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ADVERTISEMENT. 

HE design of the Editor in the present 

free and abridged translation of F anfan 

& Lolotte was, to for.:.n a work expressly 

for the perusal of youth. The native feel

ings of the heart unadulterated by vice, 

the docility and industry of two children 

abandoned to then1selves at an early age, 

the lessons of a watchful and enlightened 

preceptor, appeared to her subjects proper 

to excite the emulation and interest the at

tention of youth ; but as many characters 

and scenes ·woven into the original could 

afford neither pleasure nor advantage to a 

juvenile reader: in order to suppress them) 

and at the same tin1e to preserve the interest 

of the narrative, ~hehasfoundherself obliged 

a 2 to 
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to make cm~siderable alterations : for these 

~he cau offer no other apology than the ne

ce~sity, which must be obvious to every 

reader acquainted with the French .. \Vork. 
' 

She has endeavourec1 to preserve the.interest, 

and to imitate the simplicity of the origi

nal ; if ~he luve failed in these points., she 

has only the .;atisfaction to reflect, that the 

\V 01k, in its present state, may ,vith safety 

be submitted to the penisal of the class of 

Readers, for ,vhich it is design ... d. 

l 



AMBROSE AND ELEANOR .. 

A CLEAR sky and prosperous gales 
.. announced a happy voyage to the vessel 

in ,v hich Colonel Carlton had embarked 

for England : it ,vas returning from J a
maica, leaving on the left the Isle of 
Cuba, and on the right the superb forests 
of the ancient Hayti*. The pilot steered 
toward the Bermuda Isles; and the Co
lonel in a few weeks hoped to embrace a 
wife and child, endeared to hi1n by an 
absence of twelve months; but these de
lightful prospects soon vanished; the roll
ing of the Ycssel increased, a tren1cndous 
water-spout approachccl, and threatened 
instant dcst1 uction. This, by the advice 
of the pi lot, was broken by a discharge 
of cannon, and all that rc:tnaincd to be 

,;;. St. Domingo, co called before the invasion of the 
Sr,.wiards • • 

done 
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done was to lo\-ver the sails: shut the 

hatches, and abandon the vessel to the 

mercy of the waves. The Heavens were 

soon filled with flashes of lightning; thick 

darkness succeeded d:.iy; the thunder 

rolled, and the vessel, the sport . of all the 

"Various revolutions of the boisterous wa,·es, 

prn:,,cnted only to the unfortunate pa~sen

gcrs shj pv.rreck or death, which soon fol .. 

lmved; for the point of a FJck forcing an 

entrance into the vessel: in a fe,v minutes 

precipitated it into the bosom of the vast 

ocean. In this moment of danger, the 

Colonel, ever cahn and collected, seized 

a plank, upon which he committed him

self to the waves : his example was soon 

followed by a few others, and by hi::i Clith .. 

ful domestic Peter • 

Having long floated at random, and 

contended with the fury of the ,vaves, the 

Colonel found hi1nself near land; but 

such was th~ violence of the sea, that at 

r-he moment his hopes of reaching land 
were 

., 
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were strongest, he was frequently carried 
by an overwhelming wave to the greatest 
distance: at length, after various efforts, 
he gained a coast covered with rock~, over 
which he with difficulty cli1nbed to an ex
tensive plain, ·where he sunk down, \vholly 
deprived of sensation. In this state he re
m,1ined nearly two hours, when his senses 
by degrees returning, he discovered half
nakcd, on their kn~es at his side, two chil
dren, ,vho, by their innocent gestures, 
expressed the most lively interest in his ,, 
situation. One of the1n perceiving that 
he · breathed, exclaimed, in a jargon he 
could just distinguish to be English, I-Ie 
is not dead, sister, he is con1c to take us 
home-are you not, father ? 

· His first quesLions ,verc, \Vhere an1 I ? 
\Vhc1-t country do you inhabit ? But find
ing that he vtas not clear1 y understood, he 
looked rounci for sornc pcr.,on to ,v horn he 
1night address hin1Sclf. :-: ot seeing any 
one, he attewpted to rise; but exhausted 

B 2 vith 
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with fatigue, sunk down, uttering involun .. 

tary sighs and groans, forced from him by 

the weakness of his condition. 

He is hungry, brother, said one of the 

children, I will go and fetch him some 

food; and imn1ediately she fled across the 

plain. 

,vhon1 do you belong to ? said the Co

lonel, recovering h11nself, Have you no 

friends? no father ? no mother ? 

Are you not our father ? asked the 

bov .I • 

11 my child, said the Colouel, I do not 

know you. 

,v ill you not then love us ? said the 

child. 

Yes; but are you alone ? 

0 ye", returned he, we are all alone ; 

no one but Eleanor and Ambrose ; we sec 
only 
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only the great beasts, and they frighten 

us very much. 

And who brought you into this coun
try, Ambrose? said the Colonel. 

A great house, replied the child, that 
went upon the water. 

And h~n·e you never seen one like it 
touch here? 

0 never, said the child; there are only 
great men, all black, that come sometimes 
in little boats. When we see them we 
hide ourselves, for fear they should eat us. 

Well ! said the Colonel with a sigh, I 
am then lost without resource! I must end 
1ny days here, far from my wife, my friends, 
my country. 

You will stay with us, will you not ? 
said tbe boy. 

!\ las, my child ! I have no choice. 

B 3 Oh! 
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Oh! returned he, we ·will lo,·e and ca• 

rcss you, as we used to do Derley. 

Dcrlcy ! \Vho was he. 

Our goocl friend, an~wered the child ; 

but he 1s dea<l; ·we have wept a great deal 

for hin1. As he said this, his sister re

turned with some tortoise and humming 

bird's eggs; she brought also smne dates., 

and a large shell filled with a liquor, 

which to the taste seem~d that which 

flows from the palm tree. This simple re

past proved very salutary to the Colonel; 

his_ strength returned, he thanked his lit,. 

t1c hosts for their solicitude, and reflect

ing anew upon his ad\'enture, was asto

nished to. conceiYc it pos~ible that t·,,·o 

children, so youn6 and so d 1.Jicate, should 

provide for all their wants at an :ige when 

others scarcely know how to walk or 

think: he wished to discover by what 

means this n1iracle had been effected: but 

they ex _E.;ressed their ideas yery 1mper-
fcctly; 
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fectl y ; he could only guess at their little 

j'argon, and judge from it that they ·were 

English. He resolvc:1, nevertheless, while 

he waited for the return of day, to interro

gate them, that he might from their an

swers form some conjectures upon their 

condition, and the cause of their being 

deserted at so early an age. Ho\v old ,tre 

you ? said he. \Ve do not understand 

you, replied Ambrose: but when he re• 

peated, I ask how n1any tirnes you have 

seen the cold and hot seasons ? Eleanor 

said, \Ve cannot tell; but since the time 

our good friend died, we haYe at every 

sun made a mark with a stone on that 

great tree you see there. 

The Colonel admired the ingenious t'Xw 

pedient the children had employed, and 

going towa~d the tree, by the light of the 

1noon added all the 111arks and counted 

15 2 8, which 1nade four years two months 

;1nd eight days since they had lost Derley. 

But, said he, did he die as soon as you 
came here? 

0 yes, 
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0 yes, replied the children, his blood 
flowed like the s12ring at which we drink. 

1-Ie was wounded then, said the Colonel. 

\T ery much, they replied. 

But, said the Colonel, who brought you 
hither in the wooden house ? 

Iviamma, ,vith a great many men; one 
of them was a very bad man ; he beat 
Derley, and cut him \v:Lh a knife, and 
then put him with us into a little Loat 
that brought us hither. 

And do you, said the Colonel, , recol
] ect ·where you lived before you went into 
this ship? (for the wooden house you 
;:peak of is called a ship.) 

Yes, in great houses, where there ,vere 
Jnany line things; then we used to see 
our dear father sometimes, anc1 he used to 
1 iss and love us. 

' And 



And was your father in the ship ? said 

the Colonel. 

No; before we went into it, he and 

mamtna cried very much; c111d then vte 

saw him no more. 

In what place, said the Colonel, ,yas 

the great house in which you lived? 

In a place where there were a great many 

others, replied Ambrose. Do you re

men1ber, sister, that a woman used to 

carry us often into a fine garden, where 

there was a great riYer, and·roads of trees, 

,vherc fine w(,n1en and men used to walk 

while we played upon the grass with little 

girls and boys ? 

Yes, said Eleanor, 1 rcmetnbcr it ve1y 

well. 

From these answers the C.Jlonel could 

draw little infonnation ; all he couj~ctured 

n 5 was 
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was that his little ho )ts ,,verc the victims of 
some sort of treachery, and that Derley 
,vas their friend ; and he thought it pos
sible that the fine garden ·which they spoke 
of might be St . .J aincs's Park; but all this 
V>"as not sufficient! y clear; he hoped that 
time, by strengthening their reason, wo.uld 
afford him a more satisfactory explanation. 

No sooner had the morning sun in .. 
flamed the horizon than he arose, and 
taking the young pupils of Nature_. who 
·were henceforth to be his own, by the 
hand, set out to take a view of the land 
\vhich Providence had destined, for some 
time at least, to be his abode. He disco
yered that it was an island, surrounded by 
·tcep rocks, and accessible only on one 
side to ves:cls; it was not very extensi,·e, 
but was covered ·with mountains, woods, 
tittle hill~, and cool and fragrant ·val1eys ; 
hrre an cmb01vcring fore. t invited the 
t!avellcr to Utile in its awful incloHue the 
sweets of solitude: there :i mountain slowly 
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risinrr. co-,·ered with fern, discovered fr01n 
O· 

its top an extcnsi,·e ocean, strewed with 

an infinity of little islands, which appeared 

only like the points of so many rocks. 

Farther on a spring of water escaped tremb ... 

ling from the hollow of a cave, and ran 

meandering over beds of reeds to water a 

smiling plain, enamelled with all the va

nous beauties of vegetation. A thousand 

succulent vegetables and blooming flowers, 

a thous:1nd fniits and odoriferous trees,. 

contended for the shade and land; the 

cocoa: the cassia, the pc1.lm, and the banana 

tree, the leaves of ·which ,-vere, according 

to the Indians. the ycstments of our first 

parents; the fig. tbe w bite cotton tree,. 

in a word, all the 1nost curious and useful 

productions of r\1nerica. :-Jo tr.1cc- of men 

were, however, visible, but tho:e of diffe .. 

rent animals, such as otters, stags= go:lts, 

and the anta, an ani111al which resembles 

the deplnnt: though much smaller; and 

which is common to Peru. J\1nong the 

birJ~ was the nodny, a li ttlc inoficnsi vc bird, 

.h 6 whicL. 
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·which has the habit of clinging to the 

masts of. vessels; the edolio, so called 

from its repeating, in a low melancholy 

tone, edolio; and the foken, a bird of an 

exquisite flavour. 

\Vell, said Ambrose, having led the 

Colonel over the isbnd, do you find all 

this so frightful ? Eleanor and I sleep 

when it is no longer light, and ,vhen the 

sun shines, we run into the woods to 

seek food. '\Ve throw stones at the high 

trees, and the fruits fall and we eat them. 

But you had not ahvays strength to do 

so, ~aid the Colonel. 

No, replied Eleanor, it is onI y since 

~be dry '\-Vcather that An1brose thought of 
1t. 0 inc ! before ·we were not tall enough, 

and we only ate the fruits that the trees let 

t,ll, or some eggs that the great fish 

brou o ht to the side of the water : but ive 
• b 

ar~ near our cabin; corne in father, you 
shall 
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shall see it ; take care you do not hurt 

your head. It was a kind of subterra

neous cave, at which they arrived through 

a deep vallry overgrown with palm-trees. 

The Colonel readily entered, but w ,1s in
stantly alarmed by a fcetid smell that 

nearly stifled him: he advanced to disco

ver the cause, and what was his horror 

and astonishment, when, at the further 

part of the cave, he saw a disfigured 

corpse! it was partly dry, and partly pu
trid, and ,vas covered with different aro

matic leaves. Do not be frightened ! said 

Eleanor, obse1 ving the in1pression it made 

upon the Colonel, it is he! 

Fle ! my child, who ? 

Poor Derley, she replied, who fell dead 

in this corner. 

And have you, my children, said the 

Colonel, inhabited a cavern where--

Oh, 
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Oh, ,vc never left it, interru ptrd Elea

nor, that 'WC 1night be always with him. 
Yes, said Ambrose, we look at him every 

sun, and cover him with fresh leaves. 

Good creatures! exclaimed · the Colo

nel; but, 1ny little friends, he can no 
longer hear you. 

Oh! we know very welI, said Am .. 

brose, that he cannot hear us: for if he 

could, he ".Vould speak to us, but we ·would 

not part with hi1n for all that. 

But, n1y dear children, said the Colo

nel, you expose yourseh·es to the danger 

of becoming sick, and dying likewise. 

Ah! said Ambrose, having remained 

thoughtful a moment, once c1s ,,·e ·w ere 

looking at Derley, Eleanor>s face turned 

quite white, and she fell upon the ground. 

I thought she 'vvas going to die ; for I 

called, and she did not ans·wer me ; Elea-
nor, 
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nor, I said, my dear Eleanor, ·will you 

leave Ambrose all alone ? but she did not 

speak. Then I turned to the Sun, and 

begged he would give me back Eleanor, 

or burn me with his fire. He heard me, 

for she got up and walked. 

Not the Sun, my child, said the Colo

nel, but God heard you. 

God! \Vho is God? 

That Great Being, my child, said the 

Colonel, who has placed you upon the 

earth; who watches over you, who has mi

raculously preserved your life; but I 

shall explain this hereafter; at present 

,ve must think of taking hence this inani

mate corpse. 

Oh, no ! exclaimed the children at the 

same instant. 

Suffer 111e to remove i-t, said the ColoneL 

I'ray, 
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Pray, pray, said Eleanor, hold.lng her 

little hands toward him, do not take it 

away : ,ve shall die if we do not see poor 

Derley. 

By argument and entreaty the Colone1, 

howe1:•er, at length prevailed; he drew 

fro1n them a reluctant consent, and draw

ing the corpse of the unfortunate Derley 

from the cavern, began to examine it, hop

ing to form from it some conclusions rela

tive to the fate of the two little strangers. 

Disfigured as it ,vas, it appeared to be 

that of a man about thirty ye:ns of age, 

tall and well made; his clothes, upon be

ing touched, fell into rags; but the Co

lonel picked up 'a watch, set vtith dia

n1onds, and a gold snuff-box, in the in

side of which was set the portrait of a ,vo-

1nan: the damp had almost wholly defaced 

it, but it was easy to distinguish th,1t the 

principal features were handsome. The 

box, he observed also. had a do11 blc bot

to1n, in which he found a letter, \\' hich he 
pcned 
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opened precipitately, but it was so mace

rated, that, among others entirely defaced, 

he could on] y distinguish the following 

words: 

London. · 

" I have only--to depart--your 

" children-----of Derley---

" Dep four years that---

" union, this----the first---·to 

"God--

--In Piccadilly, at twelve--

Finding nothing more upon the corpse, 

excepting some guineas, a knife, scissars, 

and a pocket-book absolutely in ashes, he 

resolved to inter it : but, said he to the 

children, who, with eyes bathed in tears, 

anLl fixed upon Derley, seemed buried in 

the n1o~t profound apathy, how was it that 

you did not touch the jewels your unfor

tunate friend possessed? 

Oh! they replied, we loved hin1 too 

much 
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much to take any thing from him, and 
then we did not know he had all these 
pretty things. 

You have never then searchc.J him ? 
s~id the Colonel. 

Never, said Ambrose, ·we only looked 
;;lt him, and then wept~ 

\Vhat respectful tenderness ! exclaimed 

the Colonel. His thoughts then reverted 
to the interment of the corpse. 1-Je had 

obsen·ed: in an adjacent vale, a little 
mount, which was covered with myrrh 
trees and ovenhaded by four palms. To 
this spot he immediat.cJ y repaired, and 
having ·with a branch of tbe Li~ch,do, the 
hard wood which the negroes us~ for the 
construction of their cabins, dug a grave, 
he deposited in it the remains of the unfor
tunate Dcrley, while his two little friends 
beheld the mournful cerern.ony b,ithed in 

tears, 

I 

Ii 
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I-Ie then struck fire from 21. neighbour

ing rock, a wonder which much surprised 

the children, and burnt upon the grave 

the clothes of the decea&ed: adding a quan

tity of mint, cloves, and other fragrant 

herbs thclt grew near, to purify the air . 

. Ambrose and Eleanor could not depart 

·without casting 1nany a lingering glance 

toward a spot, which contained in their 

eyes an in°stimable treasure. They 
.vall~ed-stopped- walked-and would 

again retrace the same ste}?s to bid an eter .. 

n.11 farewell to their good friend. 

In the mean while the sun inclined to .. 

:\\'ard the ·west, a·nd the sea, as they as

cended the valley, reflecting his cri msor.1 

r~ys, :1ppeared a vast plain of fire. Ar-

1 iYin6 on the ~hore: the Colonel stopped 

to admi re the glories of the scene, and the 

children, forgetting their grief, walked 

hand in hand toward the rocks, and 

amused themselves with collectirvr shells 
0 

and sea-·wceds. For some min.1tes the 

Colonr::l 
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Colonel lost . ight of them ; but Eleanor 
soon returned out of breath, to tell hi1n 

. that her brother and she had discovered a 
great thing ,vhich they believed to be a 

• fi.'ih. Come and see it, father, said he; 
it is dead, so do not be afraid. Saying 
this, she led him among the rocks, where 
they found Ambrose attentively examin
ing something which the Colonel soon 
discovered to be a large bundle of ham
mocks which the returning tide had driYen 
on shore. This suggested to him the idea 
of recovering from the wreck some arti .. 
cles that might soften the severity of his 
mi.'ifortune, an idea which had not till 
this moment occurred to him; he began 
to search diligently among the rocks, and 
with inexpressible joy discovered two 
large chests, three small casks of brandy, 
a11cl some tubs of salt provision, be~ide 
~cvc.:ral copper utensils, and other articles. 
l'hese treasures were by degrees conveyed 

fro1n the rocks, and deposited in a subter .. 
raneous cave which the children pointed 

out. 

t 

sa 

.. 
'· 
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out. The Colonel then, impatient to ex

amine the contents of the ·chests, forced 

one of them open, and found in it several 

suits of clothes, a quantity of shirts, stock

ings, handkerchiefs, and son1e gold and 

jewels. The other, which was the carpen. 

ter's chest, contained a variety of different 

tools, and was considered by the Colonel 

as a greater trea~ure than all the rest. 

The fatigues of the day at length render ... 

ing rest and rcfreshrnent necessary, he 

kindled a fire, and boiled some pieces of 

salt 1neat : then seating himself with hi~ 

young companions on the sea beach, he 

shared with them a n1eal of which hunger 

made the chief dainty; and he was not a 

little diverted to see them, ·with sparklin ,, 
. b 

eyes: relish the flayour of meat, the taste of 

which they had long forgotten, and ten

derly incite each other to partake of a feas t 

which to then1 appeared delicious. 

You do not eat, brother, said Eleanor-; 

nor 
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nor you, si.c:ter, returned A1nbro.sc ; and 
then they both foll greedily upon their 
1neat, which presently disappeared. Their 
good friend smiled, and congratulated 
himself upon the povl'er of contributing 
to their happiness. The repast being 
ended, they all three repaired to the ca
vern, where Ambrose and Eleanor soon 
feil Jsleep. It was not so with their friend; 
a thousand painful reflections kept him 
long from tasting the same refreshment. 
He could not forbear contrasting his situ
ation and prospects the preceding day 

·with those of the present 1noment. \\That 
a change had a fev.-· hours wrought! Flu~h
ed ·with hope he ·was returning to his 

country to enjoy, with a wife and child 
whom he tenderly loved, all the conveni
·cies and the elegancies of life : he now 
sav1 himself the solitary inhabitant of an 
unfrequented tract: o11iged to 1cnounce 
his ·wife, his friends, all he held dear. 
The~c reflection:-, in spite of his forti ~ude, 

be<le\vecl his cheek with tears; but when 
h,; 

i: 
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h~ called to mind the dangers fron:1 which he 

had escaped, and that his life, among the 

nu;nbcrs w h1ch the waves had swallowed, 

had been preserved, he acknowledged the 

goodness of thz..t Being who had protected 

hi1n, and with cheerfulness and resignation 

committed his fate into his hands. I-iis 

thoughts then turned upon his little compa• 

nions, in whose fat~ it was impossible not to 

be interested; abi'tndoncd to themselves on 

an uninhabited island at the early age of 

three years and a half; the marks upon 

the great tree forming four years two 

months and eight days, the wholeamounted 

to no more than seven years eight months 

and eight days. Their preservation, he 

thought, could have been effected by lit

tle less than a 1niracle, and vie,-ving the1n 

as the objects sjgnally pointed at by Pro

vidence in his shipwreck, he resolved 

henceforth to be to them a father, guide, 

an<l friend. 

The rising sun awoke him -fro1n a short 

repose, 
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repose, and he looked round to salute his 
fellow-citizens; but was surprised to find 
that they had left the cave. At first he 

concluded they would soon return, but 
an hour neariy elapsing, he grew alarmed, 
and haying sought them ·without success 
in the ca·ve they had formerly inhabited, 

he repaired to the seashore "'' hich he tra
versed in the utmost anxi~ty, calling them. 
repeatedly by name. IIe knew not what 
to think, and began to form a thousand 
horrid conjectures concerning wild beast~, 
that, for any thing he knew to the contrary, 
1night inhabit the island, when the idea 
occurred to hi1n that they might be at the 
place where Derley was interrccl. To 
this spot their affectionate hearts h~d in 
truth conducted then1; he met them re
turning through the wood, their eyes still , 
wet with the tears they had shed upon the 
gra,·e of their friend. The Colonel chid 
thetn gently for the alarn1 they cau~ed him, 
an<l taking them by the hand, I an1 plca.·ccl, 
my little friends, said he, as they ·walked 

tbroubh 

I 

" 
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through the ,vood, with the gratitude and 

affection you discover toward your un

fortunate good friend; it convinces me 

that your hearts are good; but you must 

cease to regret him; God has, I doubt not, 

taken him from you to bestow on him a 
happiness that nothing can interrupt. 

How is that, father ? said the children., 

we do not understand you. 

I will explain it to you, my little friends, 

said the Colonel, I ought to do so, but 

necessity engages n1c at present to defer 

this duty. \Ve cannot inhabit the gloomy 

cave we now occupy; we must endca,·our 

to construct a n1orc agreeable retreat; a 

cabin that will shelter us from the injuries 

of the air, and serve us as an asylu1n against 

all alarms. The children were delighted; 

they jumped round their good friend, cx

clai1ning in an extacy, Y\' c ,vill he] p ) ou, 

father! we ·will help you! The Colonel, 

howe,·cr, rcsoh·cd before he began his ope-

C ration · 
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rations to visit the rocks> judging that the 
influx of the tide might, during the night, 
·have brought otlur articles from the 
,,.·reek on shore; nor was he deceived; he 
found a cask of oil, a second tub of salt 
provision: and a chest containing; beside 
linen, a variety of books, among vd1ich 
were so1ne of the best Latin and English 
authors, a ca::;e of mathematical instru .. 
1nents, and a small 1nariner·s compass. 

The book:, were damaged by the wet, but 
he hoped soon to dry and rend~r the1n fit 
for use. Beside these he found several 
other articles scattered along the ::;hore. 

IIavina- secured these new treasures, he 
. t> 

turned his thoughts upon the grand work 
of constructing a cabin. Betv-1een two 
hills that rose near the sea coast ·was a 
cool valley, in the midst of which a spring 
of '"'·ater, gushing from a rock, formed a 
basin bordered with a thousand odoriferous 
flowers. This valley, shaded by palm-
trees, and exposed to the rising sun, was 

a stranger 
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a stranger to the burning he~ts of noon. 
It offere~ an agreeable retreat to the philo, 
sopher, and was on one side bounded by 
the whole extent of the ocean, and on the 
other by an embowering forest. Here, 
at the entrance of the forest, the Colo .. 
nel resoh·ed to erect his new habitation, 
and with this design collecting the preci ... 
ous instruments he had taken from the 
wreck, hewed two of those trees called 
bi schaloes, and shaped four stakes fifteen 
inches thick, and eight feet long; these he 
drove into the earth at the distance of 
t,venty feet fron1 each other, planting be ... 
tween each t,vo six smaller. ·rhis don~, he 
filled the intermediate space with flints, 
·cementing the whole with a whitish sort of 
earth, very much resembling that in Eu .. 
rope called marle, and which mixed ,·vith 
lvater forn1ed a cement, to which the rays 
of Lhc sun soon g,n·c a hardness equal to 
that of ~tone. 1-Ic did nut forget pre
viously to leayc in this little edifice a ., 

door, b11t narrow, that he and his com
panions might tl1e better defend them-, 

C 2 selves , 
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seh·es, in case of an. attack, against the 

wild beasts. A large chi1nney was also 

formed, and two windows to establish a 

current of air necessary in so confined a 

place occupied by three penons. The la

teral pJ.rts thus finished, a covering was 

i1cxt to be thought of, and this did not 

a little puzzle our architect, who haviug 

neither tiles nor the tools necessary to saw 

planks, "·J.s embarr.isscd how to defend 

his house against the rain and hail, the 

~ize of ·which is prodigious in Atncrica. 

1\t length, calling to mind the 111an .. 

ner in which the Africans roof their dv..'ell

ings, he placed seven or eight joi~ts hori

zontally upon the building, and then hav

ing raised others into a point, he fanned 

the ·whole into a carcase with tenons and 

1nortices: and covered it with the leaves of 

the paltn-trcc interwoven into a sort of 

1nat, in the 1n~nnc.:r of the N cgrocs on the 

gold coast: he next made a partition, ·which 

~cparated the interior of the cabin in.to two 

part~, ancl form~d for Eleanor .a little 
chamber 

1 
I 
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chamber about two feet square, the en

trance of which eommunicated ·with that 

which he designed for himself and Am

brose. Three stools and a bilTet, serving 

for a table, were next produced; also some 

plates, spoons and drinking cups, 111adc with 

the leaves of a tree called the balizeir, which 

arc used by the natives of !v1adagascar for 

the covcri ng of their hou~es, and which, 

· if ,vell dried, will remain, it is r-aid, unde .. 

cayed fiye or six years. lt is impossible 

to describe the zeal and activity of the 

Colonel; alternately carpenter, n1ason, 

tiler, and joiner, he pursued his opera

tions with a degree of vigour and perscve • 

ranee that remoYed every obstacle. Am

brose and Eleanor, on the other hand, as

sisted him as much as their strength would 

permit; they went in search of the earth 

of which their cement was forn1ccl, moist

ened it, presented the tools, carried a way 

the chips, gathered the paltn lca"f:e~ (for 

they cli1nbed the highest trees " ·1th the 

greatest agility) joined thc1n to~el her un-

c 3 d,-r 
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<ler the conduct of their friend; in a v.ronl, 
1:1niting all their endeavours to alleviate his 
fatigue, and accomplish a work of which 
they felt, as he did, aII the utility. At the 
,,ncl of a 1nonth the little edifice was com
pleted, and all that he had gained from the. 
wreck, chests, tools, linen, clothes, &c. 
conveyed into it: ·with respect to beds, he 
1nade three Yery commodious of some ham
n1ocks spread ·with mats con1posed of palm 
leaves dried in the sun. The chimney 
concealed his kitchen utensils, which were 
11ung upon hooks driven into the wall for 
that purpose; in short, every thing was 
complete, and the Colonel and his little 
friends took possession of their new habita
tion. The children knew not how to ex. 
press their joy; they ran, wept, laughed, 
examined all, and leaping by turns 011 the 
u cck of their friend, call eel hitn rep ea tedl y 
their father, their dear Carlton, for he had 
taught them to express his name: then, 
~udclenly quitting him, they recxan1ined 
all, seated them~eh·cs t,,_.enty times upon 

the 
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the benches, touched and removed all the 
furniturc 1 and then returning, again threw 
themselves into his arms. The Colonel 
n1adc thc1n at length sit down, reco1n
n1endcd silence, and spoke to them in these· 
terms :-It is time, my children, that I 
think o[ the great work to which God has 
appointed 1ne, that of your education : 

the forming of your hearts will not, I think, 

cost me rnuch trouble; they are good andJ 
susceptible. \Yith respect to your intel
lects, I believe then:i to be sound and co1n
prehensive; but I shall form a better 
judgment when I am more particularly 
acquainted with the manner in which you 
have conducted yourselves since your re
~idenc~ on this i::iland : it is ncces~ary 
t!1crcfore, Ambrose, before I detail to you 
tny plans, that you rc_count to 1ne, in the 
most exact tnanncr that your tnemory will 
permit, whtit you did upon first coming out 
of the ship that brought you hither, and 
acquaint me with the means you ha\'C em

ployed since th ~~t time to p-resen·c your 

C 4 e ·istencc 
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existence and to provide for all your 
wants: arrange your ideas, my child, as 
·well as you are able, and do not omit the 
1nost trivial circu1nstancc; the detail will 
be 1nore interesting to me than you may 
~nppose. 

The Colonel ceased, and Ambrose, who 
during a 1nonth had learned to reflect 
a little, and to express his ideas in a more 
intelligent manner, was silent a few mi
nutes to recollect himself, and then gave 
without intcrrurtion the following re
cital. 

