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T I-I E 

P R E F A C E. 

I F ever the StoJJ' of any pri
vate Man's Adventures in the 

lP"orld were worth viaking public, 

and were accejJtah!e when publifaed, 

the Editor of this Account thinks this 

will be fa. 
The U7onders of this Man's 

Life exceed all that (he thinks) is 

to be found extant ; the L{fe of 
une lvlan being Jcarce capable of a 

greater Variety, 
The Story is told with Modejly, 

7.vith Seriou_(nefs, and with a rel£

g101, s Application of Events to the 

Ujes to which wife Men alwa._yr 
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PR E F A C E. 
apply tbenz; viz. to the InjlruElion . if others, by this Exa1nple, and to · jujlify and hotiour the Wifdom o/ Providence in all the Variety if Circtt11v}ances, let tbe111, happen how they will. 

The Editor 6e!ieves the Thing· to be a ju.fl El!fiory of Faas ; neither is there a1ry Appearance of. FiElion 
in it: And hou1ever thinks, becaufe all fttch Things are d!fp·uted, that the lmprovenient o/ it, as well to 
the Diverjion, as to the l1!flruclion if the Reacler, will be the fa11ze ; and as fuch, be . thinks, without _farther Co11zplt·111enr to the IJ7orld, 
he does the11z a. great Ser,vice in the Publication, 
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H .F. 

L F E 
A N D 

ADVENTURES 

O F 

R O B I N S O N C R U S O E. 

~~ . . WAS born in the Year 163~, in the Ci~-i.· ~-~ ty of York, of a good Family,. tho' not 
e..

1
~.,. WI' ij~ of t. hat Country, my Father being a Fo-

. ;@: reigner of Bremen, who fettled firft at 
~! Hull: He got a good Eftate by Mer-

., 'iJ chandize, and leaving off his Trade. 
lived afterwards at rot·k, from whence he had married 
my l\tiother, whofe Relations were named Rohinfan, a 
very good Family in that Country, and from whom I 
was calied Rohi,:fan Jfrerti·;:wat'r; but by the ufual Corrup
tion of \Vord:s in England, we are now called, nay, \Ve 
c:ijl ourfelves, an<l \\ rite our I Tame, Crufoe; and fo my 
C c. mpanions alwa•,•:; called me. 

- . A 3 I had 



6 The LIFE and An v E N'T Ult ES of 
I had two elder Brothers, one of which was a Lieuce-

21ant-Colonel to an Engiijb Rrnimcnt of Foot in Flrwder.,, 
formeriy commanded by the famous Col, Lockhart, and 
was killed at the Battle near Dunkirk again ft the Spaniards: 
What became of my fecond Brother, I never knew, any 
inore than my Father or l\1othcr did kno v what was become of me. 

Being the third Son of the Family, and not bred to any 
Trade, my Head began to be £lied very early with ram
bling Thoughts : My Father, who was very antient, had 
gi\'en me a competent Share of Learning, as far as Houfe" 
edncation and a Country Free-fchool generally goes, and 
defigned me for the Law; but J would be fatisfied with 
nothing but going to Sea; and my Inclination to this led 
me fo fi.rongly againll the Will, nay, the Commands, of 
my Father, and ag~infl: all the Intreaties and Perfuafions 
of my Mother and other Friends, that there feemed to be 
fomething fatal io thatProp6"!nfion ofNature, tending di 
reflly to the Life of M1fery which was to befal me. 

l\1y Father, a wiic and grave Man, ga\'e me frrious 
a1 d e;{cellent Counfe] againfi what he forefaw was my 
Def!gn. He called me one Morning into his Chamber, 
,; here he was confir.ed by the Gout, and ~xpofiulated 
very warmly with n,e upon this Subjett: He afked me, 
what Reafons, more than a mere wandering Inclination, 
1 had for leai'ing my Father' · Houfeand my nativ~ Coun
try, where I might be \HI! intrnduced, and had a Pr~
fpecl: of railing my Fortune by Application and Indufhy, 
with a Life of Eafe and Pleafure: He told me, it was 
1\1en of defperate Fortunl:'s on one hand, or of afpiring 
fuperior Fortunes on the other, and who went abroad up-

. on Ad\'cnture~, ro rife by Enterprize, and make them
ftlves famQUS in Undertakings of a 1 1 ature out of the 
common Road; that thefe things were all either too far 
ah>"e me, or too far below me ; that mine \Vas the 
m:dd)~ State, or what might be called the upper Station 
of L:-rrv Life, which he had found, by Jong Experience, 
was the bdl State in the ,vorld; the molt fuited to ht1-
man Happinrfs, not expoft:d co the Miferies and _Harcl
ihios, the Labour and Suffering-s of the mechanic Part 
of Tv1rnkind, and not emharr:Jffid with the Pride, Lux-
1u,· A.mb;:ion anu En n· r;f che nnper Part of 1\:I rn-1, r "" ' • l 
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R O B I N. S O N C R l· S O E. 7 

k~n<l. He told me, I might jndge of the H~ppinefs nf 
this St,1te, by this one thing; -:;iz That this was. the 
St~te of Life \vnich all other ftople envied; that Krngs 
have frequently lamented the miferable Confequences of 
being born to great things, and wifhed they had been 
'"ii aced in th-e. Middle of the two Exrremes, between tr:e 
Mean acd the Great; that the \\ ife Man gave his Telti
mony to this, as thejufi Standard of true Felicity, when 
he prayed to have neith_er Poverty nor Riches. 

He bade me obfen·e it, and I fhould ,dways find, that 
the Calamities of Life were !hared among the upper and 
lower Part of Mankind ; but that the middle Starion 
had the fewe(l Difaikrs, and was not expofed to fo many 
Viciffitndes as the hig_iie'r or lower Part of Mankind; 
11ay, they were not fobjtel:ed to fo many Diftemper& r.nd 
Uneafrnet"s, either of Body or Mind, as thofe were, who, 
bv , icious Livit;g, Luxury, and Extravagancies, on one 
h;nrl, or by hard Labour, want of Nece!farie~, ,rnd 
mean or inf~fli1:icnt Diet, on the other hand, brini~ Dif
t-':!rnpers upon themfelves by the natural Confequ::1;cc~ of 
tneir way of Living; that the middle Station of Life 
was calculated for all kind of Virtues, and all kind of 
Enjoyments; that Peace and Plenty were the Handmaids 
of a middle Fortune; that Temperance, Moderation, 
~ietneCs, Health, Society, all agreeable Diverfions, and 
all defirable Pleafures, were the Bleffings attending the 
rnidclle Station of Life; that this way Men went filently 
and fmCJothlv thro' the World, and comfortably out of it; 
not embarraffed with the Labours of the Hands, or of the 
He: rl ; got fold to a Life of Slavery for daily Bread, or 
h;1rraffcd with perplexed Circumfl:ances, which rob the 
Soul of Peace, and the Body of Rel1; not enraged with. 
the Paffion of Envy, or the fecret burning Luft of Ambition 
for great •Lings; but in cafy Circumfl:ances, fiiding gently 
thro' the \Vorld, and fenfibly talting the Sweets of Jiving 
without the Bitter; feeling chat they are happy, and learn• 
ing bye~ ery D:,} 's Experience to know it more fenfi bly. 

Alter this he prefTed me earnefrly, and in the moft af
fettionate manner, 11ot :o play the young Man, or to 
pecipitate myfc!f into Iv1iferies, which Na,ure, and the 
St.:t:on of Life r w,1s born in, f.: emed to have provided 
againll ; that I was und (.'r no r; eccility of feeking my 

A+ Bre2.d; 



8 T'he L IF E ,md A n v EN T u R E s oj' 
Bread; that he would do well for me, c111d endeavour to enter me fairly into the St.:tion of Life which he had been juft recon1mending to me; and that ii I was not very eafy and happy in the ~'orld, it mut1 be my mere .Fate, or Fault that nrn!t hi11der it; <1nd that he iliould have nothing to anfwer for, having thus ciifrharged his .Duey in warning me :::gain!!: Me~fures which hf" knew 

would be co my Hurt: fn a Word, that as he ,,ou}d d,1 
very kin<l things for me, if I wouid !by and iettl:! .c.t borne, as he di rechd; fo he would nor have fo ! ,u ~h 
Hand in my .l\tlisfortune:, as to give me any Encouragement to go awtl_v: And to clo{e ail, he told me, l h:id my elder Brnthn for -;;11 E':;,mpie, co wl-.om he n;id ufed die fame t>nrnd, p...,r ruc1f?c ns to keep bim from going into 
the I ow -Country \Vars, bnt ~ould nor prev;iiJ, his your.g 
Dc!ires prompting t,im to run into the Army, where he wa~ kii!cd; and r~H,ug!: he fr.id he would no ceafc to 
prny fur me, yet he wol:ld venture to fay to me, that if 1 did tuke this fccl:'h S·ep, GCld \\·ould not blefs me ; and l rvould have 1Jtifore hereafter to reflect upon hav~ 
ing riebl~c"lt>d his Cour.fel, when there might be none to afti,t in rny Recovery. . 

l obfen td in thi-s 1afi Part of his Difcourfe, which was truly prophetic, tho' 1 fuppofe my Father did not know fr to be fo himfelf; I fr.y, I obferv'd the Tears run down his Fae~ very plentifully, efpecia!Iy when he fpoke of my };rot:ier ,, ho was killed; and that when he fpoke of my 
having Leifore to repent, and none to affi!l me, he was fo mo ed, that he broke off the Difcourfe, and told me, hi:; He.:nt was fo full, he could fay no more to me. 

1 was .fincereJv affiictcd with this Difcourfc, as indeed \\ ho could be othern,ife? And I refolved not to think of going abroad any more, but to fettle at home according to my Father's Defire: But alas! a few Days wore ic all off; and, in fhort, to prevent any of my Father's farther Importunities, in a fow \1/eeks after, l refolved 
to run 1] uitc away from him. However, I did n~t _acl: fo hafiih, neither, a.s the firfl Heat of my Refornt1on prompted, but I took my Mother at a Time when 1 thought her a little pieafanter than ordinary; and told her, Thar mv Thouryht~ were fo entirely bent upon feeing rhe W'crld, 'that 1 fr.ould ne\ er fettle to ,my thing with Rc-
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R O B I N S O N C R U S O E. 9 
folution enough to go through with it ; and my Father 
had better o-ive me his Confent, than force me to go 
without it; c-that l was now eighteen Years old, which 
was too late to 1;0 Apprentice to a Trade, or Clerk to 
an Attorney; that I wa5 fore, jf I did, I iliould neve1: 
ferve out my Time, but I fhould certainly run away 
from my Mafler before my Time was out, and go to Se.?~ 
and if fhe would fpeak to my Father to lee me go one 
Voyage abroad, if l came home again, and did not like it. 
I would go no more, and I would promife by a double 
Diligence to recover the Time that I had lofl:. 

This put my Mother into a great Paffion: She told 
me, fhe knew it would be to no Purpofe to (peak to my 
Father upon any fuch Subject; that he knew too well 
what was my Interefl:, to give his Confent to any thing fo 
much for my Hurt; and that {he wonder'd how I conld 
think of any fuch thing, after the Difcourfe I had had 
with my Father, and fuch kind and tender Expre!lions, 
as !he knew my Father had us'd to me; and that, in fhort. 
if I would ruin myfclf, there was no Help for me; but f 
might depend I fl1ould never have their Confent to it: 
That, for her Part, fhe would not have fo much Hand in 
my Defl:rullion; and 1 iliould ne\ er have it to fay, ch:it 
my i\fother was willing, when my Father was not. 

Though my Mother refu5'd to more it to my Fett h,:r, 
yet I heard afterwards, that fhe reported all the Difc0u1 fe 
to him; and that my Fathff, after !hewing a great Con
cern at it, faid to her, with a Sigh; That Boy might be 
happy, if he would fray at home; but if he goes abroa :.i, 
he will be the mofi mifcrable 1Nretch that ever was borr.; 
l ,an give no Confont to it 

lt was not till al molt a Year aftc~i this that I brok~ 
loofe, though in the meau Time I continlled obilinatcly 
deaf to a11 Pr0pof.1isof fettling to Bufinef~, and frcc:uenuy 
e:,xpoil:ulati11g "iih my Farber a1 d Mother, .ibout their 
being fo pofit:~ely determi-,'d againft \\hat they kn~w 
my Inc~initions prompted me to: But L ing 01~c , , y 
at Hull, whither I went cafoa!ly, a"d without ; ry 
Purpofc of m.1ki11g an Elopcrrent that Time.·; but, If,, 

cing there, and one of IT'Y Cor.1panion~ hei117 goi P !' 

by Sea to I. 1mdo11, in hi~ fat1lcr's Ship, and r-iomptin'c{ 

me co go wi~h th.em, \\ ith tht! con mon Allurt mrn. cf 
.t\ 5 s~ .\-



1-0 'l7.1e J., IF E nnd AD ~ ENT u R E s of 
Seafaring Man; th:it it fhould coil: me nothing for my 
Pa{fage, I confulted neither Father or Mother any more, 
nor fo mm:h as frnt them W'.)rd of it; but leaving them 
to hear of it, as they might, \\.id10ut afk.ing God's Blef
ting, or my F<1ther's, without any Confideration of Cir
curnftances or Confequences, and in an ill Hour, God 
knows, on the firft of Septem6er J 651, I went on board 
a Ship bound for Lendon: Never any young Adventurer's 
Misfortunes, I believe, began fooner, or continu'd longer, 
than mine: The Ship was no fooner got out of the Humber, 
but the \Vind began to blow, and the Sea to rite in a mofr 
frightful Manner; and as I had never been at Sea before, 
I was moft inexpreffibly fick in Body, and terrifie<l in 
Mind : I began now ferioufly to reflect upon what I had 
done, and how jufily I was overtaken by the Judgment 
of Hewen for my wicked leaving my father's Houfe, 
and abandoning my Duty; all the good Counfel of my 
Parents, my Fathn's Tears and my Mother's Tntreaties, 
came now frelh into mv Mind; and mv Confcience, which 
was not yet come to the p;tch of T-:lardr,ef, to which it has 
been fi:-1ce, reprrach'd me with the Contempt of Advice, 
and the Breach of my Duty to God and my Father . 

. All thi~ ,,,,;1ilc the Storm increafed, and the Sea went 
very high, tho' nothing like what f hwe fcen many Tllnes 
.fince; no, nor what l faw a fr\\· Da\'s after: Iiut it was 
enot1rrh to affeEt me then, who was 'but a ~·ouno- Sailor, b I i.:> and had ne\·er known any thing of the M.1tter. I expected 
every Wave would have fwallc w'd us up, and that every 
Time the Ship fell down, as f thought it did, in thcTrongh 
or Hollow of the Sea, we fhould never rife more: In this 
Agony of lV1incl, 1 made many Vows and Rt folutions, 
that if it woul 1 pbife God to fpare my Life in th is one Voy
age, if ever l got on<;e my Foot upon ciry Land a~ain, l 
,vou:d f70 d; , dly home to my Farhcr, and never fit i: 
into a Sh ip again while ] Jived; that J would take his 
1\dvi~:e, ,111ci nevrr run myfdf into fuch Mifcries o~ thefe 
mi y c110H•. Now I faw p!.;inlr !he Goodnefs of }iis Ob
frn~1tion~ dio:.lt the middl e ~r.,tion of Life, how e,ifv, 
how comfortable he had livc:d all his Days, and never 
)1ad £H'{T1 expr,~'d to Tempeits at :-;ui, or Trouhle on 
Shore; and, i:1 fhort, l relc.lvcd that I would, like a tJ l lt: 
l't'fenting Prodigal, go home to rn)' F .. ther. 
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R O B I N S O N CR U S O E. I r 

The(e wife and fober Thoughts continued all the while 

the Storm continued, and ind,eed fornc Time afcer; hut the 
next Day the Wind w;is abated, and the Sea r.almer, an:l 
I begc1n to be a little inur'.-} to it. However, I was very 
grav~ for all that Day, bein.~ ,{Lo a little Sea-fick frill; 
but towards 1-.:ight tl1e W{a:her clear'd up, the Wind was 

quite over, and~ a chr:ning fine .C,veniog follow'd, the Sun 
went <lown pcrteEtly clear, and role fo the next Morn
ing; and having little or no \Vind, and a fmooth Sea, 
the Sun {hining upon it, the Sight was, as I thought, the 

mofr ddightfol that ever I faw. 
I had flept well in clie Night, and was now no more 

Sea-fick, buc very chear fol; looking with Wonder upon 
the Se.1, that was fo rough and terrible the Day before, 
and could be fo c:i.lm and [o plea1ant in Co little a Time 
after: And no.v, le!Lmy geed Rcfolutions fhouU con ti• 
nue, my Companion, \\ ho had indeed inticed me away, 
comes to me, \Vell, Bah, fays he, clappi.ng me upon the 
Shouider, how do you do after it? I warrant you were 
frighted, wcr'n't yc.u, !all: 1 

1ighr, when it b1ew but a C ... p
full of vVi!id? A C ·, p-fu\l d've call it r f 1d f, 'twa~ a tu·

rible Storm: A Stor,n, you F<)ol yon! replies he: Doy 'U 

cali that a . ,11? Why it was nothing ;lt n,l ; give us hue 

a goo ,i ~bi~,, and :'ea roJm, and we thiuk. nothing of fu h 
a Squall or W rnd a~ th,it; but, yo·/re but a frelh w;itt·r 

Sailor, Bob: Come, let us make a a B nvl of Pt1nch, a1,J 
wt>l] forget all that: D'y.! fee w!1at charming ·weather' 1s 

no.v r To m,1ke fnort this fad Part of my Stor\', we wc:1;; 

the Way, of all S,tilor~ ·; the Punch was· made·, anJ I w~s 
made half drurk \\ith it, ai~J in that one Night's \~licked .... 

nefs I d:o,vr.(d dl my Repcntaccc, a!l my Ref!ecl:iors 

upon my pall Condud-, all my J .;[olutions for the future. 
Jn a \Vord, a~ the'' 11a~ re:urn'J to its Smoothnefs of 
S,uface, and fettl1 .1 C mnef~, by the Abatement of that 

Storm, fo the H,rn l)' f'hrught, being over, myfi'ears 

a'1d App1chenfions of bt.ing fwallo\v'..-i up by the ::,ea bdng 
forgotten, and the Current of my former Deiires return'J, 
I enli,e!y forgot the Vows ae l Promifes th1t f rraJe in 
my Dilhe1s. l f und indeed tome I nterv:ils of Rdl-.Ltio•, 
an<l t~e ferious 'I hou2;ht': did, ac; it wtre, endeavour ,v 
retJrn 1~ain l•)metime~s ; but I !hook thPm off, and ro,b'd 
J 1yfclt trom them, a:. it were from a D;C1...:m1,er; .. r.d .1p-

A 6 1!yinz 



,J 2 The LI F E ancl A D v E NT u R E ~ of 
p1ying myfelf to Drinking and Company, foon ma.fier'd the Return of thofc Fits (for fo I called them); and I had, in five or fix Days, got a complete Viclory over my Confdence, as any young Feilow that refolv'd not to be troubled with it, could defire: But I was to have another Trial for it Hiil; and Providence, as in foch Cafes generally it do~s, refolv'd to leave me entirely withE>ut Excufe: Fer 1f I would not take this for a Deliverance, the next was to be fuch an one, as the worfl: and moft hardened \Vretch among us would confefs both the Danger and the Mercy. · 

The fixth Day of our being at Sea, we came into Yar-111cuth Reads; the \Vind having been contrary, and the V✓eather calm, we had made but little Way fince the Storm. Here we were obliged to come to an Anchor, and here we lay, the Win<l continuing contrary, .:viz. at South-weft, for {even or eight Days; during which Time, 2 great ma,,y Ships from Nt'"vxafile came into the fame Roads, as the common Harbour where the Ships might wait for a Wind for the Ri\er. 
\Ve had not however rid hfre fo long but we fhould have t~de<! it up the River, but that the \1/ind blew too freih; and, after we had lain four or five Days, blcv., \Cl}' }1ard. However, th, Roads being reckon 'J as good as an Harbour, the .A. nchorage good, and our Grour.cl-tackle very {hong, ou; !Vien were unconcern'd, and not in the Ienft apprehenfr;,e of Do;ir.ge. ; but fpent tbe Time in Refi and Mirth, ,,fcer the Ma 1Per of Lhe Sea; but the eighth Day in the Morning, the Wind incre:-Jed, c1nd we had all Hands at wcrk to 1hike fJur Top-mails, and make every thing foug ,10d clofo that the Ship might ride as eafy as poffible. By Noor:, ~he Sea ,vent very high indeed, and Olir Ship rid Fcre-cafi!t: :n, fhipp'd feveral Seas, and we thought once or tw1ceo~r Andior h:id come home; upon which, our i\1hii1er ·,,rder'd 0u: the Sheet-anchor; fo that we rode with two .Anc. hers :ihe;.d, and tJ1cC:.b!es veer'd out to the betterEnd. Ily ~h;sTime, it blew a terrible S:orm indeed; and, now { began co fre Tenor and Amazemer:r in the Faces even of rhc Seamen thernfehes. Tht Mafkr, tho' vigil.int in the Bufincfs of preforving the Ship, yet as he \\'t:tlt in and oet of 11i~ Cabin hr Hie, I could hear him, foftly to himidf, fa;i fen ml Ti me.:.; Lord le 1r.;rrif11/ tow; itvr foal/ 6r 
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ROBINSON CRUSOE. 13 
"l/ loft, we Jhall be all u11do11e; and the like.,: During thefo 
firft Hurries, I was ;_upjd, lying fiill in my Cabin, which 
was in the Steerage, and cannot defcribe my Temper. I , 
could ill refume the firft Penitence which I had fo appa
rently trampled upon, and hardened myfelf againfr: I 
thought the Bitternefs of Death had been pail:; and that 
this would be nothing too, like the firfl. But when the 
M::ifler himfelf came by me, as I faid juft now, and faid 
we fhould be all loft, I was dreadfully frighted: I got up 
out of my Cabin, and looked out; but fuch a difmal 
Sight I never faw: The Sea went Mountains high, and 
broke upon us every three or four Minutes: When I cculd 
look about, I could fee nothing but Diftrefs round us: 
Two Ships that rid near us, we found, had cut their Mafts 
by the Board, being deep loaden; and our Men cried 
out, that a Ship which rid about a Mile ahead of us, was 
founder'd. Two more Ships, being driven from their An
chors, were run out of the Roads to Sea, at all Adven
tures, and that not with a Mall {bnding. The light Ships 
fared the beft, as not fo much labouring in the Sea, but 
two or three of them drove, and came clo(e by us, running 
away with only their Sprit-fail cut, before the \Vind. 

Towards the Evening, the Mate and Boatfwain begg'd 
the T\1a!l:er of our Ship to let them cut away the Fore
ma!l:, which he was very unwilling to do: But the Boat
f wain protefiing to him, that if he did not, the Ship 
would founder, he confcnted; and when they had cut 
away the Fore-mafi, the Main-maft flood fo loofe, and 
fhook the Ship fo much, t_hey were obliged to cut her 
away alfo, and make a clear Deck. 

Any one mun judge what a Condition I rnuft be in at 
all this, who was but a young Sailor, ancl who had been 
in foch a Fright before at but a little. But if I can exprefs 
at thisDillan cc the Thoughts I had about me cit thacTime, 
I was in len fo !,' more Horror of i\t!ind upon .-'.\.ccou ,1t of 
my former Convictions, and the having retu rneJ from 
them to the Rclo lutioos I had wickedly taken ac fi~i \: , than 
l was at Death itfelf; and thefe, added to the Te1ror of 
the Storm, put me into Cuch a Condition, th at I can by 
no VV ords dcfcribe it. But the worfl: was not come yet; 
the Storm cuntinu d with fuch Fu ry, th at th e StJam cn 
tht;nfelves acknowl•~dged they had neva feen a worre. 

Vi/e 
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We had a good Ship, but fhe was dee•p loaden, and wal-
1oyed in the Sea, that the Seamen e-.·ery now and rhen 
cried rut, !he would founder. lt was my Advantage in one 
refi e[t, that f did not know what they meant by founder, 
tiil 1 eng ·ir~d. However, the Storm was fo violent, that 
I i,lw wh:.t is not often feen, the MaJle::r, the Boatl\vain, 
and fome others more fenfible than the reit, at their Prayers, 
and exp-~tting every Moment when the Ship would go 
to• 1e Bottom.· In the ~✓Iid<lle of the Night, and under 
al the rd1 of our Difireffes, one of the Men that had 
b o , wn un ~J11 ·iofe to fee, cried out we had fprung a 
Leak; anot tr i" ... id, ther e was four Feet Water in the 
HoI,J Then al1 Hand~ were call'd to the Pump. At that 
very ' d my -iearti as I thought, died within me; and 
I ft.i. l .ckwards llt>ui' the Side of my Bed where l fat, 
into ·I.; -:nb:n. Howc 1 er, Lhe Men rous'J m ,, and told 
me. the: t I that was Jble to dll 11othing before, was as ~ ell 
ab, ,L' pump as an0•her; at , h•,:h J fiirr'd up, and went 
to tnE n :np, and wock'd very ,,t"artily. Whiie this was 
doin,£. ne Maller feeing fome light Colliers, who, not able 
to rid_. ~ut the Stenn. were obliged to flip and run away 
to tlH ... ··, and woulci ccme near u , ·rdered to fire a Gun 
RS a S l of Di!hefs . I, who kn w nothing "ht!t !hey 
meant, ,✓ a· fo forj)ris'd, that I tt., " 1- • the hip had 
broke, or fome drc<!ciful rhing happer.' !. In a ,;;urd, I 
was fo fur1, ~.:i'd, that I te~1 <luwn in a Swoon. As this wa~ 
a Time when every Body had his own Life to think of, 
noboov mi 'l ◄ :!d r1e, or what was becor,,e of me; but 
anoth;r M<'1 1~~pt up to the Pump, and, thruH:ing me 
afide wi~h hi" Foot, ],~t me lie, thinking I h ·l'i been dead; 
c:nd it w~s a great \\ hile before l came to n:yfclf. 

\-Ve work'J en, but ti1.? \Vater increafing ~n the Heid, 
it was "pparem:, th:it the Ship would fi under; and tho' 
the Storm began to abate a little, yet as it was not pof
fible !he could f,vim ti]] we might run into any Pore, fo 
the Mafter contiou'<l firing Guns for Help; and a light 
Ship, who irnd rid it out jul1 ahead of us, ventured a 
Boat out t0 help us. It was with the utmofi Hazard 
the Boat came near us; but ic was impofiibie for us to 
get on bo.:!rd, ~r for t~e Boat to lie -~~?.r the Ship fi_de, 
till at lafi the ?v'1en rowrng very hearu1_,., and \'enturrng 
their Li,·es rn favc 011r::, <,ur Men call: them a Rope over 
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the Stern with a Buoy to it, and then veered it out a 
great Length, which thi:y, ~Fter much La~~our and Ha
zard, took hold of, and wt haled them cio1e under OU!' 

Stern, and got all into their Do:u. It was to no Purpofe 
for them or us. af:er we were in the 1fo4t, to thi r:l-~ of 
reaching to their own .3hi p; fo all ;; ~retd to l...,t her clrive, 
and only co pull her in towards Sho1e o, 'UU .: h as as we 
could; and our Mafi:er promis'd them, That if the Boat 
was il:av'd upon Shore, he would make it goJd co ·rheir 
Mailer: So p.,rtly rnwing, and partly driving, our Boat 
went a,vay to the Northward, floping towarcis the Shore, 
al moit as far as /I', :1tertom1tjft. 

We were not mu;:h more than a ~arter c,f an Hour 
out of onr Ship, but we faw her fink: And then I u11-

derl1ood for the firil: Time, what was meant by a ~hip 
foundering in the Sea. I muH: acknowl :dge l bau hardly 
Eyes to look up, when the s,~amen cold me 01e was fink
ing; for, fro 1 that Ivloment they rather put me into the 
Boat, than th .t I might be faid to go in; my Heart was 

a5 ic were dead within me, partly with Fright, partly 
with Horror of 1\Iind, and the Thougb ts of what was yet 
before me. 

,Vhile we were in this Condition, the Men yet Ja. 
bcu1i r,g ;,t the Oar to bring the B0at near the Shore, we 

cou'd fee (when our Boat mounting the \Vaves, we were 
:1ble to f..:e the Shore) ::i great m~ny People running 
along the Strand t 1 atfol u, when we !110ulJ come near: 
But we maue but flJw \Vay •, iwarJs the Shore; nor 
were we able to rcai:h the .St ore, till being p:1'1 fhe 
Light-houfe at 1:·i,:tcrton, rhe Shore falls off to the \Vel1-

ward towards Crom!r; and L) the L ,nd broke off a lirtle 
the Vi0lc>nce of the Wind. Heie we g-ot in, and, tho-> 
not with0ut murh Difficulty, got all fafe on Shore, and 

walk'J af~erward!i on Fuot rn l'~irmoutb, where, as un
fortur.3tc 1\-Ln, we were u(cJ with great Humanity, as 

well by the M:igifl:r:1tes of the rown, who a!Iign'd us good 
~ar~ei~, as by p1rt:cuLu Merchants and Owners of Ship~; 
and had Money given us fufl1c,cnt to carry us either to 

Lrnd1n, or back to Huli, as we thought fit. 
I-Lid I now had the Srnfe to have gone back to Hull, 

and have gone home , I had been happy, and my F,Hher, 
au Emblem of our B:dfd Saviour's Parable, had even 

killed 
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killed the fatted Calf for me; for, hearing the Ship l went 
a-.,·1v in, was cafl: awav in Yarmouth Road, it was a i:rreat , , C wrile before he had any Affurances, that I was not drown'd. 

Bu• my ill Fate pufh'd me on now, with an Obfl:inacy 
that nothing could refifi: ; and tho' I had feveral Time~ 
loud Cails from my Reafon, and my more compofed 
Judgment, to go home, yet I had no Power to do it: 
1 know not what to lall this, nor will I urge, that it is 
a fecrct over-ruling Decree, that hurries us on to be the 
.Iniiruments of cur own Defiruction, even tho' it be before 
us, and that we puih upon it with our Eyes open. Cer
tainly, nothing but fome fuch drr.rced unavoidable Mifery 
attending, and which ic wa~ 1mpoffib}e for me to elcape, 
could have pufoed me forw, rd ag2ipJt the calm Reafon
ings and Per!u-,,:t'ns 0f my moft retired Thoughts, and 
again fl rn o foe. ·✓ ifible Infl:ructions as I fiad met with in my fir!l Attempt 

My Col'TJr.1de, who had help'd to harden me before, 
and who w:,s the l\,I 1:er's Son, was now lefs forward 
than I. The firil T:P.,e he f;Joke to me after we were 
at rarmouth, which \ ..1s not ~ill two 01 three Days, 
for,.,,:.: were feparated i:i th fown to fevera! OEarters; 
I fay, d.e; firft Time he fa\\ :nc, it c!ppc1rcd his Tone 
was 2•~e.,ed; and, lookin?" ,.. ,y rr.dancholy, and ili<iking 
his IItad, a{k'd me how • {id: Ard ct!ling his Fathtr 
who I \\ .:s, and how I ha::! CP,r e this Voyage only fer a 
Tri~I, in order to go fa1ther abrowd; his Fath...r rnrning 
to 1 t with a ver)' grave and concerned Tc M:, Ya:mg 
11fa11 fars he, _1·ou ou~bt ne-,.JEr tog? to Sea a,,;• ,mre; )!Ott 
ought ·J take this .f · a ;,lain r..,d rviji/;le •Toi" . , that ;·ou 
are not to /;ea SEafaring !'!a;, Why, s:r, fa1J I, will 
you go to Sea no more? "That is m1othtr Cnje, faid he ; it is ·P1:_;· railing, and tl.?refore my Duty; lmt as )Cll made 
this Yo_yage far a 'lritil, Ju:1 fie r,_1,h•11 a cr'ojle Hcarz;en has 
gi'"iJen,;ou, ~{cu.bat ,,,vo"' r-,,·, to expeB, ifJ'r;·1 perji_l}; perhaps 
all tlm hai befallen us cn pv.r Aaaunt, like Jon :,h ill the 
Shifi o/ Tarfoifl1. P,a ,-_r. ntinuc:. he, ,v.:hat an J'l' P And 
on ~vhat Auou11t did o:, go tc Sen? Cpon tl at I toi,j him 
fame of mv Srory: .. t ~hf! End of wh1ch, he L,urll out with 
a firangc Kind o·f P,•f:rJ · wt ::l.t h<1d I 2one, fuyc: he, th,t 
fuch an llnhappy \V:-, tch fhould come into my Shjp ! I 
woulJ not fet my Foot in the fame Ship with thee again 

for 
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for a thoufand Pounds: This indeed was, as I faid, an 
Excudion of his Spirits, which were yet agitated by the 
Senfc of his Lofs, and was further than he could have 
Authority to go: Ho"~ever, he afterwards talked Hry 
gra~•ely to me, exhorting me to go back to my Father, 
and not tempt Providence to my Ruin; told me, I might 
fee a vifible Hand of Heaven againft me: AndJ•ou11g 11ia11, 
faid he, c!fpend upon it, if you do not go back, riuhere-e::r.;er you 
go, you '7.vzll mert cu;itb nothing but Difajlers and Dijappoint
mn1t s, till )'Gl!r Fat her' s lf7ords are fulfilled upon you, 

Vie parted foon after; for I made him little .Anfwer, 
and I faw him no more; which Way he went, I know 
not. As for me, having fome Money in my Pocket, I tra~ 
velled to London bv Land; and there, as well as on the R oad 11 

had many Struggles with myfelt~ what Courfe of Life I 
fhould take, and \\ hetrer I fhould go home, or go to Sea, 

As to going home, Shame oppofed the befi Motion~ 
that offaed to my Thoughts; and it immediately occur
red to me how I ibould be laughed at among the Neigh
bours, and fhould be afham 'd to fee, not my Father and 
Mother only, but even every Body elfe: From whence 
I have fince often obferved how incongruous and irrati
onal the common Temper of Mankind is, efpecially of 
Youth, to that Reafon that ought to guide them in fuch 
Cafes; cviz. That they are not afham'd to fin, and yet 
are afhamed to repent; not afuamed of the Aclion, for 
which they ought jufily to be efieemed Fools; but are 
afhamed of the Returning, which only can make them 
efieemed wife Men. 

In this State of Life, however, I remain ,d fome Time, 
uncertain what Meafures to take, and what Courfe of 
Life to lead. An irrefiftible Reluclance continued to 
going home; and as I Hay'd awh1le, the Remembrance 
of the Di ft refs I had been in wore off; and as that abated. 
the little l\fotion I had in my Defires to Return, wore 
off with it, till at la!l I quite laid afide the Thoughts of 
it, and look'd out for a Voyage. 

That evil Influence, which carried me firfr away 
from mv Father' Houfe, which hurried me into the wild 
and iud.igei1ed Notion of railing my Fortune, and that 
impreE,'d thofc Conceits fo forcibly upon me, as to mike 
s11e deaf to all good Ad\·ice, and to the lntreaties, and 

e\'en 
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even the Commands, of my Father: I fay, the fame fo. 
fluence, whatever it \Vas, prefcnted the molt unfJrtt:natc 
of ail Enterprifes to my View; and I went on board a 
Ve!fel bcund to the Co,dl of Africa, or, as our Sailord 
vulgarly call it, a Voy2ge to Guinea. 

It was my great Misfortune, thac in all thefe Adven .. 
tures I did not fhip myfolf as a Sailor; whereby thouo-h I . . b 
might indeed have woik,d a little h:1rder than ord~narv, 
yet at t~e fame Time I had lcarn\i the Duty ard Otfi~e 
of a Forernaftrnan; and in Time might h:.ive qua:ineci 
rnyfelf for a Mate or Lieutenant, if noi. for a Mailer. 
But as it was always my Fate to chufe for rhe worfc, fo 
I did here; for having Money in my Pc,cket, and good 
Clothes on my Back, 1 would always go on boHd 10 che 
Habit of a Ger:.tleman; and fo I neither had any Buiinc{:; 
in the Ship, nor lcarn'd to do any. 

It ... vas my Lot firfl of all to fall into pety good Com~ 
pany in Londcn, which does not always happen to fur.n 
loofe and unguidfd ) oung Fellows as J then was; the De• 
vii generally not omitting to Jay fome Snare for them very 
early: But it was r.ot fo \Vith me: I fidl fell acquainted 
with the Mafier of a Ship who had been on the Coaft of 
Guinea, and who, having had very good Succefs there, 
was refolv'd to go again ; this Captain, taking a Fancy 
to my Converfation, v.hich was not difogreeable at that 
Time, hearing me fay I had a Mind to fee the World, 
told me, if I would go the Voy;;ge with him, 1 fhould be 
at no Expence; I !hould be his Meffmate, and his Com. 
panion; and if I could carry any thing with me, I fhould 
have all the Advantage of it that the Trade would admit; 
and perhaps I might meet" i:h fome Encouragemeu. 

I embrac'd the Offer, and, entering into a ftrift Friend
fl1ip with this Captain, \Vho was an honefl: plain-dealing 
Man, went the Voyage •.vith him, .ind carried a fm::ii! 
Ad\'ent:ire with me, which, by the diftntreited Hone!iy 
of my Friend the Captain, l ir.creafed very cordiderablr; 
for I carried about 40/. in fuch To,- .1nd TnAt:s as the 
Captain directeci me co buy. This 40/. I h:?C! mu:lerPd 
together by the!':1fiift.1nce of fome of my Relations, \vhom 
I_ correfponded with, and v:ho, I believe, got my Father, 
or 2t leaft, my Mother, to co!ltribute fo much as th:-.t, 
to my .firfi Adveuture. 

Thi~ 
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This was the only Voyage which I may fay was fuc 0 

cefsful in all my .Adventures, and which I owe to the In
tegrity and Honefi:y of my Friend the Captain; un?er 
whom I got a competent Knowledge of the Mathematics, 
and the Rnles of Navigation ; learn'd how to keep an 
Account of the Ship's Courfe, take an Obfervation, and 
in fhon, to underfta.nd fome things that were needful to 
be underftood by a Sailor: For, as he took Delight to 
introduce me, I took Delight to learn; and, in a Word, 
this Voyage made me both a Sailor and a Merchant: For 
J brought home five Pounds nine Ounces of Gold-duft for 
my Adventure, which yielded me in London, at my Re
turn, almoft 300 /, and this filleci me with thofe afpiring 
ThoLJghts which have fince fo com pleated my Ruin.~ 

Yet, even in this Voyage, I had Misfortunes too; 
particularly that I was continually fick, being thrown into 
a violent Ca1enture by the exceffive Heat of the ClimatP.; 
our principal Trading being upon the Coaft, from the 
Lat. of 15 Degrees N. even to the Line itfelf. 

[ was now fee up for a Guinea Trader; and my Friend, 
to my great Misfortune, dying foon after his Arrivalt I 
re fol v'd to go the fame Voyage again ; and I embark'd 
in the fame Veffel with one who was his Mate in the 
former Voyage, and had now got the Command of the 
Ship. This was the unhappieft Voyage that ever Man 
·made; for tho' I did not carry quite 100/. of my new. 
gain'd Wealth, fo that I had 200/. left, and w~;ch I lodg
ed with my Friend's Widow, who was very juft to me, 
yet I fell into terrible Misfortunes in this Voyage; and. 
the firil was this; 'Viz. Our Ship, making her Courfe to
wards the Canary ljlands, or rather between thole Hlands 
and the African Shore, was furpris'd in the G rey of the 
Morning by a lJloorifh Rover of Sallee, who gave Chace 
to u5 with all the Sail fbe couIJ make. \Ve croi.ded alfo 
as much Can,·as as our Yards would fpread, or our Mafis \ 
carry, to have got clear; out finding the Pirate _gain'd 
upon us, and would certain 1y come up with us in a few 
Hours, we prepar'J to fight; our Si1ip having twehe 
Guns, and the Rover eighteen. A bcut three in the Af
ternoon he came up with us, and, bringing to, by ;\-l ;f_ 
take, jufi athwart our ~arter, infiea<l of athwart o;..:· 
Stern, as he intended, we ')rought eight of our Gun, to 

bt. a 
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be&r on that Side, and pour'd in a Broadfide upon him, 
which made him fheer off ag1~n, after returning our Fire, 
and pouring in alfo his S:.nall-fhot from near 200 Men 
w'hich he had on board. However, we had not a Man 
touch'd, all our Men keeping clofe: He prepar'd to attack 
us again, and we to defend ourfolves; but, laying us on 
board the next Time upon our o~her ~arter, he entered 
90 Men upon our Decks, who immediately fell to cutting 
and hacking tl:e Decks and Rigging. \Ve ply'd them 
with Small-fhot, Half-pikes, Powder-chefts, andfuch-like, 
.ind clear'd our Deck of them twice. However, to cut 
tbort this melancholy Part of our Story, our Ship being 
difabled, and three of our Men kiird, and eight wounded, 
we were obliged to yield; and were carry'd all Prifoners 
into Sallee, a Port belonging to the ~Moors. 

The Ufage 1 had there was not fo dreadful as at fidl: I 
.apprehenJ1..d; nor was I carried up the Country, to the 
Emperor's Court, as the refr of our Men were, but was 
kept by the Captain of the Rover, as his proper Prize, 
and made his Slave, being young and nimble, and fit for 
his Buftnefs. At this furprifing Change of my Circum
ftances, from a Merchant to a rniferab]e Slave, I was 
perfectly overwhelmed; and no,v I look'd back upon my 
Father's prophetic Difcourfe to me, that I fuould be mife
rab}e, and have none to relieve me; which I thought was 
now fo eifecl-ually brought to pafs, that I could not be 
worfe; that now the Hand of Heaven had overtaken me, 
and I was undone without Redemplion. But alas! this , 
was but a Tafte of the Mifery I was to go thro', .is will 
appear in the Sequel of this Story. 

As my new Patrcn or l\'1a!l:er had taken me home to hi£ 
Houfe, fo 1 was in -hopes, that he would take me with him 
when he went to Sea ao-ain, believing that it would be 0 
fome Time or other his Fate to be take-n by a Spamjh or 
Portugal Man of War; and that then I fhould be fet at Li
berty. But this Hope of mine was foon taken away; f~r 
when he went to Sea, he left me on Shore to look after his 
little Garden, and do rhe Drud2:ery of SL1ves about his 
Houfe; and when he came home again from his Cruize, he 
'order'd me to lie in the Cabin, to lcok after the Ship. 

Here I meditated nothing but my Efcape, and what 
Method I might take to effetl: it, but found no \Vay that 
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had the leaft Probability in it: Nothing prefented to mlke 
the Suppofition of it rational; for I had nobody to c.om
municate it to, that would embark with me, no Fellow 
Slave, no Englijhman, Irijhman or Scot/man there, but rny
felf; fo that for two Years, tho' I often pleafed o, yfelf 
with the Imagination, yet I never had the leail encou
raging Profpea of putting it in Practice. 

After about two Y cars, an odd Circumil:ance prefen~cd 
itfelf, which put the old Thoughts of making forn,· t-_ 
tempt for my Liberty again in my Head: My P::~ · 
lying at home longer than ufual, without fitling out · , 
Ship, which, as I heard, was for Want of Mor:ey, he t. 
confrantly once or twice a Week, fometimes oftenrr, if t 
\Veather was fair, to take the Ship's Pinnace, and g-0 < 
into the Road a fi!hing; and as he always look rne., 
a young 111.arefco with him to row the Boat, we made h • 
very merry, and I prov'd very dextrous in catching F1J1 
infomuch, that fometimes he would fend me with a J11,c y 

one of his Kinf men~ and the Youth the !J1arefco, as tht· 
call'd him, to catch a Di!h of Fi!h for him. 

lt happer:'d one Time, that going a fi!hing with h· 
in a calm Morning, a Fog rofe fo thick, that tho' we we 
not half a League from the Shore, we loft Sight )f 
and, rowing we knew not whither, or which \,Vay, 
labour'd all Day, and all the next i\ight; and when 
Morning came, we found we -had pull'd off to S 'a, 
flead of pulling in for the Shore; and that we .,., e 
kaH two Leagues from the Land: However, wt 1 

in again, rho' with a great deal of Labour, a1p 
Danger; for the \Vind began to blow pretty frefl . 
Morning; but particularly we were all \'ery hut.,{I,. 

Bue our Patron, warn'd by this Difafler, refolv'd ,e, . c 
more Care of himfelf for the future; and having ly11 g _ ;t 
h,m the Long• boat of our Englijh Ship which he hact t; ke •• 
he refolv'd he would not go a fi!hing any,mr.:c \,:,! ::, 
Com pafs and fame Provifion; fo he orde1'cl me C .. 11 pc:n er 
of his Ship, who alto was an Englifh Slave, to build a fo
tle State-room or Cabin in the Middle of tl1' Lqr1g-boar, 
like that of a Barge, with a Place to H:nn<l ~..'hind it to 
freer, and haul home the Main-iheet; ~nd Rocm before 
for an Hand or two to ftand and work the Sails. She 
fail'd with what we call a Shoulder of :Mutton Sail; and 

the 
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the Boom jibh'd over the Tep of the Cabin, which lay 
very fnug and low, and had in It Room for him to lie, with 
a Slc!ve or two, anci a Table. to cat on, with fome fmall 
Lockers w put in fome Bottles of fuch Liquor as he thought 
fit to dtink; panicularly Pis Bread, Rice, and Coffee. 

\Ve \•ere frequent!/ out with this Boat a fi{hing; and 
as 1 v. ' mdl: d r.: xncus co catch Fifi1 for him, he never 
v, t. . .. ~~cn o~t ,,J•~ . lt }11 ~,pe r. eJ one D2:,, that he had 
an,) ·,i,,t " • go cu: iri · hi.,, Br at, ei ther for Pleafure or 
f,

11/ FiO - ;.r: two or thn: t. ·'~c,·J c f ,-_,ime Diil:inclion, 
and t, · }.cm he kd t rovic.. ... d e,~t-,H,rdin,,rily; and had 
thea"' iv . fr;: on bo~rd the Bo,H o ·:er i'-ight a larger 
St,, () f Prnvi£i-.·i1~ than ufuai; and had ordered me to 
gn r~aJy three 1◄\,fil" with Powder an<l Shot, which 
W l re on bc,ard hi:> Ship; for that they ddigned fome 
<= port c; Fowlirig! :1s \Vdl as Fifhing. 

I .0.ot ~ili t\i n:- s ;· t.. ady, as he had dire~ed; and waited 
the i~cxt I~·]G _ • 1,.g with the Boat wafhed clean, her An
cient .:n1.. P~r dants ont, and every thing to accommodate 
his G· ;•· ; when by 2nd by my Patron came on board 
~Ion•·, a H: told me his Gucils had put off going, upon 
fop;e .B~.inefs th:it frll out; ar,d vrder'd me, with the 
I\Ian and Boy, as urual, to go 0ut •~·ith the Boat, and 
t.arcll them fome Fifh, for thc.t l ·s Friends were co fnp 
at his Ilou[e; he commanJea me too, that a~ foon as { 
11:rn oat fome F1fn, l fhould bi-i1w it harne to his Houfe : 

'=' ,;, 
All which I prepar'd to do. 

r.--his Moment my former. iotions of Deli·Hrance darted 
into mv Tnoua-ht3; for now I to,rnd I wac; like co hdH a 

, t 
Lttle Ship at my Comma:id; and my Mailer b~:ng gone, 
I prepa1 'd to furrifh myfelf, not fo: filbir.g B Ji:ne!s, but 
for a Voyc?ge; tho' l knew noc, ~eith .?!' did I fo much as 
c.onfidcr, whither I ,vould Heer; tor, any \,·here to get cut 
of that Place was my 'Nay. 

l\ly firlt Contrivance was to make a P,erencc to fpeak 
to this 1'.loor, <O get fomething for our Subfithr,<.:e on 
boarJ; for r told him we mull not pre.fume to e,ir nf our 
Patron's Bread: He faid, that was true; fo he brouc,ht a 
large Bafket of Ru!k, or Bifcuit of their Kind, and th.ree 
Jars with frei11 Water, into the Boat: I knew where my 
Patron's Cafe of Bottles llood, which it ;va:. evi<ltut by the 
Make, we;I;! taken out of fomc E,,g.f.i,,' 2r:~c, and l c,lli-

5 ,·eyed 
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,eved them into the Boat, while the M?or was on Shore

1 as'if they had been there before, for our Mafter: J con
veyed alfo a greac Lump of Bees- \Ya: into t}1e Boat, which 
weigh'd about half an hundred Weight, with a Parcel of 
Twine or Thread, an Hatchet, a Saw, and an Hammer, 
all wh;ch were of great Ufe to us afterwards; efpecial!y 
the Wax to make Candles. Another frick I tried upon 
him, \ hich he innocently came into alfo: His Name was 
I/mad, whom they call Mulr;>1, or [kfoloy; (o I call'd to him, 
Alo/0·, faid J, our Pnron 's Guns are all on board the 
Boat: Can :'OU not get a little Powder and Shot? It may 
be we may kill fome Aleamles (?. Fowl like our Cm-ler..1~·s) 
for ourtehes; for f know he keeps the Gunner's Stores 
ill the 'hip. Yes, fays he, I'll bring fame: Accordingiy 
he brought a great Leather Pouch, which held about a 
Pound and an half of Po\vder, or rather more; and ano
ther with Shot, that had five or fix Pounds; with fome 
Bulletf, .ind out :di into the Boat: At the fame Time I 
had four.ci Cc)me Powder, of my Ma!le1's, in the great 
Cabin, with whiLh I filled one of the large Bottles i:1 the 
Cafe, which was almo!1- empty; pouring\\ hat was in it 
into another: And thus frrnifhed \Vith every th ing needy 
fol, we failed out of the Port to fifr1. The C.iille, which 
was at th•.:' Eurance of the Port, knt>w v, ho we were, and 
took no Notice of us; and we were not :lbO\ e a Mile out 
of the Port. before we haul'd in our Sail, ;ind fat us down 
to fifh. The \\ ind blew from the N. N. E. which \"a5 
conir:iry to mv Ddire: f)r had it blown S(>lltherly, I had 
b"'en fo re to h~ve m:ide cie Co,dl of Sj,ain, c1nd at ]t'a!t 
n."c1ch

1

ct ti the lhy vl Cad,z; but my Rdolutions were, 
blow which \Vav it ht1uld, I would be gone from that 
horriJ Pic1ce where I "as, and leave the r~~l to Fate . 

. t\fter we h1d ri/hed fvme Time, and catched nC'thing 
(fur when I had Fi{h on my Hook, I would not pull th t>m 
up. that he might not fre them) I faid to the Aioo1·, 
This will not do; our Mailer \\-ill not be thus frn·cd; 
we mull Hand farther off: He, rhiukirig 1~0 H a1m, 
agreed; and bcin_g in the Head of the Boat, let the Sails ; 
and as I hatl the Hdm, I ran the Boat out near a Lea.,. ue 

..:, farther, and then brought her to, as if I would fdh; 
when, giving the Buy the Helm, I tlt>pt forward to where 
the Mvor was; and, makin as if 1 it:oop'd for fometning 

behind 

11 
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behind him, I took him by Surprife with my Arm under 
his Twifi, and tofs:d him clear over-board into the Sea• 
he rofe immediately, for he fwa_m like a Cork, and caU'd 
to me, begg'd to be taken in, told me he would go all 
over the V✓orld with m~: He fwam fo ftrong after the 
Boat, that he would have retch'd me very quickly, there 
beir.~ but little \Vind ; upon which I fl:epped into the 
C?.bin, a:1d, fo~ching one of the Fowling-pieces, 1 pre
fented ic nl h; '1, ,tr;d toid him, l had done him no Hurt, 
and, if he! \,'A • be quiet, f would do him none: But, 
faid I, you fwi:Il will enough to reach the Shore, and the 
Sea is cd.rn; make the bd1: of your \V y to the Shore, and 
I will do;, ..i no Harm; but if you come near the Boat, I • 
will fhoot you through the Head; for I am refolv'd to 
have n1y Liberty. So he turn'd himfelf about, and fwam 
for the Shore, and 1 make no doubt but he 1each'd it with 
Eaf~, for he was an excelknt Swimmer. 

!could have been content to have tnkenthis/;.foerwith 
me, and have drown'd the Boy; hut thrre was no "en
turing to trufr him : 'When he was gone, J turn'd to 
the Boy, whom they call'd Xury, and faid to him, Xu,:,·, 
if you will be faithful to me, J will make you a great 
l'vlan; but if you will notjircke;-our Face to be true to me, 
that h,/1.vear /Jy Mahomet, and hu Father's Beard, I muft 
throw you into the Sea too. The Boy fmiled in my 
Face, ,nd fpoke fo innocendy, that I couU not millru tt 
him; and fwore to be fait~foi to r.1e, and go all over 
the World with me. 

\Vhile I was in the View of the .Mc~r that was {w:m
ming, I Hood out directly to Sea, \\ith t!ie Boat rather 
ftretching to Windward, that the} might ~hini{ me gone 
towards the Striight Mouth (as indeed any one that had 
been in their \Vits mull have been fuppofed to do) ; for 
who would have foppofrd we wer:! fail'd en to the South
ward, to the truly Barbarim: Coafi, where whole Na dens 
of Negroes were fore to forround us with their C:1noe5, 
and delhoy us; where we could never o:ice go on Shore, 
but we !hould be de\'Our'd hy favage Beans, or more mer
cilefs Savages of human Kind ;i 

But as foon as it grew duik in the E\•en1ng, I chang'd 
my Courfe, and fteer'd direclly South ;1nd by Eafr, bend
ing my Courfe a little towards the Eaft, that I might 

keep 
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keep in wit, the Shore; .and having a fair_ frefh ~ale of 
\Vind, and a fmooth quiet Sea, 1 made luch Sa1l, that 
1 believe by the next Day at three o'Clock in the After
noon, when I firil: made the Land, l could not be lefs 
than 15c Miles South of Sallee, quite beyond the Empe
ror of Morocco's Dominions, or indeed of any other King 
thereabouts, for we faw no People. 

Yet fuch was the Fright 1 had taken at the Moors, and 
the dreadful Apprehenfions I had of falling into their 
Hands, that I wou 1d not flop, or go on Shore, or come 
to an Anchor, the \Vind continuing fair, till I had fail'd 
in t':iat manr.er five Days; and then the Wind fhifring 
to the Southward, I concluded alfo, that if any of our 
Yeffels were in Chace of me, they alfo would now give 
over; fo I ventur'd to make to the Co~ifl:, and came tr) 

an Anchor in the M ·uth of a little River, I k1,ew not 
what or where; neither \\hat Latitude, what Collntrv, 
,vhat l\ction, or what River: I neither fa\v, or ddired 
to fee. ar.y l\ople; the principal Thi11g l w~n:ed was 
frefh \Yater. \Ve came into this Creek in the Evening, 
refolving to fwim on Shore as foon as it \\•as dark, and 
difcover the Country; but as foon as it was quit~ c!ark, 
we hP;o.rcl fuch dreadful Noifes of the Barking, Roaring, 
and Ho,..,•Ji1.g of ,vikl Creatures, of we kn~w not wh;:i.t 
Kinds, that the poor Boy was ready to die with Fear, and 
he~g'd C'f me not to go on Shore till DJy. "Well. X"'J', 
faid r, then J won't; hut it may be we may fee 1·1en by 
Day, \\ ho will be as bid to us as thofe Lions: Tbt'I: ci.•:r! 

VIaJ give them th, float Gun, fays Xu1y, laughing, ma.fr 
thon run "W•J·; furh Englijh XU1:r !peke by converfi,,g 
among us Slan·s However, I was glad to fe·e the Boy 
fo chearfol anJ I gave him a Dram (out of our Patro1.'5 
Cafe of Bottles) to chear him up: After all, Xury's AJ4 
vice was good, and I took it; we dropp'd 01..r little 
Anchor. anrl lay fiill .all Night; I fay ftill, for we fiept 
none; for in two or three Houn we faw nil great Crea
tures, \·;e kr.r,v not what to call them, of many Sorts, 
c0me down to the Sea-fh0re, and run into the \Vater, 
wallov. i1,g and \\ al11ing themfelves, for the Pleafure 0f 
cooliug themft.lvc-s; and they made fuch liidecus Howl
ings anJ Yeliingf, that 1 never indeed ht:arJ tl1e like. 
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Xmy was dreadfully frighted, and indeed fo was I too: But we were both -.vorfe frighted when we heard one mighty Creature come fwim~ing towards our Boat ; we ~ould not fee him, but we might hear him by his blowrn_g,. to be a monHrous, huge, and furious Beall:; Xury fa1d It was a Lion, and it mioht be for aught 1 know: P V b ~ oor .Llttry cried out to me to weigh the Anchor, and row away. No, fays r, Xmy, we can flip our Cable with a Buoy to it, and go to Sea, they cannot follow us far. I had no fooner faid fo, but I preceived the Creature {\~hatever it was) within two Oars Lengh, which fomethin~ furprifed me ; however, I immediately ltcpt to the Ca?in-door, and taking up my Gnn, fir'd at him; upon which he immediately turn'd about, and fwam towards the ~hore again. 

But it was not poflible to defrrihe the horrible Noifes, and hideous Cries c1nd Howlings, that were raifed as well upon the Edge of the Shore, as higher within the Country, upon rl{c Noife or Report of a Gun, a Thing 1 have forne ReafoG to btlieve thofe Creatures had never heard before. Thi3 con vinc~d m~, that there was no going on Shore for us in the Night upon that Coal!; and how to venture on Shore in che Day, was another 02dHon too; for to have falltn into the Hands of any of the Savages, had been ;J:, b:id a.s to han! fallen into the Paws of Lions anJ Tig~rs; at Ieaft we were equally apprehen!ive of the Danger of it. 
Be that as it would, we were obliged to go on Shore f.ll: e,vhere or o:her for \Vc1ter, f0r we had not a Pint fofc in the Boat; when or where to get to it, was the Point: X,m, faid, if l wrmld let him bo on Shore with on of tl~e Jar~, he \,:ould find if there was any Water, and bring tome to me. I afked him, why he would go? why l fl!ould not go, and he Hay in the Boar r The Boy anfaered with fo much Affeclion, that mtide me love .him ever afr~r: Says he, J_f wild Afans come, they £at me, _yo:, U(J -~.1n. ~'ell, Xury, foid I, \\e \vjJj both go, and if ti1e \,,/iJd 1\1.ins conie, we \\'ill kill them, they fnail eat neitber of u;; So J gave Xlliy a Piece of Rufkbr:.:ad to ear, and a Dram out of our Patron's Cafe of fh,trles, whiu1 1 nienuoned before, and we hal'd the lhat in ut rw~r the S:wre, as we thought was proper. 

and 
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and waded on Shore, carrying nothing but our Arms and 
two Jars of W,Her. . . 

I did not ca•e to go out of Sight of the Boat, franng 
the coming of the Canoes with Savages down the River: 
But the Boy, feeing a low Place, about a Mile up the 
Country, rambltd co it, and by-and-hy I faw him come 
running towards me: I thot!ght he was purfued by fome 
Saq;age, or frighted with fame wild BeaH·, and I ran 
forward towards him, to helo him; but when I came 
nearer to him, I faw fomethi~g hanging over his Shoul
ders, which was a Creature that he had !h "'t like a Hare, 
but different in Colour, and longer Legs; however, we 
were very glad of it, and it \\ as , ery good Meat; but 
the great Joy that poor Xury came with, was to tell me 
he had found good Water, and feen no wild Mans. 

But we found afterward,, that we need not tr1ke foch 
Pains for Water; for a little higher up the Crei>k where 
we were, we found the Water frcfh when tl1e Tide wa5 
out, which flo\\S but a little vVay up; fo ,.,.e fil'cd cur 
Jars, and frallLd on chc Hare we had killed, arid pr~ · ar
ed to go on_ our \Yay, h:-:ving feen no Fco1kps' o; ,l , y 
hnman Creature in th:H Pa:·t of the Cot1ntry. 

As I had been one Voyage to this Coail bt"fore, I k r, -H 
wery well, that the IOa•1ds of the Canari(j, ..nd the C,,pt dt 
rad Iflands alfo, lav not far cff from che CoafL But as I 
had no lnllruments ·to take an Ob!erv:ition to know wh~t 
Latitude we were in, &nd did not exactly know, orat leai1: 
not remember what Latitude they wen. in, t i:.1ew net 
where to look for them, or when to fiand df to Sea to
wards them, othcrwife [ n,ight now E·afiiv have fot0 nd 
fome of thefe lfl,1nds. Bnt 1;y Ifopr. wa~,✓ thc:1t if I frood 
along this Coafc tilt [ c::.mc to th:it Put \, here thP. Er: .. zl1jh 
traded, I fhould find fomc f1f I heir V cffe!s upon th:ir ufual 
De!ign of Trade, thac wc,uld 1elieve ,ind t:ike us in. 

By the befrof my C:ikulation, hat Place whe~e I now 
was, rn.1fr be th~,t C'cup•ry, which, lyino- b~rween the 
Emperor of T1Jo, ·occ,,'s D , milllons and rhc ],.-P{! oes, lies 
\v·afte an3 uninl-12b,cccl, <.>~'.cept by wild'> Be .. Hs~~ the Ne
g_,ots ha\'ing abandontd ic, aod gone farther South, for 
tear of the lvlrior.r; ar:d the i'dr.ors not thinkino- it worth 
in 11abiting, by reafo 0f its Rdrrennefo; and i~decd both 
forl~ki.r.g ic bti.:u.u;t.: of the prodig1-0us Numbers of Ti. 
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gers, Lions, Leopards, and other furious Creatu~es 
v.-hich harbol1r there; fo that the ,1Joors u(e it for their 
hunring only, where they g~ like an Army, two or cliree 
thoufand Men at a time; and inded for near an hundn.,d 
Miles together upon thi~ Coaft, we (aw nothino- but a wa11e 
uninh~bited Country by Day, and heard~othing but 
Howlings and Roarjngs of wild Beafls by Night. 

Once or t\\'ice in the D::y-time, I thought I f.nv the 
P1Co of 7'i•nrnjfr, being the high Top of the Mountain 
'Tener4te in the Canane.r; and had a great Mind to venture 
out, i11Hopt·s of rtaching thither; hut, ha\•ing tried twice, 
J was forced in again by contrary Ylir:ds, the Sea alfo go
ing too hfgh for my little Veffel; fo I refolv'd to puriue 
my firfi: Defign, and keep along the Shore. 

Se,•era I times \\'e were obliged to land for frdh Vv' a
trr, after we had kft this Place; aud once in part=cnJar, 
reing early in the l\.1orning, \\t' came to an Anchor un
cer a little Point of Lmd, \':hich was pretty high; and 
the Tide beginning to flow, we lay 1'1ill to go farther in. 
Xury, whofe Eyr.s n ,..re more about him than, it feemc;, 
rnine were, calls foftly to me, and tells me, that we had 
heft go farther d.f rhe Shore ; for, fays he, look yond~r 
lies a dreadful l:V1onfi~r on the SiGe of that Hillock, foil: 
~flcep. J look'<l \\here he poir.ted, and faw a drP.adful 
Mc,r fier inde!.'d; for it w2: a terrible great Lien, that 
bv on tl,e Side of the Shore, under the Shade of a Piere 
of t'he Hill, that hung as it were a litt!e over him. Xu,y, 
faid I, you fhall go c-n S110rt> and kill him : Xu,J !nok'd 
frighted, rnd faid, .Mr· /:ill! ht eat vie at on!' Jiouth, 
one Mouthful he meant; ho"'ever, I faid no more to the 
Boy, but baGe him be fiill, and took cur biggdl Gun, 
which \,as almoCT l\i;ufquet bore, and loaded it \\•ith a 
good Charo-c of Powder, and \\ ith two Slugs, and !..id 
it down; then I loadeJ anoth<:r Gun with two Bullets, 
and the third (for we had :hre~ Pieces) I loaded with fi\·e 
fmal!cr Bullets. 1 took the beil Aim I could with the 
fidl Piece to ra,·e f11ot him in the Head; but he !av fo 
~vith hi, Leg raifcd a little abo\'e his Nole, that the Slug 
bit hi~ Lf"g about the Krcc, and hroke the Bone. Be 
frartcd up growling at fidl; hut finding his Leg broke, 
fell c,o,\ n ngain, and th·n got up upon thrre Legs, and 
gave the moft hiJeous R0:.ir that 1 ever heard. 1 wa~ a 
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little furprifed that I had not hit him on the Head; how• 
ever, I took uo the fecond Piece immediately, and tho' 
he began to n{o\-·e off, fir'd again, and !hot him into the 
Head; and had the Pleafore t~ fee him drop, arid making 
but little Noife, ,he lay il,uggling for Life. Then Xu~f 
touk Heart, and would have me lee him go on Shore. 
'.Vell, go, faid I. So the Boy jump'd into tr.e Water, and 
takil'rr the little Gun in one Hand. fr,am to the Shore I"> 

with the other Hand; and coming c:o{e to fre Creature, 
put the Mnzzl~ of the Piec~ to his E~:r, ad thot him int() 
the Head again, which dif~atch·d him <JUitc. 

This was Game indeea to t;S, l:uc this was no Food ; 
nnd l was very lorry to lcfe tln·e C'~? . .-~•ts of Pow..ic:r 

0 • 

and Shot, upon a Cre.nure that w .1!o good for nod1111g to 
us. Howc\er, Xurv {a1d, r:e wot.:.ld ha,·e fon~e of him; 
fo he comes on bo~rd, and aib·d n~e to gi, t' h:m the 
Hatchet. For whc1t, Xury? faid f. .~le c:u rjfh:s Hrad, 
faid he. However, ~l'.:ay could not cut off his He~d, but 
he rnt off a. Foot, and ba:,ughtit'with him, and it \\aS a 
monilrous great one. 

I bethought myfelf howft·er, tbat pe1haps t~e Skin of 
him might one way or other be of lome \'alue co us• 
and I refolv'd to take off his Skin, if 1 coulJ. So Xu,y 
and l went to work with him; but Xwy was much the 
bttter Workm:1n at ir, fc.r l knew very ill how to do it. 
Indeed it took us up (both) the whole Da, ; bJt :rt Lill 
we got off the Hide of him, and, fpreading it on the Top 
cf our Cabin, the Sun dfetlually dried it in two Da):. 
time, and it afterwards forv'd me to lie upon. 

After this Stop, we made on to the Southward con ti
nually for ten or twe}ve D?.ys, living Hry fparingly on 
cur Provifions, which began to abate verv much, and 
~oing no oftener into the Shore than we \ve'rl! obliged to 
fv frefr. \Vatcr. }:Iy Defign in this was, tO make the 
Riter Gam,'1ia or Semgal, that is to fay, any where about 
the Cape de Verd, where f was in Hopes to meet with 
fame Eurcpean Shi'J; and if I did not, I knew not what 
Courfe I had to take, but to feek for the lflands, or pe
ri{h there among the Ntgrces. 1 knew that all the Ships 
from Europe, which fail'd either to the Coa{t of Guinea, 
or to Brafil, or to the Eafl !,:dies, made this Cape, or 
thofe lflands; and, in a WorJ, I put the whole of my 
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Fortune upon this fingle Point, either that I mu.ft meet 
wfrh fome Ship, or m uft perifh. 

When I had purfued this 'Refolution about ten Days 
!anger, as I faid, I began to fee that the Land was 
rnliabited ; and in two or three Places, as we failed by, 
\\ e faw People ftand upon the Shore to look at us ; we 
could al(o percieve they were quite black, and fi:ark na
ked. I was once inclined tohave gone on Shore to them ; 
but Xury was my better Counfellor, and faid to me, No 
go, no go: However, I hal'd jn nearer the Shore, that I 
might talk to them, and I found they ran along the Short 
by me a good \\ay. I obferv'd they had no \Veapons in 
their Hands, except one, who had a long flender Stick, 
which Xu,y faid was a Lance, and th3t they would throw 
them a grer1t way with good Aim; fo I kept at a Dif
tance, but talk'd with them by Signs as well as I cou 1d, 
~nd particularly made Signs for fomething to eat. They 
heckon'cl to me to Hop my Boat, and they would fetch 
!N= fome Meat. Upon chis I lower'd the Top of my Sail, 
~nd lay by; and two of them ran up into the Country, 
and in lefs than half an Hour came back, and brought 
v,ith them t\\O Pieces of dry Fle!h, and fame Corn, fuch 
as is the Procuce of their Country; but we neither knew 
what the one or the other was; however, we were willing 
to accept it. But how to come at it was our next Difpute; 
for I was not for venturing on Shore to them, and. they 
·were as much afraid of us; butthey took a fafe way for 
us all; for they brought it to the Shore, and laid it down, 
and went and flood a great way oft~ tiil we fetch'd it on 
ho1rd, and then come clofe to us again. 

We made Signs of Th·,nks to them, for we had no
thi11g to make them Amends : But an Opportunity offer
ed that very Infiant, to oblige them wonderfully; for 
while we were lying . by the Shore, came two. mi gh_ ty 
Creatures, one purforng- the other (as we took H) w11h 
g1e2t Fury, from the Mountains towards the Sea; whe
ther it was the Male purfuing the Femnle, or whether 
they ,vere in Sport, or in Rage, .we could not tell, any 
more th,m \\'e could te11 whether It was ufual or i1range; 
but J believe ic wris the latter, becaufe, in the firfi Place, 
thofe ravenous Creatures feldom appear but in the 
1'.'ight; and, in the fecond Place, we found the People 

terribly 

ht 

, . ... 

IS 

ti., .. 

.. .. , 

t ... 

,, 
I 
'1, 
11 ' 



' ROBINSON CRUSOE. 3,r 
terribly frighted, efpecially the Women. The Man that 
had the Lance or Dart did not fly from them, but the 
reft did; however, as the two Creatures ran directly into 
the Water, they did notfeem to offer to fall upontheNe
groeJ, but plung'd themfelves into the Sea, and (warn about 
as if they h'ad come for their Diverfion; at 1afl one of 
them began to come nearer our Boat than at firH 1 expect
ed; but 1 hy ready for him; for I had loaded my Gun 
with all pofiible Expedition, and bid Xury Joad both the 
other. As foon as he came fairly within my Reach, I fir'd, 
and fhot him direcHy into the Head: I rnmediately he funk 
down into the Water, but rofe inflanly, and plung'd up 
and down as if he was fhuggling for Life; and fo indeed 
he was : He immediate]) made to the Shore; but between 
the Wound, which wns his mortal Hurt, and the firang
ling of the Water, he diedjuft before he reach'd the Shore. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the Aftonifhment of thefe 
poor Creatures, at the Noifc and Fire of my Gun; fome 
of them ..._,ere ready even to die for Fear, and fell down 
as dead with the very Terror. But when they faw the 
Creature dead and funk into the Water, and that I made 
Signs to them to come to the Shore, they took Heart, 
and came to the Shore, and began to fearch for the Crea
ture. I found him by his Blood ftaining the Water, and 
by the Help of a Rope, whic:h I flung round him, and 
gave the Neg1·oes to hale, they dragg'd him on Shore, and 
found that it \Vas a mofl:: curious Leopard, fpotted and 
fine, to an adm1rable Degree; and the NegroeJ held up 
their Hands with Admiration, to think what it was I 
killed him with. 

The other Creature, frighted with the Flafh of Fire; 
and the Noife of the Gun, fwam to the Shore, and ran 
up direcl:ly to the I\rhunta1nc, from which they came, 
nor rou:<l I at th:1t Difiance know what it was. I found 
quickly the 1-,-f'groes were for eating the Flefu of this 
Creature; fo J was willing to have them take it as a 
F.1vour fr om me, which when I made Signs to them;. 
thH they might t::ike it, th ey were very thanfokl for. 
Jmme.di.,tely they fell to \Vork with him; an,l tho' they 
haJ no Knife, yet\\ ith a fh:irpenf'd Piece of Wood, they 
took off hi, Skin a• readily, nay much more re:idily than 
we would ba\'e done with a Knife; they offer'd m<: fomP. 
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of the Fle!h, which 1 declin'd, making as ifI would i,ive 
it them ; but made Sigus for the Skin, which they gdve 
me very f1eely, and brought me a great deal more of their 
Pro\ ifion, which; tho' I did not underfland, vet f accepted. 
Then 1 made Signs t,1 them for fume Wa~er, and held 
out one of rn,v Jars to them, turni1.g its Bottom up\vard, 
to !hew that it wa, e11i1pty, and that I wanted to have it 
fiiled: They cali'd immedi2tely to fome of their Friend~, 
and there came two \Vomen, and brought a great \'e!ftl 
mace of Ea;th, and burnt, as I foppofe, in the ~un ; this 
they ft:t down for me, as before, and I fent .Xu1y on Shore 
with ffY Jars, and fi'.led them all three. The \Voffen 
\\ere .!S. Hark naked as the l\1rn. 

1 was now fur:1:!htd with Roots and Corn, foch as it 
was, znd \Vater; and, leaving rny friendly 1.\\,grr,es, I 
rnade forward for about eleven Day:i more, without of. 
fering rn go near the Shore, ti!! I Caw the Land run cut 
.,. great Len9"th into the Sea at about the Difrance of fo.ur ... .::, 

or Gve Leagues before me; and the Sea being very calrn, 
1 kept a large Ofiing to rrnike this Point; at length, 
Joubling the Point at about two Leagues from the Land, 
l f::Hv plainly Land on rhe otht!r Side to Sea-ward ; then 
l cvnclodcJ, as it was mo!t cerrain incieeJ, that thi~ was 
the Ct,pe d1: l'crd, and thofe tLe ljl.11,ds, called from thence 
Cape de //nd lj!and.r. HoweVtr, they were at a greilt 

DiHance, and I could not well tell what I had bdl to do: 
for if 1 fnould be t::iken with ~ Frcih of Wind, I might 
J.either reach one or other. 

1n this Dilemma, as I was very penlive, I {kpt i1 ito 

the C:c!hin, and fee me down, Xury having the Ild111; 
when on a fuJden the Boy cry'd out, l't-1ajhl·. Majltr, a 
Slip :-;,wu a Sail! ar.d tiie foulif11 Doy wa~ f,ighted out <,f 
his 'Ni,s, thinking ic mull needs be fome of his Mafl:er's 
Ships frnt to purfoe us, when I knew we wet e gotten far 
€.nou 6 h out of their Reach. I jump'd out c,f the Cabin, 
and immediately faw nor only the Ship, but what fhc was; 
r-,.;iz. that it w&s a Portugrufe Ship, and, as I thought, was 
bound to the CoaH of Guihfa for Negroes. But when I ob
frrv'd the Courfe fhe fieered, I was foon convinced they 
were bound fome other \Vay, and did not defign to go 
any nearer the Shore; upon which I {l:rctchedout to Sea as 
much as I could, re fol ~ing to fpeak -.,vith t!-iem, if poilible. 
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\,Vith all the Sail I could make, I found I !hould not 

be able to come in their \Vay, but that they would be 
goue by before I could mctke any Signal to them; but 
afte, 1 had crouded to the utmoi1, and began to defpair, 
they, it feems, faw me bytr.e Help of their Perfpective
gla!fes, and that it was fame European Boat, which they 
fuppos'd m uit belong to fome Ship that was loft; fo they 
fhorten'd Sail to let me come up. I was encouraged with. 
this; and as I had my Patron's Ancient on board, I made 
a \Vafc of it to chem for a Signal of Difirefs, and .fir'd a 
Gun, both which they faw; for they told me they faw 
tl1e Smoke, tho' they did not he,.r the Gun : U p,rn thd~ 
Signals they very kindly brought to, and lay by fr,r me~ 
and in about three Hours time 1 orne up~ ith ihem. 

They a{k'd me what I ,va~, in Portugue/e, and in Spri. 
nijh, and in French, but l undcrfbod none cf them ~ 
but at la.ft a Sects Saitor, who \vas on hoard, call'd rn 
me, and I anfwer'd him, and told hirr- I was an Engl,_fh. 
1naJ1, that had made my E,cape cut of ;:,Javery from Lhe 
!'deers at Sallee; thrn they bid me ccrne on board, and 
very kindly took me in, and all my Goods. 

Ic was an inexprc:ffible Joy to me, any nne v.,ill be~ 
lieve, that l wa5 thus delivered, as l efiecmed it, from foch. 
a miferable and a1mo(l: horelefs Condition :is I was in : 
l immediately offere<l all I h.-.c! to the C3ptain of the Shipp 
as a Return for my Deliverance; but he generoufly told 
me, re would take nothing from me, but that all I had 
fhould be ue:livered fafe to me when I came to the Brn, 
jils .- For, fays he, 1 harve/a,...J'd_yo:,r Life en uo !itherCf'efllil;, . 
thar ns 1 -would be g 1ad to be /a•v'd '!~vjdf; ar;d it mny OM 

time er ether be m;• Lot to le tahn up in the fame Conoit,r,n; 
b.jides, fays he, q_1:hen I carry JMt to the Brafils, /b great a 
1Vayfrom ycur o,..v..'il Count,y, if I jbould take from you cz,vhat 
little _rm l.:a-~e, J'Ozt cz_vill le jlar"Jed there, and then I anly 
ta4e ar.t·•:9 that ltfe I have gi'<Jen. No, no, fays he, Signior
Inglefe [ .Mr.EnglifhmanJl-wo:./J--c.;zrry.;au thirhcr in Cl•a~ 
ritJ ; aild thefe (['bings ,;.ui/l help you to buy your SYl;ji/Je:.c~ 
there, and your 0 n_j/:..g<' home agan: . 

Ash" was charitable in this Propofal, fo he was juft in 
the Performanc~ to a Tittle ; fer he ordered the Seamen, 
that none fhou!d offi: r to touch any thing I had ; then he 
took every thing into his own Poifdli0n, and gave me· 
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back an exaa Inventory of them, that I might have 
them again, even fo much as my three Eaahen Jars. 

As to my Boat, it wa, a very good one, and that he 
faw, and told me he would buy i~ of me for the Ship's 
Ufe, and ,dk'ti me what I w rn!J have for it. I told him 
he had be.en fo generous to me in ev"ry Thing, that I 
could not offer to make any Price of the Boat, but left it 
intirely to him ; upon which he told me he would give 
me a Note of his Hand to p,, y me 8G Pieces of Eight 
for it atBraji/; and whe n it came there, if any oneoffer'<l 
to give mure, he would make it up : He o.fFer'd me alfo 
60 ~Pieces of Eight more for my Boy Xu,y, wnich I was 
loth to take; not that 1 \Vas not willing to Jet the Captain 
havt him, but I was very loth to fell t11e poor Boy's Li
berty, who had aillfred me fo faithfully in procuring my 
owo. However, when I let him know mv Reafon, he 
own'd it to be jufl-, and offer'd me this Medium, that he 
would give the Boy an Oblig,-tion tO fet him free in ten 
Years, if he turned Ch rifiian. Upon th is, a n<l Xu,)' faying 
he was willing to go to him, I let ~he Capta.n hwe him. 

