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RICHARD MAC READYt 
TH~ 

FARMER LAD, 

--<>--

n TC'H\R l) l\L\c READY wus a very poor boy, 
,vho resided ·with his parents in one of the in­
land countit's of the soutl1ern 11ro,incc of l\lun­
stcr, in Ireland. These parents ttnfortunately 
were of tlie number of· L"'se wl10 would rather 
liw~ on five-pence a day with half work, tliau 
earn plenty by active industry. They wer~• , 
contented,-but it was that kind of content­
ment which arises from indolence, ancl is there­
fore tLc bane of iu<lusLry. The evils of poverty 
th0y bore without mnrmuring, and they de .. 
sc:1Ted no prn.isP for it; . inco almost every one 
of those C\ its might have been removed, had 
they been willing to labour every day like 
others. "Every thing was well enough for them," 
tbey used to say-" Di<l'n't it do for their fa­
ther before tliem-anJ. though matters were no 
lu~tter. it was a great advantage tl1cy were no 
ll'Ol'se . . , Th0y were ill yualilied th0refo1·e to 
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teach their son by good cxnmpfo, and, in fact, 

\You1d have hrougbt him up to tho same lifo of 

lazy pornrty ,Yhich they prefrrrrd them:;elves, 

if their unnatural 1mrpose hacl not b0en frus­

trated by kind Providence, and hy Richard's 

O\\'n good d isposilion. Let not tlrn reader be 

snrprizccl that their conduct is termed unnatural. 

Ercry father and mother should consicler a 

child as a precious gift from Goel-and as surely 

as they arc to die, will they be called to account 

for the manner in which they improve or abuse 

that gift. It is their duty to train them in the 

nurture ancl admonition of the Lord, and to 

teach them to clo to others as thny wouhl wish 

others to do to them; and is it.too harsh to 

call them crnel, \Yhen the consrqnence mnst he 

to expos~ their own flesh and blood, to the 

<langcr of evil example acting npon a n<'glected 

mind, an<l then to the a\Yfnl pumsliment wliich 

is Jenouncecl against all who fear not God nor 

ke"r his commandments? 
J amcs and 8usan l\1 ac Read v rented five 

acres of land, and to do tbem all~jnsticc, usccl 

to puy their rent \Yith tolerable pnnct11ality; 

hut it wa<: eac;v lo ~ce that the lca~e was n1aJe 

in times \,·hen.land was cheap, and farming but 

little umlcrstoocl ;-a patch licre \\·as laiJ 011t 

for oats; am1. u patcl there for potatoes-" for 

what use~" as they ..;aid, '· to !-ilarn thcmseh·cs 

in growin ,. more 'th· u they \\· .. rnted; .. 1,ut all 
b • 

the rest \Yi.ls c;o neglcded: so overgrown with 
.. 
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rag-weed, f.bat it har0Jy affon1cd suffici0nt pas­
ture for th0ir single cow. Nor was it to any purpose that their lan,1lord, a kind and hnmanc 
man, ofrcred premiums every .r"ar, to those who 
would free their ground from tl1is pernicious 
weed. James and Susan ,,·0.rc \\·illing enough to obtain tl1e reward, and not withont some de­
sirn also to oblige him, hnt it was always put off from day to dar, nncler one 0xcuse or other, until at la;t tl1e ·flowering time came on, the 
rag-weed shed its seeds, and 0.rcry breeze of 
wind spread not only over tl1eir own but their 
neigl1boms' fields, tlios~ little feathery seed~, 
which were to produce more abnndant mischief in the following year. 

B11t let m: turn from this "ficU of the sloth­
fol," to sec how the ::.\lac Heady:,;' were lodged. -J twas tlierc a stranger 111· 61it get a notion of what i; called liy way of reproac11 

".AX ll'!.lSU CA.HIX." 

It ,,·as lm ilt at a 1i Ltlc distance from the roatl 
sid0. It was of mm!, and had neither window nor chimney; a hole in ibe roof let ont tlic 
smoke, and, the door when open. gave Dclrnis­
sion to the lii.d1t. \Ylien the cabin was hnild­ing, about t\,~~ feet sq;iare bad been left for a 
winclow-sash,-lmt the glass "·as soon broken, and a ,,·isp of straw. or some of .J amos's oltl 
rags of clothes liatl h0en 11sed to stop up the holes ; th9 pig, whicli Sn.,;an now and tlwn 
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contrirccl to focd for tl1e market. was as often 

111 the cahin ns in Lis sty; ant1 so damp anJ 

soft •s::is tlie ilocr: especially 11ear tbe <loor, that 

you n1ight sec foe animal's marks whore,·er jt 

set its feet : a large pool of stagnant water, 

just at the door, rompldes this rictmc of filth 

,md slovcnline:-;s . :-Jusan lwd a ,~heel, but it was 

seldo1:1 sbe could get flax to svin. for it may 

lie truly said, tlll'Y li,·cd frorn l1anJ to mouth­

and J amrs: provided be coulcl find employment 

a couple of days in cac11 \Wok, usnally passcrl. 

the remainder lounging about. or sleeping \Yith 

his bat ovrr his face on tbe bank side. 8vn­

clay tbev thoudit a dny of rest, and indcetl 

th;y n,a:le it so
0

; tb0y slept long in the morn­

ing: wore neYcr in time fur prayers, and pa..-s• 

<'Cl tl10 rcmaind0r rc;;:1lcss and unoccupied.­

\Yhat could Hichard. learn from sm:h a fatl,cr 

and nwtlicr, liut to be lazy and poor as tlJC'y 

were. AnJ. the reader ha.c, no clonht already 

a.c;ked l1imsc1f. is it with such an example be· 

fore him that we arc to e:xpcct iudu:5try aml 

Yirtuc. 
K ow, if such a reflection has come across 

the r0adcr, it gives us sincere pleasure to slicw 

}1im thut no rase jc; so liopclc:-:s as he would 

snpposo it. The Almighty',;; goodness i.;; o\·cr 

ull his works. and l1is rnrrcics toward:; man arc 

more 1rnmrrou~ tlwn the wry ]w.irs of uur 

]Jl':tl1~; to ('\erv ouc of 11s. 1-,iidher rich or 

poor: , .. hcihL•r ~ld or ycu~o·: he slwws tlH' p: _t!i 

r 
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of virtue and tells us to walk in it. X or is there 
on~, however surrounded by wicke<lncss, wlio 
may not recollect many occasion-.; when tlic 
voice of conscience, the advice of friends, or 
the instructions of his clergy lrnvo endeavoured 
to guide him to virtue and religion. lt \,yn_.., the 
case with Richard-it is the case with every 
boy and girl \vho reads this little book. and if 
they will listen to it as be did, they may rea­
sonably expect the same blessings throubh life 
which he enjoyed. 

The way in which Richard first recommend­
ed himself to notice deserves to be mentioned : 
for it shews the advantage of having an obliging 
disposition, and may, perhaps, persuade some 
of an opposite temper, that if they wish to ho 
Javed they must strive to be amiable. At the 
time we now speak of, he was a fine sturdy 
boy about nine years old, a:3 ragged as you may 
suppose one who had such indolent parent,:;, 
hut so active and so cheerfnl, tlrnt of all th0 
neighbours' children he was the best messenger, 
and thn mo:-;t willillg to nm on an crrnnd. It 
happened one morning:. thn.t lie was up a,:; ns1rnl 
with the lark, l\Ir. Alford, his fatlwr's landlord, 
huJ. left home on horseback, having :-;omc linsi­
ness to transuet, ut about t"n miles distance 
ftom home; he haJ procoedod about il1rce mile:> 
from his honse, whcu he ret.:olll\dd that he 
had left behind him n part.:el, eo1Jtaini11g pnp0r:-; 
\'d1ich were :so net.:essary- tu him, that he mn,:;t 

l.l 3 
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eilhcr gire up his pla.n for the day, or else re­

turn to fetch them. At this moment, whihst he 

was deliberating upon w bat was to be done, 

Hicbard appC'urcJ in sight, vdth his arm foll of 

grass, or as it is called soil, for his father\; 

cow.-" If you wish it, 8ir, (said tlie serrant) I 

can go hack for the papers, \Yhilst yon co11tim10 

your roaJ; or if yon think well of it, tliut 

iittlc boy, whom ):Ou Sl c yond1Jr, is gL•twrnlly 

employed as a mes3cnger by all the neighbo11r;,;, 

and. I'll be bail to you; that he attends to yonr 

directions as well at lrast a.:; I conld, and will 

carry your parcPl no less safely." c: If lie 

docs, \Yilliam, (sai<l. Mr. i\lford, in reply,) I 

shall be much surprized: but as I cannot :-pare 

yon, I must needs try him: so here, my little 

fellow, away like a sl10t, ancl tell any scrrant 

yon sec, to send me the paper parcel whieh I 

lC'ft 011 the hreakfa~t table; and for fear tlwy 

sboulJ dislike to girc it to youl tell them, as n. 

token, that it is tied with n. red tape striug­

aml hrarkcn, my boy, (sai<l he in conclusion:) 

,vhen yon ha\'C c:ot it, fetch it safely to me, at 

the inn, in yonder di~tant \'illagc, \\-here yon 

sec that Lall ~pirc-it is kept hy 'l'linrnas D11·n:r, 
and the le:=-s time yon kePp rnc waiting for it, 

the ht•lter I ~ball think of \·011.·' :-icarce!y hail 

}ic done !':J;e:.iking, whr:~ Hiehnnl tlir~wing 

down thE' gra:;,; lw h:.td. lic•cn c1ilting. wu,; al­

ready upon his wuy. " A s1),"jart boy, trnly, 

(~aid !',l r. _-\lfo!d. to lii~ ~crvant, when he ~nw 

t. 
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him depart,)-butare you sure he will execute 
my commission satisfactorily?" • " I warrant 
yon he will, Sir, for he never loiters upon an 
errand : and what is more, folks all speak of 
him as a boy \.vho was never detected in a 
falsehood, eren thongh it might have saved 
himself from some deserved punishment." " I 
like the boy's appearance and his manner, (1.aid 
l\lr. Alford,) hut let us not praise him too 
soon; when he bas executed my message it 
will be time enough.''-So saying, he proceocl­
ed leisurely on his way, r-topping about an 
hour with his steward, who lived close to the 
road, to give him some directions. 

It was past six o'clock ,vhen be hnJ given 
Richard his directions, and at twelve o'clock 
the little messenger had placed the paper parcel 
in his baud, with a look which see.med to say, 
l made the best haste [ could-I hope you did 
not think me long-at least so Mr. Alford uncler­
stood him, for as if answering him he sai(l­
" You have not been long, my boy-here is 

" ten-pence for yourself, and if you call to my 
house to-morrow, 1 will Jo something more for 
you .-If you arc a good ·boy you shall not 
,Yant a friend." 

'I'hCJ following morning, Richard was at l\1r. 
Alford' s before any of the srrvant:. were stir­
ring, and much it pleased their master to hear 
that ho had been at the door frolll six o' clor.:lr. 
I1 ~ asked him a great many questions, which 
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Ric.lrnrd ansivcred ns WC'll as h0 ,vaf,; ahfo; hnt 

ihe greatest pain was fo1t by this good rn:1.:1, 

when he found that this poor child, who h:Hl 

a ·wish to lcorn, ,Ya!-! alrno3t entin,Jv i!!;norant 

of religion. He ,vns not nce11sto111~,d - to say 

his prayers, cithN wlwn goin~ to or ri:.:inµ; from 

beLl ; in this respC'~t difl~•ring nothin~ from the 

beasts of the field. "Yon sh:tll <.:onH' n.ntl lire 

v,,rith me, Dick; (~uid Mr .. Alfor<1,) and yon 

shall go to school and learn to rC'ad a.n<l write 

and know your Bilile, aiHl \.Vl1en you arc 01'1 

enough, you sba11 lcarn to be a good farmer, and 

what is still better, an honest man. -Should 

11ot you like to see something better in your 

father's field tb::i.n that great ugly flower which 

1n·cvents t110 grasr- from <.:oming up ?" " That 

l should: (said Richard) und I sliuul<l like to 

plant a great big apple trC'C'J that •.i.-e might 

11ave plenty of ripe upplc~s." '' \T1Tell, (sai<l 

1\lr. Alford,) that you can <lo also; but I should 

]ike to sec you fir5t planting potato0s, and gl't~ 

ting in your harvest; so go l10me to yonr mo­

ther, ancl be ready wlien I scud fnr yo11, to­

morrow : tell }1C'r I shall call on }i,,r iu tlio 

course of the dnY, and wish tn sec her." 

A few hours ahrrthi", ·\Ir. ,\lfordliad sett.lcul 

every thing with Ridrnnl\, mol!1or. She won l,l 

have pr<'f0rrcd kccpin~ lier -son nt hurn<', (fur 

want of parental aflcdion is not trnion~st the 

faults of t!ic Irish.) an<l to d.."l S11san • jn5ticc•, 

:.he lorcd her Dick(•y very dearly, Lnt her 

L 
L 
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landlord knew too well how like] y he was to 
be spoiled with so LaJ an example 'before him, 

·ancl therefore, as it offered sncli nnmcrons ad­
vantages to Richard, she gave her consent with 
joy. He was to live vvith l\lr. Alford's ~ar­
dener, and to be employecl aliout the gardc11, 
except for three hours in the <la,Y, when he vms 
to attend the village school, ,vhich his master 
lrnd setup for the children of his tenants. "H 
I live, (said ]\Ir. Alfonl,) anJ. the boy proves 
himself deserving, he shall aft0rwanh be placecl 
under rny land-steward to learn practiral farm­
ing ;"-(a kind of knowledge of which the 
small far 11crs in Ireland are so entirely igno­
rant). Kor should it be omitted that .Mr. Al­
for<l mad0 this plan con<lncive to tbc impr11~·e­
mcnt of Richard's father and mother. It was 
the condition on which their son was to be thus .,, 
rcn<lcrcd capable of earning liis bread in com-
fort as well as honesty, that J amcs sho11hl 
cleDr his gronnd of the mg-weed, break open-
ings for two small windows, one in tho hack, 
the other in tl1c front of his cabin, that fresl1 
air as well as light might enter; aull al~o, that 
a narrow trench ~honld ho dncr from the stat1·-::, ::, 

mrnt pool before the cl00r, to curr~' off tho 
water, and the holiow filkd np. l\Ir. Alfonl 
kincllv nrorniseJ. the two small sasb,]s and win-• I 

dow frames; and also, that ho woulcl rcpai r 
the thatch aiHl hnild a small chim1wy Lo earry 
off the smoke. \Yhat a blessing is an iutclligcn t 

ll 5 . 
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an<l humane lum1lonl to a country. He checks 

tlrn vicious, encourages industry, rcwurJs the 

deserving, and 0ven \\here he can Le of no 

other service, lie benefits all hy l1is good ex­

ample; like tlie Apostles, soys the Holy Scrip­

tures, he is as a city set upon a hill which 

cannot be bid. 
The next four years of Ricbarcl's ]jfo passed 

swiftly over; he hall foll occnpution for his 

tiinr, unJ therefore it never hung heavily on 

his hands. \Vhen employeJ in the garden, he 

worked with so much good will, that Joe Far­

rel took a plcasnro in tc:iching him. lf the 

flower beds wrrc to be watered, or tlio yonng 

plants to Lo earthed, or u spot to he dcarNl of 

weeds, it was done not only q11ickly but w0ll; 

nncl '·that's a goou boy," \Vas always a ;;;n!lici­

cnt encouragement to Uie1rnnl. At iir~t, a.~ may 

be supposed, he was of Jillie use, but tbreo 

years had not elapsed before he understooll 

perfectly the nianag;ernent of a kilchen-garurn, 

and conld graft and 1m11w, w:th as much jndg­

mont and neatness as ~Ir. Farrel hirnseH: at 

school, also, hr she\Yed the same desire of im­

provement. Being totally ignorant, he was at 

first pbcc<l next a little boy three years yo1111gcr 

than himself, wbo was also r,~nrnrkably little 

for l1is age, and he so111 slir\,·ed that assiduity 

which afterwards rnarkcll his clw.ractrr thron~h 

life. \Vhat a sha.nw. tho11~ht he to himself, 

it wouhl Le for me t,o let a. h0y so much youn6t}! 

' . 
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know his lcssonii b(',fore me-[ nrnst work 
hard, or stranger .. l\{)(!ling iq:i will tMrn me for a 
<foncc if tli0.y see so many above me. In a 
very short time he knew his lottcrs and could 
spell with great correctness ; and it was not 
long ere be had tho character of being the 
steadiest monitor in the whole school. Mr. 
Alford had caused to be written ont a great 
many usfeul rul~s and proverbs, and posted 
them up on the walls of his school. These the 
children were required to commit to memory, 
and a small prcmiL1111 was ah\Tays given to each 
when he could say them by heart. They were 
called " Friendly Counsels," and well they 
deserved the name ; but no one in the school 
knew them in a short ti me bettet than Richard : 
and what is still more to the p1uposo, he eould 
not only say them by rote, but they regulatecl 
his condL1ct, and indeetl, under Providence, 
to them lie owed much of the sllccess with 
which be passed through life. The follow­
ing are some of the most usdnl of these rnn;x,. 
irns :-" A place for every thing, and every 
thing in its place."-" Out of debt, out of 
danger.''-" Honesty is the best policy."­
" Take time by the fore-Jock."-" Don't post­
pone till to-morrow what should be done to­
day ."-1\Iake hay while the snn s1Jincs."­
" Call upon tlrn Lord and he will hcar."-_\.ntl 
r,nany more of the same 1"ind. Ask Uiclrn.r} 
where he lrnd laid a certain tool which he 11·, l 
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in Li::; co.re-he had no difficulty in an-,,,·crrng, 

for he always put everytliing in ils own place; 

tc11 him to explain what was me-ant by out of 

debt, out of danger : he could cxphi.in it by 

11is own father, who, lw., ing spent ut a fair his 

]ialf-year's rent, not only displeased l\f r . .Al­

ford, bis kinJ landlord, but also got intoxicat­

ed; and was sent to gaol for hcing engaged in n. 

xiot, which bad well nigh ended in murder.­

" Surely,'' (said he to the master, who often 

asked the boys to explain what was meant liy 

these proverbs,) " I am making hay while tho 

,;nn shines, when I strive to know rnv lessons. 

J f I don't learn tlJCm now, it is not likely 1 
shall do so when I leave school." ,; .:\nct. as 

for the last, Richard, (said the :Master,) how 

shall l expect God to bless me unless l pray 

i.o him ; if J \Vant something from a frientl, I 

wil_l think it no trouble to ask for it; and can 

[ expect that God will gi\e me all [ wuut, if { 

·will not even take the tro11ble of looking for it 

in the vvay be has tanglit me." All th(, may 

seem to a 'few thouglitle~s rcutlc:·s too wise for 

rnch a boy as DirkPy I\Iac llC'udy, bnt tlwy 

may rest us~urrd thPJC arc many, . very mnny 

boys-, who, nndcr µ;ood iC'achcrs, Jia.,·e slicwe~l 

e,·en greater proofs tba.t God hu<l l,k;,,cd the 

instructions they were rccci,·in~. 
But urnong;;t tltC' many C'X<:ellC'nt masi1:1i; nn,1 

J)]'0c0pts wl1id1 v:ern cuutinna!ly in viuw of 

tho ~d1ulurs, there were Lwo cu!!cc:tiou~, s1. 

,1 
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C'Xtremely useful, that tliey deserve tlic atten .. 
ti v0 perusal of eYery rca<kr. \,V hat use, l\Ir. 
_\lfonl was accustomrd to say, is all our 
worldly knmYlcdgc, nnlcss .religion be at the 
foundation; a time mnst come, to rich and 
po,)r alike, when it is not the rnmembrancc 
of good lw.rvests or successful farming, which 
will Lri1Jg us satisfaction, but the obedience 
we have shewed to his commands wlw is 
the God oJ the lwrve;,,-t. The first, \Vas 
a collection of general precepts, inc11lcating ­
Hclig-ion, Ilone.~ty, and Industry; the second, 
a nnmber of useful rules, for those who were 
quitting the school for sc1Ticc. Richal'd ,Yas 
DOW aliout to leave it also for this pn rpose, and 
therefore, along with a good deal of c•xcellent 
udvice which the master gave him, and as he 
saiJ, was imprinted on l1is heart as well a8 
npon his memory, he received from him tho 
following :-

" FlUEXDLY ADVICE TO CO'.I'T.\GERS, &c. 
" Profane not the Sabbatii-remembering 

that it is set apart not only as a day of rest for 
man, hut for the won-hip of God. 

" Be sum to attend :-our place of ,vorship 
r0g11larly. a.nil l<!t yunr h""lrnvionr g0ing anu 
rd11rni11~ be '-11ilc,l to snch a solemn place. 

" Xever 11~ter the name of the Almighty, ex­
cept when reading, or tl1inking s..,·:-iouvly of him, 
or prnying w liim. 
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" Never let an oath or any bad word come 

out of your month. 
•' Do not read bad books, nor play at card~ 

or any game of chance. 
'" Never go to cock fights, nor into pnh1ic-

houses unnecess.'.lrily. ln snch placc5 you may 

meet with evil disposed persons who will lcall 

you into wrong. 
" Batl company is the ruin of young aml oltl 

-the.re can be no friendship \Vith the wickecl. 

" Parents'. Set a good example to your chi1-

c1ren.-You arc an .'5\Ycra.ble before Goc1, not 

, only for the instrnction you give them, Lut foi.-

the example you set them. · 

" Children! Honor yonr Parents : shew 

them obedience as \.\Tell as lore : yo 11 owe them 

more t}rnn you can erer repay them. 

" Bcwarr. of drnnkcnness. lt i~ a true say­

ing, that ernry crime may be found at the 

bottom of the 1lr11nkard's glass. 

" It is nrnch 0.asier not to begir; than to learn 

off: you know not to what sin u.ncl misery it 

nrny leaLl you. 
" Look at a drunken man antl consider: 

,v ould you wish to be like him ? lf not, 

avoid th~ a1e hon;;c antl whi.,kcy-shop. 

" Do not go to fairs nnlcss you have hnsin<'"-S: 

hold no parlc~y with temptation hy sayin~ it is 

no harm. lt mny be no harm, lrnt cerlainly it 

js no gooLL 
~' Do not damage your 0·1,.·n, and still le.,s, 

' ' 
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your n~ighboms' fences, or pu11 up any part o.f 
them for your fire. For the sake of a penny 
\\Torth of {iring, you migbt let tl1eir cow int,) the 
corn or potatoes to the damage of some pounds 
in amonut. 

'· Dl) not ]rt your own cow or pigs trespass 
on yom neighbour's land. It is a golden rule 
to do to others as you would wish others to do 
to you. 
· " Be honest and upright in a11 your <lealings. ,v ould you trick or cheat if a man were looking 
at yon? The e_1;e r!f God is always upon yon. 

" X e\·er tell a lie in any way great or small. 
It is al, 1·nJs a Sl.,t. The word of God expressly 
i-;ays, that 'all liars shall have their part in tho 
lake which bm ueth ,vith flre arnl brimstone.' 

" Falsehood is also pnnished in this \vorld: 
it ruin<; the ch~1racter, and makc•s a man s11s­
pcct0d an(l di,;bclierNl, even when he is speak­
ing the truth. 

" In the season of plenty lay np something 
for a time of need, and never go into .l1elit. 

" Parents, who teach their children habits 
of indnstrv and fru 0 ·alitJ·- <rire them a better . , 0 ' h fortnnc than mon<.•y. 

" Send your cli.ilLlrcn fo school :·onng, aml 
0ncou rage their rcgalar aUcnJu.ncc as long us .,-on can. , 

" l~eep your i;°anlcn we11 croppc,l, your pig 
fo a 5tr, anll your dnngl!ill far from your 1~,)~tie. 
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" Do you wish to be comfortahle ?-Be in­
dustrio11s· and frugal, sober and temperate. 

« D'J you wish to he hl•a1thy ?-Keep yonr 
per--on -neat and clean, your house airy and 

often wbitc-\n1.s11rd. 
" Do you wish to he happy ?-LC't reHgion 

regu1ate yonr conclnct always remembering to 
pray to (.;.od to bless your humble endeavours.

1
' 

The following was contain8cl in the other 

raper gi\'en to the chi Ill ren on leaving school : 

"TO YOGXG PER-;OXS GOIXG TO SERVICE. 

"The clrnrndcr of a foithfnl servant is trnly 

l1onoruble, anu has ahvays been respected by 
the good and wi,-e. 

·' Learn to speak the truth: it is the fir::;t of 

a serrant's 1110ml duti<'s. 
" Be striclly bonest : acting by your em-

ployer's property as if it was your own. 
" Be uot eye servants: take no adn1ntagc of 

your master"s° absence to di:-oLey bis order~-. 
~ " Be conscientious even in ~vhat may seem 

trifles. 
·' Be carefnl with rcganl to fire : never set a 

lighted candle n(lar a ued, nor take one into a 
stable or hay-loft except in a lantern. Do not 
carry a candle with a long snnff. Xever leave 
a child ::i.10118 in the room with fire and c:andlc. 

'· ,Yheu any one·s clothes take fire, lay 
:.ucm Hat on the ground, antl roll _a blanket or 
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cnrpd ro1:nd th{·m to pnt it out; ,·d1id1 i.;; Leiter 
t1w.n t!iro\, ing on water or any thing of the sort. 

" De kind to any dumb animals entrusted to 
your care, and when 0mp1oy0d to kill any of 
tliem, study to do it in the quickest and least 
cruel mam1er. 

" If employed aho11t t11e stahl('s, do not 
leave the bridles trailing in the stalls, but put 
every thing in its proper p1flcc. 

"' If yonr follow servants waste, advise them 
privately that it is sinful. If they arc only 
careless tbey will mind. If they are dishonest, 
tell your master. 

"bo what yon believe to be the wish of 
your employer willingly, and without requiring 
to be desired : \Ybcn once tolcl a thing, do not 
require to be reminded again. 

·' Be\Yare of wi bing to dress above your con­
dition : let vour clotbes be neat and clean, an,l 
without the~ smallest hole in any rmt of them. 
_ " \Vh0n the lrnsiness of 0tu;h day is done. 
g11iC'tly retire to rcflrct on that state ·\vhcre the 
we-my nrc at re. t.. 

'' i~r eonrtcous: be patient: lie elothcd with 
·]rnrnility: lie slow to wrath : c.lo your own hn­
~int'ss: lie C1Jt1i('11t witl1 what vo11 lime: trust 
in tl1C' Lori] a11d do g-,) 1 >1l. 'i'hr,e arc grrat 
Christian duties, snit0d alike for rich and poor. 
TIH•ir obscr\'ancc ·will n•tHlcr a. mun rcspcct­
:iLl0, however l1>w his station, und promote his 
lasting lwppincs:-." 



26 

\Ve shall no\V mention an anecdote of this 
gootl boy, which will shew the reader how 
1huc.:h he deserves all the praise we have given 
him. \Vhen he came first to live under l\Ir . 
.Alford, he of course having before him no 
better example than bis parents, knew not how 
defective they were in industry, cleanliness, 
and good management, but a short time sufficed 
to shew him their faults, ancl from that time it 
became his desire to correct them. By this it 
is not meant that he thought himself ,viser than 
his seniors-as i-. the case sometimes with 
naughty children-but as he could easily per­
ceive how different was their conduct from that 
of Joe Farrel, the ganlener, who was always 
Richard's great example, so the way that he 
strove to improve their habits was particularly 
deserving of commendation. ,vhen work was 
over in tl1C garden, it was his great pleasure to 
run orcr to shew his father how Mr. Farrel 
dressed a garden, or how l\Ir. Farrel dibbled 
his potatoes ; and soon the little spot had such 
a different appearance, and throve so under his 
care, that J amcs himself began to take plea­
sure in dressing it: a proof that there is no one 
however young, that may not improve others 
Ly the simple but all powerful force of a goocl 
example. The success of his first efforts with 
Jiis fatl1er, encouraged this goocl boy so much, 
that he began to consider how he rnigl1t fnrther 
hone.fit his parents; and perceiving tbat l\1r. 
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Farrel always had cer!,!ain times for p-Ianting, 
~ressing, &c. his kitd1cn garden, he thought 
it would be a,1 exceedingly good plan to get 
liis father to lay out about half an acre of his 
gronnd as a 1:itchen garden, and to dress it 
exuctl r as l\] r. Farrel sho11ld direct him. " l 
think ·it OL1d if father don't sec the good of a 
little care; pcr1w.ps if he is only able to sell a 
few shillings ,vorih of tbc vegetables at the 
market, it ,;,vill encourage him to go 011." For 

. the first year, this snccceded bnt indifferently; 
James .J\lac Ready's indolence ,vas too deeply 
routetl to yield all at once to good advice, aml 
the consequence therefore, was, that the in­
structions which Richard left ·with him at dif­
foren t times, were frequently neglected from 
day to day; ancl some-times the farnurable mo­
ment hall past, and conld not be recalled. lt is 
1rnv,ever frequently a small thing which produces 
ame1Jdmcnt, and therefore we should never 
despair, but steadily pmsning what we think 
right, hnmb1y look to Gotl for his blessing on 
our effort.~. Riclw.nl. was di--appointcd but he 
\Ya.-, not discouraged. He asked leave from 
Joe Farrel, and baving obtained it, ho resolvcll 
to take t.ho management of some early potatoes 
into bi:; own hand~. - \Yhat;;ocvcr thv hand 
i1ndeth to Llo, t1n it \\ ith thy miglit.,-- was 
l1is motto; and therefore, with the Lor<l'i~ 
assi,;tance, lie left nothing untried t.vhich couhl 
Chsure success.--Good seed, plenty of manure, 
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pknty of Jahonr, and a favoraLlc sen.son, all 
conspired for him, a.ntl thD consequence wns, 
not only an abundant crop, but a remarkably 
early one, of new potatoes, which sold so well 
to the neighbouring quality, who hm1 not been 
as fortunate in their management, that even 
James, as he sav.r tl1c money coming in, 
liegan to perceive the advantages of industry, 
nnd to take a liking to his g:.i.rden, which he 
had hitherto so much neglected. " I will fol­
low your advice, now, Dickey, (said he,) for 
I sec it is good; there's your mother has bought 
herself a new cloak, and a pair of shoes; -
and look at my own trusty-why I have not 
felt so comfortable and warm for many a 
day." 

J ames's indolent habits once in part coITect­
cd-Richard fonnd it easy to accomplish his 
wishes. The garden was now managed ac­
cording to rule. Every thing vYas planted at 
tbe proper time, ant! under the fri<'ndly ind jri­
dieious ad vice of Joe Farrel, as fast ns a spot 
of ground became clcn.r<'C!, it was occupied hy 
some other scc, Js; so tlwt every tl1ing was 
tnrnccl to tl10 best aeeonnt. and the fniits \Yere 
soon scen-l\lr. A1fonl"::; rent was paid to the 
day; the cal.Jin wa~ whilewash<'d; sLelvcs 
were put up, on which Busan could luy her few 
plates and delft articles, inslead of leaving them 
ori the window-stool or on a choir, as before, 
where tl1<'y were so likely to be broken i uail s 
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nnd pegs, were also placC<.l along the wall:-:, 
on wl1ich Rhe could hang a doak or great coat, 
instead of throwing thorn down, "just for a mi­
nute," a;:; she used to do. Tho reader, however, 
is not to suppose that they were both reformccl 
from their bad habits; Susan was still slovenly: 
and sometimes she \Vould let the basket or the 
turf-kish lie on the floor, to be stumbled over 
by James, notwithstanding all that Dickey 
used to say, about a place for every thing, ancl 
c,·ery tlHng in its place; and J amos would now 
and then relapse into old habits, and suffer thc­
,Yceds to get ahead, although Richard often 
gooll humouredly hinted, that of all kinds of 
rags, Mr. Farrel disliked rag-weed most,­
liut on tl1e whole there was an improvement;. 
anJ. thus it was that the endeavours of filial 
aiTection were rewarded. 

\Ve have said, that Richard had a quality,. 
·which is unfortunately too much wanting in 
the poorer classes in Ireland-forethought, or n 
due regard for the future. l t was this which 
made him set down all the advice which J oo 
:Farrel gave l1im from time to time, in ord er 
that lie might be able to recal it in after years, 
for his father's use, and also for his own. llis 
little vlan of thus forming a Gan1ener's CalC'n­
dar, lie kept a profound secret from all hut one, 
and that was l\lr. Farrel ; and evening after 
evening did he slmt himself up in his littl e 
room, to write dov,·n1 in a blmik paper Look, 



30 

o.11 that he 'i\·ag able to collPct on tlie snhjcrt 
during the day. lt is trnc the writing was 1!ut 
very good, f1,r lie was only in his twelfth y8ar, 
Lut the rnlc:-; he p;avc were th0 result of c:xperi­
<11ice in old0r and ,,:i~t•r heads than ]1is ov,u, 
and, as they \Yere in a fair romlll hand, tlwy 
were f!asil_y legiLlc l1y James l'.-foc Ilcady, wlw 
\Yas quite 11rouJ of his son's pcnnian,;;lJip, an<l 
so grntilicd at tllis mark of l1is aflectioJJ, tliat 
he fo.itbfully promi,cd to attend to tll(lm ; in­
deed he ,was still wore di,po:-ed to do thi~, 
when lie follnd that ..\lr. Al ford, haring lH.'arJ 
of Richard's little plan, had afterward:-; taken 
the whole of l1is direction:;, in order to im• 
pron~ tl;e style and language a little, anu 
throw in otca:;ionalfr a r0rnark or two; for lw 
\Ylls pleased at this i;;dic.'.l.ti )n of the lJ'"J_~·'s lilid 
li.Ltadnnent to J1is parent,, and co1dd uot help 
thinkin,•· 110·,y many \Yith more nn1iort11nitics 0 • J for impron1m0nt than H.ic11anl, ,vcre far uel1intl 
liim in genuine \\·ortli of b 1art. 

The rcaJc•r i-;, perhap~. c1iriou3 to know 
what \\'U~ Hiehard':; .'.l<h·icc, aud perlPlp,; a!st> 
,Yil!ing to follow it. a,; far as in 11i:=: po el', we 
tlicrefore sul~join it for J1i~ gratification:-

" TITE (,Q'J'r.':.GEi.'s &.\.RDEX c~\LEXD.\R. 

"Jrmum:,;.-Jt \\·-onld be ,nll if 0\·ery man 
in lrciarid were com·inc.:e,l <·l° ih1s. that notbing 
in the world can sncc0r1l witho11t industiT.-A 
~pnL1e is n n::;cfnl i:nplcmeut: C\'cn in the ~haud · 
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of a child; but when maJe U'SQ of by an active, 
intelligent gardener, it is like digging for a trea­
sure hid in the ground, wjth the certainty of not 
being disappointed. The year is uow begin­
ning; do you begin yot,r labour, and if it fails 
of a reward, you may throw away your spade 
and never touch it again ; but if you will givo 
a friend's advice a fair trial, take your spade in 
hand, and if the frost be not severe, dig over 
every vacant spot of ground, and. throw up the 
earth into ridges, for this prepares it to be benc­
fitte(l by the frost and snow. Gather up ma­
nure in a place set apart for the purpose and at 
a distance from the honse, and mix it with tho 
mud gatherccl from before your caLin ; thin 
away the "·ood from the middle of the goose­
berry bushes, for the leaves will otheiwise get 
thick, and shnt out the sun and air and make 
the frnit scanty, and of small size aml baLl 
flm·om. 

