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II IS TORY 

OF 

~ANDFORD AND MERTON. 

v\\nLE these scenes were passing, l\1rs . 
11erton, though ignorant of the dange1 
of her son, was not undisturbed at home. 
Some accounts had been brought of Har
ry's, combat, which sen·ed to make her 
uneasy, and to influence her still more 
against him. l\frs. Compton too,and Miss 
lVfatilda, who had conceived a violent dis
like to I-Iarry, were busy to inflan1e her 
by their malicious representations. "'hi le 
she ,vas in these dispositions Mr. l\ferton 
happened to enter, and was at once at
tacked by all the ladies upon the subject 
of this improper connexion. He endea
Youre<l, for a long time, to remove their 
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4 THE HISTORY OF 

prejudices by reason, but when he fcun<l 

that to be impossible, he contented him

self with telling his wife, that a little 

tin1e would perhaps decide which were 

the n1ost proper com pan ions for their son; 

and that till Harry had done something 

to render hi1nself unworthy of their no

tice, he never cou lcl consent to the treat

ing him with coldness or neglect. At 

this 1noment a female servant burst into 

the room with all the wildness of affright, 

and cried out with a voice that was 

scarcely articulate, Oh! madam, 1nadam ! 

such an accident-poor, dearn1asterTon1-

my ..... vVhat of him, for God's sake? 

cried out l\1rs. lVIerton, with an impa

tience and concern that sufficiently 

marked her feelings. Nay, madam, an

wered the servant, he is not much hurt 

they say; but little Sandford has taken 

hin1 to a bull-baiting, and the bull has 

gored him, and ,villiam and John are 

bringing bim home in their arms. These 

words were scarcely delivered, when l\1rs. 

Merton uttered a violent shriek, and was 
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i;1stantly seized with an hysteric :ut. 
"\rhile the ladies were all employed in 
assisting her, and restoring her senses, 

1Ir. ~Ierton, ,, ho, though n1uch alarmed, 
\\'as more com posed, walked precipitately 

out, to learn t:1e truth of this imperfect 
n:irration. I-le had not proceeded far, 

before he n1et the crowd of children and 

senTants, one of wh01n carried Tommy 

1,Ierton in his arms. As soon as he was 

convinced that his son had received no 

other damage than a violent fright, he be
gan to inquire into the circumstances of 

the affair; but before he had tin1e to re
ceive any information, l\Irs. l\ferton, who 

ha<l recovered from her fainting, came 
running wildly fron1 the house. \Vhen 
she saw that her son was safe, she caught 
him in her arms, and began to utter all 
the incoherent expressions of a n1other's 

fondness. It was with difliculty that heL· 

husbaucl could prevail upon her to mode
rate her transports till they were ,vithin. 
Then she ga,·e a loose to her feelings in 

all their violence; and, for a considerable 

A 3 



. l 

.1 

THE HISTORY 01'' 

time, was incapable of attending to any 
thing but the joy of his mira·culous pre
servation. At length, however, she be
came more composed, and observing that 
all the co1npany ,vere present except 
Harry Sandford, she exclaimed, with sud
den indignation, So, I see that little abo
minable ,vretch has not had the impu
dence to follow you in; and I almost wisb 
that the bull had gored him as he deserved. 
What little wretch, 1namn1a, said Tom1ny, 
do you mean! Whon1 can I mean, cried 
l\tlrs. l\,Ierton, but that vile Harry Sand
ford, that your father is so fond of, and 
who had nearly cost you your life, by 
leading you into this danger? He! 1nan1-
n1a, said Ton1my, he lead me into danger! 
He did all he could to persuade me not 
to go; and I was a very naughty boy in
deed, not to take his advice. 1\-Irs. l\fer
ton stood amazed at this information; for 
her prejudices had operated so powerfully 
upon her n1ind, that she had ~n1plicitly 
believed the guilt of Harry upon the im
perfect evidence of the n1aid. \Vho was 
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it then, said l\rir. Jderton, could be so in1-
prudent? Indeed, papa, answered To1n-
111y, we were all to blame, all but Harry, 
who advised and begged us not to go, 
ancl particularly me, because he said it 
·would give you so much uneasiness ,vhen 
you knew it, and that it was so dangerous 
a diversion. J\iirs. l\lierton looked confused 
at her mistake, but Mrs. Compton ob
served that she supposed I-Iarry was afraid 
of the danger, and therefore had wisely 
kept out of the way. Oh! no, indeed, 
rnadan1, answer~d one of the little boys; 
Harry is no coward, though ,ve thought 
him so at first, ,vhen he let n1aster Tommy 
strike hi1n; but he fought n1aster Mash 
in the bravest manner I ever saw, and 
though n1aster l\·Iash fought very ,vell, 
yet Harry had the advantage; and I sa,v 
him follow us at a little distance, and 
keep his eye upon n1aster l\1erton all the 
ti1ne, till the bull broke loose; and then 
I \Vas so frightene<l that I <lo not know 
what became of him. So, this is the little 
boy, said Mr. l\'Ierton, that you were for 
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driving from the society of your children! 
But let us hear more of the story, for as 
yet I know neither the particulars of hjs 
danger n_or his escape. Upon this, one 
of the servants, who fron1 some little dis
tance h:id seen the whole affitir, was cailed 
in and examined. He ga,·e them an 
exact account of all; of Tommy's misfor
tune· of Harr31 's bravcrv · of the uncx-' ... ' 
pected succour of the poor black; and 
filled the ,vhole room with admiration 
that such an· action, so noble, so intrepid, 
so fortunate, should have been achie,·ed 
by such a child. 

l\frs. lHerton was now silent with shame 
at reflecting upon her own unjust preju
dices, and the ease with which she had 
become the enemy of a boy who had 
saved th~ life of her darling son; and 
,vho appearerl. as n1uch superior in cha
racter to all the young gentlemen at her 
11ouse, as they exceeded him in rank and 
fortune. The young laclics now forgot 
their former objections to his person and 
1nanners; and such is the effect of gc-
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uuine virtue, all the company conspired 

to extol the conduct of 1-Iarry to the skies. 

But l\fr. l\Ierton, who had appeared more 

delighted than all the rest with the rela

tion of I-Iarry's intrepidity, now cast his 

eyes around the room, and seemed to be 
looking for his little friend. But when 

he could not find him, he said, with son1e 

concern;\Vhere can be our little deliverer? 

Sure he can have n1et with no accident, 

that he bas not returned with the rest! 

No, said one of the servants; as to that, 

Harry Sandford is safe enough, for I saw· 

him go towards his own home in c01n

pany with the black. Alas! answered 

:\Ir. l\1Ierton, surely he must have re

ceived some unworthy treatment, that 

could n1ake him thus abruptly desert us 
all. And now I recollect that I heard 

one of the young gentlemen mention a 

blow that Harry had received; surely, 

Tomn1y, you could not have been so 

basely ungrateful as to strike the best 

and noblest of your friends? Tommy, at 

this, hung down his-head; bis face wai 
A5 



10 THE HISTORY OF 

covered with a burning blush, and the 
tears began silently to trickle down his 
cheeks. Mrs. lVIerton re1narke<l the an
guish and confusion of her child, and, 
eatching hin1 in her arms, was going to 
clasp him to her boson1 with the most en
dearing expressions; but 1\Ir. l\Jerton, 
hastily interrupting her, said, It is not 
now a time to give ,vay to fondness for 
a child, that, I fear, has acted the basest 
and vilest part that can disgrace an hu-
1nan being; and ,vho, if what I suspect is 
trtte, can be only a dishonour to his pa
rents. At this Tommy could no longer 
contain hin1self, but burst out into such 
a violent transport of crying, that l\ilrs. 
Merton, who seemed to feel the severity 
of Mr. lvierton's conduct with still n1ore 
poignancy than her son, caught her dar
ling up in her arms, and carried him ab
ruptly out of the room, accompanied by 
most of the ladies, ,vho pitie<l To1nmy's 
abasement, and agreed that there ,vas no 
crime he could have been guilty of which 
,vas not amply atoned for by such a 
charming sensibil1ty. 
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But l\1r. Merton, who no,v felt all ~he 
painful interest of a tender father, and 
considered this as the critical mon1ent 
w·hich was to give his son the impression 
of ,vorth or baseness for life, ·was deter
mined to examine the affair to the utmost. 
He therefore took the first opportunity 
of drawing the little boy aside who had 
mentioned 111aster Merton's striking Har
ry, and questioned him upon the subject. 
But he, who had no particular interest in 
disguising the truth, related the circum
stances nearly as they had happened; and, 
though he a Ii tt1e softened 111atters in 
To1nmy's favour, yet, without intending 
it, he held up such a picture of his vio
lence and injustice as wounded his father 
to the soul. \Vhile Mr. ~Ierton was oc
cupied by these uneasy feelings, he was 
agreeably surpFised by a visit from Mr. 
Barlow, who came accidentally to see 
him, with a perfect ignorance of all the 
great events which had so recently hap
pened. Mr. l\tlerton received this worthy 
1nan with the' sincerest cordiality ; but 
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there ,vas such a gloo1n diffused over all 
his manners, that l\Ir. Barlow began to 
suspect that a11 was not right with Ton1-
my, and therefore purposely inquired after 
him, to give his father an opportunity of 
speaking. This J\fr. l\ferton did not fail 
to do; and taking Mr. Barlow affection
ately by the hand, he said, Oh! my dear 
sir, I begin to fear that all n1y hopes are 
at an end in that boy, and all your kind 
endeavours thrown a,vay. I-le has just 
behaved in such a manner as shews him 
to be radically corrupted, and insensible 
of every principle but pride. Ile then 
related to lvlr. Barlow even,- incident of ., 
Tommy's behaviour, n1aking the severest 
reflections upon his insolence and ingra
titude, and blaming his own supineness, 
that had not earlier checked these bois
terous passions, that now burst forth with 
such a degree of fury, and threatened 
ruin to his hopes. Indeed, answered l\1Ir. 
:Barlow, I am very sorry to hear this ac
count of n1y little friend; yet, I do not 
see it quite' in so serious a light as your-
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self: and, though I cannot deny the dan
gers that may arise from a character so 
susceptible of false impressions, and so 
violent at the same time, yet I do not 
think the corruption either so great, or so 
general, as you seem to suspect. Do ,ve 
not see, even in the 1nost trifling habits 
of body or speech, that a long and con
tinual attention is required, if we would 
wish to change them; and yet our perse
verance is in the end generally successful? 
\Vhy then should we imagine that those 
of the mind are less obstinate, or subject 
.to different laws? Or, why should we 
rashly abandon ourselves to despair, fron1 
the first experiments that do not succeed 
according to our wishes? Indeed, an
swered 11r. nierton, what you say is per
fectly consistent with the general bene
volence of your character, and n1ost con
solatory to the tenderness of a father. 
Yet, I know too well the general weak
ness of parents in respect to the faults of 
their children, not to be upon my guard 
against the delusions. of n1y own n1inc.l . 
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And when I consider the abrupt transi
tion of n1y son into every thing that is 
most inconsistent ,v ith goodness; ho,v 
lightly, how instantaneously he seen1s to 
have forgotten every thing he had learned 
with you, I cannot he]p forming the 1nost 
painful and melancholy presages of the 
future. Alas, sir, answered l\ir. Barlow, 
·what is the general n1alady of human na
ture but this very instability which now 
appears in your son? l)o you imagine 
that half the vices of men arise from real 
depravity of heart? On the contrary, I 
am convinced that human nature is infi
nitely n1ore weak than wicked; and that 
the greater part of all bad conduct springs 
rather fron1 ,vant of firmness than frow 
any settled propensity to evil. Indeed, 
replied l\.•I r. l\.1erton, what you say is 
highly reasonable: nor did I ever expect 
that a boy so long indulged and spoiled 
should be exempt fro1n failings. But 
what particularly hurts me is, to see him 
proceed to such disagreeable extren1ities 
,vithout any adequate temptation; ex-

1· 
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tremities that I fear imply a defect of 
goodness and generosity, virtues which 
I always thought he had possessed in a 
very great degree. Neither, answered 
1\-Ir. Barlow, am I at all convinced that 
your son is deficient in either. But you 
are to consider the pre,·alence of example, 
and the circle to which you have lately 
introduced him. If ,it is so difficult even 
for persons of a more n1ature age and ex
perience to resist the impressions of those 
with whom they constantly associate, ho,~ 
can you expect it from your son? To be 
armed against the prejudices of the world, 
and to distinguish real merit from the 
splendid vices which pass current in what 
is called society, is one of the most diffi
cult ofhmnan sciences. Nor do I know a 
single character, however excellent, that 
would not candidly confess he has often 
made a ,vrong election, and paid that 
homage to a brilliant outside which is 
only due to real merit. You comfort me 
very much, said l\1r. lVIerton; but such 
mgovcrnablc passions! such violen~e and 
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impetuosity !-Are indeed very formi<l~

ble, replied 1Ir. Barlow; yet, ,vhen they 

are properly directed, frequently produce 

the noblest effects; and history, as ,vell 

as private obscn·ation, n1ay inform us, 

that, if they sometimes lead their pos

sessor astray, they are equally capable of 

bringing him back to the right path, pro

vide<l they are properly acte<l upon. \"" ou 

have, I doubt not, read the story of Po

lemo, who, fron1 a debauched young man, 

became a celebrated philosopher, and a. 

model of virtue, only by attending a single 

moral lecture. Indeed, said ~Ir. l\1Ierton, 

I a111 ashamed to confess that the various 

en1ployments and amusements in which 

I have passed the greater pa1 t of my life, 

have not afforded me as much leisure for 

reading as I could wish. Y ... ou will there

fore oblige me very ,n1uch by repeating 

the story you allude to. ~ 

THE STORY OF POLEl\IO. 

PoLE:i\IO, said 11r. Barlow, ,vas a young 

man of Athens, so distinguished by his 

.. 
'W 
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excesses, that he was the a version of all 

the discreeter part of the city. He le<l a 

life of continual intemperance and dissi

pation. Ilis days were given up to feast

ing and am usernen ts, bis nights to riot 

and into~ication. He was constantly sur

rounded by a set of loose young n1en, 
who imitated and encouraged his vices; 

and when they had totally drowned the 

little reason they possessed, in copious 

draughts of wine, they were accustomed 

to sally out, and practise every species of 

absurd and licentious frolic. One morn

ing they were thus wandering about, 

after baving spent the night as usual, 

\\· hen they Leheld a great concourse of 

people that were listening to the dis

courses of a celebrated philosopher nan1ed 

Xenocrates. The greater part of the 

young men, who still retained some sense 

of shame, "·ere so struck with this spec

tacle, that they turned out of the way; 
but Polerno, who was 1nore daring and 
abandoned than the rest, pressed forward 

' into the midst of the audience. I-Ii 
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figure \Yas too remarkable not to attract 
universal notice; for his head was cro,vned 
with flowers, his robe hung negligently 
about him, and his whole body was reek
ing ,vith perfumes; besides, his 1ook and 
n1anners were such as very little qualified 
him for such a company. l\Jany of the 
audience ,vere so displeased at this inter
ruption, that they were ready to treat the 
young man with great severity; but the 
venerable philosopher prevailed upon 
them not to 1nolest the ii1truder, and 
calmly continu~d his discourse, ,vhich 
l1appened to be upon the dignity and ad
vantage of temperance ... A.she proceeded, 
he descanted upon this subject with so 
n1uch force and eloquence, that the young 
n1an became n1ore con1posed and atten
tive, as it were, in spite of himself: Pre
sently, as the sage gre,v still more ani
mated in his representation of the shan1e
ful sla,:ery which attends the giving way 
to our passions, aud the sublime happi
ness of reducing them all to order, the 
countenance of Polcn10 began to change, 

.., 
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and the expression of ~t to be softened. 

He cast his eyes in mournful silence upon 
the ground, as if in deep repentance for 
his own contemptible conduct. Still the 
philosopher jncrease<l in vehemence; he 
seemed to be animated with the sacred 

genius cf the art which he prof est, and 
to exercise an irresistible power over the 
111incls of his hearers. I-Ie dre·w the por
trait of an ingenuous and modest young 

man, that had been bred up to virtuous 
toils and manly hardiness. I-Ie painted 
hi1n triumphant over all his passions, and 
trampling upon human fears and ,veak
ness. Should his country be invaded, 
you see him fly to its defence, and ready 
to pour forth all his blood. Caln1 and 
composed he appears with a terrible 
beauty in the front of danger, the orna-
1nent and bulwark of his country. The 

thickest squadrons are penetrated by his . 
resistless valour, and he points the paths 
of victory to his admiring followers. 
Should he fall in battle, bow glorious is 
h is lot! to be cut off in the honourable 

• 
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discharge of his duty, to be wept by all 
the brave and Yirtuous, and to stuYive in 
the eternal records of fame !-vYhile Xe
nocrates was thus discoursing, Poicmo 
seemed to Le transported with a sacred 
enthusiasm; his eyes flashed fire, his 
countenance glowed with martial indig
nation, and the whole expression of his 
person was changed. Presently, the phi
losopher, who h:i<l remarked the effects 
of his discourse, painted, in no less glow
ing colours, the life and manners of an 
effeminate young n1an. Unhappy youth, 
said he, what words sha11 I find equal to 
thy abasement? Thou art the reproach of 
thy parents, the disgrace of thy country, 
the scorn or pity of every generous n1ind. 
How is nature dishonoured in thy person, 
and all her choicest gifts abortiYe! That 
strength which would have rendered 
thee the g1ory of thy city, and the ter
ror of her foes, is l>ascly thrown away on 
luxury and intemperance; thy youth and 
beauty are wasted in riot, and prema
turely Llasted by disease. Instead of the 

i 
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eye of fire, the port of intrepidity, the 
step of modest firmness, a squalid pale

ness sits upon thy face, a bloated corpu

lency enfeebles t11y 1in1bs, and presents 

a picture of human nature in its most 

abject state. But hark! the trumpet 

sounds; a savage band of unrelenting 

enemies haYe surrounded the city, and 

are prepared to scatter flames and ruin 

through the whole! The virtuous youth 

that have been educated to nobler cares, 

arm ,rith generous emulation, and fly to 

its defence. I-low lovely do tbey appear, 

drest in resplendent arms, and moving 

slowly on in a close, impenetrable pha

lanx! They are animated by every mo

tive which can give energy to an human 

breast, and lift it to the sublimest achieve

ments. Their hoary sires, their venerable 

magistrates, the beauteous forms of tren1-

bling \·irgins, attend them to the war, 

,vith prayers and acclamations. Go forth, 

ye generous bands, secure to meet the 

rewards of victory, or the repose of ho

nourable death! Go forth, ye generous 
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bands, but unaccompanied by the wretch 

I have described. His feeole arm refuses 

to bear the ponderous shield; the pointed 
spear sinks feebly fron1 his grasp; he 

trembles at the noise and tumult of the 

war, and flies like the hunted hart to lurk 
in shades and darkness. Behold hin1 
roused from his n1idnight orgies, reeking 

,vith wine and odours, and crowned with 

flowers, the o·nly trophies of his warfare; 

he hurries with trembling steps across 
the city; his voice, his gait, his whole 

deportment proclai111 the abject slave of 

intemperance, and stamp indelible infamy 

upon his nan1e. ,vhile Xenocrates was 
thus discoursing, Polemo listened ·with 
fixed attention: the former aninrntion of 

his countenance gaye way to a visible 

dejection; presently his lips trembled and 

his cheeks grew pale; he was lost in 
melancholy recollection, and a silent tear 

,vas observed to trickle down. But when 

the philosopher described a character so 

like his own, shame seemed to take entire 

po~session of his soul, and rousing, as 

" w 

' 
I) 

+-' 

1JJ 

f ,,, 

fo 

''1 



SANDFORD AND :MERTON. 23 

from a long and painful lethargy, he 
softly raised his hands to his head, and 
tore away the chaplets of flowers, the 
111onuments of his effeminacy and dis
grace; he seemed intent to cornpose his 
dress into a 111ore decent form, and wrap
ped his robe about him, that before hung 
loosely waving with an air of studied 
effeminacy. But when Xenocrates had 
finished his discourse, Polemo approached 
hin1 with all the hu1nility of conscious 
guilt, and begged to become his disciple; 
telling hin1 that he had that day gained 
the n1ost glorious conquest that had ever 
been achieved by reason and philosophy, 
by inspiring with the love of virtu.e a 
mind that had been hitherto p1unged in 
folly and sensuality. Xenocrates em
braced the young man, encouraged him 
in such a laudable design, and admitted 
him a1nong his disciples. Nor had he 
ever reason to repent of his facility; for 
Polemo fro1n that hour abandoned all his 
former companions and vices, and by his 
uncommon ardour for improvement, very· 
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soon became as celebrated for virtue an{ 
,vi~dom as he had before been for evcrv ., 
contrary quality. 

Thus, added 1Ir. Barlow, you see hov~ 
1i ttle reason there is to despair of you th, 
even in the 1nost. disadvantageous cjr
cun1stances. It has been justly observed, 
that few know all they are capable of; 
the seeds of different qualities frequently 
lie concealed in the character, and only 
,vait for an opportunity of exerting them
selves; and it is the great l>usiness of 
education to apply such motives to the 
imagination as may stimulate it to laud
able exertions. Fer thus the same acti• 
vity of mind, the s::trne impetuosity of 
temper, "(vbich, by being irnproperl_y ap
plied, would only form a wild, nngo\·ern
able character, n1ay produce the steadiest 
virtue, and prove a bles ing both to the 
individual and his country. 

I am infinitely obliged to you for this 
story, said l\tI r. l\1erton; and as my son will 
certainly find a Xenocrates in you, I wish 
that you may have reason to think him in 

IL 
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some dcoTee a Polemo. But, since you b • 
are so kin cl as to present me these agree-
able hopes, clo not leave the work unfi
nished, but tell me what you think the 
best method of treating hi111 in his pre
sent critical situation. That, said l\1r. 

' Barlow, must depend, I think, upon the 
,vorkings of his own mind. lie has 
always appeared to me generous and hu- . 
inane, and to have a fund of natural good
ness amid all the faults which spring up 
too luxuriantly in his character. It is 
impossible that he should not be at ,pre
sent possessed with the keenest shan1e for 
his own behaviour. It will be your first 
part to take advantage of these senti
n1ents, and, instead of a fleeting ancl tran
sitory sensation, to change then1 into 
fixed and active principles. Do not at 
present say much to him upon the sub
ject. Let us both be attentive to the si-
lent ·workings of his mind, and regulate 
our behaviour accordingly. 

This conversation being finished, 1v!r. 
VOL. III. B 
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l\Ierton introduced l\lr. Bar1o,v to the 

company in the other room. l\1lrs. n'ler

ton, \vho now began to be a little stag

gered in some of the opinions she had 

been most fond of, received him with un

common civility, ancil all the rest of the 

company treated him with the [greatest 

respect. But Tommy, who had lately 

been the oracle and the admiration of all 

this brilliant circle, appeared to have lost 

all his vivacity. He indeed advanced to 

n1eet n-Ir. Barlow with a look of tender

ness and gratitude, and made the most 

respectful answers to all his inquiries; but 

his eyes were involuntaiily turned to the 

ground, and silent melancholy and dejec

tion were visible in his face. 1\-Ir. Barlo,v 

remarked, with the greate"t pleasure, 

these signs of humility and contrition, and 

pointed them out to ::\lr. l\Icrton the first 

time he had an opportunity of speaking to 

hi1u without being- overheard; aclding, 

that, unless he was much deceived, Tom

my ,vould so011 give ample proofs of the 

natural goodness of his character, and re

concile himself to J l l his friends. 11r. 
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~\Ierton heard tbis observation with the 
greatest pleasure, and now began to enter
tain some hopes of seeing it accomplished. 

After the dinner was over, most of the 
young gentlemen ,vent away to their re
spective homes. Tomn1y seemed to have 
Jost much of the enthusiasm which he had 
lately felt for his polite and accon1plished 
friends; he even appeared to feel a secret 
joy at their departure, and answered with 
a visible coldness all their professions of 
regard and repeated invitations. Even 
l\Irs. Compton herself and iv1iss Matilda, 
who were also departing, found hi1n as 
insensible as the rest; though they did 
not spare the most extravagant praises 
and the warmest professions of regard. 

And now the cere1nonies of taking leave 
being over, and 111ost of the visitors de
parted, a sudden solitude seemed to have 
taken possession of the house which was 
lately the scat of noise, and bustle, and 
fcstivi ty. !\:fr. and l\Irs. l\Ierton and Mr. 
Barlow were left alone with ifiss Sim
mons and Torn1ny, and one or two others 

n2 
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of the sma1ler gentry ,yho bad not yet 
returned to their friend:,. A:, ::\Ir. Bar
lo\v was not fond of cards, l\I r. }Ierton 
proposed, after the tea- table was r~- · 
1110\·ccl, that l\Iiss Simmons, who was fa.
n1ous for reading ,vell, should entertain 
the company with some little ta1e or his
tory, adapted to the comprehen-,ion eyen 
of the youngest. ~liss Simmons excused 
herself with the greatest 1nodesty, but 
upon i\Irs. l\ferton ·s joining in the re
quest, she instantly complied, ,~nd fetching 
down a bool-, read the following story of 

SOPHROX A~D TIGRA~l ·.s 

SoPHRO~ ancl Tigrancs were the chil
dren of two neighbcrnring shepherds that 
fed their flocks in that p~rt of ~\.sia whi<.:h 
borders upon 1~1•)unt Lebanon. They 
were accusto::Jcd ro cac!1 otlicr from their 
earliestinfa11c:,·, 'lll{_l the contiintal lwbit of 
coil\' 'r.sinu· at lcu~;th :)rociuc ·d a tender 
and intin:atc friendship. Soplu<,11 was the 
largerancl11C.1rcrobustofthc two; hislook 

r---
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was firm, but n1odest, his countenance 

placid, and his eyes were such as inspired 

confidence and attachment. He excelled 

1nost of the youth of tbe neighbourhood 

in every species of violent exercise, such 

as\\ restling, boxing, and ,vhirling heavy 

weights; but bis triu1nphs \\ ere constantly 

rnixtd with so much humanity and cour

tesy, that even those who found tbem

sel ves vanquished could feel no en, y to

wards their conqueror. On the contrary, 

Tigrancs \Vas of a character totally dif

ferent. His- body was less strong than that 

ofSophron, but cxccliently proportioned, 

and adapted to e,·ery species of fatigue. 

Ilis countenance ·was full of fire, but dis

pleased by an excess of confidence; and 
·his eyes sparkled with sense and meaning, 

but bore too great an expression of un-

controlled fi e rceness. Nor were these 

two youths Jess different in the applica

tion of their faculties than in the nature 

of them; for Tigranes seemed to be pos

sessed by a restless spirit of cornn1anding 
• all his c<1nals, while Sophron, contented 
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with the enjoyment of tranquillity, desir
ed nothing more than to avoid oppression. 

Still as they assisted their parents i 11 

leading every morning their flocks to pas
ture, they entertained each other with 
rural sports, or, laid under the shade of 
arcliing rocks, during the heat of tl1e day, 
conversed with all the ease of childish 
friendship. Their observations were not 
nrnny; they were cbietly drawn from the 
objects of nature which surrounded them, 
or fro1n the simple modes of life tow hich 
they had been witness; but e,·en here the 
diversity of their characters was sufl1-
ciently expressed. See, said Tigranes one 
day, as he cast 11is eyes upwards to the 
cliffs of a neio·hbourin°· rock that ca()'Ie b b ' ~ 

which rises into the immense regions of 
air, till he ab~olutely soars beyond the 
reach of sight; were I a bi rd, I shou ]d 
choose to resemble him, that I might 
traverse the clouds with the rapidity of a 
,vhirlwind, and dart like lightning upon 
n1y prey. Th:it eagle, :i.nswered Sophron, 
is the emblem of Yiolcncc and inju~tice,; 
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he is the enemy of every bird and even 

of every beast that is weaker than him

self: were I to choose, I should prefer the 

life of yonder swan that n1oves so 

sn1oothly and inoffensively along the 

river; he is strong enough to defend him

self from injury, without oppressing 

others; and, therefore, he is neither fear

ed nor insulte<l by other anin1als. vVhile 

he was yet speaking, the eagle, w hu had 

been hovering in the air, darted suddenly 

down at some distance, and seizing a 

lamb, ,vas bearing it away in his cruel 

talons; when, almost in the same instant, 

the shepherd, who had been watching all 

his motions fron1 a neighbouring hill, let 

fly an arrow from his bow, with so unerr

ing an aim, that it pierced the body of the 

bird, and brought him headlong to the 

ground, writhing in the agonies of death. 

This, said Sophron, I have often heard is 

the fate of ambitious people; while they 

are endeavouring to mount beyond their 

fello\\'s, they arc stopped by son1e unfore

seen misfortune. 1"or my part, said Ti-
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granes, I had r~ther perish in the middle 
of the sky, than enjoy an age of life, 
basely chained down and grovelling upon 
the surface of the earth. \Vhat we either 
111ay enjoy, answered Sophron, is in the 
hand of Ilea yen; but may I rather creep 
during life, than mount to commit injus-. 
tice and oppress the innccent ! 

In this manner passed the early years 
of the two friends. As they grew up to 
manhood, the difference of their tern pers 
became more visible, and gradually alie
nated them from each other. Tigranes 
began to despise the unifon11 labours of 
a shepherd, and the humble occupations. 
of the country. Ilis sheep were neg
lected, au<l frequently wandered over 
the plains, without a leader to guard the111 
in the day, or bring them hack at night. 
The vouno· man ,ras in the mean time .; b 

employed in climbing rocks, or travers-
ing; tbe forest, to seek for eagles nests, 
or_ pierce with bis arrows the different 
,vilcl animals \\'hich inhabit the woods. 
If he heard the horn of the hunter, or 
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the cry of hounds, it was impossible to 
r.estrain his eagerness. I-Ie regarded nei

ther the summer's sun nor the winter's 

frost wh1le he was pursuing his game. 

The thickest woods, the steepest moun

tains, the deepest rivers, were unable to 

stop himlin his career. He triumphed over 

e\·ery danger and difficulty \Yith such an 
invincible courage as nm.de hin1 at once 

an object of terror and admiration to all 
the youth in the neighbourhood. His 
friend Sophron alone beheld his exploits 

neither with terror nor admiration. Of 
all his comrades Sophron was the oniy 

one whom Tigranes still continued to 

respect; for he knew that with a gentle

ness of temper which scarcely any thing 
could exasperate, he possessed the firn1est 

courage, and a degree of bodily strength 

which rendered that courage invincible~ 
IIe affected, indeed, to despise the virtu
ous moderation of his friend, and ridiculed 

it with some of his looser comrades as 

an abject pusillanimity~ but he felt him

.:elf hu111bled wherever he was in his com--
n 5 
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pany as before a superior being, and 
therefore gradually estranged himself 
from his society. 

Sophron, on the contrary, entertained 
the sincerest regard for his friend, but he 
knew his defects, and trembled for the 
consequences which the Yiolence and am
bition of his character might one day 
produce. "\Vhenever Tigranes abandoned 
his flocks, or left his rustic tasks undone, 
Sopbron had the goodness to supply 
,vhatever he had omitted. Such was the 
vigour of his constitution, that he was 
indefatigable in every labour; nor did be 
ever exert his force more ,villingly than 
ju perfon11ing these voluntary duties to 
his absent friend. ,Yhene\·cr he met 
with Titrranes, he accosted him in the ;::I 

gentlest manner, and endeavoured to win 
him back to his former habits and man
ners. IIc represented to him the injury 
he did his parents, and the disquietude 
he occasioned in their minds, by thus 
abandoning the duties of his profe~siou. 
He sometimes, but with the greatest 
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mildness, hinted at the coldness ,vith 

which TioTanes treated him; and re1nind-o 
eel his friend of the pleasing intercourse 

of their childhood. But all his remon

strances were vain; Tigranes heard 
him at first with coolness, then with im

patience or contempt, and, at last, avoid

ed hi1n alto~;ether. 

· Sophron had a lamb which he had for

merly saved from the clevouringjaws of 

a wolf: who had already bitten his in 

several places, and destroyed him darn. 

The tenderness with which this benc,·o

len t young man had nursed and fed hi111 

during his infancy had so attached him to 

hi; 1naster, th::-i .. t be seemed to prefer his so

ciety to that of his own species. \Vher

e,·cr Sophron went, the faithful lamb ac

companied him l1h.c his dogs, lay do,vn 
beside him when he reposed, and followed 

close behind when he drove the re:,t of 

the flock to pasture. Sopbron was equally 

attached to hisdurnb companion; he ofte11 
diverted hin1self with his innocent gam

bols, fed him \Vith the choisest herbs out 
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of his hands, and when he slept at night, 
the lamb was sure to repose beside him. 

It happened about this time, that Ti
granes, as he was one day exploring the 
,voods, disco,·crecl the den of a she-wolf: 
in which she had left her young oncs
·while she went to search for prey. 13y 
a caprice t1rnt was natural to his temper, 
he chose out the largest of the whelps, 
carried it home to his house, and brought 
it up as if it bad been an useful or harm
less animal. ,rhile it was yet but young, 
it was incapable of doing mischief; but, 
as it increased in age and strength, it be
gan to shew signs of a bloody and un
tameable disposition, and made all Jhc 
neighbouring shepherds tremble for the 
safety of their flocks. But as the cou
l'age and fierceness of Tigranes bad now 
rendered him formidable to all his asso
ciates, and the ,·iolence of his temper. 
1nade him irn patient of all opposition, 
they did not speak to him upon the sub
ject; aud as to his own parents, he had 
long learned to treat them with indiffer-

.. 
f 

s 



SA~DFORD AND MERTON. 37' 

ence or conten1pt. Sophron alone, ,vho 

was not to be awed by fear, observing the 

just apprehensions of the neighbourhood, 

undertook the task of expostulating w1th 
his friend, a~1d endeavourecl to prevail 
upon him to part with a beast so justly 

µdious, and ,~hich might in the end prove 

fatal when ever his natural rage sboukl 
break out into open acts of slaughter. Ti

granes heard him with a sneer of derision, 

and only an5wered, that, if a parcel of 

rni~erable rustics di vertecl thernsc l ves· 
with keeping sheep, he, who had a more 
ele,·atcd soul, 111ight surely entertain a 

nobler animal, for his diversion. But,. 
should that nobler animal prove n pub
lic n1ischief, coolly replied Soplnon, you 

1nust expect that he will be treated as a. 

public enemy. ,voe be to the man, an

swered Tigranes, brandishing his javelin: 

and sternly frowning, that shall dare to 

n1edc1le with any thing that belongs to 

n1c ! Saying this, he turned bis back upon. 
Sophron, ancl left bim with cl isdain. 

It was not long before the very cvenb 
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took place which had been so Jong fore
seen. The wolf of Tigranes, either jrn,_ 

pellecl by the acciclen tal taste of blood, 
or by the natural fierceness of his own 
temper, fell one day upun the slirep with 
such nn unexpected degree of fury, that 
he slaughtered thirty of them before it 
,vas possible to prevent him. Sophron 
happened at that time to be within vie\\'; 
he ran with ama.zin~r swji-'tness to the ., 

place, an<l found the sa,·agc bathed in 
blood, tearing the carcase of a lamb which 
he had just skin. At the approach of the 
dari n <)• You th the ,rolf bco·an to u.t re r a :-, " b 

dismal cry, and quitting his prey, seemed 
to prepare himself for a slaugbter of ano
ther kind. Sophron \\'as entirely ·un
armed, an<l the size and fury of the beast 
,vhicl1 rushed fonrard to attack him 
might well ha,·e excused him had he de
clined the combat. But he, consulting 
only his nati,·e courage, wrapped his. 
sheplierc.l's cloak around bis left arm to 
resist the first onset of his e1;emy, and, 
with a determined look and ujmble pact>; 
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advanced tolvards his threatening ad ver
.,~ry. In an instant the wolf sprang upon 
him, with an horrid yell; but Sophron 
nimbly eluded his attack, and, sud<lenly 
throwing his vigorous arms about the 
body of his adversary, co1npelled him to 

• 
struggle for his own safety. It ,vas then 
that he uttered cries more dreadful than 
before; and as he writhed about in all 
the agitations of pain and 111adness, he 
gnashed his terrible teeth with impotent 
attempts to bite; while the blood and 
foan1 which issued from his jaws rendered 
his figure still n1ore horrible than before. 
But Sophron, with undaunted courage, 
still n1aintained his hol<l, and, grasping 
him with irresistible ~trength, prevented 
him from w~ing either his teeth or claws 
in his own defence. It was not long be
fore the struggles and violence of the wolf 
grew perceptiLly weaker fron1 fatigue, 
and he seemed to wish to decline a far
ther combat with so formidable a foe, 
could he have found means to escape. 
Sophron then co11<"cted all his strength, 
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and, seizing his fainting ach·ersary by tlie· 
neck and throat, grasped hun still tight-· 
er in his terrible 1rnncls, till the beast, in
capable either of di sengaging himself or 
breathing,.yielcled up the coutest cincl bis 
life together. It was almost in th is monient 
that Tigrancs passed that ,n1y, and unex-
pectedly was \\'itness to the triu mplJs of 
Sophrot1, and the miserable end of his fa
vourite. Inflamed with pride and inclig
na tion, he uttered dread fu I i rn precations 
against liis friend, \\'LlO, in vain, attempted 
to explain the transaction; and, ru.:ihing. 
upon hi111 ,rith all the madness of in,·e
terate hate, aimed a javelin at hi s- bosom. 
Sophron was calm as he was brave; be 
saw the necessity of defending his own 
life against the attacks of a perfidious 
f riend; andr with a nim hlc spring, at once 
eluded tbe "·eapon and closed with hi s
antagoni st. The combat was then more 
equ:il, for each \\~as reduced to. depend 
upon his own strength and activity. Th@y 
struggled for some time with all the· 
efforts which <lisappoin ted rage could in-
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i:;pire on the one side, and a virtuous in

dignation on the other. At length the 

fortu.nt?, or rather the force and coolness• 

of Sophron, prevailed over the blind im

petuous fury of Tigranes; he at once 
exerted his- whole remaining strength 

with such success, that he hurled his ad

versary to the ground, where he lay bleed

ing, vanquished, and enable to rise. 