'\V c lived, as we told you, father, in 
a \\·ooden house that went upon the water: 
we had slept in it a great many times, and 
every n1orning Derley used to come and 
take us up aud carry us to mamma, who 
used to kiss us and cry, and this made us 
cry too. Once as she was kissing us and 
crying, a man came into the cabin and 
talked a great deal to her; it ·w '1S that 

naughty 
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n:1ughty man I told you of-mamma cried 
very much, and would have taken us in 
her arms, but he took us away fro1n her 
and threw us upon the ground. Then 
Derley was very angry, and seized that 
naughty man by the throat, but he drew 
a very long knife and run it into his belly. 
Then several ugly men ca1ne in, and put 
us and Derley into a little bo:tt, that went 
upon the water 1nuch faster than the 
wooden house. Dcrlcy oroancd very ~ b 
much, and we were all covered with his 
blood; but the me;n in the boat laughed, 
and set us all three upon this land. Then 
Derlcy fell down and lay a long time upon 
the ground : at last he got up very soft1 y, 
and took us by tbc hand, ancl wa1kccl to 
the cayc where you know we livcc.1, father, 
till you came; but as soon as he got in, 
he fell clown again, and dragged us upon 
him. \Ve cried, and spoke to him, but 
he did not answer, he only groaned: he 
groaned all night ancl we cried, and when 
the ~un came again, he breathed no 1norc. 
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\Ve took him by the hands, but they were 

quite cold; then we spoke to him again, 

b\It he did not answer ; so we went out of 
the cave, crying, and running about upon 

the seashore. Eleanor soon fell down ; I 

ran to her, and fell down too, for I felt as 

if I were going to fall asleep. vVhile we 

were sitting, a goat passed by with a 

young one sucking : at that moment it 
came into my mind to drive away the 

young one, and suck some of the milk; so 

drawing 1nysclf under the goat, the good 

creature let me drink as much as I would 

without going away or hurting me. This 

gave 111c strength ; I got up and led her to 

.Eleanor, who sucked some of her n1ilk, 

srmlecl, held out her hand to me, got 

up; but the goat was going away, and 

we were afraid she would not come back 

to us. \Vhat shall we do? said I to 

Eleanor. Let us lead her to Derley, she 

replied: so ,ve took her by the horn and 

ltd bcr to the ca\'c, the ,oungone follow

in ,r ~11 the w,q,. Still Der le}' did not 
,':) 

speak, 
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sp~ak, so we began again to cry and call 

him: Derley ! ,,ve said, Der1ey, speak to 

us : are you angry ? we will do so no 

more. Answer us, Derley, it is Am

brose., it is Eleanor; do you not love us ? 
Our uneasiness increased every instant., 

we were so happy ,vith marn111a ! and now 

we were in a frightful cave, all dark ! This 

n1ade us on a sudden thoughtful ; we 

ceased crvinQ', and looked at each other, 
./ L' 

without speaking or stirring at a11. In this 

time we forget our goat, till seeing she was 

gone, wc ran out of the cave to ·seek her •. 

In our way something fell from a high 

tree as wc passed it, and frightened us very 

rnuch: we ran away as fast as 1'\'C could· , :, 

but at last vc11turing to look back, and 

seeing nothing to alarm us, we returned 

on tip-toe to see vdiat had fallen from the 

tree, and found a fruit shaped like a very 

lar~e green pear : I was so hungry that I 

could not help tasting it, and found that 

it was ,·crv abood ,· so I cave it to Eleanor 
/ t b ' 

who ate half and left 1ne the rest. \Ve 

c 6 then 
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then went again in search of the goat; but 
seeing as we passed a great tree that water 
came out of it, being very dry, I put my 
1nouth to the tree and sucked some : Elea
Hordid the san1e, and we both thought it was 
1nuch better than the water we had before 
drunk. At last thinking we should not 
find the gentle beast which had giYen us 
1Jcr milk, we went back to the cave, but we 
vcrc a long time in finding it. The sight 

of our good friend niade us again cry very 
:much, till no longer seeing any light, we 
fell upon the ground and slept till ;i new 
~1;11. \Vhen we avvoke we kissed Derley, 
ar+<l berng very hungry, ran to the tree at 
the fuot of which ·we had found the great 
tear; but there were no pears; so ·we ran 
1 o the seashore, crying and repeating the 
prayers rnamma used to make us say morn

.ing and night. 0, Eleanor, do you re-
1nembcr how frightened we ,vere ! There 
,,.·,1.s a great bcctst upon the sands, JUSt like 
a ::yidcr; .Elcarwr, ·who saw it first, ~creamed 
,Jut, and taking rn.c by the)rnnd: ran to our 
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c,rve, where we hid ourselves; for we 

thought the great beast was coming after 

us. \Ve staid there till the heat of the day, 

crying and screaming dreadfully; but 

finding it did not follow us, we grew 

calm, and I began to think of the great 

pear which had frightened us, and after

ward proved so good: so I said to Elea

nor, Let us go and see if the great beast 

be still there. Ah ! she replied, it will 

eat us. No, said I, if it wants to eat us, 

I will throw a great stone and kill it. 

Eleanor consented, and we went softly to 

the place where we had seen it, and in its 

room fuund several yellow eggs. Vv e did 

not n1uch like the looks of them; but I 

was so hungry that I soon took courage 

to break one, and Eleanor and I swallo,ved 

thc1n one after another, and found them 

nicer than the eggs we had eaten with 

tnamma. It was very lucky, father, that lVC 

found them, for wc felt as if wc should fall 

ancl die for want of food; but after we had 

eaten the e <Trrs '\YC bcrrew stron 'T a rr ~1i11 anJ 
00 0 0 ' 
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began to speak of what had happened to 
us. Still we called upon Derley, hoping 
in time to awake him, and at last grew so 
weary and sick, that we laid ourselves 
dO'wn to sleep till another sun. This too 
1-ve spent in crying and seeking food. A 
very pretty little bird, with a long beak, and 
black and_ blue feathers, let its nest fall 
from a tn.-e, and we found in it some eggs, 
whole and broken, but much sn1aller and 
more yellow than those ·which . the great 
beast had left on the sands. \Ve divided them, 
and at the same time I saw lying on the 
ground two of the same large pears which 
had before fallen from the tree. Herc, sis
ter, said I, is one for you and one for me. 
\Ve ate them, and then went to the tree 
which gave the water, and sucked till we 
were no 1on6er dry. In this manner, father, 
we lived for several suns, and were only 
sorrowful when we entered the cave where 
poor Dcrley continued to flecp without 
speaking: still we hoped he would wake, and 
a thought o:ie sun came into my head: a. ·we 

stood t. 
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stood on the seashore looking at the great 

fire which shines in the heavens. \Vhat shall 

we do, si~ter, said I, to count the suns Der

ley may sleep, that we may tell him when he 

awakes? vVe both thought a good while; 

but at last Elea11or took a flint, and said, 

Let us make a stroke upon this great tree 

e,·ery time the sun comes back to us; Dcr

ley knows how to read, and he will tell 

when he awakes. Since that time we have 

not passed one sun wit.bout making a stroke 

on the tree ; you have read the1n, father, 

and know how many there are. 

IIere the Colonel could no longer retain 

his admiration : he embraced his two little 

friends, addressed some exclamations to 

}leaven, and desired Ambro~e to continue 

his recital, which he did in these words: 

,,re every day found food, and beg;-in 

to forget our grief, when I thought to my

self, if these trees should not let fall any 

more apples, nor the:;e birds their nests; 

nor 
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nor the great beasts bring u; any more 
eggs, ·what must l-ve do ? \Ve must try to 
get something to eat, if all this should hap .. 
pen. Then I took some stones, and threw 
them with all n1y strength at the trees, and 
a great many apples and nests fell at our 
feet. Eleanor and I gathered them up, 
and carried the1n to the cave, where we 
hid them under some leaves of the same 
trees which are very large. '\Ve did this 
eve~·y sun, and were never in want of food~ 
but sometimes we \,;,·ere very much fright
ened indeed! for those great beJ sts you 
have seen, father, in the ·woods, ,votdd 
come by night ahnost into our Ctn-e; but 
we always hid ourselves behind Dcrley, 
and they went away ·without biting us. 
One night there came a horse that had a 
long neck, , and a great hnnp upon his 
back; the sight of it frightened us so 1nuch, 
that ,~·e ran out of the cave, and ran 
screaming violently, till coming to a tree, 
l set my feet and 11ands a(~ainst it, and 
grasping it very close: climbed quite to 
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the top, calling to my sister to do the same. 

She followed 1ny example, and the crooked 

horse, finding he could not get at us, went 

away directly, and when he was a good 

way off we came down. Ah ! father, we 

should have been very glad if we had known 

the secret yon have shown us of getting 

fire out of the stones, for we were some

times cold. Our clothes gut torn, and 

when they were very bad we threw them 

away, and for some suns remained quite 

naked; but at last we found the skin of a 

beast, which we divided between us: here 

it is still ; what do you call it ? 

It is the skin of an otter, replied the 

Colonel. 

\V ell, then, continued Ambrose, this 

country is full of t~1ese otters. \Ve will 

try to get a skin for you when your coat is 

worn out. 

Is this all that has happened, Ambrose? 
said the Colonel. 
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Yes, said Ambrose, -all. 

But, returned the Colonel, you nave 
not yet spoken of the large black men you 
saw. 

Oh, said Ambrose, I, forgot: in truth, 
we must take care of them ? 

vVelI, said the Colonel, but how came 
you to see them ? 

\V11y, said Ambrose, one day when it 
'-Vas very bad weather, I left Eleanor in 
the cave and went out to seek food, and 
when I ca1ne back she can1e running to me, 
quite frjghtened, crying, \Ve shall be 
eaten-we shall be eaten-I have seen-
I asked her what? Great ugly black n1en, 
said she, there-look-do not you see 
the1n? \Vhile she was speaking, I saw 
afar off a great many black men running 
one after the other. I directly let fall all 
that I had brought, and taking my sister 
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by the hand, we both ran to a dark cave 

that is under ground : if you stand where 

I do, father, you may see it: there, on 
that side where the sun appears. \V c hid 

ourseh·es at the bottom of it very much 

terrified; but not hearing any thing, came 
out from time to time to see if the black 
men ·were still there. At last we did not 
see them at all, and running to the side 

whence they ca1ne, we saw them a very 
great way off in a little boat, that went 
very fast upon the water. They have been 
here since, but we saw no more of them 
than we did at first ; they never come this 

way, it is only in the great gardens, which 
you call woods, that we sec the1n: when 
they arc gone we find large animals there 
skinneq, trees quite destroyed, and the 
feathers of birds, which makes us think 
that these black men co1ne here to kill the 
beasts, and to take the birds and apples. 
This, father, is all I can recollect : we 
have lived, as I have told you, from the 
time you sec the n1arks upon the tree, 

without 
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without doubt through the goodness of 
the God w horn you tell us of: till now 

we have said the prayers man1ma taught us 

to the sun, who walks in the heavens, 

thinking he was God; bnt if there be 

another, we will pray to hi1n, and be very 

good, that he 1nay love us. 

Ambrose ceased speaking, and the Co

lonel was silent a few minutes, to admire 

the hand of Providence in the preservation 

of these innocents.! The green pears of 

which they spoke he found no difficulty 

in judging to be carasols, a fruit con1-

mon to America; the great beast on the 

shore a tortoise, the eggs of which are de

licious, and co1nmonly deposited by this 

creature on the- sands: the bird with black 

and blue feathers, he su pposcd to be the 

hu1n111ing-bird, and the water which flow

ed fron1 the great tree, the sap of the palm; 

but more especially did he acknmvlcdgc an 

overruling Providence in the succour 

' they had rccei vcd fr~1n the goat : he had 
rcacl 
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read of bears, and even lionesses having 

suckled infants, but till now had justly 

considered such stories as fabulous. At 

length, taking Am .:rose by the hand, the 

desire you exf)ress, my son, said he, of 

knowing that powerful and beneficent 

Being, who has miraculously preserved. 

you amidst these deserts, :5hall be gratified: 

too great to render himself visible to his 

weak creature, know, my child, that fron1 

the height of I-leaven he watches over the 

conduct of all n1en : nothing escapes hi1n; 

he knows all, sees all, hears all, and with 

a glance of his_ eye cornprehcnds the whole 

earth. 

. 

The earth! interrupted A.mbr0se, do 
you mean the country in which we liYe? 

l 

The earth, tny children, I need not tell 

yolJJ said the Colonel, is ,the ground ori 

which ·we tread, but ,it · consists not only 

of this island, it I extend~ beyond the seas, 

and contains four great countries ·which 
arc 
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are called Europe, Asia, Africa, and Ame
rica, which last is the part of the world 
we are now 111. 

Then this island, said Ambrose, is 
America? 

No, replied the Colonel, but it makes 
a part of it. 

'\Ve do not, said the children, under• 
stand you. 

\Vhen you are further instructed, said 
the Colonel, when I shall have taught you 
to read and write, you will perfect I y co1n
prehend all this : at present it will be suffi
cient to acquaint you, that this great Bc 4 

ing, who is called God, created all things : 
the sun, which has hitherto been the ob 4 

ject of your adoration, and which commu• 
nicates light and heat to all n~.turc:· \\' as 
formed by his word: he has fnrnishcd the 
earth 1Yith thousands of beautiful plant5 

and 
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and animals: we can behold nothing that 
does not speak his praise and almighty 
power: to him, my children, you owe 
your being : his word called you into ex
istence, and his mercy renders that existence 
a blessing. You must look up to him as 
the author of all good, and to please him, 
be hu1nble, meek, and endeavour to in1i .. 
tate his perfections by diffu1>ing happiness 
to every creature around you. 

Ambrose and Eleanor listened to thi~ 
11scourse with an attention fro1n which 
cheir friend drew the happiest presage. 
The day passed insensjbly away; they 
supped in the new cabin, and aftenvard 
prepared to occupy their ham1nocks. 
Eleanor busied herself for some time about 
her chamber; she \valkcd in it a great 
while, and did not go to skep till she had 
twenty times examined an<l changed the 
place of the little furniture it cont.1ined • 

• 'The Colonel and Ambrose; neighbours to 
each other, <liscourscd for some tune; 

then 
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then resigning themselves to the power5 

of sleep, they enjoyed an uninterrupted 

repose. The rising sun at length en. 

lightened the cabin, when the Colonel, 

finding that his pupils were still buried in 

a profound sleep, took them gently by the 

hand, and with pleasure saw them open 

their eyes, stretch out first one arm, then 

the other, raise their heads, and smile on 

him with an inexpressible grace. You 

should give an example to your sister, 

An1brose, said he, and be beforehand with. 

the sun. 

Forgive n1e, dear father, said .Ambrose, 

but we have slept in such a good bed! 

It is enongh, my son, replied the Co. 

lonel but to morrow and cvcrv future ' , 

day, you must at daybreak repair both 

~f yon to the ' seash\)re, and offer your 

thanks and p·rayers to the Being who has 

presen·ccl you duririg the night. This the 
t:hilclren 
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children assured him they would not faii 
to do. 

Having erected and furnished his little 
dwelling, the Colonel was resolved to 
visit the interior part of the island, -that he 
tnight n1orc particular! y examine its yegc
tablc productions, and execute the pro .. 
jccts he had fonned. He accordingly set 
out, and had not advanced far before he 
discovered plains covered with rice, maize, 
~1nd 1nanioco. These were the principal 
ubjccts of his pursuit: wilh the assistance 
of the children about lwo bushels of maize 
were gathered1 and conveyed in hammocks 
to the cabin. Some hztndfuls of this were 
spread upon the turf and exposed to the 
scorching heat of noon, which soon dried 
it sufficiently to grind. The Colonel then 
rna<lc in a rock a hole in the form of a 
·mortar, and "·ith a pestle uf wood broke 
the grains and reduced them to powcler. 
It w;-is then necessary to winnow it, that. 

the; clwff might be separated fro1n the graini 

D a~d 
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and this he performed by shaking it Yio • 

. Jcutly in a cloth, ·which Ambrose ancl Elca. 

nor held extended: afterward it was 2iround 

i11to flour between two stones and dihited 

with ·water. A little brandy being mixed 

\'l·ith rhis paste by lvc1y of lc~n-cn, it was 

put to bake upon flints strongly heated by 

the firei ancl thus a bre;ul, very light and 

a_srecablc to the palate, ·was mack. \\'hilc 

the cbii<lren watchccl the bread, the Colo

nel rctnrncJ to n1akc fre:-ih disc0ycrics : he 

fr1und, as he proceeded iuto the i:--lancl, 

a r1 reat deal of millet. but di ffcrent from 
., , 

th«t of Europe, a11Ll fine potatoes, ·which 

he k11cw "·01dcl .dfon1 cxcellcut nouri~h

mcnt; he d-isccn-c-r-·cl also some green fig~, 

ancl a variety of wholesome .:11cl delicious 

fruits connnon to ~\.merica; but for these 

it w,1..; ncccs,ar1: to no far into the i.slauc.l, 
., v 

and tbis became a?1 inconvenience : to re. 

mcdr it with the a~sistancc of his little pu-
, ' 

pils: h(~ dug np and sowed a picu: of Jantl 

near the cabin: which extended from the 

.seashore to the forest, that served a, its 

bouudar\' . ., 

.,. 

.,. , . 
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boundary. This sort of orchard in the end 
furnished them with maize, rice, millet, 
potatoes, and all the most useful and deli. 
c10us productions of the soil. 

The reader having now seen our islan
ders furnished with the first necessaries of 
life, will not perhaps be displeased to 
learn in what n1anner they employed their 
time. In the n1orning the Colonel took 
Ambrose into the woods ,vith him to hunt, 
luving for this necessary purpose fabricated 
a bow about three feet and a half long, 
the string of which v;.1s a gut twisted: and 
the arrmys a stick furnished ,~·ith two f\.?a
thcn;~ and terminated by a flint sharpenct.1. 
\Vi th these they killed the different animals 
that inhabited the ·woo<ls, such as stags, 
goats, does, and among the birds the duel<: 
and the foken, ,vhicl1 furnished them ,-vith 
excellent food. During this time Eleanor 
was cm1)lo1·cd in b,1ki11n the 1read or i11 

•'::'> ' olhcr liLLlc oiEccs of clouc:--tic crconorny. 
011 rctur11ing, they busiccl tht!rrn,clvcs ia 

D 2 collcctill n u 
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collecting the eggs which were deposited 

upon the sea beach by the tortoise and alli-

gator: the last mentioned is so singular, that 

a short description of it may be dcse1Ting 

the attention of the reader. The alligator 

is a sort of crocodile common to America: 

its head js large, and its jaws furnished with 

s~rong teeth, t"·o of ,vhich <.: : pccially arc 

exu.-uncly loner· it has four Jc,rs which 
. b' ,:,·, 

arc yery short, and terminated by large 

feet, and its back rrorn the head to the tail 

is covered with ~trong scales, as also two 

large lumps which are o-vcr the eyes; its 

stomach is furnished with four glands, and 

its tail always drags on the ground. This 

animal lives indifferently 011 land ancl wa" 

ter, and is not mischievous but ,v hen pro

voked : its eggs arc esteemed a great dainty. 

The cultivation of their field next engaged 

the attention of the Colonel and his pupils, 

after which Lhcy dined, and spent lhc after

noon in study or in gardening. 

~uthing 
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N othinrr could exceed the attention of 
b 

Ambrose and Eleanor to the lessons of their 

friend who had found the 1ncans of teach-
' 

ing them not onJy to read but to write. 

He ha<l cliscoyered in the woods a tree much 

resembling the simpi of the Isle of ,\1ada

gascar: its bark: after being exposed to the 

sun, became as white as paper, and though 

it smelt a little of musk, this was easily 

weakened by exposing it to the fumes of aro

matic herbs : at the foot of this tree flowed a, 

sort of gum, n1uchlike that of the Indian fi 6-

tree, the sap of which is usecl by the Indi

ans, to colour their vessels black. Bei.1g 

thus furnished with paper and ink, he s0O11 

added pens: he shaped thern with his 

knife, and put then1 into the hands of his 

young pupils, who ·were soon able to write 

and read, and consequcntl y to feel the va

lue of those books (for a1nong them 1,vcre 

some of the best author~) which had been 

taken from the wreck. Pray, father, sail 

Ambrose one clar , laying down a book. 

l) 3 explain 
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explain to me why there are kings in the 

countries I read of. 

?v1en living in society, my son, said the 
Colonel, in which there are good and bad, 

1t i:, necessarv to cst;.tblish rull r-.;, th at or-
~ 

dcr and peace may be 1naintai11cc.L 

I <lo not understand you, ~aid Ambrose. 

1 \\'i 11 endeavour; replied his friend, to 

explain n1ysclf n10rc clcarl r. Suppose nmv, 

for cx~rnple, there ,.ere in this island a 

great 1nany men and wo1nen who lived to .. 
gcther in common, can you not concci,·e 

that one 1night wish for the field of his 

neighbour, that anoLhcr might cut the 

throat of his enemy "·ithout pitr ; that 

this man rni dht enter our cabin to seize 

111)011 our fooc.1. and that dri,·e us fr0111 it 
~ , 

to establish hi s own residence in it : 

}low! exclaimed the children with as

toni· hment, arc men capable of thi.:- ? 

I am 

f 
\, 
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I cim ,l'.,hamcd, my children, said the 

Colonel, to reply that they an.'; and that 

unfortunc1lcly the nu1nber of the wicked 

surpass that of the goocl. 

Ah! Eleanor, exclai111ed ,.\_rnbrosc, let 

us st;1y in our i::Jc 1 

IIcar me to an en<l, interrupted the 

Colonel; what I haYc sc1id gr,rntcd, you 

·will sec that it is necessary to establish 

L-rws to render our h,lbitations and pro

perty secure, and also to inn:: ~t ct rtain 

indi\·iduals YiiLh zi power to enforce those 

laws. This power is not; hmvcYcr, al•,vay:-; 

reposed in one man, but son1etim~s in a 

certain number cho~en by tht..: bocJy of the 

p::oplc; this form of go\'crrnnent is called 

a rcpub1ic; the other, "·here a kin,r o-o-. ,-:, b 

vcrns, a mo11c1rchy. 

1 comprel1cncl vcrv ·well ,vhal ,·ou s:1,· 
,I ✓ - ' 

father, said A111lno~.c 1 but is it not stran.i~ :::. 

n ,1 that 
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that men should be so wicked as to render 
ihesc laws neccssarv ? 

~ 

It is a melancholy proof, my '50n, re
plied the Colonel, of the depravity of hu.:. 
man 11ature; from pride, envy, ambition, 
and avarice, vices which are the more clan ... 
gerous in con11nunity, as opportunities of 
calling them forth 1nore frequently occttr, 
►pring all the various evils and 1.1iscrics of 
life. 

Pray, father, said A111brose, what is 
avarice? 

An inordinate desire of posscs5ing more 
than ·we can enjoy, said the Colonel: you 
,\ ill ~carcely bclic\·c, my child, that there 
_.trc beings who possess great ·wealth, an(!( 
bury, without employing it. 

J 

In what, then, said Ambrose, <.!onsist 

the riches of your country, father:> 

Alas! 

' I 
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Alas! my son, returned the Colonel, it 

is those miserable pieces of gold and silver 

which constitute all the happiness :and mi-

sery of life. 

\Vhat ! those, exclaimed the children, 

that you found upon Derley ?_ 

The same, replied the Colonel ; those 

pieces stamped with the i1nagc of the rul

ing power arc divided into small and great 

coin, each of a proportionate value, and 

with these are procured all the comrnodi-

ties of life. 

\Vhat, said, Eleanor, do men agree to 

pay one another for thinJS that belong 

alike to every one ? I do not understand-

Oh! I understand very well, inter

rupted An1brose, .1nd I could willingly 

p:udon them for selling the works of art; 

it one rnan be wiser or more skilful than 

anot1icr, he Jcserves a rcco1npensc ; but to 

D 5 assume 
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assume a right oyer grctin, wood, and all 

the common productions of the earth, that 

j~ indeed unredsonable, 

You do not reflect, Ambrose, said the 

Colonel, that all the.:e productions of the 

c,uth require culture, conveyance, and a 

thousand like cares ·which equally desen·e 

re·ward: is the nun who tills a field, sows 

1t, and watches the vegetation of its pro

<lucc1 ,vho gather~ ~nd carries it afterward 

i 1to citic!=, obliged to take upon him,-elf 

this trou bie ? >! o, surely ; if he consider 

gold an equi\·alent, has he not a right to 

receive it? The'.:le arc the people, n1y 

child, who dcsc n e payment, and not those 

who by t Leir n:u~tiplied depredations ruin 

auc.l c ppress their country. 

Y cur obscr 1 ation, my dear father, said 

A111brosc, is yery j usi; I did not con-

sidl:r. 

ln this m.anncr did tl1c Colonel cndcc1-
,·cmr 
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vour to infonn the 1ninds. and rectif,, the 
' 

.I 

judgment of his young pupils ; toward 

sun-set they were at liberty to run, j mnp, 

and take the exercise necessary to strengthen 

their constitutions and render their nerves 

supple ; but in the e~;en1ng, rational and 

attentive, they listened, on the sc:1shore, to 

the lessons of their good friend on 1nor,1-

lity, physics, or religion. One evening, 

when the sky was clear, and strewed with 

stars, Eleanor observed that phenomenon 

which \\'C generally express unclcrthe name 

of '' a falling star." ,Vhat is Lh:1t, father! 

said she, I have many times forJ;otten to ~t~.l:. 

you why we see the stc1rs Ldl so oflcn ? 

That, Eleanor, saicl the Colonel, "·hich · 

appears to you a star, is not 011c; il 

is a spark of ele1ncntary: or rather dL c

tric fire, which shines in the t:lhcrcal re

gion, an<l evaporates by the shock of a 

currl'.nt of clir. 

n6 
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I do not, said Eleanor, understand 
what you mean by electricity. 

Be attentive then, said the Colonel. 
~·tectricity is a matter of fire invisible to our 
eyes, but which nevertheless exists; pene. 
tl ates all bodies; gives to one vegetation, 
to another trepidation, to another impul
siGn, &c. 

Explain this more clearly, dear father, 
:aid Eleanor. 

Electricity, continued the Colonel, 
f"auses the vegetables to grow, agitates the 
.,,ir \VC breathe, drives the winds with more 
or less violence, penetrates our bodies, and 
gives them strength, nay health; fortifie:; 
and even preserves in us the vital princi
J)lc ; it renders our blood active and warm, 
quickens, and is perhaps the cause of its 
<.i,rculation. 

1 u nckntancl this yery well, sai<l Eleanor. 

\\' ell 

. .. 
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,v ell then, said the Colonel, this elec .. 

trical matter, the element of every thing 

that exists, opposed by a current of air, 

kindles itself, and produces the appearance 

you have observed*: from which cause 

also proceeds those spontaneous fires, 

which we eften see on the banks of morasses 

or lakes. 

I comprehend this very well, said Elea• 

nor : so then all those stars that we see in 

the heavens are sparks of electric fire? 

No, Eleanor, replied the Colonel, those 

stars arc bodies of surprising magnitude; 

they are globes like the earth we inhabit, 

but much larger; it is their distance only 

that makes them appear less. Among an 

infinity of others, there are six called 

Planetst, which revolve, without ceasing, 

'.i< This opinion is suppcrtcd by the Abbe Bertholon, 

in his work entitled Ph!Jsique des JJieteores. 

t Another was discovered ; and three more, much 

smaller than any of t:-ic rest, in the present century. 

round 
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round that wonderful body of light the 
sun, which is computed to be uF,~.rards of 
a million of times as large as the ea1 th, 
The distance of these globes fro1n the sun, 
,vhich dispenses light and heat to them all, 
is so immense, that n1!1nbers can scarcely 
convey an idea of it, and their ,,e}ocity is 
no less a1nazing. lifercury, which is the 
planet nearest the sun, is about thirty-se
ven millions of nules distant from it, and 
moves at the rate of a hundred and fi ,·e 
thousand 111iles eyery hour, completing 
his course round the sun in rJ.ther less 
than three months. T"en:ts, which is the 
next planet above I\·1ercury, is sixty-eight 
millions of miles from tl1e su:1, and by 
1noying seventy-six thousand n1iles every 
hour, performs its reYolution in two hun
dred and twenty-four days a3d seventeen 
hours. The next pla!1et aboyc Venus is the 
Earth: upon which ,,·e li,·e: its di:-.tancc 
from the .sun 1s ninety-fi,·e millions of n1ilcs, 
and by t:·<1velling at the rate of fift:-eight 
thous,1nd 1niles cYery hour-

I• 

.. 
" 
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I:-Iow ! interrupted the children, does 

the earth move ? 

Yes, said the Colonel, it turns once in 

twenty-four hours quite round; and by 

this motion occasions the apparent n1otion 

of the sun and all the heavenly bodies fro1n 

east to west in the sa1ne ti1ne: and its revol u

tion round the sun is completed in three 

hundred and sixty-five days anJ. something 

less than six hours, or the ~pace of a year, 

which causes the variation of the seasons : 

but I shall explain this more fully here

after. 

Aboye the earth's orb is Mars, the dis

L1nce of which from the sun 1s a hundred 

and forty-four millions of miles; it travels 

at the rate of fifty-five thousand miles an 

hour, and goes round the sun in s01nctl11ng 

less than two of our years. 

~]upito·, the largest of the pL.1t1t t ;: is 

~till fa.rther rcir.oved f1 om the :iun; 1t 1s 

one 
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one thousand four hundred times the size 

of our earth, and travels at the rate of 
twenty-nine thousand miles an hour, com

pleting its journey in something less than 

twelve years. Still higher in the system, 

about nine hundred millions of miles from 

the sun, is Saturn, which, by travelling at 
the rate of twenty-two thousand miles an 

hour, finishes its course in about twenty

nine of our years and a half. 

Beside these, which are called Primary 
Planets, there are in our system others, 

called secondary planets, or satellites, ,v hich 

move round the planets in the same manner 

as their primaries do round the sun. The 

first of these is the moon) which accompa

nies the earth in its annual progress round 

the sun, completing its circuit round the 
earth in the space of twenty-nine days and 

twelve hours. As the moon receives its 

light from the sun, and presents only one 

side to us in the course of its monthly 

journey: we see more or less of its enlight-
ened 

t.. 
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encd side, according to its different posi

tion with respect to that part of the earth 

we inhabit, and hence arise the different 

appearances which we express under the 

'.1lame of new and full moon, &c. Fou~ 

of these satellites or moons attend Jupiter, 
and fivt.* SaL1£ni; beside these five mo9ns, 

a broad, flat, luminous circle called his 

ring encircles ,,vithout touching the body 

of Saturn at a distance nearly equal to the 

breadth of the ring, which is about twenty ... 

one thousand miles. Some astronomers 

luve thought that this ring is composed of 

a vast nu1nber of moons or satellites, which 

being seen at such an immense distance, 

may by means of their blended light give 

the whole the appearance of one continued 

body: upon this an eminent astronomer, 

·whose works I lament not beino- able to 
0 

put into your hands, says, " ,vhen we 

consider the remote situation of Saturn, 

and consequent! y how much the sun's 

* Modern :1.Stronomcrs have discoyered tw~ more of 

these moons which attend. Saturn, 

liuht 
0 
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light must be weakened before it can reach 

him, such a glorious assemblage of moons · t' 

does not appear an unnecessary appen-
dage to this planet. 