" Clear ont a 1itt1e spot of four or five foet 
sq1Jare, and plant it thick with the straight and 
h0nltby shoots of gooseberries and currants ; 
they will strik0 root with great case, and th')ugh 
you shculd have more than you want, you may, 
perh:1ps, have the means of acc:ommodating a 
ucighbour. Take care, however, to rub off 
all tlie eyes for three inche~ from tbe bottom, 
else tl10y will consUiutly throw up suckers and 
not make handsome bnsh0s. A man, who feels 
as l.e onght, will bear bood \Yill to his neighbour, 



und it is plea~ant to think he may lrn.Ye it in hi~ 
])Owcr to she\.,. his kindly disposition, ercn by 
the gift of sueh a trifling article as a gooseberry 
or a cmrant shoot. 

" If open weather, during this month, cauli­
flower plants, which bavc been covered, should 
hare air. Ra<l 1shes also may Le sown for the 
iirst crop. Earth up brans, pcase, and celery. 
Transplant cabbages, carrots, parsnips, and 
leeks for seed. Prune apple trees, and repair · 
decayed hedges. 

" A rose or honeysnckle growing up the side 
of the cottage, gi\'es it a very neat appearance.· · 
Shorten the young shoots abo\'e the b1id:-., and 
you will find the atlrantagc of it in the fu11ness, 
plenty, and beauty of the Hower. ~"- CLjna 
rnse, flo\vers often in tlrn year, and is all the 
better for being freqnently cut. If you se0. a 
well trained hone\'suckle or rose tree on tlic 
ont,;:ide of a coth1ge, it is a sure sign that the 
jnsicle also is neat and clean. Cleanliness 
greatly contribntrs both to b~alth and comfort. 
nor is there in the v.l10le kingdom a more res­
pectable character than a cleauly, sober, pious, 
l1onest, industrious, and contented Iri~;lmmn. 

" Februar:f.-Continue to \,·ork the ground 
<luring this month, and if the weather is mi.hl 
and open t0wanls the enu of it, sow early York 

• Riel.Jard bml planted several in front of his father's ~­
liin, and it may be s11ppc,seu ti.mt llc mklctl thi,; with re!er­
ence to his own cutting,-, 
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or s11gar-loaf cabhag0s. Plant nl~o cliive.:;, slrn­
lots, ancl early potator.s . Also pea-;;e \Y here 
there is room; the liot~pm corn C's in the earliest, 
hut tlic Blnc, Prussia, unll other dwarf kinds 
arc more producfo·c. Transplant fruit b .'cs . Sow 
celcn' and callliflower seed on a ·hot-bed or 
\nUJ~ border. Sow s;1inagc) ~avo~-, and lct­
incc SC'0d . Slip artic]1okcs . Pb1it cuttings of 
honrysneklC's - Cnt grafts and luy them 11ndrr 
a d n· wall; t!iry will succeed Letter than when 
frcsl~ en t. ~ 

"'l'hrrc is no kind of foocl . on \Yhich the 
cottng0r relics so nrnch ns on tlie poto.to, and, 
thcrrfon,, a clue ccononiy is the more stron~!y 
1 reom.11en t1<'d. The poor rna;1 lrns a quantity 
of potatoes for seed, and he enL" them up ido 
ns mnny pircc-s as the potato has ryes. Thi,,, 
to !:=orly, tlir• l>rst of it, is nsel0ss, and to ~oy t11c 

1 
·wor~t. it is cxtrnvn~ance . B0gi:i ratlwr in tliis • 
rno:dli, to cut off aull Jay by for seed the lrnd~ 
cling <'lHl of c,·rry potal~ tl;at is 1.o he boiled: 
jt wiil hardly 1,c mi:-;sed from the root, and \Yill 

lie a materidl snTing in S<'n.sons of scarcit;·, s1 1 c11 
ns the porw had in tl1" year, l ~~2:]. l.1 thi-; 
way, ~ind witliont cxp C' tl:-". a numcrons fo.mil.'7 
rnn.y. from th0 mrr<' pairin~c;; of the pntatoc'-,, 
so ~r.mcrnlly tlirnwn :twny. pro\'id f~ enough of 
seed potuto to pl2.nt rml. tt tolcraliiy Ltrg<' gat: ­
clcm. Nor let tlic rnw.llnc-s.~ of cad1 dn:\: s~H iug 
Le despi -. <•d; rrco1lcct the ,·er,·c-

" A pr nn)· s.aH'd, is two-p<'nrc clear, 
" A 1,iu a day, is a groat it yu ir. 
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".J.1Iarcll.-This is a ~usy month; nor i, 
tl1cre one which shews more st.ron?;ly the ganleit­
er's trnst in Ilim who hntb promised, that" srcd 
time nnd harvest shall not cease.'' ln 1\forcli, 
dig between raspberries, and drnss stn:i.\,,·bcrril's. 
Sow brocoli. Plant slips of swed herbs. Graft 
apples, pears. &c. Plant q11icks and 07,icn. 
Sow cucnmhcrs, turnips, and celery. Uratl 
down stocks tlrnt arc bnclclcd. Radjshcs, 
tongue-grass, nrnstard, parsk)·, carrots, pars­
nips, onions, and leeks should be sown; an<l 
tov,·ards its close, early [;rccn imnips, long pod 
and other beans, and sonw Ntrly potatoes in a 
dry l'-bc1tered spot. It is also a gootl time for 
,.o-,, ing a crnp of pel"'s<', iransplan1ing cal)h:lµ;r•s 
hoth l'ttrly anJ bte, and also autt1mn so\,·ri bro­
coli pl:wti,. 

'' In this month rn;1rnir0 s]1nnlcl iJd11:-nrtl t'Y<'r 

again antl mixc11 v:eJl, .111d above all tJiill~", at 
this season. every iliing in a gnr,len ~l1011ld he 
11 cat nnd clr:rn, for if wcf d:-- me nnw st1 rl\•rc,J 
to get a licad, it will be di1Iicult afLcn\ t,nls to 
.root tli0111 ont. 

"Kor let tbe cottager tl1i11k a liWe p11td1 of 
a flow0r garden is Lt'nrath liis care: it tak1°s up 
lmt liltlo room; n.nd wli<'thor w0 consirlrr tbe 
110atn<>ss it gi\'<'~ 1o a l,itclien ganlc'n, or to ibo 
cot1ag0, it is allogrtlwr n plcac;ing a.rqnisilion.­
Thic; th<'tt is the ti1Ho to -,ow alnwsi all kinds of 
flo~ 0r sc<>f1", a.n,1 ~11,;o t.o di\'ido nrnl t1 nnc;plant 
flov:r.r roots; tlic•~- sLu1il,l gd :.i liUIµ \Yi.dl'l' 
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nft1 r tlil'Y arc transpla:1tcd, and the soil sbo1t1Ll 
ht' rnke1l ..n1(l rnado to look 11cat, for neatness is 
tlw great bcanty of a gan1e-n; it .untters little 
110\\' rare are the plants, or how \Yell they are 
fi.qnrishing, if the beds are not kept nice, the 
edgings regular, and tbe walk~ clean, the gar­
drn will otherwise never look ornamental or 
well. A man is always amply repaid for thi'-> 
1rvnblc even tliourd1 he made no other use of 
the flowers than to give liis spot of ground a 
11cat appearance; ho lias it in his power, how­
ever, tlius to show his goo<l. \Yill to his landlonl 
or to his friend, for there is no one, rich or poor, 
to wl1om a present of fresh flowers is not ac­
ceptable. Box makes a neat edging, ancl bears 
transplanting very well-but even a little paling 
or o. row of m·cn sortccl stones or shells round 
a bed, looks better Llrnn nothing. 

'' Ap, //.-In the fir,t Wo(Jk of this month, 
t11c gardener takes care to sow ,vhatever was 
omittCll in lforcli, particularly onions, leeks, 
carrots, 1~ar--uips, rarlic;be~, and lettucPs; these 
arc \cg;ctab1cs \Yl1i,·~1 ~hnuld non'r be ne­
glectcll, for they are uc.;efol to both ricl1 arnl 
poor-. IL is now ti11ll' to pla11t potatoes for a 
main crnp, and if till) 1;rn11ntl is small, you 
rna:r pla11t n garden lwau liet\Yecn c\'ery otlwr 
pntuloc set, and obt[litJ two ernp.-- on the same 
gro11utl, for the bean:; will not much iuterforc 
with t\10 pntutoe~. The rlryest spot in tl1n 
,.._.hol0 ~ardcn is th0 i>P--t for u pb.ntati011 of 
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asparagus_. for mal..ing wbid1 this is the proper 
month .-1'his vegetable nernr 1hrires vYlien in 
a wet situatio:i or co~·crcd too deep; whilli:l 
yonn!.l·t.Yo ind1 sand a half is s11flit.:ient,-a,lll 
1C'Js ~bonltl Le so made as to afforll a sup1ily of 
earth as the plan ts grow stronger. 

" This is tl10 time also for planting ont youn:~ 
cai1lifloivers, and for so;,ving Lorccole, (or what 
is m;ually called cnrlCll green~,) smoys antl 
lirocoli plants. Prick ont yonng celery . \Yalt­
fruit trees should be prnned, and where tl1e 
fruit is too cro\nlcd. should be t11inncd. 

"A good p;arclcnC'r is alwn.ys ,·cry attentive to 
the Moom of his ·wall-frnit trees at this season, 
and t];c best way of 1n·rsE:rring it is bj- covcriug 
over tlic tree.~ with nets made of wldc \\'Or::;tcd; 
these ucts arc likewise w,efol for dd'cn ling the 
fruit af'tcrwan1s from the hin!s; for it dctl't';; 
tiiem from alighting on it, or cn-1 n if they aro 
ic1Dptcrl io tlo so, tl1eir feet bccorne cnt.:u1~lcd 
j:i the woollen net, so that tbey arc glad to 
gd a\\·c y. During tlw secontl aud third w0ck 
of 1\pril, tl1crc is alwnys oc;cupaLion cuo11g-li in 
iini~liing the pruning, an ll in ~0\\·1ng- vegctublo 
c-rous for autnmn, s11ch as early York, &c. 
sugar-loaf caGb:1g0, Capo brocoli_. and also a 
lat0 crop of p0a-:e aml beans. Towat}s tli,) 
biter ellcl of April it will l,c time to pJa11t kid­
ney beaus; for tlic:-:.e, the gardener chooses a 
\Hlrm sunny border, and J1aving drawn tlie 
dril.s two fret asunder, nntl 1,1:tt!c each aLout 
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nn inch deep, lie llrops in the Leans sinp;ly, 
three inches distant from 0110 anoibcr. The 
whole of tliis month is favorable for transplant­
ing both garden plants aod e,·ergreens. 

'' 1llrry.-As it is a great object in every gm·• 
dener to ham sncccssirc crops of vegetables, 
und of different kinds, a gardener shoul<l nerer 
let the prop0r seasons pass for so\"ing his 
~-ecl1s . rcrn 8m hcring always that--T hem i,; a 
time for every tliing under the sun, and that 
time once gone-Ly can never be rf'callc<l. Spi­
nach may Le ::;own early in May; antl as this is 
u plaut wh;eh rnns to -.ectl very .fo.-:;t in warm 
weather, ii is ri 6lit io SO\.Y sncccssi,·e crops of it, 
and likewise the same of Lum i ps. 81 ip ariidiokes 
rlmi1 1g the iir-.;i wed,. of thi., month. ..::\. garden 
rP<p1ircs a grNtt deal of wcc<1ing in the m0nih of 
:May, and to iii is, particular attcution should be 
paid, as \Yell as to earth Hp or land H1(\ prasc, 
beans. potntoc;;, nnd cabbages. Rt'move ""e1css 
slic oh; from peaches, apricots, and nrriarincs. 
~ow coss, cabbage ancl Silesia lettncc every i'o;:t~ 
night, and radishes. ln drywrathNwa~.P- rtiwm. 
Take np Lu1l1011;; roots past blowing. S0w 
annual flo,Yer sped-;, Sow canlifl.ower,, fqr Cc­
toLcr and ~ owrnhcr, nr.J hrocoli for s:~nll'.!., 

'• Tbe planting of potatoes shonld liu all 
finishetl by the scconJ week in l\Iay; but the 
~reatcsi irn11Lle a gardener has in thi:) month, 
whrn th0 wa::;qn is dry, is tu kcrp his pluuts 
well wuLl'red. .\. burJcr of :-trawl>crrics takes 



up no room, ancl a few learns in the season 
always bring a price from the guality. Tbey 
are nuw in blossom, and it is quite necessary 
their roots sh01tld he kept moist; this may be 
very much assisted by covering tho ground 
round the roots of the plants with moss or 
wheaten straw. Cncnmbers shonlcl be so\vn in 
May-they will do best in hot-beJs; Lut if 
that is not convenient, they may thrive with 
great care in warm sunny sitnations; and early 
erops of pease shonld be stacked during this 
month. Potato gro1md should ho ahn.ys kept 
clean; and it is right to hoc don-n tho wec<ls 
whilst they are young, that the rows of pota­
toes may be seen di;:tincth· : the weeds shonhl 
Le eithe~ carried ,rn-a,v or ~let to lie until qnito 
tlcatl before the potutoes arc lnncled, otherwise 
you will ho as it \YNC planting the \.,-eecb ag.iin, 
Kor is this tLG onlv mischief you causr, for the 
weeds arc bad nei~libours, o; rather rohL2rs­
thov take the 11o;irisilrncut awav from your 
croiJs, and if they c\·er flower, tli.eir seeds· will 
fill your garden with weeds for a ye'lr to come.• 
A good garLlencr declares \Yar against weeds, 
and nerer rests so long as one of tlicm survives, 
for ho rem cm her,., the old saying, that six \Yee ks 
woeJs is six weeks seeds. 

"JunP..-...\s soon as June sets in, it ·will bo 
iirno to tliin out the onions, carrots, leek~, and 
parsnips- Tho ganlrnrr always t!1ins tlie first 
to three, four, or five inches a'ittnder; par.snip;. 
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may bll left seven or eight, for they require a 
gootl deal of room to grovv to perfection . The 
canliilowers \Yill now be forming lieads, and it 
is right at thi,; time to look them over, and to 
break down tho outside l0n.vrs of sncb as arc 
very forward, covering and thereby preserving 
tho fiower. Celery, savoys, boroc,ole, brocoli, 
and drum-headed cabbages sboulJ. be trans ­
planted in the middle of this rnonth, and wall­
fruit trees slioulcl be prnne1.l. Transplant celery, 
plant c11tLings, gather herbs for drying, lay them 
in tbe shm1c and not iri the snn . Sow a foll 
crnp of t,.irnips for winter. P,-ic:k out brocoli 
sown in I\Iay, and sow frc"h :,cL'cl. Plant kid-
11cy ber.ns, ;carlet and white rnnncrs. Lay car­
nations an,1 e\'ergrcens. Gather seeds . Best 
time to innocnlate stone fruit. Sow Scotch 
l.ale. Sow Pinton cabbage, ancl transplant in 
Octouer-it will precede the early York in 
spring. Sow cauliflowers hefo-een the IGth and 
:Htli. Tl1e last \\ eek in J 1rne and the first in 
J11ly, arc the only times for sowing entfo·cs, it 
earlier it will rnn to seed--if later it \Yill riot 
come to its foll growth. The llov\Ter-Lcds, 
whe:e the annuals arc sown, nmst Le kept 
free from weed~. and the best tool for this is 
a Dutch hoc: it en t:, np the weeds \Yithout 
o11liging the labonrer to tread on the b0tls, 
and learns the groum1 in such a state, that very 
!ittlc rakiug is rcc1nired; this is a nice handy 
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tool 3-nd is very cheap for it costs only one ~hil­
ling- antl six-pence.* 

··It has been "-ell said, 'that inclnstry mak<''3 
tbe world look beautiful around ns; it tnrn-, the 
barren \Yildcrness into 11 fortilfl plcu~a11t land, 
tnd for thorn;; and t1Jist1cs it plant.; tlic rose­
tree and the vine. Industry preserves us from 
the inclemency of the weather, and finds some 
means to supply every want; it rrocmcs ns 
wherewith to give alms to the poor, and tliNc­
fore enables us to "lay up a treasure in Hca­
Yen." 

"Juflf.-In the first week of .J11ly it wi11 he 
time to land celery; be caref1d not io lmry tl1e 
lieo.:ts of the pli:;nts by raking up too ~nuch 
<..o.rth at once, for this will either wt tlic pbnt:s, 

• Samuel 'Wi!Jer often complained 0f not IHLrinr.; a 
Dutch ho<!, to keqi his gnt",li>n clean, and that lie coulrl 
11t,l alfo:-, I to buy one-yet Lo Dicl,ey'~ kPm·,l t'tige he 11~cd 
to spe11d tbe rnlue of 01w every ,•:eek in the puhlic-house, 
He wc1s a tipler, and you "ouhl have tho•:[.{ht su had yuu 
~een his g-arden, for it ,ms rougb and slm·enly likP him,el!'. 
-\Vhereas, go into Pat Kmrns·s and you will ;;ee u dilli.r­
e11L sight-not a weed in Yiew. Pal was a d:1r labourer, 
b11l bis garJell wus his deli;ht when h;s tby',; worl_s was 
orer. It gare him heal!h a 11d i'pirits and ple111y uf rota lot'.,, 
ca',bagcs, &c.-He often said to .Joe Fane!, "t!Jat it was 
a cryillg sin for n man to ,.-a.,1e an hour al t!,e ale-how,e, 
w!Jen ii was \\·ell known he never could folcb I a k a minute. 
I hare 110 occasion to carry my money tbPre, for I do11 ·t 
find I 11am a lrnlf-penuy more than I wnnt; and if 1 e\',·1· 
~hould, in case I dm1'l know what lo do "·itll ii, l <·an put 
it 111 tl1e Sarint;~' lli1nk, hnrtl by, "·here it will ue ~,1ft· Ji-om 
,tc.;iJen!, um! always 1eu ty fur U t imc of" aJJt Ol ;:;JC:klll'Ss.» 
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or make it gritty and clisagrcQaL!c to eat. The 
autumn crop of cabbages should be now. sown, 
also some th'.·:uf French beans, arnl if the sra­
son is mild n.nd moist, it will be well to sow 
peas and beans for a late crop. Box edgings, 
and tborn or other hedges may be clipped in the 
conrsc of this month, aml it i"i a good Yray to 
tlig all the dippings into the gronncl; for they 
will be useful as manure, and if the bcdge be 
ye._v, the clippings left lying about may clo much 
barm, for ymv is as poisonons to both horses 

. and com;, as box is to pigs. 
'' The latter encl of this month and the wholo 

of the next, is also a good time for bnclding peach 
trees, nectarines, plumbs, and cherries ; and 
though it is true the poor man's garden docs 
not always contain these rare frnits, it is usefnl 
to mention how they are treated, in case h.o 
should wish to make a penny by cultivating 
~hem for the market. .At thi-; season, tho 
leaves of onions fall an<l. \Yiih0r, it is tben time 
to fake them np; let tltcm dry in the sun for a 
\Yor~k or tt'n days, frequently turning them; 
th,!n cnt n\T the lca\'es to about three inches in 
lcnglli, clear ihcm from the hottom film~s anJ. 
tie them np in ropes for use; nothing more is 
required tlian to keep them in a dry place, as 
the frost docs not injnrc them, 8halots arnl 
gar1ic shoultl likewise be tukcn up when the 
leaves <lroop a.nu withal'. ln the thir<l anJ. 
fourth week of July, sow lettuce, radishes, 
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priclJy-sceded f'pinn,d1, and \Ydcl1 nuionc; ;­
Iikt,wisc cnrly Hussian caLlm~cR for the 0nsuing 
:,;pring. Tlicso arc !lot npt to run to seed, but 
if carrfnlly managed, and brought on as fast a.~ 
1)0ssihlo before Christmas, ·will afford fine young 
cahbnges in l\Iurch aml April. 

" \Vith respect to onions gcneru11_y, it m:1y be 
mentiOt]Ocl that tbc :-itraslmr~b is nwst generally 
adopted for principul cropc;, the silver skinue,l 
unJ two-bladed for pickling. Sown in FelJrn­
ary they bear transplanting in Apri!.-Carc 
shonl<l be taken to keep tho bulb at first above 
ground. -The onion, to attain a good size, 
requires rich mellow grvund or a dry suit.­
Grow pickles in a poor light ground to keep 
tL C' m small. 

'' l\Iany cottn!.'!;0Ts, no doubt, arc now getting 
their litt.lc gt1nlt:ns into nice order: but Lhc wc1•tls 
<.trc still like forwanl i11trllllers, forcing- ihcir ,n1y 
into good company ; lol)k ,n,ll Lo them bd',re 
.J nly is past, for they will he soun in seNl-n1·d, 
rn:1rk ::driend 's nd vice, yon will have a terriUe 
t;rop of tilcm next y;ur, if yon dou't rnmd 
them in tb is. 

"_·Jugust.-Stir up tlw earth as m11<.:h as 
possible bct\\-ecn the growing crops of ec!cry, 
peas, beans, &e. and land :,;11<.:li n,,, arc in n 
suiliciunt state of funvard nt':,s. Di~ ll}J nnd 
nrnn11re cn•ry v:wunt spnt of gronnd. uni! lie 
most careful Lu J~eep the ganlcn fret' from weeds 
lluri ng- tlii::- rn ontb. .:\.:; ]ca rcs arc tho nalt I rnl 

' " , 
1' 

'"' 
p IJ. 

'J 
(n 'IL 

I 
ti 
~I J i: 

c· 

i1 • 

', r, 



3' 

.. 
' 

,,, 
,' 

I • 

antl proper pr0tcctio11 for frnH of 0vcry kind. a11J a~ it nercr ripens so ,~.c·l1 as w l1l'll ~flfk/­
f' ,tl(IJ shadPd, gn.rdt>nN,.; sho11l<l lie euutions not to prnnc their wall-frnitircc:.; so bare as to lcuvc tlio frnii too mnch e.·poserL 

"Hy the tliirL1 WC(•k: in Aug11st, pickling c11-c11rnliers i.yi]l be flt tog;athN; and fcorn the 1Ulh 
to tl10 20th of tliis ;l}()nth is u goo<l time for 
SO\Yill~ both brown COSS lett11cc and spinach­
the prickly-seeded stand the winter best; as soon ns the latter come,.; np, and that the l0avcs Jia, <' got to alrnnt an inch in bread th, the plants 
must be thinn< 1d to fem or th·c it,dies di~tnncc frl.1111 C'ach otb0r, in order that they mny ~row 
~irniw un<l lrnnh·. Stir tl1e 0arih \Yell lil'lW<'<'ll 0 • 

tlic l'O\\·s of gro,\·inp; crop , and drn.1,v sonw 11p 
1o the roots; this will ke<'p them cool n.nrl 11011~ 1iid1 tl1cm gn'ntly. It will nlso kill the weeds 
and p:ivc tiJ0 gartlcn u fresh and tidy ap1wn.r­
an( ;C. B0sid<'S that llin gro1lll<l which is mO\'<'tl 
1111d t11rn0d a good dt'nl in liot wc1uLhcr, is cn­rielH1d . nnd \\ orks better all t.be y0ar affor. It 
is a g~od way to mix ro11nd s°ccded spinach witl1 the prickly, aud 1.liis crop will prodncc l0arc:- for grtth~ring in Octolicr, Xovc111lier, an,l tlirn11gl1011L the wititer in open W('athcr, hut the 
li0st of i l ·will come in early in the 011 ·uing :-prin;; ennliilo,Yers atul rudi,,h0~ may likewise 
l,c sown at this t.i111<' for tlic s:un0 purposr. 

'· l t 1~ now time to cxantinc trees that liarn Lceu h11<ldt1d <.'nrly tl1is season,, and to u11bi1.tl 
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those Uwt }iave fob:n well. ~ome g[mlcnNs, 

]10,Yenir_. think it better to cut ibc hnndage 

that 15 Lclow the hlld, to giYe room for the sap 

to rise and nourish it, nnd to let that aLoYe re­

main on for a few ,-.;eeks lon~rr. 
"Young strawberry plants m~y be put out 

during the In.Un cnLl of tl,is month . 
" ;''fplember.-If any of tl1c vegetable crops 

sown in tile preceding month bavc failed, tJ1e,y 

must no,Y he renewed, and carrot"' unJ. par~nip-;; 

rnay like,Yisc he sown for an early spring crop ; 

this is ahrnys worll1 ,,·bile attending to, for tli0n! 

is no greater treat at dinner than a nice cfoh of 

cnrly vcgeial>les. A poor mnn, indeed, ncYn 

cats them him.:;clf, lmt lie kno,,·s more hy tl1e 

price they bring at market, bow 111uci1 the 

richer classes prize them . 
" It is time now to dress nsparag;ns bed~, to­

di,·ide and transplant fluwcr roots, and t•J rnuk,~ 

layers of almost all kinds of sl1rnlis, and litc­

·wise to put do,vn cntiings of C\'C'rpcens- In 

making cnaings of l anrel:-, take off fonr or f:\·c 

inches of the old wood at the holtom oi' tlie 

last year's shoot, and Jin.Ying si1ipped off n.11 i.hc 

lcaYcs from tho cutting~. 0xc0pt n. fow at top, 

plant them in a trench a.bout b'O ind1e:- frum 

each other, instead of putting tlH1 lll into tlic 

gronncl Ycry deep arnl pcrpcndicnlarly. A ~1-il­

fol gardener always cnts tlie trench ill a ~lope 

towards the son th, ,ulll }JD.Ying ]ui<l tliem in, eo­

Yers iu th0 cmtb on tbern ju~t s1dlicie11t to learn 
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a fow Join le; above grournl; they al ways strike 
stronlTer roots when put down in this way, than ~ . 
iu the ordi11ury manner. 

" October.-· The flower garden requires more 
care in October than the vegetable. -The car­
nation layers must first be taken up, and tlrn 
common sorts, if they have good roots, will do 
very well in the open ground all the winter; 
the rery choice kinds, however, require more 
ca.re an<l. shelter. Honey-suckles, rose-trees, 
and oth~r flc)\vcring shmbs must be pruueJ, an<l. 
their young shoots, if planted. immediately after 
they l.Jave been clipped otf, will grow very 
well. By doing this a gardener can greatly 
increase his stock; in short, nothing should. 
be wasted. in a garden ; since, if we were care­
ful ·we should find, tliat almost every thing, 
l1ow0ver trivial, might be turned to account. 

• " Tulips and 0ther bulbous roots should now 
ho put down : and gcrani11m!i, and all green­
l1ouse plants, should be new 11otted, and taken 
in from the open air. 

" If the \\·catlier is dry, apples and pears 
may now be gathered and laid by for winter 
use, au<l. the bei:;t way of preserving tliem is by 
spreading them thinly on wooden shelves, in a 
Jry airy chamber, or a little <l1y fern, if it can 
be got, may be strewn under and oYcr them. 

" Towards the latter end of October, comes 
the troublesome task of pruning the raspberry 
1.rnshes. - " It is a long time, before a man 

D 



learn. to dre~g a rasplierry bll~h well ; it is nn 

11gly wild luoking plant,· if not properly nt 

iended to, but with proper cnre, it may l,e 

made both ornamental to the garden, . antl ex­

tremely prodncti\·c. It is remarkaule, that a 

raspbc-rry bush never Lea.rs fruit fo·o year;:; 

011 the ~ame stem ; the old stems die, ancl 

these rnnst be cut away close to the gronncl: 

and of .thr. seven or eight new sl10ots, which 

the slm1h grncra11y uears, choose tbrrc or fonr 

of the strongcc;t antl cut a \\·ay all the others; 

~hortrn those \Ybich are left, to about two-thirds 

of their length, o.nd tic them together; all the 

straggling suckers mnst be cleared away from 

about the roois, a!ld the grouml dug and neatly 

dressed lictv:een the bushes. 
" October i:-; the time for taking potatoes 011t 

of t11e ~ronnJ, and stor;ng them either in pits 

or in tlie house. Such as have been housctl, 

should occasionally, throughout the winter, be 

looke<l over, well turned, and the rotten ones 

1iiekcd ont. 
" }torember.-As soon a.c:; K onnnher sets in, 

the annnuls begin to perish, antl sbonlcl be pull­

ed np; and tile dNlll ~lems of the perennial~ 

~hnuld likcwi!"e be cut tlo,rn. 
" 'fake up carrot:- arnl pctl':-:nips, and lay 

i1H'll1 in sand ,lefondetl from fro~t and w0t. 

Co,·er pcuse a.ncl bean . 1n fro.,ty wea.lhl-'r. with 

~lra\\", rcf'(t.. or tan. ~lend fruit hml.-r with 

fresh ~:1rf11 aud rcry rotten t1nng·, \\"ell. m::-:nl. 
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Cut away all deall branches, and such as crost 
each other, an<l. make the wound. sloping aml 
smooth. 

'' The leaves of the trees now begin to fall, ,-
aml therefore, this is a good time for a gar­
dener to dig np his vacant gronnd, that he may 
bury in the old leaves and rnbbish, which servo 
ac; manure to the soil. Before the frost begins_, 
the roots of ne\vly planted trees, or temler 
flowers, shonhl be coveretl with stra\Y, or ev0n 
saw-dust will answer very \vell for the purpose; 
indeed the gardener always prefers it, for it 
looks neater, aml docs not disfigure or dirty his 
garden so much as straw. Cuttings of poplars 
and willow.:;, and al:.-:o of fruit, will do very well 
<lnring this month : and in taking a cut_ting it . 
is necessary to choose a straight healthy shoot, 
and to cut it off neatly nnder a bud. 

" It is not generally known that early cauli­
flowers may be preserved for nsc during the 
greater part of the winter. The mode of doing so 
is as follo"'s :-Ha,ing a hrge qnuntity of this 
vegetable in fnll heall, in the beginning of X o­
Yember, you dig a pit along the bottom of a 
wall, about e;ghteen int:hes in depth anLl about 
the same breadth; on 1-.-t dry duy pull up the 
cauliiiower stocks, kei;ping the leavc3 as en­
tire as possible1 a!Hl !upping them ronn1l the 
flower. Begin at one end of the pit, laying 
in the cauliflowers\.\ ith the roots uppermost :::tnll 
the tops inclining tlo,,~nwanh; the next row 



, s11onld he laid with tlic roots of the former otw 

cmeri11!!:the Howers of the sc>cond, and so nn with 

tlic "li~le of the stock. 'J'he pit is then co\ereJ 

closely II p \\'ith earth and beaten rnooth with 

tlietop of the spade in order that the rain may ruu 

off. Th() pLrnts keep frcs!i an<l good, anll one 

i:-; thus able to baYc occasionally a dish of fine 

cauliflow<'rs until the rniJtll() of January. 

" De<:embeJ'.-\Yhcn tho weather is open, 

it is rig;l1t to till well \\·hatevcr ground is lying 

unoccupied in tbe garden, by which means you 

liare it ready for use when you want to put in 

early crops. The same occupations whid1 em­

])l()y a gan1<'ner in ~ o, cm lier, generally engage­

him throughout DrcernLer; indeed he has 

en011gh fo du to fini~-11 pnttingout all Lis cutting:-. 

nnd lii~ luycrs, and to gPt liis gunlen in rcadi-

1iess fur the ensui11g spring;; and at this season, 

when the garden is clc>aning out, he sliou!d 

carefolly gather up every thing that will tum 

to accunnt for manure; this Leing the great 

source of good crops in every garden, he ouglit 

to cudC'a, uur to make his heap us large as 110 

can agniust spring and sum!llcr. TlH! heap 

!--honhl lie kept iu a t:ry spot ut some Ji ·tunco 

from the Jwelling house, and frequently turned; 

11omllletl oyster-shells and soot make 11sdnl a<:­

dition~. al:--o the lea, c:-. which ba\'c falicn oil' 

from tl1c trees. 'fhcsc lca,·cs mukP. a mo:;t ex­

cellc•ni compo~t for flo,Yer::-- with a little sand~ 

lrnt \\ liu, tlicy ure corcretl with as nmch 1:uould 
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~'I.~ is sufficient to kerp the wind from 1i1owiug 
them mvay, they decay and rot much better 

than in a pit. 
" A plot of gro1ind. howcvc•r small, is a 

'l'iourc0 both of pleasure and of profit to tho..,e 

who know how to manage it rigl1tly. H tho 
-soil is tolerably goorl it may readily prod nee 

two crops in the year-as, for instance, rap<', 
Dr vetches, rnay be rnaLle to succeed a crop of 
-early potatoes or cabbages. Plenty of mannro 
will greatly assist this system, and when tlie 
common kinds fail or become scare", a pouml 

or two of saltpetre mixed with n peck 0f dry 

earth, will be found highly serviceable ; a 

liandful of this mixture may lie put about the 
roots of cabbages or brocoli in transplanltng 

them, or it may be used in sowing the seeds of 

almost any kind of vegetables." 

This was the sum of Richard"s remarks npon 
Cottage Gardening, and as every thing recom­

mended by l1im had undergone tlie test of ex­

pNicnce; and indeed were. for the moc;;t part, 
tri0d 011 James l\hc Rcady's Rpot of gro11nd, 

tliey may safely he adopted by evNy one wl10 
hurl. rather sec his clii\dr0n well fcrl ::lnrl dc•­
cently clothed, than in poverty and nnkrdn~~s. 
lt is true-no rnles, however good. arc i,i thcn.1-
f;P]vcs suflieient without indu, try to put them in 

mactie0; bnt let a man, to w\10111 Pro\·idC't1l'.<~ 

has given health and ~tn'n~th, he williilg; to do 
n 3 
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his part, am1 Richan! 's Ii ttle Galendar will be 
found ,vorthy of bis attention. \Vith respect 
to this good boy, it would be difficult for any 
language to describe, or to do justice to his 
feelings, as he handed bis little gift into his 
father's hancls, or the still greater joy he ex­
perienced, when he perr,eived. how gratefully it 
was receired, and with what foll <letennina­
tion to follow its dictates.-Scriptnre has said, 
" a wise son makcth a glad fat her;" but it can 
be only by a parent that J ames's happiness will 
be at all conceived, as he shewed his neigh­
bours tbe Gardener's Calendar, and assured 
t11em, that every word had be,m written by bis 
Richard. 

\Y c might give a great many anecdotes of 
Richard's boy hood, but it is necessary to hasten 
on to the time \Yhen he is to act for himself, 
and to practice the good ad,ice "·hich l\fr. 
Alford gave liim. • Ho v,as a good boy, and by 
this it is not alone meant that ho ,,,as acUrn, and 
i ndustnons, and trne, but that he was a Christian 
minded hoy : he nercr profaned the sacred name 
of God, ho never forgot to pray when going to 
rest at night and wl ien rising in tho morning, 
and he always, tliat is t1aily, rcart. a chapter ia 
tho Bible; for Mr. Alford had given him one, 
with very good print, as soon as cYor he was 
able to read-in short ho was a good boy on 
right principles ; he clesirc>d to rloasf' God, 
and nh-rnys recollected, that ho \YOuld, at a 
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future lla.y, bQ ca1l<.2Ll to acconnt for every thing 

h~ sai<l, or thongbt, or LliLh u:.; he had been 

taught in his catechism. 
From ::.\Ir. 4-\lford's example a1so, he had 

l0arned duly to reverence each Snnday, as a 
duy sd apart for rest antl devotion. On 
Saturday evening, all out work wus over at his 

master's at 8ix o'clock precisely, and the re::it 

of the evening was passed in cleaning all up for 

the fol lowing morning; the labourers were all 

raid their wages by seven on Frid::iy evening, 

and tbosc that did not come at that honr, were 

obligctl to wait till Monday. " How coulJ I 

or they, (Mr. Alford used to ~ay,) go to our 

place of worship, if my time was taken up on 

',unday morning in paying money, or tlwirs in 

recei\'ing it and laying in their purchases?" 
The benefits of this plan were not at first 

rnfficiently umlerstoocl, and some of them even 

snpposccl, that having money in their pockets 

they might idle on Saturday; but this he soon 

<'hcGked, by declaring, that snch as dicl not 

come to work on Satimlay, shonlcl be consider­

ed n..-:; having left hi~ employment, allll anolhci­

l1ir0tl in his plat;C. Some of lhcm aL~o imu­

giued, for a titnr, that paying on Friday was 

ll('pri\ing them ot a day':-; p;,.y; but a little cx-

11lanation satisfi0<l them on thi!, 110iut, and the 

::i.d\·antagP.s of the change were :;oon generally 

nn1l grat<>fullJ acknowle<lged. Ag:iiu, tberc 

was no lying late a -lied, became it was ~unu.ay 
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morning; cYery one was np belimc~. n·1tl rn 
much good ·,vas prod11ced by tlii!i simple n'g11-
lat10n, that ev~:ry one used to rcmo,k the 
cleanliness and titliness of l\Ir. Alfonl's cottag-e 
tenantry, and Jiow they were always amongst 
the first in their place of worship. 

