; nor would he 

have made f ubmiilions to the king 
him[elf. This unfortLmate ob(bna

cy of Jack's was the occafion of his 

being d1fL harged, very much to the 

regret of the lady herfelf, and flill 
more to that of Marter \Villets. 

Jack therefore packed up his clothes 
in a little bundle, fhook all his fel
low-fervants by the hand, took an 

1ffeB:ion1te leave of his kind mafl:er, 

G and 
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and once more fallied out upon his 

tra \·els. 

I-le l1J.d not walktd far before he 

c1me to a tO'-\ n, \\' here a p::11 ty of 

foldiers were beating up for volun

teers. Jack mingled with the crowd 

that f urrounded the recruiting fcr-

gcant, 

,. 

E 

r. 
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geant, and liflened with g··eat p1ea

fnre to the found of the fifes and 

drums; nor could he ·help mecha

nically holding up his bead, and 

fiepping forward with an air that 

fi1owed the trade was not enti1 el y 

new to him. The fergeant foon took 

_ &~-::~,.. il],;mn, 
., 1':~~::fu.il11' ,... ~ .1~,. _ . . .~11\fll f 

~-. "'-.,,,,.~ .• .;•...., ~L-• \1 \ ·•111.1· 
:-••J." .,.,.., ... < - -... l~i: ~.- . I thi i : 

notice of the[ e geftures, and feeing 

c 2 hin1 
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him a !hong likely lad, came up to 
him, clapped him upon the back, 
and afk.ed him if he would enli{t 
"You area brave boy ,''faid he," L.an 
fee it in your looks-Come along 
wirh us, and I don't doubt in a fe\V 

wee ks you '11 be as comp lere a fol
d i·er as thofe \vho have been in the 
army for years.'' Jack made no an
fwer to this, but by inftantly poizing 
bis flick, cocking his hat fiercely, 
and going rhrough the whole ma
nual exerci[e.-" Prodigious, in
deed!'' cried the fergeant; "I fee you 
have been in the army already, and 
can e:it fire as well as any of us. But 
come with us, my brave lad; you 
{hall live well, have little to do, but 

now 

0' 

0 
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BOW and then fight for your King 
and country, as every gent1emau 
ought; and in a QJort time, I don't 
doubt but I 01all fee you a captain, 

or fome great man, rolling in wealth, 
which you ha,·e got out of the fpoils 
of your enemies."-" No,'' faidJ ack: 
" captain ! that \,·ill never do-no 
tricks upon travellers-I know better 
what I have to expect if I enliG.-I 
111ui1 lie hard, live hard, expofe my 
life and limbs every bonr of the day, 
and be foundly cudgelled every now 
and then intotbe bargain."--"Oons'" 
cried the fergeant, " where did the 

young dog pick up all this He 
is enough to make a whole compa-

G 3 ny 
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ny defert.''-"No," fai<lJack, "they ,, .. 
fhall never defert through me; for 

though I know this, as I am at pre-

fent out of employment, and have a 

gre:.1.t ref pec::1 for the character of a 

gentleman foldier, I will enlift di-

A 
reB:ly in your regiment."--" A brave 

fellow, indeed,'' faicJ the fergeant; 

"here, my boy, here is your money 

and your cockade,'' both \v hich he 

di,ecrly prefentecl,' for frar his re-

cruit fhould change his mind ; and 

thus in a moment Little Jack be- l, ..• 
came a foldicr. ., ~., 

He haJ fcarce!y time- to fee] him- " '• ., 

felf eafy in his new actomrements, e, 

before he was embarked for India It· . 
m d 
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in the character of a marine. This 

_. - -- ~. - · - .. -. ·- - . --:-a 

=-·--- -- --:,- _::_- -=----·- , ·-

kind of life was enti rely new to 

Jack; however, his nfoal activity 
and f piric of obfervacion did not dc

fert him here, anc.l he had not been 

embarked many weeks, before he 

was perfeclly acquainted with ~11 the 

duty of a fail or, an--1 in lhat ref pect 

equ4l 
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equal to mofl: on board. It hap 0 

pened that the fhi p in which he fail- · 
ed, touched at the Cormo Iflands, in 
order to take in wood and water; 
the(e are fome little iflands near the 
coa(l: of Africa, inhabited by blacks. 
J" ack often went on fl1ore with th~ 
officers, attendi~g them on their 
!hooting parties to carry their powder 
and fhot, and the g\trne they killed. 
All this country confill:s of very 
lofty . hills, covered with trees and 
fl1rubs of various kinds, which ne
ver lofe their leaves, from the per 0 

petual warmth of the climate. 
Through thefe it is frequently dif
ficu1t to force a v✓ ay, and the hills 
lhcm:cl res ~bound in precipices. 

