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I HAD writteu a long preface to 
this book, but I considered thri l it 
was possible nobody might read the 
·work itself; I, therefore, detennincd 
to send it alone into the ,vorld, ·with 
this short but necessary accoent of 
its origin. 

All, who have been conversant in 
the education of very young child:·en, 
have complained of the total ·want of 
proper books to be put into their, 
hands, while they are taught the eJe .. 
ments of reading. I hc .. -·e felt this 
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PREFACE. 

\Vant in common with others, and 

have been very n1uch en1barrassed 

how to supply it. The only method 

I could invent, was to select such 

passages of different books as were 

1nost adapted to their experience and 

understanding. The least exception
able that I could find for this pur
pose were Plutarch's Lives and Ze
nophon's I-Iistory of the Institution 

of Cyrus, in English translations; 
,vith son1e part of Robinson Crusoe, 
and a few passages in the first volun1e 
of ~Ir. Brook's Fool of Quality. Nor 

can I help expressing my regret, that 
the very ingenious author of that 

11ovel has not deigned to apply his 
great knowledge of the human heart 
to this particular purpose. I-:lew·ould, 
by these ·n1eans, have produced a 
work more calculated to proinote the 

good of his fellow-creatures, though 

I 

t. 
' 

:i 
,,. 
Ii 

Ol 



not his own fame, than an hundred 

volumes of sentitnental novels, or 

modern history. 

'rhose that have been much used 

to children, and to such alone I ap

peal, wi11 sufficiently understand the 

defects of the n1ethod I have de

scribed, and the total irn possibilily of 
C 

avoiding it. I therefore thought tbat 

it would be a Yery valuable present 

to parents, were I to n1ake a selec

tion of such stories as n1ay interest 
,vi th out corrupting the 111inds of chil

dren, and print the1n in a separate 

volnine; a work which has, since 

that time, been very judiciously ex

ecuted by the ingenious Dr. Percival, 

of 1Ianchestcr.;t~ But more attention 

to the subject convinced n1c, that", 

* Dr. Percival's book is not merely a selection, 

l:>nt contiins many original moral stories and essc1yt.l . 
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t!.!.ough suc~1 a selection would ue 
1 igh1y useful, the rnethod . was Rtill 
{~tSective, as the objects ,reu1<l over
whelru the tender rnind of a chi]d by 
tl1eir va1iei:y and nun-!ber, instead of 
being i_1troduced according to that 
natural order of association \vhich we 
ought never to overlook in early edu
c< tion. 15 therefore, !·esol ved to pro
ceed a step farther, and not only to 
collect a1l such .::;tories as I thought 
adapted to the faculties of children, 
but to connect then1 by a continued 
narration; so that every story n1ight 
appear to rjse naturally out of the 
subject, a:1d 1night, for that reason, 
rnake the grea~cr i1npression. 'fo 
render the relation rnorc interesting 
to those for ·whon1 it was intended, 
l ha,·e introduced two children as 
the actors, and have endeavoured to 
r11akc thcn1 speak and behave ac-



T .. 1rJ1ng to th~ order of nature. As 

to the hislories Lhemselv~s, I have 
I l , l d l' usco L 1e roost unoounue 11cence; 

altering, curtailing, adding, and ge

uerall_y enti.:-ely changi·ng the lan

-~uage, according to the parlicular 

views which actuated me in under

taking Lhis work. Those who arc 

n1uch acquainted with literature, ,rill 

easily discover ·where I have bor

rowed, ,vhere I have in1itated, and 

,vhere I ha,·e invented; and to the 

rest of the ,vorld it is of liLtle conse

q ucnce, ,vhether they are enabled to 

n1ake the distinction, a~ the origin-,. 

ality of the author is a point ot the 

least con seq i.1enr·e in l he execution of 

such a work as this l\tiy ideas of 

n1orals and of hu1nan life will be sut~ 

ficieutly e,·idcn t to t11ose who take 

tbc trouble~ of reading the book; it 

is unnecessary eiLher to a pol0gize fr)r 
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them, or to expatiate upon the sub
ject; but such as they are, they are · 
the result of a]] n1y reasoning, and 
of all my experience. ,vhether they 
are adapted to the present age, wili 
best appear by the fate of the work 
5tself: ... L\.s to the language, I have 
en -ieavoured to thro,r into it a greater 
deg1ee of elegance and c)rnan1ent 
than is usually n1et with in such 
cotn positions; preserving at the sa1ne 
tin1e a sufficient degree of si1n plicity 
to make it intelligible to very young 
children, and rather choosing to b(~ 
ditf use than obscure. 

I have on1y to add, that I h'opc 
nobody will consider this work as a 
treatise on education. 1 have un
avoidably ex pressed son1f' ideas upon 
this subject, and introduced a con
ver.:iation not one word of wliich anv 
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PREI'ACE, IX 

child will understand; but all the 
rest of the book is in tended to form 
and interest the minds of children; 
it is to then1 that I have ,vritten; it 
is from their applause alone I shall 
estin1ate my success; and if they are 
uninterested in the work, the praises 
of an hundred reviewers will not con
sole 1ne for my failure. 

It 1nay perhaps be necessary to 
observe, before I conclude this pre
face, that ·what is now published, is 
only a small part of a n1uch larger 
"'ork. 'These sheets have lain by me 
for several years, and I have been 
long undetermined whether to sup
press them entirely, or to commit 
then1 to the press. Had I consi
dered n1y own reputation as an au
thor, I certainly should have chosen 
the first part of the alternative; since 
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X PUEFACE. 

atn ,vell aware of t 1c innu1ncrable 
pleasantries and sneers to which an 
attern pt like this 1nay be ex posed; 
but considerations of an higher na
ture, ,vhich I will hereafter explain, 
should this _work tneet with any de
gree of popularity, have finally deter-
11ined 1ne lo the latter. Such there-
fore as it is, I give it Lo the public. I 
cannot stoop citncr to deprecate cen
sure, or to invite applause; but I 
would ach;ise those alone to atten1pt 
to criticize, who have had sornc ex
perience in the education of a child. 

u 



THE 

I-IISTORY 

OF 

SANDFORD AND MERTON~ 

I~ the western part of England lived a 
gentleman of great fortune, whose name 
was l\ferton. He had a large estate in the 

island of Jamaica, where he had past the 
gre·ater part of his life, and was master 
of many servants, who cultivated sugar 
and other valuable things for his advan
tage. He had only one son, of who1n he 
was excessively fond; and to educate this 
child properly was the reason of his <le
tern1ining to stay some years in England. 
Tommy l\Ierton, who at the time·he can1e 
from J arnaica, ,vas only six years old, was 
naturally a Yery good-natured boy, but 
unfortunately had been spoiled by too 



12 THE HISTORY OF 

much indu1gence. ,vhile he lived in Ja~ 
maica, he had several black servants to 
wait upon him, who were forbidden upon 
any account to contradict him. If he 
,valked~ there al ways went two negroes 
with him, one of whom carried a large 
umbrella to keep the sun from him, and 
the other was to carry him in his arms, 
·,vhcnever be ,vas tired. Besides this, he 
·was al ways dressed in silk or laced 
cloaths, and had a fine gilded carriage, 
which was borne upon men's shoulders; 
in which he made visits to his play-fel
lows. His mother was so excessively 
fond of him, that she gave hin1 every 
thing he cried for, and would never let 
him learn to read, because he complained 
that it n1ade his head ache. 

The consequence of this was, that, 
· though lviaster Merton had every thing 
he wanted, he became very fretful and 
unhappy. Sometimes he ate s\veetmeats 
tHl he rnade himself sick, and then he 
suffered a great deal of pain, because he 
·would not take bitter physic to n1ake 
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hin1 well. Sometimes he cried for things 

that it was impossible to give him, and 

then, as he had never been used to be 

contradicted, it was n1any hours before 

he could- be pacified. vVhen any con1-

pany came to dine at the house, he was 

always to be helped first, and to have 

the most delicate parts of the n1eat, other

wise he would make such a noise as dis

turbed the whole company. vVhen his 

father and mother were 5itting at the tea 

table with their friends, instead of wait

ing till they were at leisure to attend to 

him, he would scramble upon the table, 

seize the cake and bread and butter, and 

frequently overset the tea-cups. By these 

pranks he not only made himself disa

greeable to every body, but often met 

with vory dangerous accidents. Fre

quently has he cut hin1self with knives, 

at other times thrown heavy things upon 

bis head, and once he narrowly escaped 

being scalded to death by a kettle of 

boiling water. He was also so delicately 

brought up, that he was perpetually ill; 
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the least ,vind or rain gave him a cold, 
and the least sun was sure to tl1row hi1n 
into a fever. Instead of playi1~g about, 
and jumping, and nm 11ing Iik_e other 
children, he was taught to sit s ti ll 1"tn fear 
of sp ''Jiling his cloaths, and to stay in the 
house for fear of injuring his complexion. 
Ry this kiucl of education, wben }.laster 
Merton came over to England, he could 
neither ,vrite, nor 1ead, nor cypher; 11e 
could use none of his limbs witJ case, 
nor hear any degree of fatigue; but he 
was very proud, fretful, and impatient. 

Very near to I\-lr. l\1erton's :,eat lived 
a p1ain, honest farmer, whose name was 

. Sandford. This man had, like 1'Ir. J\f er
ton, an only son, not 1nuch older than 
~Laster l\·Ierton, ,vhose name was I-Iarry. 
H~arry, as be had been always accustom
ed to run about in the fields, to follow 
the labourers while they were ploug c ing, 
and to drive the shec1, to their pasture, 
was active, strong, hardy, and fresh
coloured. He w~:s 1< i!her so fi11r, nor so 
delicately shaped as ~,laster 1\-Ierton; but 



he ba<1 an honest, good-natured conntc

uance, which made every body love him; 

was neYer out of 1~ur::o,ur, and took the 

greatest pleasure in obliging eYery body. 

If little Harry saw a poor wretch ·w l10 

wanted Yictuals, while he ,yas eating his 

(linner, he ,vas sure to gi \·e him half, and 

sometin1es the whole : nay, so very good

natu rcd ,ras he to every thing, tliat he 

,vould never go into the fields to take 

the effo•s of 1)oor birds or their vouno· 
bu ' J b 

ones, nor practise any other k1nd of sport 

vhich gave pain to poor animals, who 

are as capable of feeling as we ourselYes, 

though they ha\·e no words to express 

their sufferings. Once, indeed, Harry 

was caught twirling a cock.chafer round, 

which he had fastened by a crooked pin 

to a long piece of thread, but then this 

was through ignorance and want of 

thought: for as soon as his father told 

hin1 tbat the poor helpless insect felt as 

much, or 1nore than he would do, ,,:ere 

a knife thrust through his hqnd; he burst 

into tears, and took the 1Joor animal home, 
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·where he fed him during a fortnight upon. 
r'resh leaves; and when he was perfectly 
recovered, turned him out to enjoy liberty 
and the fresh air. Ever since that time. , 
I!arry was so careful and considerate, that 
he ·would step out of the ·way for fear of 
hurtmg a worm, and employed himself 
in doing kmd ofiices to all the animals in 
the neighbourhood. 1-Ie used to stroke 
the horses as they were at work, and fill 
his pockets with acorns for the pigs: if 
he walked in the fields, he was sure to 

-gather green boughs for the sheep, who 
were so fond of bim, that they followed 
hin1 wherever he went. In the winter 
time, when tLe groun<l was covered with 
frost and snow, and the poor little birds 
could get at no food, he woulc.l often go 
supperless to bed, that he might feed the 
robin-red-breasts. Even toads, and frogs, 
and spiders, and such kind of disagreeable 
animals, which most people destroy where
ever they find them, were perfectly safe 
with Harry: he used to say they had a 
right to live as ·well as we, and that it 
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SA~DFORD .\ND MERTON. ]7 

v.ras cruel and unjust to kill creatures 

only because we did not like the1n. 

These sentiments made little Harry a 

great favourite ,vith every body; parti• 

cularly with the clergyn1an of the parish; 

who became so fond of him, that he 

taught hin1 to read and •Nrite, and had 

him almost always with him. Indeed, it 
was not surprising that Mr. Barlow shewed 

so particular an affection for him; for, 

besides learning every thing that he was 

taught with the greatest readiness, little 

I-Jarry was the most honest, obliging 

creature in the worl<l. He was never 

discontented, nor did he ever grmnble, 

whatever he was desired to do. And then 

you might believe Harry in every thing 

he said; for though he could have gained 

a plumb-cake by telling an untruth, and 

was sure that speaking the truth would 

expose him to a severe whipping, he 

never hesitated in declaring it. Nor was 

he like many other children, who place 

their whole happiness in eating: for give 

him bnt a morsel of dry bread for his 

/ 
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~l!nner, and he would be satisfied, thourd1 
' ..___. 

you placed sweetmeats and fr tit, and 
every other nicety, in his way. 

"\Vith this little boy rlid l\1aste · .!. -Ierton 
" become acquainted in the fo!lowing man-

ner :-As he and the maid were once 
walking in the fields upon a ii ne sum-
1ner's morning, diverting themsel vcs with 
gathering different kinds of wild flowers, 
and running after butterflies, a large snakei 
on a sudden, started up from among some 
long grass, and coiled itself round little 
Tomniy's leg. You 111ay imagine the 
fright they were both in at this accident: 
the maid ran away shrieki11g for help, 
w·hile the child, who was in an agouy of 
tei ror, did not dare to stir fr0111 the place 
where he was standing. Harry, . ho 
happened to be walking near the place, 
came running up, and askrd what was 
the matter? rI'omrny, ,vho was sobbi11g 
n1ost piteously, could not find words to . , 
tell him, but pointed to his le~·, and made 
I-Iai-ry sensible of what ha<l happened. 
Ifarrv who thou 0 ,h "OU no· was a bov of J' t, "' v, J 
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a rno-,L courageous spirit, told him not to 
be frightened, ,rnd jnstantly seizing the 

snake by tbe neck w!th as much dexte

rity as resolution, tore him from Tommy's 

leg, and threvr hi1n to a great distance 

off. Just as this happened, 1\1 rs. l\;I er ton 

and all th~ family, alarmed by the ser

vant's cries, cmne running breathless to 

the place, as Tommy was recovering his 

spirits, and thanking his brave little de

liverer. Her first emotions were to catch 

her darling up in her arms, and, after 

gi\·ing hi1n a thousand kisses, to ask him 

whether he had received any hurt? No, 

says Ton1n1y, indeed I have not, man1111a; 

but I believe that nasty, ugly beast would 

ha\·e bitten me, if that little boy had not 

come and pulled him off. Ancl who are 

you, my de, r, says she, to w 1 01.l \·,·c are 

all so obliged? Harry Sandford, Inti(hm. 

,v ell~ my child, you a1 ea dear, bra\·e little 

creat1 1 re, and you sLdll go home and dine 

with us. No, thank you, m,u1ain; 111:r 

father wili \Ll n t me. And '.vho is your 

f:1tber, my sweet boy? Farmer Sandford, 
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madam, that lives at the bottom of th~ 
hill. \Vel1, my dear, you shall be my child 
henceforth, will you? If you please, 1na
clam, if I may have my own father and 
rnother too. 

~Irs. Merton instantly dispatched a 
servant to the farmer's, and taking little 
Harry by the hand, she led him to the 
mansion-house, where she found l\1r. 
Merton, whom she entertained with a 
Jong account of Tommy's danger and 
Harry's bravery. Harry was now in a 
new scene of life. He was carried through 
costly apartments, ,vhere every thing that 
could please the eye, or contribute to con~ 
venience, was assembled. He sa,v large 
looking-glasses in gilded frames, carved 
tables and chairs, curtains n1ade of the 
finest silk, and the very plates and kni\·es 
and forks were silver. At dinner he was 
placed close to l\1rs. l\'1erton, who took 
care to supply him with the cLoicest bits, 
and engaged him to cat with the 1nost 
endearing kindness. But, to the astonish
n1ent of e\·ery body, he neither appeared 
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SANDFORD AND l\IERTON. ~1 

pleased or surprised at any thing he saw. 
Mrs. l\1erton could not conceal her disap
poin tmcnt; for as she had always been ... 
used to a great degree of finery herself, 
she had expected it should make the same 
impression upon every body else. At last, 
seeing him eye a sn1all sil"er cup, with 
great attention, out of which he had been 
drinking, she asked him whether he should 
not like to have such a fine thing to drink 
out of? and added, that, though it was 
Ton1my's cup:. she was sure he would give 
jt with great pleasure to his little friend. 
Yes, that I ·will, says Tommy; for you 
know, mamrna, I have a much finer than 
that, made of gold, besides two large ones 
made of silver. Thank you, with all my 
heart, says little Harry; but I will not rob 
you of it, for I have a much better one at 
home. How! says Mrs. l\tierton, ,vhat 
does your father eat and drinkoutof silver?. 
I don't know, madam, what you call this, 
but ,ve drink at home out of long things 
made of. horn, just such as the cows wear 
upon their .l~eads . . The child is •a sim~ 
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pleton, I think, say,s lVIrs. lHerton; aud 
why is that better than sih·er ones? Be
cause, says Harry, they never n1ake u:· 
uneasy. 1\iiake you uneasy, n1y child, Eays 
I\Jrs. :fi1erton; what do you mean? \Vhy, 
madam, when the 1nan threw that great 
thing down, which looks just like this, I 
saw that you were very sorry about it, 
and looked as if you had been just ready 
to drop. Now, onrs at home are thrown 
about hy all the famjly, and nobody 
minds it. 

i- protest-, ;:,,.ys JWrs. !vlerton to lier hus
band, 1 do not know ,vhat to say to this 
boy, he makes such stra.nge observations. 

The fact was, that during dinner one of 
the servants had thrown down a large 
piece of plate, which, as it was very va
luable, had rnade Mrs. l\tlerton not only 
look very unr~sy, but gi,ve the man a very 
5evere scolding for his caJelessness. 

After cl inner, l\t1rs.·l\1erton filled a 1arg 
glass with wine, an<l giving it to Harry, 
bade hin1 drink it up; but he thanked 
her, and said he was not dry. .But, my 
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dear, says she, this is Yery sweet aBd plea
sant and as you are a nood bov You rnav ' , b .,,., -' 

drink it up. J\..y I but, madam, J\!Ir. Bar-
low says, that we must only eat when we 

are hungry, and driilk when we are dry; 
and that \Ye must only eat and drink such 

things as are easily met witb, otherwise 

we shall grow peevish and vexed when we 

can't get them. And this was the way that 
the apostles did, who were all Yery good · 
men. 1Ir. 1\!lerton laughed at this: And 

pray, says he, little man, do you know who 

the apostles were? Oh! yes, to be sure I do. 

And who were they? '\\ by, sir, there was 

a time when people ,vere grown so very 

wicked that they did not care what they 
did, and the great folks were all proud, and 

1ninded nothing but eating and drinking, 

and sleeping, and amusing themsehes, and 
took no care of the poor, and would not 
give a morsel of bread to hinder a beggar 
from starving; and the poor \\'ere all lazy, 

and loved to be idle better than to work, 

and little boys were disobedient to theu 

parents, and their parcn ts took no care to 
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teach thetn any thing that was good, and 
all the world ,vas very bad, very bad in
deed :-and then there came a very good 
n1an indeed, whose nan1e was Christ; and 
he went about doing good to every body, 
and curing people of all sorts of diseases, 
and taught then1 what they ought to do
and he chose out twelve other very good 
men, and called them the apostles, and 
these apostles went about the world, do
ing as he did, and teaching people as he 
taught them. And they never minded what 
they ate or drank, but lived upon dry 
bread and water; and when any body of
fered thern money, they would not take 
it, but told them to be good, and give it 
to the poor and the sick: and so they 
made the world a great deal better-and 
therefore it is not fit to mind what ,ve 
live upon, but we sho~ld take what we 
can get and be contented; just as the 
beasts and birds do, who lodge in the 
open air, and live upoll' herbs, and drink 
nothing but water, and yet they are 
strong, and ·active, and healthy. 
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Upon my word, says 11r. 1\Ierton, this 
little 1nan is a great philosopher, and we 
should be much obliged t"o IHr. Barlo,v if 
he would take our Tomn1y under his care; 
for he grows a great boy, and it is time 
that he should know something. What 
.say you, Tomn1y, should you like to be a 
philosopher? Indeed, papa, I don't know 
what a philosopher is, but I should like 
to be a king; because he's finer and rich~ 
er than any body else, and has nothing to 
do, and every body waits upon him, and 
is afraid of him. Well said, n1y dear, 
says l\f rs. l\f crton, and rose and kissed 
hin1; and a king you deserve to be with 
such a spirit, and here·s a glass of u·ine 
for you for making such a pretty answer. 
And should not you like to be a king too> 
little Harry? Indeed, 1nada1n, I -4.on 't 
kno,v what that is; but I hope I shall soon 
be big enough to go to plough, and get 
my own living; and then I shall want 
nobody to wait upon me. What a differ~ 
ence there is between the children of far
mers and gentlemen! whispered Mr!. 

VOL. I . B 
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i\Ierton to her husband, looking rather 
contemptuously upon IIarry. I am not 
sure, said Mr. l\1erton, that for this time 
the advantage is on the side of our son. 
But should not you like to be rich, my 
dear, says he to Harry? No, indeed, sir. 
No, simpleton, says Mrs. l\Ierton, and why . not? Because the on1y rich man I ever 
saw is squire Chace, who lives hard by, 
and he rides among people's corn, and 
breaks do·Nn their hedges, and shoot~ 
their poultry, and kills their dogs, and 
lames their cattle, and abuses the poor, 
and they say he does all this because he's 
rich; but e\rery body hates him, though 
they dare not tell' him so to his face-and 
I would not be hated for any thing in the 
world. But should not Yon like to have ,I 

;a fine laced coat, and a coac11 to carry you 
about, and servants to ,vait upon you? As 
to tbat, madam, one coat is as good as 
another, if it will but keep one \varn1; and 
I don't want to ride, because I can walk 
whereYer I chuse; ahd, as to servants, I 
~honld have nothing for them to do, if I 
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had an hundred of the111. Mrs. Merton 
continued to look at hi1n ,vith a sort of 
contemptuous astonish1nent, but did not 
ask him any more questions.-In the even
ing little Harry ,vas sent home to his fa
ther, ·who asked hi1n ,vhat he had seen at 
the great house, and how he liked being 
there? '\Vhy, says Harry, they ,vere all 
very kind to me, for which I'm much 
obliged to them; but I had rather have 
been at home, for I never ,vas so trouLled 
in all my life to get a dinner.-There ,vas 
one n1an to take away my plate, and ano-
ther to give n1e drink, and another to 
stand behind my chair, just as if I had 
been lan1e or blind, and could not have 
waited upon n1yself. And, then, there 
was so much to do with putting this thing 
on, and taking another off, I thought it 
,vould never have been over. And after 
<ljnner I was obliged to sit two whole 
hours without stirring, whjle the lady was 
talking to n1e, not as lvlr. Barlo,v does, 
but wanting me to love fine cloaths, aqd 

!3 2 



THE HISTORY OF 

to he a king-, and to be rich, that I may 
be bated like squire Chace. 

But> at the mansion-house, much of the 
conversation, in the mean time, was em
p~oyecl in examining the n1erits of little 
I-farry. Mrs. J\!Ierton acknowledged his 
bravery and openness of te1nper; she 
,;,vas also struck with the general good
nature and benevolence of his character; 
but she conte1!ded there were a certain 
grossness and indelicacy in his ideas which 
distinguish the children of the lower and 
111iddling classes of people from those of 
persons of fashion. NI r. l\ferfon, on the 
contrary, contended that be ha<l nc\'cr be
fore seen a child whose sentiments and 
dispositions would do so much honour 
even to the 1nost ele\·ated situations. NO· 
thing, he affirmed, was more easily acq11ir. 
ed than those external 1nanners1 and that 
superficial address, upon wl:iich too 
n1any of the higher classes pride tbe1n
~e:h·es as their greatest, or even as their 
only accomplishment : nay, so easi1y 2.re 
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they picked up, said he, that we fre

quently sec them <lesc(::nd with the cast 

cloaths to n1aids and valets; between 

wl101n and their n1asters and 1nistresses 

there is frequently little other difference 

than what results fr01n the former wear 

ing soiled cloaths and healthier counte

nances. Indeed, the real seat of all supe
riority, even of manners, n1ust be placed 

. in the mind: dignified sentiments, supe

rior courage, accompanied with genuine 

and universal courtesy, are al ways neces

sary to constitute the real gentieman; and 

where these are wanting, it is the great

est absurdity to think they can Le sup

plied by affected tones of voice, parti
cular grimaces, or extravagant and unna

tural modes of dress; ,vhich far fr0111 be
ino· the real test of o·entilitv have in o·e-

o b ~' b 

neral ~10 higher origin than the caprice of 

barbers, taylors, actorsr opera-dancers, 
n1illiaers, fiddlers, and French servants of 
both sexes. I c~nnot help, therefore, as

serting, said he very seriously, that this 
little peasant has within his 1nind the 
,eeds cf true gentility and d1gn1ty of ch:1-
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:racter; and, though I shall also wish that 
our son may posS(fSS all the common ac
complishments o(his rank, nothing would 
give me 1nore pleasure than a certainty 
that he ,vou1<l never in any respect fa! l 
below the son of farmer Sandford. 

Whether Mrs. Merton fully acceded to 
those observations of her husband I can
not decide; but ,vithout waiting to hear 
her particn]ar sen tin1ents, 11c thus went 
on :-Should I appear more warm than 
usual upon this subject, you must pardon 
1ne, my dear, and attribute it to the in
terest I feel in the welfare of our little 
Tommy. I a111 too sensible, that our n1u
tual fondness has hitherto treated him 
with rather too much indulgence. vVhile 
we have been O\Ter solicitous to re1nove 
fron1 11in1 every painful and disagreeable 
impression, ,ve have 1nade him too deli
cate and fretful; our desire of constantly 
consulting his inclinations has made us 
gratify even his caprices and humours; 
and, while we have been too stadious to 
preserve him fron1 restraint and oppo
sition, ,ve have in reality been the cause 
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why he has not acquired even the com

mon acquisitions of his age and situation. 

All this I have long observed in silence; 

but have hitherto concealed, both fron1 

my fondness for our child, and my fear of 

offending you. But at length a considera

tion of his real interests has prevailed over 

every other motive, and has compelle!! 

me to e1nbrace a resolution ,vhich I hope 

will not be disagreeable to you, that of 

sending hin1 directly to ~1r. Barlow, pro•· 

vided he ,vill take the care of hin1 : and 

I think this accidental acquaintance with 

young Sandford 1nay prove the luckiest 

thing in the world, as he is so nearly of 

the age and size of our Tommy. I will 

therefore propose to the farmer that I wil~ 

for some years pay for the board and 

education of his little boy, tbat he n1ay 

be a constant companion to our son . . 

As Mr. l\:Ierton said this with a certain 

degree of firmness, and the proposal was 

in itself so reasonable and necessary, :i\l rs. 

!vlerton did not make any objection to it, 

but consented, although very reluctant1y 



to part \:Vith her son. l\fr. Barlow was 
accordingly invited to dinner the next 
Sunday, and l\fr. Merton took an oppor
tunity of introducing the subject, and 
making the proposal to him; assuring 
him, at the same time, that though there 
was no return within the bounds of his 
fortune which he would not willingly 
make, yet the educa6on and improven1ent 
of his son were objects of so such import
ance to him, that he should always con
sider himself as the obliged party. 

To this l\fr. Barlo\v, after thanking l\1r. 
l\Ierton for the confidence and liberality 
with which he treated him, answered in 
the following manner:-I should be lit
tle worthy of the distinguished regard 
with which you treat me, did I not with 
the greatest sincerity assure you, that I 
feel myself totally unqualified for such a 
task. I am, sir, a 1\Iinister of the Gospel, 
and I would not exchange that character, 
and the severe duties it enjoins, for any _ 
other situation in life. But you n1ust be 
sensible that the retired ma 11ner of lifr 
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which I have led for these twenty years, 

in consequence of my profession, at a 

distance from the gaieties of the capital 

and the refinements of polite life, is little 

adapted to fonn such a tutor as the man

ners and opinions of the world require for 

Your son. Gentlemen in your situation 

of life are accuston1ecl to divide the ,vorld 

1nto two general classes; those that are 

persons of fashion, and those that an~ not. 

The first class contains every thing that 

is valuable in life; and thereforetheirman

ners, their prejudices, the1 r ,·ery vices, must 

be inculcated upon the minds of chil

dren fro1n the earliest period of infancy; 

the second comprehends the great body 

of mankind1 who, under the general name 

9f the vulgar, are represen tecl as being 

only objects of contempt and disgust, and 

scarcely worthy to be µut upon a footing 

with the very Leasts that contribute to the 

pleasure an<l convenience of their supe

nors. 

Tulr. !vlerton could not help 1n terru pt

ing l\Jr, Barlow here, to assure him, that, 

B5 
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though there was too n1uch truth in the 
observation, yet be must not think that 
ei,ther he, or 1'1rs. l\Ierton, carried things 
to that extravagant length; and that, al
.though they wished their son to liaYe the 
manners of a man of fashion, thej thought 
his morals and religion of infinitely more 
consequence. 

If you think s0: said l\Ir. Barlo\v, sir, it 
is rnore than a noble Lord did, ,vhosc writ
ten opinions are now considered as the 
{ffacles of polite life, and more th:111 I be~ 
lieve most of 11is admirers do at this time. 
But if yen allow what I have just men
tioned to be the common distinctions of 
u-c'.ntecl pcople1 yo 1 must at one glance 
pcrce1ve how little I must oe qualified to 
educate a vo1111g· ~ten tle::12.n in tended t0 ' .__, l.., 

move 111 t11at sphere; I, whose temper, 
re;i.son, and re1jgion, equaily combine to 
.make me reject the principles upon which 
tLose distinctions are founded. 

Tl1e Christian religion, though not ex
c1nsive1y, ·i s, emphatica11y 3peaking, the 
religion of the poor.-Its first n)inisters 
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\Vere taken from the lower orders of man 

kind, and to the lower orders of n1ankind 

was it first proposed; and in this, instead 

of feeling myself 1nortified or ashan1ed, I 

a111 the more inclined to adore the ·wis

don1 and benevolence of that Power by 

whose con1n1and it ,vas first promul

gated. Those, ,vho engross the riches 

and ad vantages of this world, are too much 

c1nployed with their pleasures and arnbi

tion to be much interested about any sys

tem, ei thcr of religion, or of morals. 

They too frequently feel a ~pecies of ha

bitual intoxication which excludes every 

serious thought, and makes the1n vie\V 

with indifference every thing but the pre

sent moment. Those, on the contrary, 

to whom all the hardships and miseries of 

this ,vorld arc a1lotte J as their natural 

· portion,-those who eat the bread of bit

terness, and drink the waters of affliction, 

have moTe interest in futurity, and are 

therefore r:nore prepared to receive the 

promises of the C,ospeL-Yes, sir; 1nark 

the dis ingenuousness of many of our 1no

dern l111osop1"1 rs-t11ey quarrel wjth the 
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Christian religion, because it has not yet 
penetrated . the deserts of Africa, or ar
res tecl the wanderin o· hards of Tartarv; 0 J, 
yet they ridicule it for tbe 111eanness of 
its origin, and because it is tbe Gospel of 

, the poor !-that is to say, because it is 
expressly calculated to inform the judg
ments, and alle,·iate the miseries, of that 
vast promiscuous body which constitutes 
tbe nrnjestic species of 1nan. 

But for whon1 ·would tLese phiiosopbers 
ha,·e IIcaven itself intereskd, jf not for 
the mighty whole which it has created? 
Poverty, that is to say, a state of labour 
and fiequent self-denial, is the natural 
state of 1nan-it is the state of aJl in the 
happiest and most equal governments, the 
state of nearly all in every country ·-it is 
a state in which all the faculties both of 
body and n1incl are always found to deve
lop themselves with the most advantage, 
and in which the n1oral feel1ngs have ge
nerally the greatest jnfluence. The ac
cumulation of riches, on the contrary, can 
never increase, but by the increasing po
·verty and degradation of those ,vhom J--Iea-
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ven has created equal; a thousand cottages 

arc thro\vn down to afford space for a sin

gle palace. 
Ilow benevolently therefore has Heaven 

-acted, in thus extending its blessings to 
all who do not disqualify themselves for 
their reception by ,·oluntary hardness of 
heart! how ,visely, in thus opposing a 
continual boundary to human pride and 
.sensuality, two passions the n1ost fatal in 
their effects·, and the n1ost apt to desolate 
the world !-And shall a 1\1inister of that 
Gospel, conscious of these great truths, 

and professing to govern himself by their 
influence: dare to preach a different doc
trine> and flatter those excesees which he 
n1ust know are equally contrary both to 
re~son and religion? Shall he bec0me the 
abject sycophant of human greatness, 
and assist it in trampling all relations of 
humanity berreath its feet, instead of set
ting before it the severe duties of its sta~ 
tion, and the account ,vhich ,vill one day 
be expected of all the opportunities of do
ing good, so idly, so irretrievably lost and 

squandered ?-But I beg pardon, sir, for 
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+-hat \\.'"armth ,vhich has transpoi·tcd n1e 
so ·far, and made me engross so much of 
the conversation. But it wi II at least have 
this good effect, that it will demonstrate 
the truth of what I have been saying; and 
shevv, that though I n1ight unc1ert:1ke the 
education of a farmer, or a 111echanic, I 
::hall ne,·er succeed in that of 3. modern 
gentleman. 

Sir, replied ~Jr. n1erton, there is nothinb 
which I now hear from you "rhich does 
not increase 1nyesteen1 of you1:character, 
and 111y desire to engage your assistance. 
Permit n1e only to ask, whether, ju the 
present state of things,a difference of co11-
ditions and an inequality of fortune are not 
necessary, and, if necessary, I should infer, 
not contrary to the spirit of Christianity? 

Soi tis declared, sir, that offences 11: 1st 
come; but that does 11 ot prevent a se,·ere 
denunciation against the offenders. But 
if you-,v1sh to know, whether I a1n one 
· f those en tlrasiasts ,vho are con tin uall v ., 
preaching up an ideal state of perfection, 
totally inconsistent ,vith human affairs, I 
vill en leavour to give you ~very satisfac-
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tion npon the subject. If ~'OU n1ean by 

difference of conditions and inequality of 

fortunes, that the present state of human 

affairs, in every society we are acquainted 

with, does not ad1nit that perfect equality 

\ 1,'hich the purer interpretations of the,. 

Gospel inculcate, I certainly shall uot dis-

2.gree with you in opinion. He that 

formed the hun1an heart, certain1y n1ust 

be acquainted \vith .a11 the passions to ' 

which it would be subject; and if, under 

the immediate dispensation of Christ hi1n

self, it 1vvas found impossible for a rich man 

to give his possessions to t11e poor, that 

degree of purity vill hardly he expected 

110w, which was not found in the origin. 