It was thus that Richard>s character was 
formed for good. Had he been ]pf't with his 
1mrents, it is too probable he wonld have fol­
lowed their exampl0, and grown up worthlC's~ 
and indolent, if llOt positivPly wicked; hut. 
taken from them at the critical time, the care 
of his master, under God's blessing, gave hi, 
mind a different tnrn, and the consequence 
was, that not only did he become himself n 
worthy character, but he was able to improve 
the conduct and habits of both liis parents, 
,,.•horn he tenderly loved. 

It has been mentioned tha.t every day for 
three hours, that is, from ten o'clock till one, 
Richard was allowed to go to .Mr. Alford'!l 
school ; and it may well be supposed that so 
good a boy did n<Jt leave it without improve­
ruent. In the short time that he remained 
there he had learned to write a good fair hand; 
he could spell ns well as any boy in the school; 
he knew the four rulC's of arithmeti<" pcrfocdy, 
togctlier with reduction a.nd tli0 rnle of three, 
nntl hatl e\·en learned the use of some of the 
rnccho.nic po"Hrs, as they arc culled; !luch a5 

the pullry, the lever, or the crow-bar, &c. \Yo 
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have a1so ?niLl tl1at lie was a handy hny; itJ .. 
deed he could "earccly be otherwise, 

0

for l~e wa!:I 
always busy, and always striving to learn 
sornf'thing. 

There is no kind of knowledge, however un­
important h may appear, that is not worth ac­
quiring; for you cannot tell under wLat cirr-nm­
stances it may be nseful to you ; and Ilich­
::ml himself fonnd the truth of this in tbe fol­
lowing way :-A neighbouring formrr was rid­
ing along an unfrequented road, when the lash 
of his whip Lroke. 11is horse ,vas a restive. 
garron, and, as he hnd no spurs, there was an 
C'nd to all his hopes of making J1is beast mow•, 
when Richard happened to he pas:-,ing. " I 
say," says the farmer, " can yon mend thi:-; 
,vhip d'yc think?''-" I'll try, Sir, if you 
vlcrn~<",'' answered the lioy; ancl so well and 
Jiandily did he do it, that the farmcrtook a I ik i ng 
to him, and more tban once lw,l an opportunity 
of doing him some scr.vie<' in the way of ad\'icc, 
when he was about buying or selling at a 
fair. 

From wlrnt 1rns been saiL1, the reader, 
donbtlcss, has heen able to perceive that Mr. 
Alford's kindness was not thrown nwny on H.i­
clwrd. He had acqnircd all the scho.ol lea.m­
in~ that was requisite for his situation in life • 
llc was not indeed a great scl10lar, as has been 
mentioned, l:ui he knew 0no11~h to make hirn 
tukr pleasure in reading little Look::; on natural 

I) 5 
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history; and also the travels which are pub-· 
lished in Dublin, and solcl so cheaply through 
the country. "They, at least, eontain no 
liarm," said l\Jr. Alford, " ancl in many of 
them I hmc met '";ith some usefol infoi·mn.­
tiou ;:• ancl never was Richard so happy as 
when the clay's ,vork was o\·er, and he conltl 
finJ half an hour to read the history of Tim 
Higgins, or the Cottage .Fire-Side. Richard 
also gained a very competent kno,vkdge, not 
only of gardening, as far as regarded tho rear­
ing of vegetables, but also uf farming; and, by 
l1is chcerfol disposition, his obliging manners, 
his straight-forward, nnd unsv,erving attach­
ment to trnth, had conciliated the affectionate 
regard of c,·cry one around him. It will not 
seem snrprising, therefore, that Mr. Alford's 
kind feelings towards him should bavc increase(l 
hy this ~miform good conduct. Hic:hn.rd had 
been now with him fo11r years, \\·hen he was 
})laced nnclcr I\Jr. Loft, the steward, according 
to Mr. Alfor<1's first intention; and, as an ad­
ditional encouragement to him, he was to re­
ceive 4 gnineas yearly, besides being dieted 
with Mr. Loft, as one of his own family, "Yon 
arc not strong cnongh yet for a man's labour," 
said l\lr. Alford, "b11t you can do me more 
service than by l10lding the spade in yonr ovm 
liancls. Yon can supcrintencl my field labourers, 
~nd see done '"·haiHer I or my ste\\-ard judge 
necessary. The more you 1;ave of your wage5 

I. 
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the b~tter I sl~all be satisfied, for it will be u 
very n~cfol store to you, whenever you ta.ke a 
farm on yonr O\Vn account; and, fortunately, 
there is a savings bank in the neighbourhood~ 
where it will .not only be safe fr0111 accidents 
of every kind, bnt it \vill bear interest until 
you rcqnire to drn.w it out. I bcliern you are 
-au bonest arnl a good hoy, and I do sincerely 
11ope yo1i v,ill never gi,e me cause to change 
this good opi11ion I have of you." "Oh! Sir," 
interrupted Richard, " how sl.i:il l l ever be 
ahle to repay you all l owe yon?"' " B_v pnr­
slling th.c .same line of cot1duct, Riclmrd," re­
plied l\Ir. Alford, ,: wliich has hitherto met my 
approbation. Keep your eye fixrd, my goocl 
lad : keep yonr heart warm by a constant 
p0rnsal of the Scriptnres, ,,:lticli arc able to 
make yon ,,vise nnto :o;alvation, through faith, 
,,·hicb is in Christ J esns. . Be humble, be 
contented to bear \Vorl<lly c:~jss0s and vexations, 
providell you barn the approbation of con;.;ci­
ence. Thi;; will give me more plcnc;me tha-n 
any otlwr retnrn you couid make me." 

·rn a few clays hichanl ,vas sett1(>.<l. with l\Ir. 
_Loft, the ~te,,-·arcl: For the next s0ven year:;, 
his story affords !\othing remarkable, or de-
1serYing of particular mention. Each year, as 
it passed over his head, saw hirn improviug 
in the kno\Yktlge of his bu,sinc1-~, and, we would 
trn;t, imi'rovi11g also. in mattcrc; of higher roo 0 

ment. .His health ~'l'as good, his constitvtion 
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•lro11g, his frame rolrnst; and, t11011gh lie w11<11 

~till a favourite with his rnnstN, there wa8 not 
a farm servant on tbe wtole estate more hum­
hle. In tbe course of a few v0ars there was 
110 operatio!} in husbandry wl·;ich he was not 
as competent to direct as either Mr. Alford or 
his steward. If he went to a fair, for the pur­
po!le of purchasing or selling cattle, his business 
finished, he returned at once. 1T e never fre­
quented wakes or patterns, or such disorderly 
place~, having more than once had occasion to 
remnrk the mischief thev do to those who resort 
to them, drawing men in'to riots, and givingthcm 
a fondness for spirituom1 liquors. His money 
nlso had grown, in the savings bank, something 
like a potato under ground ; so that at the end 
of Heven years be had no less than twenty 
pounds at his disposal, even though hr gav<~ Jii~ 
father and mother a present, to tile value of 11. 

one pound note, every Miebaelnrn.s day, and 
clothed himself, in a plain l ut dece!'lt mannPr. 
This wac:; a large suru for ~o young a man to 
11crape together; but he could not have done RO 
much, in the way of saving, baJ not l\tr. Al­
ford allowed him, now and then, to lrny a cow, 
or a few head of sb0<'p, n.nd to tnrn thPm iuto 
his grazing fields to fatt en. In this way, Jw 
lmd bee11 able to add to his board; and inJceJ, 
what is said of ,J oseph in boly ~criptnrf', rnig!)t 
ho declared trn e co11eerning him, ·· 'l'b e Lord 
wa~ wiLb him, an J t.l1 ut wl1id1 li e Jid; t.lrn 
L rml 111ade it Lu 1iru~1icr.' ' 
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Under Providence, bowcvcr, Riclrnrd wa~ in• 
<lcbted to Mr. A 1ford for n.11 be knc~·, as well 
rn, for his ~ood liauits. This gentleman savv 
the vices which opposed the imprornment of 
tile labouring cln..'-ses of bi;; conntrymen. Ile 
knew, nnd gave tliem credit for much natural 
kindnc5s of disposition townrds those of their 
superior!! whom they esteemed their friends, 
and therefore, under thP, fn11 conviction) that if 
he could wean them from those habits, they 
would become, not only better men nnd more 
indnstrious labourers, but also improve their 
own comforts. He thonght it might influence 
them moro thnn all his advice, to shew them 
one of their own class rising out of the abj0ct 
poverty in which the Jrish cottager too fre­
quently livc!'I, gaining for him-,elf, by industry 
nml prndcnt forctho11ght. the esteem of all, aml 
tidvancing to the rank of a substantial farmer.* 
His ohjoct., tlwrcforc> was two-fold, to reward 
Richard for his good condnct, rnd to make him 
nn example to others of saccessful indnstry. 

• T,;1·0 striking e:rnmplc~ of the rev.nrd ~hlch, nnder the 
Pncourn~ement of a kind nnd obserrnnl lnrnllord, uttemls on 
inrln•try nnd p;ood comlnct, arr ~iven in the report of the 
~ecretFtry to the Farming Socit>1y, npon th!" A~ricultuml 
School of Bnnno"·, in the Connty of Wexford: -One man 
who hntl been 11. common labourer, farm5 30 acres, for 
which he pnys three pound~ nn ucre, 11ml tl:011g-h the rent 
mRy uppear high, he not only pnys punctually but he is 
en•ry ) ear pro.0 perinl{ more an<l more. A nolher, who pays 
filly ,..h1ll:11 ~" n11 ane rent, for :1, acre~, ha,; nctually 
h.id~t>d one hundred puuuJ,, iu lhc Saving~ Bauk \\ithin Ula 
k,t four )Car : 
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Keeping this eon~tn.ntly in m111il) he Jo~t no 
opportnnity of communicating to Richard that 
practical kuo,v1erl~e which was to gnirle him, 
when he should aften,Yards be cultivating a 
spot of gronncl on his own aceount; and fre­
quently would lie send him to those parts of the 
farm \\ licrc any n~cfol operntion ,vas going on, 
or else take him with }1im vd1en walking 
amongst his ten an ts, in order that he might sec 
\vhat was to be imitated, as vvcli as avoided. 
It Yvas on one of thes<' occasions) wliil0 direct­
ing tbut a qmrntit,r of mannre shonld be pre­
pared for a tract of common, ,,Thich he was 
abont to bring into cnltirn.tion, i hat he gave 
Richanl the follo,Yi,1g hints and dir~ction~, 
which he called tlic Golden Rules of the 
Farmer: 

"J{eep .11nur land dry, 
" I{ecp it elem,, 
" .Keep it rich." 

The first includes the necessity of t1raininr;, 
wh0re the soil js of a retentirc quality, or snb­
ject to under-water. 

The se.cond relates to the good cnltirntion 
of the soil, and its freedom from weeds. 

The t11ircl inc1ndes tl1c po,,·cr of the land to 
bear continnal crops. liy keeping it in strength, 
and preventing its l)Cin1a; exhausted and impo­
verished. 

Poor Janel may he thus made productive .. and 
l)roduce very good land} 
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l1ct not th€ farmer, iltcrnforc, grnrnble nt tlw 
scarcity of crops, and always accuse the soil or 

t1rn vrnathcr; his being repaid lies, most gene• 

rall _v, \Vithin his own power, an<l only req1tires 
s11flicicnt e.·ertions.'' " Sir," saill Richard, 

" I ha\'c bcanl of some lands in the coun­

ties of Tipperary and Limerick, which scarc<'ly 

ever requirn manurin~, lint will bear year aftr.r 

J'Car.'' "Such as these.'' answered 1\Ir. Al­

ford, aro not to be liroug;ht as instances to tbe 

depreciation of other lands. lf the farmer pos­

scssNl such, he mnst pay rent accordingly for 

them. 1 speak of the ordinar)T lun,l whicb is 

abont us; aml of th'.s I say. if 1wglccted, it 

will not long repay or indemnify the farmer for 

any rent, however low. XO\\', it is the farm­

c/.., fan lt alone, when the laml is suffered to 

continne in this slate, nml those .arc a.lone to 

blame who wilfully remain ignorant, or obsti­

nately despise the aboYc simple maxims." 
T be following <lay Mr. A !ford sent for Ri­

chanl to his house, and grwc him the follo\viug. 

to copy: "1rnt recollect," addctl lie, " I do 

not mean that yo11 shonld rest satisfied with 

·writiug them ont fair, or even imprinting them 

on your memory. 'l'hcre is on my estate, dif­

ferent qualities oflam1, good and ba<l. and my 
wish is, that yon should mention it to me, 

whenever yon think that tho aplication of thc:;e 

rnlcs will either improve or reclaim the soil.'' 

-\Vhat he transcribetl wr,s as follows: 



no 
t< \Ybat i!Z called liaJ land, may, l,y nltcriilg 

n.1111 changing it-; quality and snbsUrnc<', be con­
'Vertcd into good. By th11s improving the soil, 
the couqcs of iii; lrnrrenncs~ will be removed. 

"\Yhcre it is too light or sandy, a stiffer clay, 
or else otlvn· strengthening suhstances, may be 
applied. '\VhN<:! it is too stiff, gravelly sub­
stances fire to be intro<hiced. 

'· \Yhcn it is foll of vegetable matter, as boggy, 
peaty. and mossy land, liming may correet 
it; or, if that should fail, paning and burning 
rnay be practised with great benefit; hut thi~ 
$honld he after draining, wliich is mostly re­
quisite at first; &nd draining may, even by it­
self, correct such a bud qnnlity, eiipccially if it 
l>e followed 1by a cont of lime. ,vhere lime­
stone gravel p1:cvo.ils it i~ better still. 

" Where th<'re nwy Le too little vcgdalilo 
matter, as in a loose gravc1ly or sanely soil, tLe 
deficiency i<; to be supplied by a manure of dung 
and composts. 

"In some soils, th<' fertilizing substances lie 
too low nnder the surfacc>; nnc.l sometimes the 
manure mav have snnk in too far below. J n 
such cases, ·o. deep plotJgh ing will restore t]ie 
richness to its needfol sitnation near the surface, 
for the immediate nonri.-;hrnent of tlie crops. 

" The perfection of a soil consists in its tr.xt­
me and composition. It should be sufficiently 
loose to admit 1hc warmth of the sun, and tlic 
Lcncfit:ial effects of the air. H 51Jould be line, 
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n.nll clofe Pnon~h to uef0nd the roof., of all tlw 
crop8. lt should be sufficiently i;tiff in its bot­
ton1 to preserve enough of the moisture, and the 
pnrticles of the manure. 

" It sho11ld have a d 11e proportion of sand to 
clnv, and should also have a sufficient warmth 
of q1.1ality to promote vegetation. 

"In 1hc improvement of boggy land, tlie 
object is to increase the earthy mattrr. 

" 1st. The water must he drained from 
1rnrl0r the surface; immediately after which 
draining, grasses will grow well. 

In arable culture, earthy matter must then 
he adrled. This is to be obtnine<l from clay, 
marl, lime, and lime ~tone grnvel ; and in tl;jg 
manner, bogs may be gradually changed to a 
permanently good soil. 

\Ve now, however, come to a very import­
ant change in Richard's affairs. He had been 
with 11 r. Alford under his gardener, and em­
ployed on the farm for eleven years and a half, 
when J amcs Brennan, a very independent 
farmer, who tenanted 0ighty acres of land, 
m0t bis dl•alh in tl1e following manner :-II c 
had been one/'! in<luslrious and hon0st; one 
great fuilin~. however, bron~ht him to min. 
lle was used to stop in the fic•lds over:a;ecing his 
men ; b11t. d11ring the cold damp weather he 
always Lho11!!11t it ncc0~,.;un·, on rnturnino· into . ._, . ::, 
the house, to <lcf<'nd hirnsulf against cold hy 
faking a dram of wlfrd-.(•y. In tbi~ be \YU>ii 



:mi:staknn, as nmny a one who drive!! the pnhlie 
coaches, could have told him. 1'he~e men aro 
11ecessarily exposed to all weathers; and though 
some drunkards arc to be fonnd amongst them, 
the sober will all say, that though mw spirits 
,vanu the stomach for the moment, they take 
away the ::i.ppetitc and destroy the health, and. 
that a warm drink of ale or grnel, is, in all re­
spects, better. But there is another rrason for 
guarding ago.inst the practice of drinking; 
"vhat at first was taken as a conlial, became 
afterwards a necessary of life. And no\\- no 
day passed withont J amcs Brennan taking a 

dram in the morning, as ho said, to \.Yarm 
his stomach and. steady his hand; again, .if he 
met an acquaintance in the day, they could not 
part, he used to say, ,Yithout a friendly glass; 
and, at last, it ended with his resorting, night 
after night, to the village pub~ic home, where 
he met three or four of bis cronies, who selrlom 
separated till near midnight, This went on 
for some timr. His poor wife at first \Yept to 
see him so changed, she then reasoned., aftcr­
"·ards remonstrated. bnt all to no purpose. 
fif' grc\Y L1nkind and ill tempered. the never­
failing consequence of sclf-di,.;satisfaction, DIJ(l 

t!rn-.; mnde, even his o\·vn ha<l cond11ct, an ex· 
cu~c for later hour~. O!'tcn bad his faithful 
hlaek mare Lron!l:ht him safely i.10111 0 in tlw 
<lc!.rkest 11ights. }3nl, at length: sorrow canw; 
h ~ li.1cl left the room, and ret!lrnetl to take n 
parting glas!;, and the people all saw him 
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mounting in t11e yarJ, and cautioned him thnt 
he had better have a man home with hiu:i ; bnt 
he was in a state of intoxication, ancl drnnkards 
are generally obstinate, be tl1crefore refused 
all assistance; tbis was his destruction. In 
an hom after, bis black mar 3 reached home 
·without a rider, and it is easy to picture his 
·wife's feelings as she came to the door to assist 
him in dismounting. After a search, they 
fonncl him on the road side, with a deep cut on 
his temple and expiring; he had evidently 
fallen from his beast in a fit of apoplexy ; one 
leg had got entanglecl in the stirrup, which 
frightened the mare and made her plunge to 
get free. Tliis accounted for tbe wonncl in his 
head, bnt it gn.rn but 1ittle consolation to his 
poor wife and ei~?:11t children, that his death 
was not caused by violence . 

. l\Ir. Alford had ridden over, the day after the 
nnfortnnate man's funeral, to sec ho,.;. he couhl 
assist her; she spoke of giving up the farm, for 
she would never, she said, be able for such a 
rent, and. thon~h she understootl the dairy, she 
thou~ht herself quite incompetent to nnc1ertake 
the ot.her parts of farmin~. "Y 011 shall do no 
snd1 tbing: (said .\L-. Alford) yonr interest in 
i.t is too \·al11ahle to be given up in tbat way, lmt 
as you do not 1tnJ.er~tantl it. yon will find your 
tim0 mnst profitabl:,- occ'lpiccl hy yo1u dairy, 
which you :,;;1:- you call man,,gc. I will ~encl 
yon a ~tew~ml. who nncl0rstands a good deal of 
farming, aucl bosidc~ has n good character to 
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t,oBt; he is but twenty, lmt 110 lrns tho i:;tcad: .. 
r-tess of nn old man, and l think you will havo 
no occasion to repent the hour· you ad mittetl 
him into yonr family; he shall always hav0 mv 
advice, a~d what is· more, thongb ·1 shall (';_~ 
pect every succeeding half-year's rent, to be 
paid with punctnality, (for I count Mm the 
b8st landlord who is ihe most exact.) I shall 
g:,·c you a _year to pi:i.y the sum now due." 

This was a genrrous offer, and yet it required 
a good deal of persnasion from Mr. Alford to 
induce tl1e widow to keep the :"arm in her own 
ha,nds, for the sudden death of her poor Jrns­
hand, threw her so completely on herself, that 
:-he magnified every nifli.culty, nnd indeed, she 
rather yielded out of respect and gratitude for 
l1er landlord, than from any expectation that 
his plan would succeed. How could she be 
out in the fields early and late, to see every 
thing going on, at the right time, and in a proper 
manner ? How could she hope that lier la­
homers would work, unless a watchful eye nnd 
~kilfnl band '"Tas over t.li<'m? and again, what 
110pe could she <>ntertain that 0110 so young, as 
tho hoy recommended to 1H'r by l\lr. Alford, 
11honld 110 abl0 to snpply the pluec of him tbnt 
was goner There wns, hower0r, one part of 
]1er character wbich hac not y01 befn mentio11ed, 
which g;a\'e lier eonra~0 [1111i°rl st all her d0:;:pond­
cncc~; slw wns µ:ri0v0d nt tl1e snddC'n calamity 
t\'liich had dcnriv0d her of a 1111,-hand, and her 
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she never witlidre\.v her trust from Him, wlio 
has promisetl to be a hn"band to the ·widow and 
u. father to the fatherless; and at length, aftl'r 
serious deli\rnration, slJC lmmLly but firmly 
resolrnd that no exertion on her part should be 
wanting, to girn effect to the plan so kindly 
marked out for her. 

It did not take long to transfer Richard to 
1\1 rs. Brennan, the distance vvas only three 
miles across the country, and it was not like 
quitting a place altogether, for he might hope 
to sec his old fricnJs and acquaintances as often 
as before; still therP was something in it which 
caused much anxious reflection in his mind, as 
he preparctl to quit his old friends the gardener 
aml the steward, and his kind benefal!tor 1\1 r . 
..-\lforJ. To these three pCl-sons he was, 11nJ.0r 
Pro\'idencc, indeuteJ for <'very thing he en­
joyeJ. ; of their friendsl1ip lie was sure, b11t lie 
wa..-;; now going amongst strang<'rs, who woulc! 
make no allowance for bis fa11lt.s; he was about. 
to take upon hirnsl'lf a r,>spon.~iule charge, for 
l1e kne\V that on hi exertions dcpendeLl the 
support of a widow autl eight children. llG 
·was to be at once a serrn.nt to his new mistress 
and a. ma ter to others. l t \\·ill not be Jcemell 
surprising, therefore, that he rnat1e his little 
JHcparaLions for his <lcpa.rturo witl1 ratlicr a 
1H·a,y l1cart; sn(;b tl10ug;lits will eruss th<~ rniml 
of almost every reflecting pcr:-on about to em­
lw.rk in some plan, th<' iss1w of whid1 i~ 
uncertain,. lmt if th<'y \Yill imitate Hidw.r<.l} 



they mny at loast go on with confidence. Tlic 
!'lame night that lie made np l1is little pan::el: 
lHi prayed wit.t.1 fcneut carnesLnr~s to Goll, 
tlw.t he would guide him to wlrnt wns good, 
und bless his endeurnnrs for the interest 0£ his 
11ew employer, aud ihnt he might not be too 
much liftl'd np with i1is 1H.'W stu.tiou, but conduet 
]iimself kindly, faithfully, and aifoctior.ately 
to his follow crr,at11rcs. llo tl1en read Lis 
cilaptrr iu the BiLlc, and found particular 
s:1tisfaction from the following pas~age in 
J l Chronicles, xxYi. 5: "As long a~ he (Uzziah) 
sonbht the Lord, God made him to prosper."­
Aud with a mithl thus fortified. and snirits en-, J. 

conragod, ho iay llo·,rn to slerp. 
'l'hc next morning, hi:; purtini ,Yith l\Ir. 

Alford was affectionate and simple; lie canw, 
}JO said, to thank his kiml master, hi.., be.st 
frieni.l, for a1l the gooduc"5s he liad lavished on 
him. Ile had intended to say a great dc:tl 
hbo11t his care and b11d1w~.;;, ;n,d 1,i:,;; 110\ er 
forgetting all tbat he O\\'<'cl }iim, lmt his lrnart 
was foll, and many know H.1c1t it is not at i:neh 
a moment a man is able to ::-a\' all he wi:::hcs. 
On the part of l\Ir. ..:' ifonl 1.t.il was I2indne.~~ 
rni"\ed up with friendly :.atvice. "I fed asrnretl 
that you hm·e no present intci,tion, Hiclrnnl, 
to do discredit to rnv roe()li1!1Wndatiun, l,y any 
misconduct, but rel;ollcct how mul'h i1;~lirw'..l 
we arc to evil, and lrn wa.tclif11l °' "l' yourself. 
ns well as mistrustful 0.f your str0ngtb.' I hare 
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r• endea,rourell to do my duty towards yot1, to 
~\ make yoa nn honest man, aml teach yon to 

1_ i fear God, but nothing, as I conceive, that I 
lH:ne ever done for yon, can keep you steady to 

. your duty unless you look for God's assistance. 
You have your Bible, read it daily, and let its 

, lessons he imprintell on your heart : be always 
, , 'industrious, honest, sz'ngte-minded, ant!. con­
. · tented, and H'member that to hear you are so, 
l ,i· will give me more pleasure than I can mention. ' 

T,liey that seek the Lord shall not want any 
good thing, says the scriptures, anLl I trust yon 
will experience the fulfilment of the promise." . --,, It \Vas on the evening of this day, that Rich-

,. ard went over to his new residence, af1er a 
·:. , kind and affectionate fare-i;vel to all his ac­

qnai n+ances at l\lr. Alford's. In a short time he 
' reaclied tlie farm, where indeed lie hacl been 

often bofore, though he then little thought he_ 
was ever to feel such an interest in its manage­

: u,- ment. It was nnder a lofty hill, well sheltered 
from the winds, and h'a.ving a small riv~r 

' rnnning through its center; the house was a 
little off the road, and as "-cl] as Llic offices 
appeared neglcctecl, but he was \'velcomcd with 

, great cordiality by tbe v,idov,·; slie told hiw, 
,. 

1
' that she would give up every thing to his earn 

t J and management, and therefore, he was to do 
: , exactly as if he was aeting for himselt: 

"Yon arc yo:rng, (said she:) but that only 
-~1[. entitles yoa to all lllY carr, tlmt yon may Gml 
I~ 1e 
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the place comfortable, for i\lr. Alford's mention 
of you lias left me no apprehension, that 
because you arc youthful you are less qualified 
for the charge." She tlien took him over tho 
farm, and the few offices tliat WP.re in the farm­
yard, every thing remin<ling ber of her de­
ceased husband, and no doubt, calling to her 
recollection how much his mournful end had 
been accelerated by his uJJhappy propensity for 
drinking; indeed there were many traces of 
rieglect on every side. Herc tlie fence bad 
some great gaps in it, whid1 enabled the cattle 
to stray frorn one field to another; there, n 
fine spot of ground was overrun with thi. tlcs 
and other weeds; in another place, for want of 
a drain, tlie groun<l. had become quite marshy, 
as a quantity of sour grass growing there 
sufficiently indicated, and the roof of the barn 
had fallen in in several pL.1.c0s, for want of d11e 
attention to the thatch. \Yitll an attentive 
C.) e he observed e\-ery tliing, and no longer 
wou<lere<l that the widow should have had 
thoughts of resigning the farm, it being a great 
difficulty, as he thought, that any thing c.:ould 
be made out of a place so conducted. "These 
must be repaired, l\la'am, (said he,) in the 
first instance, a nd i\lr. _\.Hord bicl m e' say, that 
any e:spcnsc that was reqnisitc, he wonld lend 
y ou money to defray, it being, as lie said, h_is 
intention, in all rn:--pects, to consider you rn 
the light of a nc,Y tcnant1 who ought to receive-
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every Lhing in a state of repair from his land­
lord." " God bless him, (saitl tlrn widow.). 
how happy are we and how thankful should 
,ve bP, to have snch a man ·with us to help the 
honest and industrious." Richard then walked 
to the turf bog, where he saw what still more 
cominced him that he would have much to 
alter. It was cut irregularly and in patches, 
ancl he found a large quantity lying just in the 
place where it had been piled several weeks 
before, exposed to the weather, instead of 
being drawn home as soon as dry; but it is 
ne9dless to enumerate all the mismanagement 
·wl1ich he saw it was necessary to correct, 
suffice it to say, when he returned home, and 
bad taken his supper, he did not lie down until 
he had asked that direction aml assistance 
·which should enahlo him to perform his duty. 
I am young, thought he, and many a one will 
be ready to blame me, as taking too much 
upon me; and others will be unwilling to take 
directions from siich a youngster, but what of 
that: my youth is a fault I shall 1uend every 
day, and when they say I am wrong, I can al­
\vays plead, that it is th~. \\'UY l\Ir. A.lforcl 

, taught me; a.ncl as thex ~U respect h :m, and 
he is c.,ery where con:-itlerdd the lw.~t fo rm r ·n 
tlie country, I hope, in time, to gr.t 1) 'r ·L t.•1 
objections and prejudices, 

E~ll OF P.-\RT THE FlRS'l', 
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HISTORY 
OF 

RICI--IARD l\1AC READY, 
TII[o; 

FARMER LAD.· 

I~ a kw days Richard 1rncl rn::ulc l1irnsC'If 

acqn::dnlC'd wit1~ cvC'ry thinµ; tlia.t was wanting 

011 tbc farm, and set him~elf to his d11lv. ll is 

tirst care was, to rC'pn.ir the form-honsc"' thatch, 

and also the offices, which, for want of a lilllc 

a.HC'ntion at first, were in a rninons condition. 

lt is true this rnon0y 111ig;ht lW.\C been laid out 

with more profit on tile land, l,11t 1\Jr. A1fonl 

l1ad alway-, ta11~l1t ltirn, thnt lie:i1th i..; tlw first 

thing to be souglit, and that r11curnntism, fc\ N, 

and other disllrJers 1Hl' always lmking i11 dan1p 

cabins, w11cre the ruin comes do\.Yll tliro11gh tlte 

damaged thatch, or tltC' sharp ,, in<l -l,low:-. 

ihro11µ·h the broken pane~. .\ln1wy cannot 
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make 1H'n 1Jh. \Yh0rca<; health may make money, 
was Hieii,nd's wise maxim, and in the course 
0f Ii is lifo he had never occasion to change his 
0p11110n. 

lln.ving thus cnsnred, as far as \YD.s in his 
power, health the first of earth1y blessings, and 
l1is mistres1 s own exertion~ having aLtded to it 
the comfort of clean 1incss, Richard next turn eel 
his attention to the farm. Ile repaired all the 
fences, cleaned the ditches, bought a qua.ntity 
of manure with which he covered 10 .acres of 
ground, intending to set it apart for grazing his 
mistress's cows, drained another field of four 
acres, which for years used to be called tlrn 
nishy field, from its having been almost covered 
with mshrs, and. by Mr. Alford's advice, though 
some of the neighbours ridicu1ed it at first, he 
ftood<'d a sloping field which was intended for 
meadow, hy turning npon it a spring which 
n-;ed to supply the duck pond; but thNc were 
two other impron~mcnt!:-, the introduction of 
,vhich might be recommended to every farm, 
that is ind~1stry and hard labour, and to do him 
j,1c.iicc, ilie farm had all the udvo.ntn.gc of them 
hotl1. Ile knew ,·cry well that s11ccess 'Will not 
nlwny;; attend upon these quniities, but he also 
fdt, that \Yl1erc ibcy wcrr found, the rest might 
he k:l't io Providence. The Hrst yrar, to be 
snre, was rough enough, lint Mr. ·Alford was 
kitHI and eonsiderate, and not only lent Richard 
Hic impro,cd farming implements, which he 

}!_;2 
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had bought in Dublin for the use of his <leserv­
jng tenants, but accommodated bim with tbe 
best seeds for his different crops. In this way, 
therefore, he did as mneh for his mistress e.s 
could be expected ; b c paid the rent of the 
farm punctually : he had brought a good many 
acres of grouud into excellent heart; he had 
increased the farming stock by a cow and hvo 
strong working horses, and above all, he kept out 
of debt, the great bane of success in this world. 
Indeed he would ham made more of the farm, 
but part of the corn had been smitten by a 
blight, and so much rain had fa1len as made 
the late potatoes \Vet, but on the whole he had 
reason to b8 thankful-and he shewed that he 
was so. \YLen any of the neighbours therefore 
complained, that too much ruin wa::; spoiling 
their oats, Richard never failed tn remind them 
how good it ,Yas for the grass. If tbey feared 
that the wheat \Yould be indifferent, he was 
.sure the rye woulJ turn 011t ,vell ; and even 
when they hegan to fear that the grass would 
fail, Richard bad no donl,t but turnips would 
be plenty. \Yhoever or whatever v;as wrong, 
Providence lie was sure was in the right, a11Ll 
it argned but little gratittule to be ulwnys com­
JJlaining of the weather, as farmc1s too often 
are indinc<l. 

Richard' . wages was considered high for the 
place in \Yhicl1 he ]ired, ten gnineas a yC'ar, 
and bed and board as it is cnlled, but ho was 

• I 
C 

•·r 

,\~ 
t 
w· 
Jf 

' lj~ I 

R~ :. 
f.P Ii] 
1rq, 
~ l 
- -1~ 

L -
} . 

l,::,f 
( ... 

I~, 

l,1\'a 
I 

·'rti 
' ,r_h 

'l 
,. 

,. '. '•a 
t ' 

~,.i; r 

• r..,1 
lt;,

1
• 



73 

worth it and more ulso to Lis mistress, for never 
,fol he spnrc himself when her interests were to 
be att0nded to, and so careful as well as skilful 
was his management, that in less tllll.n three 
years, the farm was the subj0ct of remark to the 
·whole neighbourhood. During all this time, 
Richard went on practising tl}ose lessons which 
lie had rcce1ved from Mr. Alford, and uow and 
then r<'forring to his opinion whenev-cr he either 
heard or th011ght of any thing which seemed an 
improvement. 

