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CHAPTER I. 

ONE evening, as 1\-Ir. Harewood ,vas 
sitting in t11e n1idst of his amiable and 
happy fainily, he announced to the1n his 
:expectation of 'receiv1ng soon the daugh­
ter of a deceased friend., ·who, after re­
siding son1e years in the "\i\T est Indies, 
had fallen a victi1n to the -diseases inci­
dent to the clin1ate. 

This family consisted of his lady, t"'ro 
sons, and a daughter: the eldest, nained 
Edmund, ,vas about twelve years of age; 

:n Charles. 
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Charles, the second, was scarcely ten ; 
and Ellen, the daughter, had just passed 
her eighth birthday : they were all sen­
sible, affectionate children, but a little 
different in disposition, the eldest being 
grave and studious, the second lively and 
active, and as he \Vas nearer to Ellen's 
age, she ,vas often inclined to romp with 
hitn, when she should have n1inded her 
book; but she was so fond of her n1a111-
ma, and ·was educated ,vith such a proper 
sense of the duty and obedience she 
owed her, that a word or a look never 
failed to restrain the exuberance of her 
spirits, and lead her into the path of 
propriety. 

Children are alike naturally curious 
and fond of society; the n1oment, there­
fore, l\Ir. Harewood had n1entioned their 
expected guest, they had every one s01nc 
question to put respecting her; but as 
Ellen's was uttered with n1ost mildness 
and 1nodesty, she was first ans1,vered; and 
her brother Charles taking this hint, lis-

tened 
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tened quietly to the following conver~ 
sation, not joining in it till he felt that 

l1e had a right to do so, from having 
practised a forbearance that cost him 

s01ne effort. 
Ellen.-Pray, papa, ,vhat is this little 

girl's name, and how old is she? 
Father.-She is called l\'.Iatilda So~ 

phia Hanson: her father ,vas a man of 
good fortune, and she is an only child; I 
believe, however, his affairs are in an un~ 

settled state, as his widow is under the 
necessity of remaining son1e tin1e in the 
·country, in order to settle then1. It is 

at her earnest request that I have been 
prevailed upon to accept the charge of 
her daughter. I believe she is about a 

year younger than you; but as the 
gro:wth of people in ·wann countries is 

rnore rapid than in this, I expect to see 
her quite as tall and forward as you, 
Ellen. 

Ellen.-But, dem· papa, ho"r will she 
get here front a place on the other ~ide 

n 2 of 
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of the globe? I n1ean, who ·will bring 
her? for I kno-w, of course, that she 
must con1e in a ship. 

Fatlier.-She will be attended by a 
negro servant, lrho has always waited 
upon her, and who ·will return after she 
is safely landed, I suppose. 

Ellcn.-Poor thing! how she will cry 
vrhen she leaves her own dear 1nmn1na, 
,v hen she is to cross the ·wide sea ! and 
then again, when she parts with the good 
nurse, I dare say she will kiss her very 
fondly, though she is a black. 

Cliarles.-Oh, she will forget her sor­
ro-w when she sees such a 1nany things 
that are quite ne,v to her. I'n1 afraid 
she'll think Ellen, and indeed we boys, 
very silly, ignorant creatures, con1pared 
to her, ,vho has seen so much of the 
·world: upon n1y ·word, ·we n1ust all be 
upon our good behaviour. 

Fat!ter.-I hope you will behayc 
,vell, not n1erely fr01n conscious infe­
riority, but because you ,vould be both 

in1polite 
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itnpolite and unkind, if you omitted any 
thing in your power that could render a 

stranger happy, who is so entirely thrown 
upon our protection-one, too, who has 
lost a fond father, and is parted fro111 a 
tender 1nother. 

Eclmu,nd.-But, papa, as l\liss Han­
son is c01ning to England for education, 
and is yet very young, surely Charles 
1nust be ·wrong in supposing that she is 
"riser, or, I ought to say~ better informed, 
than ·we are, since it is utterly iinpro­
bable that she should have had the be­
nefit of such instructions as we have 
enjoyed? 

Father.-Trne, my dear; but yet 
she will, of course, be acquainted with 
many things to ,v hich you are necessa­
rily entire strangers, although I must 
ren1ark that Charles's expression, " she 
has seen 1nuch of the ,vorld," is not 
proper; for it is only applied to people 
,vho have mixed n1uch with society, 
not to those whose travels have she,vn 

n 3 them 
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then1 on1y land and ,v~ter. It n1ust ho,v .. 
eYcr strike you, that in c01ning from a 

distant cou:1try, a society very distinct 

fron1 ours, and a rac~ of beings to ·whom 

you are strangers, she cannot fail to pos­
sess n1any ideas and m.1ch kno,vkclge 
·which are unkno rn to you; I there­
fore hope her residence ,vith us for a 
ti1ne will 1wovc 1nutually advantageous; 
but if the advantage should prove to 
be on your side, I trust you ,vill never 
abuse it by laughing or in any way in­
sulting and teazing your visitant: such 
conduct ,vould ensure 1ny 1nost serious 
displeasure. 

J1Iotlwr.-It ·would prq-ve then1 not 

011ly Yery ignorant, and deficient in that 
education which even the savage tribes 
of An1erica giye their ehildren, but proyc 
that they ,vere devoid of that spirit of 
courtesy ,"{.:hich is recommended in the ., 

scriptures, and which every Christian 
child, as such, ·will nourish in his heart 
and display in his 1nm1ncrs ; the sanie 

hol ~ .. 
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holy apostle who inculcated the highest 

<loctrines of his DiviHe ~laster, says also 

-" Be affable, be courteous, bearing one 

,vith another." 
The children for a fe,v n101nents look-

ed very serious, and each appeared to be 

in-wardly 1naking son1e kind of pron1ise 

or resolution to the1nselves respecting 

the expected stranger; at length Ellen, 

looking up, said to her n1am1na, ,,-vith 

oTeat earnestness-" Indeed ma1nma I 
0 ' ' 

,vill love l\Iiss Hanson as 1nuch as if sne 

,vere 111y sister, if she ,vill pennit 111e to 

do it." 
" Yon had better say, ~--:llen, that you 

will be as kind to her as if she were your 

sister; for until we kno,v n1ore of her, it 

is not possible for us to promise so 1nuch; 

nor is it advisable to give our hearts, at 

first sight, even to those who have yet 

strong clailns upon our goodwill and 

friendly services." 
1\-Ir. Hare,vood added his approbation 

of this sentiinent, for he knew it ,vas 
B 4 one 
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one that could not be repeated too often 
to young people, who are ever apt to. 
take up either partialities or prejudices 
too strongly, and ,vhose judgment has 

ever occasion for the attempering lessons 
of experience._ 

CJ'I1\P-
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CHAPTER II. 

AT length the long ,vished-for day ar­
rived, and the young foreigner 1nade 

her appearance in the fan1ily of 1\-Ir. 
Harewood. She v,ras a fine, hand-.on1e­

looking girl, and though younger in 
fact, ·was taller and older-looking than 

Ellen, but lvas not nearly so well shaped, 
as indolence and the habit of being car­

ried about, instead of walking, had occa­

sioned her to stoop, and to n1ove as if her 

lin1bs were too ,veak to support her. 
The kindness and politeness with 

which she ·was received in the fmnil y of 
l\Ir. Hare·wood, did not appear to affect 
the Barbadoes. girl in any other ,vay 

than to increase that self-in1portance 
,Yhich ,vas eviuently her characteristic; 

and even the 1nild, affectionate Ellen, 
n 5 who 
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·who had predisposed her heart to love 
her very dearly, shrunk frmn the proud 
and haughty expression which frequent­
ly ani1nated her features, and ·was sur­
prised to hear her name her ma1n1na 
with as much indifference as if she were 
a com1non acquaintance; for Ellen did 
not know that the indulgence of bad 
passions hardens the bosmn, and renders 
it insensible of all those sweet and ten­
der ties which are felt by the good and 
an1iable, and which constitute their 
highest happiness. 

In a very short tin1e it becan1e appa­
rent that passion and peevishness were 
aho the traits of this unfortunate child, 
·who had been indulged in the free ex­
ercise of a rajling tongue, and even of a 
clawing hand, towards the nurnerous 
negro dependents that swanned in her 
father's mansion, over whmn she had 
exe1·cised all the despotic sovereignty of 
a queen, ·with the capriciousness of a 
petted child, and thereby obtained a 

habit 
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habit of tyranny over all who1n she 

deemed her inferiors, as appeared from 

the style in which she now conducted 

herself constantly towards the menials 

of 1\Ir. Harewood's family, and not un-­

freqnently towards the superiors. 

For a few days .1\lr. Harewood bore 

,vith this conduct, and only opposed it 

,vith gentleness and persuasion; but as 

it beca1ne evident that this gentleness 

emboldened the n1istaken child to pro­

ceed to greater rudeness, he con11nenced 

a nevv style of treatment, and the Eng-­

lish education of 1\1atilda, so far as con-­

cerned that most important part of all 

education, the n1anagement of the tem­

per, in the following manner:-

On the family being seated at the din-­

ner-table, l\Iiss Hanson called out, in a 

loud and angry tone-" Give me some 

beer!" 
1\1:r. I-Iarewood had previously in-

structed the servant who waited upon. 

them ho,v to act, in case he ,vas thus 

n 6 addressed; 
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addressed ; and in consequence of his 
master's comrnands, the man took no 
notice whatever of this claim upon his 
attention. 

" Give rr1.e some beer !" cried she 
again, in so fierce a manner that the 
boys started, and poor Ellen blushed 
very deeply, not only from the sense of 
shmne which she felt for the vulgarity 
of ,the young lady's n1anners, but from 
a kind of ten·or on hearing such a shrill 
and threatening voice. 

The servant still took no notice of her 
,vords, but he did not do it with an air 
of defiance, but rather as if it ·were not 
addressed to him. 

The little angry child n1uttered, loud 
cnongh to be heard-" ,,rhat a fool the 
·wretch is!:' but as nobody answe1·ed 
·what was in fact addressed to no one, 
she was at length compelled to look for 
redress to l\frs. Harewood, ·whom, re­
garding with a n1ixture of rage and 
scorn, she now addressed. 

"Prav ., .. , 

l 
I, 
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"Pray, ma'am, why don't you tell the 
1nan to give n1e son1e beer ? I suppose 
he'll understand you, though he seems a 
fool, and deaf." 

"~Iy children are accustomed to say 
-' Pray, Thomas, give 1ne s01ne beer;' 
or, ' I'll thank you for a little beer;' and 
the loud, rude manner in ·which you 
spoke, probably astonished and stunned 
him. As, however, I certainly under­
stand you, I ·will endeavour to relieve 
you. Pray, Thon1as, be so kind as to 
give l\liss Hanson s01ne beer,." said ~Irs,. 
Hare,vood. 

Thomas instantly offered it. but the 
little girl cried out in a rage-" I ·won't 
have it-no ! that I won't, fron1 that 
1nan: I'll have my own negro to wait, 
that I will !-l\I ust I say pray to a ser­
vant? 1nust a nasty man in a livery be 
kind to me ?-no! no ! no !-Z ebby, 
Zebby, I say, c01ne here 1'' 

The poor black ,voman hearing the 
loud 



14 THE BARBADOES GIRL. 

loud tones of her young lady, to which 

she had been pretty ·well used, instantly 

ran into the room before l\1r. Hare·wood 

had tin1e to prevent it, and very hun1b]y 

cried out-" ·vvhat does l\:Iissy pleese 

wanty ?" 
" S01ne beer, you black beetle!" 
"Is, l\Iissy,'7 said the poor won1an ·with 

a sigh, reaching the beer from Thon1as 

·with a tre1nbling hand, as if she expected 

the glass to be thrown .in her face. 

Charles had with great difficulty re­

frained from laughter on the outset of 

this scene, but indignation no"\-v suffused 

his countenance. The young vixen ,vas 
an acute observer, and had she not been 

cruelly neglected, 1night have been a 

sensible chilcl. It instantly struck her 

that his features disputed her right; and 

determined not to endure this from any 

one, she instantly threw the beer in the 

face of poor Zebby, saying-" There's 

that for you, madam." 
It 

fo 
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It was not in the forbearance of chil­
dren to repress their feelings; even Ed-
1nund exclaimed-" What a brute!" 

Ellen involuntarily staited up and 
hid her face in her mother's lap, while 
Charles n1ost good-naturedly offered his 
handkerchief to the aggrieved Zebby, 
kindly condoling with hei- on her mis­
fortune. 

l\Ir. I-Iare,vood no,v, for the first time., 
spoke-" Zebby," said he, in a caln1 but 
stern tone, " it is n1y strict comn1and,, 
that so long as you reside under n1y 
roof, you never give that young lady 
any thing again, nor hold any conversa~ 
tion with her : if you disobey my con1-
mands, I shall be under the necessity of 
discharging you." 

The young lady checked herself, and 
for a moment looked alarmed ; but re­
covering, she said-" She is not yours, 
and you shan't discharge her; she is my 
own slave, and I ,vill do what I please 

with 
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,¥ith her; poor papa bought her for me 
as soon as I ·was born, and I'll use her a-s. 
I please." 

"But I know your 1namn1a told you, 
that as soon as she arrived in England 
she would be free, and might either re­
turn or ren1ain, as she pleased. N O\V it 
so happens that she is n1uch pleased ·with 
1ny family, and having a sincere regard 
for your mother, she this n1orning re­
quested l\Irs. Hare\vood to engage her 
in any service she could undertake:: con­
vinced that she was \Vorthy our protec­
tion, we have done this, and therefore all 
your claims upon her are over.'> 

The little girl, bursting into a passion­
ate flood of tears, ran out of the room. 

Poor Zebby, courtesying, said-" Sir; 
n1e hopes you will have 1nuch pity on 
l\'lissy-she ·was spoHy all her life by poor 
massa-her 1nainn1a good, very good; 
and-when l\Iissy pinch Zeb by, and prietky. 
with pin, then good mississ she be angry, 

but 

t 

€1 

be 
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but massa say only poo ! poo ! she be 
child, naughty tricks wear off in time~ 
he be warm n1an hiinself." 

The poor negro's defence affected the 
little circle, and Mr. Harewood observ­
ing it, said-" You perceive, n1y dear 
children, that this child is in fact far 
more an object of·con1passion than blame, 
for she has been pern1itted to indulge 
every bad propensity of her nature, and 
their growth has destroyed that ·which 
,vas good; of course,. her life has been un­
happy in itself, yet punislunent has not 
produced amendn1ent. Poor thing! hov.; 
many of the sweetest pleasures of exist­
ence are unknown to her ! She is a stran­
ger to the satisfaction of obliging others, 
and to the consciousness of overcoming 
herself, which, I trust, you all know to 
be an inestimable blessing. I truly pity 
her, but I an1 compelled to treat her as 
if I bla1ned her only; I am obliged to 
be harsh,, in order that I 1nay be useful, 
and give pain to produce ease:' 

Iu. 
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In about an hour, finding that no one 
approached, and feeljng the w·ant of the 
dinner her shaineful rudeness and petu­
lance had interrupted, and wluch she had 
but just begun, :!\Iatilda came down stairs 
·with the air of a person who is struggling 
to hic1 e, by effrcntery, the chagrin they 
are co· .lscious of deserving ; no person 
took any notice of her entrance, and all 
appearance of the good n1eal she wanted 
·was removed. There ,vas a certain some­
thing in the usually-s1niling faces of the 
heads of the n1ansion that acted as a re­
pellent to her, and she sat for son1e time 
silent; but at length she spoke to Ellen, 
who was eyer easy of access, from the 
gentle 111eekness which characterized her, 
and wh0111, intending to n1ortify, she ac­
costed thus: " Nelly, did you eat my 
chicken?" 

Charles burst into a loud laugh, as 
Ellen, ·who had never heard herself thus 
addressed, for a 1noment looked rather 
foolish; on ·which he answered for her, 

with 

' \, 

f 

ri 
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·with a somewhat provoking sauciness of 

countenance-" No, l\:1atty, she did not 

eat your chicken." 
".1\1y name is not l\'.Iatty-it is l\fatilda 

Sophia, and you are a great booby for 

calling 1ne so ; but Nelly, or Nell, is short 

for Ellen, and by one of those names I 

shall call her w·henever I choose, if it be 

only to vex you." 
"Perhaps, too, you will choose to prick 

her, and pinch her, l\Iiss l\1atilda Sophia 

IIanson ?" answered Charles, sneeringly, 

drawling out her nan1e as long and as 

pompously as it was possible. 
" Fie, Charles!" said Edmund; "I am 

sure you act as if you had forgotten all 

that papa told us about Miss Hanson." 
Charles, after a mo1nent's thought, ac­

knowledged that he was wrong, very 
wrong. 

l\Iatilda ,vas much struck with this; 

she was well aware that, under the sa1ne 

circumstances, she should have said much 

1nore than he had, and she was curious 
as 
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as to ·what had been said of her, whicfl 
could have produced this effect on a boy 
generally so vivacious and ,varn1-ten1-
pered as Charles. After cogitating upon 
it s01ne ti1ne, she at length concluded 
that l\1r. Hare-wood had endeavou;:ed to 
impress on the minds of his fa1nily the 
consequence she possessed, as an only 
child and a great heiress; and although 
he had appeared so lately to act under a 
very different in1pression, yet it was very 
possible that he had only done so because 
be was out of te111per hi1nself, and, no,v 
his 1nind ·was becon1e tranquil again; he 
had repented of his conduct, and been 
anxious to prevent his children fro1n fol­
lowing his exan1ple in this respect. 

The 1nore l\1atilda thought on this 
point, the 1nore fully she fixed it in her 
1nind as an article of belief; but yet there 
·was son1ething in the calm, fir1n tones of 
~lr. Harewood, ,vhen he spoke to her, 
and in his present open, yet unbending 
countenance, when he happened to cast 

hfa 

h'-
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his e\ es to-wards her, ,vhicr rendered her ., 

unsatisfied with the answer she thus gave 
her own internal inquiries; and although 
she had been exceedingly angry with 
hi1n for presuming to speak to her, she 
yet felt as if his esteem, and indeed ·his 
forgiveness, ,vere necessary for her hap­
piness; and her pride, thus strengthened, 
contended with her fears and conscious­
·ness of guilt and folly, and while she re­
solved iin1;rardly to keep up her dignity 
,vith the young ones, she yet, fron1 ti1ne 
to ti111e, cast an anxious eye towards her 
ne"r 1nonitor. 

In a short tin1e, to l\:Jatilda's great re­
lief, ~Ir. Harewood stepped into the 
library to fetch hin1self a book ; and the 
children, in the hope that, ·when he re­
turned, he would kindly indulge then1, 
either by readi.ng to thetn, or relating 
occasionally such anecdotes or observa­
tions as the ,,·ork he read might furnish 
him with, left their seats and pressed 

round 
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round the place where their dear parents 

·were sitting. 
l\1atilda did not like to be left alone, 

nor did she feel as if she had a right to 

be held as a child an1ong the rest ; again 

her pride and her repentance had a great 

struggle, and as she knew not to which 

she should give the preference, for her 

heart swelled alike with pride and sor­

row, she 1noved towards the sa1ne place, 

and sought, in the bustle of the mo1nent, 

to divert the painful feeling ·which op­

pressed her. 
In a fe,v moments l\Ir. I-Iarewood ,vas 

heard to shut the library-door; and as, of 

course, he might be expected to re-enter 

very soon, and ·would no,v be much 

nearer to her than he had been, and 

would certainly adopt son1e more decided 

kind of conduct and language towards 

her, l\1atilda beca1ne again extremely 

desirous of knowing what he really had 

said about her, and she two or three 
tiines 

' • •• 
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ti1nes essayed to speak; but a little re­
n1aining modesty, which ,vas nearly all 
the good which her unhappy education 
had left her, prevented her, until she 
found that she had no time beyond the 
present instant left for satisfying her 
curiosity on so important a point, when, 
in a considerable flutter of spirits, she 
,vhispered to :Ellen, but in a voice suffi­
ciently articulate to be heard by others­
" Pray, what did your papa say of me?" 

" That you ·were very much to be 
pitied." 

" Pitied 1-pray, what am I to be 
pitied for?" 

Ellen blushed very deeply; she could 
not ans\\-·er a question ,vhich called down 
confusion on th€ head of her who asked 
it-one, too, ,vhon1 she ,vas inclined to 
love, and ,vhose petulance to,vards her­
self, however unprovoked, she had al­
ready forgiven: she looked ,vistfully in 
the face of her mamma, ,v ho replied for 
her-
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·" ,ve all think you are much to be 
pitied, because you are evidently a poor, 
little, forlorn, jgnorant child, ,vithout 
friends, and under the dominion of a 
cruel ene1ny, that renders you so fright­
ful, it is scarcely possible for even the 
1nost hun1a11e people to treat you :with 
kindness, or even endure you." 

i:Iatilda involuntarily started up, and 

exan1ined herself in the looking-glass­
" If I had happened to be your own 
daughter, 1na'a1n," said she, c1~ying again, 
"you would ·not have thought me ugly ; 
but because I come from ·Barbadoes, yott 
don't like 1ne; and it is cruel and ,vic:ked 
-to treat 1ne so ·: but I will go ·back-I 
·will, I will!" 

" I wish 111ost sincere} y you had never 
con1e, for it is painful to 1ne to ,vitness 
the folly and sin you are guilty of; but, 
since you are here~ I will endeavour to 
bear with you until I have found a good 
school to send you to; if you ·would give 
y ourself ti1ne to consider, you would 

know· 
\ . 
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know· that the enemy I spoke of is your 

ovvn temper, which would render even 

pe1fect beauty hideous ; you know very 

·well that I received you ,vith the great­

est kindness, and that you have outraged 

that kindness. But I can forgive you, be­

cause I see that you are a silly child, who 

fancies herself of importance; whereas 

children, however they may be situated, 

are poor dependent creatures." 

Matilda ansvvered only by a scornful 

toss of her head, and uttering the word, 

'' dependent !" 
" Edmund," said Mrs. I-Iare,vood, 

taking no notice of her insolent look, 

"you are a strong, healthy boy, forward 

in your education, capable of reflection, 

and decidedly superior, not only in age, 

but wisdom, to any other in the room ; 

ans,ver me candidly, as if you ,vere 

speaking to a boy like yourself.-Do you 

feel it possible so to conduct yourself, 

that, if you ,vere left alone in the ·world, 

you could be happy and independent?" 

c " 1\'.ly 
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" l\ily dear ma1nma," said Edmund, 
" you n1ust be laughing at n1e; a pretty 
figure I should cut, if I were to set up 
for a n1an without any one to advise 111c 
how to act, to command n1e when I was 
wrong. and to 1nanage every thing for 
n1e; how could I do right without my 
papa, or some proper guardian ? and how 
could I be happy ·without you, 1nam1na ?' 

As I~dmund spoke, he tenderly threw 
his arms round his mother, and the other 
two instantly followed his exan1ple, cry­
ing-" No, no! vve could do nothing 
·without you and dear papa: pray do 
stay with us, and make us good." 

As they spoke, the tears were in their 
eyes, and lVIatilda ,vas affected; she re-
1nembered the tender embraces of her 
o\vn mother, and she had likewise the 
consciousness that she had often turned 
a deaf car to her tender expostulations. 
She was convinced that these children, at 
this very time, enjoyed a sweeter pleasure 
than she had ever experienced from the 

gratification 

I . . 
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gratification of her desires, and she even 
longed to own her fol1y, and gain her 
share of J\lrs. Harewood's caresses; but 
pride still struggled in her heart, and 
though her reason ,vas convinced of the 
truth, that children are indeed depen­
dent on their friends for all that renders· 
life valuable, yet her te111per still got 
the better, and she resolutely held her 
tongue, though she ceased to look haugh­
ty and ill-humoured. 

CHAP-
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I 

CHAPTER III . 
..,..,,,,.,,.,,.,..,..,,,,..,.,..,.....,. 

THIS interesting display of natural feel­
ings ,vas interrupted by the hasty re­
entrance of l\1r. Harewood, followed by 
Betty, the housemaid, who, in entering 
the door in a hurry, had fallen down a 
step and hurt her forehead, and was now 
brought forward by her good master to 
claim the ready assistance of her kind 
and skilful mistress. 

The children were full of concern and 
condolence with Betty, and with great 
tenderness shrunk when they sa\v their 
n1amma bathe her forehead ·with vine­
gar, as they knew it must smart ex­
ceedingly ; and Ellen could not help 
saying-" Ho,v good Betty is ! she ne­
ver says oh!" 

" No, l\1iss," said Betty, " I know 
your 
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your mamma does it for my good; and 

though she gives me some pain, yet she 

saves 1ne from a great deal more." 

In a few minutes, Betty declared the 

, s1narting was quite gone; and the chil­

dren were so glad, that Matilda began to 

think, though they were foolish, yet they 

were certainly happy, and she wished she 

could feel as happy as they did. 

When Betty was gone, the tea came 

in, and Mrs. Harewood ordered a large 

plate of toast, as she recollected Matil­

da's scanty dinner. Thomas once hand­

ed it all round, and ~Ir. Harewood then 

said-" Set it down; when the children 

,vant it, they ,vill ask you for it." 

All the children remembered poor 

Matilda's wants, and in order that she 

might have plenty, ,vithout any more 

being ordered, or any thing in reference 

to the past being n1entioned, ·with the 

true delicacy of feeling, forbore to eat 

any_ more, so that ~'.latilda CO"tJld not 

repeo1.t their words in asking, which she 
c 3 no,v 
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no-w determined to do. She ,vas very 
hungry, and the toast looked very 
tempting, as it stood on the cat before 
the fire. 

l\fatilda looked at the toast and then 
at the footman ; her cheek glowed, her 
eye \Vas subdued, but her tongue did 
not move. Thomas, however, handed 
her the toast, and she then articulately 
said-" Thank you." 

This was heard, but no notice was 
taken; they kne\v that much false shaine 
attends the first efforts of pride and pas­
sion, and they feared lest even approba­
tion should be misconstrued. .. In order to divert the general atten-
tion, l\frs. ·Harewood said-" I forgot 
to ask Betty ,vhat made her run in such 
a hurry as to occasion her accident, for 
I gave her leave to go out, and stay till 
nine o'clock, and it is only seven now, 
I believe." 

" I believe, madain," said Thon1as, 
very respectfu1ly! '" she can1e home in 

hast('. 
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haste, because her sister is brought to 
bed of twins; and as you ·were so good 
as to promise her so1ne candle, she can1e 
to tell the cook to 1nake it, and likewise 
to get some little matter of clothing, 
from her own clothes, for the baby, that 
is unprovided." 

" Poor woman !" said iirs. Harewood, 
" ·we must all help; this little stranger 
has a claim on us." 

Ellen clapped her hands-" Oh, 111a1n-
111a, may I 1nake it a nightcap?" 

" Yes, my dear, I will get son1e old 
linen, and cut out a few things after 
tea." 

" I will give you a crown, my dear,'' 
said ~ir. Harewood ; " as I cannot assist 
in sewing, I must help to buy needles 
and thread." 

" And I ,vill give you a shilling, 
mam1na," said Edmund;" if you please." 

" Oh dear," said Charles, " I an1 very 
sorry, but I have only fourpence, be-

e 4 cause 
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cause I spent all my money on 1ny new 
kite; but if that will do any good, 
mamma,--" 

" :~twill do good, Charles, and I will 
not grieve you by refusing it, because 
I see you are sorry that you have no 
more, and that sorrovv will teach you 
anoth{ 'r time to be provident, and then 
you will not be under the necessity of 
giving your last farthing, or refusing to 
be charitable ,vhen such a case occurs 
again." 
_ Ellen handed Charles's fourpence to 

her n1am1na; and as she did so, she put 
a sixpence behveen the pence, so as not 
to be seen by l\1atilda, lest it should 
see1n like a reproach to her; and as she 
slipped the whole into her 1nother's 
hand, she said-" I hope, man11na, you 
will be so good as to let l\'liss Hanson 
make a little cap for the baby ?" 

" I don't like to sew," said Matilda, 
rising, " at least not such things as 

these; 

• t 
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these ; I think a bit of calico to wrap 

the pickaninnies in is the best, and I'll 

give that to buy some with." 
As she spoke, she threw half-a-guinea 

on the table, with the air of one desirous 

of exhibiting both generosity and wealth, 

and looked round-with an eye that asked 

for admiration. 
No notice was taken. Mrs. Harewood, 

opening her own purse, took out half-a­

crown, and then counted all that she 

had got: in doing it, Ellen perceived 

not her sixpence, and she then, with 

modesty, but without any shame, said 

- " I believe my sixpence must have 

slipped down." 
" I did not know you gave me one, 

child." 
" Yes, but she did, for I saw her," 

said Mr. Harewood, " though she was 

not aware that I did. She gave it in 

silence, not from affectation, but a kind 

motive towards one who could not ap­

preciate it ; but we will say no more on 
c 5 this 
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this point. Ellen, you have gratified 
your father: I see in your conduct the 
genn of a gentlewoman, and what is in­
finitely more precious, of a Christian." 
• Ellen sprung to her father's anns, and 
jn his affectionate kiss found a rich re-
1-vard. 

For a moment :i\Iatilda thought to 
herself, what a piece of ,vork is here 
about sixpence, ,vhile they take no no­
tice at all of a bright golden half-guinea! 
but still her understanding con1hated _ 
this thought, and she ,vas con1pelled to 
inforin herself that all the present con1-
pany saw beyond the surface, and truly 
<:1stiinated the gift according to the spirit 
and the power of the donor. 

