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PREF.ACE. 

A:\10NG the various f ources frorn 
,vhich i1nprovc1ncnt n1ay be 
dcri red, and a1nong the various 
objects '" hich books 111ay lauda
bly cndcaYOLlr to p1acc in a right 
point of , icw, <.101ncflic life is 
not to be nc:glcctcd. It is of in1-
portancc, that the fiory-tclling 
Jnoralifr, ,vliilc he fccks by fables 
of rarious forts, n.nd by i1nagery 
of e,·ery p1ca.fing kin cl, to in1 prcfs 
the n1ind with general princi
ples or truth, fhould fo1ncti1ncs 
apply thc1n direct I y to ordinary 
fitu~1tions and every-day occur-

rences. 
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rcnccs. Fro1n circu111f1anccs to 

,rhich children are pcq,ctually · 

expo fed, fron1 incidents to wb ich 

they arc al ways liable, and fro111 

particulars \Vilh wl1ich they arc 

,vcll acquainted, ufcful and i111-

prefaive narrati,Ts n1ay be drawn; 

a:ad of this dcfcri ption, it i· 

ho!led, the follo,Ying. collection 

ivi] I he found. 
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TI-IE STORIES 

OF · 

SENEX. r 

THE FIRE. 

MRs. SEAFO~D was exceedingly fond 
of her children. On going out to pafs 
the evening at fame diftance from her 
own houfe, (he one day faid to them; 
" My dears, amufe yourfelves together, 
but do not be rude : let me not, on 
my return, have any complaint againft 
you, Rofalind, noragainft you, Amelia, 
You have both a little talk to learn 
againft the morning: fo, before you 
go to play, each of you muft have 

~ finifhecl 



, 2 THE FIRE, 

fini!hed it. George has already 
begun his part ; Auguftus mu!l go 
and complete his lcffon: and then 
both may come here, · and play with 
their G!lers.,, 

The children were in reality very 
goocl: they played at fevcral games; 
they made no noifo, nor entered into 
any quarrels; every t'hing was in the 
beft order, and they would have paired 
the evening very happily, if little 
Rofalind, in entering her P<:1-Pa's room, 
l}ad not con1mi tted a great fault . 
. Rofalind was pretty, gei:tle, and 

amiable; but lhc was giddy, and had 
no more in her bead than a .n1oufc; 
thought little of what {he faip; and 
frill lefa of what fhe did- Ha-\·ii1g 
occaGon to go in iearch of fomdhing 
in her father's room, [he took a candle 

. ~ . . 
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THE FlRE: 

with her, but returning in hafl:e, ihe 
left this lighted candle on a table ...., 

among feveral letters, and a large heap 

of papers. 
· Her brothers an<l fifl:ers, all engaged 
at play, did not obferve that (he came 

back without the candle, or they 

thought that fhe had put it out. 
It was not till a quarter of an hour 

after this, that- Rofalind 1 frn.elling the 

fcent of burning, rccollec'ted having · 
lt(t the lighted candle in the next 
room, and immediately ran to find it. 

Alas, what ,vas her fright \Vhen· f11c 

opened the door ! The candle had 
burnt out, and, in fo doing, · had 
co1nmunicated the flame to the pa• 

pers, thefo had fot fire to the table ; 

fo that poor little Rolalind, on open

ing the door, \\'~S enveloped in fmoke. 
B 2 She 



I! 
I 

4 THE FIRE. 

She cried out loudly: immediately, 
.her brothers and fifl:ers, as well a~ the 
fervant, haflened to her, and feeing 
the flames, all at once exclaimed : 
" The houfe is on fire! Alas! the 
houfe is on fire!" 

If any one had had the prefence of 
mind to fetch fome water, the fire 
·might have been quenched: for there 
was nothing yet on fire fave the table 
and the papers. 

But the fright had fo alarmed the fpi
rits of every one, that they thought 
of nothing ; they only wept, and 
cried! " 0, what a misfortune ! w~ 
are loft!" 
· The fire, . therefore, had time to 
fpread : it reached the curtains, the 
drawers, the wainfcot, and prefently 
all the roolJl was it1 flames. The 

neigh-
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THE FIRE. 5 

neighbours, who faw the fire, ran, and 

founded the alarm-bell; the engines 

were brought, and the n1ob gathered. 

The tumult was horrible : on all 

fides, people were crying out, fire ! 
fire ! water 1 water !-Here is the fire, 

faid the neighbours, we n1uft knock 

at this houfe. Carpenters forced open 

the windows in order to play the en

gines, and cut away the woodwork t_o 

prevent the fire from increafing, This 

la.fted for two hours ; 2.ftcr which the 

fire was extinguifhed; but there re• 

111aincd nothing of the houfe bdide a 

heap of a(bes and embers. Every 

thing was confomed by the flames : 

clothes, linen, furniture; nothing was 

faved. The .poor little canary,.bird, 

which was the delight of the-houfy, 

was burnt ; and Rofalind herfelf re-

B 3 cei ved, 



6 THE FIRE. 

ceived, in the confufion, fomanyhurts, 

that her face was covered with blood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Seaford arrived at 

this moment. ,vho can depict their 

confternation ! But, without reflect

ing up~n their ruin, they immediately 

. fought their children among the 

crowd; agd 'having f0und them, they 

led them to a friend, begging that 

they might be received and lodged 

during a few days. They took Rofa

lind in their arins ✓ who had fainted 

and was infenfible. This fnecd was 

'a very obliging man, and he received 

thein with a · hearty \;clcome: "My 

unfortunate frie~ds," faid he, " my 

houfe is freely _open to you ; it is at 

your fcrvice. I fhould have found an 

af}lum with you, if the fire had hap

pened here. 
The 
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The children related to their father, 
while !bedding .torrents of tears, how 
the accident had happened: " My 
dear children," faid the good father, 
" why did you not immediately 
throw water upon the fire, or have 
called at once for the affi:flance of 
our neighbours? See to what a fad 
condition you have reduced 1ne ! 
with a little courage and prefence of 
mind, you might have prevented my 
houfe from being burnt; but in aban-

-cloning yourfelves to alarm, you have 
rendered the cruel carele:f.fnefs of Roia
lind irreparabl~. 

' .. 
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8 . THE EEST l\IETHOD OF 

GEORGE; OR THE ,BEST METHOD L u~ 

OF FINISHING A ~ASK. 

IT was fame days fince Leopol<l had 

foen his friend George. He went to 

vifit him. On entering his room, he 

found hit-n frated before the table in 

a mebncholy mood, with his head 

1nclined upon one of his hands : 

u V,/hat are you come for,', faid he 

to Leopold, in a tone of vexation. 

" I came to fee you," replied Leo

pold ; " but it fecms that my vifit 

<lot.,;S ~~t pleafe you, and that I am 

troublefome. \iVhat makes you in 

this humou~~? are you ill ? are your 

papa and mamma. angry with you ? 

Something difagrecable muft have 

h:1ppe:1ed. to you ?" 

• I "~othin~ 
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FINISHING A T AiK. 9 

" Nothing of all this," faid George, 
but look here ; my papa has given 
n1e a paffage in this book to copy. 
I n1uft write out the whole of this 
page, and half of the next. This 
will give me a great deal of trouble, 
and not leave me a moment for 
play." . 

" If this is the whole of your afilic
tion," faid Leopold., " you niay eafily 
relcafe yourfelf; it is the eafieft thing 
in the world. · Come, here is ink, 
paper, and pens ; and do not 1nove 
from this place till you have finifhed 
your wh~le taik. Go on; it. will not 
be long, and you will find how cotn
fortable your heart will afterward feel• 
There is a piece of good advice which 
my tutor often gives me : he fays, 
that it is impoffiblc to feel cafy while 

the 



10 THE BEST METHOD OF 

the learc part of our duty rema~ns 

unfini(hed; that for this reafon, we 

!11ould begin our work with courage, 

and not leave it till it is done ; and 

that the. pleaf ure of foeing it finil11ed 

is , a complete recompence for the 

trouble we have taken." 

" Aye, but I have too n1uch to 

<lo," replit.:d George; " obferve a lit

tle, I befeech you; bere .is one page, 

and the half of another; it is irn.pof

fible for me to copy all tliis· long chap

ter." Poor George's heart, ,vhile he 

fa.id this, grew fo big that h~ burit 

into tears. . 
" Ah, my friend," faid Leopold, 

" it is prccifdy becaufo you hayc 

much to copy that you ought to ucgin 

directly: if you pafs the wbok c:by 

with your 11e;.1d upon your hand, and . 
In 
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. FINISHING A TASK. It 

in wetting your handkerchief with tears, 
you will make no progrefs. Courage l 
begin to write. I am going into that 
corner to rea.d till you have finiibed. 
Reft aifured that I fhall not give you 
the fmalle(l difturbancc." 

The wife little Leopold retired to 
a corner of the room, faid not a \vord, 
and began to read, George took bis 
pen, and, heaving a deep figh, began 
to write in filence. The more he 
wrote! the more the number of the 
lines that he had to copy diminiG1ed. 
He perceived this, and redoubled his 
ardour. At the end of half an hour, 
he cried out ; ,~ See here, it is done!'' 

He jumped with joy, fhook hands 
with his friend, thanked him for the 
good advice which he had given, and 
afterward played with him for a couple 

of 



12 THE BEST METHOD, &c. 

of hours, each pleafe<l with having 

done his duty. Thus courage and 

good-will accomplifh thofe things that 

appear moft difficult. 

· .AUGUSTUS, 
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AUGUSTUS; OR, THE :BLESSINGS OF 

OBEDIENCE. 

LrTTL:E ·AuGusTus, while he was 

Yery young, had the n1isfortune to 

lofe : his father, who was killed by a 

fall from his horfe. He cried night 

and, day, becaufe he could never fee 

his fatherc any more . . No perfon could 

cornfort .him, though every one 

fi:iught to ,.do. it. .His un-cle· propofed 

to him to pafs fome time iin the coun-' 

try with .his ... .coufins. :\Vhen every. 

thing. was pr.cpared for: bis departure, 

bis. mother took .him, in her arms, and 

faid to him, fuedding tears herfelf: 
0

. l\1iy. dear child, . obfcrve, I conjure 

you, what-I am going to:fay . . Never 

expofe. yourfelf to danger by mount ... 
C 



ing a horfe, nor by riding in a car
riage, uolefs fome carefr1l perfon is 
with you \vho c1n look after your 
fafety. Your father's misfortune 
n1akcs me tremble for you ; it would 
be fhocking to loie you by the fame 
accident t1ut has robbed me of vour ., 
father.,, 

" hlake yourfdf eal~-, my dear 
mam1na," replied Augu~us; '' I pro
mife vou that nothin2" in the worla ., a 

fhall lead me to difcbeT you." In 
fa_ ·ing this, he thrc;,v · h1micJf on his 
mother's neck, and did not leave her 
till he had given her fevcral of the 
" little ihong embraces" of child
h_9od. 

He foon arrived at his unde's 
houfe, where he ivas very 
ceived. His coufins irere 

well re-
e...,,,c,.. ·o ••5 • l 

divert 
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THE BLESSINGS OF OEEDIENCE. 1.5 . 

divert his grief by every amufement 

they Gould imagine. Some days after 

his arrival, his coufin Alexander, the 

eldeft: of the fa1nih', about fourteen 
J 

years of age, came to hin1 one n1orn-

ing and faid, " My papa went out at 

day-break; make hafte and drefs 

yourfelf. I have had the borfe put 

into the chaife: we will have a ri<le." 

Augufius at firft accepted this in

vitation with joy; but it was not long 

before he recollected what his mother 

had faid. I-Ie went down im1nedi

a.tely, and finding Alexander, who 

was alrc:idy in the chaife, he faid., 

" 1\'1 y de:ir coufin, I thank you for 

the plea[ ure which you have propofed 

to 1nc, b~t I have recoliect:ed that I 

cannot accept it. rv1amma made inc 

pro1ni[e, befor~ I came away, that I 

c 2 would 



16 AUGUSTUS; OR, 

would not get into any carriage, un
lefs a grown-up perfon was with me." 

" And what am I, then?'' faid 
Alexander ; " Do you take n1e for :1. 
child like yourfelf ?" 

" No," replied Auguftus; "but I 
an1 fure that mamma, if the were 
here, would not let 1ne go with you 
alone in the chaife." . 

" If ilie were here, we !hould hear 
what !he would fay," replied Alexan
der; " but, as !he is not-" 

'' Oh," cried Auguftus, "it is the 
fame as if fhe were; for I have pro
n1ifed, and I muft never break mv 

ii 

pron1ife." 

" Very good," faid Alexander, 
with a little peeviil1nefs; " I thought 
that this ride would have given you 
pleafure; but fince you do not chufe 

to 
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THE IlLESSIN'GS OF OBEDIENCE. I] 

to co1ne with 1ne, I will enjoy the 
ch2.i!e without !baring your fears, be 
they of what fort they may." I-Iere, 
giving- the horfe a blow \.Vith his whip, 
he drove ::i.wav . 

.J 

Auguftus, being alone, w~lkcd in 
the garden, where he confoled himfelf 
for the nleJture of which he h:1d ck-.i: 

prived himfelf by renefting that he 
had obeyed his nummc., not\:vith
ftanding the perfua.fions of his cou
fin. 

\·Vhile he lNas 2-muGng him[df 1ri. 
. gathering :f!mvers, in liftcning to tht> 

fon~s of the bitcls, 2.nd in run11ing 
al(\t1g the terrace, a fe1 yant car:.1e and 
told him, that his coufin had been 
throv.:n out of his chaiCc, and had 
tJCC'n broug!1t dyiug to the houle. 

In truth, Alc:camL::r ;irrivcd rn a 
C 3 n\Of.i 
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18 AUGUSTUS, &c. 

moft deplorable condition. His head 

was cut in feveral places; one eye \vas 

blinded, and the other much hurt. 

Every kind of affiftance was b.vifhed 

upon him; but he died at the end of 

an hour. 
Auguftus, while deploring the me

lancholy lofs of his coufin, could not 

b~t reflect, that he had efcaped a 

fimilar fp.te only by bis obedience ~o 

the orders 9[ his mother. 

l..lT-
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LITTLE ZOE. 

Lr TTL E ZoE was in the houfealone. 

Her father and mother were gone to 

pay a vifit to one of her friends; her 

brothers were at fchool, and the do

meflics were gone upon various er.-

rands. 
Zoe faid to herfelf., I am now n1i[-

trefs of my actions ; ·nobody fees 1ne ; 

I can do whatcYer I will-; yet, I will 

do nothing wrong; for, though no 

perfon is with n1e, I ~tm fure that God 

fees me ; and, befide, if I do any 

tL1ng wrong, I 111ay injure 1nyfelf. I 

:will bth.vc, then, as if my papa and 

rnamma were at n1y: uc.fo. , ~ , 

She began, , then; , to write a page) 
according to her 111auer·s defirc; and 

.c 3.1 .. 



2,0 LITTLE ZOE. 

afkn-:ard, going to the harpfichord:, 

ihe pbyed the airs \\·hich 01e had 

le2rned, After this, (he fat down 

<luring an hour to work; and, at 1afr, 

fbe \v 1~nt into the Farden to ~.1-.,1<1tcr 
u 

·thP D0 1\'C~s n-o ..... t 1~cn1 11p ~ 001 t-r'\ nf-
.. • ..., • ,, ) ! .. r_J ~ 1 j ...,. ' <!. ~ ~ .... 4, .,. 

plant forn~ that belonged to her bro

thers, from one bed to another. 

The evening came, and Zoe ·,Nas 

well fatisfied v;:ith herieif, and with 

h?r clay's employment. vVhen her 

:>ara and rrrnmm3. CJ.me home, fhe 

ran to meet them. fJer mamma 

looked at her, J.rfd pcrcci ving that flJe 

had an air of fatisfaction, " I fee 

dearly, my dear/' faid fhe, " that 

you have been very good to-day ; if 

y1.1u had not been fo, you would not 

~~c fo well-pleafcd. with yourfelf. Be 

alw:iys 

r 
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always good and wife, and you will 
al\,v:-..ys be happy.,, 

Zoe promifcd that ihe w~:>Uld, and 
made a refolution to keep her word. 
Her 1namma having afterwards aik.ed 
what !be had done, CT·~e related to her 
the employments of the_ day; fhe 
fl1owed what ilie had writt~n; 1nen
tioned the airs 0::ie h~d played,. 
and let her mamma fee how n1uch fhe 
had worked. All this gave her 111amma 
great plea.fore; ibe embraced Zoe 
teriderly, and told her rne had been a 
good girl, and a very obedient child. 

The next day Zoe's brothers went 
into the garden, and, having looked 
over their flov::crs, they faw fome in 
new places. They doubted not that 
it was their good fifler who planted 
thcn1. They went i1nmediately to 

th,:i.nk 
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LITTLE ZOE. 

thank her.; " Dear Zoe," faid they ; 

" you have given us fomc very-pretty 

flowers-tell us· whether we can do 

any thing to pleafe you in return?'' 

