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TIIE JEALOUS 1'10TI-IE1{. 

Cor,o~EL CLELAND, after haYing sern·<l his king au(i 
conntrv in many carnpaig·us, retired to bis estate iu York
shire, to pass tl{e remainder of his days. He ha~ for s?m.c 
years paid the greatest attention to the e<luc~t1on of his oulv dauuhter Leonora. l\lrs. Cldaud was ot a haughty, 
chc;leric dispo~ition, aud the greatc~t part of hel· time wa5 en"·ao·1·d at the card-table. 

;::,:-, }' ·r <l "1 " ::\la<lam," i:;aicl tl1e colonel to 11:i wue oue ay, 
know too well the rnlue of youth, aud to wlia.t a<hantage 
it bhould he turned, to rely· U(10Li you for paying pr?pu· 
attc1:tio11 to the instrnction .of mv daughter. Eutndy 
c1evot~d to your pleasure, you neg-fee~ htr, and I ~ho~il•l . st•e thL, young plaut gT.ow by chance, without your th1~1k111~ even about her t>}.:istence. Amuse your::;1-!lf as you hke, I 
~hall give you no interruption, and let me enjoy my OWll pursuit:-." • 

i\lr~. Cleland knew her hnsband's temper, and made n• rt>ply ;" Lut from that momeut she cheri .. hed an im
pla<.:able hatred again8t Leonora, :rnd this rancour beiug; rekindled by jealousy, it became fury itsdf. 

l never was able to conceire laow Nature, that tender mother, who implants in us instinct to cherish the author-, 
of out· existence, !;hould admit iu the latter, sentiments sG 
directly oppo:Site. i\lany similar examples might be ad<lu1.:e<l, wlwre unnatural pareuts, who idolize themseln•s 
~rnd pursue their plea~ures with inces~ant eagerness, in
humauly ~acrifi<'e the unhappy frnits of au hyi;wneal YO\\", 
contract<.·d \\ ith the most auspicious views. llnt it has 
been jnstl;" remarked, tlia~ these monsters in human shape 
are more freqtwutly met with amon~d mothers than father!,. :n1ey are actuated by motives, if auy <.:an exi~t, that ca111wt rnfl uP11c·c the male part of tlw creation. For in~tance, a wo
man will never forg·i \'e her <laughter for bcinry more 6eautiful than hL•rself, if she piql\es lwn,elf ll)>On:-, Leino· a fiue rl' l . ~ woman. o t 11s cau::;e may be traced the manv 1•x-
•lH.1p,le ... tbat minht 1e preduced of n1other:; aetin~:; ·in ~~ 
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6 .TEA.LOOS l\IO'fHRR. ---- ----- --
1·eprehensible a manner, as l\lrs. Cleland, toward:, their 

female children. 
Leonora will present1y afford us an instance ~f one of 

these unfortunate victims to female vanity and caprice. 

She hud just entered into her sixteenth yPar, ancl was 

uucommonly beautiful; she possessed a most de 0 ·tu1t 

shape, sense and understauding s9perior to her acre; ::iwns 

most engaging in her manners, and affable to a~t around 

her. In a word, she might with propriety be pronounced 

·.Nature's master-piece. 
The colonel adored Leonora. Ile saw those lessons he 

gave her produce effects beyond his most san~nine expec

dtioru.; and he not only thought it his duty to con

tinue them, but had an inexpres5ible pleasure m com

municating them. 
Geography, drawing, poetry, and music, wP.rc amengst 

the number of her stu<li<-'s, equally useful and engaging. 

Even philosophy was not omitted, and she had uotious of it 

far beyond many men of much maturer age. 

The colonel now re~ped the delicious fruits of his 

labours, in the cultivation of his daughter's mind ; wheu a 

~udden illness deprived the world of one of its greatest 

ornaments. Before he took a final leave of this mundane 

sphere, he sent for Leonora. " i\Iy daughter," said he, 

" [ feel the mortal stroke is not far off, and I am upon the 

point of paying the g-reat debt of u~ture. \V ~re it not 

from beincr thns serered from you, 1t would give me uo 

affliction ; 
0 

but thou art eyery thing that is dear to me

dearer far than life itself. 1 ha,·e but a few worc.ls ruore to 

add, for I find my powers of speech fail me. Let honour 

and virtue be yonr constant guides; · co11!-nlt the <lictate1o 

of your heart, for I know its goodness; aud you canuot err. 

llut-" 
Here his tongue faultcred, an<l he could 6nly comµrn-

nic:ate the rest of his sentiments in the most tender and 

Jl}nst parental embrace-and expired in her arms. 

\Vbat a l:!hock to poor Leonora ! fancy can better sug

g~st~_ than words are capab~e of exp_ressi1~g. She remain:d. 

petrified, even tears d1sda111ed their ofliee, an<l lwr gnet 

~as so pung-ent, that when the servant came to her, l!!hc 

seemed as lifeless as her beloved father. 
Leonora rPmaine<l a considerable time inconsolable at 

so great a loss as she had sustained-a loss that seemed to 

prognooticatc all the misfartunes that 11fterwar<l::; bcfel her. 
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.Mrs. Cleland was, at this time, deeply euamoured with 

a youuo· o·entleman who had lately come to reside in the 
n~ighb~t~~·hood, an:l who frequently visited at her house. 
Hesolving- to marry him, as soon as she should become. a. 
widow, she had a<lministere<l poison to her husband, m 
order to place her in that state, and it had operated so 
powerfully as to have the desired effect. . 

~Ir. \Yilliarns, who was a young man of family, and had 
~reat CXp€Ctatious, had, from the first moment he ~chcld 
Leo11ora, entertained a passion for her; but he had hitherto 
llot ren:aled it, thouo-h she had, from a variety of circmn-

::, 1 · d h ' 8tances, judg·ed she was not indifferent to 11111 ; au s e 
found ~ornething flutter about her heart whenP,·er she 
belidd him, thnt tolJ her Mr. \\'illiarns possessed such 
bewitclii11g eyes as she had nev~r before beheld. Leonora. 
s<:cretly \\ i:.htcl for the declaration of his pas.sion, an<l yet 
she trembled at being alone with him, lest she should be 
surprised by her mother, who she judged would torment 
her upon that score. 

Mr. "\\'illiams at length resolved to seize the first oppor
tm1ity of revealiug to his lovely mistress a passiou he found 
he could uo longer conceal. The most favowrable oppor
tunity occurred that very day ; sbe walking in the garden, 
and -reading aloud one of the most tender pa5sages in 
Homeo. He was concealed behind a quick-set hedge, but 
could perceive the emotions of her mind at eYery ejacn
lation of Juliet. He was twenty times uµou the point of 

.,. quittiug his retreat, and throwing himself at l1e;r l'cet, in the 
~ words of Homeo; but he was as ofteu checked Lv hi,s 

IC 
1 

• J 
t1midih, and that kiud of fear which is the constant com-

'" r pauion of a gennine aud uufeigned affection: it strikes a 
li1~d of awe, lest we ~ho11ld offend the object of our admi
rat1011, by an unexpected declaration, which she was \lll
prepared at that moment to ri>cei ve. 

rr, 

, .. 
' Hakes aud libertines will laugh at and ridicule this false· 

delicacy, H.s they may call it; b11t were thc:v ever animated 
with a virtuous a11d generous pas~ion i'or an amiable 
woman? Such timiditv, it must be acknowled•,·ed, would 
~>e ridiculous i_u acl<ln•~~ing a conrtezau, or tl~~e first"'rate 
11npurt>. Perd1ta herself would smile at it; but uatin ... i;im
pl1city, and real virtue, must admire it, as the sure in<lex of 
a sin<'ere passion. 

".\las!" said Leonora, "at length Juliet ,-..·as happy, 
com parcJ to me ; she lo\·ed, and she knew she was belo\'ed ; 

ll ~ 
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but I V!.n~ in so~i.tude, in a state of uncertainty .--Oh! my 

dear \\ dliarn6, it you knew the ardour of my flame,· yon 

~\"ould no lo11ger conceal yours, fol· I will flatter my::;elf it 

1s mntnal." 
No sooner did he lwar these last expressions nttere<l 7 

1han he flt:w to his lovelv mi::.tres~, threw himself at hPr 

feet, ~nd Hlmo,,t devoim•~l hn hand with ki::;ses; at the 

~,~me tim~, with a flood of t~ar~, he conjured her to forg-it·e 

1nm the step he had ta1,eu. Her surprise was rn gre.1t, 

that she _s•.,·00_necl, unc-i :\Jr. \\'illiams irns greatly terr.1fied 

:rt her s1tuat:or1. By the applic:-ttion of !:iOme harhhorrt 

•~rops,. wbi , h he accidentally ht1d in his pocket, she in a 

short time ren.1•:ered. 
..An ec.:laircis:;ement now ensued, and ns LPonora had 

~.}rt>ady ren•a\t'd the secrd of her hoi;om, it would ha\'e 

ht'*~n in min to recal h~r words. \\'ith r<.'g-,mJ to him, he 

]>'Jure<l fortl1 the genuine effusion of his heart in such n 

•rnnner as ronvinced Leonora of his siuceritv. 

This 5CPnc would have been compl'etely · happy, hnrl it 

Pot immPdiately occurred to the lovt-ly girl, that sboulcl 

h t· r mother di~con'r from die slightest gesture or expressiYe 

look, that any correspondence was cu,:ried on bPtween 

them, as she watched u\l her d.iughtar's motions with the 

n10st penrtru:tiug eye, her life wonlcl be rendered entirely 

wrf't,·i1r<l. She concluded, howcver0 that let what wo11ld 

he her fate, f>he never could think of another mac bnt ;\Jr. 

\Vil Iiams, who ratifi~d the trijaty with the most endearing 

,·mbrace. 
They now separat,ul, ancl Leonora returned to the h@ttse, 

,rhilst his eyes ,·ag-erly pursued hftr, and a deep inrnlnntary 

::i~h proclaimed his fel'lingi' at hn ab:-euc<. 