Thou scarcely, saidSophron, deservest thy 
l.ife from my hands, who couldst so wan

tonly and unjlustly attempt to depri,·e n1e 

of mine; however, I will rather ren1e1n

ber thy P.arly merits than thy recent in
juries. No, replied the raging Tigranes, 
load n1e not with thy odious benefits, ·but 
rather rid me of a life which I abhor, 
since thou bast robbed n1e of my honour. 
I will ne,·er hurt thee, replied Sophron, 

but in 1ny own just defence; live to n1akc 

a better use of life, and to have juster 
jdeas of honour. Saying this, he assisted 
I'igranes to rise, but finding his temper 

full of implacable resentment, he turned 
another way, and left hi111 to go home 
alone. 
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It was not long after this event, that 
a company of soldiers marched across the 
·plains where Sophron was feeding hi5 
flocks, and halted to refresh themselves 
under the shade of some spr~ading trees. 
The officer ,vho commanded then1 was 
struck ,vith the co111ely figure and expres
sive countenance of Sophron. 1-le callect 
the young man to him, and endeavoured 
to enflarne hin1 with a 1nilitary ardour, 
by setting before him the glory which 
1night be acquired by arms, and ridicul-
ing the obscurity of a country life. \Vhen 

. he thought he had sufficiently excited 
his admiration, he proposed to him that 
he should enrol himself in his company, 
and pron1ised ~him every encouragement 
,vhich he thought 111ost likely to engage 
the passions of a young man. Sophron 
thanked hin1 with humilitv for his offers. 

~ . 
but told him, that he had an aged father, 
who was now become incapable of main
taining hirnseif; and therefore that be 
could accept of no offers, however advan
tageous they might appear, which would 
interfere with the discharge of this duty. 
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The officer replied, and ridiculed the scru

ples of the young man; but finding hin1 

inflexible in his resolution, he at last 

turned from hi1n with an air of con

tempt, and called his n1en to follovr him, 

1nuttering as he went reflections upon the 

stupidity and cowardice of Sopbron. The 

party had not proceerled far, before, by 

ill fortune, they can1e to the place where 

11is favourite lamb was feeding; and as 

he had not yet learned to dread the cru

elty of the hun1an species, he advanced 

towards the1n with all the confidence of 

unsusp1c10us innocence. This is a lucky 

accident, cried one of the soldiers, with 

a brutal satisfaction; fortune was not 

willing that ,ve should go without a sup

per, and has therefore sent us a present. 

A happy exchange, answered a second; a 
fat sheep instead of a lubberly shepherd; 

and the coward will no doubt think hi1n

self happy to sleep in a whole skin at so 

small an ex pence. Saying this, he took 

the lamb, and bore it away in triun1ph ; 

uttering· a thousand threats and execra 
Li 
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tions against the master, if he should 
dare to reclaim it. Sophron was not so 
far removed as to escape the sight of the 
indignity which was offered him. He 
followed the troop with so much swift
ness, that it was not long before he over
took the soldier who was bearing away 
his friend, and, from his load, 1narched 
rather behind the rest. ,vhen Sophron 
approached him, he accosted him in the 
gentlest manner, and besought him, ju 
,vords that might have touched any one 
but a savage, to restore his favourite. He 
e,·en offered, when he found nothing else 
,vould avail, to purchase back his own 
property with something of greater value. 
But the barbarous soldier inured to scenes 
of misery, and little accustomed to yield 
to hun1an entreaties, only laughed at his 
complaints, and loaded him with addi- .... 
tional insults. At Ieng th he began to Le 
tired with his importunities, and, draw
ing his sword, and "·a,·ing it Lefore the 
eyes of Sophron, threatened that, if he 
did not depart immediately, he woulcl 
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t1se hi1n as he in tended to do the lamb. 
A ncl do you think, answered Sophron, 

that, while I have an arn1 to lift, or a drop 

of blood in my veins, I will suffer you, 

or any rnan1 to rob 111e of what I value 

n1ore than life? The soldier exasperated 

at such an insolent reply, as he termed it, 
aimed a blow at Sophron with .his sword, 

which he turned aside with a stick he 

held in his hand, so that it glanced in

offensively down; and before be could re

cover the use of his weapon, ·sophron, who 

was infinitely stronger, closed in with him, 

,vrestecl it out of his hands, and hurled 

him roughly to the ground. Some of the 

comrades of the vanquished soldier came 

in an instant to his assistance, and, with

out inquiring into the merits of the cause, 

drew their swords, and began to assail 

the undaunted young man. But he, bran

dishing the weapon which he had just seiz

e<l, appeared ready to defend himself ,vi th 

so much ~trength and courage, that they 

did not choose to come too near. ,rhile 
-they were thus engaged, the officer, who 



' ',, 

46 THE HISTORY OF 

had turned back at the first noise of tlw 
affray, approached, and, ordering his · 
men to desist, inquired into the occasion 
of the contest. Sophron then recounted, 
,vith so n1uch n1odcsty and respect, the 
indignities and insults he had received, 
and the unprovoked attack of the soldier, 
,vhich had obliged hin1 to defend his own 
life, that the officer, who had a real re
spect for courage, ,vas charmed with the 
behaviour of the young man. He there
fore reproved his 111en for their disorderly 
manners, praised the intrepidity of So
phron, and ordered his lamb to be restor
ed to him, with which he joyfully de
parted. 

Sophron was scarcely out of sight, when 
Tigranes, who was then by accident re
turning from the cbase, n1et the same 
party upon their march. Their military 
attire and glittering arms instantly struck 
his mind with admiration. He stopped 
to gaze upon them as they passed; and 
the officer, who remarked the martial air 
and ,vell proportioned li111bs of Tigranes, 
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entered into conversation with him, and 

1nade him the same proposals ,vhich he 

had before done to Sophron. Such in

centives were irresistible to a vain and 

a1nbitious mind: the young man in an in

stant forgot his friends, his country, and 

his parel1ts, and n1arched away with all 

the pleasure that strong presumption and 

aspiring hopes could raise. Nor was it 
long before he had an opportunity of sig

nalizing his intrepidity. Asia was at that 

time overrun by numerous bands of sa

vage warriors under different and inde

pendent chiefs. That country, which 

has in every age been celebrated for the 

111ilclness of the clin1ate and the fertility 

of the soil, seems to be destined to groan 

under all the horrors of eternal servitude. 

"\Vbether these effects are n1erely pro

duced by fortune, or whether the natural 

advantages it enjoys have a necessary 

tendency to soften the minds of the in

habitants to sloth and effe1nir1acy, it is 

certain that the people of Asia have in 

general been the unresisting prey of every 
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.invader. At this time several fierce and 
barbarous nations had broken in upon its 
territory; and, after covering its fertile 
p1ain·s with carnage and desolation, were 
contending with each other for the su
periority. 

Under the most enterprising of these ri
val chiefs was Tigranes now enrolled, and 
in the very first engagement at which he 
,va-s present, he gave such uncommon 
proofs of va:lour, that he was distinguished 
by the general with marks of particular 
regard, and became the ad1nira6on of all 
his con1rades. Under the banners of this 
adventurous ·warnor did TioTanes toil 0 

,vith various fortunes, during the space 
of 111any years: son1etimes victorious in 
the fight, son1eti111es baffled; at one time 
crowned with conquest and glory, at ano
ther beset with clangers, covered with 
,vounds, and hunted like a wild beast 
through rocks and forests. Yet still the 
nati,,e courage of h~s temper sustained his 
spirits and kept him firm in the profession 
:which he had chosen, At length, in a de-

r, 
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cisive battle, in which the chirftain under 
,vho1n Tigranes had enlisted conten.ded
with the most powerful of his ri,·als, he 
ha<l the honour of retrieving the victory, 
,vhen his own party seemed totally rout
ed; and, after having penetrated the 
thickest squadrons of the enemy, to kill 
their general with his own hand. Fron1 
this moment he seemed to be in possessio11 
of ali that his ambition could desire. He 
was appointed g·eneral of all the troops, 
under the chief himseH~ whose repeated 
Yictories had rendered him ecl'm1 in puwcr 
to the 1nost celebrated 1nonarc~1s. !\ ')r 
did his fi,rtune stop even here; tor af ier 
a number of successive battl~s, in wh:d1 
his party \Vere generally victorious hy h;s 
experience and intrepidity, he was, tq.1 1 ·1 

the unexpected death of the clnt't: Ui: ~L

nimously chosen by the whole uation to 
succeed him. 

In the 1nean time Sophron, fr 0 e fr,rn 
envy, avarice, or ambi ti 1)11, pnr:,tha1 t ne 
natural impulse of bi-, duracle 1, and l'l ) ll

tented himself with a life of \·ir1.uvu~ uln 
VOL. III. C 
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scurity. I-Ie passed his time in rural la

bours, in watching his flocks, and in at

tending with all the duty of an affection

ate child upon his aged parents. Every 

n1orning he rose ,vith the sun, and spread

ing his innocent arn1s to Heaven, thanked 
\ 

that Being which has created all nature, 

for the continuance of life and health, and 

.all the blessings he enjoyed~ flis piety 

and vi1'.tue were rewarded with every 

thing which a temperateand rational mind 

can ask. All his rural labours succeeded 

in the an1plest manner; his flocks were 

the fairest, the most healthy and numer

ous of the district; he was loved and es

teemed by the youth of the ne1ghbour

hood, and equally respected by the aged, 

·who pointed hi1n out as tlie example of 

every virtue to their families. But what 

,vas more dear than all the rest to such a 

1nind as Sophron's, was to see himself 

the joy, the comfort, and support of his 

parents, who frequently embraced him 

with tears, and supplicated the Deity to 

reward such duty and affection with all 

lli• choicest blessings. -
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Nor was his l1umanity confined to his 
DWn species; the innocent inhabitants of 
the forest were safe fro1n the pursuit of 
Sophron, and all that lived under his pro
tection were sure to 1neet with distin
guished tenderness. It is enough, said 
Sophron, that the innocent sheep supplies 
1ne with his fleece, to form 1ny winter 
garments, and defend 1ne fron1 the cold; 
I will not bereave hin1 of his little life, 
nor stop his harmless gambols on the 
green, to gratify a guilty sensuality. It 
is surely enough that the stately heifer 
affords me copious strean1s of pure and 
,vholesome food; I will not ann my hand 
against her innocent existence; I will not 
po1lute 111yself with her blood, nor tear 
her wa1:m and panting flesh with a cruelty 
that we abhor even in saYagc beasts .. 
1\lore wholesome, n1ore adµpted to hn-
1nan ,life are the spontaneous.fruits which 
liberal nature produces for the sustenance 
ofn1an, or which the earth affords to re
compense his labours. 

I-Iere ~he interest and concern which 

r 
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11earest flocks and herds. Not on1y s1H:ep 
an<l oxen ,vere slaughtered in these dread

ful an<l unexpected attacks, but even the 
shepherds themselves were frequently the 

victims of their rage. If there was time 

to assemble for the1r defence, the boldest 

of the you th wou1cl frequent1J seize their 

arms, and give battle to the irn·adcrs. In 

this warfare, which was equally just anc.l 
honourable; Sophrpn was always fore

n1ost; his unequalled strength and co11-

t:ige made all the youth adopt him as thei1 

leader, and· march with confidence un<le1 
his command. And so successful were 

his expeditions, that he always returned 

loaded with the skins of vanquished ene
n1ies, and by his vigilance and intrepidity, 

at length either killed or dro,·e away most 

of the beasts fro111 whom any danger was 

to be feared. 
It happened one day that Sophron had 

been following the cha5c of a wolf which 

'had made some depredations upon the 

flocks, and, in the ardour of his pursuit, 

,vas separated from all his companions. 
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J!Je ,vas too well acquainted with the 

roughest parts of the neighbouring n1oun

tains, anrl too indifferent to danger, to be 

disturbed at this circumstance; he there

fore followed his flying foe ,vith so 111uch 

impetuosity, that he completely lost every 

trat.:k and 111ark ,vith which he was ac

quainted. As it is difficult, in a wild and 

uncultivated district, to find the path 

again when once it is lost, Sophron only 

·wandered farther fron1 his home the more 

he endeavoured to return. He found 

himself bewildered and entangled in a 

dreary wil<lern'--ss7 w heTe he was- every fr!.. ... · 
stant stopped by torrents that tumbled 

fr0111 the neighbouring cliffs, or in cbn

ger of slipping down precipices of an in1-

1nense height. He was alone, in the 

n1idst of a gloomy forest, where human 

industry hacl never penetrated, nor the 

,voodman's axe been heard, since the mo-

1nen t of its creation; to add to his dis

tress, the setting sun disappeared in the 

,vest, and the shades of night gathered 

gradually round, accompanied with the 



I I 
, . I 

56 THE H15'r0RY OF 

'roar of savage beasts. S~phron found him.; 

self beset with terrors, but his soul was 
jncapable of fear; he poized his javelin 
jn his hand, and forced bis way through 
every opposition, till at length, with in.: 
finite difficulty, he disengaged himself 
fron1 the forest, just as the last gli1n
rner of light was yet Yisiblc in the skies. 
But it was in vain that be had thus escap
ed; he cast his eyes around, but could 
discern nothing but an immense tract of 
country, rough with rocks and overhung 
with forests, but destitute of every mark 
of cultivation or inhabitants. He ho\v
ever pursued his way along the side of 
the 111ountain till he descended into a plea
sant valley, free from trees and watere<l 
by a winding stream. Here he was going 
to re1Jnse for the remainder of the night, 
under the crag of an impending rock, 
when a rising gleam of light darted sud
denly in to the skies for a considerable dis
tance, and attracted his curiosity. So
phron looked to,,,ards the quarter whence 

jt came, and plainly discerned that it was 

,,, 
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a fire, kindled either by some benighted 

traveller like hiinself, or by some less 

innocent ,vanderers of the dark. He de

termined to approach the light, but know ... 

ing the unsettled state of all theneigbhour-

ing districts, he thought it prudent to ad

vance with caution. He therefore made 

a considerable circuit, and by clambering 

along the higher grounds,. discovered an 

hau ging wood, under whose thick covert 

he approached without. being discovered, 

within a little distance of the fire. He 

then perceived that a, party of soldier~ 

,vere reposing round a .. flaming pile of 

wood, and carousing at their ease; all 

about v;as strewn the plunder ·which 

they had accumulated in their march, and 

in the midst was seated a venerable old 

man, accompanied by a beautiful youug

woman. Sophron easily comprehended 

by the drjection of their countenances, and 

.the tears which trickled down the 1nai

den's chreks, as well as by the insolence 

·1.Vith which they vlere treated t1wt thev 
., ' .I 
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,vere prisoners. The virtuous indigna
of his temper was instantly excited, an<l 
he determined to atten1pt their deliver
ance. But this, ju spite of all his intre- . 
pidity, he perceived was 110 easy matter 
to accomplish. He was alone and ·weakly 
anned; his enemies, though not 11un1erous, 

too many for him to flatter himself with 
any rational hope of success by open force; 
and should he make a fruitless effort, he 
Jnight rashly throw his life away, and 
only aggravate the distresses he sought to 
cure. "\Vith this consideration he re
strained his natural impetuosity, and, at 
length, determined to attempt by strata
gem, what he thought could scarcely be 
performed by force. Ile therefore silently 
,v1thdrew, and skirted the side of the 

· ,vooc.1 which had concealed him, carefully 
remarking every c:rcurnstance of the way, 
till he had asc~nded a mountain, which 
im1nediate1y fronted tbe camp of the sol
diers, at no considerable distance. He 

11appened to have by his side a kind of 
battle-axe which they use in the chase of ., 
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bears; with this he applie<l hi1nself to 

lopping the brances of trees, collecting, 

at the sa1ne time, all the fallen ones he· 

could find, till, in a ,short time, he had 

reared several piles of wood upon the 1nost· 

conspicuous part of the tnountain, and 

full in the view of the soldiers. 1-Ie then . 

. easily kindled a blaze by rubbing two de

cayed branches together, and in an in

stant all the piles were blazing with so • 

many streams of ljgbt, that the neighbour

ing hills and forests were illun1inated with 

the gleam. Sophron knew the nature of 

man, always prone to sudden impressions 

of fear and terror, more particularly an1id 
the obscurity of the night, and promisecl 

himself the amplest success, from his stra

tagen1. In the 111ean time he hast

ened back with all the speed he could use, 

till he· reached the yery wood where he 

11ad lurked before; he then raised his 

voise, which \Vas naturally loud and clear, 

and shouted se\·eral times successively 

,vith a11 his exertion. An hundred echoes 

fron1 the neighbouring cliffs. and cavern~ 

returned the sound, with a re\·erberltion 
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that made it appear like the noise of a 
111ighty.,.squadron. The soldiers who had 
been alarmed by the sudden blaze of so 
many fires, which they attributed to a 
numerous band of troops, were now im
pressed with such a panic, that they fled in 
confusion. They imagined themselves 
surrounded by their enemies, ,vho ,vere 
bursting in on every side, and fled with iO 

1nuch precipitation, that they were dis
persed in at1 instant, and left the prisoners 
to themselves. Sophron, who saw fron1 
:a s1nall distance all their n1otions, did not 
wait for then1 to be undeceived, but run
ning to the spot they had abandoned, ex
plained in a few lVords to the trembling 
and amazed capti\·es the nature of his 
stratagem, and exhorted them to fly with 
all the swiftness they were able to exert. 
Few en treaties were necessary to prevail 
upon them to comply; they therefore arose 
and followed Sophron, who led them aeon• 
siderable way up into the mountains, and 
when he tbought them out of the imme
diate danger of pursuit, they sheltered 
themselves in a rocky cavern, and deter-
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mined there to wait for the light of the · 
. 

n1ornmg. 
""\Vhen they were thus in a place of 

safety, the venerable old n1an seized the 

hand of Sophron, and, bedewing it with 

his tears, gave way to the strong emotions 

of gratitude whichoverwhelme<l his mind. 

Generous youth, said he, I know not by 
what extraordinary fortune you have thu£ 

been able to effect our deliverance, when 

we imagined ourselves out of the reach 

of human succour; but, if the uniform 

gratitude and affection of two human be

ings, who perhaps are 11ot entirely unwor

thy your regard~ can be any recom pence 

for such a distinguished act of virtue, you 

may comn:iand our lives, and employ 

them in your service. 

Father, answered Sophron, you infi

nitely over-rate the merits of the service 

which chance has enabled me to perform. 

I am but little acquainted with my fellow

creatures, as having always inhabited 

t hese mountains; but I cannot concei,1 e 

that any other nrnn who had been witness 
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to your distress ,vould have refused to 
attempt your rescue: and, as to all the 
rest, the obscurity of the night, and pe
culiarity of the situation, rendered it a 
work of little difficulty or danger. So
phron then recounted to his new friends 
the accident ,vhich had brought him to 
tha_t unfrequented spot, and made hin1 an 
unperceived witness of their captivity; 
he also explained the nature of the stra
tagem, by which, alone and unsupported, 
he had been enabled to disperse their enc
n1ies. He added, that if be appeared to 
have any little merit in their eyes, he 
should be amply recompenced by being 
admitted to their friendship and confi
<lence. '\Vith these n1utual professions of 
esteen1 they thought it prudent to termi-
11ate a conversation, which, however 
agreeable, was not entirely free from dan
ger, as some of their late oppressors might 
ha.ppen to distinguish their Yo.ices, and, 
thus directed to their lurking-place, exact 
a severe revenge for the terrors they had 
undergone. 
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,vith the first ray of morning the three 

companions arose, and Sophron, leading 

then1 along the skirts of the 1nountains, 

,vhere bushes and brush-,vood concealed 

, them fron1 observation, and still follo\V

ing the ,vindings of the river as a guide, 

they at length came to a cultivated spot, 

though deserted by its inh~bitants, fro1n 
the fear of the party they had just escap

ed. :Here they 1nade a slight and hardy 

repast upon some coarse provisions which 

they found, and instantly struck again 
' 

into the woods, which they judged safer 

than the plain. But Sophron fortunately 

recollected that he had formerly visited 

this vi11age with his father, ,vbi1c yet a 

ch;ld, and before the country had suffered 

the rage of barbarous in Yasions. It was 

a long day's 1narch from home, but by 

C\:erting all their force, tbey at length 

arrived, through rough and secret patbs, 

at the hospitable cottage where Sophron 

and his parents dwelt. llere they ,vere 

joyfully received, as the long absence of 
the young man had 111uch alarn1ed his pa-
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rents, and n1ade all the hamlet anxious 
concerning bis safety. That night they 
comfortably reposed in a place of safety, 
and the next n1orning, after a plentiful 
but coarse repast, the father of Sophrun 
again congratulated his guests upon their 
fortunate escape, and entreated them to 
let him hear the history of their n1isfor
tunes. 

I can refuse nothing, said the venerable 
stranger, to persons to whom I am under 
Bitch extraordinary obligations, although 
the history of my life is short and simple, 
and contains little worthy to be recited. 
Iv!y name is Chares, and I was born in one 
of the maritime cities of Asia, of opulent 
parents, who died while I was yet a youth. 

· The loss of my parents, to \\ horn I was 
most affectionately attached, n1ade so 
~trong an impression upon my miud, that I 
determined to seek relief in travel,an<l, for 
that purpose, sold my paternal est,1te, the 
price of which I converted into money 
and je,ve1s, as bcjng most portable. l\1y 
father had be.en a man distinguished fo.' 
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• his knowledge and abilities, and from hirn 

I imbibed an early desire of improvement, 

which has al ways been my greatest com

fort and support. The first place, th~re

fore, which I visited was Egypt, a coun

try renowned in every age for its in ven-

tion of all the arts which contribute to 

support or adorn human life. There I re-

sided several years, giving up n1y time to 

the study of philosophy, and to the con

Yersation of the ma11y eminent men who 

resorted thither from all the regions of 

the world. This country is one immense 

plain, divided by the Nile, which is one 

of the noblest rivers in the world, and 

pours its tide along the 111iddle of its ter

ritory. Every year, at a particu1ar sea

son, the strea111 begins gradually to S\Vell, 

with such an increase of waters, that at 

length it rises over its banks, and the 

,vhole e :tent of Egypt becomes an im-

n1ense lake, where buildings, temples, and 

cities, appear as floating upon the inun-

dation. Nor is this event a subject of 

rlreacl to the inhabitants; on the contrary 
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J1e o,·erflowing of their river is a day of 
public rejoicing to all the natives, which 
they celebrate with songs and dances, and 
every symptom of extravagant joy. Nor 
is this to be wondered at, when you 
are infornv0 d, that this inundation renders 
the soil it covers the most iabundant in 
the world. \\'hatever land is covered by 
the waters receives such an increase of 
fertility as ne,·cr to disappoint the hopes 
of the ind ustrions husbandman. The in
stant the waters have retired, the ·farmer 
returns to his fields, and begins the ope
rations of agriculture, 'Ihese labours are 
11ot , ery difticult in a soft an<l yielding 
slime, such as the river leaves behind it. 
The seeds are sown, and vegetate with in
concei\·able rapidity, and in a few weeks, 

' an abundant han·est of e,·ery kind of 
grain covers the land. For this rea"on, all 
tbe nectssaries of life are easily procured 
by the innumerable n1u1titudes ,vhich in
habit the country. Nor is the climate 
less favourable than the soil, for here an 
eternal 5pring and summer s<:em to have 
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iixed their abode. N 0 frost, or sno·w, is 

e\Ter kno,vn to chill the atmosphere, which 

is always perfumed with the smell of aro

n1atic plants that grow on every side, and 

bring on a pleasing forgetfulness of hu-

111an care. But, alas! these blessings, 

great as th~y may appear, produce the 

effect of curses upon the inhabitants. 

The ease and plenty which they enjoy 

enen·ate their n1anners, and destroy all 

vigour both of body and mind. No one 

js here inflamed with the sacred love of 

his country, or of public liberty; no one 

js inured to arms, or taught to prefer his 

honour to his life. The great business of 

existence is an inglorious indolence, a le-

thargy of mind, and a continual suspense 

from all exertion. The Yery children 

catch the contagion from their parents; 

they arc instrnctecl in every effeminate 

art: to dance in soft, unmanly attitudes, 

to n1odulate their voice bv musical instru-
,; 

n1ents, and to adjust the floating drapery 

of their dress; these are the arts in which 

both sexes are instructed from their in• 
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fancy. But no one is taught to wield 
tl:ie arms of men, to tan1e the nob]e steeds 
in which the couutry abounds, to ob
servt his rank in war, or to bear the in
dispensable hardships of a rniii tary life. 
I Ience this celebrated country, which has 
been in every age the admiration of man
kind, is destined to ·the most degrading 
sen·itu<le. A few thousand disciplined 
troops are sufficient to. hold the n1any 
n1illions it contains in bondage, under 
which they groan, without e,·er conceiv
ing the design of Yindicating their natu
ral rights by arms.-Uuhappy people! ex
claimed Sophron, how useless to them are 
all the blessings of their climate! How 
nrnch rather would I inhabit the stormy 
top of Lebanon, amid eternal snows and 
barrenness, than wallow in the vile sen
suality of such a country, or breathe an 
air infected by its vices! 

Chares was charmed with the gener<?us 
indignation of Sophron, and thus conti ... 
nue<l :-I was of the same opinion with 
yourself, and therefore deten11ined to .. 

I 
h 
ll 



SANDFORD AND l\{ERTOli. 69 

leave a country which all its natural ad

vantages could not render agreeable, when 
I understood the n1anners of its inhabi

tants. But, before I quitted that part of 

the globe, my curiosity led me to visit 

the neighbouring tribes of Arabia, a na

tion bor<lering upon the Egyptians, but 

as different in spirits and manners as the 

hardy shepherds of these n1ountains fro1n 
the effeminate natives of the plains. 

Egypt is bounded on one sicle by the sea; 

on every other it is surrounded by im-

1nense plains or gentle en1inences, which 

being beyond the reach of the fertilizing 

inundations of the Nile, have been, beyond 

aH n1emory, converted into waste and 

barren sands by the excessive heat of tl1e 

sun. I therefore made preparations for 

my journey, and hired a gui<le, who was 

to fLlrnish me with beasts of burden, and 

accompany 111e across those dreary de

serts. We accordingly began our march 

n1ounted each upon a camel, which are 

found much more Mseful than horses in 

• ~uch a burning dimate. 
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Indeed, said Tommy here to l\Ir. Bar
low, I am sorry to interrupt the story, but 
I shall be 1nuch obliged to you, sir, if you 
,vill inform me what kind of an animal a 
camel is. 

The camel, answered l\Ir. Barlow, is 
chiefly found in those burning climates 
,vhich you have heard described. His 
height is very.great, rising to fourteen or 
fifte@n feet, reckoning· to the top of his 
head. His legs are long and slender, his 
body not large, and his neck of an amaz
ing length. This animal is found in no 
part of the world that we are acquainted 
,vith, wild or free, but the ,vhole race is 
enslaved by man, and brought up to drud
gery, fron1 the first n1oment of their ~x
istence~ As soon as he is born, they 
seize him, and force him to rec1ine upon 
the ground, with , his legs doubled up 
under his belly. To keep him in tl1is at
titude they extend a piece of canY~s over 
his body, and fix it to the ground hy lay
ing heavy weights upon the edge . . Jn 
this manner he is tutored to obedience, 
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m1d taught to kneel down at the orders of 

his n1aster, and receive the burdens which 

he i':i destined to transport. In his tem

per he is gentle and tr;;ictable, and his pa

tience in bearing thirst and hunger is supe

rior to that of any animal we are acquaint

ed with. lie is driven across the burning 

deserts loaded with the merchandise of 

those countries, and frequently does not 

find water to quench his thirst for seve

ral days. As to his food, it is nothing but 

the few herbs which are found in the least 

barren parts of the deserts, and prickly 

bushes, upon which he browzes as a deli

cacy: sometimes he does not find even 

these for many days, yet pursues his jour

ney with a degree of patience which is 

hardly credible. 

·We mounted our can1els, continued 

Ch ares, ·and soon had reached the confines 

of the fertile plains of Egypt. The way, 
as we proceeded, grew sensibly more 

dreary and disagreeable, yet ,vas some

times varied with little tufts of trees and 

_scanty patches of herbage. But these at 
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length entirely disappeared, and nothing 
,vas seen on every side but an immense 
extent of barren sands, destitute of vege
tation, and parched by the continual heat 
of the sun. No sound was heard :to in
terrupt the dreary silence that reigned 
around, no traces of inhabitants perceiva
ble, ·and· the gloomy uniformity of the 
prospect inspired the soul with melan
choly. In the mean time, the sun seemed 
to shoot down perpendicular rays upon 
our heads, ,vithout a,cloud to 111itigate his 
violence. I felt a burning fever take 
possession of n1y body; my tongue was 
scorched ,vith intolerable heat, and it was 
in vain I endeavoured to moisten n1y mouth 
,vith repeated draughts of water. At 
night ,ve came to a little rising ground, 
at the foot of which we perceived some 
aquatic herbs and a small quantity of 
1nnddy water, of which our camels 
took prodigious draughts. Ilerc ,ve 
~prcad our tents, and encamped for the 
night. vVith the morning we pursued our 
journey, but had not p,roceeded far befort 
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--ve saw a cloud of dust that seemed to rise 

along the desert; and, as ,ve approachecl 

nearer, we easily distingui".,hed the glitter 

of arms that reflected the rising sun. 

This was a band of the Arabians that had 

discovered us, and came to know our in

tc11tions. As they advanced, they spurred 

their horses, which are the most fleet and 

excellent in the \vorld, an<l bounded along 

the desert with the lightness of an ante

lope; at the same time they br£1ndished 

their 1ances, and seemed prepared alike 

for war or peace. But when they saw 

that we had neither the intention nor 

the povrer to commit hostilities, they 

~topped their coursers at the distance of 

a few paces fro111 us; and he, that appear

c<l the ehicf, advanced, and, with a finn 

but n1ild tone of Yoice, inquired into the 

reason of our coming. It was then that I 

took the liberty of addressi~g hirn in his 

own language, to which I had for some 

time applied 1nyse1f before n1y journey. 

I explained to hi1n the curiosity which 

kd 1ne to obserye in person the mann('rs -D 



T'I-IE HISIORY op· . 

of a'people ·who are celeb1.ateJ o,·er, the 
,vhole world, for haviug preserved their 

native simplicity unaltered and their li-

berty unviolatecl, amid the revolutions 

,vhich agitate all the neighho"t11 ing na

tions. I then offered to him the loading 

of my came1, which I had brought, not 

as being "·orthy his acceptance, but as a 

slight test1mony of my regard; and con

cluded with remarking, that the fidelity 

of the Arabians in obsen· ing their cngage-

1nents was unimpeached in a single in-

5tance; and therefore, relying upon- tbe 
' 

i 1tegrityofmyown intentions, I haclcome 

a painful journey, unarmed, and almost 

alone, to put myself into their powe-r, ancl 

dcrn:.iud the sacred rights of hospitality. 

,vhile I was thus speaking, he looked 

at n1c with a· penetration that sceined to 

Teacl into my very soul; uncl when I -had 

finished, lie extended his arm with a sn1ile 

of benevolence, and welcomed me to tbeir 

tribe; telling me at the same time, that 

they a<lmitted inc as their guest, and re

. tivcd 111e with the arms of fricncbhip; 
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that their method of life, like their n1an-

1ners, was coarse and simple, but that I 

111ight consider 111yself as safer in their 

tents, and n1ore removed fro1n violence or 

treachery, than in the crowded cities · 

which I ·had 1left. The rest of the squa

·dron then approached, and :ill salute<l _n1c 

as a friend and brother. ,ve then struck 

off across the desert, and after a fe,v hours 

n1arch approached the encampn1ent,vhere 

they had left their wives and children ... 

This people is the most singular, and in 
1nany respects the rnost admirable of all 

that inhahit this globe of earth. AH other 

11ations are subject to revolutions and the 

\'arious turns of fortune. Sometimes they 

·•wage successful waPs; son1ctimcs they in1-

"Jr0ve in the arts of peace; now they are 

.great and rcYcrenccd by their ~1e1ghbours; 

~u c.l no,r, in~nltedand despised, tbey suffer 

.all the n1iscr1cs of scrviLu<le. 'I'he .Ara

J)ians alone ha,·e uc rcr been known to vary 

.in the smallest circumstance either of their 

internal policy or externalsituatipn. They 

juhabit a climate which would be intolera-

D~ 
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1J1e to the rest of the human species for its 

burning heat, and a soil which refuses to 

furnish anv of the necessaries of life . 
., 

11ence, they neither plough the earth, nol" 

SO\\~, nor depend upon corn, for tLei r sus

tenance, nor are acquainted with any of 

the mechanic arts. They live chiefly upon 

the milk of their herds and flocks, and 

~omct;m~s eat their flesh. These burn

i:1g deserts are stretched out to · an im-

ncnsc extent on every side, and the e 

tLey consider as their common country, 

·without having any fixed or permanent 

pbce of abode. Arid and barren as are 

these wilds in general, there are various 

5i)ots which are more productive than the 

·est. Here are found supplies of water 

a.nd some appearances of ,·egetc:tion; and 

bcre the Arabians encamp till they ha \'C 

exhausted the spontaneous products of the 

soil. Besides, they vary their place of re

sidence with the different seasons of the 

year. \Vhen they are i"n perfect friend

sh!p w-ith their neighbours, they advance 

to the very edges of the deserr, and fincl 

. 
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more ample supplies of moisture and herb
age. If they are attacked or rno1 1 'strd, 
the whole tribe is in motion in an in:1t~nt:, 
and seeks a refuge in their impeue.trable 
rccesse~. Other nations are inYol \·eel in 
\ arious pursuits of ,var, or go,·ernrnen t, 
or commerce; they ha,·e made a thousand 
inventions of luxury necessary to their 
welfare; and the enjoyment of tl1ese they 
call happiness. The i\ rab is ignorant of 
all tl1ese things, or, if he knows them, de
spises their possession. A11 his ·wants, 
his passions, his desires, terminate in one 
object, and that object is the preservation 
of his liberty. For this purpose he con
tents himself with a bare suA:iciency of 
the coarsest and simplest food; and tlie 
1,mall quantity of clothing which he rt
quires in such a climate is faGricated hy 
tl1e women of the tribe, who milk the 
cattle and prepare the food of their hus
hancls, and require no other pleasures than 
the pleasing interest of domestic cares. 
They have a breed of horses superior to 
any in the rest of the globe for ge11 tleness, 
}- :ttience, and unrivalled swiftncsq, Thi . 
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js the particular passion and pride of th~ 

..:irabian tribes. They are necessary to 

them it1 tLcir w~rlikc e.·peditions and ia 

their cm.uses along the deserts. If they 

are attacked, they mou.nt their steeds, who 

hear thern with the rapidity of a tempest; 

to avenge their injuries; or should they 

be ovcrmatc hed in. fight, they soon trans-

port them bey,n:cl the possibility of pur .. 

trait. For this reason the proudest mo• 

nn.rchs and greatest conquerors have in 

Yain endeavoured to subdue then1. Troops 

accustomed to the plcn ty of a cul tivatcd 

cou11try are little a.ble to pursue tho~o 

winged warriors, over the wide extent of 

tbeii: sanely ·wastes. Opprest with heat, 

fait1ting for want of water, and spent with 

t1Je v:trious difticu1ties of the way, the 

rr1ost Dumerous armies haye been destroy;-
" 

ed in such attempts; and those that su r-

yfred the obstacles of nature, were easily 

overcome by the repeated attacks ocr the 

yaliant natives. 

