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INTRODUCTION. 

rm:,, .... 

IN the following Story an attempt is made to assist 

religious parents in impressing the important truth 

on the minds of their children, that this life is only 

a portion of time, short and rapid in its prcgress, in 

which the " one thing necclful,'' is to prepare for 

the eternity that shall follow. 

All religious parents, at those moments when their 

views are clearest, and their resolutions most single 
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INTRODUCTION. 

desire to impress the minds of their children with 
this truth, and also to preserve them from those pur• 
suits which fascinate and ensnare the unrenewecl 
heart, and make it turn with indifference or disgust 
from that religious training which is uncongenial 
with its nature, but which God has appointed as the 
means to bring the soul to Himself; but how few 
steadily and perseveringly act up to their convictions 
on this point! How do they waver and hesitate ! 
How inconsistent are their calmer views and their 
practice ! How little can they endure the thought 
that their children shall forego on account of religion 
any advantage esteemed by the world; and how 
often do they risk their eternal interests by setting 
them the example of professing to give up the world, 
while still, in many things, they conform to it, and 
set a high value on its approbation ! 'What can be 
expected from such an education, but that young 
people should grow up with their heads full of re~ 
ligious knowledge, and their hearts full of the love 



'I 
I 

.. 
INTRODUCTION. Yll 

of things, which, though perhaps not the most glar .. 

ingly so, are yet altogether worldly ? "\Vere religious 

parents more single-hearted in obeying the precept, 

" Train up a child in the way he should go," -they 

might more confidently trust to the fulfilment of the 

promise, "and when he is old he will not depart 

from it.'' 
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ANNA ROSS. 

-------

Sun.ELY there is no British boy nor girl who 
has not heard of the battle of Waterloo ! It 
was early in the morning when the accounts 
of it arrived in Edinburgh ; and many peo
ple were awakened by the firing of the great 
guns from the castle, to announce the joyful 
news. Then were seen servants hurrying 
to the post-office to get their masters' news
papers-gentlemen hastening to the same 
place to learn what had happened-and eve
ry face expressing interest and anxiety; for 
many had brothers, and fathers, and sons, 
and dear friends and relatives in that bat
tle. And though the lond thunder of the 
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cannons, as it was echoed by the towering 
buildings of the old town and the neigh
bouring hills, carried joy to the hearts of 
many, while they thought only of the vic
tory that had been gained, others felt only 
alarm and apprehension, lest those they 
most dearly loved might be amongst the 
number who must have suffered in the bat
tle. Such were the feelings of i\'Irs Ross, 
the mother of the little girl whose story will 
be told in the following pages. On that 
morning Mrs Ross and Anna had risen at 
their usual early hour, and were beginnjng 
the day as they did every day. Anna had 
read a portion of the Bible to her 1Iamma, 
who had explained it to her as she proceed
ed, and listened to all her questions and re
marks with her usual gentle kindness : and 
answered her so as to make Anna feel that 
God was present every w]1ere, and saw her 
heart every moment, and loved those who 
loved Him, but was angry with the l·vickcd 
every day. After this reading and con-ver
sation with her ~Iamma, Anna had sat down 
on a footstool beside her, to commit to me-
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A TNA ROSS. 11 

morJ some verses, as she did every morning, 
while ].\Irs Ross read to herself. ~ 1hen the 
first gun fired from the castle, little Anna 
started up and hastened to the window. 
Mrs Ross's house was in a street from whence 
the castle was seen, and, just as Anna reach
ed the window, she saw the flash and smoke 
of a second cannon. 

" 011, J\Iamma, the castle is firing !" ex
claimed she. " There must be a victory ! 
Papa will get home !" On turning round, 
Anna perceived that her Mamma had be
come very pale, and was leaning back in her 
chair. Anna ran to her. "Dear Mamma, 
arc you ill ? You trem h le all over ! What 
shall I get for you? Dear Mamma, speak to 
me!" 