'But Zoe was too good to a1'k for any 

thing. 
Her brothers returned into the gar-

den, picked out the findl flowers 

from their beds, and tranfplanted 

then1 into thole of their de:.u ZJc; 

ar.d to fho-;,y Hill n1( re how much 

they were deforhtcd b·\, tLe kin<lnefs 
.,; 

"-" ../ 

and goodnefs of her heart, they went 

every morning into th~ir gardens to 

gather a fine no!egay, whicl1 they pre

fonted to th~ir fiittr. 

i\t the end of a few weeks Zoe"3 

rnotbcr rcceiYed a vifiL fron1 one or h•_r 

ne:gh bcurs. Zoe had fcarc~!y entered 

the room when the nc;ighbour cm~ 
braced 

,. 
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braced her;' " Is _not tbis that dear 
'' little girl," faid ibe, " wbo is io 
" good when her father and mother 
" are from home ? I had a great deal 
" of plcafurc the other day,'? ~~dded 
{he, " in feeing from n1y window bow 
'" this ami,lble child bci1avcd in the 
" parlour ~nd in the garden, though 
" no 1~erfon was v.-ith her. She did 
" every thing \Nith th_e farnc order 
" and ·ap11lication as if her _f~ther an<l 
" mother had been clcJe at han_d." 

Zoe bluf11ed o.c tliis une~"pccl:ed 
prai1e; Ihe retired immediatdy from , -
the company, and, being aione in her 
chamber, ll1 e faicl, while tears 11arted 
into hey ey-=s; " Ab, my God ! how 
'' much is g:iined by being alwa1, 
" good~ even when we belicye. our-

,, f.eives 
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" [elves to be alone. :Nothing that 

" we do rem2~ins concealed. Mamma, 

" at firft fight, knew that I had been 

" good, though I had not told her 

" fo-~.nd even this lady faw what I 

" did, though I did not think 1nyfelf 

" in the fight of any pcrfon what

" ever. If then, I had done any 

" thing wrong, it would have been 

" the fame. Ah ! what fl1ame 

" 1 fhould h3.Ye f uffered if this lady 

" had feen me do any evil ! How fl1e 

" would have defpifcd me! How 

u much iorrow that would have 

" given to my dear p~pa and n1amma.! 

" Yes, I will behave always well; 

0 even when I find myfelf in obf'cu

'1 ri ty, or am alone in a locked room; 

•• but no, I am never alone; where: 
" ever 

H 
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" ever I am, God is with me; he 
" fees me, and he will bring to 
" light what I do in fecret." 

J) .t. tT-



LITTLE :MARTIN. 

LrTTLE · MARTIN was a poor boy 
whc) gained his bread by going of er
rands. One d,1.y, as he was returning 
fr01n a \·illage very far from his own, 
be found himfelf very much fatigued; 
and fitting down at the door of a fmall 

inn, he procured a glafa of beer and 

a piece of breaa.. 
'\Vhile he was taking this humble 

refreCT1ment, a young gentleman and 

his tutor ftopped in a carriage at the 

door of the inn. They \Yere followed 
-by fervants on borfebr.ck, and exceed
ir1gly well dreifod. 

The inn-keeper immediately came 

to the door, and faid, " My lord, 
1.vill you do me the honour of aligl:t-

" No," 

-
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LITTLE MARTIN. 27 

" No," replied the trnxellers, and, 

\Vithout getting out of the c.urir..ge, 

they regaled themfeh-es on a cold fowl 

and a bottle of wine, which were 

brought to then1 in an infl:ant. 

Iviartin, having now ,.. fin ifhed his 

little repafl:, fixed his eyes upon __ them 

with n1uch attention, and looked as 

if he \Vould fay, " Thofe gentlemen 

. arc making a very good dinner, and I 

have had a very bad one." · 

The tutor, having :1ccidentally taft 

his eyes upon little Martin, guefled 

his though ts, and faid to his pupil, 

" Look how that little boy's eyes arc 

fixed upon us \Vith his mouth open; I 

imagine thJ.t he fays within bimfe!f; 

" I wifh I was in that young gentle• 

man's place.'' 

" ~~; ell," faid the young man, who, 

D 2 



:2.8 LITTLE MARTIN. 

though always unwell, was of a gay 
temper ; '' let us n1ake him the pro
pofition, for a n1oment, of changing 
places with me." 

The .governor i1nmediately beckon
ed Martin to the carriage, and faid to 
him; ·" Seeing how attentively you 
look at this young gentleman, it 
feems to me, rny little friend, that 
)'OU would like to be in his place ; 
will you change with him ?'' 

" Ah, fir," replied lVIartin, " you 
are in jeft; but, if the young gentle
man is willing, it fhall foon be done ! 
Ah, ha ! wbat a gainer I {hall be by 
my journey ! Our neighbours will be 
confounded when they fee me return 
this evening from my journey in a fine . ,, 
carnage. 

" I take you at your word," faid the 
young 

. 
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LITTLE MART1N. 29 

;i; young gentleman; " I am going to 

iO- refign you my carriage and my horfes. 
rig , I fhall give you every thing that you 

have not ; but you, on the other 
''.:• hand, mufl alfo give me every thing 
to that• you have, and that I want.v 

·ou Martin having agreed to thefe con~ 
it ditions, the young traveller called his 

!at fervants, and defired the1n to affift him 
ce, i:1 getting out of his carriage. 

Alas, v.rhat a fight ! All was falfe ap-
fOU pearance ; his legs, crooked like a Z, 
:IP.• were incapable of f upporting him. 

1, He could not hold himfelf upright. 
t; He was obliged to be held by the fer-

he vants till crutches were brought, on 
,, which he propped himfolf. 

" l\T ,, r. ·a i 1· I . nr.t 1.'ilOW, !al~ 41e, to .t.Itt e Martm, 
" ha:v·e you ftill an inclin~tion to 

.'e change with me?" 
I• .._, 

D3 



LITTLE MARTIN. 

"0 dear, no ! I have no f uch wifh," 
cried Martin, retreating from him, 
~who no longer excited his envy; no, 
I d? not wifh to change. I love my 
two legs better than any thing you 
can give me. I had rather eat my 
dry bread, and not want any body to 
b~lp me walk ; and I had rather be 
_without poultry and \vine, than be 
carried like an image. Good by, fir,'' 
added he, and immediately ran home
ward. 

" You are right,'' cried . the young 
nobleman; " if you could only give 
me your legs I would fl:rip myfe1f, 

, with -all 1ny heart, of all that I poife!s 
in the world, to give you in return.'' 

So true it i~, that a poor perfon, 
,withr a good conftitution, and well 
made, enjoys n1ore t.::-ue h~ppinefs 

than 
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LITTLE MARTIN. 31 

than a rich one who is always fickly, 
and who is without the entire ufe of 
his limbs; and, thus, health is better 
than riches. 

~ * * 
.. 

HEN .. 
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HENRIET-TA, THE GOOD-NATURED. 

.. '\ .. 

HENRIETTA wa~ an exceedingly v:ell 

educated young lady ; £l1e had artlefs 

viva.city in her wit; gentlcnefs in her 

difpofition, and politenefs in her \vhole 

deportment. 

One dav fhe 1net the Mifs Good

friends, wbo lived in the neighbour

hood. ,vLat was her f urprife whe~ 

fi1e faw all four of them pale, livid, 

a:1d ·wi th countenances full of vexation 

- and ill-h:nnour ! One pouted in ?~ 

corner ; another had her eyes red \\'Ith 

the tears which fhe had ihcd ; all ap .. 

p eared dilconte:.ntcd and angry. Hcn

-rictta pretended not to fee the il1-

hun1our in which thev were; but, . -
after the fir.fr compliments, !he endea-

voured 

::, t 

~I 

r~Cl 

~e fa 

BeD.ti 



I, 
I 

◄ ., 
,· 
" 

.: 

HENRIETTA, &c. 33 r:Dt-it M f A M 

voured to enliven the converfation, 
and infpire her young neighbours with 
that gaiety which rendered herfelf fo 
amiable. 

She propofed a walk in the garden; 
and feeing at the door a p-retty little 
coach with four feats, ihe immediately 
faid, with her ufual vivacity, ·'-' 0, 
come, you four, feat yourfelves, and 
let me draw you ! " 

The eldeft M: .. i3 Goodfriend, who 
.had a little more politenefs than her 
fifiers, faid that ihe could not fuffcr 
it; that it belonged to her. to dr~w 

-the chariot for her friepd ; that Mifs 
-would give her pleafure ; ~ ,.and · that 
Henrietta could, ·befides, 1ake her 
place when ihe .was tireq. In £hart, 
fhe fat about, with good will, to draw 
Henrietta and her fifters ; but, un-

for-
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fortunntely, through the bud tddreCs· 

o( the horfe, · ran againfc the ban.It of 

a .hedge, and o,·erfer. 

Thus, the four little girls \Vere 

I • .. 
t .. 

. 
IJ-.., 
. t' 

all thrown upon the ground. rhe 

three Goodfriends cried and com

plain~d ; one had her n1outh full of 

dirt ; another a:!ked for her bonnet 

,vhich had fallen off; the 1hird, a fine 1 '. 
. 

. ... 

white frock covered with dirt. All 

the three rofe up, ~: nd each magnified c. 

the little injury il1e •had fuftained, in r.,, 

order to have a right to [cold. 

Henrietta, far from being angry, 

burH: into laughter. She rofe up im .. 

mediately, and while ili-humcu:- pre- ... 

Yented the others frtrrn ailitting each ! ·: 

other, 01e hdped then1 to difeng:1ge •· 

themfdvcs:, and brufhed dT the duft • 

with which tbcf were covered. This : 
had, 
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bad, at laft, the effect of .f oftcBing 
their temper,; but they were per7' 
feB:ly aCT1amed of their behaviour· and 
complaints, when all looking at one 
<;tnother, they faw that Henrietta, 

,,vho was the only one that had laugh .. 
ed at the adventure, had received a 
large bruife on her face; and that, 
-inftead of permitting them to pity her, 
ihe-begged them not to thinJ< about it. 

·She tied her handkerchief round it 
, hcrfclf; and _then~ placing h€r friends 
one after another i~ the chariot, af-

. furcd them th:it fhe wanted no .other 
recompence _for the-·liulc accident that 
had happened ro her, than the plca
f ure of drawing them. This was una
nitnoufly agreed to, till the chariot 
was put by for ano~her amufement. 

Since that time Henrietta was at 

all 
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all their games, and gained fa much 

authority over. the minds of her little 

co1npanions, that if 1l1e propofed any 

.thing, it was f ure to be adopted. She 

even became fo neceifary to them, by 

·her gay and conciliating character, 

.that they never liked her to be abfent ; 

and the days \\;hich Henrietta did not 

pafs· ~t leaft a couple of hours with 

the1n; appeared as long as a week. 

Thus it is that gcodnefs, accom

panied with fenfe and good-humour, 

·obtains ,vithout trouble the efteem of 

· the n10H: difficult perfqns) and renders 

· their poifeifor amiable beyond all con1-

uarifon . .. 

73-lL 
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THE KITE. 

MR. NuGENr's children were ex• 

tremely ddirous of having a kite. 

They aik.ed their papa for ofier fticks, 

paper, and packthread. 1'heir papa~ 

who was very goodnaturec.l, gave them 

what they wanted, and help to make 

the kite. 

Toward evening, the kite was 
fini{hed; it was put in an airy place 

to dry during the night. 

The next morning, t~1e father faid 
to his children;-" My dears, leatn 

your leffons thoroughly; and when 

you know then1, we will go into the 

fields together to fly the kite," 

Scarcely had they taken their bcoks 

when they fet off in fearch of their 

papa, 



THE KITE. 

papa, reminding him of his promife. 

Being obliged to leave the:n himfelf, 

their papa recommended to then1 to 

fit ftill in their places, and not to go 

out till he returned. But, as foon as. 

he was goae out, Julius propo[ed to 

his brother to try the kite. He went 

in fearch of it in1medi~te1y, took it 

in his arn1s, and went out of the 

houfe. 
Charles fi)1lowed ; but he had not 

gone four fi-cps before he ftopp:d and 

faicl to his brcther: 
' ' 

t' I think \Ve are both very naughty, 

" after a11 the trouble ,vhich pap<\ 

" t~ok yefterday to procure our plea

" f ure, we are going to do what he 

t, has exprefsly forbidden-this is 

" very wrong. l cannot bear the 

~' thou~ht 

.. 

,, 
1,, 
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" thoug½t of being fo ungrateful : I 
" will go no fart 11er." 

" You wiH do as you p1eafe," re• 
plied Julius; " as for me, I fhall go 
"and amufe myCelf a moment, and 
" then return to finifh 11J.y ldfon.u 

1-Ie reached the fields, unrolled the 
packthread, made, in an inftant, all 
the little preparations, and raifed the 
kite into the air. 

Julius haJ promifed himfelf much 
pleafure i:-1 flying the kite; but he 
had none ~t all. His confcience told 
hin1 that he had done wrong. 

~uddenly, he heard the voice of a 
man who v\'as i:n an 1djoirnog field ; 
he thought that it was the voice of 
his papa, :ind immediately drew in 
the pack thread hafl:ily, to lower the 
kite. 

E ?, The 



THE KITE. 

The packthrcad was caught in tbe 

branches of a tree. Julius climbed 

the tree, and fet his fo01: upon too 

weak a branch, which broke beneath 

his weight. Julius fell to the ground, 

and received a great deal of hurt, 

efp~cially on his legs. It was long 

before he \Vas able to mo·c.re. At 

length, however, with much pain, he 

drar;ged himfelf to the houfe, with 

_ the kite under his arm dl torn to 

rags. 
At the inflant of his cm11ing in, 

he faw his father,· \vho entered by 

another door. T'hink how much 

ai11an1ed of himfelf he 111ufl have 

been! 
H

. r . I r I 
1s papa, 1cc111g t 1at unrortunate y 

he was alr~ady puniCT1ed for bis fault, 

di<l not [cold him: on the contrary, - . 

3 
he 



n 

!
,, ,, 

THE KITE. 

h k c 1. d e too great care 01 11m, an put 
him to bed. 

Julius re1nained in his fick r.oon~ 
for five or fix d~ys, f uffering much; 
and repenting his difobedience. 

r 

' 
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ARTHUR HEEDLESS; 

A CHARACTER. 

"y . . o u talk to me of nothing but 

Arthur. Arthur is fo beautiful; Ar-
. . 

thur is fo good-n~tured ; Arthur is 

1o ienfib1e .-all this is very fine and 

very good," fa.id Mr. Gregory, one 

day, to Mr. Chamberlain: " but you 

do not recollect that, with all thefe 
' . 

good qualities, Arthur is as carelefs as 

a may► bug. He never knows where 

11c is, nor ,Nhere he is going. 

The other day, he met, in the 

ftreet, all Mr. Levvis's children. vVell 

-he did not fee any one of them : 

not even Alexander or George, who 

are his particular friends. He looked 

at them \Yithout knowing them, and 

paffed by. 
.A 1no-

" 
C.. 
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A moment after, he perceived Mr. 
Brown's footman at a diftance. He ran 
after him; faluted him refpeB:fully; 
and inquired how his two daughters 
did : " How is Mifs Adelaide ? and 
" how is Mifs Amelia ?" 

" Exceeding well," replied the foot
man ; 'f but you certainly miftake 
" n1~, 111after Arthur, for my maf
" ter." 

arthur retired confufed, faying: 
" Ah, John ! I did not ' obferve that 
~' it was you." 

He came to fee me the-day before 
yeflcrday. \Vhat does he do? I was 
writing: he approached me: as I was 
about to turn the page, he took the 
ink-glafs, and, very officioufly, poured 
the ink upon rny paper. 
· !' ~Vhat are you about, Arthur?" 

" 0 dear , 
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" 0 dear, I beg a tho'..1fand par

dons, fir, I thought I had taken: up 

the fand." 
I 1inquired concerning the health of 

his parents ? He replied, that he h1d 

come acrofs the market, and had feen 

a dromedary for the firft time. 

\Vhen going horn~, he could not 

find the different parts of his walking 

drefs. He had left his hat in one 

room, his gloves in · another; and he 

would have left hi.s_fhoes in a ~hird, I 

· Yerily believe, if they had _not been 

faftened on his feet. 
But obferve how he is uf1.1ally 

dre:!fed. His garters are loofe, and 

his ftockings almoft entirely at his 

ancles. As to what I have 1nentioned 

of the ink-ftancl, that is not the only 

carelefs.,t{ick tha:t he has done .at my 
houfeA 

L 
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houfe. I have often been obliged to . 
fend his toys after him, for he never 
thinks of any thing twice. 

Arthur is faid to underfl:and geo
graphy; but if you talk to him of 
Rome, he replies as if you f poke of 
Confl:3.ntinople or of Pekin. Speak 
of the Seine, and he thinks of the 
Loire, the Thames, or the Tiber. 