·,vhiie I was in this country, :r was rny

... e1f witness to an en1bassy that was. sent 

trom aneighbourii.1g prince, who imagi-ncd 

I ,, 

ti 
I 
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the fame of his exnloits had struck the 
l 

Arabians ·with terror, and disposed thern 

to submission. The an1hassador was intro• 

duced to the chief of the tr ibe, a venera ... 

ble old n1an, undistinguished by any 1nark 

of ostentatiun from the rest, who received 

hi111 sitting cross-legged a t the door of his 

tent. I-le then began to speak, and, in a 

long awl studied harangue, des.crihecl the 
power of his master, the invincible cou

Tage of his armies, the ~:ast profusion of 

arms, of warlike engines, and military 
stores; and concluded with a demand that 
the Arabians should submit to ackno,v .. 

ledge him as their lord, and pay a yearly 

tribute. At this proud srecch, the youn:_.:: C( 
part of the tribe began to frown with i.u ... 
dignation, and clash their \~rcapons in 
token of defiance; but the chief bimse1f~ 

:with a cahn and manly cornppsure, rn;lde 
this rep1y: I expected from the maturity 

of your ::ige, and the gr'vi.ty ofyourcoun
ten,1nce, to have heard a 1?a.tional d i-;co·1 rse, 

befitting you to propose an-er us to hear. 
:\Vh~en you dwelt so lo.ng upon the power 
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tJf your n1aster, I also imagined t11at he 

had sent to us to promise a leagu·e of 

friencbhip and alliance, such as might be

come equals, and biwl n1an n1ore closely 

to his fd:ows. ln this case tbe ..c'\..rabians, 
although they neither want the assistance, 

11or fear the attacks of any king or nation, 

,vo,dd gladly have consented; because it 
Jias been ah,·ayg their fi1vourite maxim, 
neither to leave injuries unpunished, nor 
to be outdone in kindness and hospitality. 

But since you liave come thus far to de• 

liver a message, which must needs be dis

ngree8.ble to the ears of free-born men, 

who acknowledge no superior upon earth, 

you m_ay thus report the sentiments of 

the Arabians to him that sent you. 

You may tell him, that, as to the Janel 

which we inhabit, it is neither the gift of 

J1im nor any of his forefathers; we hold 
jt from our ancestors, who receiYed it in 

turn from theirs, by the common laws of 

nature, ,v hich has adapted particular coun

tries and soils not only to nia11, but to aU 

1he ,various animals which she has pro-

tt 
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dLlced. If, therefore, your king imagines 

that he has a right to retain the country 

which he and his people now inhabit, by 
the same tenure do the Arabians ho1<l 
tbe sovereignty of these barren sands; 

:where the bones of their ancestors have 

been buried, even from the first creation 

of the ,vorld. But you have des-2ribed to 
us in pompous language, the extraordj .. 

nary power and riches of your king: ac

cording to you, he not only commands 

numerous and well-appointed troops of 

warlike men, furnished with every species 
of n1ilitary stores, but he also posses-;es 

immense heaps of gold, silver, and other 

precious commodities, and his country af

fords hi1n an inexhaustible supply of corn 

and oil and wine, and all the other con,·c

niences of life. If: therefore, this rcprc

-sentation be false, you rnust appear a vain 

and despicable babbler, \vho, being in
duced by no sufficient reason, h~Ye come 

hither of yorn o,n1 accord' to amtt'-C us, a 

-p lair: and simple race of n1cn, with spe('i,. 

ous tak ~•anc1 fal,ks; b1:t, if your wordc.. 
D 5 
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be true, your king must be equally unjust 
and foolish, who, already possessing all 
these ad\Tantages, doth still insatiably 

grasp after more; and enjoying so n1any 

good things with case and security to hin1-
se1f, \Vill rather put then1 all to the hazarc~ 

tban repress the \Tain desires of his own 
jnto1erable avarice. As to the trihute 

which you 11 a\' e de man cl e d, what yon 

l1ave alreadv seen of the Arabians and their 

country may afford you a sufficient an

swer. Yon see that ,ve h<1xc neither ci

ties, nor fie1ds, nor rivers, nor wine, nor 

oil; gold and sit,,er are equally unknown 

among us; and the Arabians, abandoning 

all these things to other men, have, at 

the sar11e time, delivered themselves fron1 

the neccs.si ty of being slaves, which 1s 

the general law by which all other mortals 

retain their possessions. "\Ye have, there
fore, nothing which we can send as a tri. 

bute but the sands of these our deserts, 

and the arro ,\ s and lances with which we 

have hitherto defended then1 fron1 all in

vaders. If these are treasures wortliy of 
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his. acceptarice, he · n1ay'lead his co.nquer

ing troops to.take possession.of ourcountry. 

But he witl find 1nen who are not softened 

by luxury, or vanquished by their owu 

v.iccs; 1nen, who prize their Ii berty at a 

dearer rate than all other n1ortals do their 

riches or their lives; and to·whorn clisho, 

nour is n10-re formidable than ,vounds and 

death. If he cair vanquish such men, it 
w_ill;however, bcco1ne his prudence to re~ 

fleet, ,vhether he can vanquis_h the obsta,

cles which nature herself has opposed to 

his a1nbition. In attempting to. pr.~,s 0~1x 

deserts, he ,vill have to struggle with far 

mincand.consun1ing thirst; from whic.b 119 

enemy has hithrrt0 csc,\ped, cy~u wh~n 

·he has failed to pciis.h by' the arrQw of 

the Arabians. 

flappy ana generous people, er.c!ainw,l 

Sophron, how well do they <lese\·\'C the li

berty they enjoy! '\Vi th such senti1nents 

,they need not fear t1 e attack of king'5 o · 

conquerors: l t is .the vices of rnen, an<;l 

·not _the weakness. of thc1r nature, that 

l>ase 1y ens1a~,c them to their E''lll\t s; ~nd 
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he that prises liberty beyond a few con" 
temptible pleasures of his senses, 1nay be 
certain that no human force can eYer be-
reave him of so great a good. ' 

I 

Such sentiments, replied Chares, con
vince n1e that I ha ye not made a false es
tirna te of the inhabitants of these moun
tainous districts. It is for this reason that 
I have been so particular 111 the description 
of Egypt and Arabia. I wished to know 
whether the general spirit of indolence 
and pusillanimity had infected the hardy 
inhabitants of Lebanon: but from the ge
nerous enthusiasm which animates your 
countenance at the recital of noble actions, 
as well as from what I have experienced 
you are capable of attempting, I trust that 
these solitary scenes are uninfected with 
the vices that haYe deluged the re5t of 
A5ia, and bent its inhabitants to the yoke. 

llerc the impatience of Ton1111y, which 
had been increasing a considerable time, 
cou !d no longer be restrained, ancl he 
·\'ould not h_elp interruptir;g the story, b.Y 
.~ hlre~sjng 1\Ir. 13arlow tbus: 

,1 
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TOl\IMY. 

Sir, you ·will give n1e leave to ask you 
a question? 

l\IR, DAHLO"\\'. 

As 111any as you choose. 

TOl\I.MY. 

In all these stories which I have heard, 

it seems as if those nations, that have lit

tle or nothing, are more good-natured, 

ancl better, and braver, than those that 

have a great deal. 

MR. BARLOW. 

This is indeed sometin1es the case. 

TOMMY. 

But then, why should it not be the case 

here, as well as in other places? Are all the 

poor in this country better than the rich? 

It should seem, answered l\,Ir. Barlow 

smiling, as if you were of that op1n1on. 

TO?IIMY. 

,vhy so, sir? 
MR. BARLOW. 

Because, whatever you ,want to hav~ 

-clone, I observe, that you al ways ~~ld ress 

yourself to the poor> and not to the rich~. 
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TO.UllY. 

Yes, sir, but that is a different case. 
The poor are used to do n1any things 
which the rich never <lo. 

:l\IR. Bl!.RLOW. 

A.re those things useful, or not useful? 
TOi\lMY. 

Why, io be sure, n1any of them are ex
tremely useful; for, since I have acquired 
so much know ledge, I find they cultivate 
the ground to raise corn, and build houses, 
and hammer iron, which is so necessary to 
make every thing we use; besides feed
ing cattle, and dressing o~r victuals, and 
washing our clothes, and in short, clotng 
every thing ,vhich is necessary to be done. 

MR. BARLOW. 

1 
• \Vhat, do the poor do all these things? 

TOl\HIY. 

Yes, indeed, Ol' ebe they would never 
be done. For it would be a very ungcn
teel thing to labour at a forge like a 
blacksmith, or hold t11c plough like a far
mer, or build an house like a bricklayer. 

. • 
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l\IR. B'ARLOW. 

And did not you build an house in n1y 

garden so1ne little time ago? 

TO~Il\IY. 

Yes, sir; but that was only for tny 

amusement. It was nut intended for any 

body to live in. 
)IR, BARLo,v. 

So you still think it the first qualifica .. 

tion of a gent1en1an ncYer to do anv th.ing 

useful; and he that does any thi11g with 

that design ceasts to be a gentleman? 

Tom rny looked a little ash:uned at this, 

but he said it \VG.Snot so 111uch his·o\vn opi.;. 

111011, as th11.t of the other young gentle~ 

n1en and ladies ,,lith w hon1 he had con:... 

Ycrscd. 
But, replied 11r. Barlow, you asked 

j ust now which ,vere the best, the rich or 

the poor; but. if I the poor provide food, 

and clothing, and hnusesi and e, cry thing 

else, not only for· themselves but for all 

the rich, w-1,ile the 1 ich do nothing 3/t all , 

i t mu t appear that the poor ate better· 

than tLe rich. 
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TOl\IMY. 

· 'f. es, sir; but then the poor do not act 
in that n1anner out of kindness, but be
cause they are obliged to it. 

1\Ill, BARLOW, 

That, indeed, is a better argument than 
you son1etimes use. But tell me ,vhich 
set of people ,vould yon prefer, those that 
are always doing useful things because 
they are obliged to it, or those who nerer 
do any thing useful at all? 

TO 1\11\l Y. 

'Indeed, sir, I hardly know what to say; 
but ,vhen I asked the question, I did not 
so much meat~ the doing useful things.
But now I think on it, the rich do a 
great deal of good by buying the things 
of the poor, and giving them money 1n 
return. 

MR. BARLOW. 

,vhat is money? 

TOMl\11". 

Money, sir, n1oney is--I belie\·e 
Jittle pieces of silver and go1d, with au 
head upon th em, 

,. 
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l\1 H.. BARLOW. 

Antl what is the use of these little 
piece-s of silver and go1d? 

TOMMY. 

Indeed I do not know that they are of 

any use; but every body has agreed to 

take them, and the ref ore you n1ay buy 
with the1n whate,1 cr you want. 

:?lltt. 13AU.LO\V, 

Then, according to yonr last account, 
the goodness of the rich consists in taking 
from tbe poor houses, clothes, and food, 

and giving them in return little bi ts of 
silver and gold, which are really good for 
nothing? 

T01\I11IY. 

Yes, sir; but then the poor can take 

these pieces of money and purchase every 

thing which they \~~ant. 
MR. BARLOW. 

1 ... ou 1nean, that if a poor 1nan has money 
in his pocket, he can always exchange it 

for clothes, or food, or any other ne
cessary. 

TOl\Il\IY • 

Indeed I do; 
. 

sir. 
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?.-IR. B.A'.RLo,v. 

But who n1ust he buy then1 of ?-For, 
according to yorir account, the rieh never 
produce any of these things: therefore, 
the poor, if they ,vant to ptfrchase them, 
C'an only do it of each other. 

TO.l\I.MY. 

But, sir,. I cannot think that is al ways 
the.; case; for, I hav.e been along with my 
mrunma to shops; where there were fine 
powdered gentlemen and. ladies that sol<l 
things to other people, and livery ser .. 
van ts, and.young bdies tl1at played upon. 
the haq~si_cl.or<l like Nliss }iatilda. 

MIL BAilIOW. i 

But, my good little friend, do you ima
gine that these fine powdered gentlemen 
and ladies 1na~1e the things which thay; 
sold? 

. TOMMY. 

· That, sir, I cannot tel1, huu I shoukl ra
ther imagine not; fon all the fi,ne pecple 
1 haYc e.ver s.eeru ar~. too much. afraid of 
spoili11g their clothes to work. 

l\IR." BA.BLc.,w. 

All that they do, t11e.n, is t~J e1i1ploy 

." 
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poorer persons to work for thern, \vhile they 

only sell what is produced by their labour. 

So that still yon see ,ve reach no fa·rther ., 

than this; the rich do nothing and pro

duce nothing, and the poor every thing 
that is really useful. ,Vere there aw hole 

uation of rich people, they \vould all be 

;:,tan-ed l.ikc tbc Spaniard in the story, be.,. 

cause no one would conJesccnd to produce 

any thing: and this would happen in spite 

of all their n1oney, unless they bad neigh .. 

lJOLHS who ,vere poorer to supply them. 

But a nation that was poor might be in-; 
dustrious, and gradually supply themselve~ 

,vith all they wanted; and then it would 

be of little consequence whether they had 

1)ieces of nrntal with heads upon the1n 01.1 

not.-But this conw~rsation has lasted 

long enough at pr~scnt, and, as you arc 

now going to bed, I dare say l\.Iiss Sin1 ... 

111011s will be so good as to defer the re-

1nainder of her story until to-n101Tow. 

The next day Tomrny rose before his 

father and mother, and, as his in1aginati.0H 

had beC;n forcibly aGtl'.)el on- by the descrip . 
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tion he 1iad heard of the Arabian horse
n1en, he desjre<l his little horse might be 
saddled,an d that \Vi11iam, his father's man, 
,rould attend him upon a ride. Unfortu
nately for Tommy, bis vivacity "Tas 
greater than his reason, and his taste for 
imitation was continually leading hin1 
into some mischief or misfortune. He had 
no sooner ueen introduced i11to the ac-. 
<;uaintance of genteel life, than he threw 
aside all his former habits, and burnt 
to distinguish himself as a most accom
plished young gentleman. I--Ie was now, 
it1 turn, sickened and disgusted with fa
shionable affectation; and his mind, at lei
sure for fresh impressions, was ready to 
catch at the first new object which oc
curred. The idea, therefore, which pre
sented itself to his 111inJ, as soon as he 
opened his eyes, ,vas that of being an 
Arabian horseman. Nothing he i111agin
ed could equal the pleasure of guiding a 
fiery steed ov~r those imrnense and de• 
solate wastes which he had heard de
scribe(l. In the mean time, as the coun.~ 
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try where l)e wished to exhibit was ra

ther at too great a distance, he thought 

he might excite some applause even upon 

the common before his father's house. 

Full of this idea, he rose, put on his 

boots, and summoned 1Villian1 to attend 

him. 1rillian1 had been too n1uch accus

tomed to humour all his caprices, to make 

any difficulty of obeying him; and, as he 

had often ridden out with his youug mas

ter before, he did not foresee the least 

possible inconvenience. But the maternal 

rare of 1\1 rs. 11 er ton had made it an i nchs

pc nsahle condition with her son, that he 

should never presume to ride with spurt>, 

~nd she hact strictly enjoined all the ser

Yants neYcr to supply liim with those dan

gerous implements. Tommy had long 

1n u rm urcd in secret at this prohibition, 

which seemed to imply a distrust of his 

abilities in horsemanship, which sensi

bly wounded his pride. But, since he 

had taken it into his head to emulate the 

Arabs thcmselYes, and perhaps excel tben1 

in their own art, he considered -it as 110 
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long~r possib1e to endure the disgrace: 

But, as he was no stranger to the strict 
injunction which had been given to all 

the servants, he did not da1·e to 1nake the 

ex.perirnent of soliciting their assistance. 

"\Vhi]e he \\ as in this embarrassment, a 

new .an·d sodden expedient presented it-
elf to ,his fertile genius, ,vhich he instant

ly resolveLl to adopt. To111my went to 

his mamn1a's n1aid, and, without difficulty, 
nbta1ned from her a couple of the biggest 

~)ins, ,vhich he thrust through the le::t~her 
qf his boots, and, thus accoutred, h~ 

~nounted his horse without suspicion or 

observation~ To1nmy bad not ridden far 

4Jefore he began to give vent to his reign

~ug passion, and asked ,vil1~am if he had 

'C\'er s-een an "'"'\.rabian on horseback; The . 
answer of ,rilliam sufficiently proyed his 

~gnorance,. which Tommy 1-..iB<lly under

-took to remove by giving hi1n a detail 
of all the particulars be bad beard tbe pre

ceding night; but, uBfortunately, the clo

·quencc of Tonimy precipitated him into 

a dangerous experi111ent; for, just as he 
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"':\·as dcsc1·i1Jing their rapid flight across the 
deserts, the interest of his st1bJect so 

transported l1im, that he c1osed his legs-

upon his little horse, and pricked him in 

450 sensible a 111anner, that the pony, who 

,vas not deficient in spirit, resented tile at .. 

tack, and set off with bi1u at a prodigious 

tate. "\Villiam, when he saw his 1naster 

thus burst forth, was at a loss whether to 

consider it as an accident, or only an ora ... 

torical grace; but seeing the horse hurry

ing along t11e roughest part of the con1-

1,1on, w bile fom1ny tugged in vain to re

s train his t Torts, be thought it necessary 

to endeavo:.n to overtal ' e, and therefore 

pursued him with all the speed he could 

use. Dut the pony, whose blood seemed 

to he only the 1nore inflamed by the vio

lence of his o,vn exertions, ran the faster 

wh~n he l1card the tran1pling of another 

horse behind him. In this n1anner did 

Torn my scam per over the common, v hile 

,villidm pursued in vain; for, just as the 

servant thought he had r ached l is muster, 

J1is horse would pu~h forward y,·ith such 
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. rapidity as left his pursuer far behind ... 
Tommy kept his seat with infinite address, 
but he now began seriously to repent of 
his own ungovernable ambition, and 
,vould, ,vith the greatest pleasure, have ex
changed his own spirited steed for the 
dullest ass in England. Tbe race had 
now endured a considerable time, and 
seemed to be no nearer to a conclusion, 
when, on a sudden, t1Je pony turned 
llhort, upon an attempt of his n1a5ter to 
stop him, and rushed precipitately into 
a large bog, or quagmire, which was f11ll 
before hi1n; here he rn ade a 1.1ome11 taiy 

halt, and Tommy wisely embraced t11c 
opportunity of letting him~eL' slide off 
upon a soft and yielding bed of 111irc. 
The servant now came up to Tommy, and 
rescued him from his disagreeable si
tuation, where, however, be bad receiYecl 
no other damage than tha.t of daubi11g 
liimself all o,·er. ,villiarn lrnd been at. 
first very 111uch frightened at the danger 
of his master; but when he saw that he 
h:ul so luckily' escap J all hurt, he could 
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not help asking him, ,vith a smite, whethet 
this too was a stroke of Arabian horsc
n1anshi p. Tommy was a little provoked 
at this reflection upon his horsemanship; 
but, as he had now lost something of his 
irritability by repeated n1ortification, he 
wisely repressed his passion, and desired 
'\Villia1n to catch his horse, while he re
turned homewards on foot to warm hi· u
self. The seTvan t, therefore, G:ndeavoLL'•'(l 

to approach the pony, who, as if con 
tented ·with the triun1ph he had obtaint . 
over his rider, was quietly fecdiu;.; at a 
little distance; but, the iilsta1it ,villiat11 
approached, he set off again at a yjoh:Lt 
rate, and seemed disposed to lead him a se
cond chase, not inferior to the- first. 

In the n1ean time, Tommy walked pen
sively along the co1nmon, rcflecti11g upoL 
the ,·arious accidents which had befallen 
hi1~1 and the repeated disappoinhnen ts h~ 
had found in all his attempts to dis ... inguish 
hin1self~ While he was thus engaged, he 
overtook a poor and raggct<l figure, th~ 
ingularity of whose appearance engaget 

VOL. III. E 
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his attentian. It was a man of middle age 

jn a dress he had nc\·er seen before, with 

two poor children that seen1ed with diffi

culty to keep up with him, while he car-

1 icd a third in his arn1s, whose pale, ema

ciated looks, sn fficicn tly declared d iseasc 

and pain. The man ha<l upon his head a 

a coarse blue bonnet instead of an hat; 

be was wrapped round by a tattered kin(l 

of garment, striped with various colours, 

and at his side hung down a long and 

formidable sword. Tomn1y surveyed 

111m with such an earnestobsen·ation, that 

at length the man took notice of it, and, 

bowing to l1im with the greatest ciYility, 

"entured to ask hi1n if he hacl met ,vith 

a11y accident that he appeared in a disor

der which suited so little with his quality. 

Tommy was not a little pleased with the 

discernment of the man, that could dis

tinguish his importance in spite of the 

dirtiness of bis clothes, and therefore 

· mildly answered; No, friend, there is not 

much the matter. I have a little obsti

nate horse that ran a,vay with me, and: 

• 
• 1 

t 
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after trying in vain to throw me down, he 
plunged into the n1id<lle of that great bog 
there, and so I jumped off for fear of be. 
ing swallowed up, otherwise I should 
soon have n1ade him submit; for I am 
used to such things, and don't n1ind then1 
in the least. Here the child that the man 
was carrying began to cry bitterly, and 
the father endeavoured to pacify him, Lut 
in vain. Poor thing, said Tomn1y, l1e 
seems not to be well-I am heartily sorry 
for him !-Alas, master! answered the 
1nan, he is not well, indeed; he has now· 
a violent ague fit upon him, and I have 
not had a 1norsel of bread to give him, or 
any of the rest, since yesterday noon. 
Ton1my was naturally generous, and no,v 
his n1ind was unusually softened by the re-
1nen1brance of his own recent distresses; 
he therefore pulled a shilling out of his 
pocket, and gave it to the n1an, saying, 
l-Iere, my honest friend, here is something 
to buy your child some food, and I sin
cerely wish he may soon recover. God 
bless your sweet face! said the man; you 

E2 
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are the best friend I base seen thiti mri.DV J 

a da:v; but for this l-::.ind assistance we 
o.l 

111ight h~\·t been all lost. Ile then, with 

n1any bows and thanks, struck across the 

common into a differentpath; and Tonuny 

·went forward, feeling a greater pleasu1:e, 

nt. this little act of humanity than he had 

long been acquainted with among all tbe. 

fine Jacquaintance he had lately contra'{i:t

ed. But he had wa1 keel a very li ttlc 

\Vay with these reflections, before he n1et 

,vith a new adventure; a flock of sheep 

Mas running with all the precipitation 

"!.vhich fear could inspire t'ron1· the pursuit 

of a .large dog; and just as 'Fommy; ap

proached, the d0g lrn.d o~·crtaken a lan~b,. 

an<l seemed dispo::,ed to-devour it . . r.Fon1-

iny w,as naturally m1 cne11y to all cru 0 lty, 

and therefore running t0,v.,1irds .~he dug, 

with more ah!.crity than pr,udence, he en

deavonrc(\ to drive· him f.rom bis prey 

But the animal, who probably despised 

the diminutive size of his a.dversarv, after 
. ~ 

growling ai littl while and showing his 

t1:>eth, when he founll tl at tbis was not 

ll 

e, 
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SA:~ DTORD 'AND l\IERTON. 101 

sufficien·t to deter liim from i ntcr-
, 

m-cdclling, entirely quitted the sheep; 
~n,I, making a sudden spring, seized upon 

the skirt of Tomn1y's coat, which he 
shook with every expression of rage. 
Tommy behaved with more intrepidity 

than could haYe been expected, for he 

neither cried out, nqr attempted to run, 

but n1ade his utmost efforts to disengage 
.. 1imself fr0111 his enemy. But as the con

test \Vas so unequal, it is probable he 

would 11avc been severely bitten, had 

not the honest stranger, ,vhon1 he had re
lieved, come running up to his assistance, 
and seeing the danger of bis benefactor, 

laid the dog dead at his feet by a furi
ous stroke of his "broadsword. Tommy, 
thus delivered from the impending dan

ger, expressed his gratitude to the stran

ger in the n1o~t affect~onate manner, and 

desired him to accon1pany him to his fa

ther's house; where he and his wearied 

children should receive whatever refresh-, 

1nent they wished. I-Ie then tun1ed his 

eyes to the lnm.b \\·hich had lJeen the 



.102 THE H[STORY OP' 

C3.L,se of the contest, and lay panting upon: 

tl1e ground bleeding and wounded, but 

not to death, and remarked with astonish

ment, upon his fleece, the vell-known 

c11aractcrs of H. S. accompanied with a 

cross! As I live, said Tommy, I belieYe 

this is ~:1c very lamb which Harry used to 

be so fnnd of, ?.nd ,vhich used sometimes 

to foliow hin1 to Tvir. Barlow·s. I am the 

luckiest fellow in the world, to have come 

in time to-deliver him; and now, perhaps, 

' Ilarry rn3.y forgive me all the ill usage 

he has 1net with. Saying this he took the 

Jamb up, and kissed it with the greatest 

tenderness; nay, he ·would have even 

ho1·11e it home in his an ... 1s, had it not been 

Tather too hea\·y for his strength; but 

the honest strangev, with a grateful offi

ciousness, offered his services, and prevail

ed on Tommy tu let him carry it, while 

he delivered his child to the biggest of 

its brothers. 
"\Vhen Tommv was now arrived within 

, . 

a little distance of his home, he met hi~ 

father and l't'lr. Barlow, who had kft th~ 
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house to enjoy the n1orning air before 

breakfast. They were st:rprisecl to see him 

in such an equipage; for the dirt, which 

had bespattered him fron1 head to foot, 

began to dry in various places, and gave 

him the appearance of a farn1er's clay

built wall in the act of hardening. But 

Tommy, without giving them time to 

make inquiries, ran affectionately up to 

1 Ir. Barlo,v, and taking him by the hand, 

said, Oh, sir! here is the luckiest accident 

jn the world-poor Harry Sandford's fa

vo:.iri te lamb won ld have been killed by n. 

6 reat n1ischievous dog, if I had not hap

pened to come by and save his life. And 

who is this honest n1an, said )dr. ~ierton, 

who1n you ha\·e picked up on the com

mon? I-Ic seems to be in distress, and hi~ 

famished children are scarcely able to drag 

themsel \'CS along. Poor 1nan ! ans·werecl 

Tommy, I am very much obliged to hirn; 

for, ,vhen I went to save Harry's lamb, 

the dog attacked me, and would have 

hurt me very nn1ch, if he had not come to 

1ny assistance, and killed bim \\ jth his 
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great s,vord. So I have brought him 

·with me, that he might refresh himself 

with his pvor children, one of which has 

<i_ terriL!e ague. For I knew, papa, thongh 

l .ha·:e 119t behaved \Ve1l of late, you 

wouhl not be against rny doing an act of 
cLarity. I am, on the contrary, very 

gbd, sa:(' 1\!r. l\ferton, to see you have so 

l1,uch grat~:ude in your te1nper. But what 
is the re~son that I see you thus disfigur

ed w~ th di:t? Surely you must have been 
:riding, an<l your horse have thrown you? 
.And so it is, for here is YVi11iam follow
lng with both tbe horses in a foam. "\Vil-
1jau1 at that 1noment appeared, and, trot

ting up to his lnaster, began to n1ake ex

cuses for his own share in the business. 
Indeed, sir, said be, I did not think there 

w,rn the least harm in going out with mas
ter Tom my; and we were riding along as 

qujetly ac, possiLle:. and master was gi,·ing 
111e a :ojJg' account of the Arabs; who, 
he said lived in the finest country in the 

world, which docs not produce any thing 
to eat, or drink, or wear; and yet they 

? 
d. 
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never want to con1e upon the parish; bnt 

ride the most 1nettled horses in the world, 

fit to start for any plate in England. And 
just as he was giving n1e this account, 

Punch took it into his head to run away, 

and while I was endeavouring to catch 

l1im; he jumped in to a quagmire, and shot 

u1aster Tommy off in the n1iddle of it .. 

No, said Totnn1y, there you 111istake; I 

believe I could n1anage a much 1nore spi

rited horse than Punch; but I thought it 

prudent to thro,v 1nyself off, for fear of 

his plunging deeper in the mire. But hMv 
is this? said 1Ir . .l\Ierton. The pony used 

to be the quietest of horses; what can 

have given him this sudden impulse to 

run aw:iy? Sure, William, you were not 

so imprudent as to trust your master with 

spurs? 1--,o, sir, answered \Villiam, not I, 

and I can take my oath he had no spurs 

on when we set out. ~Ir. l\-ferton was 

convinced there ,vas some mystery in this 

transaction, ancl looking at his son to find 

it out, he at length disco,·ered the inge-

1 ioi:. · contrivance of Tommy to supply 
~ .5 

/ 
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the place of spurs, and could hardly pre~ 
serve his gravity at the sight. He how
eYer mildly set before hin1 his imprudence,. 
which n1ight have been attended with the 
n1ost fatal consequences, the fracture of 
his limbs, or even the loss of his life, and 
desire<l him for the future to be 1nore cau
tious. They then returned to the house,. 
and 1Ir. l\Ierton ordered the servants to 
supply his guests with plenty of the most 
11ourishing food. After breakfast, they 
sent for the unhappy stranger into the par
lour, whose countenance now bespoke his 
satisfaction and gratitude; and l\1r. lWer
ton, who, by his dress and accent, disco
vered him to be an inhabitant of Scotland, 
desired to know by what accident he had 
thus wandered so far fr01n home with 
these poor hcl pless children, and had been 
reduced to so rnuch misery. Alas l yon1: 
honour, answered the man, I should ill 
clese1Te the favours you have shown me,. 
if I attempted to conceal any thing front 
st~ch ,vorthy ,)enefactors. nf y tale, bow
e,·er is simple and uninteresting, and I 

,, 
I 
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fear there can be nothing in the story of 

my distress the least deserving of your 

attention. Surely, said l\fr. lVIerton, with 

the n1ost benevolent courtesy, there must 

be something in the distress of every ho

nest man which ought to interest his fel

low-creatures: and if you will acquaint us 

with all the circumstances of vour situa-
~ 

tion, it may perhaps be within our power, 

as it certainly is in our inclinations, to do 

you farther service. The n1an then bow

ed to the cornpany with an air of dignity 

,vhich surprised them all, and thus began: 

-I ,vas born in that part of our island 

which is ca11ed the North of Scotland. 

The country there, partly from the bar

renness of the soil and the inclemency of 

the seasons, and partly from other causes 

,vhich I will not now enun1erate, is unfa

Yourable to the existence of its inhabi

tants. l\Iore than half the year our moun

tains are covered with continual snows, 

which prohibit the use of agriculture, or 

blast the expections of an harvest. Yet 

the race of 1nen which inhabit these drea-
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ry wilds are 11erhaps not n1orc undes~ ,/~ 
in<h} the s111iles of fortune than manv of 

~ v 

tLeir happier neighbours. Accustomed to 

a life of toi1 and hardship, their bodies are 

braced by the incessant difficulties they 
have to encounter, and their 1ninds remain 

/ 

untainted by t11e example of their more 
luxurious neighbours. They are bred up 
~-on1 infiincy with a. deference and re
spect for their parents, and with a mu
tual spirit of endearnJent towards their 
equals, which I ha,·e not remarked in 
happier climates. These circun1stances 
expand and e1evate the n1ind, and attach 
the high la ders tG their native mountains 
1vith a warmth of affection, which is 
scarcely kno\\rn in the midst of polished 
·it:ies and culti\·ated countries. Every 

111an there is ore or less acquainted ,vith 
the histoiy of his dan, and the martial 
,exploits 1.vhieh they have performed. 1 In 
the wiDter season -Ne sit aro1.1ud the blaz-
1un· light of ou~· fires, and connncmorate 

;::, L-' 

the glorious acf ons of our ancestors; the 
<.'.hiLdrcn f, tcb tte sonn l,. aiv-1 consirlc.r 

,, 
I 

Ir 
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themselves a5 interested in supporting 

the honour of a nation, which is vet un-
v 

sullied in the annals of the world, and re-

solve to transmit it equally pure to their 

~,osterity. '\Vith these impressions, ,vhich 
,vere the earliest I can rerncrn be-r~ you 

cannot wonder, gentlemen, that I should 

early imbibe a spirit of enterprise and a 

1ove of arms. 1Iy futher was, indeed 7 

poor, bat he had becu himself a sold ie r, 

and therefore did not so s tren nously op

pose rny growing inclinations. He in-• 
deed set before me the little chance I 

should b·n·e of pro!11otion, and the innu-

1neraole <1
, fficultics of my in tended pro

fession. But \-Vbat were difficulties to a. 

yoath brought up to snbsist upon an hand

ful of oatmeal: to drink the waters of the 

strearn, ~ nd to .. k(?p, !:!l r<)uded 111 my plaid, 

beneath the arch of an irnpend1ng rock! 

I see, gentlerr.en, cont" n 1cd t~1e li1gkland

cr, trhat you appear ~;;1.1rprised to hear a 

n1an, who bas so little to recommend him, 

express himself in ratl er loftier language 

t\Hl:Jl you are accustomed to a1 ong your 
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ncasantrv here. Dut vou should remem-
' ., J 

ber that a certain degree of education is 
n1ore general in Scotland than where you 
live; and that, wanting almost all the 
gifts of fortune, we cannot afford to fuf
fer those of nature to remain uncultivat
ed. \Vhen, therefore, rnv father saw 
that the determined bent of my temper 
,-vas towards a military life, he thought it 
-vain to oppose my inclinations. Ile even, 
perhaps, involuntarily cherished them, by 
explaining to me, during the long leisure 
of our dreary winter, some books which 
treated of military sciences and ancient 
1)istory. From these I imbibed an early 
love of trutL aud honour, which I hope has 
not abandoned me since; and, by teach
ing me what brave and virtuous men 
11a ve suffered in every age and country, 
they have, perhaps, prevented me from 
entirely sinking under my misfortunes. 

One night in the autumn of the year, 
as we were seated round the embers of 
our fire, we heard a knocking at the door. 
}\f y father rose, and a n1an of a majestic 

' ,., 
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presence came in, and requested permis

sion to pass tbe night in our cottage. He 

told us he was an English officer who had 

long been stafionccl in the highlands; but 

110w, upon the breaking out of war, he had 

been sent for in haste to London, whence 

he was to embark for America as soon as 

he could be joined by his regiment. This, 

said he, has been the re~son of n1y tr~vel

ling later than prudence permits in a 

mountainous country with which I a111 

imperfectly acquainted. I have unfortu

nately lost my way, ~nd, but for your kind- · 

ness, added he, smiling, I n1ust here begin 

n1y campaign, and pass the night upon a 

bed of heath amid the mountains. l\riy 

father rose, and rccei ved the officer ,vi th 

all the courtesy he was ab-le; for in Scot-

1and everv man thinh.s himself honoured ., 

by being permitted to exercise his hospi-

tality; he told him his accommodations 

were mean ancl poor, but what he had was 

heartily at his service. He then sent me 

to look after his visitor·s horse, and set 

before him some milk and oaten bread; 



I 

' I I: 

TILE HI~TOHY Ol' 

w 1 :- h vvr1 c · ; i th e< ain ties we possessc<l : 
01.r o·ue t. l1r \\ C \ er, St'Cincd to feed upon 
it \ 1, t1 a 1 apprf, < t 'l I· een as if be had 
1 r-t due reU in t1h~ h1 

1
nlands; and, what 

I r UHt II · • <.! i; t r.~mar rng· with astonish
niePt , alri:r,u;/. his air and manners 
p, <ffed th~a ~1e c:) :ld be no stranger to a 
n1orc deli, ate way of living, not a single 
word fell from him that i;itimated lit harl 
e,·er been used to Letter fare. During the 
evening he entertain nd us with various 
accounts of t Le dangers lie had already 
escaped, and th.__ .._ervice he had seen. He 
particulariy desc1<bed tLe man 1er'> of the 
savage tribes he wa" goinµ to encounter 
in America, and tbe lldture of their war
fare. All this, accompanied with the 
tone and look of a 1nan tbat was familiar 
,vith great events, and had borne a consi
derable share in all he 1 elated, so inflamed 
my 1nihtary ardour, that I was no ! mg ... 
er capable of re pressin6· it. The stran
ger perceived it, and, looking at me with 
an air of tenderness an<l compassion, ask
ed if that young nuu1 was intended for 

"' 
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th13 service. :\Iy colour rose, and my 

heart immediately swelled at the ques

tion: the look and rnanner of our guest 

had strangely interested n1e in his favour, 

and the natural grace and simplicity ,vith 

which he relatc:'(1 his own exp1oits pBt n1e 

111 mind of the great n)en of other times. 

Could I but 111arch under the banners of 

such a leader, I thought noth1ng ,vould. 

he too arduous to be achieved. l saw a 

long perspective before me of combats, 

d ifi1culties, aud dangers; something, how

ever, whispered to n1y mind that I should 

be successful in the end, and support the 

reputation of our na1ne and clan. Full of 

these ideas, I sprang forwards at the ques

tion, and told tbe off cer that the darling 

passion of my life 1\VON d be to hear arms 

uncle1· a ch:ef like him; a1 d that, if 1c 

,vould suffer me t0 enlist under his con1. 