For one less steady, ho,Yever, this would 
~ ]iavc proved a slipper,y time. II aving no ono 

to earn for lmt himself, he found himsC'lf at 
{ the encl of 0ach year possessed of more th.in 

}111 ·wanted for his clothes, for 110 never was 
:i observed to dress ahov" l1is condition., being 

ahvays both satisfied and thankful when his 
workin;; dress was free from holes, anJ. his 
J1olyday clothes were plain and substantial. Ilo 
could now a1so afford to give his parents o poun<l 
at Christmas and another at Easter towurJs 
their rent, and yet his first twelre montl1s ser-

'., vice saw him master of tlircc pounds, which lie 
had saved from his wages, in addition to his 
forrn0r 11oard of twenty pounds ; tbis he might 
havc~pcnt at tbe pnblic-house, and have thougl1t 
like many, that what he earned honestly, lie 
11ml a ri~ht to lay out a 110. liked, or that no 
one liatl a right to call him to aecount :,,o 1011g: 
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as he kept out of rlebt; lnit this was not Rich· 
ard's way of arguing. He was not snch a fool 
as to refuse a glass of ale, now 11ml then, lmt 
he steadily ·rcfnsed to lay out his money in an 
ale-house, or cwm to enter one. It is an easy­
tl1ing to get into a wrong way, and once npo;1 
it, it is a slippery down-liill road, an,l it leads 
to destruction of body nntl soul. His three 
pounds he laid up first in a Smiugs Bank, for 
it was there safe as in foe Bank of Ireland.­
Thieves couhl not get at tl1cm; c,,en if the 
house should take fire the Ballk nrnst make it 
good, and hesidcs, it bears inlcre~t, that is, 
for every twcn1.y·fhe shillings l0Llg0d in it, one 
shilling a year, or a penny a m011tl1 intf'rest is 
received upon it. After n time, however, he 
fou~tl a more profitable way of employing the 
~reater part of his sa,·ing<-. I1 is 111isLr<'ss saw 
his good management, and she was the more 
gratcfnl, from contrastir:;- it witl1 the si..1tc of her 
affairs in her bnsbanJ's Jifo time, she therefore 
told liim he might lay out Jiis money nt the 
next fair to the best' aclrnnta~c, n.nd \viwtever 
he bought there, he might pnt to grnze jn her 
fields till lrn cl10se to sell it. Ricb::1nl \\'US a 
modest man, always most gratdnl for any 
ki111lnC'ss, but Pvcr ren.ds to unclNratc his own 
sen ice~, lie therefore t1cc1ine><l her g0nP.rous 
olTcr, anrl it \'Vas not till after 111~1<:h mg"nt so­
Jic.ilation on her part. that 1,e would couse11t to 
rece-irc more ihBn the stipu1at0d wuge~; he 
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reminded her that his 16nc.l mn.st-er, Mr. Alford, 
had, for several years, allowed him the privi­
lege of rearing a couple of calves, or a few 
sheep on the farm, "by which means," said 
he, with the flush of honest gratitude on his 
countenance, " I have now above twenty 
pounds in the savings bank, and hope 
to add no 10ss than ten to it this next 
year; for, you know I bought a fine colt at the 
last l\Jichaelmas fair, which promises to turn 
ont well." " That, however," replied the 
widow, "is no reason why you should not let 
me do you the same kindness as Mr. Alford. 
So dra\v ont of foe bank the half of your twenty 
pound<;. and lay it out to the best advantage at 
the neighbouring fair. You arc an ho1wst young 
man. Richard, and deserre more than that at 
my lwnds. 

·llis scrnp1es tl1ns removed, lie laiL1 011t his 
ten ponmh, acconlin~ to his misire~s·s advice, 
in tlie purchase of sheep; and, so w011 did he 
manage those he Longht, that in a short time he 
ho.cl ten shillings upon_ the sale oi' each, cl0ar 
profit. 'I'liis may appear nmch, for a man 
)iYing so for a\vay from the capital ; but Rich­
anl had a secret which made his cattle always 
among tl1c fin,t sold. This was, instea(l of 
over driving the poor creatures, to carry tlwm 
to marL..et in one of i\Ir. AlCorJ.'s carts. in which 
a hurdle wns fi:x0.tl, and hy this means they en­
tered the foir-gronncl, frcsii and nntircJ. ~ 



\Yearn now lo speak of Riclrnrtl Mae Ready 
in anotlier light. tlinn as a farmer, ancl this ,,,e 
<in. in order that tbe rrader nrny pcrceire that 
lie \Vas not frrc from tl1o~e failings which arc 
c>ommon to lls n.11, and, that \Ylirn himself ove1 ta­
ken in n fault, he may, by Richard 's example, 
know how to avert tl1e conscq11enc0.s ,vbicli al­
wnys attend on irnprndrncc. It was aliout this 
time, when he had Leen three years \Yith tlie 
widow, that he felt a strong disposition to 
cbange his single for a married life; and, it 
must be acknowledged, jt wa<; a custom too 
prernlcnt amongst persons of his class, to hope 
that he should be superior to an error which is 
so universal amongst the poorer classes i11 I rc­
]and. It is true, he made it liis d11ty to consult 
l\1r. Alford; hut then it was more· to ask his 
opinion of the propriety of his entering upon a. 
married life, than to seek his approval of the 
person be had selected The fact was, he had 
suffered himself to be carried away bv his at­
tachment, hcforc he thought of caln;ly ;cflccting 
on tlie comcqucnce8; and, like many a one 
who has act0d wrong, lie studiously arnidccl 
broaching thesuliject to those who had ~oo<l sense 
c>nough to perceive his error, and infiuenco to 
dissuade him from it. Darby Kavanagh, a sub­
stantial farmer in th~ neighlJourbood of his mis­
tress, ]1ad three daughters, of the eldest of 
\Vhorn, 8ally, lie was extrcmrly fonrl; and, 
as report rni~l 1 the ol<l man intcnJc<l to give her 
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fifty pounds as a rnm,·iage portion, and to leave 
her mor~ a.t his death, she was courted by a 
great many young farmers. Perhaps it was 
the idea of being preforred amongst so many, 
vd1ieh at first inflnenced him. He thought, 
however, lie had a lasting affection for her, and 
took no pains to discover \vhether her temper 
and disposition were such as to deserve his 
choice, and he paid the pGnalty of his indis­
cretion. The ste1,,vanl and gardener of a 
neighbouring sqnirr, who was a rnirl<lle-aged 
man, of calculating habits, had lately settled 
near Darby Kavanagh·s house, and it soon 
occurred to him, tlrn.t Sally"s fortune would 
materially adrnnce his vvorldly interests. The 
girl hersPlf was vain, and this weakness he 
nourished liy several presents, in which he took 
care that ribbons of the gandiest colours shonld 
be fonncl in profnsion. \Yhen she could be in­
ilnenced hy such artfnl condnct, it ·will not be 
wondered ·_at that sbc ~ave tbe prefcronee to 
hi:n who promised to indulge her most. In a 
fo,v weeks after i\lr. o· Horke's arrival in the 
ncigli bomhootl, llicliard tho11ght her manner 
altered to bim, hut bis affection made him 
suppo e it impossible that she should change 
her mind, nJter the encouragern0nt she hncl 
given )Jim; ho\,·ever, an opportunity was not 
long wanting to open his ey0s. II c had 
wrdked ovN·, one fine evening, to his former 
sdiool master: who lin,d hard by Darby's 



cottng;c. ,-\-; l1r rn1crc,1 t11e house lie wa, mrt 
hy ,\Jr .. \llrn. wl10 achiscd l1im not to go i11. 
fllr that ~all,,· Kr.rnnngh "·n.s there, " an,l yon 

cannot b11t ]1,wc· lieonl that she is immediately 
to hr nrnrricd to i\1 r. ()" Horkc, the steward.''' 
" I hm·c hcarcl it," rcp!ied Ric1rnrd, " but f 
must know it from l10rs1,lf; for, did you know 
]10w often she has told me that nothing co111J 
make her false, you would be slow in believ· 
. . 11 I '' rng it as wr as . 

\Vhen Richard entrrN1 the room, he hclJ. 
out his hand to salute Sally, and~ with as 
much calmness as he could command, aske1l 

, lier how she did " 1 am very well, l\lr. Ri­
chard," said Sally, pntting on her cloak, "but 
nm sorry I cannot stop now, for :Mr. O'Rorkr is 
waiting for mo at the garden gate, and has 
1womised to walk home with nH'." " Sally." 
said Richard, "it is not long since yon would 
}ia,·c l1een in no hurry to ~o if I cntrrrd the room, 
:ind it is not l\I r. O' Rorke> yo11 would thrn }rn,·c 

wished to walk home ,,·itb ·you. l hope yon arc 
not chnngcn, Sally." " l do not kno'vv wl1at 
you mran, ~ir; hut I think.vou are chungccl, for 
y n1 sprak nnd ]nok ns if you were my lord arnl 

m 1,t,•r, which, 1 uss11rf" yo11, you ne•,·er will hC'.'
1 

"H 1 look a~ilatcd, ~ally, lidiPvc me, it proceeds 
from nm•ctinll, anci. lil'C~!ll--(' { tlio11ght. nn,l 
still tliink yon rC'1nrn n1) liking; for I c-an11ot 
r-11ppo'-<' tlrnt w}rnt th<' nei!!;lil,onr-; say jq tnl<'-'' 

" Mr. llichurd," saitl Sully with n scornful 
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tu;;:,; of hrr IH'n.1, " I do11't know what yor1 
nwan. lf I arn to rnu.1 ,·y i\Ir. 0' J{nrk0, I !101·JC I 
um not olili 6ed t,1 ask yU11r le:.ive wheu I ha\e 

6nt rny futlier's, so lut rne hear no lllorc of 
your uonscuse." Tl1is slie said, as slie passerl 
Ilicbanl and went out of the door. so that she 
did not sre the effect it prod11ccLl on him. At 
first he appeared like one that was going to 
fa.mt; his fat.:e grew pale, and he was oliligecl 
to lean against the wall, The struggle, h1Jw­
cver, was short, for in a few minntes his colour 
returned, and, after thanking l\lr. Allen for 
the kind concern he felt for him, he retnrne,l 
home, grie\,·ed indeed, lmt thankful that his 
eyes had been opened. to her real character he­
fure it was too late. Perhaps it may be ima­
gined he went the next Jay to Darby Kava­
nagh's, in the hope that ~ally's dctermi11atio.-1 
was not 1i.xed : hut though he Jiau. been weak, 
it1 placing his aITections upon one whose temper 
uncl disposition he had not stn<lied, good sense 
11ad now ret11 rned; the strngglc was a sore one, 
for passion . till contended with reason, bnt he 
courtc<l Sally no more; indeed a few days 
SC'l'\ctl to co,;\'inco him thoro1whly, for witl1in 

:::, . 
that time she was married io ~l r. O'Rorke, wlio 
soon after --ct olrto D11lilin, and, with the fifty 
ponnds \Yhit.:b lie hatl l'Ct:l'i\'ell as a nmrrio.g;o 
portion, srt np a 1111r--cry a:,J SL'C<1 sliop, \YIH're 
we shall lea, e him, t0 rcinr.1 to Hidw.r<l, wlw 
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now devot.@d himself with increased. ardour to 
bis mistress's interests. 

The liistory of such a man does not furnish 
many incidents; nor did we undertake to say 
more of him than conld be realized by every 
one in bis station. Industry, prudence, aud 
good conduct being the three great virtues liy 
which all may rise to respect, comfort, and in­
dependence: we shaH therefore proceed to men­
tion several of those improvements ,vhich he 
.had learned at 1\Ir . .--\.lfords's, and now rednced 
to practice on his mistress's farm; assuring the 
reader, that no one of them shdl be mentioned 
,vhicb was not often tried, and al ways success­
folly; and also, that they are practicable by 
every person, who, like Richard, has the ma­
nagement of a few acres. 

(n the first place, then, there was no rule 
which Richard attendcu. to more than the check­
ing of ,veeds. \Vith respect to them he used 
to say, that tllf'Y were tho means of robbing 
our crops of the nourishment which the earth 
inton<led for them. They grow up, aLw, with 
the grain of which our br0ad is made, and their 
s<>eds being ground ,vith it, r<111t1er it 11npabt­
ahle and unwholesome; when tlie_y raise np 
their heads, tbord'orc, we, (he added,) shoulcl 
hang down ours for shame. Ld the slug­
ganl allow his land to be ovcrrnn with those 
rnischievons plants, but let no man of good 
sense look on thern. with imliffenmce. Tho 
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J'ooting of them out was troublesome, and oven 
ex prn:-ivc; but then, both were amply made 
llp, by tlic h1crca.scd crop ho thas secured. 
There were also some ill-natured persons, who 
wcut .;;o far as to say, that it vvas not right to 
lead his mistress into so useless an expense·; 
hut Mr, Alford liad tauglit him to disregard 
~uch prcjndiced opinions. \Vhen that gcutlc~ 
man first settled clown upon his estate~ :rs he 
nftcrwanls told Richard, nnd had determined to 
introduce the mo~t improved rno<lcs of farming 
'vvbich were practiced. in Englaud and Scotland, 
he found many prejudices to contend v,ith. He 
was rngarclod by his nei~hl>ours, and others, as a 
r:1sh young man,. full of wil<l notions which ho 
had brought home with hin.1, and one whose the­
ories wcmld shortly involve him in embarrass­
ment. De Juul hro;ight with him, however, all 
the improved farn1inµ; implcment:i recommended 
by tlie forming society, -a11d an cxperienceJ. 
plouglrnw.n; and, disregarding all th,! gloomy 
nllticipaLions of the ,vi,1seacFes about liim, went 
upon the 1:ational plan, of bringrng his hmd into 
excellent concli,tion, and totally extirpating the 
weeds. 'fhc co1~scqnencc of this was soon 
pcrceivcLl; hi:s fields uccame more fClitilc ancl 
b0:1utifnl than those aro;}11d him; anu tliough 
this rnig-ht have been 1rndcrvaluccl by those who 
nscribcd it to his sparing no expense, anc.l caring 
liltlc for the incom0, still thero was one point 
\r L.icb could not be overlooked ; they foW11.! 
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that he was beeorning, not poorer, but ricLPr, 
adding occasionally lo his patrimony, whenever 
auy lnnrl. in bis neighbourhood was offered fe,r 
sale. From tltcnccforth l1is advice began to be 
sought for; and it sufiicicntly proves the esteem 
in whicl1 he was helJ, that liis farm servants, if 
well conducted and intelligent, were in tbe 
utrno5t rcqncst among the surroundiDg farmers; 
indeed we bare already seen what a cornforta­
uk situation Richard obtained through bis re­
commendation. 

\Yo shall now proceed to mention how 
Richard contri, ed to get tbe victor.y oYer these 
e11ernie~, recommending to e,·ery farmer, whe­
tl1er great or srnalJ, who would have a well 
st@ckl'd lw;garJ, to follo1,y Jiis c:xnmple '\Yhen 
tl1c Wh:·cis liappencd to be what are termed 
annnah~, springing from a seed, and dying 

.the samf' year, be found it suffic.:i<'nt to let them 
grow till near tbe time of ripening their seed, 
and tlwn to plough them down. He did not, 
Lowever, confine his attention io those ,,vhich 
grew in the fic]J, but was eqmtlly careful to 
dcslloy those wbich grew in lrnrdcr~, or ne­
~1 ectcrl corners, nnd w liich frequently scatter 
1 heir secJs to a great distuuce, such as that of 
tlw dandelion, thistle, alld ragv,-eecl. 
. It was a far more diiRcnlt procP1:s to destroy 

pc·n'nnial weed<.; this being acco1r1plishPd e!frc­
tua11y onlJ hy n moving the routs from the 
pound . • lle L lengili effcded it liowcrer by 
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fo,qnent ploughing a.ml ktrro,Ying, to rencli!r 
the ground as tender as pos,;iblC', and to bring 
the root1; to tbe smfacc . Hiclw.rd often em­
ployed two or three children to follow the 
plo11gh, and pick up every root as fast as 
it was tnrned un, anrl when collected, be 

I 

used to deposit them in a. large heap, mix-
ing; them \Yith lime. in order that they might 
form compost for mannre. The weeds once 
extirpatecl, Richard "'·us enabled to shew the 
fnl1 a<lvantagc of that impro\·ed syst0m of farm­
ing, which be bad seen prnrtisecl at 1\I r. Alford's. 
Of these, one particu1arly Jescrres mention, the 
more esperially. that the strnngcst pnj udiee 
e-xists agai11d it. ,d1ilst compefrnt judges re­
commend it n.;.; descning of nnivcrsal n.doption. 
This was, the cultiration of \,·d1itc anJ green 
crops in snccc.'-sion; liy which, fallowing tlie 
land, aceorcling to tl1c oh!. c11,:,to:n, was no 
no lo:1g;cr essl~ntiu.lly necessary. For a Ion~ 
time, as 0very Oi~e 1, nows, it \Y:l.S suppo,;CLl 
that tlwrc w~s some rc . .:ernbln.nce IJctween the 
ground \';e till, mHl the human body, which 
must recruit its strength, by repos<>, ter very 
great fatigue. Under this mi"taken idea, it was 
ofieu the custom, after grazing a fiC'l11, to tnrn 
jt np with the p1ougl1 in spring, and then lcnxc 
it in moulll during the summC'r iuon~1s, r0pcat­
ing the ploughing occasionally, for the pnrposo 
of cratlicating all noxious weetls, and then, 
to\vard"i antumn, sowing it with wLeat. Ju 



this way, ho\,·0vcr, a crop W3'< manifustly lo1tt; 

and, altl1011gh it cNtainly improves the wheat 

erop, tl1c i1uprorcment liy no means compen­

sated fur the actual loss. 1 t may seem strango 
to those who have been always used. to the old 

method of fallowing, to say, that changing the 

crops produces equal n~st to the land.; but let 

any one who farms a few acres, set apart a 
s,uall spot for tnal, and he will sec the advan­

tage of following Rielw.rJ's example, with an 

as:,;urancc, at the sanrn time, that he cannot 

Jose much, even if the experiment fails. llis. 

11!0(;e of procee,ling was as follows:-
Having r<'servcJ a small spot of ground, antl 

soweJ iL witli a few pints of rup0 seed, nt 
different ti111cs. from ,June to ~\.ugnst, he had ~l. 

succcssio11 of plant:; to remove iuto some of l1is 
early and late potato ground .' This rape, wl1ich 
he transplanted i!1 <lrills on bis potato ritlgl'~, 

prod11ccd a good crop, unJ. wn.s consume:tl by 
the farming stock, ( which was now increa.se1l,) 
in time to have the gronnd ready for spring 

corn or 11otatoe'<, tlrns giving to the ground 
three crops, when only two, at most, wunhl 

otherwise have ueen proLlucocl in the same space 

of time. 
J n some of the ground, after cligging his 

earliest pob1toes, that is, not later than J11ly, 
]1c sowcJ a small qua.ntity of turnips; an<l 

this crop, likewise, left tho ground in gooJ. con­

dition for spring eorn, or vetches. 
F2 
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Rid.rnrCT h::.<1 sown a little Sv-C'cli-.:h tmnips in 

J nnc, hn.ving forced ~orne potatoes for tli<' C'arly 

market, when thC'y bring u goo<l price. These 

tnrnips wero of considerable tt~e to hi'! cat.Lie. 

Being cleared off early in N ovemher, the gronnJ. 

was then sown vvith wintN Yetcbes; they 

likewise proved most serviceah1e to liis forming 

stoek, in summer and antnrnn, leaving tho 

grouml much enriched; a little oat:,;, or bec.rd<'ll 

wheat. was sprinkl<'d with them, to vrevcnt 

their lodging, and afforJ. additional green foo1l 
for tho horses and cows. On this ground, wbc'n 

cleared, he produced a crop of rape for the 

following spring. Ilad he been on a large 
scnle, he ought to have sown the ground with 

wheat after the vetches, or else have employed 

it for u crop of bero. 
"By this P-arly mode of cn1tivating potatoeR," 

saltl Ricl1ard to a friend whom he was advising 

to adopt the same course, " I get a good price 

for the early potatoes which 1 nm enahled to 

send to market, for tlie rich, in.June. 1\Iy 
main crops come in so early os to prove mo~t 

useful to my mistress's family; n.nd, htning tl1C' 

ground clcn.rod betimes, o.nd the crops pittcJ. 

i-ocurely before the frost~ of winter set in, the 

lnnd i~. avaHo.hlC' for nll tlH' purpO~{'c; al reH.dy 

mC'ntioncd; ntldc1l to whieh, t[1e rnhlwgC's ancl 

hrocoli, the flat Dutch m1tl drum-head. which 

I raised on some ,of the c::nly potato g;r;rnud, j,._ 

\'ery prolltu.blc, uml help'{ to :,Ure uur ln.1.y auu. 
l•' -;j 



pofat00s, by tlrnir nhlrnJ.£l.ilt leaves ru1tl frnit, 
afif.'r giving an ample supply of tbg large hoar~, 
for fin.le, in tlrn ncighu0uri1Jg town. 

Richard was also well a•.vare of tbe rnlu.c 
of all waste leaves, and stalks of his garden, 
and grc<"n field crops, for his pi:;s; and like­
wise of the importance of increa..-:io~ tbe stock 
of mannre by the liLtrr drav,'n from the pigs, 
nnd collected from weerli1;g tlrn ground. Thus 
his swine. whil0 prevented from straying, a 
nuisance to the roa.ds and to the neighbourhood, 
were not only growing and fattening much bet­
ter, but also contributing to increase his means 
of enricliing the land for the next season. 

He had not at first tlw means of cultirating 
onions on a large scale; but as manure in~ 
crea~e<l to him, he brgan to turn his attention 
to the extraordinary profits to be derived from · 
them. He bought a fow hunclreds of young 
onion~, of the white ~panish kind. carefully 
pullcx:1, and, before planting them, Jippcd each 
root in a mixture of one qnart of s00t and threo 
quarts of good garden earth, "'·ell moi~tcnc<l. 
with water till it ·had become of the same con­
sistency with paint; tlic qna11tity might be more 
or Jess, as rcquiretl, but the proportion i:-; always 
one part soot and three 11art~ 0arth. Ile then 
planted the onions fi\·e inches apart. from each 
oth~r, taki11g particular l'are to watr.r them 
twice a day. ·when the snn ''-'M hot on the I.Jed. 
?-.To mora troublo then was neces,1:1ry, except 
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to hoc thcut frequently, m orJer to keep the 

roots ,rncler ioil. 
\Y c must now speak of Ri.ehard.'s care, how-

ever, in the farm yard as \Vell as in the field. 

Flourishing crop:; are the rich rcwanl of the 

-prudent and industrious former; but there are 

many branche!i to which he must direct his at­

ten tCon, aml the prudent management of wfaich 

not only helps him to make up his rent for the 

la.ndlor<l, but gives employment to the female 

members of a family. vVe have 1.aid that Ri­

chard's mistress understood the management of 

a dairy, and also that Richard laid out ton 

acres for grazing the cow:i. This was sufficient 

for a larger stock than l\'l rs. Brennan had at 

first; but, at the end of the second year, she 

had been enabled to purchase foree in addition 

to the same number which her h11sband had 

left her; and in the mean time, until able to 

posses, tho full number, she took in the re­

mainder to graze at so much a. week. In this 

manner they went on, making about four poundq 

by each in the yeJl..r, after all e:xpensei; salt­

ing the butter, which, through Mr. Alford's 

kindness, they had an opportunity of sending 

to Dublin, when bis cars went for groceries, 

and selling the buttermilk to the country people 

round, who, according to the custom of the 

neighbourhood, came to tho house for it. 

!\° or let it be supposed, that thia profitable 

manag~mont of the dairy may not b~ imitat.ed 



liy any prrson. who follows 11}(' <'Xnmplr 0f 
Richard's ind,~trr. Mr. Al ford hnd told liim 
of a cow, belongit;g to n gentlomun in Englnncl, 
whoso milk und butter, togf'Lher with 1ho 
manure of her liitor, protlnee<l a cll1 ar profit, 
in less th:.:.n a year of £ ~11 .:3:-. 11 d. fur wl1id1 
J10r owner lwd° obtained the silver nwdal from 
the Board of Agric11l~nrc. in London. J\J rs. 
Brennan ·s cows \\~ere grazed and irN1.t,,d in the 
11sual way, so that, considering the low price 
which milk and butter bore in lier nriglihour­
hootl, the profit we have mentioned WcL'l H•ry 
great. 1\Ir. Alford's plan, however, was dif1i•r­
ent from this, and, in time, Richard not only 
ndopted it for his mistress's b<1nefit., b11t recom­
mended it to tho adoption of sernral of his ac­
quaintances, as pccu] iurly fitted for the cottnger, 
who has but an acre of ground \,·ith hi"I cabin. 
\Ve know that in Trelund, to talk of a poor 
man, who bolus hut an acre, or less thun on 
acre of ground, keeping a cow for the U<;o of 
l1is family, mny !H'em nn exat;~eration; it i!-, 
therefore, useful to shew, that it i~ Nt.sy to pro­
\·ide food for tbo animal, and thut e,·cry man 
who is \.villing to tuk<' a.ch ice: may f:c•cu.rc for 
himf:elf and fnr hi-, family, lint.Ii profit nn,l 
]1on.Ithful nouri-, Ji111<1nt. Tlic liiston' nf' Hic:l1nnl 
l\1ac Ready, is in tlii-. r<'<;pect, no' fiction; the 
possibility of kec•ping a cow. upon ovc•n n <JIHll'­
tN of an ac~ of g:rounrl. hns hern, ov<'r u11tl 
over, prorecl; nud wh.v a110ulcl tlw voor 
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11isllc_lirvc it, merely bcelluse they have never 
trie<l it? 

It i~ true, thongh the produce of n cow will 
depend, in a great mcasnre, upon its foe<lin!.!;, 
yet every one knows, that all well fed cows wil L 
not yield an equal quantity of milk. A great 
deal, however depends, not only upon the 
feeding, hut also on the milking of a cow. A 
cow shoultl be milked clean, that is, not a drop 
s-hould be ]eft in the udder; for e};:pericnce 
proves, that the half pint that cJmes out last, 
has ten times as much cream in it as the half 

l1int that comes out first. "The udder is a 
~incl of milk-pan, in which tho cream i~ up-

1>ermost, and, of course, comes out lust, tbe 
drain being at the bottom." B11t bcsicles tl1is, 
when a cow is not milked c1eon, she will hy 
degrees, give less and lcl-s, and at length be­
come dry mm:h sooner tlian she ought. 

It has been already said, that a small spot 
of ground, will afford abundance of fooLl for a 
cow, the \Vbole year round. As some, how­
ever, will requird twice as much as others, the 
host cow for a poor man to proYido himself with, 
is a certain decription, of a small hrccd, which 
do not consume above seventy or eighty ponnc1s 
of good moist food, in the four and tw·enty hours, 
und forty roods of land, or a qnn.rtcr of an 
English acre, will readily :mffice for this sup­
ply, if properly 11Hlllagcu; hut it must be free 
of tree , clc c1 n. and in ~ouu. order. Such wa-; 
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tho spot of ground which Mr. Alford set apart, 
for the culture of tl1e food requisite for eac._.. 
cow, and he proceeded on the follo\ving plan. 
Early in the spring he had it dug deeply, 
or, what is better, he had it trenched, and 
in l\Iay it was laid in ridges, about two feet 
apart; the weeds, of conrse, soon appeared, 
but, before tLey got three inches high, be 
tllrned the ridges into the furrows, and buried 
all the weeds ; and continued to do this, occa­
sionally, as often as the weeds grew, until the 
micl<lle of August, ,vhcn the ground being 
ready, he put a small q11antity of manure into 
two roods of it, and sowed one half with early 
York cahbage seed, and the oth2r with sugar­
loaf cahba2:c, in little d'rills about eight inches 
npart, scattering the seed thin in the drill; and 
lie al 'vvoys con"'idcred, if the plan~ came up at 
two inches di~tance from each other, that he 
had plenty. This, it must h8 remembered, was 
the system be laid down for the mainte­
ncnc; of oue co\>.·; and h0 carrieJ on the same, 
hut more and more extensively, according to 
the number he bad to provide for. As soon as 
the plants became !-trong, another rood of 
ground was dug np antl manured, and ·1000 
of tJ10m were lined out in rows, at eight inches 
apart. If well taken care of, these will grow 
fast, an<l must again he transplanted. Four 
l"oods of the land having been now in use, 
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th9 rcmain.ing th.irLy-six must, Lefore N ovem-
"" l:1'cr, be ready to receive tho 4000 already 

mentioned, where they will stand the winter. 
The original bed, with the remainder ©f the 
vlants, he left undisturbed, and from it he bad 
the mean~ of replacing such of his transp1ant~d 
eahbagcs as perished by the weather, or we.re 
taken for use. In putting out the cab bagcs he 
always lined them out in alternate rows, of the 
early York and !lugar loaf, the former requir­
ing to be usecl first; and, therefore, by going 
on in this way, putting down a cabbage for 
every one he took up, in time he had hi~ nur­
sery, as he called it, cleared, really for rearing 
a second crop. This second crop was of Swe­
dish turnips, and by the time they were ready 
for putting out, there was a vacant space in every 
second row of the transplanting ground, where 
the York cabhagc8 had. stoocl. In the course 
of time, the sugar-loaf cabbages were likewi-;e 
consnmed, and then tbeir places n.1"o were oc­
cupied by the SwPLli3h tnrnips; and in order to 
Jo-,e no time between these two crops, he al­
ways bep;an to sow the turnip seed, in the first 
corner of Lis nuro:.rry ground that became va­
cant, and found that the two roocls of land, 
yielded him nearly 5000 plants, wliich were, 
in their turn, removed to the transplanting 
gronnd. ThesP tnrnips, when reared, from 
good Recd, and, properly managed, weighed 
jlbs. each ; so that sixteen of them would give 
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Bnlhs- o.f fooL1 ; an1l th0rcfor<', nt that rnt<', t11<' 
5000 woulJ gi'vo nenrly eno11~h for the whole 
year, if it wcro necessary. T!tc rabbngcs, how­
ever, he d1:signod shonl rl serve the cow for one 
lwlf of tho year, and tl1e turnips for the other; 
so tbat, so far from his little spot of ground not 
~iclding him a sufficiency, the poor mnn will 
irnd, that when properly turned to account, he 
may spnre himself a dish of good vegetables, 
oven for his own dinner, and sarn enough for 
1,ced aftrrwards. It is quite a rnistake to s11p­
pos<', that tho ahove-meutioned kinds of turnips 
and of cabhng0s, will give any nnplcasaut taste 
to tho milk and l utter. Th<'re is ir~d eed a, kind 
of cabl.rng0, called the co.ttle-cuhlJagc, wl1ich 
ne,er fail~ to have that e.ff1:ct; b11t e:x perienco 
pro\'cs, that the early York and sn~nr-lonf, 
11cver commtmicate the least tl:ivour to tlw milk. 
".,.ith respect to the turnips, 0v0ry thing dc-
1rnnds, both for th e quantity und q11al ity uf tbe 
crop, on the seed bcin1:; good; for wl1ich rea­
son, it is always ndvisal.Jle, that a farmer sl1011ltl 
san) his own s0ed. 

But Mac Rcndv ·was not 1rv ir0 nttcntivf' to 
the rraring of fo o~i for the cows, tlrnn to tl1e 
treatment of tlwm in the cow house, and oftc-n 
was ho call0d on to give u 1wr~h l>onr a ,vorcl of 
nthic0 on this : nLj cC't . CIPan lin t':-s, ~oy, hl' . is 
tl1 c fir st rnl 0 of l,e~,lth to P111 o;L• lvc's. ,wd wli_v 
sL01d d it 1, nt he• :-:r, al!'.o to our ca t tle: a <:ow·s 
shed, therefore) shonl d. be wd l s,v<·pt twice <.:. 

ii)• 
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<lo.y: the ,;heel like\\·i~e slion.lJ he well thafrclH'tl, 
aoJ. lmilt in o,c:; i;;heltQred a corner us can bo 
chosen ; for the cow that iH exposed to wet 
and col<l, will not yield so much milk as one 
that 1s kept warm ; the floor should be paved, 
and a broad trough or box, fitted up at the head 
of the cow for putting her food into, and this 
should be kept particu1arly clean, for a cow 
will not re1isb her food out of any vessel tlrnt 
is dirty. She should bo fed three times each 
day, ~t least; and the cabbc1ges should be cut 
off clo~c to the stump, with the dead leavO!'l 
picked off: and the turnips should he washed 
anrl well chopped with a spade before they are 
given to liN ; the latter will keep very well 
lor sev0ral months, if the right method is pur­
sued with them; as soon as they arc ripe 
enough to be taken out of tbe ground, the tops 
and roots should be cut oIT: but not very closely ; 
th0y should then be pnt into heaps Jike buy 
cocks, and he covered with a litter of straw or 
dead g;russ about thrre incl10s thick, over that 
must be pr1t a layer of earth, and on top of all, 
a thin sod about eighte0n inches in diameter, 
which will prevent the earth from lwing washed 
off; for these hcap8 may be made in the open 
fields, o.nd if the covering is attended to: there 
is no dang0r of the t11rnips spoiling. 

"l tliink (~aiJ l\Tac Ready, one clay to a 
ncig,hliour,) tbc man ,.vlio can· nfforcl to ·keep a 
cow .:i.nd i:, rn<liffcn'n t to d oin~ so, t:an nevc:r 
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hn.ve calculated how great would be hi,; profit, 
nnLl bow s~rions 'is his loss. The annual pro• 
duct of a good dairy co,,,, during sever:11 months 
after calving, will be on an average, from 
three to five gallons of milk JWl' day, and about 
seven pounds of butter a week; aftrnvards, as 
her milk declines, you may reckon on about 
half that quantity of milk, and say three or 
four pounds of butter, for I have alwnys fonnd 
it i:5 not too high a calculation, to rPckon on 
one pound of b11ttcr from every three gallons 
of good milk; and besides all this, he has the 
skim-milk and butt0r-milk for his children, and 
fine ,,·holcsome and useful occupation fur his 
\Yife and daughters, to attend the dairy. Thi~ 
is the nicest work a \Yoman can have to Jo­
here mu-;t he no dirty ve1-sels, 110 slovenly way~, 
but all rnnst be fresf1 and cool and clP::u;; milk 
$boulcl be set immediately, and if tbe ,vcather 
he cold, the pans may be ~ct standing in \Yann 
water, In summer time it is qnito nece1-sary 
to cool thr pans in cold watrr, before the_y are 
put to use, and tbe cream ,-honld in the latter 
season Le skimmed every t\.ve]ve, and in winter 
every twrnty-fonr hcnir~. I hare heard of a 
great many newly inrrnteJ churn,;, bnt ham 
ahyays found the common upright hand-churn, 
answer better than any other. People. I 
know, complain that the bnttrr ic:; a long 
time coming, but believe me it i;, not good 
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butter that i-8 nmde in letJi; tbun an hour's con• 

slant labour, and even tbe pradice of usin~ 

warm water profusely, or churning near a fire, 

will spoil the butter. The butter being at 

length made, must be g11thered off the churn, 

well strained from the butter-mi1k, and thrown 

into cold water: it is next to be divided into 

small .umps upon a sloping board, and beaten 

with clean vrnoden 1mts, instead of with the 

}1and, until entirely free from the mHk, cold 

,vater being at lrnnd to throw over tbe board 

occasionally, and to wash the pats;-· lrn,ing 

made t}) into prints as much as necessary, the 

rest is iO be :-ultccl fnr keeping-for this pmposc 

a layer of salt shonld be put into the bottom of 

the crock, the butter be well pressed into it 

with a wooden rammcr, not with the band, 

and a thin layer of salt strewed over it at top 

'\Vhen foll. Corne home with rue, ( Richard 

,1sctl to add,) aml my mistress will shew you 

how persuaded she is, that the greatest nicety 

ancl cleanliness, arc requisite in the marHl!:?'ment 

of a dniry : tile pans arn1 wooden howls, she 

will tell yon, mn-;t he frequently sca1rleJ. and 

eYcn hoileu, if there is a convenience for <loing 

-so, the :\oor must be mopped, m)d the cream 

shifted into clean pans twice every day in sum- . 

mer, and once in ,vinter. In short, every thing · 

about a dairy must be so tidy and regular, that 

a sloven has no business to enter it;. dirty hands 

and dirty clothes are the ruin of cream and 



li11tkr-of ::i. mnn"., comfort cliilJrcn's hcaltfl, 
uud n woman'R rcsp0ctnbility. 