If you 1nake him fenfible of his 
1nifl:ake, he cries ; " Ah, that is very · 
(;' true; I was mifl:akcn.'' 

What f ociety is f uch a. character :::.s 
this? I fi1ould like a barber's block 
better; that afl:onifhes you-y s, a 
barber··s block. 

Its figure, indeed, would not amufe 
me much; but then it would not 
fatigue me on a thoufand occafions, 
as Arthur does. 

Arthur 
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Arthur has a mind, and yet docs 

not underfrn.nd ; a he~d, and yet docs 

not think ; ears, and yet hears no-

thing. 

R A:iH-
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RASHNESS; 

OR, THE STORIES OF THE PERSIAN 

AND HIS DOG, 

AND OF THE KING A.ND HIS HA \VK~ 

A c ER TA IN Perfian of diftincl:ion 
inceffantly prayed God to be!low upon 
him a f on, At length, a f on ·was 
born : he returned thanks to God, 
and made grateful offerings. Day 
and night was he about the cradle ; 
fo that his whole time was fpent in 
nurfing. 

One day the mother, upon going 
to the bath, committed the infant to 
the father's care, intreating him not 
to ftir from th~ cradle till !he cam~ 
back. 

The wife was hardly departed, be
fore the king who then reigned, fent 

4 for 



RASHNESS. 

for the hufband. Since it was im

poffible to delay obeying the royal 

furnmons, he went to court, after 

having entrufted the child to the care 

of a favot1rite dog who had been bred 

up in tl1c family. No fooner was the 

father out of fight, than a large fnake 

n1ade its appearance, and was crawl

ing toward the cradle. vVhen the 

dog faw the child's life in danger, he 

infb.ntly fe11~ed the fnake by the back 

of the head and defiroyed it. 
Soon after, when the father re

turned from court, the dog, confri

ous of the good he had done, ran out 

to meet his mafter. The n1an feing 

the dog {b.ined with blood, imagined 

he had killed the child, and without 

n1akit1g any farther reflection or in

quiry, ftruck the poor little faithful 
animal 

., 

t 

for 
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animal f uch a blow with his frick, 

that he infrantly expired. 

\Vhen the father came into his 

houfe and faw the child fo.fo, and the 

fnake lying dead by the fide of the 

cradle-, he frnote his b!"earr with grief, 

accufing himfelf of rafhnefs and in-

. gratitude tov,:ard the dog. While he 

was uttering thefe woeful lamentationc;, 

in comes his wife, who, having learn...:d 

the caufe of his difrrefs, blames him 

for his want of reflection. He con

feifes his indifcretion, but begs her 

not to add reproaches to his difrrefs, 

as reproof could now avail nothing: 

·' True," fays {he, " advice can be 

" of no fervice in the prefent inftance; 

~, but I want to roufe your mind to 

" reflection ; that you n1ay reap 111-

1;, fi:ruf.tion fron1 your misfortune5. 

F "Shame 
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" Shame and repentance are the f ure 
'' confequences of precipitation and 
" want of reflection, which is well 
" exemplified in the 

"STORY OF THE KING AND THE 

" HA "\VIL 

" I HAVE he~rd that a king of 
i' Perfia had a favourit~ hawk. Being 
~, one day on a hunting party with 

'' his hawk upon hi~ hand, a deer 
'' fl:arted i1p before him. He let the 
'' hawk fly, and followed the deer 
f' with great eagernefs, till, at length, 
" it was taken. The courtiers were 
" all left behind in the chace. The 
" king being thirfty,. rode about 
•f' in queft of water. Reaching at 
" length · the foot of a m.ount:1in, he 
~~ 9ifcov<;red a little water, tri(kling 

" in 

I( 
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H in drops from the rock. He took 

" a little cup out of his quiver, and 
" held it to catch tLe water. 

" J ufl when the cup was filled, 
" and the king was going to drink, 
" the hawk who had followed his 
" mai1er alighted, {hook his pinions 
" and overfet the cup. The king 
" \Vas vexed at the accident, and 
" again applied the cup to the hole 
c, in the rock. vVhen the cup was 

" replenifhed, and he was lifting it 
" to his n1outh, the hawk chpped hi5 
" wings, and threw it down : at this 
<c the king was fo enraged, that he 

" flung the Lird with f uch force again(t 
'' the ground that it expired. 

" At this ti!11e the table-decker 
'• came up. He took a napkin out 
" of his budget, wiped the cup, and 

F 2 
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" was going to give the king fome 

'' water to drink. The king faid be 

" had a great inclination to tafte the 

" pure water that difl:illed through 

" the rock; but, not having patience 

" to wait for its being collected 1n 
'' drops, he ordered the table-decker 

" to go to the top of the mountain 

'' and fill the cup at the fountain's 
<, h~ad. 

" The table-decker, having reached 
" the top of the 1nountain, faw · a 

'' large ferpent lying dead at the 
" f pring; and he perceived that the 

" poifonous foam of this creature 

,< mixed with the water which fell in 

" drops through the rock. He Je
,, fcended, related the fact to the king, 
" and preiented him ,vith a cup of 

'' cold w.1ter out of his fiaggon. 

'' "\Vhen 

t: 
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" When the king lifted the cup to 

'' his lips, the tears gufhed fro1n his 

" eyes. He then related to the table

" decker the adventure of the h::!:xk, 

" and made 1nany reflections upon 

" the deftrufrivc confoquenccs of pre

" cipitancy and thoughtleifnefs; and 

" during his whole life the arrow of 

" regret continually rankled in his 

" bre:ift." 
The hufoand, thus inftruB:ed by 

the good couniel of his wife, ever 

after guarded himfelf againft that 

ra{hneis to which he had been before 

addicted. 

F 3 
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THE SPOILT CHILDREN. 

MR. DuRFEY had two fo1r, Pliili11' 
and J amcs, whon1 he loved tenderly:, 

. but did not fpoil. He gave them an 
excellent education, f uch as rendered 

their boc1ies robuCT:, and g~vc then 

- a he_althy and vigorous . confEt1 i ·· 

tion. Though he was rich, he foldoui 
f uffercd them to eat rich meats: their 

n1ea1s confiCT:cd chiefly of ·n·getables 

and fruits; and he never allowed thca1 

thofc {hong drinks which injure the 

flon1achs of children, and heat ihci;:

blood. He accuCT:omed them, like

wife, to rifing early 111 the morning:~ 

to wafhing themfelves in cold water., 

to going to ber! in cold roo1ns, to 
c,nld 

ar. 
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cold beds, and to difrcgarding wind 
1 • 

ano ram. 

l\.1r. Robinfon's children were very 
tiifferently managed ; they had, as 

often as they would, tea, coffee, tarts, 

and all forts of fweetrneats. Water 

·-;as warmed in the morning to wafh 
t hcn1; their beds were warmed in the 

ev:ening; and they \Yere not permitted 

to go out if the ·weather \Vas co!d or 
cloudv. 

,I 

One d,ty, Philip and Lou~s were 

talking with tbc~r father; and, with
out preiuming tn c01nplain of the 

:manner in which they were educated, 

they happenec.l to fay, accord i ,1g to what 

they had heard, that the little Robin

f on - \\'ere very happy. 

l\·Ir. Durtey, to unc1eceive them, 

prc•pofrd to them to go with hiTT} to 
pay 
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ray a vifit to rv'lr. Rob:nfon, "yhofo 

houfc \V~s at the diH:ance of fon1c 

~11:lcs frcm h1s own. The propoiition 

-v.as recei\C~d ·vith · joy. They iet out 

the next morning. 

T'he journey \\'as a verv cl1tcrf ul 

one; but v.·hen they arrivcJ, what a 

fig!~t prcfented itfelf to their eyes! 

On entering the apartm~nt, they 

favv three children in the 1noft rnifer

able condition : their faces yellow ; 

their eyes dull and hol1ow ; their 

teeth black and broke: they v:cre fo 

weak and fo 111c1gre tl-:at people m;ght 

ha'le faid they di<l not get enough to 

rat. 
l\1rs. R obinfon compbined ,vith 

t ears in Lcr eyes, th:it for eight 

<lays pafi, her fourth fon had been 

Qbl iged to keep his bed ; and; 0)011 

after:: 

r .J 
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after £he brouo-ht a larae o·lafs of 
' -::Y :.::> b 

n1edicine, and n1ade each of the chil-

dren drink his fhare. 

At table, l\tlr. Robinfon's children 

appeared to be difgufted with every 

thing, and to care for nothing : they 

ate little : on the other hand, their , 

guefts, Philip and James, ate cheer

fully of whatever was fet before them. 
There was even a falad of cucun1bers, 
a vegetable rather incligeftible, of 
which they ate heartilyJ 

1\1rs. Robinfon aik.ed them, with 

an air of concern, if fo doing would 

not make them ill ; and £he added, 

that £he fhould think ·her children 

killed if fhe permitted them to !:~kc 

fucl1 food. . 
She was perfec11y afl:oniO:ed when 

they replied, that they \\'~re ufed to 

fuch 
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fuch thin;s; :::rd, morco..-cr, that no-

t 1·i •1c- ---.:1.<1" +-1 ·mill 
ll J ..:.1) ilH .1\... \..,.&...t.L .i.l.• 

So-~1c time attcr the,· h~d dined,. 
.; 

:;'-::r. D~rfoy took 1c~1.ve of l\!Ir. and 

~'lrs. R.obinfon; ::..ncl on returning 

l:01ne, he icnt 1i;s children to their 

cold bed at an early hour, as 

ufu2..l. 
The next day, they ctme 1'kipping 

to wi(h their p:-:pa good morning: 

their little cheeks were as rec.I as roies> 

and ~n 2.ir of hc:-i.1th ga·~·e luflre tQ 

. ' , 
~ ,1cir wnolc countenance. 

" How happy I am," faid their 

p:ip~:, ,: to h~n·e children fo gay, ar.d 

" fo heal thy : J i11ould be truly af:

" flifted if I faw you languid and 

H v:eak. like the little Robinfonsf 

~, "\"Vbat do you think of tho[e chil-

:.id 

,., 

J 
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• ten ,., __ 

" 0 dc2.r, p1.pa./' repli1:d Phil1p 
and James, " tbofe poor childrtn ex
" cite our pity: they kJk like fhadows; 

·r 1 • '" and look ::i,s 1 tnc y \\.'ere gorng to 
'" die. They could fcarcely eat any 
" thing that w,-~s grvcn them: \VC 

·' \"Vould not be in their pface for all 
"thee-old in the \vorld.'' u 

" But,'' rep bed their fatl er, " if I 
c, were to rear you 1s tenderly as they 
u are reared; if I had your bed 
"' \.\'armed, and the water in which 
" you are to wafh boi!cd; if I were 
" to gi·1:e you wine, coflec, liquors ; 
" if, inflead of the hlT1plc me:its \vhich 
" 'I.Ve h~1.\·c at dinner, I fhould teach 
,; you to reli!11 a tart, or fome dainty', 
' y~Hl wcu1d not, at l~an:, be bcttc1 

"- "·11 " .1. ~ n, no1 papa, cnec. t 1ey; we 

" like 
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" like to ha \-e cold beds and cold 

'' water, anc.1 nothing but plain food, 

" better than to be fick with nice 

" things and warm beds." 

" I am delighted, 111y dear James, 

" and my dear Philip/' faid the fa

ther, " that you know how to prize 

" the health you enjoy. I hope that 

" you \.vill never ag:tin envy the lot of 

" the little Robinfons, and that yon 

" will underfi:and that your father, in 

·' educating you with lcfs delicacr , 

" only feeks your happiP-efs." 

The leffon which Mr. Durfey gave 

to James and Philip \.V3.S but too well 

affifred by what happcn~<l afterward 

to :rvir. R.obinfoa's childr -..n. The 

boy that was ill when Mr. Durfey 

vifited that gentleman, diL:d in the 

courfe of a few days. 1\~;o others, 
~1ro, 

If.• 

t' 
I 

. ' .. 

r, 
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a.lfo, died in the following year, and 

in this manner :-Seeing, 011e day in 

the winter, fome children at play upon 

the ice, they had a great defire to take 

part in the amufen1ent : they went, 

therefore, to their n1other, and per

i'uadcd her to walk for half an hour 

with then1. After this they returned 

, to the houfe; but the cold had feize<l 

them, and their peripiration had 

ilopped. 
Their n1other put them to b1.:d, 

and made tl1en1 take various medi

cines ; but all in vain: they di~d in a 

few J~vs. 
Onlv the eldeft ren1ained. He did 

J 

not die {o errrly as the reft ; but he 

\VlS a. Yaletuc1 inarian· all his life. 

At the ag~ of twenty-four, he w2..s 

-~--s fhri velled and \Yeak as an old 

G man 
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man of fourCccre : he •.vas obliged to 

base a fire in his cb8.mber everv dav ,· . ./ 

but, even in fummcr, he co1npbinc<l 

that he ,vas neyer w:!.nn. I-Iis :ft:0111~1.ch 

\,':15 fo weak that it could be:-tr nothing 

but boiled n1cat, yeal, lamb, cbid,.cns 

:rnd poulets; and he one day expcCred 

to die bccaufe be had ate a flicc of 

bacon. So true it is, that thofe who 

wi{11 to enjoy good health, fhould be 

accufron1ed to a hardy n1ode of life. 

* * ~ ,. ,., 

CICrLIA 

... 

t 
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T nE 1nofl perfect. beauty is of little. 

value when it is unaccomp2..niccl by 

goodnefs : Cecilia Longville was 3.a 

example. 11er figure was charn1ing; 

her auburn locks fell in n,Ltur;.·,J curls 

upon her CT1oulc1crs ; her eyes ( padded 

with a. fire full of foftncfa; a fmii~ 

was :'..l 'xays upon h~r mouth ; and hc.i· 

little ch0eks bloor;:1ed with the frd11 .. 

. f r nets o a role. 

Ceci'i3, heard every body fay that 

CT1c was pretty. I-Ier heart was filled 

with pride. She cou1d not bca:- to 

be fpokcn to of her faults. She had 

even the fol1y, in a little while, to 

believe hcrtdf tbe 111odel of perfcc .. 

t1on. Ali Lhat v:ere without a.n ag;-c~-

G 2 ab1(' 
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able figure fbc fancied unworthy of 

appro~ching her. Excellence of 111ind 
and go0dnefs of character, were no· 

thing to her; beauty was every .thing; 

and of this Ihe admired only her own. 

It is eafy to irnagine how {he treated 

every one who had fame natural de

fect in her height or figure ; infieacl 

of pitying them, {he inf ulted them 

without n1ercy. 
J ofephina, b~r fifter, one year 

younger than herfelf, without being 
of a difagreeable figure, had no re

markable beauty; but what made her 

admired by every body, was her gen~ 

tle and affectionate di(pofition; her 
n1od ,fly and docility. She was yery 

fo1,,! of inftrucl:ion; and before her 

fifter k.iew a letter, i11e could read 

with eafe. 

The 

i ' 
"• 
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.The two little girls had th€ fm1ll-~ 

pox toget,her. .J oiepbi na fupported 

her iicknefa with equal gentlencis and 

courage ; but Cecilia, terrified by the 

d~ngcr of lofing her beauty, agitated 

her blood by impatieuce. \Vhat fol 

lowed? The good Jofephina was hap

pily cured!; and no trace remained of 

the difo~·dcr: but the beautiful Cecilia. 

was ready to die, and her pretty face 

was intire1y disfigured. Her temper 

became peevi(h, and as fi1e knew 

neither how to read or \vork, ihe had 

nothing to divert her Ycx~tion. She 

was advancing in :1gc, and il1e became 

only more vain and n1ore ignorant , 

and confequently n1orc def pifed. 

J ofcphina, on the contrary, ren 

dered herfelf more efrin1able cyery day, 

by her fondnefs for \\'o~-k and learn-

G 3 
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ing: her fociety \.\'as fought by all her 
companions; her good difpofi tion drew 
them to her, and her underfianding 
amnfed thrm, and made then1 always 
forry to leave her. 

vVhat· then is beauty, if a mere 
ficknefs can deftroy it? But endeavour 
to acquire talents and knowledge, and 
you will make yourfelf an amiable and 
defirable character. Thefe are ad.,. 
vantages which nothing can take 
away. 

LITTLE 

h• 
• I 



LITTLE GEORGE. 

vV ITH eyes ftill red and full of tears, 
little George was one day fitting in 
the parlour when his uncle came in, 
and aiked the occafion of his for-
row? 

" I am very unhappy,'' replied 
George; " I cannot have any peace ; 1 

1 
"n1y n1afier aiways finds fomething 
'~ to fcold me about : fometin1es it is 
" for not having put away my books; 
·" fometirnes for coming in with my 
" hat on ; fometimes for leaving the 
'' door open ; and now I 1nufl: not. 
" ha\;e any dinner becauit: I came too· 
'· btc. I am very unhappy ; I can
" not bear thefe continual fcoldings 
" and puniihments. '' 

"You 
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LITTLE GEORGE . 