!nancl, I shoukl be re<. ly to justi(y hi~ 

kindness by patiently sup1,orting; c ·ery 

Lar .sh, p, auci fi.cing· every dal\.;~r. '{{ Ou 1g 

n a~1, replied he, with a look or· kind con

ceni , ther is nGt a.1q officer in the anny 
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that would not be proud of such a re-• 
cruit; but I should ill repay the hospital
ity I have recci\·ed from your pareuts, if 
I suffered you to be deceived in your opi
nion of the military profession. 1Ie then 
set before 1ne, in the s trongest language, 
all the hardships which would be rny lot; 
the dangers of the field, the pestilence of 
camps, the slow consuming languor of 
hospitals, the insolence of command, the 
n1ortification of subordination, and the 
uncertainty that the exertions of even a 
long life would ever lead to the least pro
motion. All this, replied I, trembling 
with fear that my father should take ad
vantage of these too just representation~ 
to -refuse his consent, I knew before; but 
I feel an irresistible impulse within me 
which compels n1e to the field. The die 
is cast for life or death, and I will abide 
by the chance that now occurs. If you, 
sir, refuse me, I will however enlist with 
the first officer that will accept me; for I 
~vill ' no longer wear out life amid the so
iitude of these surrounding mountains, 

1' 
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without even a chance of n1eriting ap

plause, or distinguishing 1ny nan1e. 

The officer then desisted fron1 his oppo

:sition, and, turning to ll\Y parents, asked 

them if it were with thP.ir consent that I 

was going to enlist. l\iiy mother burst 

into tears, and n1y sisters hung about n1e 

weeping; 111y father replied, with a deep 

~igh, I have long experienced that it is 

vain to oppose the decrees of Prcvi<lence. 

Could my persuasions have availed, he 

would have remained contented in these 

1nountains; but that is now impossible, 

~t least till he has purchased wisclon1 at 

the price of his blood. If, the ref ore, sir, 

you do not despise his youth and 1nien, 

t,ikc hin1 with you, and let hin1 have the 

advantage of your example. I have been 

a soldier myself: and I can assure you, 

with truth, that I have never seen an offi. 

cer under \rhom I ,vould n1orc gladly 

n1arch than yourself. Our guest n1aclc a 

polite reply to my father, and instantly 

:.greed to receiYc n1e. I-le then pulled out 

~- purse, ·and offering it to 1ny father, said, 
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The co m1non price of a recruit is now 
fi,·e guirn:~as, b·1t, so well am I satisfi~l 
with the appearance of your son, and tlie 
f'onfidence you repose in me, that I 1111 st 
Jnsist upon your accepting what is co~1-
tainccl in this purse; you will dispose o · 
it as you please for your nn!tual ad\·an
tage. Before I depart to-morrow, I will 
gi ,·e him such directions as n1ay enable 
him to join the -rc::,1ment, which is now 
preparing to L1a;rc 11. If e then requested 
that he might retire to rest, and my fa
ther would have resigned the only bed lie 
J1arl in the house to his guest; but he ab-
sol11 tely refused, and saic~, 1Vould you 
sh· .e n.e in the eyes of n1y new recruit? 
,irha ;s 3. soldier ~·ood for that cannot ..__ 

1 <"p vit: <lll t a bed? The time will soon 
1rir , when I shall think a comfortable 

n)J( ·n1 •;, little straw, an en,·iable luxu
ry. tl crefo re raise<l him as coavenieut 
. C'rnch ,, I was able to make with heath 
i.u . fen;,; aud wrapping binh elf up in 

I, 

h; 1 drng·-coat, he threw hi;t1sc f dow1 e.: 
upoE ·t, and slept till morning-. ,-v it~ .1. 



the first dawn of day he rose and depart

eo, having first gi\·en me the directions 

which were ne~·es.~·a .. y to enahle n1e to 

join the reg i .. v· 1 r: ln , before he went, 

11y fat1wr, who ,vas eq.ialiy charmed \Vith 

his f?'enerosi rv an1l 111<-..:111,:rs, l)ressed hin1 
0 ., 

to take back part of che n1011ey he had given 

us.; tl-.is, however, he absoltt tely refused, 

and ieft us full of esteen1 aud admiration. 

r will not1 gentlemen, repeat the affect

ing scene I had to undergo in taking leave 

of rny fa~riily and friends. It pierced me 

to the ve 1·y heart; and then, for the first 

time, I al 110st repented at being so nea~· 

tht accomp1isl1111ent of n1y wishes. I w-a-s; 

ho\vever~ engaged, ancl determined to fnl• 

fil r11y engagement; I therefore tore my
self from my family, hav,ing with difficulty 

prevailed upon n1y father to accept of part 

of' the n10Bey I had received for my enro1-

ment. ] will not trespass upon youPtime 

to desBribe the various emotions ,which I 

felt at the crowd of ne,~ sensations, which 

entered 1ny n1ind along our march. I ar

r.tved. w,ithout an aocident at London, th 
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splendid •capital of this kingdom; but I 
· could not there restrain my astonishment, 

to see an im111ense people talking of 
wounds, of death, of battles, sieges, and 
conquests, in the 1nidst of feasts, and balls, 
and puppet-shows; and calmly devoting 
thousands of their fellow-creatures to pe
rish by fan1ine or the sword, while they 
considered the loss of a dinner, or the en
durance of a shower, as an exertion too 
great for human fortitude. 

I soon embarked, and arrived, without 
any other accident than an horrible sick
ness, at the place of our destination in Ame
rica. Here I joined my gallant officer, 
colonel Simmons, ,vho had perfon11ed the 
voyage in another ship.-1\liss Simmons, 
who was present at this narration, seen1-
ed to be much interested at this mention 
of her own name; she, however, did not 
express her feelings, and the stranger pro
ceeded with his story.-This gentleman 
was, with justice, the most beloved and the 
mos~ deserving to be so, of any officer I 
have ever known . . ' I_nflexible in every 
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thmg that concerned the honour of the 

service, he never pardoned ,vilful misbe

haviour, because he knew that it Wa__, in

compatible ,vith 111ilitary discipline; yet 

when obliged to punish, he did it ·with 

s-uch reluctance, that he seemed to suffer 

almost as n1uch as the criminal. Bnt, if 

his reason imposed this just and necessary 

severity, his heart had taught him ano

ther lesson in respect to the private dis

tresses of his men. He visited the1n in 

their sicknesses, relieved their miseries, 

and \Vas a niggard of nothing but ht1man 

blo0d ;-but I ought to correct n1yself in 

that expression, for he was rashly lavish 

of hie, own, and to that \Ve owe his un

tin1ely loss. 

I had not long been in America before 

the colonel, who ,vas perfectly acquainted 

with the language and n1anners of the sa

vage tribes that border upon the British 

colonies, wa5 sent upon an embassy to 

one of their nations, for the purpose of 

soliciting their alliance with Britain. It 

n1ay, perhaps, be not uninteresting to you, 
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gentlemen, and to this my honourable lit-' 
tle master, to hear some account of a pco
nle whose manners a1td customs are so ... 

much the reverse of what you see at home. 
As 1ny ·worthy officer, therefore, con tent
ed with my assiduity and improvement 
in 1nilitary knowledge, permitted me to 
have the honour of attending him, I will 
describe some of the n1ost curious facts 
which I was witness to. 

You ha\·e, doubtless, heard many ac
counts of the surprising increase of the 
English colonies in America; and, when 
we reflect that 1t is scarcely an hundrccl 
years-since some of thcn1 were (·staulished, 
it must be confessc~d that they have made 
rapid improve1nen ts in clearing the ground 
of woods, and bringing it to culti\'ation. 
Yet, much as they have already- done, 
t11e country is ~re~ an im111ense forest, e~T
cept immediately upon the coast. These 
fore t~ extend orr every side to a distance 
that no. hmnan sagacity or observatio11 
has been able to determine. Theyaboun'<l 
i evel'y, ~pecies of tree ,vl1ich you, s~e-in 
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England, to which may be a<lded a great 

variety more which are unknown with 
us. Under their shade is generally found 
a rich luxurious herb.:1ge, which sen-es for 
pasture to a thousand herds of animals. 

!Jere are seen elks, a kind of deer of the 

largest size, and buffaloes, a species of wild 
ox, by thousands, and e,·en horses, which, 
havino- been orio·inallv brou 0 ·ht over hv b b J b ., 

the Spaniards, have escaped fr01n their set:-
tlc1nen ts and m nltiplied in the woods. 

Dear, said Tommv, that must be a fine 
" 

country, indeed, Yvhere horses run wild; 
why, a. nrnn m'ight have one for nothing. 
And yet, said l\1Ir. 3.lerton, it would be 
but of little use to.a person to have a wild 
horse, who is not able to rnanatrc a tame 

0 

one. 

Tomn1y made no answer to his father, 
and the man procce<led :-But the gre~1t
est curiosity of all this country i:;, in n:.: 
opinion, the various tribes or n~tio~1:> 
,vhich inhabit it. l3rcd up from tl c · r -in
fancy to a life of equal hardiness .with tLc 
wild ani1nals, they are almost as robust i.n 

vo r .. 1 rr . F 
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their constitutions. These various tribe., 

inhabit li ttlc villages which generally are 

seated upon the banks of rivers, and, 

though they cultivate small portions of 

land around their towns, they seek the 

greater part of their subsistence from the 

chase. In their persons they are rather 

tall and slender, but admirably well pro

portioned and active, and their colour is 

a pale red, exactly resern bling copper. 

Thus accuston1ecl to roam about the woods 

and brave the jnclernencies of the wea

ther, as ·well as continually exposed to the 

attacks of their enemies, they acquire a 

degree of courage and fortitude which can 

scarcely be conceived. It is nothing to 

them to pass whole days without a n10rsel 

of food, to iie whole nights upon the bare 

da1np ground, and to swim the widest 

rivers in the depth of winter. Money, 

indeed, and the greater part of what ·we 

call the conveniences of life, they are un

acquainted with; nor can they conceive 

that one man should serve another mere

ly because he has a few piece~ of shin!ng 
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metal; they imagine, that the only just 
distinctions arise fron1 superior courage 
and bodily peJfections, and therefore 
these alone are ab1e to engage their es
teem. I shall never forget the contempt 
which one of their chiefs expressed at 
seeing an officer who ,vas rather corpulent 
at the head of his men: ,vhat fools, said 
he, are these Europeans to be com1nand
cd by a man who is so unwieldy that he 
can neither annoy his enei-nies nor de
fend his friends, and who is only fit to 
be a scullion! ,vben they are at peace, 
they exercise the virtue of hospitality to 
a degree that might shan1e 1nore po1ished 
nations: if a stranger arrives at any of 
their towns, he enters into the first halJi
tation he pleases, and is sure to be enter
tained ,vith all the family possess. In 
this n1anner he 1night journey fron1 OL{ 

end of the continent to the other. and ne-, 

ver fail a friendly reception. 
But, if their1nanners are gentle in peace; 

they are more dreadful when provoked 
than all the wi1de t an1n1a1s of the fore· ··. 
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Bred up from infancy to suffec no re 

straint, and to give an w1bounded loo::ie 

to all their passions, they kr:ow not w bat 

jt is to forgiYe an injury. They love their 

tribe with a degree of affection that is to

tally unknown in every other country; 

for that they are ready to suffer c\·ery 

barclship and danger; wounds, and pain, 

and death, they despise, as often as the 

interest of their country is concerned; 

but the same attachment renders thcn1 

implacable and unforgi\'ing to all their 

enemies: in short, they see1n to ha Ye all 

the virtues and the Yices of the ancient 

Spartans. 
To one of these tribes, called the Otti-

gamie , was colonel Simmons sent am

bassador, accom pan ictl by a fo w n1ore 

officers, and some pri vatc rn en, among 

\,, hom I h:id the honour to be included. 

"\Ve pursued our march, for several days, 

through forests which seemed to be of 

equal duration with the world jtself. 

Sometines we were shrouded in such ob

scuritv from the thickness of the co\·ert, 
v 
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t kit we could scarcely see the light of 

heaven; so1:ietimes we emerged into spa

cious meadows, bare of trees, and covered 

with the 1nost luxuriant herbage, on 

w liich were feeding immense herds of 

hnff.-1loes: these, as soon as they snuffed 

the approach of men, which they are capa

ble of doing even at a considerable dis

tance; ran "Tith precipitation iuto the sur

rounding woods. l\Iany, however, fell 

beneath our attack, and served us for food 

during our journey. At length we came 

to a wide and rapid riYer, upon whose 

banks we found a party of friendly sa

Yages, with some of whom we embarked 

upon canoes n1ade of the bark of trees, to 

proceed to the country of ti1e Ottigarnies. 

After three days incessant rowing, we 

entered a spacious lake, upon whose banks 

were encamped a considerable part of the 

nation we sought. As \\'c approached 

the shore, they saluted us \1,·ith a volley 

of b:.i.lls from their rn uskets, which whls

tlcd just aboYc our heads without pro

ducing mi"lcbicf. I and s~vcral of the sol-
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diers instantly seized our arms, in1agin
j11g it to be an hostile attack; but our 
leader quitted onr apprehensions by in
fonning us, that this was only a friendly 
8alute with which a nation of warriors re
ceived and welcomed their allies. \Ve 
landed, an<l were instantly conducted to 
the assembly of the chiefs, ·who were sit
ting upon the ground, without external 
pomp or ceremony, with their arms be
side them; but there ,vas in their coun
tenances and eyes an expression of fero
cious grandeur whjch would have daunt
ed the boldest European. ·y cs, gentlemen, 
I have seen the greatest and most power
ful men in n1y own country; I have seen 
them adorned with every external circum
stance of dress, and pomp, and equipage, 
to inspire respect; but ne~:er did I see 
any thing wbich so completely awed the 
soul, as the angry scowl and fiery glance 
of a sa,·age American. 

As soon as our leader entered the circle, 
he produced the calumet, or pipe of peace. 
This is the universal n1ark of friendship 
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,m<l alliance among all the barbarous na

tions of America, and he that bears it, is 

considered with so n1uch respect, that his 

person is alway_s safe. This calumet is 

nothing but a long and slender pipe, orna-

1nented with the most lively and beautiful 

feathers, which are ingeniously fixed 

along the tube; the bowl is composed of 

a peculiar kind of reddish nnrble, and 

filled ,vith scented herbs and tobacco. 

Colonel Simmons lighted · his pipe with 

great solen1nity, and turning the bowl 

first towards the heavens, then to the 

earth, then in a circle round 11im, he be

gan to s1noke. In the n1ean time the 

whole assembly sat with n1ute attention, 

·waiting to hear h1s proposals: for though 

we call t11em savages, yet, in some re

Bpects, they well deserve to he i1nitated 

by more refined nations. In all their meet

ings and assemblies the greatest order and 

regularity prevail; whoe,·er rises to speak 

is sure of being patiently heard to the 

end without the 1east interruption. Our 

leader then began to harangue them ~n 

,I 
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their own· language, ·with which he was 
vcH ac'qaa.inted. I did not understand 

what {,ast, but it was afterwards explain
f•d to me, that he set before thtir eyes the 
iPjuri-es they had mutw:ily rccei,·ed frorn 
the Fi enc h ~~nd the tribes in their alliance 
Ile told them tllat their g;-c,lt father, 
for so these people c;dl the king of Bri
tain, had t;_krn up the h,Ltchet of war, and 
was sending an innun:e,ablc band of war-

1 ;ors tn puni'5ir the insults of his enemies. 
1-Ic told thc1n tbat be had ordered him to 
Yisit the Ottigamies, his dutiful children, 
and 1:;moke with them the pipe of peace. 
IIc invited their youn~~- men to join the 
w~il riors that came from beyond the ocean, 
and who were marching to bury the bones 
of their brethren, who had heen killed bv 
their mutual foes. \rhen lie had con
cluded, he (lung upon the ground a curi- . 
ous string of shells which is called the belt 
-of wampum. This js a necessary circum-
Estance in all the treaties made with these 
triLes. "\Vhoever comes as an ambassa-

•doi1 brings one with bin: to prescrrt to the 

' "'\ 
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people whose friendship is solicited, and if 
the belt is accepted, the proposed alliance 

is considered as entered into. As soon as 

our leader had finished, a chief of a sta

ture supe1 ior to the con1mon race of men, 

and a most determined look, jumped into 

tbe middle of the assembly, and, taking 

up the belt, cried out in their language: 

Let us march, n1y brethren, with the 

young men of our great father. Let us 

dig up the hatchet of war, and reyenge 

the bones of our countrymen; they lie 

unburied, and cry to us for vengeance: 

we will not be deaf to their cries; we will 

shake off all delays; we will approve our

scl ves worthy of our ancestors; ·we will 

<lrin k the blood of our enen1ies, and spread 

a feast of carnage for the the fowls of the 

air and the wild beasts of the forest. 

This resolution was universally approved 

by the whole nation, who consented to 

the war with a ferocious joy. The assem

bly ,vas then dissolved, and the chiefs 

prepared for their in tended march accord-
, 

1n°· to the n1anners of their country. All 

F5 
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the savage tribes that inhabit America are 

accustomed to very little clothing. In

ured to the inclemencies of the weather, 

and being in the constant exercise of all 

their li1nbs, they c:.:1.nnot bear the restraint 

and confinement of an European dress. 

The greater part of their bodies, therefore, 

is naked, and this they paint in various 

fashions, to give additional terror to their 

]ooks. vVhen the chiefs were thus pre
pared they came from their tents, and the 
Jast solemnity I was witness to was dancing 
t11e dance of war, and singing the song of 

death. But what words can convey an 

adequate idea of the furious movements 

and • expressions which anin1ated them 

through the whole of this performance! 
Every man was armed ·with a kind of 

hatchet, which jg their usual weapon in 

battle, and called a tomahawk. Tbis he 
held jn his hand, and brandished through 
the whole of the dreadful spectacle. As 
they went on, their faces kindled into an 

expression of anger which would have 

daunted the boldest spectator. Their 
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gestures seemed to be inspired by frantic 

rage and implacable animosity. They 

moved their bodies with the most violent 

agitations, and it ,vas easy to see they re

pres~ntecl all the circumstances of a real 

com bat. Tbey seemerl to be engaged in 

close or distant battle, and brandished 

their,, ea pons with so much fury, that you 

,vou\d have imagined they ·were going 

every instant to hew each other to pieces·.i 

nor would it have been possible, even for 

the performers themselves of this terrific 

<lance, to have avoided n1utual wounds 

and slaughter, had they not been endued 

with that extraordinary activity which is 

peculiar to savage nations. By intervals 

they increased the horrid sole1nnity of the 

exhibition, by uttering yells that would 

have pierced an European ear with horror. 

I l1ave seen rage and fury under various 

forms, and in different parts of the globe; 

but I n1ust confess, that every thing I have 

seen elsewhere is feeble and contemptible 

when compared with this day's spectacle. 

,vhcn the ,vhole was finished they enter~ 
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tained us at a public fcsti,·al in their ca-• 
b_ins, and when \ve departed, dismissed u 
with these expressive wishes; they prayed 
that the Great Spirit would fit\'Otlr us with 
a prosperous voyage; that he ,vou1d gi-rc 
us an unclouded sky and smooth waters 
by day, and that we might lie do\rn at 
night -on a bea,:er blanket, enjoyi~1g un
interrupted sleep and pleasant dreams; 
and that we n:ight find continual pro
tection under the great pipe of peace.
I h~n·e been thus particular, said the high-
lander, in describing the circumstances of 
this embassy, because you have not dis
dained to hear the story of my adven
tnres; and I thought that this description 
of ~i people -so totally unlike all you have 
b.cc.n accustomed to in Eu rope 111ight not 
pro,·e entirely uninteresting . 
. -,vc ai:e mncl~ obljgcd to you, said 1'1r. 

Ba:rJow, for all these curious particulars, 
which are perfectly conformable to ~dl I I V 

have heard and read upon the sul~ject. 
.1 

7 or can I consider, without a certain lk
grce of admiration, tl:c savage grandeuf 
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of man in his n1ost sirnp1c state. The 

passion for rc\'enge, which 1narks the cha

racter of all uncivilized nations, is cer

tainly to be conden1ncd. 13ut it is one of 

the constant prejudices of their education; 

and 1nany of those that call themselves 

refined ha\·c n1ure to blush at, in that 

respect, than they are ~nnue of. Few, I 

an1 afraid, even in th~ n1os t refined state 

of society, ha,·c arrived at that sublime ge

nerosity, wbich is able to forgive the in

juries of its fellow-creatures, when it has 

the power to repay them; and I see n1any 

around me that are disgraced by the vice~ 

of uncivilized Arnericans, without a claim 

to their virtues. 
I will not fatigue your ears, continue(l 

the highlander, with a recital of all the 

events I was engaged in durino· the pro• 
• b 

gress of the war. The description ot 

blood and carna6 e is al ways disagreeable 

to a hnrnaue mind; and though t11e per

Yer-sity of m.n1kind 111ay sometin1es ren

der w~u a necessary evil, the rernen1brance 

of its mischiefs is ah1, ays painful. I wi11 
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on1y mention one event, continually la
mented in the annals of this country, be
cause it is connected with the 11 nt1111ely 
fate of my noble frieGd and gallant leader. 

It was determined by those who govern
ed, that we should march through the 
woods upon a distant expedition against 

- the French. The conduct of this enter
prise was given to a brave but rash corn-
1nander, totally unacquainted with the 
people he had to oppo~e, and unskilled 
in the nature of a savage war. vVe there
fore Legan our march through the same 
trackless wilds I have descrjbed. YVe pro
ceeded for several days, without any other 
<1ifficu1ties than the nature of the coun
try itself produced, and without seeing 
the face of an enemy. It was in vain 
that officers of the greatest experience, 
and' particularly my worthy colonel, sug
gested to our commander the necessity 
of using every precaution against a dan
gerous and insidious foe. vVar 1s not 
managed, amid the forests of America, in 
the same manner ~s it is conducted upon 
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the plains of Europe. The temper of the 

people there con5pires with the nature of 

the country to render it a continual scene 

of stratagems and surprise. Unincumber

ecl with tents, or baggage, or numerous 

trains of artillery, the hostile warriors set 

out in small and chosen parties, with no

thing but their arms, and are continually 

upon the watch to deceive their enen1ies. 

Long experience has taught them a degree 

of sagacity in traversing the woocl5, which 

to us is inconceivable. Neither the widest 

rivers, nor the n1ost extensive forests, can 

retard them for an instant. A march of a 

thousand miles is scarcely to them a great

er difficulty than the passage of an Euro

pean army between two neighbouring 

to,vns. The woods t hen1sel vcs afford 

them a continual supply of provis1ons, in 

the yarious animals which they kill by 

the chase. ;'\Vhen tbey are near their 

enemies, they frequently lurk all day in 

thickets, for fear of a discoYery, and pur

sue their n1arch by night. l-lundreds of 

tl em sometin1cs pursue their course in 
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the same line, treacling only in each other's 
steps, and the last of the party carefully 
covers over the impi:essions which. his 
fellows have made. ,vhen they are thu:s 
upon the point of accomplishing their pur
p<Jse, the very 11ccessities of nature are 
unheeded; they cease to fire upon the 
beasts of the forest, lest it should alarm 
the foe; they feed upon roots or the bark 
of trees, or pass successi\ e days in a per
fect abstinence fron1 food. All this our 
colonel represented to the general, and 
c011jured him with the strange.st entrea
ties, not to hazard the 'safety of our army 
by an incautious progress. 1-Ie advised 
him to send out numerous detach men ts 
to beat the bushes and examine the 
woods; and offered himself to secure the 
march of the army. But presumption is 
al ,vays blind; our general ,vas unac
quainted with any other than .European 
warfitre, and could not conceive that 
naked savages would dare to attack an 
army of two thousand disciplined troops. 
One morning ·the way before us appeared 

tr 
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more intricate and obscure than con1111on; 

the forests did not as usual consist of lofty 

trees, which afford a to1erab1y clear pros

pect between their trunks, but were com

posed of creeping bushes antl impervious 

thickets. The arm v marched as usual ., 

with the -vain ostentation of militarv dis-., 

cipline, but totally unprepared for the 

dreadful scene which followed. At length . , 

we entered a gloomy valley, surrounded 

on every side by the thickest shade, and 

rendered swampy by the o\·erflowings of 

a little rivulet. In this situation it \\-as 

impossible to continue our march without' 

disordering our ranks; and part of the 

army extended itself beyond the rest, 

while another part of the line involunta

rily fell behind. In the moment while the 

oi11~crs were employed in rectifying the 

disorder of their men, a sudden noise of 

musketry was heard in front, which 

stretched about twenty of our 111cn upon 

the field. The soldiers instinctively fired 

towards the part whence they were at

tacked, and instantly fell back in dis-
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order. Bnt it was equal!y vain to retreat 
or go forward, for it now appeared that 
we were completely hemmed in. On every 
side resounded the fatal pea1s of scat
tering fire, that thinned our ranks and ex
tended our bravest comrades on the earth. 
Figure to yourself a shoal of fishes enclos
ed within the net, that circle in \ ain the 
fatal labyrinth in which they are involved; 
or rather conceive, what I bave myself 
been witness to, an herd of deer surround
ed on every side by a band of active and 
unpitying hunters, that press and gall 
them on every side, and exterminate 
them at leisure in their flight. Just such 
was the situation of our unfortunate 
countryn1en. After~ few unavailing dis
charges, which never annoyed a secret 
enemy that scattered death unseen, the 
ranks were bn,ken, ancl all subordination 
lost. The ground was covered with gasp• 
ing wretches, and stained with blood; the 
woods resounded with cries and groans, 
and fruitless attempts of our gallant offi
cers to rally their men, and check the pro-

' -· 

., 
1' •. o .. 

I" 

I 

•. n 
I 

' I 



SAN Dl'OltD AND MER'l'ON. ' 1 :59 

gress of the enemy. By intervals ,vas 

heard, n1ore shrill, n1ore dreadful than all 

the rest, the dismal yell of the victorious 

savages, that now, emboldened by their 

success, began to leave the covert, and 

hew down those who fled with unrelent

jng cruelty. As to n1yself, the descrip

tion ,vhich our colonel had given 1ne of 

their method of attack, and the precau

tions to be used against it, rendered n1e 

perhaps less disturbed than I should 

otherwise have been. I re1narked that 

those who stood and those who fled ,vere 

exposed to equal danger; those who kept 

their rank and en<leaYoured to repel the 

the enemy, exposed their persons to their 

fi re, a1Hl ,vere successively shot down, as 

lrn.ppened to most of onr unfortunate ofli

cen; ~ \\'hile those who fled frequently 

rushed headlong upon the Yery death they 

sought to avoid. Pierced to the heart at 

the sight of such a carnage of my gallant 

co1nrades, I grew indifferent to life, and 

1bancloned myself to despair; but it was 

a despair that neither irn paired 1ny exer-
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tions i1or rolJlJc<l 111e of the facu !tics of 111/ 
mind. Imitate me, I c1i:d, my gallant 
country1nen, and we shaa yet be safe. I 
then directly ran to the ne:ne..,t tree, and ~ , 

. he1tered my.:elfbd1jnd its stern; convinc-
ed that this precal!tion alone could secur~ 
111e from the incessant ,·ollies which 
darted on C\'ery side. A small 1rnrnbcr 
of highlanders follo-.red my exnrnple, and; 
thus secured, we began to fire with more 
success at the encm), w110 now exposed 
themselves with less reserve. Tliis check 
seemed to astonish and confound them; 
and had not the panic been so general, 
it is possible that tbis succesjful effort 
might have changed the fortune of the 
fight; for in another quarter the provin
cial troops that accompanied us behaved 
·with the oTeatest braYerv and tl10uo·h de-b J' b 
sertcd by tbe Europe~n forces, effected 
their own retreat. 13tit it was now too 
1ate to hope for \·ictory or even safety~ 
th~ ranks were broken on every side, the 
o:reater IJart of'our officers slain or wound-:::, 

cd, and our unfortunate general himself · 
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bad expiated with his life, his fatal rash-

1,css. I cast n1y eyes around, and sa\\

noth1ng but images of death, and horror, 

an<l fra.n tic rage. \ ... et even then the safe-
'"· 

ty of my noble colonel was dearer to me 

than my own. I sought him for some 

time in vain, a1nid the vanous scenes of 

carnage which surrounded 111c. At length, 

I discovered hi111 at a distance, almost 

deserted l>y his men, yet still attempting 

to renew the fight, and heedless of the 

wounds which covered him. Transport

ed with grief and passion, I i1nmediatcly 

darted forward to offer hin1 my feeble sup

port; but in the very instant of 1ny ar

rival, he received a straggling ball in his 

bosom, and, tt)tteri n g to a tree, support

e<l his fainting limbs against the trunk. 

Just in that moment, three of our savage 

enemies observed his situation, and 

n1arked hin1 for their prey; they raised 

their hideous yeil, and darted upon hi1n 

with the speed and fierceness of wolves. 

fury then took possession of my soul; 

had I :possessed a thousand lives I should 
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have held them cheap in the balance:
I fired with so unerring· an aim that I 
stretched the foremost on the earth; the 
second received the point of my bayonet 
in his breast, and fell in the pangs of 
death; the third, daunted with the fate of 
his companions, turned his steps another 
,vay. Just then an horse that had lost 
his rider was galloping along the wood; 
I bounded across the path, and, seizing 
him by the bridle, instantly led him to my 
leader, and conjured him to preserve his 
glorious life. He thanked me in the most 
affectionate 1nanner for my friendship, but 

• bade me preserve my own life. As to my
self, said he, I do not ,vish to survive 1ny 
country's dishonour, and even had I such 
a wish, the ·wounds I have received would 
render all escape impossible. If that is 
your resolutior.1, said I, ·we ,vill die toge
ther, for I swear by the eternal majesty 
of my Creator, that I will not leave you. 

. When he sa-w me thus resolved, he con
sented to use my assistance, and with in
_:finite difficulty I seated hi1n upon the 
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horse, which, holding by the reins, as I 

was then light and active, I guided along· 

the wood with no inconsiderable speed. 

1'01 tnnatdy for n1e, we were not observed 

by any of our saYage enen1ies; so that fly

ing through the thickest part of the fo

rest, we left the danger behind, and were 

soon remo,·ed beyond the sight or hear

ing of tbe battle. Courage, said I, my 

noble leader! you are now ahnost in safe

ty; and I trust you will yet preserve a 

life so necessary to your friends and coun

try. He answered me with the kindest 

expressions, but with a feeble voice: 

Campbell, I have consented to fly more 

for the sake of preserving your life, than 

frorn any hopes of my own. But since 

·we are at a distance from yonder dread

ful scene, permit me to alight; I have con

sumed my small remaining forces in the 

way, and now I faint-fron1 loss uf blood. 

He sunk down at this, and would have 

fallen, but I received him in my anns; 

I bore him to the next thicket, antl strew· 

ing grass and leaves upon the rground, en~ 



deavoured to prepare hirn· a bed. lfe 
thanked me again ,rith gratitude an_d 
tenderness, and grasped my hand as l1e 
Jay in the very agonies of death; for such 
it was, al though I belie,·ed he had only 
fainted, and long tried every ineffectual 
method to restore departed life. Thus 
was I deprived of the noblest officer and 
kindest friend that ever deserved the at
tachment of a soldier; twenty years have 
now rolle<l over me since that inauspi
cious day; yet it Jives for ever in my re-
1nembrance, and never shall be blotted 
from my soul. The highlander then 
turned away to hide a tear which did 11ot 
rnisbecome his n1anly countenance; the 
company seernec.~ all to share h_is griefs, 
but l\iiss Simmons above the rest; how
ever, as the-natural gentleness of her tem
per was sufficiently known, no one sus
pected that she had any particular interest 
jn the relation. 

I sat till night, continued the stranger, 
supporting the breathless body of my co
lonel, and vainly hoping he n1ight return 
to life. At length I perceived that Lis 
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noble soul was fled for ever; my own 

"rounds grew stiff and painful, and ex

hausted nature required a supply of food. 

I therefore arose, and, finding a spring 

that trickled down an hill at no great 

distance, I refreshed myself by a copious 

draught, and washed the clotted blood 

away from the hurts I had received. I 

then crushed s01ne lea,·es, which the in

habitants of that country imagine salu

tary, and bound them on with bandages 

I tore fro1n n1y linen. I also found a few 

wild fruits, which past experience had 

taught n1e were innocent, with which I 

allayed the pains of hunger. I then re

turned to the thicket, and, creeping into 

the thickest part, endeavoured to compose 

n1yself to rest. Strange, gentlemen, as 

it may appear, neither the forlorn nature 

of 1ny situation, nor the dangers with 

·which I ,vas beset, ,vcre sufl:1cicnt to keep 

111e awake. 1"1 v wearied and exhausted ., 

body seemed to triumph over all the agi~ 

tations of 111y 111inc.1; and I s~1nk into a

sleep as deep and profound a tlrnt of 

VOL. III. 
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death itself. I awoke next morning, 
'With the first rays of t11e sun; but, more 
"ornposed, I better understood the difii
culties in "hich I \\·as involYed, and the 
uncertainty of my escape. I \ras in the' 
1niclst of an immense desert, to tall v des ti-., 

tute of human assistance or support. 
Should I n1eet with any of my fellow
creatures, I could expect nothing but im
placable cruelty; and even if I escaped 
their vigilance, Yvhat n1ethod of finding 
.:,ubsistencc, or of 111easuring Lack with
out a guide the long and tedious march 
I had trodden? Hope, however, and the 
vigour of my const1tut:on 1 still supported 
111c. I reflected, that it is the com rnon 
lot of n1a11 to struggle with misfortunes; 
that it is cov1ard ice to j ielcl to evi b, when 
present, the representa.t' on of which had 
not deterr:>d me from voluntari1v em brae-., 

ing the profession of a soldier; and that 
the providence of IIeaven \Vas as capable 
of protecting 1ne in the forests of America, 
as upon my native 111ountains. I there
fore detennined to struggle with the diffi-• 
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culties which surrounded me to the last, 

and to 111eet my fortune like, a n1an. Yet, 

as I still Ly intervals heard the d1sn1al 

cries of thE) e11en1y, and saw their fires at 

a distance, I lay close till nigbt ill the ob. 

scurity of my thicket. ,vhen all was 

dark and still, I ventured abroad, and laid 

in my scanty provision of fruits and herbs, 

and drank again at the spring. The pain 

of n1y wounds began now to abate a lit

tle, though I suffered extremely from the 

cold, as I did not dare to kindle a fire, 

fron1 the fear of discovering myself by 

its light. Three nights and days did I 

lead this solitary life, in continual dread 

of the sayage parties which scoured all 

the ,voods in pursuit of stragg1ers, and 

often past so near n1y place of retr€at, 

that I gave myself over for lost. At length 

upon the fourth evening, fancying my

self a little restored, and that the activity 

of the enemy n1ig·ht be abated, I ventured 

out, and pursued my march. I scarcely 

need describe the Yarious di ffi cult_ies and 

dangers to wl ich I was exposed in such 

GZ 
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a journey; however, I ~till had with me 

my musket; and as 1ny ammunition was 

not quite exhausted, I depended upon the 

woods themselves to supply me with food. 

I tra~:elled the greater part of the night, 

involving n1ygelf still deeper i 11 these in

extricable forests; fm· I w~s afraid to 

pursue the direction of our former march, 

as I imagined the sa,·ages were dispersed 

along the country in pursuit of the fugi

tives. I therefore took a direction as near

ly as I could judge parallel to the English 

settle111ents) and inclining to the south. 

In this manner_I forced my way a~ong the 

\\·oods all night, and with the morning 

had reason to think that I had ad ,·anced 

a considerable dist:1.nce. i\-Iy .wound:s be

gan now to pain me afresh with tbis exer

tion, and compelled me to :illow myself 

some repose. I chose out the thickest 

covert I could find, and shrowding my
self as \vell as I was a1)lc, was suon over

powered by sleep I di<l net awal·c till 

the sun had gained the 111eridian, nnd, 

creeping from my retreat, beheld \Yitb 
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some degree of terror an enorn1ous rattle-

nake that was coiled up full in my way, 

and seemed determined to oppose n1y 

passage. This animal is frequent in the 

southern colonies, and is tbe most po1-

sonous of all the reptiles that haunt the 

woods. I-le is in length fro1n two to six 

feet, beautifully yariegatecl with different 

colon rs; but the the n1ost remarkable cir

cun1stance attending him is a natural 

noise that he produces with eYery motion 

of his tail, and which occ~sions too h1~ 

name. I soon destroyed my hissing foe , 

and taking courage for the first time to 

kin-lie a fire, I roasted him upom the cm

lJers, and made the n1ost delicious meal 

I ever remember, upon his flesh. 