Tim man who keeps n cow, moy ~cadi1:r 
keep u pig-, with b11t rer.Y little adclitior.al ex­
pense: nay, so small is the cost, that even ho 
·who cannot nfford the one, may, bv good 
mann.gemrnt, he able to do tbe othC'r. • (fftcn 
indeed did Richard induce his ncigbLours ho­
zicstly to confess, that if ull the money usually 
spent in tra for the wifo, nncl drink for the 
liu::-lmnd, was laid out in Rnpplying gooJ bacon 
for th0msclvcs, and milk for the cbildn'r:. many 
nn Irish cuhin ,vould present a far different 
si~bt, from wlrnt it nsnally does. " ( know no­
thing ( Richard 11srcl to say,) ,Yhich givrs a 
place such a comfortable look, us a nice flitch 
of bacon han~in!; up ahont the chimn-"y, aml 
a welJ stocked dairy dose at hand. The CO!,~t 
of a pig until fatf0n.ing timr, is nrxt to nothing, 
for tlrn vvaste cal,hnge ltivvC's, and the !-Ops nml 
roots of 1he fhvcdish turnip, with tlic ndJition 
of a little wash now 1tnd tlien, will kr!<'p it in 
very good growin~ ordN. 

A pig sho11ld l>c lrnn/!'ht in March wJJcn abont 
four months old, so tbnt it nmy be a yc1r olcl be­
fore killing tinic, n.s nntil then, its Ocs1i will uot 
Lo either ::;oJid or nntriLious enough, to be worth 
C'atin~. \YhC'n fattening time come.,, the nninrnl 
:;liould be plc,ntif1illy fed on pruse or lwrlcy meal· 
beaus, pohtuC'~, or mc:-ises of any kinllwill ncvC'r 
girc :,O gooJ Lucon, for though tlir pi:.r will f!,1·ow 
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eq1mHy fot on it. lil::s fl~sh will not l>r> ncor ~n 
tender or well tasted ; tlwrn ore two great 
mistaker.; that former:=; in general fall into-the 
one is that tlwy begin to fatten all at once, 
instead of bringillg the animal by degrees to his 
change of food, which is a much more whole­
some mcthod,-and the other, that tbcy do not 
fatten them sufficiently. A good pig ought to 
be (as tho saying is,) ns fat as lrn can iz;o, or 
ro.tlrnr indeed fatter-tho last bushel of foorl, 
even if he liel'i down as he cats it, is tbo most 
profitable; and if he can walk two hundred 
yards at a tinw, ho is not as fat as he ought 
to be. His stye should he kept clean, being 
regularly swept twice a day: and let a farmer 
nlwc1.ys bear it in mind, that the sweepings of 
the styo of one pig alone, during the fattening 
time, will yield liim three loads of manure, of 
a much more profitaLlc kind, than any other 
he could have." 

" I hncl as fln0 a pig ( said one of Richard'~ 
neig;Ll1om:=;, ,vlwn talking to him on this snh­
ject.) last yenr vs ever this country saw, but I 
don't know w\wt may be the reason of it, my 
bacon is not good, no·r t1o I think, that, on u;o 
whole. it tnrned ont profitably to 111c; I Lope 
the one I l1av0 now will do l>dt.<'r." "D0pcnd 
tipon it, (answered l\Tnc Rco.<ly,) it is tho 
managPment which 1111.1.ke:s all the difference in 
u 01an'i, pro Ht.,, 

l t is u 11iGo thing to ki!l aml curo n l10g well: 



Urn ~root mistakn that people bcre foll into. jc; 
t"hat tbey take off the hair by sca1dincr instead. • 0 

of singeing it. I have studied a good deal tbe 
rnanageimnt of pigs and uacon, and as yon are 
to kill your pig next week, I think I could 
give you some advice about it. In the first 
place, ( continued Richanl,) it is better to kill 
in cold weather, and therefore you have done 
well to wait until Christmas, and remember, the 
day before killing, you should not give him any 
food, and keep his litter quite dry ; the next 
thing to be done after the animal is dead is to 
take off tbe hair. Now scalding slackens the 
skin and opens the pores so much, that to uurn 
it off is much better; for thi,;; purpose, he should 
be laid on a narrow bed of straw not wider 
tlian his body, and only three or four inches 
thick, then covered over thinly with straw, 
v'11ich is to he set fire to, at one encl, according 
to wbicu ever way the wind blows-as the 
straw burns, it of counw singes off the hair, and 
after two or tlm~c covE>rings ancl b,rrning", it 
will• be all consumed, after \-vhich the animal 
must be srruped clr>an, Lnt never wa-;herl with 
water. 'I'ho upper side being finisbccl, the pig 
must then be tnrncd over, and tbe other side be 
trf'ated in like manner. This work should be 
done before day-break, for the light of the fire 
i1; so much weakened by day light, that you 
cannot \\'ell swe wliother the hair is sufl1cientl,:r 
burnt oft: ThQ inward parts am m,:d tu.ken 
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out, aml her~, i.n the merQ offals and gar­
bage may be fo1rn1l, what ,,viJl give a poor 
man good dinners every day for a we<>k, to say 
nothing of the hog's puddings, ,, hich, if his wife 
is at all clover, she can now so readily make. 
Kext day the pig should be cut up, a;d then, 
it is a goodly sight for a man to see his houqo 
foll of meat-souse, griskins, blade-bones, thigh­
bones, spare ribs, chines, and cheoks, all to 
come into use, one after the other. These parts 
being taken away, all that now remains are the 
fl.itches, or sides, which are to be cured in the 
following manner :-They are first tubbed with 
salt on the insi<le, and fonr ounces of saltpetre 
finely powdered ( which will add to the flavour 
of the hacon and make it red,) beinf! strewed 
over each flitch, they are then vlaced one 
on the other, the flesl1 sides uppermost, in 
a salting trough, which has a gutter round its 
edges, to drain away the brine, for to have 
sweet and fine bacon, tbe flitches must not be 
left sopping in tbo brine, E\·ery one knows 
l10w diffcre11t is the taste of fresh dry salt, from 
that of salt in a dissolvecl stn.te-tho one is 
savoury the other is na.useous; therefore, though 
it may ho let to melt and sink, it shoulJ never 
lie longer unchangr,d, than fonr or five days: 
the flitches also must be shifted, the uppermost 
one b0i11g occa!lionally put to the bottom. It 
is true this method will co~t n great deal more 
in .alt, than the Uilli.\l one of letting the bacon 



l.QO 

He soakfog in the brine, bnt it La; Well wo1th 
the difforcnce of cxpem,c to ha\·c your rnrat 
hood and who}c!,ome. As to the time it will 
rrq11irc to salt them, suffieiently, I could not. 
exactly tcH yon, for a thick flitch will take 
longr/t.ban a ·thin one, and in damp weather it 
is more tedious than in dry, however upon v.n 
average, six weeks is generally sufficient.­
After this tb0y should be hung up to be smoked, 
nncl so placPd, that the rain cannot reach them 
down tho chimney, and that they be not so 
near the fire us to he mrlteu. by it-woocl 
smoke (provided it be not that of fir or deal,) 
is much hetter than tho smoke of either turf or 
coal. Bo.con should be perfectly well dried but 
not as it is sometimes scrn, ai;; hn.rd n.s a hoard, 
and it is 11 very good way before it is hung up, 
to scatter the flesh side pretty thickly over with 
hran, or fine rnw-dust, un<l to rnb it into it, for 
ibis keeps the smoke from ~etting; into tho 
meat. hesilles that it pr0.,crres it mueh cleaner 
than it would otherwise 1,e. AftN your ha.con 
is s11fficiuntly dried, if you INwe it still hangini; 
11p, it is npt tn become m11sty or to IJc utLncked 
lJy a sort of mag~ot, ogain-;t \Yhich them is 
l1oth nn dl~,ctual and simplc rrnw<ly; get n 

. c1enn chc:--t or hox, lnng; 011011~!1 to hold the 
flitcli, pnt n 1uyN of vmnrl or t11rf R--ill"S into 
tlir- holtom of it, tl1cn lu_y in yum Iweon, picco 
after pi,~cr, !-lrewiug in ngJw~ het\',Cl'tl c:.11:h. 
[11111 c1iv,•r ovnr tliC' \\"]wl<• with a !•-uutl la~·er ... :, .. , 
:--ix ut ci rr \ii, iuches <lc<•q,, of tile same. Dust or r., l 

< 

: l 



·1 

l. 

lOJ 

cvc.n sand wi11 do equally \.Yell, but tho box: 
must be kept in a dry pln.co, and tho ashes ex­
amined from time to time, arnl dried wllt''n ever 
they are found <lamp. \Vith these procautiom, 
the bacon will be as good at the end of the 
year, as the first day, and it will keep well, two, 
and even tbf{>e years. Now it is evident that a 
good store of bacon is a great thing to a poor 
man. Ho can sell it to great adva1Jtage if 
lie wants to make up bis rent; the meat has 
twice as much nourishment in it as either beef 
or mutton, and besides tlrnt, it is always ready 
at hand, so tha-~ he can never be at a loss fox 
his dinner. 

"And now, neighbour, I have but one word 
more for you-fat bacon keeps better than loau~ 
so in using your bacon, always cltusc out tho 
lean pieces first-an<l l think if you succe('d 
this year, you will agree with me in say i 11~, 

that a good pi-g is the most prntitahle purcl.1-use 
a poor man can make; the keeping as you see 
is lrnt a very trifling e:x1)ense, aml as for tbe 
trouble of curing the bacon, he can readily 
accomplish that in his evenings at home, after 
working hour:.. J hope 1'11 live to sec the day, 
when every man rournl me will haxe his cow 
an<l his pig.' 1 

From what we l1ave said of l\Iac Ready, tho 
reader will doubtless have percci\'ed ere this, 
that lie was a valuable character not only to 
his mistress, hut to the neiglilionrhoo<l in gen<'­
ral. Ile lrn.u been himself too highly blessed 
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by ProvitlcncQ in l\Ir. Alford's l.:indn~·ss, antl 
vvas too sensible of it, not to \Vi:-h to return 
npon others, the b 0 nevolcnce by \Yhich he had 
1,ecn liimseif so m11cb benefittecl. Indeed his 
valnc brgan now to Le acknovvledgcd by his 
11cigliboms, and though some few there \Vero 
who c1ivie<l an,1 tberefo:-c songht to disparage 
l1is worth, tb0 C'stirnation in which he was belll 
wns amply tcs~ified by the numberless little 
c.h,putes wLich he was able to make up, antl 
also by the advice lie was often ca11E'd on to give. 
It was on one of these occasions, that talking 
to a very poor man \\ bo liacl not ground suffi­
cient for a CO\\', cl"en according to lus improvcll 
rnanngcrncnt, and vd10 cnmplained of the 
difficulty lw fonml in provicling milk for his fa­
mily, out of liis cluil,r hire lie strnck o_ni a plan 
,, liich lie l1ad b10wn tu snccC'cd, ancl which 
lie thouglit de:;cn ing of r"cornrnC'n<lalion to 
crcry poor man.-It was simply this-to keep 
a goat, since be \V.'.)$ not able to feed a co\v.­
:K or let the rcad('t' smile at tho adrico, e,·ery 
one\\ ho li,·cs ncDr Dul1li11 kno,\·s. that inn1lids 
arc frequently S<'11t by tlic rlociors to Dnudrnrn, 
a small and healihful villoge, t\\·o miles and a 
half distant, for t1w doulJle pu,:posc of enjoying 
g:ood uir an<l of drinkiug; gout·s milk, which 
would not be ordered, if it were not Fa.rticdn.rJy 
nourishiug-. 1 ml0e<l its milk is ::is ,vholesorrie 
food as cl1iltlren can take, and it requires nei­
ther troable or expense to rnaiutnin rt. A good 
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goat will !!ic1dom be dry more than threG wc0k11 
or a month in the course of the year; wliile 
her kid is young she will yield nearly two 
quarts of ml lk a day, and on au averag~ yon 
may reckon on more tban three half.pint-.; a 
day the whole year ronnd. Now tbis is not 
much to be sure, lrn t still it is better than none; 
and where two gorcts are kept, it is a great tliing 
for a poor man to say, tbat his six children 
wi11 ha\'e half a pint of gooJ. milk cYcry morn­
iug at breakfast. 

N' o animal is so barely, nor so little nice in 
its food as a goat-it will pick peelings out of 
the kennel and cnt them, or will take fusty lwY, 
straw, fur.ze, hushes, heath, thisLlcs-i; fr{ct 
tbere is hardly any thing comes in its way that 
it will not eat; any little kennel or vacant 
corner about the place will do for its heel-it 
can easily h(' prevented from \.Yandrring hy 
loosely t_yin ,~ its fore and hind leg;; together, or 
if tbcr0 be many, by joining them in co1tplrs. 

' \V c thus see ( saiLl Richard,) that if there 
are many things \Yhich the Almighty has put 
it out of the poor man's power to ha\·e, there 
arc yet a great many more ,vithin his rc::i.eh, 
than he arails himself of." 

\Y c may here mention hYo more particulars, 
in which l\lrs. Brennan's rare, witbin her own 
sphere of action, seconded her faitllful senant's 
efforts for her i1itercst ; an<l. yet, even in this 
partieubr, Riehanl's harp observation had 
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!f~orNl up several uscl"ul hints, wl1id1 he cnm­

n111nicatcd to lier. '' Emry one, (suid lH',) 
who has evel' hud the management of n poultry 
yard, knows hy e:xpcrieuce anLl to lier co~,. 
tliut of all birds, the turk0y is the ,hardest to rear, 
although when grown, it i!- one of the liarJi­
cst of liirds. It is the wetness of this climato 

thal chiefly docs tliem injnry, for ,Yhich rNL'-OU 
they shoulJ never I.re let out in the early morn­
ing: until the dew is quitcoffthcgrnu1Jt( solong 
as they aro not folly Hedged and \\·ell grown,. 
and in wet weather tlicy shcmld be kevt uHtler 

cover all day. _--\.s to their feeding, ltc.ml egg-1 
chopped fine with cru111us of brc:lll, or els<' tho 

fr0sh curds of two lllilk whey is rn11d1 the most 
w holesorn0 food for tl1crn \Y hde young-tnrkcys 
:fctl in tltis way, kept Jry and dean, \.\'ill 

scarcely foil to tbrirn ~ as soon as thc•y arc '.VCH 

grown,· tbcy mn.y get meal, and • grain ; in 
·winter, caliliagL'S well chopped 11p ure good 
feeding, not o.ily for turkey::; l>ut for ull ~orl)S 

of fowl. 
J tis much the best \vay to breed turkeys 

under a common hen, uecausc she tloes not 

:rumble like a hcn-tnrkey,-anJ it i.-; a cmious 

tiling. tlrnt tliaoe which arc bred by the common 
}1en, Llo not tlicmsolvt•s rmuhlo so nrncll as others 
when they get ohl; !'or tl1is reason, \\hen people 

ti11y a stocl" ul' turkeys in ,\111cricn, \\ lwrc thero 
urn such large wouds, tlmt 1.l1c n1ruliling of 
tu}'kcys is w·ry inconvcuicnt, tl1<'y alwnys prcf,~r 
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such as have been hrcd under hens of ihc con!• 
rnon fowl. 

The hen shonld be fe,l exceedin~ly well 
while !-he is sitting, but more particularly so 
nfter she has hatched, for then her labour is 
great; she is continually making exertions of 
some f'ort or other during the whole twenty-four 
lionrs,-has but little rest, and is constantly 
employed in proviJing food. and 5afoty for her 
young one,,. As to fattening turkeys, the best 
way is never 1.o let tl:em be poor. Cramming 
is a most cruel and an unnecessary practice, for 
bird,, that are usually given a tolerable suffici­
ency of feeding, \Vill easily be brought into the 
best condition for the table, by giving them a 
g1-.•,d.er abundance and a more nutritions kind 
of food. Barley meal mixed with a little new 
milk and given to them every day, will make 
them fat in a short time, either in a coop, in 
the house, or running about; and boiled car­
rots and ~weclish turnips are also good for them 
and make a \vholcsome change in their food. 

Geese cannot he kept to advantage except 
where there is green sod for them to graze on, 
but kept in that way thry arc som0 of the 
hardiest animals in the world, and live to a 
great age; it i true they require a little more 
feeding than what they arc able to find for 
themselves, but not much; and they are a more 
profitable binl than the turkey, became they 
nre so much more easily reared, and lay a greater 
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:numbe-r of eggs. A wcJl fol goo.;c \vill lny im 
hundred eggs in the course of tlw year ; tho 
young Linls reqnirc no other care tlwn to be 
kept from rain, and to he fod with barley meal 
wet (if po~ iblc,) with milk; after a fow days 
they begin to graze anJ look about for food for 
themselves, and after that there is hut littlo 
danger of them. "\Yater is by no means neces­
sary either for geese or for ducks to swim about 
in ; the young birds especially should never bo 

let to the pond until after they arc a month olJ. 
fhe same mothod that answers for rearing 
goeso is necessary also for the care of ducks, 
except this, that al though a \vell fed <luck will . 
lay ten <lozcn of eggs in a J·car, it is much bet­
ter to give them to common hens to I.Jc hatchcJ, 
in fact a hen will f>it more patiently, and is a 
more wutcl1ful mother, tLan any other farm­
yard fowl. 

The ailmcnt!'I of fo\,vls are numerous, but 
they would seldom he seen if proper ca.re was 
taken, and it is us('lcss to talk of remedies, 
when there is always the power to prevent the 
ovi1. Jf well fed an<l kept clean, fo\ds will 
seldom be sick-and as to old age, they ought 
never to be kept more than a conple of year:;, 
for afler that time they arc not g;ood for much 
as layers, and arc quite unfit for food. 

A poultry ]1011se mnst Le kept very clean, it 
hcing a fact suilicicntly establi~hed, that no 
fowl will thrive, except they are kept in 
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f:tennliness; it s11ou1J t1iercforc bo frnquoht1f 

dc·111<.~d out, aucl sand or fresh ro,r€h he strewn 

on t\10 iloor. Tho nests for luytng hens, should 

not be on sbclvcs or any thing fixed, hut mo.de 

of scpamte pieces of basket work, something 

in tho form of small sieves, fastened up to the 

sides of the house, by means of pieces of woocl 

nailed to the wall for tliat pmpose. By this 

moans tho nests o.ro kept perfectly clean, be­

canse tho basket can be taken down urnl washed 

when necessary, and clean hay put in. The 

roost.c; ought also to be cleaned every week, und 

it is a good plan to fumigate the house occa­

sionally, by burning in it a little dry herbs, ju­

niper wood, or brimstone. ln short, no means;; 

shonl<l be left untried to prevent lice and vor­

min from breeding among poultry. 
Fowl can rcaclily be kept about a cottage, o.nd 

o. fow good laying hens arc a groat ncquisition 

to o. family, rcquirin~ bnt little trouble und no 

lnlJOnr ; as to that, however, whatever is to 

to hring prollt is worth trouble, o.ml a woman 

need not spare herself, for tho littlo she can do 

nt home, when her husband is labouring hard 

for her, u.liroo.d. 

E:\"D OF PAHT THE S-ECONO. 
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PART THE THIRD, 

RICHARn was not fond of changing his place, 
and yet he now hegun to think of quitting i\lrs. 
Brennan. He had been with ber six Years, 
<luring which time he liacl consulted her.inter­
ests as zealously as he could have done bis 
own. II e had acted towards her not with 

- what is called in the Bible, eye service, bnt as 
one who knew he was acco11n'table for his con­
<luct, to God. Ile had found her farm nrglect­
ed-her farm-house and otnccs 011t of n•pair­
her farm-stock small, and her rent in arrC'1r.­
Thcse evils however had every one been re­
medied, her alfairs were prospr;·ou<1, and wliat 
was more influential npon Richard, Ler oldet-t 
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..,on, thon~h hut a youth wlrnn ltiolw.rd camo 
to lier, had taken such a liking to a farming 
]ifo. und had profitted so much by the example 
of hi'i virtuous model, that he was quite com­
p0tcnt to curry on that system of husbandry 
which had so prospered. Mac Ready also had 
saved something more th,m forty pounds, in 
nthlition to what he had when he cntorC'd her 
sNvicc, and ho therefore hogan to think, that 
the moment was come for him to look out for 
n form on his own account, where ho might 
practicr for himself those rules which he bad 
hitherto so succ0ssfu!ly applied to the advantage 
of others. Nor let it seem extraordinary that 
he should have saved such a sum: he had been 
scraping it togctbcr, by patient industry, for 
above a dozen yours, and much as it appears, 
it is perhaps no more than every man in his Ri­
taation could save in the same time, if instead 
of rnshing precipitately into an early marriage, 
nnd bringing about him u young family, before 
he bas the means of supporting tlicm, or clsc 
instead of transferring all bis spare wages to the 
landlady of the Shamrock, for whiskey, a., so 
many of our giddy, short sighted, couutrymen 
do, he would lay by from time to time in the 
Suvings Bank, all he docs not require for ne­
cessary expen!lcs, and never draw out of that 
strong box, (if we may call it so,) nn1ess when 
h0 cau make an ad, antagcons purchase. Sixty 
pounds in Uutlt wn-- not much to save, for a 

c; :3 
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rnnn with RiGhanl's wages and other opportu­
nities, but we must consider that his pan•nts 
were now growing old and infirm, and required 
more assistance from him, besides which, a dis­
temper going at the time amongst cattle, bad 
deprived him of two fine milch cows, of ,vbich 
be had expected to make a handsome profit. 

Before he wou1d take any decisive step, 
however, he thought it adrisab1c to consult 
l\1r. Alford, and not only received his hearty 
concurrence, but an offer of a form of twenty­
five acres, well situated and at a short distanc:e, 
from w bid1 he had been obliged to eject the 
former tenant. " The land (said h0,) is quite 
out of heart, and the farm-house in a most 
ruinous condition,- but the rent shaJl he no 
}1igber than your predecessor paid, and I s!iall 
deem it my duty to a!-.si::;t yon in rclrnilding the 
house as soon as summer sets in. Industry cnn 
tfo much towards the irnprovemE"nt even of t!Je 
desert, and 1 do not despair of seei1Jg it in a 
few years a different kinJ of farm, from what it 
js at present. Yon shall enter upon pos,C's::;ion 
in three weeks, and I wish you al1 success in 
your progre5s." " Your go;dncss overpowers 
me, Sir, (replied Richard, with crnpliatic car­
noE-tness,) but it shall be my endcuvonr to shew 
you that it is not bcstoweJ upon an 11nworthy 
object." 

The plan thus arrangctl, it took hut little 
time to put it into execution. :Mrs. Brennan 
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\Ytts wo tieusibla of all she owed to Richard, to 
oppose bis departure from any selfish considnra­

iion; all(l not only approved of 1Jj5 determina­

tion, but added a snbstantial mark of her goo(l 

"'ill. " You shall take with you, " said she, 
"one of my milch cows, with her calf, and also, 

a fcwof our poultry. lf l gave you the balf of 

what l possess('d, it would, perhaps, be no 

more thau yon deserve; for, next to God, I 
owe to yoi;r faithful and nnremitLing industry, 

c;-cry tliing I possess. l\lay my son JH'Ofit by 
yonr example, and then, nmeh ac;; I slioulJ. 
prize yonr continuance here, [ should uot miss 
yon much."' 
• Thu-; for tbe ,,-orlJ hurl prospered with Ri­
chard :\lac 11eady. Ile was l)O\V rstablisl,ed 
in a form of bis o,,·n, and had no reason, as hr~ 
thrrngld, io fear that the same indu,-try which 

bud adrancctl him tu the sLation of an inde­

pendent former, should not carry him iurlher. 

By tho;;e who bad npportnnitics of knowin~ 

him, he \Ya;; biglily <'stecmed; a11L1 to tliose 
below him., he had ahrn_ys hcliarcd so cYcn1y, 
anrl so killl1ly, that tliey were anxious for hi'i 
good op~1i,)11. IJ e felt, indeed, that ho had 
been hi 0 ·l1hT farnrned by Providence which had 

:,:, . . ' 
gin~u him farnur in the eyes of those among~t 
whom he J,H·lt; bnt it was now he wa:; to learn 

that no rartlily liappincs· is wiLhOl,t alloy, 

and no stat<: so firm as to be abo\'e the reach 

of change. Ercry one knows the sinful confe­

d.erocy whieh prevails iu some parts of Ireland, 
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among~t the lowf'r orders, to prevent the lanJ­
lord from exercising the 11nJoubted right 
whicl1 lie, mHl f'Very mo,n: possf'sscs over 11i-, 
own property. lt was from one of tbose un­
hwful wicked combinations, that om friernl Ri­
chard M uc Ready was to learn the imtability 
of worldly prosperity. 'l'lic persons wbo formed 
it, had, it seems, determined, that land from 
which the tenant had be011 removed for non­
payment of his rent, should not be occupied 
for a certain time by any other; in the n1in 
idea, that thus it would deter the lamllonl from 
ejecting those, who, from want of indu-;try, as 
is generally tho cansc, should run behind in 
the rent. From this it may be ut once seen, 
what description of persons were tho ring-lead­
ers in this wicked conspiracy. Tho most 
worthless, tbe most idle-those who ncitlwr 
feared God, nor regarded man, seeing they 
daringly violated the great command of tho 
Almighty, n love tby neighhonr as thyself." 
The tenant who preceJ.ed Richard in the farm, 
was one of these cbaracters; a great talker, a 
lounging idle man, who hud rather lie all day 
on his back, or sit on tho bars of n gnto kicki11g 
his legs, than take a spade in his hnnd to culti­
vate the spot of ground which was to support 
his family. The conseqnrnco of all this wusthat 
which might be expected. Slotl1 brings po~ 
vcrty, and poverty 110nrishcs <liscontent. Pat 
Mullov,ney had Leen oftl'n warned hy hi"" 
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1arn11ord what it would all come to; and ~eve• 
ml time11 he had Leen kimll v as,.ilited \Yith 
!'icediS, and even, on tv,o occ:asi;ns, pMt~ of his 
rent bad been remiLt0.d. bnt all to no purpose. 
IJo was thNeforn ej0.cted, and Riclrnnl pnt in 
his plac.:e, i\Ir. Alford taking care to rnake it 
known, that the least in,iury offered to his new 
tenant, shon1d he punished by thP- loss of l11s 
good wil1, and also by the severe penalty of the 
law. Those whom Satan guides, he strives to 
push on to destruction, and then he leaves 
them. In a week after Richard had temoved 
to his cottage, he got a threatening letter, 
warning him not to put a spade in the ground, 
for that no one but Pat l\Iullowney shouhl 
hold the land. This he showed. to 1\1 r. Alford, 
but it was agreed on Ly both, that such 
tl1rcats were to be disregarded, tlrn b\YS being 
sufficiently <;trong to protect the industrious, 
and the neigbouring magistrates active and zeal• 
ous in enforcing Uwm. "lf they meet me faco 
to face," sa1d RichanL " I have no fear, in a 
good can~~, of being able to defend rnysc1f; 
and I think I can depend on Pa,ldy 1-<'arrel~ 
tl1e herd, tbat he would slancl by me on a pinch. 
1 thank you therefore, Sir," he added, " and 
will take the offer of yonr pistols, l>11t I c;till 
think, and hope, I shall have no occasion to use 
tl1em .'' 

Perhaps in a11 thi'3 reasoning of Riclrn.rtl"", 
there was a littl8 prcsumptnou5 self-confi<l.cnce, 
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w-liich reqnircd to ho cbrckctl; at le:.i"t --o 11<' 

tl1011glit af'terwDrds, "-.d1c•n n long nnd p:iinfol 
opcrution h:ill bri>n~lit him to himself, from the 
r,ta'e of in,en-:ihility in which hewn~ found, on 
the n •au sicl0, two hours after he hnJ lrft Mr. 
AlforJ's. IJc was indeed so for correct, that 
l1is enemies did not dare to attack: him openly; 
for they knew his dctcrminod character, having 
often witnessed the resolution with which he 
had E'Xposed liis person, in pnfting an end to 
those broils and fight<.; which so frequently con­
clude un Irish fair; lrnt, against trcuc:hcry, no 
courage cun defend us. Richard was going 
along tho roaJ, on liis return home, vrhen n 
stone, from an unknown hand, felled him to 
tho ground. Stunned with the blow, he re­
mained for o. fow moments insensible; hut, ju'lt 
us he was rising upon his foet, ho discovered 
James l\Iu1lowney, and three others, !lptinging 
across a ditch, and makin1; tovvan1s bim with 
~.tirks. He saw awl rmnemhNrd no more, ex­
cept that they n11 criru out with ooths, as they 
stniek nt bim, "sec \.Ylint comes of di!!ging in 
another man's field." Poor Ri~hnrd ! what u 
rd11rn, for tho rc:idinc'Bs which yon bud olwuy:; 
!-'hrwccl to C'VNY one who wonted n kintl tnrn nt 
~-our l1u11d,.; ! • Dunbtles~, tb0y hclil1vcrl tho.,· 
hnd nccornpli sl1 ctl tl1Pir n111rtlorn11s \\'ork ; fur 
it wv..; oul_y tlw doctor. wlwm l\lr. Alfo1tl sl'llt 

for, wlw JW!TeJ\ <·d a farnt p1d:'lati ou ut liis w r i ,L 
] t w11 s the ,on:ncr wlio hutl discovered him, 
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for, soon nf'tcr Tiid:arcl's tlcpart.nrc he ha,1 o.r­
tl,-rcd his hor;;o, nn<1 was rilling leisurely along, 
when thl~ nnirnal lie rollo started ut some oli_jcct 
lying in tlie ditch. But lio\v shall we dcscrilio 
the good man':.; grief, when he found that ho 
who lo.y, to all appearance, murJ.ercd, was 
his faithful and •industrious tenant, whom ho 
had been talking to but a short time before. 
\Vith the assi:;tance of some people, wlw were 
passing, l1is servant carried the Lo-1y to tho 
house; and in order tbat no means should bo 
neglected to save his life, Mr. Alford sent 
for the nearest surgeon. How very slow was 
the operatinn which brought Richard to hi:-; 
senses. His head was covered with bruises ; 
for the cruel assassins hacl principally d iroctecl 
tbeir blows at that part. But the most Jan . 
gerous, was one which had beaten in the bone of 
tho sknll, and caused, . what surgeons call, a 
compression of the brain. \Ve shall not weary 
the rcaJcr with a detail of painful rcmodic>s; 
it suHit;CS to say, that he at lcugth opened his 
eyes slowly, und indistinctly prononnccd the 
name of J amcs .'.\lo1lowncy, which induced l\Ir. 
Alford instautly to dispat~h n warrant for his 
apprehension. The constables fout1d him at 
home, lying upon the bed, and though he 
loudly protested he was innocent, it v\:as too 
evident, from his confu -ion, und from the marks 
of blood on several parts of his clothes, that lie 
was tho guilty man. By the time he was 



116 

arrivc11 ai. Mr. A1fonl's, Richard had so for re­
c0v0rntl, that he eou!J, in a feeu1e voice, relate 
tbe manner of tbe attac.;k, and tell the names of 
those engngrd in it. The n·st W(.'re ap11rc­
hem10d, and alt four committed to prison, to 
abide their trial on the capital charge; i'..ntl, as 
tlie assizes were <l-istant, we shall lean~ them to 
reHect on their crime, an<l. the fate that awaited 
them, and return to the siek room of t{i­
chard. 

Tl10so 1.,vho have knov,n sicknPs~, can feel 
for the sufferings lie now underv,cnt. Through 
many a long s!PeplPss nigLt be lay, c:onntiug 
the moment, as tbey passed, ai1d wisliing for 
ilw dav · and ncrain Lhrou1Th the daY ·wi,biog 

.., , 0 ' ._, .. ,, 

for the approach of m·cning, as if the cscapini 
from thr present, wr.rc to In ing him a re lief trom 
pain. Be was not 1wrmittcd to speak to any 
one cxcrpt l1is mother, who innuecliately came 
over 1o ::\lr. _<\]ford's when she !ward of h0r Jar­
] ing ehild's <lange:r, anrl ·watcl1ctl over liis sick 
lied \Yith tbc tenderest cure. JJ c had therefore 
full !0i-;ur0 for rcfi t> ction, and for prayer to Hirn 
who hu.l been bis shield arnl dcferico from his 
enemies. lfo reviewed the whole of his past 
life, cai1i~g to mind t11i.1LlJ oceasions in ;,vhich 
he hatl ncglectctl bis duty. He resolved, if 
God should raise him, to walk more circum­
~pcctly for tl1e future, and earnestly besought 
Him to pardon that which had been amiss, and 
to guide liirn in the path of 1ife. In the hook 
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of Psalms he had met with many passages which 
suited his prese!!t condition, and these he called 
to mind, to assist his pious reflections. " In 
my prosperity I said, l shall never be moved. 
Lord, by thy favour thou hast made my moun­
tain to stand strong; but thou didst hide thy 
face and { vvas troubled."-" Before l was af­
flicted I went astray; but now have I kept thy 
·word. 0 Lord, thou hast been my Saviour; 
leave me not, neither forsake me, 0 God of my 
salvation." \Vho is there so Godless, as not to 
look for comfort in such reflections as these;­
and who that has done so, will doubt that Ri­
chard felt the improvement of mind, that in­
creasing piety ever brings with it? Indeed it 
was many years after this, that, speaking to a 
friend about the uses of affiicti6n, he expressed 
with earnest fervour, his conviction, that the 
Almighty had turned into a blessing, that which 
at fast appeared a chastisement, enabling him 
to say, from the bottom of his heart, " It is 
good. for me that l have been afflicted." 

Time, however, was passing s'vviftly to all 
but Richard, and at length it brought with it 
the month of July. The season was a fine 
one; but none can see it under such favourable 
circumstances, as those who have been confined 
to a sick room, but whose returning health at 
length permits them to walk abroad iuto the fresh 
air. The air feels so balmy, the fields look so 
fresh , tlie leaves so green, the song of the birds 
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sounds so ;ovfnl, a.; thrv carol nmon::,,r tl1t• 
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branches, nnd the ~ky so brig:ht; at least, so it 

appeared to TTichun1, • as ho \~:alked uhout l\1 r. 

Alford's demesne, Dnd offered np his silent 

thanksgi\'ing to Gotl for all his mercy: and yet 
a.11 liis joy was damped by one reflection- -in 

a fow days, the assir-cs 1,vould be opened at ihc 

lleighbouring county town, and he must appear 

against those "·ho had sought to Jeprirn him of 

life. The reader howe7cr must not mistake 

the character of Richard; he felt no resent­

ment a~ainst them ; he had forgi\'en tht'll1 tlic 

i11jury ib.:-y inknde<l; he had prayed that God 

wonld inrn their hearlc;;, but, at the same tinw, 

he felt it n dnty to soeicty, that snch as thcv, 

should not he ~nconr~geJ to go on in wicke~l-

11css, by the hopo of impnnity, aml t1rnt tho 

11risoncrs tbemsehes should uot he suffered to 

boat large, to c1 mlangcr tho life, aud destroy the 

l111p:piness of others. .At length the <lay came, 

Put :\lntlo,Yncy anJ his companions ,Yero ar­

rnig1wd, trictl, and com·idc-ll. Rir,hanl grwe 

his tr!'timony \\·ilh clearness, bnt still the agi­

tution of his manner, shcwcll how mnd1 he 

suffered, as he identified the prisoners as tlie 

pcrsonc;; who ran np to him after he had been 

struck by the stone, nncl in the stronge~t terms 

in treated tbr J llclge to shew them mercy; but 

it was not his e, itlcnee alone which brought 

J1e clwrge home to the gnilty nwt1-lhcir ar­

n'st had followcc.l so qnick t~1>011 the crime, that 
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they had not time to recover from the ngittltion 
into which the act bad thrown them ; a strict 
search hnd enabled 1.he officers to produce two of 
the bludgeons which they had used, and thongh 
two witnesses came forward to swear that they 
,,·ere all at ,,·ork together in a distant field at 
the very time uf the assault; they haJ beeu seen 
by others, at tlmt same time, running across 
the field from which Richard had observed them 
coming, and separating in different directions 
afterwards. Indeed it is but justice to those 
who were present at the trial, (for both the ac~ 
cuscr and the accused were so well known in 
the neighbourhood, that the court was crowded 
to excc•s::;,) it is hut justice to say, that a murmur 
of horror ran amongst them, when the sticks,. 
still covered with the marks of Llood, were pro­
duced, and that, as Richard got Jown from th~ 
place where he had given his evidence, the 
countenances of alrnost all, sbewe<l. how much 
they were concerned at ,:vhat ho had suffere<l. 