Betty now caine in, and l\lrs. I-Iare­
wood gave her the money, telling her 
to buy son1e frocks ,vith it. Observing 
the servant eye the half:guinea, she said 
-" Tltat was the gift of l\1iss Hanson; 
she is very rich, it see1ns, and gives out 
of her abundance. I ain sure you will 

he 

\ 
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be grateful to her; but if your fellow­

servants, Betty, should spare, out of the 

little tin1e they have, as much as ·will 

enable them to assist you in the making 

of these things, they will be the best 

friends you meet ·with, for labour is 

much greater charity than 1noney." 

Betty replied, that she was n1uch 

obliged to all her friends, both above 

and below, and especially to poor Zebby, 

·who had offered, with her lady's leave, 

to sit up all night with her sister. 

" She has not only 1ny leave, but my 

approbation, especially as your accident 

has rendered you unable. Tell Zebby, 

I will spare her for a ·week on this truly 

charitable occasion." 
lVith many thanks and courtesies, 

Betty withdrew, and Ellen was soon, 

like her 1nar11ma, busy with her needle; 

) 'Ir. Harewood, drawing a celestial globe 

to,vards hiin, began to give his sons 

son1e instruction, which interested the1n 
c 6 exceedingly : 
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exceedingly : all ·were employed, all 
happy, but l\Iatilda, whose uneasiness 
was in fact considerably augmented by 
the idea of Zebby leaving the house; for 
though she used her ill, she had a regard 
for her, the extent of which she ,vas not 
aware of till now that her heart was a 
little softened, and her judgment en­
lightened, by the transactions of the day. 

After fidgeting about for s01ne time, 
she at length took up a needle and 
threaded it, and then drawing more 
timidly towards l\.1rs. Harewood, she 
said-" I don't mind if I do sew a little 
bit." 

Eager to seize upon any good symp­
tom, Mrs. Harewood gave her a little 
cap carefully doubled down, saying­
" You see this is double; in these coun­
tries, the babies, or pickaninnies, as you 
call them, must be kept ,varm." 

" I called that wo1nan's twins picka­
ninnies, because I thought she -,vas poor 
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-a kind of servant; we do not call 
,vhite children so, only little negroes." 

" They are all the same with us, and 
will be so with you, I hope, by and by; 
indeed they always were with sensible 
good people. But, Matilda, what long 
stitches you are taking ! I shall have all 
your work to pick out again.;' 

" I believe I cannot sew indeed." 
" So it appears; nor can yon play a 

tune, or read a French lesson, nor write, 
nor draw : poor little girl ! you have a 
great deal to learn; but, ho\vever, keep 
up your spirits ; if you are diligent and 
tractable, you will conquer all your diffi­
culties; humility and industry will en­
able you to learn every thing." 

" How very strange it is," said Matil­
da to herself, " that these people appear 
to pity me, instead of envying me, as 
they used to do in Barbadoes, and as I 
thought they \Vould do here ! besides, 
they are not angry with me, even when 
they find fault with me, and they seem 

to 
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to wish n1e to be good, for the sake of 
being happy." 

These thoughts son1elvhat soothed the 
perturbed boson1 of the spoiled child 
until the hour of rest, when the ren1e1n­
brance of the good-tempered negro's 
destination rose to her 1nind, and she 
la1nented her absence and blamed her 
exceedingly for leaving her to go after a 
,voman she had never seen in her life; 
but, on the following day, she evinced 
that the lesson she had received was not 
lost upon her ; she appeared asha1ned of 
her ignorance, and ,villing to learn ; and 
as all her young friends ·were very ·will­
ing to instruct her in whatever they had 
the power of communicating, she soon 
began to make s01ne progress in her 
education: she was a child of an acute 
1nind, excellent capacity, and, when 
roused to exertion, unusually quick ; 
an~l; being at an age ,vhen the 1nind ex-

. 15ands quickly, it was no ,vonder that 
she soon gave evident marks of in1prove­

ment. 
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n1ent. It was observed, that as her 1nind 
beca1ne enlightened, her manners ,vere 
softened, and her petulance less obtru­
sive, though she was seen to suffer daily 
fron1 the habitual violence of her tem­
per, and that disposition to insolence 
which unchecked power is so apt to 
foster in young 1ninds. 

l\Irs. Hare,vood found the care of l\'.Ia­
til<la greatly increase her task of ma­
naging her family, as one naughty child 
frequently 1nakes another, by raising up 
a spirit of contention and ill-humour; 
and Charles was so frequently led into 
sallies of passion, or ten1pted to ridicule 
that fault in his ne,v cmnpanion, that his 
parents often la1nented that they had 
accepted such a burdens01ne charge; but 
when they sa,v any syn1pton1s of im­
provement in her, they ,vere ever happy 
to foster the good seed ; and in the con­
sciousness that they were not only rais­
ing up a hun1an 1nind to virtue and hap­
piness, but preparing an iinmortal soul 

for 
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for heaven, they thought little of their 
own trouble, and were even truly thank­
ful that she had been entrusted to their 
careful examination and affectionate dis­
cipline. 

CHAP-

A 
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AT the end of the week, Zebby came 
home, according to appointment; and 
having paid her respects to her excellent 
lady, she ran up stairs, and entered the 
apartinent where the two young ladies 
·were getting the tasks assigned them 
by lVIrs. Harewood. When Matilda first 
beheld her, she had a great inclination 
to e1nbrace her, for her heart bounded 
to,vards the only creature she had been 
acquainted ·with from her cradle, but she 
suddenly checked herself, and pretended 
to continue her reading; but Ellen spoke 
to her kindly, . though she told her that 
she was so situated as not to be able to 
chat at present. 

Zebby comprehended this, and ,vould 
have withdrawn; but not to have a single 

,vord 
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,vord froin her ·whom in her heart she 
still considered as her young mistress, 
the faithful creature could not endure, 
and after waiting son1e n1inutes in vain, 
she dropped a second hu1nble courtesy, 
and said-" How yon do, l\lissy? 1ne 
verry glad see you larn hooky, but me 
hopes you spare one look, one ·wordy, 
for poor Zebby; me go a·way one long 
,veeky to nurse white n1an baby, pretty 
as you, l\Iissy." 

" Yes," said l\iatilda, reproachingly, 
" you ,vent away and left 1ne very will­
ingly, "though it ,vas to wait on a person 
you never saw before." 

" Ah, ~iissy ! you no lovee 111e, and 
poor white woman lovee n1e much. You 
1nakee beer spit in 1ny face; she givee 
111e tea-gruel out of her own cup. You 
callee me black beetle; she callee n1e 
good girly, good nursy, good every ting." 

l\Iatilda gave a deep sigh ; she well 
ren1embered that it ,vas on the very day 
of her outrage that Zebby had quitted 

her, 
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her, and in her altered sense of justice 
she could not help seeing the truth of 
the poor negro's statement; she looked 
up with an ingenuous sense of error de­
picted on her countenance, and said-" I 
an1 sorry, Zebby, that I used you so ill, 
but I will never do it again." 

'"fhe poor African was absolutely asto­
nished, for never had the voice of con­
cession been heard from the lips of !1a­
tilda before, even to her o,vn parents, 
and the idea of her humility and kind­
ness in this acknowledg1nent so deeply 
affected the faithful creature, that, after 
gazing at her in admiration for a 1noment, 
she burst in to tears, and then clasping 
her hands, she exclaimed, in _a broken 
n1anner-" Oh, tankee God ! tankee 
God! pretty ~·Iissy be good girly at last; 
her lovee her good 1nam1na, her pity poor 
negro, her · go up stairs when her die. 
Oh, n1e be so glad, great God lovee my 
dear lHissy now !" 

l\·Iatilda felt the tears suffuse her own 
eyes~ 
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eyes, as the kind heart of her late faith­
ful slave thus gave vent · to its natural -
and devout emotions, and she gave her 
hand to Zebby, ,vbo kissed it twenty 
times. Ellen was so delighted with this 
proof of good disposition in l\'Iatilda, and 
with the honest effusions of the poor 
negro, that she could not forbear gratify­
ing her own affectionate little heart, by 
running to tell her dear mamma, who 
truly rejoiced in every proof of l\'Iatil­
da's amendment, and doubted not but it 
·would prove the forerunner of virtue in 
a child who appeared convinced of her 
faults, and desirous of improving hersel£ 

It was now near Christmas, and l\'lrs. 
Hare,vood was inquiring for a boarding­
school ·where she could place l\riiss Han­
son. She would have prefe1Ted keeping 
her at h01ne, and having a governess 
·who might attend to the instructions 
necessary both for her and Ellen; but 
the bad temper and insolent airs of i\fa­
tilda would not hithe1·to admit of this 

plan, 
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plan, since l\irs. Harewood could not 
bear the idea of subjecting an a1niable 
young person, w·hom she designed for 
that situation, to be tor1nented with a 
girl of her description. She was well 
aware that in schools two faults never 
fail to be cured much sooner than they 
can elsewhere ; these are impertinence, 
or insolence, and affectation : the one ren-. 
ders us disagreeable, the other ridiculous 
in the eyes of our circle of society, and 
every 1nember in the community of 
,vhich a school consists, assists the efforts 
of the ruler in punishing the one and 
laughing at the other. 

To return to our story. One morning, 
,vhen Matilda got out of bed, she went 
to look whether the morning was fine, 
and the moment she got to the window, 
eagerly cried out, in great surprise­
" Ellen, Ellen ! get up this moment, and 
con1e to the ,vindo,v ; the whole world is 
covered with white! and see, there are 
thousands and thousands of little white 

feathers. 
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feathers coming from the skies, as if the· 
angels ·were e1nptying featherbeds upon 
the earth.*" 

" It snows," said Ellen, cahnly; "' I 
recollect my papa told us you had never 
seen it snow." 

" ,vhat is snow?" 
" ,v e ·will ask Edmund ; he can tell 

you n1uch better than I can." 
The surprising appearance thus ·wit­

nessed, induced l\Iatilda to hasten down 
stairs, ·where Edmund \Vas writing his 
Latin exercise. " Do pray tell me," she 
cried, " ·what sno,v is, and why I never 
sa,v it before?" 

" Snovv" said Edmund " is nothinc; ' , b 

but drops of rain, which, in passing 
through the cold air, become congealed 
or frozen. If you take this pretty light 
substance into your warn1 hand, it will 
n1elt and beco1ne a rain-drop again." 

As 

#.· This is verbatim· the language of a little \Vest 

Indian. 
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As Ed1nund spoke, he opened the 
window a very little way, caught some 
snO"w, and shewed her the effect he 
spoke 0£ 

" But why did I never see this in 
Barbadoes ?" 

" Because Barbadoes lies nearer to the 
sun than England, and is n1uch ,varmer, 
even in winter; therefore the rain-drops 
never pass through that region of cold air 
,vhich freezes them in northern climates. 
If you ·were to go farther north, you 
,vould find still more sno,v and ice, the 
sa1ne I sa,v you looking at yesterday. I 
will lend you a little book ·where ,you ·will 
see a description of a palace of ice, and 
of ,vhol~ mountains of sno,v, called Gla­
cieres; and, if you please, I ,vill sho,v 
you that part of the globe, or earth, in 
·which these effects begin to take place. 
But, my dear Ellen, pray lend l\Iatilda 
your tippet, for she looks as much frozen 
as the sno,v; she must take great care of 
herself in this cold climate." 

Ellen 
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Ellen threw the i;>inaf ore she was go­

ing to put on over the neck of the 
shuddering Matilda, and then ran nimbly 

before them towards the globe, on which 

Edmund was going to lecture; neither 

of the1n looked in Matilda's face, but 

Charles, who just then happened to enter, 

perceived that silent tears were coursing 

each other down her cheek. His con1-

passion was moved; he apprehended that 

the cold, which he felt hiinself to be se­

vere, had made her ill, and he inquired 

what was the matter with her, in a tone 

of real commiseration. 
" I am so-so very ig11orant," said 

l\fatilda, sobbing. 
" Oh, that's it !" cried Charles, gaily; 

" then you and I may shake hands, for 

I am ignorant too." 
" Oh no, European children kno,v 

every thing, but I am little better than 

a negro ; I find what your mamma said 

,vas very true-I know nothing at all.'' 

" Dear lVIatilda, how can you say so?" 
said 
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said Edrnund; " though you have not 
read as much as we lrnYe, yet you have 
seen a great deal 1nore tl1an any of UG, 

and you are the youngest of the cmnpa­
ny, you kno"r· Consider, you haye 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean, seen groves 
of orange-trees and spices gro,v, and the 
whole process of sugar-making. You 
know the inside of a ship as well as a. 
house, and v:e never saw· any thing bet­
ter than a sloop, or sailed anywhere but 
on the Thames." 

" Besides," said Charles, " you have 
seen 111onkeys and parrots, and 111any 
other creatures, in their ov:n country, 
and 1nany curious fish on your voyage. 
Oh, you nndcrst~nd natural history 
1nuch better than we do." 

" And if you understood nothing. at 
aH," added J;llen, kiudly pressing her 
hancl, H n1an1n1a says it is only "Cci[ful 
ignorance that is blarne.1ble." 

l\Intilda ·wept still 1nore, ,vhile the 
children thus tried to comfort her. 'l'his 

1) di ~trcsscd 
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distress€d thcn1 all, but they rejoiced to 
see their parents enter the roorn, per­
suaded that they ·would be able to yielcl 
her 1nore effectual relief; and Ellen in­
stantly besought their attention to the 
suqjcct, by relating as 1nuch of the fore­
going conversation as ·was necessary. 

" No, 110, it is not exactly that l mn 
crying for," said l\1atilda, interrupting 
her; " it is because I have been so very 
11aughty, and you are all so-so-so-" 

" So ·what, 111y dear?" said .i\Ir. Harc­
,,·ootl, drawing her towards him, and 
placing her between his legs in the saine 
111anner he ,vas accuston1ed to let Ellen 
stand, when she ·was 1nuch jn his favour. 

The action, ho,yever kindly n1cant, 
for a tin1c redoubled her te· · -;, and the 
children, understanding their man1111a's 
look, withdre·w to the i-00111 where they 
usuallv breakfasted, ·without the least .I 

syn1pto1n of discontent, although they 
perceive'l their man1ma fill a cup of tea 
for ... 1atilda at her own table. 

lVhcn 
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\Vhen they ,vere gone, and the little 

airl had son1evd1at recovered, Thir. I-Iarc-
o 
lrood whispered her-" Did you 1nean 

to say, my dear, that n1y children ,vere 

so clever, or so proud, or so what?" 

" Oh sir, they ,Yere so good! that "'US 

"·hat I ,Yanted to say; for there was Ed­

rnund, ,vho ahvays looked so grave, and 

"·as poring oYer his books, he talked to 

n1e quite kindly, and never n1adc the 

least gan1e of 1ne, for all I n1ust look 

like a fool in his eyes, ,vho bas seen the 

sno,v all his life. ..And then Charles, 

who is so full of fun and nonsense, ancl 

,vho I always thought could not abide 

111e, he spoke to 111c as if he ·were sorry 

for n1e, ncl n1ade it out that ·we ·were 

both i ·norant alike; ancl when I re1nern­

bercd ho,v I had looked at the1n, and 

behaved to thern, I felt as if 1ny heart 

,vould break. Ellen is al ways so good, 

that I did not think so 1nuch of her 

kindness, but nobody knorvs--" 

.Again the repentant girl ,vept, and at 
D ~ length 
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length ·with difficulty proceeded-" ::.\1 o­
bocly knows ho\v dearly I love her .and 
you too." 

She received the kindest assurances 
fron.1 both l\Ir. and l\I rs. Harev{ood of 
their affection, and that they entertained 
no doubt hut she would co1npletely con­
quer her bad tcniper, now she saw how 
1nuch it was not only her duty but hap­
piness to do so ; and l\1r. Harewood as­
sured her that he had no doubt, but in 
the course of a few years he should see 

her as sensible, good, and well-informed 
as his O\Yn children. 

" And then I shall not be an object 
of pity, sir?'' 

" X o, you will be one of affection and 
esteern.n 

H Oh, I doubt that must never, never 
b') ,,, 

c : 

'· :t{ ~Yer de~pair; though you have 
nrnil J' battles ,vith yourself: yet never 
reli1ur 1ish the hope of final conqne~t, 
und be assured you wil1 fin<l every vie .. 

to:ry 
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tory easier than the last. ,·vhcn you 
.find pride rising in your heart, think on 
your ignorance, and it will 1nake you 
lnnnble; and when you are inclined to 
be angry ,vith those around you, rc­
n1c1nber what you have this <lay con­
fessed respccti~1g their kindness, and it 
will 1nakc you bear \Vith the preseut 
vexation; and if at any tiine you are 
discomfited in any pursuit, either of vir­
tue or knowledge, recollect what I no-w 
say, that ·with nrn.ny faults, yet you have 
s01ne 1nerit, and 1nay therefore reason~ 
ably hope to attain n1ore." 

" n ·ave I indeed?" said the now.hurn­
blecl girl. 

" Yes, you have an inquiring 1nind,. 
,Yhich is one great step toYi[!r<ls th-2 at­
tain1nent of knowledge, and yon arc 
sincere and open-hearted, which c1w.blcs 
vonr friends to see what is the real bent ., 

of your disposition, fr01n ,vhid1 circun1-
st~ncc they are ahYays enabled to giYc 

you the advice really necessary for your 
D 3 cnse; 
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case; and I hope, ·with this groundv 
,vork of good, you will become a very 
different girl before vve have the plea­
sure of presenting you to your mother.'' 

1\1r. I-Iare·w0od rose as he said these 
·rrords, and left l\iatilda calm in her spi­
rits, but deeply revolving what he had 
said in her 1nind. 

CI!.A.P-
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CII.AP'I'Ell 

Fno:u this ti1ne ~.Ia6lda fdt as if her 
heart \Ycrc lightened of a hcayy load, anu 
she looked up to l\'lr. and )frs. I-Iare­
,vood as friends \vhon1 it ,,·ns her duty 

to obey and her privilege to loYc, and to 
the children, as b.·others, whose pleasures 
,Yere dear to her as her own; and tlic 
,varinth and openness nf her tcn1per na­
turally led her to display 1nore than usual 
friendship whcreyer she professed xt at 

all. I-Iappily, with all her faults, she 
,Yas neither 1nean, artful, nor <lc<.'.citful; 
so that the ·worst part of her disposition 
by open to the observation of those good 
friends, ·who, like skilful physicians, only 
lvoundetl to cure her. 

The errors of 1\latilda were those 
which ncycr fail to attach to cxtren1~ 

D 4 indulgence-
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lndnlge1.ce-pride, i1npetuosity, haugh. 
tiness, ins01enct\ and idleness. ....r\ccns­
to1ned to consider all aToiind her as Loni 
ior her UJf and mnnsen1P.nt, ehe cow­
:rrrnndcd vd,cre she should have entreat­
~:iit ~nd resisted v:here she ought to have 
cibc::,,-cd; · bn t w he<a she found that hc1· 
v . .-ea1th, pov.-cr, and consequence were 
,:nknov:n, or uttc-dy disi·egarded, and 
that sh2 couJd only oc estcc1n<:'d for l1er 
good qualities, even her self-loYe tended 
to a\Yc her of her idleness; and instead of 
drn:wiing out-" Zebby, bring n1e this,'' 
4

: i.,..c)n fool, fetch 1ne the other," she ad-
1ninistcrecl to her o,vn wants, and ob­
tained hee ,Yishcs at so n1uch less ex-. 
pence than she had once thought pos­
~ihk, tlrnt even her 01yn convenience 
taught her the ,,·isdon1 of ·waiting upon 
herself. She imputed the change, which 
could not fa.il to be re111arked, to the di-
1nate-and unquestionably it is n1ore 
easy and pleasant to be active in a cold 
country than a hot one; but her friends 

were 

i', 
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,-rere well aware that the change in her 

n1ind was greater than that of her coun ... 

try, and they fon,vardcd .this happy effect, 

by rendel'ing the studies in ,v hich she 

engaged as delightful to her as possible, 

in or<ler that by prosecuting then1 she 

1night becon1e less liable to rest her hap­

piness on that vain pon1p, useless sho-w, 

-and tyrannical po·wer, v~T hich ,vere wont 

to delight her. 
As, ho'wever, all bad habits are slowly 

eradicated, and it by no 111eans follo,rs 

that even the erroi- ,,·e have lan1ented 

und acknowledged should be so torn 

fro1n the heart that no traces rcrnain, so 

it would happen, fro111 tin1e to ti1nc, that 

1.\Iati1da v,·ould fly iuto violent passio:ns 

with the servants around her, as ·with 

her young co111panions; and even when 

tLcse were suppressed, she was apt to 

• giYe herself airs of in1portance1 and des­

cant on the priYileges sh~ enjnyed in her· 

o,vn countrv, wher.e she,vas fanned, when 

D 5 she 
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she ·was hot, by slaves upon their knees, 
and borne about in a stately palanquin; 
·where the 1nost exquisite fruits were 
cm1tinuatly presented to court her palate, 
and the n1ost costly dresses that 1noney 
could procure purchased to please her; 
·where every slave tren1bled at her anger, 
or rejoiced in her sn1ile, and where she 
should one day return to rejgn as abso­
ln te as an en1press. " ,v e11/ said Ellen, one night, as this 
conversation took place in the play-room, 
" I 11111st ov,rn I should like to live at 
Barbadoes for one thing-I should like 
to set all the slaves at liberty, and dress 
their little chjldren, and 111ake all happy: 
as to all the other good things and grand 
things, I really think \Ye have quite suf­
ficient of the1n at home; for I suppose 
there are no n1ore books nor charities 
in yoi.u country than ours, l\fatilda, and 
surely there can be no greater pleasure 
in this ·world than reading the 'Parent's 

,Assjstant,' 

. ,. 



'IHE BARJL\DOES GIRL, 59 

.A.ssistant,' and giving clothes and food 

to poor children ·when they arc really 

hungry and starving?" 

" Certainly not." cried Charles; " de-• 

})end upon it, Ellen, l~ngland is the 

finest land in the ·world, llnd though I 

should like to see oranges and pine-ap~ 

ples gro\V, I confess, and the poor slaves 

at their 1nerry n1eetings, all dancing 

away, with their ,voolly heads and white 

teeth, as happy as princes, yet depend 

upon it, t11ere is nothing else half so beau­

tiful as with us. England is unqncs~ 

tionably the 1nost beautiful, excellent, 

rich, delightful country upon the globe." 

.A.s Charles spoke, he fixed his eyes 

upon Ed1nund; for, although the ar­

dour of his spirits rendered hi1n a great 

dealer in positive assertions, he wa.s yet 

so conscious of his inferiority in knov: .. 

ledge to his elder brother, that he seldo1n 

felt satisfied with the1n, unless thev ,vcre ., 

stan1pcd by his brother's Gpprohation. 

l~clniund, in a11s,ver to his appealing 

D 6 ~ve . , 
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eye, said-~' I ain as ·well convinced as 
you can be, Charles, that England con1-
bines n1ore advantages than any othe1· 
country, and that ·we either have in our­
selves, or obtain fro111 other countries, 
·whatever is n1ost worthy of possessjon; 
and the two good things \vhich Ellen 
lrns n1entioned, as c01npl'isi!1g what sbe 
considers the greatest pleasures of ex­
istence, arc undoubtedly to be had here 
in pcrfoction; but I must O\Vn I should 
like to sec Tiarbacloes prodigiously, for 
n property ,vhich none of you have yet 

. d " .,11cnt10:1e . 

" lVlrnt, have not I 1nentioned it?'' 
said l\1atilc1a. 

"}Io, l\Iatilda; you have been so 
n1uch taken up ,vith fine verandas, 
grand dinners, kneeling slaves, luxur:i­
ons pal~inq uins, orange groves, ancl deli­
cious sweetmeats, that you have never 
0;1ce boasted of yo11r pure air, and the 
glories of your evening sky, where all 
the plane-ts cshinc wi h such a giov-.ring-

1nstrc, 
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lustre, that, ~fr. Edwards tells us, Venus 
is there a kind of 1noon in the light she 
sheds upon the earth, and those stars 
which are scarcely to be discerned here 
are beheld in that enchanting air as 
bright as the stars of Orion with us.'' 

" ,,Tell," cried Charles, " that 1nnst 
all be because Barbadoes, and the othel' ,,r e&t-India islands, are so 1nuch nearer 
the sun, and I cannot say I have any de­
sii·e to be in such a hot neighbourhood." 

'" No, Charles, that is not the reason; 
for, although it is the fact, yet you can­
Hot suppose that their difference can be 
perceptible, in that respect, to those hea­
i::enly bodies ,vhich appear to rese1nble 
only<limnond sparks,from their irnmense 
distance. The brilliancy of which I 
speak arises fr01n the greater purity of 
the air: ·we frequently see objects here 
through a kind of Yeil, which, though 
too thin to be perceptible, has yet its 
effect upon all objects; in some cases it 
~Hers, or rather bestows a co!onr, _ ·whic~ 

doe, 
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does not properly belong to thcn1; fre­

quently impairs their forin and beauty, 

but son1eti1nes adds to their sublin1ity, 

and invests then1 with imposing great­

ness, proportioned to the obscurity \Yith 

which they are enveloped." 

" I don't understand all that Ed1nunc1 

says," observed Ellen, with a rnodest but 

not sheepish look, "but I should be glad 

to know Yvhether s01nething is not the 

1natter with the snn ,vhen it looks cop­

per colour, like the lid of a stewpan; 

because in sumrner ti1ne, I rerncn1bcr, 

·when we "-ere out in the fields, it used 

to be brjght golden yello,v, so glorious 

and full of s11ine, as it ,vere, that looking 

at it even for a 1nomcnt n1ade n1y eyes· 

ache, and thousands of bh ck and green 

spots to c01ne into thcn1.!' 

" ]i·Iy dear Ellen, though you did not 

understand aH the 1vords I useu, it is 

yet pla-in yon did c01nprehend the sense, 

as you ha\'~ bro1 16ht fonvr~rd an exan1-

ple of this effect of the atn1osphcrc, 
which 

\'J 
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which ,ve all witness every day; the 
fogs and exhalations through which ,ve 
vievr the sun are the sole cause of that 
dingy appearance you remark, and even 
jn the su1n1ner tiine, as the sun descends, 
you 1nay perceive he becon1es more and 
more red and dark as he approaches the 
horizon. I have therefore no doubt 
but the veil, or vapoury substance, of 
which I speak, is but a little distance 
fro1n the earth; for I observe, that as the 
sun rises into the heavens, he grows n1ore 
brilliant fro1n surmounting this veil." 

" Did you find this out of yourself, 
Echnun<l ?" 

" I noticed it one day to my papa, and 
he explained it; he told 1ne too that all 
the beautiful variety of colours ·which ·we 
observe in the setting sun n1ust be in1-
puted to this en.use; he taught n1e at the 
su!11e ti1nc to distinguish shadows in the 
v1Hter by reflection, and those which are 
refra ... cted, and rnany other things, which 
r1:ndered n1e nn1ch more delighted ·yrith 

the 
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the country than I had eyer been be­

fore, and n1ore fond of dear pnpa for 
taking the trouble to infor1n 1ne." 

" '7\T ell then," said Ellen, " when we 
go do,vn to Rich1noncl next su1nmer, 
you 111ust explain every thing to us, and 
,ve will love you better than ever, dear 

Ed1nund; and I ,vill say the ode to Eton 

College to yon in n1y very best n1an­
ner; perhaps l\Iatilda ·will be able to say 
it before then, and--" 

" Go forward, Ellen." 
"I ,vant to know-zc:c want to know 

·what it me-ans in that poem, where it says, 

' Grateful Sc:ence still aclorcs 

Iler Henry's !Joly shade.' 

"\Y-hat fa a holy shade, Edrnund ?" 
" It is a poetical expression, n1 y dcat, 

n1eaning that ,ve of the present day are 

grateful to the founder, Hen~y the Sixth, 
who ,vas a religious, and probably ~ 

learned man, although very unfortunate 
as a king·, 

.-, Oh," 
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'· Oh," cried Ellen, " I ren1e:m ber aH 
about hin1; he was deposed by E<hvard 

the Fourth, whose two sons were after-
1vards n1urdered in the Tower by their 
wicked uncle, Ilichanl the Third.'' 

" I rem ~mber t hcd," said }!atilda, ti­
n1id1y, yrt ·with that kind of pleasure 

vd1ich indicated a sense of approfl.<:!ling 
her superior in knowledge, and being 
~cnsiblc that this ,vas the only kind of 
superiority ,vorth possessing. 

Scarcely, ho\vever, hacl she spoken, 

,vhen Charles, throwing hi1nself into a. 

theatrical attitude, exclaimed - '" 1\.. v ! ., 

but do you rc1nen1ber the 1nan that 
looked like !tim-to this saine Henry. 

'\Yho drew Priam's curtaiHs in the dead of night, 

1\nd \, ould have told him haif bis Troy was burnt?'• 

" No indeed," said both the girls, sta­
nng. 
· Charles bnrst into a loud laugh at 
their innocent surprise at his violent 
gcsticnbtic.n an<l gri.n1ace.-

"I know· 
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" I kno,v ,vhat you n1can," said Ellen, 
rather poutingly; " yes, I kno-w it ~rery 

"·ell, though 1 don't choose to talk 
about things of that kind, because I have 
always been told that none but ignorant 
and foolish people did so." 

" But I entreat you," said Charles, 
" to tell 1ne ·what you think I 1nean, for 
I ain sure you surprise me now as 1nuch 
as I did you." 