"\ .,.hat, exclaimed Tommy, is it possible 

to eat snakes? I thoug11t they had hccn 

all over poison. ?\faster, rcpicd the high

lander, the want of food will reconcile us 

to rna1iy meats, which we should scarce

ly think eatable. 1 othing has surprisc,..i 

n1c more than to sec the poor, in yarious 

countries: cumpb.ining ot the scarcity (Jf 
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food, yet tbroi,ri 1 :[..:.' aw2v cyery year thon-
"' ._, 1,/ " 

sands of the carc2.::;es ot i1orst1s, which are 
full as wholesome and noL1 rishing as beef-: 
ancl are in many countries !)referred to it. 
But, 1n general, e\·ery anirnal may be 
eaten, and affords a salutary food; as to 
snnkes, the poison ct thern 1s contained in 
the ho11o\v of their teeth. "\Vhcn thev ., 

h:te t~1ey instil their venom into the 
~.~round, wbicb mixes wid1 the blood; and, 
\Y; t botl t a timely remedy, destroys the 
suf.erer. But if you cur off the head, the 
Test of the body is not only ,vholesome 
b nt p::dat:JJle; and I ha·re kno\rn it eaten 
as a d ,~licacy by many inhabitants of the 
coic,11 ies.-Thus refreshed, therefore, ' I 

p1.1rsued 111y march through the same 
thick gloomy country, without 1neeting 
the least appearance of an human crea
ture; and at night I cut with an lrntchet 
that I had about n1e, some b<..1ughs, \\ ith 
which I erected a temporary shc1 tcr. 
The next day, as I WJS pursuing my 
march, I saw a deer bound by me, upon 

'"'·hose shoulders was fixed a fierce and 
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destructive animal that resen1blcs a tiger. 

This creature, ,vhich is about the size of a 

moderate dog, ascends the trees and hides 

himself ainong the branches, till a dee·, 

or any other animal that be can master, 

passes within his reach. Ile then darts 

himself ,vith a sudden spring full upon 

the neck or shoulder of the unfortunate 

animal, ,vhich he continue::i tearing with 

so n1uch violence, that he soon dispatches 

him. This was actually the case with 

the poor deer that passecl me; for he had 

not run an hundred yards before he fell 

down in the agonies of death, and h1s de

stroyer began to regale himself upon the 

IHey. I instantly saw that this \Vas a 

lucky opportunity of supplying myself 

with food for se\·eral days; I therefore 

ran towards the anima1, and by a y1olcnt 

sho11 t made him abandon his victim and re

tire growling into the woods. I then kin

dled a fire with leaves ancl sticks, and, 

cutting off a large slice of venison, I picn

tifully refreshed 111yself for my journey. 

! then packed up as 1nuch of the most 
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Deshy parts of the body as I could con
veniendy carry, and abandoned the rest 
to wild Leasts. In this manner did I 
111arch for several days, without wanting 
food, or seeing any probable encl of my 
fatigues. At length I found a lofty 
111ou11tain brfore me, ,vhich I determined 
to ascend, imagining that such an eleva
tion 111ight enable me to make some use
ful drscon~ries in respect to the nature of 
the conn try I had to traverse, and per
haps present me with some appearances 
of cultivation or inhabitants. I therefore 
ascended with infinite fatigue a rough and 
--tony ascent of several miles, 111 which I 
was frequently obliged to clamber up 
pointed rocks, and ,vork 111y way along 
the edge of dangerous precipices. I how
ever arrived without an accident at the 
top, which was entirely bare of trees, and 
looking round me brheld a wild and de
sert country extended to a prodigiot:s 
distance. F:u as n1y eye could reach, I 
discovered nothing but forests on every 
side but one. There the conn try secmc!l 
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to be more open, though equally uncul

ti,·atcd, and i sa,v n1eadows and savan

nahs opening one beyond another, bound

ed at length by a spacious ri\·er, whose 

encl and beginningwere equally concealed 

fron1 my eye. I \ras now so Yveary of this 

solitary kind of life, tliat I began to con

sider the inhaLitants themselves with less 

apprehension; besides, I thought myself 

out of danger of n1eeting with the hostile 

tribes: and all these people, unless irri

t~tcd by injuries, or stimulated by r€

venge, are perhaps less strangers to the 

rites of hospitality than any civilized na

tion. I therefore reflected, that by di

recting n1y course to the river, and follo,v

ing the direction of its waters, I should 

have the greatest probability of 1neeting 

with some of 1ny fellow-creatures; as the 

natives build their villages near lakes and 

streams, and choose their banks as a resi

dence, ·when they are employed in hunting. 

I therefore descended the mountain, 

and entered the level district which I sa,v 

before me. I n1archcd along an open 

G!J 
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champaign country for se,·eral hours, co
veredoverwitha rank species of grass, and 
beheld numerous herds of buffaloes graz
ing all around. It ,vas here that an ac:
ciclent befel me, which I will relate for 
.its singularity, both in respect to the dan
gers I incurred, and my method of es
cape. As I was thus journeying on, I 
discovered a prodigious light that seemed 
to efface the sun itself, and streak the skies 
·with an angry kind of illumination. I 
looked round me to discover the cause of 
this strange appearance, and beheld ,vith 
equal horror and astonishment, that the 
whole country behind was in flames. In 
order to explain this event, I must ob
se-rve, that all the plains in America pro
duce a rank, lux uriau t vegetation, the 
juices of which are exhausted by the heat 
of the summer's sun; it is then as inflam
:mable as straw or fodder; and when a ca
.sud spark of fire communicates with it, 
_the flame frequently dri\ es before the 
wind for miles together, and consume~ 
every thing it meets. This ,vas actually 
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the case at present; far as my eye could 

reach, the country was all i11 flames; a 

po,verful wind added fresh fury to the fire-, 

and drove it on ,vith a degree of swift

ness which precluded all possibility of 

flight. I must confess that I ,vas struck 

with horror at the sudden approach of 

a death, so new, so dreadful, so unex

pected. I saw it was in vain to fly; the 

tlaming line extended for several n1iles on 

every side, and advanced with such Yelo

ci ty, that I considered 111y fate as inevi

table. I looked round me ,vith a kind of 

mute despa1r, and began to envy the fate 

of rny comrades who had fallen by ho

nourable wounds in battle. Already did 

the conflagration scorch me in its approach, 

accompanied by clouds of smoke that al

most suffocated me with their baneful va

pour. In this extre1nity, fortune pre

sented to n1y 1nincl an instantaneous 

thought, which, perhaps, was the only 

possible n1ethod of escape. I considered 

tha~!notbing could stop the conflagration 

but an actual want of matter to continue 
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it; and therefore, by setting fire to the 
vegetables before 111e, I might follow my 
owu path in safety. I hope, gentlemen, 
that during the course of a long life, you 
,vilJ never have occasion to experience 
the pleasure which the first glance of this 
expedient afforded to my mind. I saw my
self snatched, beyond expectation, from a 
strange and painful death, and instantly 
pu!led out,witha trembling hand, the flint 
and steel upon which 111y presen·ation 
,vas to depend. I struck a light, and pre
sently kindled the d1 ;est gra~s before me: 
the confbgration spread along the coun
try; the wind drove it on with inconcei\·
·ablc fury, nnd I saw the pllth of 1ny cle
LYcr· nee open befi)rc my eyes. In a few 
seco.,ds a cons;der,Lblc vac~ncy was Lurnt 
before rr.r, wh1c.:h I travcr ed with the 
~peed · of a man that flies from jnstant 
death. .iVly feet ,vere scorched with the 
61owing soil, and several times had I Leen 
nearly sufiocated with the drift of the 
pursuing smoke; but every step- I made 
convinced me oT th~~ certainty of my es-
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cape, and, in a li tt1e time I stopped to 

consider at leisure the conflagration I had 

aYoidcd ;_ ,vhich, after proceeding to the 

point whence I set out, was extinguished, 

as I had foreseen, and deli,·ered me from 

all ap Hebcnsion. 

I declare, said Tommy, this is the most 

cxtraor<linary thing I ever i1eard; and 

yet I can ca~i \y conceive it, for I once 

saw some n1cn set fire to th~ heath a11d 

furzes upon the common, and they burnt 

so fm·ionsly that I was quite afraid to 

con1c near the flame. 

I pursued nJy way, contin icd the bi;;h

lander, oYcr the smoking soil, which I 

hacl rendered bare to a considerable ex

tent, and lodged at night, tiS 11sua1, nndcr 

son1c boughs which I stuck u) to defend 

me. In 'the morning I set out again, and 

soon arrived at a spacions lake, upon 

whose banks I could p1ainly discern the 

signs of an American cncampn.cnt. I 

he:sita.ted some time, whether I should 

ag:a1a conceal n1yself in the \Voods, or de~ 

1ivcr n1vself np to their n1crcv. But I 
., 
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considered that it.was impossible long to 
continue this wandering life; and that, 
in the end, I n1ust have recourse to some 
of these sa,·age tribes for assistance. 
vVhat, therefore, must be done at last, it 
was fruitless to delay; I had every rea
son to imagine that the people before me 
must either be favourable to Great Britain, 
or at least indifferent to the war; and in 
either case, from the experience I possest 
of the manners of the natives, I did not 
think I had much to fear. I therefore 
<letermined to hazard every thing upon 
the probability of a favouraLle reception, 
and, collecting all my resolution, I 
marched boldly forward, and soon ar
rived at the encampn1cnt. As soon as I en
tered the villa~e, the women and children 
gathe, cd round me with the curiosity 
natural to mankind at the sight of an un
accustomed object. I formed a favoura
ble conjecture from this apparent igno
rance of Europeans, and walking on with 
a compo..,ed step and steady countenance, 
I at length entered into one of the 

\1 

.t 
+' .. , 
• . , 

,l, 

ot 



SANDFORD AND :MERTON. 159 

largest cabins I could find. When I was 

witbin, I saw a venerable old 1nan, whom 

I took to be a chief from his appearance, 

5itting at his ease upon the ground, and 

sn1oking. I s1luted hi1n with all the cour

tesy I was able, and placed myself upon 

the ground, at some little distance, wait

ing with inward anxiety, but external 

composure, for hin1 to begin the conver

sation. .After he had eyed 1ne for some 

time with fixed attention, but without 

either sternness or anger, he calmly took 

the pipe from his n1outh and presented 

it to 111e. I received it with infinite sa

tisfaction; for, as I have before remarked, 

tbis is always with the American tribes 

the firmest pledge of peace and a friendly 

reception. \Vhen we had thus been 

~eated for some time in mutual contem

plation of each other, he asked me; in a 

dialect which I understood tolerably weH, 

to eat. I did not think it prudent to re

fuse any offered civility, and therefore ac

cepted the offer; and, in a little time, a 

young woman who was in the bJck part 

of the hut, set before me some broiled fish 
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and parched n1aize. · After I had eaten, 
my friendly host inquired into my coun

try anc~ tbe reasons of my visit. I was 

just enough acquainted with the langnage 

he spoke to be able to understand hi,I1, and 

to give an jntelligible, thougb imperfect 

answer. I therefore explained to him, as 

well as I was able, that I bad crost the 
great water, with the warriors of the 

king of Britain; that we had been com-

pelled to take up the hatchet against the 
French and their allies, and that we 

had actually set out upon an expedition 
against their colonies; but that we had 

been surprised by a lurking party in the 

,voods; that in the conft1.c,ion of the fight 

I had been separated from the rest, and 

had wandered several days through the 

,voods in search of my comrades; and 

that now seeing the tents of my brethren 
the red 1nen, I had come to visit them, 

and smoke the pipe of peace in their com
pany. All this I wjth some difficulty ex

plained to my en tertaincr, who listened 

to me with great attention, and then 

bade me welcon1e in the name of his na-
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tion, ,rhich he told me was called the Sau
kies; he added, that their young n1en 
were dispersed through the woods, hunt

ing the deer and buffalo; but they ,vould 

soon retnrn loaded with provisions, and 

in the n1ean time I might share his cabin, 

and such provisions as he could command. 

I thanked him for his offer, and remained 

several days in his hut, always entertain

ed with the same hospitality, until the 
return of the young men from hunting. 

They came at last in several boats, along 

the lake, bringing with then1 a considera

ble quantity of wild beasts which they 
had killed. I was received by all the trilJe 

with the same hospitality I had expe

rienced fron1 the old chief; and, as it was 
necessary to gain their friendship as n1uch 

as possible, I joined then1 in all their 

hunting and fishing· parties, and soon ac~ 

quired a. considerable degree of skill u1 

both. 
Hunting itself has somcting cruel in 

the practice; it is a species of war ·which 
ve \vage with brute anin1als for thei i· 
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f>poiis; but ifever it can be co.:.1siderec! as ex~
cusabie, it i-, in thc~c s?,vage nat1ons, who 
ha\·c, recourse to it fo.· their subsistence. 
They are acti ,"C, bold, and dexterons, to 
such a degree, in all these exercises, that 
none of the wild animals t11ey attack bani~ 
.the smalle~t chance of esc1pe. Their par
ties generaHy consist of almo~t all the 
youth of their nation, who go in a body 
to particular distrjcts Yrhere they know 
game is plentiful. Their common rnetuod 
is, when they are arrived at a spot which 
abounds in deer or buflalocs, to di$pcrse 
themselves through the woods; and then, 
alarming the beasts in the neighbour
hood, they drive them with shouts and 
<logs towards some common place,. which 
is al ways in the middle of all their parties. 
·\Vhen they have thus roused their prey, 
the various squadrons gradually advance 
towards the centre, tiH they unite in a 
circle, and enclose a prodigious numuer 
of frightened animals. '1 hey then attack 
them either with fire-arms or arrows, and 
shoot them down successive1J. By these 
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111eans they are sure, in a single day, to 

destroy a prodigious number of different 

beasts. But it sometimes happens, that 

·while they are engaged in the chase of 

other animals, they become a prey then1-

sel ves to their enemies; \vho take this 

method of surprising them in the woo<ls, 

and gratifying their resentn1ent. This 
was actually the case with n1y friends, 

the Saukies, and produced a surprising 

event; the consequence of which was 

my return to the English colonies in 

safety. 
The Saukies had been long at war with 

the Iroquese, a powerful tribe of Northern 

Americans in the interest of the French. ' 

The Iroquese had received intelligence of 
the situation o{ the Saukies' encampment, 

and determined to surprise them. For 

tbis purpose, a thousand warriors set out 

by a secret nrn.rch through the woods► 

and travelled with the silence and cele

rity which are peculiar to all these na

tions. "\Vhen they had near1y approached 

the hunting grounds of their enemies, 

they lw ppc1 ed to be discovered upon 
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their march by four warrior6 o:( anothc·· 
nation, who instant1,v suspected their de
sign, and, running with greater diligence 
than it was possible so large a body could
inake, arrived at the encampment of the 
Saukie.s, and informed them of t11e near 
approach of their enemies. A great conn-· 
cil was instantly assernbled to delibe
rate upon tl1e choice of proper measures 
for their defence. As thev were incun1-.., 

bered by their families, it was impractica
ble to retreat with safety; and it seemed 
equally difficult to resist so large a force 
with inferior numbers. vrhilc they were 
in this uncertainty, I considered the na
ture of thci r situation, and had the good 
fortune to find out a resource, which be
ing communicated to my friend the chief, 
and adopted by the nation, was the mean 
of their safety. I ohse1Tcd that the pas
sa6·e to the Saukic camp for the Iroqucse 
lay along a narrow slip of land which ex
tended for near a rn ile between two lakes. 
I therefore ad vised the Saukies to cast 
up' a stt'o:1g bar ri r r at the end of the pas
s::i~ c; which I sho\\Tcl them ho,1· to 
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· trengthen with ditches p2.lisa<les, and 

~01ne of the improvements of European 

fortific~tion. 1 heir 1~ umber of warriors, 

amounted to about four hundred; these 

I diYide<l into equal parts, and leaving 

one to defend the lines, I placed the other 

1n ambuscade along the neighbouring 

woods. Scarcely were these dispositions 

finished before the lroquese appeared, and 

imagining they were rushing upon an un

guarded foe, entered the defile ,, ithout 

hesitation. As soon as the whole body 

,vas thus imprudently engaged, the other 

party of the Sau kies started from their 

hiding places, and running to the entrance 

of the strait, threw up in an instant ano

_thcr fortification, ancl hacl the satisfaction 

.to see the whole force of their ene111ies 

thus circumvented and caught in a trap. 

The Iroquese soon perceived the difficul

ty and danger of escape. They however 

behaved with that extn:ordinary compo

sure which is the peen liar characteristic 

-0f this people on every occasion. The 
lu.kcs were at that time frozen over, yet 
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not so hard as to permit then1 to effect a 

passage over the ice; and though a tha \V 

succeeded in a short time, it was equally 

impracticable to pass by swimming, or on 
rafts. Three days, therefore, the Iroqucse 

remained quiet in this disagreeable situa

tion; and, as if they had nothing to ap
prehend, diverted themseh·es all this time 
,vith fishing. On the fourth morning 

they judged the ice sufficiently dissolved 
to attempt their escape; and therefore, 
cutting clown some trees which gre,v 

upon the strait, they formed them into 
rafts, and embarked their \Yhole force. 
But this could not be done without the 
knowledge of the S;:iukies, ,,.,ho dispatch

ed a consider1ble body of warriors to op

pose their landing. It is unnecessary to re

late all the horrid particulars of the en

gagement which ensued; I will only 
mention that tbe Iroquese at length ef:. 
fectetl their landing with the loss of half 

their nurn her, and retreated precipita~eiy 

to their own country, leaving behind 
then1 all the furs and skins ,vhich they 
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~had taken in their hunting. The share 

r had had in this success gained n1e the 

friendship of alt the nation; and, at n1y 

desire, they sent some of their young n1en 

to guide 1ne through the woods to the 

English settlements, and took tbcir leave 

of me with eYery expression of esteem, 

and a considerable present of valuable 

furs. 

These, gentlemen, are the n1ost impor

tant and interesting of my adventures; 

and as I have already trespassed too long 

upon your patience, I shall hasten to con
clude my story. After this, I was ern

ployecl in various parts of America and 
the ,vest Indies, during the rest of the 
war. I suffered hardsbips and difficulties 

1nnurnerab1e, and acquired, as my father 
had foretold, a little wisdom at the 

price of a considerable qLrnntity of blood. 
\Vhen th~ ·war ,vas ended, I found my

self nearlv 1n the same situation as I ., 

·began, except the present of n1y friendly 
1 

Americans, which I had turned into 

n1oney and remitted to Eng1and. I 

therefore now began to feel n1y n1ili-
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tary enthusiasm abated, and having per

mission to leave the service, I embracell 

that opportunity of returning to n1y 
country, fu tly determined to spend the 

rernJinder of 111y life an1id my family and 

friends. I found n1y father and n1other 

still living, who recei\ed me in the fond

est n1anner. I then employed the little 
fund I had acquired to stock a farm, 

which I hired in the neighbourhood, and 

where I imagined my care and industry 
,vould be sufficient to insure us all a com

fortable subsistence. So111e little time 
after, I 111arried a virtuous and ind us tri

ous young woman, the 1nother of the un

fortunate children who are so rnuch in

debted to your bounty. For some time 

I made a shift to succeed tolerably well: 

but at length the distresses of my coun
try increasing, I found myself involved 
1n the deepest poverty. Several years 
of uncommon severity destroyed my 
cattle, which is the chief support of 

•the highlanders, and rotted the scanty 

crops, whjch were to supply us with food, 

Cr . • 
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't1pon the ground. I cannot accuse my
self of either voluntary unthriftiness, or 
neglect of 111y business; but there arc 
some situations in which it seen1s j111pos
sible for hun1an exertion to stem the tor
rent of n1isfortune. But wherefore 
should I give pain to such kind and wor
thy benefactors, by a detail of all the 1ni
series which I, and 111any of n1y poor 
countrymen, ha,,e endured?-! will there
fore only 111ention, that after having suf
fered, I think, every distress ,vhich hu
n1an nature is equal to support; after hay
ing seen 1ny tender parents, and bst, my 
dear, unfortunate wife, perish hy the hard~ 
.ships of our iituation, I took the resolu 
tion of for ever abandoning a :oun try 
which seemed incapable of supporti11g· its 
inhabitants. I thought tbat the milder 
climate and more fertile soil of America 
1nigbt perha1r enable a wretched \\·a11-

derer, ,vho asked no more than foocl for 
his starring children, to drag on a littie 
longer, a 1niserable life. ,rith this idea: 
I sold the remainder · of n1y ~tock, and 

VOL. JII. R 
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after having paid whatever was due to 

n1y landlord, I found I had just enough 

to transport myself and family into eter

nal banishment. I reached a sea-port 

town, and embarked with my children on 

board a ship tliat was setting sail for Phi
ladelphia. Dut the same ill fortune seem

ed still to accompany my :5teps; for a 
dreadful storm arose, which, after haying 

tost our vessel during seYeral days, ·wreck

ed us at length upon the coast. All the 

crew, indeed, escaped, and with infinite 

difficulty I saved these dear, hut misera

ble infants, who now accompany me; but 

when 1 reflect upon rn y situation, in a 

distant country, without resources, friends, 

or hopes, I am almost inclined to think 

that we might all have been happier in 

the bosom of the ocean. 

Here the highlander finished his story, 

and all the company were affected with 
the recital of his distresses. They all en
deavoured to con1fort hi111 with the kind

est expressions and promises of assist

ance; but l\.1iss Simmons, after she had 
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with some difficulty con1posed herself 
enough to speak, asked the man if his 
name ,vas not Andrew Campbell. The 
highlander answered with some surprise, 
it was. Then, said she, you will find that 
you have a friend, who111, as yet, you are 
not acquainted w·ith, who has both the 
ability and the will to serve you. That 
friend, added she, seeing all the company 
were astonished, is no other than my un
cle. That Colonel Simmons, ,vhon1 you 
have described ,vith so n1uch feeliug and 
affection, was brother to 1ny father, and 
consequently uncie to n1yself. It is no 
,vonder that the memory of such a man • 
should be venerated by all his relations. 
I have often heard my uncle speak of his 
untin1ely death as the gre::i,test 1nisfortune 
,vhich ever happened ro our fainily; and 
I have often seen him read, with tears in 
his eyes, 111any of his brother's letters, in 
,vhich he speaks with the greatest affec
tion of his faithful highlander, An<lre\V 
Campbell. 

At these words the poor highlander~ 
II ~ 
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unable to express the strong emotions o~ 

his mind, spraug forward in a suddeu 

transport of joy, and, ,rithout considera

tion of circumstances, caught l\iiss Sim-

111ous in his arms, exclaiming at the same 

time, Praised be God for this happy ancl 

unexpected 1neeting ! Bles.:,ed be 111y 

shipwreck itself: that has given n1c an 

opportunity of seeing, before I die, some 

of the blood of my dear and worthy co

lonel! And perceiving .J.liss Simn1ons con

fused at this abrupt and unexpected sa

lutation, he added, in tbe most respectful 

111anner: Pardon me, my honoured young 

lady, for the improper liberty I liaye ta

ken; but I ·was not master 0f 111ysclf to ., 

find, at a time when I thought myself 

the most forlorn and miserable of the 

human race, that I was in company with 

the nearest relation of the man, that, after 
n1y own father, I have always loved and 

reverenced most. ).J iss Sim1nons an

swered with the greatest affabilitv,thatshc 
~ ~ 

freely excused the warm th of his affection; 

and that she would that very day acquaint 
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her uncle with thi-, extraordinary event; 

who, she did not doubt, would come over 

with the greatest expedition to sec a per

son who111 he knew so well by nan1e, and 

who could inform him of so rnany parti

culars of her uncle. 

And no,v the con1pany being separated, 

Tommy, ,vho had listened with silent at

tention to the story of the highlander, 

ook an opportunity of following !"Ir. 

Barlow, ,vho was walking out: and when 

he perceiYed they ,vere alone, he looked 

.at him as jf he had some weighty 111atter 

to disclose, but was unable to give it ut

terance. :'dr. Barlow, therefore, turned 

towards hin1 ,vith the greatest kincl

ness, and taking hi111 tenderly by th~ 

hand inquirc<l ·what he wished. Indeed, 

sir, a1 swercd Tommy, ,almost crying, I 

an1 scarcely able to tell you. But I have 

been a very bad and ungrateful boy, 3.nd 

I am afraid you no longer have the same 

affection for n1c. 

l\ITI .. BARLO"W. 

If you arc sensible of your faults, my 
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1ittle friend, that is a very great step to
,vards amending tben1. Let 1ne therefore 
know what it is, the rcco1lection of ,-vhich 
distresses you so 1n uch, aucl if it is in rny 
power to assist in m[lking you easy, there 
is nothing, I am sure, which I shall be 
inclined to refuse you. 

TO:i\11\IY. 

Oh, sir! your speaking to n1e with so 
111uch goodness hurts me a great deal more 
than if you were to be very angry. For 
when people are angry and passionati:>, one 
does not so n1uch 111ind what they say. 
But when you speak with so n1uch kind
ness, it seems to pierce n1e to the very 
heart, because I know I have not de
served it. 

MR. BARLOW. 

But if you are sensible of having com
n1itted any faults, you may resolve to be
have so well for the future, that you n1ay 
deserve every body's friendship and es
teem. Few people are so perfect as not 
to err sometimes; and if you arc convinc
ed of your errors, you will be n1ore cau-
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tious how you give way to thcn1 a second 

time. 
TO:\L\IY. 

Indeed, sir, I am very happy to bear 

you say so-I will then tel1 you every 

thing which lies so heavy upon my n1ind. 

You must know then, sir, that, although 

I have lived so long with you, and, during 

~11 that time, you have taken so much 

pa~ns to improve me in every thing, and 

teach me to act well to every body, I had 

no sooner tit1itted your sight, than I be

came, I think, a worse boy than ever I 

·was before. 
MR. IlA R r,o,v. 

But why do you judge so severely of 

yourse1f, as to think you were become 

,vorse than ever? Perhaps you ha Ye been 

a iittle thoughtless and giddy, and these 

arc faults which I cannot ,vith truth say 

you were ever free from. 
TOMMY. 

1. r o, sir, what I have been guilty of is 

infinitely worse than ever. I have always 

been very giddy an<l very thoughtless; 
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but I ne,·er imagined I could have been 
the most insolent and ungrateful uoy in 
the' world. • 

l\Ill. BARLOW. 

You frighten me, my liltle friend.-Is 
.it possible you can have committed ac
tiOJJs that deserve so harsh a name? 

TO?lli\I Y . 

·you mqstjudgc yourself, sir; for now 
I have begun, I am determined to tell iou 
all. You know, sir, that when I fitst 
~ame to you, I had an high opinion of 
myself for being born a gentleman, and 
a very great contempt for every body in 
an in.terior station. 

UR. BAHLOW. 

I n1ust confess you have always had 
some tendency to both those follies. 

TO)LUY. 

)"'"es, sir; but yon have so often laughed 
at me upon the subject, and shown me the 
folly of people's imagining thcmselYes 
}letter than others, without any n1erit of 
their own, that+ was grown a little wiser. 
Besides, I have so ofteu obscn'cd that 
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those I despised could do a variety of 

things ,vhich I was ignorant of, while 

those who are vain of being gentlemen 

can do nothing useful or ingenious, that 
I had begun to be ashamed of 111y folly. 

But since I caine hon1e, I kept con1pany 

,vith a great n1any fine young gentlemen 

and ladies that thought thcn1selves supe

rior to all the rest of the ,vorlcl, and used 

to despise every one else, and they have 

1nade me forget every thing I learned 

before. 
:MR. B.ARLO"W. 

Perhaps then I ·was 111istaken, ,vhen I 
taught you that the greatest n1erit any 
person could have, is to be good and use

ful; these fine young gentlen1en and la
dies n1ay be wiser, and have given you 

better lessons. If that is the case, you 

will have great reason to rejoice that you 

ha,1 e changed so 111uch for the better. 

TOl\BIY. 

No, sir, no; I never thought thern ei

ther good or wise; for they know nothing 

but how to dress their hair and buckle 

JI 5 
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their shoes. But they persuaded n1e that 
it was necessary to be polite, and talked to 
nle so often upon the subject, that I could 
not help believing them. 

1\IR. BARLOW. 

I am very glad to hear that; it is neces
sary for every body to be polite. They 
therefore, I suppose, instructed you to be 
n1ore obliging and civil in your 111anners 
than ever you \Vere before. Instead of do
ing you any hurt, this will be the greatest 
i1nprovement you can receive. 

TOl\11\IY. 

No, sir, quite the contrary-Instead of 
teaching n1e to be civil and obliging, they 

·have made me ruder and worse behaved 
than ever I ,vas before. 

1H R, BARLOV/. 

If that js the case, I fear these fine 
yonng gentlemen and ladies undertook to 
teach you mo1e t11an they understood 
the1nsel vcs. 

T0 .. 1:\-IY. 

Indeed, sir, I am of the same opinion 
n1yse1f. Ent I did not think so then, 
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and therefore I did ,vhatever I observed 

then1 do, and talked in the san1e 1nanner 

as I heard them talk. They used to be 

al ways laughing at I-Jarry Sandford; and 

I grew so foolish that I did not choose to 

keep company \vith him any longer. 

1\IR. IlAHLOW. 

That ,vas a pity, because I an1 con

vinced he really loves you. llowever, it 

is of no great consequence, for he has em

ployment enough at hon1e; and, however 

ingenious you may be, I do not think 

that he will learn how to manage his land, 

or raise food, from your conversation. It 
will, therefore, be better for him to con

verse ,vith farn1ers, and leave you to the 

society of gentlemen. Indeed, this, I 

know, has always been his taste; and had 

not your father prest him very much to 

accon1pany you home, he would have 

liked n1uch better to avoid the visit. 

However, I will inform him that you have 

gained other friends, and advise him, for 

the future, to avoid your company. 

TOMMY. 

0 h, sir! I did not think you could be 
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so cruel. I love Harry Sandford better 
than any other boy in the ,vorld, and I 
shall never be happy till he forgives me 
all ~11y bad beha ~·iour, and con ,·erses with 
111e again as he used to do. 

MIL B.A RLO"\L . 
But then, p.erluips, you n1ay lose the 

acquaintance of ~11 those polite young 
gentlemen and ladies. 

TO::.\I:!\IY. 

I care very little about that, sir. But, 
I fear, I have behaved so ill, that he 
11ever wVl. be able ,to foxgi,·e me and love 
n1e ~s 11.e did formerly. 

Tommy ther\ ,rent on, and repeated 
vith g1:eat e_·rwtness the story of his jn

solenct; and ing ratituclc, ,vhich had so 
great~ ~ •effect pon him, that he burst. 
jnto tGf ·s and crjed a con~i "rable tin1e. 
He t.hen concluded with asking ::\Ir. Bar-
1.ow jf ,he thbL!ght 1-Iarry would be ever 
able to f0rgivc hir-1. 

11:IIL BAR LO \V. 

I c~nno~ ~<.>n<; al from, yon, my little , 
friend, tlnt you .ha ·!:- ac ted very ill in
deed. in thi& aff:air. However, if you are 
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really ashamed of a11 your. past conduct, 

and determined to act better, I do not 

doubt that so generoqs and good-natured 

a boy as Harry is, will forgivG you all. 

TO.Ml\IY. 

Oh
1 

sir! I should be the happiest crea

ture in the world-'Vill you be so kind 

as to bring him here to-day? and you 

shall see how I will behave . 

.:\Ill. BAH.LOW. 

Softly, Tommy, softly. "\Vhat is Harry 

to come here for? Have you not insu 1ted 

and abus~<l him, wjthuut reason; and at 

last, proceeded so far as to strike h1111, 

only because he was giving you the best 

advice, and endeavouring to preserve you 

from danger? Can you i111agine that any 

hu1nan being will con1e to you in return 

for such tre,1trncnt? at least till yo 11 bave· 

convinced - hin1 that you are ashamed 
~' 

. of your passion and i1~justice, and that 

lie 111ay. c..;pcct better usage for the fu· 

turc. 
TO:i\11-IY. 

~vhat than 11lllSt l do, sir? . , 
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l\IR. BARLOW. 

If you \Vant any future connection with 
Harry Sandford, it is your business to go q 
to hin1 and tell l1im so. 

TO.l\Il\I Y. 

What, sir! go to a farmer's, to expose 
myself before all his family? . 

l\IR. BARLO\r. 

Just no,v you told me you were ready 
to do every thing, and yet you cannot 
take the trouble of visiting your friend 
at his own house. You then imagine 
that a person does not expose himself by 
acting wrong, but by acknowledging and 
an1ending his faults! 

TO:i.\Il\IY. 

But what would every body say, if a 
young gentleman like n1e \Vas to go and 
beg pardon of a tanner's son? 

1\HL BARLOW. 

They ,vill probably say, that you have 
1nore sense and gratitude than they ex
pected. How·ever, you are to act as you 
please; ,vith the sentiments you still 
seen1 to entertain, Harry will certainly 
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be a very unfit companion, and you ·will 

do much better to cu1ti\·ate the new ac

quaintance you have 111ade. 

l\·Ir. Barlow ,,Tas then going away, but 

Ton1n1y burst again into tears, and begged 

him not to go; upon which 1\Ir. Barlow 

said, 1 do not want to leave you, Tomn1y, 

but our conYersation is now at an end. 

You have asked my adYice, which I have 

giyen yon freely. I have told you how 

you ought to act, if you would preserve 

the cstecn1 of any goocl or sensible friend, 

or prevail upon IIarry to excuse your 

past behaviour. But as you do not ap

proye of what I suggested, you 111ust 

follow your own opinions. 

Pray, sir, pray, sir, ·said Tommy, sob

bing, do not go. I have used Harry

Sanclforcl in the n10st barbarous manner; 

n1y father is i1ngry with 111e; and if yott 

desert me, I shall haye no friend left in 

the world. 
:\IR. BARLOW. 

That will be your own fault, and there

fore you ,v1ll not deserve to be pitied. 
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Is it not in your own power to prese1Te all 
your friends, by an honest confession' of 
your faults? Yonr father will be pleased, 
I-Iarry Sandford will heartily forgive you, 
and I shall retain the . ame good opinion 
of your character ,vhich I have long had. 

TCl\DIY. 

An<1 is it really possible, sir, that you 
~houid have a good opinion of me, after 

all I have told you abou~ myself? 
MR. BARLOW. 

I have always thought you a 1itt1e vain 
and careless, I confess; but, at the ,ame 
time, I imagined you h~d both good 
se,1se and generosity in your character; 
I depended upon the first to make you sec 
your faults, and upon the second to cor
rect them. 

TO::\.IMY. 

Dear sir, I an1 very much obliged to 
you: but you hai:e always been extremely. 
kind and friendly to 1ne. 

1\IR. 13.A RLOW. 

- And, therefore, I told yotff father yes
terday, who is very nn ch hurt at your 
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quarrel with Harry, that though a sudden 

passion n1ight have transported you too 

far, yet, ,vhen you came to consider the 

111atter coolly, you would perceive your 

find ts and acknowledge then1; ,vere you 

not to behave in this 111anner, I owned I 
could say nothing in your favour. And 

I was very 111ucl~ confirmed in this opi

nion, ,,·hen I saw the courage you exert-

. ed in the rescue of :Harry's la1nh, and the , 

compassion you felt for the poor high

lander. A boy, said I, who has so 111any 

excellent djspositions, can neYer persist 

in bad behaviour. He may do wrong by 

ncciclent, but he will be ashamed of his 

errors, and endeavour to repair them by 
a frank and generous acknowledgement. 

'fhis has always been the conduct of 

really great and elevated n1inds; while 

mean and grovelling ones alone imagine 

that it is necessary to persist in faults 

they ha\'e once con1111itted. 

TO~DIY. 

Oh, sir!-I will go directly, and en

trcJt liarry to forgive me; I am con .. 
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vincecl that all yon say is right-But 
· will you not go with me? Do, pray, sir, 
be so goocl.-

l\IR. BARLO,V. 

Gently, gently, my g 0d friend; you 
are al ways for doing e\·ery thiug in an in
stant. I am very glad you h~ ve taken a 
resolution which will do you so_ much 
credit, and give so much sati::ifaction to 
your own mind: but before you execute 
it, I think it will be necessary to speak 
to your father and mother upon the sub
ject, and, in the n1ean time, I will go 
and pay a visit to farmer Sandford, ~nd 
bring you an account of Harry. 

TOl\!1\IY. 

Do, sir, be so good; and tell Harry, if 
you please, that there is nothing I desire 
so 111uch as to see him; and that nothing 
shall ever make me be_have ill again. I 
have heard too, sir, that there was a poor 
black, that came begging to us, ,vhq 
saved Harry from the bull; if I could 
but find hin1 out, I ,vould be good to hin1 
as long as I live. 
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l\Ir. Barlow comn1ended Tommy very 
1nuch for dispositions so full of gratitude 
and goodness; and taking leave of him, 
went to con1municate the conversation 
he had just had to l\Ir. Merton. That gen

tleman felt the sincerest pleasure at the 
account, and entreated l\Ir. Barlow to go 

directly to prepare Harry to receive his 
son. That little boy, added he, has the 
noblest n1ind that ever adorned an hun1an 

being; nor shall I be ever happy till I see 

my son acknowledging all his faults, and 

entreating forgiveness: for, ,vith the vir
tues that I have discovered in his soul, he 

appears to me a 1nore eligible friend and 

companion than noblemen or princes. 

l\1r. Barlow, therefore, set out on foot, 
though Mr. l\Ierton ,vould have sent his 
carriage and servants to attend him, and 
soon arrived at lVIr. Sanclford's farm. It 
was a pleasant spot, situated upon the 

gentle declivity of an hill, at the foot of 
which winded along a swift and clear 
little stream. The house itse1f was small, 

hut warm and convenient, furnished with 
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the greatest simplicity, but 111anaged with 
per~ect neatness. As n1r. Barlow ap
proached, he saw the Olvner himself guid
ing a plough through one of his O\Vn fields, 
and Harry, who had now resumed the 
farmer, directed the horses. But when 
he 1,aw l\1Ir. Barlow coming across the 
fie id, he stopped his team, and letting fall 
his whip, sprang forward to n1eet him 
·with all the unaffected eagerness of joy. 
As soon as Harry had saluted Mr. Bar
low, and inquired after J1is health, he 
asked hin1 with the greatest kindness af-. 