We had a very go,;d Voyage to the Brr:/i!s, nnJ arriv'd 
in the Eay dr todos !os Santcs, or Alf Smnt., F,~r, in about 
22 Days after. And now I was one~ mor.: delinr'd fr,)m 
the moft rni{erablc of all Conditions r,f L:fc; ar,d what 
to do next with myfelf., I was to cur.fide . 

The generous l n:atment the Ca~ ain gave me, I can 
never cn0ugh remember: He \\Ould ta ,· nothing of me 
for my P,. ~-1g~, g.1ve me 20 Dncats f • th e: Leopflll:'s 
Skin, and -;Of r the Lion's Skin, ,._ h Lh I haJ in the 
Doat; anJ c2,Je<l every Thin~ l hJd in th t' Ship to be 
puntlu ally delivered me; and v. hat I w 1.; willing- to fell, 
111! bo11ght; foch as ch,·C3fcof Dotdes, 1\\0 ofmy Guns, 
ani .-. l1iec,: of t'1e Lusrp l'f B~e 0 \Vax, :'or I haJ marl~ 
Candles vf ~he dl:; in . W ,. d, I made n½out 230 Pieces 
Qf Eight of a1l .11l C1rgc, and \Vith this Stock l went on 
~hOrt' ifl th~ Er,,lj/s. 

Ir~ j 11' l b;en· l0n~ hc:1e, b.it h :n~ recommended to 
the f:lonlc cf .. r~ 1 c.i hood!: .VI n ;ike hirnfelf, \\ ho had 

/ ·1 . · . >J • d r.n ,, ,.·•. c, ,.~ tt'• i c.d 1t, u; t 1s, a . antdt'IOn, an_ a 
Sug ir hJlifc, l i:, 'J whh h·m (>me tim,; and .1cq_ua1n~
{'(1 •HI;~;.:-, br t~~: mc.1r,, with.~.-'! M1"t.·, ut t 11e1r 

Pla~iti:.•, .. 1J m ki ,'J"o.f Su 1.ir ,· ;.nd foe~.1, ho,',' wtli t'1e 
:J ~ .:> 0 
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Planters liv'd, and how they grew rich fuddenly, I re
folv'd, if I could get Licence to fettle there, I would 
turn Planter among them ; refolving in the mean time, to 
find out fome way to...get my Money which I had left 
jn Lona'on, remitted to me. To this Purpofe, getting a 
kind of a Letter of Naturalization, l purchafed as much 
Land that was uncur'd, as rn y Money would reach ; 
and form'd a Plan for my Plantation and Settlement, and 
fuch an one as might be fuitable to the Stock which I pro• 
pofed to rnyfelf to receive from England. 

I bad a Neighbour, a Portuguefe of Lijbon, but born 
of Engl~(h Parents, whofe Name was Wells, and in much 
foch Circumfiances as I was: I call him Neighbour, be
caufe his Plantation lay next to mine; and we went on 
very fociably together; my Stock was but low, as well 
as his; and we rather planted for Food, than any thing 
e1fe, for about two Years. However, we began to in
creafe, and our Land began to come into Order ; fo that 
the third Year we planted fome Tobacco, and made each 
of us a large Piece of Ground ready for planting Canes 
in the Year to come; but we both wanted Help; and 
110w I found more than before, I had done wrong in 

. . h 1) '' partrng \\It my 1oy AltrJ'· 

But alas! for me to do wronj! that never cid right, 
was no great \Vonder; I had no Remedy but to go on: 
l was gotten into an Employment quite remote to my 
Genius, and dir(;B.ly contrary to the Life I delighted in, 
and for which I forfook my father's Houfe, and broke 
thro' all hi~ goud Advice; nay, I was coming into the 
very middle Station, or upper Degree of low Life, which 
mv Father advifed me to before, and which if I refolved 
to· go on with, I might as well have Haid at home, al')_d 
never fatigued rnyfelf in the \Vorld, as I have done; and 
I ufrd often to fay to myfelf, I could h.-ive done this 
a, well in England'among my Friends, as have gone 5000 
:Miles off to oo it among Strangers anJ Savages in a \Vil
clernefs, a1:d at fuch a Diil:ance. as never to hear from any 
P,:rt of ,he World, that had the lea!½ Koowlt:deeof me. 

In this manner i ufcd to look upon my Condition 
Y1ith t!1e utmolt Regret. I had nobody to converfe with 
htit r,ow ,rnd th::n this Neighbour; no vVork to be dor;e 
but by the Labour of my Hai.~~; and I ufed to fay, l 
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liv'd juft like a Man caft away upon fo:nc defr,late rfland 
that had nobody there but himfelf. But how jui1 has it 
been, and how fhould all Men reflect, that, when they 
com pare their prefentCondition with others that are worfe, 
Heaien may oblige them to make the Exchange, and be 
convinced of their former Fdicicy, by their Experience ! 
J faw, hew jufl: it has been, that the truly folitary Life I 
reflected on in an If1and, or mere Defolation, fbould be 
my Lot, who had fo often unjuftly compared it with the 
Life which I then led, in which had 1 continued, I had 
in all Probability, been exceeding profperous and rich ! 

I was in fame Degree fettleJ in my Meafures for carry
ing on the Plantation, before my kind Friend the Crip
tain of the Ship, that to0k me up at Sea, \\ent back; 
for the Ship remained there in providing her Loading, 
and p1eparing for her Voy2ge, near three Months; when 
telling him what lini:-: SwcK I had left behind me in 
Londr,n, he gave me this friendly and fincere Advice; 
Sig11.·or L:glcfi, fays he (for fo he always call'd me,) if you 
v..ill give me Letters, and a Procuration here in Form 
to me, with Orders to the Perfon who has your Money in 
London, to fend your Effccls to Liflon, to fuch Perfons 
as I fhall direct, and in fuch Goods as are proper for 
this Country, I will bring you the Produce of them, God 
willing, at my Return ; but fince human Affairs are all· 
fohject to Changes and Difafiers, I would have you give 
Orders but for 1 oo /. Ster!. \\'hich you fay is half} ou, 
Stock, and let the Hazard be run for the firfr; fo that if 
it comes fafr, you may order the rdt t·he fame way; and 
jf it mifcary, you may have the other half co have re
courfe to for your Supply. 

This was fo wholfome Advice, and look 1J fo friendly, 
that 1 could not but be convinc'd it was the beft Courfe 
J could take; fo I accordingly prepared Letters to the 
Gentlewom;rn with whom I had left my Money, and a 
P10curation to the Po1 tuguefe Captain, as he deli red. 

I wrote the Englijb Captain's vVidow a foll Account 
of all my Advenrn-es, my Slavery, Efcape, and how I 
had met with the Portugal Captain at Sea, the Huma
nitv of his Behaviour, and wl-iat Condition I was now in, 
wir'h all other neceffary Direclions for my Supply; 
and when this honefi Captain came to Lifton, he found 
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mcar s, by fame of the Englifh Merchants there, to fend 
O\ er oot the Order only, but a full Account of my Story 
to a l'vierchant at Lruulon, who prefented it e:ffceluall) to 
her; whe1·eupon, fhe not only delivered the Money, but 
out of her ov. n Pocket fenr the Portugal Captain a very 
handfome Prefent for his Humanity and Charity to me~ 

The Merchant in Lrmr:ton VPfied this 100 !. i.n Englijh 
Goods, fuch as the Captain had written for; fent them 
dire8:ly to him at Liflr,n, and he br0ught therr all fafe to 
me to the Brafils; among which, without my Direflion 
(for 1 was too 1oung in my B:.ifinefs to think of them) 
he had taken care to ha"e all ::,arts of Tool~, Iron-work, 
and Utenfils neceffary for my l?lantation, and which were 
of great Ufe to me. 

\Vhen this Cargo arriv'd, I thought r.1y Fortune made; 
for I was furpris'd \vith the Joy of it; and my good Stew~ 
ard the Captain had bid ou• the 5 l. which my Friend 
had fent him for a Prelent for himfelf, to purchafe, atrd 
bring me over a Servant under Bond for fix Years Ser
vice; and would not acce.pt of any Confideration, except 
a little Tobacco, \\ hich I would have him accept, being 
of my own Produce. 

N~ither was this all; but my Goods being all Englijh 
Manufactures, foch as Cloth, Stuff, Bays, ar:d Things par
ticulary \'a:u::ible and defirable in che Country, I found 
mean, to fell them to a very great Advantage; fa-that I 
may fay, 1 had more than four times the V3.lue of my firft 
Cargo, and was now infinitely bcpnd my poor Neigh
bour, I mean in the Advancement of my Plantation; for 
the fidl Thing I did, I bought me a Nigro Sla'✓ e, and an 
European Servant alfo; I mean ano her befiJes ch:H which 
the Captain brought me from LUbon. 

But as abu(ed Pro(f erity is oftentimes m;,de the very 
Means of our greatefi Adverfity, fo w;,.s it with me. I 
went on the next Year wit~ great S,:ci.:efs in my Planta
tion ; I raifed i; o great Rolls of To1)accn, on my nwn 
Ground, more than I had difoofed of fo:- Neceffaries 
2mong my Neighbours; and thefe ~o Rolls being each 
of above 100 lo. lf'e,,ght, were well cured, and l2id by, 
:igainH the R 1::to.1rn ot ere Fleet from L1jbr,n. Anc. now 
increafing in Bulinefs and \Vea!th rr:, Head beoan co be 
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fuch as are indeed often the Ruin of the befl Heads in .Bufinefs. 

Had I continued in the Station I was now in, I had 
room for all the happy Things to have yet befallen me, 
for which my Fa'.~'1er fo earneilly reccommended a quiet 
retired Life, and which he had fo fenfibly defrribed the 
middle Sation of Life to be full of; but other Things 
attended me, and I was fl.ill to be the "ilful Agent of all 
my own Miferies: And particularly to increafe my Fault, 
and double the Refktlions upon rnyfelf which in my fu
ture Sorrows I !hould have Leifure to make; all thefe 
Mifcarriages were procured by my apparrnt obfiinate ad
llering to my fooli01 Inclination of wandering abroad, 
and purfuing that Inclination, in Contradiction to the 
clearefi Views of do;ng myfelf good in a fair and plain 
Purfuit of thofe Profpecls, and thofe Meafores of Life, 
which Nature and Providence concurred to prefent me 
with, and to make my Duty. 

As I had once done thus in hreaking away from my 
Parents, fo I could not be content row, but 1 mufi go 
and Jeave the happy View I had of being a rich and 
thriving Man in my riew Plantation, only to purfoe a 
rafh and immoderate Defire of rifing fafter than the Na
tun~ of the Thing admitted; and thus l caft myfelf C:own 
2gain into thedeer,eH Gulph of hnrnan Mifery that ner 
Man fell into, or perhaps could be confifl:ent \Vi th Life, 
and a State of Health in the vVorJd. 

To come then by jdl Degrees to the Particulars of 
this Part of my Story : You may fuppofe, that having 
now li\'ed alrioflfour Years in the Brajils, and heg;rning 
to thri\e and prof per very wcli upon rny Plantation, I 
had not only learned the Language, but had con:r.1e::ted 
Acqu:::;1.tance a1 d .F1iencfh1p amen~: my Fell, w-P anters 
cis well a amo ng the 1\tlt11.:h ints at St. Sa!ua,!cr,, which 
\\·a-, our Port; and that, i·· ffi\ Difconr,t am,:ng them, 
I ha<l fitgue11tly crivu1 rhrm ,.n ALt:ount of rny two Voy-o . . ;igcs tc :he C.oa{l 0f G1:it1ea, t.h.! r/fanncr ot trad1r,g w1th 
the 1Yt6 -:e.r cher,.:, and how e, fy it \\.a5 to ru•(i1;-,~E' upon 
th · C r r' , for Ti j Bes ( foe h as Ee,;d:r, Cfc;·.r, K11:•u.r, S< ijian, 
I-lat.bu,, B,ts rf C.1cf.,, ar,d che H; ) n' t only Gdd Du.fl., 
Grum,• ( ra."1,f . ll1f-ha1:ts Cfi:,t,:, &c. hut Neg, otJ for the .Ser
vic.e of tl1e Brnj;/1, jn great N um hers, 
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They lifl:ened always \ery attentively to my Difcourfes 

on thefe Heads. but fepcciaily to that Part which related 

to th~ buying Negroes, which was a Trade at that time not 

only not far entered into, bur, as far as it was, had been 

carried on by the .Alfirnto1, or Permiffion of the King of 

Spain and Portugal, and cngrof~'d in the public Stock; 

fo that few Negrr,es were bought, and thofe exceilive dear. 

It happen'd, bejng in Company one Day with fome 

Merchants and Planters of my Acquaintance, and talking 

of thofe Things very carnefily, three of them came to me 

the next Morning. and told me, they had been mufing 

very much upon what I had difcours'd of with them the 

}alt Night; and they came to make a fecret Propofal to 

me; and, after enjoining me Secrecy, they told me, that 

they had a Mind to fit out a Ship to go to Guinea; that 

they had all Plantations as well as I, and were {height-

• ened for nothing fo much as Sen,ants; that as it was a 

Trade that coulJ not pnblicly fell the Negroes when they 

came ho:ne, fo they cefired tu make but one Voyage, 

w bring the kegroes on Shore privately, and divide them 

among their own Plan.ta:i J 1s ; and, in a \Vord, the ~ef

ticn was, \Vhether l would go theii Surercargo in the 

Ship, co manage tl--e Trading Part upon the Coa!l: of 

G.,inea? And rhey offu'd m~, that 1 fl.1ould have my 

equ.il Share of the .1\',6rGl's, without providing any Part of 

tre Stoc..k. 
This was a fair Pr',pofal, it mnl1 be confef.,'d, had it 

been made to any one th,it had not had a ~ttt!ement and 

Plantation of his own to look after, v.,hii:h was in a fair 

way of co:ning to "be very confi..!ernble, ,ind with a good 

Steck upc~n it. Bu: for m1~, t11at w:is thus dbbldh'J, 

aP.d had nothing to <lo but go on as l had begun for three 

or four \' c,.rs !norc, and ro have fent for the ocher 1 oo /. 

f1om En:•lrnzl, nr1d ,1vhc in that :ime, ar.d what that little 

AdJition. umld fcarce h,1ve fail'd of beiwY ,vnth 3 or ~, 
,1-0001, ~t e , •: n,,, ;:nd that increafing too; for me to think 

of foch a Voyage, \\' " S _t l 1i:: mull prepofl:erous Thing that 

C\-er ;v1ao, in fuch C11 c.um1bnces, could be guilty of. 

But I, th?.t wa=, b"rn r) be my own D thoyer, could 

no more refill th-.: OITc:, th:rn I C'lU)d rdtrain m) firfl: 

rambling De.11gns, when my Father's good Counfd was 
loft 
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loft upon me. In a \Vord, I told them I would Qo with 
all my Heart, if they would undertake to look after my 
Plantation in my Abfence, and woulJ di{po(e of it to 
fuch as I !hould di1ect, if I mifrarried. This ther all 
engaged to do, ~nd entered into Writings, 0r C lVenants, 
to do fo; and I made a formal vYill, dif pofing of my 
Plantation anc EfFetb, in ca(e of my Death, making the 
Captain uf the Ship that had fav'd my Life, as before, 
my univerfal Heir, but obliging him to difpofe of my Ef
fects as I had directed in my \Vill; one Half of the Produce 
being to himfe1f, and other to be fhi pp'd to England. 

In lhort, I took ail poffilile C .. ution to prderve my 
Ettccts, and to keep up my Plantation. I-fad I ufrd half 
as much Prndence to have look'd into my own Intcrelr, 
and have made a Judgment of what l ought to have 
done, and not to have done, I had certainly never gone 
away from fa profperous an Undertaking; leaving all the 
probable Views of a thriving Circumfrance, and gor:e up
on a Voyage to Sea, attended with all its common Ha
zards; to fay nothing of the Reafons 1 had to expecl 
partict:br Midortune~ to myf~lf. 

But r was hurry'd on, and cbey'd blindly the Dictates· 
of my Fancy, rather than my Reafon : And accord
rngly, the Ship being fitted out, and the Cargo fini!h'd, 
and all Things done as by Agreement, by my Partners in• 
:,he Voyage; l went on board in :rn evil Hour again, the 
l ft of Stf!Eli1ber 1659, being the fame Day eight Years 
that I went from my Father and Mother at Hull, in order 
to ;ilt the Rebel to their Authority, and the Fool to my 
own Intcrefr. 

Our Ship was about 120 Tons Burden, carried fix 
Guns, and fourteen Men, be fide~ the Mafi:cr, hi5 Bov, 
and myfelf: \Ve had on boad 110 1:irge Cargo cf Gt o,fs, 
except of fuch Toys as were fit for our Trade with the 
Negroes; foch as Beads, Bits of Gla(s, Shells, and odd 
Trifles; er pecially little Looking-g!a!fcs, Knives, Seif:. 
fars, Hatchets, and the like. 

The fame Day l went on board, we fet Sail, fiancling 
2way to the Northward upon our own Coafls, with
Defign to firetth over for th:= Afi ican Coaft, when they 
came into about 10 or 12 Degrees of Norrhern Lati
tude; which, it ferms, was ~he Manner of their Cour(e 
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in thofe Days: We had very good Weather, only excef
five hot, all the V✓ay upon our own Coa!l, till v.e came 
to the Hieght of Cape St. Auguflino; from whence, kc:ep
ing farther off at Sea, we loft Sight of Land, and fi:eer'd 
as if we were bound for the Hle Fenzand de Noronba, hold
ing our Courfe N. E. by N. and leaving tho[e Hles on 
the Eafl:. In this Courfe we pa!l'ed the Line in about 12 

Days time, and were by our !aft Obfervation in 7 De
grees 22 Min. Northern Latitude, when a \1 iolent :l'or
nado or Hurricane took us quite out of our Knowledge; 
jt began from the South EaJl:, came about to the Nonh
\Veft, and then fettled into the North-Ea!l, from \\hence 
it ·blcw in foch a terrible Manner, that for 1 z Days to• 

gether, we could do nothing but drive; and frudding 
away before it, let it carry us wherever Fate and the 
Fury of the \\'inds directed; and during thefe 12 Days I 
need not fay, that I expected every Day to be [wallowed 
up, nor did any in the !hip expe&. to fave their Lives. 

In this Difl:refs we had, befides the Terror of a Storm; 
one of our Men died of the Calenture, and a Man and a 
Boy ,,. a!h'd over-board. About the 12th Day, the \Vea
ther abating a little, the Mailer made an Obfervation as 
well as he could, and found that he was in about t 1 De
vees of North Latitude, but that he was z 2 Degree~ of 
Longitude Difference \Veft from Cape St, Augu.flino, fo 
that he found he was gotten upon the Coafi of Guiana, 
or the North Part of Brajil. beyond the River .l'fmaz,ones, 
towards that of the River Oroonoque, commonly called the 
Great River; and new he began to confolt with me what 
Cuurfe he fi1ould take; for the Ship was leaky, and very 
much cifabled; and he was for going directly back tll 
!he Coall of Br()jil. 

1 was pofitively ag:iinfi that, and, looking over th~ 
Charts of the Sea coal!: of America\\ ich him, we ~onduded 
there was no inhabited Coun try for us to have Recourfe 

to, till we came v.ithin the Circle of the Caribbee ljlands; 
and therefore re(ol \ ed to !land away for Barbadoes, \\ hich 
by keeping off at Sea, to avoid the lndraught of the 
Bay or Gulphof l'vlexico, we mi ght eafily perform, aswe 
hoped, in about fifteen Days Sail; \\ hereas we could 
n~t pdiibly make our Voyage to the Co,dl. of Africa, 
wtthout fome Affiilance both to our Ship and to ourfel ves. 

\Vielle 
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With this Deiign we changed our Courfe, and fteered away N. W. by W. in order to reach forne of our Englijh Iflands, where I hoped for Relief; but our Voyage was otherwife determined ; for, being in the Latitude of 

J 2 Deg. 18 Min. a fecond Storm came upon us, which carry'd us away with the fame Tmpetuofity Wefiward, and drove us fo out of the very Way of all human Commerce, that had all our Lives been faved, as to the Sea, we were rather in Danger of being devoured by Savages, than ever returning to our own Country. 
In this Difl:refs, the \Vind flill blowing very hard, one of our Men, early one Morning, cry'd out Land; and we h .. d no fooner run out of the Cabin to look out, in Hopes of feeing \.\'ht:r:::abouts in the \Vorld we were, but the Ship fl:ruck npon a Sand, and in a Moment, her Motion bei-ng fo itopp'd, the Sea broke over her in fuch a :Manner, that we expected we fhould all have perifh'd immediately; and we were even driven into our clofe ~arters, to {helter us from the very Foam and Spray of the s~a. It is not cafy for any one, who has not been in the like Condition, to defcribe or concei\ c the Confternation of Men in fuch CircLimfrances; \VC knew nothing where we were, on npon ,~hat Land it was we w~re diiven, whether 2n Hland or the M:iin, v, lv-ther inhabited or not 1nha~ ited: And, as the Ragc e,f' the \Vind w?.s fiill great, thou~h •·ather k.5 th:m at firfl- 1 we could not fo mnch a~ hope to have the Ship holJ many Minutes without hre:.king in r=ece~, unlefc: the \Vir.ds, by a kind of Mi :acle, fhould :urn immedi .. tely, brut In a '-'Tord, we fat Jookino- one nron another, <!lld expecting D<'ath b • • I every Moment, and every l\1;?n actu g a_corc':n ;, }', as preparino- for another \VorJd; for there wa · little or nothing ~ore for us to do in this: ·r h,1t which ,-.,as our prefent Comfort, and all tre C,rn1fort we had, ,vas, that, contrary to our E\'pccb,iun, the S1•ip d1d not break yet, and that the I\fafh-r faiJ tht \Vind beg;;.n to abate. 

Now, though \Ve thcught that the V:i'ind diJ a little abate, yet the Ship having thu · {huc.k upon the Sand, and flicking too fall for us to expect her getting off, we were in a dreadful CClndirinr. indlcd, and h:d nothing to do but to think of f,wing our Lives as \H1l as 
WC 
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we could. We had a Boat at our Stern, juft before the 
Storm ; but fhe was fidl !laved by da!hing againft the 

Ship's Rudder, and in the next Place fue broke away, 
and either funk, or was driven off to Sea; fo there was 
no Hope from her: \Ve had another Boat on board, 
but how to get her off inro the Sea was a doubtful thing; 

however, there was no room to debate ; for we fancy'd 
the Ship would break in Pieces every Minute; and fome 

told us fue was actually broken already. 
In this Difirefs the Mate of our Veffel lays hold of the 

Boat, and with the Help of the reft of the Men, they 
got her flung over the Ship's Side, and getting all into 
her, let go, and committed ourfelves, being eleven in 
Number, to God's :Mercy, and the wild Sea; for though 
the Storm \\-'as abateJ confiderably, yet the Sea went 
dreadfully high upon the Shore, and might well be call'd 

Duz <1.1Jild Zee, as the Dutch call the Sea in a Storm. 
And now our Cafe was verv difmal indeed ; for \Ve all 

faw plainly, that the Sea w~nt fo high, that t_he Boat 

could not efcape, and that we fho11ld be i nevitnbly drown
ed. As to making Sail, we b< d none, nor, if we had, 
could we have done any thing \vith it; fo we work'd at 
the Oar towards the La11d, tho' with heavy Hearts, like 
lvien going to Execution; for we all knew, that when 
the Boat came near the Sh0re, fue would be d1fh.ed in a 
thoufand Pieces by the Drcach of the Sea. However, 
we committed 0ur Sods to God in the molt earnefl: 
Manner, and the \Vind driving us to -....ards the Shore, 

we haHened our Delhut1ion with our ownl·b.nds, p:.illing, 

as well as we could, towards Land. 
\Vhat the Shore w.1s, whether R.ocko,· S::ind, whether 

Steep or Shcal, we knt>w not ; the only Ilope that ceuld 
ration lly give u~ the leaH: Shadow of Expeclati.on, was, 
if we might happen into fomc Bay or Gulph, or t.,e 

:VIouth offome River , \\here by great Chance we might 
have run our B0at in, or got under the Lee of the Land; 
and perhaps made fmooth \Va:er. But there was nothing 
of ti.is appear'd; but as we made nearer ri.n<l nearer 
the Shore, the Land look'd more frig! tful ~han the 

Sea. 
After we had rowed, or rather tlr:,•ro, about a Lcngue 

and an half, 2s we reckoned it, a ral;):-.g \Vave, M"u'l
tain-
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tain-like, came rolling aitern of us, and plainly bid us 
expect the Coup de Grace. In a Word, ;t tee k us with 
fuch a Fury, that it O\ uft:t ·t1,e Br at at once, and fepa
rating us as well f1om the Bo t as from one another~ 
gave us not Time h :rely to fay, 0 Goel! for we were 
all fwallowed up in a Moment. 

Nothirg can Jefcribe the C0nfufion of Thought which 
1 folt when l for.k into the Vlater; tor tho' l fwam very 
\\Jell, yet I could not deliver myielf from the \Vans fo 
;:is to draw Breath, till, 2t Wa,·e having driven me, or 
rather carrie:d me a \aft \Vay on towards tht: Shore, ,1nJ 
ha\ing fpent itfelf, \\Ctlt b~ck, and left me upon Lhc 
Land alrr.o1t dry, Luc half dead with the \Nater I coo!{ 
in: I had fo much Prefencc of lVTind, as well as Breath 
left, that feeing myfolf nearer the main Land than 1 ex
pected, J got upon m: Feet, and endea, ouring to make 
on towards the Land, as fall ,:s J cculd, before another 
V/ave fhould return, and take me up again. Dut I foon 
found it was irnpoffible to avoid it, for I faw the Sea 
come after me as high as a great Hill, and as furious as 
an Enemy, which l had no Means or Srrergth to contend 
with; my Bufinefs was to hold my Breath, and raife my
felf upon the ·Water, if I could, and fo by Swimming to 
preferve my Breathing, and pilot myfelf towards the 
Shore, if poffible; my greateft Concern now bt:irig, that 
the vVave, as it would carry me a great Way towards 
the Shore when it came on, might not carry me back 
2gain with it, when it gave back cowards the Sea. 

The ·wave that came upon me again, buried me at 
once 20 or 30 Feet deep in its own Body, and I could 
feel myfelf carried \l.'ith a mighty Force and Swiftnefs 
towards the Shore, a very gre::1t \Vay; but I held my 
Breath. and ai1ified myfdf to fwim frill forward with 
all my l\Jight. I was ready to burfl with holding my 
Breath, when, as I found myfelf rifing up, fo, to my 
immediate Relief, I found my Be,.d and Hands !hoot 
out above the Surface of the \Varer; and though it was 
not two Seconds of Time that I could keep myfclf fo, 
yet it relie\ed me greatly, gave me Breath and new 
Courage. I was CO\ ered again with_ Watlr a good 
v.. hile, but not fo long but I held it out; and fincing the 
\Yater had fpent itfelf, and began to rctu1n, 1 fhuck 
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forward again fl: the Return of the \V wes, and felt 
Gr0und again with my 1'\et. I ft0od !Ell a fow Moments 
to recover Breath, and t:11 tr.e \.Vaters w nt from me,and 
then J took to my Heel~, and ran with what Strength I 
had, f:1rth-:r towards the "hnre . But neither would this 
deliver me from the Fury of the Sea, which came pour
ing after me again, and. twite more I was lifted up by 
the Wave-s, and carried forwards as before, the .Shore be
ing very flat. 

The !aft. Time of thefe t\~ o had well near been fata.1 
to me; for the Sea, having hurried me along as before, 
landed me, er rather da01ed me, againft a Piece of a 
Rock, and that with fuch Force, as it left me f~nfclefs, 
and indeed helplefs, as to mine own Deliverance; for the 
Blow, taking my Side and Breaft, beat the Breath as 
h were qu:ue out ot" my Bocly; and had it returned again 
immediately, I mufl: have been firangled in the \Vatcr; 
but I recovered a little before the Return of the \V 11-ves; 
and feeing I fhould be cov<'rcd again with the \Vater, I 
rrCoh·ed to hold fafl. hv a Piece of the Rock, and fo to 

hold my Breath, if poffible, till the Wave went back. 
Now as the \Vaves were not fo 1-iioh as at firft. beinryb_ 

b • 

near Land, 1 held my Hold, till the \Vave abated; .ind 
then fetched another Rnn, which brought me fo near the 
Shore, th:it the next W a\ e, tho' it ,vent over me, yet 
did not fo fwallow me up, as to carry me away; and the 
next Run I took, I got to the main L:rnd, where, to my 
great Comf1 1 rt, T clamber'<l up the Clifts of the Shore, 
and fat me down upon the Grafs, free from Danger, and 
quite out of the Reach of the \Vater. 

I\\ as now landed. nnd fafe on Shere, and began to 
lock U? and thank God, that my Life \'-as faved in a 
Cafe where:n there was, fome Minutes before, fcarce any 
room to hope. I helieve it is impoffible to exprefs to 
the Life, \\ hat the Extafies and Tranf ports of the Soul 
are whtn it is fo Caved, as l may fay, out of the very 
Grave; and I do n0t wonder now at that Cuflom, cviz. 
That when n l\1«lefo8:or, who has the Hal:er about his 
Neck, is tied up, andjt.t1: going to le tu:·ned off, and 
has a Reprieve hrought o him; I fay, l do not won
<ler, that they bring a Surgeon with it, to let him Blood 
that very 1\loment they tell him of it, that the Surpri(e 

may 
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may not drive the animal Spirits ·from the Heart, and 
overwbeim him. 

For Jud den Jop, like Griefs, cor.faund at jirjl. 

I walked about on the Shore, lifting up my Hands, 
and my whole Being, as l may fay, wrapt up in th<t 
Contemplation of my Deliverance, making a thoufaod 
Gefiures and Motions, which I cannot defcribe, reflect
ing upon all my Comrades that were drowned, and that 
there fhould not be one Soul fa,'d but myfelf; for as for 
them, I never faw them afterwards, or any Sign of them, 
except three of their Hats, one Cap, and two Shoes, that 
were not Fellows. 

I ca!t my Eyes to the !handed Veffel, wh~n the Breach 
and Froth of the Sea being fo big, l could hardly fee it, 
it lay fo far off; aod confi.dered, Lord ! how was it pof
fible I could get on Shore. 

After f had folac'd my Mind with the comfortah!t? 
Puc of my Condition, I began to look round me, to (ee 
what kind of Place I was in, and what was the next to be 
done; and l f.,on found my Comforts abate, and that, in 
a \Vord, I b,.d a dreacfuf Deli\erance; for I was wet, 
had no C!othe:s to {hift me, nor any thing either to eat 
or drink, to comfon me; neither did I fee any Profpect 
before me, but that of peril11ing with Hunger, or being 
devour'd by wild Beans : And that which was particu
Jarly afflicting to me was, that l had no Weapon either 
to hunt or kiJI any Creature for my Suflenance, or ro 
ddend my(elf ag:iinfi any other Creature that might de
fire to kill me fqr theirs. 1n a \Vord. I had nothing about 
me but a Knife, a Tobacco-pipe, and a little Tobaeco 
in a Box; this\\ as all my Provifion; and this threw me 
into tenible Agonies of Mind, that for a while I ran 
about like a Madman. Night coming upon me, I began 
with an heavy Heart, to confider what would be my Lot, 
if there were any ravenous Beafls in that Country, feeing 
at Night they alwars come abroad for their Prey. 

All the Renedy that offer'd to my Thoughts at that 
Time was, to get up into a thick bufhy Tree like a Fir, 
but thorny, which grew near me, and where I refolv'd 
to fit all Night, and confider the next Day W\·hat Death 
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I fl10uld die; for, as yet, I faw no Profpetl- of Life. I \valk'd about a Fur)r,l'}g from the Shore, to fee if I could find anv frelh Water to_ drink, which I did to my great Jcy; d'nd havi1ag drauk, .!:~d put a Ettie Tobacco in my Mouth, to preve•,L Hungt'r, I \vent to the Tree; and, getting up into, t, endeavo~r;d to place myfelf fo,_ as that, if 1 fhoulo 11eep, l m1gnt not faL; and, having cut me a foort Stick like a Truncheon, for my Defence, I took up my Lod ,,ing-; .. nd hav ing been e) effive1y fatigued, J fell fail ..iJ1eep, ~nd ~epi: as comf':r~ably as I believe tew could have cone 111 my Cond1t10n; and found rnyfelf the moil: refrethed with it, that I think I ever was on fuch an Occafion. 

"'\Vhen I wak'd it was broad Day, the Weather clear, and the Storm abated, fo that the Sea did not rage and fwell a;; before: But t!,at which fllrpri!Cd me molt was, that the Ship was lifted off, in the Night, from the Sand \.vhere !he lay, by the fweliing of the l'jde, and was driven up almofl: as far as the Rock, which l firH mentioned, where I had been l<, brui(ed by the dail1iLg me again!l:it; this bei ng within about a Miie from the Shore where I was, and the Ship feeming to 11:and up ftilJ, ] wilb'd myfelf on board, that at le fi, I might fava fome neceifary I hings for my Ufe. 
Vlhen I came down from my Apartment in the Tree, I look'd about me again; and the firfi: Thing I found wa~ the Boat , which lay as the Wind and the Sea had toffrd her upon the Land, about two Miles to my righ H and. 1 walk'd as far as I could upon the Shore, to have got to her; but found a Neck or Inlet of Water between me and the Boat, which was about half a Mile broad ; fo I came hack, for the prefent, being more intent upon getting at the Ship, where I hoped to find fomethir.g for my prefent Subfifience. 

A little after Noon I found the Sea very calm, and the Tide ebli'd fo far out, that I could come within a ~arter of a Mile of the Ship: And here I found a frefh Renewing of my Grief; for I faw evidently, that if we had kept on board, we had been all fafe; that is to fay, we had all got fofe on Shore, and I had not been fo miferable as to be left intire1y deflitute of all Comfort and Company, as I now was: This forced Tears from my 

Eyes 
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E_ves aga1n ; but as there was little Relief in that, T re. 
folved, if pofiible, to get to the Ship; fo I pulled off my 
C:othes, for the \Veather was hot to Extremity, and took 
to the Water; but when I came to the Ship, my Difiicul. 
ty was fiill greater to know how to get on board; as !he 
Jay aground and high out of the \\ acer, there was no. 
thing within my Reach, to lay hold of; I (warn round 
her twice, and the ftcond time I ef py'd a {mall Piece of 
Rope, which I wondered l did not fee at firfl:, hang 
down by the Fore-Chains, fo k,w, as with great Difficulty 
I got hold of it, and, by the Help of that Rope, got up 
into the Fore cafile of the Ship. He1e 1 fcund that the 
Ship was bulg'd, and a great deal of Water in the Hold, 
but that foe lay fo on the Side of a Bank of hard Sand, 
or rather Earth, that her Stern lay lifted np upon the 
Bank, and her Head low al moil to the Water; by th is 
means all her ~arter was free, and all that was i;1 that 
Part \\'as dry, for y9u may be fore my Vlork was to 

frarch, and to fre what\\ as fpoilt ard what \\eels free: 
And firfi I found, that all the Ship'~ Provifions were dry, 
~nd untouch'd by the \'Vater; and, being very well dif
p ofed to eat, J went to the Bread room, and fill'cl my 
P0ckets with Bifcuit, and ear it as J went about ocher 
Thinv, for I had no Ti me to lofe . 1 al (o found fome 
Rum in the great Cabin, of which I tor,k a large Dram, 
and which I had indeed Need enough of, to f pirit me 
for what was before me. Now 1 wJnted nothing hut a 
Boat, ' to fornifh myfLlf \'\ ith many T11ings \\hich 1 forc
faw would be very neceff.ry to me. 

1t wa~ in vain to fit fiill :rnd wi{h for whnt was not 

to be had; arid this Extremity rous'd my i\pplirat ion. 
\Ve had feveral fpare Yards, and two or three large 
[:p:us of vVood, and a fparc Top_ m2tl: or two in the 
Snip; I refolved to fall to work v. 1th thefc, and flnn;; 
as many of them over-beard as I cou !d manage for their 
\1/eight, tying every one \\'ith a Rope, that they might 
not drive away ; ,vhen this was done, J \\'ent down the 
Ship's Side, and pulling them to me, I ty'd four c.f 
them fafl to2ether at both Ends as well as I could, in 
the P0rm ;;f a Raft; an d. hiying two or three fhort 

Pieces of Plank upon them c.rofs-ways, I found 1 could 
walk upon it ve, y well, but that it was not able to he:ir 

1 any 
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any great \Ycight. the Pieces being todight; fo I went 

to wc;rk, and with a Carpenter's Saw I cut a f pare Top

mafl: into three L::ngths, and added them to rr.y Raft, 

\Vith a great deal of Labour and Pains; but the Hope 

of furnithing myfolf \\1th Neceffaries encouraged me to 

tYO bevond what I fhould have been able to have done 
b ' 
upon another Occaiion. 

My Raft was now {hong enough to bear any reafon-

able \Veight; my next Care was what to load it with, 

and how to prclerve what I laid upon it from the Surf 

of the Sea; but I was not long confidering this : I firft 

laid all the Planks or Boards upon it that I could get; 

an<l h;1vi11g cunfidered well wl,at I moil wanted, ] firil: 

got thret.! ;f t1 e Seamen's Che(b, which I had brok~n 

opt>n and empty'd, and lower)d them down upon my 
R,1ft; the firll: of the(e I fill'd with Provifions, .-,•:~. 

Bread. Rice, three Du 1ch Chcefe, fi\·e Pieces of ciry'd 

Go.:t$ Fldh, ,,hich we 1i•:'d much upon, ar.J a little 

Remaincer of E,tropean Corn, ,1. hich had been laid by 

for fame. FO\\ ls ,x. hich we b1 ought to S(;a with us, but 

:he F , wls \,ere kiiJ>d; there had been fome Barky and 

\\'heat together, but, to my ~rrat Difappoi.itmrnt, I 
fou1,d afce~wards, {ha~ the Rats ha<l eaten ~)r f poil'J it 

all. As for Liquors, I found feveral Cafcs of Bot ~ies 

hdonging to our Skipper, in which were fome C•i.dial 

\V,nns, and in ali abcut fi.ve or ftx Gallons of .. rrack; 

tlH. le r Huw'd by t~iemfrl.ves, there Lei ng r,o need to put 

tht>m into the Chel1, nor any Room for them. While 

1 wa., doing this, I found the Tide beg,rn to flow, tho' 

\' cry calm, ancl I had che i\tiortifico~ion to k.! .ny Coat, 

Shin, anc Waiftcoat, which 1 h:.:d lefc on Shore uoon 

the Sand, fwim away ; as hi my Breeches, ,x,.·hich ,~ere 

on!y Linen and open-kneed, I fw~m on board in them 

Jthi my• SJockings : However, this put me qpon rum

maging for Cl,>the-s, of which I found •·not:gh, but 

took no more than I ,vanted for orefent U ,, for 1 Lad 

nther Things which my Eye ,vas' more upon; as fid1 

Tools_ to work with on Shore. and it wac; af•er long 

iearchrng that 1 foun<l out the Carpenter'~ Cl1cfr, \\•hich 

was indeed a very ufeful Prize to me, and much m1..'r~ 

VJl uable than a Ship-loading of Gold ,1,-·ou'.d ha v ' brr n ·• 

that time. I got ic down to my P.af!, e\·en '.\ \iJ ~ •" ic 

v· o 1, • 1. c • .. ~ • 
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was, without lofing Time to look into it, for l knew in 

general what it contained. 
My next Care was for fome Ammunition and Arms: 

The.re were tvvo v:ry good Fowling-pieces in the great 

Cabin, and two P1ftols ; thefe I fecured firfl:, with forne 

Powder•Horns, a imall Bag of Shot, and two olc: rufty 

Swords : I knew there were three Barrels of Powder in 

the Ship, but knew not where our Gunner had ilow'd 

them; bu~ \l,ith much Search I found them, two of them 

cry and good, the third bad taken \r/ater; thofe two l 

got to my Raft, with the Arm~: And now f thought my

fclf pretty well freighed, ar d begun to think how I 

ihould get to Shore with them, having neither S·iil, Oc.i", 

or Rudder, and the leafl: Cap full of \Vrnd would h:we 

overfet all my Na\igation. 
I had three Encouragements: 1 .\ fmooth and calm Sea. 

2. The Tide ri!ing and fetting in to the Shore. 3. \Vhat 

little Wi11d tr.ere w?.s, blew me towa;Js the Land. And 

thu[, ha\·i:ig found two or three broken Oa"s belonging to 

the Boat, and bc:f1de5 the Tools which \\CrL i.1 the Cl;efl:, 

I found two Saws, an Ax, and a Hammer; and with 

this Ca1go I pnt to Sea: For a Mile, or thereabouts, my 

Raft went \·ery weil, only that J focnd i~ drive a little dif

to.nt from the Piace where I had lar,dc<l before; by which 

J perceived that there was fon1e !ndraught of the\Vatcr, 

and confeauentlv I h0p'J to find fomt: Creek of the Ri

ver there, \\hi1..h I might make ufe of as a 1 ort to get to 

Land with my C.;rgo. 
Ab l imagined, fo ~t wi:ls; there ap;1 car'J btfore me a 

little Optnirg of the LJ11d. l fourd :, L•ong Cur re r,t of 

the Tide fet ir. to it ; fo J f' uided my Ra ft 3S ,HI! ~~ I 

could to keep in the Iv1iddlc of the ..:acam: .Hut hue I 

had like to have fL1ffer'd a fecond \,hipwrcck. nhic.h. if 

1 had, I think \•e:-ily would have L re k ·n my Heart; f,r, 

knowino norhinry 0f the Coafl:, ID\' Raft run a~roun<l ar 
~ b I •. 

one End of it upon a Shc-Jl, and not l eing aground at 

rhe o.her End, it wanted but a little that all my Cargo 

h;td Dipp'd off towards tha: ,1-~nd that was afloat,_ and fo 

fallen into the \Vater; I c:10 my utmoll by fet~ing my 

Back aO'c:1ini1 the Cheflf, :o keep them in their Plac s, 

but could not thruft off the Raft with all my Streng th ; 

neither dud1 I fijr from the Poilurc I was in, but, holding 
up 

., 
I 
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up the Chefts with all my Might, ftood in that Manner 
near half an Hour, in which Time the r ifing of the 
Water brouoht me a little more U.:)On a Level; and a 
little after, the \Vater fiili rifing-, my Raft floated ag~in, 
and I thruH: her off with the O&r 1 had, into the Chanrld; 
and then driving UJJ higher, I at length founil m1!"df in 
the Mouth of a little Ri"er, with Land on both Sid~s, 
and a {hong Current of Tide run nin,g t~p. I look'd on 
both s;des for a proper Place to ~et co Shore, for I was 
not willing to be driren too hif.h up the River, hoping 
in time to fee fome Ship at s~. , and therefore refolved to 
plare myfelf as near th-e Crctl! :is I could. 

At lengtll l f py 'd a littlt Cove on rhc right Shore of 
the Creek, t0 which with great. Pain and Difficulty I 
guided my Raft; and at I aft got fr near, as that, reaching 
Ground with my Oar, I could thrull: herdirecllyin; but 
here I had like to have dipp'<l all my Cargo in the Sea 
~gain; for that Shore lying rrecty Heep, thnt is to fay, 
:floping, there wa: na Plc11:e to l.,md, but whc:rc one End 
of the Float, if it ran on Shore, would lie fo high, and 
the other fink lower, as before, that i~ would. endanger 
my Cargo again : All that l coui<l do, was to ,vait till 
the Tide was at the highefl:, keeping the Rafe wich my 
Our, like an Anchor w hold the Sfre of it fafl to the 
Sr1 ore, near a flat Piece of Ground, which I expected the 
'\Vater wouid flow over; and fo i, did ; As foon as l found 
\Vater enough (for my Raft drew ab0uta FovtofWater,) 
I thrufl her upon that tlat Piece of Ground, and rherc 
f.11le:.'d or moor'd her, by r.icking my two bwken O:irs 
into the Ground; one on one Side near one End, and one 
on the other Side 1ear the (Hher Enci; and thus l la,; till 
the \\~ a~er ebb'd away, and lefr my R,,ft and oll my Catgo 
fafc on S.1vrr. 

My nest \Vork was to view the C.)Untr7, and ieek a 
p1oper Place for ~y Habitation, and where to fiow my 
Goods, to fecure them fror.1 ,, hate\·er might happen. 
\Vhere I was, I yet knew not; whctheron the Continent, 
or en an Hbnd; whf'ther inhabi!cd, or not ir,habited ; 
whether in Danger of wild B.'.!ails, or cwt. There was a 
Hill 1:ot above a l\~ile from me, which rofe up very fh ep 
~nd high, and ,, h1ch fecm'd to over top forn.- oth<:r Hi} •s 
which lay as in a Ridge from it 1'~0:thwar;.i : l tcol 1.L' C 
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one of the Fowling-pieces, and one of the Piftol~, and 
a Horn of Powder; and thus armed, I travelled for Dif
covery up to the Top of that Hill, where, after I had with 
great Labour and Difficulty got up, l immediately faw 
my Fate, to my great Affiiction; •·viz. that I was in an 
Hland environ'd every way \\-ith the Sea, no Land to be 
feen, exc.cpt fame Rocks which lay a great way off, and 
t\\ o [mall libnd1, le(s than this, which lay about three 

Leagues to the \Kltt1:. 
I found alfo that the Hland I was in, was barren, and, 

as I faw good I eafon to believe, uninhabit~d! except by 
wild BeaHs, of which, however, I faw none; yet I faw 
a\.rnn<lance of Fowls, bllt knew not their Kinds. neither, 

when I kill!d them, could I tell what was fie for Food, 
and what not. At my coming hack, I {hot at a great 

:Bird wh ich I faw Gaing upon a Tree on the Side of a 
large \Vood ; l b:;-lie\e it was the firH Gun that had been 
:fir~d ti1ere iir.ce the Cr radon of the World. l had no 
fooner fir'd, but from .ill the Parts of the V:/ood there 

arofe an extr~ordi!1ar; E~umber of Fowls of many SoJts, 
maki:irt a confos'd S..::eaming an<l Cn inQ, everv one ac-

o - ._ ' 

cording to hi:; nfual t 1otc; but not one of them of any 
Kine lhat I knew: A~ for that Creature I k1'i>J, I took 
it to be a kind of an l·fowk, its Ctdonr and Bt·Jk relem

blinP- it, but it had 110 'f[dons or Ciaws more d ·an com-
o 

mon; it~ Fldh was Carrion, and fit for noth;n.:7. 
Contented with this D 1frovery, I n .me ..,.,c.k to my 

Raft, and fri: to \\O,·k tc brir.g my Ca rg•) on s~.nrC', 
which t0ok me uo the rt:!l of the D. v ; \\ !1,it to d,, wilh 
rnyfelf at Night: I krifv. not, r.or in,ac d , hLiC t,, rtll ; 
for J was afraid to lie cown on :he Groun(l, net kN\,
iug but fomewild Be,.:l might devour me, thougll I aft.er
wardti found, there w, s r(' ;:, lly r,o need fN thoit Fears. 

However, as ,,ell as l could, 1 b?~ricado'd myfdfroun<l 
with the Chefis and Bo,1rds thN I rad brought c,n Shore, 
and made a kind of ::in Hut for that Night'.-s Lodg:ng; as 
for Food, l yet faw not whi~h \Vny to fopi>ly myfrlf, ex
cept, that J had fetn two or lhrce 8reatu~es like Hares, 
run out of the Wood \\ here I fhot the Fcl\, l. 

l now beo-an to coll1ickr, that 1 m1 ht )'C't get a 
~ ~ 

great many Tliings ou: cf the Ship, which_ w?uld be 
ufefu! to n,t', ar.d particu!Jrly fome of the R1ggrng ~.nd 

~ails, 

,. 
" 
I!', 
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Sails, and fuch other Things as might come to Hand; and 
I refolved to make another Voyage on board the V-effel, 
if pcffible ; and as I knew tbat the firfl Storm that blew 
mufl: necdfarily break her all u Pieces, I refolved to fet 
all other Things apart, till I got every Thing out of the 
Ship that I could get; then l called a Council, that is to 

fay, in my Thoughts, whether I fhoL1ld take back the 
Raft, but this appeareri impracticable ; fo I refolved to 
go as befoic, when the Tide was 1}own; and 1 did fo, 
only th~t I ihipped before I went from my Hut, having 
nothing on but a cl1equered Shirt, ~ Pair of Linen Draw

ers, and a Pair of Pumps on my F•:et. 
I got on board the Ship as before, and prepared a fe

cond Rafr; and, having had t:x.perience of ~r 1:: fri1, I 
neither m:ide thi., {o unwieldy. nor loaded it fo hard; 
but yet I brought away feveral Things very ufe'.ul to me; 
as firit, 1n tht: Carpenter's Store I four.cl two or three Bag3 
full of Nails and 0pikes, a great Screw j,ck, a <lozen or 
two of Hatchet:, and abov~ all, th:i.t molt ufeful Thing 

called a Grindftone: All the[e I fecured, toi:rether witl1 ,:, 

feveral Things belongi11g to the Gu"!ner, p·1rriruiarly two 

or three Iron-crows, and t,vo Darrels of Mu!k.,~t-bullets, 

fi 
1\ tr fk d 1 ,~ , • • • , r 

even 1v1u ets, an ano~11er ro,·~:10"!; -p1e .... e, wn:,1 1ome 

fmall Q_santity of Po•v,1er more; a large Bag foll of fmall 
Shot, and a great Ro!i of :-,heet-leall; but this lJft was fo 

heavy, I could not hoii1 it up to get icover the Ship's Side. 
Befides thefe Thiugs, I took all the Men's Clothes that 

I could find, an<l :?. [ pare Fore-top Sail, Hammock, and 
fome Bedding; and with this I loaded my fecond Raft, 

and brought them alfo all fafe on Shore, to my very 

great Comfort. 
I was under fome Apprehenfions during my Abfence 

from the Land, that at leaft my Provifions m·fl'ht be de
voured c n Shore; but when 1 came back, I 

0

found no 
Sign of ,rny Vifitor, onlv there fat a Creature like a wild 
Cat upon one of the Cheits, which, when I came to
w:1~ds it, ran away to a little Difiance, and then flood 
ftill ; fhe fat very com pored and unconcern'd, and look'd 
full in my Face, as if fne had a mind to be acquainted 

with me. 1 preiented my Gun at her, but ihe did not 
under!land it, fi1e was perfetlly unconcerned at it, nor 
diJ fhe offa to frir av.ay ; llpon which l to!fed her a Bit 

C 3 . of 



54 The LIFE and ADVENT u RE 5 if 
of Bifcuit, tho' by t!le way I was not very f.,"e of it, for 
my Store was not great. However, I fp1red her a Btt, 
I fay, and fhe went to it, fmelled of it, and eat it, and 
look'd (as pleafed) for more; but I thanked her, and 
could f pare no more, fo fhe marched off. 

Having got my fecond Cargo on Shore (tho' I was fain 
to open the Barrels of Powder, and bring them by Par
cels, for they were to heavy, being large Cafks) I went 
to work to make a fat}e Tent with the Sail, a11d fome 
Poles which I cut for that Furpofe; and into this Tent [ 
brought every Thing that I ;mew would fpoil, either with 
Rain or Snn; I piled all the emp,y Chefrs and Ca/ks up 
jn a Circle round the Trnt, to fortify it from any fu<lden 
Atteii~pt, either from :\fan or Be3ft:, 

vVhen 1 had done tbs~ I blocked up the Dnor of thi 
Tent w: ~h fome Eoards within, and an-empty Chefl fet 
up an end without; and fpreading one of the Beds upon 
the Ground, laying my two Piftols juft at my Head, and 
my Gun at length by me, 1 went to Bed foi the firt1 
time, and Dept very qui~ely all Night: I was ,·ery weary 
::'11d heavy; for the Night tefore l had flept little, and 
had latcured very hard all Day, ;is well to fetch thole 
Thi:1gs from the Shi?, as to get them on Shore. 

I had the b;ggeft Magazine of all k,nds now that ever 
were Lid up, I believe, for one Man; but J was not fa
tisfied Hill. for while the Ship fat upright in that Poflurt. 
I thouobt I ouoht to get eve1y Thing out of her that I 

0 0 I d d could ; fo e,·ery Day at low Water I went on ooar , an 
brought away fomethi ng or other : But particulariy thi 
third time I w"ent, I brought away as much of the Rig
ging as I could, as alfo all the fmall Ropes and Rope
twine I could get, with a Piece of fpare Canvas, which 
was to mend the Sails upon Occa:fion, and the Barrels of 
wet Gunpowder: Tn a \Vord, I brought away all the 
Sails fir11 and laH-, onlv thai. I was fain to cu: them in 
Pieces, and bring, as n~uLh at a Time as I could ; for 
thev \, ere no more ufcful to me for Sail!', but as mere 
Ca~vas only. 

Ilut that which ccmforted me more flill, was, that at 
]aft of all, after I had made five or fix foch Voyage~ as 
thefe, ar,d tbcught I bad nothing- more to expeEt from 
the Shiu, that w.'.ls wonh meddling wit!:; I fay, after 

4 
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a11 this, I found a great Hogiliead of Bread, three large 

· Rundltts of Rum or Spirits, a Box of fine Sugar, an<;! a 
Barrel of fine Flour; this was forprifing to me, be
caufe I had given over exf peeling any more Provifions,_ 
except what was {poiled by the \Vater. I foon emptied 
the Hogiliead of th?.t Bread, and wrapt it up, Parcel by 
Parcel, in Pieces of the Sa;ls, which I cue out; and, in 
a Word, I got all this fafeon Shore alfo, tho' at feveral 

Times. 
The next Day I made another Voyage; and now hav• 

ing plundered the Sh-:p of what w:i.; p0rtable, and fit to 
hand out. I began with the Cabies; and cutting the great 
Cable into Pieces, fuch as I could move, I got two 

Cables and an Hawfer on Shore, with all the Iron-work 

I could get; and having cut down the Sprit-Lil-yard 
and the Mifen-yard, and every Th10g I could to make a 
iarge Raft, I loaded it with all thofe heavy Goods, and 

came aw:iy: But my good Luck began to leave me; for 

this Rafe ,vas fa UU\\ICidly, and fo overladen, that after I 
was entered the little Cave;, where l had landed the reft 
of my Goods, not being able to guitle it fo handily as I 
did the other, it o-.erfct, and th1ew me and all my Car
go into the V/ater: As fo1· myfelf it was no great Harm, 
for I was near the Shore; but as to my Cargo, it was 
great Part of it loft, efpe..:ially the Iron, which I expected 
would have been of great Ufe to me: However, when 
the Tide was out, I got moll of the Pieces of Cable a
fhore, and fame of the Iron, tho' with jnfinite Labour, 
for I was fain to dip for h into the Water, a \1/ork which 
fatigued me very much; after this, I went every Day on 
board, and brought away what I could get. 

I had been 1 3 Days on Shore, and had been eleve:1. 
times on beard the S:1ip; in whilh Time I haJ hrought 
away all that one P[,ir of Handc; could well be fuppofed 

capable to bring; t~ough I believe verily, had the calm 
\Veathei held, 1 ili.0u1d ha\'e brought away the whole 
Ship, Piece b)' Piece: But preparing the twe:fth time 
to go on board. l found the \Vi:1d began to rift; how-

• C\' l'r, ,H low \Vatcr, I went on board, and rho' 1 thought 
I had rummaged th::! Cabin fo efrcclually, at that nothing 
more could be founJ, vet I difcovered a Locker with 
Dra,\ crs in it, in one of \\ hich l found two or three 
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Razors, and one Pair of large Sciffars, \,,ith ten or a c1o~ 
zen good Knives and Forks; in another, 1 found about 
thirty-fix Pounds Valce in Money, fome Em·cp,r.;: C(h:, 
fome Brajil, forne Pieces of Eight, fome Gold, fame 
Silver. 

I fmiFd to rnyfelf at the Sight or this Money. 0 
Drug ! jc::d J alc::d, what art that· 6ood for? Thou c:.rt 
not worth to me, no, not the tak.ng off the Groun<l; 
one of thofe Knives is wor,h ali this Heap; I ha\ e no 
manner of Ufr fer thee; e"'en remain where thou ~rt, 
and go to the Bottom as a Creature whofe Life is not 
worth faving: Ho·ve\'c;, upon fecond Though,s, I 
took it av,ay, and wrappin; al1 this in a Piece of Can
vas, I beg .::. n to trink of m,,king another Raft; but 
while I w;:s prrnnintr th;!', I fonnd the Si, v over-r.oH, 
ar.d the Wi1.d be\,a11 t7; rife, and 1n a quarter' of an Hour 
fr blew a freth Gale from the Shore; it pnJrntfy O!.:

cune<l to rr.e, rh:it it :v1s in vain to pretend tc ma!:e a 
Rafr, with the \Vi rid off Shorr, and that it was my Bu
:fincfo to be gone before rl-.e Tide of Flood began, other
wile 1 might nut b(.; a'1ie to reach the S~ore at all : Ac
co1 dinrlv f :c~ m\fdf co-.vn into the\ rater, and fo•am 
c:-o:s d;e· Ch2nnel. wr.ich lay between the Ship ar.d the 

8and, and even th,!t wilh DifEculty enough, partly wnh 
tn~ \Ve:ghr cf the Things I had ab· ut me, and partly 
thP Roug:-ir.efs of the Water, for the Wind rofc very 
hafti!y, ,:nd before it was quite high \Yater, it blew a 
Storm. 

But I was gotten home to my little Tent, where I lay 
wich all my VVea!ch about me \ery fecure: It b:ew very 
hard all that Night; and in the Morning, whc:n I look'd 
cut, behold, no more Ship was to be teen J was a 
Jiccle f11rpris'd, Lut recover'd myftlf with this fatisfac
torv Rd!eclion; c-.; ."z That I h2d lofi no Time, r1or 
ab~ted any Diligencr, to get every T-hi ng out of her that 
could be ufeful to me; and rhat 1nctcd there was little 
left in her that I was able to bring away, if I had h~d 
r.,ore Time: I no\\' gave over ; ny more Thcu~ht of 
the Ship, or of e1ny Thing out of her, cxcepi: what might 
drive c,n Shore from her \Vreck, .:c; indeed di• ers Pitccs 
('f hi:r aftenvard. did; but thcfe Thing~ were d fma!I 
t: f: to me. 

Mv 
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My Thoughts were now wholly employ'd about fecur

ing myfelf againit either Savages, if any fhould appear, 
or wild Beafis, if any were in the Hland; and I had 
many Thoughts of the Method how to do tllis, and what 
kind of Dwelling to make; whether I fhould make me a 
Cave in the Earth, or a Tent upon the Earth: And, in 
fhort, I refolv'd upon hath; the Manner and Defcription 
of which it may not be improper to give an Account of. 

I foon found the: Place I was in was not for my Set
tlement, particularly becaufe it was upon a low moorifh 
Ground near the Sea, and I believ'd would not be whol
fome, and more particularly becaufe there was no Water 
near it; fo I refolv'd to find a more healthy and more 
convenient Spot of Ground. 

I confulted feveral Things in my Situation, which I 
found would be proper for me; fidt, Health, and frdh 
,vater, as I jufl: now mentioned; fecondly, Shelter front 
the Heat of the Sun; thirdly, Security from ravenous 
Creatures, whether Man or Beale; fourthly, a View to 
the Sea, that if God fent any Ship in Sight, I might not 
lofe any Advantage of my Deliverance, for which I was 
not willing to b,mi{h my Exrecl:ation yet. 

In Search of a Place proper for this, I found a little 
Plain on the Side of a rifing Hill, whofe Form tO\vards 
this little Plain, was as ficep as an Hol,ie-fide, fo that; 
nothing could c0 re <lawn upon me frcm the Top: 011 
the Side of this Rock there was au hollow Place, worn 
a little way in !dee the Entrance or Door of a Cave, 
but there was not really any Cavt: or Way into the ock 
at all. 

On the Flat of the Green, juft before this hollo\V 
Place, I refolv'd to pitch my Tent. This Plain was 
not above an hundred Yards broad, and about twice as 
Jong, and lay like a Grc.:en before the Door, and at the 
End of it defccnd,d irregularly every \Vayd,nvn into 
the low G:-ounds hy the Sea-fide. I;; was 011 the N. N. 
W. SiJe of the Hill, fo that it wa: {hcltcr'J from the 
Heat every Day, till it came to a \{. ard by S. San, o; 
t~ereabouts, wnich in thofe Cvu,1tri1:s i-> n.:ar the !:>etting. 

B-.fore I fet up my Tent, I drew an I-!Jlf-circle before 
t11e hollow Place, which ton!.-: in about ten YarJs ;., ~tr, 
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Sernidiameter, from the Rock, and twenty Yards in its 
Diameter, from its Beginning and Enaina, 

In this Half-circle I pitch'd two Rows of ihong Stakes, 
chiving them into the Grc,und till they flood very firm 
like Piles; the biggei1 End bdng out of the Ground above 
five Feet and an half, and il1arpen'd on the Top; the mo 
Rows did not H2:1d abo\1 e fix Inches from one another. 

Then I took the Pieces of Cable which I had cut in 
the Ship, and laid them in Rows upon one another, with
in the Circle, between thofe two Rows of Stakes, up to 
the Top, placing ocher Stakes in the Jnfide, leaning 
againfr them, about two Feet and a half hjgh, like a 
Spur to a Poft; and this Fence was fo fl:rong, that nei
tber Man or Beaft could get into it, or over it. This cofc 
me a great deal of Time and Labour, efpecially to cut 
the Piles 1n the Wood, bring them to the Place, and 
drive them into the Earth. 

The Entrance into this Place I made to be., not by a 
Door, but bv a iliort L:idder to ao over the Top; which , ~ 

Ladder, when l was in, I Efted o,·er after me; ant! fo 
I was completely fenced in, and fortified, as I thought, 
from ail the vVor1d, and corifequently ikpt fecure in 
the Night, which, otherwif~, J couid not ha\e done; 
though, as it appear'd aftenv.;rd.,, there was no need of 
all this Can ti on from the Enemies l h 1J ;- rprchen.:c<l 
Danger from. 

lnto this Fence, or I◄'ortrefs: \\itr infinite Labonr, I 
carry'd all my Riches, all my Pro\:ifions, .t\rr.munition, 
and Stores, of which you have the Accc.l>nt above; a"d 
I made me a large Tent alfo, to prcfone me from the 
Rains, that in one Part of the Year arc very violent 
d1ere. I ma2e it double ; "''~· one fmaller Tent within, 
and one laroer rent above it; and rnvcr'tl the uppermofl 

0 ~ Part of it with a large TarpaulinJ which I had ,av',J 
among the Sails. 

And now l 1:i.v no more for a while 1 n the E~d which 
I had brou:>-ht en Short:, but in <!n Hrtmmock, which 
w2s indeed~ very gocd one, ,.nd bPbng'd to the Mate 
of t}e Ship. , 

Into d1:s Tert I brought all9mv Prn~:ifions, and every 
Th:ng th-it w'.rnl -l 1f,oil by th~ \Vet; and hav1i1g t~os 
indo5'd all rny (Jc,.ics, l made U{) the: E1itrnn .. e, wh1rh 

tiU 

l 
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l' 

'. .. . 
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till now I had left open, arid fo pa[:,'d anc repa[s'd, as 
faiJ, by a fhort Ladder. 

When I had done this, I began to work my Vlay into 
the Rock, anJ bringing all the Ean:'1 and Scenes that I 
dug down, out thro' my Tent, I laid them up within my 
Fence in the Nature of a Terrace, fo that it rai!>'a the 
Ground within about a Foot and an half; and thus I 
made a Cave juH: behind my Tent, which frrv'd me like 
a Cellar to my Houfe. 

It co/1: me much Labour, and many Days, before all 
thefe Thinn-s were brought to Perfeftion; and therefore 
I mufl: go b~ck to fome other Things which took up 
fome of my Thoughts. At the fame Time it happen'd. 
after I had laid my Scheme for the fetting up the Tent, 
and makino- the Cave, that a Storm of Rain falling from 
a thick dark Cloud, a fudden Flalh of Lightning happen'd, 
and after that, a great Clap of '1 hunder, as is naturally 
the Effect of it: I was not lo much furpris'd with the 
Lightning, as I was with the Thought which darted into 
my Mind as fwift as the Lightning itfelf: 0 my Pow
der! My very Heart funk within me, when I thought, 
that at one Bla!t all my Powder might be defhoy'd; on 
which, not my Dcfrnce only, but the providing me Food I> 

as I thought, entirely depend,,d; I was nothing near fo 
anxious about my own Danger, tho', had che Powder 
took Ffre, I had never known who had hurt me. 

Such Impreffion did this make upon me, t!rnt after 
the Storm was over, I laid afi<le all my V{ork, my Duild .. 
ing and Fortifying, and apply'd myfelf to make Bags 
and Boxes to feparate my Powder, ar~d to keep it a little 
and a little in a Parcel, in hopes, that whate\·er might 
come, it might rwt all take fire at on-.e, and to keep fo 
apart, that it fhould not be pofiible to make one Part 
.fire another. I finith'd this Work in about a For~oight, 
:rnd I think my Powder, which in all was about 140 lb. 
,veittht, wa~ dividd into no lefs th a n an hundred Par-

o 

eels. As to the Barrel that had been wet, I did not 
apprehend any Danger from that, fo I plac:d it in my 
new Ca\'e, which in my Fancy I call'd my Kitchen; and 
the reH I hid un and d cl\\ n in Hole, c1mong the Rocks, 
fo that no Wet 'might come to it, marking \'Cry careful-
ly \\her(! I L,id.it. 

C 6 
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In the Interval of Time while this was dc..ir.g, I went 

out at lea!l:once every Day with my Gun, as well to diA 

~ert myk'-1~ as to fee if I could kill any Thing fit for 

l•ood, and, as near as I could, to accquaint myfelf with 

what the I:fland produc'd. The firft Ii"Tie I went out, I 

perfently difcover'd, that there weie Goats in the l:fland, 

which was a great Satisfaltion to me; lnlt then it w2s 

attended with this l:Vlisfortune to me, q,•i-::.;. That thq 

were fo fhy, fo fobtle, and fo fwift a Foot, that it was 

the difficulteft Thing in the World to come at them; but 

I was not difcourag'd at this, not doubting but I might 

now and then :fl1oot one, as it foon hapeen'd; for after 

I had found their H,.unts a little, 1 laid wait in this Man

ner for them: I obferv'd, if they faw me in the Valleys, 

though they were upon the Rocks, they would run away 

as in a terrible Fright; but if they wc,re feeding in the 

Valleys, and I was upon the Rocks, they took co No

tice of me; from whence I concluded, that by the Pofi

tion of their Optics, thejr Sight was fo directed down

,vard, that they did not re2dily fre Objecl:s that were 

above them : So afterwards I took this l\ile thod; I al

ways climb'd the Rocks firfl, to get above th.:m, ar,d 

then had frequently a fair 1\1ark. The fi1 it Shot I rr.ade 

among thefe Creatures, 1 kill'd a She-Goat which had a 

little Kid by her, which fhe g<'-\.e Suck :o, \\'hid, gri~v'd 

me heartily; out when the old one id:, tnc K.iu flocJ 

flock fl:ill by her till I came and took b.:r up; and not 

oniy fo, bu·t when l carry'd fre old one \vi:h me upon 

my Shou!ders. the Kid follow'd me quite to my Inclo

fure; upcn which I laid down the D.1:n, anJ took the 

KiJ in my Arms, :ind carry'd it over my Pale, in Hope~ 

to nave bred it up tame; tut it would not eat; fo I was 

forc'd to kill it, and eat it myfelf: Thefo t\\O fupply'd 

me with F1efn a great while, tor 1 eat fparingly, and fav'd 

my Provifions (my n~ead efpecially) as rnuch as pcffibly 

1 could. 
Havin(T now fix'd my Habitntion, I found it abfo-

n i F. . d 
]utely ne.::e11ary to pro\ we i! Place w rria~e a ~re rn, an 

:Fud t0 burn; .ina wLat I Jid for tbat, a:; alfo how I 

in_larg'd my Cave, an<i 1 •L"'t C, n -rni1:ncies 1 made, i 

1hall give a full Accoun~ of in its l lace: But I mu~ firfl 

()"ive fome little: Ac:cvunt of my[df, , r.d of my Thoughrs 
b 

I ~oou; 
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about living, which it may well be fuppos'd were not a 

few. 
I h:;d a difmal Profpea of my Condition; for as I was 

not cafi away upon that Hhnd without being driven, 

as is faid, by a violent Storm quite out of the Courfe of 

our intended Voyage, and a great '\Vay, cviz. fome hun

dreJs of Leagues ouc of the oidinary Cc•ur(e of the Tnde 

of Man kind, [ had great Rcafon to confider it as a De

termination of Heaven, that in this defolate Place, and 

in this defolate Manner, I fhould end my Life: The 

Tears would run plentifully down my Face when I made 

thefe Refleaions; and fometimes I would expofi:ulate 

with myfelf, why Providence fhould thus completely 

ruin its Creatures, and render them fo abfolutely mifer

able, fo without Help aL:rndon'd, and fo entirely depref

fed, that it could hard 1y be rational to be thankful for 

fuch a Life? 
But fomething always returned fwift upon me to check 

thefe Thoughts, and to reprove me; and particularly 

one Day walking with my Gun in my Hand by the Sea

fidc, I was very penfive upon the Subjea of my prefent 

Condition, when Reafon, as it were, put in, expo{h1-

lating with me t'other way, thus: V✓ell, you are in a de

folate Condition, 'tis true; but pray remember, where 

are the refl: of you? Did not you come eleven of you into 

the Boat? vVhere are the ten ? \~,7 hy were not they fav'd, 

and you loll:? Why are you fingled out? Is it better to 

be here or there? And then f pointed to the Sea. All 

Evils are to be conGdered with the Good that is in them, 

and with what worfe attended them. 

Then it occur'd to me again, how well Twas fumiib'd 

for my Subfdence, and what would have been my Cafe, 

if it had not happen'd, 0u:hich rv..:as au hundred thou/and tv 

r.,ne, that the Ship floated from the Place where firll :fhe 

itt uck, ant.I was driven fo near to the Shore, that I had 

Time to get all thcfo Things out of her? \Vhat wotild 

have b:?en my Caft:, if I ha<l been to have liv'd in the 

Condition in which I at fidl: came on Shore, without 

N eccffa ries of Lif1?, or any Means to furply .rncl pro

cure them? Particularly, faid 1 alond (tho' to myfelf} 

what •:Jotild I have Jone without a Gun, without Am

munition, \,ithout any Tools to make any Thing, or 
to 
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to work with? without Clothes, Bedding, a Tent, or 

any manner of Coverings? f\nd that now f had ,d1 thefe 

to a fofficient OEantity, and· was in a fair Way to provide 

myfelf in foct-i a Manner, as to li~·e without my Gun 

when my Ammunition was fpent, fo that I had a tolerable 

View of fobfilting without any Want as long I liv'd; 

for I confider'd from the Beginning how I would pro

vide for the Accidents that might happen, and for the 

Time that was to come, even not only after my Ammu

nition lbould be fpent, but even after my Health or 

Strength iliould decay. 
I confcf I had not then entertained any Notion of my 

Ammunition being defiroy'd at one Bl aft, l mean my 

Powder hing blown up by Lightning; and this made 

the Thoughts of it furprifing to me, when it lighten'd 

and thunder'd, as I obferv'd juft now. 
And now, being to enter into a melancholy Relation 

of a Scene of filent Life, foch perhaps as \,·as never heard 

of in the World before, I fhall take it from its Begin

ning, and continue itin its Order. It was, by my Account, 

the 30th of Septemher, when, in the Manner as above 

faid, I fidl: fet Foot upon this horrid Hland, when the Sun, 

being to us, in its autumnal Equinox; was almoft jufi: 

over my Head; for I reckon'd myfelf,. by Obfervation, to 

be in the Latitude of 9 Degrees, 22 Min. South of the 

Line. 
After I h:id been there about ten or twelve Days, it 

came into my Thoughts that I fhould lofo my Reckon

ing of Time for want of Books, and Pen, and Ink, and 

fhot1h.i even forget the Sabbath Days from the working 

Days: But t, prevent this, J cut it with my Kr.ife upon 

a 1arf e Poft, in cap1tal Letters; and makirg it into a 

great Crof,, I fet it up on the Shore where I firft lanned, 

,viz. I came on Shore here the 30, 'if ~ept:_,mber, 1559. 

Upon tht. ~ides of thi:; fquare Po.t I cut every Day a 

Notch with my Kr.ifr, and every feventh Notcl1 w:is as 

lor.g again as the reH:, and every firll: Day of the l\fo~th 

as long again a'> that long one ; ,n1d thus I kept my Ka

Jend::ir, or weekly, monthly, an<l yearly Reckoning of 

Time • 
.in the next Pl.ice we arc to ohferve, th,H among t11e 

many Things "hich I brought from the Sl1ip in frve

ral Voyages, which ;i:, .ibove-mention'd, 1 mac!e to it, I 
5 go: 

D 
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got feveral Things of lefs Value, but not at all lefs ufeful 
to me, which I omitted fttting down before; as in par
ticular, Pens, Ink, and Paper, feveral Parc.Js in the 
Captain's, Ivlate's, Gunner 1s, and Carpen,, r's keep;ng, 
three or four Compaffes, fome mathemaiical Inil:rumenrs; 
Dials, PerfpeB.ives, Charts, and Books of Navigation; 
all which I huddled together, whether I might \v,int them 
or no; alfo I found three very good Bibles, \\hich came 
to me in my Cargo from England, and which I had pack'd 
up among my Things; fome Portugut/e Books alfo, and 
among them, two or three Popifh Prayer-Boob, and fe
veral other Books, all which I carefully focured. And I 
mufl: not forget that we ha :l in the Ship a Dog and ewe> 
Cats, of whofe eminent Hiftory I mufl: have occafion to 
fay fomething in its Place; for I carried both the Cats 
with me; and as for the Dog, he jump'd out of the Ship 
of him:"elf, and fwam on Shore to me the Day after I 
went on Shore with my firfl: Cargo, and was a truity 
Serv2nt to me many Years: I wanted nothing that h~ 
coulJ fetch me, nor any Company that he could make 
up to me; I only wanted to have him talk to me, but 
that he could not do. As 1 obferv'd before, I found Pen, 
Ink, and Paper, and I hufbanded them to the utmoft; and 
1 fball fhew, that while my Ink laited, I kept Things very 
exaet, but after that v,as £one, I could not; for I could 
not 1~ake any Ink, hy any, Means that I could get, 

And this put me in mind that I wanted many Things,. 
notwithfbnding all that I had amafs'd together; anr1 of 
the[e, this of Ink wc:s one; as aLfo a Spade, Picl!-ax? 
and Shovel, to dig or remove the Earth; Needles, :, ns, 
an<l Thread; as for Linen, I foon learn'd to want that 
without much Difficulty. 

This want of Tools made every Work I did go on 
heavily, and it was n~ar a whole Year before I h~J en~ 
tirely fini'h'd my little Pale, or furrounded Habitation: 
The Pills OT St::ikes, which were as heavy as I could 
well lift, .vere a long Time in cutting and preparinr,- in 
tt,e \Voods, and more by far in bringing- home; fo ~hat 
] fpent fometimes two Days in cutting and bringing home 
one of thofe Poils, and a third Day in drivinQ it :nto the 
Ground; for which Purpofe I got a hca-~:- Piece of 
,,Vcod at firft, but at bft bethought m 1fcaf of one of the 

Iron 
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Iron Crows, which however, though I found, it yet 
made driving thofe Poi"ls or Piles very laborious, and te
dious Work. 

But what need I have been concern'd at the Tediouf
nefs of any Thing I had to do, feeing I had Time enough 
to do it in? Nor had I any other Employment, if that 
had been over, at leaft that I could forefee, except the 
ranging the Hland to feek for Food, which I did more or 
lefs every Day. 

I now begin ferioufly to confider mi Condition, and 
tbe Circumfiances I was reduc'd to,. and_J drew up the 
State of my Affairs in \,Vriting; not fo much to leave 
them to any that were to come after me, for I was like 
to have but few Heirs, as to deliver my Thoughts from 
daily poring upon them, and afHicling my Mind; and as 
my Reafon began now to mafter my Defpondency, l be
gan to comfort myfelf as well as I could, and fo fet the 
Good againft the Evil, that l might have fomething to 
diftinguiih my Cafe from worfe; and I fiated it very im
partially, like Debtor and Credior, the Comfort l en
joy'd, againft the Miferies I fuffer'd, thus : 

EVIL. 

I am caft upon an horrible 
defolate Ijland; 'Uoid of all 
Hope of Rec(Jv&ry. 

I am Jingled out and jepa
rated, as zt were from all 
the fl'"orld, to be mifera
blc. 

I am di•vidt't! from lvlan
kind, a Solitar)', o .,1 banijh'd 
frw1 human Soci,ty. 

GOOD. 

But I am ali'Ve, and not 
drocz.vn' d, as all my Ship's 
Company :ivas. 

But I am ji11glcd out too 
from all tl,f Ship's Crer,.v f.? 

be fpare,i I i·om Dtath; an,! 
he that ;, ! a, .,!oujly fa.'1.led 
me from L ·t b, can di:li'Vtr 
me rom t1;,s Lon .itzon. fi I ..... d . . 

But I am 1;01 f}ar•u'a', ~,.d 
perijbing on a L1arrw Plt1.e, 
a_fferding no ~ujtcnancc. 

I harve no Clothes to ,o,ver But I am i,: an hflf CJi. 
vze. mate, r.v~,crf' if J h,h' C!cthu, 

I co.J!d bard!y ,-.,,.;e;r thl!m, 
] ,w; 

,1 
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I am without any Defence 
fJr Means to re.Jill any /7iolence 
t,f ,1Ian or Beajl. 

1 ha-ve no Soul to fpca.k to, 
c,r relie-ve me. 

... , 

But I am cafl on an ljland 
where I fee no rJJild Beajls to 
hurt m1, as I Jaw on the 
Coajt of Africa: And what 
if I had been jhipwreck' d 
there? 