" VVhy, I suppose lienry's holy shade 
1neans spirit, and it was that which drew 
Priain's curtains in the dead of night (or 
1Yhich he thought did), though it ,vas. 

}Jrobably only the house1naid." 
1-igain Charles burst into an in11node­

rate fit of laughter, exdai1niDg, " House­
n1aid ! adn1irable ! upon 1ny word, I~l­
Icn, you have found a personage in the 
old king's establislnncut l-Ion1cr never 
thought of." 

" I never read IIon1er," said Ellen, 
si1nply. 

" No, child, you need not tell us that," 
continued 

wnti 
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eontinucd Charles, n1ost provokingly 

continuing to laugh, until poor Ellen 

1,vas c01npletely disconcerted, and looked 

in the face of Edu1und ,vith such an ap­

pealing nir, that he assnn1ed a look of 

n1uch 1norc serious remonstrance than 

was usual, as he thus addressed his bro­

ther-" ·y· ou n1ay.: langh as long as you 

please, sir, but your lvhole conduct in 

this aff:1.ir has she,vn so much less kno,v­

lcdge, as ,vell as good sense, than Ellen 

herself has displayed, that really I should 

not ·wonder if a n1on1ent's recollection 

111ade you cry as heartily as you 110",Y 

laugh." 
., Indeed!" said Charles, suddenly 

:stopping. 
"' Y cs indeed. In the first place, there 

can be surely no doubt but you and I 

have read a great deal n1ore than the 

girls, and could at any tin1e pu?:zlc and 

distress the1n by various quotations; but 

when they n1ake inquiries to increase 

their o·wn stock of kno-wledge, it is our 
duty,. 
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tluty,and ought to be our pleasur~, togive 
the1n information, not confusion, ·wnich 
you evidently intended to do; besides, ii. 
is rude, almost jnhu1nan, to oppress any 

person, eYen by the possession of thJ.t 

which is in itselfpra:sc,vortby; and as the 

end of a11 conversation is, or ought tn be, 

in1provc1.:1cnt,a person -Yrhoin any HHl1l1H:r 

checks the spirit of inqni y and frpe dis­
cnssion hinders th2t end. VV e a11 k1101v 

that English history is a1l ·which Ellen 

lrns <lipt into, and in the litt1e she pre­

su1ned to utter on the subject, she \Vas 

perfectly correct; whereas you, in your 

exhibition of 111ore reading, 111a<le a pal: 
pab1e error, since I{o111er nm11cs n1aids 

repeatedly as belonging to the palace; 
and ,vc cannot donbt their being em­

ployed as our houscinaids arc, since their 

oflices are often particularized." 

" .A. n1ighty piece of "'ork truly," said 

Charles, " for just quoting t;vo lines of 

Shakespeare!" 
"No, no, Charle. ; 'tis not- for the quo­

tation, 

,,.,i• I 
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tation, but the manner, and you cannot 
but see yourself how erroneous an idea 
,,~as taken up in consequence: ho-w often 
does papa say people can never be too 
plain and si1nple, too downright and un­
equivocal, in their explanations to chil­
dren, otherwise they plant ,vords rather 
than ideas in their minds, and create a 
confusion which it 1nay take 1nany a 
year of afterthought to unravel." 

" I was very foolish," said Charles, 
looking at Ellen with the air of one who 
v;·on<lcrcd lio-w it had been possible to 
give pain to that little gentle heart, 
which song11t only to besto,v pleasure 
on all around it. Ile was about to speak, 
but befare he had ti1ne, his fond sister 
had read his heart, ann. throYving her 
anns round his neck, she exdai1ned­
"' I know you n1cant nothing, dear 
Charles: no, I know you didn't; only 
yon arc so fond of being funny." 

The eyes of Charles did indeed no,v 
twinkle with a tear, nnd ~'.Iatilda, ·who 

was 
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was quick to discern, and acute in a11 

her feelings, lvas 1nuch affected. lVhen 

they retired, she revolved all the conver­

sation in her n1ind; she sa-w clearly that 

virtue and knowledge ,vere the only 

passports to happiness, and the Ten1e1n­

brance of her mother's desire to teach 

her various things, ,vhich she had either 

shunned fron1 idleness, or rejected with 

insolence and ill-hun1our, rose to her 

1nincl; and the unhappy indulgence of 

her fotLer appeared to her in fa1· differ­

ent colours to what she had ever beheld 

it. She becan1e frequently disturbed, 

and full of painful reflectjon; yet she 

evidently took much pains in ~ttaining 

kno~ . ...Iedge of the task assigned her, and 

in conquering those risings of temper 

which ·were becon1e inherent in her 

rnind. Notwithstanding her frequent 

fits of abstraction, in ·which it was evi­

dent some great grief was upperinost in 

her mind, yet, as her nature led 11er to 

be cornmunicafrve, and she ·was ::.1eYcL· 
subject 



0 

·t 

THE BARBA.DOES GIRL. 71 
subject to be sullen, the fan1ily did not 
press her to reveal her trouble., thinking 
that at the proper tin1e she ,vould repose 
confidence in the1n; and accordingly, as 
she sat one day alone ·with l\Irs. I-Iarc­
,·vood, the following conversation took 
place behveen them. 

CHAP-
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CHAPTER vr: 
.,..,. ,..,. .,..,,..,..,..,..,. .,.,..,..., .,...,,.. 

l\IATILDA, after a long silence, in which 
she ·was endeavouring, but in vain, to 
arrange her ideas, and caln1 the incessant 
beating of her heart, said, tin1idiy and 
abruptly, ·with her eyes fixed on the car­
pet-" Do you think, n1a'ain, that if El­
len had ever been very, very naughty 
and saucy to vou,, who are so good to 
ltcr, that you could ever really in your 
heart forgive her?" 

" I certainly shonld consider it 1ny 
duty to punish her for her dlsohediencC', 
by withholding rny usri.a1 expressions of 
love, m1d 1ny general indulgences fro1n 
l1er; but I should nndoubte<lly forgive 
her, because, in the first place, God has 
com1nan<led n1e to forgive all trespasses, 

and 
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and in the second, 1nv heart ,vould be ., 

drawn naturally tovvards n1y ov{n child: 
" But surely, dear J\,1rs. I-Iarewood, 

it is worse for an o'ttin rhild to behave 
ill to a parent than any other person?" 

"Undoubtedly, n1y dear, for it unites 
the cri1ne of ingratitude to that of dis­
obedience; besides, it is cruel and unna­
tural to he guilty of insolence and hard­
hearteJness towards the hand which has 
reared and fostered us all our lives­
vvhich has loved us in despite of onr 
faults, watched over our infancy, instruct­
ed our childhood, nursed us in sickness, 
and prayed for us before ,ve could pray 
for ourselves." 

" l\Iy n1ainn1a bas done all thjs for n1e 
a thousand tin1cs," cried l\1ati1da, burst­
ing into tears of bitter contrition, ,vhich, 
for sorne time, 1\Irs. I-Iare,vood suffered 
to flow unrestrained; at length she 
checked herself: but it was onl~: to Yent ., 

her sorrow by self-accusation - " Oh 
1na:m11 ! you cannot think hov1 yerv ill 

•' 
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I have behaved to my dear, dear 1nothfT; 
I have been saucy to her, and bad to 
every body about 111-c; n1any a tin1c 
haYe I vexed her on purpose, and 
when she scolded n1e, I ·was so pert au<l 
disobedient-you cnn forn1 no idea ho,v 
bad I was. If she spoke ever so gently 
to n1e, I used to tell my papa she had 
been E.colcling rric, and then he would 
blame her, and justi(y 111e; and many a 
tirne I have heard deep sighs, that see1n­

cd to cmne fr01n the very botto1n of her 
heart, and the tears ,vculd str.ncl in her 
sweet eyes as she looktrl at rne. Oh 
v:ickcd-wickcd chihl that I was, to 
grieve such a good n1an1ma ! and now 
we are parted such a long, long way, 
and I cannot beg her pardon-I cannot 
shew her that I mn trying to be good; 
perhaps sbe nrny die, as poor pnpa did, 
and I shall never, never see her 1nore." 
. The agonies of + he repentant gi1 l, as 
this affiict1ve thought ca1ne over her 
n1ind, arose to desperation, and .1\-Irs. 

llarewood, 
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fiarewood, ,vho felt for her with the 
truest solicitude, endeavoured to bestcnv 
s01ne co1nfort upon her; but poor 1\:Ia­
tilda, ·who ,-vas evei- violent, even in her 
better feelings, could not, for a long ti1ne, 
listen to the kind voice of her consoler­
she could only repeat her own faults, re­
capitulate aH the critnes she had been 
guilty of, and display, in all their native 
hideousness, such traits of ill-hu1nour, 
petulance, ungovernable fury, outrage, 
ous passion, and vile revenge, as are the 
llatural offspring of the hun1an heart 
when its bad propensities are nurtured 
by indulgence, particularly in those 
·wann countries, where the 1nind par­
takes the nature of the soH, and slavery 
in one race of beings gives power to all 
the bad passions of another . 

.. At length the storn1 of anguish so far 
gaye v;ay, that l\Irs. I-Iare·wood ·was en­
abled to c01nmand her attention, and she 
seized this precious season of penitence 
and humilitv to im1wint the leadino-. ~ 

E 2 truths 
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truths of Christianity, and those plain 
and inyaluab1c doetrines Yvhich are de­
th1~iblc frotn thc1n, and evident to the 
capacity of any sensible child, without 
leading fron1 the 1norc in1111ediate object 
of her anxietr, as l\lrs. Harewood very 
justly con~ludcd, that if she sa,v her er-
ror as a child, anJ could be brought to 
conquer her fi1ults as such, it ·would in­
clude c\·ery virtue to be expected at her 
ti1ne of life, and ·would lay the founda­
tion of all those ,vhich ·we esti1nate in 
the fcrnale character. 

" Oh,n cried l\fatilcla, sobbing, " if I 
could kneel at her feet, if I could hu111-
Llc n1yself lower than the lowest negro 
to 1ny clear 1nmnnrn, and once hear her 
say she forgave 1ne, I could be cmnfortcd, 
but I du not like to be cmnforted with­
out this; I an1 :!ngry at n1yself, and I 
cught to be angry." 

•~ 13i1t, 1ny dear litt]c girl," replied )Irs. 
1Ia,:e;.vood, " though you cannot thus 
J1un1blc yourself in your body, yet you 

.are 
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are conscious that vou are htn11blcd in ., 

your n1ind, and that yonr penitence ,vill 
render you guarded for the ti111e to con1c ;. 
and let it be your consolation to know, 
though your rnothcr is absent, the ears 
of yout heavenly Father are eyer open 
to your sorrows; and that if you lai.nent 
your sins to hiin, he will assuredly ac­
cept your repentance, and dispose the 
heart of your dear n1other to accept it 
also. I sincerely pity yon, not as here­
tofore, for your follv, but for vonr sor-• ,/ .J 

ro-w; and in order to enable you to con.1-
prehend " 'hat I 111ean by repenting be­
fore God, I ,vill c0111posc you a short 
prayer, ·which ,vill both express your fed­
illgs, and ren1ind you of your duty to­
,vards yourself and your n1other.1

' 

l\Iatilda received this act of kind1 tCf,S 

fron1 her good friend ,Yith real gra­
titude, and when she bad c01n1nittcd it 
to 111en1ory, and acloptccl it in addressing 
.Ahnighty God, she found her spirits rc­
Yive ·with the hope that she should one 

ES day 
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d;.1.y prove ·worthy of that kind parent', 
'.vhom, Yv hen she lived with her, she was 
~00 apt to s1~ght and. disobey. As her 
j.udgnknt became n101·e enlightened, -she 
r-a\.Y mere clear1y into the errors of her 
p~;-t education, and bccan1e perfectly 
awQre th«t tl:e ]ove of her too-indulgent 
fatht·r h[ld been productiye of innu1ner-

"l l . 1 J .f'. l Sl .c l ao e u::;111~. ns v;:e! as 1au1ts. 1e 1oun<. ..l , 

hC'rse:f n1neh rnore happy now than she 
Lad ev(.T 1x:('11 in her life, vet she had ne-., 

Yer so fe,v indulgences; she had no 
~hvcs to Yvait on her, no little black 
t hi1drcn to cxecu te her con1n1ands and 
sn lnnit to her ic1nper; she was not 
coaxed to the dainties of a luxurious ta­
ble, nor had costly clothes spread before 
her to court her choice, nor any foolish 
friend to retail a1I she said, as if she were 
a prodigy of ,-rit and talent, and all 
these things, she well re1ne1nbered, ,vere 
accorded to her as a kind of inheritance 
in Barbadoes; but along with the111 she 
ren1emberec1 having violent passions, in 

which 
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"\1✓hid1 she c01n1nitted excesses, for which 
she afterwards felt keen ren1orse, because 
she sa-w how they wounded her 1nother~. 
and sharned even her doting father-il1-
lnu11our and low spirits, that rendered 
e-very thing irkson1e to her, and 1nany 
pains and feYers, fro1n ,vhich she ,\1as 
now entirely free; and she found, jn the 
conYersation, books, and jnstructions of 
her young- friends, an1use1nent to which 
nothing she had enjoyed before ,vould 
bear con1parisou; for what in life is so 
delightful as knowledge, except the sense 
of haying pcrfonncd son1e particular be-­
ncfit to our fello,v-creatures? 

CIIAP-
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CI-IAPTER ·v11. 

IT will be readily supposed that, ·with 
the hopes now entertained of l\Iatilda's 
conduct, IHrs. 1Iarelvood dicl not hesi­
tate to pcovide the governess we have 
spoken of, and accordingly l\·Iiss Cainp­
bell ,,vas soon established in the fc·unily. 

She found J\1atilda rapid in her ideas, 
persevering in her pursuits, but prone to 
resentrnent on every trifling occasion, 
and still subject to finding herself cause 
for repentance; on these occasions l\liss 
Campbell conducted herself with cornpo­
sure and dignity, as if she considered a 
petulant child below the notice of a, sen­
sible ,voman; by this 1neans the pride of 
the culprit was humbled, she ,vas taught 
to retre::1d her first steps, and perceive 
that she 1-vas an irn::ignificant being, 

ob]iffcd 
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obliged to the suffrage of her frien<ls, 
and only capable of being valuable in 
proportion to her docility and amiable 
conduct. 

l\Irs. Harewood had been accusto1ned 
to give her children the treat of a ball at 
Christinas, but on this year she put it 
off until lHidsn1nn1er, partly be<.'.ause she 
,Yas afraid, in so large a party, and with 
such various dispositions, ~latilda n1ight 
not be able to conduct herself with per­
f€ct propriety during a whole evening, 
and partly because she ·wished lier to 
learn to dance; for) although this ,,ras in 
her eyes a very secondary accornplish-
1nent, ,vhen cmnparctl to solid kno\v­
lec.lge, yet, as a hcalthfnl and innocent 
an1use1nent, and called for, in order to 
form the person in that station of life in 
which J\Iatilda was likely to n1ove, she 
desired to see her acquire at least as 
inuch of it as would p1~cserve her fro1n 
the appearance of avvlnvarclncss. It ,vas 
an object of anxiety ·with this ti nly-1na 

E 5 ternaI 
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ternal friend to saYe her fro111 all unne­
cessary n1ortification, at the saine time 
Bhe earnestly desired to see her tractable, 
hu111ble, and gentle. 

Tin1e noYv passed mvay pleasantly, for 
all were occupied, and therefore happy; 
the idle arc subject to 1nany errors, and 
therefore 111anv sorrows, fr01n ·which the ., . 

busy are ex.cn1pt. 
The good governess studied the te1n­

per and disposition of her pupils, and 
drevv then1 forth in the happiest manner, 
not by rnaking exhibitions of their at­
tainrnents to others, but by shewing 
them ·what ,vas necessary to themselves 
for their improvement. She considered 
the work of education as sowing good 
seed, which shall spring up ·with vigour 
in adva,.ncing life, in proportion to the 
depth of the soil, and its preparation for 
receiving it. 

lVhilst.l\'Iiss Can1pbell inculcated those 
branches of polite learning which give a 
grace to virtue, she ,vas stiH n1ore dc ­

~irnu · 
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sirous of inculcating virtue itself, by 
gtafting it on religious principle, and 
that " fear of God, ·which is the begin­
ning of wisdom." . 

The children of l\Irs. I-Iarewood had 
been taught, frmn their earliest days, 
that prudence and chatity 1ntrst go lrnnd · 
in hand; but it retnaiucd for l\Iiss Can1p­
bell to in1press this salutary truth on tlie 
1nind of l\Iatilda, w-ho ·was naturally 
very generous, but debased that feeling 
by ostentation, and ever sought to in:. 
dulgc it "'ith a vain and hurtful profu­
sion, until she ·was becon1c enlightened 
by her young prcceptrcss, who likewise, 
in 1nany other points, regulated those 
desires in her pupils ·which blend good 
and c,,il, and require a firn1 and delicate 
lirnnagen1cnt. She \\·as very solicitous 
to render thcn1 active, both personally 
and 1nentally, kno,ving that the healtlt 
of both body anc.l 1nincl depends- upon 
their due exerci~e, and that n taste for 
~tudy is yet perfectly comp~tible "·ith 

1;: 6 those: 
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those various exertions to which the du­
ties of a ,~·oman always call her, in 
·whatever sphere she 1nay have occasion 
to 1nove. 

n'.Iiss Can1pbell wished to save her pu­
pils alike from that perpetual fidgetti­
ness '\Yhich renders so n1any fen1ales 
unable to amuse themselves for a sin­
gle hour, unless their hands, feet, and 
tongue, are en1ployed, and that pertina­
cious love of reading, "·hich renders then1. 
utterly unable to enter into the comn1on 
daims of society, while a ne,v story is 
pursued, or a ne"\-v study developed; she 
considered these errors as diseases in the 
n1ental habit it ·was her duty to prevent 
or eradicate, since they 1nust be ever in­
consistent ,vith general duty and indi­
vidual happiness. 

Ti1ne passed, the vacation arrived, 
and the young people had the pler.sure 
of all rnccting again. Matilda was nearly 
as glad as Ellen to see Ed1nund and 
Charles, who, on their parts, were much 

· irnpl'oved~ 
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improved, and delighted to find the girls 
so. l\Iatilda ·was, in every respect, al­
tered, and although she had not Ellen's 
s,veetness of te1nper and amenity of 
1nind, yet she had greatly conquered her 
propensity to passion, ,vas very obliging 
in her general manners, and considerate 
to her inferiors, and attached to Ellen, 
her governess, and l\ir. and l\frs. Hare­
,vood, ,vith a tenderness and gratitude 
that was very mniable, and even af­
fecting. 

CHAP-
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ONE day, wl1en Ed111und and Charles 
had been at hon1e about a v:eek, the lat­
ter ran eagerly into the sitting-parlour; 
crying out-" Oh 1nan1n1a ! there is Bet­
ty's sister down stairs, with the poor lit­
tle twins in her anns, which ·were born 

just ,vhen l\Iatilda caine; they have 
short frocks no,v~ but I perceive they 
have no shoes; suppose \\re young ones 
subscribe, and buy then1 s01ne, poor 
things! there is 1ny eighteen-penny· 
piece for shoes, n1an1n1a-shoes and hats 
too, if we can raise n1oney enough." 

~lrs. Hare1yood could not help smiling 

~t Charles's eagcrne. s, as she ren1e1nber­

ccl the useful 1nortification he had expe-­
rienccd the last tin1e his charity was call­
ed upon; and as she took np the money, 

she 
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she observed to him-" I an1 glad to see 
this, Charles; it is a proof you are 1nore 
provident than you used to be; and, 
with your propensity to spending, it re­
quires no little effort to save, in a large 
school, where there are always 1nany 
ternptations. I think your proposal is a 
very good one, and ,vhilst I am collect­
ing the 1noney, pray step down stairs, 
and tell Betty to bring up the little in­
nocents-we shall all be glad to see 
the1n." 

Charles fle,v out of the room, and jn 
less than a minute returned with the 
n1other, carrying a babe in each arm. 
She ,vas a very decent ,voman, the ·wi­
do\v of a soldier, who died before his 
poor children ,vere born; she now en­
deayoured to 1naintain herself and them 
by taking in washing, together with the 
pay of the parish, which, although s1nal1, 
she received very. thankfully, and 1na­
naged very carefully. 

·· Look, n1an11na ! lrhat pretty little 
feet 
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feet they have/ cried Ellen; "I an1 sure 
Charles ·was a good boy to think about 
shoes for the1n-·was it not very kind of 
hi1n, l\Iatilda? because you kno-w boys 
seldo1n love little babies so 111uch as 
girls do." 

l\1atilda answered " yes" mechanical­
lv, for her mind ·was abstracted, and af .. 

,I 

fected by the ren1e1nbrance this scene 
,vas calculated to inspire. l\Irs. flare-­
wood, feeling for her evident en1barrass-
1nent, sent the poor vY01nan down stairs 
to take some refreslunent, and then laid 
a three-shilling piece, as her own share 
of the contribution, besides Charles·s 
subscription, on the table. 

Edin und laid a shilling on the table, 
saying-" If n1ol'e is wanted, I will give 
you another with great pleasure; I 
hope, 1narnma, you /i,•1ww that I \vill ?:' 

" Yes, Ed1nund, I do know that you 
will do any thing in your power, for you 
are rcgu lar and prudent, as ,vell as a 
kind-hearted boy, and therefore have al-
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ways got son1ething to spare for the 
wants of others; I perceive too that 
yon have the good sense to exmnine the 
nature of the clain1 made upon you, and 
that you give accordingly: you are 
a,vare, and I ·wish all the young ones to 
be so likewise, that this, although an act 
of chm·ity, is not callel for by any in1-
1necliate distress; it is not one of those 
cases which ,vring the heart and drain 
the purse, for the poor won1an is neither 
unprovided ,vith lodgings or food, and 
,vc ought always to keep sornething for 
the sake of sufferers of that description; 
I ,vish you, children, to be free and libe­
ral, for ·we are told in the scriptures that 
' God loYeth a cheerful giver;' but, in 
order to render you also frequent givE:rs, 
you 1nust be prudent ones." 

" I have only one shilling in the 
,~.orld," said Ellen, laying it on the 
table. 

"Then sixpence is as n1uch as you 
ought to give," said l\1rs Harewood, 

g1v1ng 
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g1v1ng her a sixpence in change, wI1E-n~ 
observing that she took it ·with an air 
of reluctance, she said-" l\'f v dear Eilen. ., , 

be satisfied; you are a little girl, and 
have not half your brother·s alk)'wance; 
you know-it is sufficient." 

·\Vhile this ·was passing, J\I~tilda had 
been fun1bling in her pocket, and blush­
ing excessively; her n1Jnd ,vas full of 
painful recollections, yet frat1ght ,vith 
glean1s of satisfaction, but she wished 
very n1uch to do two very contrary 
things, and ·whilst she still hesitated, J\1iss 
Can1pbell said-" Here is another six­
pence, n1a'am, which I will take, and 
give you an eighteen-pence, as I wish to 
gi-ve you a shilling, with Edmund's pro­
viso." 

" But," said l\iatilda, with a n1ixture 
of eagerness and hesitation, " then there 
will be no change for n1e, and I wish to 
give the san1e as .Ellen; don't I want 
change, 1na'am? I-I believe I do." 

There ,vas, in this confusion, and the 
b]nsh 
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bhrnh which deepened in her cheek, a 
sornething which shevved Ivirs. flare­
wood a great deal of v,hat w2s pnssing 
in the 1nind of this self-convicted, but 
con1passionate and ingenuous chil 1. }Vin,. 
IIareYrood took her shiHing, and re­
turned her sixpence, which she evident­
ly received with pain, but an effort to 
s1nilc, as Ellen had donL', in return io: 
the sn1ilc of her rnarn:na . 

.. A.fter a short pause, n frs. 1-Ian::·soor1 
said-" \\Tell, J\Iatilda, yonr delic:.1cy is 
now satisfie~-you have not affected any 
display of hun1anity, or ostentatious ex­
hibition of wealth, in order to luunblc 
your young friends; but I perceive your 
heart is not satisfied; that heart is really 
interested in these babes, and conscious 
that it is in your po-wer to do n1ore, you 
arc 1nortified at stopping short of your 
own wishes and their ,vants." 

" Oh dear, n1a'an1," replied l\'.Iatilda, 
" yon haYe read all the thoughts of n1y 
heart (at least all but one), and if you 
think it right, and Ellen lrill not think 

n1 .. e 
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111e proud, I wiH indeed be yery glad if 
you 1vill accept a cro,-rn for n1y subscrjp­
tion." 

" I shall receive it ,vith pleasure; and 
I can venture to assure you, that n1y 
children will neither feel envy, anger, or 
any other emotion, except joy, at seeing 
the little objects of their care benefited, 
and you happy, for they have been 
taught only to value such actions, ac­
cording to the motive in one party, and 
their usefulness to the other: but, l\Ia­
tilda, if it is not a very great secret, I 
should be glad to know 'what that one 
other thought in your heart ·was, ,vhich 
I did not guess, upon this occasion ?',. 

nlatilda did not find this question so 
easy of reply as l\Irs. 1-lare\i'ood bad 
expected it to be; she blushed and hung 
down her head; bat, on perceiving that 
l\'.Irs. Harewood ·was going to release her 
from .all necessity of reply, she struggled 
to conquer what she deemed a ·wenkncss 
in herself, and answered thus-" "\ Vby, 
tny dear madam, I ·was thinking what 

1. 1 a 1tLe, 
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a little, proud, stubborn, ill-behaved girl 
I ·was, at the ti111e when these twins 
,vere born, and we first n1ade a subscrip­
tion for this poor wo111an; I reme111ber­
cd too ho,v miserable I was, anc1 alto­
gether how much I had to lan1ent, and 
I felt as if I could like to do son1ething 
to prove hovv thankful I ain to God for 
bringing 111e into a fan1ily like yours, 
,vhere every day of n1y life I 111ay learn 
son1ething good, and where I have been 
a great deal n1ore happy than ever I 
,vas before, eycn in the house with 1ny · 
own parents." 

3.Iatilda stopped a mon1ent, as if sl1c 
thought her confession had perhaps in­
frjngecl on her duty; but recollecting 
that all her past sorrow ha<l been laid to 
the proper account, which -Yvas her own 
bad te1npcr and pri<lc, she again proceed­
ed in it. 

" YVhcn I thought on these things, I 
.can1c close up to you; but 1ny heart 
Lcat so quick, I could not speak, or ebe 

I had 
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I had a guinea in 1ny hand, the last my 
dear n1a1nn1a gave rne, and I ·wished 
very much to ghe yoa that; but then 
the n1cn1ory of rny foolish pride, the last 
tin1e, can1e again into n1y 1nind-I be­
can1e ashan1ed, and detern1ine<l in all 
things to be guided by Ellen, who is al-
111ost a year older than n1e, and a great 
deal better." 

" No, no-not better," said Ellen~ 
·warn1ly; and eYen her brothers, who 
lo-reel her yery clearly, struck with the 
same admiration of _jiatilda's frankness 
and generosity, exclaimed-" lr uu arc ~ 

as good as Ellen 1wrc, )Iatilda-indcccl 

YOU aret' 
.t 

l\I rs. }Iarewood, tendcrlv kissin .~ her, 
• l. 

.assured her of her approbation, saying-
" .. All you have saii:1, 111y dear, tends 

c1eeic1ecl1y to prove that your 1nin<l is 
indeed properly impressed ·with your 
d.nty, both tov.;arcls God and n1an~ and 
that you have the n1ost sincere desire to 

conquer those faults \vhic-h you han:~ al-
ready 
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ready greatly an1ended; therefore I aiu 
deterinined to per1nit you to exercise 
vour benevolence in the most extensive ., 

n1anner your heart could ·wish, knolv­
ing, as I do, that your fortune is fully 
equal to an act of charity, and that your 
good n1an1n1a ·will not fail to approve 
of it." 

'" Thank you, thank you, dear l\Irs. 
I-Iarewood ! oh, y,911 are n1y English 1110-
ther, and I love you n1uch more than 
any other persoi1 in the ·world, except 
ll1V Barbadocs 111cll1lllla." 

The children r~1gerly crovYdcd round 
tlH:ir n1other's chair, to hear what the 
goo<l. news ,vas, ,vt1ic~1 pron1ised to bc-
11dit s~~lly, and n1ake ir!atilda happy. 

" I knov.~," said l\i!rs. ILn-e,vood, " that 
the purchase of a n1anglc ·would set up 
the poor ,vmnan in her profession as a 
washerwmnan, and e11able her to earn at 
least ten shillings a-,Yeek rnore. It ·was 
n1y intention to purchase one for her 
111yself at Christn1as, but I could not do 

it 
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it before, as my charity-purse has been 
very much run upon lately. '\:Vhen l\lr. 
Harewood con1es in, I will ask for the 
1noney, and to-11101Tow ·we v1ill all go in 
the coach, and see l\Iatilda purchase it: 
but, rny dear girl, suppose you just step 
and inforn1 the poor wo1nan of your in­
tention, ,vhich I am certain you had 
rather do ·without witnesses; it ,vill not 
only increase her pleasure, but enable 
her to prepare her apartrnent for such a 
noble and useful piece of furniture." 

niatilda left the roon1, but returned 
ahnost inn11ctliately. 

" You have been very quick," said 
Ellen, in rather a 1nur1nunng voice ; 
" I ·wanted to know ·what she said, ancl 
how she looked when you told her the 
good news." 