~ 

ter Ton1my; for I fancy, sir, said he, by 
the way ,vhich I see you con1c, you have 
been at lvlr. l\ierton's house. Indeed I 
have, replied )Ir. Barlow; but I am very 
sorry to find that Tommy and you are not 
upon as good terms as you forn1erly ,vere. 

HARRY. 

Indeed, sir, I ain very sorry for it my
self. But I do not know that I have 
given master l\ierton any reason to change 
his sentiments about n1c: and though I 
do not think he has treated 1 le as ,veli , 
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as he ought to do, I have the greatest 

desire to hear that he i::i ,vel1. 

l\lR. BARLOW. 

r_r:h3.t you might have known yourself~ 

had vou not lctt l\1Ir. l\Ierton's house so 
.J 

suddenly, ,vithout taking leave of any 

one, e\·en your friend l\Jr. 1Ierton, who 

has always treated you with so much 

kinLlness. 
HARRY. 

Indeed, sir, I shall be very urthappy ·if 

you think I ha\·e done wrong; but be so 

good as to tell 1ne hov.r I could hdve 

acted otherwise. I am very sorry to ap

pear to accuse n1aster !vicrton, neither <lo 

I bear any resentn1ent against him for 

what he bas done; but since you speak 

to me upon the subject, I shall be obliged 

to tell the truth. 
l\1 Il. DA RLOW. 

\Vell, I-Iarry, let me hear it. You 

know I shall be the last person to con

demn you if you do not deserve it. 
HARRY. 

I kno,v your constant kindness'to n1e, 
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sir, and I always confide in it: however, I -
am not sensible now that I am in fault. 
You know, sir, that it was with great un
willingness I went to 11r. l\Ierton;s, for I 
thought there would Le fine gentle1neu 
and ladies there that would ridicule 111v ., dress and n1anners; and though n1aster 
Merton has been always very friendly in 
his behaviour towards me, I coulclnot help 
thinking that he n1ight grow ashamed 
of my company at his own house. 

MR. BARLOW. 

Do you wonder at that, Harry, consi
clering the difference there is in your 
rank and fortune? 

HARRY. 

No, sir, I cannot say I do, for I gene
rally observe that those who are rich will 
scarcely treat the poor with common ci
v ility. But, in this particular case, I 
did not see any reason for it. I never 
desired master Merton to adn1it 1ne to his ' 
company or invite me to his house, be
cause I knew that I was born and bred in 
a very inferior station. You were so good 

tr 
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as to take me to your house, and there I 

became acqua~nte<l \, ith him; and if I 

was then n1ucli in lns company, it was 
because he seemed to desire it himself, 

and I aJways endeavoured to treat him 

,vith the greatest respect. 

MR. BARLOW. 

That, indeed, is true, Harry; in all 

your little plays and studies I have never 

observed any thing but the greatest 

n1ildness and good-nature on your part. 
I-I.ARRY. 

I hope, sir, it has never been otherwise. 

But though I have the greatest affection 

for master l\;lerton, I never desire to go 

home with hi1n. "\iVhat sort of a figure 

could a poor boy like 1ne n1ake at a gen
tlernan·s table, among little 1nasters and 

1nisses that powder their hair, and wear 

buckles as big as our horses carry upon 

their harness? If I attempted to speak, 

I was al ways laughed at, or if I did any 
thing, I was sure to hear something 
about clowns and rustics! And yet, I 

think, though they were all gentlemen 
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and ladies, you would not much haYe 
approv~d of their conversation, for it was 
about nothing but plays, and dress, and 
trifles of that nature. I nevrr heard one 
of the1n 1nention a single\\ ord about say
ing their prayers, or being dutiful to their 
parents, or c.loiug any good to the poor. 

nlH.. BARLOW. 

"\Ve11, Harry, but if you did not like 
their conversation, you surely n1ight have 
borne it with patience for a little while: 
and then, I heard something about your 
being quarrelsome. 

HARRY. 

Oh, sir! I hope not.-I was, to be surt, 
once a ]j ttlc passionate, but that I coul<l 
not help, and I hope you ,vill forgive me. 
There was a modest, _,ensible young lady, 
t11at was the only person who treated me 
with any kindness; and a bol<l, forward, 
ill-natured boy, affronted her in the 
grossest n1anner, only because she took 
notice of 111e. Could I help taking her 
part? ! l ave you not told n1e too, sir, that 
every person, though he should avoid 



SANDF'OltD AND MERTON. 193 

quarrels, has a right to defend hin1self 
,vhen he is at.tacked? 

::Mft. BARLOW. 

Well, Harry, I do not much blame yon, 
fro111 the circumstances I have heard of 
that affair: but why did you leave l\1r . 
. Merton's family so abruptly, without 
s.peaking to any body, or thanking Mr. 
Merton himself for the civilities he had 
shown you? Was that right? 

HARRY. 

Oh, dear, sir, I have cried about it se
veral times, for I think I must appear 
Yery rude and ungrateful to l\1r. Merton. 
But as to master T(?mmy, I did not leave 
him while I thought I could be of any 
use. He treated me, I must say, in, a 
very unworthy manner; he joined with 
all the other fine little gentlen1en in abus
ing me, only because [ endeavoured to 
persuade them not to go to a bull-bait
ing; and then at last he struck me. I did 
not strike him again, because I loved hin1 
so much, in spite of all his unkindness; 
nor did I leave him till I saw he was 

VOL. III. l 
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'quite safe in the hands of his own ser

Yants. And, then, how could I go back 

to his house, after what he had done to 

n1e? I <lid not choose to complain of hin1 
to l\Ir. l\Ierton; and how could I behave 

to him as I had done before, without be

ing- guilty of meanness and falsehood? 

And the1 efore I thought it lJetter to go 

borne, and desire you to speak to I\lr. 

Merton, and entreat him to forgive my 
rudeness. 

MR. BARLOW. 

'\Yell, I-Iarry, I can inform you that 

!\fr. l\ierton is 1-;c1fectly satisfied upon 

that account. Eut the1 e is one circum
stance you have not yet mentioned, my 
little friend, and that is your saYing Tom

my's life from the fury of the enraged 

bulL 
HARRY. 

As to t1rnt, sir, I hope I should have 

done h<;> ::ian1c for any human creature. 
Ent I 1)eli~ve that nei ther of us ,vou!d 
h~.ve es...:nped, if it had not been for tbe 

puor cuu I ageous black, that came to our. 

assistance. 
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MR BARLO'\V. 

• I see, Harry, that you are a boy of a 
noble and generous spirit, and I highly 
approve of every thing you have done; 

but, are you determined to forsake Tom

my. :.:\Ierton for e\·er, bccau::ie he has 
once behaved ill? 

HAllTIY. 

I, sir! no, I am sure. But, though ~ 
an1 poor, I do not desire the an\uaint~ 

ance of any body that despises me. Let 

him keep company with his gentlemen 

and ladies, I am ' satisfied · \\it L coG.1pn.
nions in my own station. But surrly, sir; 

it is not I that forsake him, but ' lie that 

11as cast .n1e off. · " 
lU R . .BARLOW. 

But if he is sorry for what he has done, 

antl only ·desires , to acku()\\'led g e - his 

fau 1 ts, ~n<l obtain ywu r pardon? 
H.i\ HR·Y • . 

Oh, dear, sir! I shoe 1d fr>rget every 
thing ~n an instant. I •l·ncw master 
Tommy was al ways a littir .passionate and 
beadstrong.; but he is at" th.'e SL me tin1e 

:t 2 
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generous and good-natured; nor would 
he, I am sure, have treated me so ill, if he 
had not been encouraged to it by the 
other young gentlen1en. 

MR. BARLOW. 

1Ve1I, Harry, I believe your friend is 
thoroughly sensible of his fa.ul ts, and 
tliat you will have little to fear for the 
future. He is impatient till he sees you 
and asks your forgiveness. 

HARRY. 

Oh, sir, I should forgive him if he had 
beaten me an hundred times. But, 
though I cannot feave the horses now, if 
you will be so kind to ,vait a little, I dare 
say my father will let me go when he 
leaves off ploughing. 

MR. BARLOW. 

No, Harry, there is no occasion for 
that. Tommy has indeed used you ill, 
and ought to acknowledge it; otherwise 
he will not deserve to be trusted again. 
He will call upon you, and tell you all 
he feels upon the occasion. In the mean 
time I was desired, both by him and !\([r. 
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1Ierton, to inquire after the poor negro 

that served you so materially, and saved 

you fron1 the bull. 
HARRY. 

He is at our house, sir; for I invited 

him home with n1e; and, when n1y father 

heard how ,vell he had behaved, he made 

l1im up a little bed over the stable, and 

gives hi1n victuals every day; and the 

poor 111an seems very thankful and indus

trious, and says he ,vould gladly do any 

kind of work to earn his subsistence. 

l\.,Ir. Barlow then took his leave of 

l-Iarry, and, after having spoken to his 

father, returned to l\Ir. l\Ierton. During 

his absence, l\Ir. Simmons had arrived 

there to fetch away his niece; but, when 

he had lieard the story of the highlander, 

he perfectly recollected his name and 

character, and was touched with the sin

cerest compassion for his sufferings. Upon 

conversing with the p:1or man, he found 

that he was extremely ,vell acquainted 

' with agriculture, as v:-ell as truly in<lns• 

trious, and therefore instantly proposed 



198 THE JIISTORY ~'P' · 

to settJe hi1n in a small fa.nn of his o\rn, 
:\vhich 'happened to be Yacant. The poor 
nrnn recei vecl this unexpected change in 
l1is fortune with .tears of joy,_ and every 
1n~rl::: of unaffected gratitude; and i\Ir. 
·.l\-ferton, who ne,·er wan te<l generosity, 
insisted upon having a sbare in hi~ esta
hlishrncnt. .!Ic ,propose<l to supply hilll 
with the nct.:essarry instruments of agri
culture, and d, couple of horses, to begin 
-the culture of his land. Just in that 
.n1omen"--, l'vir. Barlow entered, and, when 

· i1e had heard, with the sincerest pleasure, 
the irnpro-vemcnt of his circumstances, 

·begg~·d permission to share in so b_cne,·o
len t an action. I ba,·e an excellent milch 
CO\V, said he, whiu1 I can Yery well spare, 
whose n1ilk will speedily recruit the 
tr-ength of these poor children; and I 

ha\'e half a dozen ewes and a ram, ,•,·hich 
I hope, under ::\Ir. Campbell's manage
J11en t, ,vi II soon increase to a numerous 
flock. The poor highlander seemed al
n1ost frantic with such a profusion of un
expected blessings, and said, that be 

' I 
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wished nothing more than to pass the re-. 

n1ainder of his clays in such a generous 

nation, and ~o be enabled to show at; 

1east the sentiments which such unde

served generosity had excited. 

At night, l\.! r. 1 Ierton, w bo ,Y:1s desi r~ 

ous, by e,·ery method, to support the 

good impressions which hac~ ~1ow ta1,en 

possession of Tomn1:y's . mind, proposed 

that l\1 iss Simmons should favour t hen1 · 

w:th tl1e!l! conc1usion of the story which 

she had begun the night before. That 

young lady jnstantly complied, and then 

read the1n 

' TIIE CO~TCLU~IO'N' OF THE STORY OF SO

PHRO,.; AXD Tll;UA:NES. 

TnE yen~rable Chares co~.1tinuccl his 

narration thus: ~ passed several months 

amono· the Arabi:111,;;, dcli ~_J1ted with the 
0 ' 

simplit:ity of their l.ife and, the innocence 

of th"ir 1nauG~rs: a1.d would to hea,·cn, 

adc.led .he ·with a sigh, ,that, I .lrn.d ac,-· 

c~ptcd tl.eir friendly iu\·itat:ons, ~~nd ne,·er 
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quitted the silence of their hospitable 
deserts! How 111any scenes should I have 
avoided, which fill these aged eyes with 
tears, and pierce my soul with horror, as 
often as I recollect them! I should not 
have been witness to such a waste of hu
man blood, nor traced the gradual ruin of 
my country. I should not have seen our 
towns involved in flames, nor our help
less children the captin:'.S of fell barba
rians. But it is in Yain for human beings 
to repine at the just decrees of Providence, 
which have consigned every people to 
n1 isery and servitude that abandon vir
tue, and attach themselves to the pursuit 
of pleasure. 

I left Arabia, ·with an heart penetrated 
with gratitude and admiration for its vir
tuous and benevolent inhabitants. They 
clismissed me with every mark of kind
ness ,.111d hospitality, guided me o,,er their 
dreary deserts, and, at parting, presented 
111c with one of those beautiful horses, 
which are the ad1niration of all the sur
rouuding nations. I will not trouble you 
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,vith an account of the different countries 

which I wandered over in search of wis

dom and experience. At length I re

turned to my native city, determined to 

pass the rest of my life in obscurity and 

retirement: for the result of all my obser

vations was, that he is happiest, ·who 

passes his time in innocent employments 

and the observation of nature. I had seen 

the princes and nobles of the earth repin

ing in the midst of their sp1endid enjoy

n1ents, disgusted with the empty pagean

try of their situation, and wishing, in 

vain, for the hun1ble tranquillity of pri

vate life. I had visited n1any of the prin

cipal cities in seve1·al conntries where I 

had travelled, but I had uniformly ob• 

served, that the miseries and crimes -0f 

:mankind increased with their numbers. I 

therefore determined to avoid the gene,ral 

contagion by fixing 1ny abode in some 

s.eqneste_recl spot, at a distance from the pas

sions ancl pursuits of my fellow-creatures. 

I collected the retnainder of my effects, 

and wlth the1n purchased a little farm and 
16 
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vineyard in a beautiful and solitary sp·o.t 
near the sea. Soon afterwards I mari·ie<l 
a virtuous young woman·, and, in her so
ciety, enjoyed for se,:eral years as great 
a degree of tranquillity as genera1l y falls to 
the lot of man. I <lid not disdain to exer-

, cise with rny own hands the different em
ployments of agriculture; for I thought 
n1an was dishonoured by that indolence 
,vhich renders him a burden to his fellow
creatures, not by that industry \\ hich 
js nl$cessary to the support of his species. 
I therefore sometimes guided the plough 
with my own hands, sometimes laboured 
ju a little garden which supplied us with 
exce11ent fruits and herbs. I tended the 
cattle, whose patient labour enahled us to 
·subdue the ::;oil, and con:,iderecl myself 
as .only repaying part of the obligations 
I ha<l received. l\Iy wife. too exercised 
herself in domestic cares; she milked the 
she.ep and goats, an<l chiefly prepared the 
food of the family. Amid my other e1i1~ 
p1oyments, I did not entirely forget the 
~tu<ly of phjlosophy, which had charmed 

r .. 

't 

rl 

,. . 

n 



n1e so 1nuch in my early youth. I fre:.

quently observed, ,v1th admiration, the 

,vistlom and contrivance which ,vere dis

played in all the productions of nature; 

and the perfection of all her works. . I 

used to walk amid the coolness and still

uess of the e,·ening, feeding my mind 

with pleasing meditations upon the pow

er and wisdom which have original1 y pro

d uce<l and stiil sn pport this fraine of 

things. , I turned my eyes upon the 

earth, ancl saw it covered with inn umer

able animals, that ported upon its snr~ 

face, and found, · each according to his 

nature, subsistence adapted to his wants .. 

I saw the air and water themselYes 

teeming with life, and peopled with 

innumerable swarms of insects. I saw 

tha·t through0ut the whole extent -of 

creation, as far as 1. wa,;; capaLlc of ob~ 

sen'ing it, nothing ,vas waste or desolate; 

e\·ei·y thin~ was replete with life and 

adapted to support it. These reflections 

continually excited in mv n1incl new o-ra-
. 

j ~ 

titude and yencra.tion for that rnYstcrious . 
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Being, whose goodness presides over such 
an infinite , ariety of beings. I endea
,roured to elevate my thoughts to con
template his nature and qualities; I how
ever found m v faculties too bounded to ., 

comprehend the infinite perfections of 
his nature. I therefore contented my
self wi~h imperfectly tracing h1n1 in his 
·works, and adoring him as the common 
friend and parent of all his creatures. 

Nor did I confine myself to these spe
culations, however suolime and consola
tory to the human heart. Destined as 
,ve are to inhabit th1s globe of earth, it is 
our interest to be acquainted \vith its na
ture and the properties of its productions. 
For this reason, I particularly examined all 
the vegetables which are capable of be
coming tl e tood of man, or of the various 
animals which contribute to his support; 
I studied their qualities, the soil in which 
they delighted, and the impro\ements 
,vhich m1gi1t be made in every species. 
I sometimes wandered among the neigh
bouring mountains, and wherever the fall 
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of rocks, or the repeated violence of tor-

rents, had borne a way the soil, I con

sidered with silent admiration, the vari

ous substances which we call by the c0111-
" 

1110n name of earth. These I used to 

collect and n1ingle with the n1ould of my 

own garden, hy ,vhich means I frequently 

made useful discoveries in fertilizing the 

soil, and increasing the quantity of food. 

I abo considered the qualities of the 

air which surrounds and sustains all liv

jng animals. I particularly remarked the 

noxious or salutarv efiects it is able to ., 

produce upon their constitutions, and, 

by these means, was frequently enabled 

to give useful councils to all the neigh

bot1rhood. A 1 uge tract of ground had 

been formerly deluged by the sea, and 

the waters, fin ling no convenient vent, 

spread the ,nselves all around, and con

verte l a Lrge exten t of soil into a filthy 

nrnrsh . .E, ery year, \V hen the heat of sum

D)er prevai ied, the atrnospht re was filled 

with putrid exhalations, which produced 

fe\ ers and pestilential disorders among 
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the inhalJitants. Touched with compas
sion for the eYils which they endured, I 

persuaded them to undertake the task of 

draining the soil, al1d letting off the su. 

perfluous waters. This I instructed them 

to do with such success, that, in a short 

time, an unwholesome desert became co

Yered with the most 1 uxu rian t h::ir,·tsts, 

and was deprived of all its noxious influ
ence. By thus rendering my services use

ful to 111y fellow-creatures, I received 

the Furest reward which can attend the 

incre1se of knowledge, the consciousness 

of perforii1ing my clnty, and humbly imi

tating that Reing, whose goodness is as 

general and unbounded as his power. 

_Amid these tranquil and innocent em

ployments, my life flowed gently away 

Jike a clear and even stream; I was a 

stranger to avarice,. to ambition, and to 
all the cares w hic!l agitate the bu I k .of 

mortals. Alternate labour and ~tudy 
preservt:d the ,·igour both of body and 

mind· our t.nipts were fe\v and easilv o-ra-' . ~ ' .., t, 

tifiecl; we chjefl.v sub:,i~ted upon the li-
!;cral returns of the eartb, and seldom 
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-JJollutcc.l our table with the · bodies of 

slaughtered animals. One only child, the 

unfortunate o·irl who owes her 1)reser-o . 

. Yation to the courage of this young n1an, 

,vas granted to our prayers. Eu t ju her 

we foun<l enough to exercise all the 

affections of our n1inds. ,re hung with 

ecst(lsy upon her innocent smiles, and re

n1arke<l her opening graces with all the par

tiality of parcn tal fondness. As she grew 

up, her mother instructed her in all the arts 

and em p laymen ts of her sex; while I, who 

already saw the tempest gathering, which 

lrns since burst with such fatal fury upon 

n1y country, thought it necessary to ann 

her mind with all the :finnncss which 

education can be~tow. For this reason, 

1 en<le~n~ourccl to. give both to her mind 
'--' 

and bodv a clc,rree of vicrour ·which is sel-
" b .:::, ' 

dom found in the female sex. As soon as 

she was sufticicntly advanced in strength 

to be c:1.·)able of the lighter htbonrs 

· of husbanclry ancl gardening, I emµloyed 

her as my const:int companion. Selene, for 

that was her nam~, soon acquirc.tl ~ dexte

rity in all the rustic employn1ents, which I 
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considered with equal pleasure and admi
ration. If women are in general feeble 
both in body and mind, it arise.:> leqs from 
nature than fron1 education. ,v e encou
rage a vicious indolence c1nd inactivity, 
which we faisely call delicacy; instead of 
hardening their n1inds by the severe1· 
princ;p,es of reason and philosophy, we 
breed them to useless arts, which termi
nate in v.inity and sensuality. In most 
of the cou11tries which I l1ad visited, they 
are taught w>thing of an higher nature 
tban a few modulations of the voice, or 
useless postures ~f the body; their time 
is consumed in slotL or trifles, and trifles 
become the only pursuits capable of 
interesting them. \Ve seem to for
get, that it is upon tbe quali t ies of the 
female sex, that our own domestic com
forts, and the education of our children, 
1nust depend And what are the com
forts or the eclucnt" on which a race of 
beings, corrupted fron1 their infancy, and 
unacquainted with all the duties of life, 
are fi ttcd tc bestow? To touch a musical 
instrument with useless skill, to e.xhib1t 
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their natural or affected graces to the 

eyes of indolent and debauched young 

men, to dissipate their husbands' patri- · 

n1ony in riotous and unnecessary expenses 

-these are the only arts cultivated by 

\\'omen in n1ost of the polished nations I 

had seen. And the consequences are 

uniforn1ly such as may be expected to 

proceed from such polluted sources, pri
vate misery and public servitude. 

But Selene's education ·was regulated 

by different views, and conducted upon 

severer principles; if that can be called 

severity, which opens the mind to a 

sense of moral and religious duties, and 

most effectually arms it again the inevi

table evils of life. ,vith the rjsing sun 

she left her bed, and accompanied me to 

the garden or the vineyard. IIer littl€ 

hanrls were employed in shortening the 

luxurious shoots of fruitful trees, that 

supplied our table with wholesome and 

delicious fruiti; or in supporting the 

branches of such as ~unk beneath their 

load. Sometimes she collected water 

fro1n a clear and constant rill that rolled 
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along- the valley, and recruited the force 
of plan ts that were e. · l1austed by the sun. 
,vith what delir)·ht did I vievv her inno-o 

cent cheerfulness and assiduity! vVith 
what p!easure did she receive the prai:ses 
which I gave to her skill and indt·stry; or 
hear tbc lessons of wisdom and tl1e exarn
p1es of virtuous ,von~en, which I used to 
read her at cYening, out of the writings 
of celebrated pi1ilosophers wh~ch I ln~d 
collected in rny traveLs! 

But such a life was too unchequered 
with misfortune to last. The fin,t stroke 
which attacked and almost destroyed my 
hopes of gond, was the untimely loss of 
1ny dear and virtuous wife . The pcsti
]entiai heats of autumn overpo\\'cred her 
tender fran~c, and r~.ised a consun~ing 
fcn~r in her ,·eins: for some time she struc·-. . ..:-, 

glcd against the disease, but at length 
be1: pur~ and innocent spirit forsook this 
earth for ever, and left me, comfortl "SS 
and forlqrn, to mourn her l')SS. 

I will not, my w9rthy hosts, attempt to 
describe th~ incxt.,rcssible distress which 
~eizcd my soul at seeing myself tlw.; de-
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ened. There arc some philosophers 

that aspire to triumph over human feel

ings, and consider all tender affections as 

disgraceful weaknesses: for my part, I 

have never prefrnded to that degree of 

insensibility. I ba,·e, indeed, opposed as 

criminal, that habitual acquiescence in 

sonow w~1ich renders us unfit for . the 

·discharge o"f our ch,1ties; but while I have 

end·"avoured to act, I ha\e never blushe<l 

at feeling, .like a man. Even now that 

·time has mitigated the keenness of the 

·smart, I feel the' hai>itua1 anguish of an 

incurable \\ ouiid. But let me rather has

ten to relate the few remaining events 

of CLll unif<Hm, unvaried life, th~n detain 

you with an 1'seless repetition of my 

!:!>OHO\ 'S. 

Sca1:cdv 11ad time afforded me a feeble 
•' 

com fort, ,v hen thP- recol iection of past 

111isfortuncs was alrno::,t extinguished by 

the new ones which overwhelmed n1y 

country. The fertile plains of Syria 
abounded i·l all the neccssaric-; and con

,·c1 ienccs of life. The Yinc secmecl to 



!lli THE HISTORY OF 

grow spontaneously in every valley, and 
offer its luxuriant produce to every hand. 
The jndustrious insect ,vhich spins the 
,vonderful substance called silk out of its 
bowels, though lately introduced into 
that part of Asia, seemed to receive new 
vigour from the mildness of the climate. 
Corn and oil, the noblest fruits, and the 
n)ost salubrious herbs, were found in the 
garden of every peasant; and the h~rds 
of cattle and horses, which wandered 
over our luxuriant pastures, equalled or 
surpassed all I had observed in other 
countries. But this profusion of blessings,, 
jnstead of being attenilcd with any bene
ficial effects, produced nothing but a 
foolish taste for frivolous employment and 
sensuality. Feasts, and dances, and mu
sic, the tricks of players, and exhibitions 
of buffoons, were more attended to than 
all the serio11s and important cares of life. 
Every young n,an was a critic in the 
science of adjusting the folds of his robe, 
or of giving a studied negligence to his 
hair; every young woman was 1nstructed 
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in every art that serves to consume 

time or endanger 111odesty. Repeat to 

then1 an idle tale, the tricks of a game

ster, or the adventures of a singing girl, 

and every audience listened with mute 

attention to the wonderful narration; but 

tell then1 of the situation of their coun

try, the ,vretched state of their civil and 

military discipline, or of the nun1erous 

and warlike tribes of barbarians which 

surround them, and every auditor would 

steal away in silence, and leave the unin

teresting theme. 

In such a state of things it was not 

long to be expected that my countrymen 

,vould be permitted to hold the riches 

they abused, and wanted firmness to de

fend. A warlike tribe of barbarians 

burst forth from the northern mountains 

of Asia, and spread thernsel ves over our 

fertile plains, which they laid waste like 

a consuming tempest. After a few in

effectual skirmishes, which only served 

to expose their weakness to the contempt 

of their enemies, they yielded ,vithout 

\ 
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opposition to the invader; in this, indeed, 

1nore wise than to irritate him by a fruit

less resistance: and thus, in a few weeks, 

tbe leader of an ol ,scure tribe of barbarians 

saw himself become a po,verful monarch, 

and possessor of one of tbe richest pro
vinces of Asia. 

I was sitting one e\·cning at the door 

of my cottage, and gazing upon the fad

ing glory of the setting sun; \VlH:'n a man 

of a majestic appearance, but\\ ith some

thing ferocious in bis look, attended by 
several others, passed by. As he appro~ch

ed my little garden, he seemed to view 
it with satisfaction, and to unbend the 

habitual sternness of his look: I asked 

him if he would enter in and t[lste 

the fruits with his c01npanions. IIe ac'
cepted my offer; and, entering into a 

shady arbour, I. brought him the 1no~t 
pa1atab1e , fruits I could find, with milk 

and other rustic fare, such as my farm 

afforded. He seemed pleased with his 
entertainment, and when he was depart

ing, thanked me ,vith great affability: 

ar 

\ I 

qu· 
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and bade me ask a favour in return; which, 

added he, with a certain degree of con

scious pride, you can scarcely n1a1-e too 

great either for my gratitude or power. 

If, answered I (for I began to suspect that 
it was Arsaces, the leader of these barba

rians), your power is indeed equal to 

ever; boon, give peace and liberty to my 
country. The first, said he, I have al
ready given; and, as to the second, it is 

irn postii ble; their . ,~ ices and effeminacy 

render t11ern incapable of enjoying it. ~Ien 
that ha\ e neither virtue, temperance, nor 
,,alour, can never want a n1aster; even 

though Arsaces were to withdraw his con

quering troops. But Ltsk again, added he, 
something for .thyself, and let the favour 

be worthy me to bestow. Heaven, an
swered I, with a smile, has already given 
every thing .that I can want, when it 
gave the earth fertility, and me the power. 
to lab<,1.1r. All, therefore, that I request,. 
0 11 ighty conqueror, is, that you wiU 
p1ease to order your n1en to stei) aside 

fro1n the newly cultivate~! ground, and 
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not destroy my vegetables. By heavens, 

said Arsa.ces, turning to his con1panions, 

there is something elevated in the tran

quillity and composure of this man's 

n1ind; and, were I not Arsaces, I should 

be with pleasure Chares. He then de
parted, but ordered me to attend him the 

next day at the camp, and ga\'e strict or

ders that none of the soldiers should mo

lest n1e, or injure my humble residence. 

I attended the great Arsaces at the time 

he had appointed, and traversed the en
campment of his troops with admiration 

and regret. This people was a tribe of 

that 1nighty empire which is called Scy
thia, ,vhose jnhabitants have so often is

sued fron1 their deserts for the conquest 

and destruction of their neighbours. This 

country extends to an unknown length 
behind the n1ost fertile districts of Europe 

and Asia. The climate is cold in winter, 
and the earth for several n1onths covered 

with snow; but in summer it feels the 

enlivening influence of the sun, and for 

that reason is possessed of au amazmg 

,, 

I ., 



SAXDFOilD AND l\IERTO:N-. ~17 

degree of fertility. But as the inhabitants 
live re1notc fron1 the sea, and possess few 
n::txigable ri,·ers, they are little acquainted 
with agriculture or the arts of life. In
stead of tru5ting to tbe increase of their 
fields for food, they raise prodigious herds 
of cattle and horses in the luxuriant pas
tures which every where abound. The 
Scythians, Ii ke the Arabians, wander over 
these immense spaces without a fixed or 
permanent residence. By the side of 
lakes and rivers, where the verdure is 
1norc constant, and the vegetation strong
er, they generally encamp, until the heats 
of the smnmer compe1 then1 to ascend 
t he mountains and seek a cooler residence. 
T heir houses are com posed of slender poles 
covered with skins or. a coarse cloth, and 
therefore easily erected, or taken down 
and stowed in waggons, for the conve
nience of transporting then1 in their 
,.11arches. Their diet is answerable to the 
oovertv·ofthe/i· habitations. Thev n1ilk i J v 

th eir herds, · .. and abo,·e all, their 1nares, 
and preserve the. produce in large bottles 

YOL. III. K 
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for months together. This sour and 

homely n1ess is to them the greatest 

dainty, and con1poses the chief of their 

11ourishment. To this they add the flesh 

of their cattle and horses, which they kill 

,vhen afllicted with disease, but rarely in 

health. This is the simple and uniforn1 

life of all the Scythians; but this simpli

city renders them formidable to all their 

neighbours, and irresistible in war. Un

softened by ease or luxury, unJ.cquainted 

with the artificial wants of life, these na

tions pass their lives in manly exercises 

and rustic emplofments. But horseman

ship is the greatest pride and passion of 

their soul5: nor is there any in<lividud 

·who does n·ot at least possess several of 

these noble animals. These, though small 

in size, are admirably adapted for the fa

tigues of war and the chase, and endowed 

with incomparable swiftness. As to the 

Scythians themselves, they excel all other 

nations, unless it be the Arabs, in their 

courage and address in riding. Vithout 

a saddle, and even a bridle, their young 

• 
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utelt will vault upon an unbacked courser, 
and keep their seats in spite of all his 
Yiolent efforts, till they have rend·ered 
hin1 tame and obedient to their will. In 
their 111ilitary expeditions they neither 
regard the obstacles of nature, nor the in
clemencies of the season, and their horses 
are accustomed to traverse rocks and 
n1ountains with a facility that is incredi
ble. If they reach a river, instead of 
waitin2· for tbe tedious assistance of boats .... , 
and bridges, the warrior divests himself 
of bis clothes and arms, which he places 
in a bundle upon his horse's back, and 
-+ hen, plunging :nto the stream, conducts 
him oYer by the bridle. Even jn the 
1nidst of winter, ,d1en the hatred of other 
nations give3 way to the inclemencies of 
the season, the Scythian follows his mili
tary labours; and rejoices to see the earth 
thick covered ,vith frost and snow, be
cause it affords him a solid path in his 
e~cursions. 1 r either the severest co1d 
nor the most violent storms can check 
his ardour. ,v rapt up in the thick fu1 :s 

K (~ 
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of animals, the patient horseman pursues 

his march, while all his food for weeks 

together is comprised in a little bag of 

seeds or corn. Javelins, and bows and ar

rows, are the arms which these people are 

taught frum their infancy to use with sur

prising dexterity: and, 110 less cbngerous 

when they fly than when they charge the 

enemy in front, tbey are accustomed to 

shoot with an unerring aim at their pur

suers, and turn the fortune of the battle. 

Such men are scarcely to be conauered 
V j_ 

by the efforts of the most po\\'erful na-

tions or sovereigns; and therefore, the 

proudest conquerors of the ,,·orld have 

failed in their atten1pts to subdue them. 

Darius, one of the greatest kings which 

the vast empire of Persia ever obeyed, 

once atternptecl the exploit, and had 

nearly perished in the attempt. 

He advanced with a powcrfnl army, 

but ill prepared for such an expedition, 

into theScythian \\ astcs. The inhabitants, 

,vell acquainted with the 1110s t effectual 

n1ethods of defence, transported their fa-

I 
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milies and herds into the interior parts 
of the country, and, mounting their 
fleetest horses, seemed to fly before the 
n1onarcb. Infatuated ·with pride and 

l:onfi<lencc, he pursued the chase for se

YCral <lays, until he found himself in the 
midst of solitary deserts, totally destitute 
of all that human wants require, where 
his army could neither advance nor re
tire ,vithout equal danger of perishing by 
thirst and famine. '11hen they saw him 
thus in voh·ed, the Scythian horsemen 
began to check their speed; instead of 

flying, as usual, they hemmed him in on 

every side, and harassed the army with 
continual attacks. It was then they sent 
a present to the Persian king, whose mys

terious meaning increased the terrors of 

his situation. A Scythian, mounted upon 
a fiery steed, entered the camp at full 
peed, and, regardless of danger or oppo

sition, penetrated even to the royal ten ti 

where Darius was holding a council with 

his nobles. "\Vhile they were all anwzcd 

at this extraordinary bol<lness, the man 

.. 
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leaped lightly fron1 his horse, and placing 
a little bundle upon the ground, vaulted 

up again with jnconceivable ~gility~ and 

Tetired with the same happy expedition, 
The curiosity of the monarch n1ade him 
:instantly order the packet to be exan1ined, 
,vhich contained only a mouse, a bird, a 
fish, and a bundle of arrows. Silence and 

astonishment for some time seized the as

sembly; till, at length, the king observed, 

"'hat he thought the present which the 
Scytbians had sent could signify nothing 

1n1t their submission to his arms. The 

1nouse, said he, must represent the earth, 

because he resides in holes which he digs 

.in the soil; the fish inhabits the waters, 

and the bird resides in air; by sending 

n1e, therefore, all these various a.nirna]s, 

they mean to signit-Y that they resign 

their air, their waters, and their earth, to 

1nv dominion · nor is the bundle of ar-., 

rows more difficn1 t to be explained; these 

constitute their principal defence, and, by 

::;ending them to an enen1y, they can in ti

mate nothing but terror and submission. 

or 
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All who were present applauded this 
discourse of the monarch, excepting Go

brias, a n1an cf singular wisdom and ex

perience, \Vho, \vhen he was pressed to 

declare his sentiments, spoke to hin1 thus: 

It is with the greatest reluctance, 0 king-, 

that I find myse1f compelled to explain 

these presents of our enemies in a very 

different n1anner. That the Scythians, 

who have hitherto shown no 1narks either 

of fear or submission, should, on a sud~ 

den, feel so great a terror of the Persian 

arn1s, I cannot easily hel1eve; 1nore espe

cially when I consider, that our army is 

very mnch reduced by the distress ~t has 

suffered, and enYironecl on every side by 
the enemy, whose boldness visibly in

creases with our necessities. 'Nhat, there

fore, I should infer from this extraordi-

11ary present is t1 is; they intimate tlu1t, 

unless, like the mouse, you can dig your 

passage through the earth, or ski1n the 

air like the bird, or glide through ,vaters 

,vith the fish, you shall certainly perish 

hy the Scytbian <-1.rro-ws. 
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Suc11 was the sentiment of Gourias, 
and all the assen1bly was struck with the 

evident truth of his interpretation. The 

kit1g himself began to percieve and re

pent his rashness; instead of advancing 

farther into deserts ·which afforded no 

subsistence, be resolved to attempt a re

treat. This, ho\vevcr, he was not able to 

effect, without the loss of the greatest part 

of his troops, who perished by thirst and 

famine, and the continual attacks of the 
enen1y. 

Nor was the expedition of Lysimachus, 

another powerful king, against this peo

ple, less memorable or less unfortunate. 