But God wonderfully _lent 
the Ship in near enough lo the 
S'hore, that I ha-ve gotten 01:t 

Jo many necejfary Things as 
will either fupply my fVants, 
or enable me to },pp!y m;felf, 
even as long as I li·,Je. 

Upcn the Whole, here was an undoubted Tefiimony, 
that there was fcarce any Condition in the World fo mi
ferable, but there was fomething negative, or fomething 
po/itive, to be thankful 111 it; and let this il:a.nd as a 
Direll:ion from the Experience of the rnoft miferable of 
ali Conditions in this \Vorld, that we may always find 
in it fomething to comfort ourfelves from, and to fet, in 
the Dcfcr:ption of Good and Evil, on the Credit-fide of 
the Account. 

Having now brought my Mind a little to reli!h my 
Condition, and giving over looking out to Sea, to fee 
if I could f py a Ship; I fay, giving over thefe Things, I 
began to apply myfrlf to accommodate my way of living, 
and to make Things as eafy to me as I could. 

I have already defcrib'd my Habitation, which was a 
Tent under the Side of a Rock, furroundcd with a {hong 
Pale of Pofls and Cables, but I might now rather call it 
a \Vall; for I ais'd a kind of ·wall up againit It of 
Turfs, about two Feet thick on the Outfide; and after 
fome Time (I think it was a Year and an half) 1 ra1s'd 
Rafters from it, leaning to the Rock, and thatch'd or 
cover'd it with Boughs of Trees, and foch Things as I 
could get to keep out the Rain, w11ich I found at fame 
Times of the Year very violent. 

I have alreadv obrerv'd how I brou<l'ht all mv Goods 
into this Pale, and into the Cave whi;h I had ~adc be
hind me: But I mufi c,bferve too, th:it, at fidl, this was 

a 
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a confos'd Heap of Goods, which, as they lay in no Or• 

der, fo t~1ey took ·1p ,Jl my Pla.:e; r had no Room to 

turn my1df, fo l 1a, myfelf co enlarge my Cave, and 

worked fr.rther in o the Earth; for it \vas a loofe fandy 

Rock, which yield "-,' eafily to the Labour I befiow'd on 

it: And fo, whtn iound I was pretty fafe as to Bea{h 

of P1ey, I work'd d!!ways to the Right-haud into the 

Ro_ck; and, then t u ning to the Right again, work'd 

quite cut, and ma :· my Dcor to come out on the Out

fide of my Pale o: f• ortification. 
This gave me not only Egrefs and Regrcfs, as it was 

a Back \., ay to my Tent, and to my :Storc-hou[e, but 

gave me Roo:n tc .tow my Goods. 
And now I hL~a.1 to apply .myfelf to make fuch ne

ceif;:i_ry Things a f '· fo und ! moft wanted, particularly a 

Chatr and a Ta ~!( : for without thefe, I was not able to 

er.joy tte few Cv1 forts I had in the World; I could not 

write or eat, , !:1 0 feveral Things, with fo mnch Plea

fure, without n' ':ible. 
So I we:-i t ~o work; and here I mufr needs obferve, 

that 2s I~ eal c.P ~s the Subfiance and Original of the 'Tvia

themati , ,, {r., h;' ftating and fquaring every Thing by 

Reafon. an G by making the moft rational Judgment of 

Things, e\ cry Man may be, in Time, Mafl:er of every 

1\1ech~oic Art. I had never handled a Tool in wy Life, 

and yet in Time, by Labour, Application, and Contri

vance, I found at lafl, that I wanted nothing but I could 

have made it, ef peci21Iy if I had had Tools; however, 

I made Abundance of Things even without Tools, and 

fame with no more Tools ch·an an Adz and an Hatchet, 

which perhaps were never made thnt \Vay before, and 

that with infinite Labonr. For Example, if I wanted a 

Board, I had no other Way hnt to cut down a Tree, (et 

it on an Edge hcfore me, and hew it flat on either Side 

with my Ax, till I had brought it to be as thin as a 

Plank, and then dub it fmooth with my Adz: [tis true, 

by this Method l could makP. but one Board out of a 

· whole Tree; but this I had no Remedy for but P,,tiencc, 

any more than I had for the prodigiou ~ deal of Time and 

Labour which it took me up to make a Plank or Board : 

But my Time er Labonr was little worth, ar.d fo it was 

as well employ'd one \Vay as another. 
However, 

I 
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However, I made me a Table and a Chair, as I obferv'd 

:lbove, in the firft Place,' and this I did out of the ihort 
Pieces of Boards that }brought on my Rafe from the Ship: 
But when I had '""·ought cut fomeBoards, as above, t 
made Jage Shelves of the Breadth of a Foot and an half, 
one over another, all along one Side of my Cave, to lay 

• all my Tools, Nails, ant~ 1ron -work, and in a Word, to 
fo parate every Thing at large in their Places, that l might 
e-1fily come at them; alfo I knock'd Pieces into the \Vall 
of t:ie Rock, to h;ing my Guns, and all Things that 
would hang up. 

So that, had my Cave been t" be feen, it look'd like 
a general Magazine of all neceff'ary Things; and I had 
every Thing fo ready at my Hand, tnat it was a great 
Pleaforc to me to fee all my Goods in fuch Order, and 
efpecially to find my Stock of all Neceifaries fo great. 

And now it was when I began to keep a Journal of 
every Day's Employment; for inrleed at firft I was in 
too much Hurry, and not only an Hurry as to Labour, 
hut in too much Difcompofore of rvlind, and my Jour
nal \vould have been foll of many dull Things. For Ex
ample, I mull: have foid thus: Sept. the 30th, after I got 
to Shore, and had efcap 'd drowning, infiead of being 
thankful to God for my Deliverance, having firfi: vomited 
with a great ~ 'ntity of Salt-\Vater, which was gotten 
into my Stomach, and recovering myfelf a little, I ran 
about the Shore, wringing my Hands, and beating my 
Head and Face, exclaiming at my Mifery, and crying 
out, I was undone, undone ! till, tir'd and faint, I was 
forced to lie down on the Ground to repofe, but duri1: not 
flcep for Fear of being devour'd. 

Some Days after this, and after I had been on board 
the Ship, and had got all I could out of her, yet I could 
not forbear getting up to the Top of a little Mountain, 
and looking out to Sea, in Hopes of feeing a Ship, then 
fancy at a vatl: Difiance I fpy'd a Sail, plcafe myfelf with 
the Hopes of it, and then after looking fteadily till I was 
almoll blind, lofe it quite, and fit down and \Veep like a 
Child, and thus inc reafe my MiCe;y by my Folly. 

But h·lving gotten over thefe Thin gs in fome Mea
fore, and ha~ing fettled my H ou!11old-ilu1f and Habita
tion, m:!de me a Table and" Cnair, and all as h:indfome 

abot1t 
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about me as I could, I began, I fay, to keep my Journal, 

of which I fhall here give you the Copy (though in ~t 

will be told all thefe Particulars over again) as long as 

it lafted ; for at laft, having no more Ink, I was forc'd 

to leave it off. 

The J o u R N A L. 

S Eptenilm· 30, I 659. I, pcor miferable Rchi11/011 Crufae, 

..__ being fhipwre r k'd during a d:eadful Storm in the 

Offing, can,e on 5lwre on thi~ i..'.i 11,al unfortunate lfland, 

which I ca:1 the /fand if Dt'/pnir, all the refl of tr,e Ship's 

Company being ctrown'd, and tn} folf almoft dead. 

All the reft cf the Day I fpent in afliicting myfelf at 

t11e di(mal Circ~mfbnces I was br"ught to; r-.;iz. I had 

neither Food, Houfe, Clothes, Weapon, or Place to fly 

to, and, in Def pair of any Relief, faw nothing but Death 

befo1e me, either that 1 fhoulJ be devour'd by wild Beans, 

rnurder'd by Savages, or ftarv'd to Death for \Vant of 

Food. At the Approach of Night I ilept in a Tree for 

· Fear of ~ild Creatures, but flcpt foun<lly, tho' it rain'd 

all Night. 
Ollober 1. In the Morning 1 faw, to mygreatSurprize, 

the Ship had floated with the high Tide, and was driven 

on Shore again much nearer the Hland ; which, as it 

was fome C'cmfort on one hand (for feeing her fit up

right, and not broken in Pieces, I hc,p'd, if the Wind 

abated, I might get on board, and get fome Food and 

Neccffaries out of h~r for my Relief,) fo, on the other 

hand, it renew'd my Grief at the Lofs of my Comrades, 

who, I imagir/d, if we had all !laid on board, might 

have fav'd the ~hip, <ir at :eaft that they would not have 

been all drown'd, as they were; and that, had the lVIen 

been fav'd, we migf1t perh;:1rc; have built us a Boat out 

of the Ruins of the Ship, to have carry'd us to fame 

other Part 0fthe \iVcr1d. I fpentgreat P~rtof this Day, 

in perplexing myfelf on tl.cfe Things; but at length, 

feeing Lhe Ship almoft d~y, I went upo:1 the Sand as near 
ns 

t: 
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as I c0uld, and then fwam on board: This Day alfo 
continued raining, tho' with no Wind at all. 

From the 1 fr of Olloher to the 24th. All thefe Days 
entirely fpent in many feveral Voyag~s to get all I could 
out of the Ship; which I brought on Shore every Tide 
of Flood uprrn Rafts. Much Rain alfo in thefe Days, 
though \vith fame Intervals of fair Weather: Bue., it 
frems, thi£ was the rainy Seafon. 

OB. z4. I overfet ID}; Rafe, and all the Goods I ha<l 
got upon it; but being in fhoal Water, and the Things 

· being chieHy heavy, I recover'd many of them when ~he 
Tid~ was out. 

O ·: .. u;. It rain'd all Night and all Day, with fome 
Guil:s of \Vind, during which Time the Ship broke in 
Pieces, the \Vind bi,)wing a littie harder than before, 
and was no more to be foen, except the W reek of her, 
and that only at low ~iater. I (pent this Day in cover
jng and focuring the Goods which I had fav'd, that the 
Rain might not fpoil tr.em. 

Od. 26. 1 w;!lk'd about the Shore almofl all Dav, to 
find out a Pla,;:e to fix my Habitation, grl!atly cont:ern'd 
to fecure myfelf from any Attack in the Night) either 
from wild Bcalrs or Mee. Towards Night J fixed upon a 
proper Place under a Rock, and marked out a Semicircle 
for my Encampment, which l refolved to ftrengthen with 
a vVork, \Val!, or Fortification, made of double Piles, 
Jin 'd withi::1 with Cable, and without with Turf. 

From the zoth to the 30th, I work'd very hard in car
rying all my Gods to my new Habitation, though fome 
Part of the Time it rai11'd t;Xceec..i11g hard. 

Tlie 3111, in the Morning, I went out into the I!land 
with my Gun to fee for fome Food, and difcover the 
Countr}', when I kill'da She-goat. and her Kid follow'd 
me Home, \"hich I afterwards killed alfo, becaufe lt 
would not feed. 

,.\Toveml,e, 1. I frt up my Tent under a Rock, and lay 
there for the firfr Night making ir as large as J could, 
with Stakes driven in to fwing my 1-:I;:.mrnock up0n. 

~\~ov. 2. I fet up all my Chefrs and Boards, ::nd the 
Pieces of Tim her which mad~ mv R.:fr, anJ with them 
form'd a Fence round me, a iittl; within the Place I had 
mark'd out for my Fortification. 

• 
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f,-o,v. 3. I went on~ wirh my Gun, and kill'd two 

Fowls like Dncb, \i,h1rh 1.yere vuy good Food. In the 

Afternoon went to work to md:e me a Table. 

Ne...,:. 4. Tliis Morning l b(g:rn to ordr•r my Times of 

V/ork, 0f go~n? 01it with ID) Gun, Time of Slcq,, and 

Time of Dn edion; q;iz.. every Morning I walk'd out 

with my G:rn {.,;- tw<• or three !fours, if it did OOl r.1in; 

then emp1oy'cl mf1elf rt W"rk .;n about ele\en o'Clock; 

then cat \\ h:;. l h, <l tc . -.,e 011 ; and frc-m t,,.ehc to two 

l lay <low t to !1::<. p, tne \Vea th er l:,, ii.g exceffive hot, 

and · he in the En,1ing to wo1 k ~•gain : The working 

.Pa 0 t ~,f tl.is Day and the next \; CT~' \Vholly employ'd in 

rn:,~ing ,his Table, for J·wz.s yc.L hut a very forry Work• 

rn111s tr.o' 7ime and 1-,;eceffity made me a complete ria

tural Mechanic foon after, as I beliere it would do any 

one clfe. 
Nocr..•. 5. This Day I went abroad with my Gun and 

my J>og, and kill'd a wild Cr.t, her Skin pretty foft, 

but her Flefh grod for nothir:g: E1ery Creature I ki!Fd 

I took dF the ::,kins ard preferv;d thun. Coming back 

by the Sea Shore, I fa\v many ~ort3 of Sea-F0\7ls which 

I did riot underCTand; but was furrrifed, and 3Jmc,rl: 

f1 ighted, with two er three Sed~, v. bich, while I was 

gazing at, not well knowing wh,it they were, got into 

the Sea, and e(cap'd me for that Time. 

No·v. 6. After my Morning \:\' a:k, I wrnt to work 

with my Table again, and finiil1'd it, though not to my 

liking; nor was it long before I lernn'd to mend :it. 

No-v. 7. Now it l::eg:rn to be fettled fair \Venther. The 

7th, 8th, 9th 10th, and Part of the 12th (for the 11th 

was Sundr;y, according to rr.y Reckoning) I took wholly 

up to make me a Chair, and with much ado brought 

it to a tolerable Si.ape, but nerer to ple?.fe me ; and 

even in the making I pul!'d it to Pieces fever,il Times. 

Note, I foon neglected keeping S:mda_)'S; for, omitting 

my Mark for them en my Pofr, I for~or which was which. 

Nev. 13. This Dav it rair'd, which refrefh'd me ex

ceedingly, and cool'd the Earth; bm it was ;.cccmpa

ny'd with t~rrible Thunder and Lightnillg, \\ hich fright

en'd me dreadfully for fear of my Powder: As fcon :is it 

\\"as over, I 1efolv'd to feparate my Stork of Powder in

to as many little Parcels as foffible, that i t might rot he 

in D~nger. ,\'~ :..·. 
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No-v. 14, 1 5, 1 6. Thefe three L .,_. s T !}h~nt in making little fquare Chei1s, or Bo,~es, • .H. 1 m1~!1t :.o!d c>. 1Jout a Pound, or two Pounds at no1\ F 'o d-er; and fo puttinP- the Powde: in, I fiow d 1t in Pl~ C's ., fecure ~nd remot; from one another as poflible. , , r,e o( tr,cfo three Days l kill'<l a large Bird that ·., • ?..,'1 ,. ' • eat, but I knew not what to call it. , 
No':), 17. This Day I began to dig b .111 · ·-.:. into the Rock, to make Room for my far ."It , • · 1-c:ncy. Note, Three Things l wanted ( ~ . I this\:Vork; rviz. APick-ax,aShovcl, ·r:d 1 , J. barrow or Ba{ket: So I defilled from my W '1. R, r ~ , P. gan to confider how· to fupply that -;vant, '1ri1 r '!~,., :-r. tome Tools. As for the Pick-ax, I mac'. f..: .., -; L 1e Jron -Crows, which were proper enough , t; tr 1 1:c } , but the next Thing was a Shovel, or Spa ... : ; '"• Q abfolutely neceffary, that indeed l couH ) 11 '! ' fecl.ually without it, but what kind of vr." , ,kc I kr,ew not 

1Vo•u. 18. ':'he next Dar in fearchin 1; Jr .., , d I found a Tn:c of that \Vood, or like 1 :, , .l ,. tri e Braji!s they call the Iron-Tree, for its ,., i;; 1; '~• • ..f 1:~• -nefs; of this, with great Labour, ;ir, : , . ,.1 .pc :•1,·g my Ax, 1 cut a Piece, and brought rt ,,, , . >h t1 I'i -culty enough, for it was exceeding h~ 
The excdlive Hardnefs of the \V0 ~ r ,,i··o ... r.o other \V.:y, made me a long v-:hile u, , 1 ~ i · ,• <{ ~.,-. ; for I work'd it rffeeua·ly, by littl.. P 

Form of a Shovel or Spade, the H. ,, ', 
like ours in Englaml, only that the ·,_,.., -; ........ rn g 110 Iron iliod upon it at Bottom, i• \ ,. l: , ., ' 1,· fo long; howe\·er it ferv'd wdl cnou 7, r, 

h 1,_ .le 
'· 11-< 'd 

.. 
) I had occ;,fion to put it to; but rt ·c 

belie\·e, made after that Fafhiou., c. ~. ,, . 

hkh 
I 

e 
' 0 

t .! 

I was fii!J deficient, for [ wan tt. l. • L .; -/ 
barrow: A Baik.et l coulc not mak-- v . r ir.g no fuch Things as Twigs that \":, ,, Wicker-\\'are, at leafi none yet found c .a the ,vhecl-barrow, I fancied I could mo !::"'< '\Vheel; but that I had no Notion of, neith(.'! how to go about it; befides, I had no poffiu, -:. ., , make lron-Gudgeons for the Spindle or Axi5 ,,. t. 

1 

W'heel 



72 7}1c L I F E and AD \ E N 'f u R E s of 

'\Vheel to run 111 : So I gave jt over; and fo, for carry:ng 

away r.he Earth wh cb i dug out of the Cave, I made me 

a 1 bing Lke :rn H0d, which the Labourers carry Mortar 

in when ihc,y Jene the Bricklayers. 

Tl1i,:; wa not f~ d1fficu1t to me as the making the 

Sbov .. 1; a:1•.• y t tli.s, and dH! Shovel, and the Attt'mpt, 

which! m:>.ae ·1. vain. •<' m::ike ~ \Vheel-barrow, took 

me \ p ro ,r_, rh:ln t >t:1 D y ; i mean ahvc.y<, except

inn my I 1lf 1 11ri~'~ w~::< with my GLin, wl,ich 1 re1__:1rn 

~,1· .'d ; . 2~r• ery fddom fail'd alfo of bringing home 

f.,rried•n,q_ ,L ,o t·at. 
l,:o,v. 23. Ivl} uthd Work having flocd flill, becau[e 

of my rn1ki, tl•{'f.: Tools, when they were fin:f11:d, I 

went on ; an,j worki:1~ every D~,y a'> my Strength and 

Time alk,"' 1, I [ pent eighteen Days entirely in widen

j,Jg and l', pening my Cave, th:.t it might bold my 

Goods coTmodiouilv. 
Note, fJLuing all· this Ti me, I wor k'd to make this 

Room< r 1·Je fpaciom enough to accommodate me as 

a Wanhoufe or Nfogazine, a Kitcl'cn, a Dining-room, 

and a Ce:11 :r ;, a~ f0r a L0dg1ng, I kept ro the Tent, ex .. 

ccpt that fometime~ in the wet Sc3.fon of the Year, it 

rain'd fo hard, that I could not keep myfdf dry ; which 

caufrd me afterwards to cover all my Place ,;ithin my 

Pale with long Poles in the Form of Rafters, le:1ning 

a~ainfl: the Rock, and ioad tnem w:th Flags, and large 

Leaves of Trees, like a That:..h. 
December· 1 o. I b{gan now to think my Ca\·e or Vault 

finiil1'd, when on a fud<len (it frrmi- l had roade ic too 

large) a great ~:lntity of E, rth Jell clown from the Top 

und one ~ide, [o m"ci1, that in fhort it fdghten'd me, 

and not without Rea•on too; for if I had been under it, 

I had never wan,ed l Grave-Did,ger: Upon this Difailer 

1 h,!d a grefit deal of \Vork to do o•:er again; for I had 

the )oofe Earth to curry out, ancl, which wa~ of more 

Importance, I Lod the Cit'ling to prop up, fo that I 

1,) ,ht be fore no mere wculd come Jown. 

J).:c. 11. This Day Iv. ent to work,, ith it accordingly, 

a1~u pot two Sho:-rs or Po11s, pitch'cl upright to the! 

Ton,~., v.ith two Pieces of Board a(rof~ over u1ch Pott : 

This; finifh'..\ tl.e nc~t D ,y; and fetting m01e Pofh up 

\vith H·, .. d~, in :,bo.:t a ':\·c:ck morr: 1 h:id the Roof fe

cureJ, .,r'cl ,;i'.! P, :.::, l '1nc!i1' 0 in Bows, fen ·ct me for 

1 
. . ·- • r 

I 
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Dec. t 7. From this Day to the 20th, I plac'd Shelves, 

and knock'd up Nails in the Pofls, to hang every thing 
op that could be hung up; and now l began to be in 
fome Order within Doors. 

Dec. zo. Now r carried every thing into the Cave, 
and began to fornifh my Houfe, and fet up forne Pieces 
of Board like a Dreffer, to order my Vitl:uals upon; but 
Board began to be very fcarce with me: Alfo I made me 
another Table. 

Dec. z+. Much Rain all Night and all Day; no ftirring 
oat. 

Dec. 2s. Rain all Day. 
Dec. 26. No Rain, and the Earth much cooler than 

before, and pleafanter. 
Dec. 27. Kill'd a young Goat, and lam'd another, fo 

that I catched it, and led it home in a String; when I 
had it home, 1 bound and fplinter'd up its Leg, whidt 
was broke. N. B. I took fuch Care of it, that it li.v'd, 
and the Leg grew well, and as ilrong as ever; but by 
nurfing it fo long it grew tame, and fed upon the little 
Green at my Door, and would not go away. This was 
the firit Time that I entertain'd a Thought of breeding 
up fome tame Creatures, that I might have Food when 
my Powder and Shot was all f pent. 

Dec. 28, 29, 30. Great Heats and no Breeze; fo that 
there was no ilirrillg abroad, except in the Evening for 
Food. This Time I fpent in putting all my Things in 
Order within Doors. 

Januar_y l. Very hot fiill, but I went abroad, early and 
late, with my Gi:n, and lay fiill in the Middle of the 
Day: This Evening going farther into the V.::lleys. 
\\ hich lay towards the Center of tne Hland, I found :here 
was Plenty of Goats, tho' exceeding !hy, and hard to 
come at; however, l refolv'd to try if I could not bring 
my Dog to hunt them down. 

Jan. z. Accordingly the next Day I went out with 
rny Dog, and fet him upon the Goats; but I was mi!l:aken, 
for they all fac'd about upon the Dig, and he knew his 
Danger too well, for he would not come near them. 

Jan. 3. I began my Fence or Wall, ,vhich, beino fiill 
jeal ous of my being attack'd by fomebody, I refol;'d to 
make very thick and !hong. 

VoL, I. D N. B. 
I 

I 
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N. B. CJ'his Wall being dt/cnh' d before, I purpofi!J· omit 

ri__t:hat was /aid in the Jo~mial: It is }lt_flicient to oh

Jer,ve, that I :JJas no lejs 'Tim~ than from the 3d of 
January to the 14th of April, working, jinijhing, 

and perfec?ing this Pf/all, tho' it was no more than 

about 24 rards in Length, being an Half circle from 

one Place in the Rock to another Place about eight Yards 

f om it, the Door of the Ca'Ve being in the Centre 

behind it. 

All this Time I work'd \"ery hard, the Rains hindering 

me many Days, nay, fometimcs \V.eeks together; but 

I thought l lhould never be perfetlly fecure till this \Vall 

was finifh'd; and it is fcarce credible what inexpreilih1e 

Labour LYery thing \vas done ,vith, ef pt!cially the bring

ing Piles out of the \Voocl, and driving them into the 

Ground; for I made them much bigger than l needed to 

have done. 
\Vhen th's \Vall wa~ fini01'd, and the Oudide double· 

fc::nc'd with a Turf-wall rais'd up clofe to it, I perfu.ided 

myfelf, that if any People were come on Shore there, 

they would nae percei\'e any thing like an Habitation : 

.r\ nd it is ,·cry well I did fo, and may be obferv'd here

after, .upon a very rcmarl;able Occafion. 

During this Time, I made Rounds in the \Voods fo:

G:rn1e every Day, when the Rain permitted me, and 

made fre uent Difcovc.rics in thefe \Va'b of fomething 

or other to my : dvantage ; particularly I found a kind 

of wild Pigeons, which build not as \Vood-Pigeons in?. 

Tree, but r2thcr as Houfe-Pigeon.-. in the Holes of the 

Rocks; and taking fome young one&, l em:ea,our'd to 

breed them up tame, and did (o; but when they grew 

older, they flew all away, \ ·i,ich perhaps was at firtl for 

want of fc:l'cting them, for I had nothing to gi,·e them; 

however, I frequently found their Ndh, and got their 

your.g ones, \\ hich were very good l\tieat. 

And now, in the managing my Houfho1d Affair~, I 

found myfelf wan i, gin many Things, which I thought 

at fi,ll it wa$ imooilible for me tom, ke, as indeed is to 

fame of chem it;\ as: For lnfl:ance, I could never make 

a Cdk. to be hoop'd ; I hac! a fm:ill Rund let or two, as I 

obf, rv'd before, but I could never arrive to the Cap~c:ty 

of :naki:1g 0ne by them, tho' I fpcnt many \Verks ab~ut 
5 1t; 

I, 
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it; 1 could neither put in the He,.1ds, or join the S~aves 
fo true to one another, a:; to make them hold \Vater; fo 
l gave that alfo over. 

In the next Place, J was at a great Lofs for Candles; 
fo that as foon as it was aark, which was generally by 
feven o'Clock, I was oblig'd to go to Bed. I remem
bered the Lump of Bees- Wax with which f made Candles 
in my African Adventure ; but I had none of char now : 
The only Remedy J had, was, that when I had kill'd a 
Goat, I fav'd the Tallow, and with a little Dilb made 
of Clay, which I bak'd in the Sun, to ,vhich I a~lded a 
Wick of fome Oakum, I made me a L;mp; and this 
gave me Light, tho' not a clear ilcady Light like a Can
'~le. In the Middle of all niy Labours it happen'd, chat, 
rummag:ng my Things, I found a little Bag, which, as 
I hinted before, had been fill'd ·.dth Corn for the Feed
ing of Poultry, not for this Voy;:ige, but before, as l 
fuppofe, when the Ship cum from L,:/hon; what little Re
mainder of Corn had been in the Bag, was all de,,oured 
by the Rats, and I faw n0t:1ing i11 the Bag but ~Iuik.s 
and Duft; and being willing to hc,re the Bag for fome 
other Ufe (I think it \vas to put Powder in, when 1 di
\·ided it for Fear of the Lightning, or fome fuch Lfc) l 
!hook the Hu!ks of Com out of ic on one- ~ide of my 
Fortification under the Rock. 

It was a little before t:,c great Rains, ju,1 no\,' mcnti~ 
o:1ed, that I threw this Stuff away, ta!;:ing no Notice of 
any thing, and not fo much as remembc.ring that I had 
thrown any thing thrre; \\.hen about :1 1\-101,t:i after, or 
thereabouts, I faw forr.e few Sta 1 k.. of fJmeching green 
ibootiug upnn the G,.,und, \vhic'l 1 fancied mjo-ht be 
fome Plant T h1d noc fren ; but 1 was forpiis'd, atd per
fu:lly afrcci' 'd, when after a littic larger Time, I faw 
.;b0ut ten or t\"velve E3t!i come cut, w:,ich were perfect 
grc,~n Barley of the fame kind as our Eu,·opcan, nay, as 
otir Eny/,jl; Barley. 

It 1'> impo!ftble to exprels t! e .\11onifoment and Con
fofion of my Thoughts on th;., Occafion ; I had hither· 
to acred upon n• religious l'our, lation at all; indeed I. 
..... d vtry few ~ 'otions of Re:igion in my Head, nor 
h2a entert<1in'd any Senfe of any thino- ' that had be
i .. llen me, otberwifc than as a Cbai~c, Oj, as we 

D z lightly 
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lightly fay, what pleafes God ; without fo much as in
CJ uiring into the End of Providence in thefe Things, or 
his Order in governing Events in the World: But after 
I faw Barley grow there, in a Ciimate which I knew ,1,as 
not proper for Corn, and efpecially that I knew not how it 
came there, it ibrtled me ftrangely, and I began to fug
geft that God had miraculoufly caus'd this Grain to grow 
without any Help of Seed fown, and that it was fo direft:. 
ed, purely for my Sufi:enance in that wild miferable Place. 

This touch'd my Heart a little., and brought Tears out 
of my Eyes, and I began to blefs myfelf, that foch a 
Prodigy of Nature friould happen u pan my Account ; and 
this was the more ilrange to me, becaufe I faw near it 

~fti ll, all along by the Side of the Rock, fame other flrag• 
gling Stalks, which prov'd to be Stalks of Rice, and 
which I knew, becaufe I had fecn it grow in ./:lfriw, 
when I was a!hore there 

I not only thought thefe the pureProdullions of Provi
dence for my Support, but, not doubting but that there 
was no more in the Place, I went all over mat Part of the 
lfland where I had been before, peering ;n every Corner, 
and under every Rock, to fee for more of it, but I could 
not find any; ·at lafi: it occur'd ro my Thoughts, that I 
}1ad fbaken the Bag of Chickens Meat out in trat Place, 
.and the \-Vonder hegan to ceafe; and I mull confer.~, my 
religious Thankfulnefs to God's Providence began to 
abate too, upon difcovering that all this was nothing 
but what was common; though 1 ought to have beer as 
thankful for fo firange ar.d un:oreft.en Providence, a5 if 
it had been miraculous; for it was really the ·work of 
Providence as to me, that tbould order or appoint, that 
10 to 12 Grains of Corn {houlJ remain unfpoil'J (,\hen 
the Rats had ddhoy'd all the refi,) as if it had been drop• 
ped from He.,• 1en : As alfo that I_ fho~ld t~ro .v ir cut in
to that particular Place, hh cre, It being in the Shaoe of 
an high Roc_k, fprang up i~mediatc}..r.; wh_ereas, if I 
had thTO\\ n it any where ~lie at that l 1me, lt had been 
burnt up and defl:ro1 'd. . , 

I carefullv fa\'d the Ears of this Corn, you may be 
fore, in their Seafon, which was about the End of ju,,.e; 
an:, 1::i,~i1~g t.p every Con;i, I r~foh•eJ to f~w thc?1. <1'.l 
~1a~.:, hoping in time to have fomc ~anury fu.thc1ent 

D 
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to fuprly me \\ith Bread; but it was not fril tl-,e 4th Year 
th:1t [ would allow myfelf the leafi: Grain of this_ Corn c_o 
eat, and e1:en th~'n but fparingly, as r lb dl foy a fterwards 
jn its OrJ, r ; for f loft all th~t I fow'd the tir!l: Seafon, by not obfen·in 5 the proper Time; for 1 fow'd itju!l: before the dry Sealon, fo that it ni:ver \'.ame up at all, at 
kaH nut as it would have done : Of which in its Place. 

Befi ies this Darlev, there were, as above, 20 or 30 Stalks of Rice, \\ hi°ch I preferv'd with the fame Care, 
and whofe Ufe was of the fame kind, or to the fa 1n e 
Purpofe; rv ."z. to make me Bread, or rather Food; 
for I found Ways to cook it up without baking, though I did that alfo after forne Time. Bue to return to my Journal. 

I work'd exceffive hard thefe three or four l\1onths, to 
get my Wall done; and the 14th of April I clos'd it up, contriving to go into it, not by a Door, but over a Viall 
by a r adder, that there might be no Sign on the Outfidc of rny Habitation. 

Ap,il 16. l fini/h'd the Ladder: So I went up with 
the Ladder to the Top, and then ou!Pd it up after me, 
and let it down on the In fide: This was a complete I,: . 
clofore to me; for within I had Room enough, and r,o
thing could come at me from without, unlefs it COl,ld firfi: mount my Wall. 

Th~ very next Day after this Wall was finifh\ l, I had almofl: had all my Labour overthrown at once, ~nd m}felf kill'J: The Cafe \\as thus; as I was bufy in the 
Infide of it, behind my Tent, ju!l: in the Entrance into my Cave, I was terribly frighten'd with a mofi dreadfl,l furprifing Thing indeed ; for all on a fudden f found the 
Earth came tumbling down from the Roof of my Cave, 
and from the Edge of the Hill over my H ea d, and two 
of the Pofis I had fet up in the C ,we, crac k'd in a frig htful manner: I was heartily fc- red, but thought no thi n6 of what really was the Caufe ; only thinking that the Top of my Cave \\.as fall,ng in, as fame of it had <!one before, and for fear I fhould be buried in it, I ran for
wards to my Ladder; and, not thinking myfelf fafe there neither, I got over my Wall for frar of the Pie.:es 
of the Hill which I expecled might roll down upon me. l was no fooner fiept down upon the fi rm Ground, but 
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I F bi nly faw it was a terribie Earthquake; for thcG rnun<l 

.i Hood on fhook three times, at about eight Minute~ Dit:

tance, with three fuch Shocks as would have O\'erturn'd 

? he ftrongeH Buiidi11p- that could be fonros'd to have 
i d .. , r. 

l.O.:) uµon the Ean h; and a great Piece of tl1" Top of 

t;1e iZock, which itDc.d abont a half a Mile from me next 

the s~ .. , fr;I down \\·ith foth a terrible Nn1fe, ~s J never 

hc~rd in all my Life: ! perHi1.'d alfo the very Sea wa5 

})Ut into a Yiclrnt i\lloticr. by it; and! believe the Shock-! 

,,.ere firongcr u~der the ''.V: cu thar, c n the Ifhnds. 

I was fo amn'J \vith tr•c 'T iiing iifelf, havina neYcr • 

f: i .... ''k f '' . ' h h d~ 1 .. 
_f',. ,;ie 11 ·e, or di <c•urs c w1cn anv oue·t at :-i , t,1::it , 

\\as like 01 c c1ead or i1 llrdied; ~rd tlv Mor.on of the 

Farth mac.c Ic"Y, •oz,n ·t. {ii..,<:, !ikt> one that" -:s tof~'d c, 

~'ea; b,i. the i\P-i•;: nf tne foiling of rr.e Ro(k awaked 

a:"', 2:; it \H¥r _; , rJ roufir y Hif' fr,·m th'? f'updied C0n 

tlitirn Iv.as ir, fllul 1"'1f ,qrJ. Herr•,,, d I trouoht of 

1otrin!c:cn!u:r1 "'Ilill'alin::ri:. 1 0 1 y'Ient, :ndall 

my H u:Lo:c1 , ·J~, ~•1J b..ini1 Q .:J:l ::.t c,M.c; ,11,J tt.is 
i- I ' • I • I f •- • 

.:.:~-~ n•~ ..,·er; ::0 .. 1, \, '" .. 1re a ieconcl •1mc. 

Af:~r t11e thid 0hock wa, orcr, &nci L felt no more for 
"" • - • 

" ., T l • ", ..,.,-.f" 

iPn,e ll!ne, J uega.n lo taize courage; anc }'~( l n;:.u 1,v. 

J Ii:-art enough to get over my \Vall agair, for fear of be

ing bur:cd alive; but fiill fat upon the Ground, greatly 

cafl: down, and cii fconfolate, not knowing what to do: 

All this while I had not the leafl ferious religious Thought, 

r,o·Ling but the common, Lord, ha-ve lt1ercy upon m~; and 

when i~ was over, that went away too. 
\Vh'Je I fat thus,! found the Air ovrrcafr, ar.d it grew 

doudy, as if it would rain; and, in lefs than haif an 

Hour, it blew a mo!l- dreadful Hurricane of Wind: The 

Sea all on a fudclen co·\•er'd ,,.ith Foam and Froth, the 

Shore \.\as cover'd with the Breach of the Water, the 

Trees were torn up by the Roo~s, and a terrible Storm 

jt was; and chis held about three Hour=, and then began 

to abate ; and then in two Hours more it was calm, and 

began t() rain very hard. 
All this while I fat upon the Ground very much terri• 

ned and dejc.[ted, ~•her- on a fu<lden it came into my 

Thoughts, that thefc \-\"ir.ds and Rain being trc Con

fequence of the Ear:hquakc, the E:nthqu_ake jrfolf \\:iS 

fprnt ar.ci over, and 1 m1grt \en"Jre 11.to my c?..,e 
~~gain · 

., 
" 
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again: With this Thought my Spirits began to revive, 

and the Rain helping r.lfo to perfuade me, I went in. 

and fat me down in my Tent; but the Rain was fo vio

lent, that my Tent was ready to be beaten down with 

it, - and I was forc'd to go into my Cave, though very 

much afraid and uneafy, for fear it ihould fall on my 
Head. . 

This violent Rain forc'd me to a new Work, 'Viz. to 

cut an Hole thro' my new Fortification, like a Sink to let 
the Vil ater go out, which ,yould elfe have dro11:n'd my 
Ca\ e. After I had heen in my Cave f-,me time, and 
found friil no more Shocks of ti~e Ean:hqu:ike fol-!,l\v, I 

began to be more ccmpos'd; and new, to fopport rny 

Spirits, \\ hich indeed ,vante<l it very much, I went to 

my little Store, and took a frna!l Sup of Rnm, which 

howerer I did then and a:ways very fparirgly, knowing 

1 could have no more \Vhen that wac; gone. 
It continued raining ali that Night, and great Part of 

the next Day, fo that I could not ilir abroad; but my 
iv1ind being more compos'd, I began to think of what [ 
had befr to do .; concluding-, that 1f the Ifiand \,\'as iub
jeB: to thefe Earthquakes, ~there would be no living for 

me i-n a Cave, but I mnH: confider of building me fame 

little Hut in an open Place, which I might forround with 
a Wall, as I had done here, and fo make myfelf fccure 
from whild Bcafls or Men ; but concluded, if I fiaid 
where I was, I f110uld certainly, one time or other, be 

buried alive. 
With thefe Thoughts I refolv'd to move my Tent 

from the Pi ace where it frood, which was jafi: under the 

hangin?; Precipice of the Hill, and which, if it ihould 

be !haken again, v,1ould certainly fall upon my Tent: 

And I fpent the two next Days, being the 19th and 20th 

of April, in contriving where and how to remove my 
H ahitation. 
. The fear of being fwallow'd up alive, made me that 

I never flept in Q..:;i--r; and yet the Apprehenfio113 of 
lying abroad without any Fence, were almoft equal to 
it: But fl.ill, when I look'd about, and faw how every 

thing was put in Otder, how pleafantly conceal'd I 

'"as, and how fafe from Danger, it made me loth to 
remove. 
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In the mean time it occurr'd to me, that it would re

quire a vair deal of Time for me to do this, and that I 
muft be contented to run the Venture where l wa~, tiil l 
Lad form'd a Camp for myfelf, and had fecur'd it fo as to 
remove to it: So with this Refolution I compofod myfelf 
for a time, and refoh'd that J would go to work with all 
~peed to build me a \Vall with Piles and Cables, &c. in 
a Cirde, as before, and fet my Tent up in it v. hen it 
w:-is finiili 'a; but that I would ventt1rc to fiay where I was, 
tiil it was fin:fl1'd and fit to rrmove to. This was the z 1 fr. 

Apnf 22. The next Morning 1 beg1n to confider of 
Means to put this RefolH in Execution ; but I was at a 
great Lofs about my Tools; 1 had three large Axes, and 
atundar.ce of Hatchets (for we carried the Hatchets for 
Traffic with the lndiam) but with much chopping and 
cutting knotty hard Wood, they were all full of Notches, 
and ,:luil; and tho' I had a Grindftone, I could not turn it, 
and grind my Tools too: This coft me as much Thought 
as a Sc:Hefman would have befrow'd upon a grand Point 
of Politics, or a Judge upon the Life and Death of a 
M rn. At length I coo 0 riv'd a Wheel with a String to 
turn it with my Foot, that I might have both my Hands 
at Liberty. Ncte, I had not feen any fuch thing in 
E11gland, or at leafi not to take Notice how it was done; 
tho' fince, I have ol:,ferv'd it was very common there ; 
bdidc~ that, my Grindftone was very large and heavy. 
This Machine coft me a full Week's Work to bring it 
to PerfeB:ion. 

April 28, 29. Thefe two whole D,rp I took up in 
grinding my Tools, my Machine for turning my Grind
fl:one performing very well. 

.April 30. Having perceived my Bread had been low 
a great ,vhile, I now took a Survey of it, and reduc'd 
myfelf to one Bifcuit-cake a Day, which made my Heart 
very hea,y. 

A!a·~ J. ·1n the Morning, looking towards the Sea-fide, 
the Tide being low, I faw fomething lie on the Shore 
bjp-ger than ordinary, and it look'd like a Cafk.; when I 
ca~1e to it, I found a fmal1 Barrel, and two or three 
Pieces of the \,Vreck of the Ship, which were dri,,en on 
Shore by the late Hurricane; and looking towards the 
\Vreck itfolf, l Lhought it feem'd to lie higher out of the 

1 Water 
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\Vater than it u(ed to do; I examined the Barrel which 
was driven on Shore, and foon found it was a Barrel of 
Gunpowder, but it had taken Water, and the Powder 
was caked as hard as a Stone: However, I rolled it far
ther on the Shore for the prefent, and went €>0 upon the 
Sands, as near as I could to the W-reck of the Ship, to 
look for more. 

When I came down to the Ship, I found it fl:rangely 
removed. The Forccafile, which lay before buried in 
Sand, was heav'd up at leaft fix Feet; and the Stern, 
\vhich was broken to Pieces, and parted from the re.fl: by 
the Force of the Sea; foon after I had left rummaging of 
her, was tofs'd as it were up, and caft on one Side; and 
the Sand was thrown fo high on that Side next the Stern, 
that ,vhereas there was a great Place of Water before, fo 
that I could not come within a ~arter of a Mile of the 
Wreck without fwimming, I could now walk quite up to 
lier when the Tide was out: I was furpris'd with this at 
firft, but foon concluded it mu.fl be done by the Earth- -
quake; and as by this Violence the Ship was n-ore bro
ken open than formerly, fo many things came daily on 
Shore which the Sea had loofen'd, and which the Winds 
and Water rolled by Degrees to the Land. 

This wholly diverted my Thoughts from the Defign ' 
of removing my Habitation ; and I bufied myfelf mighti
ly, -that Day ef pecially, in fearching whether I could 
make any way into the Ship; but I found nothing was 
to be expected of that kind, for that all the Infide of the 
Ship .was choak'd' up with Sand: However, as I had 
learnt not to defpair of any thing , I refolv'd to pull 
every thing to Pieces that I could of the Ship, conclud
ing that every thing .1 could get from her would be of 
fome Ufe or other to me. 

J\.fay 3. I began with my Saw, anJ cut a Piece of a 
Beam through, which I thought held f )me of the upper 
Part, or ~arter-dtck, together; and when I had cut it 
thro', I clcar'd. away the Sand as weH as I could, from 
the Side which lay highefl:: But the Tide coming in, I , 
was obliged to give ove r for that Tjme. 

May 4. I went a fifhing, but caught not one Fi{h that 
I duril: eat of, till I wa. weary of my Sport, when, jufi: 
going to IeaH qff, I caught a young Dolphin , I had 
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made me a long Line of fome Rope-yam, but I had no 

?oaks; yet I frequently cat~ght Fifh enough, as much 

as I cared to eat; all whicn l dry'd in the Sun, and eat 

them dry. · 
]day s. \Vork'd on the \Vreck, cut another Beam afun

<ler, .::.nd brought three great Fire-planks off from the 

Decks, which I titd together, and made fwim on Shore 

when the Tide of Fiood came on. 
lvlny 6. Work'd on the \Vreck, got feveral Iron-Bolts 

out of her, and other Pieces of Iron-work; wotk'd very 

hard, and came home very mu:h tir'd, and had Thoughts 

of giving it O\'Cr. 

Ma_, 7. Went to the \V1cck ag:1in, but with an Intent 

not to work; but found the \V eight of the vVreck had 

broken itfelf down, the Beams being cut, that feveral 

Pieces of the Ship {eem'ci to lie loofe, and the Infide of 

the Hnld lay fo open, that I could fee into it, but almoft 

full of \Vatcr and Sa1:d. 
lltf ay 8. \Vent to the VV reek, and carry'd an Iron Crow 

-to wrench up the Deck, \\ hich lay now quite clear of 

the Water or Sand: I wrench \l open two Planks, and 

brou~ht them en Shore alfo with the Tide: I left the 

Iron "crow in the Vlreck for the next Dav . 
. fl/lay 9. Vlent ~o the Wreck, ;rnd w:th ·the Crow made 

way into the Body of tr.e Wreck, and felt fever::d Cafk.s, 

and loofen'd them with the Crow, but could not break 

them up; I felt 2lfo a Roll of Englifo Lead, and could 

ftir it, but it was too hta\'y to move. 
lvl.ay 10, i 1, ! z, 13, 14. Went every Day to the\.Vreck, 

and got a great deal of Pieces of Timber and Bo::irds, or 

Pfanks, and 2 or 
1
300 Weight of l ron. 

lifa_v 1 5. I carried two Hatchets to try if I could not 

cut a Piece l'ff the Roll cf Lead, by placing the Edge 

<'f one Hate he,, ,rn.J driv:1 ~ it with the other; but as j~ 

lay abcut ~ Foot ar,C.: :rn h:l1f in the V/ater, 1 could not 

rnr.kc ar:y B!nw to rkvc the Hatchet. 
Mr.y 16. It had biow'u he1rd in the Night, :?nd the 

\V ff ck ap ,Jear',:l more broken by the Force of tl.e \Vat er; 

hut [ f•:.:id r, :0:-lg in the 'vVooqs [O get Pigeons for ·'cod, 

d1,t the Tide rre-venteJ •r.c guinn to the\\7rcck d-"1tD,1y. 

'!','t,}' •7. i (1, 1 r\.mt' P ~ :t cf the Wreck b!u'.1.n on 

0l.,·1L ,,ta gru.t D1;!.,mc, twJ f :·:c~ {,ff me, but refolv'd 
to 

,' 
"' 

., 
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to fee what they were, and found it was a Piece of the 
Head, but too heary for me to bnng away. 

klo.r 2+. Every Day to this Day I work'd on the 
\V reek, and with hard Lab,>ur I loofen'd fame Things 
fo much with the Crow, that the firft flowing Tide feveral 
Cafks floated out, and two of the Seamen's Chefts : But 
the Wind blowing from the Shore, nothing came to Land 
that Day but Pieces of Timber, and an Hogfhead which. 
had fome BrP.jil Pork in it, but the falc Water and the 
Sand had fpoil'd it. 

I continued this Work every Day to the I 5th of June, 
except the Time neceffary to get Food, which I always 
appointed, during this Part of my Employment, to be 
when the Tide was up, that I might be ready when it 
was ebbed out; and by chis Time I had gotten Timber 
and Plank, and Iron-work enough to have built a good 
Boat, if f had known how; and alfo [ got at fe\'eral Times, 
and in feveral Piece:i, near I oo ·weight of the Sheet-Lead. 

'June 16. Going down to the Sea-fide, I found a large 
Tortoife or Turtle; this was the firfi: I had feen, which, 
fr feems, was or.ly my Misfortune, not any Defecr of the 
Place, or Scarcity; for had 1 happen'd to be on the other 
S}de of the Iiland, I might have had Hundreds of them 
every Day, as I fou1ai afterwards; but perhaps h1d p~id. 
clear enough for them. 

J,1,1e 17. I fpent in cooking the Turtle: I found in 
her threcfco;e Eggs ; and her Fidh "vas to me a~ tbac 
Time tr.e moll favoury and plcafan, that ever I tailed in 
my Life, h:-:ving had no F1e(h put of Goats an<l Fowls, 
fince I landed in this horribie Place. 

June 18. lbin'd all the D2y, and I Haid \Vithin. l 
tl.o~g'it at this Time t1ie Rain fcl_t cold, and I was fo.ne
thing chil-:y, wi,iclt; knew was not ufoal in that Latitude. 

Ju1Je 19. Very ill, and fotvering, as if the \Veather 
h .. d been cold. 

J ,,ie 20. No Rell all Night; violent Pains in my 
Ile id, and feverilb. 

7,i,1: z 1. Very ill~ frighted almofl: to Death with the 
Apprehenfions of my fad Con<lition, to be fick, and no 
f! ... lp : Pray'J to Goel for the firfl: Time fince the Storm. 
off of 11:d!, but fcarcc kne).v ,vhat I faid, or why; my 
'I houghts being all confus'cl. 
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June 2 2. A little better, but under dreadful Appre
llenfions of Sicknefs. 

June 23. Very bad again; cold and fuivering, and 
then a violent He.,d-ach. 

7une 24. Much better. 
June 25. An Ague very violent; the Fit held me fe

ven Hours, cold Fit and hot, with faint Sweats after it. 
June 26. Better; and having no Vicluals to eat, took 

my Gun, but found myfelf very weak; however I kill'd 
a She-Goat, and with much Difficulry got it home, and 
broil'd fome of it, and eat; I would fain have fl:ew'd it, 
and made fome Broth, but had no Pot. 

June 27. The Ague again fo violent, that I lay a B~d 
a1l Day, and neither eat nor drank. I was ready to pe
rifh for Thirfr, but fo weak, I had no Strength to fiand 
up, or to get myfelf any Water to drink; pray'd to God 
again, but was light-headed ; and when· I was not, I 
was fo ignorant that I knew not what to fay; only T lay 
"n<l cry'd, Lord, loo.~ upon me; Lord, pi~y me; Lard have 
ftferc.,v upon me: I foppofe I did nothing elfc for two or 
three Hours, till the Fit wearing off, I fell afleep, and 
<lid not awake till far in the Night. When 1 awak'd> 
1 found myfelf much refrefh'd but weak, and exceed
ingly thirfty; however, as I had no Water in my whole 
Habitation, I was forc'd to lie till Morning, and went 
to fleep again: 1n thh fecond Sleep I had this terrible 
Dream. 

I thought, that I was fitting on tbe Ground on the 
Outfide of my \Vall, where l fat when the Storm blew 
after the Earthquake, and that I faw a Man defcend from 
a Preat black Cl,:)U d, in a bright Flame of Fire, and 
light upon the Ground : He was all over as bright as a 
Flame, fo that I could but j ufl: bear to look towards him ; 
h is Countenance was moll inexprefiibly dreadful, impoffi
ble for \Vords to defcribe; when he Hepp'd UfOn the 
Ground with his Feet, I thought t 'i t' Earth trembled, jull 
as it had done before in the E.1rthquakt: and all the 
Air look'd, to my Apprehenfion, as if it had been 
£ll'd with Flafhes of Fi re. 
· He was no fooner landed upon the Earth, but he 

mov'd forwards towards me, with a long Spe?.r or Wea
pon in his Hand to kill m~; ar.J when he came to i1 

rilir.g 
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rifing Ground, at fome Difl:ance, he fpoke to me, or I 
heard a Voice fo terrible, that it is impoffible to exprefs 
the Terror of it; all that I can fay I underfi:ood, was 
this, Seeing all thefe rJ'hings hftcve not brought thee to Repent
ance, now thou Jhalt die. At which Words, I thought he 
lifted up the Spear that was in his Hand to kill me. 

No one that fuall ever read this Account, will expeB: 
that I iliouid be able to def cribe the Horrors of my Soul 
at this terrible Vifion; I mean, that even while it was a 
Dream, I even dream'd of chofe Horrors; nor is it any 
more poffible to defcribe the Impreffion that remain'd. 
upon my Mind, when I awak'd, and found it was but a 
Dream. 

I had, alas ! no divine Knowledge; what I had re
ceiv'd by the good Infrruclion of my Father, was then 
worn out by an uninterrupted Series, for eight Years, of 
eea-faringWickednefs, and a conftant Converfation with 
none but foch as were like myfelf, wicked and profane 
to the laft Degree: I do not remember, that I had in all 
that Time one Thought that fo much as tended either to 
looking upwards towards God, or inwards towards a Re
flection upon my own Ways: But a certain Stupidity of 
Soul, without Defire of Good, or Confcience of Evil, 
had entirely overwhelm'd me, and I was all that the molt 
harden'd, unthinking, wicked Creature among our com
mon Sailors can be fuppos'd to be, not having the Jeafi: 
Senfe of the Fear of God in Dangers, or of Thankfulnefs 
to God io Deliverances. 

In-the relating what is already paft of my Story, this 
will be the more eafily believ'd, when I £hall add, that 
thro' all the Variety of Miferies that had to this Day 
befallen me, I never had fo much as one Thought of its 
being the Hand of God, or that it was ajuft Punifhment 
for my Sins, my rebellious Behaviour againft my Father, 
or my prefent Sins, which were great; or fo much as a 
Punifhment for the general Courfe of my wicked Life. 
When I was on the defperate Expedition on the defart 
Shores of Africa, l never had fo much as one Thought 
of w-hat would become of me, or one Wj{h to God to 
direcl: me whither I fhould go, or to keep me from the 
Danger which app::uantly furrounded me, as well from 
voraci,rns Creatures, as cruel Savages: But I was 

merely 
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nn:rely thoughtlefs of God, or a Providence; I acted 

like a mere Brute, from the Princi~les of Nature, and 

by the Dictates of common Scnte only, and indeed hard-

ly that. 
\-Vhen I w:is deliver'd and taker,i up at Sea by the Por-

tugal Captain, well ufed, and dealt juftly and honourahly 

with, as well as charitably, I had not the lea ft Thank

folnefs in my Thoughts: \Vhen again I was fhipwreck'd, 

ruin'd, and in Danger of drowning on this Hland, I was 

as far from Remor(e, or looking on it as a Judgment ; I 

only taid to m 1 felf often, that I was an unfortunate Dog, 

and born to be always rniferable. 
It is true, w'-en I got on Shore fid1: here, and found all 

my Ship's Crew c.rown'd, and my(elf fpared, I was for

pris'd with a kind of Exta(y, and fame Tranfports of 

Soul, which, had the Grace of God affifted, might have 

came up to true ~hankfulnefs ; but it ended where it be

gan, in a mere common Flight of Joy ; or, as I may fay, 

heing glad I <i,t..:as afi,,:e, without the leail Refleclion upon 

the diil:ing ui<hing Goodnefs of the Hand \vhich had pre

ferv'd me, and Lad fingled me out to be preferv'd, when 

all the rcfr were defl:roy'd; or an Inquiry why Providence 

}1ad been thus mcrcifnl to me; evenjufi the fame common 

Sort of Joy which Seamen generally have, after they have 

got fafr afhore from a Shipwreck, whid1 they drown all 

jn the next Bowl of Punch, and forget almoft as foon as 

it is ove_r; and all the reft of my Life was like it. 
Even when 1 was afterwards, on due Confidcration, 

made fcnfible of my" Condition, how I was can on this 

dreadful Place, out of the Reach of human Kincl, out 

of all Hope of Relief, or Pr )lpdt of Reclemption, ,.;:; 

foon as I faw a Probability of living, and that I fl1ould 

not fiarvc and perifh for l fonger, di the Srnfr r f my Af

Hic\.ion wore off, and I began co be vuy e::.fy, app1y'd 

my(clf to the \1\,'orkc: prop:r fc r my Preferv,ttior. a11u Sup

ply, and was for enough from beir.g affi•cted at my Con

dition, as a J udgmer.t from I-Iea\ rn, or as the Band of 

God againft me: T hde were 'f hou 6hts which very fel-

<lom cnter'd into my Head. 
The growing up of t!.e Co1 n, as i:s hinted in my Jour-

n'tl, had at firil fome !ittlc lofluence :.ipon me, ;,n<l be

gan to- affcEt me with Serioufnel:i, a:; lvng as I thougr:L 
1: 

F' 
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h had fomething miraculous in it; but as foon as ever 
that Part of Thought was rem01.'d, all the Impreffion 
,vhich was rais'd from it wore off alfo, as I have noted 
already'. · 

Even the Earthquake, tho'notring could be more ter
rible in it5 i-J arnre, or more irnmedi,uely direcl:ing to the 
invifible Power, which alone direcl:s fuch Things; yet no 
fooner was the firft Fright over, but the Impreffion it had 
made \\ent off alfo. I had no more Senfe of God, or 
his Judgment, much lefs of the prefent Affiicl:ion of my 
CircurnUances being from his Hand, than if I had been 
in the moft prof perous Conditic 1 of Life. 

But now when I began to be fiek, and a leifurely View 
of the M.i(eries of De..i.th came to place itfelf before me ; 
when my Spirits began to fink under the Burden of a 
£hong Di!l:emper, and Nature was exhaufted with the 
Violence of the Fever; Confcience, that had flept fo 
long, began to awake, and I began to reproach myfelf 
with my pall Life, in "' hich I had fo evidently, hy un
common \Vickednl'fs, provok'd the Juil:ice of God to lay 
me under uncommon Strokes, and to deal with me in fo 
vindictive a Manner. 

There Reflecl:ions opprefs'd ~e from the fecond or 
thid Day of my Difl:emper, and in a Violence, as well 
of the Fever as of the dreadful Reproaches of my Con
fcicnce, extorted fame Words from me, like praying to 
God, tho' I cannot fay they were either a Prayer attend
ed with Defirl's, or with H0pes ; it was rather the Voice 
of mere Fright and Di(hefs; my Thoughts were con
fus'd, ~he Convictions gre:u upon my Mind, and the 
Horror of dying in foch a miferabie Condition, rais'd Va
pours into my He::id with the mere flpprehenfions; and, 
in thefc Hurries of my Soul, I knew not what my Tongue 
might exp refs: But it was rather Excla,nation, fu ~has, 
Lord! w11::it a mill:rable Creature am I t If I ihou1d be 
fi ck, I fltall certainly die for ,vant of Help, and what 
will become of me i Then the Tears buric out of my 
Eyes, and I cculd f,1y no more a good while. 

In· this lnterval, the good Advice of my Father came 
to my Mind, and prcfently his Prediction, which I men
tioned in the Deginning of this Story; viz. Cf'hat if I did 
1ak: :hiJ f o'.lliJh Sttp, God •1.1.:ozdd not blifi me, ,ind I r;.,1.:ould 

hau 
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ha<ve Lei/ure herwfter to rejlecl upon ha-vmg neglefled his 
Counfel, cz,v.btn there might be none toaj}i.fl me in m;1 Reco•very. 
Now, faid I aloud, my dear Father's Words are come 
to pafs: God's Juflice has overtaken me, and I have none 
to help or hear me : I rejecl:ed the Voice of Providence, 
which had mercifully put me in a Pofture or Station of 
Life wherein I might have been happy and eafy; but I 
would neither fee it myfelf, nor le.:i.rn to know the Blef
ii.ng of it from my Parents ; I left them to mourn over my 
Folly, and now I am left to mourn under the Confequen
ces of it: I refufed their Help and Affiftance, who would 
:have lifted me into the r..Vorld, and would have made 
every thing eafy to me; and now I have Difficulties to 
ftruggle with, too great for even Nature itfelf to fup
port, and no Affiftance, no Help, no Comfort, no Ad
vice. Then I cried out, Lard, he 111:J Help, for I am in 
great Diflre/s. 

This was the fide Prayer, if I might call it fo, that I 
had made for many Years. But I return to my Journal. 

June 28. Having been fomewhat refreihed with the 
Sleep 1 had had, and the Fit being entirely off, I got up ; 
and tho' the Fright and Terror of my Dream was verr 
great, yet I confider'd, that the Fit of the Ague would 
return again the next Day, and now was my Time to 
get fomething to refrefh -and fupport myfelf when I ihould 
be ill; and the firft Thing l did, l fill'd a large fquare Cafe 
Bottle with Water, and fet it upon my Table, in Reach. 
of my Bed; aad to take off the Chill or agui!h Difpo
fit10n of the Water, I put about a ~arter of a Pint of 
Rum into it, 2nd mixed them together; then I got me 
a Piece of the Goat's .Fldh, and broil'd it on the Coals, 
but could eat very litt! E ; I walked about,. but was -very 
weak, and with;.), very fad and heavy-hearted in the 
Senfe of my miferable Conc:1ition, ~reading the Return 
cf my Diftemper the next Day; at Night [ made my 
Supper of three of the '.i,urtle's Eggs, which I roafted 
in the ;\ {hes, a r.J cat, as we C?

1

, it, in the Shell; and 
t his was , he firi~ Bit of Me:lt I had ever afk'd God's 
Bleili r.g to , even, ~s I could ri:.member, in my whole 
Life. 

Aft er I r ad eaten, I t1_y'd to walk; but found myfelf fo 
wc::.k, th at I could na rdly carry the Gu:i (for I never went 

x o~t 
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out without that ;) fo I went Ollt but a little Way, and 
fat down upon the Ground, looking out upon the Sea, 
which was j ufl: before me, and very calm and fmooth. 
As I fac here, fame Thoughts, fuch as thefe, occurred 
to me. 

What i~ the Earth and Sea, of which I have feen fo 
much? Whence is it produc'd? And what am I, and 
all the other Creatures, wild and tame, human and bru
tal, whence are we ? 

Sure we are all made by fome fecret Power, who 
forrn'd the Earth and Sea, the Air and Sky; and who i-s 
that? 

Then it follow'd, moft naturally; It is God that ha, 
,n18de it all: Well, but then it came on fhongty; if God 
has made all thefe Things, he guides and governs them 
all, and all Things that concern them; for the Being 
that could make all Things, muft certainly have Power 
to guide and direct them. 

If fo, nothing can happen in the great Circuit of his 
Works, either without his Knowledge or Appointment. 

And if nothing happens wichout his Knowledge, he 
knows that I am here, and am in a dreadful Condition ; 
and if nothing happens without his Appointment, he has 
appointed all this to befal me. 

Nothing occurr'd to my Thoughts to contradict any 
of thefe Conclufions ; and therefore it refted upon me 
with the greater Force, that it muft needs be, that God 
had appointed all this to befal me; that I was brought 
to this rniferable Circumftance by his DireEtion, he 
having the fole Power, not of me only, but of every 
thing that happen'd in the World. Immediately it fol
lowed, 

1//~y has God done this to me? What hacr.,•e I done to be 
thus ufad? 

My Confcience prefently check'd me in that Inquiry~ 
as if I had blaf phemed; and methought it fpoke to me 
like a Voice; f/7 RE 7 CH! dofl thou ajk ,z,vhat thou haft 
done? Look back upo . ., dreadf~I mif-fpent Life, and afk 
thyfelf what thou hafi not done? ADc, Why is it that thou 
c-._vert not long ag1 dejlroy' d? Why wert thou not drown' d i11 
Yarmouth Roads? Killed in the Fight ru.:hcn the Ship ".»as 
takm by the Salle Man of War? De-11Mred bJ the wild 

Beajls 
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Ecajls ~f the Coa_(i if Africa? Or, droc-c1.m'd HERE, •v.:l.mt 

-all theCrc•w perijh'd hut t~r.felf? Doft thou afk, What harve 

I dr;ne. 
I wa. fir~ck dumb with thefe Reflcltions a:; one afio~ 

nifbed, and hacl not a \Vord to fay, n0, notto_anfwer to 

myfelf; but rofe up penfi\·e and fad, walk'd back to my 
Retreat, and went up over my \Vall, as if I had been 

going to Bed; but my Thoughts were fadly diHurb'd, 

~nd I had nor nclinaticn to :/1eep; fo I fat down in niy 

Chair, and lighted my Lamp, for it began to be dark. 

Now, as the Apprehcnfions of the Return of my Dif

ternper terrified me very ml'ch, it occur'd tomy Thought, 

that the Braflliam take no Phyfic but their Tobacco, for 

~imoH: all Diftempers; and I had a Piece of a Roll of 

Tobacco in one of the Chdh, which was quite cured, 

.and fome a:fo that was green, and nc;t qu1te cured. 

J went directed by Heaven, r;o doubt! for in this 

Chell I found a Cure both for Soul and Body; I opened 

the Chd1, and fourd what I look'd for, <Viz. the 'fo .. 

bacco; and as the few Books I had fav'd lay there too, 

1 took out one of the Bibles which I mentioned before, 

and which, to this Time, I had not found Leif ure, or 

fo much ;is Inclination, to look into; I fay I took it 

out, and brought both that and the Tobacco with me to 

the Table. 
\Vhat Ufe to make of the Tobacco I knew not, as to 

my Diftemper, or whether it w .. s good for it or no; but 

I try'd feveral Expedments with it, as if I wa5 refolv'd 

it fuould hit one wav or other: 1 firfl: took a Piece of a 

Leaf, and chew'd i~ in my Month, which indeed at fid1: 

almoft H:upefied my Brain, the Tobacco being green and 

firong, and that I had not been much ns'd to it; then I 

took fome, ar.d ilrep'd it a:-i Honr ~ir two in Rum, and 

refolv'd to take a Dofe of i: ._._ J-,,·n I Jay down ; and lafi

ly, I burnt fome upo1; a Par. o! Coals 'and held my Nofe 

clofr ovc.-r t:1c S:r:r,ke of it, as lo rig a• I could bear it, ac; 

well for the Heat as the \'ir~ue of i,, and T hcl d al moft 

to Suffoc:nion. 
In the Interval of thi~ 0;-eration I took up the Bibie, 

and began t0 re2d ; but my Head wa~ too much difiur, -

cd with the Tei b:i,. co to henr Rearii rg, at ]e.i ft 2 t that 

Time; only havi!1g open'd the Book caiually, the firll: 
· Nordfi. 

'I 
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'\Vords that occllrred to me were thefe, Cal! on me in the D aJ 
cf T'rozJlr:, end 1 ,v.:z!l deliver, and thou Jhalt glorify me. 

The Words were very apt to my Cafe, and made 
fame Impref!ion upon my Thoughts at the Time of read
ing them, tho' not fo much as they did afterwards ; for 
as for being ,~e.i\ered, the Word had no Sound, as 1 
maJJa_y, to me; the Thing was fo remote, fo impoffible 
in m_ \pprchen:fion of Things, that I began to fay as 
th° Crildren of I/rad did, when they were promifed 
F 1i t-J ear, Can God fpread a Cf' able in the Wildernefs? 
f o I began to fay, Can God himfelf deliver me from 
,his Place? And as it was not for many Years that any 
Hl)pe appeared, this prevailed very often upon my 
T110ughts: Bue however, the Words made a very great 
Jmprtffion upon me, and I rnufed upon them very often. 
Jt grew now late, and the Tobacco had, as I faid, dozed 
n1y B t ad (o much, that I inclined to :Oeep; fo Tleft my 
LJrnp burning in the Ca\'e, leil I fhould want any thing 
in tl.e Night, and went to Bed; but before I lay down, 
I did what I never had done in all my Life, I kneeled 
down an<l prayed to God to fulfil the Promife to me, that 
jf I called upon him in the Day of Trouble, he would 
deliver me: After my broken and imperfeB: Prayer was 
over, I drank the Rum in which I had fieeped the To
bacc:o, which wa.:5 fo ftrong and rank of the Tobacco, 
that indeed I could fcarce get it down. Immediately 
upon this I went to Bed, and I found prcfently it flew 
~p into my Head violently; but I fell into a found Sleep, 
and waked no more, till by the Sun it muft neceifarily 
be near Three o'Clock in the Afternoon the next Day ; 
nay, to this Hour I am partly of the Opinion, that I 
flept all the next Day and Night, and till almoft Three 
the Day after ; for otherwife 1 knew not how I fhould 
lofe a Day out of my Reck0ning in the Days of the 
·week, as it appeared fame Yc:irs after I had done; for. 
if I had loft it by croffing and re croffing the Line, I 
fhould have loll more than a Dav; but in mv Account, it 
was loft, and I never knew which way. · 

Be that however one way or other, wheri I awaked, 
I found m,·fdf cxceesirglv rcfre!hed, and my Spirits. 
Urely and chearful; when 1 got up, I was ihonger th:rn 
J was the D.:?y l;>cfprc, and wy Stomach better; for I 

WM, 
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was hungry; and, in fhort, I had no Fit the next Day·,. 
but continued much altered for the beLter: Thi5 was the 
29th. 

The 30th was my well Day of eourfe, aP.d I went 
abroad with my Gun, but did not care to travel too 
far: I kill'd a Sea- Fowl or two, fomething like a Brand 
Goofe, and brought them home, but was not very for
ward to eat them; fo I eat fame more of the Turtle's 
Eggs, which were very good: This E\·ening I renewed 
the Medicine which l had fuppofod did me good the 
Day before, "Viz. the Tobacco fieeped in Rum ; only I 
oid not take fo much as before, nor did I chew any of the 
Leaf, or Hold my Head over the Smoke; ho,, ever, I was 
tJOt fo well the next Day, whiLh was the I ft of ]uly, as I 
hoped I fhould have been; for I had a little Spice of the 
cold Fit, but it was not much. 

July 2. I renew'd the Medidne all the three ways,. 
and dozed myfelf with it as at firft, and doubled the 
~antity which I drank. 

July 3. I mifs'd the Fit for good and all, though I did 
11ot recover my foll Strength for fame Weeks after. 
While I was thus gathering Strength, my Thoughts ran 
exceedingly upon this Scripture, I ttvill deli'Ver thee; and 
the Impoflibility of my Deliverance lay much upon my 
Mind, in Bar of my ever expecling it : But as I was 
cli(couraging myfelf with fuch Thoughts, It occurr'd to 
my Mind, that I pored fo much upon my Deliverance 
from the main Affiittion, that I difregarded the De
liverance I had received; and I was, as it were, made 
to a!k myfelf foch ~eftions as there; 'Viz. Have 1 not 
been delivered, and wonderfully too, from Sickne(s? 
From the rnoft difirefs'd Condition that could be, and 
that was fo frightful to me? And what Notice had I 
taken of it? Had I done my Part? God hod deli'Vered 
me: But I had not glorified him: That is to fay, I had 
not•own'd and been thankful for that as a Deliverance; 
and how could I e~peft greater Deliverance? 

This touched my Heart very much, and immediate! y 
I knee1ed down, and ga\·e God Thanks aloud, for my 
Recovery from my Sicknefs. 

July 4. In the Morning I took the Bible; and, begin
lling at the New Teftament, I began ferioufly to read 

it, 

it, l 
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"it, and impofed upon m yfelf to read a while every Morning and every Night, not tying myfelf to the Number of Chapters, but as long as my Thoughts fhould engage me: .le wa~ not long after I fet fcrioufly to this Work, but I found my Heart more deeply and fincerely affetl:ed with the Wi,kcdnefs of my paft Life: The Impreffion of my Dream reviv'd, and the Words, 
.All the.fe thi"g, ha<Ve not brought thee to Repentance, ran ferioufly in my Thoughts: 1 was earneftly begging of God to give me Repentance, when it happen 'd providentially the very Day, that, reading the Scrpture, I came to thefe Words, He iJ exalted a Prince, and a Sa
'Viour, to gi•·ve Repentance, and to gi•ve Remij/ion: I threw down the Book, and with my Heart as well as my Hand lifted up to Heaven, in a kind of Ex11afy of Joy, I cried out aloud, Jefa.s, thou Son if David, 'Jefus, thou exalted P, ince and Sa,vi01:r, give me Repe1rtance ! 

This was the firil time that 1 could fay in the true Senfe of the Words, that I pr.iyed in all my Life; for Dow I prayed with a Senfe of my Condition, and with a true Scripture View of Hope, founded on the Encouragement of the Word of.God; and from this time, I may fay, I began to have Hope that God would hear me. 
Noh I began to conftr12e the Words mentioned above, Call on me, and I will d /i-.;er thee, in a different Senfe from \\.hat I had ever done before; for then I had no Notion of any thing being cal:ed Deliverance, but my be.ing delivered from the Capi\·ity I was ir.; for though I ·was indeed at large in the Place, yt>t the I fl-ancf'wc1s certainly a Prifon to me, and that in the worfl: Senfe in the \Vorld; but now I learned to take it in aEother Senfe. Now I l0ok 'd back upon my pall: Life with fuch Horror, and my Sins appeared {o dieadfol, that my Soul fought nothing of God, but Deliverance from the Load of Guile that bore down all my Comfort. As for my folitary Life, it was nothing; I did not fo much as pray to be delivered from it, or think of it; it was al! of no Confidcr:'.ltion in (omparifon of this ; and l added this Part here, to hint to whoe\.'l'r tball read it, that whenev• r thl'y come co a true Senfe or Things, th ey will find Ddiven,nce from Sin a muth greater Bld!.ing, than Deli ver.ince from AttLclion. 

Bur, 
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But, leaving this Part, I return to my Journal. 

My Condition began now to be, tho' not lefs mifer

able as to my Way of living, ) et much eafier to my 

Mind; and my Thoughts being directed, by a conflant 

reading the Scripture, and praying to God, to Things 

of a higher Nature, I had a great deal of Comfort within, 

which till now I knew nothirg of: Alfo as my Health 

and Strength returned, I befiirred myfelf to forni{h my

felf with every thing that I wanted, and make my V-iay of 

living af, regular as I could. 
From the 4th of Ju(y to the 14th, I was chiefly em

ployed in walking a bout with my Gun in my Hand a little 

and a little at a time, as a Man that was gatherino- up hi8 

Strength after a Fit of Sicknefs; for it is hardly to be 

imagined, how low I was, and to what W caknefs I w, s 

reduced. The Application which I made ufe of, wa-s per

fectly new, and perhaps what had ne,•er cured an Ague be

fore; neither can I recommend it w any one to practife, by 

this Expe1 iment; and tho: it did carry off the Fit, yet it 

rather contributed to weaken me; for I had frequent 

Con vulfions in my Nerves and Limbs for fome time. 

I learnt from it a!fo this in particular, that being 

abroad in the rainy Seafon, was the mofl pernicious 

thing to my Health that cou1d be, efpecia!ly in thofc 

Rains which came attended with Storm .. and Hurric.rnes 

of Wind; for as the Rain which came in a dry Se.1fon, 

was always rnofi ~ccompaineci vith foch Storms, fo [ 

found this Rain was much more dangerou:. than the Rai.n 

which fell in Septer:ber and O.;tober. 
1 had been now in this unhappy JJ1:rnd .: ove 1 e 

1\/Ionths; all Poffibility of Deliverance from this Condi

tion feem'd to be entirely taken frcm me; and I firmly 

believed, that no hnman Shape had ever fet Foot upon 

that Place. Having now fecured my Habitation, as 1 

thought, fully to my Mind, I had a great Defirc to 

make a rno:-e perfect Difcovery of the Ifland, and to fre 

wLat other Pro2t.Etions I might fir.d, which yet I knew 

nothing of. 
It was the I 5th of 

particular Su1vcy of 

Ju{y that l began to take a more 

the lfland itfrlf; I went up the 
Creek 

C: 
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Creek firi1, w,here, as I hinted, I brought my Rafts on 

Shore. I found, after I came about two Miles up, that 

the Tide did not flow any higher, and that it was no 

more than a little Brook of running Water, and very frefh. 

and good; but this being the dry Seafon, there was hardly 

any \Yater in fome Parts of it, at leaft not enough to run 

into any Stream, fo as it could be perceived. 

On the Bank of this Brook I found many pleafant . 

Sa-vanna's or Meadows, plain, fmooth, and covered with 

Grafs; and on the rifing Parts of them next to the 

higher Grounds, where the Water, as it might be fup

pafed, never ove.·rlowed, I found a great deal of To

bocco, green, and growing to a great and very ftrong 

Stalk: There were divers other Plants which I had no 

Notion of, er Underftanding about; and might per

haps have Vii ·:.ies of their own, which I could not find 

our. 
I fearche<l for t!1e Cr.ffa•va Root, which the Indians 

in all that Climate make their Bread of, but I col11d 

find none. I faw : :sge Plants of Aloes, but did not 

then undedl:and them: 1 faw frveral Sugar-canes, but 

\\ ild. and, for want of Cultivation, imp~detl:. I con

tented nnfelf with thefe Di(coveries for this time, aod 

came ba~k mufing with myfclf what Courfe I might 

take to know tht! Virtue and Goodnefs of any of ttc 

Fruits or P1rnts , ,hich I {hould <li[cover, but could 

bring it to no Con::~..1f!on; for, io ihort, I had made fo 

little Obfervation \i.-biie I was in the Brajils, th .t I 

knew litcle of the Pl:rnts of the Field, at leaH- Vt'ry 

little that might ferve me to any Purpofe, now in my 

Diil:refs. 
The next Day, the 16th, I went up the fame Vlay 

again; and, after going fomething farther than I had 

done the Day before, l found the Brook and the Sa

q;am:a's began to ceafe, and in the Country became more 

woodv than before. In this Part l four.cl difterent Fruits, 

and ·particularly I found Melons up n the Ground 

in. great Abundan.:e, and Grapes upo1. he Trees ; 

the Vines had f pre ad indeed over the 1 rt.t. . and the 

Clufters of Grapes were juft now 1n their P 1 11e, very 

ripe and rich. This was a furprifir.g Difcovuy, and I 

wa~ exceeding glad of them, but I was warned by 
my 
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rny Experience to eat fparingly of them, rememberin,,., 

that when I was afhore in Bar6arJ·, the eating of Grap:s 

killed feveral of our E11_gl1jhmen who were Slaves there, 

by throwing them into Flu~es and Fevers: But I found 

an excellent Ufe for thefe Grapes, and that was to cure 

or dry them in the Sun, and keep them as dry'd Grape.! 

or Raifins are kept, which I thought wonld be, as in

deed they were, as wholefome, and as agreable to eat, 

when no Grapes might be had. 
I fpent all that Evening there, and went not back to 

my Habitation, which by the way \\as thefirfi Night, as 

I might fay, I had lain from home. In the Night I took 

rny firft Contrivance, and got up into a Tree, where I 

flept well, and the next Morning proceeded upon my Dif

covery, travelling near four Miles, as I might judge by 
the Length of the Valley, keeping flill due North, \vith a 
Ridge of Hills on the South and North Side of me. 

At the End of this March l came to an Opening, where 

the Country feem'd to defcend to the \Veft; and a little 

Spring of frefh Water, ,1,,hich iffoed ou_t of the Side of 

the Hill by me, ran the other Way, that 1~, due Eaft; and 

the Country appeared fo fre!h, fo green, fo flouri!hing, 

every thing being in a confiant Verdure or Flourifh of 

Spring, that it look 'd like a planted Garden. 
I defcended a little on the Side of that delicious Valley, 

furveying it with a fecret kind of Pleafure (though 

mix.'d with other affiifting Thoughts) to think that 

this was all my own, that 1 was King and Lord of all 

this Country indefeafibly, and had a Right of Poffeilion; 

and if I could convey it, I might han; Jt in Inheritance, 

as completely as any Lord of a Manor in E11gln11d. I 

faw here abundance of Cocoa-trees, Orange and Lemon, 

and Citron- trees; but all wild, and few bearing :iny 

Fruit; at ]eafl:, not then: However, the green L_imcs 

that I gathered, were not only pleafant to eat, but \'ery 

whokfome; and I mixed their Juice afterwards with 

\'Vater, \\ hich madl! it very wholefome, and very cool 

and refrefhing. 
I found now I had Bufinefs enough, to gather and carry 

home; and refolv'd to lay up a Store, as well of Grape~ 

as Limes and Lemons, to furnifh myfelf for the wee Sea

fon, which I knew wa£ approaching. fa 

I, 
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In order to do this f, gathered a great He,ip of Grapes 

fo one Place, and a lelkr Heap in another Place, anci a 
great Parcel of Limes and Lemons in ano.her P'3ce; and 
taking a few of each wirh me, I tra\'elled h, IT}eward, 
and refolved to come again, and b, ing a B.,g or Sack, or 
what I c,)uld make, to carr} the reH home. 