It 
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!t happened that one of the officer1 
whom Jack was attending upon a 
fhooting party took ain1 at {ome 

great bird and brought it down ; 

but as it fell into a deep valley, over 
fome rocks which it was impoffible 
to defcend, they def paired of gain

ing their prey. Jack immed iarel y, 
with officious baG:e, fet off and ran 
down the more levd fide of the hill, 
thinking to make a circuit and reach 
the valley into which the bird had 
fallen. He fet off, therefore ; but as 
he was totally ignorant of the coun

try, he, in a iliort time, buried him. 

felf fo deep in the wood, which grew 
continually thicker, that he knew 
not which \vay to proceed. I-le 

tlu:n 
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then thought it moft prudent to re ... 

turn; but this he found as diffrcult 

to effecl: as the other. He there

fore wandered about the woods with 

inconceivable difficulty all day, but 

could never find .bis company, nor 

even reach the fhore, or obtain the 

prof peB: of tbe fca. At length the 

night approached ; and Jack, who 

perceived it to be im poffible to do 

that in the dark which he had not 

been able to effecr in the light, lay 

dow!:} under a rock, and compofed 

him[elf to reCT:, as well as he was 

able. The next day he rofe with the 

light,and once more attempted tore

gain the 01ore. But unfortunately he 

had total! y loft all idea of the di-
rection 

, .. 
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reaion he ought to purfoc, and faw 
nothing around him but the dif mal 
prof pelt of woods and hills and 
preci picts, without a guide or path. 
Jack now began to be very hungry; 
but a-s he had a fowling-piece with 
him, and powder and fhot, he foon 
procmed himfelf a dinner; and 
kindling a fire with fome dry leaves 

and 

-
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and flicks, he roafleJ his game upon 

the embers, and dined as comfort

ably as he could be expected to do 

in fo forlorn a fituation. Finding 

l1tm1elf much refrel11ed, he purfued 

his j, iurney, but \Vith as little fuccefs 

as e\·er. On the third day he in .. 

deed came iil fight of the (ca, but 

found that he was quite on a differ

eot ficle of the ifland from that where 

he h2d left the !hip, and that ne ither 

illlp nor boat was to be feen. Jack 

now loft all hopes of rejoinjng his 

comrades, fc,r he knew the (hip \Vas 

to fail at fartheft upon the third day, 

and 1..vould not \.Vait for him. He 

therefore fat down very ptnfi \·tly 

upon a rock, and call: his eyes upon 

~e vaft extent of ocean which was 
ftrctche~ 

r 
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firetched out btfore him. He found 
hirnfelf n_ow abandoned upon a 
firange country, without a fingle 
friend, acquaintance, or even any 
one wbo f poke the fame language. 
He at fii fl thought of fee king out 
the nari-ves, and making known to 
them bis deplorable CT:ate; but he 
began to feat tbe reception he might 
n1eet with among then1. 1 ney 
might not be pleafed, he thought, 
with his cornpany, and might take 
the libtrty of treating him as rhe 
white men generally treat the bhcks 
when ttcy get them into cbei,.. Pvffef
fi nn ; that is, make him work hard 
,\ nh very little victuals, and knock 
him on the head if he attempted 