I-Iis army was defeated, and he birnself 

taken prisoner; but, instead of meeting 

with that crueltv which we arc accus

tomed to expect from barbari:ins, he ex

perienced the greatest moderation and hu

rnani ty from his conquerors. The gene

ral of the Scythians il1'vited his captive to 

a solemn festival: in which he took care 

to assemulc every circumstance of luxury 

and magnificence \\ hicl1 prevails in po-
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lished nations. The most exquisite 1neats 
were sen-ed up to table, and the most 

generous wines sparkled in golden bowls 

of the exactest workmanship. Lysima

chus was equally delighted with the ele

gance of the repast an<l the politeness of 

the cnte_rtainer; but be ,vas extremely 

surprised, that, instead of sharing 111 the 

feast, or even sitting down at table, the 

~cythian leader reposed in a corner of the 

tent, upon the bare ground, and satisfied 

his hunger with the n1ost coarse ancl or

dinary fare, prepared with all the simpli• 

city of his country's n1anners. "\Vhen the 
entertain1nent was finished, he asked Ly
siniachus which n1ethocl of life appeared 

to him the most agreeable. Lysirnachus 

could not conceal his preference of the 

more refined and luxurious dainties, or 

his dislike of the Scythian diet. If: 
therefore, replied his generous host, you 

feel so great a contempt for what this 

country pr ocluces, ancl so strung a pre

ference for the productions of your own, 

what but madness, 0 king, can 1laYe 
K 5 "' 
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tempted you to co111e so far in order to 
subdue n1en that live in a manner_you de
spise? Is it not tnuch greater wisdon1 to be 
contented with those advantages which 
you prize so highly, than to expose them 
to a certain hazard, for the chance of ac
quiring what would afford no pleasurr- or 
satisfaction? But let this lesson be suffi
cient to teach you n1oderation. A coun
try ,vhich produces nothing but iron is 
not easily conquered; nor are men, who 
have been from their infancy inured to 
every hardship, to be vanquished by curl
ed and perfumed soldiers, who cannot 

· Eve without baths, and music, ~ind dai!y 
feasts. Be contented, therefore, for the 
i'uture, to number the Scythians among 
your friends; and rather pray that the 
gods may keep them in ignorance of the 
superiority of your method of living, Jest 
a desire of tasting it should tempt the1n 
to desert their own country and invade 
yours With this discourse he ge11erously 
:restored Lysimachus to l!berty, and s 1f
fered him to lead back the shattered re
mains of his numerous arn1:y. 
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Such \'.Vas the nation which had invaded 

Syria, and easily triu1nphecl over the ef
forts of an effen1inate and unwarlike peo
ple. As I passed through the camp, I 
was astonished at the order and regula

rity which prevailed an1ong these barba

rians. Some were exercising their horses 

in the n1imic representation of a battle; 
part fled with incredible speed, while the 

rest pursued, and darted blunted javelins 

at their antagonists. Yet even those who 

fled would frequently turn upon their 

p1 rsuers, and 111ake them repent their 

rashness. Some, while their horses were 

running in fuli speed, ·would vault from 

off their backs to others which accom

panied tbem. Some would gallop by a 

1nark erected for their arro,vs, and ,vheu 

t hey had passed it a considerable way, 

turn thernseh·e:t) round upon their horses 

and transfix i .. wi th an unerring aim. I 

saw many \\1 ho , ,rrnlted upon their horses, 

and placed thcins,·1vcs between two naked 
sw ords, \\·h ich would have given the1n 

certain death, had hey swerved ever so 
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little from the just direction. In anothcl' 

part of the camp, I observed the children, 

who imitated all the actions of their fa

thers, and bended little bows adapted to 

their strength, or guided horses of an in

ferior stature along the plain. Their wo
n1eu were indeed inferior to the Svria11:'j .,. 

·in beauty and elegance, but seemed to bP-
of a more robust constitution, and n1orc 

,- dapted to proouce and educate warriors. 

I saw no gold, 110 jewels, no vain and 

costly apparel; but al: seemed busy in do

mes t ic ca1es, preparing the food of their 
fan 1ilies, or tending upon their infants. 
}i,.t length I reached the royal tent, which 
.- :~arcely differed from the rest in its struc
t ure or .simplicity, and was immediately 
i11troducrd to the great Arsaces. I-Ie re~ 

eei\·ed me with a courtesy which had no

thing of the baruarian in it, seated me 
familiarly by his side, and entered into 
a long conversation \\ i Lh me upon the 

laws, and manners and customs of the 
different nations I had seen. I was 

surprised at the "igour and penetration 

" .. 
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tion which I discovereJ in this untutored 

warrior's n1incl. U nbiassecl by the 1nass 

of prejudices which we acquire in cities, 

even frorn our earliest childhood, unin

cumbered by forms and ceremonies which 

contract the understanding while the.y 

pretend to 1mprove the 1nanners, he seem

ed to possess a certain energy of soul 

which never missed the mark. Nat•ire 

in him had produced the same effects 

which study and philosophy do in others. 

But what amazed me more than all, \\'~s 

to find this Scvthian chief as well ac-
" 

qnainted with the state and consequences 

of our n1anners, as if he had past his life 

in Greece or Syria, instead of the plains 

and for~sts of his own domain. I-Ic en

tertained a rooted contempt for all the 

arts, w:1ic1J soften the body and mind, 

under tlie pretence of adding to the c1e

gancies of life; these, he said, were more 

efficacious agents to reduce men to sla

,·ery, than the swords and arro\vs of their 

enem1es. 

One d~y 1 remember that some of our 
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principal men, judging of the min<l of 
their conqueror by their own, brought to 
him a celebrated <lancer; who, at that 
time, engaged the whole attention of our 
city, and seemed to interest it much 111orc 
than the loss of liberty. This man, who 
did not doubt that he sboulcl enchant the 
soul of a Scythian barbarian, by the 
same arts which had enraptured his re
fined audiences at home, exerted himself 
with an agility that extorted the loudest 
applause fron1 all the spectators but Ar
saces. .At length, one of our countrymen 
took the liberty of asking the monarch, 
what he thought of this extraordinary 
performance; I think, replied he, coldly, 
that it woulcl gain him great credit in a 
nation of monkies . 

. Anot·her time, he was present at the ex
hibitions of a celebrated musician, who 
was reputed to possess unrivalled skill in 
playing soft and melting tunes upon the 
lyre. All the audience seemed to feel 
the influence of bjs art, by their inarticu-
atc n1tin11urs of admiration, and the Ian-
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guishing postures of their bodies. ,vben. 
the exhibition was fini~he<l, the musician 

ach·anced, amid the united plaudits of 

the audience, as if to receive the just 

tribute of approbation from Arsaces. But 
he, with a stern look, said to him, Friend, 

I pern1it thee to play every night before 

the Syrians; but, if thy lyre is ever heard 

to sound in the presence of my Scythians, 

I denounce certain death for the offence. 

Another time, an officious glutton of 

our city introduced to him, with great 

solemnity, two n1cn, ,vhose ta1ents he 

o.ssurcd him were unequalled in their dif .. 
fcrent professions. The one, he said, ad
justed ha~r with such dexterity, that he 

could gi vc an artificial Leauty to every 

countenance: and the other possessed 

such unrivalled skill in cooking a re

past, that even the soberest guest was 

tempted to commit intemperance. l\,fy 
soldiers: replied Arsaces, are accust01ned 

to adjust their locks with the points of 

their arrows; nor does our nation con
~ider a bloated paunch and an unwieldy 
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shape, as any accomplishment in war

riors; all, therefore, that I can do for 

these gentlemen, is, to depute on~ of them 

to comb my horse·s tail, and the other to 

feed the hogs of the army. . 

.1\.fter I had con\·ersed some time with 

this barbarian chief: who heard me with 
the gre2.test attention, the hour of refresh-

111cnt for the army approached, and I 

was preparing to retire; but the general 

stopped me, with a 5n1ile, ~nd told rn e I 
h<l.d alread.r entertaincJ him with the 
greatest hospitality. and that therefc)re it 
was just that I should stay and taste the 

Scythian food. A l>it of dried flesh, wbich 

I afterwards found was that of an horse, 

~ome sour coagulated milk, with an in
fusion of certain herbs, thickened with a 

coarse kind of flour, were then brought 

in, and placed upon t11e gnnilH:. I had 
learned, during my trJYtls jn different 

countries, to discard tLe L:t>e , ntipathies 
which so 111~ny nations entertain agai1~st 

the diet as well as manners of each other. 

"\Vhatcvcr js adapted to support life is pro-
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per for the food of man; habit will recon

cile us to everv kind of food, and he that 
-1 

can accuston1 himself to be the n1ost ea-

sily contented is happiest, and best pre

i>ared for performing the duties of life. I 
therefore placed myself by the side of Ar

saces, and fed '<-Vithout any visible repug-
. nance upon a diet, which would haxe ex ... 

cited abhorrence in the minds of all my 
countrymen. \Vith tben1 it was a work 

of the greatest importance to settle the 

formalities of a meal. To contrive a new 

and poignant sauce, to con1bine contrary 

flavours in a pickle, to sti1nulate the jaded 

appetite to new exertions, till reason and 

eYery thing human sunk under the undi
gested n1ass of food, were reckoned the 

highest efforts of genius. E\·en the n1a
gistrate did not blush to di"play a greater 

kno\vledge of cookery than the laws; the 

debates of the senate itself were often. 

SL~spendecl by the fear of losing J. repast; 
and manv of our o-encrals prided them-., b 

selves mort upon the arrangement of their 
tables, than the martial evoln t ions of their 

·troops. 
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After we h,v} eaten some time, Arsaces 
asked me what I thought of the Scythian 
1nethocl cf li,,ing. To speak my senti
n1ents, saul I, it is 1nore formidable to 
your eneni;es, than agreeable to your 
friendf. · He smiled at my sincerity, and 
.I departed; but from this hour he distin-
guished me with TI1<4.rks of peculiar fa
vour, and admitted n1e to a11 his counsels. 
This envied mark of distinction gave me 
no other plea5ure than as it so1netimes 
enahled me to be useful to my unhappy 
country1nen, and mitigate the rigour of 
:their conquerors. Indeed, while the 
~Teat Arsaces li;red, his love of justice and 
order was so great, that even the con
quered were safe fro1n all oppression. 
The pea,w.n t pursued his 1seful labours, un

terrified by tlic march of armies, or unso
•lici ted brought the produce of his fieldc 
to a \·olun tary market. ~ Jerchants from 
all the neighbouring nations cro\\'ded to 
our ports, attracted by the order and jus
tice which ,vere enforced in e\·ery part 
of Arsaccs' dominions: and even the van
quished tl1en1selyes, •kfenccd from op,· 
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1 re~sion and protected in their posses• 

sions, considered the' success of the Sey-· 

thians rather as a salutary revolution than 

as a barbarian conquest. 

Such was the pleasing prospect of af

fairs, when an unexpected disease, the 

consequence of unremitting exertions, 

put an end to the glorious life of our con

queror; and ,vith hin1 perished all hopes 

of safety or happiness to the Syrians. 

llis authority alone was capable of re

straining so many needy chieftains, so 

many victorious barbar;,~os: the spirit of 

1·apine and plunder, so 1onb represt, began 

now to spread through all the army. Every 

officer was an independent tyrant that 

ruled with despotic authority, and pun
ished as rebellion the least opposition to 

his will. The fields were no,v- ravaged, 

the citie.~ plundere<l, the ia<lustrious pea

sants driven away like herds of cattle, to 

labour for the caprice ?f unfeeling n1as

ters, or sold in distant regions as slaves. 

Now it was that the miserable and ha

rassed Syri~ 1 began to find, that the 
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l:ches which they ~o much es teem cd \Vere 
!1ut ~he cau::)es of their ruin, iustead of 
being instrumental to their safety. The 
poor, accustomed to hardship, have little 

· to fear ~mid the Yicissi tndes of life; the 
br~ve can always find a 1efuge in their 
own valour: but all the bitterness of 
existence is reserved for those, that have 
nci ther courage to defend what they 
1110s t value, nor fortitude to bear tbe loss. 

To increase the weight of our misfor
tunes, new tribes of barbarians, attracted 
by the success of their country men, issued 
1·ro1n their deserts, and hastened to share 
the spoil. But rapine admits not faith or 
partnership; and it was not long before 
the vanquished beheld their conquerors 
animated by implacable rage against each 
other, and suffering in turn the -violence 
and cruelties they had inflicted. 

At length one of the principal officers 
of Arsaces, who is said originally to ha\·e 
descended from the mountains which ,·ou 

•' 

inhabit, \\'aS rai sed to emp ire by the suc
cessful efforts of his soldiers. He has 
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already attacked and destroyed aU his 
competitors, and assembled under his 
banners the re1nainder of their forces . 
Tigranes, for thus is he named, possesses 
all the courage and activy of .i\ .. rsaces, but 
he is destiute of his generosisy and cle
n1ency. His ambition is vast and boun<l-
1cs-;; he grasps at universal empire, and 
rejoices to scatter ruin and destruction 
in his way. He has already subjected a11 
the maritime cities that derive their ori

gin from Greece, together with the fer- · 
tile plains of Syria. These mountains, in-· 
habited by a bold and hardy race of men, 
now present a barrier to his en terpris1ng 
spirit, and I am assured he already medi
tates the conquest. Ilis soldiers are drawn 
together from every part; they swarm 1i1-,.e 
ravening wolves along the fields> and no
thing can escape their fury. In vain did 
I think myself safe in the humble obscu

rity of my cottage, and the reputed favour 
of t he great Arsaccs. Yesterday, a law
less band, not contented with destroying 
n1y harvest and plundering n1y little pro-
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perty, seized my daughter and 1ne, and 

,s;lragged us away in chair:8. VVbat far

ther injuries, ,vhat farther insults \Ve 

might have suffered, it is impossible to 

determine; since Heaven was pleased to 
effect our deliverance when we had least 

reason to expect it. 
Such was the histm'Y of Chares, ,vhich 

Sophron and his family listened to with 

:fixed attention. · ,vhen he had finished, 
the father of Sophron again embraced the 

venerable stranger, and assured him of all 

the safety which their mountains coulcl be
stow. But, added he, if so imminent a 

danger is near, it behoves us to consult for 

the general safety; let us assemble all our 

friends and neighbours, that they iuay 

consider whether life is of 1norc conse-

quence than li beny; and, if they deter

mine to retain that freedom which they 

have received fr01n their ancevtors, bv 
" 

'what means it n1ay be best defc11ded. 
Sophron then immediately went out, and 

ascending a neighbouring rock, thus 

shouted out in a voice which echoed over 
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the neighbouring vallies: Arm, 0 ye in
habitants of Lebanon, and instantly tneet 
in council, for a powerful invader is near, 
and threatens you with death or slavery. 
This sound ,vas instantly repeated by all 
who heard it, so that in a short time the 
intelligence was dispersed to the very 
confines of the country. 

It was not long before a numerous as
sen1bly was convened. The aged ap
peared with all the majestic dignity of 
wisdom and experience; their counte
nances, indeed, indicated the ravages of 
tin1e, hut temperance and exerc1se had 
preserved them fr01n the loathsome dis
eases which grow on luxury and indo

lence. They were attended by their sons 
1n all the pride of youth and vigour, who 
rushed al_ong in arms, and seen1ed to 
breathe deliberate rage and unconquer
able oppositwn. '\Vhen they were a11 
assembled upon a spacious plain, Sop1non 
rose, and, with a becoming modesty, 
recited the adventures of the preceding 
night, and the alarming int-eHjgence he 
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had just received. He had scarcely fin

ished before a general cry of inclig1:iation 

burst unanimously from the whole assem

bly. '11hen it had a little subsided, a 

venerable old man, whose beard, white as 

the snow upon the surnn1its of the moun

tains, reached down to bis n1i<ldle, slowly 

arose, aud leaning upon his stafr~ spoke 

thus: Ninety years have I ten<lecl my 
flocks amid these n1ountains, and during 

all that time I have never seen an human 

being who was bold enough to propose 

to the inhabitants of Lebanon, that they 

should fear death more than infamy, 01 

submit to be the vassals of a tyrant. 1 t 
this a. second cry, which seemed to rend 

the very heavens, ,vas raised, and far

ther deliberation judged unnecessary, ex

cept upon the. most effectual means of 

defence. For this purpose, the c1.ged and 
more expedenced retired to a li:tle dis. 
tance to consult. They were not long in 

their deliberations; it was unanimously 

agreed, that all who were· able to bea~ 

arms should be embodied, and ·wait fo.r 
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the approach of the enemy within the 
boundaries of their own n1ountains. l'he 
nature of the country, al ways rough, and 
in 1nany parts inaccessible, would afford 
them, they thoaght, sufficient advan .. 

I 

tages even against the 111ore numerous 
and better disciplined troops of the in
vader: and, by the con1mon consent of 
all, Sophron was named the general of 
his country, and invested ,vith supren1e 
authority for its defence. "\Vhen these 
measures had been resolved upon, the 
assembly disper~e<l, and Sophron ""as left 
alone with Chares. It was then the 
stranger thus accosted hiin with a deep 
sigh : Did success, 0 virtuous Sophron, 
depend entirely upon the justice of the 
cause, or upon the courage and zeal ·of 
its defenders, I should have little doubt 
concerning the event of the present con
test. For, I can truly say, that, in all 
the various countries I have visited, my 
eyes have never seen a more martial race 
than I have this day beheld assembled; 
nor can I doubt that their sen ti-ment.:1 

VOL. III. . I. 
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correspond to their appearance. AI1, 

therefore, that can b~ effected by pa

tience, activity, and <laun tless courage, 

will be achieved by your countrymen 

in defence of their liberty. But war, 

unfortunately, is a trade, where long 

experience frequently confers advantages, 

"vhich no intrepidity can balance. The 

troops, ·which are how approaching, have 

been for years inured to the practice of 

slaughter; they join to a courage which 

defies every danger, a knowledge of every 

fraud and subtlety which can confound 

or Laffie an ad,·ersary. In bodily strength, 

in numbers, your countrymen are supe

rior; even in courage, and the coutempt 

of danger, they are prolJably 11ot inferior 

to their enemies: but such are the fatal 
effects of military skill an<l discipline, 

tbat I dread the event of a combat with 

such an army 2nd such a leader. 

Alas ! answered Sophron, how well do 

the mature reflections of your\\ isdon1 ac

cord with my presagin 6 fears ! I know 

that my countrymen will perform every 

' ll 
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rhing that can be effected by men in their 
situation; and that thousands will ge 4 

nerously sacrifice their lives rather than 
abandon the cause they have undertaken 
to defend: yet, when I consider the su
perior advantages of our enemies, tny 
fears are no less active than your own. 
This consolation, however, remains, that 
I shall either see my country victorious, 
or avoid the miseries which will attend 
her ruin. 

Hear me, then, replied Chares.-The 
virtues of your friends, my own obliga
tions to yourself, and the desire I feel to 
oppose the career of niad ambition, con
spire to wrest fro1n me a dreadful secret, 
vhich I have hitherto buried in my own 

bosom, and had determined to conceal 
from the knowledge of mankind. I have 
already told you that much of n1y life 
has been dedicated to the acquisition of 
knowledge, and the investigation of the 
laws of nature. Not contented with 
viewing the appearances of things, as 
they strike our sense5, I have endea .. 

L~ 
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·voured to penetrate into the deeper 1·e,, 

cesses of nature, and to disco\"er those 

seGrets which are concealed from the 

greater part of mankind. For this pur

pose, I have tried innumerable experi

ments concerning the manner in which 

bodies act upon each other; I have sub

mitted the plants, the stones, the 1nine

rals, which surround us, to the violence 

of all-consuming fire; I have examined 

their structure, and their different prin

ciples which compose them, with the pa

tient labour and perseYcrance of a lung 

life. ln the course of these inquiries, I 

have_ made 1nany curious and important 

discoveries, bµt one above the rest, 

,vJ1iqh I will now impart, under the .pro

mise of eternal and inviola!Jle secrc:cy. 

1: ·~oF, then, that I have found out an 

ensy and expeditious con1bination of 

common materiais, the effect of which 1 · 

equal or superior to the most poten~ a:1d 

destructive agents jn nature. Neither 

rhe proudest city can maintain its walls, 

or the strongest castle its bulwarks, 
fi 
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against the irresistible attacks of this 
extraordinary con1position. Increase but 
the quantity, and the very rocks anu 
111ountains will be torn asunder, with a 
violence that equals that of earthquakes~ 
VVholc armies, proud of their -triumphs) 
1nay be in an instant scattered and de
stroyed, like the sunnner's dust before 
the ·whirlwind; and, what increases the 
prodigy, a single man may securely give 
death to thousands.-This composition I 
have hitherto concealed, ii1 pity to the 
n1iseries of n1ankin'd; bur, since there 
appears no other me.thod of pr'eserving 
the virtuous inhabitants of these n1oun

ta1ns fr0111 s1avery and n1in, I am tleter~ 
mined to ·emnloy it in their defe1ice. G·i \·e 

l V 

orders, therefore, that a certain number of 
your countrymen pi:onde rne ,\'1th the in~ 
gredients that I shall 1ndicate, and expgct 
the amplest success fJ or~1 yoL,l o,nl valom j 
assisted by such powc1 ful auxiliaries. 
· Sophron said every thing to Ch'arcs 
which such an unexpected mark of cou -
fidcncc dcsGrved, an<l instantly received 
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his orders, and prepared to execute them 

,vith the greatest alacrity. Chares, mean

while, was indefatigable in the execution 

of his project, and it was not long before 

he had prepared a sufficient quantity to 

provide for the common defence. 1'igranes 

now approached with the rage and con

fidence of a lion that invades a flock 

of domestic animals. He had long for

gotten all the ties which atta~h men to 
the place of their birth, and neither time 

nor distance had been able to extinguish 

the hatred he had conceived to Sophron. 

Scarcely did he deign to send an ambas

sador befo:re his army. He, however, 

dispatched one with an imperious mes
sage, requiring all the inhabitants of 

Lebanon to submit to his victorious 

anns, or threatening them with the worst 

extremities of war. \Vhen the ambag

sador returned, and reported the fixed 

determination of Sophron and his country-

1nen, he was inflamed with rage, and or

dered his army to advance to the attack. 

They marched without opposition till 
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they entered the mountainous districts, 

,vhere all the bravest inhabitants were 

ranged in arms to n1eet the invader. 

Then arose the noise of ·war and the 

clang of arms; then man encountered 

man, and wounds and death were seen 

on every side. The troops of Tigranes 

advanced in close array, with long pro

tended spears; the inhabitants of Le

banon were lighter armed, and, with 

invincible courage, endeavoured to break 

the formidable battalion of their enemies. 

They rushed with fury upon the dreadful 
·range of WPapons, and, even wounded 

and dying, endeavoured to beat down 

their points, and open a ,vay to their 

• companions. Sophron was seen conspi

cuous in every part of the field, encou

raging his companions with his Yoice) 

and n1ore by 11 is actions. ,vhere,·er he 

turned his steps, he ·was followed by the 

bravest youth of h is party, and there the 

efforts and the slaug hter ,ve re ahv8ys 

g reatest. F ive times, covered with blood 

hncl d ust, b~ hrnde a desnerate c1wnr., 
.&. .... .... ... 
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·upon the troops of Tigranes, and five 

times did he force his bravest soldiers 

to give ground .. A.t length, the superioty 

of discjpline ancl experience began to 

prevail over the generous, but n1orc un

equal eH'orts of the defenders. The ve

teraDs of Tigranes perceived tl1eir adc 

vantage, and prc.-secl the enemy with 

_redoubied vjgour. This was the deci• 

:sive moment which Chares had foreseen 

and nrovidccl for· in an instant the bands 
~ 

of Lebanon retreat by the orders of So-

JJhro11, with a precipitation bordering 

upon flight. Tigranes, supposing him

se 1f certain of victory, orders his troops 

to advance ancl decide the fortune of the 

battle; but, while they are rashly pre

paring to obey, a surldcn noise js heard 

that equals the loudest thunders; the 

earth itself trembles with a convulsive 

motion under their feet; then bursts 

asunder with a violence that nothing 

can resist. 1:fundreds are in an insta11t 

swallowed up, or dashed against rocks, 

and miserably destroyed. i\leatH',' hi!c, 
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all nature seems to be convulsed around; 
the rocks themselves are torn fron1 thtir 
solid base, and with their enorrno\:.s frng" 
n1ents crusL \Vhole bands of rniserdb1e 
\\ retches benetth. Clouds of srnoke ob-
scu re the field of battle, and Yeil the 
combatants in a drradful shade; which 
·is, from tin1e to time, dispelled by flashes 
of rles tructive fire. Such a s1Jccess1011 
of horro{s daunted e,Ten the rnDst bra.Ye: 
scarcely could the troops of Lebanon, 
\\'ho bad been prepared to expect some 
ex traord i11ary in terpos1 t10n, maintain 
their post, or behold t1-)e spectacle of 
their enern y 's n1 ! n; but the bands of 
Tigrancs were struck with the 1,vilclest 

· ' rl l . 1 
' 1· constern~1t10n, ~111n : ct w1t11 trem!) mg 

i,teps c ·er the field. And r:ow these 
l 

prodigies were s·1cceedcd by an ay.1ful 
~nte1 ,;al of quiet; t11e peals of bqtstir:g 
t :Ht11der weTe no lo11ger heard, the light .. 
t1ings ceased to fla511, the mists that 
d,itkcned the :CPne we:e ro1l ed aw,::;., 
a nd liscovcrcd the rvario~1s. fort;.rne:.; ~)t, 
the fight .. 

'--' 
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was heard, exhorting bis companions to 
pursue the fugitives and complete their 
victory. They rushed forwards like 

· angry lions to the chase; but all resist
ance \\Tas at an end; and Sophron, who 
now perceived that the enemy was irre
trievably broken, checked the ardour of 
his men, and entre;;ited them to spare the 
vanquished. They obeyed his voice, 
and, after having chased them beyond 
the utmost boundaries of Lebanon, re
turned in triumph, amid the praises and 
acclamations of their joyfu I families, 
w born they had preserved . from sla \·ery 
by their valour. They then examined 
the field of battle, and, collectrn2' all 

u 

·who bad any remains of life, they treat-
ed them with the greatest humanity, 
binding up t11eir wounds, and adminis
tering to a11 their necessities. .Among 
the thickest dead ,vas found the breath~ 
less body of Tigr~mes) mise1·ably shat
tered and disfigured, but still exhibiting 
evident marks of passion an J ferocj ty . 
Sophron could not behold, without com-

h 
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passion, the friend of his early years, and 

the companion of his youthful sports. 

Unhappy n1an ! said he, thou hast, at 

length, paid the price of thy ungovern

able ambition! How much better wou1d 

it have been to have tended thy flocks 

upon the 111ountains, than to have blazed 

an angry meteor, and set for ever amid 

the curses of thy country! I-Ie then 
covered the body with a n1ilitary vest, 

and ordered it to be honourably burned 

upon a mighty funeral pile which was 

prepared for a1l the dead. 

The next day, an immense quantity of 

spoil was collected that had been aban
doned by the troops of Tigranes in their 

flight. The simple inlrnbitants of Leb3.
non, the greater part of wbom had never 

been Lcyond the limits of their moun

tains, were astonished at snch ~ display 

of luxury and magnificence. Already 

the secret poison of sensuality and ava

rice began to 1nf1ame their hearts, as 

t11e_y gazed on costly hangin gs, enriched 
with gold an<l silve1} on Pcrsiau carp ets, 
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and drinking vessels of the most exqui

site ,vorkmanship. Already had they 
begun to differ about the division of 
these splendid trifles, when Sophron, 

who marked the growing mischief~ and 
1'emembered the fatal effects which 
Chares had described in his travels, rose, 
and proposed to his country men, that the 
arms of their conquered enemies should 
be carefully preserved for the public de

fence, but that Jll the rest of the spoil 

.shoul~l be consumed upon the funeral 
pile prepared for the dead, lest the sim

plicity ot' the i:1habitants of Lebanon 
~hould be corrupted, a1:d the happy ec1ua-
1ity and union ,vhich had hitherto pre
vailed among the:11 i11 tcrru pted. This 

proposal was instautly applauded by all 
the older and ,viser part of the ~ssem bly, 

·vv bo rejoiced in seeing the evil.~ a \'ertcd 

·w bich they had so rn uch reason to appte
l)cnd: nor did f hose of a different cha

r3cter dare to express their sentiments, or 

attempt any open opposition. 

rrorn this time, Sophron \\'as unive_r-
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sally honoured by all a5 the most virtu

ous and valiant of his nation. He passed 

the rest of his life in peace and tranquil .. 
lity, contented with the exercise of the 

same rural emplvyments which had en

gaged his childhood. Chares, whose vir

tues and knowledge were equally admira

ble, was presented, at the public expense, 

with a small but fer ti le tract of land, suf

ticien t to supply him with all the com

forts of life; this the grateful inhabi

tants of the 1nountains continually clllti~ 
vated for him, as a memorial of the sig

nal assistance he had afforded them; and 

here, contented ,vi th the enjoyment of 
s_ccu ri ty and freedom, he passed the re-
1-µaining part of his life in the contem
plation of nature, and the delightful inter

course of virtuous friendship. 

"\Yhcn l\1iss Simmons had finished, 
~ommy expressed his astonish1nent nt tbe 

b.tter part of the story. Is 1 t possibie, 

said he, there can be any thing of so ex

traordinary a nature as to burst the very 

Jocks asnnc.le1·1 and destroy a;1 army at 

' f 
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once ?-Have you, then, never heard the 

explosion of a gun, or yon are ignorant 

of the destructive effects of the powder 

,rith which they charge it? said lvlr. 

Barlow. 
TO.:\Tl\IY. 

'Yes, sir; but that is nothing to what 

Chares did in the story. 

MR. BARLOW. 

That is only because it is used in very 
inconsiderable portions; but, were you to 

increase the quantity, it \,·ou Id be capable 
of effecting every thing \Vhich you heard 

- l\1iss Simmons describe. ,vhen nations 

are at war with each other, it is now 

·universa1ly the agent of destruction. 

They have large tubes of iron, called 

cannons, into which they ram a conside

rable quantity of powder, together with 

a 1arge iron ball, as big as you are able to 

lift. They then set fire to the powder, 

which explodes with so much violence, 
that the ball flies out, and destroys, not 

on1y every living thing it meets with; 

but even demo:ishes the strongest walls 
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that can be raised. Sometimes it is Lu
ried in considerable quantities in the 
earth, and then they contrive to inflame 
it, and to escape in time. ,vhen the fire 
comn1unicates with the mass, it is all in
flamed in an instant, and produces the 
horrible effects you have heard describ
ed. As such are the irresistible effects of 
gun-powder, it is no wonder that even a 
victorious army should be stopped in 
their progress by such a dreadful and 
unexpected event. 

TOMMY. 

That is true, indeed; and I declare 
Chares was a very good and sensible 
man. Ilad it not been for him, these 
brave inhabitants of Lebanon must have 
been enslaved. I now plainly perceive, 
that a 1nan may be of much more conse
quence by improving his mind in various 
kinds of knowledge, e,·en though he is 
poor, than by all the finery and magnifi
cence he can acquire. I wish, with all 
my heart, that 1\11 r. Barlow had been so 
good as to read ! this story to the young 

I I 
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gentlemen and ladies that were lately 

bcre. I think it would haYe rnade a 

great irnpre.:sion upon their mind ,J 

and would have prevented their feeling 
so much contempt for poor }Jarry, who 
js better and w;scr thJn them a11, though 
he does not powder his hair, or dress so 
genteelly. 

Tommy, said l\Ir. l\Jerton, ·wid1 J. kinJ 
of contemptuous smile, ,rhy shoL.ld you 

bclie,·e that the heari11g of a single story 
would change the characters of all your 
late friends, when nt·ither the good in

structions you have been so long rcce:v

ing from l\Ir. Barlow, 110r the intim:1<:'y 
yoa have had with l!arry, were sufficient 

to re~train yon r i m pctnous tern per, or 

pre,·cnt you from tree.ting him in the 

shameful manner you ha vc done? 

Tommy appeared very much abashed 
,;1i t h his father's rebuke;. he 1rnng do,vn 

his heu.d in silence a considerable time ~ 
~t length Iv~ f:1intly said-Oh> sir! 1 have, 

indeed, acted very ill: I have re1 clcrc(1 
myself.unworthy of th~ affection of ~r 
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imy best friends. But do not, pray, do 

not give n1e up entirely; you shall see 

how I will behave for the future; and, if 

ever I an1 guilty of the same faults again, , 

I consent that you should abandon 1ne 

for ever. Saying this, h~ silently stole 

out of the room, as if intent upon some 

extraordinary resolµtion. · His father ob

served his n1otions, and, smiling, said to 

:iV!r. Barlo,v, What can this portend? This 

boy is changeable as a weathercock. 

Every blast ,~hirls him round and round 

upon his centre, nor will he ever fix, I 

fear, in any direction. At least, said lvir. 

Barlo,v, you have the greatest reason to 

rejoice iu his present impressions, ,vhich 

arc good and estimable. And, I fear, it 

is the lot of n1ost human beings to ex

haust almost every species of error before 

they fix in truth and virtue . . 

Tom1ny now entered the room, but 

with a remarkable change in his dress 

and n1anner. He had combed the pow

der out of his hair, and demolished the 

elegance of his curls: he had divested his

dress of every appearance of finery, and 
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even his magsy and ponderous buckles, 
so long the delight of his heart, and the 
,vonder of his female friends, were taken 

from his shoes, and replaced by a pair of 
the plainest form and appearance. In 
this habiliment he appeared so totally 
changed from what he was, that even his 
1nother, who had lately become a little 
sparing of her observations, could not 
help exclaiming, "rhat, in the name of 
,voncler, has the boy been doing now? 

"\Yhy, Tommy, I protest you ha \'C made 
yourself a perfect fright, and you !ook 
more like a ploughboy than a young gen
tleman! 

lVIam1na, answered Tommy, gra v·:ly, I 

am only now what I ought alway3 to 

have been. Had I been contented w:th 
this dress before, .I never shou id have 
imitated such a parcel of coxcomhs as 

you have lately had at your house; nor 
pretended to admire l\iiss l\fatilda's mu

sic, which, I own, tired me as much as 
I-Iarry, and had almost set n1e asleep; nor 

hhould I have exposed myself at the play 
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and the ball; and, ,vhat is vvorst of all, I 

should have avoided all my shameful be

haviour to Harry at the bull-baiting. But 

fr01n this time, I shall apply myself to 

the study of nothing but reason and phi

losophy; and therefore I have bid adiea 

to dress and finery for ever. 

It ,vas with great difficulty that the 
gentlemen could refrain fro1n laughing at 

Tommy's harangue, delivered with infi

nite seriousness and solemnity; they 

however concealed their emotions, and 

encouraged him to persevere in such a 

laudable resolution. But, as the 11ight 

,vas now pretty far advanced, the whole 

family retired to bed. 

The next morning, early, Tommy arose, 

and dressed himself with his new1y adopt

ed simplicity; and, as soon as breakfast 

was over, entreated l\Ir. Barlow to ac

company hi1n to :Harry Sandford's. But 

he did not forget to take with him the 

lamb, ,vhich he had caressed and fed 
with constant assi<luity ever since he had 

so valiantly rescued him fr01n his devour• 

•I ,. 

I' 
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Jing enemy. ·As they approached tlJe 

}muse, the first object which Ton1my dis

tinguished was i11s little friend at some 

distance,. who ·was driving his father's 

ulwep along the common. At this sight, 
h is impetuosity could no longer be re

fitrained, and, springing forward with all 

his speed, he arrived in an instant, pant

ing-, and out of breath, and incapable of 

speaking. Harry, who knew his friend, 

and p1airiiy perceived the dispositi011s 
,vith which be ap.proached, n1et him with 

ope11 arms; so that the reconciliation was 

begun and completed in a moment; and 

1. fr. Barlow, who now arrived \Vith the 

lamb, had the pleasure of seeing· his Iitt!e 

pupils mutually giving and receiving 
every unaffected mark of the warmest 
affection. 

Harry, said l\:Ir. Barlow, I bring yon a 
little friend, who is sincerely penitent for 
hi:, offences, and comes to own the faults 

Le has committed. That I am, indeed, 

said Tom rn \', a little recoYcrecl, and able ., 

to speak. But I have behaved 80 iii, ana 
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have been such an ungrateful fellow, that 
I am afraid Harrv will never be able to ~· 
forgive me. Indeed, indeed, said Harry, 
there you do me the greatest injustice; 
for I have already forgotten every thing 
Lut your former kindness and affection. 