Jt is painful to come to the couclusion of aH 
this-the jury clil{ not retire from the Lox, so -
safofiecl were they with tlw evidence, but at 
once returned a ·\'crdict of guilty against all 
fonr, after whic.;h the Judge proccCL1ed to utter 
the fatal sentence af the law.-" You have 
been convicted,'' he said, "by a jury of your 
countrymen, of a crime atrocious in itself, and 
aggrarntcd by the cruel circumstances which ac­
companied it.-In cold blood you tr0acl1eronsly 
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n%ailed an un0ftending man. and for what ? 
hecause a landlord exercised his undoubted 
right, in f'jecting l1is ienant for not paying 
bis rent, and preferred another, vYho was 
industrious an,l honest. lf ihere be any pre­
sent," he contin11ed, u who have been seduced: 
into such a wicked confederacy, let this day 
he a warning to them, that sooner or later 
punishment will OYertake them-let them also 
consider, who are those that cndearnnr to set 
the poor against their superiors, the labourer 
agaitJst his employer, the tenant against 11is 
landlord, and the pP.op1e in general against the 
laws ?-Are they not the most profligate and 
the most idle charncters.-Men, who are the 
first to lead their associates to rapine and mur­
der, and the first also, when detected, to seek 
their own safety by o:ffering to turn approvers; 
the times may be hard, the crcps may fail, the 
markets may be 1ow, but is this the way to nm.kc 
things better ?-No; it makes property insecure. 
it drives the landed proprietor from the estate 
on which he wonld otherwise reside for the 
advantage of his tenantry, and sends him to 
anothC'r country to ],:,ok for personal security ; 
and it prevents tbc ,,:ea!Lhy of other countries, 
from corning orer to lay out tlieir money in tbc 
cstaLlishment of manufactures. lnfatua.ted. men, 
the crils you woulrl. inflict, recoil upon yonr­
s<>Jw,.:;-y(in pervrrj the blessings which the 
.Almi~bty has so bountifully bestowed on this 
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country, you loosen the bonds of brotherly 
affection which should unite us together as 
countrymen and follow christians, and you 
incur disgrace and death here, an<l endless 
punishment hereafter." He then, in an agitated 
voice, pronounced on the unhappy cul pr its the 
awful sentence of death :-intreating them, as 
they valued their immortal souls, to employ the 
few remaining hours, which separated them 
from eternity, in turning to Him who never re­
jected the prayers of the repentant, and to 
supplicate, through the bloocl of our r "'111111011 

Redeemer, a larger measure of mercy than they 
had themselves beon willing to extend to their 
fellow creature. 

Richard was now perfectly recovered from 
hi& wounds, un<l. resolved to apply himself with 
assiduity to the cultivation of his farm. He 
proceeded however gradually, sensible that 
prudence and honesty ulike enjoined him to 
keep from debt; at the next cattle fair in his 
neighbourhood he bought three cows, a couple 
of farm horses, and his kind friend l\Ir. Alford 
procured him r-· good plough from Dublin. lle 
also bougbt a large qnn.ntity of manure which 
\Vas soltl by a11ction on a dairy-farm, the owner 
of which was selling off his stock. This last 
he sprc:.i.J. o\'cr his gronnJ. rn; far as it WlHllll go, 
atHl haviug nscd liis plough and harrow freely. 
ho ca:-;t in the seed. looking to Pro\'idcm:c tl) 
rewttnl his inJu.;try b.v a plenteous harvc:)t,-

II ;3 
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\{ l ha\'e it in my power (!miJ he,) at pl'cscut, 
only to Lring twenty acres into heart; nC'xt 
year, howc\·cr, I hope to do the same witl1 the 
rcnrn.ind0· 1.1d shonld L in addition. be D.l.Jlc 
to build n better cabin than the ruintd one 
vd1ich my predecessor left me, I rnigbt ihen 
venture to take a companion, for after all, I 
begin. to tl1ink my willtcr evenings will pass 
lieavil)' if I remain sing:1e, and surely l\1r. Al­
ford himself wont blame me for wishing to have 
a \.vifo, now that I am u.ble to snpporL one.­
II e is against early marriages, at all times, but 
more particularly when both parties are poor, 
but now I am sufficiently old, and no one can 
say that with Jue economy I have not enough." 

·The reader may perc.eive from this, that 
Richard's tho11ghts were once more turned to­
wards matrimony, but he reqnires to be toltl 
·what it was which nrndc him recollect so sud­
denly, that it would be necessary to have a 
friend at home to welcome each return from 
labour. The fact was, during his illness, lie 
1111d much time for reflect.ion and for forming 
vmious J"(lsolutions 11s to his future concluct.­
IIc was not one of those whoso form occ11pi0d 
all bi:, thonghts, for deeply diJ h,_. regret runny 
mispcnt hours. an/1 Hrn1ly purpose am0ndmcut, 

' lmt ho ditl re\'olve in liis mind nu-ions plans of 
agric1ilture for hi~ Held~, Hllll In:'- ttown the im­
proromcnts he wo!il,l 111nke in the en.bin. '· It 
i.· n. sorry pb.c0, ( saitl l.w Lo himself) aud lrntwccn 
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the breaches in the tho.tub, a1}ll tho largo craci:: 
in the rem wall n11dcr the ,•;i11Llow, wonlcl he a 

cold place in winier ;-if I couhl hnild another 
on ~lr, Alford's plan, the wi,Hl might blo\Y and. 
the rain come down, Lnt u1l inside woulcl be 

~mug nnd warm as it l5 here. From such 
thoughts as tlic•~e, the passage to the comforts 
of a dom<'~,tic life was easy, particularly when 
Nancy Toole, an exceedingly moJc,st and. 
·wcll-behared young \\-on~an was corning into 
his room every third or fourth hour, sent by 
1\f rs. Alford to know if he wanted any thing, 
and naturally helpP-d to remind him tlmt a 
dairy conlJ. not be carried on without a mistress. 
He kept his mind howev0r to himself, detcr­
miueJ. to make his observations in silence, an<l 
to speak to Mr. Alford before he opened his 
wishes to the young woman herself. He knew 
that a fawdry drc,,scd slovc>nlv woman, how­
eY<'r well lool~ing, was not likciy to n:ake ~ooll 
lmUcr, or to takr care of ponltry; or in short 
to make his home c11cerfol ancl happy ;-arnl 
it \\'US the very neat and tidy uppNtrancc of 
Nancy which drew his ohser-:ution, and sti=cng­

ihcnctl foe fo\'Onruhlc impr<'ssion lie ha.cl n'­
~eivccl from her c-rcat tcmlc>rn<'SS in nursing him. 

0 ,~ 

lIN dr0ss was always dnan but never fine, a:; 

sillJ~ [~irls coH it~ it \\'Hli snitcd to her stn.tio11, 
and st>em<'ll to ~n.v t.\1,1t the wcarc r \\·a.; not 

\'aJn . • 'lie wa\7; al~o tH.:ti\ e and intcllig,:nL aud 

, 



often reminded Richard what a clean hon!'<'• 
keeper she would make, as Bhe moved ligl,Uy 
about the house, leaving no truce hut that of 
order ,vherever her inJustrious hand went. One 
evening he said to himsc1f, "favour is deceitful 
and bcanty is vain ;-it is the woman that 
fearcth the Lord that shall be praised," and he 
took bis hat, and wa1ked over to I\lr. Alford's, 
to oprn his rnilid to him and ask his advice. 

The result of this conversation was as farnur­
able ns be could wish.-K ancy Toole wa8 the 
<langbter of a smaH farmer in· tlie neighbour­
hood, whom Mrs. A1ford had distingui::;hed for 
her attention and tractable disposition at school. 
She hacl in consequence appointed her t_o the 
situation of monitress. amt subsequently taken 
her home to be her own attendant, and to take 
care of her youngest chil<l, a boy about four 
years old, ahout the time tLat Richard went 
to live with tho Widow Drennan. She was 
likewise most careful in the choice of her as­
sociates, never like too many young girls, ~1-
lo\ving her conduct to be mistaken for giddiness 
or irn propriety, by the behaviour of her com­
Jlanions, but keeping §tendily out of the way of 
Lad example$, which cannot he wholly ,,,it1iout 
clanger, even to those who art' best fortified to re­
~ist them. "She is sober, prn<lent, irn.L1striou~, 
( said Mr~. Alford,) and thougl1 we shall be 
"-Orry tu lose one so foithfL!l, we have too much 
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rcgarJ for her as wcl l as you, to ho a bur to 
your happiness, if she thinks favournbly of your 
proposal." 

The courtship of persons in an humble clas!,, 
of life is seldom long, and perhaps is not al­
\vays loss sincere on that account. Richard's 
proposal was accepted gladly and without re­
senc, for Nancy was too correct to conceal that 
it gave lier pleasure,-tbero was one obstacle, 
however-the cabin must be thrown down, and 
another built upon the same site; "for I should 
not wish to bring you home, K ancy, 'till I 
had a comfortable place to r~ceive yon in."­
K ancy's reply to this was simple, bnt it wa::. 
sincere; she could bo satis1l..}d 'vVith auy plu.cc 
which satisfied him, but sl10 \Vcmld willingly 
wait until tho new hou::;o was finished, in tho 
mean time, she thought it right to tell him, 
that l\Ir. Alford had lodged her liitlo store in 
tho Savings Bank, and that it now amounted 
to t\vcnty pounds. 

The render may guess, after this conversation 
bct..,vcen Ridianl and X ancy Toole, that lie 
lost no timo in proceeding to work accorLling, 
to the plan rccornmcndc<l. 

Tlrn space marked out for hiH cottage was 
exactly thirt)·-four feet in front, from out to 
ont, (as builders call it,) that is, incluLling the 
wal I, having ou one siJc, a neat Joor, n. gooll 
lattict~tl window, three feet six im:hes square. 
antl; nearer to the other cnJ, a ::;muller wintlow, 

II :> 



:wo feet ,;:(prnrn; the chimney also. was 1ilaccd, 
i10t in the gable, as is- usually the case, hut 
to~e from tbc roof, about C'i;;ht or nine feet 
from tlie gable. Tlicr0 ,Yas no d11ngbil, nor 
even a placo for one, at t1w door side, nor yet 
u great bollo,v for water aml mud to collect in; 
but a neat srnal l grass plot, which looke<l green, 
nnd was cluse cut. 

The next improvement which Richard made 
npou the old sy. tem of c1thin-lmi1r1ing. was us 
con<l11cive to health as comfort. The old pbn 
was to dig the cla_y ,vliich was to bnil<l the 
lower part of the y,·a!L~, out of tlic flnnr, tllll~ 
making the f1oor lo\\·cr than the level of the 
ground auont tbc hon:-:c, and, of cnur.--c. almost 
n.lwnys clomp, and ai. the :~amt' tim~ difficult to 
clean. The floor of HielwrJ.'s cal1in \Ya-, 0110 

foot highN than tlw ground untsicl0, anJ. also 
t!vcn; anJ. tlie follu,,·ing was the plan he 
s.doptc(l. 

Ile had a trench dng for tho fonuibtion 
c:glileon inc!Jes d 0 ep h2iow tlic gc1!eral lcvd 
of the soil, nnd so l,roud tlint, liesi1lcs the 
foundation wall, there wa-; a sewer or tlruin, n. 

foot broa,J, all ronnt.l the outer wall. .. ,:\t 
regular di:-:-tances in tlie fon:idation, wliich w,1..'> 

bnilt of dry stonr, an<l withont morta r, anll 
raised to t!Je lieight of two feet, he left 
op0ning~, in order that ,Ya.ter sprinbing in tl1c 
iri::;ide rni~ht 1iml n rc::uly p<t.;-a::',"e i:1lo t11i-; 
~t!Wor. T11c Liuttorn of the lloor wa:; of lime-
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ridtllii1g:, mni~t1:nccl. though. w1icn t1icy ca1rnot 

Le had, cltiy !-.lrongly rammed would an<;\\ er 

nearly o.s well: this hC' had levelled \Yith com­

mon mortar, and then laid on. to the thick:ncs.s 

of an inch, o. comp0silion of hot lime, powder­

ed, well watered. pit sand, and powdered brick 

dust, mixed np in equal qwmtitics into R pbi~­

tcr, witb water; hlood woultl )rn,e Leen lit,ttrr, 

but h0 lw.tl it not convenient; lioweYer his ovvn 

iloor when fillishrd \Yas a,- hard as flagging. 

There is another 111odc, which costs Jess, 

untl answers aln10st as well ; it is con•ri;1g tho 

inc;ido floor to the d0pth of six or eight inchc.~, 

,,ith a hed of loosely lai1l ii11,cstonc, as level 

as possibl<', a!Hl c~vt,ring· it with straw or 
rnshe;s, and laying on tJp of all, _a_ Lrd of blue 

or yellow clay, ta.hng care to JOltl thesr, by 

tl1c opeuings alr~n.dy mentionct1, with the outer 

drain. 1'hc walls of the cottn.ge \Yc10 con­

strnctcll of hricb, made of rnntl unll straw, 

well tcmpNed and. drietl in the sun: if this;, 

howe\'er, hatl not been convenient, of cour,,e 

tlll'y might be mud, plusterNl over n.nd well 

whitcwv.shcd. 
Tho next aclv:rntuge which Richard's coLtag;c 

po:--~essetl wa-; in tho ::i.rrnngcmcut of the in­

trrior: iL 1rnl1 ofLcn strn~k him us very intlc1i"atc 

to sec men, and women. unJ eliiltlrl'n huntllell 

together in the same room. In his cottage. n. 

p:trliLion t1iviLh'tl the 'P•' ·r. wl1il'h, u,; lrn~ 

l1een mentioned, Y,a~ <;ep:.•ratcLl from \he 
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living room by the chimnry, into two slecp 4 

ing-roorns, each six feet by eight; and as 
they botl1 bad windovvs, one fo the front and 
the otlrnr in the back of the house, it was ca!='y, 
by 11.1eans of an opening in the upper part of 
the partition, to air both rooms. 

The back of the fire-place kept the two h<'d­
rooms dry and warm, so that the whole heat 
of the fire vvas kept insi<le, instead of some of 
it being lost, as in the old plan. In a<lditi on, 
ho'V,,•cver, to these conveniences of a room Line­
teen fod by fifteen, anu tv,o bed.rooms each 
six feet by eight, the other end of the cottage 
opposite tlie llr0.-pluce containe<l a recess six 
feet by fom, which exactly held a bed; the 
remainder of the galJlq being filled ,vith a 
good press for dothes or ot11bt thino·s. 

This \\Tas, as the reader will J~rceire, the 
counterpart of Tim Higgins' cottug0; aad the 
only alteration \\·as that w hicl1 might bo made 
by any person, who, having originally follow 1,,J. 
the plan then drawn, had afterwards fonn<l 
]Jimsc]f able to enlarge it. Instead of dividin!; 
the space taken off the entire length, into two 
bed-rooms, it formed bnt ono. The pig-sty 
was p1acctl against the gable end, and a kitchen 
was built where tbc pig-sty was intended. 
The whole expense dill not come to twenty 
guineas, although the walls were constructcJ 
of bricks made of mud and straw well mixed, 
and <lrie.d in the sun, under shelter. I n<leC'd, 
there was one additional expense wliicli 1\Jr. 
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Alford took tlpon himself to defray, whicl1 was 
not covered by the snm we haVEi mentioned i 
that was, hoarding the s1eeping-room floor, 
an<l setting in it a second window, looking to 
the cast. in order that the airing and ventila­
tion might be gooJ. 

There was another improvement, however, 
adn1>ted by .Mac RraJv which deserves men-

,. • J 

tion. A short time previously, it haJ been 
made known to the Royal Dublin Society 
1.h,it a substitute for the strnw thatcl1, so gene­
ru.11 \' 0m111oyed in roofin°· cottaO'eS throno-h 

,I • b ::, b 

] rcbnd. ln<l. h<'cn hrouglit into use in the 
pard1 of Ty<laonet, County Monaghan, ,vhich 
was not only morn durable, but also more 
€Conornical, i;1asnrncb as it icft the straw to he 
applied to the nse of tho cattle and the farm. 
It hthl been acconlin,:;ly tried by them, fl.nd 
fonnd to answer the purpose so well, that they 
had. rccornmencled it for gcnerul use tbroughont 
the country. Riclmnl liad heard of it from 
1\1 r. Alford, and being fully persuaded that it 
dcs(~rre<l. the character given by tbe Society, he 
ut once resol\'f'd to introdnce it amongst his 
neighbour-,. The reud0r, however, is not to 
-1,uppos<' that ho \Yf\.s fond of novelties, a1Hl 
ready hastily to udopt. every thing ,vbicb was 
cal lell un irnpro,·enwnt upon old customs: 
·wltere the cliang~ was J.onhtful. he was one 
of the lnst h Lrv it; hut when it was ad-
1,·.:inw~!;<'CJL!~, he ,,:as always umon~st the first. 
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His moJc of proccr.l1ing w::ts bkcn from u paper 
of itisLru.ctious sent tbrou!th tlie conutrv liy t!JQ a ~· • 
Society, uncl as he folJov,recl them implicitly, it 
was quite successful. lJefi.rstcollccted a q11an­
tity of common moss, or fog as it is culled by 
the conn try people, from oITthe ground, ::im,mg 
the copse-wood or at the roots of trees, as free 
from grass anrl earth as pos:->ihlc, and then 
!?prcad it in an airy place to dry : the mo~s \n1s 
then teaseJ. until the stalks were well separ;;.t­
cd. A quantity of roach lime (none otlier 
hcing fit) was then procured, and after being 
li!;htly sifted, to get rid of any a~hcs nr dirt 
that might lrnve rcmaiEcd among it; water 
·was poured npon it, and it stood until it 
was completely slacked, !raving abont two or 
three inches of water or liqnid abore the lime. 
Upon tbis br gm.dually shook the mo;';;;, mixing 
l>o~h well together, and vYorking the compost 
like mortar, until the watr.r was quite ahs,irhed, 
and the whole formed into a nlaistcr like thut 
laid upon \,-alls. ... 

Tlic roof he ba(l. preYiously prepared ns if 
for tli:itching, only more level. taking care to 
place the eurth side of the scraw (the same ns 
uscLl in thatching) nppcrmost. Ile woril(l 
have found it prefrrable Jiowcvcr, bnt for ilic 
t'xpense, to lny laths abont Jwlf an inch 
asunJer. Tl1c conipo~t W~b theIJ laid on with 
n trowel, ~bunt two inches 1.l1ick, 1,lcndillg it 
wdl t ()g,!tlWr; rind rnukin i the surfacr~ us level 
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tis possi.hlc. t!e h::l.Ll 1a.iL1 a weatb0r-l,oard, 

which projccte,l ahout three inches, under tli o 

t:ement along tbc eve-course, to carry the drop-; 

from the wall. A few days aftN, lie gave it 

a slight top-dressing, in onler to close any 

crevices that were found in it. The paper also 

mentioned that, when properly made, the 

composition will, when fresh, be quite strong, 

arnl Jrn.w out like uinl-limc, lmt when dry it 

becomes a firm cement. It is to he obsen·ed, 

also, that the sooner the composition is usc<l. 

after hcing made the better ; if possibb, be­

fore it is <p1ite cold. 
Richard haLl learned that this composition 

may be laid on at any time of the year; bnt 

fort1111n.tclY, for him, it was now th0 month 

of .Jforcli: wbich is stated by the Royal Society 

to l.J~ the mo-;t favonrablc period, aml indcetl he 

follml it answer all his expectations. It was 

folly as warm as tlrntchJ obviously r111d1 

clc;ner, freer from vermin, and, what ·is not its 

lrast rccommcnd:ttion, it is safer from iin·, 

resistiug it as m0rtar would. 
l could wish to s;<'C it general t.lircn1~h tlic 

country, saiJ Riclwrcl, a.~ he saw it slan,ling; 

the weather through the sncceding winter, 

which provctl uncommonly se\·cre; a thatch 

mu,;t he rcncwetl every three years. n.ntl mo~t 

people know how scarce f()(ltlcr sometime" i:. 

for tho cattle. Thi<; new discovery, therefore, 

not only lca,f):; a g;rcal<'l' 11na11tily of "tnv-.v for 

their us;c, .:1ml th:t :5 obriou..-dy Lcrnls lo in<.:reu·-c 
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the qnuntity of manure, but it gives a hrnch 
warmer covering to the cottage inruatcs, as \Yell 
a:1 one tliat is safer from tbe destrnctirn clement 
of fire. 

'flio cottage \Yas now finished, and Richard's 
next care was to fence in al,ont a quarter of an 
acre behind it with a quick ct hedge, and to 
furni~h it \vith all ~orts of vegctalJles and a few 
rrett.y flowers. They cost nothing even to the 
poorest, and they make a place look neat and 
smilillg; a few creeping plunb grew up uefore 
the windows, and promised i11 a short time, 
wi1l1 dnc care to cover nll the front, except the 
wi1Hlows and cloors. J ndc•ccl n prettier cottage 
was not to be S(Cn in the \,·lwlc' eonntry. 

D11t \\ bat was far bC'ttcr than tli~ pretty 
cottage, or the nC'at gard0,n, or the creqiing· 
plant.-; iu front. \\ us the wutcnt tliat smiled 
'.vitl1in. Herc Richard lwped to ~ct forth, b.v 
his example, tbe ad\'antugc: of industry aiirl 
gJod conduct; and here it \,as he looke,l 
fonrnnl to ~pending the remain1lN of his days 
in lrnppincs,-, :,t,rroundcd l.,y the blessir.g~ of 
domestic life. 

I'he few ont-honc;cs whic.:h belonged to the 
farm had lJccn allowed to fall much into decay: 
a small sum, however, lrnd rcp:iirccl them suf­
iicientJ.v for the pre::.cnt, until lhcy eould be 
taken down and pen~iancnUy rebuilt: bnt we 
rnay here describe an i111provement wl:ich l\lr. 
~\Hord persuaded liirn to make. This was a 
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largo tank, or squnro hole, dug in the ground 
ten feet deep, and lined with hanl and beaten 
clay, so as to bo water-tight like a cistern. 
into this tank or reservoir flowed all those 
animal jniccs which arc about a farm-yard, 
snch as the nrine of cattle, the drainings of the 
dunghil, the gronnd from the stable and cow­
house being made to slope gradually to it, so 
tbat by throwing into it occasionally a quantity 
of the coarsest clay, a compound was produced, 
tbe liquid of which cast upon a meadow, ancl 
the rnortJ solid 1mrt spread over the surface, 
were found to produce the most fertilizing 
effects. This was a simple improvement: and 
it lia<.l another recommendation, it cost but 
little, and yet in how many places are these 
richly impregnated liquids suffered to run to 
waste, down some slope into a drain or sewer, 
and thus lost to the pnrposes of fertilization. 

\Ye have not much time to describe th0 
wedding of this virtuous couple, for tho reader 
has still to be informed of several of Richard\; 
improvements. \Vedding;; arc always scenes 
of happiness, and yrt if tbe bride and bride­
groom reflect. that they have <lone an act on 

which their future happine~s mnst depend. b~­
ca11sc, no matter how ill paired in tern p0r, 
they arc ins0purably unitctl, it miglit ser\"e tn 
chasten the pleasure of the moment with 
sol.iriety of thought. K at1c,v, indeed, wus not 
,sorrowful, nor had she rea':,jon to be so., for slw 
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L,:.1 1.Lc lilcssiubs of her agccl father and 
rnutlii:r, the congratnlations of her master, 
rni~trcs-., and fellow-servants, and tbc approba­
tion of lwr O\Yn heart, which whispered that 
slw was placing hcrse1f in the hands of a man 
who dcsctTed the trust. These ihings arc 
better than a wcdding-govm, al1ll yet the kind­
ness of her mistress had given her a neat though 
plain go\Yn; ancl v,hat still more shewed the 
interest sbo took in X ancv's comfort. she had 
Hent into Richard's cottage, tha nigl1t before 
tho marriag0, some snustantial and neat furni­
ture for her bed-room. Those were fonr stont 
oak cbair~. a talJlo, and a good clock, v,-hich 
.l\Ir. Alford deemed the most acceptable present 
lie could make to a man who knew tho ,alue 
of time so well, and so much loved punctuality. 
To these ~1 rs. Alford had also mldcd a neut 
family Bible. I feel assured, saicl she to 
Nancy, tliat yon will read this best of lJOoks 
with a desire for impro,·cment; and l do hope 
its prcscmce so constantly before you will prove 
a check on all tlw.t is light, und vain, and 
trifling. I l1t1.vo llO aJvire to giYc you, nJrlcd 
sl1e, that is not contained in that 8c:ripturr, lrnt 
you will rccollrct this - the Lest way to make 
~ hushund fond of home. is to make· his home 
happy. A lmslw nd may be at times Ycx0 1 l, 
and perhaps of an ill temper. hnt your part is 
mecknc,;.1, uot to aLU fud to •krcp tl10 1htJJc 
alive. ~\ little mortar k0e1is out tlie \Yind; 
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hut if you nC'glcct tllo opening, the slorm mak(>s 
its wny, and the dwelling is injured: m·cu so 
imiall kindnesses, small attentions, m::i.ke an 
impression cYen upon the mn.;;t mirea~o1w,blc 
temper, and insensibly soften the \'io]ence of 
ang0r. 

~lr. Alford abo had a word of advir0 for his 
lrnmblo friend Richard, bnt it \Yas in a ]c,ss 
!'lerious strain. Any other friend, said he, l\lac 
Ready, \Vo11ld on this occasion recommend 
veace· and harmony to yon on your marriage ; 
but I, on the contrary, rccommen<l. care ancl 
strife. Rid1anl began to stare ; Lnt N" ancy, 
,,,110 knew her master had some meaning in 
what ho said different from the more obvions 
one, looketl serious. Care and strife, sir ! sniJ 
Richard; yon are-ihe last from whom I s!10uld 
expect snch advice: may I ask wbat you. 
mean? I mean, replied Mr. Alford, for the 
first, that your constant care sl10111J. he to please 
God, andyonrstrifc, \Yho shall serve him brst, 
aml do your <luty to the other most f:titii folly. 
Y 011 will always find me disposed tu !i<'l"VC 

yon, and, therefore, wbonc\'er you ,Yant a 
friend's advice or ussisla.nce, come to mo fr::rnkl_y 
and state your diilic:ulty. lf I can, I will 
befriend y;n, for I thinl( you deserving of all 
I can do for you: but ever remember that von 
lrnve another· Friend more powerf11l tli:111 n;an, 
more willing to hear you, untl more nigh to uH 
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tlrnt address him than any mo.non earth, and 
tlrnt is God. Ilis tender mercies are over all 
his v:orks. 

Richard \Yas now happy. He l1u.d married 
a yonng woman vvhom every day endeared to 
him more and more. \,Yhrn he returned. each 
cvcniag, she had ahvnys a smile to welcome 
him, and his meal so clean and so comfortable 
that he often said be fonn<l nc, place so pleasant 
as home. Thi~ might be expected from one 
so highly esteemed as l\Trs. :Mac Ready had 
been both by l\lr. a!1d Mrs. Alford; but we 
mention it to shew how much a wife has to 
blame herself who neglects the means of making 
her husband domestic. Thero is another par­
ticular that deserves to be mentioned. It was 
.not Richard alone who was industrious: Nancy 
was equally so. He had th1p management of 
the farm ; she of the dairy and poultry, the 
J)igs and the garden; and wo have already 
seen how well qualified lier husband was to 
guide lier whenever she wanted his directions. 
In short, they both felt thf'y had one common 
interest, and pu11ing tbe rope, as Richard usrtl 
to say, hy the same end, tliry compassed 
many things ,vl1ich thry cannot do who pull it 
.at difforent ends. 

\Yith mind::; so qualified to make each otlwr's 
]wppinrss, a.ml so well di::-.po~cd to labonr 
diligently an<l contentedly to get tlteir living, 
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it may well be supposed that every useless ex-

11ense or extrnvagan~c was arnidcd; and they 

justly considered every luxury an<l superflnity 
as such. Erery shilling they had. \Yas \\ranting 

for tbe farm, and therefore e\·ery reasonable 

sa, ing gave them inr.reased means of accom­

lllishing their little plans. It sLouU be men­
tioned also, that it was principally in small 
things their management appeared, for they 

both knew what a dangerous fallacy it is to 

.;;uppose that this superfluity or that is of no 

consequencP., because the cost is trifling. Let 
ns tak,~ care of small matter~, an<l the large 

ones v1i1l take care of them;;elves. Kor was it 
a miser, but a prudent ancl extremely bcne­

rnlent man who said,-

A penny ~aved is two pence clear, 
A pin a day's a groat a year. 

It ,vas only thf' first day aftn U10ir marriage 

that Mrs. l\foc R0ady and Richard agreed that 

stiro.bout au<l. milk, or milk porridge_, or oc­

casionally potatoes a.ml milk, was a far better 

bren.kfo.st than tea, th011gh there were very fow 
of th0i r neigbboms who thought as they aid. 
Th0 reader, howc\"er. it is hoped. will not be at 
a loss to know which was rigl1t, more espe­
cially if he has ever cnlculn.totl the great 

cxpcn~c whieh attends tho use of this articlr. 
nnd th0 little real nonrishmcnt il gives to a 
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\.Votl i ng person, whether man or woman. X o: 
is it the actual cost which rnakes it the most 
e:xtrn\·agant way a person can spenll his money, 
next to tcltiske_lj. The time tliat is spent over 
tLe tca-tahlc is not only taken from better 
oec11pntions, but actnally mispent. Suppose, 
said ~\lrs. l\lac Ready, I were to sit down 
r0g111ur1y to rny tea, rn~rning ancl evening, even 
tl1ough Richard did not partake of it, ( except 
perhaps occasionally in the evening,) I shon1rl,. 
even in this way. consnme, say, a quarter of a. 
pound of tea i1,1 a week and a pound of sugar: 

· tlif' milk I hare in plenty; but to those who 
have not a cow, it wonld cost at least a penny 
every day ; that is, I sl10nld spend every week, 
in adnal motwy, for tea, J s. ud., sugar, 7d., 
l'l1ilk, 7d.-the whole making 2s. tld. every 
week, allll all for tliat which gives but little 
Dlmrishrnent to tl1e body: however, it may be­
said by many, as I have often heard it said, I 
shouhl lie lo;t but for the cnp of tea. .._\.nd if 
l adde<l to this cost, the time which is ·pent 
over tlic said cnp of tea. The time of Loiling 

· tlie kettle, making the tea, di inking it, and 
afkrward-; washing and putting by the ten 
things, sweeping up the tire-pluce1 and setting 
all to rights again; surely it can scarcely be 
recko11etl at less tban balf an hour at each 
meal: that is, said Richard, ( u.s tliey cheerfully 
and playfully talkcJ it over in the ereuing,) 
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c:rven homs a wePk; so tlic.t tbc account of 
tlw yrat's tea-drinking \Vill stand thus: 

'I\,a 3 18 0 
~ugur 1 10 4 
l\liJk l 10 4 

£G 18 8 
Brsidc:s, an hour each day comes to tbrc<J 
hundred and sixty-five in· the year, ·which 
make up tl1irty days, calculating sixteen hour.;; 
in a working day ; that is, equal to one month, 
and thns a twelfth part of the year is s1wnt in 
drinking tea. Can any one wonder that the 
cliihlren arc dirty, their clothes tattered, aml 
their parents poor, ·when tbe mother spcnJs 
one month ancl nearly seven pounds a year on 
tca-d rinking alone. 

I have often thought, said ?\ ancy, if that 
snm were to lrn employed in brewing a little 
good beer, it coulJ. lie done v,:ith much less 
cost, either of time or money, and a woman 
could thns have a gootl nou.rishing drink for 
her }111,;band every day. It is true, it would 
uot be fit for the young children who do not 
labonr; bnt neither do they get any share of 
the tea, so that it \Yonltl be no los3 to them. 
At 'i\Ir. ,\lfon1's there was a hrcw-honse, \\·here;) 
he made drink for his own table; n.nd as r h:icl 
an opportunity of Jcarnin!.; the \Yliolo process~ 
it astonished mo very rnHch to obsene how 
ea.~y it \•;oultl be, e\"cn for us, to brew a ] itile 



l--10 

for ourseh-es. Now, supposing n labouring 
man and his wife to sit down to dinner 
,wery Jay, with a good drink of beer before 
them, they will consume, say three pints at 
each meal. It ,vould be found at the end of 
the year not only more healthful drink, but 
much more nourishing. 

But surely, said. Richard, no one makes 
beer but the brewer. 

True, Richard; but I have often heard Mr. 
Alford. say, that when he was a boy he re­
members many a farmer lib~ you, who regu­
larly made his own drink : besides, the cost 
of the brewing Yesse]s is but little; for they 
consist merely of a large kettle, a tub for 
mashing the realt in, coolers, for which was11ing 
tubs would answer, a half-hogshead, with .one 
end tal.cn out, for a tun tub, and a couple of 
casks, of t,...-enty-onc gallons each. These, con­
ti1med Nancy, woulLl make up an ample sup­
J)ly of ,·cssels, and, if taken care of, may 
]a~t a rnan for bis ·whole life . 

. Vell, saicl H.ichard to his wifo, Nancy, 
yon spPak like a regular brewer, but Jet us 
now compare the {)Xpense. I think I can 
assist you to the prices of the malt and l1ops. 
I vvill allow three quarts a day, that is, one 
thousand and ninety-five quarts, or two hundreLl 
and scvcnty-fo11r ga1]ons, in the year. No,,,, 
tell me how much malt and hops will make 
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two lnml:lred and seventy-four gallons, and the 
thing is donr. 

Two lrntidrcJ. aml seventy-four gallons, said 
i\Irs. :\lac Ready, will be made out of 40 stone 
of malt, and l5ibs. of ho1><::, the formflr will 
cost (for the price varies,) about 6 10 0 
E1 ops • • • • • • • • • • I O 0 

£7 JO 0 
:Making the whole expense less than that of 
tl1e tP6., an<l. I grnnt you, said Richard, infi-
11it01y more profitable, for the grnins and barm 
will amply repay the labour and fuel, in feed­
ing; pigs \l\'ith the one, and making broad with tho 
other. A rnan who brews beer, said t\" ancy, al­
ways has it in his power to have good ale.like­
wisP, provided be can afford to drink a glass of it 
now arnl then, when a friend calls in to see him. 
"\V ell, K ancy. you huvo certainly the advan­
tage of 11.w, for 1 am quite ignorant of brewing. 
so }!'t mo hear yo•i explain the process. from 
the bcgi_nning: when you come out to tho 
fteld , I l1ope to be even with yon, for I supposo 
yon dont know much ahont fa:nning. 

Kay, replie1l X anoy gooll humo,uedly, yon 
nrnst not expect that 1 8110\llrl he able- to tell it 
to yon all at oncC'; bnl l have the wholo 
tliing writtrn ont from a paper wbich Mr .. 
AlforJ lent me to copy; and hen" it is, addecl 
she, goine; to her box, anll opening a smo.U 
pocket-hook · I shall rc~Ll it to yot\. 