Accordingly, hadng fpent three Day:; ·11 this Jr,urney, 
I came home (fo I mulr row rail my Td:r and my 
Cave;) but before I got t:ii her, th~ Grapes we1e fpoi:'d; 
the Richnefs of the Fruit, and the vv'eight of the Jui e, 
having broken them, and bruifed them, they \vtrc f!Ovd 
for little or nothing; as to the Limes, they were good, 
but I could bring but a few. 

The next Day, beir.g the 19th, I wen· back, having 
made me two frnall Bags rn hrinb r.. me rn · H;irvcit: But 
I was furprifed, whe11 coming to ny i1.eap of Grnpi>s, 
which were fo rich and fi1ie when I gathercu chem, I 
found them all fpread abrc,ad, trod to Pirces. ard Jrag
ged abcut, fame ltere, fame theri, and ;;r, ur, Cl r,c.e earcn 
<Jnd devoured : By this I concluded there were fome wild 
Cr~atures thereabouts, which had done this; but what 
they were, I knew not. 

I1owever, as I found there was no faying them up on 
Heaps. and no carrying them away in a Sack, but that 
one way they would be ddlroycd, and the ocher way ,hey 
would be cru{h'd with their own \Vr.ight, I to r k ..,nother 
Courfe; for i gathered a large ~antity of the Grapes, 
c1n<l hung ther:1 upon the Put branches oi" the 'Jr es, that 
they might cure and dry in the Sun; and as for the Limes 
and Lemons, l carried as many back as I couJJ well fi:and 
under. 

\Vhen I came home from this Journey, I contemplated 
with rrreat P!~;.furc the Fruitfulncfs of that Vall r v, and ., , 
the P1eafantnefs uf tne Sittiation, the Security from Storms 
on tl,at Si1e cf the V:ta:er, and ti-.c vVoorl; and con
cluded that I b :.. d pitchcJ up on a Piace to fix my Abode, 
which w:is by fr:.r th~ worfl: Part of the Country. Upon 
the whole, I b~~.:.n to confider of remov:ng my Habita
tion, and to J0ak out fur a Pl ace equally fofe, as where 
I now \-;•as fituate, if poilible, in that pleaf';.nt fruit fu l 
P~rt of the Hland. 

This Thought ran Jopg in my Head, ~nd I wr " <'':
cecding fond of it 1or fomc time, the Plcafaa tnefs of, _1e 

V o L, J. J1. I,, 
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Pl 1ce tempting me; but when f came to a nearer View 

of it, and to t.onfider that i wa: now by the-St·a-fidc, 

\\ here it was at leafl pd!1bl.e, th,,t fome~h.ng might hap

pen to my AJ\antag~, and th,.t the fame ill Fate tha: 

brought me !nth< r, might britig fome other unh::ippy 

Vhe~-:hes to the fame PL-..ce; :rnJ thouro-h ic was tcarce 
n 

probable, that any fuch thing l11011ld e\er happen, ye~ 

to indo!c .11) ft lf < rnor g the Bilb and \x;·ood-, in the 

Centre of the lf:.rnd, _\,<'5 to anticipate my Boudagc, cJnd 

to render fuch an ArLir not only improbable, cut impc.fli

bk; aod th.itthercfore I ought not by any me;.ns to remove. 

Ho\\ eH:r, I wa.; fo enamoured with rhi,, Pbce, that I 

foect much of mv Time there for the wbol~ re1rainir.cr 

Part <'f the Mori~l1 of Ju&•; and thc-,;gh, upon [econd 

T11ou-ghts I reiLln.·d as aho\e, not to rem0ve; ytt I 

bui:t me a lit de kind of a Do•,t.'cr, and furronride<l it. t a 

Dill.in.:~ with a 11:rong Fence, be:no a double Hedoe, as 
c. V l:.> 

h·gh as l couU reach, well ila. 'J und fillt'.<l buween 

,.,,1th Bru!l1wood; al'd here 1 l?y very fccure, fometimes 

t\1/0 or three Nights together, aiwny.s going over it with 

a Ladder, as ber·ure; fo that I f rnc;c<l nc;1v I had rr:y 

('ountry, Houfe, and my Sea-coaH: Houfe : And tilts 

Vi' o: k tcok me up the Beginning of At1gvjl. 
I had but newly fini{htd my Fence, and regan to en

jcy my 1:,.:tbour, but the ~ai~s came on, and made me 

Hitk clo!e to my firft IIabitauon ; for though I hc1d made 

1
:-w a Tent like the other, with a Piece of a Sail, and 

fprcad it very wtll, yet I h:id not the Shtlter of an Bi.I 

to keep me from Storms, r.or a Cave behind me to re

treat into when the Rains were extrao;di ~arv. 

About the Eeginni1 g of (ugufl, as lja:,1, ·1 !-,rd fin:fu_" 

ed mv Bo,nr, and began to enj;y m:,ielf. Th•~ third of 

'.}
11 

t-Jf, l found the Grapes I rad hung up\\ ere pcrf.::ll~ 

} y dried, .l!Hl indeed were excellent good Rai:ir.s of the 

~t ,
1 

• [o I bcp-an to take them dov. 11 from the Tret~, 
- , .:., 

::wd it was very happy that I did fo; for the R.1ir5 w!11ch 

followed would have fpoilcd them, and I, had 1oH: the 

beft Part of mv Winter Food; for I had above two 

hundred large Bunches of them. No fooncr h:::d I 

taken them all down, and carried moft of them home 

to m)" C,\\e, but it began to rain; and from th,nce, 

which was the f( urtec.nth of ...1,,iufl, it ra:nc:J more or 
1 lefs 
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,J~fa every Day, till the fviidd!e of Ot7o!Jer; and fometimes fo violently, that I could not frir out of my Cave for feveral Day!. 

ln this Sea(on I wa! much C.irp1i(ed with the Increafe ~f my Family: I had been concerned for the Lofs of one of my Cats, who ran away from me, or, as I thought, bad been dead; and I heard no more Tale or Tidings of her, till to my Afloni{hment: f11e came home about the End of AttgNjl, \\'ich three Ki.ttcns. This was- the m9re fj:range to me, becaufe rho' I had kiWd a wild Car, as I tal!ed it, with my Gun, yet I thought it was a quite different Kfod from our Europta1t Cats; yet the young Cats were the f.rne Kind of Houfe. breed like the old one; and both my Cats being Females, I thought it very firange :· Rut f1 cm thefc three Cat,, 1 afterwards came to be fo peftere<l with Cat», that I wa& forced to kill them like Vermin, or wild H€-J{b, and to drive them from my Houte as much as pofiible. 
From the fourteenth of Au_sr~ll to the twenty-fixth. ince!far.t Rain, fo that I could not fiir, and was now very careful not to be much wer. In thi9 Confinement I be~an to be !heightened for Food; but venturing out t\Vlce, I one Day killed a Goat; :rnd the la!l: Day, which \\:as the twenty-fixth, found a very large Torroife> which was a Treat to me, and my Food was regulated thus; I eat a Bunch of Raifins for my Breakfafr> a Piece of the Goat's Fldh, or of the Turdo, for my Dinner, broiled (for to my great Misfortune 1 had no Veifel to boil or ftew any thi11g ;) and two or three uf the Turtle's Eggs for· £upper. 

During this Confinement in my Cover by the Rain> I worked daily rwo or three Hours at enh1rging my Cave:· and, by degree 9, worked i c on towarth one Side> till I came to the Outfi<le of the Hill, ard made a Door or \Vay out, wLich came beyoo<l my Fence or ~'all; and fo I came in and out this way : But I was not perfecd,cafy at lying fo open; for as I had managed rnyielf before, I was in 2 perfeft fnclcfure, wherea:. now I thought I lay expofod; and yet I could net perceive, that there was any living thing to foar, the biggell: Creature that I hud yet feen upon the Jfland being a Goat. 
Srpte,der the thirtieth, ! was now come to the unhapp\" Anniverlliry of my Landing: l cafi up th~ N...,tches 0;1 
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I oo The L I F E and A D v E N T u R E s of 

my Poft, and found I had been on Shore three hundred 

and fixty-five Days. I kept this Day as a folemn Fafl:, 

fetting it apart to a religious-Exercife, profl:rating myfelf 

to the Ground with the moft ferious Humiliation, confefT

ing myfelf to God, acknowledging his righteous Judg

ment upon me, and praying to him to have Mercy on me, 

through Jefus Chrift; and having not tafl:ed the leail Re

fre{hment for twelve Hours, even till the going down 

of the Sun, I then eat a Bifcuit-cake, and a Bunch of 

Grapes, and went to Bed, fini{hing the Day as I began it. 

I had all this Time obferved no Sabbath-day; for as 

at firfl: I had no Senfe of Religion upon my Mind, I had 

after fome time omitted to difiinguifu the Weeks, by 

making a longer Notch than ordinary for the Sabbath

ciay, and fo did not really know what any of the Days 

were; but now having caft up the Days as above, I 

found I had been there a Year; fo I divided it into 

\Veeks, nnd fet apart every fever,th Day for a Sabbath; 

tho' I found at the End of my Account I had !oil a Day 

or two of my Reckoning. 
A little after this, my Ink began to fail me, and fo I 

contented myfelf to ufe it more fparingly , and to wdte 

down only the moil remarkable Events of my Life, with

out continuing a daily /1,Jemorandzan of other Things. 

The rainy Seafon, and the dry Seafon, began now to 

appear regular to me, and I learn'd to divide them fo as 

to provide for them accordingly. But I bought ail my 

Experience before I had it; and this I am going to relate, 

was one of the moft difcour::iging Experiments that J made · 

at all. I ha\·e mentioned , th~.t I h;id faved the few Ears of 

Barley and Rice \'Vhich I had fo furprifingly found fpring 

up, as I thought, of thernfrh·es, and believe there were 

:1bout thirty Stalks ,of Rice, nnd about twenty of Barley; 

=-tnd now I thought. it a proper Time to fow it after the 

Rains, the Sun being in itsSouthcrnPofition going from me. 

Accordingly I dug up a Piece of Ground, as well as I 

could, with .. my wooden Spade, and•<lividing it into two 

Parts, l fowed my Grain ; hut as I was fowing, it ca-

10:dly occnred to my Thoughts, that I would not fow it 

ali at firil:, becaul~ I did not know when was the pro-

f er Time for it; fo I fowrd a~)out Two-thirds of the 

S~eds, leaving abc. ut an Handtul of each. It 
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1t was a great Comfort t-o me afterwards, that I did 
fo, for not one Grain of that 1 fowed this time came to 
any thing; for the dry Mon~hs following, the Earth 
having had no Rain after the Seed was fown, it had no 
Moifture to affift its Growth, and never came up at al1, 
till the wet Seafon had come again, and then it grew as 
as if it had been newly fown. 

Finding my fidl: Seed did not grow, which I eafily 
imagined was by the Drmight, I fought for a moifter 
Piece of Ground to make another Trial in; and I dug up 
a Piece of Ground near rnv new Bower, and fowed the 
rclt of my Seed in Februa~y, a little before the Fernal 
Equil."x; and this, having the rainy Months of Marcb 
and April to water it, f prung up very pleafantly, and 
yielded a very good Crop ; but having Part of the Seed 
left only, and not daring to fow all that I had yet, I 
had but a [mall ~antity at ]aft, my whole Crop not 
amounting to above haif a Peck of each kind. 

But by tl-iis Experience I was made Mafter of my Buft
nefs, and knew exactly \Vhe n the proper Seafon was to 
fow ; and that I might expeft two ,Seed-times, and two 
Harvefl:s, every Year. 

While this Corn wa~ growing, I made a little Difco
verv, which was of Ufe to 1~ ,e afterwards: As foon as the 
Rains were over, and the Weather began to fettle, which 
was about the Month of November, 1 made a Vifit up the 
C0untry to my Bower, where, tho' I had not been fome 
l\1onths, yet l found aH Things juft a~ I left them. The 
Circle or double Hedge that 1 had made, was not only 
firm and entire, but the Stakes which I had cut off of fome 
Trees that grew thercahouts, \\ere all fhot out, and grown 
,,·ith lonf:, Brarchcs, as much as a Vlillow-tree ufually 
fh, :ots the firfl Y,ear after lo pping its Head. I could not 
tell \vhat Tree to call it, that thefe Stakes were cut from. 
I wa, furprifed, and yet very well plcafed, to [ec the young 
Trees grow; and I pruned them, and led them up to 
grow as much alike as I could ; and it is fcacc credible, 
hr-w bc'lutiful a Firnire they prew 1nt.o in three Years; fo 
that tho' the Ifrdg; made ·a 'circle of about twenty-fi\·e 
Yards in Dic:meter, yet the Trce5, for foch I might now 
call them, fcon covcr'd it; and it was a cornplrac Shade, 
foHicient to lodge under all the dry Seafon. 

E 3 This 
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This made me refol ve to cut fome more Stake!, and 

make me an Hedge like this in a Semicircle round m r 
Viall, J mean that of rnv fi'rfi Dwellino- which I d;d·· 

.. .,' b t .._ , 

.ir.d, placing the Trees or Stakes in a double Row a? 

ab0ve eight YarJs Difiance from my firil Fence, (hey 

2:ew_pre1ently, and were at firil a fin_, Cover to my Ha

b;tation, and afterwards ftrved for a Defence alfo as l 
.fh,,ll obfrrve in irs Order. ' 

I [otrnd no_w! 
1

that the ~eafons c,f the Year might ge~. 

ncrady be J1•;rned, not rnto S-t11w1er· and 'JtFit1ltr, as in 

Eu~6f't!; but jrito the rainy Seafons, .ind the dry Seafom, 

which were gene .1lly thus: 

Half Fehmary, 1 
l..,iarr:h, l. Rainy, the Sun beirig then en, or c:a:-, 

Half .llpril, J the E111iJJDX, 

71,f 
Ealf .April,\ 

_.1,,cry, • • 
Juue. Dry, th~ SJtn being then W lh~ l\r;rtJ 
July: of ;he Linc, 

Half .Augujl, 
Half .Auguj!, l 

Septar.6tr, J Rain, the Sim being then come badt, 

Half Olhher, 

llo•1Hmher, 
Deccmher, Dry, the Sm, being then to the SoutP 

Half Ollober,l 

January, of the Liae. 
Half Febr1,1ary, 

The rainv Searon fometimes held longer or {horter,. ~ 

the \Vinds happened to blow.; but this was the general 

Obfrrvation 1 mc:de. ,\fter I had found, by Experience, 

the ill Confequence of being abroad fo the Raiu, I took 

care to furnilh my!elf wlth Prorifion beforehan<l, that I 

mipht not be obliged to go out; and I fat \l?ithin-doora 
" 1 • h 1\11' 1 

.is much as poffible uurrng t e wee 1v1onus. 
Jn this Time 1 found much Employmcr,t (and ,·ery 

foitablc alfo to the Time) for 1 found great Occafion 

.of many Things which I had no way to furnifh 7:1y
{eJf with, but by hard Labour, and conitant Applica

tion; r,artic:ularly, I tried m .. ny ,v;iys to make myfelf 
a 

.,, 
I 

f. 
f 
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a Baik.et; but all the Twigs I could get for the Pt1rpe:fo 
prov'd fo brittle, that they would do nothing. Ic pro•J\~ 
of excellent Adrant:.ioe to "le now, that \.'.'hen I was a 
Boy, I uftd to take g~at Delight in {randing at a Bnf~d
make1•'; in the Town where my Father liv'd, to fee them 
make their lFidet-rware; and being, as Boys ufually i:1re, 
very 01licious to help, and a great Ob(erver of the Man
ner how they worked thofe Things, and fometimes lent 
an Hand, I had by this means fo foll Knowledge of the 
Methods of it, that I wanted nothing but the 'Materials; 
when it came into my Mind, that the Twigs of that 
Tree from whence I cut my Stakes that grew, might 
poflibly be as tough as the Sallo:iJJs and Tf"ilfows, and 
Ojien, in England; and I re fol ved to try. 

Accordingly the next Day I went to my Cou:-,try
Houfc, as I called it, and cutting fome of the fmall<.:r 
Twigs, I found them t() my l'urpo,e ?.~ •~rnch as I c:0n1ll 
defire; whereupon [ came the next Ti me prepared with 
an Hatchet to cut down a Qt.!antity, which f foon found, 
for there was a great Plenty c,f them : Thtfe [ fet up to 
dry within my Circle or Hedges; nnJ "' lwn they wu.t!' 
fit for Ufe, I carried them to my Cave; an j here during: 
the next Seafon I employed myfelf in making, (as well 
as I could) a great many Bafkets, both to carry Earth·, 
or to carry or lay up any Thing, as l had Occafion ; and 
though I did not finifh them very handfomely, yet I 
made them fofficiently ierviceable for my Purpo(e ; 
and thus afterwards I took care never to be \\ 1tho.ur; 
them; nntl as my J,J/idtr•ci»are decayed, I made more; 
efpecially I made thong deep Bnfkets to place my Con, 
in, inftead of Sacks, when I fhould come to ha<Je any . 
~antity of it. 

Having mafiered this Difficulty, and employed 2 
\Vorld of Time about it, I betlirr'd myfelf to fee, if pof
fible, \,ow to fupply t\vO \Vanes. I had no Ve1Tels to 

hol<l ary Thing that was liquid, except two Rundlets~ 
\\ hich were almofi: foll of Rum, and fame Glafs Bottles, 
fame of the common Size, and others which were Cafe
bottles fquare, for the holding of \Vaters, Spirits, c:fc. 

I had not fo much as a Pot to boil any Thing in, except 
a great Kettle which I faved out of the Ship, and which 
was too big for fuch Ufes as I defired it for, rviz.. to 
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make Broth, and fl:ew a Bit of 1\1:eat by itfelf. The {fa 

cond thing I would fain have had, was a Tobacco-pipe, 
but it was impcffible for me to make one; ho,\ever, I 

found a Contrivance for that too at laft. 
I employed myfe1f in planting my fecond Rows of 

Stakesof~iles, and in this Wicker work, all the Summer, 
or dry Seafon; when another Bufinefs took me up more 
Time than it could be imagin'd I could fpare. 

I mentiontd before, that l had a great Mind to fee the 
whole Hland, and that I h2d travelled up the Brook, and 
fo C'n to where l built my Bower, and where 1 had an 

Opening quite to the Sea, on the other Side of the lfland. 
I now refolved to travel g uite aero ls to the Sc-a ihure on 
that Side: So raking my Gun, and Hatchet, and my Dog, 
and a 1:-.rger ½rnntity of Po\.vder and Shot than ufual, 
,vith t\·,o Bifcuir- u,kes, and a great Bunch of Raifins in 
my Pouch, for my Stcre, 1 ber,an my Journey. \Vhen 
I had p3(s'<! rr.e V:-i1e \\here mr Bower Hood, as above, 
1 r..-mc witl1i11 Vitw of th<! ~ea, to the fFejl; and it 
cring a very <.kar l)Jy, I fairly defcried Land, whether 
ati Hland or Ccnrir:en~, I could not tell; bµt it lay very 
i1i,:_;l1, e>. tcnd:ng from the lFtjJ, to the fY. S. lF. at a \'ery 
r-reat D1flancc; by my Guefs it could not be lefs than 

.fi ftcen or t\\ en ty Leagues off. 
J con!<l not tell what Part of the \Vorld this might be, 

mhern,ifc th~.n tlu.t I knew it rnuH be Part of America; 
and, as I conrluded by all my Ohfervations, rnuil: be 
near the Sfim1ijh Dominions, and perhaps was all inhabited 
br Sav.1rcs, where if I ihould have landed, I had been 
·n a wo:fc Ccrdition than I was now; and therefore I ac-
9uidced in the Difpofitions of Providence, which I brgan· 
now to own, and to believe, 0rdered every thing for 

the be!l:; I fay, I quieted my l\,1ind with this, nnd left 
.-.;Hitting myfelf with fruitlefs \Vifhes of being there. 

BeiidPs, after fome Paule tlj)On thi~ Affair. 1 confidcre<l, 
that if this Land was the Spanifh Ccaft, I fhould certainly, 
·one tim~ or other, fee fume Veffds pafs or repafs o,,e 
·way or oder; but jf net, then it was the Sacvage Coall 
hetween the S/a11,jh Country and Brnjil, which were in
~ecd the \\ orlt of Sa-vages; for they are Cannibals, or 
Men•eatcrs, and foil not to m urclor and cievour all the 

J1uroan Bodies that fall in:o their Hands. 
Wi:h 

r 
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With thelc Confiderations I walked very leiforely for
ward. I found that Side of the li1and where I now was, 
much P.leafanter than mine, the open or Sa-vamza Fields · 
fwcet, ad0rned with Flowers and Graf~, and foll of very 
fine Woods. I faw abundance of Parrots, and fain would
I have caught one, if poffible, to have kept it to be tame, 
and taught it to fpeak to me. I did, after fome Pains
taking, catch a young Parrot; for 1 knock'd it down 
with a SriLk, and ha\'ing recovered it, I brought fr home,• 
but it \\·as fome Years before I could make him fpeak. 
However, at laH: J taught him to call me by my Name· 
very familiarly: But the Accident that follow'd, tho' it 
be a Trifle, will be Yery diverting in its Place. 

I was excet.dingly diverted with this Journey: I found
in the low Grounds, Hares, as I thought them to bei, 
and Foxes, but thej• diff~red greatly from all the other· 
Kinds I had met wi~h; nor cot1ld I fatisfy rnyfelf to eat 
them, tho' I killed fcvrral: But I had no Need to be 
\'enrnrous; for l had no Want of Food, and of that which 
was very good too; erpecially thefe three Sorts, 'Vizo 
Gears, Pigeons, and Tunle or Tortoife; which added 
to my Grapes, Leaden hall Market could not have for
nifhed a Tc:ble better than l, in Proportion to the CoIT -
pany : And though my Care was deplorable enough, 
yet 1 had great Caure for Thankfulnefs, that I was not· 
driven ro any Extremities for Food; bm rather Plent) > 
even to Dainties. 

l never tra·.:clled in this Journey ab':>Ve two Miles 
outright in a D ,iy, or thereabouts; but I took fo many 
Turns and Returns to foe what Difcoveries I could make, 
that I came w~an· enoucrh to the Place where I refolved ~· ~ 

to fit down for 211 l 1ight; and then either repofed 
rnyfelf in a Tre', or forroundd myfelf wich a Row cf 
Stakes fet upright jn the Ground, either from one Tree 
to another, or fo as no wild Creature co:.ild comi..: at me.,. 
without waking me. 

As foon as l came to the Sea-fhore, I was furprifed to 
fre tnat I had taken up my Lot on t:-ie worfl: Si<le of the 
liLnd ; for here in.Jecd th~ Shore 'was covered with ir .. · 
numerable Tunies, whert.as on the o t11er~ Side I ha~ 
found but thl'ee in a Year and an h,tlf. Here was alto an 
i:.finitc N um:..ier of Fowls of many Kind.;, fomc of which 
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J had r:N ,.cen before, v1d many of them very good 
1\,1eat; b..1t foch a3 l kr. rv not the Names of, except 
thofe ciil::>d Pt"g,,im. · 

I could have fhot as many as I pleafed, but ,v3s very 
fparing of my Powder and Shct; 2nd therefore had more 
Mind to kill a She-goat, if I could, which I could better 
feed on: And tho' there were many Goats here more 
·than on the Other Side of the Ifland, yet it was with 
much more Difficulty tkt I could come near them; t!1e 
Lountry being flat and even, and they faw me much 
fooner than when I w~s on the Hills. 

'J confofs t}:is Side of t!1e Country was much pleafanter 
than mine, but yet I had nrH the leafr Inclin:nion to re
move; for .is I was fi.\ecl in my Habitation, it became 
11aturnl to me, anJ I fce:nl.<l all the while I was here, to 
h·, as it were, upon a J. mney, and from home: How
ever, I tran:·1 led along the Shore of the Sea towards the 
Eat1, I fuppcfc, about t\; rh1 c Miles ; and then fetting 
up a great Pole upon the Shore for a Mark, I concluded 
I \v"Ollld go home 2gain ; a1:d the next Journey I took, 
:ihonl,1 be on the other 0 iJc of the Hland, Eaft from my 
Dwelling, and f<'l ronnd, till I came to my Poll again: 
Of which in its Pbcc. 
· I took another \V .:iy to ccme back than that I went, 
't11inking l coulJ rafily keep all the Ii1and fo much in 
Jny View, that l could not rnifs findin~ my firfi: D1Vclling 
hy viewing the Country; bJt 1 found myCdf mifbken; 
for being cor.1e ab ut two or three I\liles, I found myfelf 
oelcendrd into a \'Cry br.;e Valley; but fa furrounded 
with Hil!s, 3nd thofe Hills co\'ered with Woods, that I 
could not fee v-;hrch was my , ;V ay by any Direction but 
that of the Sun, r.or C\'Cn then, unlefs I knew very well 
the Pofition of the Sun at that Time of the Dav. 

It happen'd to my farther iVIisfortune, that the \Vea~ 
ther oroved hazy for three or four Days, while r was in 
this \'al!ey; and not bcir,g able to fee the Snn, J wan
dered abu.~ ·,./cry uncomfortably, and at lafl: was obliged 
to find out the S.!a-fide, Jock for my Pcfl:, and come 
hack the fame \Vay I went; and then by cafy Journies 
I turr.ed homeward, the \Veather b.-ing exceeding hot; 
2.nd my Gun, Ammunition, Hatchet, and other thing~, 
yery heavy. 

I 
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Tn this Journey my Dog forp1ifed a young Kid, and 
feized upon it; and I running in to take hold of it, 
caught it, and fav'd it alive from the Dog: I had a greac 
:Mind to bring it home, if I could; for I had often been 
mufing \Vhether it might not be poffible to get a Kid or 
two, and fo raife a Breed of tame Goats, which rnigl1t 
fopply me when my Powder and Shot fi1ould be fpent . 

I made a Collar to this little Creature, and with a String 
which I made of fome Rope-yam, which I always carritd 
about me, I led him along, tho> with fome Difficulty, 
till I came tu my Bower, and there I inclcfed him, and 
left him; for I was very impatient to be at home, from 
whence I had been abfent above a I\lonth. 

I cannot exprefs what a Satisfaction it was to me, to 
ceme into my old Hutch, and lie down in my Hammock
bed : This little \\'lndering Journey, without a fett1ed 
Place of Abode, had been fo •.mpleafant to me, that my 
own Houfe, as I called it to myfelf, was a perfetl Settle
ment to me compared to that; and it rendered every 
thing about me fo comfortable, that I refolved I ,you;d 
uever go a great way from it again, while it fnsuld be 
my Lot to Hay on the !fhnd. 

I repofcd rn yfelf here a \Veek, to refi and regale my .. 
fdf after my long Journey; during ,vhich, n.ofl of the 
Time ,\as taken up in the weighty Aff.1ir of making a 
Cage for my Pol, who began now to be a mere Domef
tic, and to be mighty well acquainted '· ith me. Then 
l began to think of the poor Kid, which I h:1d pent in 
\\ ithin my little Circle, anJ refol·1ed to go and fetch ic 
home, ~nd give it fome Foocl; accordingly I \"'"'nt, and 
found it where I left it; for indeed it could not get anti, 
but was almofl: ihrv'J for want of Food; I went a .. d cut 
Boughs of Trees and Br.ir,chcs of foch Shrubs as I 
could find, anJ threw it orcr, and hnving fed it, I ty'd 
it :is l diJ before, to iead it away; but it was fo tame 
\\'ith being hurgry, that l had no need to have ty'd it; 
for it followed me li\c a Dog; nnd as I continu:illy fed 
it, the Cieature became fc loving, fo gentle, and fo fond:) 
that it brcame from that time one of my Dome!lics alfo:, · 
and would never leave me aftenvards. 

The rainy Seaton of the .A11tu;1mal Equinox was now 
(lon-:e, Qnd I ktpt the 30th of Septcmba in lhc fame fo-

E 6 lemn 
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lemn manner as before, being the Anniverfary of my 
Landing on the Iiland, having now been there two Years,. 
and no more Pro:pecl of being delivered than the fi1 i:: 
Day I came there. I fpent the whole Day in humble 
and thankful Acknowle.dgments of the many wonderful 
Mercies which my folitary Condition was attended with,
and without which it might have been infinitely more 
mi(erable. J gave bumble and hearty Thanks, that God 
had been pleafed to difcover to me, eren that it was 
poffible I mi.2,r.t be more happy in this folitar,r Condi
tion, than I fhould have been in a Liberty of Society, 
and in all the Pleafores of the World : That he could 
fully make up to me the Deficiencies of my folitary State, 
aud the want of human Society, by his Prefence, and the 
Communication of his Grace to my S0ul, fupporting, 
comforting, and encouraging me to depend upon his Pro
\'idence here, and hope for his eternal Prefencc hereafter. 

It was now that I began fenfibly tu feel how much 
mo1e happy the Life Ir.ow led was, with all its mi(era
ble ( ircum!hnces, than the wicked, curfed, abominable 
Life I led all the pafi: Part of my Days; and now ha1•ing 
changed both n y Sorrows and my Joys, my very De-
1ires altered, my Affe8ions changed their Gu!1, and my 
Delights were perfrctly new, from \\ hat they were at falt 
coming, or indeed for the two Years pall. 

Bef(lre, a~ I 1Valked about, either en my Hunting, or 
for vte\\:ng the Country, the A11gui1b of my Soul ac 
r.1y Cor.dition would brea~ out upon me on a fodden, 
and m\· vt.rv fLut would die within me, to ·hi11k of the 
'\Vood;, thi Mountains, ·the Defarts i was in; and how 
I w::s a Pr foner Joe.bod up, with the eternal Bars a•id 
-Bolts of the Ocean, in an m,inhabi.,.d Wilderncfs, 
wichou ~ ~eocmpt:on. 1n t!1e mid fl: of th~ greatd~ Com
:pofo·e~ of my l\-Iir,d, this wou'.d break cut uprn me 
·1,ke a Sorrn, and made me wrir>g my H,rnds, and wrep 
Jik~ a Child. 6om~:i m(s it W(ltiid take me in tr,e Mi-I
dle nf n1 \lurk, and I \\P.!

1 J iri meliatc:!1 f.r c•i\\O 

.,nd :fi,h, q,J 1~> !-... t..pcn 1he ( r Joel 1or an fI ur0r 
t~\Ofef' h·r, ar..:·t:.i \\astL:l wc;le to11.e; f<.,r if f 
coulu l,, Ill rut into I tar~, or vent r.n fclf b\' \\'orcL, it 
woJI '. f'> dr, ar.<l th-= Grit.t, L.vi~g exh,,uftcd itfdf~ 
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'But now I began to exercife myfelf with new 
ThouQhts; I daily read c:1e ,vord of God and apply'J 
all the Comforts of it to my prefrnt State. One Morn
ing being very fad, I ope1i'd the Bihl.: upon thefe \Vords, 
1 '7.vill never, ne•vff lea'Ve thre, nor fo>jake thee! Immedi
ately it occurr'd, that thefe Words \Vere to me:. Why 
elfe fuould they be directed in fuch a Manner, jufl: at the 
Moment when I was mourning over my Condition, aa 
one forfaken of God and Man ? \Ve11 then, faid I, if. 
God does not forfake me, 0f what ill Confequence can 
it be, or what matters it, tho' the World fuould all for
fake me; feeing, on the other Hand, if I had al1 the 
World, and .fbould lofo the Favour and Bleffing of God, 
there would be no Comp:nifon in the Lofs? 

From this Moment I began to conclude in my Mind,. 
that is wis poilible for mt: robe more happy in this for
faken, folitary Condition, than it wa~ probable I ihou!J 
ha e e•;er been in an} other particukr State in the Wedd; 
and wi:h this- Thought [ was going to give Thanks to 
God for brinoin2: me to this Pface. 

Cl ~ 

l knl•W not what it was, but fomething fl10ck'd my 
I\1ind at that Thought, and 1 durft not fpeak the Words : 
How car.fl then be fuch an Hyprocrire (laid J, even au
dibly1 LO !'re tend to be thankful for a Condition, which, 
however thou nnyft e11dc,wour to be contented with, thou 
wouloll r21t'er pr;.1y heartily to be delivered from? So I 
fl<•pped th~~J-e; but tho' l cuul<l rot fay, I thank'd God 
for b':i 1~ there, yet 1 fincerely o.,\·e Thanks to God f.,r 
openi11g'my Eyes, by whatevtr ~flicl:ing Pro,idcnce.-, to 
fee the former Condition of my Lifr, and to mr urn for 
my \V;cb.Jntfs, c:nd repent. I never open'd the Bible, 
or iliu.: ir, but my \ery Soul witiiin !t e hleifed God for 
di reef r• :uy Fr· rnd in En5 land. without any Orcier of 
ui1nc o ~ack it t.:p am0.ng my Goods; and for aili!ling 
rnc a( . rds to lave it out Lf the \'i'reck of the Ship. 

Thu , and in iris Difpofition of Mind, I began my 
tLirJ Yt.ar; and ti. ,ugh I have not given the RL",1cler the 
'Trrn~.lc: of fo pani..:ubr an Accoun! of my \Vor~s this 
Year,, ,ht: fir 1t; } et in general it may be obf.:rv'J, that 
] was v;ry •el 1 <,>rn idle; ha ing rcgul 1rly divided my 
Tit11e, ac~r)r(lu g D the fevenl d.1 !y Emplnyments 
tkt were.: bdore n c; f.1.::h as, Fn/1, iviy D ty o GoJ~ 

and 
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and readirg the Seri ptures, which I confiantly fet apa;t 

for.1e Time for, thrice every Day. Seco;;d/_;•, The going 

ab1oad with my Gun for food, which generally took 

me up three Honrs in every Morning when it did not 

rain. 1hirdb1, The ordering, curing, preferving, and 

co0kir.g, whc:.t I had kill'd or catch'd for my Supply; 

tl:efe teak up great P2.:-t of the Day: Alfa it is to be 

cc -.fider'd, tha.: in the Middle of the Day, when the1Sun 

y.as in the Zwifh, the Viole::-ice of the Heat was too great 

to 1fr· ou~; (o that about four Hours in the Evening was 

nll tr.e Time I could be fuppofed to work in; with this 

Exception, that fometimes l chG ng'd my Hours of Hunt

jng and ·working, and \vent to work in the Morning, 

and r:b:oad with my Gun in the Afternoon. 

• To this fhort Time allow'd for Labour, I defire may 

be adced the exceeding Laborioufoefs of my \Vork; the 

many Hours, which for war.t of Tools, want of Help, 

and want of Skill, every thing that I did, took up out of 

my Time: For Example, I \,·as full two and forty Days 

makirg me a Board for a lor.g She:f, which I wanted in 

my Ca\ e; \1,herr,,s two Sa\\) ers, with their Tools and 

Saw-Pit, would have cut fix of them, out of the fame 

Tree, in ralf a Day. 
:N!y Cafe was this: It was to be a large Tree which 

was to be cut do\\ n, bccaufe 1;1y Board was to be a 

broad one. The Tree I \Vas three Days a cutting down, 

2nd t\\O mo1e cutting off the Boughs, and reducing it 

to a Leg, or Piece of Timber. V/i~h inexpreflible hack. 

ing and hewing I reC:uc'd both the 5idesof it into Chips-, 

6ll it began to be light enough to move ; then I turn'd 

it, and made one Side of it fmooth ar.d flat, as a Board, 

fre;m End to End ; then turn:ng tha· Side downward, 

cut the other Side till I brought the Plank to be about 

three Inches thick, and fmocth on toth Sides. Any one 

rnay judge the Labour of my H,rnds in fuch a Piece of 

\Vork; but Labour and Patitr,ce carry'd me thro' that 

and m2ny o!hcr things: J only c,bter·:e this in particu

lar, to !hew the Reafrm why fo muc.h of my Time went 

away with {o little ·wo~k, r..·iz, That wha.: miobt be a 

little to l::,e done with Help .. nd Tools, was a~v:ift La

bcur, and reqt · red a prodigious Time to do , lJr.e, and 

bv Har.cl. , 
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But notwithftanding this, with Patience and Labour7 

I went thro' many things, and indeed every thing that 
my Circumftances made nece.ffary for me to do, as will 
appear by what follows. 

I was now in the Months of No'Vember and Duemher, 
expet1:ing my Crop of Barley and Rice. The Grcund I 
had manur'd or dug up from them was not great; for as 
I obferv'd, my Seed of each \\-as net above the ~antity 
of half a Peck; for I had loft one whole Crop by fowing 
in the dry Seafon ; but now my Crop prornis'd \'ery well, 
when on a fudden I found I was in Danger of lofing it 
all again by Enemies of feveral Sorts, which it was fcarce 
poffible to keep from it; as fir.ft, the Goats, and wild 
Creatures which I call'd Hares, which, tafting the Sweet
nefs of the Blade, lay in it Night and Day, as foon as it 
came up, and eat it fo clofe, that it could get no Time 
to !hoot up into Stalks. 

This I faw no Remedy for, but by making an Inclofure 
about it with a Hedge, which I did with a great deal of 
Toil ; and the more, becaufe it required a great deal of 
Speed; the Creatures daily fpoiling my Corn. However, 
as my arable Land w1s hut fmall, foited to my Crop, I got 
it torallv \Vell fenc'd in about three Weeks time; and fuoot
in g fom'e of the Creatures in the Day-time;: fet my Dog to 
guard it in the Night, tying him up to a Stake at the Gate, 
where he would fl:and and bark all Night long; fo iri a lit
tle time the Enemies forfook the Place, and the Corn grew 
very {hong and well, and hegan to ripen apace. 

But as the Beafls ruined me before, while my Corn was 
in the Blade, fo the Birds were as lil-ely to ruin me now, 
\d1en it was in the Ear; for going along by the Place to 
fee how it throve, I faw my little Crop furrounden with 
Fowls of I know not how many Sant, which flood as 
it were watching till I fhould be gone. I immediately 
let fly among them (for I always had my Gun with me.) 
J h:id no fooncr {hot, but there rofc up a little Cloud of 
Fowls, which I had not fcen at all, from among the 
Corn itfelf. 

This touch'd me fenfihly; for I forefaw, that in a few 
Days they would devour all my Hopes, that I ihould be 
ibrv'd, and never be able to raife a Crop at all; and 
what to do I could not tell: However, I refol v'd not to 

loft 
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Jofe my Corn, if poilible, tho' I .fhould watch it Night 
and Day. In the fir.fl: Place, I \\-ent among it to fee what 
Damage was already done, and found they had fpoil'd 
a good deal of it; but chat, as it was } et too green for 
them, the Lofs was not {o great, but the Remainder was 
like to be a good Crop, if it could be fav'd. 

I fiaid by Jt to load my Gun, and then corning away, 
I could eafily fee the Thieves fitting upon all the Trees 
about me, as if they only waited till I was gone away, 
and the Event prov'd it to be fo; for as 1 walk'd off as 
if I was gone, I was no fooner out of their Sight, but 
they dropt down one by one jnto the Corn again. I \\as 
fo provok'd, that I could not have Patience to ftay till· 
more came on, knowing that every Grain that they eat 
now, was, as it migbt /;e /aid, a Pfck Loaf to me in the 
Confequence; but coming up to the Hedge, 1 fired again, 
and kill'd three of them. This was what 1 wifh'd for; fo 
{ took them up, and fen.·>d them as \Ve ferve notorious 
Thieves in E11gla,1d, 'Viz. hang'd them in Chains for a 
'Terror to others. It is inipo/Tible to imagine almofi, that 
this fhould have fuch an Effect as it had; for the Fowls 
would not only not come at the Corn, but in D10rc they 
forf0ok all th~t Part of Jf1a;1d, and I could never fee a 
Bird near :he Place as long as my ScarecrolVs hung there. 

This I ,, as nry glc1d of, you may be fore; and about 
the latter End of December, which was our fecond Har\'dt 
of the Year, l reaped niy Corn. 

I was [1dly put to it for a Scythe or a Sickle to cut it 
down, and all I collld do wc:s to make 01,e as weli as I 
cou!d out of one of the broad s .. vords, or Cuclaffos, 
which I fav' i among the Arms out of the Ship. How
ever, as 1r.y Crop was but fmali, I had no grecJt Difficnlty 
to cut it dc..,rn: Jn ihon, 1 reap'd it my Way, for l cut 
nothing off but the Ears, and carry'd it away in a great 
Bafket 1, bi, h I had made, cir.cl fo rubb'd it out\'\ itn my 
H,aods: And at th~ End of all my Harvefling, I found, 
that out of my I·:folf-peck of Seed, I had near two 
J1u'heh of Rice, and ab0vc: t\\O Bufhels and an half of 
Bdrley, that zs to fay, by my G uefs, for I had no Ivfoafu re 
at that Ti me. 

Ho\\ C\ er, this was a gre:H Encouragement to me; 
and 1 fordaw, that in time it would p!eafo God to fop-
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ply me with Ilread: And yet here I was perplex'd again:1 
for I neither knew how to grind or make l\1eal of my 
Corn, or indeed how to clean it, and part it; nor, if 
made into Meal, how to make Bread of it; and if how to 

make it, yet I knew not how to bake it. Thefe Things 
being added to my De fire of having a good Q!!antity for 
Store, and to {ec.ure a conftant Supply, I refolv'd not to 
tafte any of this Crop, but to preferve it all for Seed 
again ft the next Seafon, and in the mean time to em ploy 

all my Study and Hours of working to accomplifu this 
greJt 'Nork of providing myfelf with Corn and Bread. 

It might be truly faid, that now I work'd for my 
Bread. 'Tis a little wonderful, and what I believe few 

People have thought much upon; ,viz.. the fl:range l\:Iul
titude of little Things nece!fary in the providing, pro
ducing, curing, drefiing, making, and finifhing, this one
Article of Bread. 

I, that was reduc'd to a mere State of Nature, found 
this to be my daily Difcouragement, and was made more 
and more fenfibleof it every Hour, even after I got the 
firfi: Handful of Seed-corn, which, as I have faid, came 
up unexpeB:edly, and indeed to a Surprife. 

Firfi-, I had no Plough to turn the Earth, no Spade o? 
Shovel to dig it. V{ell, this I conquer'd by making a 
wooden Spade, as I obferv'd before; but this did my 
Work but in a wooden Manner; and tho' it cofi: me a 
great many Days ,o make it, yet for want of Iron, it not 
Ol'.\ly wore out the fooner, but made my Work the harder, 
and made it be perform'd much worfe. 

However, this T bore with too, and was content to 
work it om with Patience, and bear with the Badnefs of 
the Perforn1ance. \Vhen the Corn was fow'd, I had no 
Harrnw, but was forc'd to go over it rnyfelf, and drag a 
great heav:r Bough of a Tree over it, to fcratch the Earth:,, 
.:s it may be cal''d, rather than- rake or harrow it. 

Whvn it wa~ growing or grown, I have ohferv'<l 
already how rnJn} things I wanted , to fence it, fecure it, 
mow or rea p it, cure or canv it home, threfh, oart it 
fr0 :11 th~ Ch aff, and f.we it. ·Then I wanted a ~1ill to 
p,rind i:, Sieves to drefs it, Yefr and S1it to make it 
into Brend, and an Oven to b1ke it in; and all thefe 
th106s I d.d· \\ i:ho 1 t, as iball be obferred ; and yet the 

Corn 
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Cora \Vas an inefiimable Comfort and Advant.'.ln-e to me b 

,.oo; but all this, as I foid, mace every thing laborious 

and tedious to me, but that there was no Helo -for; neither 

was my Time fo much Lofs to me, bccaute I had di

vided it; a certain Part of it was enry Dc:iy anpointcd to 

thefe \Vorks; and as I 1e1olv'd to ufe none ~f the Corn 

for Bread, till I had greater QE:,ntity by me, I had tl1e 

next :fix Months to apoly myfelf wholly by Labour and 

Invention, to furniih myfelf with 'Ctenfils proper for the 

performing all the Operations necdfory for the making 

the Corn, when I had it, fit for my Ufe. 
But firft I was to prepare more Land, for I had now 

Seed ennugh to fow abon an Acre of Ground. Before I 

did this, 1 had a \Veek's ,v ork at leaft to make me a 

Spade, which, when it was done, was a very ferry on~ 

indeed, and very heavy, and requir'd double L:1bcnr to 

work with it; however, I wrnt thro' that, and 10w'd my 
Seeds in two large flat Pieces of Ground, as near my 
Houfe as I could find them to my Mind, and fenc'd them 

in with a goo<l HedgG, the Stakes of which were all cut 

of tffftt Wood whic.:h 1 had ftt before, which I I~new 

would grow, fo that in one Year's time I knew I ihould 

have a ~ick of living Hedge, tbat would want but littlt 
Repair. This Work was not fo little, as to take me up 

lefs than three Months, becaufe great Part of that Time 

wasr of the wet Seafon, when I could not go abroad. 

Within-door, that is, when it rain'd, and I could not 

go out, I found Employment on the following Occafion, 

always obferving, that all t1ie while I was at Work, I 

· diH'1 ted myfelf with t~lking to my Parrot, nnd teaching 

t,im to fpeak; and 1 guickly learnt him to know his own 

Name; at lafl:, to fpeak it out pretty loud, POL; which 

was the fir11 \Vo,d I ever heard fpoken in the Ifland by 

ariy Mouth but my own. This therefore was not my 

\Vork, but an Affiftant to my \Vork; for now, as I faid, 

1 had a great Employment uron my Hands, as follows; 

viz. I had long ftndy'd, by fome means or other, to 

make myfelf fome earthen Veife-1s, which indeed I wanted 

forcly, but knew not where to come at them: How

e\'cr, confidering the Heat of the Climate, I did not 

doubt but, if I could find out any fuch Clay, I might 

botch up fome frc1' Poe, as might, bein,1 dry'd by the 
Sun, 
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Sun, be hard enough, and fhong enough, to bear hand
ling, and to hold any thing that was dry, and requir'd 
to be kept fo ; and as this was neceffary in preparing 
Corn, Meal, fsc. which was the Thing I was upon, ( 
rcfolv'd to make fome as laree as I could, and fi~ only to 
il:and like Jars to hold what iliould be put into tbem. 

It would make the Reader pity me, or rather laugh at 
me, to tell how many aukward Ways I took to rai!e th:! 
Pail:e, what odd mif.fuapen ugly Things I made, how 
many of them fell in, and how many fell out, the Clay 
r.ot being ftiffenough tobearitsown'\Vcight; how many 
<.m:ck'd by the O\er-vi0lent Heat of the Sun, being fetout 
too ha!lily; and hO\.v many fell to Pieces with only re
moving, as well before as after they were dry'd; and, in a 
word, how, after having labour'd hard to find the Clay, to 
dig it, to temper it, to bring it home, and work it, I 
could not make above two large eartr.en ugly Things, l 
cannot call them Jars, in about two Months Labour. 

However, as the Sun bakt:d thefe two very dry and 
h:ird, I lifted them very gently up, and fet them down 
igain i11 two great \Vicker ba{kds, which I had made on 
purpofe for them, that they might not break; and i-a 
between the Pot and the Balk.ct, there was n little Room 
to fpare, I ftuffed it full 1.,f th~ Rice and Ba.·ley Straw; 
and thefo two Pots being to ftand always dry, I though, 
would hold my dry Corn, and perhaps Lhe Meal when 
the Corn was bruifed. 

Though I mifcarried fo m1Jc-h jn my Defign for Jargt 
Pots, yet I made fevcral {baller Things with bc:tter Suc
cefs; foch as little round Pots, flat Difoes, Pitchers. and 
Pifkins, and any thing my Hand turn'd to; and tbif 
Heat of the Sun bak'd them il:r.ingely hard. 

But all this would not an f wer my End, which \\'as to 
get an earthen Pot to hold what was liquid, and bear the 
Fire, \Vhich none of tht:ft! rnuld do. It happen'<l after 
fomc time, rriakiog a pretty large Fire for cooking my 
1\:Ieat, whe11 1 went to put it out, after J had done witn 
it, I found a bro~en P1t~ce of one of my Earthen-ware 
Veffels in the Fire, burnt as hard as a Sto,e, and red as 
a Tile. I w-- agreeably forpris'd to fee it, and faid to 
mvfelF, chat C{'rrainly thC"V mioht be made to burn whole, , , .::, 

if they woulJ bJrn broken. 
Thi.. 
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This fet me to ftudy how to order my Fire, fo as to 
rnake it burn me fome Pots. I had no Notion of a Ki In, 
fuch as the Potters burn in, or of glazing them with 
Lead, though I had fome Lead to do it with: But I 
plac'd three large Pipkins, and two or three Pots, in a 
Pile one upon another, and piac'd my Fire-wood all 
round it with a great Heap of Embers under them: I 
ply'd the Fire with frefu Fuel round the Outf:de, and 
up0n the Top, till I faw the Pots in the Jnfide red-hot 
quite thro', and obferv'd that they did not crack at all:· 
When I faw them clear red, I let them ftand in that 
Heat ahout five or fix Hours, till I fo:rnd one of them, 
though it did not crack, did melt or run ; for the Sand 
which was mixed with the Clay melted by the Violence 
of the Heat, and would have run into Glafa, if 1 had 
gone on ; fo I flack'd my Fire gradually, tili the Pots be
gan to abate of the red Colour; and watching them all 
Night, that I might not let the Fire abate too faft, in the 
Morning I had three very good, I will not fay handfome 
Pipkins, and two other earthen Pots, as hard burnt a3 

could be deiir'd; and or.e of them perfea.ly glaz'd with 
the running of the Sand. 

Aftt'r this Experiment I need not fay that I w2nted no 
Sort of Earthen-vvare for ,ny Ufe; but I mufl: needs fay, 
as to the Shapes of them, they were very indifferent, as 
any one may foppofe, when I h2d no Way of making 
them, but as the Children m,;ke Dirt-pies, or as a Woman 
would make Pies that never learnt to raife Pafte. 

No Joy at a thing of fo mean a Nature was ever equa! 
to mine, when I found I had made an earthen Pot that 
\,·ould bear the Fire; and J had hardly Patience to ftay 
till they were cold, before I fc.c one upon the Fire again, 
with fome \Vater in it, to boil me fame Meat, which I 
did admirably well; and with a Piece of a Kid I made 
fame very good Broth, tho' I wanted Oatme~l, and feveral 
other Ingredir:nts requifite to make it fo good a5 I 
,vould have had it. · 

My next Concern ,,·as, to r,E't me a Stone 1\1ortar 
to 11amp or beat fome Corn in; 't·or as to the Mill, there
w::is no Th"noht of arriving to that Perfdtion of Art, 
•with one Pair ~f Hands. To fopply this \Vant, I was 
a~ a great Lofs; for of <!ll Trndts in the World I w:i as 

perft:ffly 
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.perfeRly unqualified for a Stone-cutter, as for any what-, 
ever; neither had I any Tools to go about it with. I 
f pent many a Day to find out a great Stone big enough to 
cut hollow, and make fit for a Mortar, and could find 
none at all, except what was in the folid Rock, and which 
I had no Way to dig or cut out; nor indeed were the 
Rocks in the Iiland of Hardnefs fufficient, but were all of 
a fandy crumbling Stone, which would neither bear the 
Weight of an heavy Pefile, nor would b·eak the Corn 
without filling it with Sand : So, after a great deal of Time 
loft in fearching for a Stone, I gave it over, and refolv'd 
to look out a great Block of hard Wood, which I found 
indeed much eafier; and getting one as big as I had 
Strenoth to ilir, l rounded it, and form'd it on the Out
fide \~ith my Ax and Hatchet; and then with the Help of 
Fire, and infinite Labour, made an hollow Place in it, as 
the Indians in Brajil make their Canoes. After this, I made 
a great heavy Pe!1:1e or Beater, of the Wood call'd the 
Iron-wood, and this I prepared and laid by againfl: I had 
my next Crop of Corn, when I prcpofed to myfelfto grind, 
or rather pound, my Corn or Meal to make my Bread. 

My next Difficulty was to make a Sieve or Sierce, to 
drefs my Meal, and p:irt it from the Bran and the 
Hufk, \\,ithout which I did not fee it poffible I could 
have any Bread. This was a moil diHic:ult Thing, fo 
much as but to think on; for to be fure l had nothing 
like the neceffary Things to make it with; I mean fine 
thin Canvas, or Stuff to fierce the Meal through. And 
here I was at a full Stop for many Months; nor did I real
ly know what to do; Linen I had none left, but what 
was mere Rags; I had Goat's Hair, but neither knew I 
how to weave or f pin it; and had I known how, here were 
no Tools to work it with; all the Remedy that I found 
for this, w:is, that at la!t I did remember I h~d a111ong 
the Se:1n~en's Clothes which were fa\'d out of the Ship, 
fome Neekcloths of Callico or Muflin; and with fome 
Pieces of thefe I made three frnall Sieves, but proper 
enough for the Work; and thus l made Shift for fome 
Years; how I did afterwards, T fl-, Ii fhcw in its Place. 

The baking Part was the 1wxc Thing to be confider'd, 
and how I {hould make Bread when I came to have 
Corn; for, firfr, l had no Yell: As to that Part, as 

b ~~ 
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there was no fupplying the V/ant, fo I did not concerr, 
mylelf much about it. But for an Oven, I was indeed in 
great Pain. At length I found out an Experiment for 
that alfo, which was this; 1 made fome earthen Ve"ilels 
Yery broad, but not deep; that is to fay, about two Feet 
Diameter, and not above nine Inches deep ; trefe f 
burnt in the Fire, as I had done the other, and laid them 
by; and when I wanted to b.,ke, I made a great Fire 
upon the Hearth, which I had paved with fome fquare 
Tiles of my own making and burning alfo; but I !hould 
not call them fquare. 

When the Fire-wood was burnt pretty much into Em
bers, or live Coals, I drew them forward upon this 
Hearth, fo as to cover it all over; and there I let them 
lie, till the Hearth was very hot; then [weeping away all 
tbe Embers, I fet down my Loaf, or Loaves; and whelm
ing down the earthen Pot upon thrm, drew the Embers 
all round the Out fide of the Pot, to keep in, and add to 
the Heat; and thus, as well as in the befi Oven in the 
World, I bak'd my Barley-loa\'es, and became in a little 
Time a mere Paftry-cook into the Bargain; for 1 made 
rnyfelf feveral Cakes of the Rice, and Puddings; indeed 
1 made no Pies, neither had I any thing to put into ti cm, 
foppofing I had, except the Flefh either of Fowls or Goats. 

1t need not be wonder'd at, if all thefe Things took 
me up mofi Part of'the third Year of my Abode here; 
for it is to be obfrrved, that in the Intervals of thefe 
Things, I had my new Harvefr and H ufbandry to ma
nage: For I reaped my Corn in its Seafo11, and carried 
it Home as well as I could, and laid it up in the Ear, 
in my large Bafkers, till I had Time to rub it out; for 
I had no Floor to threfh it on, or Infin:ment to thrdh it 
with. 

i\.nd now indeed my Stock of Corn increafing, I really 
wanted to build my Barns bigger: I wanted a Place to 
lay it up in; for the lncreafe of the Corn now yitlded 
.me fo much, that I had of the Barley about twenty 
Bu!bels, and of the Rice as much, or more; infomuch 
that 1 now rcfolved to begin to ufe it freely, for my Bread 
had been quite gone a great while; alfo 1 refolv'd to 
fee what ~antity would be fo.fficient for me a whole 
Year, and t¥> fow but once a Year. 
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Upon the whole, I found tlut the forty ~ufheJ_s of 
Barley and Rice were much more than I coulct conlume 
in a Year; fo ·1 refolved to iow juil the.fame ~antity 
every Year that I fow'd t~e laft, i1: hopes that 1uch a 
~antity would fully pro~1de me with ~read, & c. 

All the \vhile thefc! Things ,,ere dorng, you may be 
fore my Thoughts ran many Times upo~1 the ProfpeEt of 
Land which 1 had feen from the other S1<le of the Hland J 
and i. was not without fecret ½'ii11es, that I was on 
Shore there, fancying that feeing the main Land, and 
2n inhabited Country, I might find fome \Vay or other to 
convey myfelf farther, and ~perhaps at Jail: find fome 
Means of Efcape. 

But all this while I made no Allowance for the Danger.s 
of foch a Condition, and how I might fall into the Hands 
of Savages, and perhaps luch as I might have Reafon to 
think far worfe than the Lions and Tygers of Africa: 
That if I once c,,me into their l'ower, I fhould run a11 
H,.zard more than a thoufand to one of being killed, 
and perhaps of being eaten; for I had hear<l t 11~t th~ 
People of the Cari6ean Coafls were Canibals, or l\1en
eater~; and I knew by the Latitude that I could not be 
far off from that Sho•e: Thar, fuppoie they were not 
Canibals, yet they might kill me as many Europeans 
\\ ho had fallen into their Hands had been ferved, eren 
when they had heen ten or twenty together; much more 
I that was but Ol'e, and could make litt!e er no De
fence. All thefe Things, I fay, v·hich I ought to have 
confidercd wdl of, and I did cafi: up in my Thoughts 
aftc:-wards, yet toe k up none of my Apprehnfions .it 
firfi; and my Hr>2d ran mightily upon the Thoughts of 
getting over to that Shore. 

1 r o .v I wifl1~d for my Bnv Xmy. and the Loner. boat, • , b \',ith the Shoulder of Nimton-.:,ail, with which I fiil'd 
abu, e a thou•,rnd , l ile3 on the Coatl: of ./lfnca ; but 
this was in vain. Then I thought l would go on and look 
on our Ship's Bo .t, which, as J have faid, ,,as blow11 
up upon the ~hare a g~eat \Vay in the Storm, when w~ 
were firfi: can away. She by almolt: whtre 1l1e did at 
firft, but net quit1:; and was turn'tl by the F'Jrce of the 
V/avr£ and the \Vinds, almoCT: Dottom up,\ards, againil 
the high Ridge of beachy rough Si.nd, but no Water 
<-Lo 't her as before. 1.f 
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If I had had Hands to have refitted her, and have 

launch'd her into the Water, the Boat would ha\'e '.ione 

well enough, and I mighc ha\'e gone bal:k in .o the Brajils 

with her eafy enough; but I might have eafily fore een, 

that I could no more turn her, and {et .er upright 

upon her Bottom, than I could remove the Hland. How

ever I went to the Wood, and cut Leave1s and Rollers: 

and brought them to the Boat, refolved to try ,vhat I 

could do; fuggeHing to myfelf, that if I could but 

turn her down, I might ea:fily repair the Damage fhe 

had received, and .fhe would be a very good Boat, and I 

might go to Sea in her very eafily. 

I fpared no Pains indeed in this Piece of fruitlefs Toil, 

and fpent, I think, three or four Weeks about it; at 

laft finding it impoffible to heave it up with my little 

Strength, I fell to digging away the Sand to undermine 

it; and fo to make it fall down, fetting Pieces of \Vood 

to thruil and guide it right in the Fall. 

But when I had done this, I was unable to ftir it up 

again, or to get under it, much lefs to move it forwards 

towards the \Vater; fo I was forc'd to give it over: 

And yet, though I gave over the Hopes of the Boat, my 

Defire to venture over for the Main increafed, rather than 

decreafed, as the Means for it feem'd imprffible. 

This at length fet me upon thinking, whether it was 

riot poifible to make myfelf :i Canoe or Pering:,a, fuch as 

. the Natives of thofe Climates make, even without Tools, 

or, as I might fay, without Hands, rJiz. of the Trunk 

of a great Tree. This I not only thought poffible, but 

eafy; and plc:a&'d myfelf extremely with my Thoughti 

of making it, and \\ ith my having much more Conve

nience for it than any of the Kegrccs or l11dia1u; but not 

at all confidering the particular Jnconvcniencics which 

I lay under more than the lndiam did, '""Jiz. want of 

Hands to move it into the \Vatcr, when it was made; 

a Difficulty much harder for me to furmount, than all 

the Confequences of want of Tools could be to them : 

For what was it to me, that when I had chofen a ,,afl: 

Tree in the Woods, I might with great Trouble cnt it 

down, if after I might be able with my Tools to hew 

and dub the Oudide into a proper Shape of a Boat, and 

burn or cut out the Infide to make it hollow, fo to m:ike 

a Boat of it, if, after all this, I muft leave it ju{l there 
where 
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·where I found it, and was not able to launch it into the 
Water? 

One would have thought, I could not have had the 
1eaft Refle&ion upon my Mind of my Circum9::ance1' 
while l was making this Boat, but I fuould have imme
-<liately thought how I thould get it into the Sea; but my 
Thoughts were fo intent upon my Voyage o\.'er the Sea 
i-n it, tbat I never once ccnfidered how 1 thould get it oft" of 
the Land; apd it _was really in its own Nature more eafy 
for me to guide it-over forty-five Miles of Sea, th,\n about 
forty-five Fathom of Land, where it lay, to fet it afloat 
i-n the Water. 

I went to work upon this Boat the rnol1: 1ike a Fool 
-that ever Man did, who had any of his Senfes awake. I 
pleafed myfelf with the Defign, without determining 
whether I was ever able to undertake it; not but that the 
Difficulty of launching my Boat came often into my 
Head; but r put a Stop to my own Inquiries into it by 
this foolifh Anfwer, which I gave myfelf; Let me jirft 
make it, I'll <r.uan-anl I'll find Jome !Fay or other to ger: it 
along, rwben it iJ done. 

This was a moll: prepofrerous Method ; but the Eager.: 
nefs of my Fancy prevailed, and tn •.vork I went, and 
fdled a Cedar-tree: t queflion much whether Solor110~ 
~ver had fuch an one for the building the Temple at o/e
-~ufalem; it was fi\e Feet ten Inches Diameter at ~the 
fowcr Part next the Stump, and four Feet eleven Irich~s 
Diameter at the End of twenty-two Feet, after which it 
leffened for a while, and then parted into Branches: 
It was not without infinite Labour that I felled this 
Tree: I was twenty Day5 hacking ar.d hewing at it 
at the Bottom ; I was fourteen more getting the Branchee 
and Limbs, and the vaO: fpreading Head of it cut off; 
which I hacked and hewed through with my Ax and 
Hatchet, and inexpreffible Labour: Afrer this it cofi: 
n1e a Month to !hape it, and dub it to a Proportion, and 
to fomething like the Bottom of a Boat, that it might 
fwim upright as it ought to do. It coft me near three 
1v1ot1ths more to clear the lnfide, and work it out fo, 
as to make an exaa Boac of it : This I did indeed with
out Fire, by mere Mailet and Chiffel, and by the Dint of 
hard Labour; till I had brought it to be a VCP:' hanc.i -

V o L, I. F • fomc 
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fome Penagua, and big enough to have carried fix and 
t:venty Men, and confequently big enough to have ear
ned me and all my Cargo. 

When I had gone thro' this Work, I was extremely 
delighted with it: The Boat was really much bigger than 

· I ever faw a Canoe or Periagua, that was made of one Tree, 
in my Life; many a weary Stroke it had coft, you may be 
fure, for there remained nothing but to get it into the Wa
te;-; and had J gotten it into the Water, I make no C2Eef1:ion, 
but I fhou Id have begun the Il'adeft Voyage, and the moft 
unlikely to be performed, that ever was undertaken. 

But all my Devices to get it into the Water failed me, 
though they cofl: infinite Labour too; it lay about cne 
hundred Yards from the \V,itc:r, and not more; but the 
firft Inconvenience was, it was up Hill towards the Creek: 
~'ell, to take 2\\cl} thi5 DiltouragcmePt, r refoh,ed to 
dig into the Surfocc of the E:,rth, a11c fo make a Decli
vity ; this I began, and it cc•ft me a prodigious deal of 
Pains: But ,vho grudg~ PainE, that ha\'e their Delirerance 
in View? Bue when this was \\Orked throu6h, and this 
Dit11cu1ty managed, it \\..IS flill much at one; for I could 
110 more fiir the Came, than l could the other Doat. 

Th{'n 1 meafmed the Di!bnce of GroL1nd, and re
folved to cut a Dock, c r Can,!l, to bring the \Vater up 
~o the Ganoe, fr~inr l .... oJld not hring the Cal!ce do\\ n to 
the \Yater: '\:I;, l-ll, f 1 gan this \1/ork, and when I began 
to enter into 1·. ,'''.~ Cc.lcuiated how deep it was to be dug, 
}1~ v bro~.d, rhJW the 'S~u!r w be thrm,n c,ut, 1 found, 
that by tlie );:..mber of Ha,,Js I had, being none but my 
owr., it mu,t n,,ve heen ten or twelve '/e;irs befc•re 1 
foonld kt\C gone through with it; for rile Shc,re L1y high, 
fo that a: the upper End it mu.l hav~ been at leail twenty 

•Fet t derp; fo at kngth, thCJugh with g1eat Reluch,ncy, 
I g-at•e this Attempt over alfo. 

~This rrricveJ me he~rtilv, and now I fJw, though too 
late, the .... Fo!ly of begir.ning a \Vork before we count the 
Coll, and btfore we _iuJge rightly of our own Strength 
to oo throuoh \\ith it. 

In the \·licdle of this \Vork I finiihed my fourth Year 
in th::; Pi.ice, and 1-ept my .Ant.iverfary with the fame 
D,.'v tion, and \\ it h as much Comfort, as ever before; 
for by a conilan~ Sltldy, and fcrious Application of the 
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\Vord of God, and by the Affifiance of his Grace, I 
~gained a different Knowledge from what I had before; 
I entertained different N0tions of Things; I looked now 
upon the \Vorld as a Thing remote ; which I had no
thing to do with, no Expetl:arion from, and indeed no 
Defires about: In a Word, I had nothing indeed to do 
with it, nor was ever like to have; fo [ thought it 
looked as we may perhaps look upon it hereafter; <Viz. 
as a Place I had lived in, but was come out of it; ar1d 
well I might fay, as Father Ahraham to Dir-,;es, Betv.een 
me and tbt:e there is a great Gulph fixed. 

In the fir.fr Place, I was removed from all the vVicked
nefs of the World here: I had neither the LuJl ~/ the 
Flejh, the llfJl o.f the EJe, or the Pride o.f Lifi: · 1 h :, d no
thing to covet, for I had all l was nJw capable of cnjoy
irig: I was Lord of the whole Manor, or, if I pleafed, I 
might call ID) felf King or Emperor over the whole Coun
try \vhich I had PoKeffion of: There were no Rivals: 
I had no Competitor, none to d =fpute Sovereignty o.r 
CJmmand \Vich me: I might l1ave rais'd 'Ship-loadings 
of Corn, but I had no Ufe for it; fo I let as little ~ro,v c:, 

"S 1 thought enough for my Oc.:afion ; I had Torto:fes 
or Turtles enough ; but now-and-ther. one was as much 
,1s I could put to any Ufe: I bad Timber enough to 
ha\·e built a Fleet of Ships; I had Giapcs er.ough to 
have made Wine, or to have cured into l{aifins, to have 
lo:.ded that Fleet ,,:hen they har:l been built. -

But all f could make ule of, was all that was vahiable: 
1 had enough to eat, and to (upply my \Van ts, and \\ hat 
\Vas all the ret1 to me? If I killed more Fk01 than f 
could tat, the Dog muf1: e<lt it, o;· the Vermin, if I fowed 
more Lorn than l coL.ld car, i~ niufi: be fpoiled: The 
Trees that I cut down were lyit;~ to ro on the Ground, 
1 could make no more Ufe of them than for Fud; and 
that I had no Occaiion for, lna: to drefs my Food. 

In a \Vord, the ~ature and Experience of Things 
dic1:at,!d to rr.e upon jull: ReficEtion, that all the good 
Thing:; of this \Vorld are no for:her good to us, tlrnn, 
they are for our Ufc; and that wh,ttcver \Ve may her;i:, 
up indetd to gi!. c others, \,e enjoy as nrnch as \VC can 
ule, ,1r.d n0 more. The molt covetous griping Mifer ill.\ 
the \VorlJ ,,,odd hav~ hcen cure<l of tbe Vj::c of Co-

f z v,~toufr.efs;. 
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vetoufoefs," if be had been in my Cafe; for I pufTd!'ed 
infinitely more than I knew what to do with. J had r.o 

room for Defire, except it was of Things which I had 

not, and thty were but TriBes, tho' in<leed of great Ufe 

to me. 1 had, as I h:nted before, a Parcel of Money, 

a& well Gold as Silver, about thirty-fix Pounds Sterling: 

Alas! there the narly ferry u(elefs Stuff lay; I had no 

rn:rnner of Bufinefs for it; and J often though~ \\ith n.y

felf that I would have gi.,en an Handful of it for a Grofa 
C'i[ Tobacco-pipes, or for a Hand-mill to grind my Corn; 

nay, I would have gi\'en it all for Sixpenny-worth of 

Cfurntp and Carrot Seed out of England, or for an Handful 

(;f Peas and Bea:u, and a Bottle of Ink: As it was, I had 

not the leafi Advant2ge by it, or Benefit from it; but there 

it lay in a Drawer, and grew mouldy with the Damp of 

the Cave, in the wet Seafon; and if 1 had had the Drawer 

full of Diamonds, it had been the fame Care; and they 
had been of no manner of Value to me, becau(e of no Ufe. 

I had now brought my State of Life to be much eaiic-r 

in itfrlf than it was at fidl, and much eaficr to nw !\,Jind., 

a~ well as to my Body. I frequer.tly fat duw~ to my 
JVf eat with Thankfulnefs, and acirni~ed the Hand of 
God's Providence, which had thus 1"prc:1d my Table in 

,he Wildernefs: I learned to look more upon the bright 

Side of my Condition, and lefs upon the dark Side; and 

to confider what I enjoyed, rather than what l wantt'd ; 

and this gave me fometimes fuch fecret Comforts, that 

! l·,rnnot exprefs them; and which I take Notice of 

bere, to put thofe difcontenced People in mind of it, who 

cannot enjoy comfortably \Vhat God hath given them, 

, ecaufe thrv fee and covet fomething that he has not 
c,, ivrn them~ All our Di(contents about what \\e war.r, · 
l:, 

3-ppeared to me to fpring from the '\Vant of Thar.kfuJ.-:ds 

for what we have. 
Another RefleE\:ion wa.; of great Ufe to me, and doubt

}efs would be fo to any one that Jhould fall into fuch 

Diilrefs as mine was; and this was, to compare my p1e

i""e11t Condition ~ith what I at firil: expected it fnould be; 
nay, with what it would certainly ha\'e been, if the good 

P1ovidence of God had no, wonderfully ordered the Shio 
to be cait up r:earer to the Shore, \vhere I not only 

cEuld come at her, but could bring what I got out of 
t her 
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her to the-Shore for my Relief and Comfort ; ,vithout 
which I had wanted Tools to work, \Veapons for De
fence, or Gunpowder and Sho! for getting my Food. 

I fpent whole Hours, I nuy fay, whole Days, in re• 
prefentiog to my(eif in the moft lively Colours, how I 
muH have atted, if l had got nothing ou--c of the Ship; 
how I could not have fo m:.ich as got any food, except Fifh 
and Turtles;. and that, as it was long before l found any 
of them, I mu11 have peri fh'd fir fr ; That I lbould ha, e 
lived, if I h.ad not perifhed, like a mere Savage . That if 
I had killed a Goat or a Fowl by any Contrivance, I had 
no way to flay or open them, or part the Fieili from t!lc 
Skin and the Bowels, or to. cut it up ; but rnuit gna;..· i_:; 
with my Teeth, and pull it with rny Claws, like a Be:.dL 

Thefe Refletlions made me verv fenfible of the Good• 
nefs of Providence to me~.and very 'thankful for my prdent 
Condition, with all its Hardfhips and Misfortunes : A•:d 
this Part alfo 1 cannot but recommend to th~ Reflection of' 
thofe who are apt in their Mifery to fay, Ism~, ,1tfliH.or. 
Jil<e mine P Let them confider, how much worfe the Cafe"' 
of fome People are, and what their Cafe might hav¢ 
been, if Providence had thought fit. 

J had another Reflection which affifted me a1fo to 
eomfort my Mind with Hopes; and this was, comparing 
my prefent Condition with what I had deferved, and 
had therefore Reafon to expetl from the Hand of Provi
dence; I had lived a dreadful Life, perfe&ly <lefi:itute of 
the Knowledge and Fear of God~ I had been well in
ftructed by Father and Mother; neither had they been 
wanting to me in their early Enccavours, to infofe a 
religious Awe of God into my Mind, a Senfe of my 
Duty, and of what the Nature and End of my Being 
required of me: But alas! falling early into the Sea
faring Life, which of all the Lives is the moft deftitute 
of the Fear of God, tho' his Terrors are always before 
them; I fay, falling early into the Seafaring Life, and 
into Seafaring Company, all that little Senfe of Religion 
\\ hich I had entertained, was laugh'd out of me by my 
Me!fmates; by an hardened defpifing of Dangers, 
and the Views of Death, which g-rew habitual to me ; 
by my long Ab[ence from all manner of Opportunities 
to converfe ,vith any thing but what was like myfe]f, · 
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or to hear any thing of what was good, or tended to
wards it. 

So void was I of every thing that was good, or of the 
Jeaft Senfe of what I was, or was to be, that in the 
greatefl Deliverance I enjoyed, foch as my Efcape from 
Sallee, my being taken up by the Portugurje Maller of 
the Ship, my being planted fo well in Brajil, my re
ceiving the Cargo from EntJa,id, and the hke, I ne\·er 
cnce had the Word 'lha,:k God, {o n.uch as on my Mine, 
or in my Mouth; nor in the g1catefi Difirefs, had f fo 
n1cch Thought as to pray to him; nor fo much as to fay, 
Lfird, L,a,1.:e 1.1fercy r,p:m me/ No, not to mention the Name 
of God, unief:, ic \vas to fwear by, and blafpheme. it. 

I had turiblc Reflections upon my Mind for many 
:Months, as l have already obferved, on the Account of 
1ny wicked and ha1ciened Life pafl; and when I 1oc,ked 
about me, and confidercd \\'hat particular ProvidenLCS 
.had attended me, fince mv comin~ into thi~ Place, and 
1rnw God had dealt bo1.; n ti'fully \\ ich me; had not only 
puniflwd me Jefs than my loiquity deferved, but hac.l fo 
rl~ntifully pro\·icled for n,c; this gan: m.: great Hopes, 
that rr. y Rcpt ~ran =e \\ a~. acct pttd, and thac G 0d had 
)e: Me,Lits jn Staie for me. 

Wirh thefe Rdlections I \vorked my Mind up, not only 
M Refignation to the \Vil! of God in the prefent Difpo
fition of my Circumfiances, but even to a iincere Thank
folnefs of my Condition; and that I, who was} et a li-ving 
Ji.Jan, ought not to ccmplain, .ft'Ci11g I had 110! the due Pu11ijh
vm1t if v~y Sws; that I enjoyed fo many Mercies, which 
I h;id no Reafon to li;ivr l'Xpec:1ed in that Place, that I 
ought never more to repine at my Condition, but to re
joice, and to give daily Thanks, for that dmly Bread, 
which nothing but a Cloud of Wonders could have 
brought: Th:it I oLJght to confider I had been frd even by 
:. M;:~cle, even as great as thc1r of feeding Elijah by Ra
,,ens; nay, by a long Series of Miracles; and th;it I could 
hardlv have name<l a Pl.ice in th~ uninhabited Part of the 
·world. where I c0uld ha••e bC't>n caf1 more to my Advan
tage: 1\ Pfoce, where as I h~1d no Society, which was my 
Affliction on one h:rnd, fo 1 f~• unJ :10 raven ous Btafls, no 
furious \Volves or Tygers, to threaten my Life; no veno
n.ous Creatures or poifonr,u,, which I might have fed on 
to my Hurt, no Saragc s to murder and devour me. ln 
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in a Word, as my Life was a Life of Sorrow one way, 
to it was a Life of Mercy another; and I \\anted nothing 
to make it a Life of Comfort, but to be able to make 
my Senfe of God's Goodnefa to me, and Cue over me 
in this Condition, be my daily Confolation; and after I 
made a juft Improvement of thefe things, I went away, 
and was no more fad. 

I had now been here fo Jong, that many things which 
I brought 011 Shore for my Help, were either quite gone, 
or verv much wafled, and near fpent. 

My· Ink, as I obferved, had been gone for fome Time, 
a11 but a very little, which I eek'd out with Water a little 
and a little, till it was fo pale it fcarce left any Appear.:. 
ance of Black upon the Paper: As long as it lailed, l 
made u!e of it to minute down th~ Days of the Month 
on which nny remarkable thing happened to me; and 
firil: by cafling up Times pa/1:, I remember that there was 
a ftrange Concurrence of Days, in the various Provi
dences which befel me, and which, if I had been foper~ 
fiitiou!1y inclined to obferve Days as fatal or fortunate, I 
might ha\·e had Reafon to have looked upon with a great 
deal of Curiofity • 

.Fi:-11:, [ had obfen ed, that the fame Dav th-:1t I b~oke 
awav from mv Father and ID\' Friends, an·d rrn away to 
llul/ in order ~o go to Sea, th; lame Day aftem:irda I ·was 
taken by the Sa//;e M.rn of \Var, a1id made a Slave. 

Th" fame D;:i.y of the Y t'archac1 efcaped out of the \Vreck 
oft\ 1 t Ship in 'Yan,:outh ~ oads, that fame Day of the Yea.r 
after vards I made my ECcape from Sallee in the Boat. 

'f he fame Day of the Year I was born on, 'l.'i.z.. the 
20th of Scf1tmher, the fame Day I had r..y Life fo mira• 
culc\uf1y Cned 26 Years after, when I was caft on Shore 
in thi ific;1nJ ; fo that my wicked Life:, and folicary 
Life, both began on a Day. 

Tile next thing to my Ink's being w::i{h:d, was that of 
my Br.ea<l, I mean the Bifcuit which I brought out of th~ 
Ship: 1 his I had hufbanded to the laft Degree, allowing 
r,1yfdf but one Cake of Bread a Day, for above a Year; 
.ind yet I wa~ quite without Bread for a Year before I got 
· ny Corn of rny own ; and great Reafon l had to be 
tk11Lful that l.h. d any at all, the getting it br:ing, as 
has been c1lrcadr obf.ncd: next to miraculous. . 