--e. 
. ---:' w:....--.- .JC C-

" You are \"CiJ m:.ich in the right, 

H rny dear," repl!c l Lis uncle; " thcfe 

0 things 111uft be very difagreeable ; 

"' bu!: 1f \ru:' ·vi(h it, I can gi,·c you 
. . 

H an cx(cLent remedy :iga.inft thefe 

'' ... :,:_i",,,'i-•urcs " 
11. 1..-:11 \.," 1r. J..i • 

.;( If I w1fh • 1 ···1,,..l"' i '' ll, l.11 \.., v • renlicd 
J. 

{ ;co;-ge ; '' 0 tdl me, I pray, what I 

,, ·nufl cfo r', 
'' I am. going to tell you, my dear/' 

:;,;1[werell the uncle ; ·" lii1cn to n1e : 

~, you haYe oply to pay the greateft 

·" attention to w.hat pleafcs your maf

" ter; rrncl to mi:-id always what he 

'' tel13 you ; for example, you have 

" mentioned the difo;·dcr of your 

" books, the ta~ing off your hat, 

<' leaving open doors, and m~king 

<' dinner wait; each of thcfc things 

H has brought you a fevere rebuke. 
"Now, 

U' 

,. 

h 

.. 
(' .. 

,,) 
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'' Now, my boy, put your books in 
" order whenever you have them; 
." never enter the room before you 
" ha\.·e taken off your hat ; fh ut the 
" doors after you, and be in time for 
" dinner. By obferving thefe rules, 
" you will infallibly fave yourfelf fro1n 
" being bhmed on any of the fub
" jecrs you haxe mentioned. You 
" 1nay be equally fecure in eYcry 
" other ref peel:, if you only take care 
" to know what your mailer wi!11es 
" you to do ; and then carefully obey 
" him. I will anfwer that by thefe 
" n1eans you will fave yourfelf fron1 
" being fcolded; for if it is unp1eafant 
,~ to you to be reprimanded by your 
" mafter; it is rnuch 111ore unpkafant 
" to him to be inctfiantly reprimand
" ing an untow,ttcl child," 

George 
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G~o:·ge v:as ftruck with tbe juftice 

of the1t.. arg'.lmt:nts. He was rcfoh·ed 

to fo:low the fenfible 2d~:ice of his 

.J ncle. I-lis firft care \V~s to avoid 

difp1~aiing his 1112.iter. Soon aftci' 

this, he w~nt before bis wifhes in i1rs 

<le fire to gi·re hi1n ple:11 ure. Infte:1d 

of the rebukes which he had fo~·· 

n1erly received, he e:{pericnced no

thing now but careffes. , His uncle 

never found him again in the parlour 

breathing fighs and il1cdding tears ; 

wh~neYer he came to the houCe, he 

found him chearful. "Ah, 1ny boy," 

faid l1e; " do you not find my coun-

fel good?', 

RO-

l f 
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RODOLPHUS; OR, THE DANGER OF 

FALSEHOOD. 

YOUNG RoDOL PHUS had contracted 

the fad habit of lying. It c1n1e up
on him more eiJ)ecially \\'hen he had 
~ny thing to do. Thus, when, for 
example, he did uot know his leffon; 
:tnd v. hen his turn came for repeating 
to his mafter, he bcg~rn, almofr al. 
ways, by excufing himfdf thus : 

" Pray forgiyc me, ilr, if I do not 
" know n1y ldfon; it is not that it is 
" too long or ditEcult, Lut that 111:,

, , papa, haying a great deal of buGneis 
" yefterday, made 1ne affift him." 

And ,\ hen he had not finifh~J l1is 
exercife) he ,vould fay, 

" I was not able to write vcfterd:iy; ,, ., 

"I l~ft 
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" I left my book in my papa's room, 

" and my papa \~'ent out and took the 
H ke,, '' 

,/. 

He frequently blotted his bool· s, 

and drew all forts of ugly figures tip
on them; and, in order that his n1a1·

ter n1ight not punifh him, he would 
fay, 

" See, fir, ·\\'hat bas happened ! 
''Yefterday, while I v.:1s writing ~1t 

" 1ny t~ble, with all my books aboL1t 

" me, mamma ient for n1e to come 

" directlyj fo I ,xent and left my 
" books. YVhile I was abfent, my 
r, little brother Charles came t l> rnv 

' I 

<, table, an<l blotted my books in th1~ 

"bl " =, tern e manner. 

I:1 this manner bad Rodo1phus, for 
fcJme time, deceived his too cr-:du

iou~. rn~i1er ,;_ but,, at length, thc. maf
tcr 

exe 

no 

Ii. 

, .. 
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ter dilcovered his fcholar's fault; and, 

from that moment, he never believed 

a word that he fa.id. Every time, after 

this, that Rodolphus did not know 

his leffon, or had not finifned his 

exercife, he was chaftifed, and no at

tention paid, becaufe no belief could 

be given to his excufes. 

Son1etimes, neverthelefs, he really 

had good excu(es ; but they were of 

no ufe to him. " If Henry or Fre

" derick had told 1ne this/' his maf

ter would reply, " I fhould have be

" 11evcd them ; but how, after you 

" have impofed upon me fo many 

" times, can I believe you ?" 

So true it is that ~ lye 1s difcovered 

fooner or later; and that it always 

turns to the injury of him by whol.1} 

it is uttered. · 
~ LEOPOLD,, 

\ 
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LEOPOLD. 

·y OUNG LEo POLD was not free from 
thofe faults which n1uft be hated by 
good people and our befl: friends. 
\Vhen he was with his companions, 
he behaved fo ill to them that they 
were alinoft always obliged to le;1xe 
the moft innocent amufcm~nts, anu 
forego their pleafures? to avoid his 
difagreeable con1pany. 

One day, \vhcn they had chcar~ 
fully admitted hi1n to _play 1.vith them, 
Leopold began to difpute as ufual ; 
ancf, befides, to d1cat, and refe:--i to _ pay lJiS forfeits. Ferdinand not being 
in the humour to bear tlic ill-beha
viour of . Leopold, faid, " You n1u{t 
'cc gi\re nic the nuts \.Vhich I have won; 

, C <{O • "1 will 

• , , 

'I 

Ii 

I, 
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" I will have then1: you have fairly 

" loft." 
Leopold contradicted him ; and 

e\·cn, in his pailion, did not abfl:ain 

fron1 fuch inf uffcra.ble conduct as a 

,ve11-educated child never thinks of 

committing. 

This procedure of Leopold fo irri

tated Ferdinand, that he would have 

fought him. Happily, Leopold's 

uncle paffed by at this moment. He 

heard the f ubjccl: of difpute, and 

with-held Ferdinand, faying; " And 

" what ! you \vould fight with this 

" mifera.ble child ! Do you not fee 

" how miicrable he is? I-le never has 
" a mo:11cat of chearfulnefs; w herevcr 

" he is, people are glad to get rid of 

"him, and of his ·ruggcd, four, and 

' '· difagrerable temper. I--Ie is already 

n 2 "badly 
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" badlv off \Vith this Yile character; 
~, and you would beat him ! vVould 
" you beat a fick perfon, whofe mind 
" was unfound, and who had done 
" you fome injury in the phrenzy of a 
" fever ? No, f urely. \Vell, then, 
" do not beat this unfortunate bov . 

.I 

" Leopold does, indeed, look well ; 
" but his mind is very, very, fick; 
" were it not for this, he would not 
" acr like a madman, difpleafing and 
" irritating all his friends And you, 
" Leopold,'' added he, " I pity you ; 
" if you are rugged, unjuft, and in
" folent, how can you expect th~t 
" others ihould be kind and jufl: to
" ward you ? Think better, and be 
" convinced, that if you do not love 
" otherf-, you cannot hope to be 
"'loved." 

U t-

C 
t 
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Uttered in a gentle and lively man-. 

ner, this leffon funk deep into the 

heart of Leopold, and produced a 

very beneficial effect upon his cha

racter; he examined hi1nielf, and be• 

gan, in good earneft, to correct his 

bad habits. Neve.r again was h~ 

feen to quit the ftraight road of pro• 

bity, nor to go beyond the bounds 

which honefty prefcribes; he even de~ 

ferved, at Jength, the love of a:11 hi~ 

friends 

It 3 GOOD. 



G 00 D BEHAVIOUR TO SERVANTS. 

1..fR.1\1IARLo\,;.- enjoyed a competent 
fortune, ri.nd lived with his wife and 
t\vo children, He1iry and Ocl.avius 
on a fmall eftate. 

l\:Ir. and lVIrs. l\Jarlow were of a 
very amiable character, and affable 
with every body; they treated their 
fervants with goodnefs, and kept the111 
Jong in thei_r places. 

1"'he t\VO children did not rciemble 
their parents. Henry, ever fince he 
had paifed [qmc nrnnths with 3.11 

aunt who was rich, but proud, h:ird, 
and ex::i.cring, had t2.ken upon him 
airs of haughtinefs, and an imperious 
tone, to which lVIr. and lVlrs. M~:ir
low's fervants were not aL-cuftomed. 

By 

an 

f\J 

t 
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By fome me~ns or other, Ocravius, 
on the other band, had contractf'd 
an oppofite fault. He was becom~ 
fo familiar with the don1eftics, th at 
he was frequently treated with COi.1 -· 

tempt. He delighted in nothing 
but goffiping and playing \i\: ith them ; 
and whenever he could efcape from 
the parlour, he ran into the kitcl,ien . 
It is true that the cook encouraged 
this, in the hope of learning fr01n 
hirn all that \.V~s faid and done in the 
parlour. · 

Mr. and Mrs. Marlow had often 
reproved Octavius for. his too great 
familiarity with the fervants, and 
Henry for his pride and haughtinefs 
toward then1; but they were extre1nely 
afflicted at perceiving that they had 
not fuccceded in reformir~g either. 

One 
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One d..1v, <luring the courfe of the 

winter, Mrs. Marlow's woman afk.ed 

permiffion to pafs a fortnight with 

one of her aunts who had invited her 

to the wrdding of her daughter, and 

eno·:;crcd to !\;o·ulate fome concerns- of 
ob o 

the fa:1..ily. 
Mrs. !viar1ow was natura1ly good

natured, and fhe vvas perfuaded that 

it is fometimes proper to enter into 

the little affairs of our domefiits, 

endeavour to render them fen-ice, 

a:1d grant them from time to time 

requifit:e indulgences; that fuch con

d ucl:: infpircs attachment, encourages 

fidelity, and incrcafcs zeal; {he de

bycc.l not, therefore, to grant the rc

queil:. 
'Two davs after this fervant's de-., 

parture, the footman., while ferving 
at 

e, 

11, 
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at table, appeared very fad an,J afflict

ed. " \Vhat is the matter, John ?" 
fa.id I'Ar. Marlow wiLh concern, "you 
" look unhappy." 

" J\...las, fir," replied John, with 
tears in his eyes, " 1ny poor father is 
" very ill, and he ha_s a great defire 
" to fee 1ne before he dies." 

" Very right, J o!-111; you n1uft go; 
" it will be a confolation to hia1 to 
" fee you. You-· father is a very ho
" nefl: rrrnn, and you know how much 
" you owe him." 

" Ab, fir, I never {hall forg-et it as 
Q 

<< long rLs I live ; but I a1n very re-
'< lucrant to accept your kindnefs. 
" Mrs. Turner is abfent ; and, if I 
" go, who will ferve you? U nfortu
" nately, the cook is not equ:il to the 

" t~ll~ . ~.l~ ~ 
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" t2.Ik.; aad, bd1Jes, 01c is not alert 

" enough.,, 

" N e\-er 111ind," faid 1\'Ir. l\1arlow, 

" we will do as weH as we can ; we 

" can ferve ourfeh·cs." 

" 0 yes," fai<l Nirs. I\1arlow, " I 

" confent with all my heart. John,'' 

continued {he, " go and eat a lit tlc, 

" and fet out directly. The days are 

" ven1 01ort fo that vou have no 
J ' ~ 

" time to lofc. Take a couple of 

'' bottles of wine, and a couple of 

" pots of jelly, and give them to 

" your father from me; they will do 

" hi1n good. Perhaps he is not fo 

" ill as is rcprefented, and only w~,nts 

" fomctbing to fhengthen him." 

John thanked his 1nafter and n1if

trefs reii1eEtfully, took what they had 
or-

'j 

,, 
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ordered, and went to his father's i1n
n1cdiatcly. I-Ic had not been gone 
~1 quarter of an hour when the cook 
came into the parlour with fury, and 
demanded her wages, faying, " Do 
" you think, then, 1nadam, that I 
" will do all the work of the houfe 
" rnyielf? Any where elfe I would do 
" it ; but here, where an honcf.t wo
" nnm is fufpecred, it is another 
" thing. You cannot han:: forgotten 
"' what you faid yefterday in the pre
., fence of J\lfa.iler Octavius, who 
" he:ird it." , 

" Ar..d what was faid then," faid 
:i:Vfr. Iviarlow ? 

" ThQt I drank, and was a thief," 
faid the cook . 

Ot"brrius had faid nothing of this, 
for h~ bad 1Kt the horrible fault of 

- talc~ 
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tale-telling; but fi·om being in the 

habit of gofiq in6 v:ith the 'cook, he 

had let fome fo8!if11 words efcape 

hin1 \vhich lecl the \.\'Oman to f ufpe5:. 

that what {be compL.ined of had been 

faid. So that OEtaYius had to re

proach hin1felf with haying given oc

cafion, by his babbling, to this fcene, 

and therefore burft into tears. 

Mr. and Mrs. l\!Iarlow \Vere much 

vexed by this difagreeable adventure; 

but the children, who had been the 

caufe, had not a word to fay. The 

cook \\'a~ paid and fcnt awa.y. Being 

<lefirous afterward to refol·re on what 

was to be done, l\!Ir. and l\'1rs. I\1ar

lo\v defircd the children to leave the 

parlour. 
vVhcn Hcnrv and Octavius were 

J 

gone out, l\1rs. I\1arlow faid, " \Vell, 
"no\y 

I, 

"· 
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I 
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~' now we are w,thout fcp;ants; what 

., is to be <lone ?" 

'' All that we have to do/' fard Mr. 

i\Iarlow, " is to proqt by this acci

" dent ; we will giYe a good leifon to 

n our children, by whom it bas been 

~ long wanted. \Ve wiH fend for a 

,: \VOm~n frorn th~ Yilla.ge to do the 

u ha1d work, and Henry anc.l OEt:1-

H vjus iba11 do the rcft. The one 

"' fuaH be punifhed for his intolerable 

·" nridc, and the other fee what is to 

'" be gained by too great fan1iliarity Y 

" 0, thlt is well thought of," faid 

Mrs. ~arlow, ~' this will do our chi\

" dren 1nore fervice than aU the re-
. . . 

'' proqfs we cap giYe them.'' 

IVIr. and rvirs 1,"larlow having ar

ranged their plan, c2.lled in the chil

dren, and informed tberq of what 
thcv 
, Jt 

,, 



So
,, 

GOOD BEH.,\YlOUR 

-
thev intended to do. 

,I 

" It 1s not 

" \VOrth while to hnYe fcn·ants,"' 

added .1'Ir. Marlow, " if \\'C dei}1ifo 

" then1 as Henry docs, or if we make 

" ourlclves defpiCed by them, like Oc

" tavius.'' 
At thefe \Vords, the chiidrcn felt 

their mi[b1ke; took a candle, and in 

a melancholy mood, wi(hing their pa

rents gt,od night, went to bed with 

heavy hdLrts. 

Tl1 e next morning I--It:r~ry :.ind Oc11-

vi11s arofe, but they found no water for 

waf11ing themiclves; they were ob. 

1iged, in i}Jite of the cold, to go c;own 

themfch-cs to find it. 

Afrcr this, they went 1n foa~ch of 

\"l:oo.J; and havinf! found in the 
Cl 

chimney two or three ligbrcd coals 

which h:!d b~en pref:;rved Ui1dcr the 

cm-
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cinders, they beg~n to blow with 

ri.11 their mig~1t, but they could not 

make ~ fire. 
Th~v looked at one another. and 

J , 

faid, " "\Ye {hall neYcr bring jt 

" a.bout;" they tried nrn.ny times, 

but always in vain. They n1uft bave 

1nilcd the day without any fire what

cxer, if the won1an fron1 the Yi11age 

had not luckily arrivc<l. 1-Icnry ad

dreffc<l her in the 111')ft civil 111a.nncr; 

" \Vill you be fo good as to help u~ 

" n1ake thi::, fire r" 'The won1an 111:1.de 

it. 
\Vhcr1 brc8.kfa{t \Vas to b~ had, the 

tea th ing.s were to be '>v;:i n1cc.L Henry 

beg:.in this r:ither aul,wa.rc.lly, and 

frni [hcd by brc,1..k ing a cup. 

l h::i !U~~rnma, who entered g.t tl.1t 

l 2 11lQ-
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mon1ent, faid., " Take care, HenrT, 
of ·what you are about.,, 

" Mamma," replied Henry, '' I 

" know not how it happened to fall 

" frorn my hands; I thought that I 

1 ,1·. 'bn.. " " 1e1.c 1t 1n tne en m.:!nncr. 