In this manner the Colonel 1Jcgan his 

astronomic,ll lectures. The two children 

looked up astonished at the prodigious 

1nagnitude of those globes he hacl been 

de.~cribing, and were desirous of traye]ling 

into the planets, especially into Saturn, 

whose ring and five moon~ ~tonislicd 

them: but when in due time tlldl \\'Orthy 

instructor spoke to them of the fixed stars, 

each of which he told them was a sun, sup
posed to enlighten other systems of ,,,orlds, 

they were lost in the stu pcndous contem

plation, and could only in silence adore 

the great Dcing, who formed and auimatcd 

the ,vholc. The Colond ·was delighted to 

sec their young minds gradual! y expand, 

and. was studious to render even the 111ost 

trifling incidents subservient to their 1m

pro,·c1nent. One day as Eleanor entered 
t:c 
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the cabin, she exclaimed in an extacy, Oh! 

father, if you had but seen ·what I bave ! 

,,. hat was it, Eleanor ? said her friend, 

smiling. 

As I 1-vas gathering vegetables, she re

plied: upon the great rock, I saw two of those 

little creatures vou, I believe, call lizards, 
,, 

crawl to a hole in the rock, each bearing 

a small stalk full of seeds. They laid down 

their provision at the entrance and went 

in, hut directly came out accompanied by 

an old lizard, much larger than they were; 

he began to e:it the seeds, and the two 

little ones looked at him without stirring; 

but the noise I made frightening them all 

three, the old one, in attempting to get 

away, fdl down. I took it up, and was 

su rpri~ed to sec that it was blind. ,v hile 

I W,ls examining it, I observed that the 

two liltlc ones were searching for it with 

the greatest uneasiness, <;O I put it on the 

edg<.: ot- the hole, and dircctl y they all 
three 
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three ,vent in, as jf they were rejoiced to" 

have escaped so great a danger. The lit- cv 

t!e lizards must certainly have been the 
children of the great one. 

Perhaps they were, said the Colonel. 

I was quite delighted, said Eleanor, to 
sec them carry food tu their poor .bli11cl fa. 
ther, who could no longer seek it for h..im-
ielf. 

You see Eleanor,, said the Colonel, that 
the pure sentiment of filial tenderness 1s 
given alike to animals and to men. 

Animals have then a soul? said Eleanor. 

,vhy do you presun1e that they have ? 
returned the Colonel. 

They have at least reflection, said Elea .. 
nor. 

l .. 
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Upon what do you found your conclu .. 

sion ? said the Colonel. 

,vhy, said Eleanor, 1s it not evident 

that the lizards must have reflection ? 

They, without doubt, say to themselves, 

our father is blind and old, he cannot seek 

food for hi1nself, it is, therefore, our part 

to carry it to hin1, that he n1ay live the 

longer. 

I a1n pleased \Vith your argument, Elea

nor, said the Colonel, as it ~prings fron1 

the goodness and simplicity of your heart; 

hut I will teach you to account more ra

tionally for what you have seen; many 

celebrated naturalists have gi,·en examples 

equally striking of the seeming rationality 

of ani1nals. The intellectual facultic-, nny 

be divided into two kinds, sonl and i,istinct. 

The soul is that portion of us which re

flects, foresees, exan1incs, and compares. 

Instinct is that natural sentiment ·which 

ka<l.s us to preserve our bcit1g, to lrcrnblc 

~ at 
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at the sight of a wound, and to compas
sionate an unfortunate being. Some phi
losophers have given to this last faculty the 
name of sympathy. ,vhatever it be, it is 
that alone which animates animals, and 
dissolves with their machines. Instinct 

nnt 

d 

serves the1n instead of reflection. The e, 
lizards do not, as you imagine, say, " Let 
us comfort our father." They do not 
know hin1 under that character: they are 
ignorant that they owe their life to him; 
but they lcvc and comfort him because 
nature prompts then1 to it. Do you think, 
my child, that ferocious .1.nimals reflect 
when they fall upon you? I\ o; neither, 
by the san1c rule, would those that are 
gentle, should you use them ill, rcsol ,·c 
to retaliate. They have passions, but they 
owe them only to the organi?.ation of their 
machine, and to the n~lt.urc of their in
stinct. IJ .1cl they r~fl ection, they ·would 
feel grief, inquietude, and mclan choJ r, 
sensations :which tlwy experience 0111 y 
when ~i c 1,. or wounded. S uff crancc is the 

only 
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on I y sentiment they prove, and this alone 

can affect their spirits or their faculties. 

So you see, Eleanor, that animals have no 

soul; but they have an instinct so acute, so 

subtile, that it is easily mistaken for one. 

There are, 1ny children, three sorts of 

existence: the first, passive and insen~ible; 

the second, active and sensible ; and the 

third, active, sensible, and rational. A 

celebrated naturalist* said formerly, That 

stones grew, vegetables grew and lived, 

and that animals grew, lived, and felt. 

IIov~· ! exclaimed Eleanor, have trees 

life ? 

Undoubtedly, replied the Colonel, the 

sap is their blood, and the elementary 01 

electrical fire the principle of their life. 

They 1nust then, said Eleanor, feel 

pd.in ,d1cn we cut them. 

Linnxus. 
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No, said the Colonel, their life is on1 y 
passive; they have neither passions nor af .. 
fcctions ; but in other respects they are sub
ject to the same vicissitudes that animals 
are: they exist, they grow, they decrease, 
and are subject to sicknesses as we are. 

It is very singular, ~aid Eleanor. 

The more you study nature, my child, 
said the Colonel, the 1norc will it exalt 
your ideas of that great Being, ·who with 

a single word created so many wonders. 

'\Ve will never, said the children, cease 
to adore him; we will love, obey, and pray 
to him that our soul, which you have 
taught us is immortal, may live with him 
for ever when our bodies arc like poor 
Derley's. 

This conversation lecl to di [;rcssions on 
morality and metaphysics, which furnished 
discourse for more than a week. 

During 
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During four years, which the Colonel had 

now resided in the island, he had had time 

to make observations on its soil and tern-:_ 

perature. By the help of his compass and 

knowledge of physics, he discovered that 

it was situated near the 2 2d degree, 30 
min. north latitude, and about 304 de .. 

grees W. longitude. The air was ex
tremely mild, ice and snow being equally 

unknown: during summer, which began 

about November, and continued till April, 
neither clouds, vapours, nor exhalation~ 

were to be seen. The atmosphere was so 
clear, that not only the rising and setting 

of the sun, but the increase and wane of 

the n1oon might be seea even in full day 9 

At thi" season the drought was so great that 

the . '.:tv ,s fell fron1 the t--ecs, every plant 

drooped, ~nd even the animals withdrew 

into the woods or the hollows of rocks to 

seek th e coolness necessary to their pre-

servation; but when the sun approached 

the tropic of Cancer, the vapours it ex

haled from the sea, and 1narshes, conden-

sed 
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sed into thick clouds, whence issued light

ning and thunders, accompanied ""'ith tor

rents of rain, which continued during 

eignt or ten days. These rains, which 

cookd the air, induced the Colonel to dis

tinguish this season by the appellation of 

"\\Tinter; though very different from the 

\·inters of Europe, it produced in ~ ature 

the 1nost Ln-ourablc change. Scarcely did 

the 1nonth of ~L1y diffu~e her salutary 

coolness through the air, when the trees 

recovered their former verdure. The 

,forests exhaled a thousand odours ; the ani

n1als1 1nore agile, descended from the moun

tains or issued from the holes of rocks ; 

the birds seemed to reyi ve to a new being 

and renew their concerts; testaceous ani

n1als changed their shells, reptile.s their 

.skins, and the fi<:>h, quitting the open sea, 

entered the river~ and seemed tu pre~ent 

themselves an easy prey to the fishennen. 

There was in the island a sort of tree 

from which flowed a vd1itish gum so 
ductile 

tn. 
1,' 
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ductile that it 1night be drawn out into 
threads : of this Eleanor made nets, with 
which they caught the most delicious fish, 
such as thorn back, mullet, doree, &c. Tor .. 
toises of all kinds were so abundant during 
winter, that the7 furnished our islanders 
with food for the summer, a season when 
these anphibious animals do not appear, 
on account of the aridity that reigns. In 
the course of May, large yellow and rec! 
serpents, eight or ten feet long, were fouad 
in the morasses : the heads of these crea .. 
tu1 es were in the form of a triangle

1 
and 

their Jaws furnished with long sharp teet~; 
but they are not dangerous. About this 
time also large gray snakes, tufted, and 
,'potted with black, descended with a great 
noise from tho mountains : their heads 
were about the size of a man's hand, flat, and 
armed with eight teeth about an inch long·. 
These reptiles were perft:ctl y inoffensi \·e, 
and, having no sort of venom, made \·var 
only upon the ant..;) which, surprising their 

E 2 enenucs 
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enemies when asleep, ca1ne in battalions 

to prey upon their eyes. 

The Colonel,' who was formed equally 

for the pleasures of a contemplative, as he 

was for the active scenes of a military life, 

spent the winter in studying Nature, and 

the summer, when the hoat was intense, in 

p:1ilosophical reflections~ but these could 

not banish from his remembrance a wife 

and child, who possessed his fondest affcc~ 

tions, and to whom he had now lost all 

hope of returning: their image was pre

sent in every pursuit; and in spite of his 

fortitude, he was at times melancholy and 

dejected. On these occasions Eleanor 

and Ambrose endeavoured, by their inno

cent caresses, and a thousand little tender 

cares, to dissipate h1~ so:rows and restore 

hitn to cheerfulness : their affection called 

forth on las part an equal return; with 

delight he saw their young minds · 1nbibc 

instruction, and their susceptible hearts 

e,·pand with every virtue : then calling to 
mind 

M 
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tnind the hopeless state in which he had 

first discoYered them, and beholding hin1 .. 

self in the hand of Pro1,•idcnce, an instru-, 

1nent of their h;1ppiness, he lost in the 

pleasing contemplation the reme1nbrancc 

of his so now~ : 11;1 y, hope itself once 111ore 

revived, awl fbtten.:tl hiu1 w1th one d,ty 
restoring them to society, and being him .. 
self reunited to all he held dear. He was 

one day indulging these pleasing reflec

tions, when the chiidren, who had been 

in the wood amusing t:1emsch·es "~ith va• 
rious little ga1nes, returned to hi1n pale, 
trembling, and scarcely able to speak. 

,vhat is the matter, Atnbro~e? said he : 

Speak, Eleanor; what ha~ happened? 

They are come! faultered the children ; 
they are in the island ! 

\Vho1n do you m~an ? said the Colonel. 

The great naked men, they replied • 

\Vell E 3 ' , 
# 
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"\Vell, said their friend, do not alarm 

yourselyes; we must retreat to some place 

of safety. 

Tbe-y will not come on this side, said 

the children. 

~ o matter, said the Colonel, it is ne

ccssa ry that we conceal ourselves. Say-

1 ng this, he began to strip the cabin, and 

assisted hy Ambrose and Eleanor, carried 

the n1ost precious rno\·ables to a subtcr

rancous caYC, the entrance of which wa$ 

acces::,ible only to those acquainted ·with 

its ·windings. Ilcre they remained some 

time, when the Colonel, not hearing any 

thing. and wishing to ,.ee the extremity of 

the danger vd1ich threatened them, as also 

·whether tbc savages bent their steps toward 

h i::, beloved cabin, wcut out accompa111cd 

1,v hi s li tLlc friends. who refused to be left 
,I 

, 

11chi11<l, r1.nd ]ying Hat on his stomach, on 

t 1c su1nmit or a mount that overlooked the 

i -,lc, b..;hcld the . s,lYa .~es, to the number of · 
~bout 

au 

Co 
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about forty or fifty, quit the canoes and 

advance into the island. Their skins were 

painted of such a deep red, that being 

aln1ost naked, in the sun they more nearly 

resembled boiled lobsters than 1nen; and to 

add to their grotesque appearance, round 

their bodies on all sides hung plates of me

tal, the form of which the Colonel ho,vever 

could not perfectly determine. The wo

men, distinguishable by their children, 

which they carried on their backs, wore 

a cloth or shift round their waist, doser 

than that of the men, and about two or 

three inches deep. Having taken fron1 

their canoes hammocks, arms, and dif

ferent utensils, they penetrated farther 

into the isle, entered the fore st, and bee,;an 

to hunt. This exercise continued the 

whole day and part of the nigl.t, during 

·which the Colonel and his pupib, not 

daring to descend from the n1ount, ,-1.·ere wit

nessu; of all that passed. They saw then1 

toward n1orning issue from thr wood, car

rying with them the bca1ts they had sla1 n, 

E 4 goat.. 
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goats, otters, antas, and a great number of 

parrots and other birds. In1mediately the 

quadrupeds were skinned, the flesh cut up, 

and the bones separated. A fire w;s then 

ki!1.dled, in th~ n1anner of the negroes, by 

rubbing tvlo pieces of wood violently to

gether, and they set about dressing their 

1ne:it. A large vessel, containing a 

suantity of crabs, was then brought, and 

sn1aller ones of pahn ,vine, brandy, cam

p::01., &c. ; after which they began their 

rc~;-tst. It ,...,as a ~ight truly comic to see 

a11 the:-e co!ou:-ed sJ.-vagcs squatted, like 

so n:2.ny 1nonkics, in a circle, devouring 

,\rith an excessive appetite, and picking 

with as rnnch agility as eagerness even the 

smallest cl,l",\'S of the crabs, ·which are con

sidered ;irnong them as a great dainty. 

I-laving drunk repeated draughts of p.1lm 

wine and brandy, they began to shout, 

sing, and burst into fits of excessive laugh

ter, opening an enormous mouth, and di.s

coYering the whitest and most beautiful 
. . 

teeth in the world: but soon gro'\-ving 1n .. 

toxicatcd, 

:o 

C' 

.... 
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toxicated, they rose, leaped, gambolled, 
and committed a thousand extravagancies, 

till this noisy feast being ended, they on a 

sudden overturned their utensils, carried 

them away, and ran half mad to their ca

noes, which, swift as an arrow, conveyed 

them from the island. When they were 

at some distance, the Colonel and his two 
pupils descended from the mountain, and 

replaced in their cabin the m0vables they 

had for safety deposited in the subterra

neous cave. Exhausted with fatigue and 

hunger, tl1ey did not that night go to re
com1oitre the place where the savages had 

been feasting, but the next 1norning early 
they set out and arrived at the field of ac ... 

tion. They found their baskets, knives, 
and wooden cups, which the savages in 
their haste and intoxication had left be. 
hind them, beside plenty of good cheer. 

They took from among the utensils such 
as appeared to them the most useful and 
curious, and having res"r->d and refreshed 
themselves, again set out for their cabin • 

.r: ,.. Their .o 
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Their way was through a ·wood, which 

they had hitherto but little frequented, 

and they stopped to admire a grot upon 

which Nature seemed to ha\"e lavished all 
her beauties. Concealed by cotton shrubs 

and bananas, the shade of which ga-ve a 

religious aspect to the place, they gained 

the entrance by a palh hollowed out of the 

roe k, and bordered by a thousand aroma

tic plants. The entrance, arched and di

lapidated .. ·was cnlidhtened only by the re

flexion ,..-hich the light threw on a ri,·ulct 

that issued fr0111 the grot : the banks of 

this st1 ea1n being more eleyated formed a 

natural foctlvay thrvugh the grot, at the 

bottom cf which our travellers observed a 

faint \;ht, which appeared to shine 

throug!1 the chinks of the rock. This in

duced fr.em to enter, bltt scarcely had 

they :idYanced many p,i.ces, when deep 

groans seemed to proceed from the farther 

pa rt of the grot. 'I l1e Colonel stop-

• peel : -a!1d the cl1ilclrcn, alarmed, :in 1:ain 

tncka\'ourcc.l to articulate sou11<ls which 

fear 

a 
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fear froze upon their lips. They advanced 
a few paces farther; the groans became 
n1ore distinct, and in a few n1inutcs they 
heard these words repeateQ. in a melancholy 
voice :-Oh, Death, when wilt thou 
co1ne to 1ny succour ? 

l Iea,·ens l cried the Colonel, what pro
digy is this ? The accents are English ! 

1Vhocver thou art! returned the voice, 
1np1ty--

'\Vhe1e are you ? interrupted the Colo
nel, still advancing, who are you? 

An unfortunate dying man ! returned 
the voice. 

The Colonel stil1 procee<lcd : the voice 
f-cemcd familiar to his ear, but he could, 
, ce nothing. 1\t length, his eyes beco1n-
1nQ· 1nore accu-:,tomccl to the rrloom he· '-' 

,") ' 
di~cer:nul on the ground a body almos+.: 

.t 6 naked:
1 

' 



naked: which, on a dor.;er view, he found 

to be ·wounded. Shocked at a si(Tht of 0 

so much horrour, he knelt down, and 

taking the hand of the stranger, Unhappy 

1nan, siid he, what barbarian has treated 

you thus inhumanly ? He was continu

ing, when the stranger, grasping his hand 

to raise himself a little, on a sudden ex

cbimed, !vlerciful Heaven! do I d~cei\'e 

my:,;elf-that voice-n1y honoureu nias

ter-Colonel Carlton--

'\'Vhat do I hear ? cried the Colonel. 

Pet ! is it possible ! Can it be ? 

Thank Heaven r said the dying man, 

1 die content; my dear master lives! 

Talk not of dying, my faithful Peter, 

said the Colonel, raising him, and en

<lcav<,uring to sta11ch the blood with his 

handkerchi1~f, Providence has not restored 

you to take yon from inc so soon. EJ ea

nor, Ambrose, run to the cabin: rcfrc~h-
1nent 
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n1ent is necessary .--The children dis .. 

a pp eared in an instant, and pre~entl y re

turned with some goat's milk, tortoise's 

eggs, and palm wine. The stranger took 

a little of this nourishment, and was much 

revived; but the Cotonel found that he 

w ~s not in a state tu be n:mc~. ed : f ·e con

veyed therefore tu the grot ham1nocks, 

mats, d.:1d suci1 things as ere r..~t:essary to 

render it com1nodious m1d atrei1C1L(. him 

there ; till finding. in the coui ~e 0t , i few 

days, that his patient hctd gained a little 

strength, he dete1 mined to remove him lO 

the cabin. It was an interest.ng sigi; to 

see thi .. worthy man bearing his old do

mestic upon his shoulders, Eleanor and 

Ambrose holding each of them a leg, co 

ease the sick man, a11d ighten the burden 

of their prokctor. The cabin was at some 

distance frmn the grot, but at ~~1st they 

arrived at it, and Pett t be ,1g laid in a 

hammock, enjoyed soon after a comfort

able i-epo ~e. The Colone}, dGring his 

abode in the island, had had sufficient 
time 
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time for the study of botany, to knovv 
thorough! y the properties of the diffe1 ent 
simples it produced : this know ledge he 
applied so successfully, that in less than 
eight days Peter was out of danger, and at 
the end of a month was perfectly restored 
to h~alth. The reader will conclude that 
the Colonel, during this time, had put 
many questions to hirn concerning his 
misfortunes, the particulars of which he 
now wished to hear in the order as they 
had occurred; Peter one da3:, therefore, 
ga\·e his master the followin 6 recital .. 

At the instant, Sir, said 11c, that t11C 
vessel foundered, 1 follow~d your exa1n
pie ; I seized a piece of ,vood to assist me 
in swimn1ing, and thre,v myself into the 
sea. I strumr]ed Iona a 0 ain~t the violence Ob O 0 

of the ,,va\·es, but at length my strength 
failed rnE : I swooned, I believe, and let 
go the fri~ndJ y oar that su pportccl me, for 
l remcn1ber 1~.o more till I found myself 
stretched in a c2.noe, and surrounckcl 0y 

fi \ e 

C 
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£ye or six naked men of the 1nost frightful 

colour. i\1 y ideas were confused ; I knew 

not what to think: I cast my eyes 01'1 the 

vast plain of waters enlightened by the 

moon : then I looked round for you, my 

dear master, but not seeing you, and re .. 

collecting the fatal events that had hap

pened, 1ny heart sunk, and persuaded 

that you were swallowed in the waves, an 

involuntary cry of horrour and grief burst 

fro1n me; this terrified the savages who 

sunounded me so n1uch, tihat they would 

haYc thrown 111e into the sea, had I not, 

seeing their design, softened them by my 

prayers and tears. One of them at length 

addressed me in a jargon, composed of 

English, Dutch, and French, of which I 

comprehended, Frorn whence come you, 

T'Vhztc ? 

A Yc:-.sel, I replied, in which I sailed 

ha-., been wreck.eel, and I should without 

doubt h,wc perished, had you not pre

served 111c, 

\Vhat 
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What is your name, White ? 

Peter--

Have you any knives or scissars about 
you, Peter? 

I have only a knife. 

Give it me, White. 

There it is, said I, giving it him. 

Come, returned he, I will love thee: 
thou shalt be slave to the Grand Cacioue., ... 

Oh, Heaven! I exclaimed, where do 
you mean to take me ? 

To Friz, answered the negro, and you. 
will be very happy. 

I now felt the full extent of my misfor .. 
tune: I was condemned, I S;lW, to serve 

the 

,, 
' 
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the negrocs, who, fr01n their ferocious as

pect, I dou btcd not were cannibals; but 

Lunentations "verc ,,ain ! Our canoe ra

pidly cut the waves, ,.'1d at break of day 

·we arrived at the place of our destination. 

1,11 y guides showed me in triumph to an 

innun1crable tribe of inhabitants, who, 

bursting into fits of laughter, present! y 

surrounded. me, and increased my distress 

by their itnportunities. One cut my coat, 

another tore my waistcoat; in short, they 

divided my clothes a1nong them, and in a. 

few minutes I was naked as n1y hand. In 

this ~ituation I was conducted to the Grand 

Caciqne, who is Governor of the Island: 

he was seated in great state upon a ha1n-

1nock, in a cabin raised above the rest t 

and ha Ying, as I found, heard my story, 

rccei vcd me with much kindness. "\ Vhitc," 

.said he, " thou shalt be my slave; sc:·vc 

me faithfully, and the soul th.tt is in thy 

heart•:.- will enjoy in Heaven all the happi-

~ The Caribs imagine, that every human b~ing has 

as many souls as he has pubes in his arteries, and that, 

th~ principal of these resides in the hc~.rt. 
ness 
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ncss that awaits those who have done wdl: 
I forbid thee to do three things, '\Vhite ; 
to drink my brandy, to rob me, and espe
cially to see my wives. If thou dost any 
of these, I shall kill thee, and thy great 
soul will float upon the ocean and mix 
·with the spirits who diffuse evil upon the 

l JJ cart 1. 
I' 

l 

I ,, 
'., 

The C,,cique ceased; and I, surprised one 
at this singular harangue, could only bow t · 
in !:>ign of !:>Ubmission, shedding abundance 
of tears. IIis Greatness then took me by 
the hand, and ordered one of his attcn- 1.

11 dants to fill me a cup of brandy to dispel ~. 
my sorrow. 

The next day I began my labour, which 
was to turn up the savannas, to plant, 
weed, clear, and cultivate them : these, 
and a thousand other services which ·were 
added, I performed without intc,·1nission 
during four years that I remained with 
these barbarians, or cannibals, known in 
Europe by the name of Carib'>. 

I-Iow ! 
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How ! interrupted the Colonel, are 

these the Caribs, inhabitants of the ,vest 

In<lia islands. 

The same, Sir, said Peter; I was my

self ignorant of their naine during a year, 

but I learnt it afterwards from a French 

slaye who lost his life in their service. The 

isle we now inhabit, Sir, is no other than 

one of the Caribbees, which apparently has 

not vet been discovered. 
J 

Ah! my good Peter, said the Colonel, 

what do you tcll 1ne? Am I so near Cuba, 

St. J a6o, St. Domingo, Porto Rico ? 

You undoubtedly are, Sir, said Peter; 

but you must observe that the island~ of 
, 

which you spe,tk are among the leeward 

i .,lands, ,d1creas this we now inh:.1bit i!) the 

,,·iud\\'ard. There are also other countrie:-, 

of the Caribs; but that I have kft is so 

s~1yagc and barLarous, and so little com .. 

mcrcittl, th,tt it is t8 be presun1cd it has 
little 
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little conner tion with the Europeans 
~cttled in the \Vest Indies. 

Your observation is just, Peter, said the 
Colon~l; but g1 acious I-Ieaven ! a possibi
lity remains-1-Iopc once more revives-I 
&lrnll a gain ~,<.:c Engfand ! Yes, rny chi! .. 
dn.:n, I shall conduct you to the abodes 
of n1en-to the bosom of my country. 
Such was the flattering prospect, with 
which the vicinity of towns inhabit-eel 
by civilized men furnished Colonel 
Cc1dton: he did not reflect, that he was 
nevertheless separated from them, and that 
dunng four years ·which he had resided in 
the island he had never seen a humat1 
being except the Caribs land upon it. 
The transports to which these hopes gave 
birth being at length SOf?ewhat calmed, 
Peter, at the request of his master, con ti
nued his narrative. 

The Caribs with ,;vhom I lived, Sir, 
have very little co1nmerce with the Euro

peans.;.. 
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-peans; they put to sea every year, and 

come into this island to kill buffaloes, 

otters, birds, &c. ; after which they gu 

to the coasts inhabited by Europeans, 

and barter the skins of these ani

n1als, baskets, lizards, and different sorts 

of eggs, for knives, scissars, hatchets, arms, 

European linen, and especially brandy. 

'The day fixed upon for their last voyage, 

my 1naster ordered me to bring into the ca

noe his ha1nmock, arms, and household 

utensils: then having, according to the 

custom of these idolaters, made libations to 

the good spirits, we embarked to the num

ber of fifty, as many women as men, and at 

the end of two days arrived at this island~ 

As it was the first time during four years 

my master had made ma the companion of 

his voyage, I drew from it the happy pre

sage of soon seeing an end to my captivity; 

for I doubted not meeting, on some of the 

coasts at which we should touch, Europe

ans \vhon1 I should find means to soften in 

n1y favour, and prevail on to assist 1ne in 

1ny 



1 · 

,' 

94 A:.\!BROSE AND ELEANOR. 

my escape. Alas! I foresaw not the issue 
of that unhappy day. At the end of their 
brutal repast, my master, intoxicated with 
brandy, ordered me to fill him another 
glass; I i1nprudently ventured to represent 
to him mildly the injury he would do him
self; but instead of taking this as a mark 
of my good-will, he seized 1ne by the 
throat ; Ah! dog of a white, said he in a 
rage, thou hast without doubt robbed me
Die, and may thy thousand souls go to the 
seas, to increase the storms, and fonn the 
fires of I--Ieaven ! Saying this, he gave me 
several stabs with a knife; but none of the1n 
·were happily directed to the heart. I had 
~ufficient strength to retreat; and notwith
standing the effusion of blood, gained a 

cave, in which I sunk dm-vn exhausted, 
and 1nust have penshed, had not 1 leaven 
in mercy conducted you, my dear nrn.tcr, 
to the spot. 

Eleanor and Ambro"c, ·who had listened 
very attentively to Peter'::, narrative: were 

highly 

!r. 

to 
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highly incensed against the Cacique, and 

expressed their indignation in very forcible 

terms; but Peter endeavoured to moderate 

it, by observing that the Caribs, though 
capricious and cruel, were only so when 

contradicted. They cannot, said he, bear 

to be dictated to; their pride upon this 

point is inconceivable; but they are hu
mane, and have great compassion for wo

n1en and children. 

- This led the Colonel to make some in .. 

quiries concerning the laws and manners of 

the Caribs, and especially whether they 

were as sanguinary and fond of feeding 

uponhun1an flesh, as they were represented 
by Europeans. 

Nothing, Sir, said Peter, can be more 

false; they are certainly cannibals, or 
n1an eaters, Lut it is from accident, not 
national taste : if they devour their enc
tnies, it _is in the transport or fury, in the 

heat of conquest, and even upon the field 

of 
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of battle. They do not like to be calleJ. 

savages; this name, they say, belongs to 

beasts of prey : they equally detest that of 

cannibal, which is with them equivalent to 

man eater; but they are very fond of the 

title of Carib, because in their primitive 

language this ·word signifies a good warrior, 

·a courageous man. The Caribs are in 

general tall and well proportioned; they 

have agreeable features except the forehead, 

which is flat and much sunk, a defect which 

gives them a ferocious air, and arises from 

a custom they have of pressing the heads of 

their infants with a little board, tied fast 

behind, and left there till the forehead has 

t:iken the form they wish, and is btcome so 

flat, that without raising the head they can 

see almost perpendicular I y above them. 

This custom, said the Colonel, is not 

peculiar to the C=iribs; it is common to 

the savages in other parts of America, and 

is said to render the skin so hard, as fre

quently to ha\'e broken the sv,ords of the 
Europeans 
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Europeans when they 1nade the conquest 
of Peru. 

The Caribs, Sir, said Peter, dye their
skins red, not only for ornament, but to 
preserve them from being injured by the 
intense heat of the sun, and also to defend 
them from the moschetoes and other insects, 
·which have an antipathy to the smell of the 
oils, and different mi..xtures they use. The 
women, who are shorter than the 1ncn, and 
have a more sprightly air, decorate them
selves with bracelets, earrings and neck
laces of glass beads and blue stones ; from 
the age of twelve they wear also a sort of 
cotton buskin:, which reach about five or 
six inches above the ancle bone, and are 
wrcmglit so closd y to the leg that it is rm
possible to take thctn off. 'fhe ornaments 
of the men an~ fcath 'rs and sma'll plates of 
a metal they -c.ill caracoli ; these they wear 
at their ears, nose, aa<l under lip. The 
houses of the CJ.rib" :1rc called carbcts, 
aud like thoS<.: oi· the !'n'-lia1b of GuianJ. 

l.' 



are of a singular fonn ; the lateral parts are 

of reeds, and the covering of paln1 lca,:es · 

the roof descending to the rafters gives to 

the whole the form of a hive. At the dis, 

tanc.e of ten paces is anothe·r carbet, half 

as large, separated into two parts -by a 

pallisacle of reeds. The large carhet serves 

to lodge the chief of the family, and the 

srnall one as a kitchen, ancl for the accom

modation of the women and children, ·who 

never enter the great carbct, but when the 

n1aster wishes to recei·ve them. The furni

ture of the wo1nen,s carbet is baskets and 

han1mocks; of the men's, bows, arrows, a.S

sagays*, tied to the rafters, and hamn1ocks ; 

near which is generally a coffer, 1nu~kct, 

sabre, pi~tol, and ca.rtouch box, effects 

which they receive in exchange from Euro

peans for the protluctions of their country. 