" I did not speak to her myself-I 
com1nissioncd Zebby to do it, for I kne-w 
it would give her quite as much plea­
sure as the porn: w01nan herself could re­
ceive, and surely she has a right to re-. 
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ceive every good I can bestow, as a slight 
atonen1ent for the pain I have so very 
frequently given her." 

S_carcely had l\Iatilda given this proof 
of consideration and amiable feeling, 
,vhen Sally and Zebby rushed into the 
roon1 together, follo,ved by Betty, who 
,vas truly grateful for the kindness thus 
hesto-wed on her sister-

Sally, with tears of joy, thanked her 
young benefactress; her ,vords were few, 
but they were those of respect and 
thankfulness, and shewed she was deeply 
sensible of the benefit she experienced. 

Poor Zebby, delighted with the good­
ness of her young mistress, audibly ex­
pressed her pleasure vrith all the charac­
teristic ,varmth of her country, and not 
a little pride of those virtues which she 
fancied she had assisted to nurture.­
" Oh," cried she, H dis be 1ny own beau­
tiful 1\Iissy own goodness ! she 1nakee 
joy in her n1am1na heart! she n1akee 
poor negro all happy-singee and dancec 

F every . 
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every body; no n1ore whip 1nassy Buck­

raman-every body delight, every body 
glad, every body good Christian, when 
l\Iissy go back!" 

The spontaneous effusion of joy, ut­

tered by this daughter of nature, affect­

ed all the party, and the joyful bustle 
had not suLsided when I\1r. Hare·wood 
entered. On being illft)nned of the cause, 
he gave his full assent, and produced the 
n1oncy necessary for the purchase of the 
1nangle. 

The follov;ing day was pleasantly en1-
ploycd, in arranging the poor wmnan's 
new ricquisition ; and as lVIatilda con­
ten1platecl her grateful, happy counte­
nance, au 1 became acquainted vi·ith the 
nianner in vd1ich the nrnchine would be 
worked, and the Yalue it was of in 
sn1oothi11g linen, she felt the full value 

of a usdbl life, and a sense of in1port­
ance ,nis annexed to her character, dis­
tinct from the idle consequence ·which is 
the result of 1~1nity and pride, and which 
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,vas perfectly con1patible with that self­
distrust and true hu1nility which was 
now happily taking a deep root in her 
young 1nind. 

l\'.Irs. Hare·wood, in perce1 v1ng the 
fruit of her maternal cares thus happily 
exe1nplified in l\iatilda's i1nprove1nent, 
yet did not thence relax in her vigilance; 
for she ·well kne1v, that along ·with the 
corn will spring the tare~ in every 
young 1ni11d, and that the virtue of one 
day does not exen1pt from the vice of 
another during the years of early life ; 
and there were still 1nany points in which 
the errors of her Barbadoes education 
,vere but too visible, and which called 
for the pruning hand of a sensible and 
pious friend. 

CIIAP-
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CI-:IAPTER IX. 

THE foolish indulgence of l\Ir. Han8011 
had in no respect been 1nore injurious 
to his only daughter than in the unre­
strained pernnss1on to eat of whatever 
sLe liked, and as n1tlCh of it as she could 
swallo,v. 

On arriving at l\:Ir. Hare,vood's, she 
found herself at a loss for n1any of the 
s,veet and rich dishes she had been ac­
customed to eat of at her father's luxu­
rious table; for, although theirs ,vas very 
well served~ it consisted generally of plain 
and wholesome viands. Under these 
circu rnstances, l\Iatilda n1ade ·what she 
considered very poor dinners, and she 
en<lea.youred to supply her loss by pro­
curing s,veet things and trash, through 
the n1ediun1 of Zeb by, ·who, in this par-

ticular, 
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ticular, ,vas 1nore liable to mislead her 
than any other person, because she kne,v 
to ,vhat she had been used, having fre­
quently ,vaited upon her when the little 
gorn1andizer had eaten the ·whole of any 
delicacy ,vhich had happened to be pro­
vided for the company. 

l\frs. Hare·wood had found nluch dif­
ficulty in combating this evil, especially 
on Ellen's account; for, as l\1atilda was 
not covetous, it ,,·as natural that she 
should share ·with her only con1panion a 
part of the raisins and almonds, figs, gin­
gerbread, biscuits, or comfits, which she 
,vas continually 1nunching; and this she 
had a particular aversion fron1, not only 
because it is bad for the health, and lays 
the foundation for innu1nerable evils in 
the constitution, but because it renders 
young people hateful in their appear- · 
ance, since nothing can be n1ore unlady­
like or disagreeable than the circun1-
stance of bei11g called to speak ,vhen 
your mouth is full, or displaying the 

F 3 greediness 
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greediness of your appetite, by cran1-
1ning between 1neals, stealing out of a 
room to fill your n1outh in the passage, 
or silently moving your jaws about, as if 
you had got the 1nun1ps, and being 
obliged to blush ·with shame '\'hen 
{!aught in such disgraceful tricks. 

In order to guard against this habit, 
1'-1.rs. Hare,vood posith·ely forbade her 
servants from bringing any thing of the 
kind into the house; bnt poor Zehby, 
from habit, still obeyed her young l\tlis­
sy, and, besides, she had no idea that the 
enjoy1nents of fortune ,vere good for any 
thing else than to pamper the appetite; 
so that, fron1 one cause or other, it ·was 
a long time before she could be brought 
to desist fron1 so pernicious a practice. 
As: however, the 1nind of l\latilda 
strengthened, and she began to e1nploy 
herself diligently in those new branches 
of education, no,v i1nparted to her, she 
insensiblv beca1ne weaned from them; ., 

and at length, jnspirecl with a sincere de­
sire 

., 
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sire to i1nitate her young friends, she 

broke herself entirely fro1n this sensual, 

disgusting, and degrading vice, and wjll­

ingly adopted, in every thing~ the sim­

ple wholesome fare partaken by the fa­

mily of the young I-Iarewoods. 
It ,vas undoubtedly owing to this 

te1nperance that she preserved her 

health, and even enjoyed it 1nore than 

she had ever done, notwithstanding the 

change of clin1ate; but, alas! the good 
sense, resolution, and forbearance she 

thus acted with, was not followed by the 

humble conipanion of her voyage. 
The change Zcbhy experienced in 

J\lr. Hare·wood's comfortable kitchen, 

fron1 the si1nple pulse to which, as a 

slave, she had been accustomed in the 

,vest Indies, was still greater, though in 
an exactly contrary line, than that of 
her young lady. Zebby soon le2.rned to 
eat of the "good roaster and boiler;" she 

sat down to and exchanged the si1nple 

beverage of water for porter and beer, in 
J? 4 consequence 
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consequence of which she became 1nuch 
disordered in her health; and when l\Irs. 
Harewood prescribed a little necessary 
physic, as her 1nild persuasions were en­
forced by no threat, and the prescription 
appeared to the unenlightened negro a 
kind of punishment she had no inclina­
tion to endure, there was no getting her 
to swallo,v the bitter but salutary po­
tion. 

Zebby had been a Jong ti1nc feverish 
and subject to headaches, when the cir­
cumstance mentioned in the last chapter 
took place, and ,vhich so exhilarated her 
spirits, that she declared she would be 
the first person ,vho should use the ne,v 
mangle which " her pretty 1\'Iissy givee 
poor Sally." 

It is ,vell known that the negroes are 
naturally extre1nely averse to all bodily 
labour, and that, although their faithful­
ness and affection are such as to render 
the1n capable of enduring extren1e hard­
ship and niany painful privations .. yet 

they 
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they are rarely voluntarily industrious; 

and it is therefore a decjsive proof of 

Zebby's real kindness, that she thus ex­

erted herself in a ,vay so purely English. 

Unhappily a 1node of labour entirely 

new to her, and, in her present sickly 

state, requiring more strength than she 

possessed, although, had she used it free~ 

ly s01ne tin1e before, it would have done 

her good, was no,v too much for her, 

and she came home co1nplaining, in dole­

ful accents, that " poor Zebby have 

achies all over-is sometirnes so hot as 

Barbadoes, sometin1es so cold as Lon­

don." 
l\Irs. Harewood ,vas well a,vare that 

the good-ten1pered negro was seized 

with fever, and she sent i1n1nediately for 

her apothecary, ,vho confir1ned her fears 

and prescribed for her; but as there ,vas 

no getting her to s,vallo,v 1nedicine, he 

,vas obliged to bleed her, and put a blis-
" ter on her head, ·which, however, did not 

prevent 
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prevent her from becoming delirious or 
several days. 

Poor Zebby was, at this tin1e, trou­
bled with the 1nost distressing desire to 
return to Barbadoes, and all her ravings 
,vere to this purpose; and they were na­
turally very affecting to 1datilda, who 
never heard the1n without being a little 
desirous of uniting her own wishes to 
behold her native country, especially 
,vhen she heard it coupled with the 
naine of that only, and now fondly be .. 
loved parent, from whom she was so far 
separated, and her tears flowed freely 
,vhen she visited the bedside of the poor 
African. Ent her sorrow increased ex­
ceedingly when she learnt the danger in 

· ,vhich poor Zebby stood, and found that 
her death ,:vas daily expected by all 
around; bitter indeed ·were the tears she 
then shed, and she would have given the 
,vorld to have recalled those hasty ex­
pressions, angry blows, and capnc1ous 

actions 
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actions, ,vhich had so often. afflicted her 
hu1nble attendant, ,vhose fidelity, love, 
humility, and services, she now· could 
fully estimate, and whose loss she could 
deeply deplore. 

l\Irs. Hare·wood endeavoured to c01n­
fort her under this affiiction, by leading 
her to vie,v the consolations which re­
ligion offers to the affiicted in general, 
and she explained the nature of that be­
neficent dispensation whereby the learn­
ed and the ignorant, the poor and the 
rich, the slave and his master, are alike 
brought to receive salvation as the free 
gift of God, through the 1nerits of our 
merciful Redeemer, and comforted her 
,vith the hope, that although poor Zeb­
by's mind was but little enlightened, and 
her faith co1nparatively uninfor1ned, yet 
as, to the best of her kno-wledge, she had 
been devout and hu1nble, resting her 
claims for future happiness on that cor­
ner-stone, " the goodness of Gou in 
Christ .Jesus," so there ,vas no reason to 

F 6 fear 
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fear that she would not leave this ·world 
for a far better, for " a house not n1ade 
with hands,. eternal in the heavens." 

)latilda's mind was deeply in1pressed 
·with this holy and · happy consolation, 
but yet she could not help lamenting 
her own loss in one w horn she no longer 
considered her slave, and little better 
than a beast of burden, but as her coun­
try1-voman, l1er friend, the partaker of 
that precious faith by which alone the 
most wise, ,vealthy, and great, can hope 
to inherit the kingd0111 of heaven ; and 
she could not help praying for her re­
storation to health with all the fervour of 
which her heart ,vas capable, and n1any 
a pro1nise, 1ningled with her prayer, that, 
if it pleased God to restore her, she would 
never treat her ill again ; and these pro­
n1ises she likewise repeated to l\lrs. 
IIarewood and her governess. 

Neither of these ladies lost the oppor­
tunity thus offered of in1pressing on her 
1nind the dnties which every "'01nan, 

whatever 
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·whatever n1ay be her rank or situation 
in life, does indeed owe to those ,vhom 
Providence hath placed under her. 
'rhey explained, in particular, the neces~ 
sity of forbearance in point of manners, 
and of consideration in her daily em­
ploy1nents-" If," said the good mistress, 
•· I ring the bell twice or thrice, ,vhere 
once would answer eYery purpose, pro­
vided I gave n1yself the trouble of con­
sidering ,vhat I really wanted, I not on­
ly ,vaste n1y servants' tin1e, which ·would 
supply 111y ,vants, and therefore injure 
1nyself in one sense, but I waste that 
strength which is her only 1neans of sub­
sistence, and I a-waken that vexation of 
te1nper ·which, although perhaps sup­
pressed before me, will yet rankle in her 
boso1n, and probably induce her to com-
1nit son1e injury on my property, which 
is an actual sin in her : thus my folly 
leads to her guilt, and the very least 
1nischief that can accrue is her unhap­
piness; for who can be happy ·whose 

te1nper 
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temper is perpetually rufiled by the 
cruel thoughtlessness of those ·who have 
the absolute disposal of their time, thefr 
talents, and, in a great 1neasure, their 
dispositions?" 

"Depend upon it," added l\Iiss Catnp­
bell, " that as ,ve are assured in the 
scriptures, that ' for every idle ,vord ·we 
shall be brought to account,' so, in a 
particular manner, must ·we be judged 
for all those idle words and actions 
which have inflicted on any of our fel­
low-creatures pains we had no right to 
bestow, or tern pted the1n to sins they 
had no inclination to follow; the petty 
tyrannies of our ,vhims, changes, and 
fancies-of our scoldings, cornplainings, 
peremptory orders, and causeless contra.:. 
dictions, Vt ill all one day swell that aw­
ful list of sins, of which it 1nay be truly 
said, ' ·we cannot answer one in a thou­
sand." 

When l\iliss Campbell ceased speaking, 
Ellen, ·who, although not affected so vio­

lently 
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lently as l\iiatilda, had yet felt 1nuch for 
Zebby's situation, and was seriously de­
sirous of profiting by all she heard, said 
in a lo\v voice-·" I ,vill do every thing 
for n1yself-I ·will never trouble Susan, 
or Betty, or any body." 

~Irs. Harewood knew the bent of her 
daughter's mind, and that although, frorn 
the s·weetness of her temper, and the 
1nildness of her manners, she ·was not 
likely to fall into l\iiatilda's errors, there 
·were others of an opposite class, from 
·which it ,vas necessary to guard her; she 
therefore added-" Although consider­
ation and kindness are certainly the first 
duties to be insisted upon in our con­
duct, yet there are others of not less i1n­
portance. It is the place of every mis­
tress to exact obedience to reasonable 
cmnmands, and the execution of all pro­
per ser 1ices. If she does not do this, she 
deserts her own station in society, de~ 
feats the intentions she was called to 
fulfil, and which made her the guide and 

guardian, 
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guardian, not the co1npanion and fellow­
server, of her 1nenials. In abandoning 
them to their own discretion, she lays 
upon then1 a burden which, either from 
ignorance or habit, they are probably 
unequal to endure, since it is certain that 
n1any truly-respectable persons in this 
class have been only so while they ·were 
under the controlling eye or leading ,. 
1nind of their superiors. Besides, all 
uncon1111on levity of 111anners, like all 
unbecoming freedo111s in conversation, 
111ore frequently arises from ·weakness or 
idleness in the parties, and ought to be 
guarded against in our conduct, as never 
failing to be degradatory to ourselves, 
and very far from beneficial to those 
they affect to serve: it is possible to be 

very friendly, yet very firn1; to be gen .. 
tle, yet resolute, and at once a fello-w­
Christian and a good n1aster to those 
·whom Providence hath rendered our de­
pendants." 

Ellen listened to this ,vith greit at­
tention, 

te 
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tention, and endeavoured to analyse it, 
and apply it to the daily purposes it ·was 
intended to reach; but both her and 
l\Iatilda continued to pay the 1nost af­
fectionate attentions to poor Zebby, 
whose disorder in a few days took a more 
fitYourable turn than could have been 
expected, although the deliriu1n did not 
irnn1ediately subside, but rather affected 
her general ten1per, ,vhich, under its in­
fluence, appeared as ren1arkably unplea­
sant and torinenting to herself and all 
around, as it ,vas forn1erly conspicuous 
for being kind, obliging, forgiving, and 
lively. 

This period \Vas indeed trying to l\Ia­
tilda, who was by no 111eans sufficiently 
confirn1ed in her virtuous resolutions, or 
good habits, to endure reproaches where 
she 1nerited thanks, even in a case where 
~he was awar~ of deranged intellect and 
real affection, either of which ought to 
have led her to endure the ,vild sallies 
t1nd troubleso1ne pettishness of the suf-

fcrino· h 
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fering negro. It must ho,vever be al­
lowed, that if she did not do all she 
ought, she yet did more than could have 
been once expected, and ,,ery greatly in­
creased the esteem and approbation of 
her friends. 

l\fatilda, at those times when she ·was 
not influenced by that bodily indolence 
which was natural to her as a vVest-In­
dian, and which ,vas rather her misfor­
tune than her fault, ·was apt to be too ac­
tive and bustling for · the stillness re­
quired in a sick ehan1ber; and whatever 
she did, ·was done ·with a rapidity and 
noisiness more ~n unison with her own 
ardent de~ire of doing good, than the ac­
tual welfare of the person she sought to 
relieve; whereas Ell n never for a mo-
1nent lost sight of that gentle care and 
considerate pity which was natural to a 
mind attuned to tenderness fron1 its very 
birth; and 1nany a tiine ,vould she say 
-" Hush, l\'Iatilda! don't speak so loud; 
have a care how you shut the door," &c. 

One 
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One day they both happened to go in 
just as the nurse ,vas going to give the 
patient a bason of broth-'· I-'et 1ne give 
it her," said l\'.Iatilda ; " you know she 
always likes inc to give her any thing." 

"Son1eti1nes she does, wben she knows 
you; but her head ,vanders to-day 
sadly." 

" Never 1nind," replied l\fatilda, in 
her hurrying 1nanner, and taking the 
broth fro1n the ,vornan in such a ,vay 
that the bason shook upon the plate; 
on ,v hich Ellen said-" I-lave a care, the 
broth seen1s very hot ; indeed too hot for 
Zebby to take." 

l\1Iatilrla fancieo this caution an indi­
rect attack upon her cate, and she went 
to the bedside i1n1uetliately, and bolt­
ing up to the patient, who 1:vas sitting, 
raised by pillows, she offered the broth 
to her, saying-" Corne, Zebby, let n1e 
feed yon ,vith this nice food-it will do 
you good." 

The 
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The ,vann fun1e of the bason was of­

fensive to the invalid-1
' l\le no likee 

brothies," said she; and as it was not in-

. stantly ren1oved, she unhappily pushed 

away the plate., and turned the scalding 

contents of the bason con1pletely into 

the boso1n of poor ~Iatilda, as she reclined 

towards her. 
Shrieking ·with pain, and stamping 

v{ith anger, l\Iatilda instantly cried out 

that she ,vas 1nurderrd, and the wretch 

should be flayed alive. 
Ellen, shocked, terrified, and truly sor­

ry, called out in an agony-" l\'lamma, 

dear 1nan11na, come here this 1non1ent ! 

poor l\latilda is scalded to death !" 

The nurse, the servants, and l\Irs. 

llare·wood herself, ,vere in a few n10-

n1ents Vi'ith the sufferer; and the latter, 

although she dispatched the ..f ootn1an for 

a surgeon, did not for a 1n0111ent neglect 

the assistance and relief in her own 

po,ver to besto,v; she scraped s01ne 
white-



e 

THE BARBADOES G JUL. 117 

white-lead* into a little thick cream, and 
applied it ,vith a feather all over the 
scalded parts, and in a very short time 
the excruciating pain was relieved, and 
the fire so ,vell drawn out by it, that 
·when the surgeon arrived he made no 
change in the application, but desired it 
n1ight be persisted in, and said-" He 
had no doubt of a cure being speedily 
obtained, if the patient was calm." 

During the foriner part of this tin1e, 
iiatilda continued to scream incessant­
ly, ,vith the air of a person ,vhose un-
1nerited and intolerable sufferings gave 
a right to violence; and even ,vhen she 
became con1paratively easy, she yet ut­
tered bitter con1plaints and incessant in­
vectives against Zebby, as the cause of 
the n1ischief; never taking into consi­
deration her own share of it, nor recol­
lecting that she acted both thoughtlessly 

$ Tlie author lia5 foun<l tlti~ r,rc;;criptio1! ,·cry etrica­

cious in varicus ca5e~ of !::c~dd~. 

and 
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and stubbornly 'in neglecting the advice 
of Ellen; and that although her princi­
pal 1notive ·was the endeavour to benefit 
Zebby, yet there ·was a great deficiency 
in actual kindness, when she offered her 
brotli it was in1possible for the poor crea­
ture to taste. Such, however, ,vas the 
comn1iseration for lier injury felt by all 
those around her, that no one ·would, in 
the 11101nent of her punish1nent, say a 

,vord that could, by any possible inter­
pretation; be deen1ed unkind; and sooth­
ings, rather than exhortations, ·were all 
that ,vere uttered. 

At length the storn1 was appeased; 
l\1atilda, declaring herself 111uch easier, 
,vas laid upon the sofa, and a gentle ano­
dyne being given to her, she closed her 
eyes, and if she did not sleep, she appear­
ed in a state of stupor, which n1uch re­
sem ble<l sleep. It so happened that :the 
hot liquid which had hurt her so severe­
ly had, in falling, thrown 1nany hot 
drops upon her face, which gave her so 
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111uch pain at the n10ment, that she con­
cluded she was scalded nn1ch vvorse than 
she really ·was, as did those around her ; 
but Ellen, as sh2 watched her slun1bers, 
now perceived that thi8 was a very tran­
sient injury, and sl~e ob;:;erved to her 
111mn111a, that she hoped 1\fatilda ·would 
not be spoiled by her accident, at least 
that ·her beauty ,vould be restored before 
her n1other's arrival fron1 the "\Vest In­
dies. 

" Before that tin1e," returned 1\frs. 
Hare,vood, " I trust l\Iatilda will have 
attained. such a degree of n1ental beauty, 
as "'ould render the total destruction of 
her personal beauty a very trifli11g loss, 
in co1nparison, to the eye of a thinking 
and good mother, such as I apprehend 
Mrs. Hanson to be." 

" But surely, n1ain111a, it is a good 
thing to be handso1ne? I mean, if peo 
ple happen to be handson1e, it is a pity 
they should lose their beauty." 

" It is, 111y dear, to a certain degree a 

pity; 
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pity; for a pretty face, like a pleasant 

prospect, gives pleasure to the beholder, 

and leads the 1nind to contemplate the 

great Author of beauty in his ·works, and 

rejoice in the perfection everywhere vi­

~ible in nature. The possessor of beau­

ty niay, ho,vever, so often spare it ,vith 

adYantage to the1nselves and their near 

connexions, that the loss of it, provided 

there is neither sickness, nor any very 

disgusting appearance, left behind, does 

not appear to 1ne a very great n1isfor-

tune." 
" But surely, 1na1111na, people 1nay be 

both very pretty and very good ?" 

" U ndoubteclly, 1ny dear; but such 

are the te1nptations hands01ne people are 

troubled ,vith, that they are n1uch n1ore 

frequently to be pitied tor the acquisi­

tion than envied for it; yet envy fro1n 

the illiberal and 1nalicious seld01n fails 

to pursue then1; and when they are nei­

ther vain nor arrogant, generally points 

then1 out as both." 
'" I have 
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" I have often ·wished to be handson1e, 
n1an1n1a, because I thought people would 
love 1ne if I ·were; but if that is the case, 
I 111ust have been n1istaken, n1an1111a.' 1 

"' Indeed you were, child; personal 
charn1s, ho-wever attractive to the eye. 
do not bind, or even engage the heart~ 
unless they are accompanied by good 
qualities, which ·would have their effect. 
you kno-w, without beauty-nay, even 
in ugly persons, when vve beco1ne 
thoroughly acquainted with then1. Can 
you suppose, Ellen, that if you ""ere 
as handson1e as the picture over the 
chi111ney-piece, that you ·would be 111ore 
dear to 111e on that account, or that you 

_ ,vould, in any respect, contribute 111ore 
to n1y happiness?" 

" rr ou ,vould not love me better, dear 
1na1nma, but yet you ·would be n1ore 
proud of n1e, I should think." 

"Then I 1nust be a very ,veak wo-
111an to be proud of that which i1nplied 
no merit, either in you or 1ne, and ·which 

G the 



122 THE BARBADO.ES GIRL. 

the merest accident n1ight, as ·we per­

ceive, destroy in a m01nent; but this I 

1nust add, that if with extraordinary 

beauty, you possessed sufficient good 

sense to ren1ain as simple in your 1nan­

ners, and as active in the pursuit of in­

tellectual endo,vments, as I hope to see 

you, then I might be proud of you, as 

the usual expression is; for I beg you to 

reme1nber that, i:,trictly speaking, it is 

wrong to be proud of any thing." 

" Zebby always said that ~1r. Hanson 

was very proud of l\Iatilda-I suppose 

it ·was of her beauty." 
" I suppose so too, and you could not 

have brought forward a more decisive 

proof of the folly and sin of pride, and 

the inefficacy of beauty to procure love, 

than in the conduct and qualities of the 

persons in question. 1\1:r. Hanson's pride 

of his daughter's beauty rendered him 

blind to her faults, or averse to correct­

ing them; and from his indulgence, the 

effect of that very beauty, for ,vhich he 
sacrHiced 
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sacrificed every real excellence, was so 
con1pletely i1npaired, that I an1 sure, 
,vith all your predilection for a pretty 
face, you will allo,v that l\'latilda, with 
all those red spots plaistered with ,,, hite 
ointment,is a thousand times n1ore agree­
able than l\Iatilda ,vith bright eyes and 
ruddy cheeks on her first landing." 

" Oh yes, yes!" cried Ellen, looking 
at her ,vith the tenderest affection, and 
relapsing into tears, ,vhich had frequent­
ly visited her eyes since the time of the 
terrible accident. 

The opiate had now spent itself, and 
~fatilda giving a slight shudder, av\7oke, 
and looked at Ellen ·with a kind of re­
collective gaze that recalled the events of 
the n1orning, and which was succeeded 
by a sense of pain. 

"\Vbat is the·111atter, Ellen? you are 
crying-have you been scalded ?" 

" No," said the affectionate child, " but 
you have." 

G 2 .c\ confused 
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A con£used recollection of all the par­

ticulars of the affair no,,, carne to ~1:atil­

da's 111e1nory ; n nd as by degrees they 

arose on her 1nind, she becan1e asb~nnecl 

of the extre1ne in1patience she had ex­

hibited, and surprised that Ellen could 

loYc and pity so rnuch a girl wh0se . 

conduct ,Yas so little likely to ensure• 

affection and respect; and ~tltLough the 

pain bccm11e every 11101ne11t 111ore trou­

bleson1c, she forbore nJost 1nagnanin1ous­

ly to c01nplain, until the changes in her 

cornplexion induced i\Irs. Lfarewood to1 

say-".I think, ::.Iatilda, we 'had bet­

ter a1--p1y tlie ointiucnt again to your 

,vound-You are still snftering· fron1 the 
~ ~ 

fire, I see.!' 

" If you please,, n1a'am.'· 

,Yith a light and skilful hand, ~Vlrs. 

I-Iarewood again· touched the ,v:ounds, 

and i1n1n~diate case follo,vecl; but ere 

sbe had finjshed her tender · operation, 

1\latilda caught that kind hand, and 

preSSlllg' 
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pressing it fondly to her lips, bathed it 
with her tears; they were those of gra­
titude and contrition. 

" I fear you are in n1uch pain still,:' 
said her kind friend, though she partly 
con1prehended her feelings. 

" Oh no! you have giYen 1ne ease; 
but if yon had not, I ,vould not have 
n1inded. I fear, indeed I an1 certain, 
that I behaved very jll-quite shaine­
fully, this n1orning; and you are so-so 
good to rne, that-that-" 

1\latilda ,vas choaked by lier so9s, and 
l\,;f rs. iiarewood took .the opportunity of 
soothji g her, 11ot by praising her for 
-virtues she had not oxcrcised, but by 
calling upo1 her to shev.r then1 in her 
future conduct; although she did so far 
conciliate as to say that the suddenness 
of the injury, in son1e 1neasurc, excused 
the violence.she had n1anifestcd under' it. 

l\-Iatilda gave a deep · sigh, and shovk 
her head, in a n1anncr ,vhich rnanifosted 
that she thoroughly understood how far 

G 3 this 
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this went in palliation, and ,vas aware 

that 1nuch of error remained unatoned. 

As soon as she was able, she inquired 

how Zebby ,vas, and if she ,vere sen­

sible? 
" She has. been so ever since your 

accident, which appeared to recall her 

wandering senses by fixing the1n to one 

point; and as her fever is really abated, 

I trust she will soon be better." 

l\Iatilda hastily sprung frmn the so:fa, 

and though in doing so she necessarily 

greatly increased the pain under which 

she laboured, yet she suppressed all c01n­

plaint, and hurried forward to Zebby's 

room, followed by l\1rs. Harewood and 

Ellen; the forn1er of ·whom was ex­

tremely desirous at once to permit her 

to ease lier heart, and yet to preyent her 

from injuring herself by adding to the 

inflammation of her 1-vound. 

It was a truly-affecting spectacle to 

behold ~Iatilda soothing and comforting 

the poor black ,vo1nan, who had not for a 

n101nent 

a 
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n1on1ent ceased to reproach herself, since 
the screams of the young lady had 
brought her to her senses, and her invec­
tives to the knowledge of her own share 
in the transaction. It ,vas in vain that 
the nurse and the servants of l\Irs. 
Hare,vood had endeavoured to reconcile 
her, by the repeated assurance, that let 
the young lady say what she pleased, 
yet no harm could reach her; that in old 
England every servant had law and jus­
tice as 1nuch on their side as their master 
could have. 

This ,vas no consolation to the faithful 
negro, who appeared rather to desire 
even unmerited punishment, than seek 
for excuse; she incessantly upbraided 
herself for having killed pretty l\Iissy, 
and breaking the heart of her good mis­
tress; and when she beheld the plaister­
ed face of l\!Iatilda, these self-reproaches 
increased to the most distressing degree, 
and threatened a con1plete relapse to the 

G 4 disorder 
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disorder she had yet hardly escaped 
fr01n. 