It mnv bt ' l ' tn extraordi11ary th, t Leo11ora should make a 

<leclarat;on of her pas~iou ·at the iir~t iutervicw with her 

lo\'er, whell he had ~carcclv made an overture of his ; bnt 

l1<>r father, undt'r ·whose tu.ition ~lw had !wen l1red, wa::; a 

philo:sopher, and she had imbilJcd his notions: she was a 

!-itr~anger to duplicity and decei~. 1 
• • 

fhe comp:111y was now met for cards, ancl 1\Jr. '' 1lliams 

went to join them, but he w"~ not a littlt• di~coucerted to 

fti.d Leonora wa~ not amongst tlwm : shP }ind rq>aired to 

her chamber, which renclf,•red all tlw party ini;ipid a11d 

irksome to him. He played without paying the least 

nttention to what he was nhout ; made several rerokes, a11d 

ol'tt.' n lost <leal, which greatly irritated his purtuer, \\ 110, 
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beino· a choleric old gentleman, threw out some inuendoes, 

that l\Ir. ,villiams lost designedly. The laiter was not in 
a humour to enter into an altercation, if his partner had 
been still more severe upon him; besides, his age protected 

him from any personal resentment. 
At length ·the company retired, when l\'Irs. C1~1and gave 

l\.Ir. \Villiams a significant nod not to depart, which greatly 
embarrassed him, but politeness compelled him to obey the 

mandate. · 
Tuey had not been long· alone, hefore she addressed him 

to the following effect:-" Mr. Williams," said she, " I 
have something· to acquaint you with, that I think will not 
he <lisatrrt·eble; it is a match that has been proposed to me 
for you~ which I think will perfectly suit you. The lady, 
it is true, is not in her teens, but she is still in her prime, 
perfectly en~aging, and possesses no small share of beauty; 
besides, she '"hus a thousand a-year, and no other incum
bran<.:e than one daughter, whom she proposes placing in a 

convent, as soon as her marriage is agreed upon." 
lfad Mr. \V11liarns been in the most perilous storms at 

sea, thunder rolli .ng o,·er his head, and lightning inces• 
santly flashing, the \'essel sinking, and no land visible, he 
coul<l not have been nearly so muc.:h shocked as he was in 

his present situatiou. The agitations of his mind were too 

visible not to be perceived by 1\tlrs. Cleland. " Heavens,'' 
said she, " what is the matter with you ? are you not well? 
or does the proposal l ha,·e made displease you ?" 

].\,Jr. \Yilliams had by this time somewhat recovered him
self, aud assuming an air of composure, said, ''No, madam, 
very far frum that; it is very agreeable to me, and I mn. 

extremely flattertd with your having so mu(.;h interested 
yourself in my favour; but, ~fadam, I am still young, and 
my dependence is upon a father, whom I must nut dis
please." 

" Prithee, l\Ir. "\Yilliams, do not mention your youth; 
many are married much younger, and I will engage to 
reconcile your father to the match; and what is more, to 

celebrate the nuptials within a week, if they are agreeable 
to vou." 

~Ir. \Villiams, who, from the beginning of the conver
sat1on, was convinced that l\Irs. Cleland was herself the 
party she so strenuously recommended, was on the point of 
replying, when the servants entered, and pre,•ented him .• 

" i hope, Sir," r.he resumed, "you will farnur . me with 
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~ our <·ompany to supper." To which he rl'adily co11:s<!nted, 
aud thev sat down to table. 

No s;om r were they ag<1i11 :done, than ::;he resumed the 
<'?nver:sat1on, by sa} iug, " Mr. \Vil Iiams, it is i11 Yain to 
<11::isemble with you any louger. 'Tlte lady I spoke of 1~ 

no other than myself. l am teazed to death 1,v m,· 
daughter ; her philosophy torments me, and 1 nm n:;ol l'e;l 
to get ri<l of her at any rah... In lier father's life-tirne, she 
hid me defiance; but 1 ::-hall now let her kuo,\ mv au-
thority over her." · 

" Pray, madam," said he, "did • the youno- lady eYet· 
qnestion it? This would he incompatible with

0 

the sweet-
11ess of her disposition. You douhtkss have the authority 
)·ou mention, and it is founded upon the mo~ t ~acrec1 ties·; 
liut monarchs, mH.1 en:n the Omnipotent himself, ('oufers 
this authority uµon fathers antl n1otlu1 11;, thnt they may 
exercise it for t!-te happiness of their children. lt wonl~l 
1le•barbarous and cruel to abuse one's 1,ower, to make 
others miserable. To shut your daughter up in a convent, 
riiig-ht render her the mos;t wretched of lwing~. "\\.liat a 
horrid sanifice it is to take VOl\'S against' oue's inclination 
-vows that entomb one for ever!" In fine, le de:,crilied 
these terrestrial pnrgatories in the strongPst colours. 

l\I rs. Cleland listened to him with the greatest impa
tience ;-she bit her lips twenty times to pren:?11t her 
tongue betraying her choler, which she for once got the 
bl'tter of, and had sufficif:'nt power over her natural irnpe
t uositr, as to give th<:' conYersation a <.lifferent turn: 
~oon ·after wliich, Mr. \Villiams took his leare fur the 

CYl' D !Ilg. 
No sooner wa!- l\Irs. Cleland ::llonr, than she began to 

1·rflect upon what had pa-ssed betwen he1· a11cl i\Ir. \Vil
liams: she µresent~y exclaimed, " I can11ct doubt lrnt that 
this nn,rrateful K1an is fond of my daug·hter: he fei_!rned 
:arquies~in~ with the propo:sal I made him of ma~riage, 
~mly to deceive. A mau would not enter so deeply rn the 
iut~rest of a person m_erely through friendsl~ip. .Frieucl
~hip is cool aHd .dispassionate ; love burns w1tb the most 
mdcnt flame. Dread my fury; tremble at the rage of a. 
~lighted female, who· has yowed her ~ssion ;: tremb_le at 
.my revenge !'' "'1ij.le she thus exchumed, her. attitude 
a nd coutortions of fe.atures would ha, e determrned the 
t ,('Jief of a :stranger, that she was a mad wo_man. At length, 
·.wing quite exhausted with: rag~ and pass1ou, she ~uuk to 
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rt.:':,1. Earh' in the .morning, Leo11ora \\aite<l upon her 
111otlier, as ;1sual, to pay lier' respect~-. "You hare ri:-en 
vei"y early," ~aid i.\lrs. l'lelan<l; "JOUr il!tit'~s of )t'St~Tday 
is soon °·ot over." She thf'tl hid her da11~h1er, with a r, r ~-haug-hty tone, quit lwr pr<::,enct>, and return iu an hour. 

This mandate 0 -reath· alarml'd Lf'o11nra, :;s ~lie lll'\'l' I' \\:J<;· .-, . 
admitte<l iuto her tnlld1er\; preseu('e but ut meal~; ·tu1d 
eren then seldom, \\ hen she hnd co111pany. " \\"hat c:au 
sh,! waut \\ ith me?'' said the dauµ;hter, iu retiring; " Jlrr 
"'ii Iiams snpp<.:'d with her last 11igbt; surely he has uot 
bctrn, e<l us; does she know what 1,as~ed LetwC'en us in 
the :1hl'rnoot1 ?'' Lc1 onorn \\a::. in this state ·of perplexity 
and consternation, when i.\lrs. Cleland seut for her. 

IJer mother had, during tl1eir separation, ru111iuated upon 
~lie tn<>:-t political rneati~ne she coulu take, to wor!ll the: 
secret of' \Yilliarns' ras~1on out of her nndi;;semhling
hosorn. She accorclin,_;l_r resolrecl upon acti1;g with the 
gn:atu,t temper and dtq licity, iu or<ler to surpri:se the u11-
:rnsricious franktH'S':i or Leouora. 

She ln8tened to ohev her mot her'::, ma11date.-:\s soon as 
~he appeared, i\hs. c·lela11d $aid, "Come near, 1\l1ss; I 
han' bumetliiuµ; t0 commuuica~e to you. You are now oid 
t·11ouglt to thiuk upon what plan of life you purpose pur-· 
~11ing. \\'ill marriage be agreeable to you ? A match riow 
otters itself that will be ,Try suitable, ancl l am willing to 
gi,·e my cons1:nt to it.'' " ~IadaUJ," said Leouora, " what 
you propose to me requires some ddilwration; 1 beg of 
~-on to g-ive rnc: time to consirler of it, and be acquainted 
with the person "·hom } ou cle~ign for me.'' 

" No,'' resumed her mother, " \"OU must <letermine 1111-
mrdiatPly, or ebe you must depart ,,itbin two days for a 
couvcnt. Thi:! ,·oun°· 0 entleman 1 dPsi«n for you is Ycry J i-,i-, .., ~ ' ag-re<!ahl1~ to me; a11d that is -.uffic1ent, I 1hink, that he 
sho11lcl not he objected to by yot1. lUr. "\Yilliams is by 
Lirth, at least, equal to your:,( lf; and if he is not ~o rich as 
JOu, he has, .it least, a den nt compete11cy, and good ex
pertations upon the death of bis father, as he is an only chilJ." 

At the mention of the name of "'illiams, Leonora 
chaugecl colour, an<l had n \'iolent palpitation ,)f heart. 
The Yoluntary blush, though it soon subsidtd, di<l not 
esc:tpe the piercing· eye:; of :Mrs. Cleland, which were fixed 
upon her daughter, whose confusion was too great to· be· 
concealed. She nevertheless seemed to. take no notice of ,.. 
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Leonora's ttf.!;itution!:-, and c011ti11ued the conversatio11 in the 
same style .. ~-s before. 

" \Veil, i\liss, what do you determine upon?" "l\Ia. 
cfam," replied the innocent victim, " I submit to wh_atever 
gives) ou pleasure: your will is law to me, which I shall 
always follow and respect." Leonora was going to throw 
herself at her mother's feet, when she perceive<l, from a 
menacing glance of her eye, th 11t she ha<l Leen deceived 
and betrayed by artifice; and that her emotion, at the 
name of \\'illiams, had discovered the greater part of the 
secret that she wanted to conceal. l\I rs. Clelaud, who, 
with the gTeatest diHiculty, contained herselt~ ordered her 
<la11ghter to her chamber. 

\\~ii Iiams had passed the n1ght in torture ;-the rack 
itself would almost have been a mercy conferred upon him. 
His charming mistrPss, torn from him, to be buried in a 
cotn-ent, there to terminate her unhappy days, incessantly 
occurred to his imagination. In this reverie, he fancied, 
that, sword in hand, he had twice rescued the beauteous 
sacrifice from the barbarous hands who were leading her to 
the altar; and he as often thought he was compelled to give 
1.1-p his conquest. In this tumultuous state of mind he 
remained till morning. . 

He suddenly rose, and ordered llls trnsty se1·v,rnt to take 
his gun; saying, he proposed shooting that morning-; a11cl 
at the same time took his fowling--piece. He, by a kind of 
instin<:t, npproached Leonora's house, and saw her at the 
window, leaning her head upon her baud, iu u very pensive 
posture. Ile no sooner observed her, than, by the assis
tauce of his servant, he gained access to her chamber, ar,d 
with much eagemess inquired, what had so greatly affected 
her. " But 1 ueed not ask," he continued;'" I ruined you 
yesterday, by becoming your advocate, in opposition to 
your mother; 1 was too warm upon the occasion; my 
excess of love betrayed me iuto this warmth ; Mrs. Clelaud 
proposed sacrificing yon to her marriage with me; I saw 
you upon the point of being for ever torn from me-a 
h0rrid prison was to conceal you incessantly from my sight. 
How could I be silent upon such an occm;ion? I promil:ied 
her marriage, in order to conceal my passion for you ;-the 
very iJea I abhorred. The conversation then cha11ged, 
and I retired, whilst great coolness prevailed. [ donht not 
but sh-e has discovered our secret, and the situation I find 
you in too visibly confirms me in this opinion," 
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' ·' This is but a prelude to what l have to re\'eal," re

joined Leonora; " ~he tonk we by snrp1 ise this n1~>rni_ug, 

aud most artfully clecein•d me ; ~he proposed marnage to 

me; and who do you think was the party ?-Yourself. 