. But here, sir, permit n1e to re1nark, ho v 

,videly the principles of genuine Christi

anity differ fron1 that imaginary scberr..e of 

ideal perfection, equall s inconsistent with 

human affairs and human chr.racters) 

vhich 111.any ofits pretended friends would . 

persua<le us to believe it; and as com1)~Hi

son son1etim.es throw; a ne,v and suctden 

light upon a subject, give me leave tons~ 
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one here, which I think bears the closest 
analogy to what ,ve are now considerin~. 

,v ere some physician to arise, who to a 
perfect knowledge of all preceding medi
cal facts, had added, by a n1ore than 11 u
rn an skill, a knowledge of the 11;ost secret 
principles of the human frame; could he 
calculate with an accuracy that never was 
deceived, the effect of every cause that 
could act upon our constitutions; and 
were he inclined, as the result of all his 
science and ohservation, to ]eave a rule of 
Ii re tb:-it 1nigh t remain unimpeached to 
the latest posterity; I ask, what kind of 
one he would form ?-1 suppose one, said 
1'v1r. l\tlerton, that was the most adapted to· 
the general circumstances of the human 
Epecies, and which observed, ,vould confer 
the greatest degree of health and vigour. 

Right, said ]\Jr. Bar1ow.-1 ask again, 
w l1ether) observjng the comn1on luxury 
and intemperance of the rich, he would 
take his dfrections from the usages of a 
po Ii te table, and recommend that hetero
geneous assemblage of contrary n1ixtures, 
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high seasonings, poignant sauces, ferment

ed and distilled poisons, which is continu

ally breeding diseases in their veins, as 

the best means of preserving, or regain

ing health? 

Certainly not-That were to debase his 

art, and sanctify abuses, instead of reform

ing them. 

,v ould he not, then, recomtnend sim

plicity of diet, light repasts, early slun1-

bers, and moderate exercise in the open 

air, if he judged them salutary to human 

nature, even though fashionable preju

dice had stamped all these particulars 

with the mark of extre1ne vulgarity? 

\Vere he to act otherwise, he n1ust for

feit all pretensions either to honesty or 

ski 11. 
Let us then apply all this to the mind, 

instead of the body, and suppose, for an 

instant, that some legislatnr, either hu., 

man or divine, who comprehended all the 

secret springs that govern the n1ind, was 

preparing an universal code for all man

tind;-mnst he not in1itate the physician, 
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and deliver general truths, however unpa
latable, however repugnant to particular 
prejudices, since upon the observance of 
these truths · alone the happiness of the 
species 1nust depend? 

I think so indeed. 
Should such a person observe, that an 

immoderate desire and accumulation of . 
riches, a love of ostentatious trifles, and 
unnecessary splendor in all that relates 
to human life, an habitual indulgence of 
s~nsuality, tended not only to produce 
evil in a11 around, but even in the indi
vidual himself who suffered the tyranny 
of these vices, how would you have the 
legislator act?-Should he be silent? 
· No, certainly-he should arraign these 

pernicious habitudes by every mean with
in his power; by precept, by example. 

Should he also observe, that riches em
ployed in another n1anner, in re1noving 
ihe real miseries of humanity, in cherish
iug,comforting, and supporting all around, 
produced a contrary effect, and tended 
equally to n11ke the obliged and obJiger 
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happy; should he conceal this great, eter

nal truth, or should he divulge 1t with all 

the authority he possessed,-conscious, 

that, in w hate\'er degree it became the rule 

of hun1an life, in the same degree would it 

tend to the advantage of all tLe ,vorld? 

There cannot be a doubt upon the sub-

ject. 
But, should he-kno,v, either by the spi-

1·it of prophecy, or by intuitive penetra

tion, that the 111ajority of 1nankind ,vould 

never observe these rules to any great de

o-ree, but would be blindly precipitated by 

their passions into every excess against 

~~hich heso benevolently cautioned them; 

should this be a reason for h;s w ithdra\V

ing his precepts and admonitions, or for 

seeming to approve what \vas in its own 

nature 1nost pernicious? 

As prudent \vould it be to pull off the 

oridle when ,ve mount an impetuous 

horse, because we doubted of our power 

to hold hin1 in-or to increase his n1ad

ness by the spur, when it vlas alrecidy too 

great before. 
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Thus, sir, you will perceve, that the 
precepts of the Christian reliJ-ion are 
founded upon the most perfect know
ledge of the human heart, as they fur
nish a continual Larrier against the most 
destructive passions, and the most sub
versive of hmnan happiness. Your O\Vn 
concessions sufficiently prove, that it 
,vould ha,·e been equally derogatory to 
truth, and the con1mon interests of the 
species, to have made the slightest con
cessions in favour either of human pride 
or sensuality. l~ our extensive acquaint
ance with mankind will sufficiently con
vince you, how prone the generality a1 e 
to give an unbounded loose to these two 
passions: neither the continual experi~ 
ence of their own weakness, nor of the fa
tal effects which are produced by vicious 
indulgences, has yet been capable of 
teaching them either humil ity, or mode
ration. "\V"hat then could the wisest legis
lator do, more useful, more benevolent, 
more necess:irv, than to es ~abi ish g.·eneral ~ . 
rules of condu c t, \rhi ch ha,'e a co n inud 
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tendency to restore n1oral and 11atural or•• 
der, and to di1ninish the wild inequality 

produced by pride and avarice? Nor is 
there any greater danger that these pre
cepts should be too rigidly observed, than 
that the bulk of mankind should injure 
themselves by too abstemious a temper
ance. All that can be expected from hu-
111an weakness, even in working after the 

n1ost perfect model, is barely to arrive at 
111ediocri ty; and were the model less per
fect, or the duties less severe, there is the 
greate~t reason to think that even that 
1nediocrity would ne\·er be attained. Exa~ 
mine the conduct of tl10se who are placed 

at a distance from all labour and fatigue~ 
and you will find.the most trifling exertions 
act upon their imaginations with the sai11e 
force as the most insuperable difficulties. 

If I have now succeeded in laying down 

the genuine principles of Christian mo
rality, I apprehend it will not be difficult 

to deduce the duty of one who takes upon 
him the office of its minister ·and in
terpreter. l-Ie can no more have a right 
to alter the slightest of its principles, than 
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a inagistrate can be justified in giving 
false interpretations to the laws. The more 
the corruptions of the world increase, the 
greater the obligation that he should op
pose himself to their course; and he can 
no more relax in his opposition, than the 
pilot can abandon the helm, because the 
·wi11ds and the ,vaves begin to augment 
their fury. Should he be despised, or 
neglected by all the rest of the human spe
cies, let him still persist in bearing testi-
1nony to the truth, both in his precepts and 
example: the cause of virtue is not des
perate, while it retains a single friend; 
should it even sink for ever, it is enough 
for him to have discharged his duty. 

But, a1though he is tQus restricted as 
to what he shall teach, I do not assert, 
that it is improper for him to use his un
derstanding and experience as to the n1an
ner of his instructions. He is strictly 
bound never to teach any thing contrary 
to the purest .morality; but he is not 
bound al ways to teach that n1orali ty in 
its greatest extent. In that respect, he 
1nayuse the wisdon1 of the serpent, though 
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guided by the innocence of the dove. If, 

therefore, he sees the reign of prejudice 

and corruption so firn1ly established, that 

men would be offended with the genuine 

simplicity of the Gospel and the purity 

of its primeval doctrines, he n1ay so far 

n1oderate their rigour, as to prevent them 

from entirely disgusting weak and luxu

rious minds. If we cannot effect the 

greatest possible perfection, it is sti11 a 

1naterial point to preserve from the gross

est vices. A physician that practises 

amongst the great, may certainly be ex

cused, though }1e should not be co:o.~ 

tinually advising the exercise and regi

men of the poor; not, that the doctrine 

is not true, but that there would 11ot be 

the smallest probability of its ever being 

adopted. But, although he never assents 

to that luxurious method of life which he 

is continually obliged to see, he 1nay con

tent himself with only inculc~ting those 

restrictions which even the luxurious may 

submit to, if they possess the smallest 

portion of understanding. Shou1d he 
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succeed thus far, there is no reason for his 
stopping in his career, or not enforcing a 
superior degree of temperance; but; 
should it be difficult to persuade even so 
slight a restriction, he could hope for no 
success, ,vere he to preach up a Spartaa 
or a Ro111an diet. Thus the Christian 
I\'Iinister 111ay certainly use his own dis
cretion in the mode of conveying his in
structions; and it is permitted Lim to em-• 
ploy all his knowledge of the hun1an 
heart in reclaiming men from their vices, 
and winning then1 o,·er to the cause of 
virtue. · By the severity of his own man
ners he 1nay sufficiently evince tbe rnoti ves 
of his conduct; nor can he, by any 111eans, 
hope for n1ore success, than if he shews 
that he practises more than he preaches, 
and uses a greater degree of indulgence 
to the failings of others than he requires 
for his own. 

Nothing, said l\1r. Merton, can be more 
rational or 1noclerate than these senti-• 
men ts; why, then, do you persist in plead
ing your ·incapacity for an employment 
which you can s_o well discharge? 

I ' 
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Because, said l\f r. Barlow, he that un~ 
clertakes the education of a child, under-
takes the most important duty in society, 
and is severely answerable for every vo

luntary omission. The same n1ocle of 
reasoning ,vhich I bave just been using is 
not applicable here. It is out of the 
-power of any individual, however stre
nuous may be his endeavours, to prevent 
the mass of mankind from acquiring pre,-. 

jud1ces and · corruptions; and w '.1en l1e 
finds them in that state, he certainly ma.y 
use all the wisdom he possesses for their 
reformation. But this rule will never 
justify him, for an instant, in giving fiJse 
i1npressions where he is at 1 iberty to in
"til truth, and in losing the only oppor
tunity which.he perhaps may ever possess) 

/ 

of teaching pure 1norality and religion. 

How will such a nian, if he Las the 
least feeling, bear to see his pupii become , 
a slave, perhaps, to the grossest vices; and 
to rcfl~ct, with a gn:at degree of proba
bi lit.y, that this cata~trophe has been ow

ing to his o, rn inactivity a1id i1npr0p.cr 
C 
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indulgence? l\Iay not all human charac
ters frequently be traced back to impres
sions made at so early a period, that none 
but discerning eyes would ever suspect 
their existence? Yet nothing is more cer
tain; :what w·c are at twenty, depends 
11 pon what we were at fifteen; what we 
are at fifteen, upon what we were at ten; 
·where shall we then place the beginning 
.of the series? 

Besides, sir, the very prejudices and 
tnanners of society, which s.eem to be an 
excuse for the present negligence in the 
early education of child1en, act upon IJ1Y 
n1ind with a contrary effect. N ecd 1.ve 
fear that, afrer every possible precaution 
has been taken, our pupil should not give 
a sufficient loose to his passions, or should 
be in d:inge.r of being too severely virtu~ 
ous? I-Iow glorious wou Id be such a dis
ti nction, how much to be wish~d for, and 
yet how little to he expected by any one 
"'vho is 1noclcrate1y acquainted with the 
world! The instant he makes his entrance 
there, he will fi.Q.<l an universal relaxation 
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a1.:d indifference to every thing that is se
:nous; every thing will conspire to repre
sent pleasure and sensuality as the only 
business of ht1man beings, and to thro,v 
a ridicule upon every pretence or prin
ciple or restraint. This will be the doc
trine that be will learn at theatres, from 
his companiogs, from the polite circles 
into which he is introduced. The ladies 
~oo will have their share in the improve ... 
!uen t of his character: they will criticise 
the colour of his clothes, hi~ method of 
1naking a bow, and of entering a room. 
They will teach him that the great object 
of human life is to please the fair; and 
that the only method of doing it is to ac~ 
quire the graces. Need we fear that, thus 
beset on every side, he should not attach 
a sufficient importance to trifles, or gro,v 
fashionably languid in the discharge of all 
his'lluties?-Alas! sir, it seems to n1e, that 
this wiH unavoidably happen, in spite 
of all our endeavours. Let us then not 
lose the important moment of human life'.i 
when itis possible to flatter ourselves~·ith 
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some hopes of success in gi\'in; good im
pressions; they 111ay succeed; tlwy may 
either preserve a young 1nan from gross 
immorality, or may have a tendency to 
reform him, when the first ardour of 
you th is past. If we neglect this awful 
111oment, which can ne\·er return; with 
the view which, I must confess, I have 
of modern manners, it appears to me like 
1aunching a vessel, into the midst of a 
storm, without a compass and without a 
p1lot. 

Sir, said Mr. Merton, I will make no 
other answer to what you have now been 
saying than to tell you, it adds, if possible, 
to my esttem of your character, and that 
1 will deliver my son into your hands, 
upon yot1r O\Vll conditions. And as to 
the terms-· 

Pardon me, replied l\ifr. Barlow, if I in
terrupt you here, and gi,·e you another 
specimen of the singularity of my opi-• 
nions. I am contented to take vour son .., 
for some months under 1ny care, and to 
endeavour by every mean within my 
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power, to.improve h1n-L But there is one · 

circun1s ance which ~s indispensa1le; that 

you permit me to 1nve the p1easure of 

serving yon as a friend. If yon app10, e 

of my ideas and conduct, I will 1~eep hi1n 

as long ~s yon d 0 sire. ln the n1ean•timc, 

as there are, 1 fen, some little circum

stances, whi.ch have grown up by too 

n1uch tel1derness arHl indulgence, to be 

alt2rtcl in his chJr~cter, I think that I 

sha1l possess more of the necessary infln 4 

cnce an(l authority, if I for the present 

appear to hirn and your whole family, ra4 

ther in the. light of a friend than that of 

a schoolmaster. 
f.Io-.ve,,.er disagreeable this proposal \vas 

to the generosity of 1Ir. l\1erton, he was 

obliged to consent to it; a1.c~ little 'Tom

my was accordingly sent the next cla.y to 

the vicarage, which was at the distance 

of about two miles from his father's house. 

The da.y after Tommy came to Mr. 

B:trlow's, as soon as breakfast was over, 

l e took him anc.l IIarry into the garden: 

,vhcn he was there, he took a spade into 



.54 TUE HISTORY OF 

his o-wn ha1:id, and giving· Harry an hoe~ 
they both began to work with great ea- . 
gerness. Every body that eats, says l\1r. 
Barlow, ought to assist in procuting food, 
and therefore little Harry and I begin our 
daily work; this is my bed, and that other 
is his; we work upon it eve1·y clay, and 
he that raises the most out of it, will de
serve to fure the best. Now, Tommy, if 
you ch use to join u5, I will mark you out 
a piece of ground, which you shall have 
to your~elf, and all the produce shall be 
your own. Ko, jndeed, says Tommy, 
very sulkily, I am a gentleman, and don't 
chuse to slave like a ploughboy. Just as , 
you please, 11r. Gentleman, said l\Ir. Bar
low; hut Harry an<l I, who are not above 
being useful, will mind our work. In 
about two hours l\.Ir. Barlow said it was 
time to leave off, and, taking Harry by 
the hand he led him into a ,·cry pleas~nt 
sumn1er-house, where they sat do,n1, and 
l\Ir. Barlow, taking out a plate of ve1 .Y 
fine ripe cherries, divided them between 
I-Jarry and hin1self. T01nmy, who hacl 
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followed, and expected his share, ,\'hen he 

saw them both eating ,vithout taking any 

notice of him, could no longer restrain 

his passion, but burst into a violent fit of 

sobbing and crying. \Vhat is the n1atter? 

f-aid 1Ir. Barlow very coolly to him. Tom-

1ny looked upon him very sulkily, but 

returned no answer. Ohl sir,. if you don't 

ch use t0 give 1ne an answer, :rou 111ay be 

silent; nobody is obliged to speak here .. 

Tomn1y became still 1nore disconcerted 

at this, and, being unable to conceal his· 

anger, ran out of the summer-hou~e, and 

,vandered very disconso1ate1v about the 
< ~ 

garden; equally surprised and vexed to 

find that he was now in a place ,vhere 

nobody felt any concern whether he ,vas 

pleasecl or the contrary. '\Vhen all tbe 

cherries were eat, li.ttle IIarry said, ""({ ou 

promised to be so, good as to hear me read 

when we had <lone working in the gar- . 

den; and if it is agreeable to you, I will 

now read the story of the Flies and the 

Ants. ,vith all my heart, said ~1r. Dar

low: remember to read it sh)\v1v and c.h.-... 
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tinctly> without hesitating, or p::·ononnc
jng the ~vo1 ds wrong; and be sure to read 
.it in such a 1nnnner as to shew that you 
i1ndcrstand it. f-Jarry then took np the 
book and read as follows: 

TH .E :FLlES J\:ND TlJE .Al-iTS. 

J N_ a corner .of a farmer's g:lrd en, there, 
once h~ppcnet1 to be a nest of 3nts, ,vLo, 
during all tbe fine we,'c.tber of the sum1ner, 
were employed all day long in drawin&,· 
J1ttle seeds. and -grains of corn into thcfr 
hoJe. ~J ear therm there happened to be a 
Led of flowers~ upon wh:ch a great quan
tity of Dies used to Le always sporting and 
1l~1mming ancl diverting themse1 ves by fly
ing frorn one flower to another. A littie 
boy, w bo was the farmer's son, used fre
quently to observe the differcn t em ploy
rnents of these ani1na1s; and, as he was 
very young and ignorant, he one day thus 
expressed himself :-Can any creature be 
so simple as these an ts? All day long 
they are working and toiling, instead of 

I 
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enjoying the fine \Veather, and diverting 

themselves like these flies, who are the 

11appiest creatures in the world.-Sorne 

time after he had made this observation, 

the weather grew extremely cold, the 

sun was scarcely seen to shine, and the 

nights were chill and frosty. The same 

little boy, walking tben in the garden 

with his father, did not see a single ant, 

but all the flies lay scattered up and down 

either dead or dying. As he ,vas very 

good-natured, he could not help pitying 

the unfortunate anirnr~1s, and asking, at 

the san1c time, v1hat had happened to the 

ants that he used to see in the same place? 

The father said, The Dies are all deJ.d, be

cause they ,vere careless ani111als, who 

gave thcrnsel\'es no trouble about 1aying 

up provisions, and were too idle to ,vork; 

but the ants, who ha Ye been busy all t11e 

summer, in pr~vic1ing for their main

tenance durjng the w1n~er, are all alive 

and \Ve1l; ;,.ncl :you will see then1 again) 

as soon as t}:e warm ,vcather returns. 

Very well, Harry, says I\ir, Barlow; 1ve 
c5 
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will nO'w take a wa1k. They accordin.61y 
rambled out into the fields, \Yhe re l\f r. 
Barlow made Ha,rry take notice of se\·eral 
kinds of plants, and told him· the names 
and nature of then1. At Ia.st, Harry, \vho 
had observed son1e very pretty purple ber- · 
nes upcn a plant that bore a purple flower 
and grew· in the hedges, brought them to 
Air. Barlow, and asked whether they were 
good to e~t. It is Yery lucky, said l\i.t:r. 
Barlow, young man, that you asked the· 
c1uestion before you put them in to your 
rnouth; for had you tasted them they 
,voulcl have given you violent pains in 
J our head and stomach, and perhaps have· 
killed you, a.::. they grow upon a p1a~t 
called nightshade, which is a. rank poison. 
Sir, says Harry, I take care never to eat 
an.v thing without kno\ring what it is; 
and I hope, if you will be so good as to 
continue to teach rnr, J. shall Yery soon 
know the names and qualities of all the 
herbs ,vl1ic}1 grow. 1\s they were return-
jng home, IJ~irry saw a v~ry Jarge bird, 
called a kite, upon the ground, who 
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seemed to ha\·e something in his claws, 

,vhich he was tearing to pieces. Harry, 

who knew him to be one of those raven

ous creatures which prey upon ot,hers, ran 

up to hi-m, shouting a-s loud as he could, 

and the bi.rd being frightened flew away, 

and left a ch1cken behi-nd him, very 111uch 

hurt indeed, but stiH alive. Look, sir, 

said Harry, if that cruel creature has not 

almost killed this poor chicken! see how 

he bleeds, and hangs· his wings !-I will 

put him into my bosom to i:ecover him; 

and carry him home, and· he shall have 

part of rny dinner every flay, till he is 

well, and able to· shift for himself. 

As soon a,s they came hon1e, the first 

care of little Harry was to put his \vound-· 

ed chicken into a basket with some fresh 

straw, some water, and some bread: after 

that :rvf r. Bar1ow and 11e went to dinner. 

In-the mean time, Tommy, who had been 

sku1king about all day, very 111ucb n1or

tified and uneasy, came in, and, being 

very hungry, was going to sit down to 

~he tab€ with the rest;• but 1Ir. Barlow 
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stopped him, and said; No, sir, as you 
are too n1uch a gentleman to work, we, 
,vho arc not so, do not chuse tct,vork for 
the idle. U pon' this, Tommy retired into 
a corner, crying as if his heart" \Vouid 
break, but more from grief than passion, 
as he began to perceive that nobody mind
ed his ill temper. But little 1-Iarry, who 
could not bear to see bis friend so un
lHippy, looked up half crying into l\Ir. 
lfarlow's face, and said, Pray, sir, may I 
do as .I please wj th my share of the din
·ner? Yes, to be sure, chi id. '\Vhy then, 
said he, getting up, 1 will give jt ali to 
poor TonP-i1y, that wants it more than I 
do. SayiT'g this, he gave it to him ashe 
sat in the corner; and Tommy took it, 
and thanked 11irn, without ever turning 
bis eyes fron1 off the ground. .I see, says 
l\,Jr. Barlow, that, though gentlemen are 
above being of any use themselves, tbey 
·are 11.ot above taking the bread that othe · 
people have been working hard for. .At 
this Tomn1y cried still Jnorc Litterly 
than before. 
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The next day Mr. Barlo,v and Harry 

\vent to work as before; but they had 

scarcely begun before Torn111y came to 

them, and desired that he might lrnve ,n1 

hoc too, which ~ir. Barlow gave hi1n: 

but as lie had never before learned to 

handle one, he was very awl-warcl in the 

use of it, and hit h1n1se1f several strokes 

upon t:1e legs. }\Ir. Ectr1ow then laid 

down his own spade, and shewed him 

1m v to hold and use it, by w bich means) 

in a very short time, he became very· 

expert, and worl~~ecl with the greatest 

pleasure. \Vhcn their work ·was over, 

they retired all three to the summer

house; and T01nrny felt the greatest joy 

imaginable when the fruit \Vas produced, 

rnd he was invited to t2.ke his share, 

which seemed to l in the n1ost delicious 

he had ever tasted, because working in 

the air had given him an appetite. As 

soon as they ba--l done eating; .. \.Ir. 13ar1ow 

took n p a book: 2.-nt· a keel Tern my \V lie-• 

thcr he would read them a stol'y out (',fit; 

but he, looktns a l1ttlc ashamed, sa1<l, he 
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had never learned to read. I am vety 
sorry for it, said l\f r. Barlow, because 
you lose a very great pleasure;- then 
Harry shall react to you. Harrv accord
ingly took up the book, ax:id read the fol-
1owing s-tory. 

THE GENTLE:i\1.AN AXD THE BASKE'r~ 

1\iIAK£H. 

THERE was, in a dis-tant JJart of the 
world,. a rich n'lan, who lived in a fine· 
house, and spent his whole time in eating,. 
drinking, sk:cping:, an<l amusing himself 
As he had a great many servants to wai-t 
upon him, who treated him with the 
greatest respect, and did whate,·er they 
were ordered, and as he had never been 

, taught the truth, or accustomed to hear 
it, he grew very proud, jnsolent, and ca.& 
pricious; in1agining that he had a right to 
command all the world, and that tbe poor 
were only born to serve and obey him. 
:Near this rich 1nan's house, ·there lived an 
luncst an.<l in<l nstrious poor man, w he 
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gainc<l his livelihood by n1aking little 
baskets out of dried reeds, ,vhich grew 

l1pon a piece of marshy ground close to-

his cottage. But though he \vas obligect 

to labour frmn n1orning to night, tf) earn 

food enough to support him, and though 

he selden1 fared better than upon dry 

bread, or rice, or pulse, and had no 

other bed than the remains of the rushes 

of which he made baskets, yet was he 

always happy, cheerful, and contented; 

for his labour gave him so good an appe-

tite that the coarsest fare appeared to 

h:m delicious, and he went to bed so tired 

that he would have slept soundly even 

upon the ground. Besides this, he was 

a good and Yirtuous man, hun1ane to 

every b~', honest in his dealings, always 

accuston1ed to speak the truth, and there

fore beloved and respected by all his 

neighbours. The rich 1nan, on the con

trary, though he lay upon the softest 

bed, yet could not sleep, because he had 

passed the day in idleness; and though the 

nicest dishes were presented to him, Jet 
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could be not eat with any ple:isure, be
cause lie ciin not wait till nature gave lii1n 
an apgetite, eor u_~e exercise, nor go iiito 
the open air. Besides this, a~ he was a. 
grc;.t slugg1rd and glutton, he was almost 
al ways i B; and, as he did good to no!Jody, 
he had 1:~) friends, and even his servants 
spoke ill of him behind his back, and all 
his neighbours, wlwrn he oppressed, 
hated llim. For the1,c re1sons, he was 
sullen, melancholy, and unhappy, ?D-d be
came displeased with all who appeared 
more chearfu l than himself: "\V hen he 
"\Vcls carried out in his palauquin, a kic.d 
of bed bol'nc upon the shoulders of men, 
.be fre•1 uen t1y passed by the cottage of the 
poor basket-maker, who was ahvays sit
ting at tLe door, and singiug as he wove 
the baskets. The rich man could not be
"hold this without anger-"\,·hat, sajd he, 
drnll a wretch, a peas:.nt, a low-born fd
low that weaves bulrushes for a scantv . 

v 

subsistence, be nlways happy and pleased, 
whjle I, that am a gentleman, pos.::est of 
rfrbes and power, and of more con.:e-

n 
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qucnce than a million of reptiles like him, 

am always 1nela11choly and discontented? 

-This reflection arose so often in his 

1nind, that at last he began to feel tne 

gre~test degree of hatred towards · the 

poor 1nan; and, as l;.e had never been ac

customed to conc~uer his own pc1ssions, 

lrnwever improper or unjust the.y n-:ight 

he, he at la.st determined to punish the 

basket maker, for being 1m Pl~ ier than him

,'elf. ,7i/ith this wicked design be one 

night gave otders to his servants, who 

did not dare to disob~y him, to set fire to 

the rushes \:hich surrounded the poor . 

n1an's house. As it was summer, and the 

weather it1 that cou11try is extremely hot, 

tbe fire soon snread over thew hole marsh, 
l. 

and not only consumed all the rushes, 

h 1t soon extended to the cottage itsclt: 

~rnd the poor man was obliged to run out 

almost naked, to save his life. ·You n1ay 

judge of his surprise and grief, ,vhen he 

found himself entirely dei)rived of his 

subsistence bv the wickcd11ess of his ., 

1'ich neighbour, whom he had never of-
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fended; Lut as.he \Vas unable to punish him 
for thi5 injustice1 he set out and walked 
on foot to the chief rn<!gistrate of that 
country, to w110m with many tears he told 
his pitiful case. The magistrate, who 
was a good and just man, immediately or
dered the rich man to be brought before 
him; and when he found that he could 
not deny the wickedness- of which he 
,vas accused, he thus spoke to the poor 
n1an :-.A.s this proud and wicked n1an 
has been puffed up from the opinion of his 
own irnportance, and attempted to com-
1nit the most scandalous injustice frorn 
his contempt of tbe poor, I am willing to 
teach him of how little value he i.s to any 
body, and how ,,ile and contemptible a 
creature he really is; Lut, for this purpose, 
it is necessary that you should consent 
to the plan I have formed, and go aiong 
with hin1 to the place whither I intend 
to send you both. 'I'he poor man said, 

• I ne,·er had much, but the little I once 
had is now lost by the mischievous dis
position. of this proud and oppressive 

h. 
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man: I am entirely ruined; I have no 

means left in the world of procuring r:ny

self a morsel of bread the next ti111e I a1n 

hungry: therefore I am ready to go 

wherever you please to send tne; and 

though I wonld not treat this n1an as he 

has treated me, yet should I rejoice to 

teach him 1nore justice and humanity, . 

and to prevent his injuring the poor a se

cond time. The magistrate then order

ed them both to be put on board a ship, 

and carried to a distant country, v.11ich 

was inhabited by a rude and savage kind 

of men, ,vho lived in huts, were stran .. 

gers to riches, and got their li,·ing by 

fishing. As soon as they were set on 

shore, the sailors left them as they 

bad been ordered, and the inhabitants 

of the country came round them in 

great numbers. The rich m2n, seeing 

himself thus exposed, without assistance 

or defence, in the midst of a barba

rous people, whose language he did not 

understand~ and in whose po\ver he was, 

began to cry and wring his hands in the 
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mo~t ab}ec t manner; 'but the poor man, 
who h~d been 8 l ways accustomed to bard
sbips and dau~~ers from his infancy, made 
s-igns to the people that he was their 
friend, an<l was willing to work for them, 
and be their servant. Upon this, the na
··ives made signs to them t}rnt they would 
do them no h1·rt, but ,votdd niake use of 
their assistance in fishi~1g and carrying 
·wood. Acco1 dingly, tbey led them boll1 
t.o a wood at some djstancc, and shewing
! bern several 1ogs, ordered thee.1 to t:ans-
port ·them to their calJins. They uoth 
immcdiatc_ly set about their tasks, anc! 
the poor mau, who ,vas str011;,; and 1.c-
. 1 I".l t"· 1 t1ve, very soo!1 .1ar 11111s 1ec ... 01s snare. 

~,vhilc the rich man, whose lirn bs were ten
der and delicate, and never accustomed 
to any kind of labour, had scarcdy done 
a quarter ~s rn uch. The savage:,, who 
were witnesses to this, lJegan to think 
that the basket-maker would prove very 
1.iseful to tLcm, an,d therefore presented 
him a large portion of fish, and several of 
their choice:t roots; while to the rich 

t. 
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n1an they ga,·e scarce1y enough to sup

port him, because they thought him ca

pable of being of very little service to 
them: however, as he had now fasted se
veral hours, he ate what they gave hin1 
,vith a better appetite than he had ever 

felt before at his own table. The next 
day they were set to work again, and as 

the basket-1naker had the same advantage 

over his compan1on, he was highly ca

ressed :ind well treated by the natjves; 
while they shewed every mark of cGn
ternpt towar<ls the other, whose delicate 

and luxurious habits had rendered him 

:very unfit for la-bour. The rich man 

now began to perceive, w~th ho\iv little 
reason he had before valued hin1 self, and 
despised h1s fellow-creatures; and an ac

cident which happened shortly after, 

tended to complete his mortification. 

It happened that one of the s::1vages had 

found something like a filJet, with which 

he adorned bis forehead, and seemed to 

thi11k himself extremely fine: the bas

ket-1naker, who had perceived this ap-
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pearance of vanity, pulled up some reed s.1 

and, sitting down to work, 111 a very 
short tin1e, finished a very elegant wreath, 
.which he placed upon the head of the 
first inhabitant he chanced to meet. This 
n1an was so pleased with his new acqui
sition, that he danced and capered forjoy, 
and ran away to seek the rest, who were 
all struck with astonishment at this new 
and elegant piece of finery. It was not 
long before another came to the basket 
maker, making signs that he wanted to 
be ornamented like his companion; and 
with such 'pleasure were these chaplet.; 
considered by the whole nation, that the 
basket-1naker ,vas released from his for-
111er drudgery, and continually employed 
1n weaving them. In return for the 
pleasure which he conferred upon them, 
the grateful savages brought hi1n every 
kind of food which their country afforded, 
built him an hut, and shewed him every 
demonstration of gratitude and kindness . 
But the. rich man, who posscst neither ta
lents to plea~e, nor strength to labour, was 
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"20ndemned to he the basket-n1aker's ser

vant, and cut hi1n reecb to supply the 

continual demand for chaplets. After 

having passe<l some months in this man

ner, they ·were again trans1}orted to their 

own country, hy the orders of the magis

trate, and brought before hin1. He then 

looked sternlyupon the rich man, and said, 

I-laving now taught you how helpless, 

contem pti blc, and feeble a creature you 

are, as well as how inferior to the n1an 

·you insulted, I shall proceed to n1ake re

p:nation to hi1n for the injury you have 

.inflicted upon him. Diel I treat you as 

you desc1Tc, I shou \d take fro1n you all 

the riches that you posse6s, as yon ,van

tonly deprived th is pClor man of his w l 1ole 

subsistence; but, hoping that you will be

come 1nore bumanc for the future, I sen

tence you to gi \·e half your fortune to 

this 1nan, whom you endeavoured to ruin. 

U pod this, the basket-maker said, after ~ 

thanking the magistrate for his good

·ness,-I, having been bred up in poverty, 

and accustomed. to labour, ha Ye no desire 
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to acquire riches, which I should not 
know ho\v to use: all, therefore, tha,t I 
require of this man, is to put me i~1to the 
same situation I ·was in before, a:.1d to 
learn more humanity. Tbe rich ma n 
could not help being aston:sbcd at this 
generosity; an<l, having acquired wisdom 
by his n1isfortunes, not only treated the 
basket-maker as a friend, during the rest 
of his life, but employed his ric1Jes in re-
1ieving the poor and benefiting bis fe11ow
(;reatures.-The story being ended, Tom
n1y said it was very pretry; but had he 
been the good basket-rnaker, be wor 1d 
have taken the naughty rich n1an's for
tune and kept it. So would not I, said 
:Harry, for fear of growing as proud, and 
,vjcke<l, and idle as the other. 

From this time forward, :i\Jr. Barlow an d 
his two little pupils used constantl.;1 to 
,vorki n their garden every n1orning, and, 
,vhen they were tired, they ~·etired to the 
sun1mer-house, ·where little Harry, who 

improved every day in reading, used to en
tertain then1 with some p1easant story r 
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other, which To1nmy always listened to 
with the greatest pleasure. But little 
liarry; going hon1e for a ,veek, Tomn1y 
and lvir. Barlow were left alone. The 
next day, after they had done work, and 
·were retired to the summe-r-house as 
usual, Tommy expected Mr. Barlow would
read to hin1, but to his great disappoint
n1ent, found that he was busy and could 
not. The next day the san1e accident was 
renewed, and the day after that. At tbis 
Ton1my lost all patience, and said to hi1n
se1f, Now if I could but read like I-Iarry 
Sandford, I shou l<l not need to ask any 
body to <lo it for me, and then I could di
vert myself: and why, thinks he, n1ay 
not I do ,vhat another has done? To be 
sure, little Harry is very clever, but he 
could not ha\'e read if he had not been. 
t aught; and if I am taught, I dare say, I 
.. ha111earn to read as well as he. "\Yell, 
!\s soon as ever he comes h01ne, I an1 <le. 
tern1ined to ask 11i m about i t..-The uex t • 
day, little liarry returned, and as soon ,15 

'1~ommy had an opportunity of beiug 
:0 
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alone ,vith hjm, Pray, I-Jarry, says Tom

rny, how came you to be able to read? 