\ 
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lnstructious Jot Breu·ing.-Tlw first tbing: 
to be considered on ~ctting about brewing, is, 
the qnulity of the malt and hops, both of which 
arc very easily. and therefore very frequently 
{1du1teratecl, so that the purchaser cannot he 
too careful in choosing them. \Vhen malt is 
good, it i$; full of flour, and it will be founcl 
~asily hitt,m asunder, and having a thin shell ; 
if it be hard and steely, the malt is bad: there 
i., both pule malt and brown malt, but the 
hest grain will always be found to be that 
whieh contnins the most flour. 

Hops ( which, you know, are the husks or 
seed part of the hop-vine,) differ much, both 
in size, colour, and form : however, it is not 
difficult to choose them of the best quality, for 
they should be clammy to the touch, of a fresh 
colour, something between green and yellow; 
the seeds not too large or hard_, and having a 
ively pleasaut ~mell. 

I have often thought, said Richard, of in­
qniring why l10p:- are put into beer. 

1\1~. Alford told me, said his ,Yife, they are 
r,sed for two re2sons; to give it a fine flavour, 
and to pi'cserve it. 

Kew hops arc therefore always preferable to · 
old, ~-hich are generally fonnd deficient in the 
lilttN quality. Beer then is made of malt. 
hop-:, ar:d \\·atcr; th'is last Ynust be soft. and, if 
t can he hatl fresh from a river or a brook. so 
Jiueh the better. hut on no account let it be 
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11ond, or even rain water, except it be just fallen. 
~upposea man wants to hrow twenty-one gallons 
of ale and twenty-one of small beer, the follow­
ing are the dir;ctions for these quantities, and 
the same course may be pursued by any person, 
accordillg to his proportion of liquor. The first 
thing wanting ,vill be a boiler, which shall con­
tain twenty-four gallons ; for though there are 
to be hut twenty-one gallons of small beer, 
there must be room for the hops, anp. to make 
allowance for the quantity of liquor that gooo 
off by the steam. Having filled the Loiler 
with water, and made it boi1, pour as much of 
it into the mashing-tub as you judge will be 
sufficient to soak the malt thoroughly ; which, 
according to the proportions already rncntion~d, 
must be capable of containing thirty-six gallons. 
This vessel is generally the shape of a looset, 
being wider at top than at bottom, though a 
large washing-tub answers very well, and hav­
ing either u brass cock or else a spigot and 
fosset in the side, near the bottom, for letting 
off the liquor occasionally~ Now then begi'l'ls 
t~e brewing. For tho quantities which we 
now suppose the .l'>rewer to be making, four 
stone of malt is to be allowed. T.bi-s is. put 
into the water ns soon as it is sufficiently 
cool ;* nnd to ascertain this po.int exn~ly 
is one of the niccf)t and most im1)ortunt 

• lf boiling water were poured on ilil'l m,llt, the lutter 
•.rnuld clot und hecome usoless . 



1mrlr, of brewing. According to an i.mtrnmr1it 
called a thermometer, \d1id1 :,1 r. Alford hatl 
in his brewlionsC', it shonlLl be of 170 degr0cs; 
but those who lwxc no tbNmorncter tdway:,; 
put in the malt us soon as tl1e stC'arn l1:1s :--o 
far subsirJed, that, hy stooping down and l,1ok-
1ng into the tnh, one c.:nn sec hi-; face cl(,arly in 
the water. \\' hen this is tl1e cac;c, the malt 
ruay be thro,;,;n in with sn.fot_y, and thr \\'110!0 

be stirred extremely \,·ell, with a stid-: l1u\·i11g 
two or three smaller sticks, eight or ten indics 
long, Cro!-ising the lo,Yor end of it, abont three 
inches asunder. These small cross-sti<..:ks ~orrn 
to search the malt, nnd separate it well in the 
stirring, or mushing as it is mote usually called: 
at tho encl of a quarter of an hour, tho boiler 
Laving been previously filled as first mentioned, 
and the ,vater boiled, there must be added to 
the malt in the mash-tub, o~ much water 0.5 

will make Hp thirty gallon-; in all, incbding 
ihe lukewarm water in wbicb it ·was fir:;t 
mixed . This is necessary for having hn'nty-one 
gallons of ale. for the grains \,·ill Roak 11p six 
gallons or more of water, and it is better to 
ham too mucl1 \,\'Ort ( a.::, the liqnor in this ~tat.e 
is called) than too little. \Yhen the proper 
quantity of water lrns been poured in, stir tbc 
malt ·well again, and, covering over tbc tnb 
with a tliit:k cloth, or sack, which will do 
equally well, let it ~tut.id for a couple of hotir'o. 
'l'he li<p10r must then hr drawn off from the 

" 
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mashing-tub into another vessel oalled the under­
hncket, by means of the ooek OJ.' foss~t before 
mentioned. 

As soon as the ale wort is drnwn off, the 
water must be put into the mashing tub for the 
small beer, which is next to be made frn1,.1 the 
same malt that s8rved for the ale ; but before 
entering on this subject, it is better to continue 
the process of making the ale. 

The next thing t•J be done now i3 to Jade ont 
the ale wort fro111 the unJer-bucket into the tun­
tuh, hy means of a large bowl-dish, with a han­
Jlc to it; and from the tun tuh it must be trnns­
forrrd to the boiler, as soon as tb•is latter is 
empty and ready to receive it; throw in a 
ponnfl and a half of hops, well rubbed and 
!:Separated as they are thrown in. and give all 
one good brisk boil for a full hoU!:- or more.­
This being done, the fire may b0 put Qut, as 
nothing now remains but to pour the li.quor 
through a coarse wicker baskd, which answers 
a~ a strainer, to separate the hops from it; when 
one vessel is filled, go to another, and so 011 until 
tho whole is poured off, taking care l1owever 
not to pnt less into one vessel than another that 
it may all cool equally. 

The ne"Xt stage of the liqnor is in the tun 
tub, into which it i.:; pourecl and set to work in 
a cool place, when it has cooled down to a gentle 
warmth. :i< The tun tub should be capaule of 

• .:\tore uccurately, the proper heat is iO degree!, 



holding t11irty-six gallons, anrl un old cask of tlw.t 
size which has the bee.cl off, anJ is sweet aml 

clean, will answer the pnrposc. Ifaving put the 

liquor into tbe vessel, half a pint of banu 

which has prcvionsly been Jllixed with a ~allon 

of the liquor, and a handful of wheaten or r.,·e 

flour, must be poureJ, ol' rather dashed in 

~trongly to the tun tub, foe 1iq11or then must 

jmmc<li::i.te1y be well stirred, lading it 11p 
aml then poul'ing it down again with the bo\vl­

dish, nntil the Larm be "nll ruixecl through it, 
'l'he tun tnh is now covere,1 oYer with a couple 

of sacks; it is 11eces;;ary however to mention, 
that in winter it is better to be placed in a 

warm situation, and t\YO or three saeks may Le 

wrapped ahout it if the \\-eathcr he \t•ry severe. 

ln abo11t t,wcnlv-{onr lwms the frothy hr::i.d, 
which will ]w\~e risen by tkgrcrs 1 1pon the 

liqnor, mnst IJe skimmNl off-in twelve liour:i 

more it slionld be again rrmoY~tl. and so on 

every t\Yclrn honrs as long a~ it contin11 e~ 

,.vorking;, bnt_ it grnero.lly eca:-: t':i after ci~ht. an,l 

forty hours. The beer (or n1", for it is of tl1 at ,Ye 
are now treating,) is H O\t· tinislwrl, and ,v lit' ll 

qnite cold may lHi pnt into the cnsks l,y a fmrn cl 

or tun -dish. Ilaving; iillr,l the cask, set it 

Jenning a little to one sit1e tlw.t, in cn.:-;c the 

Lrcr sl1011ltl work any mon'. il1c scllln niay How 

off freely; bnt let n~t a y ·person irnagiu·e that 
this s1,;um nwy llC' thro,Y11 a,,.·:-iy as llc-l1l:•::-:-,­

on tLe contr:.1ry, lH: l''~ is iim: l.HH!ll for lm:!i1d, 
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0nougli for tl large fomily nnd plenty to sc11 io 
the baker hcsiJc-s. Tho cn.i-ik sho11ld not lJ8' 
lmngC'd cl0\n1 for as long as the beer contimics 
to work, whid1 \Viti be about two or three dny~, 
ancl a few quarts should be reser\'ed for fillfng 
up as fast as the scum com,~s off. \Vben it is 
quite t1one, the cask may be set straight and a 
l1andfol of fresh hops ueing thrown in, and the 
vessel filled np completely foll, it may he 
bungP(l down, as close and tight as possib le, in 
order to exclude tbe air; indceJ it is quite nc .. 
ce,-sary to attend particularly to this, for if the 
uir g1,1::,; in. the cask gets moulJed anJ. tllen it 
is unlit for use. 

The ale being now finislH'd we proceed to 
speak of snrnE beer, for wliieh nearly the same 
proeec;s i., to he pnrsnccl; twenty-one gallons of 
\Yater being the quantity t1wt may be nsed with 
the malt before mentioned, aml acco"rding to 
tl:c same rn1Ps that have Leen already laid 
Jown, exc<'pt. that when it is c,were<l OY~r with 
sacks an<l lying in the 11rnsli Luli, it should be 
let to stand for only one hour instead of t\YO, 

\Ylieu goillg to boil the small beer wort, the 
5n.rnc l10p,s ma_y he usC'd ag;ain that servNl 
bcfcHc, an<l half a puuntl of frl'sh acldod to 
them. It is right n! ·o to <>x.plain tliat these 
two proccs~,!S may he canied on at tlio same 
time witl1011t intcrforiug with ea.ch 0U1N-for 
l1cg;innin~ with the ale lir,;t, that liquor will be 
hoilin<?; .i:1 the 1)uiler whe:1 VOLl urc read v t._, - " ., 
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use the maehing tub with your herr, and the­

n.lo will bu set to cool by the time you are 
ready to boil the small beer wort; then when it 
is time to put the latter to cool, although the 

ale is occupying the cooling vessel. .. , the mash­

ing tub, for which there is now no furtlier u:--e, 

being ·well cleaned, will answer the purpo~e, 

and the straining basket can be used with it 
in the samo manner a<, before. Beer rc­

(1uircs more barm to be used with it than alu 

-a pint anu. o. .calf will be just suflicient for 
the quantity for which tho rules have been 

laid down ; and it should he ouserved that 

small beer should be quite cold and not luke­

warm when put into the casks. - U ere 

Nancy conclucled her paper, and Richunl had 

no longer any objection to urge aguiust their 

making tho experiment. 
It id true this system which we ha,·e here 

endeavoured to explain, seems a very uitlicul t 
and laborious piece of work, but on making 

the expPrimcnt it will be founJ quite the re­

verse; thero seem to be a great many things to 

be done and a great expense to be incm red, 
but in anS\YCr to these questions we can say 
that, there is nothing to be done which any 
servant woman or decent tradesman or farmer's 
wife could not do; and that as for the expense, 

the money that is yearly laid out on tea anu 

whiskey woulu soon cover it. Every mun caJ1 

proportion the quantity of beer he 111.iy reL1uire 

• 1 

t . 

I 
I 

. 
I 

rl 



II 

1-!U 

to lirew, aml if he has no mind ta brew a1c, 
110 has only to go through the process of mash­
jog twice, as we have already described, and 

mixing the two worts, boil them together with 
the hops; in short, notbing is so r-.imple aud. 
eu.sy as brewii1g good table beer, when one sets 
cleverly ahont it. The quantity of wl,1ich we 
have dc~cribed the proce~s may be eac;ily breweLl 

in one day, by beginning early, say at four 
o'clock in the morning. 

Here tlien is wholesome strengthening drink 
for a labouring family-far better than whiskey 
in the puhlic-honse, which the wife ought not 
to share, or tea over the fire-side, of which the 

hnsband cannot partake. Nothing can be 
gaineJ. without trouble, but beer can be made 
at least without labo11r. 

\Ye have given tliis process in foll, as much 
because it enables the reader to judge of the 
domestic happiness which Richard now enjoyed, 
ns in the hope of inclctcing him to try and Lrew 
a little of this wholesome heveragc for himself; 

indeed it is a '"·ell known fact, as before men­
tioned, that formerly the practice prevailed 
\'ery generally. 

\Ye have alrc;idy mentioned the improvem0nt 
Richard nrn.l\e in liis fo.rm -yard, by the tank 
for collecting; the fertilizing juices of the staule 
und th;} d11ug;liil: I.Jut the snlJjcct of niannrc i!'I 
llO important that it <le~errcs a more <leiailed 

cx1llanation. In truth there was uo part of the 
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farmini!' econornv to vd1ich .1\Ir. Alford tauO'bt 
~ • 0 

him to give more attention, or which he found 
it more useful to recommend to his neigh hours, 
we shall therefore give at large his directions, as 
he wrote them down for Richard's guidance, 
assuring the reader, that he will be amply repaid 
for the perusal, ifhe follows the instructions tliey 
give. It is a preparation of treasure for the 
land, and a mine of wea1th to the cultivator. 

" Manure is a subject of the highest import­
ance for every one hilving land or a garden to 
attend to.-vVithout it no good crops al'f~ to be 
expected except the soil be of a very fertile na­
ture, and even then it will require to be re• 
plenished in some degree to keep it still in good 
condition. • It is usual to make up a heap or 
dunghil near the house or in the yard, where 
the materials from the stable, cow-house, and 
pig-stye, may be swept up together. 

" This business is often performed in a very 
slovenly manner, and much is wasted L_y the 
manure being left scattered about at the foot of 
the dunghil, and the heap not kept well pack­
ed up together, for tlie \Vind and rain tend very 
much to impoverish the quality of it, and there­
fore it should be as little exposed to the ,;,,·eather 
as possible; for this reason, when the wheelbar­
rows foll of fresh manure are brought to the 
dunghil, they should be thrown up on tho top 
and 5iLles of tho heap, in order that that which 
h of longest standing may still be kept 
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undermost, an<l. consequently the best protected 
from the weather. But in forming a d nnghil, 
there are many substances which may be mldeL{ 
to it very profitably besides the refuse from tlie 
stable, co\\·-shed, and pig-stye, by \Vhich not 
only the quantity but the quality may be im­
proved. In beginning to form a heap of ma· 
nure, it is very much to be recommended, to 
make, as a foundation for it, a layer of earth 
taken from some adjoining field or ditch where­
ever it can be best spared. This may be made 
about twelve oi: eig;hteen inches thick, and the 
dung being thrown on that, the fluid part will 
soak down into this bed of soil, instead of run­
ning oft: or forming foto stagnant pools at the 
foot of the heap. If the soil of the farm be 
stiff or tough, it will be very useful to the crops 
whether they are to be of potatoes, corn, or 
meudow ; to throw into the manure heap occa­
sionally some barrows of turf-mould if it can • 
he procured ; but even mere earth will be very 
beneficial if the other cannot be had, ancl the 
l1rap may be made up of alternate layers of 
!--Oil and clung; every thing about either the 
dweUing-house or the farm that can turn to 
account for the dnnghil ought to be thrown 
into the heap ;-soap-suds from the wa.shing­
tuh-pickle and brine, from meat or fish-blood 
and hair from the slaughter-house, all help 
m11ch to cnriGb the quality; and cablia~e leav0s, 
potnto-stal ks-in short every kind of refuse of 



Ycgcln.1J1cs ,d1ieh me n~nally thrown ont from u 

garden shonld he added; for the:-:.e, when well 

rotted, and mixed 11p ·with stnble manure make 

Yahwble athlitions to tlie dnnghil, and · 'vYonld 

only be ·wasted if not applied to tl1is u..,0.­

Tl1osc who live 1Jc>ar the ~ea shore, may like­

wise finJ many othN t!Jin~s w liich oun be u::.e­

fu!ly applied to the same pmposc. 8liells, 

( especially oyster-shell:,:,) when poundf'd make 

c:xcell<'nt manure, as also bones, and well rotted 

sea-\,-ecd, ancl even woollen rag,;, slrn\'ings of 

horns and hoofs, and soot, ,vill tnrn to account 

for tlic dunghil. Bones of all animals are 

11..;eful for the same pnrpoc:e; thoso of a dC'ad 

l10rse, for instance, cannot be hC'ttN applird, 

and should be brob;n as small as possible ,,ith 

n sledge or large hammer : sornC'iimes the~' aro 

too hard to be broken even in thi'I way, anJ 

wheu that is the ca"e they may fir-;t be made 

brittle l>y being half burned, tlwngb this shoultl 

never be tlouc but when ab::;olt1tely n<'cessarv, 

as they are not rcd..oned so good· for maim~·c 

afterwards. 
" l\J an urn may th0rcforc he diriJed into 

tl1ree dilforent ki,;tl~: the aniual, the vrg<'taLle, 

and the mineral, which mav b0 llSCd bv the 

farmer either separately or 1~ixeu togetli~~r.­

The first is the cleanings from ilic stable. cow­

shed, &c. togetht>r with !:-hells, bonr,;, blood, 

lrnir, and e,·cry kind of aninial r<'f11se or offal. 

The seco1J a ic.; derived from tlw rcfn~e of the 
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ganlcn an<1 fie1ds, and the last, or mineral n1f1-
nure, consists of lime or otbcr substances, dug or 
quarried out of the earth, and eillier spread raw 
on the ~rnirnd, or else previou~ly prepared by 
tire in a kiln. Limestone, gravc1, and clay may 
be used in eitber way, but especia1ly tbe latter, 
vYill be found hig1Jy uenefo:ial to some kinds of 
soil, when Lurnt in a kiln like lime. In pre­
paring vegetable manure, tho plants may either 
be hurnt to ashes, or rotted in heaps with a 
slight mixture of turf-moulci or clay with them. 

By pursuing this system, Richard ue,·er \Vas 
withont a good heap of manure for his farm, 
and thns wa8 0.1rn,Llcd t>vcry yenr to get produc­
tive crops from his b.nd, and yet still to preserve 
the ferlile natur~ of the soil. 

And hero it rnay be well to 111Pntion, a new 
method by ·w1.Jich Ri<.:lrnrJ. brought a piece of 
bad mossy pasture into good heart .-II e haJ. 
an old l1arro1,,v 011t, of wliich he took til e teeth, 
and put in their place a fe1,,, sharp coulters, not so 
long as to go deep into the ground, but s11ifici­
e11t to cut the surface, as the harrow was drawn 
over the fiel<l. The old sod being Uws loosen­
ed, was easily raked away by women who fol­
lowed the };arrow vvith rakes for that purpose, 
and on this fresh surface of the soil he sowed 
mixed quantities of clover and grass-seetl, which 
in the fol101,,ving year turned out good and pro­
filable pastnrP; ancl he thus obtained it with­
out all the <lelay and expense of the usual tedi­
ous method of lm•aking up the ground with 

1( 
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(he plon!.!:h. S~1 usrfnl a.re tbosr 'limple and 
rasy contrirnnres, ~..vlllch, hut for the influenco 
of pr1,jnc!ice, farmer~ would much oftener have 
recr ursc to. 

M uc R cady had not been long a brewer till 
he became a baker also; and for this know• 
ledge also he was indebted to his wife, who, 
1'00n after their marriagC", induced her lms­
liancl 1.o hnild a small oven on one siJe of the 
litchen fire. It lias IJeen well said, that 
e,·er.v woman ought to know how to make 
brC"au, especially us it is so very simple a pro• 
ces!S; but how essentially necessary is it for 
lier, who has to provide breakfast and supper 
for a harJ working husband and hungry chil­
dren: eating and drinking, (to those \Y110 can 
nfford it,) must come runnel at lfiast twice a 
day; a11•d it is surely a woman'c, duty to make 
the week's earninga go as far as possible towarrls 
Jirocuring thf'se menls, not alone aLundant in 
quantity, but also of tlie best quality; and she 
who will only boil a pot of potatoes, "-hen she 
conJd, hy a liitJe cleverness, give h<?r family 
so nmcL. more nourishing food, liy. baking goo<l 
Joarcs of brea,l, wliir.:h is on tiio whole lc~s 
<:xpcnsivc, is surely deficient in one import• 
unt point in a. wifo-·willing, active indus­
tr.v; -tlie woman wl10 can merely dawdle 
about witli a. l,uck:ct and broom, and tl:e po­
tato pot, i · 1Jot (1f rnutli assistanr.:e to her hus~ 
liatid. or of n111d1 rn,e lo lier c:hildrC"n; for unv 
<Ii,€' : li<1t ha., t\Yo hand· con Id do th,,t nrn.-11. • 
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~o thouglit 1\Jac Rea<ly, as he snw his O\,·n 

iud.nstrion"', clever wif0, attending to every 
thing that concerncJ the frugal mann.gemen t of 
his property. \Ye sLall therefore proceed to 
give her directions for baking, as she gave tlrnm 
to one of her a~quaintances v;J10 wi.,bed for t}1e 
infoimation. When a bushel of meal or flour, 
which contains 60lbs. is to be baked, put it 
into a large clean tub, make a deep l10lc in the 
middle of it, and having mixe<l a pint of good 
fresh barm, with the same qnantity of luke­
warm soft water, pour it into the bole in the 
meal; then ·with a spoon work- it round and 
round, until by d<'grees you have thrown in as­
much of the flour or meal as will Lring it to 
the consistence of thin batter, and continue 
after this to stir it for a minu t-e or two; a couple 
of handfnlls shonld then be tl1rown ovrr the 
hole, and the tub covered up vvith a large cloth 
and left to starnl in a warm situa1ion, until yon 
perceive that the Larm bas risen cnou;h to 
make cracks in the surface; now is the time 
for making it into dough, v,1 hich should be done 
gradually but tboroughly, throv.-ing in from 
time to time a littic luke-warm, soft water. 
Before this part of the process, however, is com­
pleted, salt mnst l,e strewed ovrr the surface of 
the meal at the rate of l1aJ f a pomid to a bushel ; 
and when you ha.Ye got the \vhole sufficiently 
moistened, it must be well kneaded; this is a 
most essential part of the process, for if the 
dough be not wen workf'c.1, thPre \Yill be liltle-

1• ') 
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ronnl11umps of flour in the loavrs. and LPsitir. , flie origin:i! lmtL<'r wliich is to give fernienta­tinn to tlic \\ liol<', ,,.,jj] not be tlnly mixed.- , The don~l1 m11~t therefore be right well kncad­ed-tlH' fats must go into it-it must be rollcJ O\ t>r, pressed out, folded 11p and prcssPd out :iguiu, 11ntil it be complf'teJy mixed and formed into a stiff and tongh dongl1; it is hard Iabonr at the time, u11t it is a task for which the rt'-1wymrnt is vrry ample. \Yhen the dough i--: made, it is to he formed into a large lump i11 1hc middle of the trongh, and with a little tlour tliinly scatl<'l'f,fl O\N. it is to be covered up ·with a doth and left to lie for about hYe11ty rninntt>s. 
• 

1n the mra11 wliile, the oven is to be heatccl­notbing l,111. expPriencP will teach a person tn, 11ntl1'r~!c1nll WC'IJ tlie maungement of an orpn; lint this mudi may Le said Ly way of rnlr., if yom orcn he a IJ!'ick one. a goort smart fire of wood or forzc• onght fo lieut it snfllciently iu the twrnt\· llJi1J1Jtl'S before meniionrJ; the fire must th01\ he tl1row11 ont, the oven cleaned. rrml nt nearlv tbP. s,t111r minute take the dong-h ont of tlic tu·l,. divide it iuto pieces for separate , lom·cs, aud rnal,0 iL nj> into the proper forms, keeping tlie l,oard or table on which yon are nwkillg it. up. w,,JI d11st(•d witb meal to prevent tliC' c!o11gl1 from sticking to it; the Ioar('s sbonld lie p11t intu tlie oreu as <p1ickly as pos~ilile after tl1C'v an, funned, and when in, the 0vcn door slw.uld Le :-;hut do:-:e; iu about t\\ o hours they 
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will be bakrJ-hut in onl0rto satisfy anxiety or 
curiosity about them, the door may l>o occa--ion­
ully opened cantiously, to aliow you to look in. 

Baking breRd is one of the c1ca11est occnpn.­
tions tha.t can Le; l10re is no rnbhish, no littfr, 
110 slop, such as tbc washing, au<l. scraping, 
and paring of potatoes matrn - with the cottagP. 
always in a litter, the ·wife's liauds wet and 
dirty, and the children eating food so much 
less nourishing than bread. 

It \Yas always one of Richard's maxims, 
that a man blessed by ProvidP-ncc, should show 
his gratitude, by making himself as nsefol to his 
follow creatures as possible. " I know how 
much I ha\e been indebted to example, anrl 
therefore I ought surely to benefit others in 
the sarne way.'' This was, indeed, amongst 
the many usefol lessons which had been in­
stilled into his mind, under the care antl guid­
ance of the good ~Ir. Alford; and vvith this 
motive, he walked clown one evening; to Torn 
Rafferty's cottage. thinking he conld give him 
!-omc useful advic,'. ahout c::ital.Jlishing spinuing­
v,hce1s in his family. 

Torn ·was an irnncst, ha.rel working man 
l1imsclf, and was employed by him as ]1<,nl 
and plouglmrnn, at low wages, and the 1tsllal 
allowance, for J)Otatocs, manure, seeds, and 
other benefits, for his little plot of ground; 
11is wife, however, was neitlwr s0 active nor 
iso indn<-trious a~ Tom himsclf,-aucl rnauy a 
time it made Riehard sorry eno11;h, to sec the i, :i 
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wife and dnu~iit0r 11itting idle at hotne, whiJ-;L Torn himself was blinnring harJ abroad. 'Tis trnP, J enn_v Hafferts wJ.s a rl.C'cent, honest worou11,--kept her p ·ace neat enough, and sent her ch:ldrcn to school; hut a ,,·oman can <lo 
a1l Hwt VPry well, anJ haYe plent.\· of spare limo be-side-;: and thou 0 ·b it certainly i-. a matter ::, . uf great importanc(~ to send children to school, (and parents ma.)· well be thankful, when they J1ave a school to put them to, )-yet it is also absolutely necessary to make them industrious. 

Richard fonnd .Jenny llcdferty at home, anu. soon found means to make the conversation t1frn upon the subject lie had in \'iew.-'· Knitting and spinning, (said lH'.) arc highly useful: for tliC'y are always rcaJ.v at hand, can he done in any weather, and taken up at any spare mi­nute, hy either girls or boys.'' " I never saw boys either knitting or spinning, (said Jenny,) ~'Ire that's much fitter work for girls." "Fitter, certainly; (said l\Iac Ready,) but I don't see what's to prevent a boy from being as clever at both •as a girl : and surely, if their earnings were ever so small, it would be Letter to employ tb<'ir time in thii3 way, _than to let thorn spend it in doing nothing." " The profit of ~piuning i,, so smu!I, (said Jenny,) that !ndeed I never con ld sec rnuc11 good com<' of it,-I got very little more for the yarn I ~pun, than I paid for t!ie fiax at first.'' " It is true, (saiJ Richard,) 
yo;i will 11ot, get a great ucal more; but still it i" a great mistake to suppose, that spinuing 
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will bring iu but a trifling prolit t·o a family 

after all, for though you don't get m11ch by it, 

1 reckon it to be a great advanbge to a poor 

J)erson to gc.t even a little-and here is exactly 

the profit you will have: one pound of hackled 

flax, fit for two dozen of yarn, can be bought 

for six-pence; a -pretty good spinner will spin 

that 1Jmrnd of tlax into two hanks of yarn in 

two clays, and those two hanks will sell for 

eleven pence; ,vhich gives the spinner a profit 

of two pence halfpenny per clay, or one shilling 

and three pence a week of six days; and with 

this consideration too, that it is sold for ready 

money, an advantage thnt is not to be ove; • 

looked by either poor or rich. Now, if your 

husband's earnings are, as you have often told 

me, sufficient fo1· tho support of his family, 

think what a nice little sum of money vou 

would be able to lay up, either aga:n~t si;k~egs 

nr the failure of your crops, or for buying winter 

clothing for the children ; bnt more especially 

is it neccs~ary, as 1 said before, for a time of 

sickness-it is that which reduces a voor family 

more tban o.uy thing else-the we;•k's earn­

ings tlwn all go in medicine and other things 

necc<:sary for them-and if the husbanJ him­

self foll; sick, wlrnt is to become of his family? 

.._ -ow iifteen pence per week comes to five s1~i1-

lings a month, and make~ three pounds at the 

end of tho ycnr ; ancl this, remember, is from 

the earning~ of orie person only; RO t1iat if you 

l1u(l another w lwel in tirn house, at which your 

C. 
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dm1gbter, :\Ja,y, or the other cl1il.!rc•1J in t.l1<·ir turn co:dd work, rou mi~dlt lm\ r~ t<'n ,Lii1i11g-~ a month, or ::-ix po;,nd-, a :,:('ar ean)(>d. iustead ~if three pounds, and so on, in proporti on to the mimber of Yo11r familv or tho 1rnml1er of wheels I ' " . you Prnp oy. 
'' l\l ,, lm:bnnd mid ehiJllrrn nr0 all. thank Gorl, \'.cry hcalt/1y; (said 1\ir~. tb.tforf\·.) we l1avc n<.'\;r hat1 a ;la,·'s !--idi:ne.,s yet.- I ~·1t the Jitti0 ones vaccinntc,i, '-O that th~rc is no <langer of the mall pox ; tb0y took the hooping-cough very lhd1t, and the measles lime not come am~ngst us yet." "Xow, then, (said Rich­ard,) is your time for saving money; and it appears to me, ihnt with the assi~iance of Mary ancl yom four younger childrPn, you mig-ht be able to kerp two ·wheels going besides your own, which, \\'ith the ready sale you can ham for your yarn, will bring y;u in a' weekly sn,n of three shillin!!'s and nine nene<'. It would " 

l be morf' pro1itab1e still to you, if you could grow yonr own flax. and H·itb tlrn J iecc of f;_'l'orind 1'0111 has, I tliink he might do so-a1Jtl then indeed _your cliildr<'n woula ~pin to nd­Yantngc; Jay out thi& snm in b.,yinµ: Jood und decent clothes for :ro11r Jittlc fa111ifr, and no one's children in the neighbourboo·tl will l>c vbl0 to make a more TC''ipcctal,1e appf'arnnc,~. nut if Yonr circumstanee~ s11ould enable Yon to foy {,p two :,;}Jil!i11gs and six 7,cncc \\'f'(;kly in the ~m iugc; Ba1Jk, v,diy in tlie cour~e or a fev.• y!;ars, yon wo11ld lul\'e almo;-; t ll. forttrnc• 
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at com11mnd. The work of hY-o spinner~ 

,rnulJ com~ with interest in seven years to 1-ifty 

pounus, and at the end of twenty years to one 

Jmndred and eighty 11ound,-." " Oh, you must 

make a mistake, (replied Jenny,) sure no one 

but l\Ir. Alford could have such a loa<l of 

money as that-or, perhaps, (added she,) you 

,want to persuade me to follow your advice, 

and so make it ont such a· fine''-" Jenny, 

(said l\lac Ready, ,vith seriousness,) I do 

wish you to take my advice, but I am incapa­

ble of telling you a lie even in jest- for I know 

that all liars have their portion in the lake that 

burneth for ever.-So think of what I have 

~aid, and remember, that God,s blessing i;; 

with the industrious. I have got some very 

good seed of which he shall l1ave share with 

pleasure ; and after the first year he will be 

able to save his own, for it is quite a mistake 

to suppose, that the saving of the seed injurei. 

the t1ax. I would always recommencl you to 

get it rnill-scutchcd, insteacl of cloving it ac­

cording to the common practice; for mill-scutch­

cd flax is of a much better quality, aud 

will bring a considerably higher price than that 

done in the ordinary practice-it will yield 

much more hackled flax to the stone, and the 

tow is also of g;rPater value : one nrnson for 

which is, that the drying over a. fire, wbich is 

necessary to prepare the tiax for cloving, injures 

it in 511ch a way that it is never afterwards re­

coYercd." 
h. 5 
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It wa., rather an extraorllinary coinciucnc<?, that Ricl1arJ, within a few days after he had l1<>ld this conv0rsation with J cnny Rafferty, shoul,l ha,;c obtai11rd a great deal of informa­tion on the vcr.v suhjcct of the cultivation of fL.tx, :1nd also from the best sowers. The Linen J3onr,l of Ireland liad for a long ti1n.~ rP.­rnarkcd, tl1P igr,rmint mod1)s in which this plaut is cnlLirntPii ,t!H{ prP-p:.i.rcd for Uie manufacturer j,, sevNa] pm·b or' li·elund; and as thQy ncvel' ldt nny llll'ans u1t1ri,•d whicl1 could benefit tliat IJr;uich uf tratle, iL strndc them that tli0 best way of intro•lncing a Letter system i11to tlic couotry, ,nrnld be, to bring a c<mple of int1 1lli~t:nt a 1d cxpericncP-d flax grower.; from IJolland, ,vhere the prople arc so fam:-iu.;; for tlH~ir li1wn-;_ in order that they miglit in­struct our Ct)1111f.rn,1e11. 'I'lie two D11tchmen 
\\'Nt' at this ven: time travellin°· tbrow.rJ, the ' • ' 0 W ~ r;011ntry. in compan,\- witb the Agent of the -Lin0n B ,arcl, and lrni·in,r ha<l Jetter,, to i\I r. ' 0 Al ford, tliat gentleman had sent t!te1u O\'Cr io Hiclrnrd, well knowing that no on~ was so compctrnt to tak<' their insLrnctions, or more : nxions for improrcmcnt in the ol<l sy~tcrn.­Hiclw.rd \\·a.-., sittinrr at liis hrNtkfo.st when he c> 

saw those persons coming towards his cottnge, und a, :\fr. Alford's name wn~ n suHieient in­troduction, it rnuy w~ll h,, ~IIJ>p .>se1l that nu tims rlela_yed their enteri1Jg upon tbe topic \\·hich sn nmcli inte,·e!'itcd them all; th~ in pee-· tor actt.d ns interrret0r, and thn5 Richard \V'n.s 
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c1iuhl~d to gather a very su.tisfactory statomont 

of the mode 1m1ctised in Holland. 