The \von1cn are very dexterous in a sort of 

·wicke.r work, of which they 1nake their 

ha.rnmocks and -very curious casktts. In 

,_ A long dart. 
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t1re~ caskets, which are so neatly wrought 

that no water can enter them, they enclose 

their jewels and attire, and when they go 

to se-t, fasten them to the edge of their ca"" 

noes, that they may not lose any thing 

should they turn o,·er, which very fre 

quently happens. The Caribs, who took 
1ne out of the sea, had encountered, as 
we had, all the violence of the tempest, 

but without any alarm ; tied like their cab .. 

kcts -to their canoes, they follow the re1:o

lutions 0f the waves, turn with them, and 

continue their route when the danger is 

past. They have a1nong thern a sort of re

ligion; the sun and moon have all their 

c1.d0ration, but they hayc neither temple 

nor fonn of worship. Some of their lcl'.\'S 

announce Yery good sense; such, for ex

ample, as not electing a grand c ~icique 
till he has dist_inguished hi n self in ,,·ar, 

~nd i' cho~cn hr a plnra1i~y er Yoicu~; b,· 
tnu :-- t abo ha\'C borne aw.1y the prize i1~ 

'-~vimmi ng: <.:trcngth, a11e.1 fell 11~ndc .. .'1ue!1 , 
.J 2 



Sir, such a people ought not to be c0111-

parcd to savage beasts. 

The Colonel agreed with Peter, that 

such a comparison was by no 1neans JUSt; 

and thr.?n added, it has often surprised n1e 

that the children should, upon their arri

val in the i~land, h.:n-e found otter skins; 

nay I rnp,elf, said he, fm1nd some very fine 

ones when I mad(~ my rc ..; carches the day 

after the Caribs had been feasting. Do 

they not, continued he, carry thc1n aw, y, 

or is it an act of forgetful11ess ? 

The latter, Sir, said Peter, appears to 

have been the reason. .A trifie would di

vert a Carib from the n1ost important oc .. 

cupation : they frequently take a deal of 

trouble to accomplish an enterprise, and 

if they are attracted by another object, 

abandon the former, at the moment often 

:1n which they are on the po1!1t of succec<le 

i.ng. 

Peter 

. 
' I . t, 

u ! 



A;\rn.ROSE A~D ELEA'=OR. 101! 

Peter had nearly completed threescore 
years, but he was still active and vigorous; 

· lus health being perfect! y reestablished, he 
assisted at the tillage, grinding of the corn, 
and at the 1nost laborious occupations. 
I--J e was extre111el y attached to the Colonel,. 
in whose and his father'"s service he had 
passed his youth; he was thercfo•re treated 
by him rather as a faithful friend than a <lo
n1estic, especialI y now that one co1nmon 
misfortune united them. P~ter soon be
came equally attached to Eleanor and 
Ambrose : he would sometimes take the1n 
upon his knee, and give them lessons of 
morality, which experience alone had 
taught him : and sotnctimes he would play 
with them like a little child ; sing then1 
Carib songs, and gan1bol in the 1nanner 
of the saY,lgcs. In the mean ,vhilc, un
der their i11defatig:~blc preceptor, they 
n1adc a considerable progress i11 /: isto,)', geo .. 
gra_lJli)', the 1natlumatics, poeli)', and e\·ca 
nrns1c. The description which 2etcr had 
given them of a n1usical in:tnunc!H called. 

f 3 the 
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the balafo, used by the Carihs, had e.:-

citcd their industry; they had invented Ii 

.1nd executed under the direction of their 

friend one less complex and barbarous: 

upon this they accompanied songs, of 

which tbey composed both the words and 

1nusic themselves. The subjects were 

either their gratitude to the Supreme Be-

ing, their affection to each other, or the 

beauties of their isl.1nd, and the happiness 

they enjoyed in it with their dear Carlton 

and honest Peter. 

Three years had revolved since the ar

rival of Peter, and seven since his ship

iv!·cck, when the Colonel was one night 

a1armcd by confused criC's or rather shouts 

near his c~bin. IIc started from bib ha111-

1nock, opened the door softly and ·went 

out but the niPht bci110' extremely dark, 
' u O , 

he could·not sec any thiiig. The shouts 

nill cm1linucd, but seemed at a much 

gt"eatcr <list~nicc ; he ln~,v not ,vhat to 

1 l · 11k · bL1t unwillin!I till ur0o-cd hv neces-
~. • ) u ., 

s1ty 

UI 
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si:y to ·alarm Peter or the children; ·wl10 

were all three buried 111 sleep, he ascended 

a hill that bounded his enclosure to the 

north, and looking down; perceived ;1n 

enorn1ous cloud of smoki: through which 

ilan1es of every colour soon fouud a p;i~

.sage. The lorest that bounded his enclo

sure ·was on firi:: ! Oh Heavens! exclaimrd 

he, seeing the spark- carried towards his 

cabin, my children-Peter-and suddenly 

<lart1ng from the hill, he awoke Peter, 

took Eleanor in one hand, An1brose in the 

other, and flew with the1n to the seashore ; 

while Peter, informed of all by the flames 

and smoke he saw in the air, carried a few 

of the most valu.1ble effects out of the ca-.. 
bin. Ile would have returned for what 

remained, but the lvind blowing from the 

north, caHicd so 1nany lighted brands 

H pon the little d-n·elling, that wholly dried 

Ly the sun, it bcc:in1e in a few minutes a 

prey to the flames. It is impossible to 

form a just idea of the grief and consterna

tion of _the Colonel and his three compani ... 

F 4 ons: 
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ons : the children ran-scre~1ned-and 
~cmed ready to throw themselves into the 
flames to preserre their beloved abode, 
\vhile the Colonel and Peter beheld the fa
tal catastrophe buried in a stupid dejec. 
t1on. The Colonel, however, at length 
1-ecoyering his usual finnness, bent his 
~ teps, f ol!o,\·ed by his little friends and 
l)tter, toward the summit of a neighbour-
111g rock, whence, casting his eyes round, 
he endea·\·oured to di\·ine the cause of a 
-conflagration so fatal and unexpected. On 
one side they beheld only a vast plain of 
fire, but looking toward the sea, they saw 
a crowd of t11e Ca ribs carrying oIT their ef. 
fects, and embarking precipitately in their 
canoes. The flames threw a reddiJ1 re. 
flcction upon the savages, and rendered 
them visible at the distance of half a league 
on the sea, their arms extended and thur 
~} es fixed upon the burning fore::-t. Little 
donbt remained but that the disaste1: 01:jgi
nafed with ll1cml and Peter, iOmewhat re-

.. co•:ere(l 

,. 
,. 

.,, 
'· 

t 
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covered from his terronr, suggested a very 
probable cause. It is evident, Sir, said 
he, that the Caribs have, as usuJl, landed 
to hunt in the forest; and it appears to 1ne 
, ery probable, that this accident may have 
happened through the stratagem they 1nake 
use of to catch the parrots, which among 
other thin o·s they barter with the Euronc-b ~ 
ans. 

'\Vhy, said the Colonel, do they use 
fire ? 

Yes, Sir, said Peter; they observe in, 
the e,·en:n g the trees upon ,v hich these birds . 
perch, and ,v hen it is dark, tic to some of 
the lower brJ.nches an carthcrn pot in which 
they put lishtcd 1-vood, and upon it gutn 
and pimento; the thick smoke which 
arises renders the parrots so giddy, that 
they. fall do\vn intoxicated, and become 
an CLY p rey to their r.ursucrs, who in1-

~· mcdi at<.> ly .. cu:c then1, tic their feet and 

F 5 "<VJ.I1 1TS 
' b ' 
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wings, and recover then1 by simply throw .. 

ing water upon their heads. 

The 1nystcry was now unravelled; it 

was no longer difficult to account for an 

accident which had proved so fatal to OU!t 

islanders; but alas! the discovcrv of the 
✓ 

cause did not din1inish the calamity. 

At break of day they descended from the 

rock, and returned to the spot where once 

their beloved habitat1on had [Stood. In

stead of it they beheld a heap of smoking· 

ashes I no furniture ! no books ! no shel

ter! they must forego a11. 

ln the mean while the fire raged ·with 

violence 1n the forest; at the end of 

twelve days it was not extinguished, and 

would undoubtedly have consumed the 

·whole island, had the forest been adjacent 

to others; but it was absolutely alone, 

forming a sort of thicket in the midst of an 

im1nensc plain : besides> thc_wind blowing 
fron1 

I, 
I 

I. 
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from the north carried the flakes of fiei' 

upon the cabin only, and consequently 

toward the sea. 

During these twelve days the Colonel 

w,is revolving in his mind different plans, 

and was undetermined which to pursue. 

Ile saw plainly that he n1ust build an• 

other habitation if he remained in the 

island : but he did not stop here : the idea 

of making his escape fro1n it had long been 

the fayouritc subject of his meditations; 

he had conceived a proiect which he be

lieved to be p)jacticable though hazardous, 

and nothing hacl prevented his putting it 

into execution, but his affection for Eleanor 

~111d An1brose, "vhose extreme youth had 

hitherto rendered thern less able to en

counter the dangers and fatigues that 1nust 

unavoiabl y attend the enterprise; but now 

that he was stripped of all, that l1e fonnd 

himself once 111orc on the island without 

habitation, without furniture, without any 

thing to render his ahod(' in it desirable:, 

1 6 he 
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'1c began again to revolve his favourit€ 
project. If it were possible, said he to 
:1imself, to construct a canoe-1'1 y tools 
. ~nnot be consumed, I shall find them 

,nnong the ashes. If, 1 say, it were pos
sible in this canoe to gain the islands inha
l)1ted by Europeans! The \Vest Indies 
form a half circle, so that if we n1isscd one 
we should unavoidably arrive at another; 
Cuba, St. Domingo, Jamaica, any of 
those islands would facilitate our return to 
F,nglan<l. \Vhat a delightful reflection ! 
But may ,,re not, said he, recollecting 
himself, fall into the hands of the Ca .. 
ribs, by whom \Ve are to all appearance 
surrounded ? J\1 y own life I have a right 
io ri~k, but ought I to expose to slavery, 
to the dangers of shipwreck, two unfortu
Il<lte cLildrcn, for whom Heaven has ren
dered n1e responsible ? The Colonel 
rt·sted some ti1ne on this idea; but the hope 
fo)r SCtlll ,r En() land, and of restorinQ" to so-i:) ,..., .._. 

nety two beings ,v hose hearts cJ nci manners 
h,· had formed, in the end prevailed, ancl 

he 

n . 
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he resolved to hazard all rather than give 

up an enterprise, that flattered him with· 

such pleasing prospects. 

His plan well dige~ted, he co1nmuni

cated it to Peter; but this wary old 1nan, 

far from approving, remonstrated with his 

1nast€r upon the danger of the undertaking .. 

1\h ! Sir, said he, reflect, consider, I bc

i;;eech you, what will be the consequence 

<;hould we again expose ourselves to the 

fury of an element, that has already proved 

so fatal to us. 

But Peter, said the Colo·ne1, you nave 

seen the construction of a canoe ; you 

have even guided one ? 

I agree, Sir, said Peter, that I have; I 

know very well how to work a canoe ; I 

hope I should not overset you : nay, I 

could perhaps shun the rocks-but stiH it 

is 11 cce~sar} to know whe1e to steer to. 

Do 
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Do not be alarmed about that, Peter, 
said the Colonel : we can steer towards St. 

Domingo, should we miss that, we shall 

find some other of the \Vest India islands 

inhabited by Europeans. 

But the Caribs, Sir, said Peter, think> 

should we fall into their hands! 

True.r Peter, said the Colonel, but you 
know the Isle of Friz; we can avoid that. 

But, Sir, said Peter, we are _undoubted! y 
surrounded by the Caribs. 

Heaven, interrupted the Colonel, will' 

protect us; deprived of all that has hither

to rendered our abode in this island tolera

ble, we have only a n1elancholy alterna

tive. More he saicl to this purpose, till 

Peter, overcome at length by arguments 
and importun.it1es, consented to embark 111 

an enterprise of which he clearly foresaw 

all the dangers; n1-0re perhaps . than really 
existed> 

e 

a 

l 
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existed, for being himself ignorant of geo .. 

graphy or navigation, he beheld the sue .. 

cess of the voyage as much more uncertain 

than the Colonel did. 

The children leaped for joy ; the plea-

sure of going on the sea, of seeing strange 

countries, rendered them blind to the perils 

they were to encounter; they saw only the 

end of the voyage, without bestowing a 

thought on the accidents that 1night inter. 

rupt it. 

The enterprise being resolved upon, 

they began to remove the ashes and seek 

for their tools, which they happily found 

in a state fit to n1ake use of, excepting that 

it was necessary to whet them and to make 

new handles, which was the business of 

three days. The next object was to fix on 

a tree calculated for the purpose of con

structing a canoe; and after much deli

beration, the cocoa tree, of all the island 

produced1 was preferred, not only on ac-
count 
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count of its enormous size, but of the na
ture of its wood, which_ is soft, porous, 
and easy to ·work. One of these trees was 
without loss of time rooted up, the trunk 
cut to about the length of fifteen feet, and 
the bark stripped off. It was then put 
upon the stocks, and with the help of the 
fire and hatchet hollowed, a wo1k that was 
very long and laborious. The bottom re
mained flat, and the sides, four feet high 
and fifteen inches thick, inclined rather in
ward. The two extremities, leng~hened 
into a point, turned up a little, that the 
vessel m(~ht the more easily tack about. 
Our workmen then scraptd the surface_ 
with flints, and thus completed their canoe, 
which• when finished was fifteen feet long, 
six wide, and four deep. A n1ast and 
ri •:rrring ,vas next to be added, but this ·was bb • 

not the rnost difficult part of the work : 
a strong branch was the n1ast ; hishes 
woven into a mat made sails, ;1nd the leaves 
of -the paltn tree t\visted became strong and 
solid cordage, As our _ cnrpenters hac.1 

neither 

I' 
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neither iron nor nails, the whole was joined 

with tenons and mortises, and fixed with 

wooden pegs. Peter did not for get to re~ 

n1ind his master that the negroes fasten to 

the sides of their canoes strong cables, that 

may be stretched horizontally in case 

of need: To t!1ese, Sir, said he, as I 
have before told you, they tie themselves, 

that when the tern pest agitates the canoe, 

or causes it to turn over, they may follow 

the revolutions of their barks. The Co

lonel took the same precaution, and at the 

end of a month the little bark was finished, 

and nothing remained but to launch it; a 

work which was performed with great ease; 

for the Colonel, having taken care \o fix 

l\tllers under his stocks, by means qf le

vers the whole was gradually 1noved to 

the seJ, where the rollers ·were lost and the 

bark swain. 

Destitute of proper tools for the un

dertaking our reader 1nust judge of the ac

tl vity that was employed to root up. cut, 

shapc1 
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ihape, hollow, and smooth a tree of suclr 
a size. The possibility of effecting it 
might even be doubted, were it not known 
that diligence and resolution arc great n1as- . 
tcrs, ,vhich surmount obstacles, smooth 
difficulties, and render every thing pos~i
ble to the 1nan who is cntcrprisi:og and per., 
.sevenng. 

Their departure was fixed for the eighth 
day of the month of May. On the even .. 
ing that preceded it, the Colonel made the 
two children sit down at his side and spoke 
to them in these terms. 

To tnorr0w, my dea,r pupils, we shall 
leave our island; to morrow we shall re
sign ourseh·es to a capricious clement in 

pursuit of 1nan: alas! you may, perhaps, 
one day regret the peaceful count1y, in 
which you have till now lived so happily. 
You n1ay one day reproach 1nc with hzrving 
caused you to forsake it. No matter: L 
do my duty, if, c1.s I t,rust, my confidence 

111 
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in this enterpri::,e is a secret counsel of that 

benign Being who has hitherto watched 

over you. J.f an, my children, is not 

formed to live alone; he must carry his im ... 

perfections into society, that he may feel 

then1, and learn that hu1nility which can 

alone arise fron1 a sense of his weakness. 

Excluded from the world, we are apt to 

ascribe to ourselves a perfection which 

does not belong to human nature, and 

forget that we are called upon by the Great 

Author of our Being to combat and to con

quer passions, of the influence of which we 

are alone insensible because strangers to the 

objects that w0uld excite them. Can we, 

for example, assure ourselves, that we are 

exempt from the sordid passion of avarice, 

when no object is presented to excite our 

cupidity? Can we ascertain the conquest 

we haYe gained over ourselves, our pro ... 

gress in patience and forbearance, before we 

are contradicted? No, my children; it 

is in society alone that we can form a just 

estimate of oursch·cs; self-love may indeed 

delude 
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delude us, but a cool and 1mpa1 tial exa
mination of our actions, and the motiYcs 
whence t-hey spring, will secure us fr01n 
yielding implicitly to its dictates. In so
ciety, my children, rou ·will meet with 
contradictions, anxieties, and a variety of 
cares from which a life of solitude would 
exempt you ; but be n0t discouraged; you 
will experience equivalent pleasures; your 
hearts will dilate in the thought that you 
do not exist for yourselves alone; they will 
expand in love to all around you, and in 
proportion as your opportunities of com .. 
1nunicating happiness increase, your own 
sources of enjoyment will n1ultiply: but 
let inc not, while 1 draw this inviting pic
ture, forget to remind you that the success 
of our proposed voyage is uncertc1in; w~ 
arc on the point of committing ourseh·es 
to the caprice of the ocean, in a bark the 
work of our unskilful hand.s :-our rout is 
by no means certain. The \Vest India 
islands are nu1nerous ; if ·we n1iss one, I 
trust we shall arrive at another; but many 

of ' 
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of the111 are inhabited by the Caribs, and 
I need not repeat the consequence should 
we fall into their.hands. I do not 1nake 
these observations, my children, to discou ... 
rage you; no, my own hopes are strong; 
they arc besides founded upon rational and 
solid grounds: but I would recall to your 
n1inds, too soon elated with the prospect 
of success, the necessary reflection, that 
our enterprise is in the hands of God, to 
whose decrees, whether they tend to pros .. 
per or frustrate it, it is our duty to sub1nit 
with pious and cheerful resignation. 

A.mbrose and Eleanor listened with at. 
tention to the discourse of their friend, and 
in silence lifted up their hearts to the Su .. 
preme Being, and implored his protection. 
fhey then with renewed vigour set about 
\..Orn·eying on board their little bark the 
kw articles that had been prcsen·cd from 
the conflagration. Arn.ong these '"'·ere 
their tools, c.u1d a Carib caslct containin (J' 

0 
some jt?wcls, and the lcttt:r lnd art iclc :; 

found 
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found upon Derley. These last the Colo. 

nel had so much at hea\rt, from the hope 
that they might one day lead to the disco

very of Am~rose and Eleanor's parents, 

that he secured them about his own person, 

in case of shipwreck or other accident. 

They laid in also a store of ru~h mat and 

cordage made of palm leaves, and thu~ 

having completed their little cargo, retired 

to rest in expectation of the next day, lvhich 

was to be that of their departure.- The 

Colonel could not close his eye5 all night; 

the success of his approaching voyage, 

which at a distance hope had represented 

nearly as a certainty, now appeared doubt

ful; he feared, not for himself, but for 

those who were to accompany him, espe

cially for the children ; they, said he, ha,·e 

scarcely entered the morning of life, and I 
pi esume to expose them to the ca prices of 

the waves! to the d:-i.ngers of ~hipwreck ·! 
Almighty father, continued he, looking 

·with feryour toward HeaYcn: protect them ! 

but if they 1nust peri:J1, suffer me to peri~h 
with 
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with then1; let n1e share the punish111ent of 

a crime of \Vhich I alone shall be guilty. 

These reflections were nevertheless counter

poised by others more pleasing ; he still 

flattered hin1self with arriving at a port of 

·safety, .and the thought of returning to 

England once more lulled hirn in a plea ... 

Ging delusion. From this he was at length 

roused by the return of light : the sun gilt 

the tops of the mountains, and he arose in 

haste ; but the children an<l Peter had been 

beforehand with him, and were amusing 

then1sel ves with carrying into the vessel 

<lifferent sorts of grain, salted fish, and 

other proyision, that were previous} y pre

pared, and undoubtedly yery needful to 

undertake a yoyage, the t_cnn of which was 

uncertain. One thing, however, which 

had till now escaped their recollection, 

caused some embarrassment: this wasn1eans 

to carry fresh water, which w:is equally ne .. 

ccssary as the other part of their stores. 

The difficulty was, however, soon 5ur

:nounted by Peter, who presently fonned 

wjth 
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with planks, in the bottom of the vessel: a 
reservoir for the purpose. To prevent its 
leaking, he stopped the joints with leaves 
dipped in a sort of resinous gum, which had 
the property of being impenetrable to the 
water; and when it was filled, he closed 

. it very exactly, to defend it against the 
motion of the bark, which he feared 1night 
throw out the water. 

In ·two hours all was ready, and nothing 
\yas thought of but setting sail, when on 
a sudden Ambrose, see1rnng to recollect 
himself, entreated the Colonel for a frw 
11inutes to delay their departure. 

'\Vith all my heart, Ambrose, said the 
Colonel; but tell me, do you le'1vc your 
1~land \vith regret? 

No, father, said .Aml)ro~e, we ha\'c no
dung to regret, since ,vc take you with u,; 
but we have forgotten-Ekanor, yo1t 
know w11at I 1ncan- •come \,·ith mc--

~u ic:k , 
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quick, quick. Saying this, he took her 
hand, and, without farther explanation, 
set off across the plain, and was out of 
sight in an instant. If the reader be desi
r.ous of knowing whither Eleanor and her 
brother were running with so much preci .. 
pitation, he need only ask his heart, and 
he will strongly suspect it was to the 
tomb of their good friend Derlcy. 0, 
yes, said Eleanor, as they ran across the 
plain, indeed we forgot; it was very un
gra1.teful in u-s not to think of taking a last 
farewell of hi1n. They presently arrived 
at the grave, upon which, as a small me .. 
tnorial, they had placed large stones, 
something in the form of a tomb. 1-Iere, 
with full hearts, they prostrated them-· 
selves, hand in hand, and began scn.:r.:11 
phrases which they could not finish. 
Fare\vell, farewell, Dcrley ! S,iid they. 
Poor Dcrley ! we shall nc,·cr sec you 1nore, 
bnt we will always think of you. Poor 
Dcrlcy ! There he lies, sister. Y cs, bro. 
thcr, he will be always thcre-Fare,vell, 

G' Delley. 
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Derley, fare1vell, we will al·ways remctn~ 

ber you. Yes, Eleanor and A1nbrose 

w~ll keep you always in their hearts. 

ILn-ing thus giyen free course to their 

gr.1titnde, they rose to return to the sea

~hore: when on a sudden they started 

b;-icl· , :;truck with a noise entirely ne,v to 

thetn. Ther looked at each olher: the 

noise wa: repeated : It is a clap of thun

der, brollicr, s,1id Eleanor. 1 • n, ref nrned 

~1c, it is uot thunder. The tH..'ise was re

peated a. tl1inl time; their kuccs l)l'nL un

d~r tl1cm, <111d Eleanor sunk without ~cnse 

or 1notion on the turf. \ Vbi]e .:\ mbrosc 

was supporting her, and cndcavouri 11g to 

recall her senses, oonfusc<l sounds of dis

tant Yoices caught his ear, Ambro.sc: Elea-

nor, was repeated n1ore than once: he 

knew not what· to do; he would haYC run 

1f0111 the :pot, but affectiun to his si~tcr 

withheld him. Rise, rise, my clear Elea

nor, saicl he, v .. ·c are called; it is the -voice 

i;f our fat11cr; Lut so111e time elapsed Lc-
1ore 
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fore her senses returned. At length, sup
porting her as well as he could. he ran 
prccipitatel y toward the seashore; but in
~tead of going to that side whence the voice 
proceeded, by a natural impulse he took a 
path that led to that part of the shore where 
they had left the Colonel and Peter. They 
arri,·ed at the spot, but their friends were 
not there; their vessel ·was still on the 
·w,n-es, but no other trace of their friends 
remained. 1\.1nbrose and Eleanor were 
too much alarmed to form any settled 
ideas ; they ran here and there, repeatedly 
calling Father! Peter! and invoking Hca-
\·en to hear and pity their anxiety. A 
clu:lcr- of rock~ at length set some bound 
to their despair. Brother, said .Eleanor, it 
strikes 1ne that we shall find thern among 
these rocks. licavcn grant that we may, 

n s,tid Am brose. The path they took 
,r windin(T. b)· Jco-recs brou •>11t them to aa ,.., 0 f'J 

a· e1111ncn e~ whence their view compre-
·ce bending a Lutser extent of the ocean, they 
e• di. curncd a .mall \'Cssd saihng from the 

, n 
V • • 



island with the greatest rapidity. This ,, 

sight increased their grief; they doubted 

not but that their friends vv-ere in the ves-

sel, and that the Caribs, or other enemies, 

had forced them from the island. I1n ... 

movable with grief, their eyes ; swimrning, 

in tears, . they remained upon the, rock till 

the bark had totally disappeared; and 

then bursting anew into a flood of sorrows, 

descende~ with heavy steps by. a, winding 

path, which brought them i1nperceptibly, 

to a part of the shore at s01ne distance 

from that where they had ascended : but 

what a spectacle of horror struck their 

sight! a disfigured corpse, covered 1-vith 

blood, lay on the sands ! the upper jaw 

and skull had been carried away; but the , 

height and clothes corresponding, they 

doubted not but their generous protector 

lay extended before the1n. Elean01· 

shrieked, and again fell senseless on th~ 

grou:1d, and Arnbrose; reduced aln1ost to 

the same. state, had scci.rcely strength or 

c0urage tu search for proofs to destroy or 
confirrn 
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,confirm their dreadful suspicions. His 
heart revived, upon observing that the 
hands of the unfortunate victi1n were small 
and soft, whereas those of his friend were 
-.hard, and much s11nburnt; the Colonel 
·wore no stociings, but the deceased did; 
iil.nd upon a close examination, he found 
that their clothes in many particulars dif
fered. As for honest Peter, he had no 
fears on his account, as, beside being much 
smaller, he was• habited in skins. Con
vinced that it was neither the Colonel nor 
Peter, he flew to Eleanor, who began to 
revive, and communicated the joyful in
telligence ; but the idea of its being their 
friend had so strongly impressed her mind, 
that it was not till after she had repeatedly 
questioned her brother, and examined the 
proofs, that she could be persuaded her 
suspicions were unfounded. For farther 
satisfaction, Anlbrose searched the pockets 
of the deceased, and found in them a 
pocketbook, knife, pipe, and other arti
,clcs, which they well knew their friend 

c 3 did 



.]id not pos:-es~. This rernoyed every : 1 

doubt: tear:; of joy mingled with tho~e n 

of ,ro wrre shed on both sides; it was 

11ot t1teir friend; the dreadful ccrtaiuty of 

hi·s being no more was remoyed; and 

hope, if it did not speak peace to their 

h earts, at leJ~t suspended the violence of 

their grief. They began to discourse ·with 
n1orc Ltlrnness on what had hzippcned, and 

->ltlcrnptcd to form some conjectures on the 

cause of their misfortune. At the side of 

the deceased they found a ·weapon, which, 

by the description they had heard, they 

j u<lged to be a pistol. This they con-

cluded had deprived him of life, but aH 

beyond ,vas a r:nystery they could not pe-

11etrate. Tired with conjecture, they 

,vere turning from the melancholy spot, 

when ... .\mbro:-c obscn·ed to his sister, th,1t 

it -w~s necessarr, in son1e way or other, to 

di pose of the unfortunate man before 

them. \\'hether he were a friend or an 

cuemy, Eleanor, said he, we owe him the 

Llties of · humanity: this ,\·as a les~on 
tau 0 l1t b 

,, 
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taught us by our dear father, and shall we 
neglect to practise it? I-Ie then went in pur
suit of a wooden spade, an<l presently re ... 
turning, dug a hole in the sJnd, in which, 
assisted by Eltanor, he with great toil 
and difficulty deposited the corpse. They 
then, hand in h~n<l, took their way along 
the shore : the sight of their little bark at 
length recalled the rcn1ernbrancc of their 
friend, and renewed the violence of their 
grief; they stopped to gi,Tc yent to their 
tears, and then sitting down on the point 
of a rock, they for some 1ninutcs were lost 
in melancholy reflections : at length Elea · 

nor broke silence; I a1n persuaded, said 
she, that the Caribs have forced them 
from the island. There is more reason, 
returned Arnbrose, to think that it was 
other enemies; the man w ho1n we have 
just bt}fied is not a Carib; he is dressed 
like our father. 

True, said .Eleanor, but a thought has 
struck Inc; perhap.:1 hl'c Peter, he h~1.s 

c 4 been 
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·been made prisoner by the Caribs; it h 
,rery possible, that he may have lost his life Eu 
in the defence of our dear father. 

. A-:~nbrose paused a moment upon this :1at 

idea. \Vhat you sugg~st, sister, ~aid he, 
1s certainly possible; the unfortunate man 

we have seen may have lost his life in de
fence of our father, but the vessel we saw 

was certainly very different from the ca
noes of the Ca ribs. 

It certainly, said Eleanor, appeared very 

clifferent; but the distance was great, our 

€yes mjght deceive us; for my part, I 

scarcely knew what I felt or what I saw. 

That is true, said Ambrose; but yet I 

am satisfied, from the description I have 

hc~ud from my father, that ·what we .saw 

was a Euro1Jean vessel. I 

But the Caribs, said Eleanor, are S<9 

accuston1ed to land upon this isL1nd-
\V cl1, 

,.1_ 
•II 



AMBROSE AND .ELEANOR. 129 

'\Vell, interrupted Ambrose, Caribs or 
Europeans, 1-vould to I-Ieaven they had 
taken us with them! For my part, I 
would rather · have endared slavery, nay 
death itself, than what I now feel. 