F 4 1'viy 

I ( 

} 



·I 
I 

I 

I 

128 The LIFE and An v E ~Tu RE s oj. 

My Clothes too tegan to decay migl1tily: As to Linen, 
l had none a gocd whik, except fome chequered ~hirts 
,vhich I found in the Che fl s of the other Seamen, and 
which ] carefully p,eferved, becaufe many times I could 
Lear r,o otner Clothes on but a Shirt; and it was a very 
great Help to me, that l had among all the Men's Clothes 
of the Ship almofl three dozen of Shirts. There were 
alfo feveral t!.ick \Vatch-coats of the s·eamen, which were· 
lefr behind, but they were too hot to wear; and tho' it is 
true, that the Weather was fo violent hot, that there "a:. 
no need of Clothes, yet I could not go quite naked; no, 
tho' I had been :nclined to it, which 1 was not; nor 
could 1 abide the Thoughts of it, though I \vns all alone. 

One Reafon why I couid not go quite naked, was, I 
could not bear the Heat of the Sun fo well when quite 
naked, as with fame Clothes on; nay, the very Heat 
frequently b1ifi.tred my Skin; whereas, with a Shirt on. 
the Air. itfelf made forne Motion, and whiftling under 
the Shirt, was twofold cooler than without it: No mor: 
rould I ev.er bring rnyfelf to go out in the Heat of the· 
Sun withoµt a Cap or an Hat; the Heat of the Sun beat
fog with [uch Vio!ence as it does in that Place, would 
11.i ve me the Head-ach prefcntly, by darting fo directly. 
on my Head,. wjthout a Cap or Hat on, fo that I could 
not bear i.t ; wherea!:, if I p:.¾t on ;ny Hat, it would pre
fently g0 aw;iy. 

U ron tht. (e Vie~·s I began ~o confider about putting the
few Rao s I hnd, wh-ich J call~d Clothes, into fome Order;. 
] ha'1 \torn cut all the \Vaiflcoai's l had.., and my Bufinefs 
was now to try if I could not make Jackets out of tl1c 

·great \1/at~h-coats v. hich J bad by me, and with ~ucb 
other Matt'rials as I hid; fo I frt to work a Tayronng, 
or r.athcr indeed a Botchjr,g; for 1 made moft piteous 
Work of it. However, J made fbift to make two or 
three W ,.illcoats, which I hoped would ferve me a great 
while ; as for Breeches or Drawers, I made but very 
forrr fhift indeed, ti II afterwards. 

( have mentioned that I faved the Skins of a11 the 
Creatures that I killed, I mean four.footed ones; and I 
had huno- them up ftretched out with Stitks in the Sun; 
by whic}i means fomc of them w~e fo. dry and hard, 
that thev \HJ e fit for fotle; but others, lt fee ms, were , 
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,•cry ufeful. The firfi thing I made of thefe was a grea~ 
Cap for my Head, wich the Hair on the Oudide W 

ih oot off the Rain; and this I performed fo well, that 
after this I made a Suit of Clothes wholly of thofe Skin~; 
that is to fay, a \VaiHcoat and Breeches open at the Knees, 
and both lcofe; for they were rather wanting to keep me 
cool, than to keep me warm. I muft not omit to ac" 
knowledge, that they were wretchedly made; for if! W2$ 

a bad Carpenter, ! was a worfe 'iaylor: Howevt:r, they 
were fuch as I made a very good fhift with; and when I 
was abroad, if it happened to rain, the Hair of the Waifi~ 
coat and Cap being outmoft, I was kept very dry. 

After this I fperit a deal of Time an_d Pains to make 
me an Umbrella: I was indeed jn great Want of one, 
and had a great Mind to make one: I bad feen theG1 
made in the Brajils, whe,..e they are very ufeful in du: 
great Heats which are there; and 1 felt the Heats e\'e!y 
jot as oreat here, and greater too, being nearer the 
Equinox~ befides, as I was obliged to he much abroac 1 

it was a moft ufeful thing to me, as well for the Rain~ 
as the Heats. I took a world of fain:; at it, and w,PJ 
a great while before I could make any thing likely to 

hold; nay, after I thought 1 had hit the Way, I fpoiled 
two or three before I made one to my Mind; but at laft 
I made one that anfwered indifferently well; the main 
Difficulty I found was to make it to let down: I co1;ld 
make it ~o fpread; but if it did not let down too, :rnci. 
draw in, it would not be poi table for me <11.y way, bl,t 
juft over my Head, which woL;lcl not do: Uowc,•er, a~ 
laft, as I faid, I made one :o an!wer; I covered it \vith 
Skins, the Hair upwards, fo that it cafl off the Rain lik~ 
a Penthoufe, and kept off the Sun lo effccl(lally, that I 
could walk out in the hctte-0: of th~ \Vearher, with 
greater Advantage than I could bcforC" in the coolett ; 
and when I had no neeJ of it, I coul~ clofc it, .rnd cury 
it under my Arm, 

Thus I lived mighty comfortably, my Mind beincr 
entirely compofed by refigning to the \Yill of God, and 
throwing myfelf wholly upon the Difpofal of his Provi• 
dence : This made mv Life bette1 than fociable ~ for 
when I began to regret the WJOt cf Converfation, I 
would afk myfelf, whetr:c1· !.illl': conYcrlin~ mn:•uallv 
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~·ith my own Thoughts, and, as I h0pe, I may fay, with even my Maker, by Ejaculatio1's and PttitiC'r<, was not better than the utmoft Enjoyment of human Society in the \Vorld ? 

1 cannot fay, that after this, for five Years, any extraordinary thing happened to me; but l lived on in the fame Courfe, in the fame Poflure and Place, jufl: as before: The chief Thing 1 \\~U employ'd in, befides my c.:.rly Lnlc ur of Planting my Badey and Rice, and nnirw my R;:,if.r:.:, of Loth which I ahva}'s kept up jufi ,.;r,ou<. tJ have iufricient Srock of the Year's Provifions 1J.;;01~hard; I fay, befides this }'early Labour, and my ·1dv Labonr of going out with my Gun, I had one La~'c •ir to rn,tkc me al anoe, \-, hich at lafi I finifh'd : So .11at ~"'Y di£ging a Canal to it fix Feet wide, and four Feet cle, iJ· i.brcught it into the Cret'k, almofl:: half a iV1i1e. As for the firl1, tha, was fo , ,d1ly big, as I made it without confidcring beforeh;ind, as ! ought to do, hew I iliould be able to laun~h it: fo n.:ver being able to bring it to the \Vater, ·or bring the Water to it, 1 was ob:igrci to let :t Ee where it w2s, ~s a li!em~rm:dum to teacn me to be wifor re.xt time. J ndeeJ the next time, tho' I could not get a Tree proper for it, .:nJ vas in a Place whi;:re 1 could not get the Wat !r to it, at any lefs Difiarce than, asl ha\e faid, of ntu half a i\1ile; yet as I faw it was praaic2ble at Jc.fl, 1 never ga\•e it over; and tho' I was ne;;r two Years abJut it, yet l never ~rudged my Lab:iur, in Hopes of ha l'ir.g a Boat to go df ~ 1 , tv Sea <it ,a,c. 
However, though my little Piriagua wns fin:fhed, yet the Size of it wa5 not at all anfwerable to the Defign • \\ hich 1 had in View, when I made the firf1; 1 rr can of ventudng over to he rr'errnFrrma, \\ here it na abo\e forty J\·1iks broad; 2ccJrdiogly, tht! Smallnefs of my Boat a11ifted to ;.,utan End to that Defign, ar.d now I thought no r.'1c,re of it: Em c:s l had .: Co::r, rry next Defign was to make a Tour roun8 the ifl2nd; for as T ra<l be:en c n the other SUe, in or.~ Place, crdiir.g, c:a l hatt: rilread,r defu;bed it, cner the Land, fo rhc Difcoveries 1 11':idc jn that Jc-::irney, made r.,<.: very ea-e, !O fre tte ot'iier 

J>lr(• cf rhe Coalt j a:1J :-:o,v r na c! BvJ~, I th ... ut).c of nc;n.r:3 bt:t fo;!i1l6 r::unC: d.:: I!Lr,d. 
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For this Purpofr, and th~t I might do every thir;g. 
v:it h D1fcretion and C cr,fideraticn, I fitted up a little 
Id aft: to mv Bo.it, and made a Sai I to it out of forne of 
the Pieces.of the Ship's Saiis, which lay in Store, and 
of which I h:id a great Store by me. 

Having fitted my Maft and Sc1:l, and tried the Boat, I 
found fhe would fail very well: Then I made little 
Lockers and Boxes at either End of my Boat, to put Pro
vifions, Neceffaries, and Ammunition, c:fc. into, to be 
kept dry, either from Rain, or the Spray of the Sea; 
and a little long hollow Place I cut in the lnfide of the 
Boat, where { could lay my Gun, making a Flap to hang 
do1Vn over it to keep it dry. 

I fixed my Umbrella alfo in a Step at the Stern, like 
a Mail:, to Hand over my Head, and keep the Heat of 
the Sun off of me like an Awning; and thus I every 
now-and-then took a little Voyage upon the Sea, but 
never went far out, nor far from the little Creek; but at 
Jail being e:iger to view the Circumference of my little 
Kingdcm, 1 refolv'd upon my Tour, and accordingly I 
\'ictuall'd my Ship for the Voyage; putting in two Dozen 
of my Loaves (Cakes I {hould rather call them) of Bar
ley bread ; an earthen Pot full of parched Rice, a Food 
l eat a great deal of, a little-Bottle of Rum, half a Goat, 
and Powder with Shot for killing more, and two large 
V/atch-co.Hs, of thofe which, as l mentioned before, I · 

had faved out of the Seamen's Chefcs; thefe I took, one to 
lie upon, and the other to cover me in the Night. 

lt was the fixth of No-venter, in the fix th Year of my 
Reign, or my Captivity, which you pleafe, that I fee . 
out on this Voyage, and I found it much longer tlian f 
expefted; for though the Ifland itfelf was not very larce,. 

yet when I came to the Eaft-fide of it, I found a gr~at 
Ledge of Rocks lie out ab:rnt two Leagues into the Sea, 
fome above Water, fame under-it; and beyond this :i 

Shoal of Sand, lying dry half a League more; fo that I 
was ob1igect to go a great way out to Sea to double that 
Point. • 

"\Vhen I firfl: difcovered them, I was going to give 
over my Enrerprize, and come back again, not knowin.~ 
how far it might oblige me ~o go out to Sea; and abov~ 
al1 1 doubting how I Ihould get back aga!n; fo 1 cam~ 
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to an Anchor, for I had made me a kind of an Anchor· 
with a_ Piece of broken Grappling which I got ouc of · 
the Ship. -

Having fecured my Boat, J to'Jk my Gun, and went 
on Shore, climbing upon an Hill, which [eemed to over
look that Point, where I faw the full Extent of it, and 
refolved to venture. 

Jn my vievving the Sea from that Hill where I ftood 1 
I perceived a ftr.')ng, and indeed, a moiJ- furious Cur
rent, which ran to the Ean, e\'en came clofe to the 
Point; and J took the more notice of it, becaufe 1 faw 
there m~~ht be fome Dans::er, that when I ca-me into it, 
J might 'fie carried out to ~Sea by the Strength of it, and 
not be able to make the Hhnd ,igain; And indeed, had I
not gotten firft: upon this Hill, I belie\·e it would have 
been fo; for there was the fame Cu.rr.cn ton the other Side 
of the Hland, only that it fet off at a farther Diftance ; 
.and 1 faw there was a flrong Eddy under the Shore; fo · 
l had 11othing to do but to get out of the firll Current, 
and· I ibould prefrnrly be in, an Eddy. 

I Jay here, however, two Days; becaufc the Wind 
blowing pretty frefh (E. at S. E. and that beingjufl con
Hary to the faid Current) made a great Breach of the Sea. 
,Jpon the Point; fo that it was not fafe for me to keep
too clofe to the Shore for the Dreach, nor to go too far 
off becaufe of the Stream. 

The third D-ay in the Morning, the Wind having 
~bated over Night, the Se:i was calm, and I ventured; 
but I am a \Varning-piece again to all rafh and ignoranc 
.PJiot-s; for no fooner was J come to the Point, when 
ir.ven [ was not my toat's Leng th from the Shore, bu.t 
l found myfrlf in a great Depth of '\Vater, and a Cur
Tent like a Sluice of a Mill: it carried my Boat along, 
with it with foch Violence, that all I could do, could, 
not keep her fo much as on the Edge of it; but I fourrd 
h hurried me farther and far ther out out from the Eddy, 
which was on tlie Left-hand. There was no Wind
flirring to he! p me~ and all that I could do with 1!1-Y Pad
c!Je5 fignified nothing; and now I began to give my
felf over for lofi; for, as the Current was on both Side-, 
1he H1and, I knew in a frw Leag ucs Difrance they 
,nutl jo:o aga in, ,lnd th.en 1 w:is irrecoverably Eone ; 
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:10r 2i<l t fee any Poff 1>ilitj' oi .1 v0iding .: ; fo that I had 
no Profou:t before me 0;.;t l)f periihing; not bv tr.e Sea) 

! - , 

for that wa~ calm e,iOug<,, ,)ut ot Han mg for Hunger . . 
1 had indt:ed found a [ortoifo on the Shore, as big almofi 
as I could lifr, and had toi~'d ;t into the Boat; and J had a 
great Jar of frefh Water. that is to fay,one of my earthen 
Pots; but what we:& all this- to being driven into the vaft 
Ocean, where, to be fure, there was no Shore, no maio 
Land or Hland, for a thoufand Leagues at leaf!? 

And now I faw how e;;fy it was for the Providence of 
God to make· the mot miferable Condition that Man
kind could be inJ <".1Jo,):. Now I look,.d back upon my 
dcfolate folitary Hland. as the mofi pleafant Place in the 
'\Vorld, and all the Happinefs my Heart could wifh for 9 

W":S to be there again : I ftretch'd out my Hands to it 
with eager vVifhes ; 0 happy Defart ! faid I, I £hall ne
ver fee thee more; 0 miferable Creature ! faid I, whi
ther am r going? Then I reproach 'd myfelf with my un
thankful Temper, and how I had repin'd at my folitary 
Condition ; and now what would I give to be on Shore 
there again ? Thus we never fee the true State of our 
Condition, till it is illufirated to us by its Contraries; 
nor know how to Value what we enjoy, but by the Want 
of it : It is fcarce poffib!e to imagine the Confternation I 
was now in, being driven from my beloved lflan-:l (for 
fo it appear'd to rre now to be) into the wide Ocean, 
almofr two Leagues, and in the utmof1: Def pair of ever 
recovering it again: However, I worked hard, till in
deed my Strength was almofi exhaufred; and kept my 
Boat as much to the North'7.t'1rd, that is, towards the 
Side of the Current which the Ed 'y lay on, as poffibly 
I could; when about Noon, as the Sun pafs'd the l\'le
ridian, I thought I fdt a little Brcez.e of \Vind in my 
Face, fpringing up from the S. S. E. This chear'd my 
Heart a little, and efpeci,,l ly when in about half an Hour· 
more it blew a pretty f mall gentl"! Gale. By this Time 
1 was gotten at a frightful Di Hance from the Ifland; 
and, had the leaft Cloed or baz,· \\ eather interven'd, I 
had been undone another way too; for I had no Com• 
pafs on board, and fhould never have kno\vn }.ow to 
bave freer'd towards the Ii1~nd, if I had but once loft 
Sjght of it; but the V/eather continuing clear, I apply'd 

myfelf 
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myfelf to get up my Maft again, ;:;nd fpread my Sail, 

flanding away to the i'iorch 2s much as po:ffible, to get 

out of the Current. 
Jaft as I had fet my Mafi and Sail, and the Boat began 

to ilretch away, l faw even by the Clearnefs of the \\-a

ter, fome Alteration of the Current \,\as near; for where 

the Current was fo ilrong, the Water was foul; but per

ceiving the Water clear, I found the Current abate, and 

prefently I found to the Ea!l, at about half a Mile, a 

Dreach cf the Sea upon fome Rocks; thefe Rocks 1 found 

caus'd the Current to part again; and as the main Srrefs 

of it ran away more Southerly, leaving the Rocks to the 

North-Eall, fo the other return'd by the Repulfe of the 

Rock, and made a fhong Eddy, which ran back again 

to the North- Weft with a very iharp Stream. 
1 hey who know what itis to have a Reprieve brought 

to them upon the Ladder, or to be refcu'd from Thieves 

juft going to murder them, or who have been in fuch like 

Extremities, may guefs what my prefenc Surprize of Joy 
was, and how gladly I put my Boat into the Stream of 

this Eddy; and the \Vjnd alfo freiliening, how gladly I 
fpread my Sail to it, running chearfully before the \Vind, 

and with a ftrong Tide or Eddy under Foot. 
This Eddy carried me about a League in my Way back 

again direa!y towards the Jfland, butab0uttwo Leagues 

more towards the Northward than the Current lay, \\hich 

cany'd me away at fir£!; fo that when I came near the 

Jfland, 1 found myfelf open to the 1\orthern Shore of it, 
that is to fay, the other End of the Hland, oppofite ,IA 
that which l went out from . 
. When l had made fomething more than a League of 

\Vay by the Help of this Current or Eddy, l found it 
was (pe1it, ,ind fav'd me no farther. However 1 found, 

that being between the mo great Currents, rviz. that on 

the South-fiac which had hurried me away, and that on 

the North, which lay about two Leagues on the othc:r 
Side; I fay, between thefe two, in the Wefi of the lfland, 

J found the Water at lea!tfoll, nnd running no \Vay; 

and having fiill a Brc-eze of \Vind fair for me, 1 kept on 

!leering di1 U::1ly for the lfland, though not m.iking foch 

frcfh Way as 1 did before. 
About 4 o-Ckck in the Evening, being then with

in·about a Lecgue of the Hlrnd, l found the Foint of 
th~ 
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the Rocks which occafion'd this Diflance fhetching out as 
is drfcribed before, to the Southward, and, cafting off the 
Currc:nt more Southwardly, had of couife made another 
Eddyto the North, and this I foµnd very ftrong, but direcl
ly fetting the Way my Courfe lay, which ,vas due Weft, 
but almoft full North. However, having a fre{h Gale I 
firetch'd acrofs this Eddy, :Oanting North-weft, and in 
about an Hour came within about a Mile of the Shore, 
where, it being fmooth Water, I foon got to Land. 
V✓hen I was on Shore, I fell on my Knees, and gave 

God Thanks for my Deliverance, refolving to lay afide 
all Thoughts of my Deliverance by my Boat; and refreih
ing m; felf with fuch Things as I had, I brought my 
Boat clofe to the Shore in a little Cove that I had 'fpy'd 
undr·· ff'\rne Trees, and laid me down to :fleep, being quite 
fpent with the Labour and Fatigue of the Voyage. 
• I was now at a great Lofs which Way to get home 
wi,h my Boat; l had rnn fo much Haz:ud, and knew 
too much the Care to think of attempting it by the Way 
I wer.t out; and what might be at the other Side (I mean 
the \Vefl:-fide,) l knew not, nor had I any mind to run 
any more Ventures; fo I only refolved in the Morning 
10 make my \Vay Wellward along the Shore, and to fee 
if there was no Crlek where I might lay up my Frigate in S.!fety, fo as to have her again if I wanted her. In 
;1b0ut three Miles, or thereabouts, coaHing the Eihore, I 
came to a very good fnlet, or Bay, about a Mile over, 
,vhich n:nrow'd till it came to a very little Rivulet, or 
Brook, wl,ere l found a convenient Harbour for my 
Boar, and \\ here [he lay as if fhe had been in a little Dock 
made on Purpofe for her; here I put in, and having 
How'd my Bo:!t verr fafr, I\\ cnt on Shore to look about me, and f.:e where I 1vas. 

1 foon found I had but a little paf~'d by the Place 
where J b~d been bl!fore \\hen [ tra\·ell'd on Foot lo that 
Shore; fo taking nothing out of my }hat, but my Gun 
and my Umlirel];:i, fer it \'\as exceeding hot, I began 

rnv :Vl:,rd1: The \Va}'\\ :1s comfortable enouo-h after fuch • 
b a V l)yrpe a~ J had bel!n u pan, and I reach 'd my olJ Bower 

j., the rvening, \vh er<! [ found every thing fianding as I 
lefr it; for I always kept it in good Order, being, as I friJ bdor,., my C"untry-houCc. 

I 
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I got over the Fence, and laid me down in the Shade ta 

tefl: my Limbs, for I was very weary, and fell a.!1eep: But 

jbdge you, jf you can, that read my Story, what a Sur

prize I muft be in, when I was awnked out of my Sleep 

by a Voice calling me by my Name feveral times, Robin, 

Rotin, Robin Crufoe, poor Robin Crufoe I Where are you, 
Robin Crufoe ? \Vhere are your Where have you been ? 

I was fo dead afleep at firft, being fatigued with row
ing, or paddling, as it is caH'd, the firft Part of the Day, 
and walking the latter Part, that I did not awake tho

roughly; and dozing between fleeping and waking, 
thought J dream>d that fomebody fpoke to me: But as 

the Voice continued to repeat Robin Crufoe, Robin Cmfoe; 

at lafi 1 began to awake more perfea:J y, and was at firft 

dreadfully frighted, and .fiarted up in the utmoft Confter

nation : But no fooner were my Eyes open, but I faw my 
Pol fi cting on the Top of the Hedge, and immediately 

knew that this was he that fpoke to me; for juft in fach 
bemoaning Language I had ufed to talk to him, and 

teach him; and he had learn'd it fo perfectly~ that he 
would fit upon my Finger, and lay his Bill clofe to my 
Face, and cry, Poor Robin Crnfoe, lf'here are yo:, ? 

JI/here have you been P llow came you here P And fuch 

things as I had taught him. 
However, even tho' I knew it was the Parrot, and 

tbat iodeed it could be nobody elfe, it was a good 

while before I could compofe rnyfelf. Firft, I was amaz'd 
how the Creature got thither, and then how he fuould 
juft keep about the Place, and no-where elfe: But as I 

was well fatislied i-t could be nobody but hone ft Pol, I got 
it over; and holding out my Hand, and calling him by 
his Name, Pol, the fociable Creature came to me, and
fat 1.1pon my Thumb, as he ufed to do, and continued 

talking to me, Poor Robin Crufoe, and, Ho-w did I com<: 
};;ere? And, ff/here I bad tun? jtifl as if he had been 

overjoy'd to fee me again; and fo I carried him home 

along v.ith me. 
I had now 'had enough of rambling to Sea for fame 

time, and had enouoh to do for many Dnys to fit fl:il!, 
and rtflelt upon th~ Danger 1 had been in : I would 
have been very glad co ha~'e had my Boat again on 

iny Side of tA.e lfland, but I knew not how it w:is 
practicable 

t'; 
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pra&icable to get it about: As to the Eaft-fide of the 

.ffland, which l had gone round, I knew well enough 

there was no venturing that 'Nay; my very Heart would 

fhrink, and my very Blood run chill, but to think of it: 

And to the other Side of the Ifland, I did not know 

how it might be- there; but fuppofing the Current ran 

with the fame Force againft the Shore at the Eaft, as it· 

pafs'd by it on t.he other, I might run the fame Rifque 

of being driven down the Stream, and carried by the 

Hland, as I been before of being carried away from 

it; fo with thefe Thoughts I contented myfelf to be with

out any Boat, tho' it had been the ProduB: of fo many. 

Months Labour to make it, and of fo many more to get 

it into the Sea. · 
In this Government of my Temper I remain'd near a . 

Year, liv'd a very fedate retir'd Life, as you may \velt 

fuppofe; and my Thoughts being very much compos'd, 

as to my Condition, an.cl fully comforted in refigning 

myf-elf to the Difpofitions of Providence, I thought l liv'd 

really very happily in all things, except that of Society .. 

I improv'd myfelf, in this Time, in all the mechanic 

Exercifes which my Neceffities put me upon applying 

myfelf to; and, I belie"e, could, upon Occafion, have 

niade a very gocd Carpenter, efpecially confidering how 

f~w Tools 1 had. 
Befides thrs, I arrived at an unexpected PerfeB:ion in 

my Earthen-ware, and contrived well enough to make 

t-hem with a Wheel,which I found infinitely eafier and bet

ter; becaurc I made things round and fbapeahle, which 

before were filthy things indeed to look on. But I think I 

never was more \lain of my own Perform3nce, or more ' 

joyful for any thing I found one, than for my being able 

to make a Tobacco-pipe; and tho' it was a very ugly 

clumfy thing when it was do.nc, and only b~rnt red likQ 

other Earthen-ware, yet as it was hard and firm,and would 

draw the Smoke, I was exce .. dingly comforted with it; 

for I had heen always ufrd to fmokc, an<l there were Pipe:..-

in the Ship, but J fcrgot them ?.t firil- not knowing that there 

was Tobacco in the Hland; and aft~rwarJs, when I fearLh'd 

the Ship aga111, I could not corm: ~t any l'ipcs ;:;tall. 

In my Wic.ker-warc l a1fc iini~rov'J mtEh, and made· 

.Abi!r.dance of w·crl1:1n• B, r~cts .• a:,·<:\! as my lnvention 
~ fuew!d , 
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!hew"d me, tho' not very handfome, yet convenient fo: 
rny laying things up in, or fetching things home in. For 
Exam p1e, if I kill'd a Goat abroad, I could hang it op 
in a Tree, flay it, and .drefs it, and cut it in Pieces, and 
bring it home in a Baiket; and the like by a Tun1e, l 
could cut it up, take out the Eggs, and a Piece or two 
of the Fle!h, wh:ch was enough for me, and bring them 
home in a Bafket, and leave the refl: behind me : Alfo 
large deep Bafkets were my Receivers for my Corn, which 
I always rubb'd out as foon as it ,vas dry, ard cured; 
and kept it in great B.:dkets infiead of a Granary. 

I began now to perceive my Po~der abated confider
:ably; and this was a Want which ic ,vas impoffible for 
me to fupply, and I began ferioufly to c0r fi(,,r what I 
rnufi do v. hen I fbould have no mo!"e Po~, c ~r; thac is to 
fay, how I fbould do to kill any Goats. J had, as l ob
frrv'd in the third Yeu of my being here, kept a) oung 
Kid, and bred her up tame; I was in hores of g<':tLing 
an He Kid, but I could not b,Y an:, means bring it to 
pafs, till my .Kid grew an old Goat; and I cot.Id never 
find in my He<irt to kill he-r, till 1he dy'ct ~t l.ilt of mere 
·Age. _ 
• But being now in the e1eventh Yun of my Refider.ce, 
and, ~s J have faid, my Ammu1,iti 1 11 growrng low, I 
fet myfelf to Hudy forne A, t tn tra? ~.nd fnare the (]oat~, 
to fee wl,ether I could not c:i.tc.h fome of t'.em alive, a,1d 
particularly I wanted a She-Goat great with You r. ~. 

To this Pur-pofe I made Sr,ares to h~mpcr t:1t rn; a!'ld I 
believe they were more drnn once taktn in them; Gllt my 
Tackle v.as not good, for 1 had nc; Vlirc, ar,d nlways 
found them broken, :rnd my Bait devourtd. 

At length l refolv'd to try a Pit-LI!, fo I dug {i veral 
large Pib in ti,e Earrh, ii1 Places \, Lrrc 1 had oh!ern·d 
the Goats uftd to feed, ar.d over thefr Pit~! plac'd Htm.llcs 
of my own rn~king too, with a great\Vtiihf upon them; 
and fever al times J put Ear~ of B.irky, a1:d dry Rice, \,1th~ 
out ferting theTr:,p; and I could eafily pcrcei\·e, that ti1e 
Goats had gone in, 2r,d ec1ter. up the Corn, th~, I could 

,fee the I'vhrk c,f ttti1 ?cct: At lenr,th, 1 fet tnree Trq1i; 
in one 1,ight · .~d ~011 <Y the nc,t i'Vlor1;in2:, i founcl :h,~m 

... ; c.. ~ 0 ._ • 

all ftandino, and , rt t!1e DJit o ten and g0r e: T!J1 , was 
0 , ' 

very difcour:iging; hO\\CH' r~.I alter'd rny Trap; .ind, not 
to · 

t: 

1•-1 

H. 

.. 

E 

I •, 



" I 

• 

R O B I N S O N C R D S O E. 1 3g 
to trouble you with Particulars, going one Morning to fee 
my Traps, I found, in one of them, a large old He-goac; 
and, in one of the other, threeKids, aMale and twoFemales. 

As to the old one, I knew not what to do with him; he 
was fo fierce I dudt not go into the Pit to him; that is 
t0 fay, to go about to bring him away alive, which was 
what l wanted: I could have kill'd him, but that was not 
my Bufinefs, nor would it anfwer my End; fo I e'en let 
hi'm out, and he ran away as if he h2d been frighten'd out 
of his Wits; but I did not then know what I afterwards 
learned, that Hunger would tame a Lion: If I had let him 
ihy there three or four Days without Food, and then have 
nrried l1im fomc Water to drink, and then a little Corn, 
he \\ ould have bt en as tame as one of the Kids; for they 
are mighty fagacious tractable Creatures, where they are 
,\·el I uf ed. 

Ilowe\er, for the prefrnt I let him go, kr,owing no 
better at that ti:ne; then I went to the three L\.ids; and, 
taking them one by one, I ty'd them with Strings to
gether, and with fome Difficulty brought them all home. 

le was a good while before they would feed, but 
throwing thtm fume fweet Corn, it tempted them, and · 
they began to be tame : And now I found, that if I ex
pected to fopply myfelf with Goats-flefh, when 1 had no 
Powder or Shot left, breeding fome up tame was my 
only \Vay, when perhaps I might have them abouc my 
Houfe like a Flock of Sheep . 

But then it prefently occurr'd to me, that I rnu!l: keep 
the tame from the wild, or elfe they would always run 
wild when they grew up; and the only way for th is was 
to have fame inclos'd Piece of Ground, well fenc'd ei
ther with Hedge or Pale, to keep them up fo effecl:ually , · 
that thofe within might not break out, or thofe ,vithout 
break in. 

This w.1s a great Undertaking fo, one Pair of Hanel ~; 
yet as I faw there was an abfolute "Neceffity of doing it, 
my firfl: Piece of Work wa, to find out a proper Piece of 
Ground; 'Viz., where there was li kely to be Herbage fo r 
them to eat, \V,tter for them to drink, and Co\'L' r :o 
keep them from the Sun. 

Th,>fe who und cr!land fuch Tnclofures-, Y, ill thir. k I 
had very little <;ontri,·ance, \\ hen I pitched uron ~ 
Place very proper fer .ill the [c, br ing a rl,1in op en Piece 

of 



'I 40 The L I r E and A n \f E N T "CTR E $ if 
of Meadow-land or Sa<vanna (as our People call it in the 
Weftern Colonies) which had two or three little Drills of 
frelli Water in it, and at one -End was very woody; 1 
fay they will frnile at my Forecaft, when I fhall ten 
them l began my inclofing of this Piece of Ground in 
foch a Manner, that my Hedge or Pale rnuft have been 
at lea!l two Miles about; nor was the Madnefs of it fo. 
great as to the Compafs; for if it was ten Miles about~ 
J was like to have Time enongh to do it in ; but I did 
not confider, that my Goats would be a5 wild info much 
Compafs, as if they had had the whole Hland ; and l 
fuould have fo much Room to chace them in, that I 
fhould never catch them. 

My He<lge was began and carried on, I believe, about 
£fty Yards, when this Thought occur'd to me; fo I pre--
fently ftopp'd fbort, and for the fir ft Beginning I refolv'd 
to inclofe a Piece of about I 50 Yards in Length, and I co 
Yards in Breadth, which as it would maintain as many as, 
J. !hould have in any reafonable Time, fo, as my Plock 
iccreafed, I could add more Ground to my Inclofure. 

This was at'ting with fome Prudence, and I went to 
work with Courage; I was about three Months hedging 
in the firtt Piece; and, till I had done it, I tether'd the 
three Kids in the beft Part of it, and ufed them to feed 
as near me as pofilhle, to make them familiar; and very 
often I would go and carry them fome Ears of Barley,. 
or an Handful of Rice, and feed them out of my Hand; 
fo that after my Jnclofure was finifh'd, and I let them. 
Joofe, they would follow me up and down, bleating after 
me for an Handful of Corn. 
· This anfwer'd my End, and in about a Year and a half, 
t had a Flock of about twelve Goats, Kids and all; and 
in two Years more I had tnree and forty, befides fe\·eral 
that I took and kill 'd for my Food ·; and after that ! i~
clofed five feveral Pieces .of Ground to feed ,Lem in, 
with little Pens to dri\·e them into, to take them as I 
wanted them; and Gates Oi.lt of one Piece of Ground 
foto another. 

But this was not all; for now I not only had Goat's, 
Flefh to feed on when I pleas·d, but Milk too, a thing 
which indeed in my Beginning I did not fo much as think 
of

1 
and which, when it came into my Thoughts was, 
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-really an agreeable Surprize; for now I fet up my Dairy~ 
and had fometimes a Gallon or two of Milk in a Dayo 
And as Nature, who gives Supplies of ,Food to every 
Creature, ditlates even naturally how to make ufe of it; 
{o I, t~t never milk'd a Cow, much lefs a Goat, or faw 
iutter or Cheefe made, very readily and handily, tho' 
after a great many E!fays and Mifcarriages, made me both 
Butter and Cheefe at lafr, and never wanted it afterwards., 

How mercifully can our great Creator treat his Crea• 
tures, even in thofe Conditions in which they feem'd to 
be overwhelm'd in DeHrutl-ion ! How can he fweeten the 
bitterefi Providences, and give us Caufe to praife him for 
Dungeons and Prifons ! \Vhat a Table was here fpread 
for me in a Wildernefs, where I faw nothing at firfl: but 
to peri!h for Hunger t 

1 t would have made a Stoic f mile, to have feen me and 
my little Family fit down to Dinner: There was my Ma
je!l:y, the Prince and Lord of the whole lfland; I had the 
Lives of all my Subjetls at abfolute Command; I could 
hang, draw, give Life and Liberty, and take it away, 
l.\nd no Rebels among all my Subjetls. 

Then to fee how like a King I dined too, all alone, 
attended hy my Sen·ants ! Pol, as if he had been my 
Favourite, as the only Perfo11 permitted to talk to me; 
my Dog, which was now grown very old and crazy I and 
found no Species to multiply his Kind upon, fat alway-s 
at my Right-hand; and two Cats, one on one Side the 
Table, and one on the other, expetling now and then a 
Bit from my Hand, as a Mark of fpecial Favour. 

But the(e were not the two Cats which I brought on 
Shore at firfi; for they \l.ere both of them dead, and had 
been interred near my Hdbitation by my own Hands; b ut 
one of .them h.aving m.ultiply'd by I know not what kind 
of Creature, thefe ,-...ere two which 1 preferv'd tame, 
whereas the reil: ran wild into the \Voods, and became 
indeed troublefome to me at lafl: ; for they would often 
come into my Houfe and plunder me too, till at laft I 
was obliged to {hoot them, and did kill a great many; 
at length they left me with this Attendance, and in this 
plentiful Manner l liv'd; neither could I be faid to want 
any thing but Society, and of that, in forne time after 
this, I was like to have too much. 



! 4 2 The L I F E and A D v E N T u R E 5 if 
I was fomething impatient, as I had obferved, to have 

the U[e of my Boat, tho' very loch to run any more Ha
zard; and therefore fometirnes I fat contri\·ing Wavs to 

get her about the Hland, and at other times I fat ~yfelf 

down contented enough without her. But I had a firange 

U neafinefs in my Mind to go down to the Point of ihe 

Jfland, where, as I have faid, in my lall Ramble, I went 

up the Hill to fee how the Shore lay, acd hew the Cur

rent [et, that I might fee what 1 had to do: This Incli

nation increafed upon me every Day, and at length I re

folved to travel thither by Land, and following the Edoe 

of the Shore, I did fo: But had any ooe in England be:n 

to meei. foch a Man as I was, it muft either ha~e frighted 

them, or raifed a great deal of Laughter; and as I fre~ 

quently flood frill to look at myfelf, I could not but fmile 

at the Notion of my travelling thro' rorkjhh-e with fuch 

an Equipage, and in fuch a Dre[s. Be pleafed to take 

a Sketch of my Figure, as folio\.\ s : 
I had a great high fhapelefs Car, made of Goat't-fkin, 

with a Flap hanging down behind, as well to keep the 

Sun from me, as to fhoot the Rain off from running into 

my Neck; nothing being fo hurtful in thefc Climates, 

as the Rain upon the Fllfh under the Clot~es. 
I had a fhort Jacket of Goat's-fkin, the Skirts coming 

down to about the MidJle of my Thighs; and a Pair of 

open- kneed Breeches of the fame: The Breeches were 

made of a Skin of an old He Goat, whofe Hair ~ unQ" 

down fuch a Length on either Side, that, like Pantal,01;;: 

it rcach'd to the f'diddle of my Legs. Stockings and Shoes 

l had none; but l had made me c.: Pair of fomcthing, I 

fcarce knew what to call them, like Bufkins, to flap ove1· 

my Leg$, and lace on eitr,er bide. like Spattcrd:;(he~; 

but of a mofi: barbarous Share, a~ in<lced were all the 

rt11 of my Clothes. 
I had on a broad Belt of Goat's fkin dry'd, which I 

drew together with two Thongs of the fame, inHead of 

Buckles; and in a kind of a Frog on either Sicle, of 
this, inll:ead of a Sword and Drgger, hung a little Sa,. 
and an Hatchet, one on one Side, one on the ether. J 

had another Belt not fo broad, and fafl:ened in the fame 

1\fanner, which hung over my Shoulder; and at the 

E1,d of ic, under my left Arm, hung two Pouchts, buth 
mal.!c 

I' 
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• ina<le of Goat's-fkin too; in one of which hung my 

Powder, in the other my Shot: At my Back I carried 
my Bafket, on my Shoulder my Gun, and over my Head 
a great clumfy ugly Goat-fkin U~brella, but which, 
after all, was the mo!l: necelfary thing I had about me, 
next to my Gun: As for my Face, the Colour of it was. 
really not fo ft1ulatto-1ike, as one might expect from a 
Man not at all careful of it, and living within nine or 
ten Degrees of the Equinox. My Beard I had once fuf
fer'd to grow till it was about a ~arter of a Yard long; 
but as I had both Sciffars and Razors fufficient, I had cut 
it pretty !hort, except what grew on my upper Lip, which 
J had trim'd into a large Pair of l'Vlahometan Whifkers,. 
fuch as l had feen worn by fome 'Turks, whom I faw at 
Sallee; for the lYloors did not wear fucb, tho' the 'Turks 
did : Of thcfe Mufi:achios, or Whifkers, I will not fay 
they were long er ough to hang my Hat upon them; but 
they were of Length and Shape monfirous enough, and 
fuch as in England would have pafa'd for frightful. 

But all this is by the bye; for as to my Figure, I had 
fo few to obferve me, that it was of no manner of Confe
quence; fo I fay no more to that Part: In this kind of 
Figure] went my new Journey, and was out five or fix: 
Days. l travell'd fir11 along the Sea-iliore, direclly to the 
Pface whe:-e l firfl: brot1ght my Boat to an Anchor, to get 
up upon the Rocks; ;rnd, having no Bo?.t now to take care 
of, I went C\ er the Land a nearer \Vay, to the fame 
Height that I \.\-as upon before; when looking forward to 
the Point of the Rock \\,hich lay out, and which I was to 
double \\ith my Boat, as I faid above, I was furprized to 
foe the Sea all fmooth and quiec; no Ripling, no Mo
tion, no Currenr, anv more there than in ocher Places. 

I wa~ at a ilrange Lo(s to underfi:and this, and rdolv'd 
to fpend fame time in the obferving of it, to fee if nothing 
from the Stts of the Tide had occafion'd it: But I \\ as 
prcfently convinc'd how it was; 'Viz.. That the Tide of 
Ebb (c:tting from the ll7e_ft, a11d j ining with the Current 
of Waren from fo·ne great River on the Shore, mu!t be 
the Occ:dion of this Current; and that according as the 
.Wind blew more forcible from the Tf'ejl, or from the 
'-Vorth, this Current came near, or \vent farther from 
the Shore; for, waiting thereabouts till Evening, I went 

up 
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,up to the Rock again, and then the Tide of Ebb being • 

made, I plainly faw the Current again as before, only 

that it ran farther off, being near half a League from the 

Shore ; whereas, in -my Cafe, it fet clofe upon the Shore, 

.and hurried me in my Can0e along with it, which 2.t 

another Time it would not have done. 

This Obfervation convinc'd me, that I had nothing to 

do but to obferve the Ebbing and the Flowing of the 

Tide, and I might very eafily bring my Boat about the 

Hland again: But when I began to think of putting it in 

Praclice, I had foch a Terror upon my Spirits at the Re• 

membrance of the Danger I had been in, that I could 

not think of it again with any Patience; but on the con

trary, I took up another Refolution, which was more 

·fafe, tho' more laborious ; and thi~ was, that I would 

build, or rather make me another Periagua, or Canoe; 

and fo have one for one Side of the Hland, and one fo.: 

the other. 
You are to underftand, that now I had, as I may call it, 

two Plantations in the Hland; one my iittle Fortification 

or Tent, with the Wall about it under the Rock, with 

the Cave behind me, which by this Time l had inlarg'd 

into fever al Apartments or Caves, one within another. 

One of thefe, which was the drieil: and largcft, and had 

a Door out beyond my Wall or Fortification, that is to 

fay, beyond where my Wall join'd to the Rock, was al 

fill'd up with the large earthen Pots, of which 1 ha\·e 

given an Account, and with fourteen or fi ftPen grt'at 

Baikets, which would hold five or fix Bufhels each, \.\.·here 

I laid up my Stores of Provifion, efpccially my Cnrr., 

fame in the Ear cut off ihon from the Straw, and tht 

other rubb'd out with my Hand. 
As for my \.Vall made, as bifcre, with long Stakes or 

Piles, thofe Piles grew all like Trees, and were by this 

time grown fo big, and f p-read fo very much, that there 

was not the lea ft Appearance, to any one's View, of any 

Habitation behind them. 
Near this Dwelling of mine, but a little farther within 

the Land, and upon lower Ground, lay my two Pieces of 
C.:orn-ground ; which I kept duly cultivated and fow'd, 

and which duly yiel<led me their Han•eft in its Seafon; 

and whenever I had Occafion for more Corn, I had more 

Land adjoining as fit as that. Be-

' ; 
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Befides this, I had my Country-Seat, and I had now 

a tolerable Plantation there alfo; for firH, I had my 
little Bower, as I call'd it, which I kept in Repair; 
that is to fay, I kept the Hedge which circled it in, 
conilantly fitted up to its ufual Height, the Ladder fiand
ing always in the Infide; I kept the Trees, which at 
firH were no more than my Stakes, but were now grown 
very firm and tall; I kept the,n always fo cut, that 
they might fpread and grow thick and wild, and make 
the more agreeable Shade, which they did effectually to 
my Mind. In the Middle of this l had my Tent always 
Handing,- being a Piece of a Sail f pre ad over Poles fet 
up for that Purpo[e, and which never wanted any Re-
pair or Renewing; and under this I had made me a 
Squab or Couch, with the Skins of the Creatures I had 
kill'd, and with other foft Things, and a Blanket laid 
on them, fuch as belong'd to our Sea-Bedding, which I 
had faved, and a great Watch-coat to cover me; and 
here, whenever I had occafion to be abfent from my 
chict· Seat, I took up ::ny Country Habitation. 

Adjoining to this I had my Inclofures for my Cattle, 
that is to fay, mv Goats: And as I hacl taken an incon• 
ceivable deal of Pains to fence and inclofe this Ground, I 
was fo uneafy to fee it kept cntir\!, lefl: the Goats fhould 
break tluo', that J ne\•er kfc e,ff, till.with infinite Labour 
I had Huck the Oudide of the Hcd;;e fo foll of fmall 
Stake~, and fo near to one an0ther, that jt \'. as rather a 
P,tle I han an Hedge, and there was fcarce room to put 
a. [fand \hro' between them, which afterwards, when 
thofe Stakes gre\v, as lhey all dia in the next rainy 
Seafon, made the Jnclo fure il:rong, like a Wall, indeed 
fao1•ger ri,an any \Vall. 

This will tell:ify for me that I was not idle, and that 
I f pared no Pains to bring to p;:ifs whatever appear'd nc
ceffary for my cornfc,rtablc Support; for I confider'd the 
keeping up a Breed of tame Creatures thus at my 
Hand, \.-ould be a living l\J;:gazinc of Flefh, Milk, Dltt
ter and Cheefe, for me, as long as I li\'d in the p;dce, 
ii it were to be fortv Years; and that keepino- them in , n 
my Rl·ach, depended entirely upon my rertecl;ng my 
lnclofures to fuch a Degree,- th u J mi ght be for e of 
keepin•" them to get '1t·r; which 0y this Md hod i r de eJ 
l fo effeEtualiy fccun:d, that wnt:n thefc fat '. c S• .i kts 
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~egan to grow, I had planted them fo very thick, I was 

forcl!d to pull fome of them up again. 

_In _this Place alfo I had my Gra~es growing, which I 

pnnc1pally depended on for my \Vrnter Store of Raifins 

and which I never fail'd to preferve very carefully, as th; 

beft and moil: agreeable Dainty of my whole Diet; and -

indeed they were not agreeable only, but phyfical, whole

fome, nourifhing and rdrefhing to the !aft Degree. 

As this was alfo about half-way between my other Ha

bitaticn and the Place where I had laid up my Boat, I 

genera!! y fiaid and lay here in my Way thither; for I 

ufed frequently to vifit my Boat, and I kept all thino-s 

about or belonging to her in very good Order; fom~

tirnes I went out in her to divert myfelf, but no more 

h;\zardous Voyages would I go, nor fcarcc ever above a 

Stone's Cdfl: or rwo from the Shore, I was fo apprehen

five of being hurried out of my Knowledge ag.:in by rhe 

Currents, or v:ir.ds, or any other Accident: But now I 

come to a new Scene of mv Life. 
It happen'J. one Day ab.out Noon, going towards my 

Boat, I was exceedingly furpjiz'd with the Fnnt of a Man's 

naked Foot on the Shore, 1,vhich was very plain to be 

feen in the Sand: l Hood like one thundcr-firuck', or as 

if I ha<l feet1 an Apparition; I lifl:en'J, I l0ok'd round 

me, I could hear nothing. nor lee any thing; f went up 

ro a rifiwr Ground to inok farther: J went ur> trc Shor-:, 
~ 

' 

and down the Shore, hut it was all one, I could fee no 

other lmpreGion but thHor.e: I went to it ,igain to fee if 

thl"!re v. Lr-.! any more, and to obfcrve if it migbt not be 

my Fancy; out there ,,,;is no room for that, for there was 

t:x~ftly the •,•ery Print of a Foo~, Toes, L!tel, an1'. .::v~ry 

Part of a Foor; how 1t came thi:ncr, I knt:w not, nor 

co 11 !d in the leafi im:i~~ine. But after innumeraJlc flnrter

ing Troughts, lil-::e a lVJ.rn perfrdly confo(ed, aod out of 

m~[elf, I 'came h-m1e to my Fortification, not frel1 .g, as 

we fay, theGronnd I \VCnt on, but terrifi-."d to the i" ... t ~e-

ore" look1ng behind me at every two or three .:,tcps, rn1i-
o , '- . 
takin ,-:- {;Vtry Bufh and Tree, :rnd fancying e\'<'ry t>tump at 

aDill:~;n cc to be :11\.l c':. P ~ nor i~ it poffible to defcrihe, h':>w 

mnu·\ ,·, ri us Shap ·s, ri t1Crightcd Imagination r~prdt-nt

cd tt: in gs tom.:- in; t.o ,•, many wild Ideas wtre form'd 

every i\ 10m~nt in my Y~.llcy, nnd what {hang~ unaccount

able \Vhimfies came into my Thoughts by che Way. 
·when 

r 
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V✓hen I came to mv Caftle, for fo I think I cali'd it e,1er 

:-ifcer this, I fled into.it like one purfu'd; \\.hether l W..:l"t 

over bv the Ladder, as firft contriv'd, or went in at the 
Hole i"n the Rock, which I cali'd a Door, I cannot re
member; for never fright.:d Hare fled to Cover, or Fox 
to Earth, with more Terror of l\:lind than I to this Retreat. 

I h3d no Sleep that Night; the farther I was from the 
Occaiion of my Fright, the g eater my Apprehenfions 
\vere; which is fcmething con,rary to the Nature of 
foch things, and e(pecially to the ufual Praclice of all 
Creatures in Fear; But I was fo unbair-afs'd with my own· 
frightful Ideas of the thing, that [ form'd nothing but 
difmal Imaginations to myfelf, even tho' I was now a 
great Way on it. Sometimes I fancy'd it mufr be the 
Devil; and Reafon join'd in with me upon this Suppo
fition : For how il10uld any other thing in human Sh.1pe 
come into the Place? \1/here was the Veffel that brought 
them ? What Marks ,vere there of any other Footftep~ r 
And how was it poffible a l\rfan fhould come there? But 
then to think that Satan !hou}d t.akc human Shape upon 
him in fuch a Place wh?-rc there could be no manner of 
Occafion for it, but to leave the Print of his Foot be
hind him, and that e\ en for n') Purpofe too (for he 
could not be fore I fhonld fee it,) this was an Amaze
ment the other way : I confidu'u thrit the Devil mirrht 
have found out abundance of othtr Ways to have te~ri
ned me, than this of the fingle Print of a Foot; That 
as I liv'<l q.iite on the otr.er ~iGe of the Hland, he would 
neVl!r ha\e bee11 fo fimp!c to IL-ave 2 Mark in a P!.ice 
w'iere it was ten thoufand to one '-' hether I {hould ever 
fee it or not, and in the Sand too, which the firfi: Surge 
of the Sea upon an high \Vind would have defac'd e'n
tirely: All this feem'd incon!i!lent with the thing itfelf, 
and with all Notions we ul"u.dh· entertain of the Subde-
tv of the De\·il. · 
• Abundance of fuch thin:;~ a,; thefe affifted to argue 
me out of all Apprehenfion; of its being the Devil: And 
I prefently concluded th~n, that it muft be fome more 
d:ingerous Creature; -.•:, ... That it mull: be forne of the 
S:n age:; of the m:!in Land over-againtl: me~ who hnd 
wandered out to Sea in their Canoe,, 2nd, either driven 
by the Currc,Hs, or by rn.,trary 'Winds, had m , h ! 
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IDand; and had been on Shore, but were gone away again 

to Sea, being as lath, perhaps, to have fiaid in this defo

late lfland, as I would have been to have had them. 

,vhile thefe Reflections we:-e rolling upon my Mind, 

I was ,·cry thankful in my 1 hought, that I was fo hap

py as not to be thereabouts at that Time, or that trey 

did not fee my Boat, by which they \vould have con

cluded, that fame Inhabitants had been in the Place, and 

perhaps hai e fearch'd farther for me : Then terrible 

Thoughts rack'd my Imaginations about their having 

found my Boat, and that there were People here; and 

that if fo, I fhould certainly have them come again in 

greater Numbers, and devour me; that if it fhould hap

pen fo that they fiiould n'1t find me, yet they would find 

my Inclofore, deflroy ::.11 my Corn, carry iway all my 

Flock of tame Go~ts, and I ibould periil1 at lail fur 

mere \Vant. 
Thus my Fear banifb'd :dl my rel;gious Hope; all that 

former Confidence in God, which was fout1df'd upon 

foch wonderful Expl rience, as l had had of hi~ Good-

11efo, now v:rnifh'd; as if he that had fed me by Miracle 

hithert0, could not pnferve hy his Power tl,e Provifion 

which he had n1adc for me by his Goodnefs. I re

proached m)felf with mr I•:ifrnef.,, that wouid not fow 
a11y more Cnrn one Year, than would juft ferve me till 

the next Sc:ifon, as if no .\cci<lent could i11tervene to 

p:-e1.cnt my enjoying the Crop that was upon the 

Ground: A1!d t _h is I thought fo juil a Reproof. that I 

rrfolv'<l for the furun: to h,wc two or th1ce Ye ;..rs Corn 

befr~e.hand, (o that wha~evc. ndght ~ome, I might not 

ueri 111 f< r wan;: of Bread . 
... Hc,w tlrangc a Chcqucr-wor~ of P~ovi ! ce is the 

Life of Man! And by what fccret diff,1·ing· ~;' ings are 

the Affdlion~ hurried about, ,., difr~rirc, Cir, J.,1!Lance3 

prcfont! To-day we: love whc:t To-morro·v he :.c1te; ·to-. 

dav \Ve [eek what To morrow we. !bun; To- ,,,n' we de

:fir~ what '1 o-morrow w,: fcJr; nay, even tru:1 t k Ht the 

j. pprehenfio1~s of. This was fX;tnplified i11 me at this 

Time in the moll lively \1.innt'r imaginable; for I, 

whnfe onlv t\ffiiclion wa~, th~t l (cem'd b:rnilh'.J from 

human ~ociety, that r ,,,as ,dore, c:ircumfcr:b'd by th~ 

boundlef::; Ocean
1 

cut off from fvlankind, and conJ.:mn '<l 
to 

,. 
J 
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to what I call a filent Life; that I was as 0ne whom Hea
ven thought not worthy to be number'd among the Liv
ing, or to appear among the reft of his Creatures; that 
to have feen one of my own Species, would have feem'd 
to me a rnifing me from Death to Life, and the greateft 
Bleffing that Heaven itrelf, next to the fopreme Bleffing 
of Salv.-.tion, could beftow; I fay, that I ihould now 
tremble at the very Apprehenfions of feeing a Man, and 
was ready to fink into the Ground, at but the Shadow~ 
or filent Appearance of a Man's having fet his Foot on 
the Hland. 

Such is the uneven Sate of Human Life; and it at~ 
forded me a great many curio'Js Speculations afterwards, 
when I had a little recovered my firft Surprize; I con
fidered that this was the Station of Life, the infinitely 
wi(e and good Providence of God h-ad determined for 
me ; that as I could not fore(ee what the Ends of Di
vine \Vifdom might be in all this, fo J was not to d;r_ 
pute his Sovereignty, who, as I was his Creature, h, d 
an und')ubted Right by Creation to govern and di{F,ofe 
of me abfolutely as he thought fit; and who, as I was 
a Creature who had offended him, had likewife a judicial 
Right to condemn me to what Punifhment he thought 
fit; and that it was my Part to fubmit to bear his lnct:g
nat1on, becaure 1 had finn'd againft him. 

I then reflected, that God, who was not only Righte
ous, but Omnipotent, as he had thought fit thus to 
punifh and affiiB: me, fo he was able to deliver me; 
that if he did not think fit to do it, it was my unquefti
oned Duty to refign myfelf abfolutely and entirely to his 
Will: And, on the other Hand, it was my Duty alfo to 
hope in him, pray to him, and quietly to attend the 
Diflates and Direcl:ions of his daily Providence. 

Thefe Thoughts took me up many Hours, Days, nay, 
I may fay, \Veeks and Months; and one particular Ef
frc.1 of my Cogitati:rns on this Occafion, I cannot omit; 
rz.iz.. One Morning early, lying in my Bed, and .fi 1l'd 
with Thoughts about my Danger from the Appearance 
of Sava~es, I found it difcompofed me \'cry much ; uo
on which thore WorJs oi the Scripture came i1~to ~y 
Thoughts Call u,Mn mt' in thi: Day of T,·Ollbit>: a::d I '1..'Jill 
de/i •-.;ff thei, and thou /halt glorify m:1. 
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Upon this, rifi:ig chearfolly out of my Bed, rn y Heart 

was not oIJlv comforted, but 1 \\as o-uided and encou-
• 0 

raged to pray earndtiy to _God for Delii•e;a!Jce: \Yhen 
! had dont: prayfog, 1 took up =ny Bible, .ind opening 
lt to read, the firil VVords thc::t prefentcd to me, ,vere, 
lf7ait on tl.H Lord, nnd be if good Cht!ar, m:d he /hall 
jlre,:gtben thy /i,art: r ·t1it, l fa;·, on the Lord. It is 
impoflibJe to exprefs tl-.e Comfor~ this g-a,·e me; and in 
Return, I tha:11-cf...:ily h; ~ dc\,n the Book, and· was no 
more fad, at Jen!:, n >ton th::it Occfion. 

1n the ~1lici<lJt> of ti1d-:-.: Cog;tations, Apprchenfions, 
and RefiectioM, it came jr,to my Thoughts one Day, 
that 211 rhis rnigl-it Le a mere Chirr:era of my owll, and 
th Rt th;s root 1r,i " h~ be t 11e Print of my own Foot, ,vhen 
1 came on fhon.: ; rc,n rn} .Doat : 'I his che:ir'd me up a 
little tco, ard I b,:gan co per{uad•.: In) frlf it was a:J a 
Ddufion; th.~t it ,vas not;1:nrr clfe tut n1y own Foo.:; 
.. rid why mignt n , ( J LO.ne ~{:l .• t '.Ji,' clY fr~m the Boat, 
as ,,ell as I w;is gc·nv rL.1t \Va; io UlC Borlt? Agc.in, J 
confider'd alfo, ti c:t 1 (c,ul<l by no means ceil for certain 
where I had trod, and where 1 had nor; and that if at 
Jail: this was only che Print of my own Foct, I had play'd 
the Part of thofe Fools, who firive to make Stories of 
Spectres and Apparitions, ar1d then are themfelves frighc
t d at them more than anv body eife. 

Now I began to take' Cou~age, and to peep abroad 
again; for I had not fli:-r'cl out of my Caft!e for three 
Days and Nights, fo t]rnt I began to ftarve for Pro\'ifi<Jn; 
f.n f had little or nothing wit}.in Doors, but forne 
Barley cdkes and \\'ater. Then I knew that my Goats 
wanted to be milked too, which ufually was my Evening 
Diverficn; and the poor Creatures were in great Pain 
and lncon\'enience for want of it; and indeed it almofl: 
fpoil'd fome of tht•m, and alrr.oft dry'd up their Milk. 

Heartening myfclf therefore ,vith the Belief, that this 
was nothing but the Print of one cf my own Feet (1nd 
fo I might be truly foiJ to Hart at my O\\n Shadow,) 
I began to go abroad aggin, aN1 went to my Counrry
Houfe to milk my Fl0d:. ; hut co fee with wh:!t Fe.-.r 
I wem forward, Jviw oftrn I lcok:d behin<l me, how I 
was rcc1dy, every r:cw•and-thcn, to lay down ID} Baf
~et, and run fer my Lif:, it \';oul<l hare made an: one 
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ha..,e thought I was haunted with an evil Confcience, or 
that I had been lately moil: terribly frighted; and fo in
deed I had. 

However, as I went down thus two or three Days, 
and having feen nothing, I began to be a little bolder, 
and to think there was really nothing in it but my own 
Jmagination; but I could not perfoade myfelf fully of 
this, till [ fu(;uld 2'0 down to the Shore again, and fee 
th:s Prrnt of a I'oo~, a!ld meafore it by rny own, and fee 
if the:·e was any Similitude or Fitnefs, that 1 might be 
.-ffured it was my own Foot _: But when I came to the 
Place fidl:, it appear'<l evidently to me, that when I laid 
up my Boat, ·1 could not poffibly be on Shore aay-where 
thereabouts: Secondly, when I ca.'Tie to mea(ure the Mark 
with my own Foer, I found my Foot not {o large by a 
greai: de::l: Both thefe things fi.ll'd my Head with new 
Jmagination~, and gave me the Vapours again to the 
highe!l: Degree; fo that I fhook with Cold, like one in 
.;n .A.gue, and I went home again, fill'd with the Belief, 
that fom~ Iv1an er Men had been on Shore there; or, in 
fhort, that the Hland was inhabited, and I might be fur· 
priz'd before I was aware; and what Courfe to take for 
my Security, I -knew not. 

0 what ridiculous Refolutions Men take, when pof
fef~'d with Fear! It deprives them of the Ufe of thofe 
I\/Icans, which Reafon offers for their Relief. The firft 
thing I propofed to myfelf was, to throw down my In
clofore.s, and turn all my tame Cattle wild into the 
,1/oods, that the Enemy might not find them, and then 
frequent the ]{land in Prof pea ~f the fame, or the like 
B0oty; then to the fimple thing of digging up my two 
Co~n-fields, that they might not find fuch a Grain there, 
and Hill to be prompted to frequent the If1and; then to 

rl emolifh my Bower and Tent, that they might not fee 
~ny Vetliges of my Habitation, and be prom~ted to look 
farther, in order to find out the Perfons inh:,biting. 

Thefe were the Subjech of the fidl Nio-ht' s Cogitation, 
after l v.as come home again, while the Apprc~henfions 
which had fo over-run m: Mind were frefh upo~ me, and 
my Head wai full of Vapour._,, as abo ve. Thus Fear of 
DanQer i!> ten thoufand times m()rc terrif}1ino- thnn Danacr 

•~ b · b 
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den of Anxiety, greater by much, than the Evil which 
we are anxious about; but, which ,vas worfe than all 
this, 1 had not that Relief in this Trouble for the Refig
nation l ufed to praftife, that I hoped to have. I look'd, 
1 thought, like Saul, who complained not only that the 
Pbi!ijlincs were upon hjm, but that God had forfaken 
him; for I did not now take due wa}S to compofe my 
Mind, by crying to God in my Diftrefs, and reiting upon 
his Providence, as Thad done before, for my Defence and 
Deliverance; which if I had done, I had, at leafr, been 
more chearfully fooported under this new Surprize, and 
pe1haps carried through it with more Refolution. 

This Confufion of my Thoughts kept me \Vaking all 
N;ght ; but in the ~.!Jorning r fell afleep, and having by 
the Amufernent of my Mind been, as it \Vere, tired, and 
mv Spirits exhaui:ed: I fl:pt very foundly, and awd:.'d 
r .u, h better ccmpcis'<l tb3n I had c•:er been before: And· 
11ov✓ 1 btg:in to thir K lt•1,ately; and, upon .the utmori: 
Debat--wiih H!yftlf, I ccnclu<:ed, thar this Hland, which 
1.• ::-s lo exceed:nL pleJ'~nt, frui:ful, and no fa 0 ther from 
1;.e r, ~ iri L'-1n-· u an q, J L.d feen, was not (a entirely 
~.:.Hr., on d n, 1 m;ic?ht irnag inc: That altho' there were 
1F1 Jl:::te lnhat)ita~ts who -·lived on the Spot; yet that 
there might fomeLimes come Boats off from the Shore, 
who either with Ddign, or perhaps never but when they 
were driven by crofs Winds, might come to this Place. 

That I had Ii ved here 1:; Years now, and bad not met 
with the leaft Shadow or Figure of any People before; 
:u,d that if at any time thry fl11uld be driven he.re, it wa, 
_probable they went away a_;;ain as foon as ever they 
could, feeing they had never thought fit to fix there upon 
any Occafion, to this Time. 

That the melt I couJd fo_ggefl any Dnnger from, \Vas, 
fre,m any foch cafuai accidental Landing of ihaggling 
People from the Main, \1

•
1 ho, as it w~s likely, if they 

were driven hither, were here again!l their 1,Vi 1Is-; fo 
thev made no Stay hen, l'ut wer;t off again w:tn all 
poffible Speed, feldom HwiiP one .:--..ight on Shoe, leit 
1:1ey fhould not have trc u~·!) of the Ticcs and Ddj· 
light bck agai,,; a!1,: tliat t 1uefore I hc.d noth ng rn 
~o but to codider of fr me r,rc Retreat, in e.fe I ft.odd 
f e :my Savages Jan..:. uron r~ • .; ~pr,~. 
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Now I began forely to repent, that I had dug my Cave 

fo large, as to bring a Door through again, which Door, 
as I faid, c.1me out ueyond where my Fortification join'd 
to the Rock. Upon maturely confidering this therefore, 
I refolv'd to draw me a fecond Fortification, in the fame 
]:Hanner of a Semicircle, at a Diflance from my 'Nall, jnll: 
where I had planted a double Row of Trees about twelve· 
Years before, of which I made mention : Thefe Trees 
having been planted fo thick before, there wanted but a 
few Piles to be driven between them, that they fuould be 
tricker and firongcr, an<l my ·yvall would be foon finifh'd. 

So that I had now a double \,Vall, and my outer Wall 
was th. cker.ed with Pieces of Timber, old Cables, and 
every thing I could think of to make it {hong; having 
in it feven little Hole~, about as big as I might put my 
Arm out at. In the Jnfide of this I thickened my Wall 
to about ten Feet thick, continually bringing Earth out 
of my Ca I e, and laying it at the Foot of the Wall, and 
walking upon it; and through the feven Holes I contriv'd 
to plant the l\Jufquets, of \\ h~ch I tcok notice, that I got 
foven on Shore out of the Sh10; thefe, I fay, I planted, 
like my Cannon, and fitted them into Frames th,,t held 
them l;ke a Carri .::,e, that fo I c0uld fire all the feven 
Guns in two M. l iJtes time: This vVall J was many a 

weary l','.lonth in finifhing, and yet never thought my fdf 
fafe till it was dor:e. 

\Vhen this was done, I fiuck all the Ground withouc 
my \Vall, frr a great \Vay every \Vay, as .llll \\ith ScakLs 
or s~ick.:i of the Ofier-like Wood, which l four.cl fo apt 
to grow, as they could well !land ; infomuch that I be
lieve l might (et in near twenty thoufand of them, leav
ing a pretty large Space between them and my Wall, th;:t 
I might have room :o fee an Enemy, a:1cl they might han 
rio S:.eltcr from the young Tr~es, if they attempted to 
aro:oach my outt:r Wall. 

Thu~ in two Years Time I had a thick Grove; and in 
five or f..x Years Time I had a Wood before my Dwe!l
ing, gro.vn fo monfl:rous thick and !hong, that it w.1 
indeed perfetl:ly impa{faSle; und no Man of w'.,at ~:,.d 
foe\'er, would ever imagine, that there was any th,.i~ 

beyond it, much lef:, an Habit~tion : As frr rhe Vi,•.,y 
1 propofcd myfelf to go in and out (for l !eft r.o 

G 5 .J \'enue 
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Avenue) it was by fetting two Ladders; one to a Part 
•.of the Rock \vhich was low, and chen broke in, and left 
room to place another Ladder upon that; fo when the 
two Ladders were taken down, no fvfan living (ou:d 
come down to me without mi[ch1efing himfelf; and if 
they had come down, they were frill on the Outfale of my 
.outer \XI all. 

Thus I took all the Meafores human Prudence could 
foggeft for my own Prefen ation ; and it will be feen at . 
length, that they were not altogether without juil: Rea
.fan; tho' I forefaw nothing at that 'firne, more than my 
,mere Fear fuggefted. 

While this was doing, I \1.'as nDt altogether carelefs of 
rny other Affairs; for I had a great Concern upon me 
for my little Herd of Goats ; they were not only a pre
fent Supply to me upon every Occafion, :.nd began to be 
fufficient to me, without the E~:pence of Powder and Shot, 
but alfo abated rhe Fatigue of my hunting after the wild 
ones; and I was loth to lofe the Advantage of them, ar.d 
to have them all to nurfe up over 2gain. 

To this Purpofe, after' long Con~deration, I could 
think of but two vVays to preferve them ; one ,, as to 
find another convenient Place to dig a Cave under-ground, 
and to cri\·e them into it every Night; and the other 
was to inclofe two or three J:ttle B,ts of Land, remote 
from one another, and as much ctruceal'd as I could, 
wh.,re I might keep about half a dozen young Go:ns in 
each Place; fo that if any Difafte.:: happen'd to the Flock 
m oenera}, I might be able to raife them again with 
little Trouble a11d Time; And this, tho' it would require 
a g-rcat deal of Time aud Labour, I thought was the 
m~ft rational Defign. 

Ace0~dingly I fper.t fome Ti:ne, to find out the moil 
retired Parts of the lfland; and J pjtch 'd upon one, which 
was a<; private indeed as my Hc.::nt could wi!h ; fer it 
,vas a liple darr.p Pie~e of Ground in the Mic.Idle of the 
J1e,llow and thick \Vocds, where, i.:s is obfcrv'd, 1 al
moil loH myfrlf Oi\rc bt:fore, cr.deav< nring to cop•e 
hack th:it \V ,,v from the E:i!tern P.irt of the Hland : 
Hue 1 found· a cl<-;ir Piece of Land near th,ee Acrc-s, 
fo furrour ued with 'Wcod,, that it was a!moll an lndo
Jure b·1 UaLure; ::t lea it It did llOt want near fo n, u' h 

· Lalio.1r 
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Labour to make it fo, as the other Pieces of Ground [ 

had work'd fo hard at. 
r irr.mediatdy W\!nt to work with this Piece of Ground, 

and in lefs than a l\fonth's Time I had [o fenced it round, 

that my Flock or Herd, call ic which you pleate, wr.icl1 

were not fo wild n0w as at firfr they might be foppofed 
to be, were well enough lecured in it. So without any 

f,.irther Delay,' l removed ten She-Goats and two He• 

Goats to this Piece; and when they were, I continuec.l 

to perfect the Fence, till I had made it as fccure as the 

other, which, however, I did at more Leifure, and it 
took me up more Time by a great deal. 

All this Labcur I was at the Exi-ence of, purely from 
my A pprehenfions on the Account of the Print of a 
Ivlan 's .Foot which I had foen ; for as yet, I never faw 

any human Creature come near the Iiland, and I had 

no·w liv:d two Years under thefe Uneafineffes, which 

indeed made my Life much lefs comf"ortable than it was 

before; as may well be imagin'd, by any who know 

what it is to live in the conih.nt Sn~re of the Fear rf Man; 

and this I mufl: obfe:ve with Grief.too, that the Dile .11-

pofure of my Mind had coo great fmprdiior.s alfo upo1 

the religious Part of my L'houghts; for t11c Dread ~I,d 
Terror of falling into'the Hanel, of Sav,.ges and CaniJc.1; 

lay fo upon my Spi,its, that I (ddom found 1 i_,-fdf i,1 a 

due Temper for Applicaiion to my Maker; at :ea!l:, •10t 

\Vith the it:ciate C:ilm-efs and Rdignation 0f Sliul w~ ic:1 
I was wont to do. I rather pray'd to God as under 

greJt Affiiaion and Prdfure of Mind, fonounded with 
Danger, a"d in Expecl:atjon e·:ery Night of beinf mur

dcr'd end devour'd befor-: Morning; ;~nd l mutt tdl:ify 

f rorn my ExpP.rience, that a Temper of Peace, Thank• 

fulncC-, Lo\·e and AfFtclion, is much the m.Jrc prc1per 

Frame fJr Pra1 ~r th'ln that of Terror arid Difcompofure; 

a. J that under the Dread of i\!Jifchi1,;f i,npe:n<ling, a Man 

ic; ~ o m')re fit for :1. comforting Performance of the Duty 
cf pr-~ying to G.JJ, than he is for Rtpentance on a fick 

B J ; tM thd;· Difcompofures ::iff a the Mind as the 

otr.t tu d0 rhe 11.,dy; and the Difcompofurc cf the Mind 

rn le 11.:ct:Lrily be as great a Difability c!S that of the 

B > ly, • nJ much greater; praying to God being proptr1y 

an :. • vf the' Mind, not of the Body. 
G 6 Bu; 
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But to go on ; after l had thus fecur'd one Part of 

my little living Stock., I went about the whole Ifland, 
fearching for another private Place, to make foch ann
ther Depofit; \\ hen wandering more to the \Vc:1t Point 
of the lf1and than I had ever done yet, and iooking out 
to Sea, I thought I faw a Boat upon the Sea, at a gredt 
Diilance; 1 had found a Perfpeflive-gb(s or two, in 
one of the Seamen's Chen~, which I fav'd out of our 
Ship; but 1 had it not about me, and this was fo re
n-:ote, that I could not tell what to make of it, though 
1 look:d at it till my Eyes were not able to look any 
longer; whether it was a Boat, or not, I <lo not know; 
but as I defcended from the Hill, f could fre no more of 
it, fo I gave it over; only I rcfolv'd to go no more with
out a PerfpeB:ive glafs in my Pocket. 

When I was come d0wn the Hill, to the End of the 
lfland, where indeed I had ne~er b~en before, I was 
prefently convinc'd, that the feeing the Print of a I\ifan's 
:Foot, was not foch a ilrange thing in the ){]and as I 
ima_f.}in'd; and, but that i: \\as ::i ip::cial Providence 
that· I was cail upon the Side of the J {fond, ,, h~rt: the 
Sav:iges never came, I D10t:id eafily have kno1·. n, .h::.t 
nothing was more frequent than for the CmzGtS from the 
'Mai n, when they happen'd to be a little too far nut at 
Sea, to ihoot over to t 11at Side of thl:! Inan<l for H,1rbo11r; 
likewi[e, as they often met, anJ fought in th1:ir Cal!f;ts, 

the \!iclors, raving tJken any Prifoners, would oring 
them ever to this Shore, where, according to their dread
ful CuHoms, being all Canibals, they would kill and cat 
them : Of which hereafter. 

\Vhen I was come down the Hiil to the Shor~, as I 
faiJ abo\·e, being the S. Vl. Point of the I.fiand, I was 
perfectly confounded and arnaz'd ; nor is it pofiible for 
me to exprefs the Horror of my Mind, at f. ·t ing the 
Shore frn .. ad with Skulls, Il:1nd5, Feet, anJ other Bones 
of hum:in Be r1ies; anJ p~trticu:c1rly I obft'n 'd a Pl.ice 
wlicrc there had heen a Fi.c mallc:, .1r<l a Circl~ dug in 
the Earth, Eke a C(1Ck-f it, where i~ 1, Ji.1");' >frc •h~ fa
vage \V;-t•ches hid fat dr n to their inhuma,1 J•c.1uings 
UJ on t:1e Bo,iics of tht:ir f ~;I,Jw-Crcaturet,, 

1 was fo a!:onifh'd w:c:1 thP Si~hc of thcfe t~ in;'~, that 
I c. tcr:ain'd i!O ~ ,c,tions of ar.y Danger co m1 k;f .trcm 

it, 
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it, for a long while ; all my Apprehenfions were buried 
jn the Thoucrht· of fuch a Pitch of inhuman, hellifh Brn-

1::> 

tality, and the Horror of the Degeneracy of human Na-
ture; w11ich, tho' I had heard of often, yet I never had 
fo near a View of befOie; in fhort, I turned away my 
Face from the horrid Speftacle; my Stomach grew iick, 
and I was jufl: at the Point of fainting, when Nature di.f
charged the Diforder from my Stomach, and, having vo
mited with an uncommon Violence, I was a little relieved, 
but could not bear to Hay in the Place a Moment; fo I 
got me up the Hill again, with all the Speed I could, 
and walk'd on towards my own Habitation. 

It/ hen I came a little out of that Part of the Hland, 
I fiood fl:il1 a while as amaz'd; and then 1ecovering 
myfelf, I looked up with the utmoft Affection of my 
Soul, and, with a Flood of Tears in my Eyes, gave 
God Thanks, that had cafl: my firfr Lot in a Part of the 
\Vorld, where I was diilinguifhed from fuch dreadful 
Creatures as thefe; anJ that tho;,igh I had eHeemed my 
pn.:tent Condition very rniferable, had yet given me fo 
many Comforts in it, that I had frill more to giv~ 
Thanks for, than to complain of; and this above all, that 
I had, even in this mi!erable Condition, been comforted 
\\:th the Knowldge of Himfrlf, and the Hope of his 
E1e1':i•1g, which was a Felicity more than futfitiently 
ec1ui, alenc to all the Mifery which I had fuffered, or 
could fuff~r. 

l r. this Frame of Th2.nkfolnefs, I went home to my 
Catlle, and began to be much eafier now, as to the 
S,.fety of my CircumfLnces, than ever I was before; 
for l ohfen•'d, that thefe \Vrctchcs never came to this 
lfland in Search of what they could get; perhaps not 
feeking, not \\anting, er not ex?ecting, any thir.g here; 
and having oficn, no doubt> been up in the co\·cr'd 
wocdy Part of it, \\ithout finding any thing to their 
Purpofc: I knew l had been here now almoit ei 6 hteen 
Years, c1.nL. never f..iw the leafl ~•ootileps of a human 
Crea:urc uie:re btforc; and might be here eighteen 
more a entirtly tonced'd as I was now, if I did not 
dif-:o\'lr my[df to them, which I had no manner of 
Occ~fic n t0 <lo, it being my only Duiir.efs tv keep my
fo!f en tircly concc...l'd, where I was, unlefs I found a 

better 
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better Sort of Creatures than Ca~ib:11s to make myfelf 

known to. 
Yet I entertained fuch an Abho.rence of the favage 

Wretches that I have been fpeak!ng of, l:!nd of the 

wretched inhuman Cuitom of their devc!lring ~nd eating 

one another up, that I continued penfive and fad, and 

kept c1ofe within my ow.n Circle for almoft tv-10 Years 

after this : V/hen I fay my own Cirde, I mean by it, 

rny three Plantations, cz.•iz.. my CailJe, my Cot.:r.try-Seat, 

which I call'd my Bower, and my lnclofure in the 

V/oods; nor did I look after ..this for any other Ufe, than 

as an Inclofure for my Goats; for the A\'erfion which · 

Nature gave me to thefe helli{h Vvretchcs was fuch, that 

I was as fearful of feeing them, as of feeing the Devil 

]1imfelf; nor did I fo m nch as go to look after my Boat 

in all this Time, but began rather to think of making 

me another; for I could not think of ever making any 

mere Attempts to bring the other Boat round the Ifland 

to me, lefr I !hould meet with fome of thofe Creatures at 

Sea, in which, if I had happen'd to have fallen into their 

Hands, I knew what v,·ould have been my Lot. 
Time however, and the Satisfaction I had, that I was 

in no Danger of being difcover'd by thefe People, began 

to wear cff my U neafir.efs about them; and I began to 

}i\·e ju!l in the fame compos'd manner as before; only 

with this Difference, th2t J us'd more Caution, and kept 

my Eyes more about me, than I did btfore, left I iliould 

harpen to be focn by ;:ny of them ; and particui.dy, I 

was more cautious of .fiiing my Gun, leil: any of them 

on the Ifhnd !hould happen to hear it; 2nd it was there

fore a very good Pro,, idence to me, that 1 had forni!h'd 

myfr~f \\ith" tame Breed of Goats, that I had 110 need 

- to hunt any more about the \Voocls, or f1?oot a: them ; 

and if 1 did catch any more of them after this, it was 

by Traps end Snares, ~s I had dor,c before; fa th t for 

two Years ~!ter this, f believe, I never fir'd mv Gun 

once off, though I rever went out without i~ ;, and, 

which was rr:0re, a<; I had fav'<l three Piilols out of the 

Ship, I ;.~way c; carri(d thtm cut with mp, or at kait 

two of them, ilickir.g- Lh t m in my Goat C·;n Belt: I like

\\·ife furbit1i'd up cne c,f the p.:. t Cut};ffes that I had 

out of the Ship, and me.de me a B-.lt to put it in a\io; 
fo 
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fo th:1t I was now a mofi form1d,1b!e Fellow to look at, 
\vhen I went abroad, if you add to tl{e former Defcrip
tion of myfc:lf, the Particular of two Pillols, and a great 
broad Sword, hanging at my Side in a Belt, but with
out a Scabbard. 