~Irs Ross put her arm round her little 
girl, and said, "I want nothing my love." 
But she seemed unable to say any more ; 
and little Anna, forgettiug the guns, and 
every thing else, stood looking anxiomdy at 
her l\Tamma, who started, and sometimes 
sl1uddercd at their loud reports. Just as tl1c 
firing ceascd, Mary, l\frs Ross's maid, came 
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into the room to say, that Mr Grey, a kind 
friend of Anna's Papa, had just called on 
his way to the post-office, to beg l\ilrs Ross 
not to be alarmed, and to say he would bring 
the newspaper himself, and let her know 
\vhatever had happened. 

l\frs Ross and Anna immediately ,vent 
down stairs, and Anna placed herself at the 
window to watch for l\Ir Grey's return. 
The time seemed Yery long; at last slrn 
exclaimed, " There he is ! There is l\Ir 
Grey!" and herself ran out to open the door 
for him; but Mary too bad been on the 
watcl1, and, on Mrs Ross coming into the 
lobby, she met him. Mr Grey turned away 
a little on seeing her, and looked so grave, 
that Mrs Ross could only say, " I see, Sit-, 
you have bad news for me," and she then 
stood as motionless as a statue. 

"No, no; not bad news, I hope,'' replied 
l\Ir Grey, "only an honourable wound, my 
dear l\Iadam." 

" \Vounded !" repeated Mrs RosE, "Is 
his name among the wounded?'' 
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" Yes, my dear IVIadam, you shall see it 
yourself:" l\Tr Grey supported l\Irs Ross to 
a chair, and then showed her the list of the 
wounded in the newspaper. Of some it was 
said they were wounded slightly, of others 
seYerely, and of others dangerously. Major 
Ross seycrely, ·was read by Anna's )Iamma. 
Sl1e repeated the word "severely." ".Yes,'' 
said l\Ir Grey, "but not dangerously." 
'' God grant it may be so!'' ejaculated l\frs 
Ross fcryently. Then added, "I must go 
to him, l\Ir Grey.'' 

l\Ir Grey tried to dissuade l\:Irs Ross from 
this plan. She had been Yery ull'well during 
the winter and spring, and had a cough, and 
at times pain in her side, a;,1d l\Ir Grey 
thought lier quite unable for the fatigue she 
proposed; hut ~Irs Ross would not he dis
suaded, and l\'Ir Grey at last consented to 
make inquiries whether any Yessel was to 
sail from Leith in "·hich she could he ac
commodated. He then left her, and l\frs 
Ross, after kissiug little Auna tenderly, de
sired hel' to remain for a time with l\Iary, 
and then "·cut into her own room; and lock-

:s 
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ed her door. Anna thougl1t the time ,·erv 
long while her l\lamma staid away; but sl1e 
knew that she "\'vou1d he displeased if she 
disturbed her while locked into lier own 
room. l\fory intreatcd Anna to cat, as it 
was past her hreakfast time; bntwhen Anna 
tried to do so, she cou1d uot, for her heart 
was full, and she could only think of her 
l\iamrna. At last she Yentnred to take some 
tea and toast to her i\famma's room door. 
She knocked Yery gently, and l\Ir.s Ross 
opened it. 

"Dear :\Iarnma, it is very late, and you . . 
have ate nothing." She look up anxious-
ly in her face. 

}.\Irs Ross stooped and kissed her, and took 
what she had brought from lier ; but when 
she said, " I thank you, my dear/' Anna 
scarcely heard her, she spoke so low; and 
she saw that lier eyes were swollen with 
weeping. l\Irs Ro:--s, however, did uot in
vite Auna into lier room; but after putting 
down the tea, gently elo. eel her door, and 
again locked it. Poor Anna did not rcturu 
to l\Iary, but ~at down on n step of the :-:tnirs 
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ANNA ROSS. 15 

near her Mamma's door, and wept in si

lence. 
After a long time, as Anna thought, she 

heard her Mamma's footstep in her room, 

and instantly hastened softly down stairs to 

conceal her weeping face. Mary had left 

the room, supposing Anna had remained 

with her l\'Iamma, and she had time to dry 

up her tears, before l\'Irs Ross came down 

stairs and entered the room. 
"Come hither,mylove,"saidshetoAnna, 

who had turned away to hide her face. She 

immediately came to her Mamma, who drew 

her into her bosom. " ,vill you go with me, 
Anna, and assist me to nurse your Papa?" 