And so would I, said Eleanor. Oh, 
Atnbrose, our dear father ! can we ever 
forget him !--Peter too--

A burst of sorrow concluded. T'he 
day was spent in lamentations and vain 
conjectures, and at night they returned 
with slow and heavy steps to the cave, 
,vhich since the conflagration had scr,:ed 
them as an aboae. llere every obj cct re-. 
minded them of their loss, and rene-;-vcd the 
violence of their grief; here their dear 
protector had discoursed with them ; here 
they had partaken with him the last meal; 
they wept, they recollected a thousana 
instances of h is kindness, which did but 
aggravate their sorrow. At .iength: nat-ure 
exlrnusted called for repose; Eleanor sunk 

G 5 in to 
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into an uneasy slumber; Ambrose did the 

same, but presently started from it, and 

began again to ponder upon the dreadful 

c,·cnts of the preceding <lay; his thoughts 

hurried him from one thing to another, till 

;u1 idea occurred, which fixed effectualJy 

}1is attention, and revived his hopes. I{c 

impatiently waited for the return of day, 

hat he might communicate it to his sister, 

",•;ho no sooner a\\'oke, than he addressed 

lier in these words :-\Vhat can it avail us, 

sister, to remain in an island, where every 

object reminds us of the happiness we 

have lost ? Our bark is, you know, ready, 

it is rigged, stored, every thing is com

plete. "\\'hat hinders us fron1 putting to 

sea ? 1 f we remain here, we mu.st for ever 

give up the hope of seeing our dear father 

again; whereas, if '\Ye put to sea, it is 

possible we may arrive at some i~land, 

where we may hear tidings of him • 

.But, said Eleanor, st.uting at so d,u·ing 
an 

ho. 
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an enterprise, we do not know how to 

guide a canoe-and then the Caribs-

As to the guiding of a canoe, said Am
brose, I have heard Peter describe it so 

often, that I have no fears upon that 

head; and as to the Caribs, we must avoid 

thetn; ·we, as well as my father, know the 

i~lands that are inhabited by the Euro

peans, and can easily steer toward them. 

Y cs, said Eleanor, we know them very 

wdl upon the map, but \vhen we are upon 

the great ocean--

"\Vell, sister, said Ambrose, I do not 

desire to enforce you; but for my part, as 

I have told vou before, I "vvould rather 
,I 

en<lure slavery, or even death, than this 

dreadful uncertainty upon our dear Carl .. 

toI1's fate. 

I would ri :k every thing, said Eleanor, 

were there a hope of discovering hi1n ; 
c 6 but 



132 AMBROSE AND EL!ANOA~ 

but our success is very uncertain; we may 
nev_er reach the islands inhabited by Eu
ropeans, and if we do, may not--

'\Vell, interrupted Ambrose, provoked 
at the obstacles his sister raised to a project 
upon which his i1nagination aLr:eady began 
to be much heated, I see th.at you are 
averse to what I propose. 

You cannot sure1 y think, brother, said 
.EleanDr, that I am averse to any thing 

that can afford a reasonable hope of see .. 
ing again our dear father, But w.e incur 
certain danger in this enterprise, and after 
aB, our success is very uncertain : if we 

S{:ape t-he Caribs, and the dangers of the 
sea, we may not gain the information we 

wish.-

1 agree, my dear sister, said Arnbrose, 
that it is possible our inquiries may not 
prove successful : but on the other hand, 
there are rational gro1.1nds to suppose that 

they 
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they may. The vessel which conveyed 

our friends from the island was undoubt .. 

edly European; it is therefore highly pro
bable, that an1ong Europeans we may 
find them. Cuba, St. Dorningo, Po1io 

Rico, and the other islands inhabited by 
Europeans, lie near to, and without doubt 
haYe a com1nunication witm. each other; if 
we reach one, ~v-e shall easily extend our 

inquiries to others, and it will be hard in
deed if we do not somewhere gain the in

telligence we seek. Courage .and perseve
rance, sister, are necessary to every enter .. 

prise: without these, our dear father has 
often told us, nothing can be effected, and 

with them, few things are impossible.-

And do you really think, ·brother, said 
Eleanor, half persuaded to listen to a pro
j@ct, which, though it at first alarmed her, 

held out the soothing hope of recovering 
their lost friends, do you really think we 
may reach the islands you speak of? 

I am persuaded that we may, said Am
brose, 



brose; I do not pretend to suppose, that we 
are not to encounter dangers and difficul
ties; but, n1y dear sister, had circum
stances been reversed, had my father's fate 
been ours, and he left to lament our loss, 
do you think dangers or difficulties would 
have retarded his pursuit? No, be assured 
bis affection would have surmounted every 
obstacle ; and shaII we, who owe all to 
lus goodness, fear to encounter the periL 
of the sea, or perhaps sla,·ery (for this is 
the worst th~t can happen), wlJen the de
lightful hope, however distant, is afforded 
of seeing him, and sharing, if we cannot 
alleviate, his misfortune! Recollect, my 
dear sister, with what tenderness he has 
watched o,·er our infancy, how studious 
he has been to cultivate our n1inds, and 
train our hearts to virtue! Reflect upon 
the manr--

Say no more, brother, interrupted El<>a
nor, upon whose feelings this Li t , rgu
rnent opcratc<l more powerfully than all 
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the rest, I am ashamed of my fears, and 

will from this moment be wholly guided 

by your advice. The Almighty will, I 

trust, grant us his protection, and guide 

us to our dear father, our best, our only 

friend. 

Such was the discourse of Eleanor and 

Ambrose before they left the cave. They 

then fell upon their knees, implored the 

protection ef the Supren1e Being, and 

walked toward the seashore, discoursing 

upon their project. The sun was by this 

time risen, and the sea calm, and reflect

ing, in its various undulations, the pur

ple colours of the firmament, seemed to 

invite their confidence, and engage then1 

to e1nbark. They stopped a few 1ninutes; 

entered the vessel, and cut the cable that 

fastened it to the shore. In an instant 

it was in motion. Eleanor, seeing the 

shore recede from her, shrieked, and 

,-voulu have rtturncd to the island ; but 

Ambrose, affecting the greatest fortitude, 

employed 
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employed all his eloquence to encourage 
his sister, and at last succeeded. A wind 
presently arising from land, drove them in
to the open sea, and their beloved isle 
soon vanished from their view. The sun, 
in the mean w bile, had run 1nore than 
half his course, and the weather, which 
had till now been favoarable, on a sudden 
changed : thick clouds obscured the air, 
the sea ran high, and some drops of rain 
threatened an a pp roaching storm ; all na
ture seen1ed to prepare for a 6reat revolu .. 
tion. Ambrose, though alarn1ed, endea
voured, by every argu1nent he could sug .. 
gest, to encourage and persuade his sister 
ihere was no danger; but the honour 
which, in spite of his efforts to appear se .. 
rcnc, was impressed on his countenance, 
and the gulf, which from tin1e to time 
opened and threatened to swallow them, 
spoke too .forcibi y not to be understood. 
Eleanor, neverthe!css, encou1 aged by the 
example of her brother, sun1n1.omed all the 
resolution she was !!1istxess of, and re-

solved, 

fu. 
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solved, if it were the will cf the Almighty 
that they should perish, to meet death 

with fortitude. The weather, however, 
which continued foul till the middle of 

the night, at length cleared, and gave 

place to the moon, which, reflecting her 
silver disk upon the waves, somewhat re

animated the courage cf our poor voyagers, 

more embarrassed on the liquid element 

than were heretofore the first navigators. 

But on a sudden a new object excited 

their te.rrours. On the top of their mast 
shone a light, which to their troubled 

imagination seemed fire descending from 

Heaven to consume their vessel. This, 

though an appearance familiar to mariners, 
and the natural consequence of a heated 

and damp atmosphere, struck them with 

inconceivable horrour. They clasped eaca. 
other closely, and fixing their eyes upon 
the electric fla1ne, had neither power to 

weep nor ~peak. l'✓ or was this all ; the 
sea ~till ran high. Sometimes their little 

bark rose upon the billows, and then again 

seemed 



• 

seemed to sink, ne,-er to rise, into t11e 
depth of the va, t ocean. Death every in

stant prc.,ented itself to their view·, and 

they could on] y ·wonder, that they had not 

already m,,t it in the waves. 

Thj rty hours they remained in th;s anxi ~ 

ety, scarcely daring to stir, and only 1IoIJ1 
,., I • 

necessity L1king a little of the no,ni.shmcnt 

~ their yessei afforded. At length, near the 

close of the day the wind changing carried 

them toward · a coast, which, on the fir.st 

view, appeared to be desert'; but on ap-

proaching it, they distinguished men run .. 

ning in croirds upon the sands to examine 

their bark. Their hearts rebounded at 

the sight of land: they percei~:ed by the 

di-ess and colour of the islanders that they 

were not Caribs, and, far from being 

afarmed, were inspired ·with the greatest 

confidence. They rejoiced at the pros .. 

pect of being once 1nore safe upon land, 

and hoped soon to hear news of the Colo

ucl and P<. ter, as' if ( such was their sim-
plicity) 
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plicity) all the ,vorld were obliged to know 

them. 

"\Vhcn they were near land, a little boat 

took them on board and carried them 011 

shore : but the a -;toni~htnent of the islan. 
ders upon finding two children habited in 

skins, alone, in a bark ingeniously con

structed and furnished with different .sorts 

of provision, is not easy to be described ; 

J a thousand questions were in an instant 

put to them, to which they answered in 

English, have you seen Colonel Carlton 

·, 

or Peter ? \Vhere are they ? In pity tell 

us, we arc seeking them, &c. 

The i:-;L111Jcrs, who were Spaniards, un .. 

derstood nothin.3 of all this; but one 
,,n10~1g thcn1 ,d10 knew Engljsh acted as 
interpreter, and ans·wercd by assuring 

them, that they knew nothing of the p(.' r ... 

sons of w ho1n they spoke. 

The 110i~c of their arrival j and the 
. 

sin ... 
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gular circun1stances that attended it, soon 
1eached the ears of the Governor, to 

whose palace they were conducted an1idst 
a crowd of people, whom curiosity had 
drawn together. 

The Governor viewed them ·with sur
prise, put several questions to them, and 
.seemed to be much pleased with their 
youth and simplicity. Ambrose and 
:Eleanor, giddy with all they saw and 
heard, ans\vered only in monosyllables, 
or by something in which the Colonel or 
Peter always 1nade a part. The GGver

nor, who spoke English, in vain assured 
them he did not know their friends: solely 
occupied with the idea, they would ab
solutely insist upon his knowing them, 
and giving thetn the information they 
wished. At length, after repeated ques
tions, the Governor made them sit down, 
and addressed them to this effect : - My 
children, you appear to me to be amiable 
and wise; I am Sovereign of this island, 

which 
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which is called St. Verado, one of the 
Bahama isles; I made a discovery of it 
twelve years ago, and have established 

in it a colony, of which I am chief. You 

shall ren1ain at my Court, ·and shall haye 

no reason to regret the country you have 
left. As for this Colonel, who seems to 
interest you so 1nuch, I will cause him to 

be sought ; do not make yourselves un

easy, you. shall have news of hi1n shortly. 

Poor children! how old are you ? Do you 

know? 

Ambrose replied, We are almost fif- · 
teen • 

. A.nd what is your nan1e ? said the Go.,. , 
vernor. 

I an1 called Ambrose~ 

And you? 

Eleanor. 

\Vell, 
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, V ell, Eleanor, said the Governor, 
come near me: are you afraid ? have I 
an ill look ? ' 

N' o, said Elean·or. vV ell then, con
tinued he, clraw near: you will be ,·ery 
happy here, ahd you too, A1nbrose. 

A superb supper ·was now served up, 
durincr which the Governor lavished on his b 

young guests the n1ost flattering attention.-;, 
e·pcc1ally upon Eleanor, with whose 
beauty <tnd artless graces he appeared much 
delighted. Eleanor and 1\1nbro~e ate but 
little; though much comfo1 tcd by the Go
YernorJs promises 1n behalf of their friend, 
they could not forget, that they had lo:-t 
him; besides, their attention was wholly 
engrossed by the objects that .'-urrounded 
them: the wax-light~, the plate:-. the meats, 
the furniture, and then the clothes of the 
i landers! all struck tfacm with wonder 
and Jcl1ght. They could only g;17c and 
admire, they ha<l 110t ki 'tUt' to eat, c1nd 

~ca rc1.' Iv , 
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sea reel y to attend to the questions of the 
Governor! Supper being at length ended, 
and a few hours having in son1e measure 
familiari-;ed the surrounding wonders, the 
Governor requested A1nbrose to acquaint 
him rnore particularly with his adventures. 
He cornplied, and acquitted himself with 
the best grace imaginable; omitted no cir .. 
cumstancc that \Vas in the least interesting; 
~poke in the highest ten11s of their obliga
tions to Colonel Carlton; extolled the 
fidditv of Peter; and concluded with des-~ . 

cribing the n1anncr in wl1ich they were <le-
p1ivcd of their friends, their grief, and 
the happiness they should experience could 
they be restored f o the1n. 

The Governor thanked Ambrose for his 
narrative, and observing that .rest was ne
cc~,ary after the fatigues they had under
gone, ordered each to be conducted to a 
separate ~partment. . The thought of a. c
paration. ~ituate as they were an1ong straa
zer.s ~nJ in a ,tran,rc land. excited a n:-iin-u O • .l 

ful 
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ful sensation, but propriety rendered it 
necessary, and they submitted. In the 
morning, however, at daybreak, Ambrose 
l1astened to his siste( s apartment ; she was 
already up, and when she saw her brother, 
melted into tears. 

'\Vhat is the matter, 1ny dear sister? said 
lie; 1vhy are you in tears? 

I do not know, replied Eleanor, but · 
every thing here alarms me: I a1n afraid 
we shall be very unhappy. 

'\Vhy do you think so ? said Ambrose. 

I do not know, replied Eleanor, but 
there is something in this Governor that 
terrifies 111e very much. He is not like our 
dear Carlton. 

True, Eleanor, said her brother, but 
what do you apprehend ? 

I don't 

n 
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I don't know, said Eleanor, but when

ever he speaks, or looks at me, I cannot 
help trembling. 

Nay, my dear sister, said Ambrose, that 
is absurd; there is at present no cause for 
~larm ; the Governor treats us with kind-

1 ncss, and gives us hopes -uf seeing our dear 
father; what can we desire more ? Besides, 
let the worst happen, if we are not happy 
here, we can embark again in our vessel. 

., 
' 

I am, indeed, very foolish, said Elea
nor, drying her tears; but you must allow, 
that there is s01nething very forbidding in 
the countenance of this Governor. 

I agree with you, sister, said Ambrosp., 
that Don Lescar has neithe1 the counte
nance nor 1nanners of our dear Carlton ; 
but we are not on that account to conclude 
that he is base or treacherous : how often 
has our father described to us the diversity 

H which 



·which reigns throughout human natu1c; 

he bas told us, that a corrupt heart is frc .. 

quently hidden under a pleasing set of fea

tures; and n1ay we not equally infer, that a 

good one may be concealed by an unpro .. 

rpising countenance ? 

I 11 this 1nanner, though hif!1sclf not pre

possessed in favour of their host, did Atn

brose endeavour to calm the foars of his 

~istcr. "\l\Thile he was thus engaged, a 

6crvant came to conduct them to Don 

Lescat, who recciYed them ,-vith great 

kindness: and excited their confidence by 

a thousand flattering prornise.-. Eleanor's 

tranquillity was resto1ed; but the Go'.-er

nor observ1n 1Y on her countenance. as on 
0 , 

her brother's, the traces ot melanchol r and 

dejection, ordered one of his officers to 

show them the city, wishing to dissipate 

their sadue~s, and at the same tin1e to im

press the1n with an exalted iclea of his 

magni ficencc. They accordingly set out 

under the conduct of their guide, and 1-vcre 
much 

( . 
Iv 

Jr. 

I f . .. , 



JI 

' ' 

much a111used with observing the variety 

which reigned in the persons, dress, and 
buildings of the i1:,l.1.nders: every thing was 
to them new and interesting. The houses, 
only one story high, were built with wood 
and bricks made of a sort of reddish earth 
f0und in the mountains ; the streets, long, 
spacious and regularly built, formed a star, 
the centre of which was a spacious place, 
describing an exact pentagon. No s-hops 
were to be seen in the island ; the inhabi
tants, to the number of about four hun
dred, men and ,vomen, lived upon 
the produce of a little field, which 
gach cultivated behind his hou£e. At the 
side of Don I:.escar's palace was a chapel, 
in which an old Dominican, who was held 
in great veneration by the whole island, 
presided. \Vith respect to the morals and 
customs of this Haytian colony, the readef 

will soon learn them from ~he m~)uth of 
an inhabitant, who will act an intcrc:ttt10 
part in the scqnel of thi:i hi~tt 1y. 

f.he 
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The island was situated in 25 de

grees 15 minutes north latitude, and 

57 degrees 11 tninutes west longitude. It 

might be in Ieng th about six leagues, and 

in breadth three : nothing was wanting to 

neatness, convenience, or utility : the 

houses were built along the seacoast to 

the east, where a port was formed, well 

fortified with a tower and ram1?arts. Here 

Eleanor and Ambrose stopped, while the 

officer, their guide, withdrew to converse 

at some distance with a friend whom he had 

1net. They s...-:it down, and fixing their 

eyes upon their liule bark, which remain

ed chained in the basin, were beginning to 

call to their remembrance the happy hours 

they had spent with their protector, when 

.a little old man with a long white beard 

came and seated hi1nself beside them : he 

looked stedf.astl yon them for some minutes, 

and then broke silence : 

An1iable, interesting children, said he, 

suffc-r an old man, whose head is white 

with 

l"(/j 
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with a6c, to behold and converse 1vith 
you: from the finl mon1cnt I sa,v you on 
the quay, your youth, your innocence, 
your misfo1 tunes intc-re"tcd me : a'i I view 
you, my heart expands : speak, amiable 
childrenJ who gave you birth ? 

vVe are ignorant, replied An1·brose ; in 
our infancy we were deserted in an unin
habited island : God sent us a father, a 

e protector : he b1ought us up and instructed 
us; but we have just lost him, and had 

ir set out determined to seek him all over 
the world, when chance brought us to 

c your country. 

liow I pity you, my good children, said 
o the old man, how I lament that you must 
it reside among men so wicked as those who 

inhabit this island! 

'\Vhat do you tell us t exclaimed Elea-
,: nor and Am brose, alanned. 

t- u 3 I tell 
'th 



I tdl you, rr.y childrc11, replied the Jl.J 

rnan, <l melancholy truth; nothing but 

1:lnbridled licentiousness reigns here; vice 

and folly divide the wretched inh~bitant. · 

of St. Verrado, 

But Don Lescar,-- ? interrupted the 

children, he has loaded us with kindness

he has promised us protection. 

Ah! my children, said the stranger, his 

promises are made but to deceive and en

tangle you in his snares ; fatal experi ◄ 

ence has rendered me wise; suffer me then 

to warn you of your dan6er ; it v:a~ far· 

this I watched a favourable moment to 

accost you. 

• I 

lt 

ro 

'1 

t 

l 

A,nbrosc and Eleanor thanked the old u 
nian for the tricncll y interest he took in 

\vbat concerned them, and assured him of 

their readiness to attend to his counsel ; 

at the satnc tirhc they could not forbear 
exp re :s1 1g 

tc 

b·· I 



d 

expressing their surprise, t1nt he should 

continue to reside among such wicked 

people. Alas ! 1ny children, s~1id the 

~trancrer, ncccssitr. 110t inclination. cktuit1s 
u I, , 

me~ would to 1 I(~;rc·en I could c:,ba:1doa 

this dctc-.;kd place ! bnt fate h<ls rendered: 

it 1ny prison. ilcrc tl1c old 1nan ~~c1ncd 

for some n1oments over\vhclmcd with grief:: 

then recollecting himself, and observing,. 

by the intelligent countenances of his 

young auditors, the impression his <l1 ,_ 

course n1adc upon them, he resun1ed :

I ~ee, n1y young friends, that my discourse 

surprises you: you know not what to thiuk 

of it; but the historr of our Governor, 

with ,vhich a residence of some years in, 

this isL1 nd has fully acq uaintcd 111c, ,\·ill 

throw a full light on my subject. Don 

Lcscar was born of a good family at St. 

Domingo : being destined from his you th 

to the service of his country, he was sent 

by the Governor of the isL1nd upon an 

expedition) in which he disgra~cd hi1nself 

by the most unheard of excesses; nothin~ 

H 4 withstood 
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withstood his rapacity; unawed by any prin .. 
ciple of Justice or honour, by nature aYari
cious and crud )1cpreyed upon the substance 
of the people he was sent to defend. His de
predations were at length n1ade known to 
the Governor; 11c 14,,·as tried, and con
demned to pay the forfeit of his life; but 
before the sentence was executed, one 
.Blake, the captain of an English vessel, 
cne of his most zealous partizans, and some 
others, partJ y by force, and partly by bri
bery, found nwans to set him at liberty. 
They sailed for South Cai olina ; but near 
the Bank of Bahama were encountered by 
a violtnt tempest, ,,.,,·h1ch continued eight 
hours. \Vben it subsided, they hoi)ted 
sail, but the winds proving contrary, and 
their yard and topmast being cairied away, 
they were obliged to abandon themselves to 
chance, and at last found themselves near 
an island, which the pilot assured them was 
one of the Lucayos or Bahama Isles, which 
he said was probably yet unknown to 
Europe; for though Christopher Colum-

bus 
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,, 
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bus discovered forty, it is well known that 

more exist. \Vhile the carpenter pur

sued his work, Don Lescar, with his 

friend Blake, and a few others, advanced 

into the isle, which he found' to b.e fruitful, 

but entirely unfrequented and wild~. The 
singular idea of founding a colony imme

diately struck him; he communicated it 

to his friends and to the whole crew, who 

having left their country to escape th.e pu

nishn1ent of their crimes, or upon d.iffe

rent discontents, unanin1ously approved 

it : in short, they took possession of the 

island, tilled the land, and built commo

dious habitations: out they had amonrr 
0 

them no women, and' they wanted wiveso 

In this dilemma, Don Lescar, ever frujt .. 

ful in expedients, recollected the stratagcn1 

:made u~ of ?Y the Romans to· can:y off the 

Sabine w0mc11--but I forget, 1ny chil

dren, t~1at you are unacquainted with the 

history of civilized nations--

EJcanor <1.nd Amb rose here iirterruotcd· 
;. 

, H 5 him, 
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him to observe, that though they had been 

brought up on a desert island, their kind 

friend had taught them that they were not 

the only beings existing in the world, and 

had acquainted them with the history of 

other countries. 

The old man then continued :-Dor. 

. Lescar proposed to his comrades to make 

use of the same stratagem, and they ac

cordingly set sail for Cuba, an island in

habited by the Spaniards. There feigning 

thcmsel ves travellers come to see the coun

t !T, they one ni6ht gave a Jete on board 

their vessel to the ladies, who assembled 

to the number of .sixty, with some gentle

men; I was unfortunately an1ong the lat

ter, for in the midst of our gaycty our per

fi<liuus hosts wei6hed anchor. The wind 

was Ln ourable, and the vessel departed, 

'"·hile the people on shore gazed on us 

with the utmost unconcern, thinking Don 

Lescar's design ,,,..as merely to at.r'ord us the 

pleasure of a little excursion on the sea ; 

we 

T 

p 
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we too at first believed his intention to be 

no other, but fatally were we undeceived! 

The vessel, which. was a s,,vift sailer, in 

spite of our prayers and tears, conveyed 

us to this island, never to return. The 

n1en, myself only and, a few others, from. 

whom they judged· they had nothing to 

fear, excepted, w~re all massacred ; the 

,...,·omen alone, ,vho v,rere the objects of 

their treachery,. v,rere presctrved, and those 

assembled at the fcte,. being for the n1ost, 

part dis<;ipatecl: and- abandoned; easily ac

commodated thcmsch·es to the terms of

fered by Don Lescar. A few, hovl'cvcr, 

preferrcLl cleath tu becoming the wives of 

their base ernJavers; and- these drag out a. 

1nis'"'rable ex.ist~nce in. the prisons of St • 
.... ,/ crrado. 

\\7hcn the inh~tbitants wer.c furnished, 

,,·ith the 11ccessarie1,, they be,ran to think 
, 0 

0f the luxuries of bfe, and! Blake, at :·he 

h ca<l of a. hundred men, put to sea to pil

L1gc m~rrha.ntmcn and olhcrve .3scls; ,...-hen 
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he meets one superior in force to his own, 
he hoists the w bite flag, salutes it with 
three fires, and passes as a friend; but if it 

have suffered from storms, or is infe
rior, he attacks it, throws out his grap• 
pling irons, and brings it in triumph into 
our port, taking always the cruel precau .. 
tion to massacre all the men from whose 
courage or address he thinks he has any 
thing to fear; he acts the same with re
spect to the vessels which unfortunately 
put in here for repairs, or to take in 
water: violating every law of justice and 
.hospitality, he murders the men, and 

seizes upon the women and cargo. By 
such means he has collected this little fleet 
of twenty sail, which you see in the basin, 

and has procured for the colony in profu
sion all that is necessary to encourage 
luxury, and secure the establishment of 
his colleague. It is seven days since he set 
out upon one of these expeditions; he is 
not yet returned, and his absence so much 
longer than u sual begins to alarm the 

whole 
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whole colony. It is noti mprobable, but 

that this villain may have met the just 

punishment of all his crimes. 

vVith respect to the '\T erradians, there is 

sea reel y an excess to which they are not 

carried ; drunkenness reigns indiscrirni

natel y among them. As the prizes made 

by their vessels are divided in the public 

square amo1~g the inhabitants: each has a 

profusion of br..tnd y and other spirituous 

liquors, which they employ to their own 

destruction: even children are infested 

with this dreadful vice; there are already 

in the island upwards of two hundred, 

who, corrupted by the example of their 

parents, before they have attained the age 

of reason lose the little they possess in 

draughts of brandy. The inhabitants are 

in continual strife, and sometimes kill each 

other, but this crime is punished with 

death. They know here no other employ-

1ncJ;J.t than dissipation, no other God than 

voluptuousness, and no other restraint 

than 
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than liberty. Thus enervated by idleness 
and excess, they are not 1n a state to re
sist the slightest attack: a hundred 1nen, 
could they discov·er and surpri ,,_: it, would1 

be sufficient to subdue the ,vhele colony; 
but Don Lescar has prohibited any one,. 
under pain of death, leaving it without his 

order or permission. ~ or is this all; the 
vessels you see here are with their boats 
chained in the basin, and he alone h,L' the 
key of the chains. These strong palisade.:;, 
those guards. ready to fire upon tbc first 

who shall dare approach, ren<ler all accc:-.s 
to the port i1npossible, and ,vhen, once you 
set foot in St. V crrado, it is for life. 

Ambrose and Eleanor trembled at these· 
dreadful words, which the stranger ob
sen rng, hastened to divert their attention .. 

Don Lescar, said he, notwithstanding 
these prccaullons, 1s !-iensibic th ,1t othc;: 
chains than those of force are necessary to 

bind his subjects; he labours to. render 

c· 
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their state agreeable, that he may add thos-e 

of inclination; with this view he permits 

an unrestrained licence, which he judges 

alone capable of attaching the1n. To con

fess the truth, all are satisfied with their 

condition, and among the1n there is not a 

single inhabitant, myself exeepted, desirous 

of quitting St. V errado to inhabit another 

country. Every day there are superb en-

tertainments at the palace of the Govern

nor, balls, concerts, and assemblies; they 

love riot and dissipation ; what would they 

more? they have it to their wish. Such, 

n1y children, are the laws of the Verradi-~ 

ans; such their manner of life; endeavour 

to bear with it, and to accommodate your

selves to it, without wandering from the 

principles of virtue : live here, since I-Iea 4 

,Ten has sent you, wise, gentle, modest, 

tcinpc1=ate, and do not i1nitate the odious 

companions with whon1 you must associ

ate. I will fron1 time to time see and ad

vise you, persuaded that you will be se

cret and set son1c value on n1y lessons. 
Eleanor' 

ti 
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Eleanor and Ambrose, astonished and 
shocked at all they heard, thanked the old 
n1an for his information, and e"pressed 
their readiness to be guided by his advice. 
Then seeing their guid~, he bade them 
farewell, telling them at parting that he 
was called the Count d'Ore~ty. 

Don Lescar upon their return inquired 
how they liked his city? But observing 
the impression of 1nelancholy, which, not
with standing their efforts to. appear cheer-

ul, th e discourse of the Count d'Oresty 
had left upon their countenances, he ex
pressed his displeasure. Eleanor and Am
brose excused themselves, attributing it to 
the concern they could not help feeling 

for the loss of their protector. This was 
the first time they had ever known dissi-
1nulation, or felt the necessity of it. And 
wherefore, said the Governor, this una
vailing sorrow ?' This Carlton \Vas your
friend and protector: ,vell, I ·wip· be so; 
I will love and prottct you as well as he 

di,l ; 

the 
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did; I will do more; I will cause all 1ny 

subjects to honour and respect you. Be
sides, a thought has struck me concerning 
your friend ; the n1anner in which he and 

Peter disappeared is singular; I have re
flected upon it, and do not think it in 

the least improbable, but that you may in 
a very short time see him land in this 

island. 

Eleanor and Ambrose exclaimed in am. 
extacy, How? ,vhere? My Lord-do 

you know ?-Is there any hope of-

Have patience, interrupted Don Lescar, 
and be not so elated; what I suggest is mere

ly conjecture; I will tell you upon what 
grounds: My subjects frequently make 

short trips upon the seas for the purpose of 
taking prizes; it is not a week since one 

of my captains sailed with about a hun .. 
dred and fifty men : now as the time agrees 
with that in which by your account your 

friends disappeared, it seems very probable, 

that 
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that he niav han~ louched at the island and .-
borne the1n away to increase the inhabi .. 

tan ts of my colony. Can you describe 

he corpse you found lying on the ground? 

No, replied A1nbrose, it was too much 

disfigured; but we found about it 50me 

papers and other articles which I will 
~how you. Saying this, he searched his 

pocket, and produced them; but no 
sooner had Don Lescar examined the pa

pers, than his countenanced changed
I-Ieavens ! exclaimed he, what do I see! 
"tis the handwriting of my friend! 'tis he 

himself; the hand of an assassin. has di-

vided us for· ever. ,i\r ith these words he 

darted a furious glance upon Ambrose, 

grasped the papers, and went out of the 

apartment without pronouncing a single 

word. 