J ud~e of my astonishment. l\1y eml1arrassmeut made me 

determine. I was o·oino- to embrace lwr, and rc,·eal my 
b ::, 

soul to her; when a most signi6cant look alarmed me; but, 

Hlas ! too lute, for the snure had been laid fo1· me! f;he 

then or<lered me from lier presence, and convinced me by 
her countenance that sl1e had discovered all she wanted." 

The situation in which Leonora and \\7illiarns found 

tl1emselves had so surprised her, that ::ehe forgot to ask him 

bv what ~tran,re accident ht' had got into her chamber, or 

t~ remind hin; of the dan~er to \,-hich he e~posed himself 

in case of discorery. Leonora was ju~t on the point of 

reproaching· him for his temerity and imprudence, when 

'Mrs. Cleland entered the room, and found '\'illiams with 

her daughter, devouring one of Leonora's hands with 

kisses. The astonishment and <:ousternat1on of the 

lovers may better be imagined than describe<l. Hel· 

n10ther's rage was so violent, that it prevented her power 

of utterance for some time ; her choler was so great, it 

a1most stifled her. ,villiams and Leonora were petrified, 

and had not the power to raii-e their eyes towards die 
tyrannical iutrnder. They were conscious of no gnilt; 

but innocence often tremules nt the \ e•·y shadow of crimi-

1ialit~·· Apprarances were certaiuly strong ag:1i~1st them, 

aud this was sufficient to confound them. 
At length the powers of' rnciferation returned to l\tlrs. 

Cleland-" ~banwless wretch !, is this yonr boasted philo

sophy? your a{t'lctecl prudery is only a clonk for your in

t rigucs, the shame a~d scandal with which I nm at this 

in~tant overwh<'lmed. As to thle (addres~i1w her~elf to 

" Tilliam~), infamous seducer, _qnit this plar~ instantly; 

thou art inclelite<l onlv to thy birth, of which thou art un

,~·orthy, for escaping that j,;stice which thon dost mirit, 

for the outrao-e thou hast oifered me · but I haYe m)' 1·e .. 
::, . 

·veng-e i11 my own hands." 
,villiam;, who was ere now seated hy Leonora, who 

}!a(l swooned, was ro,1zt:-<l at these expressions. Ile 

for~ot en,n the critical situation of his mi-:;tress, being 

entm•ly lient n1)011 vin<licatino· h<'r in takino- all the 
• ' 0 ' b 

l1lam1; upon himself. Ile l.ie~an to speak, but he was 

Hot listened to. i\lrs. ClelunJ calle<l, in a terrible tone 
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of voice, her se1-ra11ts. "Seize that mon~te"r," suid tiAt:!.; ";1.ud turn him out of doors.''-They were, r~•ady to execute their mistress's orders.-'' Stop," said \\.illiams; "d · ;i1 · mv re!:lt:ntme11t ;'' a11d he imn,ediatelr drew his coutcau, de° rlwss<': " this steel,'' said he, " shail revenge my catJ::JC,. if any one darc's approaC'h me. Yonr mistress ref'u~es to hear mt·; I only <le.,ire to say two \\ ords to her. Appearances ha"e df'ceived her; and, from a 111i~tal~e, she is going to ruin her da11~·liter.'' The footmen, tl1rl-'e in 11u1nlH'r, wI o \Taited the uod of }lrs. Cit-laud, feJI upon l\Jr. \Villiam.s; he wounded one of them, but was obl1 0·ecl to 1mbmit to their .. avage trcatmeut, au<l he was carried out of the house :sc n Sf' I e:-;s. 

Leo11ora was in a fit during- the whole of this sho<'ltng sceue, aud was ignorant of what had passed. Her moth" r' left lier to her lute, without affording lier the le.ist aid,-~~ soon as she saw \Yilliams conducted out. \Yhl'll tfo;! unfortunate girl first opened he1· eyes, she foutJd hersJlfl alone in her chamber. A couteau de <'liasse lay near heft broke, au<l blood was uisco\erable on the floor. • \\.hat was her corn,ternation ! what were her terrors ! words lo::.e the power of communicating. 
" \,\'here art thou, my beloved ,Villiams ? Snrely that is not thy blood that I see here spilt. 1\Iy mother! l wjU not call tliee u barbarian, as I owe my existence to thee ! Lut such thou must have·been, if thou hast used violence towards Mr. \Viliiams. The idea 1s insupportablc-perlrnps this verv moment lie is expiring- from the rnffian treatnwnt he has met with-my death will soon follow-it iH impo!>sible fo1· me to survi\'e him. Can I breathe a ,·ital air thi1t he no longer participates with me?. Oh ! cruel lon~, what a fatal desti11y haYe you 11repared for nw !" Mrs. Cleland did not leave Leo11ora l011g· to 11ial'.e these reflections. ~he had a,·ailed herself of thut i11t1:rvt'd to :,t>11<l for a poot-clwise. " Come, 1\-Jiss," suid she, 11pu11 e11teri11gthe chamber, with a look that bespoke her fury, " follow me, aucl expiate for ever your crillles and _my, sha111t· !'' Leonora followed, withont making- any n·ply; a1HI they were presently Sl'<.'ttf•d in a po:.t-chaise. . 

For upwards of tliree clays they tran•lled ll1 perfel't silence, except the iurnluutary si:..;-hs that Leonora coul1l uot suppress, which were accompauied with floo,ls of tearl"~ that kept pace with her a11guish. ~lrs. Cll'land ~<~•~me<l not in the least affected at the m1bappy state of Leonora's 
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rn iud ; but, on the contrary, appeared to enjoy a secret 
pleasure in the mortilication she caused her daughter. 

At leuKth they arrived at Dover, and embark~d for 
Ostend. In a :short time they reached Douay, and imme
diately repaired to the conn:nt destined for_ Leonon~'s im
prisonment. l\Irs. Cleland had a long conference with the 
mother abbess; after which the unhappy girl was conducted 
to the interior part of the house, "·here she was to be im
mured. 

The bnrcrain being settled beb,,een l\frs. Cleland and 
the i;uperio~, the former irnmediately_set off on_her way to 
E11g\a11<l, in order to return home, mthout takrng leave or 
sayino- a word to the wretched Leonora, who was aban
d~ned to the most pungent grief, the most unparalleled 
de~pair. 

~lr. ,villiams did not recover from the state of in
..sen~ibility "in which we left him, for more than an hour. 
'I'he first object he perceiYed was his trusty servaut by his 
l:>ide, to whom he said, " ,vhat is become of Leonora?" 
"You mean i\Iiss Cleland, Sir?" "I do." "Alas! Sir, 
I saw a post-chaise set off~ in which were the young lady 
and her mother.'' 

This information drove \Villiams almost distracted; but 
reeo\'enug himself a little, he inquired what route they 
had taken; which havi11g learnt, he was for instantly pur
suing them, iu order to rescue his beloved mistress from de
strnclion ; but the chaise had departed upwards of an hour, 
aud no post-horses could be met .vith in the ueighbomhood. 
These circumstances <lro\'e "' illiams almost into a state of 
despair. The violent agitations of his mind, succeeding 
the barbarous treatment he had jm,t met with, threw him 
into a violent feyer; and a physician being sent for, he was 
ordered to his bed: here he became light-headed, calling 
incessantly on the di,·ine Leonora, an<l execrntiug t'he bar• 
barous wretch her mother. 

In this !:-~tuation l\lr. \Villiams remained for upwards of 
a we(;'k; at the Pxpiration of this time, his youth, anc.l the 
goodness of his coustitution, added to the salutary advice 
of his physician, had, in a gret1t degree, prevailed ~ver his 
disorder. But his g:·ief still remmued for the loss of his 
encbauting , Leonora, for whom he incessantly i11quirecl. 
Robert, his servant, judged it expedieut to divert his 
attention by framing a story, which he thought 1:rno-ht 
afford him r:ome con::iolution, and dis~ipate his mela~holy. 

.... 
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Upon \\'illiarns's expre,-!:Sill!!,' hh apprt.:hen:-.ious that .the 
lorely girl was now <·outitH:<l in a cloister, the trnsty ntlet 
said, "Sir, l•iy nside yonr apprehe11sons 011 that·s!'or_e; 
passing-~ <'sterJay by 1\lr~. ClelanJ's hon"l', I JH'l'Cl'i\·ed the 
3011u;.; lady, her <_la11g-hter, \\"'llkin~- in th,~ g~rden. I ap
proacheJ the pal11sadoes, and harmg madt' mr,.,f'lf known 
to hl' 1

·, she very partiC'ularly i11q11ired concerni1w your 
,\elfare. I informed her of Your illnC'ss. She chn,~,,-ed . ::, C'olonr, nnd seemed g;rPatly agitated, putting· tifty questio11s 
to me, \\liich I answered to the be:st of my ahil,ti<:s. After 
"iiich, she drew out lier pocket-book, a~1d wrote to you; 
then tearing out the leaf, she ~aid, ' Give this to yo~1r 
master; but do not g·i\·e it to hin1 till such time as l;e is 
reco\'ered. I will allow Yon te say vou bare o·ot a billet for ... ... ... t) 
him from me; but l charge you not to delirer it till the 
time I mention:'" 

However improbalJle this story mig·ht be, it had the 
desired etlect. '· ls it true," said \\'ii Iiams, " that you 
have a lJil let from Leonorn-a11<l sh~ i:i at her motl;er's 
house: lJo not decei\·e me." "Sir,'' rc~ume<l Hobert, 
"you may confide i11 \\ hat I t-ay. Repo~e yourself, lie per
fectly easy, and, as soon as) on are recorcred, you \\-ill find 
all your wi:ihes ttCC'omplisht cl.'' 