" Oh yes, dear Mamma, do let us go." 
"But, my love, you do not know wlrnt 

you may have to suffer. '-'Ve must go by 
sea, llrobably with very bad accommoda
tion-no good bed to sleep on-no good food 
to cat-no maid to attend you.', 

""\Vill ~Iary not go, l\'Iamma ?" interrupt
ed Anna. 

" No, my love, I must have no expense I 
can avoid.'; 
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" ,v e11, lVIamma, I can do quite well with
out l\Iary, if you will tie my things that fas
ten bel1ind." 

"Yes, my loYe, but what I mean to pre
pare you for is this, you must try to enable 
me to trust that you will do every thing for 
yourself that you can, and neither be a trou
ble to any one, nor giYe me cause to be anx
ious about you, for when I get to where your 
Papa is, I must devote my whole cares to 
him; and, if I did not think I might trust 
to your being rather a comfort than a cause 
of anxiety to your Papa and me, it would be 
wrong to take you ; yet I know no one here 
with whom I should wish to leave you." 

"OhMamma, do not, donottliink ofleav
ing me ! Indeed, indeed, 1':Iamma, you may 
trust me. I shall not be a trouble to you." " ,v ell, my dear Anna, I hope I may. 
But remember, my love, I warn you before 
we go, that you will have many, many in
conveniences and hardships to meet with; 
you will be sick at sea; you will be crowd
ed into the same cabin with a number of 
people; and no quiet or comfort, night or 

,, 
' 
? J· 



e-

11• 

... 

,r 

ANNA ROSS. 17 

day; and I may be sick at the same time, 
and no one to be sorry for, or take care of 
you.'' 

" Or of you, 1\'.lamma ?" asked Anna anx
iously. 

" I trust God will support me, my Joye," 
" And God will take care of me also, 

1\'Iarnma.'' 
" Oh my dear Anna," said her Mamma, 

pressing her closely to her heart. " If I 
thought you really loved God, and really 
trusted yourself to his love and care, I should 
have no anxieties about you; but Anna, 
there is a great, great difference between 
reading ancl learning about God, to please 
me, and because I wish you to do so, and 
loving Him really, and really trusting Him; 
and I fear, as yet, my Anna only reads and 
learns the character and wi11 of God, be
cause I wish her to do so." 

Anna hung down her head and made no 
answer, because she knew that what her 
].\Tamma said was true ; and wbil.e she stood 
thus, for an instant, -she said in her heart, 0 
Lord, teach me to love, and to trust in 

B 2 
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Thee." And though Anna, ever since she 
could speak, had knelt morning and evening 
at her l\1amma's lap, and repeated her pray
ers ; yet, perhaps, in the sight of that God 
who looks on the heart, Auna 1iad neyer be
fore really prayed. l\frs Ross kissed Anna, 
and tl1en rung for :Mary, and desired her to 
pack up some things, while she also occu
pied herself in the same way. Arma imme
diately thought with herself, " now, how 
can I be useful to l\Iamma ?'' and then very 
soon found out many ways that she could he 
so, and anxiously aYoided aski11g a question, 
or doing a thing that could be the least trou
blesome. 

Before 1'1rs Ross had finished her ncces .. 
sary arrangements, )Ir Grey returned to 
say that a vessel ,-vas to sail that e-vc11ing for 
Rotterdam; that it would be crowded with 
passengers ; hut t11,lt another vessel would 
sail in a few dayr,, for which he nrgecl l\frs 
Ross to wait; hut she determined to go that 
evenrng. 