Things going on thus, as I have faid, for fome time, 
l feemed, excepting thefe Cautions, to be reduced to my 
former calm fedate \Vay of living; all thefe things tend
ed to !hew me more and more how far my Condition was 
from being miferable, compared to fome others; nay, 
to mnny other Particulars of Life, which it might have 
pleafed God to have made my Lot. It put me upon re
flecting, how little repining there would be among Man
kind, at any Condition of Life, if People would rather 
compare their Condition with thofe that are worfe in 
or<lcr to be thankful, than be always comparing them 
with thofe which are better, to ailift their Murmurings 
and Complainings. 

As in my prcfent Condition there were not really many 
things whien I wanted, fo indeed l thought th:a the 
Frights l had been in about thefe favage \Vretches, and 
the Concern I hnd been in for my own Prefervation, had 
taken off the Edge of my Invention for my 0\\ 11 Conve
niencies, and I h:id dropt a gocd Defign, which I had 
once bent my Thoughts upon; and that was, to try if I 
could not make fome of my B:irley into Malt, and then 
try ro brew myfelf fomc Beer: This was really a whim
fical Thought, and I reprov'<l myfclf often for the Sim
plicity of it; for I prefently faw there would be the 
\Vant of feveral thing s neceffary to the making my 
Beer, that it would be impoffible for me to fupply; as, 
fir11, Cafks to preferve it in, which was a thing tht, as 
l hare obfcrv'd already, I could never Cl)mpafs; no, 
tho' I fpent not many Days, but Weeks, nay Months, 
in attempting it, but to no Purpofe. Jn the next place, 
I h::id no Hops to make it keep, no Yecl/1 to make it 
,vork, no Copper or Kettle to make it boil; and yet had 
not all thefe things interven'd, I mean the Frights and 
Tt:.rrors l \Vas in about the Savages, I had un dertaken 
it, and perhaps brought it to pal's too; for [ fel<lom gave 
any thing over without ;iccomplifhing it, \'ihcn I once 
and it in my Head enough to begin it. 

5 But 
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But my Im:ention now ran quite another \Vay; fol' 
Night and Day 1 coulJ think of notl-iing, but how 1 might 
deilroy fome of tbefo lVIonf_lers in their cruel bloody En
tertainment; and, if pofliblr, fave the Victim they !hou!d 
bring hither to deilroy. It would t ,ke up a larger Vo
lume than th;s whole vVork is intended to be, to fet 
down all the Contrivances I hatched, or rather brooded 
upon in my Thoughts, for the defi:roying thefe Creatures,. 
or at ]eafi frightning them, fo as to prevent their com
ing hither any more; but all was abortive; nothing 
could be po:ffible to take Effect, unJefs 1 was to be there 
to do it myfelf; and what could one Man do among 
them, when perhaps there might be twenty or thirty of' 
them together, ,vith their Darts, or their Bows and Ar
rows, with which they couid fhoot as true to a Mark, as 
l could ,v hich my Gun ? 

Sometimes I ccntriv'd to dig an Hole under the Place 
where they made their Fire, and put in five or :fix Pounds 
of Gunpowder, which, when they kindled their Fire, 
would confequently take Fire, and blow up all that was 
near it ; but, as in the firit Place I !hould be very loth 
to waf:e fo much _Powder upon them, my Store being 
now within the ~antity of a Barrel; fo neither could 
1 be fore of its going off at any certain Time, when it 
might furp,·ize them; and, at beft, that it would do 
little more than jufl blow the Fire about their Ears, and 
fright them. but not fufficient to make them forfoke the 
P!Jce; fo I laid it ~fide, ancl then propofrd, that I 
would p:ace myfelf in Ambufh, in fome convenient Place, 
with my trn::e Guns all double loaded, and in the miadle 
of thti1· blocdy Ceremony let fly at them, wh~n l 1hould 
be fore to kill or wound perh:ip, two or three at every 
Shoot; ar.d then faliing in upon them with my three 
I'i!lols, ard my Sword, I make no Doubt but that, if 
there \-..ere twenty, I !hould kill them all: This Fc1ncy 
p!eafcd my Thoughts for fame \Vecks, and I was fo fJll 
of ir, that I often dreamt of it; and fometimes, thnt I 
was jnfl: gc,ii g ro let fly at them in my Sleep. 

l wu t ro far with it in my I ,dignation, th1t I em
p1oy'd myfe!f foveral Days, to find out proper Placec; ro 
pllt myftlf 1n il.mtufrad(•, a~ 1 /"id, to\\ itch for th~rn; 

and I ,,,ent frequ-:ctly to the Place itfdf, which was 
110\V 
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now grown more familiar to me; and ef pecially while my 
Mind was thus filled with Thoughts of Revenge, and of 

a bioody putting twenty or thirty of them to the Sword, 

as 1 may call ic; bnt the Horror I had at the Plate, and 

at the Signals of the barbarous Wretches devouring one 

annther, abated my Malice. 
vVdl, at l 'ngth I fvund a Place in the Side of the Hil1 7 

where I wa, facisfied I might fecurely wait till I faw any 

of the Boats coming, and mi6ht then, even before they 

would be reaJy to come on Stiorc, convey myfelf unfeen 

ir::o Thickets of Tre':!S, in one of which there was an 

Hollow larve cnouo h to conceal me entirely; and where 
b ~ l 

I might fi·, and obfrrve all their blooay Doings, and take 

my full Aim at their Heads, when they were fo clofe to

gether, as that it would be next to impoffible that I 

fhould mi1·s my Shoot, or that l could fail wounding three 

or four of ther11 at the firft Shoot. 
In thi~ Place then l refolv'd to fix my Defign ; and 

accordingly I prep1red two Mufk.ets, and my ordinary 

Fowling-pi~ce. I'he two Mufb:ts I loaded with a Brace 

of Slugs each, and four or five fmaller Bullets, about 

the Size of Pifl:ol-bullets and the Fowling-piece l lo:id

ed with near an Handful of Swan-fhot, of the largefl: 

Size; I alfo loaded my Piftols with about four Bullets 

each : And in this Pofture, well provided with Ammuni

tion for a fecond and third Charge, I prepared myfelf for 

my :Cxpedition. 
After I had thus laid the Scheme for my Defign, and 

in my r magination put it in Praltice, I continually made 

my Tour every Morning up to the Top of the Hill, 

v:hich was from my Caftle, ns I called it, about three 

'Miles, or more, to foe if I could obferve any Boats upon 

the Sea, coming near the Hland, or ibnding over towards 

it; hu~ I began to tire of this hard Duty, after I had for 

two or three Months confl:anly kept my Watch; but came 

f.lwJys back withcut any D1lcovery, there having not in 

a:! tnat Time been the lall Ar,p("arance, not only on or 

near thz Shore, hue not on the whole Ocean, fo far as 

my Eyes or GlafT.:s could reach every Way. 
As long as I kept up my daily Tour to the Hill to 

look. out, fo long alfo I krpt up the Vigour of my De

.1.;y, and my ~pirit.~ fecmcd to be ::dl the while in a foit
~ble 
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able Frame, for fo outrageous an Execution, as the kill

ing ,twenty or thirty nak~d Savages for an Offence, which 

I had not at all entcr'd intq aDifcuffion of in myThoughts, 

ar:y for :hcr than my Pafli,Jns were at fi:11- fired by rte 

Horror I conceiv'a. at the unnatural Cullom of the Peo

ple of that C0uut~y, who, it fetrn&, had been foffered by 

Providence, in his wife Dif1,ofition of the vVorld, to 

have no other Guide than that of their own abominable 

,wd vitiated Paffions; and con fequently \Vere 1t ft; and 

perhn ps had been for fome Age5, to act fuch horrid 

thing~, and receive fuch dreadful Cufloms, as nothing 

but Na cure, entirely abandon'd of Ileaven, and act:u 1ted 

by fome hellifh Degeneracy, coulc have run them into : 

But now, wren, as I have frid, 1 began to be \\Cary of 

the fruitlefs Excurfion which I had made fo long, and 

fo far, every M(.,rning in vain; fo my Opinion of the 

AEtion·itfelf began to alter, and I began \.\ith cooler 

and calmer Thoughts to confider what it was I ,vas go

ing to engage in ; what Authority or Call I had, to pre

tend to be Judge and Executioner upon thefe Men as 

Criminals, whom Heaven had thought fit for fo many 

Ages to fu:lfer, unpuni!hed, to go on, and to be, as it 

were, the Executioners of hjs Judgments upon one ano

ther; alfo how far thefe People were Offenders againfl: 

me, 3Pd what Right I had to engage in the ~arrel of 

that Bloocl, which they fhtd promifcuo1,fly one t.pon ano

ther: I debated this very often with myfe1f thu~; How 

do I know \\ hat God himfrlf judges jn this particular 

Cafe? le is cf1·tain thcfo People do not commit this as a 

Crime; it is not agddl their O\'r n Confrier.ces reproving, 

or their Light repnoching them. They dn not kn( wit 

to be an Offence, , nd :hen commit it in Defiance of C:i

vine Juflicc. ,s we do in ~lmc!l all the Sins we commit. 

They think it no mo1c a Crime to ki.1 a Captive taiten 

in \Var, thnn we do to kill an Ox; r.or to eat human 

F1c£h, than we do to eat Mutton. 
\\7hen I had codider'u thi s a !it t,e, it follmv'd necdfa

rily, that I wus certainly in the \~ "')t1g in it; that thcfe 

People we:e not }\.-IurC:uers in the Senfo th'.!t I had be

fore cond emn'd hem in my Though,s, any more ~ban 

thofe Chriilians were Murcerers, \vho often put to 

Death the Prifo~c,:, t~k-:n i11 B:mle, or :iwre freqt1cr,tly, 
upon 
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t:pon many Occafi.ons, put whole Troops of Men to the 
:::iword, without giving ~-nter, though they threw down 
tlle~r Arms, and fobrnittcd. 

In the next Place, it occurred to me, that albeit the 
Ufage they gave one another was thus brutifh and in
human, yet it' was really nothing to me: Thefe People 
had done me no lrjury: That it they attempted me, or 
1 faw it neceffary for my immediate Prefervation to fall -
upon them, fomething might be faid for it; but that 
l was yet out of their Power, and they had rec1lly no 
J~nowledge of me, and confequently no Defign upon me; 
and tlierefcre it c.ouid not be j ufl for me to fall upon 
them: Th~t this would juHify the Conduct of the Spa
mard1, in all their Barbarities pratlifed in America, where 
they defiroytd Millions of thefe People, who, however 
they were Idolaters and B.ubarians, and ha<l feveral 
bloudy and barbarous Rites in their Cufl:oms, fuch as fa
crificing nu:n:rn Bodie, to their Idols, were yet, as to the 
S;mlitirds, very innocent People; and that the rooting 
them out of the Country is fpoken of with the utmoft Ab
l1orrence and Deteftation, ·even by the Spaniards them
felves, at this Time, and by all other Chriftian Nation~ 
of Europe, as a mere Butchery, a bloody and unnatural 
Piece of Cruelty, unjufiifiable either to God or M.:m; 
and fuch, as for which the very Name of a Spaniard is 
recokncd to be frightful and terrible to all People of Hu
manity, or of Chrifiian Com paffion: As if the Kingdom 
of Spam were p;micularly eminent for the Product of a 
Race of Men, who were without Principles of Tender
nefs, or the common Bowels of Pity to the Miforablc, 
which is reckom:d to be a l\lark of a generous Temper 
in the lvfind, 

Thefe Confiderations really put me to a Paufe, and to 
a kind of a full Stop; and I began by little and little to 
be off of my Defign, and co conclude I had taken wrong 
Meafurcs in my Refolution:; to attack the Savages; that 
it was not my Bufinefs to meddle with them, unlefs they 
.firfl: attacked me, and this it was my Bufinefs, if poilible, 
to prevent; but that, if l were difco\'ered and attacked, 
thtn I knew my Duty. 

On the other h&nJ, I argued with myfelf, that th i 
really was the Wa:, not to deliver myfelf, bi.:t entirelv 
to ruin and ceiho-., mvfelf; for unlefs I was fore to kill . , 

ercry 
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every one that not only fhould be on Shore at that Time, 
but that !hould erer come on Shore afterwards, if bot 
one of them efcaped to tell their Country-people what 
had happened, they would come over again by Thou
fanJs to revenge the Death of their Fellows; and I !hou!d 
only bring upon myfelf a certain Defh1Gion, which at 
prefent I had no manner of Occafion for. 

Upon the whole, I concluded, that neither in Principles 
nor in Policy, I ought one \Vay or ether to concern m1felf 
in this Affair: That my Bufinefs was, by all poffible 
means to conceal rnvfolf from them, and not to leave the 
]eafl Signal to them ~o gueL by, that there were ~ny living 
Creatures upon the IJ!and; 1 mean of human Shape. 

Religion joined in with this Prudential, and I was con
vinced now many way~, that I was perfeclly out of my 
Duty, when I was laying all my bloccly Schemes for the 
Def.ruction of innocent Creatures, I mean innocent as to 
me: As to the Crimes they were guilty of towards one 
another, I had nothing to do with them; there were na
tiona! Puni!hmcnts to make a jufr Retribution for na
tir,nal Offences; and to bring public Judgments upon 
thofe who o.ffend in a public Manner, by fuch \Vays as 
heft pleafe God. 

This appeared fo clear to me now, that nothing was a 
greater Satisfaction to me, than that I had not been fuf
fered to do a thing which I now faw fo much Reafon 
to believe would have been no lefs a Sin, than that of 
wilful Murder, if I had committed it; and T gave rnotl: 
humble Thanks on my Knee~ to God, that had thus de
livered me from Blood-gniltinrfs; befeeching him to 
grant me the Protection f his PrO\ idence, that I rni~ht 
not fall into the Hands of Barbarians; or that I might 
not lay my H _nds upon them, unlefs f had a more clear 
Call from He~n·cn to do it, in Defence t'f my own Lift'. 

In this Difro1itit'n I continued for near a Year after 
this; -and fo far was r from dcfiring an Occafion for foH
ing upon thcfr \\Trctches, that in all that Time I re, er 
once werit ur the Hill ro fee whether there were any of 
them in ~ig h·t, or to kn~\,\\ hcthcr any of them had been 
on Shore there, or not ; that f mi_;,ht nnt be tempted to 
renew any of my Contrivances arrainfl: thetrl, or be pro
voked bv anv Ac.lvantai,e \vi icl1 mi?ht preftnt itfdf, to 
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fall upon them; only this I did, I went and removed 
my Boat, which I had on the other Side the Hland, and 
carried it down to the Eaft-end of the whole Hland, where 
I ran it into a little Cove which J found under fome high 
Rocks, and where I knew, by reafon of the Currents, 
the Savages durfi: not, at leafl: would not, come with their 
Boats, upon any Account whatfoever. 

With my Boat I carried away every thing that I had 
left there belonging to her, tho' not neceifary for the bare 
going thither; r,.;fa:,. a Mafi: and Sail, which I had made 
for her, and a thing like an Anchor, but indeed, w'hich 
could not be called either Anchor or Grapling; however, 
it was the befl: I oould make of its kind. All thefe l re. 
moved, that there might not be the leafl: Shadow of any 
Dif'covery, or any Appearance of any Boat, or of any 
Habitation upon the lfl~nd. 

Beli.dea this, I kept myfelf, as I faid, more retir'd tha11 
ever, and feldom went from my Cell, other than upon 
my confiant Employment, <viz. to milk my She-Goats, 
and m1na~e my little Flock in the Vlood; which, as it 
was quite on the other Part of the lfland, was quite out 
of Danger: For certain it is, that thefe favage People, 
who fometimes haunted this Inand, never came with any 
Th~iughts 0f finding any thing here, and confequently ne
ver wandet'd off from the Coaft; and I doubt not, but 
th y might ha\·e been feveral times on Shore, after my 
Apprehen fir ns of them had made me cantious, as well 
as before; ar,J indeed, I look'd back with fame Horror 
upon the fhcughts of what my Condition would have 
been, if I haJ chopp'd upon them, and been difcover>J 
before that, when naked and unarm'd, except with one 
Gun, and that loaded often only with fmall Shot. I 
w;ilked ev, y where, peeping and peering about the 
lfLind, to f e wh:;t [ could get: \Vhat a Surprize fhould 
I have been in. if, whc.n I difcovered the Print of a Man's 
Foot, I had inf1.:ead of that feen fifteen or twenty Savaoes, 

• b 

and found them purfuing me, and, by the Swiftnefs of 
their runni11g, no Pc!Tibility of my efcaping them! 

The Thoughts of this fometinies funk my very Soul 
within me. :rnd difirefa'd r:,v Mind fa much, that I could 
not foon recover it; to thi;1k what I fhould have done, 
and howl not only fhould not have been able to refift 

them, 
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them, but even iliould not have h:d Prefence of .Mir,d 

enough to do what I might have done; much lefs, what 

now after fo much Corfideration and Preparation l mioht 

be able to do. Indeed, after ferious thinking of thefe 

things, I would be very melancholy, and fometimes it 

would la!l a great wl11le; but I refolv'd it at laft all into 

Thankfulncfs to that Prcvidence which h2d delivered me 

f.-cm (o many uofeen Dangers, and had kept me from 

thofe Mifc:hief::,, \\ hich I could no wav have heen the 

Agent in delivering myfelf from ; bec;ufc: I had not the 

le~n Notion of any fuch thjng depending, or the leail 

Suppofition of its beirg poffible. 
This renew'd a Contemplation, \vhich often had come 

to my Thoughts in former Time, when firft I began 

to fee the merciful Difpofitions of Heaven, in the Dan

gers we run through in this Life; ho\v wonderfully we 

are. deliver1d wl, c.n we know nothing of it: How ,vhen 

we are in a !!!J,andmy (as we call it) a Doubt or Hefita

tion, whether to go this \:Vay, or that Vilay, a fecret 

Hint {hall dir~cl us this \Vay, when we intendeJ to go 

that \VJy; nay, \\hen Senfe, our O\t:.'n Inclination, and 

perhaps Dufinefs, bas called to go the other \Vay, yet a 

fira.nge !mprefuon upon the Mind, from \\e know not 

what Sp.rin.gs, and by we now not ,vhat Power, fhall 

over- rule us to go this \Vay; and it fhali afterwards 

appeJr, that h:i<l we gone that ....... ,:ay ,vhich we wou!dhave 

gone, an<l even to our Imagination ou~ht to hm·e gone, 

we {houH have been ruined and lo:l:: l.Tpon thcie, and 

manv. like Re:-1etlio11s, I afterwards made it a ceitain 

Rule \\ith me, th:n whenrH·r I found thofc frcrct Hints, 

or Preffiugs of my Mind, to coing or not doing any 

thing that prefented, or to going this Viay or tha:: Way, 

I never failed to obey c:.~! fecrct Dictate; tho' I knew no 

~ther Reafon for it, than ~hat foch a Pre!fore. or fuch an 

Hint, hung upon my Mind: I conld give many Exam

ples of the Succefs of this Co11dutt in the Couffe of m} 

Life; but more efp~cially in the latttr Part of my inha

biting this unbapp)' Hlaod; befides ma:-.y Occafions 

which it is ve~y likely I might hr.ve taken notice of, if 

I bad feen with the fame Eyes then, that I faw with now: 

But 'tis never too late to e wife; 1111d I cannot but ad

vife all cc,nflcering Men, v,hofr Li\'c:.-i are ittendcd with 
f di 
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fuch extraordinary Incidents a'3 mine, or even though 
not fo extraordinary, not to flight fuch fecret Intimations 
of Providence, let them come from what invifible Intel
ligence they will; that I fhall not difcufs, and perhaps 
cannot account for; but certainly they are a Proof of 
the Converfe of Spirits, and the fecret Communication 
between thofe embodied, and thofe unembodied ; and 
foch a Proof as can never be withfl:ood: Of which I 
ihall have 'occafion to give fome very rem:11 k.ble In
fiances, in the Remainder of my folitary Refidence.in this 
difmal Place. 

I believe the Reader of this will not think it fl:ranQ"e, if 
I confefs that thefe Anxieties, thefe conflant Dangers I 
Ji\ .:din, and the Concern that was now upon me, put 
an End to nil Invention, and to all the Co1trivances 
that I h~d Iaid for mv future Accommodations and Con
veniencies. I had the Care of my Safety mc:-e now 
upon my Hands, than that cf my F0od. I cared not 
to drive a Nai}, er chop a Stick of Wood now, for fear 
the N oife I iho uld make !hould be heard; much lefa 
would I fire a Gun, for the fame Reafon; and, above 
all, I was very uneafy at making any Fire, leH the Smcke, 
wh ich is vifibie at a great Diftance in the Day, fhould 
be tray me; and for this Reafon I remo ed that Part of 
my B·ufineC~. which required Fire, fuch as burning of 
Pots, and P ipes, f.:fc. into my new Apartment in the 
Y./ oods; where after I had been fome time, J found, to 
my un(peak:abl e Confolation, a 1"!1ere natural Cave in the 
Earth, \Vh ich wrn t in a vall: 'Nay, and -wl-iere, I dare 
fa y, no Savag~, had he been at th~ Mouth of: it, would 
be l o hardy as to venture in, nor indeed wouH any Man 
cl le, but one who, like me, wanted nothing fo much a~ 
a faft'. R etreat. • , 

The i\lfou th of this Hollow.. was at the Bottom of a 
great Rock, where, by mere Accident (f wotilc! fay, if 
1 did nutfre :m abundant Reafon to afcribc all fu h thir.gs 
now to Pro\ idence) I \\,as cutting down Come thick 
B·anch es of Tre~s to make Charcoa 1; and before I go 
011, I mu!l- obfon'c the Reafon of my making this Char
coa!. \\ hich. \'!as thus: 

. 1 was afraid of making a Smoke &bout my Ha~)ita
tion. as I faid before; and ,et I could not live there 
witbout baking my Bread, ~coking my Meat, c::'c. fo I 

contrived 
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contrived to burn fome \Vood here, as Thad feen done i11 

England under Turf, till it became Ch ark, or dry Coal; 

and then putting the Fire out, I preferved the Coal to 

carry home, and perform the other Services, which Fire 

was wanting for at home, without Danger or Smoke. 

But this by the bye: While I was cutting down fame 

Wood here, I perceived that behind a very thick Branch 

of low Brufh-wood, or Under-wood, there was a kind 

of hollow Place: I was curious to look into it, and o·et

ting with Difficulty into the Mouth of it, I found it ~vas 

pretty large, that is to fay, fufficient for me to fiand up

right in it, and perhaps another with me; but I muft con

fefs to you, I made more haile out than I did in; when 

looking further into the Place, which was perfectly dark~ 

I faw two broad fhining Eyes of fame Cre1ture, whether 

Devil or Man, I knew not, which twinkled like two 

Stars, the dim Light from the Cave's Mouth ihining di

rectly in, and making the Reflexion. 
However, after fame Paufe, I recovered rnvfelf, and 

began to call rnyfelf a thoufand Fools, and teil myfelf, 

that he that he that was afraid to fee the Devil, was not fit 

to live twenty Years in an Jfland all alone, and that I durft 

to believe there was nothing in this Cave that was more 

frightful than myfelf: Upon this, plucking up my Cou

rage, I took up a large Firebrand, and in I rufh'd again, 

with the Stick flaming in my Hand: I had not gone 

three Steps in, bnt I was almcH: as much frighten'd as 

I was before ; for I heard a very loud Sigh, like rhat of 

a Man in fame Pc1i11; and i was follow'd by a brokt:n 

Noire, as if of Words half rxprefs'd, and then a cteep 

Sirrh acrain ! l ilepped back, and \Vas indeed !lruck with 

fu~h ; Surp1 ize; rhat it put me into a cold Sweat; 

and if 1 had had an Hat on my He;,d, I will not anfwer for 

it, that my Hair might not hav.:: lifted it off. But ftill 

plucking up my Spirits as well as I could, :rnd encou

raging myfelf a little, with confidering that the Power 

and Prefence of God was every-where, and was able to 

protPct me; upon this I fiepped forward ag:iin, and by 

the Lio ht of the Firebrand, holding it up a little over 

my H~ad, I faw lying on the Ground a moft monil:roui 

friohtful old He-Goat, jufi making his \Vil}, as we fay, 

ga[ping for Life, and dying indeed of a mere oJc.l /\ge .. 
i 
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1 !'\irreJ hirn a little to fee if I could get him m1t, and 

;he drayed to get up, but was not able to raife himfdf) 
and l thought with myfelf. he might e'en lie there; for 
if he had frighten'd me fo, he would certainly fright 
any of the Savages, if any of them fhould be fo hardy 
as to come in there, while he had any Life in him. 

I was now recovered from my Surprife, and began tel 
look round me., when I found the Cave was but very 
fmall; that is to fay, it might be about twe-lve Feet over. 
but in no manner of Shape, either round or fquare, no 
Hands having ever been employ'd in making it but 
thofe--of mere Nature: I obferved alfo,. that there' wast 
Place at the farther Side of it that went in farther, but_ 
fo low, that it required me to creep upon my Hands an<l 
Knees to get into ic, and whither it went, I knew not-; 
fo having no Candle, I gave it over for fame time, but 
yefolved to come agafo the next Day, provided with Can,.. 
dles and a Tinder-box, wilich I had made of the Loci: 
<Jf o~e of the Mufquets, with fome Wildfire in the Pan. 

Accordingly, the next Day, I came provided with fit 
large Candles of my own making, for l made very goocl. 
Candles now of Goat's Tallow; and,, going into th~ 
fow Place, I was obliged to ereep upon all Four~, as I 
have faid, almoft ten Yards; which, by the way, I 
thought was a Venture bold enough, confidering that I 
knew not how far it might go, or what was beyond it : 
When I was got thro' the Streight,. I found the Roof 
·rofe higher up, I believe near twenty Feet, but nevet' 
was fuch a glorioYs Sight feen in the Hland, I dare fay., 
as it was, to look round the Side:. and Roof of this Vault 
or Cave: The Walls reflelled an hundred thoufand Lights 
to me from my two Candles; what it was in the RockJJ 
whether Diamonds, or any other precious Stones, or 
Gold, which I rather fuppofed it to be, I knew not. 

The Place I was in wa, a moil: delightful Cavity, or 
Grotto, of its kind, as could be e~petled, though per
fealy dark; the Floor was dry and level, and had a fort 
of fmall loofe Gravel upon it; fa that there was no nau
feous Creature to be feen; neither was there any Damp 
-or Wet on the Sides of the Roof: The only Difficulty in 
lt was the Entrance, which, however, asiit \\ as a Place 
of Security, aRd fucli a Retreat a& l waritecl, I thoug h~ 

VoL, I. H th.it 
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that wac: a Convenience; fo that I was really rej~ic;d 

at the Di[covery, and re1oived, without any Delav, :o 

br:ng fame of thote thing_s which I was moll ar. ~icms 

abqut, to this Place; particularly, I refolved to brin ,,. 

hither my Magazine of Powder, and all my {pare Arms: 

cviz . t\"O Fo\,_:ling-pieces (for I had three in all) and 

three Mufquets (for of them l had eight in all;) fo 1 kept 

at my C..aH-le only five, which !lc.od ready mount.:d, like 

Pieces of Cannon, on my outmoil: Fence; and wcr:! rc.idy 

alfo ' to take out upon any Expedition. 
Upon this Occafion of removing my Ammunit:on, I 

wa5 obliged to open the Barrel of 'Powder h hi1...h i wok 

up out of the Sea, and which had been wet; and I 

found, thnt the \tVa!er had penetrated abouc three or 

fou1· Inches into the Powder on every Side, wh:ch, caking 

and growing hard, had preferved the In fide like a Kernel 

jn a Shell; fo that I had near fixty Pounds of \'ery good 

Powder in the Centre of the Calk; and this was an agree~ 

able Di(co\'ery to me at that Time; fo I carried all away 

thither,never keeping above two or three Pounds of Powder 

with me in my Cafrle, for fear of a Surprife of any Kind. 

I alfo carried thither all the Lead I had left for Bullets. 

I fancied myfelf now like one of the anticnt Gi:rnts, 

which were (aid to live in Caves and Holes in the Rocb, 

wherr ' none could come at them; for l perfuadcd myfel(. 

while I wc:s here, if five hundred Sa\·ages \\'ere to hunt 

me, they could never find me out ; or if they did, they 

,voul<l net venture to attack me here. 
• The old Goat, which I found expiring, died in the 

)v!ou:h of the Cave, the next Day aft.er I made this Dif

covery; and I found it much eafier to dig a great Hole 

there, and throw him in, and cov'-'r him with Earth, 

than to drag him out: So l interred him there, to pre· 

vent Offence torn, N ofo. · 
J was now in my twenty-third Yea:- of Refidencc in this 

Jfland, and w::s fo naturalized to the Place, and to the Man

ner of living, that could I have but enjoyed the Certainty, 

that no Savages would cornc to the Place to di!rurb me, I 

could have been content to have capitul::ited for (pending 

the rrll of my Time there, even to the laH Moment, till I 

} ad laid me down and died, like the old Goat, in theCaYe: 

lh.ic alfo arrived to fame iidcDivcrfions andAmufements, 
which 
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... nich m.ice the Time pats more rleafar.rly \Vith llH' a gr£a~ 
C:e;d than it did before; a~, firfl, l haJ taught r.:y Pol, ai 
l notd before, to f peak; and he Jid it fo famili..:rly, and: 
t:ilked fo articulately and plain, that ic was '-ery pleafant 
to me; and he lived wi th me no lefs than fix and twenty 
Years: How long he might live afterward~, 1 knew not; 
tho' 1 know they have a Notion in the Brajils, that they 
live an hundred Years; perhaps fome of my Pols may be 
ali"e there ftill, calling after Paor Robin Crufae to this 
Day; I wifh no Englijhmcn the ill Leck to come there and 
hear them; but if he did, he would certainly believe it 
was che Devil. My Dog was a very pleafant and lqdng 
Companion to me for no lefs than fixteen Years of .my 
Time, and then died of mere old Age; as for my Cats. 
they multiply'd, as I have ohferv'd, to that Degree, that [ 
was obliged to iboot feveral of them at fir ft, to keep them 
from devouring me, and all I had ; but at length, \Vhen 
the two old ones I brought with me were gone, and af
ter fame Time continually driving them from me, and let
ting them have no Provi!ioA with me, they all ran wild 
into the V✓o')ds, except two or three Favourites, which 
I kept tame, and whofe Young, w},en they had ary, I 
ahnp drowned, and thefe were Part of my Fam:!y ~ 
Befides thefe, I always kept two or three Ho uibold h.~ds· 
about me, which I taught to feed out of my Hand; and 
I had alfo more Parrots, which ~al.ked pretty well, ar.d 
\Vonld all call R.ohin Crnfae, but none like my f.rft; r.or,. 
indeed, did I take the Pains with any of them that I had 
done with him: I had alfo feveral tame Sea-fowls, whofe' 
Names l know not, which I c1ught t1pon the Shore, and 
cut their ·wings; and the little Stakes, which I had 
planted before my Cafl:lc W7 all, being now grown up tll 
a good thick Grove, thefe Fo\vls all li,..cd among thefe 
low Trees, and bred there, which ,vas very agreeable to 
me; fo t_hat, as I faid above, I began to be ve!Y well 
contented \\ith the Life I led, if it might but h a\•e been 
fecurcd from the Dread of 9avagca. 

But it was otherwifc directed ; aP. d i t mi<ht not be 
amifs for all People who iball meet with my' " tory, to· 
make this ju11 Obfervation from it; •1, iz . How frequ1~ndy, 
in the Courfe of our Lives, the Evil, whi r:h i- n itfelf 
.we feek mcU to fhun, and which, W1ie n w~ ar~ fallea 

H z in tc-., 
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~r.to, is the mofi dreadful to us, is oftencimes the very 

Mea ns or Door of our Deliverance, bv whith ;dor,e \\e 

can be railed again from the Affliction \~1e are fallen into: 

I could give mat1y E.xam~les of this in the C ourfe of my 

unaccountable Life; but in nothing was it more parti

cularly remarkable, than in the Circum/1ances of my laft 

Years of folitary Refi!l:ance in this Jfiand. 
It was now the Month of Decemher, as I faid abovr., 

in my twenty-third Year; and this being the Southern 

~olfi:ice, for Winter I cannot call it, was the particular 

Time of my Harvefi, and required my being pretty 

much abroad in the Fields; when going out pretty early 

in the Morning, even before it was thorough Day-light., 

I was furprifed with feeing a Light of fome Fire upon 

the Shore, at a Di!1-ance from me of ab0ut two Miles. 

towards the End of the Hland, where I had obfcrv'd 

fome Savages had been, as before; but not {)n the other 

Side; but, to my great Affiillion, it was on my .Side of 

the I fland. 
f was indeed terribly furpris'd at the Sight, and fl opp'd 

!hort within my Grove, not daring to go out, leit I might 

be furpris'J; and yet I had no more Peace within, from 

the Apprehenfions I had, that if thefe Savages, in ram

bling O\' Cr the Jfland, fuould find my Corn !landing, or 

cut, or any of my Works and Improvements, they would 

immediately conclude, that there were People in the 

Placr, and would then never give over till they found 

me out: In this Extremity I went back directly to my 

Caale, pull'd up the L ,dder after me, having made all 

, things without look as wild and natural as I could. 

Then I prepar'd myfelf within, putting myfelf in a 

Pofture of Defence; I loaded all my Cannon, as I called 

them, tbat is to /nJ', my Muiqucts, which were mounted 

upon my new Fortification, and all my Pifiols, and re

fol \'ed to defend myfelf to the ]all Gafp; not forge_tting 

feri oufly to recommend m) frlf to the Divine Protecl:ion, 

and earneftly to pray to God to deliver me out of the 

Hands of the Barbarians; and in this Pofture I continu'd 

about two Hours, but began to be mighty impatient for 

Intelligence abroad, for l had no Spies to fend out. 

f\ft ~· r iit tin<T a while lon ger, al!d mufing wh~,t I 

fl1'-,t.ld do in this Cafr, I \-.1 .i s not able to bear fitting in 
Ignornnce 

C 
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Ignorance longer; fo fetting up my Ladder to the Side 

of the Hill, where there was a flat Place, as I obferved 

before, and then pulling the Ladder up after me, I fet it 

up again, and mounted to the Top of the Hill; and pull

ing out my Perfpect:.ivc-glafs, which I had taken on Pur

pofe, I laid me down flat on my Belly on the Ground, and 

began to look for the Place: I pr~fently found thire 

were no lefs than nine naked Savages fitting round a fma\l 

l•ire they had made; not to warm them, for they had no 

Need of that, the Weather being extreme hot; but, a! 

1 fuppofed, to drefs fome of their barbarous Diet of hu

man Flelh, which they had brought with them, whether 

alive or dead, I coulJ not know. 
They had two Canoes with them, which they had hal

ed up upon the Shore; and as it was then Tide of Ebb, 

they feemed to me to wait the Return of the Flood to go 

away again. It is not eafy to imagine what Confufion 

this Sight put me ioto, efpecially fe€ing them come 011 

my Side the Ii1and, and fo near me too; but when rob

ferved their coming mufl: be always with the Cur ent ' of 

the Ebb, l began afterwards to be mere fedate in my 
Mird, being fatisfied that I might go abroad with Saf,:ty, 

all the Time of Tide of Flood, if they were not on Sh,/r-c 

before; and having made this Obfervation, I went abr,oaJ~ 

about my Harveft-work with the more CompoCure. 

As 1 expefled, fo it proved; for as foon as the Tide 
made to the Weftward, I faw them all take Boat, and row 
(or paddle, as we call it) all away: I fhou1d have o,b~ 

fcrved, that for an Hour and more before they went off, 

they went to dancing, and I could eafily difcern their 

Poftures and Geftures bymy Glaffes: l could not perceive, 

' by my niceft Obfervation, but that they were fiark-naked, 

and had not the leaft Covering upon them; but whet he\' 

they were Men or Woman, that I could not diitinguifh. 

As foon as I faw them fhi pped and gone, I took two

Guns upon my Shoulders, and two Piftols at my Girdle~ 

and my great Sword by my Side, without a Scabbard; 

and with all the Speed I was able to make, I went away to 

the Hill,where I had difcover'd the fir ft Appearance of all .. 

As foon as l got thither, ,,hich was not lefs than two Hours 

(for I could not go apace, being fo loaded with Arms as 

l \\ ~~) I p~rceivcd there had been three Canoes more of 
II 3 Savages 
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Savage~ on that Place; and lo0king out further, I faw· 
they \\.ere all at Sea together, making over for the Main. 

This was a dread fol Sight to me, efpecial !y \\'hen going 
CO\\ n to the Shnre, I couid fee £he Marks of Horror which 
t!l:> di( ma! V/ork they had been about had left behind it, 
'71:z. the Blood, the Bernes, anci Part of the Flefh of ht1mJn 
Dodie~, eaten and dcrnured by thofe \Vretches, \\ ith Mer
ri~1ent and Sport. J was fo ~!led. with lnctignarion at the 
!:Ji,, ht,tl1J: J bc!:!an no\Y to premeditate theDe!huctic,n of th~ c., ~l 

next that l faw there, let them be who or how many foever. 
It feemeJ evident to nie, that the Vifits which they 

thus n, ce to this lfland, were not very frequent; for i~ 
·was abo r fiftten Months before any more of them, or 
on Shor~ n;ere a~ain; tbat zs to fay, I never faw thtm, or 
;lny .Foot11eps or Sig nab of them, in all that Time; for 
.is IO the rainy Se.:ifons, then they are fure not to come 
~broad, at lt:.tt1 not fo far; vet all this while J ]ired un
comfon:1 ly, by re:.ifon of t·he confl:ant Apprehenfion~ l 
w3s in of their coming upon me by Surprife; from whence 
I obferve, that the Expectation of Evil is more bitter 
than the Suffeiing, efpecially if there is no room·to iliake 
off that Expetl:ation or thofe A pprehenfions. 

Du:-ing all this Time, I was in the murdering Hnmour ~ 
and took up mcfi of my Hours, which fhould ha\•e been 
lietter emp,oyed, in contriving how to circumvent antl 
fall upon them the very next Time 1 mould fee them;_ 
e(pecially if they ihculd be divided, as they were the fa[); 
Time, into two Parties ; nor did I confider at all, that 
if -l killed one Party, fuppofe ten or a Mzen, l was .Rill 
the next Day, or Week, or Month, to ki.11 another, and 
fo another, even ad ,,jinitum, till I fhould be at length no 
lefs a Murderer than chey were in being Mcn-eareH, and 
perhaps much more fo. 

I fpent my Days now in great Perplfxity ar.d Anxiety 
of l\Jind, t'xpe,:ting that I fbould one Day or other fall 
into the Har:d!i of theft! n~erciltfs Creatcm.s; if I did at 
any Time n:ntnri:: ab1oad, it wa!> not without Ioo~ing 
ro~nd me with tJ.e crreateft Care an,j Caution imat•ina-

~ u 

ble; i:1d now I tou nJ, to my great Co:nfort, how happy 
it was that I had provided a tame Flc,!{ or Ht:rd of 
Goat'>; for I durfl rio t, upon any account, ti e rr.y Go•1, 
efpecic.l:y n{·a.r tha: Side of the H1and, ,,-he.re they ufoally. 

came, 
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came, left I fuould alarm the Savages; and if they had 

fled from me now, I was fore to have them come back 

again, with perhaps two or three hundred Canoes with . 
. them in a few Days, and then I knew what to expect. 

However, I wore out a Year and three Months more, 

. before I ever faw any more of the Savages, and then I 
found them again, as I fuall foon obferve: It is true, 
they might have been there once or twice; but either 

they made no Stay, or~ at le aft, I did not hear them; 
but in the Month of May, as near as I could calculate, 
.rnd in my four and twentieth Year, I had a very ftrange 
Encounter with them, of which in its Place. 

The Perturbation of my Mind, during this fifteen ·or' 
£xteen Months Interval, was very great; I flept unquiet~ 
dreamed always frightful Dreams, and often llarted out 
of my Sleep in the Night; in the Day great Troubles 
overwhelmed my Mind; in the Night I dreamed often 

of killing the Savages, and the Reafons why I might 
juflify the doing of it : But to wave all this for a while, 

it was in the Middle of Jlay, on the fixteenth D 1y, I 
think, as wt:11 as my poor w·oodcn Calendar would rec
kon; for 1 marked all upon the Po!l ilill; 1 fay, 1c was
on the fixteenth of May, that it blew a great Storm of 
Wind all Day, with a great deal of Lightning and 

• Thunder, and a very foul Night was after it: I know 
.not what was the panicular Occafion of it; but as I was
reading in the Bible, and taken up with ferious Thoughts 
about my prefent Condition, I was furprifed with the
Noife of a Gun, as I lhought, fired at Sea. 

This was, to he fure, a Surprife of a quit~ different" 
Nature from any I had met with before; for the "Notion5 
this put into my Thoughts were quite of another K1nd: { 
i1arted up in the greatefi: Hail:e imaginable; and in a trice 
~lapped up my Ladder to the middle Place of the Rock, 

anJ pulled it after me, and mounting it the fecond Time, 
got to the Top of the Hill; that very !\foment a Flafi1 

of Fire bade me lifren for a fecond Gun, which according
ly in about half a Moment I heard, and by the Sound 
knew that it ,vas from t:1at Part of the Sea \\ here I \Vas 

driven out with the Cnrrer.t in my Boat. 
I immediately confidu'd, that lhis mufl be f"'me Sryip in 

Dilhcfs, an<l that they had forne Comrade, or fome other 
H 4 Ship 



.276 The LIPE and ADVENT~IU!3 If 
Ship in Company, and fired thefe Guns for Sionals of: 

Diflrefa, and to obtain Help: I had this Prcfence ~f Mind 

at that Minute, as to think, that though I could not help· 

them, it may be they might help me; fo I brought toge

ther all the dry \·Vood I conld get at hand, and making 

a good handfome Pile, I fet it on Fire upon the Hill; the

Wood was dry, and blazed freely, and tho' the \Vind blew

very hard, yet it burnt fairly out,. fo that I was certa;n:,

jf there,, as any fuch thing as a Ship, they mull: nce<l fee 
it, and no dou.bt they did; for as foon as ever my Fire 

blazed up, l heard another Gu 11, and after th:n fevcrai 

others, all from the fame ~arter. I ply'd my Fire :ill 
Night long, till Day broke; and when it was broad Day,. 

and the Air cle:ued up, I faw fornething at a great Dif

tance at Sea, full Eaft of the lfland, whe:her a Sari, or

an Hull, I could not diftinguifn, no not with my Glaffe s, 

theDifiance was fo great, and the Weather ftill fomething 

hazy alfo; at lea ft it was fo out at Sea. 
I looked frequently at it all that Day, and foon per

ceived that it did not move; fo I prefently concluded, 

,hat it was a Ship at Anchor; and being eager, you may 

be fore to be fatisfied, I took my Gun in my Hand, and 

ran towa, cls the South-eajl Side of the Ifland, to the Rocks ... 

where 1 had bt!en formerly carried away with the Cur• 

rent; and getting up there, the_ Weather by this timer 

being perfetlly clear, I could plainly fee, to my great Sor~ 

row, the W reek of a Ship caft away in the Night upon thofe 

concealed Rocks which I found when I was out in my Boat J 

and which Rocks, as they checked the Violence of the,. 

Stream, :i nd made a kind of Counter-fl ream, or EdJy, \\ere 

the Occafion of my ;ecovering then from the mttl defpe1 at·l

hopelefo Crncition that e\.er I had blen in all my life. 
Thus, \\hat is one Man's Safety, is ;inother !\•fan's 

Deftruffon ; for it feC'ms, thefc Men, whoe\'er they 

were, being· out oft heir Koo,\ ledge, and the Rodo be· 

ing wholly·uoder W~ter, had been dri\en upon thc·m in 

the Nioht, the Wind blowing hard at E. and E. N. E. 
Had they [een the JflJnd, as J mull necdfarily fuppofe 

t11ey d1d not, they muff, as I thought, ha..-e en<le?.\ ourcd 

to have faved themleh es on Shore by lhe Help of their 

.Boat; but their Firing of their Guns for Help, efpeci

ally when lhcy f.::nv , a5 l im.1gintd, roy fire, filled mo 
\\ )!l1 
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with many Thoughts : Firft I imagined, that, upon feeing 
my Light, they might have put themfelves into their 
Boat, and have endeavoured to make the Shore; but that 
the Sea going very high, they might have been caft 
away ; other Times I imagin'd, that they might have 
loft their Boat before, as might be the Cafe many ways; 
as particularly, by the breaking of the Sea upon their 
Ship, which many Times obliges Men to !lave, or take 
in Pieces their Boat; and fometimes to throw it overboard , 
with their own Hands: Other Times I imagined, they 
had fame other Ship or Ships in Company, who, upon 
the Signals of Diftrefs they had made, had taken them 
up, and carried them off: Other whiles I fancied, they 
were all gone off to Sea in their Boat, and being hurried 
away hy the Current that I had been formerly in, were 
carried out into the great Ocean, where there was no
thing but Mifery and Perifhing; and that perhaps they 
might by this time think of fl:arving, and of being in a 
Condition to eat one another. 

As all thefe were but Conjectures at heft, fo, in the 
Condition I was in, I could do no more than look upon 
the Mifery of the poor Men, and pity them; which had 
ftill this good Effett on my Side, that it gave me more 
and more Cau(e to give Thanks to -God, who had fo 
happily and comfortably provided for me in my defolate 
Condition; and thac of two Ships Companies who were 
now caft away upon this Part of the World, not one Life 
!hould be [pared but mine. I learnt here again to ob
ferve, that is very rare, that the Providence of God calls 
us into any Condition of Life fo low, or any Mifery fo 

,great, but \Ve may fee fomething or other to be thank fol for, 
~nd may fee others in worfe Circnmfiances than our own. 

Such certainly was the Cafe of thefe Men, of whom I ' 
could not fo much as fee room to fuppofe any of them were 
faved; nothing could make it rational, fo much as to win-1 • 
or expect that they did not all perifh there, except the 
Poffibility only of their being taken up by another Ship in 
Company: And this was but mere Poflibility indeed; for 
{ faw not the lea fl Signal or Appearance of any fuch thing. 

I cannot explain, by any poffible Energy of \Vords, 
what a flrange Longing, or Hankering df Defire, I fel t 
in my Soul upon this Sight ; breaking out fometimes 

H 5 thus; 
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thus: 0 that there h:id been but one or two, nav, or but 
one Soi1i faved out of the Ship, to h?.ve efcap~d ro me?. 

that 1 might but have haci (,ne Companion, ont Feliow
Creature, to h.:ve f pc kf>n to me, and to hav• convers'd 
with! In all the 11me of my folitary Life, I nevtr felt 
fo earneH, fo :fl:rong a De fire after the Sodery of my Fel
low-Creatures, or fo derp a Regre~ at the \Var.t of it. 

There are fome fecret movi 1~g Springs in the Affdl:ions, 

whirh, when they are fer a going by fome Objec1 in 
View, or be it fomt 01--jtcl though not in View, yer; 

rendered prefent to the Mind by rhe Power of Imagina

tion, that Motion G.rries our the Sou, Dy its !mpetuofity 
to foch violent, eager Em bracings of the OLjtll:, that 
lhe Abfence of it is info pportabk 

Such were the(e earndl vVifhings, That but one Man 

:had been favec ! t) th(lt it htrd hren lut Om/ I believe I 
re_?eated the W ores, 0 tlat it had been but One _I a thou
fand Tjmes; and my Delires were fo moved by it, that 
when 1 [poke the \Vord•, niy Hands \vould clinch toge
ther, and my F;nger5 p~efa the Palms of my Hands, tha~ 

if 1 had had any foft thing in my H:rnd, it would ha,·e 

crufht:d it invobnrnri1y; and my Teeth jn my Head 
·woulcl ihike toge:ht·r, and fet againft one another fo 
Hrcng, that for kn:c] inie T cc.uld not part them again. 

Let the N-atur..1l·Jb c'l:pla;n thefe things, and the Reafon 

nnd Mannt.r of !Ihm: All I can fay of them, is, to d fcribc 
the Fact, which was ~.vcr f~rprifing to me when I found it; 
tho' I knew not frr,m wh?,t it fhould proceed; it was doubt
Ids the Eff, Ct of cl'ut:lt \Vifbes; r.!ld of fl:rong ldl'2S formed 
jn rry I\'Iind, renli:.~:,,g the Lomfort which rhr.: Converfati
on of one of my F-cllow- Chriftians would have been to me. 

But t was .r.ot to he; ei,her their Fate, or mine, or 
hath, fo1bad jt; for till tlie iaft Year of my being on this 
lflar.d, I nt;.e1 knew, whct~cr·!ny were faved 01tr of that 

S1.1p er no; and ha~ only thL: ilfflifiion fome Days after, 

,o fee the CorF :e of a drown'd Boy come on Shore, at 

r·hc Er.rf of the !fbnd, which was next the Shi pvneck: 
He h2d on no Clothe:;, bu~ a Seamar.'s \Vaiitcoat, a Pair 

of ocen-kneed Lintn Dr:-we'rs, and a blne ..:...inen Shirt; 

but ~othing to airet me fo much as to gue{s \'-hat~ ::iti
nn he\,,;~ of: 1h. hnd 11othing in his Pocket but t vn 

Pie~e, 0f Ei&h.t, Pd ri Tubacco pipe; the la!~ wi-s to ir1e 
,.,. V I h ~ . t' I d ,tn .dn,cs m~re . ;,.wr t ,a11 ~ •• i: tu c. f:;. 
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It was now calm, and I had a great Mind to venture 

oat in my Boat to this vVreck, not doubting but 1 might 

hnd fomething on board, that might be uieful to me; 

'but that did not altogether prefs me fo much, as the Poili

hility that there might be yet fome living Creature on 

board, whofc Life I might not only fave, but might, by 

faving that Life, comfort my own to the laft Degree : 

And this Thought clung fo to my Heart, that I could not· 

ht! quier, Night nor Day, buc I muft venture out in my 

};oat on board this Wreck; and committing the reft to 

t.,od's Providence, I thought the I mpreffion was fo flrong 

upon my Mind, that it could not be refiH:eJ, that it muu 

come from forne invifible Dircclion, and thac, I fhould 

be wanting to myfelf, if I did not go. 

Under the Power of this Impreffion, I haftened back 

to my Caftle, prepared every thing for my Voyage, took 

~ t~antity of Bread, a grea,t Pot for f1efh \Vater, a Com~ 

pnfs to fleer by, a Bortle of Rum (for I ha<l H:ill a great 

deal of that left) a 8?.F·r.i full of Raifins: And thus load .. 

ing myfrlf with every thin.g neceffary, I went down tc 

~ny Boat, got the \Vat"r om of her, and got her afloats> 

!oa<lPd all my Cargo in her, and then went home again 

for more: My fccond Cargo w1s a great B:ig foll of Rice-> . 

the U m_brella to fet up over my Head for Shade, another 

large Pot foll of frcfh \Vater, and about twn dozen of my 

fm::ill Lo:we5, or Bar1ev-Cakes, more than before, with 

·;. Bottle of Goat's Milk, and a Cheefe; all which, with • 

ere1 t Labour a nJ Sweat, I brought tom y Boat;. and pray

ing to God to direct my \Toyage, I put au~, and rowi:-1g 

or pa<ldl:n~ the Ca nae along the Shore, f came at lalt i:o · 

the utmoft Point of the Tfland, on that Side; .-.1i~. N. E. 

And now, .I was to I.lunch out into the Ocean; and ei~ 

ther to vC'ntme. or n1)t to\ enture; I looked on -che rapid 

Cu,reillS \', hich ran CQnn11it1y on both Sides of the lfhnd~ 

' at a Di:lancc, 1
and ,, hich were very terrible to me, from 

the Remembr.:ince of \he Hazard I had been in before? 

and my Heart beg::in co fail me; for l forefa,-.,, that if I 

was d,ivcn into c::hcr of thof.! Currents, I fhonld be 

carried a vafl: \Vay out to Sea, :md perhaps ont of my 

R>:ach, or Sight of the Hland again; :::nd that then, as 

my Boat w:1s but fmall. if any lit tie Gv.lc of \¥ind. 

<hould rife, I fhould b" ine\':t,1bly lo1t. 
i{. 6 1'hcfc 
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The[e Thoughts fo opprefs'd my Mind, that I began, 

to give over my Enterprife, and having haled my 
Boat into a little Creek on the Shore, I flerped out, 

and fat me down upon a little Spot of rifing Ground, 
very penfivc. and anxious, bn\veen Fear and Defire about 
my Voyage; when as I was mufing, J could perce1ve 
that the Tiae was turned, and the Flood came on, upon 
which my going was for fo me1ny Hours impracl:icable: 
Upon this it prefently occurred tJ me, that I fhould go 
up to the higheft Piece of Ground I could find, and 
obferve, if I could, how the Sets of the Tide or Cur
rents Jay, when the Flood came in, that I might juclge 
whether, if I was driven one Way out) I night not ex
pell to be driven another \,Vay home, with the fame Ra~ 
_pidnefs of the Currents: This Thougla was no foonrr 
in my Head, but I caft my Eye upon a little Hill whi,h 
fofficiently overlocked the Sea both Vlays, and from 
whence I had a clear View of the Currents, or Sets of the 
Tide, and which Way I \Vas to guide myfelf in my Re
turn : Here I found, that :.is lhc Current of the Ebb frt• 
out clo{e bv the South Point of the Ii1and, fo the Curren t 
of the Flood fet in Clofo bv the Shore of the North-fide i 
and that I had nothing to' do but to keep to the North oi 
,he Jfhmd in my Return, and I fhould do well enough. 

Encomag'd witn this _Orferv::nion, I refolved the ne:xt 
Morning to fet out wi th tr.I! fi:-H: of the Tide; ~nd re
pofing inyfrlf for that Night in the Canoe, under the 
great Watch -coat I rncntiori'd, I Jaunch'd out; J made 
:firft a little out to Sea fu11 North, till I began to feel the 
.Benefit of the Current, which fet Eaaward, and which 
carried m~ at a great R:1:e, and yet did not fo hurry 
me as the Southern Side Cmrent had done before, and 
fo as to take "from me all Government of the Boat; but 
having a i!rong Sterrage Y. :th my Paddle, I went, I /a)', 
at a great Rak, directly for the Wreck, and in le(s than 
two Hou rs J cun•t: up to it. 

lt wa:; a difinal Sig ht to look at: The Ship, which by 
its B..iild:ng was S,utu:if;, ftuck Lft, jambed in between 
two Rocks; all the Sern and ~arter of her was beaten 
to Pieces wir.h the Sea; and as her Forecaflle, whi\'. h 
JlrDck in t1:e Rocks, had run on with great Violence, 
!Ju !\fai.n-rnafi and .Fore- mail were brought by the Board~ 

~h;iI 
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that is to fay, broken !hort off, but her Bow-fprit wa:1 • 

found, and the Head and Bow appear'd firm : When I 

came cloft! to her, a Dog appear'd upon her, which, fee

ing me coming, yelp'd and cry'd, and as foon as I called 

him, jump'd into the Sea, to come to me; and I took, 

him into the Boat, but found him almofl: dead for Hun

gt rand Thirll: I gave him a Cake of my Bread, and he 

eat like a ravenous Wolf, that had been ftarving a Fort

night in the Snow : I then gave the poor Creature fame 

frefh Water, with which, if I woulJ have let him, he

would have burf.l: himfelf. 
After this I went on board ; the firil: Sight I met 

with, was mo :Men dro\\ n'd in the Cook-room, or

Forec .. frle of the Ship, with their Arms faft about one

another. I concluded, as is indeed probable, that when 

the Ship ftruck, it being in a Storm) the Sea broke fo· 

high, and fo continually over her, that the Men were

not able to bear it, and were ftrangled ,, ith the conftant 

rm11ing in of the Water, as much as if they bad been 

under \Vater: Befidcs the Dog, there was nothing lef1: 

in the Ship that had Life, nor any Goods that I could feer 

but what were fpoil'd by the w ·ater: There were fome · 

Cafk.s of Liq,uor, whether Wine or Brandy, I knew not, . 

~hich lay lower in the Eold, and which, the \Vater be

ing ebb'd out, I coLJld fee; but they were too big to 

.meddle with ~ I faw feveral Che11s, which I believ'd be

long'o to forne of the Seamen, and · I got two of them ·. 

in to the Boat, without examining what was in them. 

Had the S_tern of the Ship been fix'd, and the Fore

part broken o.ff, I am perfuaded I might have made a 

good Voyage; for by what I found in thefe two Chefh, 

I had room to fuppofe the Ship had a great deal of \Vealth 

on board ; and if I may guefs by th~ Courfc fhe fieer'd, 

'\c moil have been bound from the B mnos /J)'res, or the 

Rio de la Plata, in the South Part of America, beyond 

rhe 'Braji/1, to the Havannn., in the Gulph of }.f exicJ, and 

fo perhaps to Spain: She hacl, no Dou ht, a great Treafore 

:in her, tut of no U feat th at Time to any body; and wh a t 

became of the reil: of her People, I then knew not. 

I found, befides thefe Ch efls, a little Cafk full o f L i

<p.ior, of about twenty G allons, which I · got into my 
:Boat, with much Difficulty: There were fevcral Mufque_ts 

1n 
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i-n a Cabin, and a great Po·.vder-horn, with about fou.r 

Pounds of Powder in it; as for the Mu(,1ucts, 1 had no 

Occafion for them, fa 1 left. them, bt:t touk the Powder

horn: I took a Fire-!hovel and Tongs, which I wanted 

extremely ; as alfo two little Brafs Kettles, a Copper Pot 

to make Chocolat~, and a Grid1ron; and with this Cargo, 

and the Dog, I came away, the Tide beginning to make 

home again; and the 1ame Evening, abcut an Hou'!' with

in Night, 1 reach'd the HJ.and again, weary and fatigu'd 

to the Jail Dtgree. 
I repos'd that Night in thi! Boat, 3nd in the Morning 

J; refo!,·ed to harbour what I had gotten in my new Ca, e, 

not to carry i~ home to my Cafile: After ·rcfrd11ing my

felf, I got all my Cargo on Shore, anJ began to examine 

the Particulars: The Cafa of Liguor I fnunci 10 be a KinJ 

of Rum, but not fuch as we had at the Brajils; and in a 

\Verd, not at all good ; but when I tame to open the 

Chr11s, I found feveral things which I wanted: For Ex

.imple, I found in one a fine Cafe cf Bottles, of an extra

ordinary Kind, anrl .filled with Cordial \V ,Hers, fine, c1ncl 

very good; the Bottles held about three Pintti each, and 

were tipped with Silver; 1 fo!.lnd two Pots of very good 

, SJccades, or Sweetmeats, fo f::iHen'd :dfo on the Top, 

t-hat the Salt \Vater haJ not hurt them; ar,<l two more of 

the fo.me, which the \Vater had fro:l'd: i found fomc 

very good Shirts, which were very \\e!come to me, and 

, about a dozen and an half of white Linen Ilandkerchicfr, 

and colour'd Neckcloths; the former we1e alfo v?1y \'d
comc, being exceed;r.g rcfrdhing to wi?c n:y }.,:;c in an 

hot Dav; befides this. when I tame to thl! Till in the 

, Cheirs,' I fol!r.d there three grea B..i~s of Pieces of Eight .. 

which hel.::1 about eleven hundred Pieces in all ; and in 

one of them, wrapt up in a Paper, fix D0nbloons of 

Gc,!d, and fome fm:dl Br.rs or V..'cciges cf Gehl; 1 fop

pofe thry might a11 weigh near a Pound. 
The other Chell I found had fome C!othe5 in it, but 

of little Value; but by the Ci:( umfianc~5 it muil have 

be1ong'd to the Gunrer's 1'0, te, though t!,ere was no 

P~\\'Uer in it, but J.bom t,,. J Pounds of gla,·.'d Powder, 

jn the three flafks, kcp♦ l fuppofe, for charging their 

Fo'Jvling-piec-es on O cc::ifion: l:pcn the w rnle, I got 

very litll1: by this Voyu~e, th,1t was cf muc Ufe to me; 
f..,r, 

l 
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for, as to the Money, I had no l'lanner of Occafion for 

jr; 'twas to me as the Dirt unJer my Feet; and I would 

have given it all for three or fom Pair of Engl'.fh Shoes 

and Stockings, which were things l greatly wanted, but 

had not had on mv Feet now for many Years: I had, 
:indeed, gotten two ·Pair of S·hoes now,, which I took off· 

of the Feet of the two drown'd Men, whom 1 faw in the 

· \V reek ; and I found two Pair more in one of the CheHs, 

\\ hich \\ere very welcome to me ; but they were not like 
our E11glifh Shoes, either for Eafe or Service, being rather 

wh:1t ,. e call Pumps than Shoes: f found in this Seaman's 

Cheit about fifcy Pieces of Eight in Royals, buc no Gold; 
1 C11ppofe this belong'd to a poorer Man than the other, 

\\hic.h feem'd to hdong to fame Officer. 
\Vc11, however, l lugged this Money home to my 

CJ\ e, and laid i: np, as I had done that before, '"hich 
! brought from our own Ship; but it was great Pity, as· 

1 foiJ, that the other Part of the Ship had not come to 

mr Share, for l ;;m fatisfi~d I night have loaded my 
Cance fcveral Times o\'er with Money, which, if I had 

ever efrap'J to Engl:u.d, would ha\e lain here fafe enough 

till 1 might have come again and fetch'd it. 
Having now brought all my things on Shore, and fe

'\'.t:r 'd them, I w~nt hack to my BC'at, and rov,•'d or pad

d led her along th::: Shore to h~r old Harbour, \vhere I laid 

her up, and made the bdl of my \-Vay to my old Habi

~ation, '":here l found every thing fafe and quiet; fo [ 
began to repofc myfelf, live after my old Fafhion, and 

t.ake care of my Family Aff:111s; and for a \\hile I lived 

eaty enough; only that I \'\'as more vigilant than I us'd 

to be, look'd out oftener, and did not go abroad fo 
much; and if at nny time I did Hi, with any Freedom~ 

it was always to the Eaft Part of the Ifland, where I was 

}1r eny well fatisficd the Savages ne,•e, G:me, and where 

l could go witho,1t fo many P1cc;rntiom, and fuch a Load· 

o t .-\rms and Amrm:nition,. as l always carry'd with me, 

if 1 went the othtcr \Vay. 
I liv'd in this Ccndi~ion near two Years more; lSut 

my unlucky Head, that .,,,;as always to let me know it 
\\ 3S born to make my Body mi[erabie, was :ill thofe two 

· ears fill 'cl with Projects and Defigns, ho\.',', if it were 

pdlible> l miciht get awJy from thi.$ Hland; for fome
times 

... 
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t1mes I was for making another Voyage to the vVreck, tho' 
my Reafon told me, that there was nothing left there worth 
the Hazard of my Voyage: Sometimes for a Ramble one 
'\Vay,fometimesanother; arid Ibelieveverily, if I had had 
the Boat that I went from Sallee in, I fhould have ventur'd 
to Sea, bound any-where, I knew not whither. 

I have been, in a11 my Circumfiances, a lV.lemento 
to thofe who are touch'd with that general Plague of 
Mankind, whence, for aught I know, one half of their 
Mifer·es flow;. I mean, that of not being fatisfy'd with 
the St2tion wherein God and Nature hath plac'd them; 
for, not to look back upon my primitive-Condition, and 
the excellent Advice of my Father, the Oppofition to 
which was, tu I may call it, my Original Sin, my fubfe
quent Miflakes of the fame Kind have been the Means 
of my cc-ming into this miferable Condition; for had that 
Providence, which fo happily had featcd me at the Bra
ji!J, as a Planter, blefs'd me with con~n'd Defires, and 
could I have been contented to have gone on gradually, 
J. might have been by this Time, I mean in the Cf'ime of 
my lmng on this ljland, one of the moft confiderable 
Planters in the Brajils; nay, I am perfuaded, that by 
the Improvements I had made in that little Time l liv'd 
there, and the Increafe I !hould probably have made, if 
I had flay'd, I might have been worth an hundred thou. 
fand A1oidores; and what Bufinefs had I to leave a fettled 
Fortune, well-fiock'd I'Iant;ition, improving and increa
.fing, to turn S11percargo to G11inea, to fetch Negroes, when 
Patience and Time would have fo increas'd our Stock 
at Home, that we could have bought them at our own 
Doors, from thofe whofe Bufinefs it was to fetch them? 
And though it had coft us fomething more, yet the Dif
ference of that Price was by no M~an5 worth faving at 
fo great a Hazard, 

But as this is ordinarily the Fate of young Heads, fo Re
£eaion upon the Folly of it, is as ordinarily the Exercife 
of more Years, or of the dear-bought Experience of Ti me; 
and fo it was \vith me now; and yet fo deep had the Mif
take taken Root in my Temper, th1t I could not fatisfy 
myfelf in my Station, but was continually poring upon 
the Means and Pofiibility of my Efrape from this Place; 
and that 1 may, with the greater Pkafure to tht: Reader, 
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bring on the remaining Part of my Story, it may not be 

improper to give fame Account of my firft Conceptions on 

tbe SubjeB: of this foolifu Scheme for- my Efcape; and 

how, and upon what Foundation, I aB:ed. 

I am now tu be fuppos'd to he retir,-d into my Caftie7-

after my late Voyage to the Vvreck, my Frigate laid up,. 

and fecur'd under Water as ufual; and my Condition re

fior'd to what it was before: I had more Wealth, indeed, 

than I had before, but was not at all the richer; for I had 

no more Ufe for it, than. the Indians of Pern had before

the Spaniards came thither. 
It was one of the Nights, in the rajny Seafon in 

l.farch, the four and twentieth Year of my firft fetting 

Foot in this lfland of Solitarinefs, I was lying in my Bed, 

or Hammock, awake, very well in Health, had no Pain,-. 

110 Diilemper, no U neafinefs of Body, no, nor any lJnea

finefs of Mind more than ordinar>7, but could by no Mean:i 

clofe my Eyes ; that is, fo as to fieep ; no,. not a Wink-

, :tll Night long, otherwife than as follows: 

It is as impoffible as needlef:S, to fet down the innu

nu·rable Croud of Thoughts that whirl'd through that

great Thoroughfare of the Brain, the Memory, in thifl-. 

Night's Time: I ran over the whole Hifiory of my 

Life in Miniature, or by Abridgement, as I may call it,-. 

to my coming to this lfiand ; and alfo of that Part of · 

sny Life fince I came to this Hland ; in my Refled;ions 

upon the State of my Cafe, fince I came on Shore on 

this lfiand; I was comparing the happy Pofture of my 

Affairs, in the firft Years of my Habitation here, to• 

that Courfe of Anxiety, Fear and Care, which I had 

li~·'d in e\·er fince I had feen the Print of a Foot in the

Sand ; not that l did not believe the Savages had fre

quented the Hland even all the while, and might have 

bcc:n feveral Hundreds of them at times on Shore there;: 

hut as I had never known it, and was incapable of any 

A pprehenfions about it, my SatisfaB:ion was perfecl-, 

though my Danger was the fame; and I was as happy in 

not knowing my Danger, as if I had never really been ex

po5'd to it; this furnifh'd my Thoughts with many very 

profitable RefleB:ions, and particularly this one, How in

finitely good that Provic.lence is, which has fettled in 

• t~ Government of M.ank.ind fuch narrow Bounds to hi2 
Sigh· 
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Sight and Knowledge of things; and tho' he walks in the 

~id~ of fo many thoufand Dangers, the Sight of which, 

1f d1fcover'd to him, would di[hatl his lVlind, an<l fink. 

his Spirits, he is kept ferene and calm, bv havino- the 

· Events of things hid from his Eyes, and. knowing no

thing of the Dangers which furround him. 
After thefe Thoughts had for fome Time entertained 

me, I came to refl;ct ferioufly upon the real Dan.ger I 

had been in for fo many Years in this very Ifland ; and 

how 1 had walk'd about in the greatefl: ~ecurity, and with 

all poffible Tranquillity, e,·en when per haps nothing bu~ 

a Drow of an Hill, a great Tree, or the ca foal A pp roach· 

of Night, had been between me and the worfi Kind of· 

Deihuclion; viz. that cf falling into the Hands of Ca

nibals and Savages, who wouli have fe1z'd on me with 

the fame View, as I did on a Goat or a Turtle, and have· 

thought it no more a Crime to kill and devoi;r me, than 

- I did of a Pigeon or a Curlieu; I fhould unjuly fla-nder 

myfelf, if I ·fhould fay I was uot fincerely thankful co my 

great Preferver, to whofe fingn1ar Proteftion I acknow

ledged, with great Humility, that all thefe unknown De-• 

liverances were due, and without which I fhould inevita• 

bly have fallen into their mercilcfs Hands. 
When thefe Thoughts were over, my Head was for 

fome Time taken up in confidering the Nature of thefo 

wretched Creatures, I mean, the Savages ; and how, it 
came to pafs in the World, that the wife Governor of all 

things fhould give up any of his Creatures to foch Inhu

manity, nay, to fomething fo much below even Brutality 

itfelf, as t devour its own Kind: But ;:,s this ended in 

fome (at that Time fruitlefs) Specul;;tions, it occurr'd to 

me to inq_uire what Part of the \Yorld thcfe \Vretches li\''d 

in ; how far off the Coail \Vas from whence they ca:1-:~ ; 

' \~:hat they ventur'd fo far fiom Home for; what kind of 

Boats they had; and why I might net order myfelf, and 

· my Bufincfs fo, th,..t l might be a3 able to go O\er thither, 

as they were to com~ ::o me. 
I ne\·er fo much c: ~ trcubied myfelf to confider, what I 

fhould do with myfelf \\ hen f came thither; \\ hat lhould 

become of me, if l fr]! into the Hands of the S:ivages; or 

how I fl,ould efrapc from them, if they attempted me; no, 

~or fo I!);.?Ch as how it was pciliLl-e fer me to recch the 
Coan~ 

L ' 

\. 

' 1 
' t 

L. ., 



(Jr 

,, 
'" 

' . 

ROBINSON C RUSO E. 187 

Cmi.fi, and not be attempted by fame or other of them, 
without any Poffibilityof ddive1 ing m1 felf; and if I ihould 
not fall int0 their Hands, what I {hould do for Provifion, 01! 

whither I fhou1d bend my Courfe; none of thefe Thoughts, 
1 fay, fo much as came in my Vif ay; but my Mind was 
wholly bent upon the Notion of my paffi-ng over in my 
Boat to the main Land·: I look'd back upon my prefent 
Condition, as the mofl: miferabk that could poffibly be; 
tnat I was not able to throw myfelf into any thing but 
Death th2t could be ca!l'd worfe; that if I reach'd the 

Shore of the Main, I might, perhap-s, meet with Relief;: 
er I might coa!1 alung, as I did on the Shore of Africa., 
till I came to forie inhabited Country, and where I 
might find fome Relief; and after all, perhaps, I might 
fall in with fome Chrifl:ian Ship that might take me in; 
and if the worfr car1e to the worfl:, I could but die, which 
would put an End to all thefe Miferies at once. Pray!). 
Nc,:e, All this was the Fruit of a difiurbed Mi.od, an im
patient Temper, made, as it were, defperate by the long 

'Continuance of my Troybles, and the Difappointments I 
had met in the Wreck l had been on board of, and where 

I had been fo near the obtaining of what I fo earneftly 
longed for, viz. fome~body to fpeak to, and to learn 
fame Knowledge from, of the Place where I was, and of· 
the probable Means of my .Deliverance: I fay, I was 

. agitated wholly by thefe Thoughts. All my Calm of 
Mind in my Refignation to Providence, and waiting the 
lffue of the Difpofhons of Heaven, feem'd to be fufpend
ed; and I had, as it were, no Power ~o turn my Thoughta, 
to any thing, but the Project of a Voyage to the Main,. 
\\hich came upon f;le with fuch Force, and fuch an lm
petuoficy of Defire, that it was n0t to be refilled. 

When this had agitated my Thoughts for two Hours
or more, with foch Violence, that it frt my very Blood: 
into a Ferment, and rny Pulfe beat as high as if I had 
been in a Fever, merely with the extraordinary Fer-
vour of my .Mind about it : Nature, as if I had been 
fatigued and exhauiled with the very Thought of it, 
th rcw me into a found Sleep: One would have thought 
I ihould have dream'd of Jt; but I did not, nor of an1 
!hiog relating to it; but l dream'd, that as I was going 
0 1; t i.n the- ;\:loni i11g, as ufu~l, from my Caflle, I faw 

upoc. 
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npon the Shore two Canoes, and eleven Savaoes coming to 
Land, and that they brought with them anither Savage, 
whom they were going to kill, in order to eat him; when 
on a fudden ,. the Savage that they were going to kill j urn ped 
away, and ran for his Life; then I thought in my Sleep, 
that he came running into my little thick Grove, before 
my Fortification, to hide hirnfelf; and that I feeing him 
alone, and not perceiving that the others fought him that 
Way, ihew'd myfelf to him, and fmiling uporr him, encou
raged him: That he kneel.'d down to me, feeming to 

pray me to affifi: him; upon which I ihew'd my Ladder,. 
made him go up it, and carried him into my Cave, and 
he became my Servant; an<l that as foon as I had gotten 
this Man, I faid to myfelf, Now I may certainly venture 
to the main Land; for this Fell0w will ferve me as a, 
Pilot, and will tell me what to do, and whither to go for 
P rovifions, and whither not to go for fear of being devoured, 
what Places to venture into, and what to efcape. I wake<l 
with this Thought, and was under fuch inexpreffible Im
preffions of Joy at the Prof pea of my Efcape in my Dream:, 
that the Difappointments which l felt upon coming to 

myfelf, and finding it was no more than a D1eam, were 
equally extravagant the other Way, and threw me into a 
very great Dejection of Spirit. 

U pan this, however, I made this Conclufion, That 
my only way to go about an Attempt for an Ecape, was, 
if poffible, to get a Savage in my Poffeffion ; and, if 
poffible, it fbould be one of their Prlfoners whom they, 
had condemned to be eaten, and fuould bring hither to 
kill ; but thefe Thoughts frill were attended with this 
!Difficulty, that it was impoffible to effecl this, without 
attacking a whole Caravan of them, and killing them all; 
and this was not only a very defperate Attempt, and 
might mifcarry; but, on the other hand, I had greatly 
fcrupled the Lawfulnefs of it to me, and my Heart trem-

. bled at the Thoughts of {bedding fo muc-h Blood, tho'· 
it was for my Deliverance: I need not' repeat the Argu• 
ments which occur'd to me againfl: this, they being the 
fame mentioned before: But though I had other Reafons 
to offer now; "'.1iz. that thofe l\1en were Enemies to my 
Ji,ife, and would devour me, if they could; that it was 
Sclf-prefcnation in the highefi Degree, to deliver myf~lf 

from. 

,I ' 

T.. 
Co 



tD 
·t 
a 

ROBIN SON CR ·USOE. 1~c, 

from this Death of a Life, and was acling in my own 

Defence, as much a-s if they were aclually a!faulting me, 

and the like; I fay, though thefe things argued for ir~ 

yet the Thoughts of {bedding human Blood for my De

liverance were very terrible to me, and fuch as I could 

by no Means reconcile myfelf to a great while. 

However, at lafr, after many fecret Difpntes with myfelfv 

and after great Perplexities about it (for all thefe Argu

ments, one way and another, ftruggled in my Head a long 

Time) the eager prevailing De fire of Deliverance at length. 

.rnaftered all the reft, and 1 refolved, if poffible, to get one 

of thefe Savages into my Hands, {'Oft what it would: My 

ne:<t thing then was to contrive how to do it; and this indeed 

was very difficult to refolve on: But as I could pitch upon 

r.o probable Means for it, fo I refolved to put myfelf upon 

the Watch., to fee them when they came on Shore, ancl 

leave the ,rel.1: to the Event, taking f.uch Meafores as the 

Opportunity fhould prefent, let it be what it would. 

With thefe Refolutions in my Thoughts, I fet myfelf 

UiJOn the Scout, as often as poilible, and indeed fo often., 

till I was heartily tired of it; for it was above a Year 

and an ha1f that I waited, and for a great Part of that 

Time went out to the \Ve!l End, and to the South-weft 

Corner of the !!land., almoft every Day to fee the Canoes, 

but none appeared: This was very difcouraging, and be

gan to trouble me much; tho' I can't fay that it did in 

this Cafe as it had done fame Time before that; ~ix. 

wear off the Edge of my Defire to the thing; but the 

longer it feern'd to be delay'd, the more eager I was for 

it: In a \Vord, l was not at firfi more careful to !hun the 

Sight of thefe Savages, and avoid being feen by them, 

than I was now eager to be 1.lpon them. 

Eefides, I fancied myfelf able to manage one, nay, two 

or three Savages, if I had them, fo as to make them en

tire!} Slaves to me, to do whatever I fhould direa them, 

and to prevent their being able, at any Time, to do me 

any Hurt: It ,vas a great while that I p1eafed rnyfelf 

with this Affair, but nothing fl:ill prefcnted ; all my 

Fancies and Schemes came to nothing, for no .Savages 

came near me for a great while. 
About a Year and an half after I r.a-:l entertain'd thefe 

Notions, and, by long mufing, had, as it were, refolved 
them 
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them all into nothing, for want of an Occafion to .m .. 't 
them in Execution, 1 was furprifed one Morning ea;lv, 
with feeing no lefs than five Cmwes all on Shore together., 
on my Side the Hland, and the People who belonaed to 
them all .landed, and out of my Sight: The N umbber of 
them broke all .my Meafures; for feeing fo many, and 
knowing that they always came four, or fix, or fome
times more, in a Boat, 1 could not tell what to think of 
it, or how to take my Meafures to attack twenty or thirty 
M~n fingle-handed; fo I lay fiill in my Caflle, perplexed, 
.ar,d difc.omforted ; however, I .put myfelf into dl the 

fame Pofiures for an Attack, that I had formerly provided, 
and was jufi rea..iy for A Elion, if any thing had prefentcd; 
Having waited a good while, lifiening to hear if they 
made any Noife, at length bling very impatient, I {.et mv 

.Guns at the Foot of my Ladder, and clambered up to th·e 
Top of the Hill by my two Stages, as ufual; fianding fo 
howe\ er, that my Head did not appear above the Hill; fo 
that thq1 could not perceive me by any Means : Here I 
obferved, bj the Help of my Per{pe8:ive-glafs, that they 
we.:-c no leE than thirty in Number, that they had a Fire 
k i r dkd, 2nd that they had had Meat drefa'd; how they 
,cook 'd it, that I k110,v not, or what it was; but they 
,vcre all dancing, in 1 know not how many b1ubarous 
GeHures and Figures, their O\\ll \Vay, round the Fire. 