The cau_,e of "\\'illiam::;'s disorder heing remon•d, the 
effect naturally subsided. In three days hi8 health was so 
far restored, that it was prop0oed he should qnit his Led 

'the next dav ; when he uske<l Robert for Leonora's billet; 
but he n-f~sed gi\·illg it, nuder pretence that he should 
break his promise, and incur the eternal displeusnre of the 
yon11g- lady, if he sl10~1ltl swei·vc l'rom the strict injunctions 
sli"e had laid llJ>l'll him. \\'i llifim~, out of delicacy and 
i·espect to LPouora, tlid 11ot in-;ist upon being- in po::ises~illll 
of the letter till he was lH'r'.'<•etl_v reco\·ercd. It was not loug 
Lefore thi-; <!\'lilt took l'lucl'; for, in the course of a week, 
hia ph) ~ician prouuunel·<l his h<:altb restored. "'illiams 
110w pn!~;s~d Hobert to surrender the J,illet, and insi:ited, in 
the mo~t peremptory qwu11f'r, npon having it. The valet 
had now 110 subterfuge left, and was compell<.:d to acknow
)ed~-e the fal~1:hood; but, ut the :inme time, apologized for 
it a~ well as he could ; saying-, he thought his ma~ter's life 
was in <langt..'r, and he could su!.!·g-e::-t no other e:qll'dient to 
res1·11e liim from the mo::-t ,·iolt':,t t:ffe:.:ts of despair. .A ftt•r 
,villiam.~ httd teeo ·.en'd from the cou"tl·rnatiou this avowal 
had ll1ro\,11 l1im iBto, "Then you have l'IOt l:!een Leonora! 
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cruel mouster how have I deserved this crnel treatment at 
Yotu hands? ' llut think uot that you have saved my life 
li) thi~ l~ase impositi?n· I will kno~v, let _the couseq~en~e 
he what 1t ma,·, the fate of my be!o,·eJ mistress, or l will 
pnt an end to· a life tb~t is iusu pportable v. ithout her." 

l\Ir: "'illiams's father, who uo sooner beard of his son's 
illuess, than he immediat<.:ly set out from London to pay 
him a Yi~it, was in an adjacent apartment at that time, and 
overheard what had passed. " A la~! my son, my dear 
sou, what rash resolYes you are making! \Vhat, shall the 
loss of a mistress induce you to attempt your own life? 
It was not 0 ·ivcn you to di;pose of at your will; you owe it 
to yon r cot~itry. Every honest citizeu is responsiLle for the 
liloo-1 that Ho\\·s in his veins. If li!'e is IJecome insupportable 
to you, u-o and pay the gre:1t de!Jt of nature in defence of 
yOlir lib~rties. lthespeaks a noble zeal to sacrifice life in 
s1,ch a cause. I shall applaud, though with the most pung·ent 
grief, snch a conduct: hnt pmilanimons1y to desert yom· 
post here for a woman, is beneath the dignity of a uoble 
sonl. Besides, consider there is an herearter -.'' Young 
"-illia111s was going to reply, but wor<ls refused their,utter.
ance. 

" Oh, my worthy father," said ,Yilliams, haYing some .. 
'\.\ hat recovered himself; " if yo•t knew how amiahle the 
object of my pas~ion is, you would pardon the violent 
eftects of it.' 1 

" The more worthy the lady, I am certain," , 
said the father, " the more she would condemn your pre .. 
sent rash resolves. If you think yon have lost your mis
tre:,;s, endcavonr to divert your thoughts from her; there is 
a. 11oble fif'l<l of glory now prc1ents itself before you, fo1.· 
serving· your king au<l <lefendino- your country.'' 

Young· \Villiams immediately
0 

caught the flame of ambi
tion at these expressions of his father; " I will cro," said 
he, " aud prove myself worthy of your esteem, a~d of her 
I love, or I will perish in the attempt. ,vithout renouncing 
the tender passion, I will henceforward ahjnre all its weak
ness. But I cohjure you to serve me with respect to l\1rs. 
Clela~1d, and to gain the secret of her daughter's present 
s1tuation.i• They embraced with tears in their eyes, and 
the old gentleman promised tv do all in his power to afford 
his son the satisfaction he sought for. 

In the interim, l\Irs. Clelaud beino- returned home, and 
hearing- no mention made of '\Villi~ms, revolved in her 
thoughts for some clays the means of accomplishing her 
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plan of vengeance. Leonora's beino- shnt up in a convent 
only gratified her revenge in part, to 

0

complete it \Villiams 
was also to be her victim. 

t hanpeued that a young fellow in l\lr:;. Cleland's neio·h-r u u 
bourhoo<l had found means to obtain the permission or 
Yisiting her. By some strange fatality he had berome des
perate_ly in love with her, and was ,·ery desirous to iuspire 
her with the same passion. He was of a good family in 
tlie North; l_rnt had lately lost at play all his patrimony, 
and was obliged to be indebted to the generosity of his 
:friends for a isubsistence. l\Irs. Cleland thought him a. 
proper object to accomplish the sequel of her abominable 
design. She listened to his suit, and, at length, re~oln:d to 
marry •him if he undertook the task she had to poiut out to 
him. 

In their~ next interview she opened her i11ind to him 
11early as follows: " l\Iethinks, Sir," said she, " I perceire 
from your attentions aml assiduities towards me, that vou 
<lo 1no·t view me in a disagreeable li~ht. If I g-ness at y·our 
w is-hes it depends upon yourself to accompfosh them. ::\1y 
daughter has bten dishonoured by a young fellow, and r 
a-.u re:;olved to be revenged on him for tht~ <lisgrace he bas 
brought upon my family. The punishment l have in my 
power if you will but second me. Det<:nniue whether your 
pa:;sion for me has inspired you with fortitude snfficient to 

. ti . . " engage Ill 11s service. 
Jack ,Vildfire was so enraptured Ht having it in his 

power to obtain ~\Irs. Cleland's haucl, that he immediately 
accepted of tlte commis::,ion, and vowed her foe should 
either foll a sacrifice to her just resentment, or that he 
wonl<l not surYi,·e the conflict. " Tell me but his name," 
he added, " :111d I will go in pur:-uit of him this iustant." 
H You will he st1rpri~e<l," resumed Mrs. Cleland," when I 
te1l vou the name of t hi:; base seducer ; he is no other 
than¥ \Yilliams." " ,villiams !" said he, with astonish
ment. " E..,en so," she replie<l. '" After having carried 
off my daughter and placed her out of my power of 
reachi1w her, he has returned bat:k to sa,e apµearauccs, 
and make the world believe he liad no han<l in her ~lope
ment." 

'\Vildfire, who knew '\Vi\liams, begnn somewtmt to relax 
from his first eao·eruC':-;s. "}Ia<larn," said he, "is 11ot 
justice open to you?', " Certaiuly,'' ~he. replied, ~' I 
i,hould have taken that cour::;e had I been lll posses::i1on 
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of l!vidences. In vain dicl I make the strictest enqniry if 
any ont> could o-ive me the least in:sight into this treacherous 
afi~lir-I coulcl"'trace nothino· that would be of serYice to 

D 

nH' : therefore, I have 1w mrans left than to avenge 1e 
iusult myst->lf, or at least to guide the arm that will stancl 
forlh in uw cause. You, Sir, I ha\'e fixed upon; and, I 
repeat it, ·upon that condition, my hand and my whole 
fortune shall be yours." 

These last words .io·ain rouzed '1Vildfire's ambition, and 
t, d . 

he promised that ere to-morrow's dawn he woul go m 
search of their common enemy. After this promise he 
retired. 

l\Irs. Cleland passed a night of greater tranquillity than 
she had done for some time before. The hope of soon 
seeing her Yengeance completed, calmed for some moments 
her impetuous and cruel sonl. 

The sun had. scarce appeared above the horizon before 
,vil<ltire set forward in pursuit of \Yilliams. He called in 
his way at l\Irs. Cleland's, and she was already stirring, 
and 110 sooner saw him than she enquired what news. " I 
fly, madam, to obey your commands." These words threw 
her into snch exstacy, that she flung her arms round his 
neck and tenderly embraced him, seeming-ly anxious of 
i11ttarni11g- him still more in her cause, and it had the 
cle~ired l~ffect. Such iR the influence of dangerous women, · 
that we become their ~lan~s, sacrifice frien<lship and every . 
social tie to their blind passions.-\Yild(ire rushing from 
h~r arms, seemed lo fly upon the wings of love to certaia 
\'H.:tory. 

Kn~wing \Yilliam~•s great fondness of Rhooting, he 
thonght as the \\Cather was 80 farnural,le for this sport, 
he should certainly mt-et him in his m,ual track; but, by 
some accicleut, \\"illiams did uol o·o out th,1.t mornino·. 
"~ildfire fruitles::-1) waited near his house for several hou~s 
successi\·ely._ .\t lengtl~ his patienc_e being quite exhaust
~cl he went rnto an adpcent public-house, and wrote as 
follows:-

" You have orenvhelmccl with shame and diiwrace a 
family for whom [ ha,·e a great esteem. It is wi~h your 
1,lon_d _that I must wash away this dishonour, of which I 
part1<.:1pate. I e:-ipcct to meet ,·uu bv ei<rht o'clock at the 

l f 
• . t, 

em o yonr garden wall. 1 shall be alone." 
\\~hen \\rilliams received this billet, he was with his 

father, who opened it. " Heavens t what. do I read r" 
CZ 
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sai<l the g·ood old man, " every thing conspires to rend my heart iq pieces. Ueacl, my son, and see if you are capable of bl'iug guilty of what you are accused." "No, father," rPplied \Villi:uns, " I am calumniated; but my blood is rt-r1nll'ed, anr.i it must be s19ilt. A mother, unworthy of b.·iug such, has buri<'d her daughter alive, bnt nothing less than my iife can '5atisfy her, b11t this female mon$ter's de~ign is not yet accomplish d. The wretch that is willing to lrnd hi~ ha11d may firE't experience the effects of mine, bPing guided bj· love an<l honom.'' \Vhat, do yon talk of honom ?" said his father; '· in what dues it consist? Did jt ever require ns to cut oue Hnoti1er's throats? l\Iore crqd than the most ferocious a11imals, man makes true glory consist in shedding the blood of his fellow-creatures ! ~hocking and barbarous custom.'' 
Young \Villiams, resolving to obey the manuate, made no reply, but seemed to acquiesce in his father's reasoning, iu order to conct:'al his i:ire11tion. " Your will, Sir, is my law; I fed that rnv soul, , .. Lich w,:s animated with fabe _glory, yields implicftly to your reasouing. It does more, ~t <.lesp.ises the offence, and pities the offonder." 

The air of sincerity with which this was expres~ed, imposed upon the old man, ,rho ernLraccd his -;on with g-reat tn1dt-'rness for '-'ieldin°· to his remou.-,trances · and roun•l' J O ' • I'.) '\Villiams, to complete the imposition, tore the billet in pieces anJ threw it ir;to the fire. 
V~'i!liams retire<l to his chamber earlier than u:mal, k!:-t hy quitting· the hon"e whil::,t hi~ father might see him, smne sus1iicions mio-ht arise. The windows of his apurt-1") 

ment were low, and he could easily let liimsdf clown, which l,e accordi11~ly did. 
It wa::, scarce 11alf pa~t $eren hefore he went to the spot of reudezvons, where he met \'\' tldJirt'. " Come, Sir, let an explanation inllnediately take place, or ::.ollle may con~e in search of me.'' Sa)111~· this he drew his sword, and l11s aut;1~011i~t had only tirne to do the same, wlien they attackt>d cnch other with t>q11al fury, and many lou11ges pa!>sed b1efore t:'itlit:r was wounded. .Mr. \Villiams, who was not so uthletic a~ hit; antagoni::.t, Legan to faint witl1 the 

fotio·11e • aud he tliouo·lit it 11C:'cessa1T, in his pre:,e11t critical :Situ~tio:1, to oppose ::-iartiti,:e to st~·engtli.-\Villiams laid hirnsc:lf entirelv 01ie11.; '\Yildlire, decei\·ed by this strata-,.cm tlt•w v~ole{1t1v at him, ;ind e ·po:-ed himself by "' ' . I . hi·; wau t of :-kill, w!i,d :,\' j!liu:os .r.ufiting by, rnu 11,lll 
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thronoh the bodr. \Yilliams had no sooner withdrawn his 
sword7 that lie n;ade a precipitate retreat towards the gar
den \\all; bnt before he reached the gate he was surround
ed bv four men in masks, who immediately seized and 
cJi.,ar;ned him, then blinded his eyes, and put him into a 
chaise that w~1s waiting i11 an adjacent wood. 