H to 



86 THE HISTORY OF 

to run_away. '' And therefore," fays 

Jack, as he was meditating all alone, 

" it may, perhaps, be better for me 

to flay quiet where I am. It is true 

indeed, I i11all not have much 

company to talk to, but then I fnall 

have nobody to quarrel with me, or 

baa, or laugh at my poor daddy and 

R1ammy. N eitht-r do I at pi·efcnt 

fee how I C.12..ll get a livelihood, 

when my powder and !hot are 

all expended ; but however I 

{hall hardly Le !larved, for I fa.w 

fcvernl kinds of fruit m the 

woods, and fome roots which look 

very much like carrots. As to 

clothes, wben mine wear out, I 01.lll 

not n1L1cb \.\'~nt new ones ; for rhe 
wea,hcr 
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weather is charmingly warm; and 
therefore, all things confidered, I 
don't fee why I (hould not be as hap
py here as in any other pbce."
When Jack had fini(hed his fpeech 
he fet bimfelf to finding a lodging 
for the night. He had not exarni
ned far before he found a dry cavern 
ju a rock, which he thought would 
prove a Yery comfortable refidence. 
I-{e therefore went to work with an 
l..atchet he had w~th him, and cut 
fame boughs of trees, which he 
fpread upon the floor, anu over thofe 
a long filky kind of gr~fs, which he 
found in plenty near the place, to 
make himfelf .:1 bed. · His next care 
,

11as, hoN to fecure him[elf in cafe of 
H 2 any 
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any attack; for he did not know 

whether the iiland contained aoy 

wild beafl:s or not. He therefore 

cut down feveral branches of t1 ees, 

and wove them into a kind of wic

ker-work, as he bad feen the men 

do hurdles \vhen he lived \Vith the 

farmer: with this contrivance he 

fou~d he could Yery fecurel y lnrri

Clde the entrance of his cave. And 

now, as thl:' e,·ening was ag·a in ap

proaching, he began to feel himfdf 

hungry, 2.nd fet.king alon_?; the fea

fhore, he fo•rnd fo:ne iliell-fifh, 

which fopplied lu:n wirh a plcmiful 

meal. Tlie next day J 1ck arofc, a 

lntle mebnchol y inde~d , but v,:ich a 

refolution to itn.gglc manfully with 
the 
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the difficulties of his fituation. He 
walked into the woods, and faw fe .. 
veral kinds of fruit and berries, 
fame of which he ventured to eat, 
as the birds had pecked them, and 
found the tal.1:e agreeable. He al(o 
dug up feveral f pecies of roots, but 
feared to taCT:e them, 1ei1: they fhot1ld 
be poifonous. At length, he felecl:ecl 
one th:it very 1nuch refcmbled a 
potatoe, and determined to roafr it 
in the embers, and taile a very 
fmall bit. "It can hardly," thought 
Jack, "do n1e n1uch hurt, info very 
fmali ~ quantity; and if that agrees 
with me I will increafc the do1e.'' 
1'he root was fonun~1te1y cxtrc~nely 
wholefome and nutnt1vc, fo that 

H " :, Tack .) 
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Jack was in a very {hort time tolera

bly fecure againfl the danger of wJ.nt

ing foad. In this manner did Jack 

lead a kind of favage, but tolerably 

contented life, for feveral months; 

during which rime he enjoyed per

feB: health, and was neYer difcovcr

ed by any of the natives. He ufed 

feveral times a day to vifit the fhore, 

in hopes that fome CT1ip might pafs 

that way, and deliver him from b:s 

folitary imprifonment. This, at 

length, happe :1ed, by the boai: of au 

E ndi(h fhip. that w~s failing: to In-o , .__, 

dia, bJppening to touch upon the 

coaft: Jack int1.antlyirtiled the crev,r; 

and the officer, upon be3.ring tbe 

flory, agreed to receive him; the 

captain 
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capram too, when lie found that 

]3.ck was by no means a contempt

ible faildr, ve1 y 1,villingly gave him 
his paffag,e, and prom.fed him a ;ra

tui ry beGdes if he heh tved w~ 1. 
Jack arri\·ed in India\\ 1thout any 

accident, :ind rel 1ting h;s lt.ory, was 

permitted co 1erv(; in another regi. 

n1ent, 
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ment, as his own was no longer there. 

He foon diftinguifheci bim!elf by his 

courage and goo.J behaviour on fe

ver.i.l occafions, ~nd hefore long was 

advanced to the rank of a fergeant. 