1Nhy, 1'.Ir. Barlow taught me my letters, 

and then spelling, and then, by putting 

f<yllables together, I learned to reacl. 

Tnrnmy. And could not you shewrne 11 y 

letters, Harry? Yes, Yery willingly. Har

TJ_ then took up a book, and Tommy was 

so cager and at ten ti ve, that at the Ycry 

first lesson he learned the whole alpha

bet. Jf.e was infinitely pleased with this 

fi.rst experiment, and could scarcely for

bear running to l\.f r. Barlo\V to let him 

know the improvement he had made; but 

he thought he should surprise him n1ore, 

if he said nothing about the matter till he 

was able to read a whole story. He thei·e

fore applied himself \v ith such -diligence,

and Ii ttle I-Jarry, who spared no pains to 

assist his frtend, was so good a master, 

that in about two n1onths he determined 

to surprise Mr. Barlow with a display of 

his talents. Accordingly, one day, when 

they were all assembled in the smnmcr 

house, and the book was given to I-Iarry, 

J 
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Torn111_y stood up and said, that, if 1rfr. 
Barlow pleased, he would try to read. Oh! 
very willingly, said 2\lr. Barlo\v; but I 
should as soon ex:)ect you to be able to 
fly as to read. Tommy smiled \vi th a con
sc1ousI1css of his own proficiency, and 
._., 1-·111•>· ir) the book, read. with g-rer,t tu. l\. i::, • l , .__, 
f;:1ency, 

'fII E HISTORY 
0

0F THE T"\VO DOGS . . 
Ix a part of the world, where there are 

rnan_v strong :ind fierce \,·ild beasts, a poor 
man happened to bring up two puppies of 
hat kind which is most valued for size 

,
1.1Jd courage. As tbcy appeared to possess 
rnore than comn1on strength and agility, 
he thought that he should make an ac
ceptable present to his landlord, ·w ho \Vas 
a 1 ich man Ii ving in a gr~at c1 ty, by gi \-
ll~g him one of them, ·who \\ JS called 
.Jowl~r; while he brought up the other 

l 

named Kcercr, to guard his own flocks. 
J'rom this time, the manner of li\ 111g was 
entirely a1tcred bet\\ cen the lnothcr 
whelps. Jowler ·was sent into a plentiful 

D ~ 
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l-,.itchen, where he quickly became the fa ... 

vourite of all the servants, ,vho diverted 

themselves with his little tricks and Yvan

tongambols, and rewardedbi1n with great 

quantities of pot-liquor and broken vic

tuals; by which 1neans, as he was stuffing 

from morning till night, he increased con

siderably in sie:e, and grew sleek and 

comely. He was, indeed, rather unwieldy, 

and s-o cowardly, that he would run away 

from a dog ,vho was only half as big as 

himself. He was much addicted to glut

tony, and was often beaten for the thefts 

he c01nmittecl in the pantry; but as he 

had learned to fawn upon the footmen, 

and would stand upon his hind legs to 

beg, -...v hen he was ordered, and, besides 

this, would fetch and 
I 
carry, he was 

1nightily caressed by all their neighbour

hood. 
I(eeper, in the n1ean time, ,vho lived at 

a cottage in the country, neither fared so 

:well, looked so plump, nor had learned all 

these pretty little tricks to recomn1end 

him. But as his master was too poor to 

' t 
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-maintain• any thing but what was useful, 
and was obliged to be continually in the 

air, subject to all kinds of weather, and 
labouring hard for a livelihood, I{eeper 

grew hardy, active, and diligent: he was 
also exposed to continual danger from the 
wolves, from whom he had received n1any 
a severe bite, while he was guarding the 
flocks. These continual corn bats gave hin1 
that degree of intrepidity that no enemy 

could 111ake him turn his back. His care 
ancl assiduity so well defende<l the s11eep 
of his master, that not one had ever been 
111issing since they were placed under his 
protection. I-Iis honesty too was so great, 
that no temptation coul<loverpo,ver it; andi 
though he was left alone in the kitchen 
·while the meat was roasting, he never at
tempted to taste it, but received ,vith 
thankfulness whatever his master chose 
to give him. From a continual life in the 
air, he was Lecome so hardy that no te1n
pest could drive him to shelter, when he 

ought to be employed in watching the 
flocks ; and he would plunge into tbemo.::t 
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rap1<J ri ·er, in the coldest weather of tlie 
winter, Jt tlle slightest sign fron1 hi~ 
1na-ster. 

J~bout this tiffc, it happened that the 
landlorJ of the poor man \,·rn t to examine 
·his estate in the coti!"ltry, and brougbc 
J owler y,,-j th hi ·11 to the ph.ce of his birth. 
At bis ani\·,tl there, he cou.d not help 
viewing ,vitb great contempt the rough, 
Tagged appearance of Keeper, and hi~ 
awkward loe,k, which c~~scoverecl nothing 
of the address for which he so niu<:h ad
rnir(:d Jo,v1er. Thisopinion, however, \\:?.S 

altered by rneans of 211 2-cc;dcnt ,rhich 
han1>ened to h1m. As he wc1s one da,· waik-l 

• 

jno· 111 a thick wood, wit1 no other com-,'.".) 

pany than the t\,·o dohs, an hungry woll~ 
with eyes that sparkled l1ke n re, Lri ·r-
1ing hair, and an horrid snarl that made 
the gen tlcman tremble, rushed out of a 
neighbouring thicket, and seemed ready 
to cl(vour hin1. T'he unfortunate man ga,·e 
l1imself over for lost, more especially 
when he .:aw that his faithful Jowler, in
stead of coming to his assistance, ra .. n 



SA XDFORD AND ::\IERTON'. 79 

s11eaking away, \V1 th his tail between his 

frgs, howling with fear. Bt~t in this mo

ment oi despair, the undaunted K.eeper, 

who had followed him humble an<l unob

served, at a distance, flew to his assist

ance, and attacked the wolf with so much 

courage and skill, that he was compelled 

to exert all his strength in his own de

fence. The battle was long and bloody~ 

bnt in the encl Keeper laid the ,rolf dead 

at his feet, though not without receivi11g 

sc\·er;il se•;ere ,\·ounds himself, and prc

sen ting a bloody and mangled spectacle 

to the eyes of his maiter, who came up 

at that instant. The gentleman w:is filled 

· with joy for his csca pe, and gra.ti tude to 

his v'.llict:it deliverer; and learned by his 

own experience that appearances arc net 

al ways to be tru£ted, and that great vir:

tues and good dispositionsr113.y sometimes 

be found in cottages, ,vhile they are to

ta1ly wan ting among the great. 

"\T cry well indccc1, savs }Ir. Barlo\v. I 
V ~ 

find that vr·hen young gentlemen chuse to 

take pains, they can do things aln1ost as 
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well as other people. But what do you say 
to the story you have been reading, Tom
my? \Vould you rather have owned the 

-genteel dog that left his master to be de
voured, or the poor, rough, ragged, mea
gre, neglected ctw, that exposed his own 
life in his defence? Indeed, sff, says 
Tommy, I would rather have.had I{ecper; 
but then I would have fed him, and 
,vashed him, and combed him, till he had 

Jooked as well as Jow ler. But then per
haps he would have grown idle, and fat, 
and cowardly, like him, says l\Ir. Barlow: 
bot here is some more of it; Jet us read 
the end of the story. Tommy then went 
on thus: 

The gentleman was so pleased with tbc 
noble behaviour of R.eeper, that be de
·sired the poor man to make him a pre
sent of the <log, which, though with some 
reluctance, he complied with. I(ccper 
,vas therefore taken to the city, lvhcre he 
,vas caressed and fed by every body, ancl 
the disgraced Jowler was ]cft at the cot
tuge, with strict inju11ctions to the man 

to 
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to hang hi1n up, as a ,vorthless, unprofit-

able cur. · 

1\s soon as the gen tlen1an had departed, 

the poor n1an ,vas going to execute h1s 

commission; but considering tbe noble 

size and come1 y loo!t of the dog, and, 

above all, being moved with pity for the 

poor animal, who wagged his tail, and 

licked his new master's feet, just as he 

was putting the cord about his neck, he 

determined to spare his life, and s-ee 

whether a different tre::i.tment might not 
produce different n1anners. From this 

day, J owler was in every respect treated 

as his brother I(eeper had been before. 

Ile was fed but scantily, and from tbis 
spare diet soon grew n1ore active and 

fond of exercise. The first sho\ver he was 

in, he ran away as he had been accus

comed to do, and sneaked to the fire-side; 

hut the farmer's vvife soon drove him out 

of doors, and compelled hi1n to bear the 

rigour of the weather. In consequence of 

this, he daily became n1ore vigorous and 

hardy, a11cl, in a few n1on ths, regarded 
D 5 
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cold and rain no n1ore than if he had 
been brought up in the country. Changed 
as he already was in n1any respects for 
the better, he stilt retained an insur-
1nountable dread of wild beasts, till one 
day, as he ·was wandering through a wood . 
alone, he was attacked by a large and 
iierce wolf, who, jumping ou!: of a thick
et, seized him by the neck with fury. 
.Towler would fain haYe run, but his ene
n1y was too swift and violent to suffer bim 
to escape. Necessity 111akes even cowards 
Lrave. Jowler, being thus stopped in his 
retreat, turned upon his enemy, and, Yery 
1uck11y seizing him by the throat, strang-
l d him jn an instant. Bis master then 
corning up, and bejng witness of his ex
nloit, praised him, and stroked him with 
a degree of fondness he had never don<? 
before. Animated by this ,·ictory, and by 
the approbation of bjs master, Jo,vler, 
from that time, became as brave as he 
h~d before been pusillanimous; and there 
was very soon no dog in the country _who 
was so great a terror to.beasts of pr~y.-

.. 
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In , the n1ean time, K.eeper, instead of 

hunting wild beasts, or looking after 

sheep, did nothing bn teat and sleep, which 

he was permitted to do fron1 a remem

brance of his past services. As all qua1i

ties both of m1nd and body are lost, if 

not continua11y exercised, he soon ceased 

to be that hardy, courageous, enterprising 

animal he was before, and acquired all 

the faults which are the consequences of 

idleness and gluttony. About this time, 

the e:entleman went aftain into the coun-
u 0 

try, and carrying his dog witb him, was 

willing that he shou1d exercise his prow

ess once 1nore against his ancient enem~es 

the ,volves. Accordingly, the country 

people having quickly found one, in a 

neighbouring wood, the gentleman lVent 

thither with E.eeper, expecting to see 

hi 111 behave as he had done the year be

fore. But llow great was l1is surprise, 

when, at the first onset, he saw his be

Joyed dog run away with every mark of 

timidity? At this 1noment a;1otbcr dog 

sprang forward, anll seizing the ,volfwith 
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the greatest intrepidity, after a bloody 
co 11test, left him dead upon the ground. 
The gentleman could not help lamenting 
the cowardice of his favourite} and ad
miring the noble spirit of the other dog, 
·whom, to his infinite surprise, he found 
to be the same Jow1er whom he had dis
carded the year before. I now see, said 
he to the farmer, that it is in vain to ex
pect courage in those who live a life of 
jndo1ence and repose; and that constant 
exercise and proper discipline are fre: 

. quently able to change contemptible cba
Jacters into good ones. 

Indeed, says 1\Jr. Barlow, ,vl1cn the 
· story was ended, I a111 sincerely glad to 
find that Ton1rny has made this acquisi-, 
tion; He will now depend upon nobody, 
but be able to divert himself whenever 
l1e pleases. All that has ever been written 
in our o,vn language will be' from this 

· time in his power ; whether be chuses to 
read little entertaining stories like w bat 

·-,ve have heard to•day, or to read the ac
tions of great and good men in history, 

n 
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or to n1akc himself acquainted \Vith the 

lature of wild beasts and birds, which are 

found in other countries, and be.!m haYe 

described in books: in short, I ~know
1 

of 

scarcely any thing which from this n10-
1 

ment will not be in his power; and I do 

not despair of one day seeing hin1 a very 

·sensible n1an, capable of teaching an<l in-

"tructing other8. 
Yes, says Tommy, something elated by 

2-ll this praise, I an1 determined no\V to 

n1ake myself as cle\'er as any body; and 

T <lon't doubt, though I an1 such a litt1e 

f ello.,v, that I know n1ore already than 

many grown-up people; and I am sure, 

'though there are no less than six blacks 

in our house, that there is not one of 

them who can read a story like 1ne. 

1\1Ir. Barlow looked a little grave at this 

sudden display of vanity, and said rathe1 

coolly, Pray, who has attempted to teach 

the111 any thing? Nobody, I believe, said 

Tommy. \Vhere is the great ,von<ler 

i:hen, if they are ignorant? replied 1\fr. 

B:nlo'N. ·You ,vou1d probably have never 
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known any thing, bad you not been as

sisted; and even now you know very 

1. . 1 1lt.c. 
In this manner did l\Jr. Dar1uw begin 

the education of Tommy l\ferton, who 

had natura.lly very good dispositions, al

though he had been suffered to acquire 

n1any bad habits, that sometimes prevent

ed them from appcariLg. Ile was, par

ticula1 ly very passionate, and thought he 

had a right to comma,1d every body th~~t 

was :1ot d re~sed as fine as himself. 'I'his 

opinion often 1ed him into inconveniences, 

and once was the occasion of his being 

,·ery se,·erely n101tified. This accident 

happened in the following manner: One 

day, as Tommy was striking a ball with 

bis bat, he struck it over an hedge, into 
an adjoining fie 1d, a11d see mg a ]j t t le 

ragged boy walking along on that side, 
he 01 dered him, in a very peremptory 
tone, to bring it to him. The little Loy, 
without taking any notice of what was 
said, walked on: and left the ball; upo2 

which Tommy callul out more loudly 

' • 
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than before, and asked if he did not hear 

"·bat was said? Yes, said the boy, for the 

111atter of that, I am not deaf. Oh! artt 

you not, replied Tommy; then bring me 

rny ball directly. I don't chuse it, said 

the boy. Sirrah, said Tommy, if I come 

to you, I shall 111ake you chuse it. Per

haps not, said the boy, my pretty little 

111astcr. l'" ou little rascal, s2.id, To1nmy, 

who now bco-an to be verv anoTv if I 
b J b VJ 

come oycr the hedge, I will thrash you 

within an inch of vour life. 'I'o this the 
v 

other made no answer, but by a 1oud 

laugh, which provoked Tommy so much> 

that be clambered o\·er the hedge, and 

jumped precipitately down, intending to 

haYe lcape.d into the field; but nnfortu-

11ately h1::; foot slipped, and down he roll

ed into a wet ditch, which was full of 

mud and water. There poor To111my 

tumbled about for some time, endeavour-, . ' 

ing to get out, but it was to no purpose; 

for his feet stuck in the n1ud, or slipped off 

from the bank: his fine waistcoat was dir--
tied all over, his ,vhite stocl-..ings c0Ye 1-i::cl 
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with mire, his breeches filled \Vith puddle 
,vater. 'I'o a<ld to his distress, he first 
lost one shoe, and then the other; his 
laced hat tumbied off from his head, and 
was completely spoiled. In this distress 
he must probably have remained a consi
derable time, had not the little ragged 
boy taken pity on him, and helped hin1 
out. 'I'omn1y was so \·exed and ashamed, 
that he could not say a word, but ran 
home in such a dirty plight, that l\iir. Bar
low, ·who happened to nJeet him, was 
afraid 1

1e had been considerably hurt; 
'V heu he heard the accident \V hicnhad 
h3.ppened he could not help s1njling, 
and he alh·ised Tommy to be more care
ful for the future, how he attempted to 
thr,1sh little ragged boys. 

The next day, ~1r. Barlow desired 1-far
ry, when they were all together in the 
arbour, to read the following story of 

ANDROCLES AND THE LJOX. 

':'HERE was a certain sJave named An 

'l, 
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drocles, who was so ill treated by his 

master, that his life became insupporta

lJle. finding no rc1necly for what he suf

fered, he at length said to himself: It is 

Letter to die, than to continue to live in 

snch hardships and misery as I arn oblig

ed to suffer. I ain detennined therefore 

to run away from my master. If I a1n 

taken again, I know that I shall be pun

ished with a cruel death; but it is better 

'to die at once, than to live in misery. If 

I escape, I n1ust betake 1nyself to deserts 

·nnd woods, inhabited only by wild beasts; 

but they cannot use n1e n1ore cruelly than 

I have been used by my fellow-creatures; 

therefore I ,vill rather trust 111yself to 

them, than continue to be a miserable 

s1a ve. 

I-laving formc<l his resolution, he took 

an opportunity of leaving his master's 

house, and hid hin1sclf in a thick forest 

which was at some miles distance fro1n 

the city. But here the unhappy n1an 

found that he had only escaped from one 

1:ind of n11sery to experience another. 
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1Ie ,,·andered about all day through a ,·ast 
and trackless wood, where his fle~h was 
continually torn by thorns and brambles; 
he grew hungry, but con Id find no food jn 
thjs <ireary solitude; at length l1e was 
re2 .. dy to die with fo.tigue, and lay down 
in despair in a large cavern which he 
found by accident. 

l)oor man, s:iid IIarry, whose Ii ttle 
}icart could scarcely contain itself at thi$ 
liiournful recital, I wish I could hlrve 
1~1et with him; I would have given him 
a11 my dinner, and he should have had my 
bed. But pray, sir, te11 me why docs one 
rnan behave so cruelly to another, and why 
should one person be the servant of ano
ther, and to bear so much ill treatment? 
1\s to that, said Tommy, some foiks are 
born gentlemen, and then they must corn-
1nand others; and some are born ser
vants, and then they must do as they arc 
bid. I remember before I came hither, 
that there we. re a great 1nany black men 
and women, that my mother said were 
tJnly born to wait upon me, and I used 

·111 
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to beat them, and kick them, and throw 

things at them, '.Vbencvcr [ ,vas ang ry, 

and they ne\·er dared strike 1ne again, 

beca.use they were slan:·s. And pray, 

young man, said l\iir. Barlow, how came 

these people to he slaves? T. Because my 
Ltther bought them with his money. l\lr. 
B. So then, people that are bought with 
n1oney are skYes, arc they? T. Y cs. ~.fr. 
D. And those that buy them have a right 

to kick them, and beat thn11, and do as 

they please with them? 'T. Yes. J\fr. B. 

Then, if I was to take you and sell you 

to Farmer Sandford, lie would ha\·e a 

right to <lo what he pleased with you. 

No, sir, sai(l '{ommy something warmly; 

hut you would haYe no right to sell me, 

uor he to bny me. 1\-Ir. D. Then it is 

not a person ·s being bought or ·sold that 

gi \·cs another a right to use him ill; but 

one person's having a right to ~ell ano

ther, a 11 cl the 111 an who buys having a 

right to purchJ.sc. T. ''f es, sir. }.Ir. B. 
And what right ha\'C the people who sold 

the poor ne:gror~ to your father, to ~e:l' 
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them? or what right has your father to 
,buy the1n? Here Tommy seemed to be 
a good deal puzzled; but at length he 
said, They are brought from a country 
that is a great way off, in ships, and so 
-tl1ey become slaves. Then, said 1-Ir. Bar
lo,v, if I take you to another country, in 
u ship, I shall ha,·e a right to sell you? 

. T. No, but you ,von't, sir, because I was 
born a gentleman. I\Ir. B. ,vhat do you 
n1ean by that, Tommy? \Yhy, saiJ Tom• 
niy, a little confounded, to have a fine 

• house, and fine clothes, and a coach, and 
a great deal of money, as my papa has. 
l\Ir. B. Then if you were no longer to 
-have a fine house, nor fine clothes, nor a 
a great deal of money, somebody that had 
all these things n1ight make you a sla,·e, 
and use you ill, and beat you, and insult 
you, and do whatever he liked with you. 
T. No, sir, that \\'ould not be rigb t nei
ther, that any person should use me ill. 
l\Ir. B. Then one person should not use 
another ill. T. 1. ... o, sir. l\1r. R. To make 
a slave of any body is to use him ill, is it. 
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not? T. I think so. J.\,1r .. B. Then no one 

ought to make a slave of you. T. No 

indeed, sir. l\1r. B. But if no one should 

use another iIC and making a slave of a 

person is using hitn ill, neither ought you 

to make a slave of any one else. T. In

deed, sir, I think not; and for the future 

I will never use our black vVilliam ill; 

nor pinch him, nor kick him 1 as I used 

to do. Then you will be a very good 

boy, said l\I r. Barlow .-But let us 110\v 

continue our story. 

This unfortunate n1an had not lain long 

quiet in the cavern, before he heard a 

<lreadful noise, ,vhich seemed to be the 

roar of son1e ,vilcl beast, and terrified 

hin1 very much. I-le started up ,vith a 

design to escape, and had already reach

ed the mouth of the cave, when he sa\v 

coming towards him a lion of prodigious 

size, who prevented any possibility of 

retreat. The unfortunate n1an now be

lieved his destruction to he inevitable; 

but, to his great astoNishment, the beast 

ad vanccd towards him with a gentle pace, 
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without any mark of enmity or rage, and 
uttered a kind of 1nournful Yo ice, as if he 
demanded the ass is tan ce of the man. .An
drocles, who ,vas naturall.v of a resolute 
disposition, acquired courage from this 

- circumstance to examine his monstrous 
guest, who gave him sufficient leisure for 
that purpose. Ile saw, as tbe lion ap
proached him, that he seemell to limp 
upon one of Lis legs, and that the foot 
was extremely s\velled, as if it h~d b~en 
\Vounc1ed. Acq liring .still more fortitude 
from tlie gentle de11e2nour of the beast, 
he advanced np to him, and took hold 
of the wounded pa,·:, as rr surgeon "·otdd 
examine his patient. lie tLen perceived 
that a thorn of uncommon size 11::,d pcne
tra ted the ba1 l of the 1 oot, a nrl was the 
occasion of the swe ling anll larnene:;s 
which he had observed. Androclcs found 
that the beast, far from resenting his fa-
111iliarity, received it with the gre:.itest 
gentleness, and seemed to invite bin1 by 
his blandishrne11ts to proceed. He there
fore extracted the thorn, a1.d prc'ssing the 
swelling, discha1gecl a considerable q uan-
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tity of matter, which had been the cause 

of so much pain and uneasiness. As soou 

as the beast felt himself thus relie\·ed, he 

began to testi(y his joy and gratitude, 

by every expression within his po\ver. 

llc jumped about like a Yvanton spanieJ, 

wagged his eno{mons tail, and licked 

the feet and bands of h1s physician. Nor 

was he contented with these drrnon

sti'ations of kindness; from this mo:ner:t 

Androclcs became his guest. nor did the 

lion ever sally forth in quest of prey with
out bringing home the produce ofhis chace, 

and sharing it with his friend. l n this 

savage state of hospita1ity, did Lhe 1nan 

continue to live during the space of seve

ral 1nonths. At length, wandering un-: 

guardedly through the woods, be n1et 

,vith a company of soldiers sent out to 
apprehend him, and was by them taken 

prisoner, and conducted Lack to his mas-

ter. The laws of that country being very 

se\rere against slaves, he was tried .and 

'found guilty of haYing fled from his mas-: 

te.r, .and, as_ a punishme1lt for thi.s pre: 
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tended crime, he was sentenced to he 

torn in pieces by a furious lion, kept 

rnany days without food, to inspire him. 

with additional rage. 

\Vhen the destined 1noment arrived: 

the unhappy man was exposed unarmed, 

in the midst of a spacious area, inclosed 

on every side, round which n1any thou

sand people were assembled to view the 

1nournful spectacle. Presently a dread

ful yell ,vas heard, which struck the 

spectators with horror, and a monstrous 

lion rushed out of a den, which was pur

posely set open, . and rusbed forward with 

erected mane, and naming eyes, and jaws 

that gaped like an open sepulchre. A 

' mournful silence instantly prevailed! All 

eyes were turned upon the destined vic

tim, ,vhose destruction now appeared in

evitable. But the pity of the multitude 

-was soon converted into astonishment, 

when they beheld the ]ion, instead of 

destroying his defenceless prey, couch 

submissively at his feet, fawn upon him 

as a. faithful dog would do upon his mas-:-

f ., 
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ter, and rejoice O\'Cr him as a mother that 
unexpectedly recovers her offspring. The 
go,·crnor of the town, ,vho ,vas present, 
then called out v.rith a loud voice, and 
ordered An<lrocles to explain to then1 this 
unintelligible n1ystery; and how a savage 
of the fiercest and 1nost unpitying nature 
should thus in a moment have forgotten 
his innate disposition, and be converted 
into an harmless and inoffensive animal. 
Androcles then related to the assembly 
c,·cry circumstance of his adventures in 
the woods, and concluded by saying, that 
the very lion which now stood before 
them, had been his friend and entertainer 
in the woods. All the persons present 
were astonished and delighted with the 
story, to find that even the fiercest beasts 
are capable of being softened by grati
tude, and n1ovecl by humanity; and they 
unanimously joined to en treat for the 
pardon of the unhappy n1an from the 
p;oYernor of the p1ace. This was imme
Uiately granted to him; and he was also 

VOL, I . l., 
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pre_,ented with the lion, who ha<l .iL ths 

urnnner twice saved the life of-.Androcles. 

, lT pon 1ny \\·ord, said Tommy, this is a 

,·ery pretty story : but I never should 

have thought that a lion could have 

grown so tame; I thought that they, and 

tigers, and wolves, had been so fierce and 

cruel, ~that they had torn every thing they 

met to pieces. 
,vhen they are hungry, said 1\Ir. Bar7 

low, they kill every anin1al they n1ect; 

hut this is to devour it; for tbey can 

only live upon flesh, like dogs and cats, 

nnd n1any other kinds of animals. ,vhen 

they are not hungry, they seldom med

dle with any thing, or do unnecessary 

1nischief; therefore they are much less 

cruel than many persons that I have seen, 

and even than many children, who plague 

and torment animals, without any reasons 

,vhatsoever. 
Indeed, sir, said Harry, I think ~o

And I remember, as I was ,valking along 

the road, some days past, I saw a little 

,, 
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naughty Loy, tl~at used a poor jack-ass 
Yery ill indeed. The poor animal \\'<!S so 
laine that he could hardly stir, and yet 
the boy beat him, with a great stick, as 
violent1y as he was able, to make him go 
on faster .. And what did you say to him? 
said l\Ir: Barlow. H. \Vhy, sir, I told him, • 
how naughty and cruel it was; and I 
asked him, how he would like to be beat
en in that n1anncr l>y son1e body that was 
stronger than himself? J.\,Ir. B. And what 
ans\ver did he n1ake you ? I-I. He said, 
that :twas his daddy's ass, and so that 
he hacl a right to beat it; and that if I 
said a word more he \Vould beat me. l\I r. 
B. And what answer did you make; any? 
H. I told him, if it was his father's ass, 
he should not use it ill; for tbat \\'e were 
all God's creatures► and that we should 
love each other, as he loved us all-and 
that as to beating me, if he struck me, I 
hacl a right to strike him again, and 
would do it, though be was almost as big 
again as I was. l\11 r. B .. And did he strike 
you? fl. Y ~s, sir. He endeavoured to 

Fi 2 
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strike 1ne upon the hea<l with his stick1 

but I dodged, and so it fell upon my 

shoulder; and he ,ras going to strike me 

again, but I darted at h:m, and knocked 

him clown, and then he began bluuber

i11g, and begged me not to hurt him. ::\Ir. 

• B. It i!i not uncon1mon for those who 

are n1ost cruel to be at the same time 

1110s t cowardly : but what did you? H. 
Sir, I told him, I cliclnot want to hurt 

him; but that, as he had meddled with 

me, I would not let him rise till he had 

promised me not to hurt the poor beast 

auy more, which he did, and then I let 

him go about his business .. 

l~ ou di<l \·ery right, said nf r. Barlo\v; 

and I suppose tl1 e b,)y looked as foolish, 

when he wa~ r1:,iu~:, as Tommy. did the 
'-- . 

other day, when the little ragged boy, 

that he w.as going to beat, helped him 

out of the ditcl1. Sir, answered Tomrnv, 
" 

a little confused, I shonld not ha,·e at-

tempted to beat him, only he would not 

bring me my bal I. 1\1 r. B. And what 

. ight had you to oblige hin1 to bring 

\' 
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your ball? T. Sir, he was a little ragged 

boy, and I am a gentleman. Mr. B. So 

then, every gentleman has a right to com-

1nand little ragged boys. T. To be sure, 

sir. l\Ir. B. Then, if your clothes should 

,rear out and become ragged, e,,c-ry gen

tleman will bave a right to command you . 

Tom my looked a little foolish, an<l said, 

But he might have done it, as he was on 

that side of the hedge. l\Jr. B. And sP 

he probably won kl have done, if you had 

asked him civilly to do it; but \\'hen per

sons speak in an haughty tone, they will 
find few inclined to sen·e them.-But a~ 

the boy was poor and ragged, I suppose yott 

hired him with money to fetch your baH 

T. Indeed, sir, I did not ; I nei thcr ga \'e 

him any thing, nor offered him any thing. 

i\ifr. B. Probably you had nothing to give 

him. T. Yes I had though-I had all 

this n1oney (pulling out several shil

lings.) l\lr. B. Perhaps the boy ,vas a s 

rich as you. T . No, he was not, sir, I 

ft ll1 ~ure; for he ha<l no coat, and his 

...,,.,.aistcoat and breeches were all tattcre~l 
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and ragged: besides, he had no stock

_:mgs, and his shoes were full of holes . 

11r. B. So, now I see what constitutes a 
g-entlernan---A gentle1nan js one, that, 
when he ha3 abundance of every thing~ 

keeps it all to himself; beats poor people 

if they don't serve him for nothing; and~ 
,Yhen they have done him the greatest 
favour, in spite of his inso1ence, never 
feels any gratitude, or does them any 
good in retnrn. I find that Anclrocles's 
Eon was no gentleman. 

Tommy was so affected with this re
buke, that he could hardly contain his 
tears, and, as he was really a boy of age-
11_erous temper, he determined to gi·ve the 
litt1e ragged l:Joy something the very first 
time he should sec him agJin. Ile did 

,not long wait for an opportunity; for, as 
J1e was walking out that very afternoon, 

l1e saw him at some ctistance gathering 
black-berries, and guing up to him, ~he 
accosted him thus: Little boy, I want to 
know whv '-'OU are so rao- 0 ·ed · have YOU 

,J J :::,t, ' •' 

110 other clothes? X o, indeed, said the 

" 
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boy ; I have seven brothers and sisters, 

and they are all as ragged as n1yself: but 

1 should not 111 uch mind that, if I could 

ha\·e my belly full of victuals. T. And 

\Vhy cannot you ha\·e your belly full of 

Yictuals? Little Boy. Because daddy's ill 

of a fever, and can't work this harvest; 

so that mammy says we must all starve, 

if God .Almighty does not take care of us. 

Tommy 111ade 110 ansvier, but ran full 

speed to the house, whence he present.y 

returned, loaded with a loaf of brcadj 

and a complete suit of his own clothes, 

I-Jere, little boy, said be, you ,rere very 

good natured to 111e, and so I will give 

you. all this, because I am a gentleman, 

and ha,·e 111any more. Nothing could 

equal the joy which appeared in the boy's 

countenance at receiving this present, 

excepting what Tommy himself felt the 

first time at the idea of doing a ·gene

rous anc.l g"ratcful action. . He strutted 

away without waiting for the little boy 's 

ackno,vledgments, and happening to 

n1eet l\Ir. Darlow, as he was returnrng 
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home, to1c1 him, with an air of exu1ta
t10n, what he had done. l\ir. Barlow 

coldly answered, You have done very 
well in giving t11e little boy clothes, be~ 

cause they are your own: but ,vha.t right 

have you to give away my loaf of bread 

without asking my consent? T. \Yhy, 
sir, I did it because the Ii ttle boy said lie 
was very hungry, aud had seven brothers 
and sisters, and that ])is father was ill, 

and could not work. l\Jr. B. This is a 

~·ery good reason why you should give 
~hem what be longs to ) ourself; but not 
why you should gi \'e away what is ano
ther's. ,vhat wonld you say, if Harry 

were to give away all your clothes with• 

out asking your leave? 'I'. I should not 

like it at all; and I will not giYe away 
your things any more without asking 
your leaYe. You will do ,relJ, said l\lr. , 
Barlow; and bere is a little story you 

nrny read upon this very subject. 

THE STOllY OF CYH.US. 

CYRUS was a litt~,e boy of Yery gooc.l 
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dispositions, and a Yery humane temper. 
11 e bacl several masters that enclea\'OU rec:i 
to teach hi111 every thing that was good; 
and he was educated with several little 
boys about bis own age. One evening, 
his father asked hin1 what he bad done, 
or learned that day. Sir, said Cyrus, I 
was punished to-day for deciding unju$t
ly. IIow so? said his father. Cyrus. 
There were two boys, one of whom was 
a great, and the other a little boy. K ow 
it ha ppcned that the little boy had a coat 
that was much too big for him~ but the 
great boy had one that scarcely reached 
below his 111i•ddle, and was too tight for 
him in every part; upon which the great 
boy proposed to the little boy to change 
coats with him, because then, said he, we 
~hall be both exactly fitted ; for yot ~ 

coat is as 111uch too big for you, as mine 
is too 1ittle for me. The little boy would 
not consent to the proposal~ upon \\'hid~ 
the great boy took his coat a way by 

. force, and ga Ye his own to the little ooy 
in exchange. \\'bile they were disputing 

E 5 
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upon this subject, I chanced to pass by, 

and they agreed t~ make me judge of the 

affair. But I dcciclecl that the little boy 

should keep the little coat, and the great 

boy the great one, for which judgment 

1ny master punished me. Vihy so? said 

Cyrus's father; was not , the little coat 

.nwst proper for the little boy, and the 

large coat for tbe grent boy) -{es, sir> an

swered Cyrus; but my master to:d me I 

was r~t niade judge to exarn1ne ,vh1ch 

·coat best titted either of the boys, bt~t to 

decide whether it was just that the great 

·boy should take a,vay the coat of the Ii ttlc 

one against his consent; ~L11d therefore I 

aecided. unjustly, and deserved to be 

punisLed. 
Just as the story was finished they were . 

surprised to see a little ragged boy come 

•runuing up to them, with a bundle of 

clothes under his ann: his eyes were 

black as if he had been severely beaten, 

his nose was swelled, his shirt was bloody, 

a.nd his waistcoat did but jnst haug upon 

his back, so much,vas it torn. He came 

L 
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running· up to Tornmy, and threw down 

the bundle before him, saying, Here, 

n1aster, take your clothes again, and I 

,vish that they had been at the botto1n 

of the ditch I pulled you out of, in

stead of upon 1ny back;-but I never will 

put such frippery on again as long as I 

ha\·c breath in my body. vVhat is the 

matter, said l\Ir. Barlow, who perceived 

that s01ne unfortunate accident had hap" 

pcned ju consequence of !fommy's pre

sent? Sir, answered the little boy, my 

little mas.ter here was going to beat 1ne, 

because I would not fetch his ball. N O\V, 

as to the matter of that, I ·would have 

brought his ball with all my heart, ifhe 

ha(l but a5ked me civilly. But though I 

am poor1 I am not bound to be his slave, 

as they. say black ,villiam is, and so I 

would not: upon which little master here 
was jumping over the hedge to lick n1e, 

but instead of that, he soused into the 

ditch, and there he lay rolling about till 

1 helped hin1 out. And so he gave me 

~-hesc clothes here, all out of good will, 
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and I put them on, like a fool as I was; I 
for they are all made of silk, and look so 
fine that a· 1 the li tt1c boys followed me, 
and hallooed as I went, and Jack Dowset 
t brew a handful of dirt at me, and dir-
tied n1e all over. Oh! says I, Jackey, arc 
you at that work?-,111d witb thc1t l hit 
him a punch in the belly, anJ sent l1im 
ro:inng away. But Bill\' Gibson and 

,Ned Kelly came L~p, and said I looked 

like a Frenchman: and so we began fight
ing, and I l>eat them till they both gaYe 

out; but I don 't cli use to be hal looed af
ter \\ bcren.' r I go, and to look like ,1 

Frenchwan, a!1d so I have Grought ma'>
tcr his clothes again. 

l\Ir. Barlvw asked the little Loy where 
his father li\'C:d; and he told him that his 
father lived about two rnilcs ofr: across 
the common, and at tlie encl of Runny 
Lane; upon which :\lr. Barlow told llar-
ry that he wou Id ~eD'l the poor man some 
broth and victu~ls, if .he would carry. it 
when it was read-.. That I will. says 

.. f ,I I) 

Harry, if it were fi v·e times as f~r: so I\Ir. 
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Barlow went 1nto the house to g1,·e or

ders ahou tit. In the mean time, Torn my, 
who had eyed the Ii ttle boy for some 

time iu silence, said, So, my poor boy, 
you have been beaten and hurt till you 

c .. re all over bloody, only because I ga,·e 

you rn y clothes; I am real] y -rery sorry 
for it. Thank you, little master, said 

the boy, but it can;t be helped; you clid 

11ot intend me any hurt I know, and I 
am not such a chicken as to mind a beat

ing: so I wish yon a good afternoon with 

all my heart.-As soon as the little boy 

was gone, Tommy s:11d, I wish I had but 

some clothes that the poor boy could 

wear, for he seen1s Yery good-natured; 

I would gi,·e then1 to him. That you 

may very easily have, said 1Iarry; f<n 
there is a shop in the ,illage hard by, 
where they sell all manner of clothes for 

the poor people; and, as you have money, 
you may easily buy some. 