'' I doubt it not," replied his mam-

n12.; " out as you kno\-,' hmv to ex

'' cufe yourfelf fo 1..vell, have indul

" geryce Lkewife foi: the iet,:~nts. 

·' when a firnilar accident happens." 

HENRY .-But I ~lm not ob1iged 

to know hO\v to be a fen·:1nt io ·well as 

they. 

rvI_'\!\IMA.-VVhat do vou mean, ., 

Henry? You are not obliged to know 

how to ferve ) our[clf? Arc you fure 

of al 1xays having iervan~s to obey 

your orders? \Ve hJ.ve, it is true, a 

little f~)rtune; but nothirlg is lefs cer-

tain~ 

C 
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ta.in, n1y fon, than fortune. Did you 
but know bow many peopl~ who ha,-e 
been ,-cry rich are no\v in the greatcft 
,vant ! lVL1y not the fa1ne reYerfe 
happen to you ? So that, for your 
own good, I \vould haye you learn to 
do without a fen-ant. 

This fenfible difcourfc of his n10-
ther almoft difcovere<l a nev;,· world to 
the eyes of Henry. From this n10'"" 
n1ent he did not fee fo great a diftance 
between himfelf and the fervants. 
He \\'as afterwards conv:nced, that he 
was leis clcn:r in many things tlian 
they. " l-lffvV \Vrong I v-rns," laid he, 
" to call J t1hn a fool, if he happened 
"to lay tll'cloth av,Ty ! I fee, now, 
' ho~\' many obligations we ar,..:; under 

\' to fcrv~mts, ~nd fro1n how 1.1any dif
,~ ficult ics they favc us. l will al-

I 3 " w~ys 
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" ways be good-natured 1nd civil to 

" thetn ; I will keep myfelf fron1 

" fcolding then1, and flill more fro1n 

" fpeak.i;Jg to tl.eir injury.'' 

Thus \VC fee, that the object which 

:\Ir. and l\.lrs. l\1larlow had in view, 

\\"as, with rcipcct to I-Ienry, acco1n

pli{11ed on the firft (hy. A great 

~hange was lik,.:,\ ife produced in the 

ideas of Od~~xius. By li\·ing with his 

parents n1ore t!!an be had been ac

cui1omed to do, he percei\·ed hmv 

n1uch their fociety \vas preferable to 

that of any other pcrfons. 

At length, the fervants returned; 

1\1rs. T'urncr firil; and after her~ 

Tobn, with the Q"oo<l ne;vs of his fa-
~ 

...... 

ther's recovery, Henry :ind Ocravius 

were fr.:ucely knovvn again by either 

of t!1ern i tbe one had p-,,ined f:ic!! ..., 
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gentle and civil 111anners, and the 
other behaved like a well bred child, 
which is the only way of deierving 
the refpect of fervant s. 

* * * 

T.}!E 
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-THE GARDEN, 

MR. BLAKE took his two fons to 

fee a very elegant garden. On their 

entering it, they begged their papa 

to let them play in one of the walks; 

and, after giving then1 leave, l\1r. 

Blake retired to an arbour \vith his 

friend, the owner of the garden. 

The two childfrn had been always ., 

fo well accuR:orned t·o good beh~Yiour, 

~hat Mr. Biake did not think of giv

ing them any particular charge; but 

his confidence 1vvas fadly rewarded, as 

the follmving fl:ory will fhow. 

Spring reigned in all bcr beauty, 

~nd the garden was covered ·with 

flowers; their delightful appearance 
ex-

lj~e 
0 .. 
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excited in the children a defire of ga
thering fome of the fineft. 

Alexander had foon gathered a riofe
gay, and haftened to ihow it to his 
brother. Seeing that his own was not 
fo good, James threw that which he 
had made away, and began to gather 
another. 

Alexander, fearing to be out-done 
at this next effort by his brother, loft 
no time in making a fecond fiill 
forger than the former. James fouhd 
himfelf vanquiihed a fecond tin1e; 
but he hoped to carry off the prize 
the third. Thus, by the en1ulation 
of each other, they {hipped all the 
plants of their flowers. James had 
filled his hat, and one of the button
holes of his coat, and Alexander both 
his hands. 

It 
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It vvas now that they began to re

flect upon their great exploits; they 

blu!hed at beholding thofe flowers 

which had appeared fo brilliant fon1e 

1ninutes befqre; and which were now 

fo dull and withered. 

Overcome with 01ame, they kne\V 

not what to do with the flowers which 

they had gathered. One begged the 

other to take his {hare, but each was 

too n1uch loaded with his O\.\n. 

\Vhilc they \\'ere in this mifcrable 

fituation, Mr. Blake returned with his 

friend. I-Ie ftocxl confounded, when 

he faw the deva.{b.1.tion of the garden, 

and the 1nournful countenances of bis 

child rcn. 
They \Vere dcfi rons of :i.ckno·. · lcdg-

in~ their ta.ult; but they coti~<J not 

:-1.rticublc a ii11glc word. 

I• 
I • ··• 
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At length, Alex1nder, with tears 
in bi~ eyes, broke filence, and related 
in what 111a!1ncr the thi11g h~d happened. 

1\-Ir. Bbkc n1~1dc excu fcs for thcn1 
to his friend. Happily, this \\'::-ts a 
n1an \\·ho loved children, and who 
knew how to parJon fuch faults as 
tbcy comn1itted, not t_brough a b:1d 
dilpofition, bl:t through want of 
thOl~ght a!ld gicldinefs. 

l\I ,.. Bi'') l.- ,, 1 I. .. ~1.1-. v, 
'1 t " .Alexander and J,tmts with a trouL---LxI 

anJ icrious couBtcnancc. I-L~ itX'mcd 
to know thc1n no longer for his chil-drcn. 

" 0 papa,'' cried they, throwing 
thern1elvcs on liis neck, (( WC ha\·c 
" defciT~ll your anger; but. forgive 
" t!s through com2ailion, :i.nd cio not 

H 'l h,, 1)-.. ~ -....; ... ., .. 
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" abandon us. We know how n1uch 

~' need there is that you (hould watch. 

" inceffantly over our actions, and 

" that you ihould tell us if they be 

" wrong, if they dif plcafe you, or 

~' are difagreeable to any one elfe." 

l\1r. Blake v;as fo moved with thefc 

fentin1ents, that he embraced his 

children and forg~ve then1. He was 

ftill more fatisfi.ed with them after

·wards, for they never did any thing 

again without a£k.ing his permiffion, 

or ever gave him any other reafon to 

complain of their condµlt . 

C HAR -

C 
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CHARLOTTE. 

CHARLOTTE was a girl of a very. 

unobliging dif po!ition ; Che never 

would affifr any· one. Some traits of 
her conduct and character deferve to 

be particularized. 

Her .lifter Mary would fay, " My 
" dear Charlotte, be fo good as to 

" help 1ne to divide my ikain; or 

" lend me your pencil ; or n1end my 

" pen :"-" I have no time, fifter,'' 

~harlotte would reply ; " yon are al

" ways interrupting 1ne: n1arnma has 

~' defired 1ne not to leave rny work." 

Her coufin Sarah came to her; they 

played together fometime in an ar

bour; and Sarah, through forgetful

!lefs, left her work-bag. Being in 

K hafte 
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hall:e to join 1vlary in the parlour, fhc 

faid to Ch:.1..rlotte, " 1\/Iy dear, when 

" you com~ in, pray do n1e the farour 

'~ to bring me 1ny work-bag.'' 

" Ye~, indeed !" fa.id Charlotte 

with petulance, " I haYe enough to 

'' do to bring my m-vn.'' 

Another day, her goYerne[s was 

cheffing l\1ary; CT1e begged Charlotte 

to gi \-e forne pins which lay upon the 

L1ble? 

'' Am I your fcrvant/' replied f11e, 

" that I muft bring } ou tbe pins ? 

" You can fetch them if vou want 

~. them." 

\Yhel' fhc was wit\ her cornpa~ 

nions, c-.-cr~-' one muft run to do what 

f11c wanted done; but 01e wot1ld 

1 , • .. · 1 

ncn . r uo any t111ng tor ot ncrs, 

She wn::i not even attentin? to her 
pa-

.. 
I 
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parents. Never did it enter her head 

to run to meet her father, to relicYe 

him from his hat Qr ftick; nor to µre

fent a feat to her 111an1ma when f11e 

\.Yas fatigued with w:1lk.ing. 

Oh ! how many troubles did the 

unfortunate Charlotte prepare for all 

the rcft of her life t 
\Vhen 0.1c was n1arried, anLl receiv-

ed con1pany at her houfe, l11e did no

thing to oblige her hufuand or her 

friends ; and if one of her neighbours 

aik.ed of her the lea.ft [ervice, ihe had 

~lways fome pretext for rcfufing it. 
It n1ay eafily be gueiTed, that, with 

fuch a character, fhe foon beqtn1e 

odious to all her acquaintance. She 

\vas never iix,kca of ·but in the lan

g:uagc of di(dain and co11te npt. 

It was no~ long before ihe had an 

K2 op-
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opportunity of proving how ftrongly 

the hatred fhe had infpired had rooted 

1tfelf in everv heart. 

A large houfe, which was at an 

equal difrance fro1n her own, and from 

that which lier amiable fifler Mary 

occupied, took fire in the night. At 

the firft rumour of this accident, a 

crowd of people aifembled: Charlotte 

was inftantly at her door, crying out, 

" 0 my neighbours ! 1ny dear neigh

" bours ! come quickly to rr1y allift

'' ance !" No perfon came ; and every 

one ran t~ward her filter's hou[e, 

, : becaufc her good chara6:er was gene

rally known. 

Every one exerted hi1nfelf for Mary, 
as if he had been working for himfelf. 

Owing to this fpeedy affifb.ncc, her 

houfe was quickly faved from the 
flames, 

L 
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flames, while that of Charlotte w;is 

.entirely confumed. 
This event n1ay ferve as a lcfion 

~o thofc who, when opportunity 

~ffers, refufe to oblige others ; and it 

n1ay teach then1, that a time will pof

fibly come when the obligation \vill 
. ! 

be returned. 

• J 
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THE \VORK-BAG. 

LtTTLE Amelia and her fifter i-\nn 
had neither father nor mother. Mrs· 
Adams, their aunt, was a widow, and 
without children; had taken the two 
children to her houfr, and was at the 
charge of their education. 

Thefe two little orphans poifeffed 
excellent qualities ; but Ann was 
rather carelefs and negligent. She 
had the habit of leaving her books, 
her doll, and other playthings, in 
every corner of the houfe; fo that 
fl1e had often the mortification of 
lofing them, or of finding them in 
bad condition. 

One day, Mrs. Wal<len came to. 

pay a vifit to her inti1nate friend Mrs. 
Adams, 

Au 

c: 
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Adams, and bro1:1ght, for. each.of the 
little girls, a prefent of a fattin work-· 
bag, ornamented with gold. There 
was in each bag a needle-bobk, and 
a piece of muflin, on which was drawn 
a pretty defign. · . •: 

At firft, Ann took .the greateft care 
of her work-bag; !he never left it but 
1n a proper place ; fhe never forgot 
where to fi11d it. 

One morhii1g, the two fiftcrs, each 
with her ~ ,vork- b:ig on her arm, en• 
tered the garden, and began to work 
in the frefh air~ After they had 
\'i'Orked a little, Amefr1. returned to 
the houfe, and Ann rem~ined, ad
n1iring the flo\,'ers. She took it jnto 
her head to gather fome, and make a 
nofegay. She fet about· this under
taking, and fi ding her ,vork-ba.g a 

hindrance, 
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:s 

hindrance, (he laid it upon a plat of 

turf which v-.1as at hand. \ · 

\Vhile gathering the LfloH.rers, fh~ 

faw a little •lamb which put its head 

through · the · bars of a railing, and 

which bleated as it'to call her. She 

ran toward the little· ·ani1nal, carefleq 

~t, fecl it ' fro~? her· hand, and btgan 

to play with_j~; · ~- ' 

Suddenly, µ-ie recollecl::eq. that it 

,v-as the dinne/hour, and that fhe muft 
' . . 

retire to the houfe. · ~~ Good bye; 

lit .. le lamb," faid · (he ; and 3.rrived 

v,ithin ·doors ·without ~aving the leaft 

thought about her pretty work-bag. 

~ She did not recolleB: her trcaf ure 

till 'tne evening, when fhe wanted he; 

ivork . . She ran im1nediately to 1ook 

for 'it, and found it on the turf, but 

in the moft deplorable condition. J t 
,., 
.:, 
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,vas intirelv in rao·s, and covered with . ..:, 

dufr and dirt; the needle-book and 
the muflin were torn ; the fciXus, 
her bodkin, and tht: nceJlcs, difperfed 
here and there. 

\Vho can give any idea of the affiic ... 
tion which poor Ann endured at this 
difa.ftrous fight ! She remained, for 
f01ne time, filent and motionlefs : At 
length, ihe bPg::tn to examine, one 
after a!1other, all the pieces ; and 
\Vhea D.1e found f1em abfolutcly 
fpoiled, fhe b;.irft into tears and b.-
1nentations. 

The gardener having he:1td her 
cries, her complaints, and fobbings, 
ran from the other end of the garden, 
to know what was the matt.er. Ann 
r~b.tecl to him he~ n1isfortune, and 

aik.ed 
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afkcd him if he could tell who had 

done this dreadful mifrhief? 

T-he gardener replied that he pitied 

her much, and that it wls doubllcfs 

the little dog who was guilty; " for," 

added he, " I ha, e fcen hi1n running 

about the place for a long time." 

Ann faw that f11e could do nothing 

but gather up the pieces, and carry 

them, f uch as they were, into the 

houfe. There f11e could find no con

folation but fron~ the friendfhip of 

her tender Amelia, to whon1 alone f11c 

confided the ftory of her misfortune, 

and \vho cqul~ not refrain from cry

ing v:ith her. 
The next dav, while the two fiCT:crs 

J 

were t:ilking together concerning the 

unforti.:rn:itc accident of the precet1ing 
eYen .... 
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c\·ening: " Alas, 111y dear fifter !n 
faid Ann to Amelia, " my greateft 
" forrow is to think what 1ny aunt 
" will fay; f11e who has fo often de• 
" fired me to take the greateft care of 
" my work- bag; Oh ! I <;annot bear 
" the thought. One method is in 
" my po1,,ver fo!" concealing 111y care
" lefine[s ; but I confefs that I have 
" a great diilike to it ; and that J 
" cannot refolve to 111ake ufe of it.', 

1\:\1ELIA. And \.\'hat is it? 
Ax N". This : tlie maid fays that 

{he has a piece of fa.tin of exacrly the 
fame colour as my work-bag; and 
that her coufin, who is a n1illiner, 
will embroider it for n1e, like the 
other, and procure rne a needle-book 
exactly like that \Yhich is defhoyed. 
She fays~ bcfidc, that I have 11othing 

.tc 
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to do but to get 101ne 1nuflin, and to 

copy the dcGgn from the piece which 

remains, which is very eafy to be done; 

and that, by this contrivance, 1ny 

aunt may be prevented fron1 ever 

kno\Ying what lus happened ; but, 

I repeat it to you, all this fecref}' 

and dccc:ption difpleafes me ver)' 
. ' 

111uch. 
AMEL r J\. You are yery rigbt : it 

vi'ould be . intriguing and deccrtion: 

and, befide, hovi could you confont, 

by tricks and CLnn;ng proceedings, 

to deceive fo good an aunt; an aunt 

who loYcs ,_,,., Ll r·1uch, and from ·v,rhmn 

,ve ought tc hi~c nothing l 
· ANN Ah ! th2.t is Yery true ; if I 

had once the 111i.sfortuIJ.e to deceive 

her, I I})ould n·e\:cr dare to" meet her 

eyes again, for fear that ihe ihould 
re~ 

151 
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fee in my face that I had deceived 

. her. 
AMEL I A. And then, if my aunt 

fi1oukl happen to difcover what had 

paired, what a deal of trouble it woul~ 

coft you! 
ANN. You are right. Yes, Ame• 

lia, I have refolved what to do; I will 

go this inftant in fearch of my aunt, 

and confefs the whole. 

AMELIA. Go, I advife you: that 

is the beft thing you can do. 

Ann went, as fhe propofed, with

out delay, to her aunt. Mrs. Adams,. 

who was naturally good and iadul

gent, heard with affection the ac

knowledgment which Ann 1nade of 

her carcleffnefs ; an.d, feeing in her 

much etnotion, endeavoured to coin• 

pofe her. " Co1nfort . yourfelf, my 

L 
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-·- --- - - -- ----

" de1r child," faid CT1e ; " t bjs n1is

" fortune will be very ufeful to you 

" 1f it teaches you to be more careful 

" for the future than vou baye hi tbcrto 
,I 

" been." 