Every preparation was soon made, and 
ahout six in the cYening, good ~fr Gr<'y 
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ANNA ROSS. 19 

saw l\frs Ross and Anna safe on board, and 
soon after the vessel moved out of the har
bour, the sails were spread, and when Anna 
looked back to the shore and the pier, where 
the numbers of people, and noise, and bustle, 
and voices had so confused her, that she 
scarcely knew where she was, nor what she 
did, it seemed as if they were receding from 
the ship,and she no longer heard their noise. 
It was a beautiful evening in June, and 
most of the passengers remained on deck. 
l\Irs Ross and Anna did so also, and all 
around her was so new to Anna, and occu
pied and amused her so much, that she could 
scarcely bclieYe it possible, when her 1\'Iam
rna told her it was her usual time of going 
to heel l\Irs Ross, too, began to feel the 
air chill, and she and Anna went below:. It 
was as l\frs Ross had said ; the cabin ,vas 
crowded to excess, and the beds as small and 
close as possible. Anna for a time shrunk 
from creeping into the one destined for her 
l\Iamma; but recollecting her promise, not 
to giYe auy trouble, she begged her 1\Iamma 
to allow her to undress herself; and while 
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she tried to do so, and laughed at her own 
awkwardness in undoing those fastenings she 
could not see, she also occasionally stole a 
look at her bed, whicl1 seemed to hei- no 
larger than a shelf in her )Tamma's ward
robe at home. She, ho"·ever, with her 
l\{amrna's assistance, crept into it, and get
ting as far back as slie could, to leave room 
fo'r her l\!Iamma, was soon fast asleep. 

Next morning poor Anna waked more 
sick than she l1ad ever been in her life ; so 
were most of the other passengers, and for 
that day, and the following day and 11ight, 
there was nothing but complaints, and sick
ness, and ~rying children, and running to 
and fro of the two old sailors who attended 
on the passengers. l\Irs Ross suffered less 
from sickness than the others, but the close
ness of the cabin made her congh incessant
ly, and at the close of the third day, when tlrn 
other passengers \Yere beginning to feel weJJ, 
she seemed worn out and ill. ,vhen Anna 
was able to go on deck, howeYer, her l\'Iam
ma went also, and the air revived her strcngt1i. 
Among the passengers was another officer's 
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lady. Her husband had not been wounded, but 
she was going to join him. This lady's name 
was l\Irs 1''.Iason. ,vben she was sick l\Irs 
Ross nursed her as well as Anna; and when 
she was again well, she was anxious to proYe 
her gratitude to Anna's l\Iamma, by show
ing her e,·ery attention in her power. 

"\Vhen the Yessel arriYed at Rotterdam, 
Colonel l\Iason, l\Irs l\Iasou's husband, was 
waiting there to recei Ye her. Colonel 1\Iason 
knew that 

0

1\'.Iajor Ross, Anna's Papa, was 
among the wounded, but had not heard of 
him since the day after the battle. He 
could, however, direct 1\Irs Ross to the place 
where he, and other wounded officers of the 
same regiment, had been carried. It was a 
Yillage a few miles from the field of "\Vater
loo. 

l\Irs Ross immediately left the vessel, 
and trayelled the same day till within a few 
miles of this village. l\Irs Ross then became 

· so very much fatigued, that she could traYel 
110 farther, and had to stop and rest till the 
following day, when she and Annn. set out 
from the village. A~ they drove rapidly 
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along, Anna observed that her Mamma fre
quently clasped lrnr hands together, and rais
ed her eyes to heaYen, and wept; but Anna 
did not say any thing, lest sl1e should trouble 
her: she only prayed in her heart that God 
would comfort her l\Iamma. At last she 
ventured to say, softly, '' You Joye God, 
l\Iamma; He will suppo1·t you." 

"l have no other support, my own Anna," 
replied her Mamma. "He does supJ)Ort 
me, or I should not l1ave strength for this 
moment. Perhaps, Anna, your Papa may 
be very ill-perhaps you no longer have any 
Papa." 