And I, answered To111my, will never for
get how ill, how ungratefully I have used 
you, nor the goodness with which you 
now receive 111e. To111my then recol1ect

ep his lamb, and presented it to his friend; 
y.,rhile lW r. Barlow told hi1n the story of 

its rescue, and the heroism exerted in 

its defence. Harry seemed to reGeive 
equal pleasure from the restoration of his 
favourite, and the affection Tom1ny had 
sho\vn in its preservatipn, and, taking hin1 
by the hand, he led him. into a small but . 
neat and convenient house, where he was 
most cordially \\ elcon1ed by Harry's fa-

- rnily. In a corner of the 9himney sat the 
h?nest black who had performed so sig
nal a service at the bull-baiting. Alas ! 
said Tommy, there is another instance of 
n1y negligence and ingratituQ.e. I now 

It 
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see that one fault brings on another with
out end. Then, advancing to the black, 
he took him kindly by the hand, and 
thanked him for the preservation of his 
life. Little master, replied he, you are 
extremely welcome to all I have done. 
I would at any time risk my own safe
ty to preserve one of my fellow_-creatures; 
and, if I have been of any use, I have 
been amply repaid by the kindness of 
this little boy, your friend, and all his 
·worthy family. That is not enough, said 
Tommy, and you shall soon find what it 
is to oblige a person like ...... Here a 
stroke of pres,umption was just coming 
out of Tommy's 1nouth, but, recollect
ing himself, he added, A person like my 
father. And now he addressed himself 
to I-Iarry's mother, a venerable, decent 
·woman, of a middle age, and his t\vo sis
ters, plain, modest, healthy-looking girls, 
a little older than their brother. All 
th~se he treated with so much cordiality 
and attention, that all the company were 
delighted with him; so easy is it for 
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those who possess rank and fortune to 
gain the goo<l-will of their fellow-crea- , 
tures; and so inexcusable is that surly 
pride which renders many of then1 de
setTed ly odious. 

When dinner was ready, he sat down 
with the rest, and as it was the custo1n 
here for every body to wait upon himself-; 
Tommy insisted upon their suffering hi1n 
to conforn1 to the established method. 
The victuals \Vere not indeed very delicate, 
but the food was wholesome, clean, and 
served up hot to table; an advantage 
w bich is not al ways found in elegant 
apartments. Tom1ny ate ,vith a consi
derable appetite, and seemed to enjoy his 
new situation as nH1ch as if he had never 
experienced any other. After the dinner 
,vas remo ved, he thought he might with 
propriety gratify the curiosity he felt to 
converse with the black upon fighting 
bulls, for nothing had n1ore astonished 
htm than the account he had heard of his 
courage, and the ~ase with which he had 
subdued so tcrri ble an animal. lVIy friend, 

• 
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said he, I suppose in your own country, 

you have been very 111uch used to bulI

baitings; otherwise you never would 

have dared to encounter such a fierct 

creature; I must confess, though I can 

tame most animals, I never was more 

frighted in my life, than when I sa\v him 

break loose; and ·without your assi£tance, 

I do not know what would have become 

ofme. 
l\1aster, replied the black, it is not in 

my own country that I have learned to 

manage these animals. There, I have 

been accustomed to several kinds of hunt-. 

ing 1nuch n1ore dangerous than this; and, 

considering how much you white peo

ple despise us blacks, I own, I ,vas very 

much surprised to see so many hundreds 

of you running a,vay from such an insig

nificant euemy as a poor tame bull. 

Tommy blushed a little at the remem

brance of the prejudices he had formerly 

entertained, concerning blacks and his 

own superiority; bnt not choosing now 

to enter _upon the subject, he asked thp 
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man where then he had acquired so much 
dexterity in taming them. 

I \vill tell you, n1aster, replied the 
black. When I lived a slave an1ong the 
Spaniards at Buenos Ayres, it used to be 
a con1mon employment of the people to 
go into the woods and hunt cattle down 
for their subsistence. The hunter mounts 
his fleetest horse, and takes with him a 
strong cord of a considerable length:_ 

'when he sees one of the wild kine, which 
he destines for his prey, he pursues it at 
full speed, and never fails to overtake it 
by the superior swiftness of his horse. 
,vhile he is thus employed, he holds the 
cord ready, at the end of which a sliding 
noose is formed; and when he is at a con
venient distance, throws it from hi1n with 
such a certain hand, that the beast is en
tangled by one of his legs, after which it 
is impossible for him to escape. 

That you 111ay form the clearer idea of 
,vhat a man is capable of executing, with 
courage and address, I will relate a wost 
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t"xtraordinary incident to which I was 

witness, during my residence in that part 

of the world. A certain man, a native of 

the country, had committed some offence, 

for which he was condemned to labour 

several years in the gullies. I-le found 

means to speak to the governor of the 
f 

• 

town, and besought h1tn to change the 

nature of his punishn1ent. I have been 

brought up, said he, a warrior, and fear 

dishonour, but not death. Instead of 
ronsuming my strength and spirits in 

such an ignominious employment, let me 

have an opportunity of achieving some

thing worthy to be beheld, or of perish

ing like a ·brave n1an in the attempt. In 

-a few days a so1ernn feast is to be cele

brated, at which you will not fail to be 

present, attended by all your people. I 

will there, in the presence of the ·whole 

city, encounter the fiercest bull you can 

11rocure. I desire no assistance but my 

horse, no weapons but th:s cord; yet 

thus prepared I will meet bis fury, and 

take him by the head, the horns, tbe feet, 
..... 
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1s you shall direct. I will then thro,v 
him clown, bridle him, saddle him, and 
vault upon his back; in this situation, 
you shall turn out two more of the fierc
est bulls you can find, and I will attack 
them both, and put then1 all to death ,vith 
iny dagger, the instant you shall com.
rnand. The governor consented to this 
brave n1an's request, more from curiosity 
to see so extraordinary a spectacle, than 
from the opinion it would be attended 
,vith success. ,vhen the appointed day 
arrived, the inhabitants of all the city as
sembled and took their seats in a vast 
building which surrounded a considera
ble open space, destined for this mnazing 
combat. The brave American then ap-

. pearecl, alone, on horseback, armed with 
:oothing but his cord; and, after riding 
round the place, and saluting the com
pany, he waited intrepi(lly for his enemy. 
Presently an enormous bull was let loose, 
who, as soon as he beheld the man, at
ta-cked h1n1 with all his fury. The Arne
r~can avoided his shock with infinite <lex-

. Mj 
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terity, and gallopped round the bu 11, who, 

in his turn betook himself to flight. The 

valiant horseman pm:sued his flying ene

my, and, while he was thus engaged, de

sired the governor to direct vv here he 

,vould have him seized. He replied, it 
,vas a matter of indifference to him; and 

the American instantly throwing his 

noose, which he held ready all the time, 

caught the bull in his flight by one of his 

hinder legs: then gallopping two or three 

times round the animal, he so enveloped 

hi1n in the snare-, that, after a few violent 

efforts to disengage himself, he fell to 

the earth. He then leaped lightly from 

his horse, and the animal, who bad been 

perfectly trained up to this kind of com

bat, stood still and kept the cord extend

ed; while his n1aster ad,·anced to the 

bull, and put him to death in an instant, 

by stabbing him \vitb his _dagger behind 

the horns. All the assembly uttcrpd a 

shout of admiration; but the con4L1eror 

told them that what they had seen was 

nothing, ~nd, disentangling his cord fron1 

t 
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the slaughtered beast, he composedly 

1noun ted his horse, and "ai ted for a nevi 

and more forn1idable enemy. Presently, 

the gate of the torillo was opened, and a 

bull, 1nuch more furious than the last, 

rushed out, ,vho1n he was ordered to 

bridle and saddle, according to his en

gagement. 

I protest, said Tommy, this is the most 

,vonderful story I ever heard. I do not 

believe all the fine gentlemen I have ever 

seen, put together, would dare to attack 

such a bull. 

l\faster, replied the black, the talents 
of 1nankind are various, and nature has, 

in every country, furnished the human 

species with all the qualities necessary for 

their preservation. In this country, and 

1nany othe1 s which I have seen 7 there are 

thousands who live like birds in cages, 

upon the food provided by others, with

out doing any thing for themselves. But 

they should be contented with the 1rnp
piness they enjoy, if such a life can be 

"ailed happiness, and not despise their. 
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fellow-creatures, without whose continual 

assistance they could not exist an instant. 

Very true, indeed, answered Tommy. 
You seem to me a very honest, sensible 

man, though a negro; and, since I have 

given myself up to the improvement of 
my mind, I entertain the same opinions. 
But, l~t us hear how this brave n1an sue .. 

ceeded in his next attempt. 

vVhen the champion perceived this 

second enemy approach, he waited for 
hi:11 with the same intrepidity he had 

discovered bcfo1 e, and a voided his formi
dable shock by making his horse wheel 
ni1nbly round the bu 11. VVhen he had 

thus baffled his fury, and put his enemy 
to flight, he chased him some time as he 
lrncl done the former, till he drove hin1 
near to tbc n1iddle of the enclosed space, 
where a strong post had been firmly 
fixed in to the ground. As soon as he 
approached the spot, he • threw the un
erring noose, and, catching the hull b_y 

' the horns, entangled him as he had done 

before, and dragged 1nm with ~ome difri-

I 
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culty to the stake. To this he bounr\ 

him down so closely, that it becan1e im-

, possible for the creature either to resist 

or stir. Leaping then fron1 his horsef 

,vho remained imn1oveable· as before, he 

took a saddle, ,vhich had been left there 

on purpose, and girded it firn1ly on the 

back of the bull; through his nostrils he 

thrust an iron ring, to ,vhich was fixed ~ 

cord, which he brought o\·er his neck a~ 

a bridle; and then, arrping his hand v,ri th 

a short pike, he nimbly vaulted upun the 

back of thi~ new and terrible cour?er. 

The creature all this time did not cease 

to bellow with every expression of ragel 

,vhich had not the least effect uron the 

mind of this valiant. man. On tl1e con

trary, coolly taking a knife. he:, cut the 

cord which bound him to the stake, ,UH~ 

restored him to perfect liberty. The 

creature, thus disengaged, exerted C\'ery 

effort of strength and fury to throw hi~ 

rider, who kept his seat u11dann tee! i 

spite of all his violent agitations. Th~ 

gates of the torillo were then thrown 
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cpen, and two other furious bulls ruslied 
out, and seemed ready to attack the.man; 
but, at the instant they perceived the 
manner in which he was mounted, their 
rage gave vvay to terror, and they fled 
precipitately away. The other bull fol
lowed his companions, and bore his rider 
several times round the amphitheatre jn 
-this extraordinary chase. This spectacle 
had already lasted some time, to the ad
mfration of all present, ·when the gover
~or ordered the man to complete the bu
siness by putting all the bulls to death. 
1-Ie, instantly drawing his knife, plunged 
it be bind the horns of the bull on which 
he rode, who immediately dropped down 
dead, while the conqueror, disengagi1Jg 
himself as he fel], stood upright by the 
slaughtered animal. 1--Ie then mounted 
l1is horse again, who had been placed in 
safety at some little distance, and pursu
ing the chase as before, with his fatal 
noose, disp~tched both the surviving ani~ 
mals without the least difficulty. 

Tommy expressed the greatest admi-
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ration at tbis recital; and now, as the 

evening began to advance, Mr. Barlow 

invited hi1n to return. But To1nmy, in

stead of complying, took hi1n by the 

band, thanked him for all his kindnes~ 

and attention, but declared his resolution 

of staying some tin1e with his friend 

Harry. The 111ore I consider my own 

behaviour, said he, the more I feel myself 

ashamed of my fo1ly and ingratitude. 

13ut you haYe taught 1ne, n1y dear sir, 

that all I have in my power is to acknow

ledge them, which I most willingly do 

-before all this- good family, and entreat 

.}Jarry to think that the impressions I 

now feel are such as I shall never forget. 

·llarry em braced his friend, and assured 

l-1im once 1no1e of his being perfectly re

conciled; and all the fan1ily stood mute 

with admiration at the conL~escension of 

the young gen tlcrnan, who was not 

!~shamed of acknowlcdg1ng his faults 
, . . {' . 

eyen to 111s 1111 en ors. 

~ 1Ir. Barlo,•,; approvet1' of Tommy's. de-

sign> and t0ok upon hirn to auswer for 

M5 
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the consent of l\1r. 1f erton to .his s ta '<'i110-
.1 ~ 

some time with I-Jarry; then taking his 

leave of all the company, he departed . 

.But Tommy began now to enter upon 
a course of life which was very little con-• 

sistent with his former hauits. I-le sup

ped with great cheerfulness, and e\·cn 

found himself happy with the rustic fare 

which was set befo1 e bim, accomparned 

as it was with unaffected civility, and an 

hearty welcome. He went to Led early, 

and slept very souc.d all night; ho\vever~ 

when Harry ca:i,e to call hi!l1 the uext 

:mor111i1g at five, as he had made l1im pro .. 

n1ise to do, he f0L111Cl a considerable d iffi
cu l ty in rousing himself at the sni11mo11s. 

Conscious pride, howe·rer, and the newly 

acquired dignity Gf his character, sup~ 

_ported him; he recollected that he should 
disgrace himself in the eyes of his father, 

of Tvlr. Barlow, and of all the family, with 
which he now was, if he appeared inca

pable of acting up to his O\Vn declara.

tions; be therefore made a noble effort, 

leaped Out of bed, dressed himself, and 



SAXDFORD AND l\IERTON. 275 

followed IIarry. Not contented ,vith 

this, he accompanied him in all his rustic 

employments, and, as no kind of country 

exercise was entirely new to him since 

his rc~iclcnce with l\Ir. Barlow, he ac

qnittcd himself with a degree of dexte

rity which g:.iined him new comm enc.la .. 

tions. 
Thus did l)e pass the first day of his 

v•isi t, with s01pe 1i ttle difficulty indeed, 

hut without deviating from his resolu

tion. The second, he found his change 

of life infinitely more tolerable; an\l 

in a very little sp:1.ce of time, he was al-

1nost reconciled to his new situation. 

The addition.al exercise he used improved 

h~s health an<.! strength, and added so 

co,nside1'cib1y to his appetite, that he be

gan to think the 1aule of farmer Sandford 

e,:<. ceded a.ll he had ever tried Lefore. 

By thus practising the common useflll 

occupations of life, be be6an to fed a 

more tender interest in the con.mon con~ • 

eerns of his fc 1,lo,v-c.:rcaturcs. He now . 
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Ivf r. Barlow had not deceived him in the
Yarious representations he 1rncl n1ade of 
the utility of the lower classes, and conse
quently of the humanity which is due to· 
them· when they discharge thei.r duty. 
Nor did that gentleman abandon his little 
friend in this important trial. He visited 
him frequently, pointed out every thing 
that was curious or interesting about the 
farm, a11d encouraged him to persevere 
by his praises. You are 110,v, said I\lr. 
Barlow, one day, beginning to practise 
those virtues which have rendered the 
great men of other tin1es so ju3tly famous . 
It is not by sloth, nor finery, nor the meau 
jnclulgence of our appetites, tJ1at great
ness of character, or even reputation, is to 
be acquired. He that ,vouid excel otherJ
in Yirtne or knowledge, 1nust first excel 
them in temperance and application. You 
cannot imagine that men fit to command 
an army, or to giYe laws to a state, ,vcre 
ever formed by an idle and effeminate 
education. "\Vhen the Roman people, 
oppressed by their cnem1es, were looking 
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out for a leader able to defend then1, and 

change the fortune of the war, where did 

they seek for this extraordinary man? It 

was neither at banquets, nor in splendid 

palaces, nor amid the gay, the elegant, 

or the dissipated; they turned their steps 

towards a poor and solitary cottage, such 

as the 111eanest of your late companions 

,vould consider \\ i th con tern pt; there 

they found C'incinnatus, whose virtues 

and abilities were allowed to excel all the 

rest of his citizens, turning up the soil 

,vith a pair of oxen, and ho1ding the 

plough him~elf. This great n1an had heen 

inured to arms and the 1nanagernent of 

public affairs, even from his infancy; he 

}1ad repeatedly led the Roman legions to 

victory; yet in the 11ou-r of peace, or 

·when his country did not require his ser

vices, he deemed no employ1nent more 

honourable than to labour for his own 

s..ibsiste11ce. 
\Vhat would all your late friends bave 

., 

said, to ~ee the greatest n1cn in England, 

and tbe bravest officers of the ar.my, 
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crowding round the house of one uf those 

obscure farmers you have been accustfHn

ed to despise, and entreating him, in the 

n1ost respectful language, to leave his 

fields, and accept of the highest dig-

11i ty in the government or army? Yet 

this ,vas actually the state of things at 

Rome; and it was characters like these, 

with all the train of severe and ruo·o·ed 
t,t, 

virtues, that elevated that pec-pJe auo\·e 

all the other nations of the world.-A .. nc! 

tell me, my little fritnd; since chance, 

11ot merit, too frequently allots the situa

tion in ,d1ich men :ire to act, had you ra

t11er, j n an high station, appear to al I 

n1ankind unworthy of the advantages you 

enjoy, or, in c! low one, seem equal to the 

most exalted .employ111ents by your vir~ 

'lues and abilities? 

Such were the cpnversation~ which 

l\1r. Barlow frequently held with Tommy, 

and _which never failed to iuspire him 
i.ri th new resolution to perscvc re. I\ or 

could he help being frcquen tly affected 

r. 

r 



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 279 

by the comparison of f-Iarry's behaviour 
with his own. No cloud seemed ever to 
shade the features of his friend, or alter 

the uniform sweetness of his tern per. 
Even the repeated provocations he had 
received were either totally obliterated, 
or had 1nadc no disagreeable impressions. 

After discharging the necessary duties of 
the day, he gave up the rest of his time 
to the amusement of Tommy, with so 
much zeal and affection, that he could 

not avoid loving him a thousand times 

better than before. 
During the evening he frequently con

.. ersed with the honest negro concerning 
the most remarkable c1rcun1sta11ces of 

the country where he was born. One 
nigbt that he scen1cd peculiarly inquisi
tive, the black gave him the following 

account ofhirnself. 
I was born, said he, in the neighbour

hood of the river Gambia in .Africa. In 
this country people are astonishcf1 at my 
colour, and start at the sight of a bk .. cl
rn an, as if he <lid not belong to their spe

cies: bl.l t there: every 110d y resen1 blcs n1e; 
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arid when the first white men landed upon 

our coast, we were as n1uch surprised 

. with their appearance as you can be with 

ours. In some parts of the world I have 

seen men of a yellow hue, in others of a 

copper colour, and all' have the foolish va
nity to despise their fellow-creatures as 

infinitely inferior to themselves. There in

deed they entertain these conceits from 

ignorance·; but in this country, where 

the natives pretend to superior reason, I 

hnve often wondered thev could be in~ ., 

fluenced by such a prt'judice. ls a black 

horse thought to be inferior to a white 

one in spet"d or strcno·th or coLuJo·e~ Is 
' ' b ' t, . 

a white cow thought to give more milk, 

or a white dog to have an acuter scent iH 
pursu1r1g the game? On the contrary, I 
have genera1ly found, in almost every 

country, that a pale colour jn animals is 
considered as a mai k of weakness and in

fcriori ty. \-Vhy t]1en should: a certain 

·race of men imagine themselves. supcricr 

to the rest, for the \·ery circumstance· 

t:Jey despise in other animals.? 
But in the country where I ,vas born,_ 

,. 
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it is n-ot only man that differs from what 

\Ve• see here, but every other circum

stance. Here, for a considerable part of 

the year, you are chilled by fro~ts and 

snows, and scarcely behold the presence 

of the sun during that gloomy season that 

is called the winter. ,vith us the sun is 

always present, pouring out light and 

heat, and scorching us with his fiercest 

beams. In n1y country we know no dif

ference in the lengths of nights and days: 

all are of equal length throughout the 

year, and present not that continual variety 

,vhich you see here. "\iVe have neither ice, 

nor frost, nor snow; the trees never lose 

their leaves, and we have fruits in every 

season of the year. During several 

months, indeed, we are scorched by un

remitting heats, which parch the ground, 

dry up the rivers, and afflict both 1nen 

and ani1nals with jntolerablc thirst. In 

that season, you may behol<l lions, tigers, 

elephants, and a yariety of other fero

cious animals, driven fron1 their dark 

abodes in the midst of impenetrabl~ 
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forests, ?own to th~ lo\ver grounds and 
the sides of rivers. Every njght we 
hear their savage ye11s~ their cries of 
rage, and think ou1·selves scarcely safe 
in our cottages. In this country you 
ha,·e reduced all other animals to 
subjection, and have nothing to fear 
ex sept from each other. You even 
shelter yourselves from 'the injuries of _ 
the weather in mansions that seem cal
culated to last for ever, in impenetrable 
houses of brick or stone, that ,vould 
have scarcely any tl1ing to fear from the 
,vhole animal creation; but, with us, a 
few reeds twisted together, and perhaps 
daubed over with slime or mud, com
pose the whole of our dwellings. ·Yet 
there the innocent negro would sleep 
as happy and contented as you do in 
your palaces, provided you did not drag 
him by fraud and violence away, and 
force him to endure all the excesses of 
your cruelty. 

It was in one of these cottages that I 
.first remember any thing of rny~elf. A 

( 

\' 
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few stakes set in the ground, and inter 

·woven with dry reeds, covered at top 

with the spreading leaves of the palm, 

composed our dwelling. Our furniture 

consisted of three or four earthen pip

kins, in which our food was dressed; a 

few mats ,voven with a silky kind of 

grass to serve as beds; the instrun1ents 

,vith which 1ny mother turned the ground, 

and the javelin, arrows, and lines, which 

my father used in fishing or the chase. 

In this country, and 111any others where 

I have been, I observe that nobody 

thinks himself happy till he has got 

together a thousand things ,vhich he 

does not \Vant, and can never use; you 

live in houses so big, that tbt;y are fit 

to contain an army; you cover yourselves 

with superfluous clothes that restra,iu 

all the n1otions of your bodies: when 

you want to eat, you 1nust have meat 

enough served up to nourish a whole 

village; yet I have seen poor famished 

wretches starving at your gate, while 

the n1aster had before hin1 at least an 
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hundred times as n1uch as he could 
consume. ,re negroes, whom you treat 

as savages, have different 1nanners and 
different op·jnions, The first thing that 

I can remember of myself was the run

ning naked about such a cottage as I 
have described, with four of my little 

brothers and sisters. I have observed 

your children here with astonishment: 

as soon as they are born, it seems to be 
the business of all about them, to render 
them weak, helpless, and unable to use 
any of their limbs. The little negro, on 

the contrary, is scarcely born before he 
learns to crawl about upon the ground. 

Unrestrained by bandages or ligatures, 
he comes as soon and as easily to tLe 
perfect use of all his organs as any of 
the beasts wbich surround birn. Before 

your children here are taught to venture 
themselves upon their feet, be has the 
perfect use of his, and can follow his 
inother in her daily labours. 

This I remember \\ras my ow11 case. 
Sometimes I used to go v1ith my mother 
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to the field, where all the women of the 

village were assembled to plant rice 

for their subsistence. The joyful songs 

,vhich they used to sing, amid their 

toils, delighted my infant ear; and, when 

their daily task was done, they danced 

together under the shade of spreading 

palms. In this manner did they raise 

the simple food, which was sufficient for 

themselves and their children; ya111s, a 

root resen1bling your potatoe, Indian 

corn, and, above all, rice: to this were 

added the fruits which nature sponta

neously produced in our woods, and the 

produce of the chase and fishing. ·y ec 

,vith this we are as much contented c}..S 

you are with all your splendid tables, 

and enjoy a greater share of health and 

strength. As soon as the fiery heat of 

the sun declined, you n1ight behold the 

master of every cottag·e reposing Lefore 

his own door, and feasting upon his 

zness of roots or fruits, with. all his 

family around. If a traveller or stranger 

happened to come from a distant coun-
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try, he ,vas welcome to enter into ever:,· 
house, and share the provisions of the 
family. No door was barred against his 
entrance, no surly servant insulted hi1n 
for his poverty; he entered wherever he 
pleased, set himself down lvith the fa. 
mily, and then pursued his journey, or 
reposed himself in quiet till the next 
morning. In each of our towns there is 
generally a large building, where the 
elder part of the society are accustomed 
to meet in the shade of the evening, and 
converse upon a variety of subjects; the 
young and vigorous divert themselves 
,vith dances and other pastimes, and the 
children of different ages amuse them
selves with a thousand sports and gam
bols adapted to their age: some ain1 
their little arrows at marks, or dart their 
light and blunted javelins at each other, 
to form themselves for the exercises of 
war and the chase; others wrestle naked 
upon the sand, or run in sportive races 
with a degree of activity which I have 
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never seen a1nong the Europeans, who 

pretend to be our n1asters. 

I have described to you the building 

of our houses; simple as they are, they 

answer every purpose of human life, and 

every n1an is his own architect. An 

hundred or two of these edifices con1-

pose our towns, which are generally sur

rounded by lofty hedges of thorns to se~ 

cure us from the midnight attacks of 

, ' ild beasts, with only a single entrance, 

\. hich is carefully closed at night. 

Yon talk, said Tommy, of wild beasts; 

pray have you many of thern in your 
country? Yes, said the black, master, 

we have then1 of many scrts, equally 

dreadful and ferocious. First, we have 

tbe lion, which I dare say you have heard 

of, and perhaps seen. He is bigger than 

the largest mastiff, and infinitely stronger 

,and more fierce; his paws alone are such, 

that with a single blow he is able to 

knock down a man, and almost eYery 

other animal; but these paws are armed 

with claws so sharp and dreadfu~, that 
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nothing can resist their violence. vVheu 
he roars, every beast of the forest be

takes himself to flight, and even the 
boldest hunter can scarcely hear it with-
out dismay. Sometimes, the most va
liant of our youth assemble in bands, 

arm themselves with arrows and javelins> 

and go to the chase of these destructive 

animals. When they have found his retreat: 

they generally make a circle round, ut

tering shouts and cries, and clashing 

their arms, to rouse hi1n to resistance . 
. The lion, meanwhile, looks round upon 
his assailants with indifference or con

tempt; neither their number, nor their 
horrid shouts, nor the glitter of their 

radiant arms, can daunt him for an 
instant. At length he begins to lash 
his sides ·with his long and nerrous tail, 
a certain sign of rising rage; his eye~ 
sparkle with destructive fires; and, if 
the number of the hunters is very great) 
he perhapg moves slowly on. But this 

he is not permitted to do; a javelin, thrown 

at hirn from behind,_ wounds him in the 

t.: 
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flan'k, and con1pels him to turn. Then 
ynu behold him roused to fury and des-
peration; neither wounds, nor streaming f. 
blood, nor a triple row of barbed spears, 
can prevent him from springing upon 
;the daring black who has wounded him. 
Should he reach him, in the attack, it is 
certain death; but generally the hunter, 
who is at once contending f0r glory and 
his _o

1
wnh_Iife,b and is_ e~u

1 
re<l

1 
to dandge1

1
·,
1 

L 
avo1c s 1m y a n1111u e eap, an a 
11is companions hast~n to his assistance. 
Thus is the lion pressed and wounded 
on every side, his rage is ineffectual, and 
only exhausts his strength the faster; 
an hundred wounds are pouring out 
his blood at once, and at length he 
bites the ground in the agonies of death, 
and yields the victory, though uncon-
quered. 

,vhen he is dead, he is carried back in 
triumph by the hunters, as a trophy of 
their courage. All the village rushe~ 
out at once; the young, the old, ,vomea 
and children, uttering joyful shouts, and 

VOL. III. N 
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praising the valour of their champions. 

The elders admire his prodigious size, 

his n1ighty limbs, his dreadful fangs, 

and perhaps repeat tales of their own 

exploits; the women seem to tremble 

at their fierce enemy, even in his death; 

while the men compel their children to 

approach the monster, and tinge their 

1i ttle weapons in his blood. All utter 

joyful exclamations, and feasts are made 

in every house, to which the victors are 

invited as the principal guests. These 

are in tended at once to reward those who 

have performed so gallant an achieve• 

ment, and to encourage a spirit of enter

prise in the rest of the nation. 

What a dreadful kind of hunting nn1st 

this be1 said Ton1my. But I suppose if 

any one n1eets a lion alone, it is impossi

ble to resist him. Not always, answered 

the black. I will tell you ·what I once 

was witness to myself. :\Iy father ,vas 

reckoned not only the most skilful· hun

ter, but one of the bravest of our tribe : 

innumerable are. the wild beasts which 

0 

. 
0 

I 
1,, 



I. 
I 

SANDFORD AND 1\IERTON. 291 

have fallen beneath his arm. One even
ing-, w·hen the inhabitants of the whole 
village were assembled at their sports 
and dances, a monstrous lion, allured, I 
suppose, by · the smell of human flesh, 
burst unexpectedly upon them, without 
\Yarning them of his approach, by roar
ing, as he commonly doest As they ,vere 
unarn1ed, and unprepared for defence, 
all but my father instantly fled, trem
bling, to their huts; but he, who had 
never yet turned his back upon any beast 
of the forest, drew from his side a kind 
of knife, or dagger, which he constantly 
·wore, and, placing one knee and one 
hand upon the ground, waited the ap
proach of his terrible foe. The lion in
stantly rushed upon hin1 with ,a fury not 
to be described; but n.1y father received 
him upon the point of his weapon, with 

so steady and so composed an aim_, that 
he buried it several inches in his belly. 
The beast attacked him a second time, 

aud a second time received a dreadful 
·wound, not however without laying bare 

N 2 
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one of n1y father's sides with a sudden 
stroke of his claws. Tbe rest of the vil

lage then rushed in: and soon dispatched 
the lion ·with innumerable wounds. 

·This exploit appeared so extraordinary, 

that it spread my father's fame through-• 

out the ·whole country, and gained him 

the name of the undaunted hunter, as an 

honourable distinction, from the neigh
bourhood.-U nder such a parent, it was 
not long before I was taught every spe• 
cies of the chase. At first, n1y father 

only suffered me to pmsue stags and 

otber feeble animals, or took me in his 

canoe to fish. Soon, hc}\i,rcvcr) I was en
trusted Viri th a bow aucl arrows) and 
placed with many other children and 
young men to defend our rice-fields fron1 
tlie depredations of the river-horse. Rice, 
it is necessary to observe, is a plant that 
requires great moisture jn the soil; all 

our plantations, therefore, are rna<le by 
the side of ri\·ers, in the soft fertile 
soil w hi.ch is . overflo,vcd in the rainy 

season. .But when the grain is almost 



:ripe, ·we are forced to defend it fron1 a' 

variety of hurtful animals, that would 

otherwi:e deprive us of the fruits of our 

labours; among these, one of the prina 

cipal is the animal I hJve mentioned.· 

l-Iis size and bulk are immense, being 

twice tbe bigness of the largest ox which 

I have seen in this country. He has 

four legs, which are short ane:l thick, an 

head of a monstrous nrngnitude, and 

jaws that are armed with teeth of a pro-

digious size and strength; bes1des t,:,·o 

prominent tusks, \\'hich threaten destruc

tion to all assailants. 

But this animal, though so large arHl 

strong, is chiefly an inhabitant of the 

river, where he liYes upon nsh a11d wate1-

roots. It is sometimes a curious but d. 

dreadful sight, \rhen a boat is gliding 

o,·er a smooth part of the stream, of un

usual depth and clearness, to look c.lcnrn 

ancl behold.this monstrous creature tra

Yelling along the bottom se\'Cr~l yanl:, 

below the su:-facc. "\Viiene\·er this hap•· 

peus, the lH),~trnan i1)stant1y pad<llcs a!1-
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other way ; for such is the strength of 
the creature, that he is able to overset a 

bark of moderate size, by rising under 

it, or to tear out a plank with his fangs, 
and expose those ,vho are in it to the 

dangers of an unexpected shipwreck. All 
the day he chiefly hides himself in the 

,vater, and preys upon fish; but, during 

the gloom of night, he issues fr01n the 

river, and invades the fields of standing 

corn, which he would soon lay desolate, 
,vere he not driven back by the shouts 
and cries of those who are stationed to 

defend them. At this work I had as

sisted several successive nights, till we 
,vere almost wearied with watching. At 

length, one of the most enterprising of 

our young men IJroposed, that we shou1d 
110 longer content ourselve3 with driving 

back the enemy, but boldiy attack him, 
and punish him for his temerity. "\Vith 
this purpose, we concealed ourselves in [.1. 

convenient spot, till we had seen one of 
the river-horses issue fron1 tbe water, and 

advance a considerable way into our 

a 
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1:>lantations : then ,ve rushed fron1 our· 

hiding-place with furious shouts and~ 

cries, and endeavoured to intercept his· 

return : but the beast, confiding in his 

superior strength, advanced slowly on, 

snarling horribly, and gnashing his dread .. 

ful tusks; and in this n1anner he opened 

his ,vay through the thickest of our bat-,' 

talions. In vain ,ve poured upon hin1 on 

e;very side our darts and arro\\ts, an<l 

every missive weapon ; so ,vell defended 

,vas he 1n an impenetrable hide, that 

every weapon either rebounded as fron1 

a ,vall, or glanced aside ,vithout in the 

least annoying. At length, one of the 

boldest of our ) outh adYanced unguard

edly upon him, and endeavoured to 

"round him fron1 a shorter distance; Lut 

the furious beast, rushing upon him with 

an unexpected degree of ~wiftness, rip

ped up his body with a single stroke of 

his enormous tusk, a.:id then, seizing him. 

in his furious ja ,,; s, liftecl up his mangled 

body as if in triump11,_ and crushed bin1 

in.to a bleeding an<l promiscuous n1ass .... 
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J?ear instantly seized upon our comp~ny; 

all in voluntaril v retreated, and seemed ., 

inclined to quit the unequal combat; all 

but myself, who, inflamed with grief and 
rage for the loss of my companion, de
termined either to reyenge his death, or 

perish in the attempt. Seeing, therefore, 

that it was in \'ain so attack him in the 

usual manner, I chose the sharpest ar

row, and fitted it to the bo\v-string; 

then, with a cool, unterrified aim, ob

serving the animal drnt moved nimbly 
on to the river, I discharged it fn11 at his 

broad and glaring eye-ball with such 
success, that the barbed point penetrated 

even to his brain, and the monster fell 

expiring to the ground. 
This action, mJgnified beyond its 

deserts, gained me universal applause 
throughout the hamlet : 1 was from that 
time looked upon as one of the most 

valiant and fortunate of our youth. The 
immense bodv of the monster which I 
had slain was cut to pieces, and borne in 
triumph to t11e villag1~. .All the young 
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,vomen received me with songs of joy 

and congratulation ; the young n1en 

adopted n1e as their leader in every ha

zardous expedition, ancl the elders ap

P lauded n1e with such expressions of es

teem as filled my ignorant heart ,~·ith 

vanity and exultation. 

But) what was more agreeable to me 

than a11 the rest, 111y father received me 

with transport, and, pressing n1e to his 

lJosom with tears of joy, told me, that 

now be could die with pleasure, since I 

hac1 exceeded his n1ost sanguine expec• 

tations. 1, said he, bavc not 1ived inac

tive, 01 jnglorions; 1 have transfixed the 

tiger with n:y sh::fts; I have, though 

aione, attacked the 1ion in his rage, the ter

ror of the woods, the fiercest of animals; 

even the elephant 1!aS been compelled to 

turn his back and fly before my jave1in: 

Lut never, in the pr)de of n~y youtb and 

strength, d1cl I achic\'C such an explvit 

as t 11 is. J 1 e then wen t into his c ltlJ j n, 

ancl brourrht forth the bow and fatal ar~ 
<) 

rows which he was accustomed to use in 

N5 
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the chase. Take them, take them, said 

he, 111y son, and rescue n1y weaker ann 
from a burden which it js no longer des

tined to sustain. Age is now creeping 

on; my blood begins to cool, my sinews 

c}acken, and I an1 no longer equal to the 

task of supporting the glories of our race. 

That care shall now be thine, and with a 

firmer hand slrnl t thou henceforth use 

these weapons against the beasts of the 

forest and the cne1nics of our country. 

Such \Vas the account. which the negro 

gave to Tommy, in different con\·crsa

t1ons, of his birth and education. His 

curiosity was gratjned with the recital, 

an<l his heart expanded in the same pro

portion that his kno\dcdge impru,·ed: 

He reflected, with shame and contempt, 

upon the ridiculous prejudices he had 

cnce entertained; he ]earned to consider 

:illl 1ne,n as his brethren and equals: and 

the foolish distinctions which pride bad. 
f ,Hmedy suggested were gradually obli

terate<l from his n1ind. Such a change 
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in his sentiments rendered him more 

1nild, rnore obliging, more engaging than 

ever; he becan1e the delight of all the 

fa1nily ; and Harry, although he had al

,vays loved him, now knew no limits to 

his affection. 

One day he was surprised by an unex

pected visit from his father, who n1et 

hin1 with open arms, and told him, that 

he was now co111e to take him back to his 

own house. I have heard, said he, such 

an account of your present behaviour, 

that the past is en ti rely forgotten, and I 

begin to glory in owning you for a son. 

Ile then embraced him ,vith the trans

ports of an affectionate father ,vho in-

cl ulges the strongest sentin1cnts of his 

heart, but sentiments Le had long been 

forced to restn1in. 'fornmy returned his 

C;.lresses with genuine warmth, but with · 

a. degree of respect and hmnility he had 

once been little accustomed to use. I 

will accon1pany you home, sir, saiLl he, 

, ·i th the greatest readiness; for 1. wi sh 

to see. my mother, and _hop_e to gire he · 
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