" You could not help it, Zebby; it 
was all an accident, and ought to be 
principally attributed to my o-wn foolish­
ness," said Matilda. 

" Oh no! it ·was me bad and foolish, 
l\fissy, me naughty, same you used to 
be-pushee here and pushee there, in 
bad pets-it ·was all n1e-breaky heart of 
poor l\1ississ-she comee over great seas; 
thinkee see yon all good and pretty as 
Englis lady; and den you be shocking 
figure, all cover with spottee-oh deary! 
oh deary ! perhaps come fever, then you 
go to the death, you 1ivill be bury in dark 
hole, and n1ain1na never, never see you 
again." 

The desponding tones of this speech 
went far beyond its words, and ~1:atilda 
combining ,vith it the caution she had 
heard the 1nedical gentleman make re­
specting fever, and the first exclamation 

of 
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of Ellen, that-" l\fatilda ,vas.scalded to 
death," induced her to suppose that there 
,vas really danger in her case; ancl after 
repeatedly assuring Zebby of her entire 
forgiveness and regard, she returned to 
the apartment she had quitted, with aslo,v 
step,and an air of awe and sole1nnity, such 
as her friends had never·witnessed before. 

After l\fatilda had lain down on the so­
fa some 1ninutes, she desired Ellen to get 
her 1naterials for writing, but soon found 
that the pain in her breast rendered it 
in1possible for her to execute her design. 

" I ,vill write for you,:' said Ellen. 
" That ,von't do-I wanted, with 1ny 

own hand, to assure dear· n1an1n1a that 
poor Zebby ·was not to bla111e, nor any 
body else" 

" l\'.I y dear," said 1\-Irs. flare,vood, 
" we can do that by and by, when your 
1nan11na, con1es over." 

" But if, rna'mn-if I should diet' · 
l\Irs. Hare,vood could scarcely forbear 

an i1nvard sn1ile, but she answered her 
G 5 ~itl1 
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with great seriousness, and did not lose 
the opportunity of imprinting upon her 
mind many salutary truths connected 
with her present situation, not forget­
ting to impress strongly the necessity 
·which every Christian has of being ever 
ready to obey that a-\.vful summons, which 
may be expected at any hour, and frmn 
which there is no appeal; but she con­
cluded by an assurance that in a few 
days the present disorder ·would be cmn­
pletely removed, in case she guarded her 
own temper from in1petuosity, and ob­
served the regimen prescribed to her. 

,,rhen l\Iatilda's fears on this most 
important point were subsided, she ad­
verted to her face, but it was only to in­
quire whether it was likely to be ·well 
before her 1nother ca1ne, she being natu­
rally and properly desirous of saving her 
dear parent from any pain ·which could 
arise frorn her appearance; and ·when 
her fears on this head ,vere likewise re­
lieved, she became 1nore cmnposed in her 

spirits, 
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spirits, and 1nore anxious than ever to 
prove, by future good conduct, her sense 
of contrition for the past, and resolution 
for the future; and although she was 
most thankful for the sympathy of her 
friends, she never sought it by useless 
complainings, or aggravated her suffer­
ings in order to win their pity, or elicit 
their praise ; and by her perseverance 
and patience a cure was obtained much 
sooner than could have been expected 
from the nature of the accident. 

Zebby regularly amended, as she per­
ceived the great object of her anxiety 
ainend also; and the sense she enter­
tainedofher late danger, the gratitude she 
felt for the kindness she had been treated 
with; and above all, the self-denial to 
which she perceived her young lady ac­
custmned herself, in order to recover, in­
duced her henceforward to become tem­
perate in her use of food, and tractable 
as to the means necessary for preserving 
her health, and to perceive her duty with 

o 6 regard 
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regard to the cornmands given by her 

young lady, to whom she ,vas yet 1nore 

truly attached than she had ever been; 

for the attachn1ent of in1proved 1nind 

goes far beyond that of ignorance. 

CHAP-

h 
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CHAPTER X . 
.,..,.,.,.,..,..,...,.,.,.,...,.,.,.,.,,. 

\VHEN J\Iatilda was fully recovered from 
the pain of her accident, her good friends 
had the satisfaction to perceive that the 
n1ost salutary effects had arisen fro111 the 
disposition ,vitl1 which she had borne it. 
She had becon1e sensible ho,v 1nuch we 
1nust all be indebted to our fellow-crea­
tures in any privation of health and ease, 
and this had taught her to be humble 
and thankful to all who contributed to 
her co1nfort ; and from necessarily sup­
pressing both her appetite and her tem­
per, she had gained a co1n1nand of both, 
,vhich she had been a stranger to before. 
Fro111 being unable to join in any play 
requiring personal activity, she had been 
obliged to find her amusement in read­
ing; and as that 1nost excellent and de-

lightful 
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lightful ,vork, " The Parent's Assistant, 

by Miss Edge"\-vorth," had been presented 

to her just before, she made herself con1-

pletel y mistress of those adn1irable tales, 

and by conversing n1uch upon them 

lvith l\1r. and l\Irs. Harewood, with 

whom she usually sat, she beca1ne deep­

ly imbued with all the important pre­

cepts they are intended to convey, as 

"\-veil as the stories they so agreeably 

relate. 
One evening, when the ,vhole family 

were asse1n bled, the disorder which had 

affiicted Zebby became the subject of 

conversation; l\Iiss Campbell observing, 

that the poor "\-vo1nan had undoubtedly 

been as nervous as any fine lady, and 

therefore given another proof, in addi­

tion to the multitude which must affect 

every person of judgment and feeling, 

that there ,vas indeed no difference of 

constitution, feeling, or character, be­

tween ,vhite people and black ones, when 

they were placed in similar circumstances. 
" Certain! y 
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'' Certainly not," said Nfr. Harewood, 
" and in a short time this doctrine ,vill 
be 1nore fully proved by the emancipa­
tion of all the blacks, ·who will, I trust, 
becorne diligent servants and happy 
householders, no longer the slaves of 
tyrants, but the servants of upright 
masters.'' 

" But I am told, 1na1nnia," said Ed-
1nund, " that the proprietors of ,vest 
India property ,vill all be ruined; people 
say this will co1ne upon then1 as a retri­
bution for past sins; but as many of 
these sins ,vere co1nmitted in days that 
are past, and the present inhabitants in 
1nanv instances have behaved exceed-,/ 

ingly well, I n1ust own I wish sincerely 
this n1ay not be the case-can you tell 
1ne any thing about it?" _ 

" They all deserve to be ruined," in­
terrupted Charles, "who have done such 
bad things as the planters do. Oh, ho,v 
I ·wish I could be there when all the 
slaves are SC't at liberty! with ·what de-

light 
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light should I join in their universal 

shout of joy and freedom, and in all 

their innocent festival !" 
Edmund shook his head-" I should 

like the slaves to be happy as ,vell as 

you, but I don't like for any body to be 

ruined, especially people ,vho are so 

nerveless and inactive as those ·who have 

resided in ,var1n islands; surely it is not 

true?" 
Edmund looked again inquiringly. 

" I am sorry to say," answered l\Irs. 

Hare,vood, " that in many cases 1nuch 

suffering may be apprehended; but our 

government ,vill undoubtedly soften 

€very evil to the inhabitants, as far as 

they can do it consistent with their 

views; you know the emancipation of 

the slaves takes place gradually, and by 

that means enables people to collect their 

n1oney, to di'1ert. the channels of their 

merchandize, or to 1nake themselves 

friends of those who have hitherto been 

held by the arin of power only. The 
· grand 

I, 

f 
h 
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grand shout of a 1nultitude restored to 
freedom is undoubtedly very attractive, 
and enough to v1ann the heart of a be­
nevolent enthusiast like Charles; but it 
is not advisable to set food in great 
quantities before a starving man, lest he 
· at hiinself into a surfeit. Ignorance is 
always in danger of using po,ver very 
ill, since ,ve see that even the enlighten­
ed are frequently prone to 1nisusing it.n 

"' Then I hope, n1an1n1a, it ,vill tur·n 
out better than people think; and there 
will be very little individual suffering 
fr01n jt," 

'· I an1 sorry to say, 1ny dear, that not­
withstanding ,vhat I have said, I yet 
:fear n1any persons will suffer; I kno,v a 
wido,v 1nyself: ·vvho is returning to this 
country nearly destitute, after living 
many years in a state of luxury; very 
happily she has only one child, and has 
not suffered her past prosperity so to 
unnerve her 1nind, a to render her use-

less 
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less and desponding in the day of adver­
sity. On the contrai1'", she has the mag­
nanimity to rejoice in the freedom of 
the slaves, although that freedom has 
destroyed her fortune." 

At this moment every eye was invo­
luntarily bent on l\fatilda, who, feeling 
undoubtedly some degree of compunc­
tion and shame, ,vhen she either thought 
on her o-wn former conduct, or the state 
of her coun~ry, had kept aloof till no,v. 
At this moment she started, and with 
a look of 1nost anxious jnquiry, she 
cried-" Oh ma'ain ! surely you do not 
mean my poor 1nain111a? And yet-yes, 
certainly you n1ean her-she has lived 
n1any years in prosperity, she has but 
one child, and she is possessed of a 
pious, good heart, and a kind, generous 
spirit, and vvould not wish the poor ne­
groes to remain slaves-she would rather 
·work herself than injure any body. Dear 
)Iiss Campbell, pray 1nake me clever 

and 

r 

a 
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and good like yourself, and then I will 
be a governess, and get money and 
support dear 1na1nma-indeed I will." 

The amazing rapidity with which 
these ,vords were uttered, and the per­
turbation of spirits which acco1npanied 
the1n, prevented l\Iatilda from perceiv­
ing that l\1rs. Harewood was anxious to 
interrupt her; and even when that good 
friend began to speak, she was too much 
affected and disturbed to listen to her; 
she ,vent on to say, with an agitated 
voice, but ingenuous countenance-" I 
cannot help crying, to be sure; but in­
deed I am not sorry that the poor slaves 
are to have their liberty, and I do not 
1nind the 1noney ,ve have lost; I · only 
want to see 1ny dear 1nan1111a, and to 
c01nfort her, and tell her that I ,vould 
not be the n1istress of bought slaves for 
all the vvorld; for I now kno-w that in 
the sight of God they are my equal~ 
and if good, my superiors. I know that 
,Jesus Christ died to save them as ,vell 

as 
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as me, and that he ,vill not forgive the1n 
,vho insult him, by daring to buy and 
sell those ,vho1n he has purchased with 
his o,vn blood; and besides, I do not 
wish to possess the1n, for if I did, I should 
be proud, and cruel, and 111iserable, ·as I 
used to be." 

The anxious troubled heart of Niatil­
da no,v found refuge in .abundant tear::;, 
and thro,ving herself ou the bos01n of 
her 1naternal friend, she shed the1n 
freely there; and as the storn1 of grief 
subsided, ~Irs. Hare,vood obtained her 
attention to these words-" )1y dear 
l\Iatilda, your vh,jd itnagination, and 
that quickness of feeling, ,Nhich even in 
a good -cause is too apt to hutry you 
cnvay, have led you into 1nuch unueces­
sary suffering; it is not yourr 111mnnrn, 
but a lVIrs. ""\i\T eston, of Ja1n•aica, of ,vhmn 
I spoke. I can, ho-wever, ;Scarcely regret 
the pain yon have experienced, because 
it has been the cause of explaining sen­
tin1ents which do you honour, and 111ust 

be 
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be hereafter a source of the sincerest 
pleasure to your \Vorthy parent." 

" But n1y n1an1111a is corning over 
soon?" 

" She is, my dear, but under very dif­
ferent circu1nstances, her property being 
all ·well disposed of, and settled in the 
English funds ; and be it your_ c01nfort 
to know, that although your fitther ·was 
a proprietor 0£ ,vest India estates, yet 
his fortune was not accumulated by the 
infainous traffic to which ,ve allude; al­
though, like other people, he held slaves 
for the purposes of agriculture and do-
1nestic labour, he had an estate in this 
country, ,vhich enabled him to support 
an expensive establish1nent, without re­
curring to those practices too com111on 
among the planters in your country." 

" And has the lady of whom you 
spoke no estate, no 1noney, to support 
herself and her little girl?" 

" She has 11.ot, my dear; but I trust 
her friends in England will provide her 

·with 
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,vith s01ne situation, in ,vhich her talents 

will enable her both to support herself 

and benefit others ; and by this n1eans 

the cup of affliction now may hereafter 

prove one of blessedness ; her little girl 

is only six years old, and will therefore 

be only a trifling expence to her for 

some years to e01ne." 
l\Iatilda no,v wiped her eyes, but ·was 

observed for a considerable ti1ne involved 

in deep thought, and silent thanksgiving 

to God, and no one around thought it 

right to interrupt the silent aspirations 

of her heart; but as soon as her coun­

tenance resumed its usual expression, 

and she rose fron1 her seat, the young 

ones surrounded her, and with chee1ful 

looks congratulated her on the change in 

her feelings, which they ,vere a,vare a 

few rnoments 1nust have produced; for, 

as Edn1und observed, though it was 

very right to be resigned to every change 

,vhich it pleased God to send, yet it ,vas 

undoubtedly a great pleasure to kno-w 
that 

.. ... 
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that a dear parent enjoyed not only the 
po,ver of living in her usual style of 
eon1fort, but that she preserved the 
power of bestowing a part of her for­
tune to feed the poor, and to communi­
cate kno,vledge, and sow the seeds of 
virtue in the minds of the young and uninformed. 

l\Iatilda listened to their heartfelt 
congratulations with the most lively gra­
titude and pleasure, and looked for,vard 
,vith exultation, chastened by a proper 
portion of diffidence of herself, to that 
period, when ·with her beloved mother, 
she should be employed in acts of daily 
beneficence and social enjoyment-" So 
passing through things temporal, as not 
to lose the things that are eternal." 

CHAP-
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CI-IAPTER XI. 

0. T the follo,Ying lVlidsun1n1er vacation, 

)lrs. I-Iare·wood c0111plie<l. ·with the· 

,vishes of her young fan1ily, by consent­

ino· to O'ive a ball to their votn10· frjends· 
b b .T b ' 

and as she disapproved very 111 uch of 

late hours, the whole party were invited 

to dinner, in order that the dance 111ight 

con1111cnce early. 
, ~ 

The day previous to this entertain-

1nent. ,vas a very busy one, as the young 

people ·were p,er111itted to clisplny their 

taste by arranging the ball-room, and 

ornmnenting it in the best n1anner they 

·were able ,Yith flowers, under the inspec­

tion ::ind with the assistance of )Iiss 

Cainpbcll. The boys, attended by the 

footn1a11, "'ent out into the country, and 

returned laden with beautiful spoils fr01n 
the 

t . 
' I 
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the hedges and copses, consisting of 
branches of trees, brushwood, and J\Iay­
thorn, together with tbose green plants 
,vhich at this season of the year are found 
in abundance, such as divers, coltswort, 
and the various mallows. \Vhen these 
,vere brought home, the young ladies 
tied gay flowers, made of various-colour­
ed paper, upon the111 at distances, ,vith 
green ,votsted; and when these orna­
ments \Vere finished, the branches then1-
sel ves 1Yere tied together ·with strong 
cord, which was hidden by the folbgc. 
By this n1eans they ,verc n1a<le into 
long ,vTeaths, ,vhich were hung in fes 
toons .all round the room, and had an 
exceedingly-beautiful effect, while over 
the doors and windows arches ·were forin­
ed of the sainc materials; but when the 
greens were brought nearer to the eye, 
natural flowers were used, which bcillg 
cut very short in the sten1, preserved 
thcmselYes fresh and beautiful, and pcr-

H fu1ned 
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fun1ed the place with the 1nost delight­
ful odours. 

Though thjs en1ployn1ent ,,·as Yery 

delightful, yet it ·was necessarily fa­

tiguing, and the children all "·ent to bed 

at a very early hour. Not long after 

they had retired, l\lr. and ~Irs. Harc­

·wood heard a carriage, and while they 

v1cre conjecturing who it 1night be, to 

their gr.eat surprise the long-expected 

8tranger, !virs. I-Im1Son, ·was announced. 

rfhey were truly rejoiced to see her; 

for although personally unknown to 

them, they were inuch disposed to 

csteen1 and love her, both fro111 the style 

of her letters, an<l the 111nny traits of her 

Qonduct and character given by Zebby, 
Vlho Yvas an abl\:! eulogist, since she ever , 

spoke frmn the heart, and although ig­

norant, ·was by nature acute and pene­

trating. • 
The anxious mother, sensible that 

forms ·were not necessary to be attended 
to 
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to in addressing the ·worthy couple, to 
,vho111 she can1e a welcon1e, though un­
known guest, first inquired after her 
only child. When told that she was in 
bed and fast asleep, having been 1nuch 
fatigued ,vhen she retired, she in11ne­
diately declared that she would not have 
I\1atilda awoke for her own gratification 
-a declaration·which confirn1ed the good 
opinion the fa1nily already entertained 
of her. She could not, hoyvevcr, resjst 
the yery natural desire she felt of be­
holding that dear o~jcct of hf..•r solicitudA, 
fr01n ,Y ho1n she had been so long parted ; 
and she therefore visited her roon1, and 
softlv kissiuD.· her forehead, observing·, to 

~ ~ 0 

the great satisfaction of iirs. I-Iare,vocd, 
that she bad ncycr seen her look so v.rcll 
before, "·hich ,ras certainly the fact, 
though her weariness had induced smne 
degree of paleness. 

Tears rose to the eyes of the fond 1no~ 
ther; and often, often were they turned 
to the bed ,vhich contained all her 

lI 2 earthly 
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earthly treasure, ere she could tear her­
self awav; and :Thirs. Hare,vood folt ., 

::nn1re thr.t silent prayers occupied her 
heart for the future welfare and progres­
siYe virtue of a being naturally so very 
dear. and whose bad passions, at the tin1e 
<)f their parting, had given so little ra­
tional hope of future felicity either to 
l1erself or her ·widowed parent. Sy111-
pathizing truly ·with her feelings, and 
aware of the extreme delicacy of the 
subject, especially to one of whose pecu­
liar feelings she knew so little, l\Irs. 
IIarewood left it to time to develop 
t ~1e change in l\Iatilda, being persuaded 
that it \Vas in a great 1neasure known to 
her 1nan11na, although a little consider­
ation ·would have shewn her that l\lrs. 
1-Ianson could not judge much fro1n her 
<langl1ter's letters, as it was very possible 
for them to be dictated for her . 

.l\Irs. Hanson was recalled fro111 the 
fond reverie the sjght of her daughter 
had in vol vcd her 1n, bv the voice of ., 

.Zcbby, 

t 
I 
I, 

C 
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Zebby, who had only just learnt the 
an ival of that dear 1nistress she had ever 
so justly estimated. The two ladies <le­
scended, and found the }Jappy negro 
,veeping for joy, and running about the 
breakfast-parlour and dining-roo1n, seek­
jng for her lady, who1n, when she Le­
held, she danced about like a wild wo­
n1an, one n1on1ent being ready to cast 
herself at her feet, and the next longing 
to en1brace her. 

" I an1 very glad to see you, Zebby," 
said l\Irs. flanson, " and Yery happy to 
find you still my daughter's servant, as 
I know you v:ill suit her much better in 
1nany respects than any I-l:nglisln\·01nan 
could possibly do." 

" l\f e love l\1issy ver much, lHadam, 
but 1ne no l\1issy n1aid now; n1e house-
1naid for ~Iadain liarewoocl now; nie 
n1akee de bed, sweepy de stair, do all sort 
ting; meneverwaiton l\lissy-no, 11ever.'' 

l\Irs. Hanson gave a deep sigh, nn, t 
said to l\.frs. Harewood-" I fear vou 

.,-

H 3 hav<~ 
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. h~ve had some trouble in procuring a 
maid for my daughter, ma'am t' 

" VVhen your daughter cmne to us, 
you may ren1ember, my good niadmn, 
that ,ve undertook to treat her in e·very 
respect as if she ·were our own; ,ve lzave 
done it, and you will be able to judge 
to-n101To,v how far your dear girl is be­
nefited or injured by sharing the atten­
tions of Ellen's nursemaid, Ellen's go­
verness, and Ellen~s 1nother." 

l\Irs. IIanson felt that sh<? ·was rnuch 

indebted to the kindness evidently in­
tended by this arrange1nent, especially as 
it ·was a p1ain case that Zebby had been 
retained in the fan1ily for her accommo­
dation; yet she could not help thinking 
t_hat the contrast between l\latilda's past 
and present situation was too great: al­

though she had a thousand tin1es desired 
that so1nc great change rnight be adopt­
ed in her education, yet her heart shrunk 
at the idea of the disc:ipline ·wl,ich she 
haJ so long felt to be necessary. She 
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was afraid that the terrible passions her 
child had manifested, had rendered ter­
rible changes necessary, and a train of 
inflictions and privations arose to her 
view, which n1aternal tenderness v,Tas 
unequal to contemplate untnoved; she 
therefore apologized to her friends, and 
retired to her room, but her pillovv ,vas 
strewed ,vith those thorns ,vhich solici­
tude had planted there. 

H ..1, 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE followjng morning the young peo­
ple rose early, and were surprised to find 
i\Trs. I-Iarewood also sti1Ting; her mni­
able, affectionate heart prmnised itself a 
treat in witnessing the sweet emotions 
of Niatilda, on hearing the joyful tidings 
of her mother's arrival; nor was she dis­
appointed-the delighted girl manifested 
all the rapture of which her wru·m sus­
ceptible heart was capable; and on hear­
ing her 1nother slept in the crirnson 
room, was hastily bending her steps to 
the cham her thus nan1ed from the co­
lour of the bE'c1. 

"But; rny dear, it is yet early; your 
1nmn1na lvas much fatigued with her long 
journry fr01n Falmouth; is it not a pity 
to disturb her, especia1ly as she has al 

react\ ,· 
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ready seen and kissed you, although she 
,vould not awake you?" 

l\latilda stopped-" I do so "iYish to 
see man1ma," said she, " and to hear her 
speak! but then to a,vake her for n1y 
own pleasure ·would be selfish, as I ured 
to be-I ,von't be selfish." 

" That's right, 1ny dear-you are r.ov, 
proving yourself truly affectionate, you 
are preferring mainn1a to yourself:" 

" But I 1nay just stand at t11e <loor 
and listen to her breathing, and so wait 
till she moves?" 

" Certainly, my dear." 
.A. way flew l\ Iati1da, happiest of the 

happy; and she had scarcely been ten 
1ninutes on her station ·when l\Irs. IIan­
son's bell rang, and ~Iatilda instantly 
opened the door in silent but delightful 
expectation. 

" Is 1uy daughter a,vake ?"' said tl1e 
fi}rrd· n1other. 

" Oh,. yes, yes, dear n1an11na, I mn 
here!" cried she, springing to tLe on t-

H 5 st!·etr~hed 
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stretched arn1s of her wido,ved parent, 

v,·ho, in en1bracing her joyfully, yet felt 

solicitude n-1ingle with that joy, from 

the consciousness that all her earthly 

happiness was centered in this single 

object, and that upon her future conduct 

rested the peace of both. 
J.Irs. Hanson did not rise for son1c 

hon rs, and her daughter breakfasted with 
her. and spent the tin1e principally in 
1naking inquiries after their old friends 

in Ilarbadoes, so that 1\1 rs. Hanson had 

no opportunity of observing ho,v her 

daughter was looked upon in the fa1niI~-, 

and on this eventful day the ball in the 

evening was naturally the subject uppcr-
1nost on l\fatilda's n1ind, so that there 

,vas yet no <levelop1nent of her real in1-
1>rovement. .. 

~it length l\Irs. Hanson arose; her 
1ni1id can1e in to dress her, and whilst 

this tool· place, the 1nother beheld ·with 

deJight the improYement v:hich had 

taken pb('c in her darling's person, which 
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was taller, and considerably better-forn1-
ed, as she had cured herself of stooping, 
and all her 1notions indicated sprightli­
ness and agility. 

,Vhilst l\.Irs. Hanson 'congratulated 
herself on this appearance, Zebby tapped 
at the door, and on being admitted, said, 
,vith a very long face and dolefnl accent 
-" Oh dear, I\-Iissy, very bad ting ha,;e 
happened; de milliner have sen tee ho1ne 
Miss Ellen new frock, and no sentee 
yours. She say she cannot tnakee till 
next week, because she very busy for 
little girls that losee their 1na1nn1a, and 
rnust have blackee clothes to-n101TO\V 
day." 

l\irs. Hanson's heart sunk, and she 
felt as if her pleasure for this day at least 
·was over, for she fully expected to· see 
iiatilda fly into a rage with the 1nessen­
ger, the 1nilliner, and indeed all the 
house, and she could scarcely believe her 
own senses \vhen ~latilda replied cahnly -" ,,r ell, Zcbby, it cannot be helped, 

H 6 and 
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and it does not sjgnify much; I am sure 

!lrs. Harewood ·will excuse my want of 
.a ne\v dress on this occasion. To be 
sure, I should have liked to look the 
same as dear .Ellen; but how can I think 
of such a trifling disappointinent, when 
I remen1ber it ·was caused by those un­
happy children, ·who are now n1ourning 
for their rnan1n1a ?" 

So saying, she turned and eagerly 
threw her a:rms round a mother, vd10, in 
the course of her ,vhole life, had not 
embraced her with equal satisfaction; 

but before she had tin1e to express her 
pleasure and injure her ,Yho caused it, 
by that exaggerated praise rrhich sprung 
to her lips, 1'Jatilda had run do-wn stairs, 
just to p9ep at Ellen's new dress, speak 
of the delight she experienced in having 
gained her 1nother's society, and consult 
11Iiss Campbell as to the frock she mud 
substitute for the one intended to be 
worn ; and when 1\1rs. Hanson was left 
alone, she a1most fancieµ that the fore-

going 
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going scene ·was a kind of dran1a, ·,vhich 
had been introduced for the purpose of 
surprising and pleasing her. 

But observation confirmed her hopes 
and justified her happiness. She de­
scended at dinner-time, and was intro­
duced to the children of the fhmily, who

7 

although little seen among so large a 
party, yet ,vou her regard, from the un­
affected kindness and ease ·with ·which 
they treated her daughter, and she ob­
served, ,vith approbation, that ~1atilda 
and Ellen ,vere dressed exactly alike; 
the latter having declined wearing the 
frock bought for her, since her friend's 
could not be procured. 1\-Irs. Hanson 
could not £.1il to love Ellen, in whose 
countenance the good temper, modesty, 
and sensibility7 vvhich characterized her, 
,vere strongly expressed; but she had not 
much tirne to comment upon it, for the 

. young party were no,v coining in, and 
attention was in some degree divided. 
In a sho~t ti1ne dinner "ras announced, 

· and 
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and the co1npany, about thirty in nnrn­

ber, ·were soon con1n1odiously arranged 

round the hospitable table. 

l\Irs. HareYi'ood had tl1ought it right 

to disperse her own fan1ily an1ong her 

guests, in order that they n1ight pay 

proper attention to those near the1n, as 

by that means she hoped that none of 

the invited ,vould be neglected; and ac­

cording to this arrangeinent, ·which ,vas 

made the preceding day, l\Iatilda took 

the place appointed for her, ,vhich hap­

pened to be at son1e distance from her 

1nan11na, who sat, of course, next to l\:Irs~ 

Harewood. In the bustle of so large a 

party,. l\:Irs. I-Ianson could scarcely ob­

serve even her daughter at the beginning 

of the n1eal; but when the second course 

came in, she saw· with son1e pain a large 

tlish of custards placed exactly before 

l\Iatilda; and on one of the emnpany 

obsen ing she had never seen such a no­

ble dish of custards before, l\:Irs. I-Janson 

s.rjJ-'" ~Iatilda is remarkably fond of 
thc1n ;. 

b 
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then1; I an1 sorry they are so near her, 
for they are not wholeso1ne." 

" "\"\Te seldom luwe such things on 
that account," said l\f rs. I-Iarewood; 
" but I must own I think them \vell 

' placed, because l\Iatilda can help her 
friends to then1 with ease." . 

'These words dre\v the attention of the 
young ones, and l\1atilda soon received 
so 1nany plates to supply, that there ap­
peared little probability of her sharing 
in the feast. Ed1nund ,vas near her, 
and gladly receiving his mother's ap­
proving s1nile, he secured one for l\Ia­
tildoc,, which he put upon her plate just 
before the last ,vas demanded. 

Ellen was equally busy distributing 
tarts near the bottom of the table. The 
footman b1mnght lier a custard, which 
he said ~Iiss I-Ianson had sent for her. 

" She is very good," said Ellen, ,: but 
r had rather take a jelly, if she ,vill ex­
·usc n1y returning it." 

The lrnppy 1nother perceived that l\Ia-­
tilda 



160 THE B.ATIBADOES GIRL. 

tilda had sent Ellen the very custard 

whid1 Ed1nund's kindness had ensured 

for lzer. Delicious tears sprang to her 

eyes; she perceived that ivlatilda ,vas 

indeed a different creature; that she had 

not only conquered a disgraceful pro­

pensity, but acquired a hahit of gene­

rous attention to others, of n· hich there 

1vas at one period no hopes in her cha­

racter. 
The dancing now , com1nenced, and 

the ,,rest Indian acquitted herself with 

great propriety ; for although she did 

not perfonn so ,veH as the greater part 

of the company, yet she 1-vas never awk­

,vard, and when at a loss for the figure, 

she listened with modesty, and obeyed 

with precision the rules laid down to 

her. Many of the party no,v assembled 

,vere mniable and obliging, but in so 

large a number, SOine were of course pre­

sent, whose manners were less agreeable; 

but as l\Iatilda considered herself one of 

-the family, so she dee1ned it her duty to 
partake 

•\ 
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partake their cares, and render evei-y 
person as happy as possible. She neither 
suffered rudeness to disturb her temper, 
11or awkwardness to excite her contempt; 
lier conduct, under every ten1ptation of 
this nature, was uniformly 1narked by 
self-comn1and, 1nodesty, and civility. 