The children looked at each other 

amazed:-'\1/hat have we done ? said 

Eleanor. 
!Ie 

, i 

to 
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I-Ie thinks, said Ambrose, that the man 

who was kilied upon our coast is his 

friend. 

Let us flee? said Eleanor, alarn1ed, per

haps he will revenge his death upon us. 

And why flee? said Ambrose, were that 

even possible, when we may expect soon 

to see our dear father; he will counsel 

and defend us. 

Ah! no, said Eleanor, he is without 

doubt murdered !-we can no longer en

terta1n a hope of seeing him. 

A deep silence ensued, and they re ... 

1naincd overwhelmed with the bitterest 

e reflections. Two days elapsed before they 

saw the Governor; on the third he sent 

for thetn into his apartment ; his counte .. 

er nance wa5 gloomy and morose; but he re ' 

:d ccived them with his former kindness. l 

ha,·e suffered 1nuch, 1ny young friends, 

~ said 
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said he, since I sav, you ; I have shea 
111any tears, and it i:; this Carlton whom 
you regret ~o n1uch who has caused thern 

to flow; banish him, therefore, from your 
1emembrance, as the enemv of one whorn 

~ 

you must henceforth learn to honour and 
obey. 

Ah! my Lord, said Eleanor,_ falling 
upon her knees, pardon our dear protec
tor-the injury he has done you was invo .. 
luntary: in his own defence-Pardon; 
Eleanor on her knees entreats it. As a fa .. 
vour--

As a favour, sister, interrupted Am
brose bluntly, as justice you mean; had 
Don Lescar been in the place of our Carl
ton, would he not have done the same ? 

Young man, said Don Lescar, incensed 
at the oblique reproof that was conveyed 
to hi1n in these words, moderate your im

petuosity.; 
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pctuosity ; remember that you are in the 
presence of your King. 

I respect your title, said Ambrose) 
though I know not what is due to it; but 
I appeal to your heart, to your probity : 
you believe that our Carlton has destroyed 
your friend; admitting it to be so, you 
know not the provocation: we are sure it 
was in defence of his life or liberty, and in 
this case is he not justified? The man of 
honour should approve the actions that 
11onour j us ti fies. 

And do you, said Don Lescar, bred in 
the depths of forests, pretend to talk of ho
nour ? Do you pretend to know its laws ? 

I know the rights of man toward man, 
said Ambro£e, they are equal to all beings, 
common to all states. 

And so, said Don Lcscar, ,with a sar .. 
t-astic s1nile, knowing natural laws, you 

; pretend 
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pretend to judge of those prescribed by 

civil society and religion ? Are these the 

fine maxims your friend has taught you ? 1. 

co 

lie has taught n1e at least, said Am

brose, to despise irony and to brave pride. 

Don Lescar was incensed: Ungrateful 

wretch, said he, is this the return or all 

n1y favours ? Tre1nblc at the effects of my 

displeasure. 

It n1ust be ownecl that the sentiments of 

Ambrose were uttered with an asperity ancl. 

confidence that cannot be justified: Don 

Lcscar \Vas his su pcrior in years, and hos

pitably entertained him and his sister, and 

though the Count d'Oresty had destroyed 

the confidence they might otherwise have 

reposed in him, no personal injury had 

) et been offered ; some respect was there

fore due to him; but bred in unfrequented 

w1lds, accustomecl to combat the beasts of 

the fofest , and hardened by labour and fa-
t igut', 
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tigue, Ambrose had contracted a certain 
1·oughness of character, which rendered 
l1im a little savage : he had never becu 
contradicted; on this occasion he was; 
his heart, replete with the noblest senti
n1ents, could not brook the pride of a 
man, whom he not only considered as the 
enemy of his dearest friend, but degraded 
by his vices beneath the lowest of his spe
cies. Eleanor possessed equal strength of 
mind with her brother, but she ,vas more 
tin1id; every thing ;\lanned her, because 
she 1norc quickly foresaw the consequen
ces. Terrified at the scene that was taking 
place between her brother and Don Lescar, 
she cndea,·oured in vain to sooth them: 
Be calm, my Lord, said she :-Brother, 
do not vex hi1n. 

It is for your sake alone, Eleanor, said 
Don Lescar, that I can forget the insults 
and arrogance of a youth, who is unworthy 
a sister so bcautif ul and interesting: n1y 
heart is already weighed down with care; 

the 
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the hand of an assassin has bereft me of a 

faithful f-·iend and a valuable subject: it 

is you only who have power to console 

me: I love you Eleanor, you, shall one 

day be queen of St. Verrado-Do you 

not understand me ? You are at present 

young; I will be your guardian and pro .. 

tector) but one day, I repeat it, you shall 

be my Queen. 

It is impossible to express the astonish

ment of Eleanor ; the idea of ever becoming 

the wife of Don Lescar, however distant 

the period might be, struck her with a 

horrour which she could not conceal : he 

observed it, but not thinking it a time to 

enter farther upon the subject, left the 

apartment; but with a look which taught 

his young guests they had every thing to 

fear if his will were resisted. 

0 ! said Eleanor, what will become 

of us! 

Fear nothing, sister, said Ambrose, the 
Almighty 

"1 
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Almighty will protect us; I trembled 011 

the ·waves, I wept at our separation from 
our dear father and Peter, but I will ne
ver weep or tremble at the threats of a 
tyrant: we will endeavour to see our 
good old man; he will console and advise 
us. Saying this, they took their way 
toward the port, in the hope of meeting 
the Count d'Oresty, but they were that 
night disappointed; and several days 
elapsed before they saw l1i1n, except in the 
presence of witnesses, before ,d101n it was 
impossible to discourse of any thing inte
resting. During this time Ambrose and 
Eleanor had the mortification of hearing 

_the most horrid execrations bestowed npon 
the name of Carlton ;, he l, as uo,v uui.\·er
.sally believed to be the assassin of the na
Yal Chief, and the arrival of the l crradian 
vessel was awaited with impatience, to 5a. 
crifice both him and his accomplice Peter 
to the vengeance of th~ people. Eleanor and 
her brother, therefore, far fro1n_looking with 
joy, as_formerly, to the moment ofhi-',urival, 

1 prayed. 
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prayed fervently to 1-Ieayen that it mi6ht 

be retarded, In the 1nean while a delay 

so unusual began to alarm the inhabitants, 

from the supposition of their vessel being 

captu1:ed and a discovery n1ade of their 

retreat. The port was doubly guarded, 

~nd the whole colony put into a state of 

defence; but in a short time their fears in

sensibly decreased, and lulled in indolent 

security, they returned to their former 

course of luxury and dissipati0n. 

Eleanor and Ambrose continued to be 

treated as the distinguished guests of the 

Governor; but under this 1nask of kind .. 

ness, it was easy to discern that Don Les

car concealed an implacable hatred to Atn

brose; he could not, without indignation, 

behold the pride and firmness of a youth 

whom he considered as a savage; the strict

J1ess of his principles, and the solidity of 

his arguments, always on the side of vir

tue, incensed him ; the unshaken attach

ment too which he at all times discovered 
to 
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to his dear friend, and the freedom with 
which, even at the peril of his life, he ex
pressed his sentiments on this subject, was 
another cause of his disgust; in short, his 
hatred arose to such a pitch, that had it 
not been for Eleanor, it is probable he would 
have sacrificed him to his resentment. She, 
however, more soft and gentle, mediated 
between her brother and Don Lescar, and 
thus warded off the blow that might other
,vise have proved fatal. Eleanor, as ob
served before, was now nearly fifteeu ; she 
·was tall and ·well made; her sunburnt com
plexion was fresh as the dew; her teeth 

, ,vcre white .1nd regular, and her large dark 
cres sparkled with intelligence and vi·va
city: her hair flowed negligently in natu
ral cu11s upon her shoulders, and there 
was "' gentleness in her 1nanners, and a 
grace in her least n1otion, tlrnt rendered her 
whole figure inexpressibly interesting. 
Don Lescar wa: struck with her innocence 
and beauty, and from the first 111om_cnt of 
1er arrival conceived the idea of. making 

-1 2 he1 
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one day his wife. From this cause had 

arisen the favours he had bestowed on her 

and Ambrose-fayo1us which they might 

justly have claimed from 11umanity and 

hospitality; but Don Lescar was a stran .. 

ger to both, and was too depraved to be

stow upon other grounds than those of 

self-convenience or self-gratification. 

A1nbrose and Eleanor had now more 

than once seen and communicat<:d their 

griefs to the Count d'Oresty; the good old 

1n:1n~incerely sympathised in their sorrows, 

and by his counsels endeavoured to con

finn them in the principles of virtue; he 

often pointed out to them, in the wretched 

inhabitants of St. Verrado, the fatal effects 

of luxury and intemperance: Behold, said 

he, their features distorted, their constitu

t ions undermined, their reason obscured, 

their faculties decaying even before they 

have attained their due maturity, and 

their whole frame convulsed with passions 

,;i.:hich degrade theni far beneath the beasts 

which they despi:e ; such, my children, is 
the 

1, 
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the price of pL'c.1:urcs which cloy in the 
possession, ancl ,v hich are pur~ued more_, 
pcrha ps, fro1n hJ bit than fro1n inclinationQ 
lie then set before them the supe1ior ad
vantages of a life of virtue. and mode
ration, thus strengthening them against 
the temptations to which their innocence 
was exposed, among the dissipated compa
nions with which they were daily con
strained to associate. One day as they 
were, a~ usual, discoursing upon their 
misfortunes, and lamenting the cruel ~~
ccssity which doomed them to live und~r 
a tyrant who111 they abhorred, having re .. 
rnained a few minutes silent, the Count 
addressed thcn1 in these words :-vVhen I 
reflect, my children, upon the dangers to 

which your innocence is exposed, and that 
your lives are scarcely safe in a place where 
you are beheld as the friend of one, who 
1s universally believed to be the assassin 
of a man who, though stained with the 
1lackest crimes, was ney~rtheless the idol 
of his comrades., I feel an irresistible de-

l 3 sire 
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~ .. re to deliver you from so many pe

rils : 1ny own life i~ of little importance; 

in a few years I shall be removed to a. 

country far beyond this circumscribed spot 
of earth. I had re::iolveJ to wait for this 

l1appy release in St. Y errado, since the 

caprice of fate had made it my abode i 

but your misfortunes, my children, the 

perils to which your innocence is exposed, 

have shown me the possibility of an escape, 

which would otherwise have remained un
discovered, as unsought. 

But, said Eleanor, our dear Carlton

we must stay and take him with us. 

Yes, said Ambrose, we must take him, 

or stay and die with him: while a hope 

remains of our dear father's arrival we 

cannot leave St. Verrado. 

11y dear children, said the CouJJ.t 

d'Oresty, your affection and gratitude 

charms and interests me still more 1n your 

behalf; 
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behalf; but re~t a:5sur...:d, whatever n1ay be 

the cause, that the vessd which you have 

reason to suppose deprived you of you:· 

friends will never more return to St. Ver
rado. Don Lescar himself, nay, every in
habitant of this island 1 has relinquished 
the idea of it; who knov{s} therefore. 

Heaven may have preserved your friends; 
and that misfortune (if, as is generally be

lieved the vessel has been captured) which 
may end in tbe destruction of the colony, 

may have brought life and liberty to them: 
but however this n1ay be, you are as likely, 

if God permit, to meet the1n in other 

countries as in this. 

Eleanor and Ambrose acknowledged the 
force of this argument, and were soon per .. 

suaded to enter into a measure, which the 
Count assured thcrn afforded a much 

greater probability of discovering their 
friends than remaining at St o Verrado 
They expressed their readiness to br guided 

1 4 by 
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by his advice, and inquired how he pro .. 
posed to effect thc:r escape ? 

The Count d~Oresty d.i<l not think pro .. 
per at this ti1ne to disclose his plans; he 
only counselled Ambro.3e to moderate his 
impetuosity, and keep up a friendly inter
course with Don Lescar, on which he told 
them the success of their enterprise would 
in a great measure depend. I-le then de
Rarted, telling them to attend every day 
at the port, and that when he had digested 
his plan and arranged matters for its exe. 
cution, he would talk more to them upon 
the subject. 

Eleanor and Ambrose exactly followed 
the instructions of their friend : they at
tended regularly at the port, but a week 
elapsed before they saw the Count d'Ores-· 
ty; at length he accosted them : Well, 
my children, said he, do you think you 
shall have courage to trust yourselves 

once 
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once more on the seas in your little 

bark? 

Ah! father, said Ambro-se, we commit 

ourselves wholly to your guidance; we 

have lost our dear Carlton, and think our

selves beyond measure happy in meeting 

a friend to supply his place. vV e are very 

simple-we know nothing _.- of the great 

world-It is you who must advise and di
rect us. 

,v ell, n1y childre::i, said the Count 

d'Oresty, God, who sees the purity of my 

intentions toward you, will, I hope, di_. 
rcct me : "ve 1nust encounter peril~.--

Talk not of perils, interrupted Am

brose; tell us onlv what we must do-deli-
.1 

ver us from Don Lescar-from this ·wicked 

place, since V{C 1nust no longer indu I6e 

the hope of seeing our dea,r father. 

It is i :1 your little bark, rn.y 

I 5 
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said the Count, that we must attempt our 
escape ; I have examined it, and fi:rad it 
solid and well bui] t; if we can once more 
cn1bark, I doubt not but I shall be able to 
~teer so as to land you on some shore in
I1abi ted by beings less cruel than those 
an1ong w horn you now reside: thence, 
if the Almighty spare me so long, I will 
convey you to England, ·where you may 
perhaps hear tidings of your friend; but 
much before remains to be done ; your 
little bark, you see, is chained in the ba
sin ; the keys of the port must therefore 
be obtained or we cannot proceed· in the 
enterprise. Do you think, Ambrose, 
that you would have courage to enter the 
apartment of Don LescarJ and g_et pos .. 
!.ession of then1 ? 

I could have courage, said Ambrose, to 
do any thing rather than li,,c under a ty
rant whom· I de:-;pise and·_abhor--Lut 
how--

You 

t 
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You must take them, said the Count, 

from under the head of Don Le scar w hilc 

he sleeps. . 

0 Heaven! exch.imed Eleanor, should 

he awake! my brother's life--

Be not alarmed, Eleanor, said the 

Count d'Oresty, follow exactly my direc
tions, and all will be well. lf the wind, 
Ambrose, continue in the same quar

ter as at present (for this will be ne

cessary to observe that it may blow us 

s.wiftl y from the coast), toward evening 

feign an excuse to withdraw and steal pri

vatel_y into the chamber of Don Lescar 1 

where you 1nust conceal yourself till he 
rietires to rest .. 

But, said Ambrose--

IIear m.c to ,u1 end, 

Court; you, Eleanor, 
• 

and when Don Le scar 
1 6, 

interrupted tb~ 
take thi s p owJc • , 
has drunk a fL w 
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glasses, watch a favourable opportunity, and 
drop a pinch of it into his wine. It will 
first cause a drowsiness, which will probably 
induce him to repai,r t0 his chamber, and 
afterward throw him into a deep sleep, 
during which Ambrose, without dan
ger of awaking him, may take pas-session 
of the keys, lvhich, when he retires to rest, 
are always placed beneath his pillow. Now, 
my children, if you have address and cou
rage to execute this, you must immediate .. 
1y haste with the keys to this place where I 
shall expect you, and be ready to perform• 
what is farther necessary to the success o.f 
the enterprise. 

The attempt was bold and hazardous; 
the execution of it, i.f n-0t impossible, 
seemed difficult, and replete with dangers; 
but .Ambrose, tran~ported with the hope 
of escaping from a country ·which he had 
in honour, and also v.,·ith the thought of 
visiting England, ·where a probability re
mained of one day seeing his dearest 

friend, 
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friend, if he were still an inhabitant of the 

earth, promised every thing. Eleanor, 

though alarmed for the safety of her bro. 

ther, consented to perfonn her part, and 

after some farther arrangements concerning 

the execution of the plan, they returned to 

the palace of the Governor. 

Early in the evening, pursuant to the 

instructions of his friend, Ambrose, alleg

ing indisposition, withdrew fr~m the pre
sence of Don Le.scar, and watching an 

opportunity, slipped privately into his 

charnber, and concealed himself behind the 

hangings. He left Don Lescar as usual 

carousing with a number of his comrr1.des, 

but as if I-leaven favoured the enterprise, 

on account of a slight indisposition which 

had aillicted him for some days he dismissed 

them at an early hour. Eleanor watched 

a favourable opportunity, and, with a beat-

ing heart, dropped the powder given her 

by the Count d 'Oresty into his glass. Don 

Lcscar was soon sensible of its po1-ver, and 

n s1ng, 
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rising, retired to his chamber. Let the 
reader judge if it be possible ·what were 
the feelings of Eleanor at this moment; the 
idea of her brother being concealed in the 
chamber of Don Lescar, of the dangers 
to which he was exposed, of the double 
part she had been acting, which obliged 
her to smile with pretended sincerity on 
the tyrant she was deceiving, all rushed 
f orci bl v on her mind ; she threw her
self into a chair, and bursting into an. 
agony of tears, 0 ! said she, what is to 
be compared with sincer!ty t\nd truth ! 
V/hat aciv~ntage~ can be cquiv;ilcr.t t0 the 
loss of it! Better were it to have borne a1l 
the 1naJice of Don Lcscar could have i11-
Hicted, than have entered~nto this 1ab·vrinth , 
of deception.-Gracio11s l-{e,1.ven ! should 
Don Lesca.r awake-sI1ould rnv brother 

✓ 

be discovered-·what will be the consc
qucnce--I trcmhlc--mercifnl Cud pro
tect him-.~ave him-if we haYe clone 
wrong, forgive us-0 save him, sa,·c 
him~ let not E1c'1nor bn1en.t her fast, } er 
0.11 y friend. 
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In the mean w bile Don Lescar entered 
his chamber, and was scarely stretched upon 
his bed, before, as Count d'Oresty had 
foretold, he sunk into a deep sleep, and gave 
Ambrose, who boldly advanced to th€ 
bed, an opportunity of seizing the keys, 
which at this 1noment seemed to him a 

greater treasure than the wealth of the In
dies. I-Ie then, as it had been agreed, 
itole to the apartment ef 11is sister, who 
was ready to expire with joy upon 
iecing him safe out of the chamber of 
Don Lescar. Little passed; he took her 
hand, and they escaped together by a pri
Yate door of which Eleanor had the key : 
they flew imtnediatel y to the port where the 
Count d'Oresty anxiously expected the 
success of the undertaking. I-Ie no sooner 
beheld the keys, than withot1t ~taying to ac

cost them or to disclose his intentions, Run, 
run, my friends, cried he, to the guards, the 

prison is on fire, and all the prisoners vvill 
escape. '\Vhile he was speaking, a ftightful 
volume of s1nokc arose to the clouds ; he 
had found means to set fire to a neighbour-

ing 
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ing arsenal in which the pirates kept all 
their powder. The guards alarmed quit 
their posts, run to the conflagration, and 
afford the Count an opportunity of open
ing the palisades. Accompanied by his 
young friends, he precipitately enters the 
little bark, unchains it, and rows fr01n 

land. It was not long before the Verradian 
arsenal blew up and made the Count easy 

respecting the pursuit, which he was sen
sibie would be n1ade after them should hjs 
absence or that of his young friends be dis
covered; but the univcrs~l alarm and con
fusion, occasioned by the unexpected event, 
precluded all idea of an i1nmediate pu.1 suit. 

A brisk g;lle bio,ving fro1n hn<l, our na
vigators lost no time in spreading the sc1.il 

of their little vessel. Eleanor, her eyes 
fixed upon the island, mot1onlcss with ter
rour and asronishmcnt, could 11ol utter a. 
single word: the Count d,.Oresty and Am
brose, 11rt1te also, busied thc.:rnsclves with
stowing some provision, which the Count, 

a short 

t 
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a short time before he set fire to the an;enal, 

had found means to conceal in a retired 

spot at the foot of the palisades, and with 

the assistance of Am brose had conveyed 

after the retreat of the guards into the vessel. 

Ambrose first broke silence, \Vhither are 

we going, father? said he. 

Can I tell, my son ? said the Count, 

still confused with the events that had oc .. 

curred in such quick succession to each 

other, Let us get clear of this hated land 

before we talk of our rout. 

Our island, said Eleanor, cannot be far 

hence. 

And what do you infer from that ? said 
the Count. 

I do not know, replied Eleanor, but 

somehow I have an idea, that we should 

find our dear Carlton there. 

A mere chimera, my child, said the 

Count;-



Count;-~ -o, we 1nust rot quit an inha .• 
bited for a desert land; w<.. '"·ill direct our 
bark towards Cuba. 

1 he bark rapidly cut the waves, and in 
a sho•·t time they iost sight of St. Verrado; 
, ., dk d ., tr,e rngnt \v;:is ar ... , an ne1tner 1110011 nor 

st2.r was to be seen, but in a few hours the 
;un began to enlighten the ea'.:>t, and the 
Count perceived a number of small islands 
·which he had apparently coasted during 
the night without knowing it; but the 
waves seeming to dri\'e the bark with tnore 
violence, he was fearful of being driven 
into the Gulf of Florida, not doubting but 
that he w·as near it. In consequence of this, 
by dint of oars and sails, they worked the 
vessel, and the next morning found them
selves near a coast, which, from the form 
of the buildings, and the colours of the 
vessels that were in the pert, the Count 
judged to belong to the English. I-low 
great was the joy of our voyagers? The 

ves..:el 
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vessel n1ade into the port, and they landed 

amidst a crowd of inhabitants, who put to 

them a thousand. questions, which the sin .. 

gularity of their dress and the peculiar 

form of their vessel naturally excited : they 

soon, in their turn, learnt that they were 

in the Island of Providence, one of the 

Bahama Isles; that it belonged to the Eng

lish; that Sir James Corpley was the Goyer

nor, and that they might expect from his 

humanity all the succour they could desire. 

This was joyful information ; the islan

ders readily conducted them into the pre

sence of the Governor ; but what was the 

astonishment, the joy of Eleanor and An1. 

brose, when, upon entering the apartment, 

they beheld their lost, their lamented 

friend, Colonel Carlton ! In an instant 

they were in his arms. My children-1ny 

father-my protector, were alternately re

peated. 

At length becoming more calm, To 

what 



\,, hat unf 01 escen event, my children, said 
the Colonel, do we owe this unexpected, 
this unhoped for happiness ? 

0 ! my dear father, said Ambrose, if 
the Almighty had not sent us this good 
r, iend ( pointing to Count d'Oresty) who
Lds risked his life for our sakes, we should 
nevt:r have been blessed with bcholdil]g 
vou : he has,--
" 

At this moment Peter, informed of what 
was passing, rushed precipitately into the 
apartinent, and overcome by the excess of 
his joy, sunk., half fainting, at the feet of 
his young friends. Ambrose and Eleanor 
·were rejoiced at the sight of the good old 
man, and ,vcre not a little affected at see
ing tears ( though of joy) roll down his fur
rowed cheeks. They supported him in 
their arms, and endeavoured to calm his 
agitated spirits by a thousand tender ex
pressions, which the gratitude and affec
tion of their-hearts dictated. 

Sir 

Ill 



A:'.IBROSE AND ELE.\N OR. 189 

-Sir James Corpley ,the Governor, seemed 

sincerely to participate in their happiness, 

and invited the Count d'Oresty and his 

young friends to remain his guests during 

their residence in the island. The Co

lonel expressed his acknowledgments to 
the Count d'Oresty (whom he recol

lected formerly to have seen in Eng

land) for the attention he had shown to his 

young pupils, and they all sat down to an 

eleg<tnt repast, during which they had 

leisure to con,·ersc and recover from their 

fatigues. \Vhat a happiness to be thus re

united after the da.igers they had encoun

tered ! They could not eat, they looked 

at, questioned each other, and made such 

a confusion of their adventures, that tbe 

Governor requested they would recount 

them in the order they had occurred, assur

ing them that he was already much in

terested in their fate, and wished only to 

know in what he could be serviceable to 

then1. The request was no sooner made 
than complied with; the Colonel began 

first 
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first, and related the circumstance of his 
shipwreck, and all that had happened du 
ring his residence in the uninhabited island; 
but as the reader is already acquainted with 
these particulars, we will take up his nar
ration only at the moment in which Am
brose and Eleanor left him to visit, for 
the last time, the tomb of their friend 
Derley. The children, said the Colonel, 
had scarcely left me, ·when Peter, who 
was e1nployed in stowing the provision in 

· our little bark, suddenly cried out, aves
sel, Sir! a yessel ! 

l\. vessel, I replied, do you say ? 

Yes, Sir, said he, it approaches, it 
makes rapidly for land. 

I imme~iatel y turned my eyes toward 
the . sea, and saw a ship making to land 
full sail. I cannot exactly describe rny 
sensations at the sight of an object so un
expected : my heart seemed oppressed at 

the 
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the 1no1nent I was transported with joy ; 

and, as if I foresaw the consequences, this 
event so long and ardent! y wished for dis
quieted and even alarmed me. Friends 
or enemies, said I to Peter, let us meet 

them. Accordingly we walked to that 

part of the shore, to which we saw the ves-
sel making. In proportion as it approach .. 
ed my fears diminished, and the Spanish 
colours which were hoisted entirely remov .. ' 

.ed them: I thought we might expect every 
necessary succour from a civilized nation 
of Europe, probably in alliance with ours. 
The Spaniards soon came upon deck, and 
shortly after descended from the vessel 
headed by their captain. Is this island 
inhabited? said the Chief, in a surly tone 
.of voice. 

No, I replied, this is the first vessel we 

have seen touch here. 
,, ' 

.And who are you? said he, what.--

He 
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He was continuing, when one of his 

own people, animated by a motive to 
which I was then a stranger, fired a pistol 

which grazed his shoulder. Ah, traitor ! 
said the Chief drawing another, is it thus? 

-Die, villain !-Saying which, he fired 
upon the assassin, who escaped by turning 

aside his head, and was preparing to draw 

another pistol ( for they had each two at 
their girdle), when I, thoughtless of the 
consequences, imprudently snatched ai;i 

iron crow from one of the rnen, and felled 
the assassin to the ground; I was immedi

ately seized, while a ball from another of 
the conspirators dispatched the unfortunate 

Chief. 

l-Iere Ambrose interrupted the Colonel, 
by exclaiming, I was sure he did not kill 

him--

0 

n 
I 
•I 

b 

fo 

co 

What do you say, my child? ~aid the t~e 

Colon.el. . . . , , · ~ J ri1t 

Oh, nothing, said, Ambrose: Go on, 

father, we will explain this aftexward~ 
The 
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The confusion, said the Colonel, re
suming his narrative, immediately became 
general; myself and Peter, who had at
tempted to defend me, lvere conveyed on 
board the vessel : in vain we called on you, 
my children, and entreated the pirates at 
least to join yours to our unfortunate des
tiny; solely occupied with the desperate 
act they had just committed, they em
barked precipitately without paying any 
regard to our prayers, inhumanly put us 
in irons, and confined us with a dozen un-
c 1·1 1 1ortunate ,-.·on1cn pnsoner' 1Ke ourse1ves. 
i need not describe the horror of our situa
tion, separated from you, my children, 
and slaves without k nowing our masters. 
T0ward the 1niddle of the nigbt son1e 
coarse food was thrown into our dungeon, 
and in the morning six sailors, handcuff eel, 
were added to our miserable society: from 
these we learnt the·n1otives that had given 
rise to the horrid scene transacted on the 
island, and also the cause of their own de
tention. The prisoners confined with us 
belonged a few days before to a French 

K n1crchantman, 



merchantn1an, which had been attacked 

and taken by the pirates. George Blake, 

the late Commander, being dissatisfied 

,vith the little courage shown by his c01n ... 

rades in the action, reproached them se 4' 

verely, and formally signified to them, that 

they should not have any share of the 

booty: this highly incensed them, and 

one of the number, named Burney, formed 

a conspiracy with the others to assassinate 

their chief on the first favourable opportu

nity 'that should offer: to go to St. Do~ 

mingo or Cuba, sell their booty, and re

turn to England, there to li\'e quietly on 

their ill-gotten ·wealth. The piot was 

ripe for CAecution when Blake, struck with 

the unexpected sigh~. cf our island, either 

from curiosity or he hope of bootY., 

landed upon it. The rest explained it~ 

self, the unfortunate Chief was assassinated, 

and we made prisoners: but, said I to the 

sailor who gave us this information, how 

is it that you are handcuffed and confined ? 

Are you not their friends ? No, said the 
sailor> 
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sailor, we refused to join in the conspirac:y 
against our Chief, who was a genc1 ous, 
bra1:e 1nan, undeserving the fate he n1ct 
,vith; they are afraid lest we, in our turn, 
should form a conspiracy against them, 
and it is on this account they confine. 
us. And to what port, said I; are we now 
going? It is of little importance to us, 
said. the s-.ilor, for a council has this day 
been held, in which it was probably 
agreed to massacre us al]:- Barbarians! 
·we exclaimed with one accord. It is their 
custom, said the sailor; the French 1ner
chantman which they .took yesterday was 
sunk, with .all the men it contained, after 
they had pillaged the cargo} and taken 
out these unhappy wo1nen, whom they 
will now probably s~lcrifice, as they do not 
·return to th~ colony to which their vessel 
'\\ as bound. 

Th women upon this horrid recitd 
'b1oke iuto violent lamentations: a.3 fr)r 
,~111~~ • patiently waited for death, whid .. 
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no longer appeared univelcome, after I had 

lost all that could render life desirable. 