Harry and Tommy then agi e~d to go 
early the next n1orning to buy sc ,ue 

~lothes for the poor children. They ac-
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conlingly set out before breakfast, and 

had proceeded near half way, \d1en they 

heard the noise of a pack of hounds that 
seemed to be running full cry at some 

distance. Tommy then asked Uarry if he 

knew what they were about. \~ cs, says 

Jl2.rry, I know well enough ·what tbey 

arc about; it is squire Chase and his clogs 

worrying a poor Lare. But I wonder 

they are not ashamed to meddle with such 

a poor inoffensi \·e creatltre that cannot 

defend itself; if they ha:re a mind to hunt, 

why dci/t they hunt lions, and tigers, 

~nd such fierce mischievous creatures, as 

I have read they do jn other countries? 

t)h ! dear, says Tommy, 110w is that? It 

n1ust surely be very dangerous. "\Vhy, 
:,,·ou 111ust kno\v, says Harry, the n1en are 

accustomed in some places to go almost 

.naked, and that n1akcs them so prod i

.!rio.ndv nimb1e that thcv can run Jil·c a. 
L1 .,; .J 

deer; and •,vhen a. lion or tiger comes 

i., to their neighbourhood, and devours 

t.hei .. sheep or oxen, they go out six or 

st: ,·en toge the·, arn1ed with ja \'cl ins; anc~ 

t' 
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they run over all the ,\·oods, and examine 

(-'very place till they ha,·e found hi111; 

and then they make a noise and provoke 

him to attack them. Then be begins 

roaring and foaming, and beating his 

::ides with his tail, till, in a violent fury, 
he springs at the man tbat ·is nearest to 

him. Oh! de:ir, S<'tys 'T'ornmy, he must 

:..:crtain1y be torn to pieces. Ko s:.1ch 

thing, answered I-Jarry; he jumps like a 

g-1cyhound out of the way, while the 

,1ext man throws his javelin at the lion, • 

and perhaps ,vonnds bim in the side: this 

enrages him still more; he springs again, 

like lightning, upon the man that wounded 

L"m; but this man avoids him like the 

o~her: and at last the poor beust drops 

down dead, •,TTith the number of wounds 

he has recei,·ed. Oh! says Tommy, it 
must be a very strange sight; I should 

· like to see it out of a wi nclow, where I 

,vas safe. So shou Id not I, ans were cl 

I-larry; for it must be a great pity to see 

snch a noble animal tortured and killed. 

Ent they are ob1ie:ed to do it in their . ·~ 
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own dcfen.ce. But these poor hares do 
nobody any harm, excepting the farn1ers, 
l,y eating a little of thei:- corn sometimes . 
.. •\s they \\'ere talking in this manner, 
liarry, casting his eyes on one side, said, 
As I am alive, there is the poor hare 
skulking along. I hope they will not be 
able to find her, and if they ask me, I 
\\ ill neY~r tell them which \ray she is 
gone. Presently up c~me the dogs, w h~ 
had now lost al I seen t of tliei1 game, and 
a gentleman mounted upon a fine horse, 
'\\ ho asked I Ian y if he hacl seen the hare. 
1Iarry made no answer; but upon the 
gentleman's repeating the question in a 
louder tone of voice, he answered tha.t 
he had. And which way is she gone? 
~aid the gentleman. Sir, I don't choose 
to tell ym1, ans\\'ered Harry, after some 
hesitation. Not choose! said the gent lc-
1na11, kaping off his horse; but 1·11 make 
you choo~e jt in an instant; and coming 
up to Harry, who ne\'er moved from the 
pLlcC where he bad Geen standing, began 
to lash him u1 a most unmerciful rna1111er 
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v,rith his whip, continually repeating, 
N" ow t you little rascal, do yon choose to 

tell me now? To which I-Iarry 1nacle no 
other ans,ver than this,-If I would 110t 

tell you before, I won't now, though you 
should kill me. But this fortitude of 
llarry, and the tears of Tommy, who 
cried in the bitterest manner to see the 
distress of his friend, made no impression 

upon this barbarian, who continued his 

brutality, till another gentleman rode up 

full speed, and said, For God's sake, 
squire, what are you about? ·You will kill 
the child if you do not take care. And 
the little dog deserves it, said the other; 
he has seen the hare, and will not tell 111c 

which way she is gone. Take care, re

plied the gentleman, in a lo-w voice, you 

don't in voh·e yourself in a disagreeable 
affair; I know the other to be the son of 

a gentleman of great fortune in the neigh
bourhood: and then, turning to IIarry, 
he said, ,Yhy, : my dear, would not you 
tell the gentleman which way the hare 
had gone, if you saw her? Because, an-
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S'.VercJ hQrry, as soon as he· had rcco• 
·vered breath e11ough to speak, I don't 
choose to betray the unfortunate. This 
boy, said the gentleman, is a prodigy; 
2nd it is an happy thing for you, squire, 
that his age is not equal to bis ~pirit. But 
you are al ways passionate .... At th is 
1110men t the hounds recovered the seen t, 
and . bursting out into a full cry, the· 
squire mounted his horse and g:i11oppe<l 
a\\ ay, attended by all bis compa11ions. 

,rhen they were gone, Tommy came 
up to 1-Iarry in the 1nost affectionate man• 
1icr, and asked hin1 how he did? A little 
sore, says Harry, but that docs not sig-
11if3·. Oh! says T0111my, I wish I haJ 
Lad a pistol or a sword! II. '\Vhy, \ ~hat 
wou1<l you have <lone with it? T. I 
·would have killed that good-for-nothing 
i11an who treated you so cruelly. H. 
That woulcl have been wrong, Tommy; 
for I am sure be did not want to kill n1t>. 

Indeed, if I lnd been a man, he shou Id 
not have used me so; but jt js alt 
over no:.·t, and ,vc ought to forgive our 
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enemies, as l\.lr. Barlo,v tells us Christ 

did; and then perhaps they may con1e to 

love us, and be sorry for ,vhat they had 

done. 'I'. But how could you bear to be 

,<,O severely ,vhippetl, without crying out? 

IL \Vhy, crying out would have done n1e 
no good at all, would it? And this is no

thing to what many littl~ boys have suf
fered without ev·er flinching or bernoan
jng themscln:·s. T. "\Vell, I should have 

thought it a great deal. II. Oh! it's no

thing to what the young Spartans used 

to suffer. T. vVho ,vere they ? 1-l. \Vhy, 
you must know they "rere a very brave 

set of people that liYe<l a great while ago: 

and as they were hut fe,v in nun1her, and 
,vere surrounded by a great many ene

mies, they used to endeavour to make 

their little boys very brave and ba~dy. 
And these little boys used to be ahvays 

r.unning about half naked•in the open air, 
and wrestling and jumping, and exer

cising themselves; and then had very 
coarse food, and hard beds to lie upon, 

and were ncYer p3.mpe;·ed and indnlged: 

, 
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and all this n1ade them so strong anct 
lrnrdy and brave, that the like was ne\·er 
seen . . T. ,v hat, and had they no coaches 
to ride in, nor sweetmeats, nor wine, nor 
any body to wait upon them? 1-I. Oh! 
dear, no-their fathers thought that 
wou Id spoil them; and so they a11 fared 
alike, and ate together in great rooms, and 
there they were taught to behave orderly 
and decently; and when dinner was over, 
they all went to play together, and if they 
committed any fault5 they were very se
Ycrely whipped; but they never minded 
j t, and scorned to cry out, or make a wry 
face. As they were conversing in this 
manner they approached the village, where 
Tommy bid out all his money, amounting 
to fifteen shillings and sixpence-, in buy
in ~· some clothes for the Ii ttle ragged boy 
aud his brothers, which were made up in 
a bundle and given to him; but he desired 
l-Iarry to carry them for him. That I will, 
said llarry; but why don't you choose to 
c:arry them yourself? T. ,rhy, it is not 
fit for a gentlema11 to carry things him-

• , . 
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self. I-I. '\Vhy, what hurt does it do him, 

if he is but strong enough? T I do not 
know-but I bdic,·e it i~ that he n1ay 
not look like the common people. II. 

Then he should not have hands, or feet, 
or eyes, or ears, or rnou th, because the 

common people have tbe saine. T. N 0 1 

no, he must ha,·e all these, because they are 

useful. I-I. And is it not useful to be able 

to do things for oursrlves? T. Yes, but 

gentlemen have others to do what they 
want for then1. H. Then I shoul<l think it 

must be a bad thing to be a gentle1nan. 

T. ,vhy so? H. Because if all were gen

tlemen, nobody ,roulcl do any thing, and 

then we should be all starved. T. Stan·ecl ! 
II. Yes; why you could not live, could 

you, without bread? T. No, I know that 
Ycry well. H. And bread is made of a 

plant that grows in the earth, and is called 

wheat. T. ,rhy then I would gather it, 
and eat it. H. Then you must do some

thing for yourself: but that would not 

do, for wheat is a small hard grain, like 

the oats which you have sometjmes giv~L 
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fo Tvfr. Barlow's horse; and you \VOttiJ 

not like to eat them. T. No certainly· ' ., ' 
but ho\v comes bread then? H. ,rhy 
they send the corn to the mill. T. V/hat 

is a n1ili? fI. \Vha.t, did you never see a 

n1ill? T. No, never; but I should like 

to see one, that I may know ho\v they 
n1ake bread. I-I. There 1s one at a 1ittle 

distance, and jf you ask 1Ir. Barlow, he 
,vill go with you, for he knows the miller 
very well. T. That I will, for I shoul<l 
like to see then1 make bread. 

As they were conversing in this man

ner they heard a great outcry, and turn
ing their heads, saw ail horse that \Vas gal

lopping Yiolently along, and dragging his 
rider along with him, who had fallen orr: 
and in falling hitched bis foot in the stir

rup. Luckily for the person, it happened 

to be wet ground ar;d the side of a hill, 

·which prevented the horse from g<:ing 
very fast, and the rider from being much 
hurt. But :Harry, ·,v ho was ah-\'ays pre

pared to do an act of humanity, even 

·with the danger of his life; and, besides 
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that, wa.:; a boy of extraordinary cour~ge 
and agility, ran up tovvards a gap whic!, 
he sa\v the horse approaching, and, just 
as he made a little pause before he vaulted 
over, caught him by tbe bridle, and effec
tually stopped him Crom proceeding. In 
an instant, another gentleman came up 
~sith two or three servants, who alighted 
fro1n their horses, disengaged the fallen 
person, aucl set hi1n upon his legs. Ile 
stared wildly round hi1n fo1 some time;· 
but as he was not 111aterially hurt, he soon 
rcco\·ered bis senses, and the first use he 
made of them was to swear at his horse, 
and to ask who had stop peel the confound
ed jade? "\Vho? said his friend; why the 
,

1 ery little boy that you used so scanda
lously this morning: had it not been for 
his dexterity and courage, that numISkull 
of yours would have had more flaws in it 
than it ever had before. The squire con
sidered Harry with a countenance in 
which shame and humiliation seemed yet 
to struggl~ with his natural insolence; but 
at length putting his,hand in his pocket, 
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he pulled out a guinea, which he offered 
to IIarry, telling him at the same time h e 
was very sorry for ,vhat had happened . 
But Harry, with a look of more contempt 
than he had ever been seen to assume be• 
fore, _rejected the present, and taking up 
the bundle which he had dropt at the 
time be seized the squire's horse, walked 
away, accompanied by his companion . 

. As it was not far out of their way, they 
agreed to call at the poor man's cottage; 
w horn they fou ncl nn1ch better, as ~1 r: 
Barlow had been there the preceding 
night, and given him such n1edicines as 
he judged proper for his disease. T 1Jmrny 
then asked for the little boy, and upon 
his coming in, to1d hin1 that he had now 
brought hin1 smne clothes which he 
might wear without fear of being called 
a Frenchman, as ,vell as some more for 
his little brothers The pleasure with 
which they were received was so great, 
and the acknowledgments and blessings 
of the goo<l woman and the poor man; 
who had just begun to sit up, ,vere so 
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1nauy, that little Tommy could not help 

shedding tears of com passion, in which 

he was joined by Harry. As they were 

returning, Tommy said that he had ne,·er 

spent any money with so much pleasure, 

as that with which he had purchased 

clothes for this poor family; and that 

for the future he would take care of all 

the n1oney that was given hin1, for that 

purpose, instead of laying it out in eat-,., 
ables and play-thiugs. 

Some few days after this, as 1\-1 r. Barlo,v 

and the two boys were walking out to

gether, they happened to pass near a 

windmill, and upon I-larry's telling 

Tommy what it was, Tommy desired 
~ ~ 

leave to go into it and look at it. This 

1Ir. n~frlow consented to, and being ac

quainted with the miller, they all \\eut 

in, :incl examined every part of it with 

great curiosity; and there little Tom1ny 

3aw with astonishment, that the sails of 

the n1il1 being continually turned round 

by the wind, moved a great flat stone, 

w hicl1, by rubbing upon another stone, 

Y O L. ! . 
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bruised all the corn tbat was put between 
them, till it became a fine po\vder. Oh! 
dear, says Tommy, is this the, way they 
make bread? 1\-f r. Barlow told hin1 this 
,vas the method by which the corn was 
prepared for nrnking bread; but that 
many other things were necessary before 
it arrived at that state. You see that 
what runs from .these mill-stones is only 
a Bue powder, very different from bread, 
which is a solid and tolerably hard sub

stance. 

As they were going home, fiarry said 
to Tommy, So you see now that if no
l)Ody chose to work, or do any thing for 
himself, we should have no bread to eat. 
But you -eou-1d not even have the corn to 
1nake it of, without a great deal of pains 
and labour. "\Yhy not? said Tommy; 
docs not corn grow in the ground, of it
self? II. Corn gro \rs in the ground, but 
then first it -i8 necessary to plough the 
ground, to break it to pieces. T. "rhat's 
ploughing? H. Did you nc\·er see three 
.{)r four horses drain; sornethiug along 
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t:he iie1ds in a straight line, while one n1an 
dro\ e, and another walked behind, hold
ing the thing by two handles? T. Yes, 
I have; and is that ploughing? H. It 
j~-and there is a sharp iron under
neath, which runs into the ground, and 
turns it up, all the way it goes. T. We11, 

• 
and what then? H. \Vhen the ground 
is thu5 prepared, they so_w the seed all 
over it, and then they rake it over to 
cover the seed, and then the seed begins 
to grow, and shoots up very high, and at 
last the corn ripens, and they reap it and 
carry it home. I protest, says Tommy, 
it n1ust be very •curious, and I should like 
to sow some seed myself, a-nd see it 
grow; do you think I could? Yes, cer
tainly, said Harry; and if you will dig 
the ground to-morrow, I will go home to 
my father, in order to procure some seed 
for y0u . . The next morning Tommy was 
up almost as soon as it was light, and 
,vent to work in a corner of the garden, 
,vhere he dug with great perseverance 
till hreakfast; when he came in, he could 

F 2 
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not help telling l\lr. Barlow what he had 
had done, and asking him, whether he 

,vas not a very good boy, for working 
so ha rd to raise corn? That, sai cl ;\1 r. 
Barlow, depends upon the use you in tend 

to make of it, when you have raised it. 
What is it you intend doing with it? 
\Vhy, sir, said Tommy, I intend to ~encl 
Jt to the mill that we saw, and have it 
ground into flour; and then I will get 
you to shew me how to make bread of it; 
and then I will eat it, that I may tell my 
fa,ther that I have eaten bread out of corn 
of my own sowing. That will be very well 
done, said Mr. Barlow; but where will 
b.e the great goodness that you sow corn 
for your own eating? That is no more 
than all the people round continually do; 
a.n<l if they did not do it, they would be 
obl1ged to fast. But then, said Tommy, 
they are not gentlemen, as I am. ,vhat 
then, answered ~Ir. Barlow, tnust not 

gentlemen eat as "vel1 as others, and 
therefore is it not for their inter~st to 
know h◊Wi to procure food as v·ell as 
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other people?' l'..,. es, sir, answered To111my, 
but they can have other people to raise it 
for them, so that they are not obliged to 
v.-ork thPmseh-es. I-Iow does that bap

pen, said l'vir. Ea.rlo'.v? T. "\Vb5·, sir, they 
pay other people to work for them, or 
buy bread ,vhen it is rnade, as much as 
they want. 1f r. B. The:.1 they pay for 
it with money. T. ·yes, sir. 1\ilr. 13. Tben 
they n1ust ha,,e money before they c~n 
buy corn. T. Certainly, sir. I\:fr. B. But 
lia, e all gentlemen n1oney? Tonnny he
si tatcd some time at this question; at last 
l1e said, I believe not always, sir. Mr. B> 
,v hy then, if they have not n1oney, they 
\\·ill find it difficult to procure corn, un

less they raise it for themselves. Indeed, 
said Tommy, I believe they will; for per
haps they may not find any body good
natured enough to give it them. But, 
said 1\-Ir. Barlow, as we are talking upon 
this subject, I will tell you a story, tbat 
I read a little time past, if you choose to 
hear it. Tommy said he should be very 
glad if l\1i:. Barlow would take the trou hle 
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of telling it to him, and Mr. Barlow told 

hi1n the following history of 

THE TWO BROTHERS. 

AnouT the time that many people went 
over to South America, with the hope5 of 
finding gold and silver, there was a Spa

niard, whose name was Pizarro, who had 

a great inclination to try hi5 fortune like 

the rest. But as he had an elder brother, 

for whom he had a very great affection, 

he went to him, told him his design, and 
solicited him very much to go along with 

him, promising him that he should have 

an equal share of all the riches they found. 
The brother, whose name was Alonzo, 

was a man of a contented temper and a 
good understanding; he did not therefore 
1nuch approve of the project, and eudea ~ 

voured to dissuade Pizarro from it, b_v 

setting before hi1n the danger to which 
he exposed himself, and the uncertainty 

of bis succeeding. But finding all t11at 
he said was vain, he agreed to go wi th 
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I1im, but told hin1 at the same time, that 
he wanted no part of the riches which he 
n1ight find, and woul<l ask no other fa your 

than to haYe his baggage and a few ser

Yants taken on board the vessel with him. 
Pizarro then sold all that he had, bought 

a vessel, and embarked with several other 

adventurers, who had all great expecta
tions, like himself, of soon becoming rich. 
As to Alonzo•, he took nothing with hi1n 
but a few ploughs, h~rrows, and other 

tools, and some corn, together with a 
large quantity of potatoes, and some seeds 
of different yegetables. Pizarro thought 
this a yery odd p1:eparation for the VO) -

age; but as he did not think proper to 
expostulate with his brother, he sai<l no
thing. After sailing some time \\·ith 

prosperous winds, they put into the last 

port where they were to stop, before they 

came to the country where they were to 
search for gold. liere Pizarro bought a 
great number more of pickaxes, shovels~ 
and various ·other tools fur digging, melt
:n6, and refining the gold he expected to 
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find, besides hiring an additional quantity 
of labmners to assist him in the work. 
A.lonzo, on the contrary, bought only a 
few sheep and four stout oxen, with their 
l1arness, and food enough to subsist them 
rill they should arrive at land. As it 
happened, they rnet \vith a favourable 
c,·•)yagr, 2nd ,Jl landed in perfect health 
1n America. Alonzo then told his bro
ther, th«t, as he had only c0111e to accon1-

. pany and se1Te him, he ,vould stay near 
the shore ,v1th his servants and cattle, 
while he went to search for gold, and 
·when he had acquired as much as he 
desired, should he always ready to em-
1'ark for Spain with him. Pizarro accord
.ingly set out, not without feeling E:O great 
a contempt for his brother, that he could 
not help expressing it to his cumpanions. 
I al \vays thought, said he, that my bro
ther, ha<l been a man of seuse; he bore 
that character in Spain, but I find people 
,vere strangely mistaken in him. Here 
be is going to divert himself with his 
sheep and his oxen, as if he was living 
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quietly upon his fann at home, and had 
nothing else to do than to raise cucun1-
bers and melons. But we know better 
what to do ,vith our time; so con1e along, 
1ny lads, and if ,ve have but good luck, 
,ve shall soon be enriched for the rest of 
our lives. All that were present ap
plauded Pizarro's speech, a_nd declared 
the1nselves ready to follow him wherever 
he ,vent; only one old Spaniard shook his 
head as he went, and told hin1 he doubted 
whether he would find his brother so 
great a fool as he thought. They then 
travelled on several days march into the 
country, sometimes obliged to cross ri
vers, at o,thers to pass n1ountains and 
forests where they could find no paths; 
sometimes s~orched by the violent heat 
of the sun, and then ,vetted to the skin 
by violent showers of rain. These difli
culties, however, did not discourage them 
so much as to hin ~er the1n from trvin<r 

oJ 0 

in several places for gold, which they 
were at length lucky enough to find in a 
considerable quantity. This success ani:o 

F 5 
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n1atccl tliem very much, and they con
tinued working upon that spot till all 

rheir provisions were consumed; they 
gathered daily larg_e qu::intities of ore, but 
then they suffered very much from hun

g·er. Still, howe,·er, they perservecl i1.-1 

their labours, and sustained themseh·es 
rith such roots and berries as thrv could 

•' 
find. .At last even this resource failed 
them; and, after sc\·eral of their com
pany had died from want and h:uclship, 
the 1est were just ahle to cr~l\vl back to 

the pL~ce where they had left Alonzo, 
ca1-rymg \,·ith them the gold, to acquire 

·which they had suffered so many miseries. 
But while they ha<l been employed in 

this manner, _Alonzo, who foresaw ·what 
would happen, l1ad been inclustrioui,ly 
toiling to a ,·cry cJ iffcren t pu rposc. I I i j 
skill in husbandry bad ea:;ily enabled him 
to find a spot of consiclernble extent and 

Ycry fertile soil, "hicb he ploughed up 
·n-ith the oxen be had brought w1th him, 
an<l the assistance of his servants. I-le 

' then so\\'ed the . different seeds he had 
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brought, and planted the potatoes, which 
prospered beyond what he cou]d have ex ... 
pected, and yielded hin1 a 1nos-t abundant 
harvest. His sheep he had turned out in 
a very fine meadow near the sea, and ., 

every one of then1 ha.cl brought hin1 a 
couple of lambs. Besides that, he and his 
ser\'ants, at leisure times, employed them
selves in fishing; and the fish they had 
caught were all dried and salted, with 
salt they had fonn<l upon the sea-shore; 
so that by the time of Pizarro's return 
they had lai,l up a very considerable quan
tity of provision. "\Yhen Pizarro returned, 
his brother received him with the greatest 
cordiality, and asked him what success he 
had had? Pizarro told him that they hatl 
found an immense quantity of gold, but 
that several of his companions ha<l pe
rished, and that the rest ·were al most 
starved from the want of provisions: he 
then requested his brother would 1rnme
~liately ~))vc liim something to eat, as he 
assured him he hacl tasted no food the last 
t-ro da:;·s, excepting t-he roots and hark 
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of trees. Alonzo then very coolly an~ 

s,vered, that he should remember, that 

when they set out they had n1ade an 

agreement, that neither should interfere 

,vith the other; that he had never desired 

to have any share of the go1d which Pi

zarro n1ight acquire, and therefore he 

,vondered that Pizarro should expect to 
be supplied with the provisions that he 

had procured ·with so much care and la

bour. But, added he, if you choose to ex

change some of the gold you have found, 

for provisions, I shall perhaps be able to 

accommodate you. Pizarro thought this 
behaviour very unkind in his brother; 

but as he and his companions were almost 

starved, they were obliged to comply with 

his demands, which were so exorbitant, 

that in a very short time they parted with 

all the gold they had brought with them, 
merely to purchase food. Alonzo then 
proposed to his brother to embark for 
Spain in the vessel which had brought 

them thither, as the winds and weather 

seemed to be most favourable: but Pi-
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zarro, with an angry look, told him, that 

since he had deprived hi111 of every thing 

he had gained, and treated him in so un

friendly a n1anner, he should go without 

him; for as to himself, he ·would rather 

perish upon that desert shore, than em

bark with so inhun1an a brother. But 

Alouzo, instead of resenting these re

proaches, e1nbraced his brother with the 

greatest tenderness, and spoke to lli-t11 in 

the following 111anner: Could you then 

believe, n1y dearest Pizarro, that I 

really n1eant to deprive you of the fruits 

of all your labours, which you have ac

quired with so much toil and danger? 

Rather may all the gold in the universe 

perish, than I should be cap:ib1e of such 

behaviour to 1ny dearest brother! But 1 
saw the rasb, impetuous desire you ha<l 

of riches, and wished to correct this fault 

in you, and serve you at the same time, 

You despised 1ny prudence and industry, 

and imagined that nothing could bewa11t-

ing to hin1 that had once acquired wealth . 

But you have now learned, that, witho1!t 
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that foresight and industry, all the goicl 
you have brought with you would not 
have prevented you from perisi Jg n1 i
serably. ·you are now I hope wiser; and 
therefore ta.ke back your riches, which I 
hope you have now learned to make a 
proper use of. Piz::nro was cqnally filled 
:with gratitude and astonishment at this 
b·cncrosi t y of his brother, a r~ d he ac
k noff ledgcd from experience that indus
try was btttter than ~·old. Thev then ., ' ~ 

<rm barked for Spain, ,rhere they all safely 
arrived; during the YO) age Pi.rarro often 
solicited his brother to accept of b;-llf his 
riches, which ..Alonzo constantly refused) 
telling him that he that could raise food 
enough to maintain. himself was in ·no 
want of gold. 

~ I ndeecl, said Tom my: \vhen ~Ir. Bar. 
low had finished the story, I think Alonzo 
)V~s a. vc1:y sensible man; and if it ha<l 
r1ot been for him, his brother and all his 
cornpaniot1s must ha\ e been starved; but 
~hen this was on1y because they were in 
in a desert, uninhabited country, This 
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could never have happened in England; 

there they could al ways have had as 

much corn or bread as thev chose for ., 

their money. But, said l\1r. Barlow, is 

a man sure to be always in England, or 

1>ome country where he can purchase 

bread? T. I believe so, sir. lVfr. B. "\Vhy, 
are there not countries in the world 

where there arc no inhabitants, and 

where no corn is raised? T. Certainly, 

sir; this country which the t\vo brothers 

went to ,vas such a place. lvir. B. And 

there are many other such countries in 

the world. T. But then a man need not 

go to them; he may stay at home. ~'1r. 
B. Then he 1nust not pass the seas in a 

ship. T. ,vhy so, sir? 11r. B. Because 

the ship n1ay happen to be wrecked upon 

some such country where there are no in

habitants; and then, although he should 

escape the danger of the sea, what will 
he do for food? T. And have such acci-

dents sometimes happened? l\lr. B. Yes, 
several: there "'as, in particular, one 
Selkirk, who was shipwrecke,1, and ob,. 
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liged to li\·e several years upon a desert 

:sland. T. That was very extraordinary 

indeed; and how di<l he get victuals? 

l\lr. B. He sometimes procured roots, 

sometimes fruits: he also at last became 

so active, that he was able to pursue and 

catch wild goats, ,vith which the island 

abounded.· T. And di<l not such an hard, 

disagreeable way of life kill him at last? 

rvir. B. By no means. He never enjoyed 

better health in his life: and you have 

heard that he became so active as to be 

able to overtake the verv wild beasts . .,, 

But a still more extraordinary story is 

that of some Russians, ,vho were left 

upon the coast of Spjtzberge11, where 

they were obliged to stay several years. 

T. Where is Spitsbergen, sir? lvir. B. It 

is a country very far to the north, which 

is constantly covered with snow and.ice, 

because the ,veatber is so unremittingly 

severe. Scarce1y any vegetables will 
grow upon the soi], and scarcely any ani

mals are found in the country. To add to, 

this, a great p8.rt of the year it is covered 
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,vi th perpetual darkness, and is inaccessi

ble to sbips: so that it is jn1 possible to 

conceive a more dreary country, or where 

it 1nust be n1ore difficult to support hu
man life. ·yet four men were capable of 

struggling ,vith all these dif-ficulties dur

ing several years, and three of then1 re

turned at bst safe to their own country. 
'f. This must be a very curious story in

deed; I would give any thing to be able 

to see it. That you n1ay very easily, said 
i\'Ir. Barlow. ,vhen I read it, I copied 

over several parts of it, I thought it so 

curious and in teres ting, which I can ea
sily find and will shew you.--Here it is; 
but it is necessary first to inform you, 
that those northern seas, from the intense 
cold of tbe climate: are so full of ice as 

frequently to render it extremely danger
ous to ships, lest they should be crushed 

bet\~·een two pieces of i mn1ense size, or 

so completely surrounded as not to be 

able to extricate the1nsel ves. I-laving 
given you this previous information, you 
v.1ill easily understand the distressful ~t· .. 
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!nation of a Russian ship, which, as it 
,vas sailing in those seas, was on a sudden 

so surrounded by ice as not to be able to 

n1ove. A-1y ex tracts begin here, and you 
nrny read them. 

E:rtracts from a Narrative qf the e:1:traor
dinary Adventures ef four Russian Sai
lors, u:ho were cast a'{tay on the desert 
Island ef Ea.st Spit sbergen. 

"In this alarming state, (that is, when 
the ship was surrounded with ice,) a coun
cil was held, when the mate, Alexis 
Himkof, informed them, that he rcco1lect
ecl to have heard, that some of the people 
of I\1esin, some time before, having formed 
a resolution of wintering upon this island, 
had carried from that city timber proper 
for building a hut, and had actu_ally 
erected one at some distance from the 
sbore. This information induced the 
whole company to rcsoh·e on \\'intering
there, if the hut, as they hopecl, s'till exi!St
ecl; for they clearly perceived the imm:-

au 
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nent danger they were in, and that they 
must inevitably perish, if they continued 

in the ship. 'They dispatched therefore 

four of their crew in search of the hut, or 

any other succour they could n1eet with. 
These were Alexis Hin1kof the n1ate, 

I wan Himkof his godson, Stephen Schar

assof, and Feodor vVeregin. As the 

shore on which they_ were to land was 

uninhabited, it ,vas necessary that they 
should n1ake some provision for their ex

pedition. They had almost two tniles to 

travel over loose ridges of ice, which be

ing raised by the waves, and driven against 

each other by the wind, rendered the 

,vay equally difficult and dangerous: pru

dence, therefore, forbad their 108.c.ling 
themselves too n1ucb, lest, by being over

burthened, they 111ight sink in between 

the pieces of ice, and perish. Ila ving 

thus 1naturely considered the nature of 

the1r undertaking, they provided them

selves with a n1usket ancl powder-horn 

containing twele charges of powder, with 

_as nrnny balls, an axe, a small kt'tt!e, a 
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bag with about twenty pounds of flour. a 
knife, a tinder-box and tinder, ::1, bladder 
filled ,vith tobacco, and e\'ery man his 
wooden pipe. Thus accoutred, the?e 
four sailors quickly arrived on the island, 
little suspecting the misfortunes that 

·would befall tbern. They began with 

exploring the country, and soon disco

vered the hnt they were in search of, 
about an Eog1ish mile anr1 a balf from the 

shore. Jt was thirty-six feet in length, 
eighteen feet in height, and as many in 
breadth. It contained a small anti-cham
ber, about twelve feet broad, which had 
two doors, the one to shut it up from tbe 

outer air, the other to form a communi
tion with the inner room: this contri

buted greatly to keep the larger room 
,varm ·when once heated. In the large 
roOin was an earthen store, constructed 
in the Russian manner; that is, a kind 
of oven without a chimney, which serves. 
occasionally either for baking, for heat
ing the room, or, as is customary amongst 
the Russian peasants, in-\·ery cold wea-• 
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ther, for a place to sleep upon. They 
rejoiced greatly at having discovered the 
hut, which had, l10wever, suffered n1uch 
from the weather, it having now been 
built a considerable time: our adven
turers, however, contrived to pass the 
night in it. Early next n1orning they 
hastened to the shore, impatient to -in
f<Hm their comrades of their success, and • 
ahm to procure from their vessel such 
p ro vis ions, ammunition, and other neces
saries, as 1night better enable them to 
wi n tcr on the island. I leave n1y readers ,. 
to figure to themselves the astonishment 
and agony of mind these poor people n1ust 
have felt, when, on reaching tbe pla~e 
of their la1H.ling, they saw nothing but an 
.()pen sea, free from the ice, which but a 
day before had covered the ocean. A 
violent storm, which had arisen during 
the night, had . certainly been the cause 
of this disastrous event. But they could 
not tell, whether. the ice which had be
fore hemmed 1n the vessel, agitated by 
the violence of the waves, had been driven 
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• 
against her, and shattered her to pi,cccs ; 

or, whether she had been carried by the 

current into the main, a circumstance 

which frequently happens in those seas. 