Anna had never thoug-l1t of this; and just 
then the post-boy turned ronnd to point out 
the village to which thcr were going, and 
which Anna now saw at no great distance. 
l\Irs Ross again clasped her hands, and 
raised her eyes to hea\'en. She leant back 
in the carriage, but Anna kept her eyes fix
ed on the village. 

"I see a great many soldiers, 1\Iamma,'' 
said she at last. "They arc all standing 
before a white l,wusc at the end of the vil-
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lage nearest us. And now I see they are 
Highlanders. Perhaps they are Papa's own 
soldiers. Now they begin to move slowly; 
they are coming quite near, Mamma, I hear 
music; how slow and melancholy it is !" 

The carriage moved on till the soldiers 
came up. The post-boy tl1en stopt at one 
side of the road to let them pass. It was an 
officer's funeral. The soldiers, as they pass-

; \ ed the carriage at a slow and solemn march, 
looked so grave and sad, and the music was 

; 1 so mournfully solemn, that Anna felt partly 
sad, and partly frightened. She held her 

~ ; Mamma's hand firm in both of hers, while 
she continuecl silentlv to watch the slow 

; , procession. There were many files of sol-
, I • 

: : d1ers passed ;-then the sad music-then 
~ more soldiers-then, carried by soldiers, 

came the coffin, and on it lay the officer's 
military cap, his sash, his sword, and belt. 
Just as this passed, Anna exclaimed, "Du
gald! There is Papa's servant, Dugald !'' 
The soldier heard Anna's voice, and looked 
up. " l\1y master·s child!'' exclaimed he; 
and then the other soldier~ who were nc>ar 
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aho looked into the carriage, and stopt for 
an instant. Dugald, hol\:ever, gaye them 
some directions, and they moyed on, ,vhile 
he himself left the ranks, and came near 
the carriage, but not so near as to listen to 
i'Irs Ross, who made a sign to him to ap
proach. He took no notice of her sign but 
waited till the soldiers bad passed, then has
tened back to the Yillage. 

"I see how it is, Anna," said l\Irs Ross 
quickly; and when Anna looked rouml, her 
i'Iamma had sunk back in the carriage; her 
eyes were closed, and she was quite pale. 
Anna had seen her l\Iamma faint lJefore; 
and though she was very frightened, she re
membered what should be done, and sup
ported her as well as she could in her arms 
till the carriage stopt at the white house in 
the Yillage. Dugald was waiting to open 
the carriage door, and though lie was a brave 
rough soldier, when he saw ~Irs Ross in a 
faint, and poor little Anna, almost as pale as 
she was, attempting to support Jwr, tears 
gushed into his eyes. He, l1owcver, hastily 
wiped tlicm away, and then gently lifted, 
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ANNA ROSS. 

first Anna, and then her Mamma from the 
carriage. The woman of the house was 
waiting to assist, and Mrs Ross was carried 
into a room and laid on a bed, and every 
thing proper done to recover her. In a little 
time she opened her eyes; and when she 
saw Dngald, who just then entered the 
room with something he had gone in search 
of to hasten her recovery, she said to him, 
" Your master is gone then, Dugald." 

" Dugald seemed as if he could not an
swer; at last he said, "He is gone, ]\fadam, 
from a world of care, and sorrow, and suffer
ing, to one of eyerlasting happiness." 

1\frs Ross then asked some questions re
specting her husband: and when she had 
heard all she wished, and that it was his 
funeral she and Anna had met on the road, 
she sent Dugald, and every one away but 
Anna; and then desired her to draw the 
curtains of the heel close round her. " And 

now, Anna," said she, "come and lie down 
he:Si(!c me, for you are now all that God has 
left me on earth.'' 

C 
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Anna did as her l\tlamma desired, and 
when she put her arms round her neck, and 
put her little face close to liers, Mrs Ross 
wept very very much, and Anna wept and 
sobbed with her. 