Those kidnappers, who were employed by l\Irs. Cleland, 
a11d w<'re prornisl'd a consicleraLle snm for extcuting· her 
project, were to seir:e ,Yi\liams in the manner just men
tio1'ied, in case he shonld prm·e vi<.:torious. The chaise had 
clrin·n some miles before it stopped. Duri11g the time 
"\Yilliams could obtain no answer from two, of the rnffians., 
,vho were in the chaise with him. At length they aliq;hted 
at a lonesome house at :;omt~ di::-tauce from the road, the 
an!llllt-' of which was a m11-row lant:>. Here he was con
d ud<~d to a dark room, that resl'mbleJ one of the cells in 
the Hastile, the apperture of a window only t,.,nded to 
make " darkness visibl('." The door was locked upon 
him, and he was ldt to meditate ul'on his impending 
fatt,. 

A ,·iolent storm of hail, thunder, and lighting arose, 
,..-liich gratified hi~ melau<'lioly ; for, as Zauga. says, 

" Horrors 110w were not displeasing to him ;" 

a11d be sai<l with the i.\Joor, 

" I like this roe kin~ of t1w brittlement-
Hage on ) e wi 11ds-lrn r~t clouds, and waters roar. 
\'~tl bear a just re::.en1hl:rnce of my fortune, 
.And suit the gloomy habit of my soul/' 

l-kre we rnu&t leave the unfortunate, worthy young man 
for the present. 

At length sleet, ovi>rc:nne him, the influence of the 
drowsy god prcvailt>d, aud he sunk into his arms, where he 
for~ot his ::.orrows, the world, and the cruel treatment he 
had ju1,,t met with. 

In the mean while Leonora remained immured in her 
co1went, perpetually tormented by the lady aubess to take 
the veil, und recalling every moment to her rnin<l the 
witih~8 of her mother. She seldom quitted her chambel' 
unlt•:-s it was to go to the refectory, and to perform officiai 
dn~ies. She there appeared melancholy and dejected, 
which, howeyer, ishe endeavoured to surmount, anu instantly 
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r~turnt•d lo her :tp1ti·tn11~11t as :-0011 as possible. A voutw 
lady, who was a pen-,ioiwr under the bame roof, som~time-;, 
vi:,ite(l h('r. She was the daughter uf a rici1 rnercha11t at 
Bordeaux, :wd her name ,;as Adelaide, and one of the be:st 
tPmpered g!rls in the world. Tender liearts have a srmµa
thi!>i11g plea:,ure iu comparing rnisfort:.rnes. Her soul p;1rto'ok 
of tl1e ruelaucholy state of her frie11d'5 mind, though :,he wa~ 
utterly i~·11oraut of the cause. Lcouorn was 11~>L of that 
dass of feuiales who think they solace their g-rid', by com
~nunicating· it to all the world. l-lt>r chagriu wa~ pla11tt?d 
JU her bosom ; she cveu suffored to tiucl that Adelaide dis
coYer<'d it. 

Leonora and Adel.,ide were walking tog·ether one day, 
when the latter eutreate<l l\liss Cleland to inform her of 
the cause of those tears which she involnutarilv shed. 
" Have you not confidence in we?'' said that amiable girl. 
Leonora, Yanquished hy such rept'ated <1uestions, aud still 
more by the real affection she entertained for Adelaide, 

, assented to her entreaties. 
They seated themselves in a kin<l of alcove, and 

Leonora was on the poiut of entcriug upon her story, 
when sister Sophia, a young nu11, who had alreucly 
ta ken the vows, snrprised them. She had for some 
time past endeavour<~J to enter into a friendly intercourse 
with Leonora., au<l leugth consented to gi\. e the fullo\\ing 
narrative : 

., \Ve resided at a cn&tle which my father hacl at some 
di~tance from GreuolJle. \Vheu 1 had attained my twelfth 
year, my father, who was a wido\\'er, iustead of h,;,·i11g me 
taught' the proper imtrnctions for a you11g female, made 
me put on a male habit, and accompany him to the ch.ace, 
.i sport he was uncornmonly fond of~ I began also to take 
a fancy to it, and I was soou engag;ed in no other pursuit. 
The marquis of Beam·ille often visited my father, and as 
frequently c.line<l with him, and usually hunted with him. 
Oue <lav· he brono·ht his son with him : he ,,as a youth J b -uncommonly handsome, and I ,vas instautly struck with 

·l1is appearance. He ,,·as 110w in his tif'teeuth year, an 
.io·e when the tnmultuous passions begin to as::iail the heart, 
tgo weak to re~ist their impressions. At the sight of the 
youno- marquis, I felt such emotions as I had never before 
blien ~ensible of. The y~ung marquis observed my em
barrassment. Being older than me, an.d having- acquired 
more judgment, he -suggested all that passed iu my 
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. ii~::.om, and res~lred to take aclvantage of my distress. 

"\Ve get out for the d1nce, and I !ired sl'veral times\\ ilbout 

doiuo· auy execntion. I was laughe<l at for want of dex

terit~. i re1Jlietl in a faulterin°· mice, tlwt this \\'as not 
. ~ 

my lucky day. \Ye returned llo1,.1e in the ert:niug, and 

yomio- Bt,au\·iHe had not beea moi·e ::-1H.:ce::-sfol tlwn my-
• r, • 

!:-elf, which atfordell me some consolatiou. Our guests ,, 

~upped and slept at the ca:;tle. I nen·r closed rny eyes 

for screral hour:,,, nor contd l dis111i:,s the imag-e of the 

marquis lrom my faucy. l had uot ::.lept two hours,\\ hen 
1 

soni(•liody rapt at my ch,unber-door, and I soon recollectecl 

the marquis's voi<'c. 'Come, miss,' said he, ' it is time to 

rise; its ,broad day-light.' I repli1.::d, I was getting up, 

au<l put on my cloaths in a hurry. I foulHl my father and 

our gnests prepared to take the field. -\Ye took ::,ome 

small refreshmeut and mounted our lton,es. \Ye hud this 
clay very good sport, thou 5 h my father met with au acci

(leut Liv a fall from his hor:.:;e. 
" o;ir o·ue:st remained \\ith us two davs lonoer 111 whi('h 

::, . ::, ' 
time mr lover found means to make a declaration of his 

1ias~ion·, and he urged me to ackuo\\'ledge l entertailled a. 

inutual passion for him. The nw1mer in which J received 

his dec.:laratiou tuo clearly proved that he was uot iucli('.. 

fere11t to· me~ 'I am,' said he, with a clet>p sigh, ' with the 

g-reate:st reJ uctauce f;Oing to leaYe ) ou, and I rnay not, per

-hap~, .ee you a~ain for a con~iderab\e time,' I could uot re

frain ~ayin~, '\\' hat will p-rt0 \·ent you? Is it necessary that 

your father must alwaj,S accompcmy you? l\Jy f~tther loves 

_and esteerns you, and you wil I ah\~,)::, confer a pleasure on 

him, by making your appearance here.' Ile seemed en

raptured at the inYitation I gave him, and we parted mu .. 

tually satisfied. 
'< In fine he departed, an<l with him went my heart and 

tranquillity of mm<l. A week elapsed without seeing n1y 

lover; but not a momeut 1rn$::ied without his imao·e beine-o ._..., 

present before me. l\Iy thoughts were incessantly engaged 

.in conteuqJ\.1ting his rnauy ueauties, ae<l my uightly dreams 

culled forth the marquis on .my pillow. 

" At len°th he came to see me, after a serlaration of 
0 

eight days, which appeared as so many years, or rather 

centuries. He f1,,mnd me all alone, my father being abroad 

on a visit at some distance from home and was not ex .. 

pectetl to return till the next day. I could not conceal 
the pleasure 1 receiv~ in beholding the m,nquis; and he 

' 
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ran to me with open arms, and embraced me. Could I think that such a beautiful mon::ster came to dishonour Ille, 

" \"\.hilst we were> at supper, he proposed goini the n<>:--;t morning to kill a hare. ' \Ve will set out,' said lw, 'at <lay break, and return to dinner.' "\,\.ith pleasure I «·aw•rly accepted the ill\·itation. vVe retired early to rest, au<l I shnt mp,elf into my chamber. 
" I have already said, I used to ride in men's apparel: I remember on that <lay 1 put on a green coat, a circumstance that I ~hall ever recolleet. It was about five in the morning when we st!t out, aud continued hunti11g near six hours, when we pursued some game into a little wood. The sha<le, the silence which pre,·ailecl, tlie beauteous flowers that exhaled perfume::;-all-al! i1Hited to repose. The marquis proposed it; l was extremely fatigul·d, a11d overcome with hntt, yielded to the proµosal ; i il r1o~e11ee is incapable of stb[H'cti11g guilt. I was with a man of whom I entcrtaine<l the hig-he::;t opinion, and knew him to he a 

gentleman. llad l eutertainf!d a thought to his pn:j udice, · I shonld hm·e despised myself for it." " This was rf'ally prejudice," ~aid Leouora, in return; " but I will not interrupt you,'' and Sophia resumed her story. 
"\\'e sat clown, when the marquis, pulling-out a smaiJ flagon from his pocket he asked me if I would take a sup of liquor by way ot: refreshment. I conse11te<l-ln1t had scarce ~wallowed the treacherous drau 0 ·ht when l found a stran cre 0 :"1 emotion throughout my whole frame. It appeared as if the volnptuousde::;1res mn in my re111s,and sleepsoon succeeding, not before my ryes had, doubtless, betray('d my extraordi1iary seu::satious, the traiior, whom I so sincerely lo,·ed, availed himself of my situation, and I soon found myselt~ awaking from my lethargy, in a state I need not describe • .All my effort::; to d}seug-a~e were in vain, l struggled till my pow€:'rs were completely exhausted, an<l I swooue<l. Ile now triumphed, to the foll extent of l1is brutality, over my eredu1ity and my weakness, theu left me ,vhilst 1 was still inseusibie. 