The accident of the work-bag had 

a1ready begun to be forgotten, when 

I\1rs. Adams and her two nieces were 

invited to dine with lVIrs. "\Valdcn. 

This invitation, which would othcr

\vife lwxe been ycry agrcc:ibie to Ann, 

did not pleaie her much, as ~ircum

fbnces ftood. " l\1y de:1r aunt," faid 

01c to Ivirs. Adams, " I wolild gi \·e 

" any ·thing in the \vorld not to ;"') to 

H l\1i·s. \Yale.kn 's ro-morrmv." 

" I can bclic\·c ir, rny <l:..·ar,'' re-

1,1ie<l Mrs. Adams; " for fhe wi'l 

H doubtkfaly 11-:.qdirc co~ccrn1og yoer 

" poor wo.i·k.-bag: bLt w!:a.t good -..·. 

.. , ... 
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" cufe can you make for declining 

" the vifi t ? would you tell a falfe

" hood, and fay that you are unwell ? 

" are ye· ~l di[ po fed to do fo ?" 

" 0, nv ;' replied little Ann; " fo, 

" n1y dear aunt, I il1all go, coft one 

" what it will." 

The next day arrived ; and, the 

carriage being at the door, Mrs. 

Adan1s fet out \:vith Ann and Amelia, 

which latter had the delicacy to leave 

her work-bag at ho1ne, that ihe might 

not give occa!ion to a comparifon to 

her !ifrer's difadvantage. 

During the whole journey, poor 

Ann was very ferious and thoughtful, 

though the good An1elia did all that 

was poffible to divert her. She 

pointed out to her, fometin1es the 

flowers which adorned the hedges, and 

L 2 the 
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the fruits which loaded the trees . 
' 

fon1etin1es the birds 1Nhich flew from 

branch to branch; and fometimes the 

carriages which ran along tJ,.e road; 

but poor Ann could pay but little 

attention to any thing fhe faw. 

"\Vhen they had arrived, Mrs. \Val

den welcomed heartily, as ufual, the 

two young ladies ; but !he perceived 

at once, that neither had brought her 

work-bag. She faid nothing at that 

moment ; but, after talking fome 

time with Mrs. Adams, fhe a!ked 

Arnelia whether her ~uflin was yet 

worked? 

" Y_es, madam," replied Amelia. 

" And \vhy, then, my dear, did 

" you I}Ot bring it ? I fhould baye 

" been much pleafed to fee it." 

.l\.t this word Amelia b1uCT1ed, and 

plainly 

t ,, 
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plainly difcovered that i11e did not 
know what to fay. 

Seeing her fifl.er difconcerted, and 
the ftill greater embarraifment into 
which fhe would be thrown, the un• 

fortunate Ann could preferve herfelf 

no longer, but burft inftantly into 
tears. 

J\!Irs. Adams now [poke, and related 
to l\1rs. "\Valden the fad adventure of 

the work-bag. She did not forget to 

mention the franknefs and good beha• 
,·iour of Ann. 

" That was charming," faid Mrs. 
VVald~n; and then, addreffing herfelf 

to Ann ; " Con1fort yourfelf, my 
" dear," faid fhe ; " you· deferve that_ 

" I il1ould give you another work
" bag." 

" She \vill foon have f uch ;::.nother," 

L 3 faid 
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faid ·IV:Irs. Adams; " I have already 

" ordered one ; and I iliall make bet 

~' the ·prefent v,ith all my heart, as a 

" reward for her franknefs and good 

" behaviour." ' 

After this, Mrs. Adams did not 

f9rget to fpeak of the delicacy which 

Amelia had ilim~:n upon the occafion~ 

who ·had forborne to dif play her well

tept work-bag, thougl~ it was in ex: 

cell~nt condition at home. 

· " "\Vhat an1iable children ! " crie4 

l\1rs. '\Valden ; " there is nothing 

" that I wou1d not do for them; l 
' 

'' fl 'l 1 • r 
I th " t.a;;, ~ \ a) s !Oye em. 

Th remr ind er of the day paired i~ 

cheerfulnefs; a'nd in the evening, as 

the party returned ho111e, Ann felt 

herfrlf in a · fituation 'very different 

fron1 that whi~h fhe h~d experienced . 
1n 
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in the n1orning. Every thing fhe did 

announced the lrnppinefs fhe enjoyed, 

and of which {he would certainly have 

been deprived if fhe had reforted to 

f ubterfuges and intrigues in order to 

conceal the truth. Her dear aunt, 

and her fifter Amelia, £hared her hap

pinefs at that moment, and had the 

plcafure, ever afterward, of feeing her 

n1ore attentive and careful. 

THE 
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THE PEACHES. 

VV 1 LL 1 AM and his fifi:er Sufan had 

faid their leifons fo well, and been f o 

good all the n1orning, that their 

n1other gave them. leave to phy in 

the garden in the afternoon. 

J{mong the difierent •fruit-trees 

which \Vere i.1 -the garden, there was 
a young peach-tree, which bore fruit 

this year, for the fir[t time. The 

peaches were not very numerous; but 

they were admirable for their fize and 

beanty, Though they appeared ripe, 

\Villiam and Sufan's 1nother had not 

vet touched them. She was defirous 
J 

that they 01ould remain ungathered 

till their father's return from tO\;vn. 

As ibe had forbade her children, 

in general tern1s, ever to touch the 
fruits, 

... -
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fruits, even thofe which lay upon the 

ground, £he had not thought it necef

fary to put a particular prohibition 

upon the little tree which 01e wifhcd 

to be preferved. She knew, befide, 

that her children were not gluttons, 

and they had been early accuftomed 

to obedience. 

Unfortunately, their play 1ed then1 

to the peach-tree ; and they faw two 

peaches fall, which they were ftrongly 

teinpted to eat. 

William, who faw them firft, for

got his mother's command, picked 

then1 up, ate one, and gave the other 

to Sufan, who forgot, and ate, like 

her brother. 

Scarcely were the peaches gone, 

when Sufan recollected her motber's 

prohibition; " Ah, dear "\Villiam,,, 

faid 
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faid {he, '' what {hall we do? we h:i..Ye 

" difobeyed 111amma ; {he bas for

" bidden us to eat the fruit !-how 

" forry I am !- i11e will fcold us ! 

" .Ah, why did you pick up thofo 

" unfortunate peaches ! " 
'\VrLLIAM, 0, fifrer, mamma will 

know n?tbing of the matter. 

Sus AN. 0, but if foe fi1ould know 

it ! \Ve had better tell her ourfelves. 

She will n10re readily forgi\·e our 

faults, when we confefs them fin-

·cerely. 
· \VrLL IAM. That is true; but we 

have been difobedient. and you know 

that mamma puniilies difobedience 

more feverely than fhe puniil1es any 

thing elfe; and, befide, we il1all only 

give her forrow by telling ·what we 

liave done. 

• l 

t. 
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SusAN. · Aye, brother; but will 
fl1e not be 111ore forry if {he finds that 
we have concealed our fault ? and 
how can we look at mamma with 
confidence, while our confcience up .. 
braids us with this fecret fault ? 
YVhen D1e kiffes us, and calls us her 
dear children, I am fure that I fhall 
not be able to hinder mvfelf frorFl 

~ 

colouring, and I am fure that you 
will colour too. 

\V r LL 1 AM. Ah, I fee clearly that 
you know better than I. Come, let 
l.!S find mamma, :::i..nd confeis 'N hat we 
h~P:e dor!e. 

V\Iil1ia111 took his fiftcr by her hand, 
a:1d the two children V.'ent' to preient 
t ~1c;1~fekes to tbeir rn-o ther. 

" :\ ,f l ) ) I •• l <:: ,~ 1, y (.~~ar n1amnln, 1a1<.1 ....., u1.rn, 
" V✓C h~ve b,~'cn difobcd1cnt; DuniC~ ... 

" us 
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" us as vYe defen°e, · but do not iaffiicr 

· " yourfelf, becaufe that will do you 

" hann ; we would not have offended 

," you, but that we had forgot your 

" con1mands." 
\Vithout concealing or difguifing 

any thing, "\"Villian1 now told what 

they had done. 
The good mother was fo touched 

by the fincerity of her dear children, 

that (he fhed tears. She forgave their 

fault with willingnefs; convinced that 

they were already f ufficiently puniCT1ed 

by the u~1happinefs which they had fuf

fcred ; an<l vVill1am and Sufan were, 

ever afterward, very obedient chil-

dren. 

THE 
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THE FISH-PO~D. 

e, AH, \V 1 LL I A:'VI, if you had but 

" feen what I have feen ! 0, how 

" you would ha Ye been ple:if cd to fee 

" the fiil1-pond full of large and little 

" fiil1, which can:e to eat the pieces 

" of bread that were thrown in ! '' It 
was talking thus, and ikipping all 

the time, that little Elizabeth can1e 

to her brother one day, to tell hi111 

how n1ucb fhe had Leen an1ufcd. 

She h:.1.d been vvalking ,.vith her 

ma1nma, a;1d had feen the fifh-pond 

i!l 1\1i r. I--I~m'. ay's garden. There 

tvas in this pond a great number 

of fine and large carp, which rofe 

to tlic iurface of the water as foon as 

bre~.<.{ was thrown. vVith her imagi.; 

M nation 
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n:ition ft ill full of this f peu:ade, 

Eiizabeth gave her brother a defcrip

tion, which f o greatly excited his 

curiofity, that he refolved to go to 

the pond immediately, and throw 

bread to the carp. As he had at

tended to his leffons very clofcly all 

the rnorning, he cafily obtair:ed per

miffion of his papa to go. vVithout 

delay, therefore, he bought rolls a11d 

bifcuits, and fet off for the pond. 

As he went o:-i his way, thinking 

of nothing bur the delightful fight he 

was to fee, he heard the voice of a 

poor \,:oman, vvho, feated by the fide 

of a ditch, begged the charity of paf

iengers: " Have pity, my dear little 

" gentleman," cried !he, " upon a. 

" poor woman and a poor child." 

She held in her hand a little child, 
who 

• 

f:. 
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THE FISH-POND, 123 

who was crying, and whofc countc-· 

n1nce, like ti1at of his 111other, 

was disfigured by hunger and fick

nefs. 
A mind of f~nfibility feels an irre

:iilhble de fire to f uccour the d i{heifrd; 

but \Villiam, though he had a good 

heart, and even a tender one, was too 

much carried away by the idea of the 

pleafure he \\-as going to enjoy, to 

be able to ftop :1 fi ogle inftant. The 

woman often repeated to him, pref~

ing her infant to her bofom : " Alas, 

'' ·fir, I nn1 re3.dy to die with hunger;,, 

but 'llilliam, afte~ h.iving ghnced his 
eye upon her, paired by, 'and, doub

ling his pace, purCued his \Vay, fear

ing to be too late. 

. Frcfcntly, he faw the paling by 

which the fifh-=1 ond \Yas furrounded ; 

~l 2. he: 
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he reached it at length; but, to his 

great regret, found fo many people 

there that there was no roorn for him. 

He was obliged to wait till the crowd 

\Vas fomewhat diminifhed; and as each 

was as curious as himfelf, he ftaid a 

confiderab1e time before he was able 

to fee the fifh. This put his patience 

to gr.:1..: proof. At length, the crowd 

beginning to grow thin, \Villiam flew 

to the pond; but he was 1nuch dif

concerted when he faw the whole 

f urface covered with bread and bii: 

-cuit. He took out one of his 

bifcuits, however, and threw it into 

the water; but he did not fee a fingle 

hungry carp, f uch as thofe which, iu 

difputing for the m~riel, had arn.ufrd 

Elizabeth. 

He tried a fecond piece; but it did 

not 

£J' 

n, 
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not fucceed better tha.: :he fid1. Dif

appointed in his defi:?;:-., he returned 

toward hon1e with vexation in his 

heart. 
On his way, he recollected the poor 

\VOn:.an, and faid to him(elf; " Vvhr 
" did I not giye to Lh;.i.t unfortunate 

" mother all the bread which I was 

" a-oino- to lof c and {brovv on the 
b o . 

" ·--vater ?''-lt is thus that cycn the 

n1o{t fenfiL1lc hearts fo1netimcs l0fo 

rhe opportunity of doing a good ac

tion, bccanCe they run after pleltnrc 

w~1..b. too n1uch av~dity. 

M3 
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ADRIAN AND CHARLES. 

AnRIAN was fcarcely feven years 
of age; but he \Vas as fcnfible as 

much older boys. Good natured, 

well-behaved, and obliging with his 

play-fellows, you ne\·er heard him 

mocking them, nor ufing any offen
fi ve word. T!1e goodnefs of his he:i.rt., 
and the docility of his charncrcr, won 

the aclmiratiop of every body; and if 
he purf ued his leifon alone, he was as 

attentive as if his mafter had been 
prcfcnt. 

\Yhcn lie was in comp,lny, L;; never 

offended others by petulance; and if 
he aikecl queftions, it was not that 
he was fonJ of talking, but that he 
w.iihed to be inftructed. 

All 

c.. 
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All his companions loved his fo
ciety, becaufe it \Yas pleafant and 
amiable: indeed, with him, play 
never turned into quarrelling, nor 

gaiety into rudenefs. 

His parents were ahvays compli

mented upon the good behaviour of 

their fon ; and, as itdrian increafed 
their fatisfaB:ion t\'(:'.ry day, he V.'as 
not without eve-;y innocent plea.fure 

which could be r,rcCllred for hiv1. 
There ·was ancther little boy'..l n~med 

Charles, who lived in the neighbour-
hood. Charles was the reverlc of 

Adrian. He was fond of notliing 

but beating thofe 

{hong as him felf, 

them inceffantly. 

... vho were not io 
and torn1ent111g 

Nor \Yere thefe his only bad qua
lities. He did not pay regard to 

truth, 
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truth. One day his father had pu

nifhed him fcverely for having uttered 

a very fcrious falfehood. After this, 

he faid : " Charlc-s, you are the more 

"culpable for bcha\·ing in this !11ame

" ful n1anner, bccaufe you have fo 

" good an example in Adrian your 

"neighbour." 

Enraged ~t feeing hi1nfdf placed 

below a younger and le[s boy t ban 

himfc1f, Charles refoh·ed to beat 

him the next time they met. This 

ha1.,pening the next evening, he ran 

and caught hi1n by the hair ; but 

little Adri:.1.11'3 companions took his 

part vigoroufl y ; and Charles was ob-

1 igcd to retire, after rcceiv1ng fe-.·eral 

blO\.\'S. 

Tl . 11 1◄ 1.. l: 
11s was not a... ue oys \Yent 

i mn1ediately to Charles?s parents, and 

re-
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related the wicked behaviour of their 

fon; and he ~youl<l have been punifh

ed rigoroufly if the go0'C1-natured 

Adrian had not interceded for his par
don. 

This inftance of Adrian's goodnefs, 

n1ade a fhong impreffion upon the 

heart of his enemy. He could not 

refrain from confeffing that Adrian 

was a much better boy than himfelf. 
Charles began, from this n1oment~ 

to love him; and, admiring his good 

qualities n1ore and more, he reiolved 

to take hiru for his n1odel. A aene-o 
rous emubtion foon united thern in 
the mofl tender friendf11ip. Tbey 
bcc.-1,,me infeparable; they difputcJ 

oniy the zeal with which tliey per
formed their duties ; and, at the end 

cf 
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of a year, no one \Yould have 

known that Charles had ever been 

faulty. 

THE 

A 

.. 



THE GARDENER AND THE NIGHT

INGALE; OR, THE'I::-:JUSTICE OF 

EXCESSIVE PUNISHMENT. 

A GENTLEMAN one day found his 

fon beating his dog in a furious man

ner. Angry as he was at this beha- . 

viour, he coolly defirec.l the boy to 

forbear, and to inforn1 hin1 for what 

crin1e the dog w~s thus beaten? It 

appeared that the dog had com1nittetl 

a trefspafs upon the young gentle

n1an's garden ; had left certain marks 

of his crime, in the prints of his toeo;; 

upon theearth, whichhadjuftbcencare

;ully raked, anJ put into the higheft 

order; and had, n1oreover, trodden 

Jown two or three lettuces, each of 

which had attained the height, of an 
inch 
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inch and an half, and which were 

intended for the early food of a. 
collection of fiik-worms. The dog,,. 
you readily fee, bad committed a fad 
crime ; yet, frill, the gentleman of 
\-\1lwin we fpe::i.k regarded the pe
nil11n1ent as n1orc than equal to the 
offence. 

<' \Ve rnuH:. ~hvays bear in mind," 
faid he, H that, \vhile vve ~re pretend
'' ing to adminifier jufiice, we are 
" liable. by extreme foverity, to be
" come ourfclves oftenders, and com
~, n1it ir.Jufiice. It is not becaufe a 
" creature cffends us, whether the 
" individu~l be one of our mvn fpe
" cies or of another, that we h.1ve 
" therefore a right to do it all the 

" rnifchief we can. Becaufe tbe dog 
" walked over your garden, which 

" was 

f(. 
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" was a very innocent fauit, yr::,u have 

"hurt hi1n as much as your ftrength 

" would permit. Can this be right? 