For three days Mrs Ross was very little 
out of bed; for when she attempted to rise, 
she became so faint that she was obliged to 
lie down again. During these three days, 
Anna watched constantly by her l\Iamma's 
bed, and when she could listen read por
tions of the Bible to her. Mrs Ross never 
seemed well except when Anna was thus 
employed; but her cough had become so 
unceasing, that it was ouly at slrnrt inter
vals she could listen. There were many 
officers lodging in the same house, who 11ad 
been wounded in the battle, and they re
quired much attendance from the people, 
so that Mrs Ross TI"as left almost entirely 
to the care of Anna and Dugald. Dugald, 
however, was an excellent assistant to 
Anna. He stationed himself during the 
day near her Mamma's room door, and ne
Y<>r left his post except when obliged hy 
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ANNA ROSS. 

his rnilitary duties. At night be wrapped 
himself in his plaid, and lay down just be
l1ind her door, so that wheneYer 1\Irs Ross 

wanted any thing, Anna had just to open 

her door gently, and there was Dugald 

ready to get it, or to find some one \vho 
could. Poor Dugald, from the first day he 

had seen his Lady on hei· arrival at the vil

lage, had thought her looking very :ill, and 
had intreated her to allow him to bring the 
surgeon of the regiment to visit her. Mrs 

Ross would not consent at first: but after 

a few days, when she felt herself becoming 
worse and worse, she allowed him to do as 
he wished. ,vhen the Doctor came, J\'Irs 

Ross sent Anna out to take a short walk, 

attended by Dugald, for she wished to see 
the Doctor alone. 

As Anna passed out of t11e house, and 

along the road near :it, many soldiers were 
standing about, who, when they saw her 

accompanied by Dugald, guessed who she 
was ; and she heard many of them say, 
" God bless her for her father's sake." 
Anna did not stay out long, for she wisl1ed 



28 ANNA ROSS. 

to return to her l\fammn.; and on comjng 
back there were more soldiers near the 
house than there had been before. They 
stood back respectfully to let her pass, and 
many of them again prayed Goel to bless 
l1er ; and one, an old se1jeant, stepped for
ward, holding in his hand a basket filled 
with nice fruit and flowers, and said, he 
hoped she would not refuse to accept of a 
little mark of respect from her Papa's own 
men. Little Anna thanked the old soldier, 
and said she would take the fruit to her 
Mamma. He then gave the basket to Du
gald; and when Anna, who felt that she 
loved her Papa's old soldier, held out her 
hand to take leave of him, he stooped down 
and kissed it two or three times, and tlien 
turned away to wipe the tean; from his 
eyes, as many of the other soldiers did also. 

\Vhen Anna returned to her l\Iamma, 
she pressed her to cat of the soldier's fruit, 
and she picked out the most beautiful of 
the roses to place in her bosom, allCl told 
her how the soldiers Imel blessed her for 
her Papa's sake. 1\ilrs Ross let her do as· 
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ANNA ROSS. 29 

she would for a time, and listened to her 
account of what she had seen and heard; 
she then said, " There are many, Anna, 
who will be disposed to love you for your 
Papa's sake, for he was a kind friend to 
many; but there is one, Anna, who has 
promised to be the father of the fatherless. 
Do you love him, my child ?" 

" I think I do, IVIamma." 
" If you love him, Anna, then you may 

be sure Ile loves you far more ; and if so, 
you will believe that whatever is best for 
you, though it may cause grief and pain at 
the time, is what he will do." 

" I think I believe so, Mamma.'' 
" Do you think God Joyed you when he 

took away your Papa?'' 
" I think God Joyed Papa, and took him 

away from this world to make him quite 
happy-happier than he could be here ; 
and I loYe God for loving Papa." 

" And if God should show his love to 
your 1\.'Iamrna, Anna, by taking her away to 
be happy with your Papa, in hea, en, should 
you then Joye God still more ?" 

C 2 
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Anna looked up in alarm, " l\'Iamma, 
what do you mean?'' 

" I have asked you a simple question, 
my love. I belieYe firmly, Anna, that I 
should be far happier in heaYen than here. 
Do you think you would love Goel more if 
he took me to heaven ?" 