After breakfast they walked abroad together, 

and. as it was now the latter encl of the flax. 

liurvest, they passed by several pln.ccc:; where a 

1argc qnuntity was laid ont in a field after steep­

iug; they took up the plants: ri;1J. seeing the 

seed vessels quite green and unripe, they lifted 

11p their 0ycs in a'ltonishmcnt, n.t tbr ignorance 

ihu.t appeared to prernil. " \Y c s_\VE our own 

i-:eeJ, (said they) and as it is ,vell prrpare1l, we 

always find a rracly market for it." "Snpposc, 

then, (saiJ. Richard,) you wo11ltl have tli~ 

ki11dne'-s to c-xp1ain to me your mode of treating 

yonr tlax.-1 know \\'<' might improve onrs, and 

I promise fa.ithfu11y, to give your~ a fair tri~l 

n£'xt year, and if it answNs, depend on my 

exertions to mu.kc it kno..,Yn among my neigh­

bour»." A 1nng: and interesting conversation 

here fo11owrd thron!!;h the inspector, in the 

course of which Riclrnnl acquireLl a grN1.t deal 

of valuub1c information, n.rnl ~o ohvions ap­

peared the improveme:1ts wl1ich the~e fon,ig;n­

ers rerormnenJcd~ that it only a:;;tonishPd liirn 

they should hav0 rernaineu so lot1g untnown in 

this country. Tlw iustrnclions, howeYN, wNe 

the same. ·which follow in a more conncctecl 

form, the Linen Board of lreland ha.vine: had 

them drawn up by their own inspector: anll 

circulated throngh the- fia:x. grower;:; in the 

country ·-
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" 0BSERV.1Tross ox '1'111: TREAT:-.JEXT OF FLAX 
1 X nm 1"" ET HE RLAN OS. 

u Soil.-The ~oil preforred by the cultivators of Flax in the K ethcrlands, is a deep loamy clay, or what they term fat land, free from weeds. anJ. capable of giving w1rnat, which is, h1 almost every case, the previous crop : it is, l10wcver, a general practice in that country, 11evcr to sow .Flax out in rich, good ground. " Preparahon qf the Soz'I.-Thc mode usu­ally followed in the N ethrrlands of preparing ground for Flax, if from wheat-stubble, (the general prci ious crop,) is, after rraping, to have it immediate~r lightly ploughed, and Jet it lie in fallow until tlic ensuing !:ipring, when it is again Hg!ttly plou;;hed, preparatory to the sowing of the seed. 
" Sowz'ng-vVith r0.~pect to the seed sown in Holland and Zealand, iL is invariably either Riga, or home srr/)ed, none other being nse<l: the latter is sown for two, sometimes for three !',Casons, in s11cccssion, never longer, antl at the end of that time, Higa seed is again so,,·n; lint some of the rich and j11dicio11s tlax farmers, <•ver5· year, sow a small parcel of Riga serd, so as to keep up a coustant succession of fresh. \YhC'u selecting serd for sowing, either of Higa or 11onw sm ,,J, the mnst srnrpulous attention i.-; paitl to proc11re it of tile Lest and cle;anrst J,irlll. A:, to t!ie quantity sown in any given :)ortion of ground, mud1 de1iends on Lhe qualit.v-
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of' the .:;oil. and the ag;e of the secJ, which 
e.iperieJl(·e atone can drtennine; cornparin~ 
1Leir measurement with tbe English and 1 rish 
acre; the quantity sown 110\\'f'Ver hears a due 
proporlion to that of Rig~, seed usually sown 
in Englan1l and Ireland. The time of sowing 
i-; g;encra.lly bet\,veen the end of March ancl 
tho mirldle of April. 

"Puiling.-In the ~cthcrhr:ds, and in 
France, flax i8 ahvays allowed to arrive at ma­
turit:v, and is neve> }Jlll

1led, particularly in 
I loll and and Zealand, until tl10 seed 'is per­
Ject('!/ormec!, and tlte capsule brou:u and lwrd, 
~n as to ue easi(IJ disengagedji·om t!te stalk; 
v;hcn in that state, it is pulled, and at once 
made into small slteares, vvliich arc placeJ in 
stooks of eigM to tlw stook; the root ends 
on the gronnd, projecting, and the heads 
meeting at the top in such a manner as to pre­
sent the entire of them to the air; in this way 
it remains c:ght, ten, and sometimes fourteen 
days, according to the stfltc of the weather; 
should occa:-ional rain fall <lnring this time, it 
j.; consitlcred of great scr\'icc, to wa~h off tbo 
impurities and withcrC'd leaves that attach to 
tlie plant when ripening. 

" R1j1pling.-\Yhen the flax is snfficiently 
dried, it is carried to the burn, anJ. the process 
of taking 0ff the serd immediately commet1ces; 
tlii~ operation in the X ethcrlanc.ls i.:; cliieHy 
d une liy rippll':;, or iron pills, about six.teen 
inches lou~, and one inch :i<1uarc ut ~he IJolto111, 
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graJually narrowing to the top, a!1d fvnnctl 
into s<1uares; the pins are fastenerl iu a block 
of timber, abore four inches thick, eighteen 
inches wide, and made in th 0 form of an o,·ta­
!!;On, tlie 11pper part sloped off, so as to let the 
lJoles rnn down t0 the floor ; tho:-e pins are set 
at ubont a quarter of an inch a~unJPr, tl1irty of 
them in each block, which is fa~tenetl by 
mean;, of two stap1eH and ,, ed6Ps, to a tw~- _ 
inch plank1 that rests on trestle:-; of n snfncient 
height for gTo,vn porsons to sit on whilst rip­
pling; two 11:-:uully work at the same ripple, 
sitting opposite each other, and drawing tlie 
flax alternately tlirou6h tli<' teeth. D11ring tbi~ 
})rocess, great rare is takrn not to !rt it slip 
tbrough the hands, so as to entangle the root 
ends, which in eve,:,; process arc kept ac, ecen 
fls possible. \YJ1en the seed is di..;cliargc<l, the 
ffox is again made into small sheaves, and, in 
evr,:,11·11stance, IJotrnd together by plat!ed cords, 
made of stron~ rushes~ that wuall_y la:;; t for 
:years. au<l are cnrefolly pnt up from onr! senc:on 
to another; wh en the entire quantity of flax 
preparrd for rippling l1as untlcrgune tlwt oprra­
tion, the boles arc immediately run tlH011gh a . 
Hry coarse screen, sHfiiciPntl_v open to admit 
every· pnrtielc of wa. te or <lirt, to pas~ throngh, 
so that they remain free of all impurities. The 
\.Yaste clischarU'ell in this m:intwr i~ 11,;;ed by 0 

• bakers in liNtting ovens, auJ th~ hole. hy lJf'ing 
thus cleanrd, !'t!nrnim safo, and the <;ectl en.n 
be 1 cpt for any time rcquirc,l. 1,'ho modu 





nrnst upprovcd of for takiug tlie seed from tho 
Lole, is to thrn.sli it, wbicli is done by a flail, 
tho handle of whieh is similar to a· common 
one, hut the u;ot·king pad is not more than 
lrn.lf the 1i.~1rnl kngth, about four inehes dia­
meter; the lwtls, after the seed is discharged, 
arc sold at the rate of two-pence the sack, for 
feeding cattle in the winter; thc>y are chiefly 
bought by Brabant farmers, wl10 mix them 
with various other vegetables and carrots, 
which tlrny grow \Yith tb0ir flax, in ground 
sniLable; in Brabant particularly, numerous 
fields, may be seen, with flax standing to dry, 
and the peasantry weedi11g carrots that haJ. 
grown "vith it, and which appeared in a pros­perous state. 

'· Steeping.-Tliis process, being the mo~t 
important one which flax undergoes, and on 
which its ndue in a great measure depends, 
claims the most serious attention. In general' 
the steeping pools in Holland are similar to 
what are known in Ireland as trenches of 
\Yater to draill a11J divide low grounds, such as 
abound in various parts of the South and \Ve ·t 
l)rovinces 1iartic:ilar]y, where the soil is hest 
~11iicll for the growth of fiax, and most like 
that of Holland and Zealand. Those trenches, 
in the summer months, are grown over with 
light grass and weeds, , -bich arc cut a littln 
licforo steeping time, from tho eclges of tlie 
lwnk only_. leaving the middle of the trench 
umli~L11rlwd. Prnrions to steeping-, a sod or 
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nrnd Lank is thrown across each end of lhn.t 
portion of the trench required, which i.., seldom 
more than sixty to e:ghty yards long. 1n rnakin6 those banks, tho mud for a distance of eleven to 
twelrn fef'{ from each end, is drawn with iron 
scrapers from the bottom auJ. miJ<llc of the 
trench, awl sloped against each of them, leav­
ing a space of vvater free from weeds an<l mud, 
sufficient to put in a set of sheaves, and admit 
of a pool eight to ten feet between the cross­
bank and la;;;t layer of flax. The steeping­
pool being tb us prepared, a hundlc of sheaves 
is opened, and eight of them laid in witli small 
light forks, with which they arc as regular('! 
J>1aced, as if laid with a line, oach shenf being 
1mt down with the root end towards the cross 
Lank, and the top <'ntl towards the bottom of 
the pool; when the first layer is down, a se­
cond and third set of eight slwavcs are put in, 
the root end of every layer meeting the band,)· oJ the former one, and all placed i11 an ob­
Jiq,ic direction. \Yhen three lr~ljers, or tweuty­
four sheaves, (which is alwr~t;s t/te 1wmber put 
in ut a time,) arc laid, thf\ i>Lr.epcrs, wlrn me 
provided with 1,crnpcrs and forks, druw from 
the bottom of tbe trench, mud, slime, weeds, 
0·c. c5·c. just n~ it comes to hand, and this 
they place, to the thickness of six to eight 
inches, on the fla:x, lenri1w onll/ a..; muc/2 o/ n . 
the tast layer uncovered, a-. may lw s1diicient 
io receivo tho first la.vor of, the next, null for 
\\-hich room is ma<le Ly the removal of the mud, 
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slime, &c. used as a covering for the formf'r 
layer. In laying on the mud, great care is 
taken to plaister it to1cther, and so combine it 
as to exclude the air arnl light completely from 
the flax.* The f'ntire quantity being thns 
placed in the pool, nothing a:ppcars but a sur­
face of mncl. 

The next operation is to throw from that 
part of tbe trenc!t not wanted, a sufiiei.ent 
quantity of water to cornr the entire mass 
io the depth of six to eight inchcs .-'l'his 
business is perfonnetl by means of a tri­
angle made of slight pole.._, placed across 
the trench near one of the banks; from the 
center of the triangle is suspended. hy a slight 
cord, a shute or oblong box capable of con­
taining about fhe to six gallons, and which lies 
a small depth in the wafrr; to the slrnte is at­
tached a 1ong handl0, with which the steeper 
works it, and so throws the water into a cut 
made in one corner of the cross bank, by which 
it is conveyed ovn the rnutl; v.rben thi~ is done, 
the flux remains from ~ix to thirteen days, ac­
cording to it.;; quality, the temperature of the 
weather, an1l in som0 cases the propertie!'i of 
the water and nmu. l tis bcrc ncce--sary to oh­
:;ervc, that foe fiax grov,-ers in the ~ ethe-rlands 

• Only one set of layers of sbeaye,; in deptb i,; put. in 
.:>Heh stet>piu~ pool at a time, it hei11~ fo11111I in_jurio11i- to 
the flux. to lot the <lischarge of mucnuge from one pnrcrl 
blend with n.nuther. About 'one foot of \Ytlter is iu thu puol 
when ti.le !lox is laid in. 



car0fo1ly wa:,el1 the fla::.: <luring the Fircpin~ pro­
ccsi;, particnlar1y after th0 fifth dn_Y, vYl1eu they 
once in eve,y tu.:en~l/~/Ol'r hours ta/te 011t a she1;/ 
t,/'i/lz a fork. mul e.wmine ii: ?f not s1~//hicnt~I/ 
sfrrped, it 1:~ Cf'trq/tt!ly replaced muL COl'aed. 
\\'hen 1hc fh1x is found snfrieirntly :-tccpcd, it 
i-; drawn out with great care by forks, begin­
lling with the ,:heaf~ la:-t laid in, one sheafonly 
heit1g taken Ollt at a time, which is t11rnc<l. over 
into the watc>r to disengage the mud from it, 
when it is grntly waslwd. in tlic pool, aod ldt 
at the en<l of t!J<' cross bank for that purpose; 
after ,,;a•,d1ing, it is laid in rows hy the side of 
tbc pool to drain, from wliich it is spread on 
the gra:;s, v. here it remains until the cultivator 
finds it read,v .for /;,·eaking; for this process, 
there is no <letined time, every farmer judging 
for himself when his flax should be raised; but 
it is tl1P uniform practice, to grass all flax 
after strf'ping; no regard whatPver is paid to 
the sitnat10n of the steeping pools as to aspect; 
th<'y lie in every dirl·etion; nor docs it appPat· 
to Le of nn.v moment, in consequence of tiie 
foLal e.rc/11,,io11 q/ the light mu! air hy the 
cocerfng r!f mud, f\•e. \"Vlicn rc1no\ in!!; the 
flax from tlic fi,,JJ. to tlic barn, or stor<', it is 
,waiu made into small shcal'es ucarly of au 0 

• ~<p1al size, twelu uf vd1ich are lionud togcllu,r 
sin1ilarly to what tl,ey v\ ere when going to lie 
S teCJH'll. 

"1\'11tr.-~:o p('r:011~ ~IPPping- their flax in 1hf' mnnner <lP:rcnhed Ill thi~ I' ' per, ,Yi/I he s11l!ject to nny of the P"ll11!~ fje,; 1;1mc:kd hy law rn l"l'~ped of thii slt'cpilli: of flux.'' 
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" D,;yiilg.-Shou1tl the flux v..rhicl1 has been 
rui~e<l from the grass be found partiaIJy db.mp, 
whjch often liappens in liolland, it i" dried, or 
rntl1er aired, 011 ,vbat is called a kiln, but 
which is merely a brick Luilding in an open 
!-pace, i,hont h•,elve feet lollg, ,, ith a slight 
l>rick vvall in the center, and projecting ,,.·alls 
nt each end, about three and a half feet deep. 
'l'he fire pit, vd1ich runs the length of the entire 
lmilding, is from two to tbree feet under the 
surface of the gro11nd; the fuel is always the 
shovrs and otber waste that drop in scutching, 
~d1ich is k(,pt continually stirring, so as to 

thro,..,. a regular and gentle heat to every part 
of the plant, wb1ch lies across strong rods that 
rest on each rnd of tlic projecting walls; when 
tlie flax can be e!C'nnccl ,vithout thi,; process: it 
is so dont>; but when nrcessary, it is performed 
,.,·ith the greaici-t care ; immediately after the 
liax is suiiicicHtly aired, it is put in a small 
building, air-tight, where it remains until it 
cools: putting fiax in tliis building after airing:, 
is, what ga\·p rise to the idea of its being stoved 
in llolla1Jd previous to clcirniug, but from the 
clo.scst €'nq11iry it <loes not appear, t11at such a 
practice crcr existed.:• 

Tbc fo1lo\,·ing <lay, Richard walked orer to 
1\lr. Alford, tn a. k bis opinion of the dime~ 
tions gi\cn by the Dutchmen; he found him, 
howercr, already acquainted \\'ith the details, 
ancl most anxious to set tllem forward amongst 
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his neighbour!!. " I have spoken," !;A.id h0, 
" to the most sensible men on the subject, and 
find them all of the same opinion. My design 
therefore, is, ( continued he,) to offer small 
premiums to such of my tenants as will follovY 
these instructions, and, as the Linen Board, 
)1ave themselves, o:frered a premium of 4s. per 
barrel for sound seed, I slion] d hope they will 
find it their interest, to leave off this old and 
slovenly ruode of cultivating this most useful 
plant : Read the following !iberal encourage­
ment,'' said Mr. Alford to Richanl, "and say 
if we are not without excuse, if we refuse to 
profit by it.'' -

" A sum not exceeding £2,000 will be grant­
ed towards promoting the saving of flaxseed in 
lre]aud, from ihe crop of flax to be grown in 
tbe year 1823. 

".The said c;um of ,£2,000 will bf' distribut0d 
after the rate of 4s. for every barrel or sack 
containing not les~ than four \Yinchester bushels 
of sound seed saved, which vvill be paid ou the 
Inspector's certificate of the quantity, who 
wili also stamp the casks or sacb which may 
contain the same, in like manner as ca~ks or 
!-acks containing imported seed are stamped, 
and tl:at the flax has been rippled and steeped 
after ibe manner described in this document.­
No claim to be received after the 1st day of 
December. 1823; and if the claims shall ex­
ceed the sum of £2,000, a rateable deduction 
will be made from eaeh of the clairn5. 
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"This bou11ty is intended to <lra\,\' the ~t ­
tention nf the growers of flax to the athantagE!:,; 
of looking to the seed as /J part of the crop, 
like the sceu of any otber vegctabtc they sow. 

" The general calculation iu the countries 
where see<l is so considered, shows, that land, 
the size of our plantation acre, is expected to 
produce 5 barrels of good seed, each barn,] cor:­
taining 4 bushels. The profit then of an Irish 
acre, from the seed alone, may be thus culcu-

· latcd :-
Estimating seed to sell 8s. p<•r 

bushel, £8 0 0 
Prcrni1trn, t 0 0 

£9 0 () 

all which is within the farmer's grasp, and li~c: 
not, except in a few instance:;;, Her been rf'­
ceivetl by him, or tnl.en into the aceount of the 
profits of his farm. 

" You may depend, Sir," said Ri.::banl, 
~' that they shall 11ot \\ ant an exarnp:c, for I 
am resolved to follovv tlie in:-tructions of the 
Linen Board, to the letter; and perhaps if it i:. 
seen that they thrive ,,·ith rne, it will be bett('r 
than a thous~nd lecttH<'S on the subject." ·" I 
l1ave no doubt,'' replied I\J r . .,.\.lford, '· of yn11r 
exertions; and as you mean to make tlw trial, 
you shall l1ave th'c working implements that 
a.re nsed in HollanJ, pro1ridc<l you will, 111 turn, 
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l:,nd l l1e111 tu tho:.~ \Yl10 are di'."poscd to mdke­
use ui' tlicm. Here i, a!so, a short Cl)luparison 
of tlw diH~1re:1t mod0s pradiscd in Hollaud ancl 
Jrnluml. wltich E-liO\YS ,it a ricw, the advantages 
nl tl1;; Dutc!1 syste1u. The Dutch ham always 
l1Pc•n an iudnstrionc;, rnm1f'y making people; 
t.lwir mil is 11aturally marshy--lrnt labour ha-, 
made it fertile-arnf as th('i/linens have a great 
11ame all O\ rr the \\·odd, for strength and good­
ness, 1 dou't think there is much risk in taking 
a lesson from tbem. 

nu H 7,lODE. 

?~o ~e:tled rule is followed 
fvr prep nfo:,;- 1 he soil lor fiax 
cul ll'at1011. ~'.omc plo11g!1 
li~ht, others deep, -some 
~uw u11Jer tl.le bnrow, i11 

potuto grounc1., \Yithout 
ploug-hin~; "lulst others 
plou2;h tvrn or three times, -
and more prepare witll the 
~pade. 

Iii Ireland, little attention 
i~ pa.id to tlle s:~ed, whii·IJ is 
of rnriuus kinds : - Ris-a, 
Dua·h, Englbil, lmme-,,.,,ccl, 
urn! A11\eric:i11. 

Tn Irr!unrl the 1imcofsow­
ing- nll'it's ~really: from the 
t-nd of l\iarch to tbe fir,,t or 
H'Cornl \\Pekin June. 

In Irelnncl, tbe tl.:x is .!te­

l <·rally 1iullccl green, un1.ler 

DUTCH MODE. 
One plm1 is followed by 

all. After reaping the \Yheat, 
,·. liich is ~ener,tl!y the previ• 
cus nop. the ground is light­
ly p!ou£, becl, then let to lie 
in fallow until tl1e ensuin~ 
!.-jHi1,g, wl.ten it is ogain light• 
ly plougll1.:cl. 

In Holland, Hle seed is 
of tht' be~t description; eitller 
the lic,t Ri~a, or home• 
sttied; l!.e .American is de• 
ciueclly the wor,t, being sllh• 
ject to 1:,11 ut e\·ery bla~t of 
wind or hea,y :;.Jwwer; it is 
abo suhJed to rni,dew or 
filp, 

L 

In IIollaml, tlte sowin~ 
time is al\•, ny,, between the 
encl of 1\Ltrcl1 nnu midt.:le of 
April. 

l!1 liollunJ, the sPeds are 
uhtn~·s su!lereu to cor:w to 



t!w ;c:2, ;!;at tht' fihrt'>' nr,· 
then tinr;· and sol'tt•r l<'r the 
mPn 1.diH't11rer of li1w11. 

1n Irel11ml, the rr.psule or 
f't'd rt'SSl'i, is allmwJ (o re­

main 011 tbe pla11l \,li:bt 
~fet'ping. 

In Ire!11nd, the bnml'.es of 
:fl.ix, which are of Y:1rio11s 
1,ize", are steepc>d, s01~1etime;; 
in rnnning st.remns, \, l, , re 
tlwv c1re s11hject lo floods n rn[ 
}Jar.tin! ell) ;w,s, ,on1etirnt's 
:-tn•ral foct 1tndt>r water, in 
1,og Jioles. Tlw limtdles 
.ire tJ110" JI in bends ;,11d 
1 ,oiHts togef !lf'r, a11d pr, s~t·d 
down hy Jar~e sto1w,, by 
whkli llH'.tlls th." di~chargl' 
frorn tl,e 11ppPl" b11ndks fr<'­
qu .. 'n!l,r ludg-es on t!io.-;e he­
Juw, prud111·1:1~· ,;!·ti11s whid1 
11w hlt>aclwr tinds il 1 ,~J'}' 

dl1lic:11lt to l"<'llloH'. 
111 lrt>laml, 1ht' !lax is ta!:o} 

at once aHl'l' it is p:illed, to 
1/ie S(l't'pi.;.ig-. 

In 1rehiitl, \1 hen the• fl,1:-i 

is iakt'.il Jrntll tl,e ;;(t•,·1i it ;., 
11111 wushl'd pt ("rio11s to !.\To1• ~ 
itt~·,-it k·co111e,; l'P<-rth'.e \ 
\,ith drop,; of a <,lu,,r,·t.!: 
1•1a!_ll'l', \\iiich Jil"P\l~Lts tLt! 
111 i'll Jro111 Htt,1rll!;)!;" a ,1111-
Jc1; Ill \\"l1i1f'J.c''~. 

m:tf111 it_\, 11:r /lax LPiflg' 1wn•1 
pul ied till 1 fi,, .~ t ed \ t'~~el i» 
h;-m·;n ,!I 1d IH! rd, rn as to lie 
e:,si\v di,cwr,g·.-d tl-0111 !11~~ 
,;;t;iJJ(. ~· ' 

In Ho:J:tnd it ;s a)\•:Hy~ 

11re,iou.,ly removed, 11:e. ,t•1·d 
Jnrmi11!..; a prn1ci11al part uf 
tl:P farttit-r's µro!il. 

Iu Holland, tlte h1mclle:­
are Ji::id down in ,;i~e1,ing 
µods a fr Dt <leej~ as W/,\'•t­
l1trly as if lniJ \Yilh u Jim•. 
u11tl ~o that the mots of euch 
bH r meet tlte hand~ of I 1:n 
pr~ct'dinp: Olle; tbe wholt· is 
1lwn cnn·rt>il \Yllh a t:outlllg 
of mud, sl:n1t•, ,1Peds, ,\re • 
1o !he 111·1;4·!.1 of si, or t'l!..;lit 
indH·,, ,,o ,1s k r-\("'.utl~ tile 
; ~l (!lid li,.;·utcumpktel,r from 
the llitx. 

Jn Holl:1ntl, tilt• b111dfe1 
ai-.• ~tfJIJh:nl- t!J ., !: ,111~ n·-
1,1;ii11in:{ l:'i!;ht. lt>n, or /~nn·-
1e,•11 d-1.} s ex po~,.J to the 
'""':,fht'r. 

l11 t1olla11cl, tla· J;undit'J 
arf, c.-,:1 •,1il!y "·11 lwti rl1"11 
;.pn:-ad u!tl u:; t:1.• .c,1 .. ,~ In 
dt_\",- ti h illt'Jl t-.:.-, ~d (1) 
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.\\l',w,L .. that tl:.' ,('('(\ tlrns ;;a\'C(1 wcrn1tl lie 
\\'ur:I, the tr1J1d,k· ?' '· 'l'iil'rc i~ nothing. 

Hil'.luu,l, whil'h can he, gained by hor1c~t 

indu;,;trv IJ:it i-, worth the trouble . but \\O 

have o·tber 111cau~ nf answering your qn,'s­

tion ;-durin~ tPn yen.rs the rn1rnlwr of acn's 

m1dcr flax ,vas an,raicd u.t 7G0,UU0, yca.rly. 

Xow sach acre proJnt:cd at l,'n.st twc11ty 

bushels to the acre-kt ns snpposc it ::.ol<l. for 

10s. the bu~lwl, or ;;:3 10s. Llie hJgshcud, tho 

lif'Nl a.lone woull{ liavc U.t'Cltl11lllatcu to !SCVC!l 

rnillions ltllcl a lwlf of n1onl·y-an amazing 

sum; which would have given cmploymct1t t·..> 

many thousands of our working cla~-;c,--but it 

is not the iir~t instauce tlwt t.hc Duteh have 

taught ns the nlluc of indn,;Lry; for many ycGr:--, 

they suppliccl the inhabitants of ~nlJ;bn,l \Vith 

herring" caught upon the Eng1 ish s\1orcs ancl 

salted, an<l. tbis ,vas the foundation of their 

comrncrcial wealth. !\" o,v yon pc recivc W(' 

m1gh1t actually, ourselves, save the quantity of 

seed required C\'<'ry year, insLC'ad of hn:viug i·t 

from otbC'r count rics." '· \Yell, Hir, " saill. 

_Richard, "yon have convinced. me, th:tt whc11 

the D11Lch licstow so much car0 in tlw cultiva­

tion, v:c cannot l10 right in gi, ing it so littlo.­

\Ve may meet with some opposition from those 

·who Ion~ to go on i:1 t11c old wny, hernnsc it is 

olu-lmt I think we sha11 at lcn)!;!h c01wince 

them, Ly the rno,,t pow0rl'nl of all method, -

~xarnplc; tlrnt tht•y ought to follow our im ­

pr~rcd rnethod." 
l ·> . -
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r. idiard had he1d hi~ form ~ix y0an-bis 
v:ifo prt'se•nting him <luring that time· tlircc fiuu 
chilrlrcn, the elrlest of wl10111, a bov 110w !ir0 
year,.; old, was able to \Ya1k ,, ith l1is t':-ulier o\·cr 
the ilc1d<:, \\ hen he ,·:as 11ct ol,li~Nl to go far 
or stay loug from home. Little Peter ,Y3.s a 
iiuc ci.1ild, and Llwuirh so yo11nu:, he con!d rcatl 
]1! .i prayer hoo:,, and tho~e pn~·t.:; of the i::iibb 
wliicli \,·cm cas:ly understood. 'l'lw history of 
,J ose1,h he knew drnost by heart; for often, 
c,en before 111' could himself rcall, \Yould lw 
e]imh Lis father's knee after work, that he 
rnigh t 1Httl to him. how little J os<~ph \Yas sold 
hv bi:; crnd lirothcrs fur n. sln.,·0; arid how lie 
}1:td f«ir6i·:cn tlictn, a.nd bro11g;l1t them alt tt> 
live v. ;tit J1in1sdf many years a['tl,1-. wlicn tlH·y 
)1:1tl liccomi:- poor, m:c1 '.te throng-Ii his gooJ con. 
d 1td \ .'lls gurcrnor of a great kingdom . Jfo 
also loHd lo rcnll of J es11s Christ. our lilcs,:eLl 
• ·~•·· iom, wJ10 l1:1J. been a bo\- ] ib• hirnsl'lf, an(l 
ulicdicut to hi . ., parents; m·Hl the l'lany good 
aud clwritahlo thing,; }w used to do, and. the 
anrnsi11; stories, by which he nsctl to tc,1.eh man 
to he j 1:st in all their Llcalings, ancl good lo the 
poor, a11d pious to Goel. \IV c mention thi~, 
11ot in prai,-.e of P~tcr or liis fathN, lJ11t tn Uiach 
J,.:lr<'nt-;, that ib c,v should l.H'giu erc!l from 1ho 
< ,u'.iu;t .:l!tC. to ~i\'e thPir cl1ildrt't1 a fondnc~:,; 
for tlw l3iGl~, au'c.l store their Ji!,tle mi11ds with 
1liat kin<l of knowled~e, \\'hicli tlH',V arc able 
to conrnrehcnd . ' · Tbey are a nio~t 11reciour. 

I • 

gi!'t of God," (Richard usod to say,) "autl 
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shq11ld I allow lhem to grow up ignorant of 

rcligiou. vvho is tu b1um0. but myself, if thcr 

in after lifo become hcaJstrong. vicions, aml 

1111dntiflll !" DiJ we begin from tbe fir~t, 

to clinck the growth of eYil passions, 110w 

many l10ur;; wonhl we 1,ac.s in happiness, 

,,ith our diildrcn. which are now matlc un­

happy by ili{•ir failir1gs; how hiµ;h1y shou!tl we 

be rc,rnrdcd by their lo\'c rind attachment, 

when old ng0 or sickrH':-s obligc!d. ns 1.o ,Y:111t , 

tbi:-; rrturn; and lww nmd1 n1isfortnnr. sl1onhl 

we f-paro tlH~ child, by gi, iug him the right 

l,ath to walk in. uull showiuo· liim how much 
• 0 

it is his interest, as well as dutv, to do what 

God requires ns to do. Th,, g·rcat C'nnr that 

1,eoplc fall into i-;, that of cousidering the errors 

of a littk ebilJ as of no consc•qucucc. Tliey 

will s::iy, '' \Yhat signilics it? sure. he i~ so 

yo11ng, bow co11hl he know hetter? wait till 

lie i:- ohler, all(l then he \\'ill be ffOOJ enou'.!:b." ' 
;:-, "- ""' 

But }C'i no parent trn:-.i to this-the child that 

i:-; alio,, c,l to be umwlii\- wl1t•n you1w, ,Yi11 not 
0 • • :"".\ 

l ie t1w . .: lalile 'Nl1C'n lie gro\\'s 11p,-autl he ,YeH 

kno\\'~ tlw cli!1i.•rC'riee lien•;ccn uliclliC'nce uncl 

tlisoue<lic,nce [;pfure a ycur aJJ\1 a hulf old. At 

tl,is ag;e ton, its di-:i,u~itini:s are ::;o arncual-ih0
, 

aud a parent c~u1 ~o easily gain inillH!llCP u\'Cl' 

thc111. thnt it i-, Li:-- own f.rnlt (g:P11<'1',dl_,- i--pC'ak­

iug) , if l11i lw~ it tu say in al\er lifo: ·· I labo11r 

.. u1Jdcr tlic ~ren.tr•st of all SOITO\\'!'-- I lim•p an 

•· 11n<l11tifol cl1ilt1
." "Pleu:-.<' God,'' c1iPd. i\Irs. 

Mut: lletidy, "that \Yi!! uot 1,o onr rnisfor1,une; 



fnr yon rP.t•nlicct that pussagr, "·liit:b we wr-rc 
reading !ably i11 011r Bible-'· trnin up 11. child 
'· in the way he :-!io1dd go. and \.d1cn lie is ol<l, 
•· hr will not drpnrt from it" 

,y c ha.v,, thus followl""d Richard l\lac Rf'atl y, 
from liis first unpromising appearance, as ~n 
almost dcstiti1tc anLl neglectNl l)l)y, to his well 
deserved situation in a comfortable farm, pros­
p0ro11s in the world, and happy both in liis 
wife and children. \Ye have sliew1J, tliat Uie 
foundation of the success he experienced ill Jifo 
,Yas, a wf'll-gronn<lcd sense bf religioi1, as it 
respected liis duty to God and to his neighLour, 
and as almost every farmer lad may obtain the 
same, by a careful attention to those opportu­
nities within his power, we may Yenture to 
lrnpe, that the good rxample will not be with­
out its followers. ,v e have also exhibited Jiim 
under those trials and disnppointmenlc;, from 
'\.vhich none are or can hope to be free; and 
how they ma_y be resisted or overcome, hy a 
faithful <'Xi::rcise of tbose faculties cntrw~tcd to 
him, nnd a nercr failin~ tru!lt in Hirn, who has 
J>romiscd, to be with l1is serrnnts an <'V<'r prc~cnt 
l1eln in ti1110 of tro11hlc. 801110 mil-fortune:-, 
jncl;·<'tl bcfcl hi,m, which we hm·e not thought 
it 11el.:e);sary to mention as we passed along·;­
two of hi.,, children died in their infancy, and 
botl1 he and XnnPy felt all a parent's bittPrncl-s 
of sorrow, as tb0y laitl tlic111 in their ParJ.r grave; 
thf'_r did not g-rieve, bov,cver, as witliout hop~: 
nor Jiu H1ey fail to offer up their tlw.uk,-;;·ivi11g".i 
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C, 

for \Yh:i.t tlH' Alrni •hf\· bnd l<·ft, ~q \Yell a-, fl,r 
;::, . 

\'drnt Ill• hall 1ak<,n awuy; his crops CH.:ension-
ally l'ailNl, his Le~t laid pb11s w,_'rl' somctinH•,, 
disappointed: hnt what of all tliis? theso trial~ 
b,pt l,im 1m111ble, and prrhaps had tl1ey nnt 
he.en s<'nt. his heart wonld have s~yp}jc,J with 
priJ0. allll_ his lips forgotten to praise the 
Almighty betSiowcr of e\'0ry good gift. 

\Vt' now !care him and Kuney, approaching 
to milldle life, snrroundt'd hy a thriving family, 
\vl10111 they <'11ilcavomP<l to lead in the pmlis in 
which tlwy thctrn~elvrs bntl walked. l\fay we 
not liopc tiwy \vill meet a pnrcnt's re\.Yr..rd, in the 
Jov0 and obedience 0f Jutiful cliilclr0n. Thcs<"' 
la.--t poss<•sscd adrm,lag<'s whid1 Richard hatl 
11<'\ <'I" t'njoyrcl; un<l we <vY01tld venture to forPid 
tl1P.ir fo:urc Si1cec~s in life, atJd their kimlly 
qnalitil's of hc•ud and hfnrt, dicl not cxperie11c0 
<Will<' in and i,1krrnpt 011r a11til:i1,ations. \Yliat 
~tation i:-; ~o ~ec11re that ntlver-:ity cunnot rr-aeb 
il? or what lie url ~o e:-:<'rnptctl from the frnillie!'­
of nur fallen m1i11r<', tlint c·,·eu \\'hc11 lw think~ 
tu stand. h(' should not take good heed kst he 
~lw11 ld fall? 

H<'uder. wl.10crrr thrn1 art, tlic f1iPnt1s 1on~­
<'st ttl'<jltainted 11,n,;t ut Jpugth p·i:-t. \Ye 
hrnng;lit l,\.·t'o1l' yut tlic Ui,.,tory oi Uidianl 
:i\la<.; HNul_y, tl1e Funner Ltul. in tl1e hope that 
yon \\'Onld rn~1kc the bdtrr pat"ls of lii:; eliarn . ..;­
tc-r yuur jiuilation, ai,cl 1 rn·.,· ~omr. Jrsson:-; nf 
usl'l'ttl ind11:--iry t'rulll liis 11Hadical kno, lc•dttc. . ~ 

\Ye \\'(J:dc \\ dliu;:;ly d\\ L l! 11po11 1:i,; lift·, liecau~p 
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we know that l1is 1mdPrstanding was sound, l1is 
ty;ind \Vcll disposed, and 11:s rcligiom sentiment.:; 
:,,trong; and . \\·e know the ad rnu tugc of plaeiog 
con-;tautly hcfore the eyes of those who need 
jn,proven;ent, the ligb·t of a good e:.'\amp'lc. 
Onr regret, lioweycr, ·will be diminisheu: nay, 
it will he al.together remo\'ed. if WP cn,1 assure 
oursdvf's, that even one individual 1Ja5 bf'en 
Jed from idleness to industry, from po,·erty to 
<'Omfort, or from ignorance tu knowledge. Hut 
\vlrnt is our gratili.cation, compared with t!int 
which "ill be felt by l1irn, whom H.ielrnn.!',; 
example inflnences for good. He ~YilI feel the 
i-atisfartion of self-apprornl ; he will call down 
11pon his patb the Llessing which is promised to 
thr:i good, even bere below. lI e will he the 
rncans of influencing others by l1i,, cxam1il 0 , 

nnd pcrbaps furnish ol't to some other prrsoo, 
,1110 plNLsing task. of 1)aiuting the life anu ririues 
of anothc:r 

FAR~IER L.ill . 
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