\Vhen l was thus lookir.g on them, 1 perceiv'J by my 
Perfpellive two miferable \Vretches dragg'd from the 
Boars, where, it fcems, they were laid by, anci were now 
brought 0ut for the Slaughter: 1 perceiv'd one of them 
immeoiately fall, being knock'd down, I foppofe, with 
a Club or wcoden Sword, for that W3S their W .. y; and 
two or three others were at work immediately, cutting 
him open for their Cookery; while the other Victim was 
left fl:anding by him(elf, till they fhould be ready for him: 
ln that \'ery Moment this poor \Vretch feeing himfelf a 

-... Jittle at Liberty, Na cure in fpired him with Hopes of Life, 
anJ he il:arted away from theril, and ran with incredible 
S\1,if:nefs along the Sand~, direftiy towards me, I mean, 
towards that Part of the Co;ifl: where my Habitation was. 

I was dreadfully frighted (that I muft acknowledge) 
when I pe1ceived him to run my \Vay; and efpecially 

when, as 1 thcught, I faw him purfued by the \\ hole 
1 Body; 
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'Body; and now I expeaed that ~art of_ my Dream was 

coming to pafs, and that he woulct certainly take Shelter 

in my Grove; but I could not depend, by any_ Means, 

Gpon my Dream for the re~ of it! ruiz.. that the ot~er 

Savages would not purfue htm thither, and find him 

there: However, I kept my Station., and my Spirits be

gan to recove;-, when l found that there were not above 

three Men that followed him ; and frill more was I en

couraged, when I found that he oudl:ript them exceed 4 

ingly in running, and gained ground of them, fo that if 

he could but hold it for half an Hour, I faw eafily he 

would fairl) get away from them all. 
There was between them and my Caftle the Creek, 

which I mcntion'd often at the fi il Part of my Story, 

wh~n I landed my Cargoes out of the Ship ; and chis! 

knew, he muCc necdfa ily f\ im over, or the poor Wretch 

would be taken there: But when the Savage efcaping 

came thither, he made nothrng of lt, tho' the Tide was 

then up; but plunging in, fwam thro' in about thirty 

Strokes, or thereabouts, landed, and ran O!l with exceed

ing Strength .and Swiftnefs.; when the three Purfuers came 

to the Creek, I found that two of them coald fwir.11, but 

the third could not, and that he ftanding on the other Side, 

look'd at the other, but went no farther; and foon after 

went foftly back again, which, as it happened, was very 

well for him in the main. 
I obferved that the two who fwam, were yet more 

than twice as long fwimming over the Creek, than the 

Fellow was that fled from them: It came now very 

warmly upon my Thoughts, and indeed irrefiHibly, that 

now was my Time to get me a Servant, and perhaps a 

Companion, or Affifrant, and that I was called plainly 

by Providence to fave this poor Creature's Life: I im-

mtdiately got down the Ladders with all poffible Expe

dition, fetch'd my two Guns, for they were both at the 

Foot of the Ladder, as I obferved above; and get

ting up again wich the fame H afte to the Top of the 

Hill, 1 croiled towards the Sea; and, havini a very fhort 

Cut. and all down-hill, clapp'd myfelf in the\Vay between 

the Purfuers ind the Purfued, hoHooing alo1.:1d to him 

that fled, who, looking back, was at firft perhaps as 

much f1 ighted at me as at them; but I beckoned with 
my 
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my Hand to him to come back, and in the mean Timr, ! 
.!lowly advanced towards the two that followed; then rufn

ing at once upon the foremofi, l knocked him down with 
the Stock of my Piece; I was loth to fire, becaufe I would 
not have the reft hear; tho' at that Diftance it would not 

·have been eafily heard; and being out of Sight of the 
Smoke too, they would not have eafily known what to 

•make of it. Having knock'd this Fellow down, the other 
who purfu'd him ftopp'd, as jf he had been frighten'd, and 
f advanced apace towards him; but as I came nearer, I 
perceiv'd pref..:ntly he had a Bow and Arrow, and was fit
ting it to !hoot at me; fo J was then neceffitated to fhoot 
at him firft; which I did, and killed him at the firft Shot. 
The poor Savage who fled, but had fiopp'd, tho' he faw 
both his Enemies fallen., and killed (as he thought) yet 

was fo frighted with the Fire and Noife of my Piece, that 
be {l:ood ftock-fiill, and neither come forward, nor went 
backward, tho' he feemed rather inclin'd to fly ftill, than 
to come on. 1 hollooed again to him, and made S:gns tG 

come forward, which he eafily underilood, and c.ime a lit
tle Way, then ftopp'd again, and then a little farther, and 
fiopp'd again, and I could then perceive that he fl:ood 
trembling, as if he had been taken Prifoner, and had jufi: 
·been to be kill'd, as his two Enemies were. I beckon·~ 

him again to come to me, and gave him all the Signs of 
Encouragement, that I could think of; and he came nearer 
and nearer, kneeling down every ten or twelve Steps, in 
Token of Acknowledgment for faving his Life. I fmil'd 
at him, and Iook'd pleafantly, and beckon'd to him to 
come frill nearer. At length he came clofe to me, and 
then he kneel'd down again, kifs'd the Ground, and laid 

. his Head upon the Ground, and taking me by the Foor, 
fet my Foot upon his Head: This, it feems, was in To

ken of (wearing to be my Slave for ever. I took him 
up, and made much of him, and encouraged him all I 
could. But there was more \Vork to do yet; for I per

ceiv'd the Savao-e, whom I knock'd down, was not kill'd, 
but il:unn'd \\ith the Blow, and began to come to himfelf: 
Sol pointed to him, and 1'hewed him the Savage, that 

· he was not dead, upon this he fpoke fome Words to 
me; and tho' I could not underfi:and them, yet 1 thought 

they were pleafant to hear, for they were the firft Soun~ 
of 

c.·• 
,. 

'' 

H 



R O B I N S O N C R U S O E. 19 3 
of a Man\ Voice that I bad hearcl,1.~y own excepted,fw above 
five and twenty Years: But there was noTime forfuch Re
flections now; the Sa\'age, who was knock'd down, reco
ver'd himfclffofar,as to fit up upon the Ground; and I per
ceiv'd that my Savage began to be afraid ; but when I faw 
that, I prefented my other Piece at the Man, as if [ would 
fhoot him ; upon this my Savage, for fa I call him now, 
made a Motion to me to lend him my Sword, which hung 
naked in a Belt by my Side; fo I did : He no fooner had 
it, but he runs to his Enemy, and at one Blow cue off his 
Head as cleverly, no Excutioner in Germany could have 
done it fooner or better; which I thought it very firange for 
one, who, I had Reafon to believe, never faw a Sword in 
his Life before, except their own woodenSwords; however, 
it feems, as I learn'd afterwards, they make their wooden 
Swords fo fharp, fo heavy, and the Wood is fo hard, that 
they will cut off Heads even wirh them, ay, anti Arms, 
and that at one Blow too. \Vhen he had done this, be 
comes laughing to me in Sign of Triumph, and brought 
me the Sword again, and with Abundance of Geftures. 
which I did not un<ledl:and, laid it down with the Head 
of the Savage that he had killed~ jull before me. 

But that which aftonifh'd him moil was, to kno"v how 
I had kill'd the other Indian fo faro ff; fo pointing t0 him, 
he made Signs to me to let him go to him : So 1 bade him 
go, as well as I could ; when he came to him, he Hood 
like one amaz'<l, looking at him; turn'd him fir!l on one 
Side, then on t'other; look'd at the \Xlou,1d the BnlJet hacl 
made, which it feems wasjull: in his Breait, whert:it had 
made an Hole, and no great ~antity of Blood h:.d fol 
lowed, but he had bl'!d inwardly, for he W35 quite dead : 
Then he took up hi, Bow and Arrow~, and came back; fo 
I turn'd to go away, and beckon'd to him to folfow me, 
making Signs to him, that more might come after them. 

_Upon this he fign'~ to me, that he fhould bury tbem 
wnn Sand, that they might not be feen by the reit, if 
they follow'd; and fo I made Signs again to him to do 
fo ; he foll to \\'Oik, and in an lofbnt he had fcrap\i l>. 
H e. le in the Sand with his Hands, bio enough to hu rv 

b '-' 

the fail: in, and then dragg'd him into :c, aod cover'd 
him, ,md did lo alfo by the other ; I believe he hr,d ho
rit',i them both in a~arter of ac Hour, ~h t !\ c ,, lli n 
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bim away, I carry'c· him not to my Cafl:le, but quite 

a,vay to my Cave, on the farther Part of the I.fland ; fo 

1 did notlet my Dream come to pafs in that Part; <Vix. 

that he came inro my Grove for Shelter. 
Here I gave him Bread, and a Bunch of Raifins to eat, 

and a Draught of ·water, which I found he was indeed in 

great Difirefs for, by his running; and having refrefu'd 

him, I made Signs for him to go lie down and fleep, point

ing to a Place where I had laid a great Parcel of Rice 

Straw, and a Blanket upon it, v. hich J ufed to fleep upon 

myfelf fometimes; fo the poor Creature lay down, and 

went to fleep. 
He was a comely handfome Fellow, perfeetly well made, 

with firaight longLimbs,nottco large,tall,andwell-!hap'd, 

.and, as I reckon, about twenty-fix Years of Age. He had 

.a very good Countenance. not a fierce and furly AfpeB:, but 

feern 'd to have fomething very manly in his Face, and yet 

he had all the Sweetnefs and Sofrnefs ofan European in his 

Countenance too, efpecially when he f mil'd: His Hair 

was Jeng :ind black, not curl'd like Wool; his Forehead 

very high, and large, and a great Vivacity and fparkling 

quite bl:Jck, but very tawny, and yet not ofan ugly yellow 

~harpncfs in his Eyes. The Colour of his Skin '.\as not 

naufeou~ Ta\vny, as the Brafiliam, and rirginians, and 

other ~ativ.-:s of America are, but of a bright kind of a dun 

Olive Colour, that had in it fomething very agreeable, tho' 

not very c-'y to defcribe. His Face was round and plump, 

his No(e (mall, not fbt like the kegron, a very good 

~fouth, thin Lips, and his Teeth fine, well-fet, and white 

~:;Ivory: After he had flumhcr'd, rather than flept, about 

half an Hour, he wc1k'd agciin, and comes Oilt of the Cave 

to me, f0r I had been milking rn _, Gc,ats which I had in 

the foclofore J ult hy : When he tfp}'d me, he came run-

11ing to me, laying himfelf dO\\D again upon the Ground, 

,vith ;:ill the poflible Signs of an humble thankful Difpofi

tion, making many an tick Gcftures to ihev.1 it. At ]~it he 

·
1
avs his Head flat upon the Ground, clofe tom y Foot, and 

Jets my other Foot upon his Head, as he had done before; 

'1.nd ;,Jter thi£, made all the Signs ro me o t Subjeftion, Ser

·vitude, ;.11H, tiubmiHion imaginable, to !er me know how 

nrnch he would ferve me as long as he 1 i\ 'cl: I underJlood 

bim in many things, and let him know l was very well 
pleas'd 
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pleas'd with him; in a little Time I began to fpeak to him, 

and teach him to fpeak to me; and firfl:, l made him 

know his Name fhould be Frida;•, which was the Day I 

fav'd his Life; and 1 call'd him fo for the Memory ofthe 

Time; I likewife taught him to fay Majler, and then let 

him know that was to be my Name; I like wife taught him 

to fay Yes and No, and to know the Meaning of them; I 

gave him fame Milk in an earthen Pot, and let him fee me 

drink it before him, and fop my Bread in it; and I gave 

him a Cake of Bread to do the like, which he quickly co.n

ply'd with, and made Signs that it was very good for him. 

1 kept there with him all that Night, but as foon as it 
was Day, I beckon'd him to come with me, and let him 

know I wculd give him fome Clothes, at which he feem'd 

very glad, for he was flark- naked : As we went by the 

Place where he had bury'd the two Men, he pointed ex

aetly to the Spot, and fhe,;.ed J'e the Marks that he had 

made to find them again, making Sjgns to me that we 

fhou Id cl ig them up ag.i.in, and eat them ; at this I ap

peared very angry, exprefs'd my Abhorrence of it, made 

as if I would vomit at the Thoughts of it, and beckon'd 

tith my Hand to him to come away, which he did im

mediately, with great Submiffion : I then led him up to 

the Top of the Hill, to fee if his Enemies were gone, and 

pulling out my Glafs, T look'd, and faw plainly the Place 

where they had been, but no Appearance of the·'1, or of 

their Ca1Joes; fo that it was plain that they ware gone. 

and had left their two Comrades behind them, ,vichout 
any Search after them. 

But I was not content with this Difcovery, but hav

ing now more Courage, and confequently more Curio-

1icy, I took my Man Friday with me, giving him the 

Sword in his Hand, with the Bow and Arrows at his 

Back, which I found he could ufe very dexteroufly, mak

in~ him carry one Gun for me, and I two for myfelf, 
and away we marched to the Place where the[e Creatures 

had been ; for { had a Mind now to get fome fuller 

Intelligence of them: ¥/hen I came to the Place, mv 

\'ery Blood ran chill in my Veins, and my Heart funk 
within me at the .Horror of the Spectacle : fndeed it was 

a dreadful Sight. at leafl: it was lo to me, thongh Fridu_v 
made nothing of it: The Place \\as cvve:'d with ht1- · 

I 2 ffi~H 
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man BoneF, the Ground dy'd \\ith the Blood, great Pieces 
of Flefh left h_ere and there half-eaten, mangled, and 
fcorch'd; and rn fhort, all the Tokens of the triumphant 
Feail they had been making there,after a Vitloryover their 
Enemies: 1 faw three Skulls, five Hands, and the Bones 
of three or four Legs and Feet, and Abundance of other 
Parts of the Bodies; and Friday, by his Signs, made me 
underiland, that they brought over four Prifoners to feail 
upon; that three of them were eaten up, and that he, point
ing to himfelf, was the fourth; that there had been a great 
Battle between them and their next King, whofe Subjects, 
it feems, he had been one of; and that they had taken a 
great Number of Prifoners, all which were carried to fe
,,eral Places by thofo that had taken them in the Flight, 
in order to fe::iil upon them, as was done here by thefe 
Wretches upon thofe they brought hither. 

Icaufcd F;·iday to gatb~r all the Skulls, Bones,Flefh, and 
whatever rcmain'd, and lay them together on an Heap, 
and make a great Fire upon it, and burn them all to 
Afhe!>: I found Fnda_i• h.i d Hill 2n hanke,jng Stomach 
:after fome of the Flelh, and was fiill a Canibal in his Na
ture; but I difcovcreJ fo much Abhorrence at the very 
Thcuohts of it, and at the Jeafl Appearance of it, that he 
d uril ~ot difrnver it; for I had, by fame Means, let him 
know, that 1 would kill him if he offered it. 

,\lhen we had done chis, we came back to our Cafl:le, 
and there I fel.t0workformy Man Friday; and firfiofall, 
I ga ve him a Paird Linen Drawers, which J had out of the 
poor-Gunner's Che~ I m~ntion_'d, and wh~ch I found .in 
the Wreck; and which wah a l1ttlc Alrerat10n, fitted him 
very well; then I madl him a Jerkin of Goat's !kin, as well ,t~ rny ::ikill w---uld allow, and l was now grown a tolera
ble good Tav lor; and I gan: him a Cap, which 1 had 
n1ade of an Hare-fk.in, very convenient, and fafhion:ible 
enough: And thus he was drefs'd, for the prelent, tolera
bly well, ana mighty well was he plea:,'d to kc himfclf 
almofl as well cloth'd as his Mall.er: It i:, true, he went 
aukwardly i.n theft.: things at fir(~ wearing- the Drawers 
was very aukwad to him, and the Sleeves of the \Vaillcoat 
£:ill'd hisShoulders, and the Jnfide ot hjs Arm~; but a little 
.eafi nrr •hen, wt-ten he rnmplain'd they hurt him and ufing 
Jiimi"df co ::;.:::,, at ler,gtn he t0ok to them very well. 

The 

" .. 



,. 

R O B IN S O N C R U S O E. 197 
The next Day after I came home to my Hatch with 

him, I began to confider where I fhould lodge him; and 
that I might do weil for him, and yet be perfectly eafy 
myfelf, l made a little Tent for him in the vacant Place 
hetween my twoFortificatior.s, in the In fide of the laft, ancl 
in the Outfide of the fira: And as there was a Door or En
trance there into my Cave, f made a formal fram'd Door
cafe, and a Door to it of Boards, and fet it up in the Paf
fage, a little wichin the Entrance; and caufing the Door 
to open on the InGde, ·I barr'd it up in the Night, taking 
in my Ladders too; fo that Friday could no Way come at 
me in the Infideof my innermofi: Wall, without making 
fo much Noife in getting over, that it mull: needs awaken 
me; for my fir ft \Vall had now a complete Roof over it 
of long Poles, covering all my Tent, and leaning up to the 
Side of the Hill, which was again laid crofs with {mall 
Sricks ioftead of Laths, and then thatch'd over a great 
Thicknefs with the Rice-firaw, whichwas1rong li kc Rec -els; 
and at the Hole or Place which was left to go in or out 
by the Ladder, I had plac'd a kind of Trap•door, which 
if it had been attempted on the Outfide, would not ha\·e 
open'd at all, but would have fallen down, and made a 
great Noife ; and as to Weapons, I took them all in to 
my Side every Night. 

But r needed none of all this Precaution ; for never 
Man had a more faithful, loving, fincere Servant than 
Friday was to me; without Paffions, Sullennefs, or De
figns; perfectly obliged and engaged; his very Affections 
were ty'd to me, like thofe of a Child to a Father; and 
I dare fay, he would have facrific'd his Life for the fav
ing mine, upon any Occafion whatfoever: The many 
Teftimonies he gave me of this, put it out of Doubt ; 
and foon convinc'd me, that I needed to ufe no Preeau .. 
tions as to my Safety on his Account. 

This frequently gave me Occafion to obferve, and that 
with '.1/0der, that, however it had pleas'd God in his 
Providence, and in the Government of the \Vorks of his 
Hands, to take from fo preat a Part of the \Vorld of his 
Creatures, the belt Ufe~ to which their Faculties, and 
the Powers of their Soul:;, are adapte<l; yet that he ha'> 
beflow'd upon them the fame Powers, the fome Rea
fon, the fame Affeftions, the fame Sentiments of Kind-

l 3 nefa 
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nefs .ind Obligatjon, the fame Paffions and Refontment11 

of \V rong s, tne fame Senfe of Gratitude, Srncerity, Fi

delity, and all theCapacitiei of doing Good, and r.:ceiving 

Good, that he has Qiven to u-s ; and that when hP ~,l, a(es 

to offer them O,c;11ons 0f exerting t1Pf..:, Lhey are a~ 

:rtady, nay, more ready to apply them to the ri~ht Ule! 

for whi::h the~· were befiow'cl, than we are. And this 
mace me very melancholy fometimes, jn refld1ing, as 

the fover:il Occafior.s orcCented, how mean an Ufe we 

make! of i,]] thefe, eve; thourh we have thefe Powers en-

1:ghtrnid iw the peat Lamp~~1flnfiruftion, the Spirit of 

{Jod, <>Hd 'Jy ,he Kno\\ilt>dge of his \Vord, adccd to our 

·t;nder!t ~·11di ng; 2nd why it has pleafed God ro hide the 

like favinft Knc ,v!edpe from fo many Millions of Souls, 

·w:;o, j! I., .1,h }c::re hy thi[ pc-or Savage, would make 

~ muc:n better UC:~ of .it th .. n we <lid . 

.!1'1c•m iience I frmt !imts •,vas led too far to inn1de the 

Sn:e1rigrir; pf 1' 1 < 1 ,:,➔ ~ri<.:e; ~,r:d, a~ it wne, :!rraii:n the 

.)11 liu: ,"')( f! : 1 • ,, r: ry ,, !)ifp< Inion <•fThi1.gs, chat !1,Puld 

li.c:p t!.· t r:n.·1• • ·,m !,i:u~. dP·J J(·ve,d ic '() (,thC'rS , c1rJd 
• • I ] n < I' . .l 

• .. ~ t > r, • t " ,; : .,, , • .' ; • • r·, Dor : .u •J r , !1 u t lt u p, an~ 

c _,,.. k ·~ 1· .\ ·1 1 <>.; u~ ,, 1•.h tiw, Conclufiun: Firjl, Thac 

, ... 00 I'·), b ( ►W ny wh2t Light and- La .V thde ibould be 

1 {'ndt nrn'd; hut that, a1, God was nece!farily, and by the 

~< J ,LHC: cif his Btjng, infir!ittly holy and juft, fo it could 

l'lot b:>, but that if thcfe Creatures were all fentenced to 

/1bfcnce from himfelf, it \Vas on account of finnjng 

,.gainft that Light, which, as the Scripture fays, was a 

Law to themfel\'es, and by foch Rules as their Confci

ences \\Ould acknowledge to be jufi, though the Founda

tion was not di(cover'd to us: Ar.d, ficr,ndly, Thar fiill, 

as we are all Clay in the Hand of the Potter, no Veffd 

could fay to him, \Vhy halt thou form'd me thus? 

But to return to my new Companion; I was greatly 

cielighted with him, nr.d made jt my Bufi.nefs to teach 

· him e\·ery thing that ·,\·as proper to make him ufrful, 

bandy, and hc-lpfu1; hut efpecially to make him fpeak, 

and underH:ad me when I fp:.ke; and he \,as the apteft 

Scholar that e\ er was; and particularly was fo tnt'rry, 

fo conrantly diliger.t, and fo pleas'd when he coul_d Gut 

under/land me, or make me uncedland him, that H was 

very plc.afant to me to t;,ilk rn him; and new my Lifo 
• egr1n 
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oegan to be fo eafy, that I began to fay to nyfelt, that 

could I but have been fafe from more Savages, I car'd not 

if I was never to remove from the Place while I liv'd. 

After 1 had been two or three Days return'd to my Caf

tle, I thought, that, jn order to bring Frid(1.y off from his 

horrid Way of feedjng, and from the Relifu of a Canibal's 

Stomach, I ought to let him taite other Fle{h; fo I tonk 

him out with me one Morning to the Woods; I went, in

deed, intending to kill a Kid out of my own Flock, and 

bring it home and drefs it: But as I was going, l faw a 

She-Goat lying down in the Shade, and two young Kids 

fitting by her: I catch'd hoicl of Friday, Hold, faid I, 

ftand frill; and madt. Signs to him not to H:ir; immediately 

I prefented my Piece I fl1ot and kill'd one of the Kids. The 

poor Cn:ature, who had at a Difl:ance, indeed, feen me 

ki~l the Savage, his Enemy, but did not know, or coL1ld

jrr:agine, how it was done, was fenfibly furpris'd, trcrn

h'.ed and i110ok, and look'd .o arnaz'd, that f thow_rl • l··c 

would hwc (11 .-.k dowr1: He did I ot fee the Kid I h <i 1 .. ,·: 

. I' 'k'l"l . '-- . '' ,. t1: . 

a:. or pe·ce,·:e :,ac 1, c ::, t·ut npp-c up n:s ,·vo1 1 l! 11•!;; 

.:o fee] if ht! was not wound•.: i; ~rnJ, as i fr.H11;d, p1c1< r;.:y 

thought I was rcfolv'd t0 kill him; for he came .:nd 

kneel'd down to me, and, embracing my Knees, foid a 

great many things I did not underfiand, but I could eafily 

fee, that his Meaning was to pray me not tO kill him. 

t foon found a Way to convince him, that I would do 

him no Hann; and taking him up by the Hand, laugh'd 

at him, and, pointing to the Kid which I ha.d kill'd 1 

bcckon'J to him to run and fetch it, which he did; and 

while he was wondering and looking to fee how the 

Creature was kill'd, I loaded my Gun again, and by

and-by [ faw a great Fowl, like an Hawk, fit upon a 

Tree within Shot; fo, to let Frida)• underfiand a little 

what I would <lo, I call'd him to me again, pointing at 

the Fowl, which was indeed a Parrot, though l thought it 

h:.d been an Ha,\k; I fay, poir,ting to tne Parrot, and 

to my Gun, and to the Ground under the Parr ,t, t( i.'!: 

him fee 1 would make him f,111. ] ma e him u1,J~1 \ ~ 

that l wou1<l fhoot and ki li that Bird; ar.corJ1,·, y . 

fir'd, and bid him look, and in:meJi~tely he f,-. th1.~ 

Parrot fall: He nood like one frighted ag;i.in, n0: ;v~•h 

ilandiog all cha, l had faiJ to him; and I fcmnd he w.1$ iw 
I 4, r wr..; 
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n:orc amaz'd, becaufe he did not fee me put any thin.g 
ir:to the G_un; but thought .there moit be fome ,,,onder
fol Ford of Death and DeflruEtion in that thing, able 
to kill Man, Be;dt, Bird, or any thing nrar or far off; 
tor the .t\iloni1hment this created i:1 him, was foch, as 
rnu!J not wear c•ff for a long 'I'ime; .md 1 believe, if 1 
\\Ould have let him, he \\-Ould have wodhipp'd me and 
my Gun: As for the Gun itfolf, he would not fo much 
as touch it for foreral Days after; but \vould fpeak to ir, 
and talk it, to as if it had anfwer'd him, when he was 
by him[elf; which, as I afterwards learn\! of him, was 
to ddire it not to kill him. 

'\Vdl: After his Aeo .ifhment was a little over at this, 
-l pointed to him to run ind fetch the Bird I ii.:d fhor, 
which he did, but ftaiC: f0:11e Time; for the Panot, rwt 
being quite dead, was fiutter'd :1 good way off from the 
Place where .fhe fell; h,)\\•c·ver he found her, took her 
up, :ir.d l1r0ught i-,er to me; and, as I had perceiv'd his 
1gnorancc about the Gun before, I took this Advantage 
to charge the Gun again, and not let him fee me do ir, 

'that I might be ready for any other Mark that might pre-
fent; but nothing lnore offer'd at that Time; fo I brought 
home 1he Kid; and the farre Evening I took the Skin off, 
and cut it out as well as I could, and having a Pot for 
that Purpofe, I boil'd or flew'd fome of the Flefh; and 
made fame very good Broth, after I had begun to eat 
fome., I gave fome to my Man, who feem'd very glad of 
it, and lik'd it very well; but that which was ftrangeft 
to him, wa·s, to foe me eat Salt with it. He made a Sign 
to me, that the Salt was not good to eat, and putting a 
little into his own lVIouth, he feem'd to naufeate ir, and 
\\'Ou!d fpit and fputter at it, wafbing his Mouth with fre{h 
Water after it; on the other hand, J took fame Meat 
in my Mouth without Sale, and I pretended to fpit and 
1putter for \,Vant of Salt, as fafl: as he had done at the 
Salt; but it would not do, he would never care for Salt 
with Meat, or in his Broth ; at leafl, not a great \\ hile, 
and then but a very little. 

Having thus fed him with boil'd Meat and Br0th, T 
was refolv'd to fealt him the next Day with roa11ing a 
Piece of the Kid; this I did by hanging i~ be before the 
,fiz:e .in .. .S:rir.i 1 a,~ 1 n-a~l fee.o ,11ur.y Pe09le do in E::g-

la.ka~ 

.. , , .. 

: .i 
I f • 
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land, fotting two Poles up, one on each Side the Fire, 
and one crofs on the Top, and tying the String co the 
crofs Stick, Jetting the M eat turn continually: T his 
Friday admir'd very much; but when he came to tafte 
the Flefh, he took fo many ways to tell me how well he 
lik'd it, that I could not but underfl:and him: And at 
!aft he told me he would never eat Man's Flefu any more, 
which I was very glad to hear. 

The next Day I fet him to work to beating fame Corn 
out, and fifting it in the Tvianner I ufed to do, as I ob
ferv'd before; and he foon under/.l:ood how to do it ag 
well as J, efpecially after he had feen ,vhat the Meaning 
of it was, and that.it was to make Bread of; for after 
that I let him fee me make my Bread, and bake it too; 
a nd in a little Time F ria't1;y was able to do all the Work 
fonn e, as we 11 as 1 could do i t myfelf. 

I began now t •J confi de r, that having two M ouths to feed· 
i nfl:ead of one, Im ufl: prov id e more Ground fo r my Har \'e11 , 
and pla nt a larger ~anti ty of Corn, than I us'd to do ; fo 
I mark'd out~ lar t1 er Piece of L and, and beQ'a n the Fence 

~ • D 

in th e fa me Manner as befo re , in which Frida_y nc.t only 
wo rk'd very will ingly , and very ha rd, but did it very 
chearfully; and l told him what it was for, that it wa:,for 
Corn to make mo,e Bread, becaufe he was now with me~ 
and that I migh t ha ve enough for him and myfdf too: He 
app::ar'd very fenfi blc of tha t Part, and let me know, that: 

• ht: though t 1 had· much more Labour urcn me on his _\c .... 
count , than I had fo r myfelf, and that he would work 
the harder for me, if I ,vould tell him wb.t to do. 

Th is was the plealantelt Year of all the Life l led in this 
Place : Frida_y began to talk pretty well, and underit.1rid 
the Names of almoil e,•ery th ing I had Occaf1~n to 

call for, and of e\'ery Place 1 haJ t0 fend him to, rnd 
talk a great deal to me; fo tb:r, in fuort, I began nnv 
to have tome Uie for my Tongue a_gain, which indleJ ! 
h~d very little Occafion for before; that is /'J /a_i·, al ,t 
Sp,ecl,: Befidcs the Pleafure of t~lk:r gt') him, 1 haJ a 
firgular S·,tisfc1f.lion in the I'dl.)w hi l'frlf; bis iinir:' 
unfeigr,eJ Hone1ty apiJt,w'd to rn.:- nh1re :rnJ m'lr.; c. cry 
Day, :',nd 1 beg,n re.illy to lov~ tht:: C:t.~t,1.c·; :· 11•! .i 

11is ~i le, I bt:iievc he lov'd me mm~ tkn it wa, ~,,.,1:; !G' 
for him ever to !o\'e any thiu~ btf-irc. 

1 .5 r 1..111 
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I had a Mind once to try if he had any hankering Incli
nation to his own Country again; and having learn'd him 
Englijh fo well, that he could anfwer me almoft any ~ef

tions; l a!k'd him, whether the Nation that he belong'd 

to never conquer'd in Battle. At which he f mil'd, and 
faid, Yes, yes, we always Fight the better; that is, he 

meant, always get the better in Fight, and fo we began 

the following Difcourfe. Y cu always fight the better t 
faid I: How come you to be taken Prifoner then, Ft'iday ;> 

Friday. I\1y Nation beat much for all that. 
klaflcr. How beat; if your Nation beat them, how 

came you to be taken ? 
FridLZJ, They more than my Nation in the Place \\here 

me was; they take one, two, three, and me: lVIv Nation 
ove r-beat them in the yonder Place, where me ·no was; 

the.re .mv N aticn take one, two, g-reat Thoufand. 
,I • 

'Jl.,Jajltr, But why did not your Side recover you from 

the Hanes of your Enemies then ? 
Frid<~V• They run one, two, three, :rnd me, and make 

go in the Cmzoe; my Nation have no Canoe that Time. 
!vlajler. Yvell, Frida_r, and what does your Nation do 

\J,,ith the Men they tal<e? Do they carry them away, arid 
cc1t them ns tbefe die? 

F,·id,ry. Yes, my Nation eat Mans too, eat all up. 
il'lajl,r. \-7here do they carry them? 
Fn.la_y. Go to other Place where they think. 
Mn/le,.-, Do they come hither? 
F,-;./n_y. Yes, yes, they come hither; come other elfePlaee. 
kit?llt r. Hare you been here with them? 
Fr;day. Yes, I been here [Points to the N. \V. Side of 

,h., !//.md, •which, it /eeuu, ,u.:as their Szde.] 
b }' tnis l underfiood, that my Man Friday had former

ly been among the Savages, who u{ed to come on Shore 
u11 the fart he:- Part of the Hland, on the fai<l Man-e~ting 
Occafior,s that he was now brnught for; an<l fome Time 
after, w!ien I took the C0urage to carry him to that 
Side, bf irg Ji~ fame 1 formerly rnenlion'd, he prefently 
knew 1hr j·Jace, a Pd told me, he was there once when 
th ~y eat up twenty Men, two Women, and one Child: 
11 :- could nr.r tell rwenty in E"glifo, but he numbe1'd 

them by L, !!I_:; fo m.iny Stories in a Row, ar.d poin:ing 
to me to ?di ttiem eiver. 

5 1 hHe 
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I have told this p3fTage, becau!e ic introduces what fol
lows; that afrer I b:1d had this Difcourle with him, I aik'd 
him, how far it \\ as from our Ifland to the Shore, and· 

whether the Canr,es were not often loft : He told me there 
wa:; no Danger, no Ca11oes ever loil; but that after a litde 
Way out to Sea, there was a Current, and a \Vind ahv;1ys 
one V✓ay in the Morning, the other in the .Afternoon. 

This I underfl:and to be no more rhaq the Sets of the 

Tide, as going out, or coming in; but I afterwards un
derfl:ood it was occaGon'd by the gre1t Draught anq Re
flux of the mighty River Oroonoqu~; ia the fv1outh cf 

which River, as I thought afterwards, our lffand lay; 
and that this Land, which I p<:rcei~·ed to the \V. and 

N. VV. was the great Ifland Cf'ri.n.idad, on the North 
Point of the Mouth of the River: I afk'd Friday a thou
fand ~eftions about the Country, the Inhabit;nts, the 
Sea, the Coafi:, and what Nations were near ; he told 
me all he knew, \\.ith the greate!l: Openncfs Imaginable; 
1 a{k.'d him the "'lames of the fe\eral Nations of his Sort 

of People, but could get no other Name than Caribj; 

from whence I eafily underftood, that thefe were the 
Ca,·i,~ees, which our Maps place on that Part of A mtrica 

which re-aches from the Mcuth. of the River Oroo,wrtt to 

G,iimzn, and onwards to St. i11artha: He told nH::, diat up 

n great \Vay beyond the Moon, that was, beyond the Set
ting of the Moon, which mufl be Vl. from their Country1 

there dwelt white-bearded Men, like me, ~rnd pointed to 

to my grc~,t \V hi!kers, which I mentioned before ; and 
that they had kill'd m•:ch Mm!s, that was his \Vonl: By 
which I underltoo<l he mear,t the Sptmiards, whofc Cruel~ 

ties in America had been fprcad over the whole Coun
trie~, and were remembc-r'd by all the Nations from · 
FJther to Son. 

I en11uirecl if he cculd tell me how T might come from 
t½ic; lfi .rnd, and get am0ngthofew·hitcl\'Ien; he wld mi: 

Ye~, yes, I might go in f:H:o Canoe; l could noc 11:1 , , 

fiand what he meant by two C,,woe; till at ltfl·, ,~• i ' ,, 
Difficulty,. I found 1 .: meant, th.it ic mull h, r. , 
great Boat as big as 1,1.vo Canoes. 

Thi~ Part of FridL1y's Difcourre he.~ '\11 l 'I, 

me \'ery we!:; anJ from this Ti r,1,: J l' i 

f fope.,, that Ol!C Time or oth r I n ig'.' .... 
I 6 
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nity to make my Efcape from this Place, and that this 
poor Savage might be a Means to help me to do it. 

During the long Time that Friday had now been with 
.me, and that he began to fpeak to me, and underHand 
.me, I was not wanting to lay a Foundation of religious 
Knowledge in his Mind; particularly, I afk.'d him one 
Time, who made him? The poor Creature did not un
derfland me at all, but thought I had afk.'d who was his 
Father: But I took it by another Handle, and afk.'d him, 
who made the Sea, the Ground he walk'd on, and the 
Hills and Woods? He told me, it was one old Benamuckce 
that liv'd beyond a11: He could defcribe nothing of this 
great Perfon, but that he was very old; much older, he 
faid, than the Sea or the Land, than the Moon or the 
Stars: 1 afk.'d him then, if this olJ Perfon had made all 
things why did not a11 things wodhip him? He look'd 
very grave, and with a perfect Look of Innocence faids 
.All thing; Jard Oto hm1: l afJ{'d him, if the People who 
die in his Country, went away any-where: He faid, ye~, 
they all went to Bn,amuckee: Then I afk.'d him, \Vhether 
thofe they eat up went thither too? He faid, Yes. 

From thefe things I began to inflru~l him in the Know
ledge of the true God. 1 told him, that the great Maker 
of ~di thi1Jgs liv'd there, pointing up towards Heaven: 
That he governs the \Vorld by the fame Power an<l Pro
·vidence by which he made it: That he was omnipotent, 
could do eve; y th111g for us; gi,·e every thing to us, take 
every th ng from u~; ard th!.l~, by Degrees, I open:d his 
:Eyes: He liHen'd with great Atcention, an<l receiv'd 
with Pleafure the N otion of ']rfus Chrifl being frnt to re
deem us, and of the Manner of making our Prayers to 
God, and his being able !o hear us, even into Heaven : 
He told me one Day, that if our God could hear us up 
beyond the Su'1, he muCT: needs be a greater God than 
their Benc m:ffkt'i', who liv'<l but a little \Vay off, and yet 
coulcl not hear, tiil they \Hnt up to the great Mount2ins 
wht.re he dwelt, to fpeak !O him. 1 afk.'d him if ever he 
went thither to fpeak to him? He faid, No, they never 
we, t t li ,H were young 1\1en; none went thither but the 
(,Id i\/l( 11 ; whc m he call ' d their Oocivookahee, that is, as I 
rnac1 h:rn c.xp!.1in it to o·e. their Re1i~:iou5, or Clc·rgy; 
and thJt thL·y went lo fay O (fo he i.:all'd faying Prayer•·) 
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and then came back, and told them what Benamuckee 

faid: By this I obferv'd, that there is Priejlcraft even 
amongfl the moil: blinded_ignorant Pagans in the World; 
and the Policy of making a fecret Religion, in order to 

preferve the Veneration of the People to the Clergy, is 
not only to be found in the Roman, but perhaps among 
all Religions in the World, even among the rnoft brutifh 
and barbarous Savages. 

I endeavour'd to clear up this Fraud to my Man Friday; 
and told him, that the Pretence of their old Men going 
up to the Mountains to fay O to their God Benamuckee, 

was a Cheat; and their bringing Word from thence what 
he faid, was much more fo; that if they met with any 
Anfwer, or fpoke with any one there, it mufi be with an 

evil Spirit : And then I enter'd into a long Difcourfe 
with him about the Devil, the Original of him, his Re• 
hellion againfr God, his Enmity to Man, the Reafon of 
jt, his fetting himfelf up in the dark Parts of the World 
to be wor!hipp'd infl:ead of God, and as God, and the 
many Stratagems he made ufe of, to delude Mankind to 
their Ruin; how he had a fecret Accefs to our Paffions, 
and to our Affeclions, to adapt his Snares fo to our In
clinations, as to caufe us even to be our own Tempters, 
and to run upon our own Deflrultion by our own Choice. 

I found it was not fo eafy to imprint right Notions in 
his Mind about the Devil, as it was about the Being of a 
God : Nature affified all my Arguments to evidence to 

him even the Neceffity of a great firft Caufe, and over
ruling gO\erning Power, a fecret directing Providence, 
and of the Equity and Jufrice of paying Homage to him 
that made us, and the like: But there appear'd nothing 
of all this in the Notion of an evil Spirit, of his Original, 
his Being, his Nature, and above all, of his Inclination to 

do Evil, and to draw us in to do fo too: And the poor 
Creature puzzled me one in foch a Manner, by a ~cf

tion merely natural and innocent, that I fcarce knew 
what to fay to him. I had been talking a gr~at deal to 

him of Lhe Power of God, his Omnipotence, his dread
ful Avedion to Sin, his being a confoming Fire to the 
1!V o r k er s of I n i qui t y ; how , as h e h ad m a J e us a l l , he 
cciuld cetlroy us, and all the \Vor!J, in a IVIoment; and 

L~ l!H,·n'd with great Serioufncfs to rne all the while. 
After 
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After this1 I had been telling him how the Devil was 

God's E nemy in the Hear: s of Men, and ufed all his Ma
lice and Skill to ctefeat the -good Ddigos of Providence, 
and to ruin the Kingdom of Chrifl in the World, and the 
like: vVell, fays Friday, but you fay, God is fo fhor.g, 
fo great, is he not much flrong, mu-ch might, as the 
Devil? Yes, yes,. faid I, Friday, God i:s fhonger than the 
Devil, God is above the Devil, and therefore we pray to 
God to tread him under our feet, and enable us to refift 
his Temptations, and quench his frery Darts. But, fays 
he again, if Got/ much Jlrong, much mzght, as the D e-vii, 
rwhy God not kill the De<vil, fa make him -;w more wicked? 

I was firangely forprifed at his ~efiion, and after all, 
though I was r.ow an old Man, yet I was but a young 
DoB:or, an-dill enough qualified for a Cafuift, or a Solver 
of Difficulties:· And, at firfi, I could not tell what to fay; 
fo I pretended not to hear him, and afked him what he 
faid: But he w:i s too earnefi for an Anf wer to forget his 
~efiion; fo that he repeated it in the very fame broken 
W ords, as above. By this Time I had recovered rnyfelf 
.a littl e, and I faid, God will at lajl punijh him fe7.1erely, he 
is rrjer'Ved fo r the J udgment , and is to be cajl into the bottom
/ifs Pit, to cl"'v.:rll :wah e<verlajling Fire: This did not fa
tisfy Frid(1.y ; but he recurn s upon me repeating my \Vords, 
Rejerve at lajl, me 1:0 under11alld: But whJ' not kill the D e
rvil 1ww , 1101 kill great ago? You may as \\ell afk me, fa1d 
J, why God docs 2oes not kill you and me, when \Ve do 
wicked Thi ngs here th at offend him: W e are preferv'd to 
repent and b~ pardon'd. He mufes a while at this; 'ff/di, 
rJ..Jdl, fays he, mighty affecti onately, that cwc/l fa yu, I , 
Devil, all "-uic,0·d , all prejer:z;e , repnt, God pardon all : Here 
1 was run dowr: agai n by him to the Ldt Degree, and it 
was a Teili mon v to me , how the mere 1 'otions of Natu re, 
though thy wi!( guide reafonable Creatures to the Know
]ede of a God, and of a Wo1 fh ip er Homage due to the 
Supreme Being of God, ae the Conf"'q ucnce of our Nature; 
yet noth:ng- bu t Div ine Re vela ti on can form the Knew
ledge of ')((w Ctrijl , anJ of a Redemption purchafed 
for U'>; of a Mediator of a new Covenant; and of an 
Incerccffor at the Footfi ool of God's Throne, 1 fay, no 
thin a- but a Revelat io n from He?.,·en can form thefo in 

,':> 

the Soul; and that th erefore tl. i; Golpe! of our Lord anJ 
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Saviour ]efus Chrijl, I mean the Word of God, and the 

Spirit of God, prornifed for the Guide and Sanclifier of 

his People, are the abfolutely neceifary Inftructors of the 

Souls of Men in the faving Knowledge of God, and the 

Means of Salvation. 
I therefore diverted the prefent Difcourf~ between me 

and my Man, rifing up hafl:ily, as upon fame fudden 

Occafion of going out; then fending him for fomething 

a great Way off, I ferioufl.y prayed to God, that he 

would enable me to inftruct favingly this poor Savage, 

ailifling by his Spirit the Heart of the poor ignorant 

Creature to receive the Light of the Knowledge of God 

in Chrijl, reconciling him to himfelf, and would guide 

me to fp:!ak fo to him from the Word of God, as his 

Confcience might be convinced, his Eyes opened, and 

his Soul faved : When he came again to me, I entered 

into a long Difcourfe with him upon the Subject of the 

Redemption of Man by the Saviour of the \Vorld, and 

of the Doctrine of the Gofpel preached from Heaven, 

,v,z. of the Repentance towards God, and Faith in our 

ble!fed Lord Jefus : I then explained to him, as well as 

I cou lcl, ,1, hy ocr bteifc:d Redeer1er took not on him the 

Nature of Angels, but the Seed of Abraham, and how for 

that Reafon the fallen Angels had no Share in the Re

demption; that he came only to the loft Sheep of the 

Houfe of ljt·ad, and the like. 
I had, God ,fno:..vs, more Sincerity than Knowledge, in 

all the Methods I took forth is poor Creature's I nH:ruB:ion; 

and muft acknowledge, what I believe all 1hat aB: upon 

the fame P1inciple will find, that i11 laying things open 

to him, 1 really informed and infl:rutled myfelf, in many 

things that either I did not know, or had not fully con

fider'<l befo~e; but which occurr'd naturally to my Mind, 

upon my fearching into them, for the Information of thi., 

poor Savage; and I had more AfFeB:ion in my Enquiry 

after 'l'hings upon this Occafion, than ever 1 felt before; 

fo that whether this poor wild \Vrttch was the better for 

me or no, J had great Reafon to be thankful, that ever 

he came to me: My Grief fat lighter upon me, my Ha

bitation grew comfortable to me beyond meafure; and 

when I rdlected, that in this folitarv Life which I had 

been co11fined to, 1 had not only b1:,en moved myfclf to 
look 
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look up toHeaven, and to feek to the Hand that brought 
me thither, but was now to be made an Inilrument, un
der Providence~ to fave the Life, and, far aught l lmo,....u, 
the Soul, of a poor Savage, and bring him to the true 
Knowledge of Religion, and of the Chrifi:ian Dothine, 
that he might know Chri!l Jefus, to know rz.uhom is Life 
eternal; I fay, when I reflecled upon all thefe things, a 
fecret Joy ran thro' every Part of my Soul, and I fre
quently rejoic"d-,- that ever I was brought to this Place, 
which I had often thou~ht the mofi dreadful of all Af
fliclions, that could po1hbly have befallen me. 

In this thankful Frame I ccntinu1d all the Remainder 
of my Time, and the Converfation which employ'd the 
Hours het,Hen Friday and me was foch, as made the three 
Years \vhich we liv'd there together, perfeB:ly and com
pletely happy, if any /uch thing as complt-te Happinejs can 
be found in a /ubluna,J' State: The Savage was now a good 
Chrifiian, a much better than I; though I have Reafon 
to hope, and blefs God for it, that we were equally pe
nitent, and comforted reilored Penitents: vVe had here 
the \Vord of God to read, and no farther off from his 
Spirit co inflruB:, than if 1,,ve had been in Engla,:d. 

1 always applied myfelf to reading rbe Sciipture, and 
to let him know, as well as I could, the Me1ning of what 
J read; and he again, by his ferious Eng uiries ai1J ~ef
tions, made me, as I /aid lrfcre, a much better Scho!Jr in 
the Scripture-knowledge, than I !hould c:nr have been 
by my- own mere priv.:te Reading: Another thing I can
not rcfr::in from obfening here alfo from Experience, in 
this retir'd Part of my Life; ,viz How infinite and inex
p~effible a Bldfing it is, that the: KnO\\ ledge of GoJ, and 
of the Doctrine of Salvation by Cl.n4l J,j;ts, is fo plainly 

• laid down in the vVord vf God, fo eafv to be receiv'J and 
uncledlood, trat ai, ·the b:1re readi,,g.the Scripture made 
me cap:i.J~e of underflan<ling enough of my DL ty co carry 
me dir'ecl.ly on to the great 'Nork of fir.cere Repentance 
for my 5ius, ~~d 131 in~ holc.l of a ..,;n•iour for Life and 
Sal vat:on, to a ibte<l Rcfo1 mat ion in Pra(tice, and Obe
dience to a11 G ad's C. mrnand~, a1:d this without nny 
Tcac-hr c-r fo!1rut1or (I mcnn, human) fo tr.e plni.1 In
ilrJclioD fut!1-::icntiv fen\'. :o ~be uilig!.t~ning this favaP.e 
Crc:i:ure, :rnd hri;ging him to be fuZh n Chrifii:w, 2f'~ I 
h:iH· l:nowu few el.uat t,, him irJ my L,t::. A.s 

I 
t. ( 
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As to the Difputes, Wranglings, Strife, and Contention~ 
\\ hich has happen'd in the World about Religion, whether 
Niceties in Doctrines, or Schemes of Church-government, 
they were all perfeclly ufelefs to us, as, for aught I can 
yet fee, they hat·e been to all the reft in the World: We 
had the Jure Guide to Heaven, 'Viz.. the Word of God; 
and we had, hlrjfid be God, comfortable Views of the 
Spirit of God, teaching and infrrucl:ing us by his vVord, 
lc,1ding u; rnto ail Truth, and making us both willing and 
obe<lient to the Infirucl:ion of his Word; and I cannot fee 
the lean Ufe that the greateft Knowledge of the difputed 
Points 1n Religion, which have made fuch Confufions in 
the \Vorld, would have been to us, if we could have ob
tain 1d it : Bue I muft go on with the hiftorical Part of 
things, and cake every Part in its Order. 

Afo:r Friday and I became more intimately acquainted, 
and that he could underftand almoft all I faid to him, 
and fpeak fluently, though in broken Englifh, to me; I 
acquainted him with my own Story, or at leafi fo much 
nf it as related to my coming into the Place, how I had 
liv'd there, and how long: I let him into the Myftery 
(for fuch it was to him) of Gunpowder and Bullets, and 
taught him how to fhoot: I gave him a Knife, which 
he was wonderfully delighted with, and I made him a 
Belt with a Frog hanging to it, fuch as in England we 
wear Hangers in; and in the Frog, inftead of aLJ. 
Hanger, I gave him an Hatchet, which was nor only as 
good a Weapon in fome Cafes, but much more ufcful 
npon many Occafions. 

1 defcribed to him the Countries of Europe, and parti
cularly England, which I came from; how we liv'd, 
how we wor!hipp'd God, how we behav'd to one ano
ther, and how we traded in Ships to all the Parts of the 
\Vorld : I gave him an Account of the Wreck which I 
had been on board of, and Ihew'd him, as n~ar as ·I 
could, the Place where fhe lay; but fhe was aii beaten 
in Pieces long before, and quite gone. 

I fhew'd him the Ruins of our Boat, which we lo!l: 
when we efcap'd, and which I could not ftir \.•:ith my 
whole Strength then, but was now fallen al moil all to 
Pieces : Upon feeing this Boat, Frida_y Hood mu fi ng ;l, 

great while, and faid nothing; 1 a!k'd him what it 
was 
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was he ftudied upon? at lafl:, fays he, Me fie /uch Boat 

like comt to Place at "lJ' Nation. · 

I did not underfi:and him a good while; but at laf't, 

when 1 had examined further into it, I underftood by 
him, that a Doat, fuch as that had been, came on Shore 

upon the Country where he Jiv>d; that is, as he explain'd 

it, was driven thither by Strefs of \Veather; I prefently 

imagin'd, that fame Eurcpean Ship muft have been caft 

away upon their Coail:, and the Boat might get loofe, 

and diive afbore; but was fo dull, that I never once 

thought of 1\:1, n making Efcape from a \Vreck thither, 

much lefs whence they might come ; fo I only enquired 

after a Defcription of the Boat. 
Fnday defcribed the Boat to me well enough; but 

brought me better to under!1and him, when he added, 

,,:ith fome Warm th, J,Ve /a•vr. the •white ftlam from dro11.un: 

Then I prefent1y a1k.'d him, if there were any white Mans, 

.1.q he called them, in the Boat: Yes, he faid, the Boatfi:fl 

o,/ '<t l-i!t! J11am: I afk'ci him. how mc1ny r He told upon 

:ll i- F ,r,[!n!s icv~nteen: J :ilk'd him then, what became of 
them? I-le told. me , Tl,_y it-ue, th~y d-wt'll at my Nation. 

This put new Thoughtb into my Head again ; for I 

prefently imagined, that thcfe might be the Men belong

ing to the Ship that was cafl: away in Sight of my Hland, 

as I now call it; ' and who, after the Ship was ftruck on 

the Rock, and they faw her inevitably lofr, had faved 

themfelves in their Boat, and were landed upon that wild 

·Shore among the Savages. 
Upon this I enquired of him more critically, what was 

become of them ; he alTur'd me they liv'd ftill there, that 

they had been there about four Years, that the Savages let 

thecn alone, and gave them Vicruals to live: I afk'd him, 

110w it came to pafs they did not kill them, and eat 

them ? He faid, No, thry ma.lee Brother rwith them; that· 

is. as I underHood him, a Truce: .;nd then he added, 

'l'he;• eat 110 11Jam hut -when ma~i! the l!-',zrjight: That is to 

fay, they never eat any Men, but foch as come to fight 

with th em, and arc taken in Batt! ' . 
It w;;i s after this, fomc confiderabl e Ti me, that being 

on the Top of the Hill, at the E ::1 !1:-fi de of the Ii1aod. 

from whence, as ( have faid, I h -,d in a clear Day Jifr<i

ver'd the 1".i1Jain or Continent of Amer:ca; Fr.by, the \\'ea-
ther 
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thcr being very ferene, looks very earnefily towards the 

rnain Land, and in a kind of Surprife falls a jumping and 

dancing, and calls out to me, for I was at fome Difiance 

from him: I afk'<l him what was the 1.\1atter? 0 'j~y ! fays 

he, 0 Glad! Cf'here fee my Country, there 1llJ' Nation! 

I obferv'd an extraordinary Senfe of Pleafure appear'd 

in his Face, and his Eyes fparkled, and his Countenance 

difcover'd a firange Eagernefs, as if he had a lVJjnd tO 

be in his own Country again; and this Obfervation of 

mine put a great many Thoughts into me, which made 

me at firft not fo eafy about my new Man Frida_,, aa 

J was before; and I made no doubt, but that if Frida, 

couiJ get back to his own Nation again, he would not 

only forget all his Religion, but all his Obliga tions to 

me; and would be forward enough to give his Country

n:en an Account of me, and come back perhaps, with 

an Hundred or two of them, and make a Feaft ll p Oll me, 

at which he might be as merry as he L1fed to be with thofe 

of his 1:<ncmies, ,-.. hen th er were tJken in Vif ,3r, 

Uut l wror:g'J trc Foor i·10ndt Crc~,rnre ve ry mn c: h , fo, 

which l was very forry afterwards: H owe , er, as my Jca• 

lcufy increafed, and held me fome Weeks, l was a little 

more circumf peel:, and not fo familiar and kind to him as 

before; in which I was certainly in the wrong too, the 

hondl grateful Creature having no Thought about it, but 

what confifl:ed of the beft Principles, both as a religious 

Chrifiian, and as a grateful Friend, as appeared after-

wards to my full Satisfaction. 
Whilll my Jealoufy of him lafted, you may be fure I was 

every Day pumping him to fee if he would difcover any 

of the new Th"lughts, which I fuf petted were in him; but 

I found every thing he faid was fo honeft, and fo innocent,. 

that I could find nothing to nourifh my Sufpicion; and, 

in fpite of all my U ne afinefs, he m~de me at lafl: entirely 

his own again; nor did he in the leafl: perceive, that l was 

uneafy; and therefore I could not fuf pect him of Deceit. 

One Day, walking up the fame Hill~ but the \Vea. 

ther being hazy at Sea, fo that we could not fee the 

Continent, l called to him, and faid, Friday, do not 

)'Ou wilh yourfelf in vour own Country, your own Na

tion ? rn, he faid, I be mucb O glad to· be at no• own 

Nati:m. \.Yhat would you do there~ faid I : \Vould you: 
tura 
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turn wild again, eat l\fans Flefh again, and be a Savage 

as you were before? He !ook'd foll of Concern, and 

fhaking his Head, faid, No, no, Friday tell them to li-ve 

good, tell them to pray God, tell them to eat Co~·n-bread, 

C:'ttlejlejh, Milk, n·o eat Jo.Ian again. \Vhy then, faid 1 to 

him, they ,will kill JOU: He look'd grave at that, and then 

faid, No, they no kill me, they willing love learn: He meant 

by this, they would be willing to learn: He added, they 

learn'd much of the bearded Mans that came in the Boat: 

Then I afk'd him, if he would go back to them ? He 

fmil'd at that, and told me he could not fwim fo far; I 

told him I would make a Canoe for him : He told me he 

would go, if I would go with him. I go! faid I, v.hy 
they will eat me if I come there: Fo, no, fays he, me 

m.:,/...:1 them 110 eat J'ou, me make they much lcrve ;•ou: He meant 

he would tell them how I had kill'd his Enemies and 

fav'd his Life, and fo he would make them love me; 

Then he told me as well as he could, how kind they 

were to feventeen white Men, or bearded Men, as he 
call'd them, who came on Shore in DiHrefs. 

From this Time, I confefs, I had a Mind to venture 

over, and fee if I could poffibly join with thefe bearded 

Men, who, I made no doubt, were Spaniards or Portu• 

guefe; not doubting but, if I could, we might find fome 

Method to efcape from thence, being upon the Conti~ 

nent, and a good Company together, bet~cr than I could 

from an lil:1n<l for~y Miles off the Shore, and alone with

out Help: So, after fome Days, I took Friday to work 
again, by way of Difcourfe; and told him, I would 

give him a Boat to go back to his own Nation ; and ac

cordingly I carried him to my Frigate, which lay on the 

other Side of the Hlrnd; and having clear'd it of \Vater 

(for I always kept ic funk in the \Nater) I brought it out, 

fhew'd it him, and \Ve both \Vent into it. 
I found he was a rno!t dexr rous Fellow at managing 

it, would make it go al.nail a• (wife and faft again as f 

could; fo when he was in, I (:.;d to him, \Yel l, now 

Friday, {hall we go to your £\at ion ? He look'd very 

dull at my faying fo, v. bich, it feems, was becaufc he 

thought the Boat too fmail to go fo far : T told him t, rn 

I had a bigger; fo the next D r: y, I went to the Place 

where the firil Boat lay which I had made, but which f 
could 
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I could not get into the Water; he faid that was big 
enough; but then, as { had taken no Care of it, and it 
had lain two or three and twenty Years there> the Sun 
had fplit and dry'd it, that it was in a manner rotten. 
Friday told me, fuch a Boat would do very well, and 
would carry much enough Vittle, Drink, Bread, that was 
his Way of talking . 

Upon the whole, I was by this Time fo fix'd upon my 
Defign of going over with him to the Continent,. that I 
told h1m we would go and make one as big as that, and 
he fhould go home in it. He anfwer'd not one Word, 
but look'd very grave and fad. I a!k.'d him what was 
the Matter with him. He aik'd me again thus, Why you 
ang,y mad q_1;ith Friday ? r..,uhat me done? I afk'd him 
\vhat he meant; I told him I was not angry with him at 
all : No angry! No a11gry ! fays he, repeating the Words 
feveral Times, lVhy fend Friday home aWt?':)' to my Nation? 
Why, faid I, Friday, did you not fay you wifh'd yotJ 
were there? Yes, _yes, fays he, 'l.uijh be both there, 110 rwjh 
Friday the,·e, no l\1ajler there. In a Word, he would not 
think-of going there without me. I go there, Friday! 
faid I: What ibould I do there? He turn'd very quick 
upon me at this; You do great deal much Goad, fays he, 

JOU teach •wild 1'v!ans he Kcod, Jaber, tame l.1ans ; yott tell 
them know God, piay God, and live ne:..o Life. Alas. 
Friday, faid I, thou knowe!l not what thou fayeft; I am 
but an ignorant Man myfelf. Yes, ;·es, fays he, you 
teechee me Good, _.·cu teechee them Good. No, no, Frida)', 
faid I, you !hall go ,vithout me ; leave me here to 
Ii ve by myfelf, a~ i did before. He look'd confus'd 
again at that \Vord, and running to one of the Hatchets 
which he u(ed to wear, he takes ic up hafi:ily, and gives 
it me. v(lh.u mufr I do with this? faid I to him : rent 
take kill Friday, fays he. What muH: I kill you for r 
faid I again. He returns \'ery quick, f/7hat you find 
Friday a=way for? 'lilke kill Friday, no fend Friday 
a'l.vay. This he fpoke fo earneflly, that I faw Tears 
Hand in his Eyes. ln a 'Nord, r fo plainly d1fcover'd 
the utmofl: Affection in him to me, and a firm Refolu
tion in him, that I told him then, and often after, that 
I would never fend him away from me, if he was willing 
to fiay with me. 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, as I found by all his Difcourfe, a 

fettled Affection to me, and that nothing fhould part 

him from me, fo I found all the Foundation of his De

fire to go to his own Country, was laid in his ardent 

Affeaion to the People, and his Hopes of my doing them 

good; a thing, which as l had no Notion of myfelf, 

fo I had not the leaft Thought, or Intention, or Defirc 

of undertaking it: But frill I found a fl:rong Inclination 

to my attempting an Efcape, as above, founded 0,1 the 

Suppofition gathered from the former Difcourfe; rvi:z. 

That there were feventeen bearded Men there; and 

therefore, without any Delay, I went to work with 

Friday, to find out a great Tree proper to fell, and make 

a large Periagua or Canoe, to undertake the Voyage : 

There were Trees enough in the lfland to have built a 

little Fleet, not of Perzaguas and CanoeJ only, but even 

of good large Veffels: But the main thing I looked at, 

was to get one fo near tne \Vater, that \\e might launch 

it when it was made, to avoid the Miftake I committed 

at firfr. 
At laft, Friday pitched upon a Tree ; for I found he 

knew much better than I, what kind of ·wood was fittefl: 

for it; nor can I tell to this Day, what \Vood to call t'lie 

Tree we cut down, except that it was vrry like the Tree 

we call Fzejlick, or between that.and the Nicaragua \\'ood, 

for it was much of the fame Colour and Smell: Friday 

was for burning the hollow or Cavity of. thi~ Tree out, 

to make it into a Boat : But I fhewed him how rather to 

cut it out with Tools, which after I fhew'd him how to 

ufe, he did very handily, and in about a Month's hard La

bour we finifh.'d it, and made it very handfome, efpecially 

when with our ~\xes, which I fhewed him how to handle, 

we cut and hew'd the Outfide into the true Shape of a 

Boat; after this, however, it coil: u5 near a Fortnight's 

Time to get her along, as it were Inch by Inch, upon 

oreat Rollers into the \Vater: But when fhe was in, the 

;ould have carried twenty Men with great E:>.fe. 

When fhe \\':lS in the \ Vater, and tho' fhe was fo big~ 

.it am az'd me to fee with what Dexterity and how {wife 

.my Man Friday could manage her, turn her, and pad

dle her along; fo I a{k'd him if he would, and if \Ve 

might vcriture over in her : rn, ht> faid , h:- ,...Jen:ure (i-wr 
u: 
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in her ,verv ,well, tholl,?;h great blo-1.v !-Vind: However, I had 

a farther Detign tha~ he knew nothing of, and that was 

to make a Mail: and Sail, and to fie her with an Anchor 

and Cable: As to a Mall:, that was eafy enough to get; 

fo I pitch'd upon a. ftrait young Cedar-tree, which I 
fou11d near the Place. and which there was great Plenty 

of in the Hland ; and I fet Friday to work to cut it 
down,. and ga\ e him Directions how to fhape and order 

it : But as to the Sail, that was my particular Care; 

I knew I had ol<l Sails, or rather Pieces of old Sails 

enough; but as I had them now twenty-fix Years by 
me, and had not b~en very careful to preferve them, 

not imagining that I fhould ever have this kind of Ufe 

for them, I did not doubt but they were all rotten; and 

indeed mo!t of them were fo; however, I found two

Pieces which appe;re<l pretty good, and with thefe I 

went to work, and with a great deal of Pains, and auk

ward tediom Stitching uou may be fure) for want of 

Needles, 1 .. t length made a three-corner'd ugly thing, 

like what we call in E11gla11d a Shoulder-of-mutton Sail, to 

go with a Boom at Bottom, and a little fhort Sprit at the 

Top, fuch as ufually o,ur Ships Long-boats fail with, and 

fuch as I bc!l: knew how to manaP-e; becaufe it was fuch 
0 

an one as I ured in the Boat in which I made my Efcape 

from Barha;y, as related in the firfl Part of my Story. 

I was near two Months performing this lafl \Vork; 

'Viz. rigging and fitting my Mall: and Sails; for I finifh'd 

them wry complete, making a fmall Stay, and a Sail or 

F re faii to it, to affi{l-, if we fhould turn to \1/indward; 

a nd , \\ hich was more than all, I fix'd a Rudder to the 

Stern of J,er, to fl:eer with; and tho' I was but a bung

ling Sh ipwti'.2 ht, yet as I knew t11e Ufefulnefs and e,en 

Neceffity of fuch a thing, I app lied myfelf with fo 

much Pains to do it, that at lafl: I brought it to pais, 

tho', confidering the manv dull Contrivances l h.id for 

it that fail 'd, l think it c~!l: me alrnofi: as much L abour 

as making the Boat. 
After all this was done, I had ro y Man Friday to 

teach as to wliat belong'd to the Navigation of my Boat ; 

for tho' he knew very ~well how to paddle the Cm:,e, l.e 

knew nothing wnat helor:g'd to a Sail and a R udder, 

and was the molt arnaz'd when he faw me work the 
Boat 
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Boat to-and-again in the Sea by the Rudder, and ho\-.. the 
Sail gyb'd, and fill'd this Way or that Way, as the Ccurfi! 
we fail'd chang'd; I fay, when he faw this, he Hood 
like one aftonifh'd and amaz'd : However, with a little 

Ure, I made all there things familiar to him, and he be
came an expert Sailor, except that as to the Compars, I 
could make him underftand very little of that : On the 

other hand, as there was very litcle clcrndy Weather, and 
feldom or never any Fogs in thore Parts, there was the 

lefs Occa:fion for a Compafs, feeing the Stars were always 
to be fr,,, L\ J.~ight, and the Shore by Day, except ia 
the rai.1y [ afons; and then nobody cared to Hir abroad, 
eithfr by _:.nd or Sea. 

I wa:, now enter'd on the feven and twentieth Year of 
my Captivity in this Place; though the three laft Years 
th .,t I had this Creature with me, ought rather to be 
left out of the Account, my Habitation being quite of 
another kind than in all the reft of my Time. I kept 
tre .A. nniverfary of my landing here with the fame Thank
folne{s co God for his Mercits as at fir.fl; and if I had fuch 
Caufe of Acknowledgment at firft, 1 had much more fo 

uow,. hav~ng fuch additional Tefiimonies of the Care of 
Providence over me, and the great Hopes I had of beir.g 
effectually and rpeedily deliver'd; for I had an invincible 
Impreffion upon my Thoughts, that my Deliverance was 
at ha1 ', and that I fhould not be another Year in this 
Place: However, I went on with my Hufbandry, diggicg, 
planting, fencing, as ufual ; I gather'd and cur'd my 
Grapes, and did every neceffary thing, as before. 

The rainy Seafon v.1as in the mean Time upon me, 
when I kept more within-doors than at other Times ; 
fo had fiow'd our new V tifel as fecure a: we could, 
lmn!, ing her up into the Creek, where, as 1 foid in 
the b eginning, I landed my Raf:s from the Ship; and 
hali ng her up to the Shore, at high-water Mark, 1 
mad~ my Man Friday dig a little Doc~, jufi big enough 
to hoid h '!r, and juft deep enough to' give her \Yater 

enough tv float in; and then \\.hen t h t:: Tide was out, 
we made a !lrong Dam crofs the End of it, to keep 
the \Vatn out ; and fo foe lay dry, a;, to the Tide, 
from the t,c;i ; and to ~eep the Rain off, we laid a great 
many Boughs of Trees fo thick, that ih~ was as well 

cl1atch'd 
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thatch'd as an Hou re; an<l thus we waited for the Iv1onths 
of iV0•7.1etnber and December, in which I d,di:rn'J to make 

u my Adventur:::. 
When the fe~ led Seafon began to come in, as the 

Thought of my Defign retnrn'd with the fair \,V ~ath.:r, 
I was preparing daily for the Voyage; and the firfl thi:1g 
I did was to lay up a certain OEantity of Provifi.on, being 
the Store for the Voyage; and intended in a V/ eek or a 
Fortnight's Time, to open the Dock, afld launch out ou.r 
Boat: I was bu(v one Morning upon fomcthing of thi~ 
kind, when I cali'<l rnI'ridPJ', and bid him go to the Sea~ 
ihore, and fee if he could find a Tnrtle or Toi toife, a thing 
which we generally got once a \Veek, for the fake of the 
Eggs, as well as the Flefh. Frida;• had not been long gone, 
when he came running back, and flew over my outwr.rd 
\V·1ll, or Fence, like one that felt not the Gr0und, or the 
S eps he fot his Feet on; and before I had Time to f peak 
to him, he cry'd out to 111e, 0 jlfajler ! 0 lvfajl.:r ! 0 Sor
-1·ow ! 0 bad! \Vhat's the Matter, Frida)'? ra d f; 0 yo1ider 
,' '•ere, fays he, o '1", t·wo, tfree Canoe! o;:t, t:wo, tbrce ! By 
this way of fpeak:il'g r concluded ther2 were fix; but 011 
Enquiry I found there were but three. Well Friday, faid 
T, do not be frighted; fo [ he:irten'd him up as well as 
I could: However, I faw the p00r feliow moll: terribly 
fcar'ct; for nothing ran in his Head but that they were 
come to look for him, and would cut him in Pieces, and 
eat him; the poor Fellow trembied fo, that I fcar,:e 
knew wh:!t ·w do with him : I comforted him as well as 
I couid, and cold him 1 was in as much Danger as he, 
and that they would eat me as well as him. But, faid J, 
Frie.by, ,--..w: mu.fl refoh•r. to fight tlmn: Can ;·ou fight, 
Friday ? k[,1 /hoot, fays he, but thert? cov:e many great 
l\·~·,mbcr. 1--:-0 matter for that, faid I again, our Guns 
will fright them that we do not kill. So I a!k'd him, 
'\Vhether, if I refolv'd to defend him, he would defend 
me, and ibnd my me, and do ju!l: as I bade him? He faid,. 
life die, cr.r.;hen you Did d.:e, lvlajler; fo I went and fetch'd 
a goo<l Dr:im of Rum, and gave him; for l hac been fo 
good an Hufband of my Rum, that I h<1d a geat deal !e;t : 
\Vhen he had c.lrank it, I made him take the two Fo wl
ing-pieces which \Ve always carry'd, and load them with 
large Swan f110t as big as fmall Piftol-bullets; then I took 
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four M ufq uets, and loaded them with two Slugs, and five 

fmall Bullets each; and my two Pifi:ols I loaded with a 

Brace of Bullets each: I hung my great Sword, as ufual, 

naked by my Side, and gave Friday his Hatchet. 

vVhen I had thus prepar'd myfelf, I took my Perfpec

tive-glafs, and went up to the Side of the Hill, to fee 

what f could difcover; and I found quickly, by my Glafs, 

that there were on.e and twenty Savages, three PrifoneiS, 

and three Canoes; and that their whole Bufinefs feem'd 

to be the triumphant Banquet upon thefe three human 

Bodies; a barbarous Feaft jndeed, but nothing more than ' 

a:; I had obferv'd was ufoal with them. 
I obferv'd alfo, that they were landed, not where they 

had done when Friday made his Efcape, but nearer to my 

Creek, where the Shore was low, and where a thick 

Wood came clofe almoft down to the Sea: This, with 

the Abhorrence of the inhuman Errand thefe vVretches 

came about, fo fill'd me with Jndignation, that I came 

down again to Friday, and told him, I was refolv'd to go 

down to them, and kill them all; and afk'd him if he 

would ftanJ by me. He was now gotten over his Fright, 

.1nd his Spirits being a little rais'd with the Dram I had 

given him, he \Vas very chearful; and told me, as before, 

k ,u:ould die r..t•lm1 I bid die. 
In this Fit of Fury, I took firfl: and divided the Arms 

which I had ch::rg'd, as before, betw.een us : I gave Fri

day one Piftol to Hick in his Girdle, and three Guns upon 

his Shoulder; and I took one Piftol, and the other three, 

myielf; and in this Pofturc we march'd out; f. took a 

fmall Bottle of Rum in my Pocket, and gave Friday a 

large Bag with more Powder and Bullet; and as to Or

clers, l charg'd him to keep clofe behind me, and not to 

i\ir, !hoot, or do any thing till l bid him; and in the 

meanTime, not to fpeak a \Vord: In thi!: Pofture I fetch'd 

a Compafs to niy Right Hanel of near a Mile, as well to 

get over the C:ee_k as, to get into the \Vocd; fo th.at I 

xni,~ht come within Shot of them before I could be d1fco

ve;'d, which I had fcen by my Glafs it was eafy to do. 

,vbife I was mjkir.g this March, my former Thoughts 

returnino, I began to abate my Refolution; I do not mean, 

th-t l en~ertai~'d .iny Fear of th..:ir Number; for as they 

•;;ere naked, ur.arm'd Wrctch<:s, :tis cenain I w.is foperior 
to 
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to them; nay, though I had been alone: But it occurr'd 
to my Thoughts, what Call, what Occafion, much kfs., 
what Necefiity, I was in to go and dip my Hands in Blood, 
to attack People, who had neither done or intended me any 
Wrong: \Vho as to me, were innocent, and whofe barba
rous Cufl:oms were their own Difafter, being in them a 
Token indeed of God's having left them, with the other 
Nations of that Part of the World, to fuch Stupidity and 
to fuch inhuman Courfes; but did not call me to take up
on me to be a Judge of their Aclions, much lefs an Exe
cutioner of his J uftice; that whenever he thought fit, he 
would take the Caufe into his own Hands, and by natio
nal Vengeance punifh them for national Crimes; but that 
in the mean Time, it was none of my Bufinefs: That it 
was true, Friday might juftify it, becaufe he was a declar'd 
Enemy, and in a State of War with thofe very particular 
People, and it was lawful for him to attack them; but I 
could not fay the fame with refpea to me: Thefe things 
were fo warmly prefs'd upon my Thoughts all the· \Vay 
a., I went, that I refolv'd I would only go place myfelf 
near them, that I might obferve their barbarous Feaft, 
and that I wou1d aB: then as God .fhould direct-; but that 
unlefs fomething offer'd tnat was more a Call to me than 
yet I knew of, 1 would not meddle with them. 

With this Refolution I entered the \,Vood, and with 
all poffihle \Varinefs and Silence (Fridoy following clofe 
at my Heels,) I rnarch'd till I came to the Skin of the 
V/ood, on the Side which ivas next to them; only that 
one Corner of the Wood lay bet ,:een me and them : 
Here I call'd foftly to Frida)', and ·!hewing him a great 
Tree, which \,:as jufl: at the Corner of the .Wood, I bade 
him go to the Tree, and bring me Word if he could fee 
there plainl1; what trey were doing: He did fa, and came 
immediately back to me, and tol<l me they might be plain
ly view'd there; that they were alI about the Fire, eating 
the Flefh of one of their Prifoner;5; and that another lay 
bound upon the Sand, a little from them, whom he faid 
they would kill next, and which fir'd the very Soul within 
me. He told me, it \Vas not one of their 1 ration, but one of 
the bearded i\tleu \-. hom he had told me of, who came to 
their CoLrntry in the Boat. I was fill'd \\ith Horror at the 
~ery naming the white.bearded I\'Ian, and, gc.,ing to the 
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Tree, I faw plainly, hy my Ci;;(~, a \vhite ~.]an, whn fay 

upon the Beach of the ~ea. with },i~ llanjs and hi'i Feet 

t) 'd with Flags, or things li;,:e Ru!he5; and ~ha~ he was 

.an liurol'ean, and had Clothe:; on 
There was another Tree, and a little Thicket beyond 

it, about fiftv Yards nearer to them than the Place where 

J was,,. Lich. by goir.g a little \Vay about, I faw I might 

come at undifcover'd, and that then I ihould be within 

half S,,ot of them; fo I with-held my Paffion, tho' I was 

indeed enrag'J ro the higheil Degree; and going back a

bout twenty Paces, I got behind fome Bu!bes, ,vhich held 

all the Vlay ~1:1 l came to the other Tree, and then I came 

to u li:tle rif:nQ" Ground, which tave me a full View of 

them, at the Di(hrnce of about eighty Yards. 

l c,;.<l now net a 1\foment to lo:e; for nineteen of the 

dreadful \Vretches, fat upon the Ground all clu[e huddled 

together, and had jufl {ent the other two to butcher the 

poor Chrijlian, and bring him. perhaps Limb by Limb, to 

their Fire; ar.d they were fl:oop'd down to untie the Band:i 

at his Feet. I turn'd to Friday; Now, Frida;', faid I, do 

as ibid thee. Friday faid., he would. Then, Frida;•, faid I, 

do exacll )' as you fee me do; fail in nothing. Sol fet down 

cne c·f the Mufquets and the Fowling-piece upon the 

Gr< uncl, andFrzda;' did the like by his; an.::l with the other 

ivlufqoet I took my Aim at the Savages, bidding him do 

the like. Then afking him if he was ready, he faid, Yes. 

Then fire at them, faid I; and the fameMoment I fir'd alfo. 

Friday took his Aim fo much better than I, that on 

the Side that he fhot, he kill'd two of them, and wound

ed three more; and on my Side, I kiil'd.one, and wound

ed two. They were, you may be fore, in a dreadful 

Confl:ernation; and all of 'em, who were not hurt, jump'd 

up upon their feet immediately, but did not know which 

\Vay to run, or which \Vay to look ; for they knew not 

from whence their Deil:ruftion cam~. Friday kept his 

Eyes clofc upon me, that. as I had bid him, he might oh

ferve what I did ; fo as foon as the fide Shot was made, 

I threw down the Piece, ar,d tqok up the Fowling-piece, 

and Frida)' did the like; he fees me cock, and prefent; 

he did the fame again. Are you ready, Frida;•.? faid I. Yes, 

fays he. Let fly then, [aid I, in the Name of God; and 

with that I fir'd again among the amaz'd \Vretches, and 
fo 
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fo did Friday; and as our Pieces were now leaden \\iith 
what I call'd Swan-iliot, or fmall Piftol Bullets, we found 
only two drop; but fo many were wounded, that they 
ran about yelling and [creaming like mad Creatures, all 
bloody and miferably wounded, moft of them; whereof 
three more fell quickly after, though not quite dead. 