" \Vhen I recovered, finding in what an inhuman manner I had ueeu treated, rage took place of love in my brea~t, autl I resolved upon revenge for the iujmy l had received at the price of my ravisher's life. Upon arriring at the castle, I fonnd my father, ,..,·ho had returned from his vi:sit sooner than he was expeeted. He asked rne if I hac! 
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Leen hunting alone: to which I n-•plied, ' the yonng n:rnr
quis had been with me, and had retnrned home upon some 
parti<:u lar business :' my father tiai<l\ no rnore upon the 
occasion. 

" The marquis's place of abo<ll' was uot aboYe _a league 
di::itant from ours, and almost daily some of h1s people 
passed our way. From one of these I learned, that the old 
marquis had purchased a regimellt for his son, and that he 
"as to set out in two days to join it. 

"1\s [ rode out almost e\'ery <lay, I conlcl, without liein.~ 
·sn-;pected by my father, go in search of my betrayer. I 
took two pair of pistols and departed at day-break, ,I 
knew the road the marquis was to take, and I waited for 
him at some distance from his house, at the corner of a 
lane which he must necessarily pass. 

" I was not posted here above a qnarter of an hour be
fore he made his appearance, followed by a servant. At 

.his approach n.1y fury rage<l with double force. I resolved to 
let the marquis pass and shoot the servant, that there might 
be only two opponents at 0;1ce to combat. I fired upon and 
mi~sed him; terririe<l he rode off full speed. His master, 
alarmed at the report, came np to me with a pistol in his 
hand. ' It was thee, ' r:;ai<l I, ' that I wanted,' and, in 
uttering those words, rode np to him and jostled him. He 
fired, and the hc).11 went do:,e to my liand, hut did not 
wound me; but rno:·e fortunately my ball t,ok place and 
shot him thron 6h the hl'ad, and he fell, ex1,iring under his 
lwn;e. I now unmasked, and thus addressed him: ':Mon
ster as thou art! thus art thou jnstly punished for thy 
perfidy.' He hel<l out his tremblitJg· haud toward me, L1.it 
expired without being able to utter a single syllable. As 
io nw, I judged it prudent to quit the fatal spot with all 
speed. 

" l\Jy father saw me retnrn-<leath was depicted in · rny 
eyes. Astoni:.-hed, he cried, ' \Vhat is the matte1· with 
thee? \\' hat has happened ?' I was incapable of makino
auy reply, but in a tremulous state, alightmg from my 

. horse, ht.: U!-isisted me to ~-aiu the hall. After l had some
what n·covert'<l myself, l ~aid iu a faultering voice, ' Ah ! 
rny·dear father, the clee<l is doue-and I must tear nwself 
from the 011\y mortal I, estee111 on ea rt 11. Lea\·e you I niust, 
and_ that iustnutly. Orclt!r the horses to be put in the 
clia1se, and in the meau \, hile I will relate to you all tlu~.t has 
happened.' He withdrew for a rnomeut, and then rcturnd~ 
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I ~0011 related to him all th;1t had octnre<l betweeu tile 
marquis anJ 1u,·~elf. "'he11 l had tini:,hecl mv rel.itio11 he . " ' 
s-o hi;.!,hly approved of my couduct, that lie foldL·<l me iu 
his arms, and embraced me in tlie mo-,t fr11dcr manner, 
whilst his eyes streamed with an i11voluntan flood of tl'ars. 
' Go my daughter,' said he, ' fly from the" sevcrit~· of the 
laws-.lJut, alas! what ha::.t thou done?' ''..\ly duty, ~ir,' 
I replied. Here we were interrupted by a servant an
nouncing· the chaise,. being ready. I immediately set c,!t~ 
and travelling- night and day, speedily arrived here. 

" F~r several days my mind was totally engaged in re
co1lectmg ,\·hat had p:isse<l ; it appeared to me like a 
dream, au<l I stillcontinued in a kind of reverie. But the 
delirium soon changed-my former flame, which I thought 
had been entirely extinguished, burst forth with more rage 
than e,·er. The bleeding imag-e of the marquis incessantly 
pursued me, and I was miserable to the extreme. 

A t, I 

~~u rt; 

r,:~ 

"I said to my father one day, with a kind of enthu-
siasm, ' There he is-heaven justly punishes me ! I am :·•.' 
come to insult it eYen upon the Yery spot sti II smoaking with fr,'' 

· 1 I . d 1 . •!~,:": my gui t- must expiate 1t, an )}' consecrating myself for , . 
<:'.Ver to God, only can I accomplish it.' My father con- ~· 
sented with great reluctance, as I was his only child. By ; " , 
reiterated prayers, however I pre\·ailed ; and aft<•r a year P•' 
had elapsed in g-rl'at security, I took the vows. Since that 
time, all remor::.e of couscieuce has ceased-I pass my days 
in the utmost tru1H-1uillity, and, l may add, perfectly 
happy." 

llJr-

Here Sophia concluded her narrative. It was then late, 
and these amiable girls sPparated, after a promise of 
secrecy was o·i\'en respeeti1w all that had been related, ::-, ::, 
and yows of the most pt!t-fect frientlship were inter-
changed. 

Duri1Jg· this period, l\Ir. '\Yilliams's father beiug uneasy 
at not knowing wh<,ther his son had gone to rest, went up 
to his chamlier, in orcler to satis(r himself. Ue liacl a passt• 
parto11t, und, accordiu~ly opt:1wcl the door. "I.Jean·1h :" 
cried he, at tindino· him absent, " he i~ g-011C'. (}o," saitl 
he, to his sou's trist\' valet, " and save· him from perJi
tion.'' The latter accordi11;,;ly set out to the fatal ~pot, 
with two companions and flambnmx. Bnt i.\Ir. "\\'illiams 
had IJeen carrieJ off before their arrival, and they only 
fouud "ril<ltire, who was still alive. .At the glare of the 
fiambeaux he raised hi:; eye-lids, which had been closed by 
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the approach of death. lle,enJea\'oured to speak, but his 

" tono·ue refnsed its office. I-le, howe..,·er, made a strenuous 
etfo~t to acknowledge that his temerity had been justly 

, punished, and expired. . 
As this was all the intelligence these scouts could gain, 

'•, they returned back and ac;11rninted i\Ir. \\'il_liams with it. 
'p At first, finclino· they brou<>ht no tidings of his son, ~1e cqn-

0 ° d l h' . cl uded he was dea<l; but being; informe t 1at 1s antagomst 
1• was found expiring, it was concluded young l\Ir. \\Tilliams had 
,1, taken tlioht to avoid the rio·our of J·ustice, and it was ho1Jed 

;-:, r., 

some tidings would be gained of him in a short time. 
Vain hope ! he was devoted to the infernal fury of a 

a jealous, disappointed female, who thought that the insult 
he had offered her, and the passion he en~ertained for he1· 

· • <laughter, could be expiated only by the most cruel tor• 
men ts. 

In fine, l\Ir~. Cleland had kept him closely confined for 
six month~, in the dung·eon we have already described. A 
wan iu tlise:ui-se bronoht him dailv sufficient nutriment to {' n ., 
keep him ali\'e. Iu doing· this, the atten<lant preserved th~ 
strictest bileuce. Jlr. "'\Yillia111s repeatedly askeJ him the 

• r sit nation of the place he was coufiued iu, a11d by whose 
·• order hl' was there detaineJ ; but without effect. Prayers 
"· aud promises ,,ere t'qually uuavailing·. His food, such as it 

wa:-, he n:ct>ive<l throu•rh a wicket, au<l the porter instantly 
,1· 0 
u1sappeared. 

rs For beveral days after i\Jr. ,Yilliams's confinement, he 
1r refused taking- any nourishment whatever, resoh·iug to put 

a period to his wretched existence, by starving; but at 
', length nature, and the remembrance of his lovely Leonora, 

1ne,ailt·d over this resolution, and he yielded to the forci
,J, Lie solit:itatious of the keenest hu11~·er. 
r,• .\lrs. Clda11d ,.,ent frequently to see the victim of her 

vengeance. She attentively coutemplated his person with
out beiug- perceiYed by him. One <lay as she observed him 

,u seatnl on his !Jed-side in the greatest trnn'}uillity, a com-
po~ure that a great minJ posses:-es, and that rises superior to_ 
misfortunes. " This is too much," sai<l she to herself; 

. 1l "his l:fe is in my hands; but will his destrut:tion nfford 
,,. me c·omplt.'te revt,• twe? No, it would rob me of more than 

lmlf m,· i11tended ~eno·eanc.:e. I will be reven°etl-but it 
v O 0 

::.hall be a sacrifice far more cruel than death it:;elf.-by an 
atonement proportioned to the iuj ury I have rect'iYe<l. 

Of the four kidnappers she harl employed to cany off 
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l\Ir. ,\Tillinrnc:, three had fallen Yictirns to her fury: oulv 
-Oile remained in lier sen·ice. As au ncco111plice it; all he·r 
crimes, she entertained no suspicion that he ,rould betray 
her secret. 

• At day-break i\1 rs. Clelancl sent f~r her ofiicial rn:rn, 
Damed Brown, the accornplice of her wicked rnachinatious. 
" Brown," ~aicl ~lie, "l have al\\ays found yon strictly 
attached to my sen·ice, an<l devoted to my interest, get iuto 
the chaise, and I will explain the business l want to employ 
YOU in.'' 
· No sooner were thry seated in the post-chaise, than slie 
iuformed him, she was g·oill'" to hrin!:!: ber dauo-hter hack 

t._.· ,-, •.J 0 

from the co:ive11t," a11d 1 will g·i,·e her YOU in marria"e; 
•J J 0 

bnt we 11111st corn11el her to rrin• you her hand in the JHe-::, . 
sence 01' her lonr, that he may be a spectator of the cere-
1~10ny. H she ~liould refuse to yiel<l to this man<late, the 
death of \Yillia111s, by driving- her to despair, will grati(v 
my revenge against them both. I wi 11 then r<:>place Leonora 
in her convent, never to issue from it, and my han<l, iu lieu 
of her's, shall he your reward." 

They embarked at Dover the next din·, and rcRched the 
conYen't in a short time. As soon as she alighted she de
sired to see the lady abbess, aucl i\Jrs. CJclaud being an
uounced, the superior brong-ht with her Leonora. She told 
the abbess she had come to take her daughter with her to 
see a relation in the -army, who had lately 'arrin!<l from 
abroad. At the same time· directing· Lrouo;·a to pnck up 
some clothes she 111ight want. Leonora soon returning-, 
they fook leave of the abbess, and, accouipanied hy Brown, 
set off the next morning for Eng-land, when she repaired to 
tl1e prison where l\Jr. vVilli:uns was cont1nerl, ""ho, at the 
sin·ht of her, attemprerl ' to rnsh on her, bnt was seized an<l 
cl~1iued to a staple ii1 thc\ya\l, and there left. 

l\1rs. Cleland soon returue~, acrompanierl with Leonora, 
"There," said ~he:" contemplate the author of ' your mis
fortuucs. Here l ,vill keep him conlinecl nev<>r to depart; 
a1id insist upon your giriug yonr hancl to :Mr. Bron·n; he 
is the man I intend for your husband." "No, madam," 
said ~he, " I have pledged myself to l\Ir. ,villiams, and f 
will never break 111)' vows. A perpetual imprisonment 
would be less shocking than the monstrous alliance yot1 
propose to me.'' " This would be too gentle a sentence, 
therefore his life shall he terminated in your presence." 
'' lVliat a monster!" cried Leonora, and imme<liately 
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ewoon~d. Leonora having recovered, " No," said Brown. 
" such complicated villany never entered my heart. :Mrs. 