ln this capacity, he was ordered out 

t1pon an expedition into the re·note 

pans of the coun·ry. The little ar

my in which he frrved no v m· rc~

ed on (or ic\·e:·al weeks, through a 

burning climate, and in w.'.u1t of all 

the nccdfaries of life. At length 

they entered upon forne extenfi ve 

pbins, which bordered upon the ce

lebrated coL~r,tr: of the Tart,..rs. J.icir 

was perfectly wdl acquainted with 

the hiflory of tb:s people, and their 

method of fighting. He knew them 
t•) 

i" 
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to be f ome of th<'l bell horfemen in the 

wurkl ; indefatigable in their at

tacks; thou~h often rcpnlfcd, return

ing to the charge; and not to be in

\'aded \Vith irupunity. Ile t!-:erefore 

took the liberty of obferviog to 

forne of the officers, tha.t nothing 

could be more dangerons than their 

rafhly enga~ing tht T1frlves in thofe 

extenfive pla:.is, ,\.here they were 

every moment expofed to t\ 1e at

tacks of ca val ··y, wi 1 bout any fuc

cefsfol met b•.Jll or defence, or pbce 
of reueat, in cafe of any misfortune. 

Thefe remonfhances were not much 

a tended to, anJ. after a few hours 

farther march, they were alarmed 

by the approad1 of a c.onGdcrable 
boJy 
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body of Ta1·tar horfemen. They 

-=-= ~~~✓- ---- ·-·-t; ; 
~-- --- .::,. :,,,.-~ .... 
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however clr..:w up wirh all the order 

they were able, and firing fevcral 

fucceffi\·e vollies, endeavoured to 

keep the enemy at a difbnce. But 

the Tartars had no deGgn of doing 

that with a confiderable lofs, which 

they were fure of doing with eafe and 

fafety. 
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fafcty. InG:ead therefore of charging 

the Europeans, they contented them

ftlves with giving continual alarms, 

and menacing them on every fide, 

withont expofing them[eh·es to any 

confickrable danger. The army 

now attempted to retre:u, hoping 

that they {hould be able to arrive 

at the neighbouring mountains, 

where they would be fafe from the 

incurfions of the horfe. But in this 

attempt they were equa1iy difap

pomted ; for another confiderable 

body of enemies appe1red on that 

fide, and blocked t~1c-~r pa1fage. 

The Eurc.,pe3.ns t10\'(,' found they were 

furrounded on all fi.des, and that. 

reGG:ance was vain. The com-
manding 



96 THE HISTORY OF 

n1anding officer therefore judged 
it expeditnt to try what could t-e 
effecrecl by negotiati'rn, and fenr 
ont; of his officers, who underft:ood 

fomething of the Tar·rar lar-iguage, 
to treat with the general of the ene

n11es. The Tarrar chief received 
the Europeans wi.h great civility, 
~nd after having gently reproached 
them with thtir ambition, in com
ing fo far to invade a people who 
had never injured them, he confent
ed upon very moderate conditions 
to their enlargement. But he in
fi11.ed· upon having their arms deli
vered up, except a very few which 
he permitted them to keep for de
f~nce in their return, and upon re-

tarnmg , 
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tammg a certain number of Euro

peans as hofl:ages fort he performance 

of the Hipulated anicles. Among 

thofe who were thus left wirh tae 

1'artars J 1c k happened to be inclu

ded; and wbile all 1he relt feemed 

inc,)nfolable at heing thus made 

prifi1ners by a barbarous nation, he 
alone, accu(lomcd to all the viciffi

tudes of life, retained hts cheerful

ne!s, and prepared to meet ever} re

verie of fortune wnh his ufual firm

nefs. 

The Tartars, among whom Jack 

was now to refide, conCT:iture fevtral 
different tribes or nations which in 

habit an immenfe exrent of country 

poth in Europe and Afia. Their 

J ,oun~ 
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country is in general open and uncul 4 

tivated, \\ itbout cities or towns, fuch 

as we fee in England. The inha

bitants themfel ves are a bold and 

h:-irdy race of men) that live in [mall 

tents, and change their place of 

abode with the different feafons of 

the year. All their property confifls 

in herds of cattle, which they drive 

along with tbcm from place to place, 

and upon whofe milk and :fleQ1 they 

fubfifr. Tbey arc particularly fond 

of borfes, of which they hive a fn1all 

but excellent breed, hardy and in

defatigable for the purpofes of war; 

and they excel in the management 

of them, beyond what it is eafy to 

conceive. I mmenfe herds of thcfe 
animals 
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animals wander loofe about the de~ 
ferts, but marked with the particular 
n1ark of the perf on or tribe to 

which they belong. When they 
want any of thefe animals for ufe, a 

certain number of their young n1e11 
jump upon their horfes with nothing 
but an halter to guide them, each 
carrying in his hand a pole with a 

noofe of cord at the end. vVhen 
they ,come in fight of the herd, they 
purf ue the horfe they wi(h to take at 
full f peed, come up with him inf pire 
of his fwi.ftnefs, and never fail to 
throw the noofe about bis neck as he 
runs. They are frequently known 
to jump upon young borfrs that have 
paifed their whole life in the deferr, 