\Vhatever accident had befallen the ship, 

they saw her no n1ore; and as no tidings 

,\·ere ever afterwards received of her, it 
is n1ost probable that she sunk, and that 

all on board 0f her perisl1ed. 
This 1nelancholy event depriving the 

unhappy wretches of all hope of e,:er 

being able to quit the island, they return

ed to the hut whenc~ they had come, full 

of horror and despair." 

Oh! dear, cried Tommy at this pas 

sage, what a·dreadful situation these poor 

people n1ust have been in! To be in such 

a cold country, covered with snow and 

frozen with ice, without any body to help 

tbe1n or give them victuah: I should 

think they must all ha\·e died. That you 

\\{ill soon see, said }fr. Barlow, when you 
have read the rest of the story; but tell 

n1e one thing, Tommy, before you pro

ceed; .these four 1nen ,vere poor sailor.; · 
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,v·ho had always been accusto111ed to dan
ger and hardship, and to ,vork for their 
living: do you think it would have been 
better for thetn to have been bred up 
gentlemen, that is, to do nothing, but to 
have other people wait upon then1 in 
eYery thing? -:\Vby, t0 be sure, answered 
Tommy, it was much better for the111 
that thev had been used to work; for V 

t•hat n1ight enable them to contrive and 
do somethiug to assist themselves: for 
w~thout doing a great deaJ, they 1nust 
certainly all have perished. 

(' Their first attention was emp1oyed, as 
n1ay easily be imagined, in devising n1eans 
of providing subsistence and for repairing 
their hut. The twelve charges of po,v
der, which they had brou·ght with them, 
soon procured them as many reindeer, the 
island, fortunately for them, abounding 
in these animals. I have before observed, 
that the hut, w-hich the sailors were so 
fortunate as to find, ha<l sustained some 
<lamage, an<l it was this: there were 
cracks in many p~aces between the boards 
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of the building, which freely admitted tlie 
air. _This inconveniency was, ho,ve,·er, 
easily remedied, as they had an axe, and 
the beams were still sound (for ,rood in 
these cold climates, continues through a 
length of years unimpaired by worms or 
decay); so it was easy for them to make 
the boards join again very tolerably: be
sides, moss growing in great abundance 
all over the island, tbere was more tl~an 
sufficient to stop up the crevices, whkh 
,vooden houses must 3.1 ways be liable to. 
Repairs of this kind cost the 11nha1)py 
rneu less trouble as they were Russians; 
for all Russian peasants are known to be 
good carpenters; they build their O\VL 

houses, and are very expert in handling 
the axe. The intense cold which makes 
these climates habitable to so few species 
of animals, renders them equally unfit for 
the production of vegetables. l To species 
of tree or e\'en shrub is found in any of 
the islands of Spitz bergen; a circumstance 
of the most alarming natn re to our sailors. 

"\Vithout fire it was poimssible to resist 
,. 
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the rigour of the climate, and without 
wood how was that fire to be produced or 
supported? However, in wandering along 
the beach, they collected plenty of wood, 
,vbich had been driven ashore by the 
waves, and which at first consisted of the 
'Wrecks of ships, and afterwards of whole 
trees ,vith their roots, the produce of 
some more hospitable, but to them un
known climate, which the overflowings 
of rivers, or otber accidents, had sent into 
the ocean. Nothing proved of more es
sential service to these unfortunate n1en, 
during the first year of their exile, than 
some boards they found upon the beach, 
having a· long iron hook, some nails of 
about five or six inches Jong and propor-
tjonably thick, and other bits of old iron, 
fixed in them; the 1nelancholy relicks of 
some vessels cast awav in those remote ., 

parts. These were thro,vn ashore by the 
,vaves, at the time when the ,vant of 
powder gave our men reason to appre
hend that they must fall a prey to hun
ger, as they had nearly consun1ed those 

VOL. I. G 

• 



146 THE HI STORY OF 

rein-deer they had killed. This lucky cir

cumstance was attended ,vith another 

equally fortunate; they found on the ' 

shore the root of a fir-tree which nearly 

~tpproached to the figure of a bow. As 
necessity has e\·er been the mother of in

vention, so they soon fashioned this root 

to a good bow by the help of a knife: but 

still they wanted a string an<l arrows. 

Not knowing how to procure these at 

present, they resolved upon 111aking a 

couple of lances, to <lefencl th~mselves 

against the white bears, by far the most 

ferocious of their kind, whose attacks 

they had great reason to dread. Finding 

hey cou lcl neither make the heads of 

their lances nor of their arrows without 

the help of a 1:ammer, they contrived to 

form the large inm hook mentioned abo\·e, 

~n to one, by heating it, and widening a 

hole it happen eel to have about its mid

<:llc, with the help of one of their largest 

nails: this recei\·e<l the handle, and a 

round button at one end of the hook 
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served for the face of the hammer. A 
large pebble supplied the place of an anvil, 
and a couple of rein-deers horns made the < 

tongs. By the n1eans of such tools, they 
made t\'vo heads of spears ; and after po
lishing and sharpening them 0n stones, 
they tied them, as fast as possible, with 
thongs made of rein-deer skins, to sticks 
about the thickness of a man's arm, which 
they got from some branches of trees 
tl1at had been cast on shore. Thus equip
ped with spears, they resolved to attack 
a white bear; an<l after a most dangerous 
encounter, they killed the formidable 
creature, and thereby made a nevi supply 
of provisions. The flesh of this animal they 
relished exceedingly, as they thought it 
much resembled beef in taste and flavour. 
The tendons, they sa,v with n1uch plea
sure, could with little or no trouble be di• 
vided into filaments of what fineness they 
thought fit. This perhaps was the most 
fortunate discovery these men could have 
made; for, besides other advantages, 
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which will he hereafter mentioned, they 
were hereby furnished with strings for 
their bow. The success of our unfortunate 
islanders in making the spears, and the 
use these proved of, encouraged them to 
proceed, and to forge some pieces of iron 
into heads of arro\VS of the same shape, 
though somewhat smaller in size than the 
spears above-mentioned. Having ground 
and sharpened these like the former, they 
tied them with the sinews of the white 
bears to pieces of fir, to which, by the 
help of fine threads of the same, they 
fastened feathers of sea fowl; and thus be
came possessed of a complete bow and ar
rows. Their ingenuity in this respect was 
cro,vned with success far beyond their 
expectation; for duri11g the time of their 
continuance upon the island, with these 
arrows they killed no Jess than two hun
clred and fifty rein-deer, besides a great 
11umber of blue and wliite foxes. The 
flesh of these animals served them also 
for food, and their skins fur clothing, and 
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other necessary preservatives against the 
intense coldness of a climate so near the 
pole. They killed, however, only ten white 
bears in all, and that not without the utti 

n1ost danger; for these animals, being 
prodigiously strong, defended themselves 
·with astonishing vigour and fury. The 
first our men attacked designedly; the 
other nine they slew in defending them

selves from their assaults : for some of 
these creatures even ventured to enter 
the outer room of the hut, in order to 
de\'Olff them. It is true that all the bears 
did not shew (if I may be allowed the 
expression) equal intrepidity, either ow
ing to son1e being less pressed by h ungcr, 
or to their being by nature less carnivo
rous than the others; for some of the1n 
·which entered the hut immediately be
took themselves to flight, on the first 
attempt of the sailors to drive them a,vay. 
A repetition, however, of these ferocious 
attacks, threw the poor men into great 
ten or and anxiety, as they were in almost 
a perpetual danger of being devoured." 
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Sure, exclaimed Tommy, such a life a:, 
that 1nust have been n1iserable and dread
f u] indeed. lVhy so? said 1\1 r. Barlow. 
T. Because being al ways in danger of 
being devoured by wild beasts, those men 
n1ust have been al ways unhappy. Mr. B. 
And yet they never were devoured. T. 
No, sir, because they made weapons to 
defend themselves. l\f r.13. Perhaps, then, 
a person is not unhappy, 1ncrely because 
l1e is exposed to danger; for he may es
cape from it; but because he does not 
know how to defend himself. T. I do 
not exactly understand you, sjr. l\tlr. B. 
I will give you an instance. \Vere you 
not very unhappy when the snake coiled 
jtself round your leg, because you jma
gined itwouldbiteyou?T. Yes, sir. l\-Ir.B. 
But Harry ,vas not unhappy. T. That 
i, very true, sir. ~Jr, B. And yet he was 
more in danger of being bitten than your
iself, because he took hold of it. T. 1 ndeed 
l1e did. I\f r. B. But he knew that l>v bold .. .., 
ly seizing it, and flinging it a,vay, he \Vas 
in very little danger: had you, there-
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fore, known the same, you probably 

would neither have feared so 1nuch, nor 

have been so unhappy as you were. T. 

Indeed, sir, that is true; ancl ,vere such 

an accident to happen again, I think I 

should have courage enough to do the 

.. same. l\Ir. B. Should you then be as un

happy now, as you were the first time? 

T. By no n1eanj: Lecause I have a great 

deal more courage. 1'1r. B. \Vhy then, 

persons that have courage are not so un

happy as those that are cowardly, when 

they are exposed to danger. T. Certainly 

not, sir. J\1:r. B. And that must be equally 

true in every kind of danger. T. Indeed 

it must; for I have sometimes nearcl 1ny 

mother shriek out, when she was passing 

in a coach, through a small stream of 

,vater, wbile 111y father only laughed at 

her. l\Ir. B. ,vhy then if she had pos~ 

scssed as much courage, perhaps, she 

would have laughed too. T. Indeed I 

belieYe she might; for I have sometimes 

seen her laugh at herself when it was 

o\'er, for being so cowardly. ~'fr. B. \Vhy 



]5g TUE HISTORY OF 

then it is possible that when these men 
found they were so we11 able to defend 
themselves against the bears, they might 
no longer be afraid of them; and not 
being afraid, they would not be un
happy. T'. Indeed, I believe so. 1v1r. B. 
Let us now continue. 

" The three different kinds of anima.Js ' 
above mentioned, viz. the rein-deer, the 
blue and white foxes, and the white bears, 
were the only food these wretched mari-
11ers tasted during their continuance in 
this dreary abode. ,v e do not at once sec 
every resource. It is generally necessity 
which quickens our jnvention, opening· 
by degrees our eyes, an<l pointing out ex
pedients which otherwise might never 
have occurred to our thoughts. The truth 
of this observation our four sailors expe
rienced in various instances. They were 
for some tin1e reduced to the neecssity of 
eating their meat almost raw, and with
out either bread or salt; for they were 
quite destitute of both. The intenseness 
of the cold, together with the want of 
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proper conveniencies, prevented tbem 
fro111 cooking their victuals in a proper 
n1anner. There was but one stove in the 
hut, and that being set up agreeably to 
the Russian taste, was more like an oven, 
and, consequently, not well adapted for 
boiling any thing. \Voo<l, also, was too 
precious a cornmoJity to be wasted in 
keeping up two fires, and the one they 
111ight have made out of their habitation, 
to dress their victuals, would in no ,vay 
have served to warm them . Another rea
son against their cooking in the open air, 
was the continual danger of an attack 
from the white bears. And here, I must 
observe, that, suppose they had made the 
attempt, it would still have been practi
cable for only some part of the year: for 
the cold, which, in such a climate, for 
some months scarcely ever abates, fro1n 
the long absence of the sun, then enlight
ening the opposite hemisphere; the incon
ceivable quantity of snow, which is conti
tually falling through the greatest part of 
t he winter; together ,vith the almost in-

G 5 
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cessant rajns at certain seasous; a11 these 

were almost insurmountable obstacles to 

that expedient. To remedy, therefore, in 

some degree, the hardsbi p of eating their 

meat halfi-aw, they bethought themselves 

of drying some of their pro\·isions, during 

the summer, in the open air, and after

wards of hanging 1t up in the upper part 
of the hut, which, as I mentioned before, 

1Nascontinual1y filled with smoke down to 

the windows: it was thus dried thoroughly 

hy the help of that smoke. This meat so 

prepared they used for bread, and it made 

them relish their other flesh the better, as 

they could onl_y half dress it. finding th!s 
t·xperimcnt ans1ver in every respect to 

-their wis11cs, they continued to practise it 

during the whole time of their confine

ment upon the island, and a1 wrrys kept tip 

by that mean s a snfiicien t stock of provi 

sions. \Vater they had in summer from 

smalt rivulets that fell fi om the rocks, and 

in winter from the snow and ice tha,ved. 

This was of course their only beverage; 

and their small kettle wa5 the onJy vessd 
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they could make use of for this and other 

purposes. I have n1entioned above, that 

our sailors brought a small bag of flour 
,vith them to the island. Of this they had 

consumed about one half with theirn1eat; 

the remainder they employed in a diffe

rent manner, equally useful. They soon 

saw the necessity of keeping up a conti

nual fire in so cold a climate; and founcl 

that if it should unfortunately go out, 

they had no means of lighting it again; 

for though they had a st'Zel and fl~nts, yet 

they wanted both match and tinder. In 

their excursions through the island, they 

had met with a slimy loam, or a kind of 

clay nearly in the n1iddle of it. Out of 

this they found means to form an utensil 

which might serve for a lamp, and they 

propose(l to keep it constantly burning, 

with the fat of tbe animals they should 

kill. This was certainly the most rational 

scheme they could ha\'C thought of; for 

to be withou_t a light in a climate, ,rhcrc, 
<luring winter, darkness reigns for se,·cr~l 
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months together, would have added much 
to their other calamities." 

Pray, sir, stop, said Tommy. \Vhat, 
are there countries in the world \Yhere it 
is night continually for several months 
together? Indeed, there arc, answered 
I\fr. Barlow. T. How can that be? ~.,Jr. 
B. How happens it, that there is night at 
all? T. llow happens it? It must be so, 
must it not? l\Ir. B. That is only saying 
tLat you do not know the reason. But 
do yoLt observe no difference here, be
tween the night and clay? T. Yes, sir, it 
1s light in the day, and dark in the night. 
i\Ir. n. And why is it dark in the night? 
T. Re:dly, I do not know. ~fr. B. \Vhat, 
does the sun shine c\·ery niglur T. No, 
sir, certainly. l\Ir. B. Then it only 
shines upon some nights, and not upon 
others. T. It ne\·cr shines at all in the 
night. ~.·Ir. B. 1\nd does it in the day? 

· T. Yes, sir. l\Ir. B. Every day? T. Every 
day, I beiieve; only sometimes the clouds 
prerent yon from seeing it. I\Jr. B. And 
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what be~ornes of it in the night? T. It 

goes away, so that we cannot see it. 
1-Ir. B. So, then, when you can see the 

sun it is never night. T. No, sir. :l\Ir Il. 

But when the sun goes away, the night 

· comes on. T. 'Yes, sir. l\Ir. B. And 

when the sun comes again, what hap-

pens? T. Then it is day again, for I have 

seen the clay break, and the sun a1way,5 

rises presently after. I\1r. B. Then if 
the sun were not to rise for several 

111011 ths together, what would happen? 

T. Sure, it would always remain night, 

and be dark. I\Ir. B. That is exactly the 

case· with the countries we are reading 

about. 
" Having, therefore, fashioned a kind 

of lamp, they filled it with rein-deers fat, 

and st1tck into it some twisted linen, 

shaped into a wick. But they had the 

mortification to find, that as soon as the 

fat n1elted, it not only soaked into the 

[ clay, but fairly ran into it on all sides. 

The thing, therefore, was to devise some 
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n1eans of preventing this jnconvenience, 
not arising from cracks, but from the 
substance of \Vhich the Jamp was n1ade 
being too porous. They made, therefore, 
a new one; dried it thoroug-bly in the 
air, then !1eatccl i creel hot, and afterwards 
quenched it in their kettle, wherein they 
h~Hl ooiled a quantity of flour down ta 
the consistence of thin starch. The lamp 
hcing thus dried and filled with melted 
fat, they now found, to theirgreatjoy, it 
did not leak. Ent for greatc1 security 
they dipped linen rags in tLeir paste, 2nd 
with them covered all its out~ide. Suc
ceeding in this attempt1 they immediately 
n1ade another lamp for fear of an acci
dent, that ju. all eyents they 111ight not 
be destitute of light; and when they had 
done so n1uch, they thought proper to 
s~ffe the remai1jdcr of their flour for simi
lar purposes. As they had carefully col
lected whatever happened to be east on 
sbore, to supply tbem ,vith fuel, they had 
found amongst the wrecks of vcssc· 5 some 
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cordage, and a small quantity of oakum 

(a kind of hemp used for caulking ships,) 

,rhich sen·ed then1 to make wicks for 

their lan1ps. \Vhen these stores began 

to fail, their shirts and their drawers 

(which are worn by almost -all Russian 

peasants) were en1ployed to niake good 

1 he deficiency. By these means they 

kept their lan1p burning without inter

mission, from the day they first n1ade it, 

(a work they set about soon after their 

arrival on the island,) until that of their 

embarkation for their native country. 

The necessity of converting the most 

essential part of their clothing, sud1 as 

t-heir shirts and drawers, to the use above 

~necified
1 

exposed them the more to the 

rigour of the climate. They also found 

themsel vcs in want of shoes, boots, and 

other articles of dress; and as winter was 

approaching, they were again obliged to 

have recourse to that ingenuity which 

necessity suggests, and which seldom fails 

in the trying hour of distress. They had 
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skins of rein-deer and foxes in plenty-, 
that . had hitherto served them for bed-
ding, and which they now thought of 
em ploying in some more essential service; 
but the question ,~·as how to tan them . 
After deliberating on this subject, they 
took to tbe following method: they soak
ed the skins for several days in fresh 
water, t;)l they could pull off the hair pretty 
easily; they then rubbed the wet leather 
·with their hands till it was nearly dry, 
when they spread some melted rein-deer 
flt over it, and again rubbed it well. By 
this process, the leather became soft, 
pliant, and supple, proper for answering 
every purpose they wanted it. for. Those 
skins which they designed for furs, they 
only soaked for one day, to prepare them 
for being wrought, and then proceeded 
in the manner before mentioned, except 
only that they did not remo,·e the hair. 
Thus they soon provided themselves with 
the necessary materials for all the parts 
of dress they ,ranted,-But here another 
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difficulty occurred: they had neither awls 

for 1naking shoes or boots, nor needles 

for sewing their garments. This want, 

however, they soon supplied by 1neans of 

the bits of iron they had occasionally col

lected. Out of these they n1ade both, 

and by their industry even brought them 

to a certain degree of perfection. The 

making eyes to their needles gave the111 

indeed no little trouble, but this they 

also performed with the assistance of their 

knife; for having ground it to a very 

sharp point, and heated red-hot a kind of 

wire forged for that purpose, they pierced 

a hole through one end, ancl by whetting 

and smoothing it on stones brought the 

other to a point, and thus gcwe the whole 

needle a very tolerable form. Scissars 

to cut out the skin were what they next 

had occasion for, but having none, their 

place they supplied with the knife: and 

though there was neither shoemaker nor 

tailor amongst them, yet they had con

trived to cut out their leather and furs 
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,vell enough for their purpose. The 
sinews of the bears an<l the rein-deer, 
,vhich, as I mentioned before, they had 
found means to split; scn·ed them for 
thread; and thus provided with the ne
cessary implements, they proceeded to 
make their new clothes." 

These, said l\ilr. Barlow, are the extracts 
,vhich I have made from this very ex
traordinary story, and they are sufficient 
to shew both the many accidents to ,vhich 
men are exposed, and the wonderful ex
pedients which may be found out, even 
in the most dismal circumstances. It is 
very true indeed, answered Tommy; bu t 
pray what became of these poor men at 
last? After they had lived n1ore than si. · 
years upon this dreary and inhospitable 
coast, answered l\1r. 13arlow, a ship ar
rived there by accident, took three of 
them on board, and carried them in safe t:· 
to their own country. And wliat became 
of the fourth? said Tommy. Ile, said l\fr. 
Barlow, was seized with a dange :ous d is-
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ease, ,vhich is called the scurvy; and be

ing of an indolent temper, an<l therefore 

not using- the exercise which was neces

sary to preserve his life, after having lin

gered some time, died, and was buried in 

the snow by his companions. 

Herc little Harry came in from his fa

ther's house, and brought with hin1 the 

chicken, which, it has been n1entioned, 

he had saved fron1 the claws of the kite. 

The litt1e animal was now perfectly re

covered of the hurt it had received, and 

shewed so great a degree of affection to its 

protector, that it would run after him like 

a dog, hop upon his shoulder, nestle in 

his bosom, and eat crumbs out of his 

hand. Tommy was extreme1y snrprised 

and pleased to remark its tan1cness and 

docility, and asked by what means it bad 

been made so gentle. Harry told him, he 

had taken no particular pains about it ; 

hut tbat, as the poor little creature had 

been sadly hurt, he had fed it every day 

t ill it was well; and that. in consequence 
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of that kindness, it had conceived a great 
degree of affection towards him. In
deed, said Tommy, that is very surprising~ 
for I thought all birds had flown away 
whenever a n1an came near them; and 
that even the fowls which are kept at 
home would never let you touch them. 
1fr. B. And what do you imagine is the 
reason of that? T. Because they are 
wi1d? tfr. B. And what is a fowl's being 
.. ,dld? T. ,vhen he will not let vou come 

" 11ear him. Mr. B. Then a fow I is w ilcl 
hecause he will not let you come near 
him; and will not let you come near him 
because he is wild. This is saying no
thing more than that when a fowl is wild, 
he will not let you approach him. But 
I ,vant to know what is the reason of bis 
being wild. T. Indeed, sir, I c:innot ten, 
unless it is because they are naturally so. 
l\:Ir. B. But if they were naturally so, this 
fow I could not be fon<l of Harry. 'I'. 
That is because he is so good to it. 
l\Ir. 13. ·very likely: then it is not natural 
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for an ani111al to run away from a person 

that is good to him. T. No, sir, I be
lieve not. l\llr. B. But when a person is 
not good to hin1, or endeavours to hurt 
him, it is natural for an animal to run 
away fron1 him, is it not? T. Y~ es. 

1Ir. B. And then you say that he is wild, 
do you not? T. Yes, sir. l\Jr. B. Why 
then it is probable that anin1als are only 
wild because they are afraid of being 

hurt, and that they only run away from 
the fear of danger. I believe you would 
do the same fr0n1 a lion or a tiger. T.' 

Indeed I would, sir. l\fr. B ... A.nd yet 
you do not call yourself a wild animal. 
Tommy laughed heartily at this, and said, 
No. Therefore, said Mr. Barlow, if you 
want to tame animals, you must be goocl 
to them, and treat them kindly, and then 
they will no longer fear you, but come to 
you and love you. Indeed, said Harry, 
that is verv true: for I kne,v a 1i ttle ., 

boy, that took a great fancy to a snake 
that lived in his father's garden; and 
vhen he had his n1ilk for breakfast, he 
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. used to sit under a nnt-trcc and whist le, 

and the snake ,vould come to him, and 

eat out of his bowl. T. And did it not 

bite him? II. No; he sometimes used 

to give it a pat ·with his spoon, if it ate 

too fast; but it never hurt him. 

Tommy was much p1ease<l with this 

conversation; and being both good-na

tured, and desirous of 1naking experi

nents, he detirmined to try his skill in 

taming animals. Accordingly, l1e took a 

large slice of bread in his hand, and went 

out to seek some animal that he n1igbt 

give it to. The first thing that he hap

pened to tneet was a sucking pig that ha<l 

rambled fron1 its n1other, and ,vas bask-

ing in the sun. Tommy would not ne

glect the opportunity of shewing his ta

knts; he therefore called Pig, pig, pjg, 

cmne hither, little pig! But the pig, who 

did not exactly comprehend his inten

tions, only grunted, and ran a,ray. You 

little ungrateful thing, said Tommy, do 

you treat me in this manner, when I 

,van t to feed you? If you do not know 

" L 
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your friends, I must teach you. Saying 
this, he sprang at the pig, and caught 
hin1 by the hind leg, intending to l1ave 
given him the bread which he had in his 
hand; but the pig, ,vho was not used to 
·be treated in that n1anner, began strug-

1 gling and squeaking to that degree, that 
the sow, ,vho was within hearing, came 
running to the place, with all the rest of 
the litter at her heels. As Tommy did 
not know whether she would be pleased 
with his civilities to her young one, or 

not, he thought it most prudent to let it 
go: and the pig, endeavouring to escape 
as speedily as possible, unfortunately ran 

between his legs, and threw him down. 
The place where this accident happened 
,vas extremely wet; therefore Tommy, in 
falling, dirtied himself from head to foot, 
and the sow, who came up at that in
stant, passed over him as he attempted to 
rise, and rolled him back again into the 
mire. 'f.ommy, who was not the coolest 
in his temper, was extremely provoked 
a t thrs -ungrateful return for his intended 
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kindness, and, losing a11 patience, he 

seized the so-w by the hind leg, and began 

pom1nelling her with all his 111ight, as she 

attempted to escape. The sow, as may 

be in1agined, did not relish such treat

n1ent, but endeavoured with all her force 

to escape; but Tommy keeping his ho1d, 

and continuing his discipline, she strug

gled with such violence as to drag hirn. 

several yards, squeaking in the most la

inen table manner aU the time, in which 

she was joined by the whole litter of 

pigs. During the heat of this contest, a 

large flock of geese happened to be cross

ing the road,-into the n1idst of which the 

affrighted so,v ran headlong, dragging 

the enraged Ton1rny at her heels. The 

gos1ings retreated with the greatest pre

cipitation, joining their mournful cack-

.Jing to the general noise; but a gander of 

n1ore than common size and courage, re

senting the unprovoked attack which had 

been made upon his family, fle,v at Torn

n1y's hinder parts, and gaYe him several 

severe strokes with his bill. Tommy, 

al 
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;v11ose courage had hitherto been uncon-= 
·querable, being thus unexpectedly at., 
tacked by a new enemy, vras obliged to 
yield to fortune; and not knowing the 
precise extent of his danger, he not only 
suffered .the sow to escape, butjoi.ned his 
vociferations to the ge-neral screa1n. This 
a1armed lvlr. Barlow, who coming u.p to 
the place, found his pupil in the 1nost 
'woeful plight, daubed fro1n head to foot, 
;,,vith his face and hands as black as those 
~f a1~y chimney-sweeper. He enquired 
what was the matter, and Tommy, as 
soon as he had -recovered br,eath enough 
to speak, answered in this manner :-Sir, 
nll this is owing to what you told me 
about taming ani111als. I wanted to make 
them tame and gentle and to love n1e, 
and you see the ·consequences. Indeed, 
said l\,f r. Barlow, I see you have been very 
ill treated, but I hope you are not hurt; 
and if it is-owing to any thing I have said, 
I shall feel the 1nore concern~ No, said 
Tommy, I cannot say that I an1 n1uch 
hurt. \Vhy then, said l\jI r. Barlow, you 

VOL. I. H 
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had .better go and wash yourself; and 
.,,. hen you are clean we will talk over 
the affair. ,rhen Tommy had returned, 

1\Ir. lfarlo'N asked him how the 1ccident 

Lad happened; and when he had heard 
the story, he said, I am Yery sorry for your 
n1isfortunc, but I do not perceive that I 
was the cause of it: for I do not remem

ber that I ever :id vised you to catch pigs 

by tbe hinder legs. T. N' o, sir; but you 
t()!d me that feedjng animals ,ras the 

·::av to make them love rne, and so I ., 

.~\::anted to feed tlie pig. .l\Ir. D. But it 

was not my fault th:1t ycu attempted it in 
:i w rcmg rna11~1cr. 1 he a11 irnal did Not 

know your jn tcntions, an<l t hereforc, 
when ,·ou seized him in so \·iolen ta m::i.n-.., 

11cr, be natural I y a ttcrn ptcd to c~c.ape; 
and bis mother, ht'a1 ;n?' his cries, very 
11atprally carnc to hi::, 8.::isi~t,tncc. 1\ll that 
happened \':a,; O\ring to ycrnr inexperi
ence. lkfore you 11cddlc with any ani
mal, yon sl1oul d m,i.J..:c yourself acqu~iut
rd with his nature and disp11sition; othcr
w1sr, you n~ay fare like tbc littie bo,·, 

' ., f ,... ./ 
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d1at, in attempting to catch flies, was 
stuns· by a wasp; or, like another, that, 
seeing an adder slerpingu pon a bank, took 
it for an eel, <1ncl was Litten by it, ,vbich 
had nearly cost him his life. T. But, sir, 
I thought I-farry had mentioned a little 
boy that used to feed a snake without 
receiving any hurt from it. l\Ir. B. That 
might very well happen: there is scarcely 
any crc~turc that ,vill do hurt without it 
is attacked or wants food, and some of 
these reptiles are entirely harmless, others 
not; therefore the best "'ay is not to 
1neddle with any thing till you are per .. 
fcctly acquainted with its nature. Had 
:you observed this rule, you ne,·er ·would 
have attempted to catch tho pig by the 
hinder 1cg, in order to tame it; and it is 
very lucky that you did not make the ex. 
perimen t upon a larger animal, othenvise 
you might have been as badly treated as 
the tay lor was hy the elephant. T. Pray, 
sir, what is this curious story? But 
first tell me, if you please, what an ele"" 
phant i_s. 

H£ 
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Au elephant, said l\fr. Barlow, is the 

Jargestland ani111al that we are acqua•inted 

~vith. It isn1any times thicker than an 

JOx, and grows to the height of eleYen or 

it;v,.·eh·e feet. Its strength, as 1nay be easily 

:imagined, is prodigious, but it is, at the 

same t:1ne, so verf gentle, that it rarely 

Joes hurt to a1~¥ thing, even in the 

·voods where it resides. It does not eat 

flesh, but lives ,upon the fruits and 

JJrapches of trees. But what is most sin

gular about its make is, that, instead of a 

r1ose, it has a long, hollow piece of flesh, 

'\\ hich grows over its n1outh to the length 

.of three .or fo~r feet. This is called the 

trunk of the elephant, and he is capable 

of beriding it in .every .direction. '-Vhen 

~1c want-s to break off thc ·branch of a tree; 

]iv t :wists this trunk round it, and snaps it 

.o ff directly. 1,rhen he ,van ts to <lrink, he 

lets it down into t Le water, sucks up se

iveral o-allmw at a time, and th en doublin2' 
~ 

~ 

t he ,en.d of it hac k, discharges it all into 

l1is 1nouth. But if he is so large, sai<l 

To nmy, and strong , I should suppose it 

r 
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n1ust be impossible ever to ta1ne him. Sci 
perhaps it would, replied Mr. Barlow, did 

they not instruct those that have been 
already tamed to assist in catching others 
T. How is that, sir? l\!Ir. B. \Vhen they 
have discovered a forest ,vhere these ani

:mais resort, they make a large enclosure 
with strong pales and a deep ditch, lea \·i ng. 
only one entrance to it, ,vhich has a stroug 

gate left purposely open. They tben kt 
one or two of tbeir tame elephants loose} 

who join the wild~ ones, an.cl gradually 

entice them into the enclosure. As soon 

as one of these has entered, a 1nan who 

stood ready, shuts the gates, arul takes him 

prisoner. The animal, finding himself 

thus entrapped, begins to grow furious, 

and atten1pts to escape: but immediately 

two tame ones, of the largest size and 

greatest strength, who had been placed 
there on purpose, come up to him one en 
each side, ancl beat him lVith their trunks 
till he becomes more quiet. A 1nan then 

comes behind, ties a very large cord to 
each of his hind legs, and fastens the 
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other ead of it to two gn~at trees. He is 
then left without food for some hours,and 

in that time generally becomes so docile, as 

to suffer himself to be conducted to the 
i;table that is prepared for him, where he 

lives tbe rest of his life like an horse, or 

any other sort of domestic animal. T. An cl 
pray, sir, what did the elephant do to the 
taylor? 11r. B. There was at Surat, a city 
,vhere many of these tame elephants are 

4 kept, a tay lor, that used to sit and work 

in his sl_1ed, close to the place to which 
these elephants were led every day to 
drink. This man contracted a kind of 

acquaintance with one of the largest of 
these beasts, and used to present hin1 
fruits and other vegetables, whenever the 

elephant passed by his door. The elephant 

was accustomed to put his long trunk in 

at the window, and to receive in that 

1nanner whatever his friend chose to gi \·e. 

But one day, tbe taylor happened to b~ 
in a more than ordinary ill humour, and, 

not considerino· how dano·crous it m1crht 
t°' b b 

}ffO\·e to proroke an animal of t lwt size 
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"'nd strength, \\'hen the elephant put his 
trunk in :it the ·windo\v, as usual, instead 

of gi \'ing him any thing to eat, he pricked 
him with hi·s needle. The eleriliant in
stantly withdrew bis trunk, and without 
shewing any 111arks of rcsent~Tlent, went 
on with the rest todriuk; but after he had 

quenched his thirst, he collected a large 

q uan ti ty of the dirtiest water he could 

find in his trunk, ·which, I bave already 
told you, is capable of holding· many 
gallons, and w ben he passed by the tay

lor's shop in his return, he discharged it 
full in his face, with so true an aim, t!iat 

. he wetted him all over, and almost drown
ed him; thusjustly punishingthe man for 
his i 11- nature ancl breach of friendsb i p. 
-Indeed, said Harry, considering the 
strength of the animal, lie mnst hayc had 

great moclcratii.Yil and gc1:eros1ty not to 
ha,·c punished the man more sc\·erely; and 

therefore I think it is a very g1 eat sIH!n1e 

to men C\·er to lw cruel to animds., ,rLcn 

they arc so affectionate and httmanc to 
-.-- • , "l""T l' l ,.,, "1''"' \·F-1·\1 1· 10 tlt s ·11L- · ,, {a---... ., '-l Lt \...· ._ '11, "t:J ) (. ...._\..Lt• ,.. i. 
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low; and l remember another story of an 
elephant, which, if true,. is still more ex
traordinary. These animals.,. although in 
general they are as.docile and obedient to 
the per.son that takes care of the1n as a 
dog, are son1etimes seized with a species 
of impatience ,rhich n1akes them abso
lutely ungovernable. It is then danger
ous to come near them, and very difficult 
to restrain them. I should have mention
ed, that in the ea~tern parts of the world, 
where e1ephan ts. ai;c~ found, the kings and 
princes keep them to ride upon as we do 
horses: a kind of tent or pavilion is fixed 
upon the back of the anima1 1 in. which 
one, or more persons, is placed,. and the 
keeper that is used to manage him, sits 
upon the neck of the ele1Jhant, and guides 
him by means of a pole with an iron hook 
at the end. Now, as. these animals are 
there of gi:e:>at Yaluc, the keeper is fre
quently severely punished, if any accident 
happens to the animal by his carelessness. 
But, one day, one of the largest elephants, 
being seized ,vitb a sudden fit of passion► 
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had broken loose, and, as the keeper ,vas 
not in the way, nobody was able to ap• · 

pease him, or dared to come near him. 