The vessel continued its course till to

ward the middle of the next day, when it 

was on a sudden Yiolentl y agitated, and 

we judged from the noise of cannon which 

assailed us on every side, that the pirates 

were engaged with another vessel, lvhich, 

by the size of the balls that struck us, some 

of our companions judged to be of supe

rior force. I need not describe our 

anxiety during the engagement, which b~tcd 

about two hours; hope and fear altcr

natel y possessed us; at length our trap 

()pened, and a strange voice exclaimed, 

You are free ! immediately our irons we1-e 

taken off, and we ,,,ere put on board 

another vessel, which proved to be En

glish. The pirates had attempted to give 

chase to the English, ·who had made use of 

their superiority to attack them; they had 

fought, it was said, desperately, and did 

not strike to the English till the greater 
part 

of 
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part of their men were killed, \Ve learnt 
f.irtLer, that the Captain was charged ·with 
dispatches from the English Governn1cnt 
to its American possessions, and that he 
would first touch at the Isle of ProYidence, 
to the GoYernor of which he had letters of 
recall. Thu::i from slavery and death were 
we unexpectedly restored to life and free
do1n: I made 1nyself known and commu .. 
nic:itecl my story to the Cdptain, who, epon 
our arrival at the Isle of Providence, pre
sented 1ne to Sir J an1es Corplcy, the Go .. 
vernor, with · whom I had been formeriy 
intimate in England: his reception was 
such as might be expected from the most 
generous of men ; he ,vas i11tcrcstecl in my 
misfortunes, and since that tin;.e has de 
tained inc his distinguished guest : but an 
important cxpe.dition is now in agitation; 
six of the Verradian prisoners, intimidated 
by the threats, and allured by the promises 
of the Governor, have ccnfcs.sed the situa
tion of the island they inhabi t-..:d, and in a 

few days four hund1cd 1ncn, of wl11ch Sir 

KB T arnes 



J amcs has given n1e the command, will 
en1bark to extirpate this horde of robbers, 
and take possession of the island 1n the 
name of the Engli~h .l\Ionarch : but do 
.1ot think, my children, said the Colonel 
to .. Ambrose and Eleanor, thr1t I was un .. 
n1indful of your situation ; I had }'Jermis. 
sion fron1 my friend to touch at our island, 
little suspecting that you had ventured to 
ab,mdon it. 

The Colonel thus terminated his recital, 
an<l received the thanks or all present. An1-
brosc then recounted all that had happened 
since his scu:1rc::. tiQ11 from the Colonel; and J. 

h~s recital was continued by the Count 
d'Oresty, ·whose courage and exertions in 
beh2.lf of the amiable orphans 1,verc univcr
sall y applauded. The Colonel ag:1in 
thanked him in the warmest terms, and a 
friend~hip fro1n that m01ncnt took place 
between them, ,vhich continued to the 
c11cl of their lives. The generous Gover~ 
nor congratulated his guests in the 1no-;t 

oli.:c 
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polite and fricm:lly terms upon their re

union, appointed by Providence to take 

place,in his island, 'Which on this occasion, 

he observed: justihcd its na1ne. 

The happiness of Eleanor and Ambrose 

would have been complete, had it not been 

embittered by the thought of a second se

paration fron1 their friend on account of 

the expedition against St. Verrado; Am-

. brose carN.estly entreated to be permitted 

to accon1pany him, but the tears of his 

sister, and the commands of the Colonel, 

to which he had been accustomed impli

citly to submit, at length prt:vailed, and 

he relinquished his request. The Count 

d'Orcsty, notwithstanding his age, n1ade 

one in the expedition, justly comsidering 

that his knowledge of the island might for

lvard the success of the undertaking. Elea◄ 

nor and Ambrose accompanied their friends 

to the port, and with their eyes followed 

the li"tle fleet, ( consisting of three ~hips) 

till they cou1d 110 lon~rcr distin(Yuish it : 
0 0 

K 4 they 
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they then returned with heavy hearts to tht: 
Governor, who used all his arguments to 
mitigate their fears for the safety of their 
friend~, and to inspire them with the hope 
of their safe and speedy return. 

It seemed as if Jleaven favoured the ex
pedition against St. Verrado; the we~ther 
continued favourable, and at the end of three 
days, about midnight, the little fleet ar
rived at the island; the whole colony was 
buried in sleep, except the guards, who 
watched before the palisades to prevent 
any one's mounting the bank and entering 
the vessels. 

The six Verradians, who, by the pro .. 
mis€ of 1ibe1ty and a high reward, had been 
prevailed upon to enter into the plot, 
were dispatched in the long boat, and hav
ing entered the port, made themselves 
known to the centinels, w horn they amused 
with a false recital of their adventures, 
while the Colonel and his men favoured by 

the 

. • 
" 

r· 
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tI1e darkness of the night scaled the pali~ 

sades, fell upon the guards and cut them 

to pieces before they had time to sound 

the alarm, or to defend thcn1~el ves. One 

of them, hm-v{wer, escaping, ran to the city, 

rang the al arn1 and rou::ied the inh::tbitants, 

whC? scarcely ~nvake knew not what they 

rnc:int, nor what enemies they haJ to en

counter. The English, dispersed in the 

.streets, attacked the V crradians as they 

came uut of their hou~f-'s, and lighted 

branJs ~0011 set fire to the four corners of 

the city. Don Lc:icar a.:;toni~hcd, thun

der~truck at this sndden attack, at ]ength 

a~-cml)leJ aLont two hu::-1drcd men, and 

~1.::h·;inced ia o{·<ltr for batLlc: the s1au,,h .. 
0 

tt~r ~uon became horrible; 011 011c side, the 

.English, armed with swonls ancl bayonets, 

uu the other, the Yerraclians vigorously 

dtJcncling themselves wiLh enormous clubs 

of bamboo·:f, presented a :.-icLnC of the 

utmo. t 

.. :. The b:1n1be:) here 1,pokcn of is llOt th;it of the East

In.Jics, which WI.! set: fr,_.nuently co1wer~c.:.l into •:1,dkincr 
·1 • n 

:. 5 C.JILS. 
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utn1ost horrour and confusion. In tbe 
n1ean time, the besieged, little formed for 

co1nbat, enervated by luxury and pleasure, 
first _g-ave nround · and to render their de-,._., b ,. 

feat complete, a hundred men, who were 

left for th~t purpose in the ships, bqm.

barded the city and razed the citadel, the 
construction of which was not very. solid· • 

. In this expedition the English lo-st twenty 
n1en, and the V crradians nearly three· 

hundred men and women; for the women, 

faying aside the timidity of their sex, armed 

with b:-.mboos and Sl<!kes, rushed into the 
n1idst of the battle, and fell fighting at the 

sides of their husbands. In the midst of 

the carnage fell the proud Don Lescar by 
the hand of the Count d'Oresty: the rest 

of the inhahitants having demanded qua1:-

~:mes. This pfant is peculiar to the American lsfcs 
( though not very common), and rises to the height of 
thirty or forty fret, of a size propoi tionate; its trunk is 
divide,l, ~!t eqll'.ll <listances, into jo· nts, containin,; 
tweln. 0r fifteen ! =nts o:· liquor ea;:h; its leaf vi: ·y muc'.i 
:cfcmbles that or the c 'dt:r. 

tcr, 

.. 
0 ,. 
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ter, the English Chiefa caused the slaughter 

to cease, and stopped the progress of the 

fire. Day at length returned to discover 

the disasters of the night, and th~ Colonel 

satisfied with his expedition thought of rc

imbarking with his prisoners: but what 

was his consternation! not a ~ingle vessel, 

not a single boat, was to be seen in the ba

~1n. The men who were left ,vi th the lit

tle• fleet hacl dispersed themselyes o\·cr the 

city to a-ssist their people, and the trea-. 
cherous V crrJ<lidns had seized this un-

guarded moment to set fire to the ships: as 

·well to their own as to those of the En 6-

Jish. Both Colonel Carlton and the 

Count cl' 0 re sty had heard the explosion 

f caused by the blowing up of the rnc1gazincs 

of powder; they had distinguished the 

heavens· red· ,.-ith the reflection of the 

flames; bnt in the heat of combat, in ·the 

~onfu-.,ion that universally rei ,rncd. thev 0 ., ., 

had attributed' all to • the confLtgration ,' f 

the city which 1narlc a rapid progress. An 

event so u11e:-~pcctcd Ji2 not a- little crn-

x 6 ba~:rass 
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barrass and mortify the Colonel ; he saw 

, himself deprived of means to return to the 

Isle of Providence, where he had left his 

bclo\'ed pupils, and whence he hoped 

:shortly to cinbark for England : nor was 

this all, he was wholly destitute of shelter, 

or any thing necessary to feed and lodge 

nearly four hundred of his own men and 

uJ_=>wards of three hundred prisoners. He 
was· constrained, however, to accommo

date himself to these difficulties, and as the 

only part that rem~ined for him to take, 

ordered the houses that were saved from 

the flames to be searched for sail cloth, ca

bles, and tools necessary to construct a 

vessel. These were happily found, and the 

carpenters immediately set to work. They 

laboured ,,,ithout intermission day and 

night, and at the end of six 'l-\·eeks launched 

two litt]e barks, uffworthy the name of 

ships, sufficient to contain the Colonel and 

about two hundred of his 111en, with ,-vhom 

he resolved to embark, leaving the residue 

to gnar<l the Verradian pnsoncrs, He took 

with 
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with him also twenty-five unfortunate wo .. 

men, who had long groaned in the prisons 

of St. Verrado. But before we take leave 

of this island, we must acquaint the reader 

with an interesting event, that occurred 

during the Colonel's continuance in it. 

One day having visited different parts of 

the city that had escaped the ravages of 

the flames, a Verradian who was with him 

pointed to the house of their old com-

1nander, Blake, as the largest and best 

built in all the colony excepting the Go

ycrnor's. Curiosity induced the Colonel 

to enter it; he ascended into an upper 

cha1nbcr, and observing a small cabinet 

forced it open to exarnine the contents. 

These were a few iewcls an<l several par-
_, ' 

eds of letters ~nd papers, which he pe-

rused \vith little attention, till the fullow-

iug attracted his notice : 

" \Vhy , my dear Eleanor, 111ust ·I de

•' ceive the b est of fathers ! \'/ by is he 

' bLndt:d by an1bition ? Are not virtues 
, : titles 



H titles of nobility, and the qualities of 
" the heart inestimable treasures ? Oh ! 
" my wife, my children, why must I1 

" not own you ? \Vhy must you not find 
" shelter in the arms of my venerable, my 
" much respected father ! but it cannot be. 
'' Make every thing ready for your depar;. 
·" ture; I confide you to safe hands; Der
,. ley acco1npanies yon: and my heart is 

·" easy : kiss my Eleanor and Ambrose a 
" tbousand times for me : how young t!1cy 
" are to encounter the fatigues of so long a 
" ,·oyage ! but J leaven a11d the tender cares 
" of a mother will protect them. I .i:luH 
'' find vou all at Charles-Town. ✓ 

" embark without uneasines,', ,,s.stnLd that 
" nothing but death shall pre\'C,1t ar. affcc
" ti on ate husband from soon joining you·.'' 

The Colonel did not, the reac!cr wiH 
conclL1de, unrno,·ed peruse a letter: 1\·}~ich, 
upon a comparison, evident! y appe;:. 1 ed. to 
be ·written by the same hand as tl1, t fo1u1d 
npon Derley; the date was m.:arly the 
same, but it had no signature. 1-Ie now 

scJtchcd 
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searched every part of the cabinet with the 

1ninutest attention, and at last drew fro1n 

a private drawer a picture of the most in

teresting nature: it represented a beautiful 

young ,voman holding two children -; 

It 1s Eleanor! It is Ambrose! The 

Colonel called to mind their features at 

the ti1ne he first entered the uninhc1bited 

isl:tncl, ~nd tr3.ced the resemblance undi

minished by the years that had then elaps

ed. Eleanor was the exact resemblance 

of her mother; An1brose, 1nore masculine, 

was building a hou:·e of cards upon which 

was v,,ritten, tclle est la vie. vVhat an in

tcrcsti1~g discovery ! The features of the 

,voman ( though 1resh and livcl y) upon a 

comparison evidently re~err1bled those <le

lincated in the gold box of Derley ; but 

still it threw no E6ht upon the birth of his 

pu pi! s. As he viewed the interestmg LJi

niature a thousand different ideas ru-,hed 

npon his mind: by ·what n1eans did these 

precious depo~it~ L..11 into the hands uf the 

pirate? Co~;ild it 1e pos::.ibk that L.is anu-
abb 
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able pupils were the offspring of a ·wretch 
so depraved ? or had he plundered and 
destro_,;ed their unfortunate parents? His 
p1i11d floated between the~e t,vo ideas, 
when a letter written in a woman's hand 
presented itself and threw some light upon 
the matter: it was as follo·ws. 

" At length, barbarian, I break the 
1
< bonds in \Vhich you ha1:c for six month.s 

" held me, and return to my country; but 
" ~las! I return desolate auc.l wretched, ' 
" rlcpri,·ed by thy merciless hand of all 
" th;:,t cop}J render -life de~i1ablc. Detest. 
" ed \vrdch ! where are my poor chil
,. drcn? my Eleanor, my Ambrose? .Tn 
" ivhat corner of the earth hast thou con.
,: cea1ed them? Derley the fricucl, the 
" confident of my husband, the only 0up 
" po-rt of an unfort:1n:1.te wom::m, 1s no 
"tnore .......... Ah ! without doubt, rny 
" children ~leep with him in the ni6 ht of 
" the tomb. 0 insupportable refl~ction ! 
'' I can no 1norc; the n10n1ent is f, ,·our-• 

'' b' " ~ ~J 

B 



AMBROSE AND ELEANOR. 209 

·• able, and I depart: but tren1blt, villain, 
4

; the vcn6cance of a just God will pursue 

" thee, and deliver the earth fro1n a 111onster 

" ,.,.. ho contaminates it." 

This letter evidently had a correspon

dt;nce with the former ; the names were 

th(! same, and upon a calculation the 

Colonel found the time nearly approached 

the pc rio•l in ,vhich his pupils were left 

u;)on the i:iL1nd: he no longer doubted, 

thou6h ignorant by what means, that their 

n1isfo1 tt~1~es origi n{ltcd fr01n this villain, to 

whom it ,1pp~ar1..-d by the superscription 

the ldter w,:s addressed. \Vith the view 

of m:!ki11t1· farl her discoveries, he inquired 

very pdrticularly among the Verradians 

concerning their naval Chief, hoping thence 

to draw some conclusions, but he was dis

appointed; all he could learn W3.S, that 

Blake was the C~. ptain of an English ves-;el> 

that upon some misdemeanor he had been 

outla,ved; that having rendered services 

to Don Lescar, and at last assisted him in 
n1akin,T a 
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n1aking his escape, the closest intimacy 
had existed bet\vecn them, and that he 
..,.:as considered as the most daring and en
terprising of all the pirates. ?\tot being 
~tblc to brrain anv fart.her information. the ., , 

Colonel sccu red the letters anrl picture, 
and embarked for the Isle of Providence. 
After five days sail they arrived there, and 
v-;ere recei·1:ed with universal J;ov bv the 

,I -

Governor anq the whole island; but e~pc-
cially by Eleanor and 4\mbrose, who, alarm
ed at an absence so n1uch longer than was 
_expected, began to fear that both the Co
lonel and the Count d'Orestr had fallen 
victims to the fury of Don Lescar; but 
their friends were returned, and all sorrow 
was banished. 

The arrival of the Colonel with his suite,. 
and the nenrs of the \·ictory) ,\·a. celebra
ted v:ith unfrersal demonstration ~ of joy; 
tDe brave soldiers who fought under hirn 
·were generously recompensed, as ·well as. 
the six Verradians who had been instru-

mental 
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n1ental to the victory. The three hundred 

prisoners taken at St. Ven~ado were sent 

to the Governor of the Spanish island cf 
St. Domingo, as also. a particular account 

of the expedition. 

Sir James Corpley, who was fond of 

splendid enterta1n1nents, gave one at which 

the soldiers who were sent on the expe

dition to St. Verrado, and the unfor

tunate persons released fr01n its prisons 

were present; nor could a sight more 

interesting be concei~:ed, than this social 

union of the heroes and the unfortunate 

persons ddii·cred by their valour. 

The rea<ler will recollect, that the vessel 
which ddiverecl Colonel Carlton fron1 the 

hands of the pirates bore letters of recall to 

the Governor of the Isle of Providence. 

A.s soon, therefore, as he hJ.d settled the 

affairs of the island, as appointed by Govern

n1ent, he cmoarked for the British Isles, 

accompanied by Colonel Carlton, the 

Count 
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Count d'Orcsty, Eleanor and Ambrose, 

and the faithful Peter, \\. i th respect to 

the prisoners 1 cleasc<l from the du11gcons of 

St. Verrado, some of thcrn settled in the 

Island cf Providence, and the rest returned 

to their different countries. 

"\\.hat now could exceed the happiness 

of Eleanor and .Ambrose: returning to their 

countrv under the conduct of their dear 
,I 

r;rotectur and the Count d'Oresty ! The 

·weather wac favourable; the vessel arrived 

happily in port, and ou1 voyagers, being 

furnished with clothes and every thing ne

cessary to make their appearance as natives 

of England, set out post for the metropo

lis. It is not easy to form a just idea of 

the sensations of Colonel Carlton, upon his 

arrival in a country which he had not seen 

for more than t\-velve years, and which 

contained treasures, to him of inestimable 

value. The different revolutions that 
might have occurred in so long a space of 

time naturally presented~ then1selves to his 

' n1ind, 

, 
t 
,I 

( 

,. 
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mind, and alternately agitated hin1 with 

hope and fear : he had left a wife and child 

whon1 he tenderly loved-but death might 

long since have consigned them. to the 

grave; or a second marriage, upon the 

supposition of his death, might have e1n

bjttered the remainder of his days. .11s 

he drew near London his fears increased, 

and while every. one was ciate with ~;oy and 

gladness, he was melancholy and dejected. 

Upon his arrival, he went immediately to 

the house of a relation, where he W..l: in

formed, that since his supposed death vfrs. 

Carlton had retired to a villa a few miles 

from the metropolis, where with :~er son 

she lived ,vholly secluded from the great 

world. I-low gratcf al was this to th-e r..t:art 

of the Colonel ! Accompanied by his two 

pupils and the Count d'Oresty, he imme

diately set out for the village, and towards 

evening arrived at an inn about a n1ile 

from the house where Mrs. Carlton resi

ded. Here he alighted and remained with 

Ambrose and. Eleanor, while the Count 

d'Oresty 
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d'Oresty took upon himself the necessary 
office of preparing i\Irs. Carlton for his 
reception. I-ie introduced himself to her 
as a friend of the Colonel's, and 1nenti
oned at a di/)tance a report of a few having 
been preserved from the wreck; then ha\·
ing inspired her with hope, he ventured 
to tell her that letters had been recei,·ed 

from some of the crew; but '"' hen he an .. 
nounced the certainty of her husband's 
safety, and at last that he was actually in 
England, notwithstanding the caution with 

:which it had been revealed, her surprise 
and joy were so great, that the Count did 
not think it prudent to acquaint her he was 
so near, but contented himself, as the day 
,vas far ad~_?nced, v.rith promising her au 
interview the next monung. The descrip
tion he gave the Colonel, on his return to 
the inn, of his L1dy~s emotions on the un
expected news of his arrival, afforded him 
heartfelt pleasure. 

Thp next mor~ing early the whole group 
were 

r 
I., 

fi 



,\·ere asscn1bled at the mansion of 1Irs. 
-Carlton, who was already up, and with 
her son, a promising youth of sixteen, in1 .. 
patiently awaiting the arrival of her hus-- , 
band. The meeting was too affecting to 
adn1it of description : the Colonel alter
nate! y pressed to his bosom his wife and 
son, and in the excess of hGLppiness he en .. 
joyed, forgot the years of anguish that 
_ \Vere passeJ, or remen1bered them only to 
heighten his present joy. The first trans
ports of meeting being over, the Colonel 
presented Eleanor and A1nbrose to his 
lady, telling her with a smile that they 

. ,vere his adopted children, and that he 
hoped and trusted she would not find the1n 
undeserving her protection. The esteem 
of the Colonel was a sufficient recommen
dation to 11rs. Carlton; though unac
quainted with their story, she cordially 
embraced, and presented them to her son 
Charles, who assured his father he should 
fr01n that 1noment consider them as his 
brother and sister. In her turn, Nirs. 

Carlton 
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C<1r!~'"'n introduced to the Colonel, by the 

nan1e of !viillar, a worthy clergyman who 
11ad undert, ... b::n the care of their son's 

e..11-1ca. .. 1Gn, as also a gentlewoman about 

the a,~e of thirty-five, as the cmnpanion of 
her widowed hours. }lad it not been for 

n::y worthy friend, said she, I -must have 

sunk under the weight of 1ny affliction; 

but her example taught me fortitude and 

resignation; I looked for consolation to re

ligion, and to a happy eternity for the fe

licity I despaired of tasting here. 

The joy of Eleanor and Ambrose, on 
seeing their generous protector thus h:ippily 
reunited to his family, was such as might 

be expected fro1n the susceptibility of their 

hearts: their eyes were alternately fixed 

upon the Colonel, Mrs. Carlton, and 

Charles, never wearied with contemplating 

the happiness that was expressed in the 

countenance of each. The Count d'Oresty 

and all present shared in the general joy; 

and it was not~ perhaps, pos5ible to find a 

happier 

b. 

L 

I, 
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1uppier group than that assen1bled at the 
breakfast table of .i\Irs. Carlton. The 
adventures of the Colonel,. at length, 
became the foprc of conversation, and at 
the request of his lady and friends, he re
counted the principal events that had oc ... 
curred since he left England ; he men
tioned his shipwreck on the uninhabited 
island, his discovery of Eleanor and Am
brose, and did not forget the many little 
incidents that occurred to illustrate the 
goodness and simplicity of their hearts. 
This part of his narrative seemed to 1nake 
a singular impressior.. on the lady, lvhom 
lvir.s. Carlton hacl introduced as her corn
panio~ and friend during the absence of 
ber husband ; she lost not a word, ancl 
n1ore than once her eyes were observed to 
be din1 with tears; but when the na1nc oi-" 
Dcrley was n1entioncd, her countcnan:c 
underwent a total alteration; she gre,-. 
pale, and casting her eyes round with a 
wildness that alarmed every one present, 
requested to see the letter and box found 
i1 pon hirn. The Colonel produced them.; 

I, 
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and the stranger immediately exclaimed, 

tI v children! and fell back sen.,clcss in 

h~;- chair. All arose in haslc to giYc the 

a s·· istance ; she rc\'ived 
' 

and 

Eleanor and An:brosc , no longer doubt

in(r that thc
1
~· had found their mother. threw 

0 . 

tlwmsel,·es on their knees before her: Y cs, 

said .she: bending on them an eye of ten

der scrutiny, it i:- 1ny Eleanor-my Am

brose too! the li;•ing image of his lamented 

father; my heart, from the firc;t moment I 

bchelJ him, pointed out the re:cmblancc; 

but could I Lhink !-and here . he stopped, 

o,·ercomc ·with sensations too great for 

worc.1.s to ex press. Arn brose and Eleanor, 

while alternately embraced by their mo

ther, mingled tears of gratitude and affec

tion with those she ~hell o,·er them. The 

striking rcsembbnce(allowing for the diffe

rence of year:-) bct,,·een Eleanor and her 

mother ·was now uniYersall r obsen,cd, and 

e\'erv one wonderc<l it had. not before 
.I 

struck him; y et. ?,n en:-nt ~· o far cxccccLng 

th~ b c,und" of human probabil · ty C(1nl<l 

scarcc1 y ubt;)in rrcJit from any, excepting 
I\lrs. 

d 
I 
ll 

B 
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1Irs. Carlton, who, bei11g acquainted with 
the story of her friend, entertained no 
d:)L1bt that Providence had reunited her to 
her children. To remove every doubt, the 
Colonel produced the letters and picture 
he had found in the house of Captain 
Blake; these were immediately known by 
tv1rs. Carlton's friend, who, Lc ing snfEci
ent!y reco,·ered; S,ltisfied the company by 
rd a tin .,b the particulars of her hi~torv, II er <. ~ 

✓ 

words WCP' as follows: 

<: I an-:. the c.Lrnghtcr of an officer; my 
father was dc"ccndcd fron1 an ancieut fae 
n1i1y: but inherited only a .mall patri 
n1011r; he h~id served ill~Ulj' camp~ligns, 
but sPon aftc.r the death of my mother 1 e
tirc<l f1om tLc army in di:;gu,t upon a :mull 
c1nnu1ty; thi-;, from the cmb,nT,1ssmcnts 
of the person in whose hands it was placed, 
after a f cw years ceased, and my fathc1, at 
an advanced age, found him sci r rcdncccl to 
;1 poyerty hi.:i high :spirit '"·as ill formed tn 
brook, 

L2 "Our 
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" Our support depended chiefly upon a 

young 111an, an orphan, ·whom my father 

in happier days had brought up and placed 

with a je·weller: forgive the tear I shed to 

his memory ; to me his affection was that 

of the kindest brother; to my father of 

the most duteous and affectionate son. 

Derley shared with us the pittance he ob

tained by industry, v,:hich, joined to the 

little I gained frorn my needle, preserved 

us from the extremities of ·want : bn t 

o-reater distress soon followed· Derlcy fro1n 
b , ' 

J v:iriety of incidents too tedious to relate, 

and some debts he had contracted on our 

account, was thrown into p1_-ison, and my 
father, who was reduced by a long illness, 

grew so n1uch ·worse, that his life was des

paired of. Overwhelmed Ly this accumu

fa tcd distress, I was one evening returning 

with some ·work fron1 a shop that cmploy

~d 111c, \vben, in passing through a retired 

street I could not forbear giving vent to 

1ny tears, which in the presence of my fa
the1:,I felt myself obliged to suppress; but 

l cannot describe to you how much I was 
humbled 

'I 

IJ. 

co 
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hnmblcd and conrused, upon obser\'ing 
that rny (rricf had clra wn upon 1nc the no-., b 

tice of a young man, who, as I afrenvard 
found, had for some time followed 111~. 

1--Ie addressed me in the most respecful 
terms, an.cl inquired into the cause of my 
g1ief, adding, ,: Do not suppose that any 
other n1otive than concern for the unfor
tunate prompts my curiosity; perhaps 
I 1nay alleviate your distress." I replied, 
that n1y grief was not of a nature for him 
to :.illeviate, an<l that the only favour he 
could do me ·was to suffer me to pass un
noticed. Saying this, I quickened my 
pace; but the stranger still following urged 
me, though in tenns of great delicacy, to 
accept his friendship, at the same time 
offering me his purse. Great as our dis
tress was, I was not yet sufficient! y hum
bled to accept of pecuniary relief fron1 a 
stranger; nor indeed would prudence have 
permitted it : I returned the thanks due to 
his generosity, but refused to accept any 
thind, and being arriYed at our own door 

L 3 ·wish~d 
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wished him a good nighr. U po11 entering, 

I found that an alarming change had taken 

place in my dear father, 1,,vho survived only 

till the next evening. You who have 

hearts alive to the feelings of lmmanity can 

better ima6 i11e than I can describe rny situ

<ttion: deprived of a father w horn I re

gn.:tted; not on1y as the parent wl:o had 

given me birth; but as the friend who lud 

guided n1y youth; Dedcy_ 1r.y 01~ly re

rnai ni :'}g friend, absent, Luiguishin g 1n a 

prison, unab!e either to console or advi~c 

1ne ! I vvas o·:envhchned with the ·weight 

of these a ff1iction.-;, when the u ncx_pectcd 

cntr~rncc of Derlcy for a moment suspended 

n1y grief; my heart gathc.::rcJ ~tren~tli from 

the presence of rnv best fricncL a~1d 1 aro~e ., , 

to communicc1tc: in terms of as rnnch gen-

tleness as n1y OL'll grief wm.11d p_crrni~, the 

loss we had niutually sustLlinc<l. Derley 

was shocked and affected to tears; for some 

moments he ga.-ve vent to the emoti9ns of 

his gratcfui heart, and then turning to me, 

cnclca,·oured to give me the con~oL1tio11 he 

himself \\·aate<l : dt icngth we bcec1me niore 
I cairn, 

0 



Cllln1: and I inquired by what unexpected 

111cans he had obtained his release? He re

plied that a generous ~trangcr, of whose 

name and qnalitv he wa~ iQ1!orant, had L,· 
.L ,I V .r 

some mc1ns n ained in tell i •rencc of his rni3-
-::> 0 

fortunt"s, paiJ the debt= and enclosed for 

him a bank note of ten pou:1ds. '1 Le idea 

of the stranger who had accosted me the 

preceding evening immedi,ttely rushed 

upon rn.y mind ; I comn unicated to Dcr

ley ,\·hat had passed between us, and he 

agreed ,,·ith me th,1.t it n"!ig ht be the same, 

though ·we were at a loss to concei\·c Low · 

he had gaiw::d the knor, LJc,e uf our situ

ation. 

" Having performed the last njebncho1y 

dutit:s to n1y dear father's remains, I began 

to think of louki11g out for a situation in 

'"·hich I wigl!L provide for my O\\'n sub

sistence, sensible thJ.t I could not long 

·with propriety remain under the protecti-Jn 

of Derley. About a week after the funeral 

of rnr fotl1cr the gcn('rous stran,:;er intro

d:.tce<l hims 0 l[ to Derlcv ~s a fr~cnd wi1EnQ 
, u 

1. 4 to 
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to render him anv farther services his .,itua. 

tion might require: I ,vas prcser:it, and kno-,,v

fri Q him to be the same who had accosted 
u 

me, could not do Jess than express myself 

>~liged by his civilities. l 1 pcn inquiring, 

y;e learned thac he bad obtained a know

kdge of our situc1tion fron1 the ·woman in 

whose house v:e lodged. Fro1n this time 

he calJed often, and his visits at last be

came so frequent, that Derley, the ,,·atchful 

6u:1.rdian of my youth, was alarmed, and 

wo:.1ld 2.bsolutely have forbidden them, 

had not the stn,nger, foresefing his inten

t:on: professed hi0 vie·1;.rs to lie honourable. 

)'oung and inexperienced, I too readily 

listened tu his addresses: tlwu 6hL1ess of 

the obstacles that must oppose our union, 

fl)r we soon learnt that our benefactor was 

the only S0!1 of Count d'Orcsty, the am

bassador frorn France. 