1 2 
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and, with on! y a girth around the ani -~ 

mal's bo.ly to hold by, maintam their 

feat, in (pite of all his violent exer .. 

tions, until th~y have wearied him 

out and reduced him to perfect obe

di~·nce. Such was the nation with 

whom the lot of Jack was now to 

reilcle, nor was he long before he had 

an opportunity of fhowing his ta ... 

lents. 

It happened that a favourite horfe 

of the chief was taken with a violent 

fever> and teemed to ht.: in imme

diate danger of ckatb. The Kan, for 

fo be is called among the Tartars, 

feeing hts horfe grow hourly \Vorfe, 

at length applied to the Europeans 

to know if they could fuggeft any 
thing 
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tbing for his recovery. Ail the of

ficers were profoundly ignorant of 

farricry; bnt \\'hen the .1 pplication 

was n1ade to Jack, he defired to fee 

the horfe, and with great gravity be

gan to feel his pulfe, by pairing his 
hand within the animal's fore

leg; which gave the Tartars a very 
. ---- ·- ~ -
~~=~~ .- _. 
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high idea of his ingenuity. Find. 

in~ rhe animal was in a high fever, 

he propofed to the Kan w let him 

blood, which he had learned to do 

very dexreroufly in England. He 

obtained permit'i:on to do as be pleaf

ed, and having by great good luck 

a lancet with him, he let him blood 

very dexteroufly in the neck. After 

th~s operation he covered him up, 

anJ. gave him a warm potion 

rnarle out of fuch ingredients as he 

coulJ procure upon the fpot, and 

left him quiet. In a few hours the 

horfe began to mend, and, to the 

great joy of the Kan, perfectly reco

vered in a few days. This cure! fo 

opportunely performed, rai[ed the 
repu• 
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reputation of J a'"'k L, high, that eve
ry body came to confult him about 
their horfes, and in a fhort time he 
was the univerfal farrier of the tribe. 
The Kan himfelf conceived [o great 
an affecrion for him, that he gavebirn 

an excellent horfe to ride upon and 
attend him in his huriting-parties; 

.~---=~.::~-. ·_·. 
~-~ 

·---~-~...:.:.:-=-- --

~.~ 
~!:'(,. "1 <di:Jl . . 

~::~i. 
, }=.\j:E' 
r)i 

_2":- -~:e--.----- ---- --.---,~~ .,,..,.,~~~:~~::;.;,::;, --~· 
·- · -· --·· - :,ot~~~--•• ,· 

;;e,. ,. -"'~ ~--- . ~ ~- ! ~~~ 

and 



104 'THE HISTO,RY OF 

and Jack, who excelled in the art 

horfemanfhip, managed him fo well 

as to gain the efteem of the \Vhole 

nat10n. 

The Tartars, though they are 

excellent horfemen, have no idea of 

managing their horfes, unlefs by vi

olence: but Jack in a fhort time, 

by continual CJ.re and attention, 

ma.de his horfe fo docile and obedient 

to every motion of his hand and leg, 

that the Tartars thcmfelves would 

gaze upon him with admiration, and 

allow themfe1 ves to be outdone. 

-.;ot cont~nted with this, he procu

red fome iron, and rnnde his horfe 

ihoes in th~ European taflc: diis al

;'J \Vas 1natter of a11oniilicJcnt to all 
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the Tartars, who are accufromed to 
ride their horfes unfhod. He next 
obferved that the Tartar faddles are 

all prodigioufly large and cumber
fome, raifing the horfaman up to a 
great di(tance from the back of his 
hor[e.. Jack fet himfelf to work, 

and was not long before he had com
pleted fumething like an Englifh 
hunting faddle, on which he paraded 
before the Kan. All mankind feen1 
to have a paffion for novelc> ; and the 
Kan was f o delighted \Vith this ef
fort of J ack's ingenuity, that, after 
paying him the highefl compliments, 
he incimated a defire of having fuch 
a faddle for himCelf. Jack was the 
1110ft obliging cre·acure in the workl, 

and 
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and f pared no labour to [erve his 

fiiends; he went to work again, and 

in a fhort time completed a faddl• 

ftill more elegant for the Kan. 