,vhile he ,vas, therefore, running about 

in this manner, he chanced to see the ,vife· 

of his keeper, who had often fed him as 

,vell as her husband, with her young: child 

in her arms, with which she was cndea

Youring to escape from his fury. The 

,voman ran as fast as she was able: but 
finding that it wa5 impossible for her to 

escape, because these beasts, al though so 

very large, are able to run very fast, she 

resolutely turned about, and throwiug her 

child down before the elephant, thus- ac~-... 
costed him, as if he had been capable of 

understanding her:. Y~ ou ungrateful beast, 

is this the return you make for a11 the bc

nefi ts we ha Ye bestowed ? Ha \·e we fed 
you, and taken care of you, by day and 

!1ight, during so 1112.ny years,. only that 

'OU mav at 1ast destrov us nll ?· Crush .. .. J .,/ , 

t iien, this po~n 1nnocent chil<!,a:ncl• me, ir.. 
}·e tu rn for the serv1ees that my ln1sb",nd 
J. HlS dct.e vou.1 ,, 
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"\fhile she was 111aking these p3.ssic.nate 
exclamations, the elcphl11 t approacl1e<l 
the place \\' here the 1 i ttle j nfan t lay, but, 
instead of trampling upon him, or hurt
ing him, he stopped short, and looked at 
him with earnestness, as if he hQd been 
sensible of sj}arne ~rnd comp:is~ion; and 
his hiry from that instant abating·, he 
sdfercd hi111self to be led without oppo
;, ition to h:s stable.-'Tommy thtinkcd 
l\Ir. Barlow for these two stories, and pro
!niscd, for the fJture, to use -1nore <lis
·iret1on in Lis kindness to ~nimals. 

The next day Torn my ancl'Harry went 
1nto the garden to sow the wheat which 
liarry had brought with him upon a bed 
·whieh '"fommy had dug fo::- thJ.t purpose. 
"\Vhilc they were at work, To .nrny said , 
Pray, IL1rry, did you ever hear the stor.:· 
,J f the men that were obligccl to li\·e six 
v ears upon that terrible coicl cou11tn·, I 
i. , I ✓ 

furget the name of it, where tbere is 110-

thiag but snO\\? and ice, :-tncl scarcely any 

o ther animals but s:-reat bc~us that are· 
• :.J 

i ead •} to eat men u P? JJ . ·y cs, I h~\·1.:. T. 
✓ A 
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And did not the very thoughts of it 
frighten you r1 reaclfu lly? 1-I. No, I can

not say they did. T. ,vby, should you 

like to li\'c in such a country? II. No, cer

tainly; I am very happy that I was born 

in such a country as this, where the wea

ther is scarcely e\'er too hot or too cold: 
but a man must bear pJ.tiently whatever 

is his lot i:1 this world. T. That is true 

-But should yon not cry, and be very 

rn uch afnicted, if you were left upon such 

a country? H. I should certainly be ve1·y 
sorry, if I was left there alone, more es

pecially :is I am not big enough or sti:ong 
enough to defend myself against such 
fierce ,inimals. But the crying would do 
n1c no good-it would be better to do 
so:nething: and eucleavour to hei p myself, 
'I: Indeed I think it would; but what 
could you do? II. \Vby, 1 would cndc,l

Your to build myself an lrnuse, if} could 
find any mate-rials~ T . .t\ n cl what mate·~ 
ria1s is an hou-.;e made of? 1 thought it 1rnd 
been i m possi bk to 111a ke r:.n house ,1.'1 th

~ut basing a gi·tat rn-:ny pcc:plc of dif-
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ferent trades, such ~s carpenters and 
bricklayers. IL 1~ ou know there are 
houses of different s-izcsi The houses that 
the poor people live in, are \·1;ry different 
from your father's house. T. Y cs, they 
are little, nasty, dirty, disagreeable places; 
] should not like to live in them at all. 
I-1. And yet the poor are in general as 
Hrong and- bealthy as the rich. But if. 
YOU could ha\·c no other, vou would ra-. ~ 

rhcr live in one of them tha11 be ex posed 
10 t:-w \vea.ther. T. \,.. es certainly. And• 
hov-: wou1d you make one of them?· I➔. 
lf I could get any wocd,. and. had an, 
Jntchct, I would cut do\"11 some branches . 
of trees, and stick them upright in the· 
ground, near to each other. ~- And what 
tb~n? II. I would- t hrn get some other 
)ranches, but more full of small wood, 
and these I wGu1d interwea\'e between 
them, just as we n1ake hurdles. to confine 
the sheep: and then, as- that mig-ht not 
be wai:m enough to rc~ist t11e wind and. 
cold; J: wou Id cover them over, both 
w-ithirt ~~n<l \vitUout, wit-l~ clny. T, Clay, 
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·what is that? II. It is a particular kind of 
earth that sticks to your feet when you 
tread upon it, or to your hands when you· 
touch it. T. I declare I- did not think it 
had been.so easy to n1ake an house. And 
do you. think that people could really live 
in such l10uses-? H. Certainly they might, . 
because many persons live in such houses 
here, and I ha\'C been told that in many 
parts of the world they haYe not any 
other. Really, said Tommy, I 5hould 
like to try to n1ake an house; do you 
:hink, Harry, that you and I could 111ake 

one? Ye&, said Harry, if I had wood and 
clay enough, I think I cou1d, and a.small 
liatchet to s-harpen th(:; stakes, and make 
't hem enter the ground.-1\lr. Bar1ow then• 
c ame to call them in to reac1, and told' 
Tommy, that, as he had been talking so 
n1uch about good~nature to animals, be 
had looked hi1n out a .. ;cry pretty story 
t1pon. the subject, and begged that he 
would read it well. That l will, said 
·rornmy; for I begin to like reading ex
t-r('mely: and I thinR that I am ha-ppier 
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too since I learned it; for. now I c~n al
·ways divert myself. Indeed, 2nswered 
l\lr. Bctrlow, most people find it so. \Vhen 
any one can read, he wiil not find the 
knowledge ciny ourthern to him; and it 
is his own fault 1 if he iJ- not const:1ntly 

amused. This is an acl\·a1Jt2~~e, Tommy, 
which a gentleman, ~uce you are so fond 

of the word, nD.y moi:e particularly enjoy, 
bccau"e he h~Ls so nu1ch time at his own 
dispos-11. And it is much better that he 
should distinguish himself by hasing more 
knowledge ,1ncl irnproYemcnt than others, 
th:111 by fine clothes, <1: ~:rny such trifles, 
which any one may ha\·c that can pur
chase them, as well as himself. Tommy 
tlwn read, with a clear an-d distinct voice, 
the following story of 

TUE G0OD-::~LATURE:D LITTLE BOY. 

, .A LITTLE boy went out, one morning, 
to ,,·a1k to a village about five miles from 
the place ,vhcrc he lived, and carried 
with him, in a b1skct, the provision that 

t: 
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was to serve him the whole day. As he 

was walking along, a poor little half
stan-ed dog came up to birn, wagging his 

tail, and seeming to entreat him to take 

compassion on him. The little boy at 

first took no notice of him, but at length 

remarking how lean and famished the 

creature seemed to be, he saids This ani

mal is certainly in very great necessity: 

if I give him part of my provi3ion, I shall 

be obliged to go home hungry myself; 

however, as he seems to want it more 

than I do, he sha I I p.artake \\' ith me. 
Saying this, he gaye the dog part of wbat 

he had in his basket, \\' ho ate as if he had 

not tasted Yictuals for a fortnight. The 
1ittlc boy ,rent on a little farther, his 

<log still following him, and fawning 

upon hin1 with the greatest gratitude and 
~ffection, when he saw a poor old horse 

iying upon the ground, and groaning as 

if he was very ill: he went np to him, 
and saw that he wa3 almost starved, and 

so weak that he was unable to rist. 1 a1n 
very.n1uch afraid, s~id the little boy, if 
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I stay to assist this horse, that it wilt fre 

dark before I can return, and I ha,·e 
11eard there are several· tll eves ju the 

11eighhourboocl: howeYer, I will try; it 
js doing a good action to attempt to re

lieve him, and God Almighty ,,jl.l take· 

care of n1e. Ile then went and gathered 

some grc1ss, which he brought to the 

horse's mouth, who immediately began 
to cat with as much relish as if his chief 
disease was hunger. lie tlwn fetched 
some water in. his hat, which the ani maL 
drank up. and seemed immediately to be 

~m much refrt:shed, that, after a few ti:inls,. 
he got up, and began grazing. Be then
"1,ven t on a, 1 i ttle farther, and saw a· man .. 
wading about 111 a pond of wJ.ter, ·without 

being able to get out of it, in spite of alr 

his endeavours. \Vhat is the matter, good 

rnan, said th~ little boy to him; can't 
you find y.0ur way out of this pond? No, 
God ble~s you, my wort liy master, or. 
1niss, said the man,; for sucb I, take youi. 
to be by your voice: I have fallen into 

this pond, and kno\.\ not· how to get out; 

I 
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again, as I am quite blind, and I an1 al
most afraid to move, foT fear of being 
drowned. ,v ell, said the little boy, 
though I shall be wetted to the skin, if 
you will throw me your stick, I will try 
to help you out of it. , The blind 1nan. 
then threw the stick to that side on 
V{hich he heard the voice; the little boy 
caught it, and went into the water, f cel-
~ng very carefully before him, lest he 
should unguardedly go beyond his depth: 
at length he reached the blind 1nan, took 
bim very carefully by the hand, a.nd led 
him out. The blind 1nan then gave hi1n a 
thous.and blessings, and, told him he could. 
grope out his way home, and tbe little 
boy ran on as ha.rd as.he cou1d, to prevent 
being· benighted~ But he had not pro
ceeded far before he saw a poor sailor, 
that had lost both bis legs in an engage-
1nen.t by sea, hopping along upon crutches. 
God bless. you, 111y Ii ttle master, said the 
sailor; I ha,ve fought many a battle with 
the French to defend poor Old England, 
but now I am crippled, as you see,. ancf 
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have neither \'ictuals nor 1:1oney, although 
I am almost famished. The little !Joy 
could not resist his inclination to relieve 

him, so he gr~ve him all his remaining 
victuals, and said, God help you~ poor 
n1an ! this is all I have, otherwise you 
should have more. He then ran a1ong, 
and presently arrived at the town he 
was boing to, did his business, an cl re
turned towards his own home, ,rith all 
the e4ypcdition he was able. But he had 
not gone m uc:h more than 1ml f way, 
de fore the night shut in ex trerne1y dark, 
without e.ithcr n1oon or stars to lip;ht him. 

The poor little boy die! all he was able 
to find his way, but u11fortunately missed 
it i11 turning down a lane which brought 
him into a wood, where he wandered 

about a great while without being able to 
find any path to lead him out. Tired c,ut 

:1.t bst and hungry, he felt himself so 

feeble, that he could go .no frirthcr, but 
sat himself dovn1 upon the ground, cry• 

inF most bitterly. In this situation 
0 ~ 

he rem::i.ined for some time, till ,at. b~t 
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the little dog, who had never forsakc11 
him, came up to him, wagging his tail~ 

an cl holding something in his n1outh. 

The little boy took it fr01n him, and saw 

1t was an handkerchief nicely pinned to

gether, which somebody had dropped, 

and the dog had picked up; ancl upon 
~pening it, he found several slices of 

bread and meat, which tbe little boy ate 

with great satisfaction, and felt himself 

extremely refreshed with his n1eai. So, 

said the little boy, I see that if I have 

given you a breakfast, you have gi\·en me 

a supper, and a good turn is never lost, 
done even to a dog. lie then once 1nore 

attempted to escape fro1n the wood, but 

it was to no purpose; he only scratched 

his legs with briers, and slipped down in 

the dirt, without being able to find his 

way out. He was just going to give up 

all farther attempts in despair, when he 

ha.ppcned to sec an horse feeding before 

him, an<l going up to hini, saw, by the 
iight of the moon, which just then began 

to shine a little, that it was the \'Cry same .. 
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11c had fed in the morning. Perhaps, saicl 
the little boy,. this creature, as I have been • so good to him, will Jet me get upon his. 
back, and he 1nay bring me out of the 
·•;rood, as he is accustomed to feed in this 
neighbourhood. The little boy then 
i.vent up to the horse, speaking to hin1 
and stroking him, and the horse let hini
mount his back without opposition; and 
then proceeded slowly through the ,vood, 
0 razing as he went, till he brought him .. 
to an opening which led to the high road .. 
The,little hoy ,vas 1nuch rejoiced at this,, 
and said, If I had not sa·vcd this crea
ture's life in the mornimg, I should ha.,:e 
been obliged to have staid here aH night; 
I see Ly this, that a good turn is ne\·cr 
lost. But the poor little boy had yet a 
greater danger to undergo; for as J1e 
,vas going along a solitary Jane, two men 
r ushed out upon him, laid hold of him, and 
were going to strip him of his clothes; but 
just as they were beginning to do it, the 
little dog bit the leg· of one of the men with 
~o much violence, that he left the little boy, 
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:and ptusQed the dog, that ran howling 
and barking away. In th.is instant a voice 
,vas heard that cried out There the 
rascals are, let us knock then1 down l 
which frig11 tened the remaining mau 

· so much, that he ran away, and 11is 
.companion followed him. The little boy 
then looked up, and saw that it was the 
sailor, whon1 he had relieved in the morn~ 
ing, carried upon the shou h:lers of the 
blind man whom he had helped out of 
the pond. There, n1y little {lear, said the 
,sailor, Goel be thanked! we havecome in 
time to do you a service, in return for 
what you did us in the n1orning. -As I 
lay under an hedge I heard these villains 
ta 1 k of robbing a little boy, that, from the 
description, I concluded must be you; 
but I .was so lan1e, that I should not have 
been able to come time enough to help 
you, .if I had not met this honest blind 
man, ,v110 took 1ne upon his back, while 
I shewed him the way. The little boy 
t hank~d then1 yery gratefully for thus 
<lcfending him; and they went altogether 
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to his father's house, which ,vas not fa r 

off, where they "·ere all kindly entertain 

ed with a supper and a bed. The littl e 
boy took care of his faithful clog as long as 
be li;,ed, and never forgot the irn portance 

and nccessi ty of doing good to otbers, if 
we wish them to do the same to us. 

Upon my \vord, said Tommy, ,vhcn he 
had finished, I am vastly pleased with this 
story; and I think that 1t may very likely 
be true, for I have observed myself that 

every thing seems to love little Harry 

here, n1erely because he js good-natured 

to it. I was quite surprised to sec the 
great dog, the other day, which I lrnYc 
11ever dared to touch, for fear of being 

bitten, fayrning upon birn, and licking 
bim all over: it put me in mind of the 
the story of Androcles and the Lion. 
That clog, said:\.Ir. Barlow, will be cqual1y 

fond of you, if you arc kind to him; for 

uothing equals the sagacity and gratitude 
of a dog. But since you 11avc read a 

story about a good-natured l>o_y, Harry 

•• 
" 

,..,, 
"J"ll 

Le 

t: 



SANDFOHD AND :MERTON. 191 

~hall read you another, concerning a boy 

of a contrary disposition. I-Iarry then 
read the following story of 

THE ILL-NATURED BOY. 

THERE was once a little boy wbo was 
so unfortunate as to have a very bad man 

for his father, who was always surly and 

ill-tempered, and never gayc his children 
either good instructions or good example: 
·in consequence of which, thjs little boy, 
who might otherwise ha\·e been happier 
and better, became ill-natured, quarrel

some, and disJ.~reeablc to every oodv. 
U ., V 

He ,·crv often was seYerelv beaten by · v ., ~ 

boys that were bio- 0 ·er than himself for 
" Ob , 

his imp~:rtiucnce, and sometimes by boys 
that \rere less· for thouo-h he was very 

. ' ' 0 

abusive an<l quarrelsome, he did not 
1nuch like fighting, and generally trusted 

n1orc to his heels than his courage, when 
he had engaged ~1imself in a qunrrcl. 
·This little boy had a cur dog that was 
tbc cxJ.ct ima~tc of himself; he was the 

\.J 
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n1ost troublesome, surly creature imagit

-able, al ways barking at the heels of every 

horse he came near, and worrying every 

sheep he could meet with; for which 

reason both the <log and the boy were 

disliked by all the neighbourhood. 

One morning bis father got up early to 

go to the alehouse, where he intended to 

:Stay till night, as it was an holiday; but 

·before he went out, he gave his son some 

bread and cold n1eat, and six-pence, and 

;told hin1 that he might go and divert 

himself as he would the whole day. The 

little boy was very much pleased with t-his 

liberty; and as it was a very fine morn-

. ing, he called his dog Tiger to follo\v 

him, and began his walk. lie had not 

.proceede-.d far before he met a little boy, 

tbat was -driving a flock of sheep towanls 

a gate that he wanted them to enter. 

Pray, master, said the little boy, stand 

~till, and keep your dog close to you, for 

fear you frighten my sheep. Oh I yes, 

to be sure, answered the ill-natured little 

.Loy; I am to wa..it here all the n1orning 
• I 
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till yoll and your sheep have passed, I 
suppose! Here, Tiger, seize the1n1 boy ! 
Tiger at this sprang forth into the mid .. 
dle of the flock, barking and biting on 
every side, and the ~heep, in a general 
consternation, hurried each a separate 
way. Tiger seemed to enjoy this sport 
equally ,vith his master; but in the midst 
of his triumph, he happened unguardedly 
to attack an old rain that had n1ore cou-
rage than the rest of the flock: he, in
stead of running away, faced about, and 
aimed a blow· ,vith his forehead at his 
enen1y, with so much force and dexterity, 
t1rnt he knocked Tiger over and over, 
and butting him several times ,vhile he 
was down, obliged him to limp howling 
a.way. The ill-natured little boy, who 
,vas not capable of loving any thing, ;had 
been very much diverted with the trepi
dation of the sheep; but no,v he laughed 
heartily at the misfortune of his dog; 
and he would have laughed much longer, 
had not the other little boy, provoked be .. 
ypnd hi~ p~tiencc at . this treatn1ent, 

VOL. I. I 
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thro\rn a stone at him, which hit 11im 
full upon the tern ples, and almost knock

ed him down. Ife immediately began 
to cry, in concert with his dog, and per

ceiving a n1an coming towards them, 

whom he fancied might be the owner of 

the s11eep, he thought it most prudent to 

escape as speedily as possible. But he 

had scarcely recovered fro111 the smart 

which the blow had occasioned, Lefore 

his former mischievous disposition return

ed, ,rhich be detern1ined to gratify to 

the utmost. He had not gone far, before 

he s3w a little girl standiug lJ.Y a stile 

with a large pot of rniik at her feet. 

Pray, said the little g~rl, help me up witli 
this pot of milk: my mother sent me out 

t o fetch it this morning, and I have 

brought it abo,·e a mile upon my l1ead; 
but lam no tired that I have been obliged 

to stop at this stile to rest rne; and if I 

don't return home presently, we shall 

ha \·e no pudding to-day, and, besides, my 

n1other will be very angry with m~. 

,r bat, said the boy, you are to have a 

fo· 
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puddi!~g to-day, are you, miss? Yes, said 
the girl, and a :fine piece of roast beef; 
for there's uncle 1,,Vi 11, and uncle John) 
and grandfc1thcr, and all my cousins, to 
dine with us; and lre shall be very 111erry 
in the e,·ening, I can assure you: so, pray 
help me up, as speedily as possible. That 
I ,rill, miss, said the boy, and taking up 
the jug, he pretended to fix it upon her 
head; out just as she had hold of it, he 
gave it a little pusb, as if he had stum
bled, and overturned it upon her. The 
1itt1e girl began to cry ,·iolently; but the 
n1ischic,·ous boy ran away laughing 
heartily, and saying, Good by, little 1niss; 
give my humble set-Yice to uncle Wil1) 
and grandfather, and the dear little cou~ 
sins.-This prank encouraged him very 
1nuch; for he thought that now he had 
certainly escaped without any bad conse
quences: so he went on, applauding his 
O\\·n ingenuity, and came to a green, where 
several little boys were at play. He desired 
leave to p1ay with them, which they al~ 
lowed him to do. But he could not be 

I 2 
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contented long, without exerting his evil 
disposition; so, taking an opportunity 

when it was his turn to fling the bal~ in

stead of flinging it the way he ought to 

have done, he threw it into a deep muddy 

ditch: the little boys ran in a great hurry 
to see ,vhat was become of it, and as 

they were standing all together upon the 
brink, he gave the outermost boy a vio
lent push against his neighbour; he, not 

being able to resist the violence, tum

bled against the next, that next against 

another, by which means they all soused 

into the ditch together. They soon 

scrambled out, although in a dirty 

plight, and were going to have punished 

him for his ill behaviour; but he patted 

T_iger upon the back, who began snarl

ing and growling in such a 1nanner as 

n1ade therp desi~t. Thus this little mis~ 

chicvous boy escaped a. second time with 

impunity. , 
· The next thing that he n1et ·w ith was 

a poor jack-ass feeding very quietly in a 

<li_tch. The Ettle hoy, seeing th_at nobody . . 
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was ,vithin sight, thought this was an op

portunity of plaguing an animal that ,vas 

, not to be lost; so he went and cut ·a large 

bunch of thorns, which he contrived to 

fix to the poor beast's tail, and then set

ting Tiger at hirnt he was extremely 

diverted to see the fright and agony the 

creature was in. But it did not fare so 

well with Tiger, who, while he was bay

ing and biting the animal's heels, receiv

ed so severe a kick upon his head, as laid 

him dead upon the spot. The boy, who 

11ad no affection for his dog, left him with 
the greatest unconcern, ,vhen he saw what 

had happened, and, finding himself hun
gry, sat down Ly the way side to eat his 
dinner. He had not been 1ol1g there, be

fore a poor blind n1an can1e groping his 
,vay out with a couple of sticks. Good 

1norning tu you, gaffer, said the boy; pray 
did you see a little girl come this road, 

i.vith a basket of eggs upon her head, 

dressed in a green gown, with a straw hat 
upon her head? God bless you, n1aster, 
said the beggar, I am so blind that I can 
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see nothing either in heaven above, or on 
the earth below: I have been blind these 
twenty years, and they call me poor, old, 
blind, Ricbar<l. Though this poor man 
was such an object of charity and con1-
passion, yet the little boy determined as 
usual to play hi:11 some trick; and as he 
was a great liar and deceiver, he spoke to 
11i1n thus : Poor, old, Richard ! I am 
heartily sorry for you with all my heart: 
I am just eating my breakfast, and if you 
will sit down by me, I will give you part, 
and feed you myself. Thank _you with all 
my heart, said the p9or man, and if you 
will give me your hand, I will sit by you 
with great p1easure, my dear, goo<l little 

-n1aster ! The little boy then gave him his 
hand, and, pretending to direct him, guid
ed him to sit down in a large heap of wet 
dung that lay by the ruacl side. There, 
said he, now you are nicely seated, and I 
will feed you; so taking a Ii ttle in his 
fingers, he was going to put it into the 
blind man's mouth. But the man, who 
DO\V pcrcei\·e<l the trick that had been 
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played bi1n, n1ade a sudden snap at his 

fingers, and getting them between his 

teeth, bit them so severely, that the wick

ed boy roared out for mercy, and pro .. 

1nised never more to be guilty of such 

wicke'Clness. ..A .. t last the blind man, after 

he bad put him to very severe pain, con ... 

sented to let hin1 go, saying as he wen.t, 

Are you not ashamed, you Ii ttle scoun

clrel, to attempt to do hurt to those who 

have never injured you, and to want to 

acld to the sufferings of those \vho are al

ready suihciently miserable? Although 

you escape now, be assured, that, if you 

do not repent and 111end your manners, 

you wili meet with a severe punishment 

for your bad behaviour. 
One would think, that this punishment 

should have cured him entirely of this 

mischievous disposition, but, unfortunate

ly, nothing is so difficult to overcome as 

bad habits that ha,·e been long indulged .. 

He had not gone far, before he saw a lame 

beggar that just n1ade a shift to support 

. himself by the means of a couple of~ticks. 
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The beggar asked hi1n ta give him some
thing, and the little mischievous boy, 
pulling out his six-pence, thre,v it down 

just before him, as if he intended to 
n1ake hin1 a present of it; but while the 
poor man ,vas stooping ,vith difficulty to 
pick j t up, this wicked Ii ttle boy knocked 
the stick away, by which means the beg
gar fell down upon his face, and then 
snatching up the six-pence, he ran away 
laughing very heartily at the accident. 

This ,vas the last trick this little ungra
cious boy had it in his power to play; for 
seeing two men co1ne up to the beggar, 
and enter into discourse ,vith him, he 
,vas afraid of being pursued, and there
fore ran as fast as he was able over seve
ral fields. At last he came into a lane 
v1hich led to a farmer's orchard, and as 
he ,vas preparing to clamber over the 
fence, a large dog seized bim hy the leg, 
and held him fast. He cried out in an 
agony of terror, which brought the farm .. 
er out, who called the dog off, but seized 
him very roughly, saying, So ! sir, you 
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'·are caught at last, are you? You thought , 

you 111ight come day after day and steal 

·my apples, without detection; but it 

seems you are n1istaken, and now you 

shall receive the punishment you have so 

long deserved. The farmer then began 

to chastise him very severely with a whip 
he had in his hand, and the boy in vain 

protested he was innocent, and begged 

for mc1~cy. At last the farmer asked hiu1 
"rho he ,vas, and where he lived; but 

,vhen he had heard his name, he cried out> 

,vhat are you the little rascal that fright 

cned my sheep this morning, by which 

means several of them are lost? and do 

yon think to escape ?-Saying this, he 
lashed him more severely than before, in 

spite of all his cries and protestations. 

1\.t length, tbinking he had punished him 

enough, he turned him out of the orchard, 

bade him go hom_e, and frighten sheep 

again if be liked ti1e consequences. The 

little b0v slunk awav crvino· verv bitter-
.1 J ., b V 

ly, for he had been very severely beaten, 

· and now began to fi11d that no one can 

I !> 
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long hurt others with impunity: so he 
determined to go quietly home, and be
have better for tbe future. But his suf
ferings were not yet at an end; for as he 
jurn peel down fron1 a stile, 11e felt him
self very roughly seized, and, looking up, 
1ound that he was in the power of the 
lame beggar whom he had thrown upon 
his fitce. It was in vain tba t he now cried, 
entreated, and begged pardon: the man, 
who had been n1uch hurt Ly his fall, 
threshed him \'ery severely \Vith his stick, 
before he would part with him. Ile now 
again wei:t on, crying and rcnriug with 
pain, but at least expected to escape with
out farther damage. But here he was 
mistaken ; for as 11e was walking slowly 
through a lane, just as he turned a corner, 
he found himself in the middle of the 
very troop of bo) s that he had used so jll 
in the morning. They all set up a shout 
as soon as they saw their enemy in their 
power without his dog, and began perse
cuting him in a thousand various ways. 
Some pui lcd him by the hairJ others 
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pinched him ; some whipped his legs 

with their handkerchiefs, while others 

covered him with handfuls of dirt. In 
vain did he attempt to escape, they were 

still at his heels, and, surrounding him 
on every side, continued their persecu

tions. At length, w bile he was in this 
disagreeable situation, he happened to 

come up to the same jack-ass he had seen 

in the morning, and making a sudden 

spring jumped upon his back, hoping by 
these means to escape. The boys imn1e 

. diateiy rene\re<l their shouts, and the ass, 

who was frightened at the noise, begau 

galloppiiig with all his n1ight, and pre 

scntly bore him from the reach of his ene

mies. But he hacl little reason to rejoice 

at this escape; for he found it irnpos:sible 

to stop the animal, and was eyery j nstan t 
afraid of being thrown off, and dashed 
upon the grvund. After he had been thus 
_hurried along a consi<lcrable time, the ass 
on a sudden stopped short at the door of 
a cottage, and began kicking and pranc

ing with so much fury, th~{t the l; ttle boy 
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was presently thrown to the ground,. and 
broke his leg in the fall. His cries imme 
diately brought the family out, among 
whom was the very little girl he had used 

, ill in the morning. But she, with the great
est good-nature, seeing him in such a pi
tiable situation, assisted in bringing hint 
in, and laying him upon the bed. There 
this unfortunate boy had leisure to recol
let;t himself, and reflect upon his own bad 
belrnYiour, \\.·hich in one day 's time had 
e, po~ed hin1 to such a Yariety of misfor
tunes; -and he detern1ined ·with great sin
cerity, that, if ever he recoyered from his ., ' 

present accident, he would be as careful 
to take every opportunity of doing good, 
,1s be had before been to commit every 
species of n1i5chiet: 

'\Vhen the story was ended, Tommy said 
i t was very surprising to see how diffe
rently the two little boys fared. The one 
little boy was good natured, and therefore 
every thing he met became his friend, and 
,;tM:sted him in return : the other, who 

n 
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,vas ill-natured, made every thing his 

enemy, and therefore he n1etwith nothing 

but misfortunes and vexations, and no

body seemed to feel any compassion for 

him, excepting the poor little girl that a::;~ 

sisted hin1 at last, which was very kind 

indeed of her, considering ho\V ill she had 

been used. That is very true, indeed, said 

· T\Ir. Barlow: nobody is loved in this 

world, unless he loves others and does 

good to them ; and nobody can tell but 

one tin1e or other he may want the assist

ance of the meanest ·and lowest. There

fore evcrv sensible man will behave well ., 

to eve;·y thing around him ; he will be

have well, because it is his duty to do it, 
because every benevolent person feels the 

greatest pleasure in doing good, and even 

because it is his own interest to make as 

many friends as possible. No one can tell, 

however secure his present situation may 
appear, how soon .it may altei:, and he 

may have occasion for tl1e compassion of 

those who are now infinitely below him. 

-1 could she,v you a story to that pinpo5~, 
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but you have read enough, and therefore 
yon must now go out and use some exer
cise. Oh! pray, sir, said Tommy, do let 
me hear the story. I think I could now 
read for ever, without being ti1c:cl. No, 
said 11r. Bc1rlow; e\'cry tbing has its 
turn. To•n1orrow you shall read, Gut now 
we must work in the garden. Then, pray, 
sir, said Tommy, may I ask a favour of 
you? Surely, answered i\1 r. Barlow: if it 
is proper for you to have, th~re is nothing 
can give me a greater pleasure than to 
grant it. \Vhy then, said Tommy, I have 
been thinking tbat a man should know 
how to do e\·ery thing in this ,,·orld. 1Ir. 
B. Very right; the more knowledge he 
acquires, the better. 'I'. And therefore 
llarry and I are going to build an house . 
. l\Ir. B. To build an house !--1Yell, and 
have you laid in a sufficient quanti ty 
of brick and mortar? No, no, said Tom
my, sn1iling, 1Iarry and I can bui1d houses 
without brick and moi·tar. i\I r. B. VVhat 
are thev to be made of then, card~? Dea l' 
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are such little children as to \rant card

houses? No, we are going to build real 

houses, fit for people to live in. And then 

you k1~ow, if ever we should be thrown 

upon a desert coast, as the poor men were, 

we shall be able to supply ourselves with 

necessaries, till some ship comes to take 

ns away. l\lr. B. And if no ship should 

come, what then? T. "'hy then we 1nust 

stay there all our lives, l am afraid. 1\Ir. 

B. If you wish to prepare yourself against 

that event, I think )Oll are much in the 

r]ght, for nobody knows what may hap

pen to him in this world. ,vhat is it then 

you \\'ant, to make your house? T. The 

first thing we want, sir, is wood, and an 

hatchet. l\lr. B. ,rood you shall have 

in plenty ;-but did you ever use an 

hatchet? T. No, sir. ).Ir. B. Then I mn 

afraid to let you hnse one, because it is a 

very dangerous kind of tool ; and if you 

1re not expert in the use of it, you may 

wound yourself seYerely. But if yon ,vill 

let me know what you want, I, who a111 

:norc strong and expert, will take the 
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hatchet and cut down the wood for you. 
Thank you, sir, said Tom my ; you are 
very go0cl to me indeed.-And away I-Jar
ry, and he ran to the copse at the bottom 
of the garden. lHr. Barlow went to work, 
and presently, by liarry's direction, cut 
down several poles ri.bou t as thick as a 
1nan's wrist, and about eight feet long: 
these he sharpened at the end, in order to 
run into the oTound · and so eao·er were b ' b 
theitwo little boys at the business, that in a 
very short ti me they ha<l transported then1 
all to the bottom of the garden, and Tom
my entirely forgot he was a gentleman, 
;ind worked with the greatest eagerness. 
Now, said ~1 r. Barlow, where \Vill yon 
fix your house? IIere, answered Tommy, 
I think, just at the bottom of this hill, 
because it will be warm and sheltered. So 
IIarry took the stakes, and began to thrust 
them into the ground at about the dis• 
tance of a foot; and in this n1anner lie 
enclosed a bit of !!Tound which was ~bout ..... 

·ten feet long and eight feet wide, leaving 
:an opening in the middle, of three feet 
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wide, for a door. After this ,vas done, 
they gathered up the brush-wood that 
,vas cut off, and by Harry's direction they 
interwove it between the poles, in such a 
n1anner as to form a compact kind of 
fimce. This labour, as n1ay be imagined, 
took the1n up several days: however, 

· they worked at it very hard every day, 
and every day the work advanced, which 
filled Tommy's heart with so much plea
sure, that he thought himself the happiest 
little boy in the universe. 
· But this ernpioyment did not make 
Tommy unn1indful of the story ,vhich 
l\Ir. Barlow had pro111ised him; it was to 
this purpose: 

TH!:. STOR. Y OF THE G RA TEFU L TU H.1'. 