There ,vere in this young party hvo 
1\laster Eustons, who happening to be 
richer, and a little older than the rest of 
the party, thought then1selves entitled 
to quiz all around the1n at some ti1nes, 
nnd lord it over the1n at others. On 
their first coming into the roon1, they 
sought out l\Iatilda, as a proper compa­
nion for thc1n, because they had heard 
lier nan1ed as a great "\\Test Indian heir­
ess; but when they sa-w her a 1nodest, 
unassuming girl, tlH'Y rather shunned 
her, as not being likely to enter into 
thcfr sports. These boys ,vould not 
haYc been voluntarily chosen as con1pa­
nions for l1is o,vn by such a careful and 
obscryant father as l\Ir. I-Iarev{ood, but 

the 
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they ,vere the nephews of an old friend 

of hjs, and ·were then on a visit to their 

uncle, Yvho v.rould have felt himself ne­

glected if ~fr. I-Iarewood had not invited 

then1; and as that gentleman very just­

ly observed to his excellent lady, his 

chilcfren 1nnst necessarily 1n1x with the 

world, both at school and elsewhere, it 

·was desirable that they should do it 
someti1nes under the eye of those kind 

parents, who 1night teach the1n ho,v to 

distinguish what was good, and lead 

them, fron1 general c01npany, to choose 

particular society. 

There vi"as also a young lady ·who 

wished to render herself the particular 

co1npanion of .::\fatilda, for the same rea­

son the Eustons had done, because she 

considered her the n1ost wealthy chilcl 

in the place; and fron1 her person, and the 

elegance she observed in her 1namma's 

dress and 1nanners, she concluded that 

in a fi~v, yenrs she ,;.could be the n1ost 

d~shing. It is astoni•.,hing hov1 soon tJw 
('\'(l 
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eye of even a child can discriminate jr1 

that particular which has been rendered 
the sole subject of its studies, and the 
grand object of its wishes; so that people 
who pique the1nselves upon being men 
of the ·world, or won1en of fashion, are 
rivalled in all their boasted knowledge 
and <liscernn1ent by young creatures, 
whose faculties they 1nay dee1n very in .. 
efficient, and which are indeed so in all 
the higher requisites of mind and the 
attainments of kno,\·ledge. 

]Hiss Holdup, the young lady in ques­
tion, ·was born of parents ·whose indus­
try had acquired a large fortune, but 
who ,vere both called, at a very early 
period, fro1n the enjoyment of it; and 
this their only child ·was placed, by the 
,vill of their father, under the sole guar­
dianship of his solicitor, who ,vas a n1an 
of unsullied integrity, large fortune, and 
,vithout any children of his own; so that 
the little girl had apparently cYery bless­
ing- her desolate situation dernanded, for 

kindncs~ 
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kindness was accorded to her in the fa-
1nily, as an orphan, ·without a rival, and 
her fortune was secured by skill and in~ 
tcgrity. 

But, alas! false ju<lg1nent and mis­
taken indulgence rendered this situation 
totally subversive of her iinprovement 
and her happiness; the lady to vvhose 
care she "'as i1n1nediately consigned 
·was a vain and dissipated w01nan, ·who 

had no greater pleasure than in spend­
ing the fortune, hardly acquired by her 
industrious spouse, in all the Yarious 
amusen1ents the 1netropolis presents to 
the idle and extravagant part of the 
c01n1nunity; and although she vvas what 
is generally tennecl a very good-natured 
·woman, yet the mo1nent her schemes 
of diversion or expence lvere tlnvarted, 
she could be as pettish, sullen, or even 
vulgar and violent, as the lowest ser­
vant. She piqued herself upon being a 
w01nan of family, and ·when little l\Iiss 
Holdup carne into her household, the 

first 
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first care she took with her ,vas to era­
dicate, as fi1r as possible, the 1ne1nory 
of her parents, and all their former con­
nexions, fron1 her n1ind.-" :Thtfy dear 
child, no,v you are, by great good for­
tune, got into a gentleman's family, re-
1ne1nber you 1nust never n1ention those 
creatures in the city your n1amma used 
to visit. I 1nust have no cheese-factor 
cousins introduced at my table; no, nor 
even the great linen-draper's daughter 
that gave you the doll; you have money 
enollgh to buy dolls of your own, and 
1nust have no 1nore concern ,vith those 
kind of people no,v." 

" But," said the child, '' I suppose I 
1nay talk about l\liss Turner and her 
sister Anne, because they nursed me 
through the measles, and 1ny father said 
I must ahvays be grateful-I suppose 
he 1neant thankful, n1a'mn, for their kindness." 

" \\
7ho are they, child? if they are 

decen~ people, it alters the case entirely." 
"They . 
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·" They are not decent people,'' said 

the child, pettishly ; " they are very 

genteel people, and dress quite beauti. 

fully, and have a country-house, ·where 

I have played many a tin1e ; and they 

have a fine instrument, and more books 

than you have, and I love them dearly." 

" But ,vho are they, my dear?" 

" ,,rhy, to be sure, they are their fa­

ther's daughters, l\Ir. Turner, the great 

baker; every body kno,vs ~Ir. Turner's 

shop, I suppose." 
The lady ·was distressed. She began a 

speech endeavouring to prove, that al. 

though gratitude ,eras yery good in its 

place, yet ,vhen it \vas advi~able to for­

get its object, then it 1,vas no longer 

good. but foolish, and irnproper, and un­

fashionable; but she checked herself in 

the rr1idst of this exordiun1, bv recollect-., 

ing that the intellects of her pupil ,:rerc 

unequal to all investigation, but that 

her inclination, youth, and ternper, could 

be 1norc casjly ,,Tought upon. She be~ 
0-' 111 n•· 
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gan to load her ,vith finery, take her to 
the play, though she fell asleep in the 
second act, speak of her in her own 
hearing as a wit and a beauty, shake 
her head kno,vingly ·whenever her city 
connexions ·were alluded to ; and there­
fore it ,vas no wonder that in a short 
ti1ne the child forgot the friends she had 
loved, gre,v ashan1ed of the parents she 
haJ honoured, learnt to prattle on st,b­
jccts of which she kne"v notl1ing, and to 
affect all the prc1nature airs of a ,Y01nan, 
"·jth n1cre than the usual ignorance of a 
c·hil(4 ~s children are nov{ usually in­
struc:tcd. 

Perhaps a "·01nanized child of this 
de~crjption js the 1nost disagreeable thing 
in existence, and is rendered only the 
1nore so, fr01n any talent or natuntl 
acuteness it n1ay happen to pos~ess. since 
that never fails to giYe a spice of sin to 
,vhat ,vould otherwise be 1ncre follv . ., The thinking n1incl shudders at the airs 
\.{ infantine coquetry and n1alicious 

sneerc;;, 
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sneers, which are 111erely ludicrous to an­

other stander-by; but how any person 

can be either indifferent to such a ·waste 

and perversion of hun1an nature, or be­

hold it ,vith pleasure, is inconceivable. 

l\irs. Thornton ·was, ho,vever, so far the 

<lupe of her O'-'~n folly, that she conceiv­

ed l\Iiss I-Ioldup the very first child she 

had ever known, and a decisive proof 

of her o-wn talents for education. It ,vas 

true she had lavished upon her all her 

stores of information, in the sa1ne ,vay 

that, agreeable to her own notions of 

dress and pleasure, she had expended 

upon her su1ns which her husband 

thought prodigious, and the result of 

both had been to n1ake her ,vhat n1ight 

be truly called a grand serious panto­

rnin1e or an artificial curiosity, for na-.. 
ture was completely banished her c01n-

position. 
" I~ook at my lovely ward," she would 

exclai1n, in rapture; '' how totally dif­

ferent she is fro1n any other clnlc.l ! she 
will 
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lvill never be 1nistaken for one of the 
lower order!" 

True; but neither could she be 1nis­
tnken for a gentlew0tnan: the ~ppem·­
ance of the child ·was that of a figurante, 
ready eqnipped for her part at the opera; 
for although in her twelfth year, she 
,vore trov;sers and petticoats that did 
not reach to her knees: they V/ere, it 
is true, trin1111ed ,Yith the 111ost costly 
~lechlin, formed by the 1nost tasteful 
n1illiner; but as her shape was by no 
n1eans graceful, and her 1node of life, by 
harassing her into pnny ill health, kept 
her ,Yretchedly thin, she rcse1n bled at a 
distance a sn1all windn1ill about to be 
set in 1notion ; and ,d1en near her, jt was 
hnpossihle not to believe that her clotl,t's 
had been stripped to the n1iddle, for the 
sake of washing her bony shoulders pcr­
fcctl v clean. 

But, alas! the interim· was 1nore 11 al.cd, 
or dressed in s01ne parts merc1y fur ex. 
hibition: the poor child kEcw the 0t\;ps · 

I of 
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of the la5t new dance and the nan1e of 
new 111usic; she could finger a little, and 
kne,v a few ,vords of French from the 
--rocabulary; but to the history of her 
~onntry she was a perfect stranger, and, 
,d1at ,:ras far ·worse, ,vas ignorant of all 
religion, all duties. -YVhcn she ,vas out 
of ter:nper, wliich ,Yas an increasing evil 
as she grew up, she ,vas told only that 
" it spoiled her face;'' if she were guilty 
of·glnttony, she ·was warned against in­
juring her shape ; but the real 1notive 
of good action, the foundation of pure 
principles, the necessity of self-control, 
were utterly unknown to her; she never 
saw thc1n acted upon, nor heard the1n 
explained. 

Such was the girl ,Yho noYv, with a 
hustling parade of affection, singled out 
)latilda as the only child whmn she 
thought . worthy of her patronage, ~nd 
whorn she intended to win and to use, 
,,·hen it suited her, in the very same 
lvay that fadics of twice her age so fre-

quently 
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quently n1akc their selection of friends 
in the acquaintance of an hour. 

l\liss I-Ioldup ,·ras disappojntcd in 
perceiYing that l\fatilda did not act as 
if she ,~·ere n1uch pleased, or 111uch flat­
tered, by her partiality; but this she 
i1nputed to pri<lc, and being very proud 
herself, she concluded that, on a little 
farther acquaintance, it ,vould only ren­
der thc1n better friends. Besides, she 
observed that Ellen ,vas at present 
the dearest friend of l\Iatilda; and al­
though she considered this a degrading 
choice, yet she had patience to ,vait, 
and cunning enough to aid, the time 
when l\latilda should see the superiority 
of such a girl as herself to poor Ellen, 
wh01n she concluded to be siinple, be­
cause she perceived her to be 111odest 
and 1nild. 

In the blitheson1c round of gaiety in­
spired by dancing, designs and airs of 
all kinds ,vere for a tin1e forgotten, and 
the sprightly 1nove1nents of the focL 

k ept 
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kept pace l\-'ith that hilarity of heart 

,vhich banishe~, for a ti111e, all those 

unnatural con1bi.natjons which disgrace 

the ingenuous breast of early life; but 

,vhen a pause ,,·as giYen for the purpose 

of refrcsh1nent, Yarious little parties ;.·\,ere 

fon11cd for conversation, and ~Ifos IIold­

up contriYed to n1011opolize l\Iatilcla, jn 

a v;ay that was painful to Ellen: disre­

spectful to the rest of tbe party, and c1n­

barrassing to her who ··was thus singled 

out, who becaine, with sornc, an object 

of envy, because the n1ost fashionable 

girl distinguished her; v;ith other,, one 

of conte1npt, for the san1c rerrson. It 
will be readily conceived th2.t )Iiss 

I-Iolclup was never insignificant: where 

she did not attract adn1iration, she nc­
ycr fuihxl to excite contcn1pt; and as 

t.he prrrty ·were of course for the n1ost . 

part m11iable hnd ,rcll-educated children, 

who~11 ::.\1 c. and I,I rs. (-larc"'-rood held up 

as c:~arnp1cs to their own, so the greater 

ntun bn\ by nwny: regarded this youllg 
lady 
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lmly as a weak, ridiculous girl, ·whose 
appearance excited surprise or disgust., 
and. w horn nothing but good n1anners 
co,i.?Jd prevent then1 fron1 laughjng at; 
and l\Iatilcla felt herself involved, fron1 
lier union with her, in that kind of snare 
which, of all others, ·was the n1ost gaUing 
to lier, as fr01n her very cradle she could 
never endure to be laughed at. 

1\Irs. Harewood perceived, fro1n the 
expression of her countenance, that she 

"bbonred under very considerable vexa­
tion, and she was at ti1nes afniid that, 
by smnc fri·itating expression or h~ngh­
ty toss, l\I~ti1da -..voulcl tarnish the ho­
nour, of the day, by giving a pang to tlic 
11e~·1+ Of(' t 11~1 t 1"1·1 "1·1<1 cti 1'1 lv;p--y l~;q1•e·11t ,,. 1., 1 -1. .._\Ji '- (l '-- v .... _.1. -..1..1. (.'- i) L,. ' 

,-vho::ic C'ycs were contint!ally bent npon 
h:::r, but ,vho wi~hcd to sec her act on 
the prcsc11t occu::;ion ·wit~10ut those influ­
ences her n1orc in1mcdintc pn:s£.'ncc -v;rs 
likely to inspire. "\Yhilc Yrith all tlie 
anxiety of a true friend this goocl lady 

t , 1·· ·1 1 ·1 ,. l wa cncc. ... hat! u.a, a qu1c {. rc.ttirng sounc 

I 3 ,.-vas 
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"\vas beard against the win<lov:s, ancl 
~Iatilda, a little surprised by the sound, 
and desirous of escapin<>' the tedious and 

0 

affected conversation of l\1iss Holdup, 
inquired what it was that she heard? 

" Quiz the West Indian," said the 
younger Euston; " she never saw it hail 
before." 

\Vith a very grave face, the elder i1n­
n1ediately caine up to her, and told her 
it ,vas raining con1fits-" If you please," 
said he, " you may see the1n through 
the windovvs, for it is not dark, though 
the 1noon is clouded." 

l\Iatilda v1ent eagerly to the window, 
for she ·w-as curious to observe a pheno­
menon entirely ne,v to l1er. She soon 
perceived thousands of little balls that 
fell as hard as stones, lying on the 
ground and the window-frarnes, and she 
vvas desirous of exmnining the1n further; 
hut 1· ust as she ,vets tnrninf>' to niake in-

• 0 

quiries of her fricucl I•:drnund, young 
}:uston interrupted lier by saying­

" -YV ell,, 

ll 

• 1, 

r 

f 
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" \\Tell, ~liss Hanson, you now see the 
co1nfits; would you like to taste them ? 
if you please, I will get you a spoonful." 

" I _should like to have a few certaii:i­
ly," replied she, " and will feel obliged 
to you to procure 1ne some of the1n." 

" Hush, hush!" said the youug ones 
to each other, all desirous to sec ho,v 
)Iatilda would look, n1any 1nerely frmn 
that love of play which is inherent at 
their age, others fro1n that 1nalicious 
spirit ,vhich is too frequently blended 
,vith a passion for fun. irr. Harev:oocl 
apparently took no notice, but he ho-ver­
ed about them, ~nd had the satisfi1ction 
of hearing several girls conde1nn the 
.Eustons, and prcfecs an intention of 
saving :\latilda fro111 swallo,-ving the cold 
hailstones. 

"You 1nay be easy,'~ said Edn1nnd, 
as they stood consulting together on 
the subject, vdwn in ran tbe youth with 
eagerness, crying-" Here is a spoonful 
of beautiful comfits; now open your 

I -t 1nouth 
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s:nouth and shut your eyes-that is th~ 
way to taste the1n in perfection:' 

'' Thank ycu, sir; I do not ,vant to 
e~t then1; l know they n1ust be sno\v, 
some kind of condensed snow, or ice: 
~.nd I ·wjshed to exainine the1n." 

" Sno1r-,; ! hov1 you talk !-it ncYer 
:nows 11.. July." 

" It never snov,:s at all in n1y coun­
try, of col~tse I knc,w Ettlc about it; 
but, u11le:"s Edrnund assures n1c to t.hc 

C')ntniry, I sh,Jl certainly conclude that 
these little ba1lc; ~re frozen rain-drops, of 

tlv· s ... nne nature with sno\\·." 
H 1-ou arc perfectly right, J) Iati1(L," 

said Edn1u11d, " and you haYc quizzed 
your quizzers Ycry completely:' 

" ~.Iiss IIanson has studied natural 
r,hHosoFhy," snid a young lady, snccr­

inolv, beina- one of t.hosc who souglit 
M • ....., 

J\Jiss I-Io1dup's acquaintance. ,; I hlv;ays 

thouo-h t that ., om1,0.· ladies in tlie \Vest 
L} ,.. l.1 

India isknds studjcd physical n1bjEcts 

t 1 t I ., 1norc n~n any o~ .1cr. 

f! 

a 

i . 
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" Physical subjects!" excla.i'n1ed seve­
ral of the party; " how very strange a 
study! ·what a very singular thing for 
girls to think of!" 

" I think you arc qui.te n1istakcn;' 
said Ellen, ,vith 1nore spirit than ,vas 
usual to her ; for although she conld not 
conceive that there was any hann in the 
study, she saw plainly that sorne spleen 
was in tended against i!atilda, and she 
loved her too dearly to stand by whilst 
any wound was inflicted which her in­
terference n1ight avert. 'l'hough the 
most gentle and unoffending in bcr na­
ture, yet she was capable of warn1 and 
active friendship, and of conrse was not 
a little astounded and hurt when the 
young lady replied-" Surely, l\lis~ 
J-Iarc,voocl, you cannot be ignGraut that 
all our great rnedical practitioners tor­
tt1rc anu kill animals for the purpose of 
ascertaining the nature of disca.:c~, and, 
in 1nany cases, undoubtedly for the 
purpose of learning how n1uch suffering 

.r 5 bodies 
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bodies of a certain size and texture are 
capable of enduring? Now, I don't doubt, 
l\liss Hanson, being so wise in other 111at­
ters, can tell you exactly how much pain 
is necessary to kill a slave, ho,v many 
stripes a child can endure, and how long 
hunger, beating, and torturing, 111ay be 
applied without producing death; and 
prove that, in case they do destroy a 
few blackies, that don't signify, if they 
can afford to buy 1nore." 

" ,, ... el1, and suppose lliss Hanson 
did kill s0111c of those creatures," cried 
nliss Holdup, " she can afford to buy 
111ore, at least her 111an11na can, ·which is 
1nuch the san1e; though, to be sure, 'tis 
a fine thing to be independent. For rny 

part, I think there is ten tin1es n1ore said 
about those filthy negrocs than signifies : 
dear me ! they are not to cmnpare to 
n1y Friskcy ; :tis the n1ost angelic crea­
ture of a dog! ,.v0rth fifty blacks any 
day, unless, to be sure, they were in 
handso!ne li vcrics.'' 

~ 

(' 

. 
lo 
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~iatilda had suffered in every nerve 
1-vhile the first lady spoke, but the de­
fence of the second hurt her ten tin1es 
n1ore, as it appeared to indicate a hard­
ness of heart, a daring to n1ake light of 
a n1ost solemn subject, and one to which 
she had giyen n1uch serious thought, 
and she hastily plucked R\vay the ann 
l\Iiss I-Ioldup had taken, and \Vould have 
retired, but she "Was hen1n1ed in by a 
circle, and could not escape. The young 
lady replied to her advocate in a fawning 
voice-" .Ah, dear l\Iiss Holdup! you 
are fond of defending any body you take 
a fancy for; but I an1 certain, if you ,vere 
really 011 the spot, you could not bear to 
see those things your new friend has 
been in the habits of doing. I an1 told, 
n1ere children an1use the1nseh-es in Bar­
badoes with sticking pins into the legs 
of little children, dropping scalding seal­
ing-wax npon their arn1s, and cutting 
lines and stars in th<.:ir necks vvith knives 
and sci %ars.'' 

J f, " Yes," 
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" Y cs/ added one of the Eustons, 
" and the 111ost delicate ladies arc v;aitccl 
upon by naked s1..-i..-es, whose bare backs 
nre J)robab1y blccdinSl· fr01n the recent 

~ u 

effects of a sound wh1 pping, jnflicted, pro-
bably, because :.Ii~;sy's dolly had fallen, 
mid broken h2r nose, out of :i\Iissy·s o,vn 
11rinr1-: ·, 
_. '-.l • .. ~'- ._ • 

" Shocking cre~turcs !"-" Dreadful 
,=rretchcs !:' - H \\-icked creatures !" -
" l-IoYv terrible !"-'· I-Iow abon1inablc !'' 
wc:rc cxc!a:nations naturally uttered on 
cyery side, and those who, on ~Iatilda·s 
innocent triun1ph, had in the first instance 
pressed around her, now ·withdre,v fron1 

her side, shrinking as frmn sorncthing 
rnonstrous and loathson1e in nature; mH.l 
sueh v;as the b1~stle and confu!:iion br­
twccu these ,vho were cager to inquire, 

1 ,. l • anu tnose ~ ... vrw Yverc rnorc cager to 111-

fonn, that the fow who encle~vourcd to 
di ·,;ert atter1tion frorn the su bjcct, or Hl­
sist upon the pictures p1·c·sentcd being 
overcharged, could not be he[ rd . 

.... f ~til<fo. 

t ,, 
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~Iatilda, overwheln1ed vdth burning 
blushes, was 11tterly unable to articulate 
a sy Hable, n1uch less to stern the torrent 
which, in accusing her country in gene-

. ral tern1s, v:as airned at her in particu­
lar: her conscience accused her of n1any 
crin1cs, ,\;hich, though far removed fro1n 
atrocity like this, ,vere yet utterly un­
justifiable, and, as she no,v believed, 
n1ight haYe led to the utn1ost lirnits of 
tyranny, cruelty, and oppression, and all 
she felt or feared in her own conduct 
sec111ed to rise to her memory, and stainp 
conscious guilt on her expressive features; 
and while thus labouring under the tor­
n1ents of a wounded spirit, the Eustons, 
rejoicing in her confusion, pointed it out 
as a certain proof of her conscience up­
braiding her, and a fresh volley of crimes 
and accusations were ponred forth. It 
·was in vain that Ed111und atte1npted to 
be heard, and that Charles challenged 
every one to fight in her behalf, and that 
Ellen, ·with distressing vociferation and 

tears 
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tears gushing into her eyes, kept again 
and again exclaiming-" It is not true­
I mn sure it is not; there are many good 
people in the West Indie~, and nobody 
can be so ,vicked in the ,vide world. 
You tell these tales on purpose to 1nake 
us ill-fie !. fie !'' 

The agonized countenance of Ellen, 
by presenting a striking contrast to its 
usual expression of 1njlcl benevolence,. 
told l\Ir. Harewood it ,vas ti1ne for hi111 
to interfere. He had, for some 1ninutes, 
hovered near, perceiving some kind of 
conspiracy, and thinking that his pre­
sence ·would be less observed than that 
of either of the ladies; and at his near 
approach, the aggrieved, accused, dis­
cmnfited .t\fatilda, whose eyes had been 
long cast on the ground, ventured to look 
up; for although she had a considerable 
general· feeling of av;e for ~Ir. IIarc­
wood, yet she had the 1nost perfect reli­
a.lCe on his justice and kindness ; and 
~shamed and conscious of past error as 

she 
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s11e no,v ,vas, she yet felt assured of his 
protection and n1ercy. 

The moment her eye really 1net his, 
all her hopes felt confirn1ed; and in the 
joy and exultation it gave her, she ac­
quired strength to burst through the 
crowd; rushing fonvards, she sought re:. 
fuge in his anns, and laid her burning 
cheek on the kind hand he extended to­
,vards her. 

Ellen, at this 1non1ent, ,vas for the first 
tiine attended to, as she cried out with 
still stronger pathos-" Dear papa, I ain 
so glad you are here ! for you will tell us 
the truth-you will convince every body 
that people in the ,,rest Indies do not 
torture their poor slaves for nothing but 
their own wicked pleasure." 

" l\Iy dear little advocate, as I have 
never been in the ·\Vest Indies, I have 
no right to contradict such eYidence as 
has been brought forward by respectable 
,vi tnesses." 

A cry of exultation began to pass the 
lips 
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·nps of the Euston party, but they •,vcTc 

silent as .0Ir. I-I~rewood began to speak 
. 

again. 

" I an1 the n1ore inclined to think 
these cruelties n1ay son1etimcs take pbce 
in our islands, because I have n1yself 
witnessed similar effects in this country, 
where the barbarians who pr:ictisccl thc1n 
·were much curtailed in their poy~-cr, aucl 

prove<l rather the disposition than the 
actual treatrnent of ,vhich you speak, 
towards their unhappy victin1s." 

" Indeed !" exclaimed they, with 
anxious curiosity, pressing nearer to the 
speaker. 

" Yes," added =.\Ir. Harewood, raising 
his voice, and assuming a serious aspect; 
" I have this very evening heard Yrords 
applied to the heart of an unoffending 
individual, 1nore painful than the lash, 
and seen looks directed against her, n1ore 
torturing than any of the hateful opera­
tions yon have mentioned; and I have 
not the least hesitation in saying, that 

those 

' " 
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· those who could thns treat an mniable 
fellow-creature, and one who, as a stran­
ger, is thrown upon their kindness, and 
entitled at least to their politeness, 
would, if they had the power, v,ronnd 

· the body also, and rnight, by hardeniug 
their hearts against the clnims · of lnnna­
nity, in a short ti1ne becoine cap::ible of 

every possible enonnity." 
_1-\.n awful silence, strikingly contrasted 

,Yith the late lively dance and its fo1l0-w­
ing conversational bustle, now s2.t on 

· every tongue; the self-convicted were 
ashan1cd of their conduct, the doubtful 
satisfied, and the friendly ddighted; and 
desirous of stainping an import:Jnt lesson 

in the 1non1ent of ayv~kcncd feeling and 
intelljgence, J\Ir. Hare't,;rood co11tin:1ccl 
to say-" !-Iuman natu:rc, ubs ! is full 
of bad propensities; and ,v bcn situation 
and the po-wer of indulgence strengthen 
them, no ,vondcr that n1an b~conies self-
ish first, then hard-hearted, and lastly, 
even ferocious tov~'ards others. ,;Vhen, 

enlightened 
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cnlighten€d by education and taught by 
l'Cr gion, he rises fro1n this state of bar. 
i)arity, ~nd becon1es not only civilized, 
but lnnnane, gentle, condescending, and 
charitable, he 111erits great praise, for he 

, has achieved great labour-he has con­
quered great difficulty; the very angels 
in heaven rejoice over hin1 ; and this 
child, this blushing, tre1nbling, self-con­
de1nning, but self-corrected child, has 
done this. Look up, n1y dear nlatilda ~ 
let ,Yho will sneer at you, I an1 proud of 
you ; and there is not one person pre­
sent ·who would not honour themselves 
if they could ensure your acquaintance. 
I was the first to correct vou, nor will ., 

I ever flatter you, but I ,vill ahrays pro-
tcet and defen<l you, so long as you con­
tiuue to 1nerit the high regard I 1101.v 

feel for you." 
The s1yeetest tears she had eyer shed 

110,v ran do,vn the cheeks of ~Iatilda as 
I\Ir. Hare,vood pronounced this eulogy, 
and it ,dll be e~sily concei\ cd that all 

thr; 

• I 
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the really good and sensible part of the 
con1pany eagerly sought to sooth her 
spirits and convince her of their regard, 
while her late torn1entors either slunk 
away, as much asha1ned as they ·were 
despised, or, by an ingenuous confes­
sion of error, paved the ·way for return­
ing estee1n. 

1\liss Holdup arrogated to herself 
great praise for having defended ·what 
she called the right side, and so delight­
ed was poor Ellen "'.-vith every body and 
every thing which favoured her young 
friend, that she began to take a great 
fancy to the silly affected girl, n1crely 
because she thought that she lo-ved ~Ia­
tilda; but l\latilda herself felt that her 
seYcrcst pang had arisen fr01n the Ycry 
<lefcncc thus adopted, and ,\·hile she 
thanked l\Iiss Holdup for her good 
wishes, she yet shrunk n1ore than eyer 
fro1n forn1ing an inti111ate acquaintance 
·with one \\' hon1 she considered as little 
better than un. uuton1aton figure, on 

,vhich 
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which fine clothes rnight he hung, and 
·whose tongue had been taught to n1ove 

for the purpose of repeating the silly 
gibberish which ill-infonned women re­
peat to uninforrned children, in order to 
render then1 rrs stupid, proud, and silly 

· as thern '.,el Yes. 

On the follon1ing day, the party 1.:vere 

natura1ly the su~jcct of conversa~ion, 
a~Hl l\Irs. I-Innso11 h ~d gre~t p1e:.:isurc in 
findin.g· that th~ bedizened doll, v:ho had 

<...J 

been so decidedly her da:.1ghter's curnpn-

, nion tbe evening before, ·was by no means 

her chosen 0112, that distinction being 
reserved for Elle;1 only, whose kind heart 
,vould l1~Yc been almost broken, had she 
in,ngincd such n pnrtiality .indeed rcci~ 

l l 1 f' .I'. • rroca, out \VUO WHS as ree 11'0111 JCa-

lotrny of l\:Iiss IIolclnp as she was full of 
conC.dcncc in l\latiTda. 