Now, Friday, faid J, laying down the difcharg'd Pieces, 
and taking up the Mufquet, which was yet loaden, Follow 
me, faid I; which he did, with a deal of Courage; upon 
which I rufh'd out of the Wood, and fhe.,,v'd myfelf, and 
Friday clofe at my Foot: As foon as I perceiv'd they faw 
me, 1 fhouted as loud as I could, and bade Frido.y do fo 
too; and running as fafl as I could, ru.ihich hy the way •was not 
rvery fajl, heing loaded ci1 • .Jith Arms as I cwa.r, I made direa.ly 
towards the poor Vicl:im, who was, as I faid, lying up6n 
the Beach, or Shore, between the Place where they fat and 
the Sea; the two Butchers, who were jufl going to work 
with him, had left him, at the Surprife of our firil Fire, 
;rnd fled in a terrible Fright to the Sea-fide, and had 
jump'd into a Canoe, and three more of the reft made the 
fame Way: I turn'd to Frida;•, and bade him fiep forwards, 
and fire at them ; he □ !idc.rllood me immediately, and 
running about forcy Yards to be near them, he f110t at 
them, and I thought he had kill'd them all ; for I faw 
them all fall on an Heap into the Boat; though I faw 
two of them up again quickly; However, he kill'd two 
of them, and wounded the third, fo that he lay down in 
the Bottom of the Boat, as if he had been dead. 

·\Vhile my Man Friday fir'd at them, I pull'd out my 
Knife, and cut the Flags that bound the poor Vic11m; 
and loofing his Hands and Feet, I lifted him up, arid 
alk.'d him in the f¼rtuguefi Tongue, what he was ? He 
an[wer'd in Latin. 'Ctirij!ianu.r ; but was fo weak and 
faint, that he could fcarce Hand, or {peak ; 1 took my 
Bottle out of n~y Pocket, and gave it him, making Signs 
th_at he fhould drink, which he did ; and I gave h;m a 
Piece of Bread, which he e:1t; then r alk.'d him, what 
Countryman he was? And he faid, Efpagur;/e; and, being 
a little recover'd, let me know, by all the Signs he coitld 
poffibly make, how much he was in my Debt for his 
Deliverance: S·ignic,r, faid I, with as much S/,a11ijh as I 
could make up, we will talk afcen,:ir\,s, but we mu i1: 
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fight now: If you have any Strength left, take this Piftol 

and Sword, and lay abo,ut you: He took them very thank

fully, and no fooner had he the Arms in his Hands, but 

as if they had put new Vigour into him, he flew upon his 

Murderers like a Fury, and had cut two of them in Pieces 

in an Infcant; for the Truth is, as the whole was a Sur

prife to them, fo the poor Creatures were fo much frighted 

with the Noife of our Pieces, that they fell down for mere 

Amazement and Fear, and had no more Power to attempt 

their own Efcape, than their Fldh had to refift our Shot; 

and that was the Cafe of thofe five that Frida)' {hot in the 

Boat; for as three of them fell with the Hurt they re

ceiv'd, fo the other two fell with the Fright. 

I kept my Piece in my Hand ftill, without firing, being 

willing to keep my Charge ready, becau(e I had given the 

Spaniard my Pifiol and Sword; fo I call'd to Frida_v, and 

bade him run up to the Tree from whence we firil fir'd, 

and fetch the Arms which lay there, that had been dif

charg'd, which he did with great Swiftnefs; and then 

giving him my Mu(quet, I fat clown myfelf to load all the 

rdt again, and bade them come to me when they wanted: 

'While I was loading thefe Pieces, there happen'd a fierce 

Engagement between the Spaniard and one of the Savages, 

who .made at him with one of their great wooden Swords, 

the fame Weapon that was to have kill'd him before, if I 

had not prevented it: The Spaniard, who was as bold a1,1d 

.is brave as could be imagin'd, tho' weak, had fought this 

l:rdian a good while, and had cut him two great '\,Vounds 

on hisHead; but the Savage, being a ftout lufly Fellow, 

clofi og in with him, had thrown him down (being faint) 

2nd was wringing my Sword out of his Hand, when the 

Spcmiard, tho' undcrmoft, \.\:ifely quitting his Sword, drew 

the Pifiol from his Girdle, !hot the Savage through the 

Body, and kill'd h,m upon the Spot, before I, who wa3 

rnnning to help, could come near him. 
Friday, being now left at his Liberty, purfo'd the flying 

\Vretches with no Weapon in his Hand but his Hatchet; 

and with that he difpatch'd thofe three, who, as I faid 

before, were wounded at firfl: and fallen, and all the re1l: 

. he could come up with;· and the Spaniard coming to 

me for a Gun, I gave him one of the Fowling pieces, 

with which he purfu'd two of the Sa•:ag~s, and wounded 
them 
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tbem both; but as he was not able to run, they both got 

from him into the Wood, where Friday purfu'd them, 

and kill'd one of them; but the other was too nimble for 
him; and tho' he was wounded, yet he plung'd into the 

Sea, and fwam with all his Might off to thofe who were 

left in the Canoe, which three in the Canoe, with one 

wounded who we know not whether he dy'd or no, were 

all that efcap'd our Hands of one and twenty. The Ac• 

count of the reft is as follows; 

3 Kill'd at our Shot from the Tree. 
2 Kill'd at the next Shot. 
2 Kill'd by Frida;• in the Boat • 
.2 Kill'd by Ditto, of thofe at firfi wounded. 
1 Kill'd by Ditto, in the Wood. 
3 Kill'd by the Spaniard. 
4 KilPd, being found dropt here and there of their 

\1/ouncls, or kill'd by Friday in his Chace of them. 

4 Efcap'd in the Boat, whereof one wounded, if not 
dead. 

• , 21 In all. 

'fhofe that were in the Canot, work'd hard to get ouf 
of Gun-fhot; and tho' Friday made two or three Shot 
at them, I did not find that he hit any of them: Friday 

would fain have had me take one of their Canoes, and 

rurfue them; and indeed I was very anxious about their 

Efcape, left carrying the News home to their People, 

th ·y {hould come back, perhaps, with two or three 

hundred of their Canoes, and devour us by mere Mul
ti tudes ; fo I confented to purfue them by Sea; and 

ru1: ning to one of their Canoes, I jump'd in, and bade 

Friday follow me; but when I was in the Canoe, I was 
forpr1s'd to f nd another poor Creature lie there alive, 

bollnd Hand and Foot, as the Spaniard was, for the 

Slaughter, and almofl: dead with Fe~r, not knowing 

what the Matter was; for he had not been ab]e to look 

up over the Side of the Boat, he was tied fo hard Neck 

nnd Heels, and had been tied fo long, that he had really 
little Life in him. 
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J immediately cut the twifted Flags, or Ru!hes, which 
they had bound him with, and would have help'd him 
11 p; but he could not fta nd, -or fpeak, but o-roan 'd moft 
pi•eod1y, believing, it feems ftill, that he ~as only un
bound in order ~o be kill'd. 

When Frido.y came to him, I bade him fpeak to him, . 
and tell him of his Deliverance; and pulling out my Bot
tle, made him give the poor Wretch a Dram, which, with 
the News of his being deliver'd, reviv'd him, and he fat 
up in the Boat; but when Friday came to hear him fpeak, 
and look'd in his Face, jt would have moved any one to 
Tears, to nave feen how Friday kifa'd hjm, ernbrac'a 
him, hugg'd him, cry'd, laugh'd, halloo'd, jomp'd 
about, danc'd, fung, then cry'd again, wrung his Hand£, 
beat his own Face and Head, and then fung and jump'd 
about again, like a diflrafled Creature: 1 t was a good 
,vhile, before I could make him fpeak to me, or tell me 
what v. as the Matter, but when he came a little to him
felf, he told me, that it was his Father. 

It was not eafy for me to exprefs how it mov'd mt, to 
fee what Ecftafy and filial Affetlion had work'd in this 
poor Savage, at the Sight of his Father, and of his being 
tleliver'd from Death; nor indeed can I defcribe half the 
Extravagancies of his Affetlion after this; for he went 
into the ~Boat and out of the Boat a great many Times: 
'Wren h:: went in to him, he would fit down by him, open 
h"s Dre:ift, and hold his Father's Head clofe to his Borom, 
J1:il r· ~m Hour togdhcr, tu nouriih_it: Thrn he toc,k his 
Arms and An klcs, which ~,·ere nu m b'd a od fijff with th:t 

.Bir.ding, and chafrd and rubbed them with his II ands; 
:ind I, perceivi1 g what the Cafe was, give him fome 
Rum out cf my Bottle to rub them with, \vhich did 
t ~i em a gre;it deal of Good. 

This Aflion put an End to our Purfuit of the Canoe 
with the c,ther Savages, who were now gotten almoll: 
cut of Sight; and it \\.as happy for us, that we did not; 
for it blew fo harcl within two Hours after, c.nd b:::f..,re 
th ey could be gotten a ~1arter of their \Vay, and ~onti
nuF'd blo\~ing fn hard all Night, and that from the Nort~
weft, v,nich \Va s againf1 them, th~t I could not foppoic 
their Bont could ln•e, 0I tha they ever rea::h'd to their 
own c.,~ fl. 

But 
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But to return to Fritlay; he was fo bufy about his Father, 

that I could not find in my Heait to take him off for forn~ 
Time: But after I thought I could leave him a little, I call 
eJ him to me, and he came jumping and laugh1ng, and 
pleas'<l to the higheft Extreme. Then I afk'd him, if he 
had given his Father any Bread? He !hook his Head, and 
faid, None: Ugly Dog eat all up Jelf. So I gave him a Calm 
of B1 ead OLlt of a little Pouch I carry'd on Purpofe; I a1fo 
gave him a Dram for himfelf, but he would not tafte it, but. 
carried it to his Father: I had in my Pocket alfo two or 
three Bunches of my Raifins, fo I gave him a Handful of 
them for his Father. He had no fooner given his Father, 
thefe R:iifins, but I faw him come out of the Boat and . . 
run away as if he had been bewitch'd. He ran at fuch a 
Rate (for he was the fwiftell: Fellow of his Feet that ever I 
faw) I fay, he ran atfuch a Rate, that he was out ofSight, 
as it were in a Infi:ant; and tho' I call'd and holloo'd 
too after him, it was all one; away he went, and in a 
~arter of an Hour I faw him come back again, tho' not 
fo fail as he went; and as he came nearer, I found his Pace 
was flacker, becaufe he had fomething in his Hand. 

\Vhen he came up to me, I found he had been quite 
Horne for an earthen Jug, or Pot, to bring his Father 
fome frefh Water; and that he had got two more Cakes 
(.)r Loaves of Bread. The Bread he gave me, but the 
Water he carry'd to his Father: However, as I wa:i very 
thiri1y too, I took a little Sup of it: This Water reviv'd 
his Father more than all the Rum or Spirits I had given • 
him; for he was jufi: fainting with Thirfi:. 

\Vhen his Father had drank, I call'd him to know if 
there was any Water left; he faid, Yes; and I bade him 
give it to the poor Spaniard, who was in as much Want 
of it a~ his Father; and I fent one of the Cakes, that 
Fruiay brought, to the Spaniard, too, who was indeed 
\ ery weak, and was repofing himfelf upon a green Place, 
under the Shade of a Tree, and whofe Limbs were alfo 
very fliff, and very much fwell'd with the rude Bandage he 
had been ty'd with: When I faw that upon Friday's com 0 

ing to him with the Water, he fat up and drank, and took 
the Bread, and began to eat, I went to him, and gave him 
an Handful of Raifins; he look'd up in my Face with 
all the Tokens of Gratitude and Thankfolnefs that could 
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appear in any Countenance; but was fo weak, notwith

ftanding he had fo exerted himfelf in the Fight, that he 
could not fiand up r;pon his Feet; he tried to do it two 

or three Times, but was really not able, his Ankles were· 

fo fweli'd and fo painful t) him ; fo I bade him fit Hill, 

and caus'd Frid~!)' to rub his Ankles, and bathe them with 

Rum, as he had done h;s Father'~. 
· l obferv'd the poor affectionate Creature every two Mi

nutes, or perhaps lefs, all the while he was here, turn'd 

his Head about, to fee if his Father was in the fame Place 

and Pofl:ure as he 1eft him fitting; and at laft he found he 

was not to be fo, n; at which he ftarted up, and without 

fpeaking a \Yo~d, ·flew \\ith that Swiftnefs to him, that 

one could ft.arce perceive his Feet to touch the Ground 

as he went: But when he came, he only found he had 

laid himfelf down to ea(e his Limbs: So Friday came back 

to me prefently, and I then fpoke to the ~paniat·d to let 

Friday help him up, if he could, and lead him to the Boat, 

and then he fhould carry him to our Dv.relling, where I 

would take care of him: But Friday, a lulty young Fel

low, took the Spaniard quite up upon his Back, and car

ried him away to the Boat, and fet him down foftly upon 

the Side or G unne1 of the Canoe, with his Feet in the In

:fide of it, and then lifted them quite in, and fet him clofe 

to his Father, and prefently ftepping out again, launch 'd 

the I3o:it off, and paddled it along the Shore fafler than 

I could walk, tho' the Wind blew pretty hard too; fo he 

brought chem both fafe into our Creek; and leaving them 

in the Boat, runs away to fetch the other Canoe: As he 

pafs:d me, I fpoke to him~ and afk'd him, whither he 

w'ent? He told me, Go, fitch more Boat; fo away he 

we,H, like the ¥/ind; for fore never Man or Horle ran 

like him, and he had the other Canoe in the Creek, almofl: 

as foon as I i:rot to it by Land; fo he wafted me over, anu 

tfien \\'en t t~ helo our new Guefls out of the Boat, i, hich 

he di:.!; but they were neither of them able to walk; fo 

that pe,or FriduJ' knew not what to do. 

To remedy this, I we:1t to work in my Thought, ar.d 

cr.lling to Fr:da_y to b1d them fit down on the Ba!lk 

\ 1.hile he came to me, I fcon rna·k a ki .. d of Hand

barrow to l~y the.m on, ar.d F11day nnrl I carried them 

u'p both together upon it bet,vcen us: But when we gut 
thc:m 
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them to the Outfi.de of our \.Vall or Fortification, we· 
were at a worfe Lofs than before; for it was impoHible· 
to get them over; and I was refolv'd not to break it 
down: So I fet to work again; and Friday a.nd I, in about 
two Hours Time, made a very handfome Tent, CO\'cr'd 
with old Sails, and above that with Boughs of Trees,• 
being in the Space without our outward Fence, and be
tween that and the Grove of young Wood which I had1 

planted·: And here we made two Beds of fuch things as I 
had; <Vix. of good Rice-firaw, with Blankets laid upon 
it to lie on, and another to cover them on each Bed. 

My Ifland was now peopled, and I thought myfelf' 
very rich in Suhjefts; and it was a merry Reflection· 
which I frequently made, how like a King I look'd: 
Firft of all the whole Country was my own mere Pro~· 
perty; fo that I had an undoubted Right of Dominiono· 
2dly, My People were perfeftly fubjecled: I was abfo
luce Lord and Lawgiver; they aB ow'd their Lives tO' 
me, and were ready to lay down their Lives, if there had 
bun Occajion for it, for me: It was remarkable too, I had 
but three Subjecls, and they were of three different Re-

, ligions. My Man Friday wa-s a Proteftant; his Father a 
Pagan and a Cani6al; and the Spaniard was a Papijl ;' 
Howe"er, I allow'd Liberty of Confcience throughout
my Dominions: But this by the way. 

As foon as I had fecur'd my two weak refcu'd Prifon-· 
ers, and given them Shelter, and a Place to refl: them 
upon, I began to think of making fome Provifion for them;: 
And the firft thing J did, l order'd Friday to take a year-
ling Goat, betwixt a Kid and a Goat, out of my parti
cular Flock, to be kill'd: Then I cut off the hinder ~ar
ter, and, chopping it into fmall Pieces, I fet Friday to' 
w?rk, to boiling and ftewing, and made them a very goocl 
Ddh, l affore you, of Flefh and Broth; having put fame· 
Barley and Rice alfo, into the Broth; and as I cook'd ic 
without Doors (for I made no Fire within my inner Wall)'. 
fo I carried it all into the new Tent; and havino- fet :i 

b 

Table there for them, I fat down and eat my Dinner alfo• 
with them; and, as well as I could; chear'd them ,'.nd en
e~uraged them, 1:r:'day being my Interpreter, efpecially to 

h1 s Father, and rn<leed to the Spania,·d too; for the Sp~i--· 
niard fpoke the Language of the Swvages pretty we:1. 

K6., After: 
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After we had din'd, or r2thcr fupp'd, I order'd F1i,i11_y 
to take one ~f the Cm,cn, c:nd go ar.d ft:ch our Murquus 
c1nd other Fire· arr:-.s, which for \T.'ant of Time we had 
left upon the Place of Battle; and the ne:x t Day I order'd 
h;m to go and bury the dead Bodies of the Savages, which 
lay open to the Sun, and would prefrntly be offenfive; 
and I a](o order'd him 10 bu1 y the horrid Remains of 
their barbarous Feafi, which 1 knew \\ere pretty much, 
and which I could not think of doing myfelf; nay, I 
c.ould not bear to fee them, if I v.ent that \Vay: All 
nhich he punctually prrform'd, and defac'd the \'ery Ap· 
pearance of the Sa-1.•ages being tht.re; fo that when I went 
c1gain, 1 could fcarce know\\ here it was, otherwife t~an 
by the Corner of the \Vood pointing to the Place-. 

I then be2"an to enter into a little Converfation with 
my two new..,Subjecl.s; and .fidl I fet Fnda_y to enquire of 
his Father, what he thoLJght of the Efcape of the Sa,..,.;age1 
.in that Canoe, and whether he might exrccl a Return of 
them with a Po\\er too r_rrec1t fer us to ref.fl:? His .firilO
pinion was, thar the Sr.·;._;agr.s in the Boat never could live 
out the StGrm, which blew that Night they went off, but 
mufi of Neceffity be drO\vn'd or driven South to tl1ofe 
other Shcres, where thev were as fore to be devour'd, as 
they were to be drO\\n'd if t1ey \,\:ere caft away; hut as 
to what they would do if they came fafe on Shore, he 
faid, he knew not; but it w:is his Opinion, that they were 
fo dreadfully frigr •ed with the l\,J nner of being attack'J, 
the Noife, and the Fire, that he belie\ 'd t~ey would tell 
their People they were all ki1}'d by Th.weer and Light
ning, and not by the Hand uf Man; and that the two 
which appear'd (c._h;. Friday and ]) were two heavenly 
Spiri.s or fories come down to defhoy them, and not Men 
with \Ve:1pons. This, he faid, he knew, becaufe he heard 
rr em ai1 cry out fo in their Language to one another ; 
for it was impo:l1ib]e to them, to conceive that a Man 
fhould dart Fue, and fpeak Thunder, and kill at a Dif
·ance, without lifting up the Hand, as \\as done now. 
And thisoid Savane was in the r12ht, for, as I underfl:ood .:-, ~ 

fin ce by other Ha~d •, the Sa, ages of that P2rt never at-
temped to go ovti to ·he Jfland afterwards. ~They were 
fo terrify'd \vith ti1e Accounts given by thofe four Men 
\ .. 1 it frem:. :he.> .iJd .. fcape the Sea) that th~y believ'd, 
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whoever went to that inchanted Hland, would be deflroy
cd with Fire from the Gods. 

This, however, I knew not, and therefore was under 
continual Apprehenfions for a good while, and kept al
ways upon my Gu:ird, I and all my Army; for as we 
\\ere now four of us, 1 would have ventured upon an hun
dred of them fairly in the open Field at any Time. 

In a little Time however, no more Canoes appearing, 
the Fear of their coming wore off, and I began to take 
my former Thoughts of a Voyage to the Main into Con
fideration, being likcwifc a!fJr'd by Friday's Father, that 
1 might depend upon good lJ1·age from their Nation on 
his Account, if I would go. 

E~t my Thoughts were a little fofpended, when I had 
a ferious Difcourfe with the Spaniard, and when I un
dnil:ood, that there were fixre.en more uf his Country
men and Po··tu;;uefe, who having bce11 caft away, and 
made their Efcape to th:it Side, liv'J rhere at Peace in
deed with the Savages, but were very fore put to it for 
Neceffaries, and indeed for Life: I afk'd him all the Par
ticulars of their Voyage, and found they were a Spanifh 
Ship, bound from the Rio de la Plata, to the Ravanna, 

being direfted to leave their Loading there, which wa-s 
chiefly Hides and Silver, and to bring back what Euro• 
pean Goods they could meet with there; that they had 
Jive Portuluefe Seamen on board, whom they took 01.1t cf 
another W reek; that five of their own Men were drown'd 
when firH: the Ship was loft; and that thefe efcap'd thro·, 
infinite Dangers and Hazards, and arriv'd almoft fi:arv'd 
on the Canihal Coan:, where they expeB:eJ to have been 
devour'd every Moment. 

He told me, they had fome Arms with them, but they 
were perfectly ufelefs, for that they had neither Powder 
or Ball, the Wafhiog of the Sea having fpoil'<l all their 
"Powder, but a little which they ufed at their firft Land
ing to provide themfelves fome Food. 

I afk'd him what he thought would become of them 
there; and if they had form 'd no Defign of making any 
Efcape? He faid, they had many Confultations about it; 
but that having neither Veficl, nor Tools to build one, 
or Provifions of any Kind, their Counfels always ei:ided 
in Tears and Defpa.ir. 

l . I a!k'd 
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I aJk'd him how he thought they would receive a Pro• 

pofal from me, which might tend towards an Efcape; and 
whether, if they were all h~re, it might not be e1one? I 
told him \Vith Freedom, I fear'd moiUy their Treachery 
and ill Ufage of me, if I put my Life in their Hands; 
for that Gratitude was no inherent Virtue in the Nature 
of Man; nor did l'v1en always fquare their Dealings by 
the Obligations they had receiv'd, fo much as they did 
by the Advantages they expected : I told him, it would 
be very hard, that I fhould be the Inftrument of their De
liverance, and that they fhou-ld afterwards make me their 
Prifoner in New Spain, where an E11glifhman was certain 
to be made a Sacrifice, what Necefficy, or what Accident 
foever, brought him thither : And that I had rather be 
<leliver'd up to the Savages, and be devour'd alive, than·_ 
fall into the mercilefs Claws of the Priefts, and be carried 
into the JJ1quijiti'on. I added, that otherwife I was perfuad
ed, if they were all here, we might, with fo many Hands, 
build a Bark large enough to carry us all away either to the 
Brajils Southward, or to the lflands or Spanifh Coaft North
ward : But that if in Requital they fhould, when I had 
put \Veapons into their Hands, carry me by Force among· 
their own People, I might be ill us'd for my Kindnefs to 
them, and make my Cafe worfe than it was before. 

He anfwer'd with a great deal of Candour and Ingenui
ty, that their Condition was fo rniferable, and they were 
fo fenfible of it, that he believ'd they would abhor the 
Thought of ufing any Man unkindly that !hould contri
bute to their Deiiverance; and that, if I pleas'd, he would 
go to them ~ith the old Man, and difcourfe with them 
about it, and return again, and bring me their Anfwer: 
That he would make Conditions \vi th them upon their 
folemn Oath, that they \Vould be abfolutely under my 
Leading, as their Commander and Captain; a·nd that they 
ihould {wear upon the Holy Sacraments and Gof pel, to be 
true to me, and to go to fud Chriftian Country as I fhould 
:\gree to, and no other; and to be direeted wholly and ab
folutely -by my Orders, till they \Vere landed fafely in foch 
Country as I intended; and that he would bring a Contract 
from them under their H nds for that Purpofe. 

Then he told me, he v.ould firft [wear to me himfelf, 
that he would nev-er ftir from me as ·long as he liv'd, till 
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I.ga·ve him Order; and that he would take my Side to 
the laft Drop of Blood, if there fhould happen the leaft 

Bre .. 1ch of Faith among his Countrymen. 

He told me, they were all of them very civil honeft 

I\1en, and they were under the greatefr Diilrefs imagin

able, ha"ing neither Weapons or Clothes, nor any Food, 

but at the Mercy and Difcretion of the Sa<vages; out of 

all Hopes of ever returning to their own Country; and 

that he was fore, if I would undertake their Relief, they 

would live and die by me. 
U pan thefe Affurances, I refolv'd to venture to relieve 

them, if poffible, and to fend the old Sa<Vage and this Spa

niard over to them to treat: But when he had gotten all 

things in Readinefs to go, the Spaniard hirnfelf ftarted an 

Objection, which had fo much Prudence in it on one 

hand, and fo much Sincerity on the other hand, that 

I could not but be very well fatisfied in it; and, by his 

Advice, put off the Deliverance of his Comrades for at 

leaft half a Year. The Cafe was thus: 

He had been with us now about a Month; during 

which Time I had let him fee in what Manner I had 

provided, with the Affiftance of Providence, for my Sup

port; and he faw evidently what Stock of Corn and Rice 

I had lain up; which, as it was more than fufficient for 

myfelf, fo it was not fufficient, at leaft, without gooJ 

Hufbandry, for my Family, now it was increas'd to Num

ber four : But much lefs would it be fufficient, if his 

Countrymen, who were, as he faid, fourteen frill alive, 

fnould ccme over; and leaft of all would it be fufficient 

to vicl:ua 1 our Ve!fel, if we fhould build one, for a Voyage 

to any of the Chriilian Colonies of .America. So he told 

me, he thought it would be more advifeable, to let him · 

and the other two dig and cultivate fome more· Land, as 

much as I could fpare Seed to fow; and that we lhould 

wait another Har,;efl:, that we might have a Supply of 

Corn for his Countrymen when they lhould come; for 

\Vant might be a Temptation to them to difagree, or not 

to think themfelves deliver'd, otherwife than out of one 

Difficulty into <'.llOther: You know, fays he, the Children 

of lfrael, tho' they rejoiced at firft at their being d,.:i

ver'd out of Egypt, yet 1eb.!1led even againf't God himfelf, 
that 

5 
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that deliver'd them, when they came to want Bread i1l the \Vildernefs. 

His Caution \Vas fo feafonab:e, and his Ad\1ice fo good, 
that I could not but be very \vell pleas 'd with his Propo
fal, as well as I was facisfy'J with his Fidelity: So· we fe:{ 
to digging all four of us, as well as the wooden Tools 
we were furnilh'd with permitted; and in about a Month's 
Time, by the End of which it was Seed Time, we had 
gotten as much Land cur'd and rrimm 'd up as we fow'd 
twenty-two Bulhels of Barley on, and fixreen Jars of Rice, 
which was, in fhort, all the Seed we had to fpare ; nor 
indeed did we leave ourfelves Barley fuffi..:1ent for our own 
Food for the fix l\,Io:-ith5 that we had to expect our Crop, 
th..t i5 to fay, reckoning from the Tin~e we fet our Seed 
afide for fowing; for it is not to be foppofed i: i~ ti;-.; 
Months in the Ground in rhar Countrv. 

Having now Society enough, and our Xombe:- bdng 
fufficient to put ns out or .F:ar of the S,,vages, if they had 
come, unlefs their rumber had been very great, we went 
freely alJ over the Hland, where-ever we found Occafion; 
and as here we had our Efcape or Deli verance upon our 
Thoughts, it was impoilible, at leafi for me, to have the 
Mt:ans of it out of mine; to this Purpofe, l mark'd out 
feveral Trees, which I thought fit for cur \Vork, and I fet 
Frida:Y and his Father to cutting them down; and then J 
caus'd the Spadard, to whom I imparted my Tho11ghts 
on that Affair, to overiee and dirc8: their \\'ork: I fhew'd 
them with what indefatigable Pain~ I had hew'd a large 
Tree into fingle Planks, and I caas'd them co do the like 
till they had made about a dozen large Planks of good 
Oak, near two Feet broad, th irty.five Feet long, and from 
two r nches to four Inches thick: \Vhat prodigious Labour 
it took up, any one may imagine. 

At the fame Timer contriv:d to increafe my little Flock 
of tame Goats as much as I could; and to this Purpofe I 
made Friday and the Spa11inrd go out one Day, and my
felf, with Friday, the next Day, for we took on.- Turns : 
And by this Means we got about twenty young Kids to 
breed up \vith the re!c; for whenever we ihot the Dam, 
we fav:d the Kids, and added them to our Flock: Bi.;e 
above all, the Seafo'l fo: cu_ing the Grapes coming on, I 
caus'd fuch a prodigioJ~ ~antity to be hung up in the 
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Sun, that I believe, had we been at Alicant, where the 
Raifins of the Sun are cur'd, we fhould have fill'd fixty' 
or eighty Barrels; and thefe, with our Bread, was a great . 
Part of our Food, and very good living too, I affore you; 
for it is an exceeding nourifhing Food. 

It was now Harveft, and cur Crop in good Order; it 
was not the moft plentiful [rcreafe I had feen in the Ifland, 
but, however, it was enough to anfwer our End; for from 
twenty-two Bufhels of Barley we brought in and threfh'd 
out above two hundred and twenty Bufhels, and the like 
in Proportion of the Rice, which· was Store enough for 
our Food to che next Harvell:, tho' all the fixteen Spani
ards had been on Share with me; or, if we had been rea
dy for a Voyage, it would very plentifully have vicluall'd 
our Ship, to have carry'd us to any Part of the World, 
that is to fay, of America. When he had thus hous'd and 
fecur'd our-Magazine of Corn, we fell to work to make 
more Wicker-work; ruiz.. great Bafkets, in which we 
kept it; and the Spaniard was very handy and dextrous 
at this Part, and often blam'd me, that I did not make 
fome things for Defence, of this Kind of Work; but I 
faw no Need of it: And now having a full Supply of 
Food for all the Guefts expected, I gave the Spaniard 
Leave to go over to the Main, to fee what he could do 
with thofe he left behind him there: I gave him a firia 
Charge in writing not to bring any Man with him, who 
¥:ould not firil f wear in the Preftnce of himfelf and of 
the old Savage, that he would no Way injure, fight with, 
or attack the Perfon he fhould find in the Hland, who was 
fo kicd to fend for them in order to their Deliverance; 
but that they would ftand by and defend him againft all 
fuch Attempts; and where-ever they went, would be en.: 
tirely under, and fubjetled to his Command ; and that 
this fhould be put in \Vriting, and fign'd with their 
Hands: How we were to have this done, when I knew 
they had neither Pen or Ink, that indeed, was a ~ef
tion \\hich we never afk'd. 

Under thefe I nHrutlions, the Spaniard, and the old 
Savage (the Father of Friday) went away in one of the 
CanccJ, which they might be faid to come in, or rather 
were brought in, when they came as Prifoners to be de. 
·cured by the Sav;;ges, -

I oave 
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2 34 The L I F E and A D v E N T u R E ~ of 
I gave each of them a Mufquet with a Firelock on it, 

and about eight Charges of Powder and Bal1, charging 
them to be very good Hu.fhands of both, and not to ufe 
either of them but upon urgent Occafion. 

This was a chearful Work, being the firft l\.1eafures 
us'd by me in View of my Deliverance for now a7 Years 
and fome Days; I gave them Provifions of Bread, and of 
dry'd Grapes, fufficient for themfelves for many Days, and 
fufficient fortheir Countrymen for about eight Days Time; 
and wifi1ing them a good Voyage, I let them go, agree
ing with them about a Signal they !hould hang out at their 
Return, by which I !hould know them again, when they 
came back, at a Diftance, before they came on Shore. 

They went away with a fair Gale on the Day that the 
Moon was -at the Full; by my Account in the Month of 
Oaober; but as for the exact Reckoning of Days, after I 
had once loft it, I could never recover it again; nor had 
I kept even the Number of Years fo punctually, as to be 
fore that 1 was right, though, as it prov'd, when I after~ 
wards exarnin'd my Account, I found I had kept a true 
Reckoning of Years. 

It was no lefs than eight Days I waited for them, when 
a. fl:range and unforefeen Accident interven'd, of which 
the like has not, perhaps, been heard of in Hiftory. I 
was faft a:ileep in my Hutch one Morning, when my Man 
Friday came running in to me, and call'd aloud, .l'Vl.ajler~ 
1'1ajier, they are come, they are come. 

I jump'd up, and, regardlefs of Danger, I went. out 
as foon as I could get my Clothes on, through my little 
Grove, which, (by the \vay) was by this Time grown to 
be a very thick W.ood: I fay, regardlefs of Danger, I 
went without my Arms, which was ~ot my Cuftom to do; 
but I was furpris'd, when turning my Eyes to the Sea, T 
prefently faw a Boat at about a League and an half',., 
Di!lance, fianding in for the Shore, with a Shoulder-~{~ 

' mutton Sail, as they call it, and the V:ind blowing pretty 
fair to bring them in: Alfo I obfrrv'd prefently, that thcy
idid not come from that Side which the Shore lay on, but 
from the Southermofl: End of the lfhnd; Upon this I 
.called Friday in, and hid him lie clofe, for thefe were not 
the People we look'd for~ and that we did net know yet 
whether they wer.e Friends or Enet'lies. 
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In the next Place, I went in to fetch my Perfpe&ive

glafs, to fee what I could . make of them; and having 

taken the Ladder out, I climb'd up to the Top of the 

Hill, as I us'd to do when I was apprehenfive of any 

thing, and to take my View the plainer without being 

difcover'd. . 

I had fcarce fet my Foot on the Hill, when my Eye 

p!ainly difcover'd a Ship lying at an Anchor, at about 

two Leagues and a half's Diftance from me, S. S. E. but 

not above a League and an half from the Shore. _By my 

Obfervation it appear'd plainly to be an Englijh Ship, and 

the Boat appear'd to be an Engl,jh Long-boat. 

I cannot exprefs the Confoiion I was in, though the 

Joy of feeing a Ship, and one whom I had Reafon to 

believe was mann'd by my own Countrymen, and confe

g uently Friends, was fuch as I cannot defcribe; but yet 

l had fome fecret Doubts hung about me, I cannot tell 

from whence they came, bidding me keep upon my 

Guard. In the firH: Place, it occ:urr'd to me to confider 

what Rufinefs an E,iglijh Ship could have in that Part of 

the World; fince it was not the Way to or from any 

Part of the World where the Engl;Jh had any Traffick; 

and I knew there had been no Storms to drive them in 

!here, as in Diftrefs; and that if they were Englijh really. 

lt was moft probable, that they were here upon no good 

Defign ; and that I had better continue as I was, than 

. fall into the Hands of Thieves and Murderers, 

Let no Man def pife the fecret Hints and Notices of 

D~nger, which fometimes are given him when he may 

th~nk there is no Poffibility of its being real. That fuch 

I-lrnts and Notices are given us, I believe few that 

have made any Obfervations of things can deny ; that 

they are certain Difcoveries of an invifible World, an<l 

a Converfe of Spirits, we cannot doubt; and if the 

Tendency of them feems to be to warn m of Dan

ger, why fhou1d we not fuppofe they are from fome 

fr_iendly _Agent (whether fupreme, or inferior an~ fubor

<linate, 1s not the ~eflion) and that they are given for 

our Good? 
The prefent ~eftion abundantly confirms me in the 

J_ullice of thi1. Reafoning; for had I not been made cau

uous ~y this 'fecret Admonition, come it from whence "it will, 
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will, I had been undone inevitably, and in a far worfc 
Condition than before, as you will fee prefently. 

I had not kept myfelf long in this Pofiure, but I faw 
the Boat drew near the Shore, as if they look'd for a 
Creek to thruft jn at for the Convenience of landing; 
however, as they did not come quite far enough, they 
die not fee the fade Inlet where l formerly landed my 
Rafts, but run their Boat on Shore upon the Beach, at 
a.bqut half a Mile from me, which was very happy for 
me; for otherwife they would have landed juft, as I 
may fay, at my Door, and v,ould have foon beaten me 
out of my Cafile, and, perhaps, have plunder'd me of 
all l had. 

When they were on Shore, I was folly fatisfy'd they 
were Englijhmw, at leaft moft of them; one or t\VO I 
thought were Dutch, but it did not prove fo: There 
were in all eleven Men, whereof three of them I found 
were unarm'd, and (as I thought) bound; and when the 
firft four or five of them were jump'd on Shore, they 
took thofe three out of the Bo:it as Prifoners: One of the 
three I could perceive ufing the moil: pafiionate Gefiures 
of Intreaty, Affliction, and Defpair, even to a Kind of 
Extravt1gance; the other two, I could perceive lifted up 
their Hands fometimes, and appear'd concern'd indeed, 
but not to fuch a Degree as the firft. 

I was perfea.Jy confounded at the Sight, and knew 
not what the Meaning of it fhould be; Fridf':J call'd out 
to me in Englijh, as weil as he could, 0 Alajln· ! Yozl 
fie Englifh li1ans cat Prifaners as rwdl as Savage /t.fam. 
Why, faid I, Frida)•, do you think they are going to eat 
them then? Yes, fays Frida)', tley '1.t:ill eat them. No, no, 
faid I, Frida;•; I am afraid they \\ ill murder them in
deed ; but you may be fore they will not eat them. 

All this while I had no Thought of what the Matter 
really was, but ftood trembling with the Horror of the 
Sight, expectino- every ·Moment when the three Prifoncrs 
!hould be kill"d; nay, once I faw one of the Villains 
lift up his Arm with a great Cutlace (as the Seamen call 
it) or Sword, to ftrike one of the poor Men ; and I 
expected to fee him fall every Moment, at which all 
the Blood in my Body feem'd to run chill in mv Veins. 

· ' I wi!h'd 
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I wlfh'd heartily now for our Spaniard, and the Savage 

that was gone with him; o~ that I had any Way to have 

coi ,t unriiicover'd within Shot cf them, that I might ha\ e 

r~ku'd the three Ivlen ; for I faw no Fire-arms they had 

a,mong them ; bu, it fell out to my Mind another \Vay. 

After 1 had 0bferv'd the outrageous Ufage of the three 

11en by the rnlolent Seamen,. I obferv'd the Fellows ' r.in 

fcatte1 ing about the Lind, as if they wanted to fee the · 

Coun~ry : I obferv"d alfo, that th'e three other Men had 

Liberty to go where they pleas'd; but they fat down all 

three upon the Ground very pen!ive, and look'd like Men 

in Def pair. 
This put me in Mind of the fi.rft Time when I came 

on Shore, and began to look about me; how I 61.ve rny

f~lf over for loft, how wildly I look'd round me, what 

dreadful Apprehenfions I had, and how I lodg'd in the 

Tree all Night for fear of being devour'd by wild Bcafis. 

As I knew nothing that Night of the Supply I was to 

receive by the providential Driving of the Ship nearer the 

Land, by the Storms and Tide, by which I have fince 

been fo long nourifh'd and fupported; fo thefe three poor 

defolate Men knew nothing how certain of Deliverance 

and Supply they were, how near it was to them, and 

how effectually and really they were in a Condition of 

Safety, at the fame Time they thought themfelves loft, 

~nd their Cafe defperate. 
So little do we fee before us in the \Vorld, and fo 

much Reafon have we to depend chearfully upon the 

great Maker of the World, that he does not leave his 

Creatures fo abfolutely deftitute, but that in the woril: 

,Circurnllances they have always fomething to be thank

ful for, and fometimes are nearer their Deliveran'ce th~n 

'they imagine; nay, are even brought to their Deli

verance 1 y the Means by which they feem to be brought 

to their Deftruclion. 
It was juft at the Top of High-water when thefe 

People come on Shore, and · while partly they ilood 

parlying with the l' rifoners they brought, and partly , 

while they ram bled about to fee what Kind of Place they 

were in, they had carelcfiy (laid till the Tide was [pent, 

and the \Vater w:is ebb1d confiderably away, leaving 

their Boat a-ground. 
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They had left two Men in the Boat, who, as I found 

afterwards, having drank a little too much Brnndy, fell 
afleep; however, one of them waking fooner than the 
other, and finding the Boat too faft a-ground for him to 
ftir it, halloo'd for the reft who were ftraggling about, 
upon which they all foon came to the Boat; but it was 
paft all their Strength to launch her, the Boat being very 
heavy, and the Shore on that Side being a foft oufy Sand, 
almofl: like a ~ickfand. 

In this Condition, Ii ke true Seamen, who are, perhaps, 
the leaft of all Mankind, given to Forethought, they gave 
it over, and away they ftroll'd about the Country again; 
and I heard one of them fay aloud to another ( calling 
them off from the Boat;) Why, let her alone, Jack, can't 
ye? Jhe'llfloat next Cf'ide: By which I was ful]y confirm'd 
in the main Enquiry, of what Countrymen they were. 

All this while I kept myfelf clofe, not once daring to 
fiir out of my Cafile, any farther than to my Place of 
Obfervation, near the Top of the Hill; and very glad 
I was, to think how well it was fortified: I knew it was 
no lefs than ten Hours before the Boat could be on float 
again, and by that Time it would be dark, and I might 
be more at Liberty to fee their Motions, and to hear their 
Difcourfe, if they had any. 

In the mean Time I fitted myfelf up for a Battle, as be
fore, tho' with more Caution, knowing I had to do witli 
another kind of Enemy than I had at fidl: : I order'd Fri
t/ay alfo, \vhom I had made an excellent Markfman with 
his Gun, to load himfelf with Arms: I took myfe1f two 
Fowl:ng-?ieces, and I gave him threcMufquets: My.Figure. 
indeed, was very frerce; I had my formidable Goat-fkin 
Coat on, wit~ the great Cap I mentioned, a naked Sword, 
two Piftols in my Belt, and a Gun upon each Shoulder. 

It was my Defign, as I faid above, not to have made 
any Attempt till it was dark; but about two o'Clock, 
being the Heat of the Day, I found that in fhort they 
were all gone flraggling into the \,Voods, and, as I 
thought, were all laid down to fleep : The three poor 
difi:reffrd Men, ti o anxious for their Condition to · get 
any Sleep, were howe ver fee down under the Shelter of 
a great Tree, at about a C22arter of a Mile from me, and~ 
as I _ thought, out Sight of any of the refi. 

Upon 
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Upon this f refolv'd to difcover myfelf to them, and lean1 

fomething of their Condition: Immediately I march'd in 

the Figure above, my Man Friday at a good Diftance be

hind me, as formidable for his Arms, as I, but not mak

ing quite fo ftaring a Speclre-like Figure as I did. 

I came as near them undifcover'd as I could, and then, 

before any of them faw me, I called aloud to them in 

Spanijh, T17hat are ye, Gentlemen? 
They ftarted up at the Noife, but were ten Times more 

confounded when they faw me, and the uncouth Figure 

that I made: They made no Anfwer at all, but I thought 

I perceiv'd them jufr going to fly from me, when I fpoke 

to them in Englifh: Gentlemen, faid I, do not be furprifed 

at me; perhaps you may have a Friend near you, when 

you did not expect it: He mufr be fent direlUy from 

Heaven then, /aid one of them 'Very gra'"r.Jery to me, and 

pulling off his Hat at the fame :r'ime, for our Condition is 

pafl: the Help- of Man. All Help is from Heaven, Sir, 

faid I: But can you put a Stranger in the Way how to 

help you? For you feem to me to be in fame great Dif~ 

trefs : I faw you when you landed; and when you feem'd 

to make Application to the Brutes that came with you, 

1 faw one of them lift up his Sword to kill you. 

The poor Man, with Tears running down his Face, 

nnd trembling, !ooking like one aflonjfh'd, return'd, Am 

I talking to God or 1vfa;z? Is it a recd Afan, or an Angel? 

B~ in no Fear about that, Sir, /aid I: If God had fent 

an Angel to relieve you, he would have come better 

cloth 'd, and arm 'd after another M1nner, than you fee 

me in; pray ky dide your Fears; I am a Man, an Eng

lijhman, and difpos'd to afiift you, you fee; I have one 

Servant only ; we have Arms and Ammunition; tell us 

freely, Can we ferve you ?-\Vhat is your Cafe? 

Our C~fe, faid he, Sir, is too long to tell you, while 

our Murderers are fo near; but, in .£hart, Sir, I was Com

mander of that Ship, my Men having mutiny'd againft 

me, they have been hardly prevailed on not to murder me, 

anc.l at laft have fet me on Shore in this defo1ate Place, with 

thefe two Men with me, one my Mate, the other a Paffen

gcr, where we expeEted to perifh, believing the Place to be 

uninhabited, and know not yet what to think of it. • 

\Vhcre are thofe Brutes, your Enemies? faid I; · dq 
you 
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you know where they are gone? C['J;e,,.e they are, Sir, faid 
he, fJOI1 ting to a Thicket of Trees; my llrart trembles 

b ' . d ' far fear t .ey ,J~v1 J tt' ,': u;,. a.>: tJeard JOU Jpea,f; if they 
ha-vc, th,y will certai,1{v murdtr us all. 

Have the:,· any Fire arms? faid I: He anfwer'd they 
had only two Pier.es, and one which they left in the Boat. 
'\Vell then, faid 1, leave the re/l to me; I fee they are aJl 
::ifleep; it i~ an eafy thing to kill them e1Il; but ihall we 
:.ather take them Prifoners? He told me there were two 
defperate Vil1ains among them, that it was fcarce fafe to 
fhew any Mercy to; but if they were fecur'd, he believ
ed all the refi: would return to their Duty: I afk'd him, 
which they were? He told me, he could not at that Dif
tance defcribe them; but he would obey my Orders in 
any thing I would direct: vVell, faid I, let us retreat out 
of their View or Hearing, le(r they awake, and we will 
refoh-e farther; fo they willingly went back with me, till 
the '\Voods cover'd us from them. 

Look you, Sir, faid I, if I venture upon your Deli\•e, 
ranee, are you willing to make two Conditions with me? 
He anticipated my Propofals, by telling me, that both he 
.and the Ship, if recover'd, fhould be wholly directed and 
commanded by me in every thing; and if the Ship w,1s 
not recover'd, he would live and die with me in what 
Part of the World foever I would fend him; and the t\\O 
other Men faid the fame. 

Hell, faid I, my Condit_io11s are but two : I. That while 
·you flay on this lnand with me, you will not pretend to 
•any Authority here; and if 1 put Arn~s into your Hands, 
•you will upon all Occafions give them up to me, and do 
•no Prejudice to me or mine, upon this JDand, and in the 
mean Time be govern'd by my Orders. 

z. That if the Ship is or may be recover'd, you will 
carry me and my Man to England Paffnge free. 

He gave me all the Af!"urance th<1t the Invention a_nd 
Faith of a Man could dev1fo, that he would comply with 
,thefe mofi: reafonable Demands, and betides would owe 
his Life to me, and acknowkclge it upon aJl Occafions as 
long as he liv'd. 
• \Vc11 then, faid I, here are three Mufquets for you, 
with Powder and Ball; tell me next what you think is 

,proper to be done; He 1he1rv'd all the Tcfiihrnny of his 
Gratitude 
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Gratitude th~t he was able; but offered to be wholly 
guided by me_: It 1ld him, I th,JUght it was har_d ven
turi no- any thing, but the befl: Method I could think of, 
was t~ fire u~n them at once, as they lay; and if any 
were not kill'd at the firft Volley, and offered to fubrnit, 
we might fave them, and fo put it wholly upon God's 
Providence to dire8: the Shot. 

He faid very modeflly, that he was loth to kill them, 
if he could help it; but that thofe two were incorrigible 
Villains, and had been the Authors of all the Mutiny in 
the Ship ; and if they efcaped, we ihould be undone ftill; 
for they would go on board, and bring the whole Ship•s 
Company, and deftroy us all: P//ell then, faid I, Jveccjfity 
1,·o-itimates n~y Ad-vice; far it is tbe only ff/ry to fa-ue our
Li-ve.s. However, fc.eing him fl:ill cautiou~ of ihedding 
Blood, I to!J hi111, they fbould go tLemfelves, and ma
~a~e as the\' found convenient. 

Jn the l\·Ii Jdle of this Difcourfe we heard fome of them 
owake, and foon after we faw two of them on their Feet: 
J 3fk'<l him, if either of them were the Men, who, he had 
faid, were the Heads of the Mutiny? He faid, No. Well 
then, faid I, you may let them efcape, and Providence 
fcl·ms to have wakrn'd them on purpofe to fave them
fel\'es: Now, faid I, if the reft efcape you, it i.syour Fault. 

Animated with this, he took the Mufquet I had givea 
him in his Hand, and Piftol in his Belt, and his two 
Comrades with him, with each Man a Piece in his Hand: 
The two Men, who were with him, going fir ft, ma<le fame 

'oife, at which one of the Seamen, who was awake, 
turned about, and, feeing them coming, cried out to the 
rerc; but it was too late then; for the Moment he cried 
out, they fir'd, I mean the te;.vo Men, the Captain wifely 
referving hi, own Piece: They had fo well aimed their 
Shot at the Men they knew, that one of them was ki1led 
on the Spot, and the other very much wounded; but not 
being dead, he flarted up upon his Feet, and called eagerly 
for Help t ,J the othfl-r, but the Captain, Hepping to him,. 
told him it was too late to cry for Help; he fuould call 
upon Gd to forgive his Villainy; and with tltat Word 
knm.:k'd him <lown \\ith the Stock of his Mufquet; fo 
that he never fpoke more : There were three WlOre in tne 
Company, and one of them was alfo fi1ghtly wou',:ded: 

VoL, I. L lly 
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By this Time I was come; and when they faw their Dan
ger, and that it wa~ in vain to refi!l-, they begg'd for 
l\llercy : The Captain tol9 them, he would foare their 
Lives, if they would give him any Affurance or"thcir Ab
horrence of the Treachery they had been guilty of, and 
would fwear to ~e faithf~l to him in recovering the Ship, 
and afterwards rn carrying her back to Jamaica, from 
whence they came : They gave him all the Protcfiations 
of their Sincerity that could be defired, and he was will
ing to believe them, and fpare their Lives, which I was 
not againft; only I obliged him to keep them bound 
Hand and Foot while they were upon the Hland. 

While this was doing, I fent Friday with the Captain's 
!v1ate to the Boat, with Orders to fecure her, and bring 
away the Oars and Sail, which they did ; and by and by, 
three £haggling Men, that \vere (happily for them) part
ed from the rcft, came back upon hearing the Guns 
fired; and feeing their Captain, who before was their 
Prifoner, now their Conqveror, they fubmitted to be 
bound alfo, and fo our Yit1ory was complete. 

1c now remained, chat the Captain and I fhould enquire 
into one another's CircumO:ances: I began fidl:, and told 
him my whole Hiftory, which he heard with an Attention 
even co Amazement, and parricnJarly at the wonderful 
Manner of my being furnifh'd with Provifions and Am
munition; and indeed, as my Story is a whole ColleB:ion 
of Wonders, it c:ffected him deeply; but when he reRected 
from thence upon himfelf, and how I feemed to have been 
prefervetl there on pui pofe to fave his Life, the Tears ran 
down hi:; Face, and he could not fpeak a Word more. 

After this Communication was at an End, I carried 
him, and his twri Men, into my Apartments, leading them 
in jufl. whtie I ca ·ne out, <viz. at the Top of the Houfr; 
where I rd1e!h'd them with fuch Provifions as I had, 
and fhewed rnc:111 all the Contriv;inces I had made, du
ring my long, Jong inhabiti ~~ that Place. 

All I fhew'd them, all I fa1'1 w them, was perfecl:ly 
~mazing; but, above all, the Captain admir'd my For
tification; and h0w perft..cl:ly J hdd concealed my Retreat 
with a Grove cfTrt.es, which, h~•ving now been planted 
JJear t" erty Year~, and tht l'ret s growing much falter 
tltan in England, w,,s become a little Vi· ood, and fo 

thick, 

F 

1l 

P· 
I 
G 

lt ,, 
G 
th 



!i 

,1 

R O B l N S O N C R U S O E. 243 

thkk, that it was unpaffable in ~my Part of it, but at 

that one ~ide, ,.vhere I had refervcd my little winding 

Paffaoe into it: This 1 told him was my Cafl:le, and my 

Refidence; but that I had a Seat in the Country, as moft 

Princes have, whither I could retreat upon Occafion, and 

I would fhev:,1 him that too another Time; but at prefent 

our Bufinefs wa~ to confider, how to recover the Ship: 

He agreed with me as to that ; but told me, be was per

feB:ly at a Lofs what Meafures to take; for that there 

were fiill fix and twenty Hands on board, who having 

entered into a curfed Confpiracy, by which they had all 

forfeited their Lives to the Law, would be harden'd in 

it now by Defperation ; and would carry it on, knowing 

that if they were reduced, they fhould be brought to the 

Gallows as foon as they came to England, or to any of 

the E11glifh Colonies; and that therefore there would be 

no attacking them with fo fmall a Number as we were. 

1 mufed for fom~ Time upon whaf he had faid, and 

found ic was a very rational Condufion, and that there

fore fomething wag ta be rdol ved on very fpee.dily, as 

well to draw the Men on b11ard into fome Snare for their 

Surprife, as to pre~ent their fonding upon us, and de

ftroying n:;: UpDn this it pf'efently occur'd to me, that 

m a littl~ while. th<! Ship's Crew, wondering wh1t w;is 

become of their Comr,ide!<, and of the Boat, would cer. 

tainly come on Shore in their other Boar to fee fw them; 

and thac then perhap3 they might come armed, ar.d be 

too fhong for i,s . This he allowed, was rational. 

Upon this I told h!m, the firft thing we had to do, 

was co ftne the Boat, which lay upon the Beach, fo th:i.t 

tl.ey might not carry her off; and, taking every thing 

cu' of her. !eave l,er fo far ufelefs «S 11ot co be fit m fwi,1:•; 

:sn.ordingly we "'·ent on b:)ard, to•.:)k the Arms whicn 

wve left on board, our of her, and whatever e1fe we 

found there, which wa, a Bottle oi Brandy, and another 

of Rum, a few Bifcnit-cake~, an Horn of Powder, and a 

great Lump of Sugar, in a Piece of Canvas; the Sugar 

was fi\-·e or fix Pouod5; all which wa.s Yery welcome to 

me, efpecially the Br3ndy aud Sugar, of which I bad LaJ 

none left for many Years. 
\'\'he11 we had carried all thef~ ,hing~ oa Sh-ire {th• 

Oar., M,l\, SaiJ, awd Rujder cf tN 1301!:, wer~ c:ir;:e-i 

l. 2 ~\"',':.: 
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away before, as above) we knock'd a great Hole in her 
Bott('m, that if the) had come !hong enough to mailer 
us, yet they could r.ot carry off the Boat. 

Indeed it was not much in my Thoughts, that we 
could be capable to recover the Ship; but my View was, 
that if they went away without the Boat, 1 did not much 
queflion to make her fit again to carry us away to the 
Lee'1.l.,·t1rd ljlant!J, ar.d call uron our Friends the Spaniart/1 
in my \Vay, for l had them frill in my Thoughts. 

While \Ve were thus preparing our Defigns, and had 
fir!I-, by main Strength, hca,.'d the Boat up upon the 
Beach, fa high that the Tide would not float her off at 
high-waterIVJ ark; and, befidcs, had broken an Hole in her 
Bottom, too big to be quickly flopp'd, and were fat down 
mufing what we ihould do; we heard the Ship fire a Gun

1 and faw her make a \Vaft with her 1;ncrent, as a Signal for 
the Boa;: to con.eon hoard ; cut no Boat fiirred; and they 
fir'd feveral Times, making other Signals for the Boar. 

At laft, w!- en a;J their Signals and Firings prov'd fruit
lc fs, and they founJ the Boat did not Hir, we faw them 
(by the Help of our Glaffes) ho ill another Boat our, ar.J 
row towards the Shore; and we found as they approach
ed, that there we1e no lefs than ten Men in her, and that 
they had Fire arms \vith them. 

As the Ship lay aimoft t\\O Le2gues from the Shore, 
we had a full View of them as they came, and a plain 
Sight of the Men, even of their faces; becaufe the Tide 
ha\'ing fet the-m a little to the Eafl: of the other Boat, they 
rowed up under Shore, to come to the fame Place, wht'.re 
the otl-:er had landed, and where the Boat lay. 

By this IVIeans, 1, fay, we h1cJ a full View of them, 
and the Captain knew the Perfons and Characters of all 
the Men jn the Boat; of whom he faid that there were 
three verv honefr Fcllciws, who, he was fore, were led 
into this Confpiracy by the refI-, being o\·crpower'd and 
frighted • 

.But that for the Boatfwain, who, it fcems, was the 
chief Officer among them, a11d all the refi, they were as 
oucrageou5 as any of the Ship's Crew; and were, no 
douht, m:!de defperate in their new Enterprife ; and 
terribly appreheni:\ e he wa ., , that they would be too 
powerful for us. · 

I [ mil'd 
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I fmil'd at him, and told him, that 1\tT en in our Cir~ 

cumt1ances were pafl the Operations of Fear~ That feei~g 
:ilmoft every Condition that could be, was better than tha.: 
we were foppofs'd to he in, we ought to ex peel, that theCon
fequence, whc,her Death or Life, would he fure to be a De• 
liverance; I afk.'d him, what he thought of the CircurnJl:an
ces of my Life: Anrl whether a Deliverance were not Worth 
venturing for. And, where, Sir, faid I, is ynut Belief of my 
being preferv'd here on Purpofc to fave your Life, whiC:11 
elevated you a little while ago? For my Parr, faid I, there 
feems to be but one thing amifs in all t!1e Frofpetl: of it. 
{!'hat's tlat? fr,y:. he. '\Vhy, faid l, 'ti.: that, as you fays 
there are three or four honefr Fdlows .among them, , 1 hic h 
fhould be fpar:J; hc1d they been all of the wi(ked Part of 
tl,e Crew, I fhonld have thought God's Providence ha<l 
finded them vH to dciiver them into yonr Hands : for ~ . , 

depend upon it, every IVbn of them chat com(s afhote1 ate 
our own, and flull die or live, as they behave to nc. 

As I fpoke this wjtli a rai~~d v·(,ice; ,.nd (hearful Con~. 
t,~n:-.uce, r found it greatly CO('OIJfag 'd liim ; fo \\ e let 
vigorouf!y to our Bufir.efs: \Ve had, upon the firll Ap
pearance of the Doat's comir.g from the Ship, confidcr'd 
of fepar~ting our Pnfontrs, anJ had indeed focur~J them 
dFeclu1l1 y. · 

Two of them, of whom the Capta:n was lefs aifor'd than 
()rdin:uy, I fen t with Friday, and·one of the three (deliver' d 
Men} to my Cave, where they were remote enough, and 
out of Danger of being heard or difcover'd, or of find int 
their \Vay out of the \Voods, if they could have deli·1er'd 
themfelves: Here they left 'em bound, but gave 'em Provi
!ions, and promis'd 'em, if they continued there quietly 
to give 'em th:ir Liberty in a Day or two; but tha-t if they 
attempted their Efcape, they !hould be but to Death with
out Mercy. They p.-omis'd faithfully to bear their Con
finement with P::i·irnce, ::nd were very thankful, that they 
had fuch good Uhge as to have Provifions, and a Light l~ft 
'cm; for Friday gave 'em Candles (fuch as we made our
ftlvcs) for their Comfort; and they did not know but that 
he il:ood Centinel over 'em at the Entrance. 

The other Prifoners had better Ufage; two of them 
\verc kept pinior. · _ indeed, becaufe the Captain was not 
free to tru[l them; but tlie other two were t,1ken into my 

L 3 .- Service 
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Sei:,:ice opon tb•eir Ca;:,tain's Recommendation, and upon 

their foJernnly engaging to live and <lie with us: fo, with 

thrm and the thrc:e honefi Men, we were {even Men well 

arm ·o; 2nd I .made no doubt we fhould t,e able to deal 

well enough with the ten that were a coming, confidering 

that the Captzin had faid, there were three r four honeit 

Men among them alfo. 
As foon ~as they got to the Place ,, \ere their other 

P.o r. t by, they ran tt . ..:.ir "Beat in:o the Beach, and came 

all on Slwre, h:rnling the /oa• up after them, which I was 

glad to fee; for I was aira.d rhey woulJ rJther have left 

the Boat at an And,or, foa,e Di1bn,e from the Shore, 

with fome Hands in her to guard her; and fo we fhoulc.! 

])Ct be able :0 feize tr.e Boacc:. 
Being •)ft Shore, the f.rft thi· g thy did, they ran all 

to the orh,,r Bo.it; and i ~ \:.1as e.dfy to fr.e tl:ev were lH1<ler 

a great S:.i:prif.:>, to fir,d her fhipp'd, ,1s aho~e, of all that 

\H~ in ter, and a ~reat Boie in her Botcom. 

Af :e:- they :.:ld n~us'd 3 ., '. ile upon this, they {et up two 

o; t!,ree gr~,1t .?I.outs, hallooing with all their I\.1ighr, to 

try if d ey eccl .l m !ke their Companion~ hear; but all was 

to no Purpofc; then thty came all clofe in a Ring, and 

fi:·'d n Yo1!ev of their { mall Arms, which indeed Wi 

heard, and the Echoes made the Woods ring; but it was 

all one; thofe in the Cave, -..ve were fure, could not hear; 

.tnd tho[e iri our keeping, though they heard it well 

enough, )'C"t duril give no t".nfwer to them. 

They v.ere fo aitonifi 'd at the Surprife of this, that, as 

they told us afterwards, they refolv'd to go all on hoard 

::irrain to their Ship, and let them know there, that the 
0 • 

Men , ere all murder'd, and the Long-boat fiav'd; ac-

cordingly, they immediately launch'd the Boat again, 

and got all of them on board. 
The Captain \Vets :erribly am2z'd, and even confound-

ed at this, beiieving t}ey would go on board the Ship 

again, and [et Sail, giving their Comrades for loft, ;ind 

fo he fhodd ftill lo!e the Ship, \\ hich he was in Hopes 

we !hould ha\'e recover'd; but he was quickly as much 

fright d the other \A/av. 
They had not been Jong pm c.ff with rhe Boat, bur we 

re;ceiv'd them nii ccrninr on Shore again; but with thi-, 

11ew M,~forc ;n t: !:ir (onl· .~·- ":i1:-ct1, it fee.ms, tr f'V con
i i.l: [(, t 

l( 
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fohecl together upon; 7•i:~. to leave three Men in the 

Boat, and the refl lO go on Shore, and go up into the 

Country to look for thPi1 fellows. 
This was a great Difoppointment to us; for now we 

v ere ~: a LoL what ro do; for our feizing thofe feveh Men 

on Shore would be no Advantage to us if we let the Boat 

efcape, becaufe they would then row away to the Ship; 

and then the reft of them would be fure to weigh, and fet 

Sail, and fo our recovering the Ship would be loft. 
However, we had no Remedy but to wait and fee what 

t1'e Iffoe of things might prefent: The feven Men came 

c,n Shore, and the three ,\ho remained in the Boat, put 
i1er off to a good Difl.1.nce from the Shore, and came to 

an Anchor to wait for them; fo that it was impoffible for 

us to come at them in the Boat. 
Thofe that came on Shore kept clofe together, march

ing towards the Top of the little Hill, under which my 
Habitation lay; and we could fee them plainly, tho' ch ... y 

could not perceive us; \Ve could have been very glad 

tl,ey would have come nearer to us, fo that we might 

have fir 1d at them; or that they would have gone fa1 t:,tr 

off, that we might have come abroad. 
But when they we;e come to the Brow of the Hill, 

where they could fee a great Way in the Valley and 

Woods, which lay towards the North-eafr Part, and 

where the I fiand lay loweft, they {houted and halloo'd 

till they were weary; and not caring, it feems, to ven• 

tme far from the Shore, nor far from one another, they 

fat down together under a Tree, to confider of it : Had 

they thought fit to have gore to fleep there, as the other 

Party of them had done, they had done the Job for us; 

but they were too full of Apprehenfions of Danger> to 

wnture to go to flecp, the ugh they could not tell what: 

the Danger was they had to fear, neither. 
The Captain made a very juO: Propofal to me upon 

up thjs Confultation of theirs; 'Viz. That perhaps the)r 

woula all fire a Volley again, to endeavour t make 

their Fellows hear, and that we fhould all fal!y upon 

them, jufr at the Juncture when their Pieces were all 

dikharged, and they would certainly yield, and we 

ihould have them wichont Bloodfhed ; I liked the Pro-• 

pofo.l, provided it was 'done while we were near enough 
L 4 to 
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to c_ome up to them, before they could load their Pieces 
again. 

But this Event did not happen, and we la-y fl:ill a long 
Time, very irrefolute what Cour(e to take, at length I 
told them, there would be nothing to be done in my 
Opinion till Night; and then, if they did not return to 
thQ Boar, perhaps we might find a \Vay to get between 
them and the Shore, and fo might ufe fome Stratagem 
with them in the Boat, to get them on Shore. 

,ve waited a g,~at while, though veiy impatient, for 
their removing, and were ver)' uneafy ~ v. hen, after long 
Confoltations, we faw them fiart all up, :rnd mc1rch dcwn 
towards the Sea : 1t feems, they had fuch dreadful Ap. 
pr.thenfions upon them of the Danger of the Place, that 
they refolvcd to go on board the Ship agc1in, give their 
Compan:ons over for ioft, and fo go on with their in• 
tended Voyage with the Ship. 

As foon as I perceived tnem go towards the Shore, I 
imagi1Jed it to be as it really was; that they had given 
over their Search, and were for going back again ; and 
the C2pr2in, as foon as 1 told him my Thought5, wJ:; 
ready to fink at the AppreLe,,fion~ nf it; but l pre(ently 
thought of a Stratap< m tO fetch them back again, and 
which anfwered my End to a Tittle. 

I order'd Frid_t,y, ano the Captain's lVTatc, to go over 
the little Creek'Wefl:ward, towards the P)ac-e where th~ 
Savages came on Shore when Frula_y was ref cu 'd; and as 
foon as they came to a little rifing Groond, at about half 
a Mile's DiHance, I bade them halloo as loud ;is they 
could , and wait till they fou1 d the Seamen heard them; 
that as foon as ever they heard the Seamen anfwer th('m, 
they /hO'.!ld return it again, and then keeping out of 
Si~ht, t,;ke a Round, ah,ays 2nfwering when the other 
}ialloo'd, to draw them a5 far into the Ifland, .ind among 
the \:Voods, as pc,fiible, and then wheel about again to 
me, by foch Ways as l directed. 

They were juit going into the Boat, \\ hen Friday and 
the Mate h,dloo'd, and they prefently he .. rd them, and 
anf"'·ering, run alont- the Shore Weftward, towards the 
V,>ice they heard, when they were prefently flopped hy 
the Creek, where the Water being up, they could not 
got over, and c,illed for the Boat to come up, and fet 
them over, as indeed I expeded. \Vhen 
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When they had fet themfelves over; I obferved that· 
the Boat being gone up a good Way into the Creek, an,d 
as it were in an Harbour within the Land, they took one 
of the three Men out of her to go along with them, and 
left only two in the Boat, having fai1en'd her to the: 

Stump of a little Tree on the Shore. 
... This was what I wiilied for, and immediately leavi11g 

Frida_y and the Captain's Mate to their Bufinefs, I took 

the rdl ,vith me, and, croffing the Creek out of their 
Sight, we forprifed the two Men before the)' were aware, 
one of them lying on Shore, and the other being in the 
Boat; the Fellow on Shore was between fleeping and 

waking, and going to fiait up, the Captain, who wat: 
foremoft, ran in upon him, and knock'd him down, and 
then calied out to him in the Boat to yield, or he \Vas a. 
dead !Vfan. 

Tht.re needed very few ArgPments to perfuade a iingle 
Man to yield, when he faw five Men upon him, and hi:;, 
Co;nrade knock'd down ; bcfides, this was, ic feems, one 
of the three who were not fo hearty in the Mutiny as the 
reft of the Crew, and therefore was eafily p~rfuaded, not 

only to yield, but afterw.•ds to join very fincerely with us, 

In_ the mean Time, Frida;•, and the Captain's Mate, fo 
well manag'd theirBufincfs \\,ith the reft, that they drew 
them, by hallooing and anfwering, from one Hill to 
nnother, and from one Wood to another, till they not 
or.ly heani:y tir'd them, but left them where they were 
very fore tneJ CO!.lld not reach back to the Boat before it· 
was dark; and indeed they were heartily tir'd themfelve~ 
a.fo by the Time they came back to us. 

We had nothing now co do but to watch for t11em in 
the Dark, an,j co fali upon them, fo as to make fore 
\Vork with them. . 

It \\~a; !everal Hours after Friday came back to me, 
before they came back to their Boat; and we could hear 
the for~mofc of them, long before they came quite up,, 

· ca!ling to.thofe behind to come along, and could alfo · 
hear them anfwer, and complain how bme .-ind tir'd they.,. 
\Jen .. , and not being able ::o come any fafrer, which wa::,, 
\'ery wdcomc .. Tews to us. 

At length they came up to the Boat; but 'tis impoiliblc 
to expiefs their Confufion, when they found the Boat fall. 

L 5 a-ground 
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a.grourd in the Crerk, the Tide ebb'd out, and their 

two Men gone; we could hear them call to one another · 

in a moll: lamentable Manner, telling one another they 

were gotten into an inchanted J:fland; that either there 

were Inhabitants in it, and they fbould all be murder'd; 

or elfe there were Devils or Spirits in it, and they fhoul<l 

be all carried a way and devoured. 
They halloo'd again, and called their two Comrades 

by their Names a great many Times, but no Anfwer: 

After fome Time, we could fee them, by the little Light 

there was, nrn about wringing their Hands, like Men 

in Def pair; and that fometimes they \t,.·ould go and fit 

down in the Boat to reft themfelves, then come afuore, 

and walk about again, and fo the fame thing over again. 

My Men would fain have had me given them Leave 

to fall upon them at once in the Dark; but I was will

·ing to take them at forne Advantage, fo to fpare them, 

and kill as few of them as I could; and efpecially I was 

um\illing to haz-::rd the killing any of our Men, know

ing the other were very well arm'd : I refolved to wait 

to fee if they did not feparate; and therefore, to make 

fore of them, I drew my Ambu:cade nearer ; and or

de red Friday and the Captain, to creep upon their Hands 

a nd Feet as clcfe to the Grounds as they could, that they 

mi gh t not be difcover'd, and get as near them as they 

could poflibly, before they offered to fire. 
They had not been long in that Pofiure. but that the 

Bcatfwain, who was the principal Ringleader of the Mu
tfoy, and had now fhewn himfelf the mo1 dejecl:ed and 

di lpirited of all the rell, came \Valkir,g towards them with 

two more of their Crew; the Capt <l in was fo eager, at 

having the principal Rogue fo much in hi s Power, that 

he C0l !d haadly have Patience to let him come fo near as 

rn be fore of him; for th ey only heard his Tongue be

fore: But when they came nearc r, the Capt3in an<l Fri

dc,y , Harting up on tl-ieir Feet, let Hy at them. 
The B0c tf wa n w •. s kircd upon the Spot; the next Man 

was !hot i:ito the B, (. y, and fell jufl by him, tho' he did 

not di~ rill an Hour or two after; and the third run for it. 
At the Noife of' the Fire, l immediately advanc'd with

my whok Army, which was now eight Men; <viz. my

fd-f Geu<..raldiimo; .Fr:daJ my Lieutt:nant. Gi:ntr<.1]; cl~e 
s C;.pta.in 

1, 
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Captain and his two Me,1, and the three Prifoners of 

War, whom he had truited with L~rms. 

We came upon them indeed in the Dark, fo that they 
could not fee our Number; and 1 made the Man they had 
left in the Boat, who was now one of us, to call them by 
Name, to try if I could bring them to a Parley, and fo 

might perhaps reduce them to Terms; which felloutjufl: 

as we defir'd: For indeed it was was eafy to think, as their 
Condition then was, they would be very willing to capitu .. 
late; fo he calls out. as loud as he could, to one of them, Tom 

Smith, Tom Smith. cr'om Smith anfwer'd immediately,Who's 

that;- Robinfon? For it feems he knew his Voice. T'other 
anfwer'd, Ay, ay ;far God's Sake, Tom Smith, throw down 

your Arms., and )'ield, or you are all dead Men this Moment. 

Who mujt we yield to? Where are they? fays Smith again., 
Here they are, fays he; here is our Captain and fifty Men 

with him, have been hunting you this two Hours; the 
Boatfwain is kill'd ; !Fill Frye is wounded, and i am a 

Prifoner; and if you do not yield, you are all lofi:. 
Will they give us ~arter then ? fays cram Smith, and 

we will yield. I'll go and a.fl, if)'Ott promife to yielcl, fays 

Robin/on. So he afk'd the Captain, and the Captain 
himfelfthen calls out; You, Smith, you know my Voice, 
if you lay down your Arms immediately, and fobmit, 
you !hall have your Lives, all but JFill Atkins. 

Upon this If/ il Atkins cry'<l out, For God's Sa.ft, Cap• 

ta:n, gi•m vu ':0:arter: l!~hut hacve I done? Tb~'> ha,.,.;e han 

,di aj /Jad as I; which by the Way was not true, neither; 

tor it teems, this lf7t!l .!!dins was the fidl: l\1an that laid 
hold of the l'iiptain, when they firft mutiny'd, and us'd 
him b:ubaroul1y, in tying his Ha11ds, and giving him in .. 
j,:rious Language: However, the Captain told him he 

mutl la\' down his Arms at Dif~rerion, and truil to the 

Go\·erri'or's Mercy, by which he meant me; for they all 
c,,::•c1 n e Gmernor. 

In a Word, they all laid down their Arms, and begg'd 
th~ir Li,·es; ad l font the i\fan t!rnt had parley'<l wnh 

U1em, and two more, who bound them dll; and then mv 
g1 fc1t :\nny of fifty l\len, which, p.1rti-::ularly with t,1,)f~ 

ui-rec, were .dl bttt eight, ,am? llf• anJ friz'J upon th ·m 
all, anJ upon their ibat, onl) th,tt I kept Ill) fel~, aild. 
,c,ne more, o.i, f 0ight, t"o1 Rcalon~ oi ~rnte, 

L 6 0.J:t 
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Our next Work was to repair the Boar, and t0 third.; 

of feizing the Ship; ard as for the Captain, nov,1 he had 
J,eifure to parley \-Vith them, he expofiulated with them 
upon the Villainy of their Practices with him, and at 
length, upon the farther Wickednef.s of their Defittn; and 
how certainly it mufi bring them to Mifery and LDiftrefs 
in 1he End, and perh&ps to the Gallows. 

They all appear'd very penitent, and begged hard for 
thei1 Lives : As for that, he told them thc:y were none 
of his Prifoners, but the Commander's of the Hland ; 
th~t they thought they had fet him on Shore in a barren 
uninhabited IHand ; but it had pleafed God fo to direct 
them, that the Jfland was inhabited, and that the Go
vernor was an Englijhman; that he might hang them all. 
there if he ple.afed; but as he had given them all ~ar
ter, he fuppc,fed he would fend them to England, to be 
cea1t with there, as Juflice required, except Atkins, 
whom he nas commanded by the Governor to advife to 
prepare for Death; for that he would be hanged in the 
Morning. 

Though this was all a FiB:ion of his 0wn, yet it·had 
it~ de/ir'd Effect. Azlins fell upon his Knees to beg the 
Captain to intercede\\ ith the Governor for his Life; and 
all the reft beg£cd of him for God's Sake, that they 
t1ight not be fent to England. . 

1t nc,w occurr'J to me, that the Time of rur Deliver• 
· .ancc was come, 2nd that it \\ould be a mofi: eafy thing 

to bring thefe I'cllc ws in, to be hearty in getting Poffef
j~on of the Ship; fol retired in the Dark from them, tha~ 
they might not fee what kind of a Goverror they had, 
and called the Caotain to me; w1'en I called, as at a 
g cod Dif1:ance, o~e cf the Men was order'd to fpeak 
.:ig:ain, and fay to the Captain, Captain, the Commander 
,it!ls for you; and prefently the Captain replied, 'tell his 
Excell11ffJ' I amjujl a coming. This more perfectly amus'd 
them; and they all believed, that the Commander wa:, 
juft by with his fifty Men. 

Upon the Captain's coming to me, I told him my Pro
ject: for fei7ing the Ship, which he liked of wonderfully 
,vt!l: and refolv'd to.put it in Execution the next Morning. 

But, in order to t.Xecutc it '>'.ith more Art, and to 
L fuure of Succefs, l wld Lim we muil divide t_ht Pri· 

funers, 
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~>ners, and that he fhould go and take Atkins, and two more 

of the worft of them, and fend them pinion'd to the Cave 

where the others lay: This was committed to Friday, and: 

tht! two Men who came on Shore with the Captain. 
They con vey'd them to the Cave, as to a Prifon; and 

it was indeed a difmal Place, ef pecially to Men in their 

Condition. · 
The other I order'd to my Bower, as I call'd it, of; 

which I have given a foll Defcription; and as it was 

fenc'd in, and they pinion'd, the Place was fecure enough, , 

confidering they were upon thefr Behaviour. 
To the[e in the l\forning I fent the Captain, who· 

was to enter into a Parley with them; in a Word, to 

try them, and tell me, whether he thought they might 

be trull:ed or no, to go on board, and furprife the Ship: 

He talk'd to them of the Injury done him, of the Con

dition they were brought to; and that tho' the Gover

nor had given them ~arter f -1 r their Lives, as to the 

prefent Atlion, yet that if tl-;ey were fent to England, 

thev would all be hang'd in Chains, tc be fore; but th::it. 
I -

if they wou!d join in fuch an Attempt, as to recover 

the Ship, he \\Ould have the Governor':; Engagement for 

their Pardon. 
Any one may guefs how readily fuch a Propofal wou1J 

be accepted by Men in their Condition ; they fell down 

on their Knees to the Captain, and promis'd with the 

deepefi Imprecations, that they would be faithful to him 

to the lafl: Drop, and that they fhould owe their Lives 

to him, and wonld go \Vith him all over the World; tha: 

they would own hfra for a Father to them as long as 

they liv'd. 
\Vell, fays the Captain, I mufl: go and tell the Gover

nor what you fay, an<l fee what I can do to bring him to• 

confcnt to it: So he brought me an Account of the 

Temper he found them in; and that he verily believed 

th ~v would be faithful. 
l{owever, that we might be very fccure, I told him he 

fh ould go back again, and choofe out five of them, and tel1 

them, that they fhould fee that they did not want :\11en ; 

but he would take out thofe five to be his Afiifi:ants, ~ l 

that the Governor would keep the other two, and the 

three that were fent Prifoners · to the Cafile, (my Caw ) 
as 
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