IT is too much to be lamented that dif
ferent nations frequently :make bloody 
,vars with each other; and when they 
take any of their enemies prisoners, in• 
stead of using thetn well, and restoring 
then1 to liberty, they confine the1n i11 

prisons, or sell them as slaves. The en• 
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1nity that there has often been between 

many of the Italian states, particu1ar1y 

the ·v enetians and the Turks, is suffi

ciently known. It once happened that 

a Venetian ship had taken nnny of the 
Turks prisoners, and, arcording to the 

barbarous custom J have mentioned, these 

unhappy men had been sold to different 

persons in the city. By accident one of 
the slaves lived opposite to the house of 

a rich Venetian, who had an only son, of 

about the age of twelve years. It hap
pened that this little boy used frequently 

to stop as he passed near Harnet, for that 

was the name of the slave, and gaze at 
him very attentively. Hamet, who re
marked in the face of the child the ap

pearance of good nature and compassion, 

used always to salute him with the great

est courtesy, and testified the greatest 

pleasure in his company. At length the 

little boy took such a fancy to the slave, 

that he used to visit him several times in 

the day, and brought him such little pre

sents as he had it jn his power to urnkc, 
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and which he thought would be of use 

to his friend. But though Hamet seemed 
to take the greatest delight in the inno

cent caresses of his Ii ttle friend, yet the 

child could not help remarking that Ha

met was frequently extremely sorrowful, 

and he often surprised him on a sudden, 

when tears were trickling down his face, 

although he did his utn1ost to conceal 
then1. The little boy was at length so 

n1uch affected with the repetition of this 

sight, that he spoke of it to his father, 

and begged him, if he had it in his power, 

to make poor Hamet happy. The father, 

who was extremely fond of his son, and 

besides hacl observed that he se1don1 re

quested any thing which was not gene

rous and humane, determined to see the 

Turk himself, and talk to him. A·ccord

ingly he went to hi1n the next day, and 

observing him for some time in silence, 

,vas struck with the extraordinary appear

ance of mildness ancl honesty which hi s 

countenance discovered. At length h e 

sai<l to him, Are you that I-Iarn e t of 

, 
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·whom my son is so fond, and of whose 
gentleness and courtesy I have so often 
heard him talk? Yes, said the Turk, I 
am that unfortunate Hamet, who have 
no,v been for three years a captive: du
.ring that space of time, yeur son, if you 
are his father, is the only human being 
that seems to have felt any compassion 
tor my sufferings; therefore, I must con
fess, he is the only object to which I a111 

attached in this barbarous country; and 
night and n1orning I pray that Power, 
who is equally the Ciod of Turks and 
Christians, to grant him every blessing 
he deserves, and to preserve him fro1n 
all the miseries I suffer. Indeed, Hamet, 
5aid the merchant, he is much obliged to 
you, although, from his present circu1~
stances, he does not appear much ex
posed to danger. But tell me, for I wish 
to do you good, in what can I assist you? 
for my son informs me that you are the 
prey of continual regret and s01To,v. Is 
it wonderful, answered the Turk, with a 
glo\\· of generous indignation that sud~ 
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den!y animated his countenance, is it
,vonderful that I should pine in silence, 
and mourn my fate, ,vho am bereft of 
the first and noblest present of nature, 
1ny liberty? And yet, answered the Ve
netian, ho,v n1any thousands of our na
tion do you retain in fetters? I am not 
answerable, said the Turk, for the cruel
ty of 1ny countrymen, more than you are 
for the barbarity of yours. But as to 
n1yself, I have never practised the inhu
man custon1 of enslaving my fellow-crea
tures; I have never spoiled Venetian 
merchants of their property to increase 
my riches; I have always respected the · 
rights of nature, and therefore it is the 
more severe . • . . . . Here a tear startetl 
from his eye aud wetted his manly cheek: 
instantlv, howeYer, he recollected him-., 

self, and folding his arms upon his bosom, 
~nd gently bowing his head, he added, 
God is good, and man must submit to his 
decrees. The Venetian was affected with 
this appearance of n1anly fortitude, and 
said, Hamet, I pity your sufferings, an(l. 
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may perhaps be able to relieYe thcn 1. 
What would you do to regain your li

berty? ,vhat ,vould I do l answered Ha-

1net; by the eternal i\1ajesty of I-fea ,·en, 

I ,vould confront every pain and clanger 

that can appal the heart of 111~11. t-I ay, 
answered the 111erchant, you will not be 

exposed to such a trial. The means of 

your deliverance are certain, prorided 
your courage does not belie your ap
pearance. Name them! name them ! 
cried the irnpatien t I-Iamet; place dcat11 
before me in every horrid shape, and if 

I shrink ..... Patience, answered the 

merchant, we shall be observed. But 

hear me attcntively--I have in this 

city an inveterate foe, that has heaped 

upon me every injury which can most 

bitterly sting the heart of man. This 

11,1an is brave as he is haughty, aHd I 

must confess that the dread of his strengtli 

and valour has hitherto deterred me from 
resenting his insults as they deserve. 

Now, Ha met, your look, your form, your 

,vord5, convince 1ne that you are borli 

for 
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for n1anly daring. Take this dagger-

as soon as the shades of night involve · 

the city, I will 111yself conduct yuu to 

the place, where you n1ay at once re

Yenge your friend, and regain your free

dom.-At this proposal, scorn and shame 

flashed from the kindling eye of I-Ia1net, 

and passion for a considerable time de-
prived him of the power of utterance; at 

length he lifted up his arm as high as his 

chains would permit, and cried with an 

indignant tone, 1\-iighty prophet! and are 
these the wretches to which you permit 

your faithful votaries to be enslaved? Go, 

base Christian, and know that llamet 

\\.'Ould not stoop to the ,-ile trade of an 
assassin for all the wealth of Venice! 

no! not to purchase the freedom of all 

]1is race! At these words, the merchant, 

without seeming much abashed, told him 

he was sorry he had offended him-but 

that he thought freedom had been dearer 

to him than he found it was. .However, 

a<lded he, as he turned his back, you will 
reflect upon my proposal, and perhaps by 
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to-morro,v you may change your mind. 
Hamet disdained to answer, and the 
n1erchant ,vent his ,vay. 

The next day, however, he returned 
in company ,vith his son, and mildly ac
costed Ham ct thus: The abruptness of 
t~e proposal I yesterday made you, might 
perhaps astonish you; but I am no,v come 
to discourse the matter more calmly with 
you, and I doubt not, when you ha,·e 
heard rnyreasons ....... Christian, interrupt-
ed Hamet ,vith a severe but composed 
~ountenance, cease at length to insult the 
miserable with proposals more shocking 
than even these chains. If thy religion 
permits such acts as those, kno,v that 
they are execrable and abominable to the 
soul of every l\tlahornetan: therefore, fron1 
this moment let us break off all farther 
intercourse, and be strangers to each 
other. No, answered the merchant, fling
jng· himself into the arms of Hamet, let 
us from this moment be more closely link
ed than -ever! Generous man, whose vir
tues n1ay at on~e .. disarrl) and e}!lighten 
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thy enetnies ! :Fondness for my son first 
made me interested in thy fate; but fro111 
the moment that I saw thee yesterday, I 
determined to set thee free: therefore, 
pardon n1e this unnecessary trial of thy 
virtue, which has only raised thee bi :> h::::r 
in my esteen1. Francisco has a soul which 
is as averlie to deeds of treache11y and blood 
as even Hamet bin1self. From this mo
ment, generous man, thou art free; tby 
ranson1 is already paid, with no other ob
ligation than that of remembering the 
affection of this thy young and faithful 
friend; and perhaps, hereafter, when thou 
seest an unhappy Christian groaning in 
Turkish fett€rs, thy generosity may make 
thee think of Venice. 

It is impossible to describe the ecstasies 
or the gratitude of Hamet at this unex
pected deliverance. I ,vill not therefore 
attempt to repeat what he saicl to his be
nefactors: I will ou ly add, that he was 
that day set free; and Francisco ern barked 
him on board .a ship which was going to 

VOL. I. K. 
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one of the Grecian islands, took lea:.re of 

him with the greatest tenderncs~, and 

forced hin1 . to accept a purse of gold to 

pay his expenses. Nor was it without the 

greatest regret that Han1et parted fro1n 

his young friend, ,vhose disinterested 

kindness had thus produced his freedom; 

he embraced him with an agony of ten

derness, wept over birn at parting, and 

prayed for every blessing upon his head. 

It was about six n1onths after this 

transaction, that a sudden fire burst forth 

jn, the house of this generous n1erchant. 

It was early in the 1norning, when sleep 

is the most profound, and none of the 

family perceived it till almost the whole 

building was involved in flames. The 

frighted servants had just time to waken 

the merchant and hurry him down 

stairs; and the instant he was down, the 

stair-case itself gave way, and sunk with 

a horrid crash into the midst of the fire. 

But if Francisco congratulated himself 

for an instant upon his escape, it was ol'ily 



, I 

'i 
,, 
' • 

SANDFORD AND l\IERTON. 5ll9 

to resign hin1self im1nediately after to the 

n1ost deep despair, ·when he found, upon 

enquiry, that his son, who slept in an up~ 

per apartment, had been neglected in the 

general tumult, and was yet amidst the 

flames. No words can describe the fa

ther·s ag6ny; he would have rushed head

long into the fire, but ,vas restrained by 
his servants; he then raved in an agony 
of grief, and offered half his fortune to 

the intrepid man that would risk his life 

to save his child. As Francisco was known 
to be immensely rich, several ladders were 

in an instant raised, and several daring 

spirits, incited by the vast reward, at
te1npted the adventure. The violence of 
the flames, however, which burst forth at 

every window, together with the ruins 
that fell on e,-ery side, drove the1n aH 

back; and the unfortunate youth, who 

110w appeared upon the battlements, 
stretching out his arms, and implo1~ing 
aid, seemed to be destined to certain de-

5trnction. The unhappy father now lost 
K2 
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all perception, and sunk down in a state 
of insensibility; when, in this dreadful mo

ment of general suspense arid agony, a man 

rushed through theopeningcrowcl, mount

ed the tallest of the ladders, with an in trepi

<lity that shewed he was resolved to succeed 

or perish, and instantly disappeared. A su<l
(len gust of smoke and flame burst forth 

immediately after, w hjch made the people 
jmagine he was lost: when on a sudden, 

they beheld him emerge again with the 

chjld in his arms, and descend the ]adder 

,vithout any material damage. An uni
versal shout of applause now resounded 
to the skies; but what ,vords can give an 

adequate idea of the father's feelings, 

when, upon recovering his senses, he found 

his darling miraculously preserved, and 
safe within his arms? After the first effu

sions of his tenderness were over, he asked 

f-0r his deliverer, and was shewn a man 
of a noble stature, but dressed in mean at
tire, and his features were so begrimed, 

with smoke and filth, that it was impossi-

I', 
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ble to distinguish them. Francisco, how

ever, accosted him with courtesy, and 

presenting him with a purse of gold, 

begged he would accept of that for the 

present, and that the next day he should 

receive to the utmost of his promised re-
ward No answered the strano-er o·e-• , b ' b 

nerous merchant, I do nut sell my blood. 

Gracious heavens! cried the 1nerchan t, 
snre I should know that yoice !-It is-·

y es, exclaimed the son, thro\ving himself 

into. the arms of his deliverer, it is my 
lian1et ! It ·was indeed Ham et ·who stoorl 

before them, in the same111ean attire which 
he 112.d worn six n1onths before, wllen first 
the generosity of the merchant had re

deemed him from slavery. Nothing could 

equal the astonishment and gratitude of 

lt'rancisco, but as they were then surround

ed by a large concourse of people, he de

sired i-Iamet to go with him to the house 

of one of his friends, and when they were 

alone he embraced him tenderly, and asked 

by what extraordinary chance he had thus 
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been enslaved a second time; adding a 
kind reproach for his not informing him 
of his captivity. I bless God for that cap
tivity, answered Hamet, since it has given 
n1e an opportunity of shewing that I was 
not altogether undeserving of your kind
ness, and of preserving the life of that dear 
youth, that I value a thousand times be

yond my own. But it is now fit that 111y 

generous patron should be informed of 
the ,vhole truth. Kno-w then, that when 
the unfortunate Hamet was taken by your 
gallies, his aged f.~ther shared his capti
vity: it was his fate which so often 111ade 
n1e shed those tears which first attracted 

the notice of your son; and when your 
unexampled bounty had set me free, I fle,,r 
to find the Christian that had purchased 
him. I represented to him that I was 
young and vigorous, while he was aged 
anrl infirm: I added too the gold which I 
ha<l received from your bounty: in a 
,vord, I prevailed upon the Christian to 
send back my fat~1er in that ship which 

.. 
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V\r:.isintended for me, without acquainting 

hi1n with the 111eans of his freedom-

~ince that time I have staid here to dis

charge the debt of nature and grati tudc, 

a willing slave. 

At this part of the story, I-Jarry, who 

bad with difficulty restrained himself be

fore, burst into such a fit of crying, and 

Tom1ny himself was so much affected, 

that l\·Ir. Barlow told them they had better 

lcc1Ye off for the present, and go to some 

other employment. They, therefore, went 

into the garden to resume the labour of 

t.hciL bouoG, hu.L fvuud, LV d11.., i1 uu.::,l1\..,a.h..-

able regret, that, during their absence, an 

accident had happened which had entirely 

destroyed all their labours. A violent 

storm of wind and rain had risen that 

morning, which~ blowing full against the 

walls of their ne,vly-constructed house, 

had leYellecl it with the ground. Tommy 

could scarcely refrain from crying when 

he saw the ruins lying_ around; but 
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Harry, who bore the loss ,vith more com .. 
posure, told him not to mind it, for it 
could be easily repaired, and they would 
hl'ild it stronger the next time. Harry 
then went up to the spot, and after exa-
111ining it some time, told Tommy that he 
believed he had found out the reason of 
their misfortune. "\Vhat is it, said Tommy? 
"\Vb 0

, said Harry it is only because we 
• ,} • •· ' II 

did not drive these stakes, ,vhich are to 
bear the whole weight of onr-110use, fai 
enough into tbe ground; and therefore 
when the wind blew against the flat side 
of it with so rnuc11 violence, it could not 
Jt;:-,L:,t, • .i\u,l uv,v 1 JLU1\...u,bc1· to hu.vo o'-•cn. 

the workmen, when they begin :i bujid
jng, dig a consideraLle way into the 
ground, to lay the fonnclat10n fast;_ and I 
should think, that, if 'rV<:: clro,·e these st1kes 
a great way into t11e ground, it would pro
duce the same effect, and we should have 
nothing to fear fron1 any future storms. 
11r. Barlow then came into the gardeu, 
and the two boys shewed him their mi:-
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fortune, and asked hini whet her he did 

not think that driving the stakes farther 

in would prevent such an accident for the 

future? Th.fr. Barlo,v told them, he thought 

it wou Id; and that, as they were too short 

to reach to the top of the stakes, he would 

assist then1. He then went and brought a 

wooden mallet, with which he struck the 

top of the stakes, and drove them so fast 

into the ground, that there was no longer 

any danger of their being shaken by the 
weather. Harry and Tommy then applied 

themselves ,vith so much assiduity to 
their work, that they in a very short time 

had repaired all the danrnge, and ad
vanced it as far as it had been before. The 

next thing that was necessary to be done, 
,vas putting on a roof; for hitherto they 

had constructed nothing but the walls. 

For this purpose they took several other 

long poles, which they laid across their 

building ,vhcre it was narrowest; and 

upon these they placed straw in consi

derable quantities, so that now they ima-

K 5 
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gined they ha<l constructed an house that 
,vould completely screen them from the 
,veather. But in this, unfortunately, they 
,vere again mistaken; for a very violent 
shower of rain coming just as they had 
finished their building, they took shelter 
under it, and remarked for some time, with 
infinite pleasure, how dry and comfortable 
:it kept them; but at last the straw that 
covered it bei11g cmnplete1y soaked 
through, and the water having no vent 
to run off, by reason of the flatness of the 
roof, the rain began to penetrate iri con
siderable quantities. For s0111e time Harry 
and Tommy bore the inconveniency ; 
but it increased so much, that they were 
soon obliged to yield to it, and seek for 
shelter in the bou,se. 1Vhen they were 
thus secured, they began again to con
sider the affair of the house, and Tom-
1ny said that it surely must be because 
they had not put stra,v enough upon 
it. No, said I-Iarry, I think that cannot 
be the reason; I rather imagin_e that it 
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nn1st be owing to our roof lying so flat: 

for I ha\'e observed, that all houses that 
I have ever seen, have their roofs in a shel

ving posture, by which means the ,vet 
continually runs off from them, and falls 
to the ground; whereas, ours being quite 

ilat, detained almost all the rain that fell 

upon it, which n1ust necessarily soak 

deeper and deeper into the straw, till it 
penetrated quite through. They there

fore agreed to ren1ecly this defect; and 

for this purpose they took several poles 

of an equal length, the one end of \Vhich 

they fastened to the side of their house) 

and let the other two ends n1eet in the 

middle, by ,vhich 111eans they formed a 

roof, exactly like that which we com

n1on ly see upon buildings. They also 

took several otlier poles, ,vhich they tied 

cross the others, to keep then1 finn in 

their places, and give the roof additional 

strength. And, lastly, they covered the 

,vhole with straw or' thatch; and for fear 
he thatch should be blown awar, they 
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stuck several pegs in different places, and. 
put small pieces of stick cross-wise fro1n 

peg to peg, to keep the straw in its place. 

,vhen this was done, they found they had 
a very tolerable house; only the sides, be

ing formed of brush-wood alone, did not 

sufficiently exclude the wind. To remedy 

this inconvenience, Harry, who was chief 
architect, procured some clay; and mix
ing it up with water to render it suffi
ciently soft, he daubed it all over the 

walls, both within and without, by which 

means the ,vind was excluded, and the 

house rendered much warm~r than he

fore.-Some time bad now elap5ed since 
the seeds of the wheat were sown, and 

they began to shoot so vigorously, that 
the blade of the corn appeared green 
above the ground, and increased every 
day in strength. Tommy went to look 
at it every rnorning, and remarked its 
gradual increase with the greatest satis
faction. Now, said he to Harry, I think 

,ve should soon be able to live, if \Ve were 
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upori a desert island. Here is an house 

to shelter us from the weather, and \Ve 

shall soon have some corn for food. Yes, 

answered Harry, but there are a great 

n1any things still wanting to enable us 

to rnake bread. 

l\Ir. Barlow had a very large garden, 

and an orchard full of the finest fn,it

trees; and he had another bit of ground 

where he used to sow seeds in order to 

raise trees; and then they were carefully 

p1anted out in beds, till they were big 

enough to be 111oved into the orchard, 

and produce fruit. Tommy had often 

, eaten of the fruit of the orchard, an<l 

thought it delicious; and this le<l hi1n to 

think that it would be a gre~t improve

ment to their house, if he had a few trees 

which he 111ight set near it, and ,vhich 
,vonld sLelter it from the sun, and hereafter 

produce fruit,: so be desired lvlr. Barlow

to give him a couple of trees, and l\fr. Bar

low told him to go into the nursery, and 

take his choice. Accordingly, Tommy 
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\1:ent, and chose out two of tbe strong
est looking trees he could find, which, 
,vith Harry's assistance, he transplanted 
in to the garden in the following n1anner. · 
They both took their spades, and very 
carefully dug the trees up without injur
ing their roots. Then they dng two large 
holes in the place where they chose the 
trees should stand, and very carefully 

, Lroke the earth to pieces, that it might 
lie ligb t upon the roots : then the tree 
·was placed in the middle of the bole, and 
Tou1my held it upright, while Harry 
gently thre·w the earth over the roots, 
wh;ch he trod clown with his feet, in or
der to cover the111 well: lastly, he stuck 
a large stake in the ground, and tied tlie 
tree to it, from the fear that the wintry 
wind might injure it, or perhaps entirely 
blow it out of the ground. Nor did 
they bound their attention here. There 
\Vas a little spring of water which burst 
forth from the upper ground in the gar-
Jen, and ran down the side of the hill in 
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a sn1a1l stream. Harry anfl Ton11ny la
boured very hard for several cbys to fonn 

a new channel, to lead the water near the 

roots of their trees; for it happened to be 

hot and dry weather, and they feared their 

trees might perish fr01n the want of mois

ture. l\f r. Barlow saw the1n employed in 

this manner with tbe greatest satisfac

tion. He told them, that, in many parts 

of the world., the excessive heat burned 

up the ground so n1uch that nothing 

would gro,v, unless the soil was ,vatered 

in that manner. Tbere is a country in par

ticular, called Egypt, which has always 

been famous for its fertility, and for the 

qnantity of corn which grows in it, 

which is naturally watered in the follow-• 

ing extraordinary n1anner. there is a 

great ri vcr called the Nile, which flows 

through the whole extent of the country: 

the ri \'er, at a particuLw time of the year, 

begins to overflow its hanks; and as the 

whole country is flat, it ,·ery soon covers 

i t all with its waters. These waters re-

l I 
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main in this situation several "reeks, be
fore they h:ive entirely drained off; and 

,.vhen that happens, they leave the soil so 
rich, that every thing that is planted in 
it flourishes, and produces with the great

est abundance. 

Is· not that the country, sir, said I!arry, 
where that cruel animal the crocodile 

is found? \res, answered i\1r. Barlow. 

"\Vhat is that, sir, said Tommy? It is an 
animal, answered l\tir. Barlow, that lives 

sometimes upon the land, sometimes in 
the, ,vater. It comes originally from an 
egg which the o1d one lays, and buries in 

the sand. The heat of the sun then 

warms it during several days, and at last 

a young crocodile is hatched. This ani

mal is at first very small: it has a long 

body and four short legs, ,vhich serve it 
both to walk with upon the land, and to 

swim with in the ,va ters. It has besides. 
a long tail; or, rather, the body is ex

tremely long, and gradually, grows thin.- · 
ner till it ends in a point. I ts shape is 

" 
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exactly like that of a lizard; or, if you 

have never seen a lizard, did you never 

observe a small animal, of some inches 

length, which Ii vcs at the bottom of 

<I itches and ponds? Yes, sir, I ha ,·e, an

swered Torn my: and I once caught one 

with my hand, taking it for a fo:.h; but 

when I had it near me, I saw it had four 

1ittle legs; so I threw it into the water 

again, for fear the animal should Le hurt. 

This ani rnal, ans ,..-creel l\1r. Barlow,_ n1<.1y 

give you an exact idea of a young croco

dile; but as it grows older, it gradually 

becomes bigger, till at last, as I ha,·e been 

'i11formecl, it reaches the lengt b of t\renty 

or thirty feet. That is very large, sa.i.d 

Tommy; and does it do any harn1? Yes, 

said 11r. B:ulow; it is a vcrv voracious ., 

animal, and devours e,·ery thing it can 

seize. It frequently comes out of th~ 

water and lives upon the shore, where it 

resembles a large log of wood; and if any 

animal unguardedly comes near, it snaps 

at it on a sudden. anJ if it can catch the 
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poor creature, devours it. T. An<l does 
it never devour men? T\Ir. B. Sometimes, 
if it surprises them. Bnt those that arc 
accustomed to meet with them frequently, 
easily escape. They run round in a cir
cle, or turn short on a sudden, bv which 

v 

n1cans the animal is left far behind; be-
cause although he can run tolerably fi1st 
in a straight li11e, the. great length of his 
body prevents h_im fron1 turning with 
case. T. This must be a Yery dreadful 
animal to meet with; is it possible for a 
1nan to defend himself against j t? i\lr. B. 
Every thing is possible to those tlrnt ha·vc 
courage and coolness: therefore, m~ny 
of the inhabitants of those countries 
carry loug spears in their •hands, in or<ler 
to defend themselves from those animals. 
The crocodile opens his wide, voracious 
jaws, in order to devour the man; but 
the 111an takes this opportunity, and 
thrusts tbe point of his spear into the 
creature's mouth, by which means he is 

6 enerally killed upon the spot. Kay, I 

.. 
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have C\ en heard, that some will carry 

their hardihess so far, as to go into the 

·water in order to fight the crocodile there. 

They t:.ike a large splinter of wood, about 

a foot in length, strong in the middle, 

and sharpened at both ends, to this they 

tie a long and tough cord. The man that 

intends to fh>ht the crocodile, takes this 
' ' 

piece of wood in his right hand, and goes 

into the river, where he wades till one of 

these creatures perceives him. As soon 

as that happens, the animal comes up to 

him, to seize him, extending his wide 

and horrid jaws, which arc arme(~ with 

several rows of pointed teeth; but the 

111an, with the greatest intrepidity, waits 

for his enemy, aud the instant he ap

proaches, thrusts 'his hand, arme<l with 

the splinter of woo<l, into his terrible 

n1ou th, which the creature closes di

rectlv. and bv these means forces the 
V , V 

sharp points into ec:1ch of his jaws, where 

they stick fast. Ile is then incapable of 
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doing hurt, and they pu 11 him to the 
shore by the cord. Pray, sir, said Tom

my, is this dreadful animal capable of 

being tamed? Yes, answered i'.fr. Bar
low; I believe, as I have before told you, 

there js no animal that may not be ren

dered rn ild and inoffensive, by good 

usage. There are several parts of Egypt 
"here tame crocodiles are kept: the!:le 

ani ma1s, though of the largest Eize, never 

do hurt to any thing; but suffer every 

one to approach them, and even little 

children to play about them, and ride 

securely upon their enormous backs. 

This account di~.erted Tommy very 

much. He thanked ~lr. Barlow for giv

ing hin1 this description of the crocodile, 

and said he shou l<l Ii ke to see e\·ery an i
n1al in the world. That, answered 2\Ir. 

Barlow, will be extremely difficult, as al

n1ost e\·ery country produces some kind 

,vhich is not found in other parts of the 

world; bnt if you \\·ill be contented to 

;, . 
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read the descriptions of thcrn which have 

been written, you 111ay easily gratify your 

curiosity. 

It happened about this time, that Ton1-

my and Harry rose early one n1orning, 

and \\·ent to take a long· walk before 

breakfast, as they used frequently to do: 

they rambled so far, that at last they both 

found themselves tired, and sat down 

under an hedge to rest. vVhile they 

were here, a very clean and decently

clrest woman passed by, who ieeing two 

little boys sittlng by themselves, stopped 

to look at them; and after considering 

them attentively, she said, You seem, my 
little dears, to be either tired, or to have 

lost your way. No, said Harry, madam, 

we have not lost our way; but we have 
walked farther than usual this morning, 

and we wait here a little while to rest 
ourselves. ,v ell, said the woman, if you 

will come into my little house that yo\l 

see a few yards farther on, you may sit 

more comfortably; and .as rny .. daug.hte1~ 

I I 
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has by this time milked the cows, &1 e 

shall give you a mess of bread and milk. 
Tommy, who wag by this time extremely 
hungry as well as tired, told I-Jarry that 

he should like to accept the good wo-
1nan's invitation; so they both followed 

her to a small but clean-looking farm

house which stood at a little distance. 

H~ere they entered a very clean kitchen, 
furnished with plain but convenient fur
niture, and were desired to sit down by 
a ,, arm and comfortable fire, which was 
made of turf. Tommy, who had never 

::.een such a fire, could not help enquiring 
about it: and the good woman told him, 
that poor people, like her, were unable 

to purchase coals; therefore said she, ,ve 
go and pare the surface of the commons, 
,vhich is full of grass, and heath, and 
other vegetables, together with their 
roots all matted together; these we dry 
in small pieces, by leaving them exposed 
to the summer's sun, and then we bring-

. them home and put them under the co,·er 

\ . 
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of a shed, and use then1 for our fires. But, 
said Tommy, I should think that you 
would hardly have fire enough by these 
n1eans to dress your dinner; for I have 
by accident been in my father's kitchen 
,vhen they were dressing the dinner, and 
I saw a fire that blazed up to the very 
top of the chimney. The poor woman 
smiled at this, and said, Your father, I 
suppose, n1aster, is some rich man that 
has a great deal of victuals to <lress; but · 
we poor people n1ust be more easily con
tented. ~ 1by, said Tommy, you n1ust 
at least want to roast meat every day. 
No, said the poor ,voman, we seldom see 
roast meat in our house; but we are very 
,vell contented, if we can have a bit of 
fat pork every day, boiled in a pot with 

· turnips; and we bless God rhat we fare 
so well; for there are 1nany poor souls, 
that are as good as we, that can scarcely 
get a morsel of dry bread. As they were 
conversing in this n1anner, Tommy hap
pened to cast his eyes on one side, .and 

I I 



240 THE HISTORY or 

saw a room that was almost filled with 

apples. Pray, said he, what can you do 

,rith all these apples? I should think you 

·would never be able to eat then1, though 

you were to eat notbing else. That is 

very true, said the woman ; but we make 

cyder of them. ,vhat, cri_ed Tommy, 

are you able to 1nake that sweet pleasant 

liquor that they call cyder, and ·is it 

made of apples? The woman. Yes, in

deed it is. Tom1ny. And pray ho\v is it 

n1ade? The woman. ,ve take the apples 

when they are ripe, and squeeze them in 

a machine we lwxe for that pm pose. 

Then we take tbis pulp and put it into 

large hair b::tgs, which we press in a great 

press, till all the juice runs out. Tommy. 

And is this juice cyder? The woman. 

You shall taste, little master, as you seetn 

so curious. She then led hin1 into ano

ther room, where there was a great tub 

full of the juice of apples, and taking 

some up in a cup, she desired him to taste 

-whether it was cyder. · Tommy tasted, 

and said it was very sweet and pleasant: 

a 
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and said it was very sweet and pleasant, 
but not cyder. vVell, said the woman, 
let us try another cask. She then took 
some liquor out of another barrel, which 
she gave him; and Tomn1y, when he had 
tasted it, said that it really was cyder. 
But pray, said he, what do you do to the 
apple-juice to n1ake it into cyder? The 
,vo1nan. Nothing at all . Tommy. Ho\V 
then should it become cyder? for I am 
sure ,vhat you gave me at first is not cy.-
der. The woman. Why, we put the 
juice into a large cask, and let it stand in 
some warm place, where it soon begins 
to ferment. Tommy. Ferment! Pray 
,vhat is that? The woman. You shall 
see. She then shewed him another cask, 
and bid him observe the liquor that was in 
it. This he did, and saw it was covered 
all over with a thick scum and froth . 
Tommy. And is this what you call fer~ 
n1entation? The woman. Yes, rnaiter. 
Tomn1y. And what is the reason of it? 
The woman. That I do not know in-

VOL. I . L 
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deed; but when we have pressed the juice 
out, as I told you, ,ve put it into a cask, 
and let it stand in some wann place, and 

in a short . time it begins to work or fer
ment of itself, as you see; and after this 
fermentation has continued some time, 

it acquires the taste and properties of cy
der; and then we draw it off into casks 
and sell it, or else keep it for our own use. 

And I am told this is the 1nanner in 
,:vhich they 1nake ,vine in other coun

tries. Tommy. \Vhat is wine made of 
apples then? The woman. No, 111as
ter; ,vine is made of grapes, but they 
squeeze the juice out, and treat it in the 
same manner as we do the juice of the 
apples. Tommy. I declare this is very 
curious indeed. Then cyder is nothing 
but wine n1qde of apples. vVhile they 
they wen~ conver~ing· in this 111anner, a 
little clean girl can1e and brought Ton1-
my an earthen pqrringer full of new milk, 
,vith a large s1ic~ of bro\vn bread. Tom-
1ny took it, and ate it with so good a re-

,. 
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1ish, that he thought he had never n1ade 
a better breakfast in his life. When 
1-Iarry and he had eaten their break
fast, Tommy told hi1n it was ti111e they 
should go home ; so he thanked the good 
,vornan for her kindness, and putting his 
hand into his pocket, pulled out a shil
ling, ,vhich he desired her to accept. 
No, God bless you, my little dear, said 
the won1an ; I will not rtake a farthing 
of you for the ·world. ~hat, though 
my husband and I are poor, yet we are 
able to get our living by ou1 labour, 
and gi,~e a n1ess of 1nilk to a traveller, 
without hurting ourselves. Tom1ny 
thanked her_ again, and was just going 
away, ·when a couple of surly-looking 
men came in, and asked the ·woman if 
her name was Tosset. Yes, it is, said the 
,voman; I have never been ashamed of 
it. vVhy then, said one of the n1en, pull-· 
ing a paper out of his pocket, here is an 
execution against you on the part of lvir .. 
Richard Gruff; and if your husband does 

L2 
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not instantly discharge the debt with in

terest and all costs, amounting al together 

to the sun1 of thirty-nine pounds ten 
shillings, we shall take an inventory of 

all you have, and proceed to sell it by 
auction for the disc1rnrge of the debt. 

Indeed, said the poor woman, looking a. 

· little confused, this must certainly be a 

n1istake; for I never heard of l\I r. Ri

chard Gruff in all my life, nor do I be

lieve that n1'y husband owes a farthing in 

the v.iorl<l, unless to his landlord; and I 
know that he has almost made up half a 

year's rent for him : so that I do not 

think he \Voul<l go to trouble a poor 

1nan. No, no, rn is tress, said the man> 

shaking his head; we know our business 
too well to make these kind of mistakes: 

but ,vhen your husband comes in, \ve'll 

talk with him; in the meJ.n time we 

must go on with our i11vcntory. The 

two men then ,vent into the next room, 

and, imn1ediateJy after, a stout, comely

looking man, of about the age of forty, 

,. 
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came in, with a good-humoured counte

nance, and asked if his breakfast -Yvas 
ready. Oh! my poor dear \Villiam, 

said the wornau, here is a sad breakfast 

for you; but I think it cannot be true 

that you o,ve any thing; so what the 

fellows told me n1ust be false, about 

Richard Gruff. At this name the man 

instantly started, and his countenance, 

,vhich was before ruddy, bccan1e pale as 

a sheet. Surely, said the woman, it can

not be true, that you owe forty poued3 
to Richard Gruff'. Alas, answered the 
rnan, I do not know the exact sum; but 

when your brother Peter failed, and his 
creditors seized all that he had, this R;

cl1arcl Gruff was going to send him to a 
jaii, bad not I agreed to be bound for 

him, which eu~bled bim to go to sea: 
he indeed p1omi~ed to remit his wages to 

- n1e, .!o prevent my getting into dny trou

ble upon that account; but yon kndw it is 
now three years since he went, and in 

-~11 tb2.t time we have heard nothing 
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about him. Then, said the ,vornan, burst
jng into tears, you and all your poor dear 
children are ruined for 1ny ungrateful 
brother; for ·here are t,vo bailiffs in the 
house, . who are come to take possession 
of all you have, and to sell it. 1\.t this, 
the n1an's face became red as scarlet; 
and seizing an old sword vhich hung 
over the chimney, he cried out, No, it 
shall not be-I ,viH die first-I will 
n1ake these villains know what it is 
to make honest n1en desperate. .fie 
then dre\V the sword, and ,vas going 
out in a fit of madness, which might have 
proved fatal either to himself or to the 
bailiffs; but his wife flung herself upon 
her knees before him, and, catching hold 
of his legs, besought hi1n to be n1ore 
composed. Oh! for Heaven's sake, said 
she, my dear, dear husband, consider 
,vhat you are doing! r.,. ou can do nei
ther me nor your children any service by 
this violence; jnstead of that, should you 
be so unfortunate as to kill either of these 
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men, ,voul<l it not be n1urder? 
./ 

And 
,vould not our lot be a thousand times 
harder than it is at present? This ren1on
strance seemed to have some effect upon 
the farn1er: his children too, although 
too young to understand the cause of all 
this confusion, gathered round him, and 

·I1ung about hi1n, sobbing in concert w·ith 
their 1nother. Little Harry too, although 

a stranger to the poor 111an before, yet 
,vith the tenderest sympathy took him Ly 
the hand, ancl bathed it with his tears, 
At length, softened and overcome by the 
sorrows of those he loved so well, and by 
his own cooler reflections, he resigned 
• 1 (' ,._ _ l ~- _ .._ ____ ___ ,._ __ _] __ '- L • _ 1 I' 1 _ -

upon a chair, covering his face ,vith his 
hands, and only saying, The will of God 
be done !-Tommy had beheld· tliis af
fecting scene with the greatest attention, 
although he had not said a ,vord; and 
now beckoning Ilarry away,. he ,vent 
silently out of the house, and took the 
road which led to ~Ir. Barlow's. ,vhile 

' I 
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he was upon the way, he seemed to be 
so full of the scene wich be had just 
passed, that he did not open his lips; but 
when he came home, he instantly ,vent 
to l\1r. Barlow, and desired that be would 
directly send him to his father's. lvir. 
Barlow stared at th~._request, and asked 
him what was the occasion of his being 
so suddenly tired with his residence at 
the vicarage? Sir, answered Tommy, I 
I am not the least tired, I assure you; 
you have been extremely kind to me, 
and I shall ahvavs remember it with the ., 
greatest gratitude; but I want to see my 
father immediately, and I am sure, ·when 
vou come to know the occasion. vou will l'JuL u1.,appro\ e n. 1\'lr. Harlow did not 
press him any farther, but 9rdered a care
ful servant to saddle an horse directly, 
and take Tommy ho.me before him. l\ir. 
and l\irs. lHerton ,vere extremely sur
prised and overjoyed at the sight of their 
son, who thus unexpectedly arrived at 
liome; but Tommy, whose n1ind was full 
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of the project which he had formed, as 

soon as he had ans,vered their first ques- , , 

tions, accosted his father thus: Pray, sir, 

,vill you be angry with rne, if I ask you 

for a great fa v our ? r I o, s u re 1 y, s a i cl ]\Ir. 