I,!rs. IIan:•sood on this occas~on rc­

n1arked, that she had ncvci· seen two girls 
n1orc likely to fonn a 1nutual and lm)tiug 

friendship than I~llen an<l l\Iati]<la, be-

cause -

11 
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cause they ,vere likely 1nutually to be­
nefit each other, since they v-.rould, she 
trusted, possess the saine good principles 
and dispositions, but each having a cha­
racter of her oYvn, ,Yould bcco111e service­
able to the other. ~Iatilda had n1ore 
discrin1ination and firmness than Ellen, 
who, on her part, bad a forbearance, pa­
tience, and gentleness, ,vhich nature as 
"'ell as habit lmd jn a degree left her 
friend but poorly provided ,-vith; but 
she said it ,vou1d not be surprising if 
their n1ntual affection and reciprocal 
a<lrniration should, in ti1ne, cngraft the 
virtues of each upon the other, and she 
hoped to see l\Iatilda as 1neek as }:llen, 
and I~:llcn as finn and energetic as 
:\ I atilda. 



190 THE IlARBADOES GIRL. 

CHAPTEH, XIII. 

THE happy family-party at l\fr. I-Iarc­
·wood's was necessarily soon broken up, 

as l\Irs. Hanson took a house at Bromp­
ton, on account of the 1nildness of the 

air, and the young friends ,vere then se­

parated. Their rcn1oval was facilitated 

by the arrival of that ,vest Indian lady 

and her little gfrl, whon1 we have al­

ready 111q1tionecl as being stripped of 

nearly all her possessions, and wh0111 )1r. 

and .i\Irs. I-I~rewood were peculiarly de­

sirous of accon11nodating in their house, 

until some plan for her future situation 

should be fixed upon. They were not 

of that nun1ber who can receive a rich 

friend with pleasure, and leave a poor 

one to shift for themselves; on the con­

trary, l\Irs. \V eston and her little J:Iar-
riet 

ar,j 

)Irl, 
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net \Vere received by the1n, not only 
,vith affection, but all those attentions 
,vhich \Vere due to her forn1er sitnation~ 
and the loss of which never fails to be 
reculiar1y afilictive to those \vho labour 
under the privations to which they have 
been accuston1ed. 

A.s soon as l\frs. I-Janson had arranged 
her household at Bron1pton, she hasten­
ed to entreat l\1r. and lHrs. Harewood 
and their fainily to spend an early day 
·with her, and was then introduced to 
l\Irs. "\-V cston, who1n she knew ,vell by 
report, and for ,vhose altered situation 
she \va.s truly concerned, especially after 
she became acquainted with her, as the 
suavity of her 1nanners, the quiet dig­
nity of 1nind, and unaffected resjgnation 
·with ,vhich she bore her n1isfortunes, 
coul<l 11ot fail to prepossess her in fiwour 
of so ,-vise and good a sufferer, ·who ,vas 
like,visc so cheerful and ·willing to be 
happy. 

IIarrict was a little gir], about six 

years 
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years old at this ti1ne; a tolerably good 

child, but certainly subject to the san1e 

errors (though in a far less degree) which 

had forn1erly distinguished l\latilda; and 

as she wanted incessantly s01nebody to 

do s01nething for her, and there was no 

longer a slave at her com1nand, her 1no­

ther 1vas too frequently obliged to be 

that serYant-a circun1stance which ren­

dered the young IIarewoods 1nuch less 

fond of I-Iarrict than they ·would other-

1vise have been, and which, at ti1nes, tired 

the ten1per of even the gentle I~llen. 

~Iatilda's ·whole n1ind was absorbed 

by this little girl, on 1d1on1 she conti­

nnu11y cast looks of the deepest interest: 

her n1otbcr i1npu tcd the serious air she 

v;orc to a regret YcIT natural at her age, 

on re, isiting the Louse where she lrn.d 

been so liapp)y, and she felt son1e fear lest 

it s1~ou1d continue to haunt her n1ind: 

sl1e had likc\visc 111any forebodings as to 

the future education of ber daughter, be­

ing sensible that she had enjoyed advan-
tages 

r. . 

to 
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tages in Mr. Harewood's house of no 
co1n1non character, and she very candidly 
related all that was passing in her mind 
to that kind lady, ·whose n1aternal love 
for her child rendered her the 1nost proper 
judge for the future, as she had proved 
herself the truest friend for the past. 

l\1Irs. I-Iarelvood very strenuously re­
co1nn1cnded her to procure a good go­
verness for her daughter, as it 1vas hardly 
to be expected that she could bring her­
self to part with her only child, other­
wise a school 1night have been more ad­
vantageous to a girl of such a very active 
and social disposition as that which Ma­
tilda now 1nanifested; but, above all, 
she pressed l\1rs. Hanson to endeavour 
to preserve in her that spirit of hun1ility 
which never fa.ils to produce obedience, 
subdue passion, and open the 1nind for 
the reception and nurture of every vir­
tue. 

On the arrival of 1\1:rs. Hanson, l\1rs. 
Harewood had left the real i1nprove-

1( 1nents 
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111ents of l\1atilda to be discovered by 
circumstances ; and as the n1other and 

daughter ,vere seldo1n apart, she had not 

spoken of the kind and charitable actions 

which l\'Iatilda had performed, fearful of 

injuring by praise those blossoms \Yhich 

were now only beginning to expand; 

but she now dilated on thern with plea­

sure, both to the happy 111other and ):Irs. 

,v-eston; and such ,vas the effect of this 

discourse to the foriner, that tears of 

pleasure and gratitude to Heaven ran 

down her cheek. l\Iatilda, although 

still engaged \Yith the child, catd1ing a 

vie,v of her 1nother under this e1notion, 

could not forbear running up to her, and 

tenderly inquired what -was the 1n_at­

ter? 
" r,. othing at all, 111y love, at least no­

thing painful; we haYc been speaking of 

you-I am anxious to engage you a go­

verness." 
·' Y'Vell, n1mnma; and will ~lrs. ,,res-

ton be so good as to undertake n1e ?" 
The 
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The ladies all started, but by no n1eans 
,vith any syn1pto1n of dismay, although 
~'lrs. Hanson said, ,vith some confusion

1 

to l\Jr~. ,v eston-" l\ily little girl takes a 
great liberty, ma'a1n, but you n1ust par­
don her premature request; she fancies 
you are an old friend, I believe, because 
you are her countrywo1nan." 

" I ·wish sincerely I had any other 
claim to being considered her friend, 1na­
da1n, as in that case·--" 

l\Irs. ,v eston suddenly checked her­
self, her colour rose, and the tears stood 
in her eyes. 

" Suffer me, my dear friend, to inter­
pret your silence for i'.Irs. Hanson ; in 
that case you ,vould not object to un­

#dertaking the charge which l\iatilda has 
very innocently, though very abruptly, 
been ·willing to assign to you ?" 

" If you are a faithful interpreter, I 
will call you a n1ost agreeable one," sai<l 
l\irs. Hanson, " for l\'.lrs. ,v-eston "~ould 

K 2 be 
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be an equal acquisition to both n1e and 

1ny daughter." 

l\1rs. VV esto~~ wiped her eyes-" Be­
lieve 1ne, dear ladies," said she, " grate­

ful for the good opinion with which you 

so evidently honour 1ne, and truly de­

sirous of profiting by the offer your 

goodness 1nakes n1e; but you are both 

mothers, and will, I am certain, consider 

my situation as such. I am ·but newly 

arrived; it will take son1e tin1e to wean 

my poor child frorn her habits, and to 

send one so very young to school is a 

painful consideration ; in a fe,v n1onths 

I shall be happy indeed to avail n1yself 

of your goodness, and enter with plea­

sure on so pro111ising a task." 
l\frs. Hanson was just going to express 

her entire approbation of this proposal, 

,vhen l\1Iatilda, -..vith a modest but earnest 

air, entreated perrnission to speak, which 

was i1111nediately granted. 
" Do not tl1ink 111e vain nor presum- n 
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ing, dear l\'lrs. ,v-eston, if I say, that 
whilst you are 1ny governess, I ·will; vvith 
my mam1na's permission, . becon1e little 
I-Iarriet's governess; I am quite sure it 
,vill do us both a great deal of good, for 
she "'rill every hour remind 111e how 
much more naughty, and tiresome, and 
provoking I used to be when I first came 
over, and teach me to endure ·with pa­
tience, and re1nove ,vith gentleness and 
firmness, the errors ·which in so young 
and engaging a child clain1 my compas­
sion rather than blame. I shall love her 
very dearly, I am certain, because I see 
she is of a loving temper, notwithstand­
ing her faults; and I am certai"Q, if she 
feels as I do, she will love me for curing 
her of them : then I will teach her all l 
kno,v, and as I shall i1nprove every day, 
you kno·w I shall iinprove her also. 
Dear 1nan1n1a, pray let me try ! I do 
not know any ,vay in which a girl rke 
me can shew gratitude to Cod so effec­
tually, as in endeavouring to ,1nake ~11y 

K 3 fellow-
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fellow-creature as happy as n1yself, and 
especially my o,vn little country-wo1nan.'' 

'l'he tenderness and eurnesh1ess with 
·which this request ,-ras urged, as ,vell as 
the excellent rnotive, insured its succe6s; 
and in a fe,v days the mother and daugh­
ter removed together to Brmnpton, and 
a regular system of education ·was en­
tered upon, ,vhich was indeed attended 
·with the n1ost happy effects, although 
it is probable that l\fatilda found her 
ne,v office abound with trials, of which 
she could forn1 no idea until experience 
taught her. It is however certain that 
she received as n1uch benefit as she com­
municated, and that she lear;:ied the les­
:,ons of virtue ,vhilst in1parting the111 to 
her little pupil, v;ho proved a very tract­
able and intelligent child, after she had 
become weaned fro1n those habits ,-vhich 
were in a great 111easure inseparable fron1 
her late situation h1 life. It is probable 
that but for thjs sthnulus to her exer­
tions, l\'latilda "-'ou]d have neglected her 

education, 

h 
I 
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education, and sunk into indolent ha.bits, 

for want of those excitements ,vhich she 

haa found in the society of Ellen and 

her brothers; whereas no,v she endea­

voured, at every 1neeting w·ith this' dear 

fan1ily, to exhibit some in1 proven1ent or 

attainn1ent in her pupil, and these ·were 

inevitably connected ,vith her own. 

But notwithstanding the advantages 

~,J atilda possessed, and her earnest desire 

to profit by thern, and ·even the actual 

in1prove1nent she evinced, our young 

readers n1ust not suppose either that she 

was perfect, or that she had attained that 

st',ndard of excellence of ·which she ,vas 

cap,tble. l\fany a 1non1ent of petulance 

occurred with her provoking little pupil~ 

and airs of arrogance V/ere apt to swell 

her boso1n upon those occasions ,vhich 

called out the superiority of her fortune, 

or the cxLibition of tl1ose talents ,Yhich 

Cv • lcl not fail to be re1narked in her si-

1 uation of life. But on these occasions 

it was never difficult for ~·Irs. ,v cston or 
K 4 her 
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her good mamma to recall her to a sense 
of the folly and guilt of indulging such 
a temper; for her religious principles 
,vere deeply engrafted, and her sensibility 
genuine and active; so that the n1oment 
her mind perceived that she was ,vound­
ing a fellow-creature, and thereby offend­
ing God, her heart revolted fro1n her own 
conduct, and she lost not a m01nent in 
retracting the assertions of anger, and 
rendering, as far as she was able, every 
atonement for her error. 
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CHAPTER xiv·. 

TIME passed, and the children of either 
house exhibited those gradual changes 
which are scarcely perceptible to a pa­
rent's eye, which is ever accustomed to 
vie,v them. The young men exchanged 
school for college; the girls, under the 
protecting guardianship of their 1no­
thers, ,vere taken into public, and a ne,v 
sense of care, on a ne,v ground, per­
vaded those tender anxious hearts, ,vhich 
beat but for their beloved offspring, and 
which were perhaps 1nost solicitous for 
then1 at the ti1ne they ,vere indulging 
the innocent and artless gaiety natural to 
their age, and consistent with their si­
tuation. 

Adver~ity has, with great truth, been 
generally considered the means of 

K 5 strengthening 
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strengthening and purifying the heart, 
and perhaps every privation and inflic­
tion an earthly father tries his children 
with, ought to be regarded as an i111ita­
tion of that heavenly Parent ·who chas­
tens his own most-beloved children, by 
withholding or withdrawing the sources 
of their joy. Although fully aware of 
this truth, yet neither l\Irs. Hare·wood 
nor l\Jrs. Hanson considered it their duty, 
as son1e parents have done, to try the 
tempers of their daughters by unneces­
sary mortifications, and by syste1ns of 
teazing, such as disappointing them at 
the last mo1nent ·when they ·were going 
to a ball, forcing then1 to 1vear clothes 
that ·were unfashionable, or in a11y way 
con1pelling then1 to feel pain as result­
ing from obedience. On the contrary, so 
far as ·was consistent with the dignity of 
their own characters, and the better pur­
suits ·which engross0d the 1nost of their 
ti1ne, they entered into the wishes of 
their chi]dren, and by partaking their 

an1use1ncnts, 

\' . 
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amusements, and engaging in their con­

sultations in trifles, gave the1nselves a 

clai1n to confidence of 1nore importance, 

should any circumstance arise to render 

it desirable. To this it n1ay be added, 

that the girls well knew it ,vas for their 

sakes, and not for the enjoyment of the 

scene itself, that their good and sensible 

1nothers consented to accon1pany them ; 

and therefore they felt a new· link of at­

taclunent ,vove about their hearts for 

those beloved objects. ,r ery. different 

fro1n the respect and regard such n10-

thers awaken, is the sensation of those 

young ,vomen ·who vie,v rivals where 

they should see guides, and are called to 

blush for the dress, and shrink fro1n the 

conduct, of parents who thus forfeit all 

pretensions to duty and respect . 

.A.s Ed1nnnd Harev{ood had ever been 

a youth of profound thinking, and 

evinced those talents ,vhich "·ere likely 

to render his study of the la-w beneficial 

hoth to hin1self and the con1munity, l\'lr. 

K 6 Hare,vood 
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I-Iarelrood changed his opinion as to the 
profession he had originally designed hin1 
to pursue, and directed him to prepare 
for the bar, to his sincere satisfaction. 

Charles had for s0111e time evinced a 
great desire to enter the ariny; but as his 
mother could not conquer her feelings so 
far as to pern1it it, he ,vas at length in­
duced to resign the scheme entirely; but 
his anxiety to travel continuing as strong 
as ever, l\tlr. Hare,vood pron1ised, if pos­
sible, to procure hin1 s01ne situation in 
life ,vhich ,vould allow hitn to indulge 
his ,vishes, consistent ,vith his duty ; but 
this was conceded on the express tern1s 
of his diligent application to study ; and 
as he perceived himself the positive ne­
cessity of becoming a good linguist, he 
applied hi1nself to learning the 1nodern 
languages ·with great assiduity. 

Ellen gre,v up a pretty girl, hut l1er 
figure was din1inutive, and the gentle­
ll€SS and docility ,vhich had been ever 
her happiest characteristic, diffuse<l a 

Cilltl'lll 
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charn1 1of ferninine softness over her 

wholt~ person, ,vhich ,vas to n1any very 

attractive, though not striking. '"~he 

eq uani1nity of her temper had the effect 

of perpetuating that sn1ooth and di1nple_d 
description of countenance ·which is pe­

culiar to childhood; so that although a 

year older than l\!Iatilda, she appeared 

about two years younger; and when they 

were seen together an1ong strangers, she 

,vas considered as a younger sister sup­

ported by the kind attentions of her su­

perior ; for l\!Iatilda, although very mo­

dest, was dignified, and her person being 
elegant and tall, confir1ned the idea. 

In a short time l\irs. Hanson received 

several offers· fr01n 111e11 of fortune, for 

rvratilda, all of. which were politely but 

positively refused; for the poor girl al­
·ways shewed a decided dread of leaving 

her mother, and very ju.stly observed; 

that a. very intimatQ acquaintance ·was 

necessary between persons ·who bound 
the1nselves to so sacred and indissoluble a 

connexion 
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connexion as 1narriage ; and although 

naturally too generous and ingenuous to 

suspect others of acting from u1nvorthy 

n1otives, she ,vas yet a,vare that a young 

l\'Otnan ,vho has a large fortune in her 

own disposal, and ,vho has neither a fa­
ther nor brother to investigate the pri­

vate character of those who address her, 

has need of a 111ore than ordinary share 

of prudence, and will be wise in delaying 

a consent ,vhich deprives her of all con­

trol over the wealth of ,vhich Provi­

dence has appointed her the ste'\-vard. 

Although thus wise in her decision on 

this i111portant point, and ever assigning 

reasons which shewed how utterly un­

biassed her affections ,vere to,vards the 

candidates in her £.'lvonr, yet 1\:Iatilda 

did not always act ,vith equal ,visdon1; 

she was excessively fond of dancing, and 

as she acquitted herself ,vith uncon1111on 

grace, perhaps vanity furnished her with 

an additional 1notive for her desire to 

partake this amuse1nent more frequently 
than 

1 
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than it suited her 1nan1n1a; and once she 
accepted an invitation to a private ball, 
,vhen l\Irs. ''l eston was her chaperon. ,,r altzing ·was introduced, and l\1atilda, 
though by no means pleased with the 
general style of the dance, was struck 
,vith certain 1nove1nents which she 
thought graceful, and the day following 
began to practise the1n with her young 

t 
, , 

pro egee. 
"' I think you ,valtz very well," said 

l\1rs. "\V eston. 
" I soon should do so, I dare say, if I 

practised it; but as it was new to 1ne, I 
durst not venture last night, although I 
made a kind of half-promise to sir Theo-• 
dore Branson, that I ·would do it the very 
next time we 1net." 

" Do you call that waltzing?" said 
l\Irs. Hanson, laying do-wn her netting ; 
" it appears to me to be more the ·work 
of the hands than the feet a great deal ; 
and you go round and round, child, very 
foolishly, till one grows giddy to look 

at 
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at you-so, so-well, and what, do the 
gentlen1en stand by to gro,v giddy too?'' 

" Dear man11na, the gentle1nen waltz 
,vith the ladies; I said, you kno,v, that 
sir Theodore wished 1ne to do it, but I 
refused.'' 

" You did perfectly right; I should 
have been much hurt if you had waltzed 
with any man." 

" It is very fashionable, 1nother." 
"l\1ore the pity; but I am sure I need 

no argument against it to you, l\1atilda" 
" Indeed, n1ainma, I see nothing 

against it-I think it very graceful; and 
I am sure, if you had seen lady Em1na 
Lovell last night, you ·would have 
thought so too." 

" lVly adn1iration of her person would 
not for a rnoment hJ.ve · changed my 
opinion of her conduct. I see beautiful 
women who expose their persons in a 
manner I decidedly condemn (as I know, 
lVlatilda, you do likewise) ; looking at 
them as fine statues, I 1nay ad1nire the 
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work of the gi·eat Artificer; but the mo-

1nent I consider the1n as tcomen filling 

a respectable place in society, the ,vives 

and daughters of men of rank and pro­

bity, and, what is still stronger, ,vomen 

professing, at least non1inally, to be 

me1nbers of the Christian church, I turn 

from the1n with disgust and sorro-w; and 

though I sincerely despise all affectation 

of 1nore exalted purity than others, I 
yet ·will never hesitate to give 1ny voice 

against a folly so unworthy of my sex, 

and ·which can be only tolerated by wo­

men ·whose vanity has destroyed that 

delicacy ·which is our best reco1nn1en­

dation." 
IVI-atilda applied all her rnother said to 

,valtzing, and thought it was equally just 

·with the sh·ictures she herself ever felt 

true, with regard to the 1node of dress 

adopted by son1e ,vhon1 she 1net in pub­

lic. Ellen and herself ,vere ever well, 

and even fashionably, dressed; but yet 
they steered clear of the fa ult they con-

de1nned: 
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demned: for some time the sisterly af­
fection vrhich really subsisted between 
them induced them to appear in si1nilar 
dresses; but as l\fatilda rose to wo111an­
hood, a fear lest Ellen should be induced 
to expence, added to so1ne jokes that 
were passed upon lier respecting Charles, 
induced her to forego this plan, and El­
len had too much good sense to pursue 
it further; and as the acquaintance of 
.l\1:rs. I-Ianson increased, l\1atilda ,:vas 
necessarily led into parties where J~llen 
could not meet her, so that they becan1e 
in s01ne degree divided in person, but 
their attachment remained the same. 
l\frs. Hanson ,vas desirous that her 
daughter should take a n1ore extensive 
vie,v of society than was necessary for 
Ellen; she dreaded an early marriage for 
her, although she thought it desirable to 
bring her into society, being persuaded 
that young w0111en of large fortune too 
frequently are rendered unhappy in the 
1narriage state by being dazzled at their 

first t'd 
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first outset in life by the novelty and 

gaiety of the scene around tJ1e1n, which 

leads them to expect a continuance of 

the same brilliant career, incoinpatible 

with the duties of that state into which 

they incautiously plunge ; ,vhereas a 

short tin1e passed in life would she,v 

then1 the inefficacy of trifling a111use-

1nents und splendid sho,v to procure real 

satisfaction, and lead the1n to investigate 

those circn1nstances in the minds and 

situations of· their admirers most likely 

to ensure their future felicity, and n1ost 

consonant with their real ·wants and 

,vishes. The tender and judicious 1no­

ther sa,v, ,vith the truest pleasure, that 

the well-turned 1nind of her daughter 

ever pointed to the scenes of sin1ple en­

joy1nent and virtuous intelligence ,vhich 

illu1nined her early years; but in her pe­

culiar situation she ,vas a,vare that 1'1a­

tilda, to a certain degree, should adopt 

the apostle's advice-" Try all things, 

deavc to that which is good." 
On 
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On_ the other hand, l\ilr. and lVIrs. 
Harewood, as the young people advanced 
to-wards maturity, had felt it a point of 
delicacy, however sincere and ardent 
their friendship might be, in a slight de­
gree to abstain from that intimate and 
daily intercourse ·which had so long and 
happily subsisted bebveen the fc'tmilies. 
'l'he days ,vere past ,vhen Charles could 
romp ,vith, or EdmunJ instruct l\fatil­
da; and although they held the sa1ne rank 
in society, yet as the noble fortune of 
~iatilda (increased 111aterially by the re­
tired lvay in which her 1nother lived 
during her _infancy) entitled her to 1nar­
ry a ~ tOblenian, l\:Ir. Harewood djd not 
choose that the presence of his sons 
should cause reports ,vhich might pre­
-vent her from receiving offers of this 
nature. He was attached to l\fatilda as 
if she had been indeed his child, but he 
,vas too independent, as ,vell as too ho­
nest, to render either his present affec­
tion, or his past servicesi the n1ediu111 of . . 
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increasing the general regard Matilda 
had 111anifested for both his sons into a 
decided .predilection for either; nor was 
he aware that either of the young 1nen 
had for her that peculiar attachment 
which a 1nan ought to feel for a wife . 
Edmund was wrapt apparently in a 
profession ,vhich is in its own nature ab­
sorbing, and Charles appeared too eager 
to travel to have any tendency to early 
1narriage. 

About a "reek after the foregoing 
conversation had taken place between 
~1atilda and her n1other, the former went 
again to a ball with a lady of rank, who 
engaged to be her guardian for the night, 
as l\!lrs. Hanson and l\1rs. ,v cston had 
both caught severe colds fr01n being out 
late together. 

Lady Araminta l\tiontague, the con­
ductor of l\ilatilda for the evening, \\"as 
a fashionable and she,vy ,voman, who 
never appeared in public ,vithout being 
surrounded by all those who affected to 

b€ 
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be considered persons of taste, and fitted 
to 1nove in the first sty le. She ,vas no,v 
sought ·with 1nore than com1non avidity 
on account of her attractive companion. 
who1n she endeavoured to she,v off in 
the happiest 1nanner, by leading the light 
conversation of the moment to subjects 
familiar to l\iatilda's observation, or like­
ly to dra·w from her those remarks in 
which the ability and talent she possess­
ed Yvould be naturally, yet strikingly dis­
played. Of this species of kindness l\Ia­
tilda ,vas ,vholly unconscious, as it ·was 
one in ,vhich the efforts of her own 
friends had never been shewn ; ·when, 
therefore, she found herself the universal 
centre of attraction in the roon1, it was 
no ,vonder that her spirits ·were unusu­
ally elated, and her vanity took the lead; 
so that when the sprightly dance added 
its intoxicating po1-vers, and her mind 
was entranced by the pleasure of the mo-
1nent, she forgot the resolutions and 
opinions for1ned in a wiser hour. 
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,,Then the two first country-dances 
1 • b 

were ff' r,r, seven-., parties egan, as on 

the preeeding nit,~1 t., t o fonn into cou­

ples for the p 11rposr- of waltzing, at that 

time a Hovelty ii this country; and 

,vhile ~1atilda '\\'as looking at then1, to 

her surprise, sir 'l'heodore Branson just 

entered the roo1n, and asked the honour 

of her hand, which he ahnost claimed as 
. 

a promise. 
This young gentleman was considered 

the handso1nest man, and the most ele­

gant dancer, in the circles of fashion. 

That he was at once a shallo,v coxcomb, 

and an encroaching acquaintance, unfor­

tunately did not prevent many young 

ladies from desiring him as a partner , 

and when Matilda perceived the leer of 

envy, and the pause of observation di­

rected to,vards her, she half gave him 

her hand, being conscious that her own 

figure and style of dancing would be su­

perior to any other of the candidates for 

admiration that bad preceded her ; yet 
she 
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she paused, re1nen1bering her n1other's 
·words, and, with a kind of anxious, fear­
ful gaze, that fell like a veil over the 
exultation and gaiety of her features, she 
looked an appeal to the lady ·who ,vas 
her guide, or ought to have been. 

" Really, n1y dear, I don't knffw what 
to say ; but as the thing .is new, if you 
are not quite cn1, .fa-it, you will be par­
doned, and sir Theodore js so adn1irable 
a partner, I really think ·you n1ay ven­
ture to try." 

l\1atilda, jn a caln1er n1on1ent, ,vould 
have seen ho,v totally distinct her lady­
ship's feans were to those w·hich pos­
sessed her n1other; but the flutter of her .. 
spirits, the den1ands of her ;vanity, and 
the address of her partner, con1bined to 
hurry her forward, and she found herself 
in the 1nidst of the group before she ·was 
a1-vare: it was then too late to recede: 
the 1notion for a short ti1ne restored her 
spirits ; but as the ar1n of sir Theodore 
encircled her waist, deep confusion over-

·wheln1ed 
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v;heln1ed her. she blushed to a degree 
that ,Yas absolutely painful; and though 
unable, in the hurry of the n1otio11, to 
entertain a positive reflection, yet a 
thousand thoughts seen1cd to press at 
once for adn1ittance, all tinged ,-..; ith 
self-reproach; and at le11gth, unable to 
endure the1n, ~he sudden1v lai<l her hand . ~ 

upon her forehead, and rm1, or rather 
reeled, to her scat. 

As it wm; the nature of the dance to 
produce the sensation of dizz111e~s, this 
(·ircun1stancc excited no particular atten­
tion, and her partner 1ncrcly rallied her 
upon it~ "·ith thut air of uadillage young 
n1en no-w-a-days pretty generally adopt. 
1◄:Yery word he 1~ttcrcd ·was distressing 
to I\latilda, "·ho fdt a~; if 8hc ,\·ere in­
sulted by l1i~ frccrlotn~ and had degra<le<l. 
herself too far to eujoy the right of re­
senting it; her natiYe pridt, 110\\"C\'el, 

contending with her sdf.cmHien111atio11. 
she rc1novcd ber hand fru111 lie1 eyes, i11 
c.,rdc-r to give hi1n a look wltid1 would 

L repel 
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1·epd his in11Jertincnce, and, to her utter 

astonishment, saw three gentlen1en stand­

ing Lefore, and looking earnestly upon 

her; two of these were her friendf, Ed­

n1 und and Charles Harewood. 

The n10111ent she looked up, the first 

,vithdrew, but Charles and .the stranger 

advanced; they did not, however, find 

i-t very easy to approach her, guarded as 

bhe was by the officious sir Theodore; 

but as Charles was not easily put by any 

intention he had forn1cd, he succeeded 

in inquiring after her health and intro­

ducing his friend l\Ir. llehnont to her. 

" I am ycry glad-I n1ean I did not 

kno:w you were here," sai<l l\Iatiltla, con­

fnsedl y. 
'" l\fr. Del1nont introduced us. ,v e 

only arrjved frmn Oxf,.>rd yesterday, and 
Ellen being , cry anxious that ~Ir. Bel­
n1ont should see you, proposed our 

coming hither.'' 
.A .. little relieved, frorn observing that 

f :dn1nncl still did not join thc1n~ under• 
1vhosq 

f, 
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whose eye she felt that she should ha.Ye 
shrunk, l\1atilda ventured to look at 
l\lr. Behnont, recollecting that she had 
frequently he2rd hin1 n1entioned as the 
friend of both the brothers during their 
residence at Oxford, L!nd that be had been 
the Yisitant of the farnily the pr2ceding 
,\'inter, when she v:us on an excnrsion 
to Bath ; she knew that he 1Yas bigh1y 
esteemed by the fiunily, and av;are in 
v.,rhat a favourable point of Yie,v their 
affection for her ·would lead thern to re­
present her, the icka that her first intro­
tluction had taku1 place at a n1onw11t 
·which, of all others, she 1nost regretted, 
was really insupportable to her. 