Clebnd's conduct wo~ld shock the greatest villain on earth. 

:Fear nothing·, :Miss; and you, Sir, I hope, will think me 

"''orthy of your pity and your friendship, when you find ia 
what manner lam going to act towards you. Having bee11 

instrumental in your captivity, it behoves me to break your 

chains. Those who were my accomplices in kidnapping 
,·011, have been rewarded with death for their services." 

Saying this, he set "rilliams free, who immediately flew to 

Leonora, and embraced her most tenderly. 
" You have not a moment now to lose," exclaimed Brown; 

"fly while the path is clear.'" Williams, accompanied by Leo
nora, readily followed his advice, and in a few hours after they 

were united in marriage. It is impossible to describe the 

n.tge and disappointment of l\1rs. Cleland, at her return to 

the dungeon, to find only Brown there. In the first vio .. 

lence of her passion, she accused Brown of treachery and. 

cowardice, but as her passion subsided, the recollection how 

much she was in the power of ,villiams, induced her to 

set>k a compromise, and Brown, having voluntarily under-. 

took to be the bearer of her message to the new m!:\rried. 
couple, in a few days she was visited by her daughter and 
son-in-law, aud consented to approve of their union. 

D 
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ON \Vednesday, September 13th, 1769, between three 
and four o'clock in the afternoon, I ,.,eut iuto a little wood 
called Northwoodside (~itnate betweeu two or three mile; 
to the N. ,v. of Glc1s

0
0-ow), with a des;o•n to .:rather a fe\V 

} 
. 0 t" 

iazel-nuts. I thrnk that I could not have been in the 
wood more than a quarter of an hour, nor have gathered 
more than ten nuts, before I unfortunately fell iuto an olJ 
coal-pit, exactly seventeen yards deep,·" hic:h had been 
made through a solid rock. I was some little time imensi
ble. Upon recovering my recollection, I found myself 
~itting (ne.arly ail a tailor does at his work), the b·lood 
flowing pretty fast from my mouth; 'and I thought that 
I had broken a blood vessel and consequently had not long' 
to live; but, to my great comfort, I soon discovered that 
the blood proceeded from a wound in my tongue, v.:hich I 
suppose I had bitten in my fall. Looking at my watch, 
it was ten minutes past four, and getting up, I surveyed 
my limbs, and to my inexpressible joy, found that not one 
was broken. I was soon reconciled to my situation, having 
thought from my childhood that so!llething very extraordi
nary was to happen to me in my life; and I had not the 
least doubt of being relieved in the morning; for the wood 
being ,but small and situated _near a populous city, it is 
much frequented, especially in the nutting season, and there 
are several foot-paths leading through it. 

Night now approached, when it began to rain, not in 
gentle showers, but in torrents of water, such as is generally 
experienced at the autumnal equinox. The pit I had 
fallen into was about five feet in diameter; but, not having 
been worked for several years, the subterranean passages 
were chsaked upt so that I was exposed to the rain, which 
continued, with very small intermission, till the day of my 
release; and, indeed, in a very short time, I was completely 
wet through. In this comfortless condition I endeavoured 
to take some repose. A forked stick that I had found in 
the pit., and which I placed diagonally to the side of it, 
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served alternately to support my head as ~l pillow, ~r my 
body occasionally, which was much bruised; but m the 
whole time I remained here, I do not think that I ever slept 
one hour together. Ha\~na l)assed a verv <lisa 0 Teeable and 

L ~ • 0 

tedious night, I was somewhat cheered with the appearance 
of dav-liaht and the melody of a robin red-brem,t that 
had p~rcl~ed 'direc:tly over the ·1110uth of the pit ; al!d this 
pretty little warbler continued to visit my quarters e~'ery 
rnorninv durinrr mu confinement; whici1 I construed rnto 

::, o J • l 
a happy omen of' my future deliverance; and I srncere Y, 
believe the trust I had in Providence, and the company ot 
this little bird, ,~ontributed much to that serenity of mind 
I constantly enjoyed to the last. At the distance of about 
a hn11drecl yards in a direct line from the pit, there was a 
water-mill. The miller's house was nearer to me, and the 
road to the mill was still nearer. I could frequently hear 
the hor.~es going this road to and from the mill ; frequently 
l heard hnman vuices; and I could distinctly hear the 
ducks and hens about the mill. 1 maJe the best use of 
my voice on every occasion; but to no purpose; for the 
wind, which was constantly high, blew in a direct line 
from the mill to the pit, which easily accounted for what I 
heard; and, at the same time, my voice was carrie<l the 
contrary way. I cannot say I suffered much from hunger. 
After two or three days that appetite ceased ; bnt my thirst 
was intolerable; and, though it almost constantly rained, 
yet I cou l<l not till the third or fourth day preserve a drop 
of it, as the earth at the bottom of the pit sucked it up as 
fast as it ran down. In this distress I sucked my clothes; 
but from them I could extract b•Jt little moisture. 

The shock I received in the fall, too·ether with the 
?islocation_ of one of my ribs, kept ~1e, I imagine, 
rn a contrnual fever; I cannot otherwise account for 
my suffering so much more from thirst than I did 
from hunger. At last I discovered the thio-h-bone of 
a bull (which I afternards heard had fallen i1rto the pit 
about eighteen years before me) almost covered with the 
e_arth. I dug it up, and the large end of it left a cavity 
that, I suppose, might contain a quart. This the water 
grad_ually drained into, but so very slowly that it was a 
considerable time before I could oet a nut-shell full at a 
time; ~vhich I emptied into the pal~n of mJ hand, a11d so 
<lrank 1t. -The water now becran to increase pretty fa:st so 
that I was glad to enlarge my ~et-errnir, insomuch tfrnt on' the 
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fourth or tifth day I bad a isufficient supply; aud thiis water 
was certainly the presen'ation of rny life. 

A~ the bottom of t!ie pit there were great quautities of 
re1Jtiles, such as frou-s, toads laro·e bla<'k snails or sluO'S 

~ , l"I . ' r,, 

&e. These noxious creatures woldcl frequently crawl about 

me, and often 1brot iuto my reservoir: nevertheless I thouo-ht 
. h ~ 
It t e sweete~t water I hdd ever tasted; and at this dis-
~ance of time the remembrance of it is so sweet, that, were 

it now possible to obtain any of it, I am snre ] could 
swallow it with avidity. I have frequently taken both 

frogs and toads out of my neck, where 1 suppose they 
took shelter while I slept. The toads I always destroyed, 

but the frogs I carefully preserved, as I did not know but 

I might be under the necessity of eating them, which I 
ihould not have scrupled to have done had I been very 
hungry. 

Saturday, the 16th, there fell but little' rain, and I ha<l 

the satisfaction to hear the voices of some boYS in the 

wood. Immediately I called out with all my rnig~ht, but it 
was all in vain, though I afterwards learned that they 

8Ctually heat'd me; but, being prepossessed with an idle 
. story of a wild man being iu the wood, they ran away 
a!frighteJ. 

Sunday, the 17th, was my birth-day, when I completed 
my forty-first year; and I think it was the next day some 

of my acquaintance, having accidentally heard I had gone 
the way I did, sent two or three porters out purposely to 
~earch the pits for me. The::.e men went to the miller'~ 

house, antl made enqniry for me; but, on account of the 
very great rain at the time, they never entered the wood, 

but cruelly returned to their employers, telling them they 
}rnd searched the pit, and that I was not to be found. 

l\Iany people in my dismal situation would, no doubt, have 
died with despair; but, I thank God, I enjoyed a perfect 
serenity of mind ; ~o much so, that on the Tuesday after
noon, nnd when I had been six nig-hts in the pit, I very 

composedly (by way of amusement) combed my wig on my 

knee, and hummed a tuue. 
At length the morning, September 20, the happy morn

ing for my deliverance came; a day that, while my me
mory lasts, I will always celebrate with gratitude to Htaven ! 
Through the brambles an<l bushes that co\'ered the mouth 
of the pit, I could discover the sun shining· bright, and my 
pretty warbler was chuunting hii mt!lodiou~ strains, when 
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my attention was roused by a confused noise of human 
Toices, which seemed to be approaching fast towards the 
pit; I immediately called out, and most agreeably sur
prised several of my acquaintance, who were in search of 
me. Many of them are still living in Glassgow ; anrl it is 
not long since I had the very great satisfaction ?f enter
taining one of them at my apartments. They told me that 
they had not the most distant hope of finding me alive; 
but wished to give my body a decent burial, should they 
be so fortunate as to find it. As soon as they heard my 
voiee, they all ran towards the pit, and I could distin
guish a well-known voice exclaim, " Good God ! he is still 
living!" Another of them, though a very honest North 
BritoB, betwixt his surprise and joy, could not help asking 
me, in the Hibernian style, if I were still alive? I told him 
I was, and hearty too; and then gave them particular direc
tions how to proeeed in getting me out. Fortunately, at 
that juncture a collier, from a working pit in the neigh
bourhood1 was passing along the road, and from hearing an 
unusual noise in the wood, his curiosity prompteJ him to 
learn the occasion. By his assistance, and a rope from the 
mill, I was soon safely landed on terrafirma. The miller's 
wife had very kindly brought some milk warm from the 
cow; but, on my coming into the fresh air, I grew rather 
faint, and could not taste it. Need I be ashamed to ac
knowledge, that the first dictates of my heart prompted me 
to fall on my knees, and ejaculate a silent thanksgiving· to 
the God of my deliverance ; since, at this distant time, I 
never think of it but the tear of gratitude starts from my 

, eye. 
Every morning while I was in the pit, I tied a knot in. 

the corner of my handkerchief, supposing that, if I died 
there, and my body should be afterwards found, the num
ber of knots would certify how many days I had lived • . 
Almost the first question my friends asked me was, how 
long I had been in the pit? I immediately drew my hand
kerchief from my pocket, and bade them· count the knots. 
They found se\'(:111, the exact number of nights I had been 
there. ,ve uow ha:stened out of the wood, I <'onld walk 
without support; but that was not allo" ed, e-ctch pe•soL\ 
pre8et,t ~triving- to show me how much they were re joiced. 
that the} haJ found me alive and so well. They led me 
to the miller's house, where a great nuu, her of i,,eople were· 
collecl~d to see me. A ge1 tleman, who had a country-
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house just by, very kindly, at my rt>qnest, seut for a glass 
of white wiue. I ordered a piece of bread to he toasted, 
'\vhich I soaked in the wine and cat. I now desired the 
miller's wife to make me up a bed, fondly thiukirw that 
nothing. more was ,~anting than a little refreshing 