" You 1nuft remember that nothing 

" can be rigbt which you would not 

" t~1ink jufl toward yourfelf, as well 

" a<; toward others. It happened, a 

" very few days ago, that you did more 

" harn1 than your dog has done, by 
" running o"l;er a bed, and climbing a 

" fence youdelf. vV ould you then 

" have thought it ju8:ifiable in any 

" one to have beat, or otberwife cor

" recred you with all his frrengtb, and 

" to the utn1ofl: of his power? Ti ufl 

" me, you would in that caic ha.ve 

" fared but b~dly. I \,\·ill fay no 

" more, ho·.vevcr, upon this f ubjecl:, 

" but relate a little caftern fable, 

N " which 
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" which will, I believe, make fome 

" imprdiion upon your mind. 

" There was a certain \'Outh in 
,J 

'' Perfia who poffeffed a beautiful 

'' garden. You have heard that, of all 

" flo·wers, the Afiatics moft admire 

" the rofe. Tbis beautiful flower is 

" the perpetual f ubject of their admi

" ration, and the theme of their 

" poetry. A1nong birds, the night

,, ingale is their favourite ; and the 

" nightingale is exceedingly fond of 

" the rofe. Now, it fo happens, that 

" the nightingale (hows its fond

" neis for the roCe in much the fame 

" rnn.nner that little boys and gills 

" are apt to do-that is, by picking 

" it in pieces, rubbing its head 

" among the leaves, and fl:rewing 

" them upon the ground. 
'' 1\s 
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THE NIGHTINGALE. 135 -
" As the nightingale behaves on 

" this occafion juft as you do yourfelf, 

" I conclude that you will not think 

" li i m guilty of a very great crime. 

" The Perfian youth, however, thought 

" otherwife. In the delightful g:uden 

" which I have n1entioned, a garden 

" that contained the 1noft delicious 

'' f11rubs and flowers, and refounded 

" with the fongs of nightingales, 

" there grew one rofe--tree of un

" common loftinefa and beauty. 

" Every morning, on the top of the 

" rofe-bufh, the rofes bloifo1ned. 

" The youth grew exceedingly fond 

" of the rofes, and envied the night• 

" inga1es who rubbed their heads on 

" the leaves of the rofes, and tore 

" af under with their i11arp bills the 

N 2 "gold 
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" gold that is in the middle of the 

" .flower. 
" One day, when he went as ufuai 

" to behold his rofes, he faw a plain

" tive nightingale tearing, the beauti

,, ful flowers, and their leaves feat

,, tered upon the ground. He was 

" enraged at the nightingale. The 

" 11ext day he faw the nightingale 

" ftill tearing his rofes. He grew 

" n1orc a;-1gry than before. The 

" third day the rofes were plundered, 

" and the thorns only remained. 

" Then refentn1ent broke out jn the 

" b·rcafl: of the youth agc.inft the 

'' nighti!1gale. I-Ie [et a Cnar,.,, and 

" haying baited it deceitfully, he 

H caught the nightingale, and con-

" fined hi1n in a cage. 
"The 
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" The ditl1eartenec:l nightingale,,, 

fays the fable, " opened his n1outh 

" like a parrot, and faid: 

" Oh, fir, for what caufe haft tho1u 

" im~rifoned n1e? and for what rea

" fon haft thou refoh-ed to diftrds 

" me ? If thou formeft the deGre of 

,, hearing my fongs, my neft is in thy 

" garden, where, in the morning, thy 

" bower il1all be the houfe of my 

" mufic; but if thou hail any other 

" defign, infonn me of what is pafs

" ing in thy mind." 

The youth faid : " Doft thou 

" not know how often thou haft 

" diftrciled me with the loCs of 

" 1ny favourite rofc? It is right 

" tbat thy evil deeds fi1oul~ be re- -

" quited; and that thou, being fepa-

N 3 " rated 
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" rat~d fron1 thy friends and fa

" mily, and feclu.Jcd frm-n · all JOY 

"and divcrGon, fhould mourn in the 

" corner of a prifon, while I lament 

" my feparation fr:om my darling 

" flowers." 

The nightin•gale replied: " Forng0 

" this refolution, and confider that if 

" I am imprifoned for fuch an offcnc0-

" as teari :1g a rofe, what will be thy 

" puni(hrncnt if thou teareft a he:,ut 

" arunder ?'' 
This fpeech convinced the youth 

of his error, and he fet the night

ingale at liberty. 

"You foe then, my fon," faid the 

fatl1er) when he had finil11ed the re

cital of his fable, " that we are per

., petually in clanger of i_nfliB:ing a 

"greater 

II 

il 
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" greater punifhment than the offcn

" clc: ckferyes, and of becoming our

" fdvcs in fault." 
, 

FRUGALITY 
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FRUGALITY AND CHARITY. 

A vroLENT ftonn had done con

ficlerable damage in a village. The 

lightni11g bad fl:ruck the cottage of 

a poor widow, and reduced it to 

afbes. Mother of two children, 

deprived of all fopport, this unhappy 

\\·Oman, who had hitherto lived in 

decency and comfort, faw hcrfelf ob

liged to implore public charity. She 

began her journey with her two chil

dren. They arrived early one morning 

at the farm of a countryman in good 

circumflanccs, whofc name was \Vil

liarns. They found hin1 at tbc door 

of his nahlcs, \\here Le was fcolding 

hi·s Cervant for having left fomc o1d 

ropes expofed all the night to the 

" 

.. " 

h • 
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-
rain, inftead of putting them under 

coyer: " Ah, n1other, we (hdl gain 

" nothing here," faid the chil

dren in a whif per; " this man is too 

" niggardly; do you hear how he 
H fcolds about a trifle ?" 

" Hold your tongues, my chil

dren,'' replied the good widow; "this 

, " farmer is frugal ; but perhaps he is 

" not the lefs charitable.'' 
She was not deceived. This 1nan, 

who appeared fo padimonious, foeing 

her and her children, approached, and 

afk.ccl the1n kindly whether he could 

do then1 any good ? 
They rchted the misfortune \Yhich 

lnd bcf~11cn thcrn, and artle!s1y dc

frribed their w~ .. nts. I-le w~s moYed : 

" Co!11c with n1e, rny children,,, fa.id 

he, " we will brcakfafl together~ and 

" I will 
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""'====::::::::::============-
" I will afterward endeayour to do 

" fomcthing for you;" and, in reality, 

;ifter breakfa{l, he took them into 

his l•.oCcr, and gave them a, confider~ 

able fum, and promifod to fond tLcm 

befide, not only grain to fc)\,v a field 

which belonged to them, but alto 

wood and materials to rebuild their 

houfe. 
1 t would be difficult to exprefs the 

gratitude of the poor ·wiciow; but 

frill more fo the [ urprizc of her two 

children, when they beheld the ge

nerouty of the good countryman. 

They flared ; they looked at each 

other; they !cemed almofc to doubt 

what they faw. 
On returning home, their mother 

did not fail to fbow them how much 

they· had been in th~ wrong in taking 
the 

u"' 
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the farmer for a n1iler : " It is true," 

faid (he, " that he looks ~lofely into 

" his affairs; but it is doubtlefsly by 

" watching oyer C\'ery thing which 

" can produce a little profit, and 

~' taking care of whatever may occa

" fion lofs, however tri-vial, that he 

" l1as become enabled to affift the un

" fortunate." 

" Affure yourfelves, n1y children, 

" that, but or his frugality, we D1ould 

" not have left hi1n thus laden with 

'' bcnefi ts." 

CON• 
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CONFESSION OF FAULTS. 

LrTTLE BENJAMrNhad often hearll 

his father fay that he ought never to 

deny the faults he had c0111mitted; 

and that he fhould always f peak the 

truth. Benjamin, like a good child, 

faithfully followed this leifon. vVhen 

he came home, and his father faid, 

,c My child, ,.vbere have you been to

" day? ,vhat have you done ?" Ben

jamin mentioned all the places he had 

been in, all the perfon~ he had feen, 

and all the amufements in which he 

had been engaged. 

By accident, he one day broke 

a beautiful porcelain vafe. As he was 

alone when this happened, he could 

e:::.!ily ha v~ conceakd his !hare in the 
. 

nus-
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misfortune. The f uf picion would 

probably _have fallen on one of the 

dom~ftics, rathe_r than on him; but 

Benjamin \Vas incapable of the leafl: 

deception; he would, bcfide, have 

been very forry to have brought any 

one of the poor fervants into difgrn.ce 

for an accident in which he only was 

concerned. He chafe, therefore, to 

go and find his father, to whom, in 

tears, he faid, " Papa, a great 111is

" fortune has happened to 1ne : I 

" have broken your porcelain vafc." 

His father was n1uch vexed, bc

cau{e. the vafc had been given him by 

one of his beil friends. N evcrthelefs, 

as Benjan1in, by willingly acknow-

1.edging his fault h1d given a new 

proof of his regard to truth, his father 

did cot [cold him rnuch, but 111ade 

0 
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bi111 pay. a little fcrfeit ·to warn him of 
being 'Care1efs for the future, and 
recom111ended to hin1 to continue to 

fpeak the truth and be fincere. 

Benjamin faithfully follo\ved this 
advice. He fpoke truth at fchool as 

well as dfewhere. Jt fornetimes hap
pened that he was not fo diligent and 
ftudious as he might have been; but 

he never tried by tricks and falfehoods 

to excufe his faults. If he had .not 

done all his duty; or if he did not 
.know his leifons perfealy, and his 

·1naCT:er afk.ed the reafon, he replied 
'ingenuoufl y : " Forgive 1ne this neg

" ligence, fir, I haxe been e-:tremely 
" idle to-day;" or, perhaps, he ac-

·knowledged that he had taken fo 

1nuch pleafore at play, that he bad 

entirely forgot he . had fiill fome-
t ], : I' [J' 
,i .. 1b 

: l 

i, li 

1· 
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thiug to learn. This ingenuity made 

his mailer love him better tban any of 

bis other fchohixs, who always brought 

falle rcafons to exculpate thernfelves 

when they had . done any thing 

wrong. 

· There happened, ho\vever, at length, 

an affair at fchool which had nearly 

depri\red poor Benja111in of all his re.: 

putation for finceriry. One of his 

fchool-fdlows, a yery bad boy no 

do'ubt, had :flolcn two little ib1n1ps 

which were intended as rewards for 

thofe fcholars who did their duty 

bcft. 
The m:iftcr, to difcoycr who had 

taken the £lamps, ordered all the 

fcholars to bring their fatchcls to be 

examined. Immediately, thl; robber, 

fcarf ul 0£ being difcovered and 

o 2. chafli{ed, 



148 CO~FESSION OF FAULTS. 

chaftifed, very wickedly put the 
ftamps into Benjamin's fatchel. 

Several fcholars had already brought 
their fatchels, and no ftamps were to 
be found. Benjamin brought his ; 
but, in prefenting it, behold the 
ftamps fell to the ground! The poor 
boy was aftoniilied. N everthelefs, he 
was not confufed, but picking then1 

, up, he ga-re then1 to his mafter. 
•" Is it you, Benjamin, who have 

" robbed n1e of 111y £lamps ?" faid he. 
'' No, fir," replied he, " I know not, 
'' in truth, who c3;n have put the1n 
" into n1y fatchel." 

T'he maiter wou~d ~ot, certainly~ 
under f uch circumH:ances, have be
lieved any o~her boy; but he belie-ved 
Benjamin on his word: " No, my 
" boy,'' fai~ he, '' you h,:n·e no~ 

"flolen . ~ 

II 

,, 

tr 

t. 

'. 



CONFESSION OF FAULTS. 149 

" ftolcn n1y ftamps; you would have 

" ack.no\vledge<l the truth I an1 f ure. 

" Some bad boy muft have put theni. 

" into your fatchel.'' 

Then, turning to the fcholars, he 
r ·a 1a1 : 

" "\Vhich among yon has been f o 

" wi-cke<l as to fteal the ftamps, and 

" put the1n into Benja1nin's fatchel ?" 
They all declared, themfelves innow 

cent; but be that ·was guilty foon be

trayed him[elf. He coloured, and, 
preffed by the rn.afler, h~ ackno\vledg. 

ed all, and was fevcr:.::ly, puni(hed. 
Benjamin, on the contrary, fa,,v his 

innocence triumph; ar:cl ·when he 

rdurned home, he e::~cbirned to hi5 
pap8. : 

"' \Vhat thanks I o•,ve you, my dear 

" papa! if you had not taught r11e 

0 3 "to 
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" to fp~ak the truth, l fhould ha,;e 

H been defpifed ·and punifhed fo~ a 

'' fault which I did not commit. 

THE 

' ·' 
L 

c

c 



THE REr'ORMATION. 

1vIRs. BAILEY was obliged to vifit 

London for fome weeks. On her re

turn, and after {he had pa!fed fome 

days with her four daughters, Fanny, 

Charlotte, Sophia, and An1elia, fl1e 

percei\·ed that their behaviour was 

greatly altered. 

There was n~ longer that attention 

to each other for which they had been 

hitherto remarkable. There was no 

longe~ tl~at air of politenefs which 

difringuifhes well-bred perfons. One 

afked to have fo1nething done ; the 

other refufed with haughtineis and 

difdain. Sometimes they can1e to 

difobliging, and even opprobr~ous; 

language. EYery n1on1ent they quar .. 

rcled with each other .. 
\,Vhen 
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\Vhcn the eldeft wiCT1ecl to walk in 
the garden, the youngeft _would ob
i1inately ftay in her· chamber, anl! · 
the two others fit at the windmN. It 
wc1.s tht1s th::i.t they contradicted each 
other, jnceffantly, and their' difunion 
increafed every' day. • , , 

Ivirs. Bailey Y\1as , \Vouncled to the 
heart by feeing her children thus unci
vil" to each other, difputing continuale 
ly, and fometimes evenJnaking faces; 
and i11e cndec.1,voured· to correct their 
errors. . : .. 

At .firft, ho\vever, fl1e pretended 
not to fee or hear any thi.ng that was 
going forward, and waited for a fa
vourable opportunity to ii~e~k. 1 his 
opportunity foon arrived. . : 

One day, when- theie young~ ladies
had L.ld an altercation ilill H1orc vio

fent 

I 
" 

\\ 

r 
,. 

fl 
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lent than ufual, they· went to feek 

their man1ma. Difcontent and rage 

were painted on their countenances. 

Each complained; each accufed the 

other of having been the caufe of the 

difpute ; and each, as may be guefs

ed, relat-ed the ftory to her own ad

vantage. 

Mrs. Bailey heard them all with 

patience. Vlhen they had done 

fpeaking, £he faid : " I know not 

~' which of you is in the right; I 

" a1n even yery defirous of believing 
\ 

" that neither is in the wrong; 

" but, in, order that ) ou may be ho 

" longer troublefon1e to each other 

" in your play, and that you nuy be 

~' unable to quarrel, I muCT: ha\·e you 

" adopt a plan which has come into 

" n1y head, and which I think excel

~' lent. There are four of you. I 
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" 111c;1n that each fhall have a corner 

" of the room to herCelf, where ihc 

" 111ay pby, and atnufc hcrfelf ac

" cording to her own ·fancy, and 

" where none of the others £ball go. 

" As I would not give either of you 

" the leaft pretext for con1plaint, 

" you fhall draw lots for the corners, 

" ·and I will put you in po:ffeffion 

" . ' . l Tl . . 11 I 11nmea12..te y. 11s 1s not 2.., ; 

" ~will gi re y6u ·the whole afternoon 

" to efcablifh ~'ourfelves. to amufc 
.J , 

" yourfclvec:, and to , f~e,, , in ihort, 

" whether you fhall be the more 

" hapi1y for this! new ~rrangement." 

The young ladies were well fatis

fied with ~he expedient which th~ir 

n~amma had propofcd. J\ little cornc: 

in the roon1 fecmccl to them a li ttlc 

fortnuc · each \vent to · t:l1at which fell , 
.., tn 

I' I 

• I . 
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to their lot, · and began to play by 
.hcr[elf .. 

Fanny told 3. ftory to her doll; but 
when fhe bad finifhed, the doll made 
no anfwer, and vvas unable to tell a 
fiory in return. 

Charlotte wifhed to play at !huttle
cock; but fcarcely had played 3. few 
n1inutes, when, having no . o;-ie to 
play with her, {he grew, weary of the 
a1nuiemcnt. 

Sophy wiil1cd to play at her fa
Yotui te game of qudlions? but whon1 
had il1e to queftion? anJ who \Vas to 
reply? 

Emily fct about 111al<ing a doll
foaH:; but, when fhe had completed 
her proyifion, fhc perceived that there 
was only- her own doll to be pre fen t : 
thole of fifl:~rs were exclud,,.;d. 