IJady .. Araminta ende~rvourcd by her 
praise to rc1110Ye the chagrin which her 
j11genuous ~ountcnance (ever the faith­
ful harLi11gcr cf lier thoughts) betrayed 
so plainly-" I nssurc you, n1y dear,'' 
said she, ,~ that for so1ne tin1e you per. 
ionncd Ycry prettily; didn't you thiuk 
so, l\Ir. 1-Iarewood ?" 

I (,) . ,... "Pardon 
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. ·• Pardon inc, 111y lady, for differinp: 
\rith You-I liaYc seen a countiT adrc.ss . . 
do it nn1ch better; indeed I said so at 

tl1c 1110111ent-l3clmont kno-ws I did! 

ancl n1y brother obserYed that--" 
.1\t this n101uc11t the country-dances 

recon11nc11ced, ancl :l\Iatilda ,Yas hurried 

away, although her solicitude to hear what 
Edmund said mnounted to rnisery; · but 
as Charles ·ffas addrcssjng lady .. ,:\.ran1in­

ta, 11ot her, it "·as impossible to a~k; 

besides. no small portion of anger at 
I~dtnund n1ingled ,YHh her anxiety­

he had ncycr yet approached her. She 

knew indeed that his ideas of fen1iniue 
deconnn ,Yerc rigid, but still he had 110 

right to resent her conduct. or he 1night 
.lw.Yc told her as a frjcnd, as he used to 

,lo, "·herein she erred . .i\s thc-,c thoughts 
:-trnck upon her n1i11d, he pn-:iscd her in 
the <lan~c·, and 1nm1c her a profound bo-w 
of recognition; she w·itc:hcc1 to the bot­
tomt nnd pcrcci,·cd bi1n engaged jn ear­
nest conycr~ation with a Ycry lo,-cl v . . 

\'Ollllfl' ., n 

' 
L 
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young person, vd10rn she rc1nc1nhPrcd 

as one of tLose Yvbo refused to v;altz ; 

again her hcrat s11vJtc her, yet her m1ger 

'\n1s the 111orc pred01nina11t en1otion, nnd 

she folt as if J~chnnnd 1--IarcY,'OOd had 

injured her beyond forgiveness. 

The "'altzing rccon1n1cnced, bn t tl1c 

very name of it '\Yrts no-\Y hateful to 

l\Iatilda, and she hastily entreated lady 

.. Armninta to order her carriage. Charles 

"·as near; accuston1ccl to rcacl her 
thoughts, he advanced to offer Lis hand 
to lead her down stairs-" You are not 

·well, l\Iatilda.'' said he, tenderly-'· at 

least not con1fortable-I mn sure you 

are not t' 
l\Iatilda replied only by a s111othcrcd 

~i O'h. 
b 

" They tell 1110,'1 continued Charles, 

" that you arc about to 1narry sir Theo­
dore 1Jranson ?'' 

; .. 'Tis false," said ~Iatilda qnicklr! her 

hos01n cYiclently palpitating with ~hmnc 

and anger. 
L 3 '" Then 



•· Then bow could yon think of waltL~ 
iug with ~1i1n ? I an1 sure neither Ed­
LI nnd nor myself v;ould ha-ve cfosed 
'brothers as we once <lccn1ed ourselves) 
·.o t:-rve t~ken-b .. 1t-really I beg par;.. 
don, IYliss IIanson; ·while I condern1 
~n-0ther, I intrude too far n1yse]f." 

";\\f ·11 . . . , 1,-'atl c.a ,,r2s Just steppn1g into t11e 
crn-.1·iag(' ; she +.urned her eyes on Charlc!S 
-thev ·were full of tears. tears sncl1 as he J , 

ha<l sc1u1 in her repentant eyes in early 
days; he ,vas affected ,vith them-he felt 
that the lPtttr pmt of his speech had 
J1urt her-tlint she v-;<1s not the fi1shio11-
nh]e belle, but stj]l the good girl he n1ust 
Joye and achnirc.- '· Then/' cried he, 
eager1,v, "' you ·wiil not niarry that sprig 
of a baronet-ch, 1\Iati1(la ?'' 

'" I will uot indeed." 
" .1\ncl do you not mean to "·altz 

'>(','')1·1, ')') c,t-,"' .. 

'· 1 ~ o ! I w~1s a fool once, but--" 
The ''..:!lTiagc drove off, nnd Charles 

rctunv'u ,vith a Hght heart to the ball­
rooni; 
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roorn ; but that of Edmund was very 
heavy, and the friends shortly left the 
gay scene, and returned to l\Ir. flare.,. 
·wood's 

J.4 CII.AP. 



'· I ,-rn,1. never go anywhere agai111.\'ith" 
out you, indeed, n1other, I mn det,.:-r­
n1jnccl," said I\Iatilda, ·with a sorrowful 
ufr, the follo,ving n1orning. 

This lvas the prelude to a confession 
of error, ·which in part relieved the 111ind 
of ::\Iatilda; but she ,vas still uneasy-she 
felt as if Charles "~ould be her apologist 
with his £nnily, for an error they ·were 
likely to blan1c in her; bnt the ardour of 
hjs n1anncr 111acle her feel 1nuch concerned 
for l1im-he was dear to her-she felt for 
hi1n a $ister·s affection, but felt that she 
conld neyc-r be n1ore to lii1n than she ,vas 
tl!cn . .£\nxious and restless, she earnestly 
desired h) sec l~llen, ,,·hose gcntlcnes.-, 
m1d dis11nssicmat2 o-ood ~c11se ·wou]d sooth <) 

tli 0 frctfulnc :s. nncl ,111.iy the uneasiness 

shC1 
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she felt; yet she could not bring herself 

to call on the finnily-shc had not the 

courage to 1neet 1'Ir. and ~Irs. 1-Iarc­

,,~ood. nor the cahnness she desired to 

sec either of the brothers vdth.. '\Yhilc 

she ,vas debating what course tp pnrsnc, 

to her infinite relief, she heard that 

}1:llcn, for ,vh01n she so earnestly wished, 

,vas. just arrived with her father, and 

that both of thc1n were in the library: 

before she had ti1ne to ·wclcon1e tbc1n, 

I~llen, running up stairs, hurried with 

lier into the dressing-room, and closed 

the door ,rith that air of secrccv which 

evinced her expt'ctation of giYing or re­

ceiYing intc11igcncc of hnportancc, and 

there was in her countenance an cxprc~.'-· 

:-.;ion which coinbinccl both joy and sor­

rov{. and was rcallv undcihiablc 
. ~ 

Full of her O'Wll cares, and anxious to· 

conceal the n1ost interesting part of them, 

;,Iatilda frn· so111e ti111c remained silcut, . 

n or did :Ellt<'l1 find the countt-rc rcouisitc 
~ 

1. 5. 
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for her ovn1 com1nunication; so that this 
1nuch-desired visit pro1nised little even­
tual satisfaction. To account for the si­
tuation of Elle1~. it is necessary to trace . . 
the eyents of the rnorning in her filther's 
house. 

\Vhen the family ,vere asse1nbled to 
breakfast, the conversation naturally 
turned upon the ball of the evening 
before; and Ellen, ·with friendly zeal, 
sought to exculpate her friend l\fatilda 
fron1 the errors which J\Ir. Behnont 
sce1ned to think her guilty of, in exhi 4 

biting herself in a dance, by no n1eanc­
dccorous, ·with a young 1nan of sir Theo­
<!ore's description.-" I do not say," add­
ed he, " that it vvas a positively-wrong 
thing, nor do I much wonder at it; for 
a fine young wornan and an heiress 1nay 
be led a great ,vay by the flatterers and 
~:ycophants who surround her: but I 
1nust own I expected better things frmn 
the chosen friend of EHcn Hare-wood, 

fro1n 
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fr01n a girl educated by a pious and sen­

sible 1nother, and one said to possess a 

sound understanding." 

Ed1nund was silent, but his varying 

con1plexion bespoke the strong interest 

he felt in the subject; Charles, on the 

contrary, "'armly entered into it, de.;. 

daring that a few words which passed 

bet\veen l\:Iatilda ancl hirn clearly proYed 

that she had been misled by her party; 

that her sense of propriety \vas as strong 

as ever; and, in short,. tlrnt she ·was a 

dear, an1iable, good girl, who111 he "·ould 

defend as long as he lived. 

The "·arn1th of Charles's assertions 

called a s1nilc fro1n every one. During 

the ti1ne he spoke,. his father bad been 

called out; the serYant 110-w entered, de­

siring !tis presence also; and it appeared 

that their early visitant• " ·as a 1nan of 

great iinportance, and the cause of his 

calling at this ti111e, by a·wakening · 

cu:-iosity, suspended conYersation. In g ; 

L 6 few .. · 
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fc~yv 111inutcs he departed, and l\Ir. I-Iarc. 
\'ood retu:rncd to the breakfast-roon1, 

saving•, as he entered-" I an1 rroin!.! to ., <.....J 
L.I L.1 

m111our~ce 8.. piece of excellent news, al-
though it is acco1npaniecl with a loss ,ve 
n1ust sub1nit to: our dear Charles is ap­
pointed to be secretary to the embassy 
to --, no,v l)reparing to einbark/' 

)Irs. Harewood burst into tears; but 
as soon as she could speak, she expressed 
lier joy, ·while Ellen, in a broken Yoicc, 
cxc:lain1ccl-" Oh, ,vhat "·ill l\Iatilda saY, ., 
poor girl ?" 

1~dmund rnshecl out of the roon1, as if 
to seek his brother, but )Ir. Delmont 
·well knew it "·as to conceal the emotions 
,vhich overpo,vercd him; no other per­
son fccn1cd to notice Ellcu's unfortunate 
t~jacalation, and when the door ·was 
closed, 1'1r. Ticlrnont_. advancing, congra­
tulated the pareuts upon a circu1nstance 
in itself so honourable and desirable to 
t 1-:c:ir younger son ; and as they well 

kncv,r 

G 
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kne·w the sincerity of bis character and 

the affection he felt for Charles, they 
freely unboson1ed to hi1n every sensation 

arising fr01n the event; and Ellen inno­

cently declared that she "ras very glad 
he happened to be ·with the1n at the 

ti111e, as be ·would be a substitute for 

dear Charles. 
" .i.\.h !" said ~Ir. Behnont, " if you, 

:Ellen, could persuade your "·orthy pa­
rents, and what is ju this case of 1norc 
in1portance, your o·wn heart, to consider 
1ne not only now, but ever, a 1nen1ber of 

your fmnily, I should be happy indeed." 
Ellen, rather surprised at the speech 

than its in1port, for she had long half. 
hoped, half-feared, to think on this in­

tercsti11g but awful su~jcct, turned to 
her 1nother, and hid her blushing check 
npon her shoulder, ·while the parents 
exchanged looks of satisfaction to each 
other, ancl estce111 towards the speaker. 

" l\Iine, ]~llcn," continuccl l\Ir. Bcl­

n1ont: " is neither a sudden nor violent 
. 

pass1011; 
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passion; I approach you by no flattery-­
I dazzle you by no exhibition; but as I 
trust both 1nv fcrtune and character will •' 

bear the scrutiny of your friends, yonr. 
only task, 1ny S\vcet girl, is to exan1ine 
your o,vn heart, and inquire there how 
far I ain agreeable to your viishes. I 
have been a silent admirer of your vir­
tties; and I can. be a· patient attendant 
for your decision." 

Ellen gave one gbnce to,yar<ls herr 
mother-it answered all her wishes; she 
turned,.deeply blushing, to l\Ir. Behnont, 
and tiinidly, yet ,vith an air of perfect­
confidence, ter:dered hin1 her hand; she 
,vould haye spoken, but the -variety of­
emotion so suddenly called forth by the 
departure of her brother and the decla­
ration of her lover, overpo"·erccl her, and 
l1e rcceivad thus a silent, but a full con­
sent to his wishes. 

In the meantime, Echnund had con­
quered the n1ore irnn1ediate pang that 
laboured nt his heart, and entering tho · 

library, 

,l 

t 

r,, 
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library, had grasped the hand of Charles, 

and uttered a few ·words of congratula­

tio11, but it 1-Yas in a voice so broken, that 

there was 1nore of s01To"\-v than joy in it. 

Charles had not the slightest doubt of 

his brother's affection, he did not there­

fore doubt for a 111on1ent the sincerity of 

his assertion, but he was persuaded that 

the idea of his own situation, as being 

t\vo years older, and yet likely to ren1ain 

dependent on his father for some years, 

Yvas a sensible mortification to him ; and 

feeling for his situation, he said-" Ay, 
1ny dear f ello,v, there is a difference be­

tween us now, sure enough; but there is 

no doubt of your doing well by-and-by; 

besides, you are the eldest, and deserve 

to be so ; I an1 sure 1n y father can neve! 

do too n1u(:h for 5nch a son as you are, 

Ed1nund." 
Echnund gazed in astonisl1111ent to 

bear Charles express hi1nself with so 

1nuch ease, at a tin1e ·when he expected 

his h1.."'nrt 1nust be overpqwered ,vith 
trouble; 
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trouble; his fears, lately cxc:ited by the· 
agitation and wannth with which Charles 
had vindicated }latilda, and the un­
guarded cxclan1ati:011 of Ellcll, ·who evi. 
dcntly thought her younger brother the 
fitYourite, now took another turu ; he 
su1-yeyed Charles; he ,Yas just twenty­
three-a tall, handsmnc you11g 1nan, and 
one who had eyer been acln1ircd by the 
ladies.~" Perhaps," said he, internally, 
" poor ~1atilda loYes hin1, but ·without 
11aving her affection returned: this ac­
counts for the n1m1y great offers she has­
refused-for the syrnpathy of Ellen, who 
knows her heart-and for the Yindic.:ation 
she undoubtedly 1nadc to hi1n last njght; 
,vhcrcas to me she w·as cold and unintel­
ligible.:' 

VV"l1ile these painful thoughts rankled 
in the n1incl of the young barrish.'l\ his 
hnpp) brother· was flying all over the 
house, receiving fr01n the servants the 
1nixe<l congratulation of joy in his snc­
ces~, and sorrow for his departure; he 

had 

r 
I' 
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had also joined the coterie in the par­

lour, wrung the hand of his fu tnre bro­

thcr-in-la,-v, kissed l1is 1nother and Ellen, 

and thanked his father ty,.renty tin1es for 

:lll his generous cares, before Rd1nund 

could 1nustcr philosophy enough to join 

the fa111ily, and listen to its arrange1nents 

tor the <lav. 
It "·as at length agreed that Ed1nu11d 

should assist his 111othcr in 1naking up 

a package of books, &c. for the traveller~ 
who, accon1panied by Tieln1ont, should 

visit the city for necessary arrangcn1ents; 

and l\:Ir. Harewood, Yvho kne-w that I~l­
len ,Yould naturally '\Yish to sec ~Iatilcfa, 

agreed to acco1npany her thither, being 

at once desirous to c01nn1n11icatc this Ya-

1ious intelUgencc to )Irs. I-Ianson, and to 

·witness the effect Charles's dcparh1 rc 

v:ould haYe upon t,Iatilda, ,vhon1, at tli c: 
hottmn of h1s hc4rt, he certainly clec;;ired 

to haYe for a <lat1ghtcr, although he 

·would haYc rejoiced in lier alliance " ·ith 
3ny ·worthy nrnu. 

r • 
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VV e return · no1v- to the young ladies 
in the dressing-room, each eager to hear 
and to speak, yet each oppressed, though 
very differently, \vith solicitude. 1-\t 

length Ellen, her breast labouring ·with 
sighs and fear lest she should 1vonnd the 
heart of a friend she truly loved, thus 
spoke : " ,,re are going to lose Charles ; 
he has got an appointinen t, l\'Iatilda." 

" .1i11d is he pleased with H, Ellen?" 
" Oh yes! he seen1s quite happy; be 

is running all over the house just in his 
old way, and the servants are all laughing 
and crying about hin1, as if he were still 
a schoolboy." 

H I an1 heartily glad of it-he has my 
sincerest good "\"rishes,. and I feel certain 
of his ~uccess." 

]~llen looked in the face of l\latilda, 
to see if she did ·indeed rejoice; she pe1·­
cei ved a tenr bvinkle in the corner of her 
young friend's eye, but it ·was not the 
tear of sorrow. Ellen could noYI' read. the 
h eart on subjects of this kind; she folt 

that 

h 

r. 
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that she had been completely 1nistaken 
in )latilda's supposed predilection, and 
~he ,vas altnost sorry to see her so happy. 

" There is a-a-another affair going 
on at our hou::;c," said Ellen, after a 
pause. 

l\fatilda felt her herll't beat ·v1ith un­
usual Yiolence; she conld not speak, but 
her Yery soul peeped out of her eyes to 
say-" \/\That is it?" 

" It is not a parting; it-it-is a 
joining." 

" Oh," said l\Iatilda, calling all her 
fortitude to her aid, " you are going to 
have a ·wedding, hey?" 

" I believe it will cornc to that, indeed, 
s01ne ti1nc.'' 

IVIatilda turned as pale as cleath; bGt 
her colour rushed suddenly back to her 
cheeks, as at this n1on1ent the door 
opened, and l\Ir. I-!arevvood and :Oirs. 
IIun~on broke on their tcte-6.-tete. The 
forn1cr felt assured that poor l\latilc.la 
had heard the destination of Charles, and 

,YaS 
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. :ras sufferiDg under it; but as he cou1d 
hardlv bcJieye :Jlrs. ITanson ,vould co11-,, 
sent to her n1arria6·e 1vith bis youngest 
:::on, and as he thought Charles Jijrnsc1f 
l1ad no thoughts of n1arriage at this time, 
he could not allow hirnsclf to rejoice in 
her predilection. To relieve her, he said 
-" -YV ell, n1y dear, you heard how "\YC 

are situated~ some of us parting for a 
tin1e, son1e uniting for ever; I ain sure 
you rejoice in all that is good in either 
of these cases." 

l\Iatilda, oyerpow·ered, burst into sncl­

den tears► 

" ~Iy daughter is ve1-y nerYons thi::,: 
1norning,=' said ~Irs. IIanson; " she can­
not help being affected ·with such 1nate­
rial clrnnges in the state of those sli <: 
loYCS so \\·ell; yon are av;are her tear-. ., 

are those of joy, n'Ir. I-Inrcwoocl ?" 
::-.iatilc.1a struggled to rceoYL' l' her cmn­

posure, and turnii:g tn ::\Ir. liai·effoocl,. 
~he put both her h:: ucb jlltl ) 11is-! and said,. 
\Yith a lo1Y but ca,~::1n,-,t ~: ') i! •c--·: l\Jy dear, 

dca1· 

t 
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,d, ·rn· ::,jr, I do 1nost truly r~joice in the 

ptL)spect of any good that can befal your 
fmnily; I sa,v the-the young lady-t1ie 
bride-elect-she is very pretty; I hope 

she will be as good as she is hands01ne; 
and I--·' 

~Iatil<la suddenly stopped, unable to 
articulate the rest of her good ,vishes, 
an<l l\Ir. Harelvood eagerly said-" As 
to that, v,re "·ill say nothing; I trust 

}:!Jen ,Yill 1nake a good wife; I a111 sure 
she has hacl a good exmnple." 

,; 1~11/cn !" scrcan1cd l\Iatilda; '' is it 

yon, }]len? you, that are going to be 
11rnrricd-vou ?" 
- ,; ])car 111c, ho,v astonished you look ! 

J suppose I shall be nrnrricd sonic ti111c. 
I told you that perhaps },Ir. Bchnont 

1night, some time--" 
" t\Iy dear, dear Ellen, pardon n1y 

dulness, and accept 1ny sincerest con­
gratulations. ~Iay Ilcavcn bless you! 
antl hi1n you prefer. and 1nakc you both 
a~ happy as yon de ·c-rvc to be!" 

·· So, 
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"' So, so !" cried 1\fr. Harewood ; " if 
,ve had never come up stairs, this mighty 
secret, which, for my part, I told an hour 
ago down stairs, would never have been 
revealed. But pray, 1\1atilda, who did 
you conclude was the marrying person 
at our house, if it ·were not :Ellen?" 
. " You have sons, sir," tremulously ar­

ticulated l\Iatilda, not choosing to trust 
her tongue with a nan1e that dwelt ever 
on her heart. 

"Ob, tut, tut, there is no 1narrying for 
my boys. Charles is disposed of, and if 
Edn1und c~11 take a ,vife at thirty, he 
·will be better off than many in his pro­
fession ; he is now but a little past five­
and-hventy, you know.'' 

" Ile <lanced ·with a very beautiful 
,1ron1an last night," said l\Iatilda, eagerly, 
and vdth recovered vivacity. 
. " So I understand; she is a bride, and 

his first fee was given for a. consultation 
on her n1arriage-settlements." 

~latilda breathed; the lustre of her 
eve " , 

t. 
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eye, the glow on her cheek, could not be 
1nistaken by the fond parent, who had 
for so long a period n1ade her happiness 
and ·welfare the sole object of her solici­
tude; she found that she had no,v got 
a key to many hours of doubt, and even 
despondency, pass€d by l\1atilda at times, 
and to the particnlnr aversion she had 
c,~er evinced to enter the marriage state, 
even when every attraction fortune and 
rank could bestow had co1nbined to ren­
der the offer desirable. 

"· I wisb," said 1\Irs. IIanson, " that 
you would send the carriage back, and 
desire dear l\Irs. Harewooc.l uncl our 
young friends to dine ,;vith rne : I a111 

really irnpatient to be introducf'd to 1\Ir. 
Ilclrnont; allow n1e to do this, my dear 
sir." 

" Do vdiat you please, rnadan1; the 
wanderer must certainly see you once 
nwre, and I do not know that he can 
d1oosc a better day." 

Ellen proposed v;riting a note to her 
1nother, 
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111othcr, and left the roo111 ·with l\Irs 
Hanson for that purpose, ·when l\Ir. 
Harewood perceiving that l\Iatilda ,yas 
again in confusion, said, by ·way of di­
yerting her attention-" 1.~ ou have seen 
l\1r. Beln1ont, Miss I-Ianson ?" 

" Yes, I have; and lze has seen me, to 
1ny s01-ro-w. "'\;Vhen you call 111c 1lfiss 
I-Ianson, you rc1nind 1ne of a f<Jlly I Jiayc 

by 110 111eaus forgiven in 1nysc1t: I still 
·want the eye of a tutor, you see." 

"Charles has, however, been your a<l­
vocate so cffcctua1ly at our house, that I 
believe not one of the :fiunil y ·will ever 
re1ne1nber it again." 

" Not one."' said :l\IatHda, blushing 

deeply. 
" X ot one; Charles is a war1n ad­

vocate." 
.; He is a dear good boy, and always 

was; I love hin1 ycry 1nuch, and while 

I n:joice in hfa good fintunc, I shall be 
sorry to part with him." 

)I atilda's frankness assured :\Ir. l-Iare­
wood 
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·wood that her heart ,vas free where he 

had supposed it bound; he ·was anxious 

to read her farther; he saw that she even 

sought investigation fro1n hi1n, in "'honl 

she confided as a friend and father: but 

he again shrunk fro1n the idea of undue 

influence, and ,vhile he ,valked about ir­

resolute, now touching her instru1nent, 

or viewing her dra-,vings, tiine passed, 

and Edmund and his 1nother were usher­

ed into the drawing-roo1n, and ~1atilda 

sunnnoned to receive the1n. 

An air of coldness and restraint pcr­

yaded the 111anners of both :Edn1uncl and 

l\Iatilda, to divert vd1ich, l\Irs. I-Ianson 

began to relate the error into ,Yhich her 

daughter had fallen~ fron1 the mauvaise 

ho1de of Ellen, as she supposed, and this 

led thc1n to speak of the ball, and the 

characters of the persons present. Of 

course~ poor ::\1atilda ,yas again tonnent­

cd by hearing that sir Theodore ,n1s · 

uuiver~a1ly believed to be her affianced 

loYcr, and she exprcfiscd the 1nost unqu·a-
)I lified 
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lificd vexation at the report, declaring 
that she lvould not go once into public 
again for seven years, rather than encou­
rage the presu1nption of the rr1an, or the 
idle gossip of his achnfrers . 

.. A.s she spoke, Ed1nund ,,·as observed 
to gaze upon her with delight, and exult 
in her declaration, as if jt were necessary 
for his happiness; but when she ceased 
to speak, he relapsed into n1elancho1y. 

" The only ·way to silence such reports 
effectually," said irrs. Hanson, ·with a 
tender smile, "' ,,·ill be to place yourself 
under the protection of smue ,vorthy 
man, ,vhose character you can ·indeed 
approve. I have ever objected to your 
1narrying under age, but I lutYe no ob­
jection at all to your gaining liberty, an<l 
relinquishing it at the sa1ne ti1nc. I 
hope, therefore, in another year, to sec 
you follow the cxainple of Ellen, pro­
vided you can choose as ,vell as she has 
done." 

" It is the only thing in ·which I can­
IlOt 
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not obey you, 1ny dear 1nother," replied 

)Iatilda. 
Hurt with the extrcn1e naleness which 

L 

overspread the countenance of their in-

<'sti1nable son, ~Ir. and l\Irs. I-Iare,vood 

,vithdrew to the window ; and Ellen, 

whose heart ,vanted a pretext for ,vatch­

ing the arrival of Beln1ont, joined then1, 

"hen 11rs. 1-Ianson, drav:ing closer to 

1:d1nuncl, said-·" I fear you ,vill not soon 

join these n1arrying people, my young 

friend?" 
" I shall neyer marry, madan1," an 

swercd he, abruptly. 
" 1'\Tever ! you are too positive, sir; 

1ncn at your age change their 1ninds fre­

quently." 
" l\iatilda kno,vs that I a1n not sub-

ject to change; she n1ay accuse inc of 

1112.ny errors, but not of that." 

" I can ac_cuse you of nothing," said 

l\Iatilda; " I wish you could say the 

s~unc of n1c:' 
" ~Iatilcla ! l\Iiss Hanson! I accuse 

you ! 



vou ! Good !leavens! ,vhat right l1ave 
I to nccuse you ?"' 

·· Every right. I behaved ill-you 
t'or,dcrnned 1ne-I sa,v you did; and­
~md you punished n1c. _I felt your 
pnnishment fost night-to-dar yon fin-­
give me; and your forgiveness j·•-·why 
~-ho 1ld I not ovvn it? is dear to 1ne." 

'" Oh, l\f a~ilda, do not distract 1ne by 
this generosity! you will throw 1ne off 
n1y guard-yo:1 will induce n1c to rnake 
a dechtration that 111ay part us for eYer." 

I~<l1nund looked at l\Irs. Ilanson; her 
lnuw ,vas open, pleasure s,:ran1 in her 
f'YE', and she held her hand to·wards hi1n 
as she said-" ~Iy dear Ednn1nd, allo,v 
inc to ask ,vhat you 1nean by that look 
of mistrust to n1e? what right have you 
to suppose that I mn less generous than· 
yourself: or that I desire to see 1ny child 
ungrateful to her young preceptor, or 
in.sensible of his n1erits ?'' 

'· Good Heavens, n1aclmn ! l\[atn<la ! 
,vhat docs all this n1can? is it possible 

that 
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that I can have obtained such an ad­

yocate as ~Irs. I-Ianson ?" 

" Ed111und, can you really ,vant an ad­

vocate with poor erring l\Iatilda? or can 

you for a 1non1ent accuse her of a ·fanh 

,vhich never yet cmne a1nongst the nu­

merous catalogue of her early sjns ?" 

l\'Irs. I-Janson joined the group at the 

·windo,v, and in a fevv 1non1ents they all 

descended together to ·welco1ne Charles 

and Beln1ont, who, in the course of the 

evening, understood the happy footing 

on ,Yhich the parties so dear to the1n 

,vcre placed; and Charles enjoyed a 

l1carty laugh at the jealousy he had 

excited, though he could not regret a 

circun1stance which had in any rncasurc 

led to a conclusion so desirable. 

\\.Then poor Zebby, ,vhose sable fore­

head ,vas no,v shaded by grey locks, un­

derstood the circu1nstances in which the 

young people were now placed, she 

evinced the sincerest pleasure, and ,vith 

her usual enthusias1n exclaimed-" .. A.U 
l\I 3 right 
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rjght-all happy-1\lissy have goodce 
friend, goodee hnsban-lii111 al way n1ild 
and kind; l\lissy Yery" goodee too-s0111e 
tin1e little ·wan11, but never, never ·when 
she lookee at n1assa; hin1 1nelt her heart, 
guide her steps, both go hand in hand 
to heaven." 

The ncgro's coneeption of this union 
has every prospect of being verified, and 
proves that the si1nplest and 1nost unin­
fonne<l of hu1nan beings n1ay yet enjoy 
the light of reason, and a just perception 
of the characters of those around then1. 

lVhen Charles had bade adieu to his 
.fa1nny, the lovers of ::\latilda and Ellen 
\Vere each urgent for their respective 
1narriages; hut the a-wfulness of that sa­
cred engage111cnt into v,:hich they ·were 
about to enter, the consciousness they 
entertained of the goodness of their pa­
rents, and the happiness of the state they 
·were quitting, held the young ladies for 
some ti1ne jn a state of apparent sns­
prnse, and almost incertitude. This ,,Vas 

nejtl1rr 
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