O 

sleep 
to term111ate my misfortune. But, alas ! I was still to 
'-!ndergo greater sufferings than I had yet endured. By 
the almost continual rains, together with the cold damp 
arising from the groun_d on which I lay, anJ not being able 
to take the least exercise to keep up a proper circulation of 
the blood, my legs were mnch swelll•d and benumbed. 
Some of my friends observing this, proposed to send to 
Glasgow for medical a~vice. I at first declined it, and 
lrnppy had it been for me had I pursued my own inclina
tions; bnt unfortunately for me a physician aud surgeou 
were employed, both of them ignorant of what ought to 
lrnve been done. Instead of ordering my legs into cold 
water, or rubbing them with a coan,e towel, to bri1Jg on a 
gradual circulation they applied hot bricks and large poul
tices to my feet. This, Ly expanding the blood-vessels too 
suddenly, put me to much greater torture than I ever 
endured in my life, and not only pre\'ented me from enjoy
ing that refreshing sleep I so mu<.:h wanted, but actually 
produced a mortification in both my feet. I do not mean, 
by relating this circumstance, to reflect on the faculty iu 
general at Glasg·ow ; for I was afterwards attended by gen
tlemen who are an honom to the profossion. The same 
method was pursued for seYeral days, without even giving 
me bark, till J mentioned it myself. This happily stopped 
the progress of the mortification, which the doctors did not 
know had taken place, till the miller's wife shewed them a 
black spot, about as broad as a shilling, at the bottom of my 
left hePl. In a d:iy or two more the whole skin, together 
with all the nails of my left foot, and three from my right, 
came off like the fingers of a glo,·e. -

Opposite the river on which the mill stood, there was a 
bleach-field. It is customary for the watchman in the 
night to blow a horn to frighten the thieves. This I fre
<1 uently heard when I was in the pit; and very often when 
I was in a sound sleep at the miller's, I have been awakened 
by it in the grea,test horr~rs, still thinking_ mys~lf i_n the 
pit; so that, in fact, I suffered as much by anagmat1on as 
from reality. 

I continued six weeks at the miller's, when the roads 
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bet:atne too bad for the doctors to visit me, so that I wai 

under the necrssity of being carried in a sedan chair to my 

lodoincrs in Glasgow. By this .time my right foot was 

qui1e ~ell; but in my left, where the above-mentioned 

black spot appeared, there was a large wound, and it too 

plainly proved that the_ os calcis was near+y all <lecay:1 ; 

for the suru-eon put his probe through the centre of it. 

The flesh tgo at the bottom of my foot was quite separated 

from the bones and tendons, so that I was forced to submit 

to have it cut off. In this painful state I lay several 

months, reduced to a mere skeleton, taking thirty drops of 

laudanum eYery night; and though it somewhat eased the 

pnin in my foot, it was generally three or four in the morn .. 

ino· before I aot any rest. My situation now became truly. 

alfrming: l liad a consultation of surgeons, who advised 

me to \\ ait with patience for an exfoliation, ·when they 

had not the leagt doubt but they ishould soon cure my foot. 

At the same time they frankly acknowledged that it was 

impossible to ascertain the precise time when that would 

happen, a:; it might be six or even twelve months before it 

came to pass. ln my emaciated condition I was certa~n 

that it was not possible for me to hold out half that time; 

and knowing that I must be a very great cripple with the 

loss of my heel-bone, I came to a determined resolution to 

have my leg taken off, and appointed the \'ery next <lay for 

the operation ; but no surgeon came near me. I sincerely 

believe, they wished to perform a cure; but being, as I 

thought, the best judge ,>f my own feelings, I was resolved 

this time to be guided by my own opinion; accordingly, on 

the Qnd of l\lay, 1770, my leg was taken off a little below 

the knee. Yet, notwithstanding I had so long endured the 

rod of affliction, misfortunes still followed me. About three 

hours after the amputation bad been performed, and when 

I was quiet in bed, I found myself nearly fainting with the 

loss of blood ; the ligatures had all given way, and the 

arteries had bled a considerable time before it was dis

covered. By this time the wound was inflamed; never

theless I was under the necessity of once more ~uhmitting 

to the operation of the needle, and the principal artery ,HlS 

2;ewed up four different times before the blood was stopped. 

l suffered much for two or three days, not daring to take a 

wink of sleep; for, the moment I ishut my eyes, my l:>tump 

(though constantly held by the nerve) would take such 

convulsire motions, that I really think a stab to the heaJt , 



DA:'.'.ION AND PYTHIAS. 
could not be atteuded with gn~ater pain. 1\Jy blood tco was become so poor and thin, that it absol ntely drained through the wound near a fortnight after my leg was cut off. I lay for eighteen days and nights in one position, not daring to move, lest the lig·ature should again give way; but I conld endure it no long-er, and ventured to turn myself in bed, contrary to the arlvice of my surgeon, which I happily effocted, and never felt greater pleasure in my life. Six weeks after the amputation, I went out in a se<lan chair for the be1:efit of the air, being exactly nine months from the day I fell into the pit. Soon after I took lodginl)'s in the country, where getting plenty of warm new milk~ my appetite and strength increased daily; and to this day, I bless God, I do enjoy perfect health; and I have since been the happy father of uine children. · 

DAMON AND PYTHI/1.S. 

'\VHEN Damon was sentenced, by Dionysius of Sj'!'acuse, to die on a certain day, he prayed permission, in the interim, to retire to his own country, to set the affairs of his disconsolate family in order. This the tyrant intended most peremptorily to refuse, by granting it, as he conceived, on the impossible condition of his procuring some one to remain as hostage for his return, under equal forfeiture of life. Pythias heard the condition, and did not wait for an application on the part of Damon ; he instantly offered himself to durance in the place of his friend, and Damon was accordingly set at liberty. 
The king and all his courtiers were astonished at this action, as they could not account for it on any allowed principles. Self-interest, iu their judgnient, was tlie sole mover of human affairs; and they looked on virtut:>, friendship, benc>.vo!ence, love _of cot~ntry, au<l the like, ns terms invented by the WJ:-e to 1m po::;e upon the wt:>ak. They therefore imputed thi~ act of Pythias to the extiavagance of his folly, to the defect of head merely, and no way to any virtue or good lp~ali ty of he~rt. 

\Vhen the day of the dei:itrned execut10n drew near, the tyrant had the curio~ity to visit Pythia& in his dung·eono 
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Havi1io reproached him for the romantic stupidity of hie 

condu~t, aud rallied him some time on his madness in pre• 

~ntuincr that Damon, by l1is return, would pro,·e as great a 

fool at himself. " :My Lord," saicl Pythias, with a tirm 

voice a1Hl noule aspcd, " l ,, ould it were possible that I 

might sulter a thousand dealhs, rather than my friend 

should fail in auy article of his houour. lie cannot fail 

therein, my Lord. 1 am as contident of his virtue, as l am 

of my own exi~tence. But, I pray, I beseech the gods, to 

preser\'e the life and integrity of my Damon together.

Oppose him, ) e winds! prevent the ea.?:erne~s aud irnpa• 

tieucc of his honourable endeavours ! and suffer him not 

to arri\'e, till, by my death, I have redeemed a life a thou

iand times of more couseqnence, mort" estimation, than my 

own ; more estimable to his lovely wife, to his precious 

little innocents, to his friends, to his country! 0 leaye 

me not to die the worst of deaths in rnv Damon !" 

Dionyoius was confouu<led an<l awc·d hy the dignity of 

these sentiments, and by the manner (still more affecting) 

in which they w~re uttered ; he felt his heart struck by a 

slight sense of invading truth, but it served rather to--per

plex than to undeceire him. He hesitated; he would have 

spoken, but he looked <lown and retired in silence. 

The fatal day arrived. l.>ythias was brought forth, and 

walked, amidst the guard, with a serious but satisfied air, 

to the place of execution. 
Diouysius ,rns already there. He was exalted on a 

moving throne that was drawn by six white bor6es, and 

,at pensive and attenti\'e to the demeanor of the prisoner. 

Pythias came. He vaulted lightly on the scaffold; 

and beholding for some time the apparatus of bis <.h.ath, he 

turned, with a pleased counteuance, and addresse<l the 

ussembly :-
" i\h. lHavers are heard," he cried, '' the o-ods are pro-

• • 
b 

pitious ! You know, my friend-;, that the winds have been 

eo11trary till yesterday: Damon could uot come, could not 

c~llllluer impossibilities: he will he here to-morrow, aud the 

Llood which is shed to-day shall have ransomed the life of 

my friend. 0 could I erase from your bosoms every doubt, 

e\'ery mean suspicion of the honour of the man for whom I 

am about to suffer, I shonld go to my death even ali 

I woul<l to my bridal ! Be it ::;ufficient, in the mean 

time, that my friend wiH be found noble, that his truth ii 

m1irnpc~H·lrnl;le, that he will speedily approve it, that he 
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.to THE NOBLE TI.\SKET-,r AKER. 
place, if, at the expiratiou of the time limited, he ~hould .ijllCceed in his undertaking·. 

Auiinated by the tende~est regard, an1l Ly a high sens!" of the happiness he hoped to enjoy, he went i 1n111ediat<•ly into Flanders, engaged himself to a white twig basketmaker, a11d applied every power of ingenuity u11cJ industry to become skilled iu the bu:,.i11ess. He soon obtai11ed a complete knowledge of the art; ancl before tht> t·xpiration of the time proposed, returned, a11<l brought with him, :u specimens of his skill, se,·er:il baskets adapted to fruit, flowers, ancl needle-work. These were prese1!ted to the young lady, and uni\·enmlly admired for the delicacy and perfection of the wo)·kman~hip. Nothing· 110w remaiued to prevent the accomplishment of the noble youth's wishes; and the marriage was solemnized to the satisfaction of all parties. 
The young couple lived several years in affiuence; and seemed, by their ,·irtues and moderation, to ha,·e secun,d the favours of Fortune. But the ravages of war at leugth extended themseh·es to the Palatinate. Both the families were driven from the country, :m<l their estates forfeited. Arid now opens a most interesting- scene. The young noblc>man commenced his trade of basket-making; ai1d, by his superior skill in the urt, soon commanded e.xtemire bu .. siness. For many years, he liberally supported, not otJly his own farnily, but also that of the g-ood olJ nobleman, hi-, father-in-law ; m.d enjoyed the high !iati~faction of coutrihutino·, oy his own industry, to tbe happiuf:'ss of connexion:. dQuhlt e;ideared to liim by their mi,-fortune~, and who othen~ise would ha,·e sunk into the misenes of neglect and indigence, sharpened by the remembrauce of better duys. 

FlXIS. 

J, Ai tis~, I'1iuter, Lo11tloa. 
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