The Colonel and his pupils at this rnoQ 
n1ent turned their eyes upon their venera

ble friend iYith surprise ,,nd inquiry; nor 

·was the Count him:itlf unmoved. The 

mother 

bu1 

Id 

co 

La 

hr, 

' ,, .. r 
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mother of Eleanor and A1nbrose stopped

but the Count looking significantly at the 

1est, and rnaking a sign that ~he should go 

on, she continued. " Thou6htless of the 

consequences, instead of restraining 1ny 

inclinations, and setting before M. d'Oresty 

the duties he O;ved his father, and the evils * 

that must attend his disobedience, I lis

tened to his addresses, and consented to a 

private 1narria6e; foolishly an1using myself 

with the hope, that he would find n1eans to 

reconcile his fatht.:r to the imprudent step 

he had taken. A house was hired in a re

tired p;ut of the town, and '"'·c lived toge

ther in mutual harmony; but happiness 

was far from. being our gu~st ; the idea of 

the tro>;.1blcs in which I ,vas sensible I must 

involve n1y husband, should his father, 

who I 110w understood inherited all the 

p1ide of high birth and designed him for 

another, prove inflexible, continu:illy 

~lanncd and made mL. wretched. Thc~c re

flection~, \\' hich I ought to ha,·e n1adc be

fore it h~d been too late, uncl~rminc-1 my 
' b J 1. J • 

peace, tt.ou.;,. t1.1e:; :uno trcpa1r my crrc rs . 
• 

I.. - A few 
J 
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A few months after ot-..r marria'TC. I ob• b , 

sern:d a g1oom on the co;..1ntenancc of my 
hu'.,band, and inquiring the cause, he told 

me that Lis father, haying learned that a. 

connexion existed bet,veen us, had declared 

that if it tcr~d~d to marriage he would ccr

tainl y disinherit him. This entirely frus

t ratcd his design of disc1o:-ing his n1arriage, 

which he no·w thought it ncc6sary more 

dosd y to concc2.l : our re:idt.>nce was 

changed, and soon after I brou~ht into 

the ,vorl<l twins: my E1eanor and Am

brose '\{ere born. ~.if ore than t hrce years 

dapscd, and all suq1i~ion of our union 

had died av\'t\}', when my hu:-ba11d one 
. 1 . , 1 ] ,, 1 . 1· 

evening returnee w1t:1 t 1e arcau,tL tic n~g~·, 

!hat his father h;1d orocrcd him to c;mbark 

in a few \vccks for France, to forward his 

:uuptials with the ch:Dbht~ · cif th~ French 

mini ·ter, for w horn he b:1c.l fro:;n l:iis infancy 

been desig-Hctl. I neeJ rwt tdl you th.e' 
v 

angui~h tl-:is con1n-11..1nica!ed to my hclr!;, 

11or was my poor d'Orc<..t:, less c1fiu.: tcd: I 

·wept, ~nd n~y husband, who v,,d1 knew tl~e 

inflexibility of hi: fi;.ti1(r; hrld :.ic~trrdy a 
"'Nt,rd 
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word of consolation to offer me. \Ve 

parted that evc:1ing without resolving upon. 

any thing, but the next he met n1e with 

the appearance at :i.east of 1nore serenity; 

he told n1e, that finding it i:npossib1e with

out the utter ruin of us all to disco..;cr his 

1narriage to his father, he could think of 

no way but to embark immediately for 

South-Carolina, and solicit the interference 

of <'-11 uncle who resided there, and who 

had c:reat influence with h:s father. The 
v 

tender age of my children 1nad~ me alive 

to all the periL and fatigues they 1nu.~t en

counter; I repre:,entcd these to ~vl. d O rcsty, 

and cndeaYoured to di!:-suadc hi1n fro1n 

the voyage, e:;pccially a.., I conceived the 

intcrft:rcnce of l1is uncle mio bt 1c eq uall v 
0 .... .I 

as well obt,1.ined by Jetter. But my poor 

d'O t csty thought o~hen\ ise ; he im;tgined 

that bis u11de c~:c:·v one 
·' 

with ti1c ey·~·~ be did) .1ncl thoubht th,: pre-
r 1 · r , 1· 1 ,, 

sencc <L ... 11s wi.e an-.t c .... 1:c. cc11 ,vmtta plcacl 

1norc powerfully th,rn \' -lurnc~. l1i" r:r~.t 

<li..sign was tu cmb:1.:k w:t~1 es, b11t tl1~ 

dt±Ecult,· l•e fo", 1 i•1 r.i, ., , , ,;,~,, t·i1 ,,, ·r 
" ... '-~4,1...... .. ... ., ... ,~o J .,J. ,:> ... •· ,.;.. 

1 6 ,,.;l;·o ·, .. 
Aw \ .... .... J. w .. 
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without creating suspicions which he ,vii.di .. 
ed to avoid, made hin1 relinquish the idea, 
and it was determined that I should em .. 
bark with the children and Derlcy, and 
aivait his arrival at Charles- Town. Find .. 
ing that his heart was set upon the voyage, 
I submitted, and in less than three weeks 
0et out under the conduct of D..:rley, with 
the children and a fen1ale servant, for Ply .. 
mouth, whence "·e were to embark with 
the first fair wind. The letter you found 
in the pocket of poor Derle_y I recei,,·ed 
fro1n my hu~band the day before we left 
London. 

,: As the 1·rind was contrary, upon 
our aniya} at Plymouth, ·we took up our 
residence at an .inn, where ·we remained 
abo,·c a v1-•cek. During this time ,,ve had 
frequent visits from tht Captain of the \'es-
.sel in wh!ch we ·were to sail; indeed, he 
intruded oftener than ,\·as agreeable to me, 
but attrib12ting :111 to hi~ wish of oblig1ng, 
and the partiality of a mother bcin.~ flat
tered by the attention he paid the children, 

I passed 
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1 passed it over in silence, and embarked 

without suspicion of danger. \Ve had not 

been tnany days at sea before I observed a 

familiarity in his rnannei-s that disgusted 

me; but judge what was my indignation, 

when he had the presumption to profess a 

passion for me. I retorted in the language 

my wounded pride, dictated and the insult 

deserved, to which he with the utmost 

coolness returned, that the offer of his 

hand, which he freely made 1ne, could 

not be construed into an insult, especially 

as I must consider that he 'Nas sole master 

in the vessel, and con seq ucntl y that I was 

in his power. I now s~nv the villain I had 

to deal with, and profiting by the hint that 

I was in his po,ver: I endeavoured to re

monstrate with les~ ha.~ttcur, representing to 

him, that being already the ·wife of another 

I could not listen to his p1·oposals, how

ever honourable or advant;1geous they 

1night be. I hai.1 no soo11er s:1.id this, than 

he chew fron1 his pocket a letter. and ,;)U t-
• .L 

ting it with a sarc;.1stic 0milc into my hand, 

told me that I sh,_--.n1d sec he wished to cx

~ct 



act nothing inconsistent ·with the strict 

rules of honour. l\tly eye gL1:-::::cd upon 

the superscription, which I immediZltel / 

knew to be the hand writing of m:' hus

band: I opened the letter tremLlin2,1 y a:-id 

read these terrible ,vords: 

" ::\1Y DEAR ELL\:--;OR, 

" All our plans arc frustrated-I am 

" mortally \VOUi1ded-if this meets ) ou, 

" lo.:e not a moment-set off in.star:t! v for 

'; Lo11don, ( the bearer "vill concluct rou) 
'' that I 111av J1a·1:e the sati:,fclction uf lc.l\·iu; 

• 0 

' 1 you under the protccLi:n of my father.-

" Tlierc is no time tc clissemb1e. God 

'' grant you may not arn\'e too late. 
D'OH.E:irY.'p 

'' I will not attempt to dcscri be wh~1 t I 

felt upon reading this ktter; my a11.st!.1~h 

P).e to a pitch that bordered upon w.1d

nes~, when I c,1~t mv e\'es roun:l a~1J saw· 
' ✓ , f i f l ... i. f ,., 

my~e1 s11ut out rom t.1e pos.1t>111ty o : :,·-

ing to my hu:,b,1nL1, a1,d ka!·nccl, that L.,-1 

it Evt been for he l>L~d=c~t tr ~·achcr\'. 1 ✓ • 

mi •iht 
0 



n1ight have arri,·ed time enough to h.lve 

taken a la::.t fare,vell of him ; for Blake 

n1ade no scruple of confessing, that though 

I ,vas on board when the messen6er arrived, 

·we had not weighed anchor: attributing 

·what he h3.d done to the violence of his 

passion, as he understood from the mes

senger w h0111 he had accosted upon the 

beach, that it contained an express for me 

to return to London. For some hours I 

actually lost the use of my reas-111, wl1ich 

so alarmed the wretch v:ho pcnecuted me, 

tlnt he left rne to the care of Dcrlcy, who 

in Yain strove to sooth ~nd reconcile rne to 

1ny misfortunes. Ti:nc, however, :1.n.d 

the tender cares of a mother, effected ·what 

argument could not; rny reason returned, 

and the innocent prL1.tL1e of my children di

verted my thoughts fron1 a caLnnity: th-e 

rcco1lection of which d1ovc 111::.: aln:ost to 

phrcnzy; but I had n1orc yet to en ... h.re. 

I was again persecuted by the o::ltoLlS aJ

<lresses of Dlakc, from ·s b ich Derky in 

Yain endeavoured to dcrl:nd me. 1 !e .~rew 

i1npaticnt, and to intn:,.1ties a.ch.led thre ;~ts 
uf 
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of the most horrid nature. Alan.Red at my 
situation, I endeavoured to dissemble, 
thinking th~t when we arrived at Charles. 
Town,_ the place to which the vcs::el was 
bound, I should easily rid my.self of his
importunitics. He however, more . killed 
in artifice than I was, percei\·cd my inten
tion, and finding that Derlcy would c,·e!· 
re1nain an obstacle to his vie,vs, resol-\'ed 
to be nd of him at the first opportunity: 
nor was tbs all; my innocent children 
hr.came the ob1ects of his detestation, from J 

the ~upposition, I concln 1e, that thry kept 
alive in my heart the rcmcrnbrancc of their 
father; at least I can assi0 n no other re;i
son for the dreadful scene I am Qoin g to 

<., <.. describe. '\Ve had been at .sea about :;even 
weeks, lvhen one morning as I l\ as sjtting: 
with 1ny children, one on one knee ancl 
the o!hcr on the other, weeping, and tcdk
ing vnth Derlcy on the e,·cnts that wrre 
pc1ssed, Blake came i11to the cabin. He 
renewed tl1e usual theme. rnindin!.!.' thrcttts , 0 u 
with promises, till finding 1 pc.iid no at-
tention to his disco .. use, but still wept ancl 

embraced 

n 

I ., 
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embraced my children, he suddenly start

ed np, and sn.1.tr-hing them fro1n n1y anns, 

euew thc1n with violence on the ground. 

Dcrley, who was attached to the children, 

incensed at this act of brutality, yielding 

to the impulse of the moment, seized him 

by the throat ; an affront which Blake re

venged by drawing a short sword and stab

bing him, as I thought, to the heart. At 

the instant five or six men came into the 

cabin, and at a signal given, seized Der

ley, while others, notwithstanding my 
prayers, tears, and frantic endeavours to 

prevent it, bore away the children. '.i\.That 

were all n1y former troubles tD the anguish 

of this moment ! I fancied I heard the cries 

of my children under the hands of their 

tnurderers, yet ·was unable to fly to their 

rescue; I endeavoured to force the door 

of the cabin, but finding my efforts vain, 

I sunk down insensible, and remembered 

no more till I found myself on my bed, 

111y servant sitting by me. I called aloud 

for my children, n1y Ambrosc-n1y Elea

nor, and was in vain assured that they were 

Hl 
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in safety-that they were kft with Dcrky 
·1 d , , , ~ on an 1s an· '\-Ve flau coastea; J g~rrc no 

credit to the ta1r, belic;;ir1g it fabricated 
in< rel,• to amuse me, es1"jCCia11,· a~ I found , ~ 

~~~, ,-,~,-, .. 111t- ,,,,,, 1· ·1 d1r-- 1· •-.t,, 1•1~-t r,f 1· ,):'1l,,, 1 A. l l V ,"I, J.. , - L, U. L.J "- ._,, - .l _,. 1,,, V • 1.) "J .l, .i'\. ..._ • 

will not tru~:blc Yva ,,·i1h ,dl I suff1..rcc.l 
during the voyage; sutlice it to s,ty, that 
we arrJvcd at Charles-Town,,,. here I hoped 
to c:capc the tyranny of my persecutor, 
but I was rni~taken ; under tn__, pretence 
that I was his niece and deranged in rny 
intelkct1,, he conveyed me to his house, 
and committed 1ne to the care of mv trca-., 
cherous servant, whom he had suborned 
to his inr.ercst. Six months 1 ,vas closely 
confined, but at the encl of th~t time, 
through th~ assi .... tance of an honest labour
er who wvrked i11 g1 ounds adjacellt, I ef
fected my escape, ancl h,l\'ing fortunately 
£oncealed ali!out my person Lank note!> to 
the amount 0f a hundred and fifty pounds, 
er.gaged for my r~ssage in a vessel that 1,\-aS 

on the poiut of s,ti1ing for England. 
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step ought to have been that of comn1u

nicatin ,1 n1v story to the inhabitants of the 
0 / , 

tmvn, and claiming their protection; but 

if you knew what I Jud suffered, how much 

rny spirits were clcpresse<li and wh;lt rca1,on 

l 
l l 1 , . . L' 1 

I har to area,:_ t 1e m.1cnmat1on~ 01 tnc 

wretch by whom I was p(:rsecuted, you 

would cease to ·wonder at my conduct. 

I\1 y soie object w2.s to return to England, 

either to meet 1ny husband, ( which see1ned 

within the bounds of possiLiEty) or to die 

there in obscurity . 

. " \Vith these i {~as I embarked; but on 

1ny arrival ~0011 learned, as I had reason 

to presage, th~t my husband was no n1ore. 

llc expired, a~ far as I could judge from 

the vague infonn,ltion I colkctecl, a few 

hours after the rncs~cngcr was di.-.patche<l 

to 1ne, even before the arrival of his father, 

who set off for H,lth the 1nor11inrr on which 
0 

the duel was fought. I learned also, that 

the Count d' 0 re:-.ty, in consequence of his 

afHiction, hacl solicited his rectll> and hacl 

returnee 



death of his son. 

" All my ~10pes of happiuess were now 
at an end, and .i resolved in some quiet 
±"a.mily to seek an hun1ble establishment, 
,.,. here I co-uld perfonn the duties of my 
~tation, and prepare for the qaitt~ng of a 
world which had for me no longer any 
charms. The person at whose house I 
:odbed understanding my intention men
Coned a 1adv, who, she said, 1vas on the ,I 

point of retiring into the count.ry, and 
wanted a per-:on capable of being a com
panion, and at the same ti1nc of assistmg 
in the 1nanagement of her family. 1 eccl I 
:say that it ·was my dear Mrs. Carlton ? I 
was introduced to her and immediatdy en
gaged. In due time I related to her my 
unhappy story, and experienced her ge
nerous sympathy : she treated me with 
the affection of a sister, and could 1 11::i.ve 
forgotten my children-my !Jusband-n1y 
friend-toni from me by the n:o..,t perve ·~e 
a11d cruel destiny, I might have been 11~:ppy. 

She 
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She pressed me to make myself known to 

the fan1ily of my husband, offered me 

1noney for the purpose, nay would have 
accompanied me to France ; but I declin

ed her generous offers; I knevr not whe

ther the father of my husband was acquaint

ed with his indiscretions, and as I had no 

children to prompt my ambition, or to cal1 

forth my exertions, I wished not to sully 

his 1uemory by the revival of follies which 

originated only in his too great partiality 

for me. T,velve years have passed not 

unprofitably away; religion has taught 

me to 1noderate both my griefs and my re

sentment) and reconcilecl 1ne tu a life ,v hich 

I once thought insupportable." 

Here ?\·1adam d'Orcsty ceased-and the 

Count, rising from his seat, looked with 

reverence toward Heclven, and exclaimed, 

" TVonde1jul are tlly works, Almighty Fa
ther, and tliy ways past finding out." Then 
taking l\ladan1 d'Oresty by the hand, 

\Vhat a train of interestincr events said he 
b ' ' 

11:ive you unfolded? In me behold the fa-

ther 
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tr.er of your husfuand; in me, my children, 

tLLrt1i1 zb to A~brose and Eleanor, behold 

your grandsire. 

The Coio!lc1, his pupils, and indeed 

tl1e company 1n general had been prepared, 

b✓ the aspect and gestures of the Count, to 

exrect something extraordinary; but l\1a

d:1 m d'Oresty, absorbed in the recital of 
1wr calamities, and commanding only a 

side view of him fron1 the seat she occu

pied, heard this decJ aration with inexpres

::iible ,vonder. She Yie,ved the Cou~1t a 

moment in silent astonishment; but soon 

recollecting the character in ,vhich she 

stood before him, she co,·ered her face with 

her hands, and bending forw~rd, seemed to 

await the reproaches she considered due to 

her from the father of her husband. 

·The Count vvas affected by this interest

ing attitude, too expressiYe to be misun

derstood, and t c: king her hand, assured her 

he should henceforth consider her not on I y 
as the widow of his son, but as the daugh-

ter 

' J 

I 
,1 

k 



AMBROSE AND ELEA~OR. 239 

ter of his affection. You appear, said he, 

too sensible of your crrours to permit 1ne 

to anirn ldvert upon them; we have all 

been blamab]e; 1nyself not the ka5t; the 

reserve and seYerity, with V✓ hich frorn his 

infancy I treated my son, repulsed rath~r 

than invited the confi::lence of friendship, 

and the autho1 ity I assumed u·-:er Lis incli

nations made hirn lose the resp~ct due to 

me as a parent; but his errours have been 

signally punished; let the grave cover 

them, and may they pro,·e a ust-f Ld l~sson 

to his children. Early my dear Ambrose, 

and you rny sweet Eleanor, learn to res

trttin your inclinations, and to keep the1n 

within the bounds of moderatio11; remem

ber, my chilclren, th:1t the gratdication of .. 
a moment may be followed by years of 

a11xicty and pain. 

The Count then en1braced Eleanor and 

Ambr.Jse, who threw themselves upon their 

knc~s to implore his blessing. The con

versation then turning upon past events, 

the Countconfinned what 11adamd'Oresty 

had 



had heard concerning the death of her hus. 

band. I unfortunately, said he, set out 

for Bath the morning on which the fata 1 
duel was fought ; an express was dispatch .. 
ed for me, but before I arrived my son had 

breathed his last. I will not attempt to 

describe n1y grief; he was my only child, 

and I-leaven is witness how dear! The 

country became hateful to me; I solicited 

n1y recall and returned to France. It 
happened soon after that I had Jetten from 

Cuba, acquainting me with the death of 

an old friend, who had left me his pos~ 
sessions there: I prepared for the yoyage, 

thinking an entire change of objects 111ight 
dissipate the melancholy, which since the 
death of my son had taken possession of my 

soul. I arrived, and remained there some 
months when Blake, as the Colonel has 

before related, landed upon the island, and 
carried tne among the nun1ber assembled 
in his vessel to St. \ T erraQO. Here the 

Count ceased, and joined with every one 

present in ad1niring the wonderful chain 
of 

,; 

p 

:n 
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of events, by which Providence had united 
them. 

The Count, having passca about a ·week 
at the mansion of his friend, began to tl11nk 
of embarking for France to see after his es
tates. The prospect of so early a separa
_tion cast a gloom over the ·whole party; 
but when the Colonel proposed to his lady 
a trip to the continent, cheerfulness was 
universally restored. Charles and A1n
brose, between whom a friendship founded 
upon mutual virtues had already taken 
place, looked at each other and smiled, 
while the eyes of Eleanor met those of her 
mother and J\1rs. Carlton sparkling witli 
pleasure: in short, the proposal was uni
versally 1.elished, and in less than a month 
they all embarked for France. The Count 
upon arriving found, that his estates £till 
remained in the hands of his agent•; for as 
no certain tidings of his death had trans
pired, no claim had been made. Th<t: 
reader need not be told, th.!t the Colonel 
and his family were the gue£ts of the Cou 1 t 

M d'Oresty ; 
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d'Oresty; during three n1onths which their 

, ,isit continued, he spared no polite and 

friendly attention to render it agreea

ble; they 1nade an excursion to Paris, 

whence the Count's seat was a few leaoues 0 

distant, and were gratified with a view of 

every thing that celebrated city contained 

deserving the attention of the curious. 

They visited the Louvre, the Tuileries, 

the Palace of Orleans, celebrated for its 

valuable collection of paintings, and the 

Gobelines, a famous manufactory of ta

pestry, which takes its name from one 

Goeblin, a noted dyer o.f Rheims, who liYed 

jn the reign of Francis the First. Ambrose 

and Eleanor were interested in every thing 

they saw; the perfection to which the arts 

had arisen struck them with wonder and 

delight ; for though acquainted with the 

principles of each, they had formed no idea 

of the powerful effects they would pro

duce, when applied by genius and indus

try : in the mean w bile, they conciliated 

the affection of their mother and grand

father by a thousand instances of their 
docility 

g 
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docility and the goodness of their hearts ; 

the Coiint bec::1:me daily more attach

ed to the1n, and they in return omitted 

nothing, that 1night expre~s their grnti

tude and affection. After three months 

spent in the pleasures of social intercourse, 

the Colonel prepared to return with hii; 

family to England, when an unexpected 

event retarded his departure, and plunged 

every one in the deepest sorro,v. This 

was the death of the Count d'Orestv, who ., 

was seized with a complaint of which he 

died in three days. I-Iis loss was sincerely 

regretted by every one, but especially by 

Ambrose and Eleanor, vd10 had flattered 

themselves with long enjoying his paternal 

care, and showing by their conduct the 

grateful sense they entertained of his kind

ness. Nor was :rv1ada1n d'Oresty less af

fected; she regretted him with all the 

warmth of gratitude and friendship his ge

nerous conduct to·ward her and her ch1l

<lr ·n meritPU ; indLed his attachment to 

them \\.7 a) 1nanifested to the last act of his 

life ; ior being alarmed at the symptoms of 
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his disorder, he sent for a notary, and in 
the presence of the Colonel and Mrs. 

Carlton 1nade his will, in which he nomi-

-hated Ambrose his heir, and provided 

amply for E!eanor and her moth er: but 

this acquisition of in dependence, far from 

n1itigating, increased the ,sricf they felt for 

the loss ot their friend, by adding another 

to the proofs they had already received of 

his friendship and affection. 

As the Colonel was nominated executor 

to the Count's will, as also guardian to 

Eleanor and Ambrose, his presence was 

necessary to arrange their affairs; he re
mained, therefore, some time longer in 

France, when having settled every thing 

to his satisfaction, he embarked for Eng
land, accompanied by l\1adam d'Oresty 

and his pupils, who joyfully accepted the 

invitation he gave the1n of passing the en-

6uing winter in England. After a plea

sant voyage they arrived, and in the soci

ety of their friends were beginning to re

sume their wonted cheerfulness, when an 

cyent the most di:,tres5"ing and unexpected · 

tur r.ed 

... 
I 

1 
J• 

ll' 
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turned all their joy to the bitterest an

guish. The reader must recollect, th;1t0 

Sir James Corpley had sent the prisoners. 

taken at St. V errado to the Governor of 

the Spanish island of St. Domingo, with aa 

account of the expedition, and his reasons . 

for undertaking it: these reasons, how

ever, did not satisfy the Court of Spain ; 

the destruction of the colony \Vas construed 

into an infringement u po:1 the rights of the 

Soanish 8rown•, and remonstrances were· 
.I,. • 

111ade to the British Cabinet. The inha--

bitants of St. V crrado were. in v~in repre:... 

sentcd a: a banditti, to whose depredations 

all Europe was subject'; the honour. of. th~ 

Spanish Court. was thought to be con

~crncd: a:,d sati~faction demanded~ In· 

~hort, after yari~us negotiations· bct, ... ·eca 

the Courts: it was at la~t .settled to pu-

nish the aggressors, viz. Sir J amcs Corp-

ley and the Colonel, with exile. This 

vas an unexpected stroke: the joy which 

had for some rnonths before enlivened the 

n!an..:ion of the Colonel \Vt1S no more, 

Eleanor we~t; Ambrose inyci 1rhcd loudl l7 
j:. u , / 

!,l 3 "g Zl 111" ~-
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agc1inst the sentence, which, notwithstand

ing the representations of the Colonel, he 
could not help thinking unjust, and both 

declared they would follow their protector 
to the ends of the earth. Madam d'Oresty 

said the same to her friend Mrs. Carlton, 

who felt rather on her husband's than on 

her own account, observing that it was of 
little importance what country she inha .. 

bited, if she had the society of her hus
band, son, and friend. Ah ! said Eleanor, 
would to Heaven we were all together in 
our isle! This eKclamation, uttered with

out design, gave birth to an idea in the 
1nind of the Colonel, which soon became 

the favourite topic of conversation : it was 
no other than the founding of a colony in 
the island, which had so long served him 
and his pupils as a retreat. He mentioned 
it to Sir James Corpley, who immediately 
entered into it, and pointed out the pro
bability of Government's appro,,ing and 

encouraging such a plan ; in short, they 

united their interest~, obtained the per

mission "nd encouragement they c:esired, 
and 
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a.nd began to arrange every thing for the 

founding of a new colony. l\:1adam 

d'Oresty and her children still expressing 

their resolution of joining their fate with 

that of their friends, the Colonel thought 

proper to set before them the advantages 

they would forego by quitting a civilized 

country, where every enjoyment affluence 

could purchase awaited them, for one un

frequented, in which they must wait some 

years at least even for the conveBiencies of 

life; he said all that the most generous and 

disinterested mind could dictate upon the 

subject; but Madan1 d'Oresty, to the in, 

expressible joy of A1nbrose and Eleanor, 

declared, that as it coincided with the incli

nations of her children, her resolution was 

fixed, and that she had no higher ambi-

. tion, than to live and die with her friend. 

In about six months all was ready for 

their departure, and Sir J :imes Corpley, 

the Colonel, ~1rs. Carlton, Charles, Maclain 

d'Oresty, her children, the worthy 11r. 

Milbr, and honest Peter, embarked at 

Portsmouth, 
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Portsmouth, w~th about six hundred per ... 
sons, men and women, who willingly fol .. 

lowed as settlers in the new Government. 

The voyage was favou1 ab1e; after a f~w 

weeks sail shey drew nt:,ir the "\'.\'" e..t Indies, 

and Ambrose and Eleunor be6an to search 

with \Vishful eyes for the island, which had 

been the asylu1n of their infancy: at length, 

the vessel directing its course eastward of 

Jamaica, they discerned from far the point 

of a rock,. which seemed famiJi.ar to them : 

the vessel approached; it was the _same; 

it was their belo\·ed isle. They beheld th(' 

1nclanchol y vestiges of the furc5t dcst ro yed 

by the conflagration; the shore whei't. they. 

-had fabricated the littl~ bark in which 

alone and unprotected the::,r hctu tcrnptcrl 

the dangers of the sea: they landed, an& 

.felt a thousand pleasin; ~ ... · sations on find

ing themselves again in an 1sland, in i,rbich 1 

though they had experienced some p;i;inful. 

n1om :nts, they h.1<l passed years of peace 

ancl trt1nq uillity. Every spot 1-vas \·i i tcd ;. 

the place where their cabin stood; the ca

yern 111 wt1ich Dcrley expired.; the grot 
1 

wncre 

\' 
I 
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where honest Peter was preserved; nor 

will it be asked if they visited the little 

mount shaded with 1nyrrh trees; they 

wer~ soon with their mother at the foot 0f 
the monument erected ·with their own 

hands to the 111emory of Derley, sheddiag 

with her the tear of gratitude and affec
tion. 

In a short time the ground is cleared, 

and broken up; buildings arise; fortifica
tions, even a port issues from the hands of 

the new colonists; and in less than four 

years they have shelter, cultivated fields, 
in a word, all the conveniences of life. 

Sir James Corpley and the Colonel, who 

were nominated joint Governors, in con

junction formed a code of laws, which 

were t€ndered to, and universally approved 

by the people; they governed the colony 

with that justice and moderation, which 
formed the basis of their characters; and 

the fame of their wisdom, and of the hap~ 

piness enjoyed under their administration 

soon reaching England, they had the plea ◄ 

sure 



'290 AMBROSE AND ELEANOR. 

sure of seeing the new colony dai1 y in
crease, and at length become one of the 
most flourishing; it wa~ called the Isle of 
Twz'ns, in 1nemory of the desertion of the 
children, and the signal protection afforded 

them by Heaven. Not long after the ar
rival of the new colonists, some Caribs, 
according to their usual custom, landed on 

the island; at the sight of the Europeans 
they en1barked precipitately in their ca
noes, but the Colonel wishing to put some· 
questions to them, ordered several to be 
detained: the account they gave of their 
expedition into the island once in three 

years was nearly the same as that given 
by Peter; but they added, they often 
stayed several days in the island, during 
which they planted maize and other grain, 
in the hope of finding it multiplied at their 
next visit. This singular custom explained 
to the Colonel '\'V hat he had till now con- · 

sidered as a mystery, viz. the finding, on 
his first arrival in the island, entire plains 
of n1aize, and a variety of vegetable pro
ductions, whic.h required the p ains of cul-

ture, 
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.ture, and consequently not to be expected 
in an uninhabited land: but to return. 
A few years after their arrival in the 
island, the Colonel and Mr<i. Carlton had 
the satisfaction of seeing their son Charles 
united to Eleanor; and soon after Am .. 
brose made choice of a young lady, the 

.J1iece of Sir James Corpley, universally 
esteemed for her amiable disposition and 
personal accomplishments. f-Ionest Peter 
enjoyed the tranquillity his years required, 
and his services merited ; he died at an ad
vanced age a few years after their arrival in 
the island, and was buried by the side of 
Derley, to whose memory a superb mo
nument was erected. The worthy Mr. 
1'1illar lived universally respected, and by 
his virtues did honour to the religion he 
professed and maintained in the colonv • ., 
Madam d' Ore sty and her friend Mrs~ 
Carlton had the pleasure of seeing their 
friendship perpetuated in their children, 
who by their conduct daily rendered them
selves more worthy their affection. In 
short, all these worthy characters in this 

delig~tful 
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delightful retreat enjoyed that tranquillity, 

which is the result only of virtue. 

Ambrose and Eleanor through life en .. 

tertained for their preceptor that tender 

respect and gratitude, which his conduct 

toward them justly merited, and which 

their hearts were so well formed to pay: 

they looked up to him as to the parent who 

had fostered, and to the friend who had _ 

guided their youth, ever bearing in remem

brance, that the happiness they enjoyed in 
society was the fruit of those precepts, 

which they had imbibed from hin1 in soli~ 

tude. 

TIIE END. 

Printed by E. 1Jemstecl, Great Neu, Strut, 
l-'rttcr L,r,u. 
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