Thefe exertions gained him the fa. 

,·our and efteen1 both of the Kan and 

all the tribe; fo that Jack was an uni

verfal favourite and loaded with pre

fents, while all th~ reft of the offi

cers, who had never learned to make 

a faddle or an horfe-{hoe, \½ere treat

ed with contempt and indifference. 

Jack, in et:d, behaved with the 

greateft generofity to his country

men, and divided with them all the 

n1utton and venifon \\ hich were gi

ven him; but he could not help 

fometimes ob[erving, that 1t wa 
(Treat 
t> 
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great pity they had not learned 
to make an horfe-fhoe inftead of 
dancing and dreffing hair. 

And now an amba!fador arrived 
from the Engli01 fettlements, with 
an account that all the conditions of 

the treaty had been performed, and 
de1nanding the reftitution of the 

prifoners. The Tartar chief was 

too much a man of honour to delay 
an in8:ant, and they were all reflored; 

but before they fee out, Jack labour
ed with indefatigable zeal to fini(h 
a couple of faddles, and a. dozen 

horfe-fhoes, which he prefented to 
the Kan, with many expreffions or 
gratitude. The Kan was charmed 

- with this proof of his affection, and 
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in return made him a prefent of ~ 
couple of fine horfes, and feveral 

valuable ik.ins of be~fts Jai::k ar

rived without any accident at the 

Englin. fettlemenrs, and felling his 

:£kins and horfes, found h1mfelf in 

po{feffion of a moderate [um of mo-: 

nPy. He now began to have a de

fire to return to Er gbnd ; and one 

of rhe officers, who had often been 

obliged to him during his captivity, 

procured him a difcharge. He 

embarked therefore, with all his 

property, on board a fhip, which 

was rernrning home, and in a few 

n1onths was fafely landeq at Ply

mouth, . . . 

k' 
lo 

an 

rn 



But Jack was too adivc and too 

prudent :o give himfelf up to idle

ne(:i. Afre:- confickring various 
fchemes of bufine(s, he determined 
to rn.kc up his old truJe of forging; 

and for that purpoCe m:ide a journey 
into the North, and found his old 
tnaitc:r alive t and as a.cti re as ever.. 

K H ; ... .,... 
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His maCT:er, who had always entertain

ed an efteein for Jack, welcomed hirn 
with great affection, and being in 

want of a foreman, he engaged him, 

at a very handfome price, for that 

place. Jack was now indefatigable 

jn the execution of his new office : 

jnflexibly bonefl: where the interefl:s 

of his mafter were concerned, and at 

the fame time humane and obliging 

to the 1nen who were under him, he 

gained the affatl:ion of all about him. 

In a few years, his marl:er was f o 

thoroughly convinced of his merit, 

that; g1·owing old himfelf~ he took 

Jack into partner!hip, and commit

ted the management of the whole 

bufinefs to his care. I-Ie continued 
to 
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to exert the fame qualities now 
which he had done before, by which 
means he improved the bufinefs fo 
much, as to gain a confiderable for
tune, and become one of the mofl: 
refpectable manufacrurets in the 
country.-But with all this pro! pe
rity, he never difcovered the leafl: 
pride or haughtinefs; on the contra
ry, he em ployed part of his fortune 
to pnrchafe the moor where he had 
formerly lived, and built himfelf a. 
fmall but convenient houfe, upon 
the very fpot where his daddy's hHt 

had formerly ftood. Hither he 
would fon1etimes retire from bufi
nefs, and cultivate his garden with 
his own hands, for he hate<l 1dleoefs. 

K 2 To 
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To 
kind 

all his poor neighbours he WJS 

and liberal, relieving them in 

their di:1.refs, and ofren erJteruunrng 

them 
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them at his houfe, where he ufed to 
dine with them, with the gre3.te£t 
af,fability, and frequently relate his 
own ftory; in order to prove that it is 
of very little confequence how a man 
comes imo the world, provided he 
behaves \Vell, and diCcharges his du .. 
ty when he is in it. 
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