In 
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Jn il1ort, of all the g~mcs, not one 

fuccceded. They went, therefore, 

once more to their mother, and 

begged, with tears in their eyes, that 

01c · . .vould {how then1 fome way of 

being happy. 
" I know but one, my children," 

faid 01e ; " You ufed to know it ; 

~, but you have certainly forgot your• 

" fclycs. If you will promiie to 

" make ufe of it, 1 will call it to 

" your rem.embrance." 

" \~{ e promifc," cried they, in1-

patient to hear what their mamma 

\\·ould fay. 
" It is to be kin<l among your-

" fch-cs," replied ::VIrs. Bailey : " it 

" is to entertain fricnd01ip and in

" dulgcnce reciprocally for each 

" other. 

l • 

,' 
I 
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" Ab, n1y children," addeLl {he, 

" you haYe only been unhappy, and 

'' l too, fincc ") ou ccafccl to love and 

" befriend one another." 

As foo11 :1.s (he had pronounced 

tlicfc words, her da.ughtcrs, a(ha1ned 

and confufcd, acknowledged their 

rnamrna to be in the right. 'They 

felt their affc.dion return, e1nbraced 

e:lch other, and prmT1iicd to love a~ 

iorrnerly. 
Tbey k~pt their word; and now 

they arc no longer ill-natured b.r qu2.r-

1 ·• :re.to~nc. 

p 
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HE~RY BuR ... .. ET \Yas an inc.loL~J1t 

boy; who, fron1 morning to en:niog., 

thought of. nothing but play. One 

day, his father called on him, an.cl 

faid : " rv::: V fon, I fee that vou wif1 
J 

,; 

" never clo any thing while you 1cc-

" n1~tin in my houic, and that jf you 

" arc here 1nud1 longer you will be 

" an idler as long as you li\-e. FGr 

" thic:. reafon, I kl.Ye mack a nc\Y ar

" r8.ngcment, and you !111.ll go to

" n-1orro1.,' to board at a con Gclerab1e 

" difL1:1cc. \Ve f11~l'.l fee how you 

" hth:in; youdelf there-. If you COD.

" tinuc to h~\'e ~c, little application 

" ac, before, I fb:.'..11 frnd you ftill 

,f 
" fart her ; 

" 
t 

r 
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' 
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~ fa.rthc1; for, pofitively, I will not 

(.:lo, h~~\<..: you :1.n idler.'' 

'' Ah, papa,'' replied Henry, " I 

'" will be c 1xdds no longer, I a:!fure 

'' you : kecr) me at home a little 
• l 

c, while longer, and you 1l1all ice." 

" You have always prornire<l me to 

''" rcfonn, and you have never had 

,c: refolution to do io. fee that you 

c~ h~te your indolence only when it is 

cc: to be puni (heel. I:--1old yourfclf 

"" ready, therefore, to go to-rnor- · 

"' row.'' 
Poor Henry cried a great c1ea1 ; bn t 

he was obliged to go. Arri\·cd at the 

fuoa.r<ling fchool, he performed his 

duty for fon1e time with attention; 

t.rnt he foon fell into his old in~cti- · 

·ity and 

l1ours of 

inc.1o1encc. I)u:ing the 

inihucrion, his thoug_hb ....... 

r z 
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were wandering ... about, and he heard 
little of what his maG:crs faid. In

ftead of ftuclying his tafk, and doing 

his duty, he paffed his time in doing 
nothing. Very foon, his companion'1, 

even tlie youngeft, \Vent n1uch be

yond him. One or otbcr of his 
n1:1ftcr~ often faid to him: " My dear 
" boy, how m:iny midortuncs are 

" you not preparing for yourfdf? 
" \Vh:1t will that good and rdl)ccla.

" blc n1an, your father, fay, when 
~, he fees you leave us as ignorant as 

" vou came, and with the fame 
,J 

" faults tb21.t you had bcfor~? I-Iow 
" this will grie\·e him! IJow he wili 
" regret h:wing ient you here ! \ \rho 

" knows to what extremities he m:iv 
. -

" prOCCCLi !" But . thdc obicrv ll ions 

n~~1<.!c no i_mpreffion upon I-:lcnr '. 
I-I; 

( 

(t 

,, 

h ,, 
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l-Ic continued idle, and without appli-• 

cation. 
Oi1c day, ac:. he \Y8.S doing notbing, 

he received a letter with a bbck fcal: 

he orcncd it, and read as follows: 

" :rvI y dc .. 1-r boy, 

" Your father is no 1norc. Gou 

" took him ydlerday to a better life. 

" I b .. v;e loft in him rny beft friend. 

" I haYe now only you who can af

" fuage my grief. I fend yoL~ tl e 

" b:D:. words of your c:ying father : 

" :tvI3,y our f<m," fait.l he, preffing 

" my hand for the b[l Lime , " m~i..y 

" our ion return to you thoroughl / 

" corrected ur· hi~.i indolence anc..1 iloth, 

" and pbcc all his h1ppiDels through 

" life in ::tttending to yours:" 

" I..,.'-::-~d O\'Cf ~gain, my fon, there 

" laH: \Vords of your fat:1cr ; I a n1 

p ,, 
.) 



I 6 2 IND O L E :N' C E REC L _'\. I :VIED. 

" fure that they will make the pro

" per imprcffion upon your heart; 

'' and that they ,vill anim:ite you to 

" follow the counfels formerly gi ren 

" you by the beft of fathers. I may 

" yet be happy? if you arc wife, :ind 

" if you ha ye profited by the good 

" education which we h~n-e always 

" endeaxoured to giye you. Ah, if 

" you han~ not profited, if you 

" fhould return ignorant, and ,-vith

H out a love of application, I i11all 

" be overcome with grief! I fore

" warn you tha~ ! cannot keep you 

H n1uch longer at fchool; my fortune 

" will not permit me. \ V c h:i-vc 

" both loft all our fu1-rnort. ::\Tav 
L J 

" God blefs you ! I am your af

,, fecrionatc n1othcr, who alw:1Y~ 

~, tenderly loves you." 

H 
l. 

1, ' 
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,vhat ~ thqnderbolt to Henry ~ 

He {hcd a torrent of te:irs ; he wrung 

hi? hands, and wi{hed to read over . 

l1is mother's letter a hundred times; 

but when he came to the laft \.\'Oreb 

of his father, he was always obliged 

to ftop. 
Night came. He could not clofe 

his eyes; he thought of his father, 

2nd of the reproaches \vhich ' his indo

lence defervcd frorn hin1. 
He thought aftenvard of his 1110-

ther~ an<l of the forrow i11e would 

experience when he returned to her: 

' -\Vhen," faicl he to hirnfc1f, " !he 
4 ' fees my bad writing; wh~n fl1c 

'' gives 111~ a fu n1 to cail up which 

H I cannot reckon; \vhen f11e cxa

" mines me in my geography which 

'' 1 have not learned; when, in il1ort, 
" , ihe 
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" il1e fees that tny books are ftill 

" new and unopened, in \\ hat grief 

" will [he not be plunged ! 0 that I 

" n1ay be able to reco-rer the tin1c 

" that I baYe loft!,, 

" I am :-i.1ready eight years old, and 

" I am not n1orc ach-anced than if I 

" was only four."-Thus, toiling in 

his bed, he p3.1frd the night with out 

being able to fleep a fing1e moment. 

As foon as it was light, he arofo, 

went to his rnafl:er, embr:iccd his 

knees, and faicl, \Yith tears in his 

eyes : " Ah, fir, I ha.Ye been idle 

" hitherto; I h~n-e learned nothing. 

" l feel now the bad conicqucnccs of 

" my negligence, and of my want of 

" application. I repent fincerely 

" of my faults; I wii11 for notl)ing 

" 10 much JS to repair them. T eli me, 

" pray, 

p 

., 

h 

,, 
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" pray, how I 111::i.y do fo. l will 

" fi.1bn1it to every thing." 
T'hc maflert touched by the ,Yords, 

and the affiiclion of poor little 

Henry, faid : " l\if y dear, the tin1e 

" which you have n1ifcmployed is ir
" revoc:16Jy loft to you. ~1Iay you 
" make a better ufe of what is yet 
" your own, in ord~r that, fome 

" years hence, you 1nay not have 

" new caufe of repentance. 'Begin 

" this very day to amend. P2.y '1.t

" tention to whatever is faid to you. 
" Apply yourfelf heartily to learn 

" yot1r leifons. Do not :flecp over 
" your duty; and as you have hi

" thcrto lo{l a great deal of tirn~, 

" employ, for the f8ture, a part of 

~' your holid2.ys, und times, of 11by, in. 
" th~ uudy of what you ha,·e neg~ 

" k b.ed 
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'' iccl:ed to learn. Yon may thus 

" become reconciled to yourfelf, and 

" repair the great lofs of time which 

" you lament." 

Litt1e I-Icnry thanked the good 

1nafter for this advice, and began 

fron1 that day to follow it. K crer 

did he permit himfelf to [i How 

amufcm':nt till he 
0

had done his duty, 

and apr .Jicc.1 hirnfelf with 3.rdour :ind 

\Yith pkafore. If any fits of idlenels 

overtook him, he irnmcJ1:1tely.opcncd 

his mother's letter; and in reading 

1110ft cfpecially the lafl: words of his 

father, be fdt his courage revive, and 

his good rciDlution ftrcngthen. It 

\vas by this conducr, maintained for a 

confidcrablc length of time, that he 

acquired the habit of ~pplication anu 

bbour ~ and \\'hen he returned to bis 
n10-



1 
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111olhcr, he w;:i,s her joy and her con

{olation, anJ became at length her 

fupport. 

r:iIE 
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T !-i -E STORY O F ~L-\ RY -AN N. 

IT \Vere to be wiCT1cd that our 

rea<lcrs ha~ k.no\vn the little l\1ary

Ann. She w2s only the daughter of 

a poor labourer; but fhc was not the 

leis efUmable. :\\1rs. Stamford W:l'i 

very fond of her, and made her often 

come to her houfc to pby \\'ith her 

daughter En1ily, who ,vris of the fan1e. 

age :is Mary-Ann. In a 01ort time, 

Emily w:i.s never happy without her 

little companion, whon1 fhe lon~cl 

\virh all her heart. 

1\1ary-Ann, on Iler fie.le, fully frn-

fible of the fricnd:l1ip of Emily, neg

lcct:c<l no op1,ortunity of D1m', ing her 

gratitude. ::'.'~otLing l.,ut ~ violent 

fjin, or a bca\·v fall uf fnow, pre• 
,;c:ntccl. 
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vented 1\!Iary-Ann fron1 going to 

play with E1nily. A little illncis 

l:aYing kept her 21.\\'ay for a few days, 

lhc ·went one n1orning, and waited 

a long while at the botton1 of the 

ilaircafe, till a fervant appeared to in

troduce her as ufua\ into the parlour. 

l\1ary-Ann had begun to be uneafy 

at the folitude and filencc which 

'reigned in the houfe when il1e faw 

the chan1ber-n1aid, who appeared in 

confiLkrablc agitation. 

" Be fo good, n1adan1,'' faid l\!Iary -

1\nn, " as to tell 111c where i\'Iifa 

" Emily is ?'' 
"1\1.iCs En1ily l" replied the chan1-

bcr-maid : " if you had wifhec.l to 

·· phy with her, you {hould have 

·' c01ne three days ago, for i11e is not 

~, t o be focn to-day." 
Q To 
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To thefe words, which conveyed a 
fort of rcpro:1.ch, lviary-Ann replied : 
" I could not come, nucfa.111, I affure 
" you; for I have been ill." 

" You have been ill ?" faid the 
" chamber-maid: " l\1Iifa Emily alfo 
" has been ill thefe two davs. She 

J 

" keeps her bed ; and I am afraid 
" that fnc will not Jea,·e it : fl1e has a 
" ,·ery bad fi11all-pox." 

"Ah !" cried lVlary-Ann, " l\iiits 
" Emily is \·ery ill ! l\1i1s Emily will 
" die ! " Immediately fhe r:in up the 
Haircafe, and meeting lVIrs. Stamford, 
" .i\Iadam," fa.id fhe, "permit me to 
" go to lVIifs Emily : I wiOJ to fee 
" J1cr and fpeak to her. I beg, ma
" dam, tb:tt you will not refufe me 
" this fiffcur." 

rv'lrs. Stamford took pains to dif
fuJdc 

I• 

", 

,, 
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fuaclc her fron1 going to her daughter, 

but 1\1.ary-Ann flew to the chamber 

of Emilv, who was alone." 
., 

" Ah, Mi[s Emily," faid fiie, ap-

proaching her bed, and taking her 

hand, " in ,.vhat a condition I find 

" you! Let me be with you-I will 

" not leave you night or day-I will 

" nurfe you~I will wait upon you." 

She was going to fay n1ore, when 

Emily prdfed her hand, and gave 

her to underfb.nd that her attention 

would be very agreeable. l\llean

while, :rviary-Ann, after having gone 

thus far, recollected that fi1e could 

perforn1 no part of her promife unlcfs 

her parents firfl ga:,;;e her permiilion. 

She in1n1ediatcly went to ~ik then1; 

and, having obtainc:c.l lease, fi1c re

turned to Emi1v. 
~ 

Q2 She 
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She · was an excellent nurfe; night 

and day, fhe was cloie to the fick

bcd. \Vhen Emily feemed uncai)~, 

and when fhe complained, Mary~Ann 
aiked her what fhe would have, and 

whether ihe wifhed for any thing; 

gave her broth and medicine, and 

did, in a word, every thing in her 

po\.ver to comfort her. It fometimcs 

happened, that a noifc was n1acle in 

Emily's chamber; that fomebody 

fpoke too loudly, or trod too noifily. 

Mary-Ann was feriouily angry with 

thofe who had fo little regard for the 

fick child. Vlhcn Emily \vas ahnofl: 

out of patience with thisnoifc, Mary~ 

Ann comforted her: " Take cou
, , rage," faid fhe : " !hall I fing you 

" a •little fong ?" 

h 

L 
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E111ily no fooner fignified, in the 

i1ightefl n1anner, that fhe fhould like 

to hear her fing, . than l\1ary-Ann 

fo ng to her all the airs £he knew, and 

with which Emily was unacquainted . 

. It ,,,as thus that the days followed one 

another without expofing the fick 

Emily to wearinefs. By degrees, £he 

rccoY~rccl her health, her pain ceafed, 

her ikin healed, and her appetite re

turned. 
\ Vhen Emily was cured, CT1e fpokc 

to her papa, and afk.cd hirn what fhe 

could do to teflify her gratitude to 

Mary-Ann. I-Tcr papa, who was 

ovcrco1ne with j-.1y at the fight of his 

daughter, thus recnvcrcd, dcfirc(t 

her not to trouble h-.:rfdf uoon that ... 

fubjeB:, as be hilnfdf had already 

thought of ru,·ard1ng not only that 
amiable 
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amiable child, but her patents alto, 

who k1.d brought her llp fo well. 

In fhort, he g~P,c fv1ary-Ann t\\O 

pretty frocks, and, \\hen he gaye 

them, faicl : " l\.lary-flnn, you fecn1 

" to be a very good girl. I am 111uch 

" plcafecl -with your bchaYiour to 

" Emily. lf you \via come and li\·e 

" \Nith her, it \\ill give her pkafure, 

" and I will take care of you all your 

" 11·rc" l i • 

lVI:iry-Ann thanked him very grate .. 

fully; - but, a n1omcnt after, ihc 

fecmecl n1uch affiittcd, and began tb 

cry. 
'" '\\That) 111y dc:ir," faid j\ lr. Stam

ford, " arc you dif1]lcafrd wilh my 

" propofal ? " 
" Forgi,·c me, fir,'' faid f1ary

.t\nn, " l am much pkafed ; but 
" whaL 

I, 

" 

,., 
I 
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" what afflicts me i,, that I fhall be 
" happy while my parents, perhaps, 
" arc diftre1fod. They are often io.'' 

" No, no, they f11all not be in 
" cl iitrefs," replied lVlr. Stan1ford; 
" I h~we already ~bought of fixing 
" tbc1n in one of my fr..rms, the tc
" nant of which has lately died \~'ith
" out leaving children. Go and tell 
" them to come liither irnmediately, 
" to take the lea Ce.'' 

lviary-Ann frarccly g~ffe hcrfelf 
• time to exp!'eis her gratitude for fo 

n1uch gcncrofiry, before !11e ran i.1 
h:iftc to her parents, to anr.ouncc the 
ftood news . ...., 

Thus eyery one w.1s gratified. The 
father and nv)thc-r of Emily rejoiced 
in tlic re-efiabliiJ111:1ent of the heall11 
of their c.hild. Emily was delighted . 



176 THE STORY OF MARY-A}:1,;· . 

at being able to n1ake her little friend 

happy. 1\1ary-Ann was filled with 

joy at con1ing to live with Emily; 

, and the parents of I\llary-A n n l i vec.l 

ever aftenvards in eafe; and all this 

happinefs was the confequence of the 

gentlenefs and fonfibility of :Nlary

Ann. 

, 

THE .END. 
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