·1\Ierton, that I will not. \Vhy then, said 

Tommy, as I have often heard yon say 

that you were Yery rich, and that if I 

\\-as good, I should be rich too, will yon 

give me some 111oney? ~.Ioney, said lVIr. 
1\ierton, yes, to be sure ; how 1nuch do 

you w~rnt? \Vhy, sir, said Tommy, I 

want a very brge smn, indeed. Perhaps 

a guinea, answered I\·I r. ).lerton, Tom-

my .. No, sir, a great deal n1ore-a great 

1nany gu1 ncas. l\I r. l\Ierton. Let us how-

eyer see. T. ,vhy, sir, I want at least 

forty pounds. God bless the boy! an-

swered_ l;-s. l\1e1 ton; surely l\Ir. Barlo\v 

must have taught hirn to be ten times 

more extravagant than h~ was before. 

Tommy. Indeed, madam, l\'[r. 13,lrlow 

knows nothing about the matter. Dut, 

said ?\fr. l\Jerton, what can such an ur-
L 5 
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(:!bin as you want with such a large sum 
of money? Sir, answered Tommy, that 
is a secret; but I am sure, when you con1e 
to hear it, you will approve of the use I 
jn tend to make of it. 1\1 r. Iv!erton. That 
I very much doubt. But, replied Tornn1y, 
sir, jf you please, you may let 1ne ha Ye this 
n1oney, and I will pay you again by de
grees. 1-fr. l\,Ierton. !fow will you ever 
be able to pay me such a sum? T. "\Vhy, 
sir, you kno-\v yo·1 are so kind as fre
quently to gi,·e n1e new clothes and 
pocket rnoney; now, if you, ,v ;11 only let 
n1e ha,·e this money, I will neither want 
:nevv clothes, .nor any thing else, till you 
11ave made it up. Mr. ... ,f erton. But 
w,hat can such a child as vou want l ., 

·w.ith all this n1011ey? T. Pray, sir, 
·wait a few days, and you shall know, nud ., 
if I 1nake a bad use of it, never believe 
11e cigain as long as I live. l\.Jr. 11erton 

,vas extremely struck with the earnest
ness with w 11 ich his son persevered in 
hLs , demand; and as he was both very 

. . 
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rich and very liberal, he detern1ined to 

hazard the experiment, and comply vtith 

111s request. He accordi,ngly \Vent and 

fetched him the n1oney which he asked, 

and put it into his hands, telling him at 

the same tin1e, that he expected to Le 

acquainted with the ese he put it to, 

and th:it if he ,vas not satisfied with the 

account, he would nen~r trust him again. 

Ton1n1y appeared in ecstasies at the con

fidence \\ hich was Teposed in him ; and, 

a1·te1 thanking his father for his extra .. 

ordinary goodness, he desired leave to go 

back again with l\.fr. Barlow's servant. 
'-,v hen he arriYed at JV.Ir. Barlow's, his 

first care was to desire l·Iarry to accmn

pany him again to the farmer's house. 

'Thither the two little boys went with 

the greatest expedition, and, upon th~ir 

entering the house, found the unhappy 

family in the same situation as before. :l 
But TomnYY, who bad 1.itherto sup-. ~ 

· pressed his feelings, :finding liirnself now 

enabled -t:'o execute the nroiect he had 
" 
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formed, went up to the good woman of 

the house, who sat sobbing in a corner 

of the room, and taking her gently by 
the hand, said, lviy good woman, you 
,vere very kin<l to me in the morning, 

and therefore I am determined to be 
kind to you in return. God bless you, 
n1y little tnaster, said the woman, you 
,vere very ,velcorne to what you had ; 

but you are not able to do any thing to 
1elieve our distress. I-low do you kno\v 

that? said Tommy; perhaps I can do 
1nore for you than you imagine .. ,A.las! 
answered the woman, I believe you 
,vcu1d do a11 you could; but all our goods 
will be seized and sold, unless we can im .. 
mediately raise the sum of forty pounds; 
and that is impossible, for we have no 
earthly friend to assist us : therefore, 
my poor babes and I must soon be 
turned out of doors, and God alone can ' 
keep them from starving. Tommy's little 
heart was too much affected to keep the 

woman longer in suspense; therefore 
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pulling out his bag of money, he poured 

it into her lap, saying, I-Jere, my good 

woman, take this, and pay your debts, 

and God bless yon and your children ! It 

is impossible to express the surprize of 

the poor woman at the sight ; she stared 

wildly round her, an<l upon her little be

nefactor, and clasping her hands together 

in an agony of gratitude and feeling, she 

fell back in her chair with a kind of con

vulsive 1notion. 1-Ier husband, who was 

in the next room, seeing her in this con

dition, ran up to her, and catching her in 

his arms, asked her, with the great ten

de·rness, what was the matter : but she, 

springing on a sudden from his embraces, 

threw herself upon her knees before the 

little boy, sobbing and blessing with a 

Lroken, inarticulate voice, embracing his 

knees, and kissing his feet. The husband, 

,vho did not know what had happened, 

imagined that his wife had lost her senses, 

and the little children, that had before 

been skulking about the room, ran up to 
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their mother, pu1iing her by the gown, 
and hiding their faces in her bosom. But 
the woman, at sight of them, seemed to 
recollect herself, and cried out, Little 
,vretches, that must all have been starved 
witLout the assistance of this litt1e a11gel, 
·why do you not fall down and join with 
me to ,vorship him? At this the husband 
said, Surely, n,,fary, you must l1ave lost 
your senses. '1'hc1t can this young gcntle
n1an do for us, or to preYent our ,vretcliecl 
b~bes fron1 peri:,hing? Oh l said the wo-
1-nan, ,villiam, I a1n not mad, tbou~"11 I 
n1ay appear so : but look here, "\Villiam, 
Jook what Providence? has sent us bv the 

L' 

hands of this little ange1, and then won
der that I should be wild. Sa) ing thi", she 
held up the money, and at the sight her 
husband looked as wild and astonished 
•as she. But Tommy ,vent up to the man, 
and taking him by the band, said, l\f.y 

,good friend, yon are very welcome to 
this ; I freely give it you, and I hope it 
will enable you to pay what you O\Ve> 
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and to preserve these poor little children. 

But the n1an, ,vho had before appeared t0 

bear his n1isfortunes ,vith si1ent dignity, 

now burst into tears, and sobbed like his 

,vife and children. But Ton1n1y, who 110,v 

began to be pained with this excess o( 

gratitude, went silently out of the house, 

followed by 1--Iarry, and before the poor 
fan1ily perceived what was beco1ne of hir:: .. , 

was out of sight. 
,vhen he came back to ~rir. Barlow's, 

that gentleman received him with the 

greatest affection, and when he ha<l in

quired after the healtli of ... ..:Ir. , .. nd ~Irs. 

i\1Ierton, asked Tommy ,vhcthcr he had 

forgotten the story of the gratcfu1 Turk. · 

Ton1my to1d him he had not, and should 

now be very glad to hear the rcmaiHt er, 

,,,hich Mr. Barlow gave h11u to read, and 

was as follows : 

THE CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF ·l 
THE GRATEFUL TURK. 

,vnEN Ha-1net had · thus ·finlshed· his 
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story, the ·venetian was astonished at 

the virtue and elevation of his mind; 

and after saying every thing that his 

gratitude and admiration suggested, he w 

concluded with pressing him to accept 

the half of his fortune, and to settle 111 
Venice for the remainder of his life. This 

offer Ha met refused, with the greatest 

respect, but with a generous disdain; 

and told hi5 friend, that in what he had 

done, he had only discharged a debt of 

gratitude and friendship. You were, said 

he, my generous Lcnefactor; you had a 
claim upon my life by the benefit you 
had already conferred: trrnt life would 

have been \Yell bestowed, bad it been 

lost in your service; but since Provi

dence has otherwise decreed, it is a suffi

cient recompense to me to have pro\·ecl 

that IIamet is not ungrateful, and to 

ha ,·e been instrumental to the prescrva-

tion of your happiuess. 
But though the disinterestedness of 

'--' 

I-Iamet n1acle him under-rate his own 

n 
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exertions, the n1erchant could not re-

1nain contented, without shewing his 

gratitude by all the n1eans within his 

power. He therefore once n1ore pur

chased the freedom of Hamet, and 

freighted a ship on purpose to send hi1n 

hack to his own country; he and his son 

then embraced him with all the affection 

that gratitude could inspire, and bade 

him, as they thought, an eternal adieu. 

l\Iany years had now elapsed since the 

departure of Hamet into his own conn

try without their seeing him, or receiv

ing any intelligence from him. In the 

mean time, the young Francisco, the s011 

and as he had acquired every accon1-
p1ishmen t which tends to improve the 

n1ind, or fonn the 1nanners, added to an 

excellent disposition, he \Vas generally 
beloved and esteemed. 

It happened that some business about 
this time made it necessary for him and 

his father to go to a neighbouring 11ari-



time city, and as they thought a passage 
by sea \'Vould 1ve more expeditious, they 

both embarkeu in a Venetian vessel, 
··which was upoL the point of sailing to 
that place. They set sail, therefore, with 
favouraL1e winds, and every appearance 

of an happy passage; but they had not 
proceeded more than half their intended 
voyage, before a Turkish corsair, a sl1ip 
purposely fitted ()Ut for war, ,vas seen 
bearing- down upon them, and as the 
enen1y exceeded then1 n1uch in swift
ne5s, they soon found that it ,vas impos
sible to e. cape. The greater part of the 
cre,v beloriging to the 1.,T enetian vessel 
v.,ras struck with consternat10n, ana scew-

t;d already overcome by fear; but the 
young Francisco drawing his sword, re
proached his comrades y:i th their cow.:. 
arc1icc, and so effectually encouraged 
them, that they determined to defend 
their liberty by a desperate resistance. 
The Turkish vess~l now approached 
them in awful silence; but in an instant .. 
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the dreadful noise of the artillery ,vas 

heard, and the heavens ·were obscured 

·with smoke intermixed with transitory' 

llashes of :fire. Three ti1nes did the 

Turks leap with horrid shouts upon the 

deck of the Venetian vessel, and three 

times were they driven back by the des 

perate resistance of the crew·, heade<:1 by 

young Francisco. At length the slaughter 

of their 1nen was so great, that they 

t,eemed disposed to discontinue the fight, 

and ,vere actually taking another course. 

The Venetians beheld their flight with 

the greatest joy, and ,vere congratulating 

each other upon their successful valour 

and n1erited escape, when t,vo more ships 

on a sudden appeared in sight, bearing 

down upon them with ii:1credihle swift

ness before the wind. Every heart was 

no,v chilled with new terrors, wheri 

upon their nearer approach ther disco ... 

ve ·cd the fa~al ensigns of their enemies, 

and knew that there \Vas no longer any 

possibility either of resistance or escape. 
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They therefore Io,vered their flag, the 
s~gn of surrendering their ship, and in 
an instant saw themselves in the power 
of their enemies, who came pouring· in 
on e,·ery side with the rage and violence 
of beasts of prey. 

All that remained alive of the brave 
Venetian crew were loaded with fetters, 
and closely gnarded in the hold of the 
ship till it arrived at Tunis. They were 
then brought out in chains, and exposed 
in the public market to be sold for slaves. 
They had there the 111ortification to see 
their companions picked out, one by 
one, according to their apparent stre~gth 
auc.1 vigour, and sold to different masters. 
At length, a Turk approached, who, 
from his look and habit, appeared to be 
of superior rank1 and after glancing his 
eye over the rest, . with an expression of 
compassion, he fixed the1n at bst upon 
young Francisco, and demanded of the 
captain of the shjp what was tl e price 
of that vouno· mau? The ca'-n tain an-.. 0 

i 
\ 

0 
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swered that he would not take less than 
five hundred pieces of gold for that cap .. 
ti ve. Tbat, said the Turk, is very ex
traordinary, since I have seen you sell 
those that 111uch exceed him in vigour 
for less than a fifth part of that sum. 
Yes, answered the captain, but he shall 
either pay me some part of the damage 
he has occasioned, or labouF for life at 
the oar. \Vhat damage, answered the 
other, can he have done you more than 
all the rest, that you have prized so 
cheaply? He it was, replied the captain, 
that animated the Christians to that des
perate resistance which cost me the lives 
of so nrnny of my bravest sailors. Three 
tin1es did we leap upon their deck, with 
a fury that seemed irresistible ; and 
three times did that youth attack us with 
such cool, determined opposition, that 
,ve were obliged to retreat ingloriously, 
leaving at e,·ery charge twenty of our 
number behind. Therefore, I repeat it, 
I will either have that price for him, 

.l 
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great as it may appear, or else I will 
gratify my revenge by seeing hi1n drudge 
for life in my victorious .galley. 

At this, the Turk examined young 
Francisco ,vith ne,v attention; and he, 
who had hitherto fixed his eyes upon 
the ground ju sullen silence, now lifted 
them up, but scarcely had he beheld the 
p·erson that ,vas talking to the captain, 
,vhen he uttered a loud cry, and repeated 
the nan1e of Harnet. The Turk, with 
equal emotion, surveyed hin1 for a mo
ment, and then catching hin1 in his arms, 
embraced him with the transports of a 
parent whq unexpectedly recovers a long
lost chi1d.-It is unnecessary to repeat all 
that gratitude and affection inspired 
Hamet to say; but when he heard that 
his ancient benefactor ,vas an1ongst the 
number of those unhappy Venetians 
,vho stood before him, he hid his face 

c · for a moment under his vest, and seemed 
~verwhelmed with sorrow and astonish
ment; then recollcctipg hi1nself~ he 

' • 
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raised his arn1s to Heaven, and blessed 

that Providence which bad n1ade him 

the instrun1ent of safety to his ancient 

benefactor. 
He then instantly flew to that part of 

the market where Francisco stood wait

ing for his fate, with a manly, rnute 

despair. I-le called him his friend, his 

benefactor, and every endearing na1ne 

·which friendship and gratitude could in

spire, and ordering his chains to be in

stantly taken off, he conducted him and 

his son to a 1nagnificent house which 

belonged to hi1n in the city. As soon 

.as they were alone, and had time for 

an explanation of their 111utual fortunes, 

llainet told the Venetians, that ,vhen 

he was set at liberty by their genero
sity, and restored to his -country, he 

I 

had accepted a con1mand in the Turkish• 

armies; and that having had the good 

fortune to distinguish himself upon se

veral occasions, he had gradually been 

promoted, through various offices, to the 
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dignity of Bashaw of Tunis. Since I 
have enjoyed this post, added he, there 
is nothing which I find in it so agree
able as the power it gives n1e of alle
viating the n1isfortunes of those un
happy Christians that are taken pri
soners by our corsairs. Whenever a ship 
arrives which brings with it any of these 
sufferers, I constantly visit the markets, 
and redeem a certain nu1nber of the cap
tives, whon1 I restore to liberty. And 
gracious Allah has shewn that he ap
proves of these faint endeavours to dis
charge the sacred duties of gratitude for 
n1y own reden1ption, by putting it in my 
power to serve the best and dearest of 
1nen. 

Ten days were Francisco and his son 
entertained in the house of Hamet, 
during which time he put in practice 
every thing within his power to please 
and interest them; but when he found 
that they were desirous of returning 
home, he told them that he would no 
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fonger detain them from their country, 
but that they should embark the next 
day, in a ship that ,vas setting sail for ,r enice. Accordingly, on the mo1To,v, 
he-dismissed the1n with 111any embraces 
and n1uch reluctance, and ordered a 
chosen party of his own guards to con
duct tl1em on board their vessel. vVhen 
they arrived there, tbeir joy and admi ... 
ration ,vere considerably increased on 
finding that; by the generosity of I-:lamet, 
not only the ship which had been taken, 
but the whole crew ,vere redcen1ed, and 
restored to freedom. Francisco and his 
son embarked, and, after a favourable 
voyage, arrived ,vi thou t accident in their 
own country, where they 1 i\·cd rn~ ny )' cars 
respected and esteemed, continually 
n1indful of the vicissitudes of human 
affairs, ancl attentive to discharge their 
duties to their fellow-creatures. 

,vhen this story was concluded, :\fr. 
13arlow and his two pupils went out to 
,valk upon the high ro~d; but they 

VUL. I. 
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h~d not gone far, before they discovered 

three men that seemed each to lead a large 

and shaggy beast by a string, followed by 
a crowd of boys antl women, ,rhom t11e 
novelty of the sight haJ drawn together. 
'\Vhen they approached more near, l,lr. 
Barlow discoYered that the beasts were 
three tame bears led by as many Savoy
arJs, who got their living by exhibiting 
them. Upon the head of eacb of these 

formidable animals was seJ.ted a n1onkcy, 
,vho grinned and chattered, and, by bis 

strange grimaces, excited the mirth of 
the whole assembly. Tor:.nny, 1\·bo bacl 
ne,·er before seen one of tl1ese creatures, · 
was very 111 uch S!.l rprize<l 3.t:.(l entertain
ed; but sti 11 more so, when he sa \V the 
animal rise upon his hind-legs at the 
word of command, and dance about iu 
a strange, uncouth manner, to the sound 

of musk. After haviug satisfitd them
selves ,vith this spectacle, they pro
ceeded upon their way, and Tommy 
asked 1vI r. Barlow, ,v hetber a Lear was 



an animal easily tamed, and that did 
111ischief in those places where he was 
,vild. The bear, replied l\Ir. Barlo\\", 
is not an animal quite so formidable or 
destructive as a lion or a tiger; he is 
however sufticiently dangerous, and will 
frequently de\'our ,vomcn and children, 
and even men, when 11e has an oppor
tunity. These creatures are generally 
founcl in cold countries; and it is ob
served that tbe colder is the climate, 
the greater size and fierceness do tbey 
attain to. You n1ay rernem ber, in the 
account of those ponr men who were 
obliged to liYe so long upon n dreary 
and unin11abited country, that they were 
frcquen tly in dan~·er of bein°· de\·ourcd 

• L) b 

by the bears tl:,lt abounded in tl1at place. 
In those nort11crn countries \\'hich a18 

rcrpetually co\'cred with snow and ice, 
a species of bear is fuund, tb~1t is \\'hite 
1!1 colour, and of amazing strength as 
well as fierceness. These animals are 
often seen clambering· over the huo·c ..._., b 
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pieces of ice which ahnost cover those 
seas, and pr~ying upon fish and other 
sea animals. I remember reading an 
account of one thJ;lt came unexpectedly 
·upon some sailors who ,vere boiling 
their dinners upon the sh01=e. This 
creature had two young ones ,vith her, 
and the sailors, as you n1ay easily irna ... 
gine, cli<l not like such dangerous guests, 
but n1ade their escape i1nmediately to 
the shjp. The old bear then seized 
upon the flesh which the sailors had left, 
and set it before her cubs, reserving 
a ·very small portion for herself; shewing 

by this, that sbe took a much greater 
jnterest in their welfare than in her 
own. But the sailors, enraged at the 
10s s of t hci r dinners, le,·e lled their rn us
J(cts at the cubs, and, fron1 the ship, 
shot them both dead. They also wound
ed the darn, who was fetching away 
another piece of flcs11, but not 1nortally, 
so that she was still able to move. But 

, 

it \Vould haYc affected anv one with ~· 

•I 
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pity, but a brutal 111ind, (says the rela
tion,) to sre tlJe behaviour of this poor 
Lea.st, a11 wounded as she was and bleed
ing, to her young ones. Though she 
was sorely hurt, and could but just 
crawl to the place where they lay, she 
carried the lump of flesh she bad in her 
111outb, as she had done the preceding ones, 
and 1aid it clown before them; and when 
she ohsen·ed that they oid not eat, she 
laid her paws first upon one, and then 
tipon another, and endeaYoured to raise 
them up, all tbis while making the most 
pitiful rnoans. "'\rhcn she found that 
tbcy did not stir, she went away to a 
little d1:~t~t11cc, and then looked hack 
and n1na11cd, as if to entice them to bcr; 
l.rnt finding them still immoveable, she 
returned, and smelling round them, be
gan to lir k their wounds. She tLen 
went off a sec011el time as before; and 
ahcr cr~wling a fe'.r yards, turned back 
and moa1.cd, a~3 if to entreat them not to 
d~·s~rt thc-i;· n1cth~r. Bet l:c-1 cubs not 

}-1 3 
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yet rising to follo,v her, she returned to 
the1n again, and with signs of inexpres

sible fondness went round first one, and 
then tl1e other, pawing them, and moan

ing all the time. Finding them at last 
cold and lifeless, she raised her head 

towards the ship, and began to growl in 

an indignant 111anner, as if she were 

denouncing vengeance against the mur

derers of her young: but the sailors 

levelled their 111uskets again, ancl wounded 
]1er in so many places, that she dropped 

down bet\\'cen her young ones; yet e,·ei1 
,d1ilc she was expiring, she sePrned only 

sensible to their fate, and died licking 
their wounds. 

. .A.nd is it possible, said I Iarry, that 
1nen can Le so cruel towards poor, unfor

:tun:i te animals? It is too true, answered 
l\1r. Barlow, that rncn are frequently 

guilty of very wanton and unnecessary 

nets of barbaritv. But in t11is CQ5e, it ., 

is probable, that the fear of these ani-

mals cvntributed to render the sailor 
I 

I 
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n1ore unpitying than they ·would othcr
,vise have been. They had often seen 
themselves in danger of being devoured, 
and that inspired then1 with a great de
gree of hatred against them, which they 
took every opportunity of gratifying. 
But would it not be enough, answered 
Harry, if they carried arms to defend 
themselves ·when they were attacked, 
without unnecessarily destroying other 
creatures, ,vho did not meddle with 
the1n? To be sure it ·would, replied 
l\Ir. Barlow, and a generous n1ind would 
at any time rather spare an enemy 
th::i.n destroy him. "\Vhilc they were 
conversing in this manner, they beheld 
a crowd of ,vo111en and children n1nnin~r 

.:J 

away, in the greatest · trepidation, and 
Jooki1Jg behind them, s~tw that one of 
the bears had broken his chain 1 and was 
running after them, gro~ding all tLc 
time in a very disagreer~;,1c manner. i\Ir . 
. Barlow, who had a good stick in his 
hand, and \\·as a man of an iutrepid ch,> 
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racter, percci\'ing this, bade bis pup11s 
ren1a1n quiet, and instantly ran up to 
the bear, who stopped in the 1nicl<lle of 
his career, and seemed inclined to attack 
l\Ir. Barlo,v for his interference. But 
this gentleman struck him two or three 
blows, rating him at the same time in a 
loud and severe tone of voice, a~~cl 
seizing the end of the chain with equal 
boldness and dexterity, the animal qui
etly submitted, and suffered himself to 
he taken prisoner. Presently, the keeper 
of tbe bear came up, into whose hands 
1\1 r. Barlow con~igped him, charging 
him for the future to be n10re careful in 
guarding so ch:ngerous a creature. "\Vhile 
this was doing, the hoys had remained 
quiet s1 ectators at adistc111ce; but by acci
dent, tbe monkey who used to be perch
ed upon the head of the bear, and was 
shaken off when the beast broke loose, 
came running that \\'ay, playing; a thou
sand antic grimaces as he passed. Tom
my, who ,vas determiyed not to Le out-

., 

it 
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done by nf r. Barlo-w, ran very resolutely 
up, and seized a string, ,vhiQh ·was tied 
Tound the loins of the animal; but he 
not choosing to be taken prisoner, in
stantly snapped at Ton1n1y's arm, and 
ahnost made his teeth n1eet in the fleshy 
part of it. But Ton1111y, ,vho ,vas no,v 
greatly improved in courage and the 
use of his limbs, instead of letting his 
enemy escape, began threshing hi111 very 
severely ,vith a stick ,vhich he had in his 
hand; till the n1onkey, seeing he had 
so resolute an antagonist to deal ,vith, 
desisted fro111 opposition, and suffered 
himself to be led captive like his friend 
the bear. 

As they ·were returning home, Tommy 
asked 1\-Ir. Barlo\V whether be did not 
think it Yery dangerous to meddle with 
such an ani1nal when he was loose. l\Ir. 
Barlow told hin1 it was not without dan
ger, but that it was n1t1ch less so than 
lllost people would imagine. i\'1ost ani
n10Js, said he, are casi !y a wed by the ap-
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pearance of intrepidity, while they are 
invited to pursue by n1arks of fear an<l 
apprehension. That, I belie••,e, is very 
true, answered I-Iarry; for I have very 
often obse1Te<l the behaviour of dogs to 
each other. ,vhen two strange dogs 
meet, they generally approach with cau
tion, as if they were rn u tually afraid; but 
as sure as either of the1n runs a way, 
the other will pursue him with the great
est insolence and fury. This is not con
fined to dogs, replied ~Ir. Barlow; almost 
all wild beasts are subject to rcceiYe the 
sudden in1 pressions of terror; and there
fore n1en that ha Ye been obliged to tra
Yel without arms through forests that 
abound with dangerous ani1nals, haYe 
frequently escaped unhurt Ly shouting 
aloud whenever they have n~et \\ i~h any 
of them upon their ,r:iy. 13ut what I 
chiefly depended upon, w:-is the educa
tion ,vhich the bear bad rccei\'cd since 
he left his own co11ntr.\-. Tommv lau 0 h-• b 

c~I heartily at tbis idea, aud 1\1 r. Bailo\r_: 
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"cnt on :-,rhene\·er an animal is taught 
any thing which is not natural to him, 
that is properly receiving an education. 
Did you eyer observe colts runt1ing about 
wild upon the cornn1on? Tommy. Yes, 
sir, very often. lVIr. Barlo,v. And de 
you think it ,vould be an easy matter for 
any one to mount upon their backs, or 
ride them? Torn1ny. By no 1neans 
I think that they would kick and prance 
to· that degree that they ,vould throw 
any person down. !\Ir. Barlo\V. And 
yet your 1itt1e horse very frequently takes 
you upon b;s back,and carries you vr>rysafc
ly between this and your f~tther's hons<'. 
Toin my. That is because he is used to 
it. I\ir. Ba, lo\v. But he was not ahvays 
used to it: he wa.s one~ a colt, and then 
he ran abotlt as wild and unrestrained as 
any of .those upon the common. 'I'om-
1ny. Yes, sir. l\Jr. Barlow. 1-fow came 
he then to be so altered a5 to submit to 
bear you about upon his back? Tommy. 
I do not know; unless it \Vas by feeding 
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hi111. l\Ir. Barlow. That is one 111ethod, 
but that is not all. They first accuston1 

the colt, who naturally follows his mo
ther, to co1ne into the stable ,vith her. 

Then they stroke hin1 and feed him, till 
he gradually becomes gentle, and ,vill 
suffer himself to be handled. Then they 
take an opportunity of putting an halter 
upon his head, and accustom him to 
stand quietly in the stable, and be tied 
to the manger. Thus, they gradually 
proceed fron1 one thing to another, till 
they teach hi1n to bear the bridle and the 
saddle, and to be c01nmanded by bis 
nder. This may very properly be called 

the education of an animal, since by 
these 111eans he is obliged fo acquire 
habits, ,vhich he would never have learn

ed had he been left to himself. - Now, I 
knew that the poor bear had been fre
quently beaten and very ill used, in order 
to 1nake him submit to be led about with 
a string, and exhibited as a sight. I 
kne,v that he had been accuston1ed to 
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5ubmit to man, and to tremble at the 
sound of the human voice; and I depend
ed upon the force of these impressions) 
for making hin1 submit without resist
ance to the authority I assumed over 
him. You see I ,vas not deceived in my 
opinion; and by these means I probably 
prevented the n1ischief which he might 

otherwise have done to some of tho:::c 
women or children. 

As l\1r. Barlow was talking in thi~ 
n1anner, he perceived that Tomrny·s arm 

'Vas bloody, and inquiring into the rea
son, he heard the history of his adven

ture with the monkey. l\fr. Barlow then 
looked at the wound, which he found of 
no great consequence; and told Tommy 
that he was sorry for his accident, but imQ
ginecl that he was now too courageous 
to be daunted by a trifling hurt. Tommy 
assured him he wa'3, and proceeded to a1;h 
some questions concerning the nature of 
the monkey; which l\Ir. Barlow ans\\·er
ed in the follo,'l'ing 111anner. The mon-

','OL. I. N 
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key is a very extraordinary anima1, which 

closely resembles a man in his shape and 

appearance, as perhaps you may have 

observed. He is always found to inhabit 

hot countries, the forests of which in 

niany parts of the world are filled with 
innumerable bands of these animals. 

He is extremely active, an<l his fore legs 

exactly resemble the arms of a man; so 

that he not only uses them to walk upon, 

but frequently to climb trees, to hang 

by the branches, and to take hold of his 

food ,vith. I-le supports himself upou 

alinost every species of wild fruit which 

is found in those countries, so that it is 
necessary he should be continually scram

~ling up and down the highest trees in 

order to procure himself a suhsistenct>. 

Nor is he contented always with the 

diet which he finds in the forest where 

he niakes his residence. Large bands of 

these creatures \vill frequently sally out 

to plunder the garden s in the neighbour

hood; and mJny \\'onclcrful stories arc 
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told of their ingenuity and contrivanceo 

,vhat are these, said Tommy? It is said, 

answered lvir. Barlow, that they proceed 

with all the caution and regularity 

, which could be found in men themselves. 

Some of these animals are placed as spies 

to give notice to the rest, in case any 

human being shouJd approach the garden; 

and should that happen, one of the centi

nels inforn1s the1n by a peculiar chatter

ing, and they all escape in an instant. 

I can easily belic\·e that, answered Har

ry; for I have observed, that when a. 

flock of rooks alight upon a farmer's field 

of corn, two or three of them al \vays 

take their station upon tl1e highest tree 

they can find; and if any one approaches> 

they instantly give notice by their caw

ing, and all the rest take \\'ing directly 

and fly away. But, answered ~Jr. Bar

low, the monkies are said to be yet more 

ingenious in their thefts; for they sta

tion some of their boc1v at a small di~-,., 

tance from each other, in a line that 

• 
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reaches quite fro1n the forest they in ha

bit to the particular garden they wish to 

plunder. ,vhen this is done, several of 

them mount the fairest fruit-trees, and 

picking the fruit, throw it down to their 
companions who stand below; these again 

chuck it to others at a little distance; 

and th us it flies fron1 hand to hand, till 
it is safely deposited in the woods or 
mountains whence they came. 

,vhen they are taken Yery young, they 
are easily tamed, but always retain a 
great disposition to mischief, as \rell as 

to imitate e,·ery thing they see done by 
men. !\Jany ridiculous stories are told 

of the1n in this respect. I ha \·e heard of 

a monkey, that resided ill a gentle1n~n·s 

family, and that frequently obscn·ed hi, 
master undergo the operation of slrn Ying. 
The imitati\·e animal one day took it 
jnto his head to turn barber, and seizing 

a cat that li,·ed in the same house, in or:e 
hand, and a bottle of ink in the other, 

he ci!Hled her up to the top of a yery 
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fine marble stair-case. The servants 

,vere all attracted by the sc1eams of the 

cat, who did not relish the operation 

which was going forward; and, running 

out, were equally surprised and diverted, 

to see the monkey grave1y seated upon 

the landing-place of the stairs, and hold

ing the cat fast in one of his paws; 

while with the other be continually ap

plied ink to puss's face, rubbing it all 

over just as he had obserYe<l the barber 

do to his n1aster. \Vhenever the cat 

struggled to escape, the n1onkey gaYc 

her a pat with his pJ.w, chattering ~ll the 

- time, and making the most ridiculous 

. grim~tces; and when she was quiet, he 

applied himself to bis bottle, and conti

nued the operation. 

But I have heard a n1ore tragic story 

of the imitative genius of these animals. 

One of them Ii \'Cd in a tortifiecl town, 
and usecl frequently to run up and do,vt1 

upon the ramparts, where he had ob ... 

SC.T\·ecl the gunner cl'scharge the grc~ ... 
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guns that defended the town. One day he 
got possession of the lighted n1atch with 
which this man used to perfonn his bu
siness, and applying it to the touch-hole 
of a gun, he ran to the mouth of it to 

see the explosion; but the cannon, ,vhich 
happened to be l,)acled, instantly went 
off, and blew the poor monkey into a 
thousand pieces. 

vVhen they came back to l\rlr. Barlow's 
they found 1iaster I\fcrton's ser\'ant and 

V 

horses waiting to bring him home. \Vhen 
he arrived there, he was received with 
the greatest joy and tenderness by his 
parents; but though he gave them an 
account of every thing else that had hap
pened, he <lid not say a word about the 
money he had gi\·cn to the farmer. Dut 
the ucxt day being Sunday, l\Ir. and 
Mrs. :\lerton and Tommy went together 
to the parish-church; which they had 
scarcely entered, when a general whisper 
ran through the whole congregation, 

and all eyes were in an instant turned 0 
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upon the little boy. l\Ir. and 1\Irs. Ivier

ton were very 1nuch astonished at this, 

but they forebore to inquire till the end 

of the service: then, as they were going 

out of church together, l\1r. :\Jerton 

asked his son what could be the reason 

of the g·eneral attention which he excited 
~ 

~t his entrance into church. Tommy 

113d no time to answer, for at that in

stant a Yery decent-looking woman ran 

up, and threw herself at his feet, calling 

him her guardian-angel and preserYer, 

,1nrl praying that llcaven would shower 

down upon his head all tbe blessings 

\':hich he deserved. It was some time 

before I\lr. and l\Irs. l\Ierton could un

derstand the nature of this extraordinary 

scene; but when t11ey at length under

-stood the secret of their son's generosity, 

they seemed to be scarcely less affected 

than the wonrnn herself; and shedding 

tears of transport and affection, they em

braced their son, ,rithout attending to 

the crowd that surrounded them; but im-
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mediately recollecting themselves, they 
took their leave of the poor woman, and 

hurried to their coach with such sen~ 
sations as it is more easy to conceive 
than to describe. 

E'\'DOFVO~.r. 

" . Ben,IPy, P,·11 trr, 
llolt Cou1 t, Flcc·t Sti i.;..t, lu!1Jo11, 
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