Poor little Anna became as pale as one 
of the lilies she had brought to her :\iamma, 
and could not keep from crying, while she 
answered, " No, no indeed, l\Iamma. I 
cannot say I could loYe God if he took you 
away from me." 

" Then, my dear Anna, you love me 
more than God; and you remember who it 
was who said, " He that lo-veth father or 
mother more than me, is not worthy of me." 

" But, l\Iamma, how can I help it?" ~ 
" God is going to teach yon how you may, 

my love. He is going to teach you hy your 
own experience, that your Father in l1eaven 
can do a thousand times more for you t11an 
any earthly parents. He is going to take 
away your mother as well as your father, 
that yon may have none to trust to, or to 
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lo-ve more than himself. He is constantly 
near you, Anna. At this moment He is 
present with us, and looking on your little 
J1eart, which be secs ready to break, because 
I am telling you that you are to have no pa
rents but Him. Yet though you love Him 
so little, He still loves you. He sent his 
only beloYed Son into the world, to assure 
us that he loved us. Jesus invited children 
to come unto him, and took them in his 
arms, and blessed them. He never changes. 
He loves children as much now as he did 
when he \Vas on earth, and still i1wites them 
to come to Him, and promises that he will 
"gather them ,vith his arms, and carry them 
in his bosom." '\Vhy, my dear Anna, do 
yon suppose that God sent his Son into the 
world to become a little child?" 

" I do not know, ~Iamma." 
"It was for this reason among others, my 

love, that He might ]1imsclf feel as children 
feel. J csus was once a child of yom· age, 
Anna, and remembers and knows what the 
feelings of children are, and suits his Joye 
and grace to them. God has given hi& Son 
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to us, that he might lay down his life for 
our sins; that he might be our friend, and 
guide, and teacher. He is in God, and God 
is in Him ; and if you, my dear Anna, will 
give yourself to Him, he will be all these 
to you, and far more than any earthly pa
rent could be; for all things are his, and all 
hearts are in his hands, and Jie can make all 
tl1ings, and all hearts work together for your 
good and happiness; and aboye all, He can 
giYe you yourself, my Anna, a new heart, 
and prepare you to live for eYer in he;wen." 

J\Irs Ross spoke to Auna with so much 
solemnity and earnestness, that she soon 
became exhausted, and was obliged to lie 
down. Anna ·watched beside her, and 
thought of what she had said, and then she 
prayed in her heart that God would not 
take away her l\:Iamma. 

From day to day ~Irs Ross continued to 
grow worse. At last she was quite confined 
to bed, and spoke so low that Anna could 
scarcely hear. A nurse had beeu procured 
by Dugald to be constantly with her, while 
he continued to keep watch at her door. 
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One morning very early, Anna was awak

~,i ened by the nurse, who said her l\1arnma 
Gi wisJ1ed to sfJeak to her. Little Anna imme
-ill diately got up, · and hastened to obey the 

,i -~ summons. She found her wlamma sitting 
up, supported by pillows in bed. She look-

r 
· " ed ,·cry ill indeed, and breathed Yery quick, 
ll and she could only say two or three words 

at a time. ' : 
" l\ly dear Anna," said she, "I have sent 

for you once more before I leaYe you. Lis
ten to me. I am scarcely able to speak, but 
must say three things which I hope, my dear 
loYc, you will neYer forget. Anna, when the 
last day comes, tlie Lord, the Great J udgc, 
will make a separation between his own 
people who have loYed and serYed him, and 
those ld10 Jiave loved the things of this world 
more than him. He·will place his own people 
at his right hand, ancl those who arc not his 
at his left. Anna, will you seek to meet me 
.at his right hand at that day ?" 

l\lrs Ross spoke with great difficulty, but 
also with g-reat solemnity ; and when she 
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asked the last question, Anna trembled, aud 
answered, " I will seek to do so, l\Iamma." 

"Then, my love,'' resumed lVIrs Ross, 
" you will begin seriously to seek Christ; 1 

for there is no name given under heaven or 
among men whereby you can be saved but 
his. I charge you, Anna, neYcr to suppose 
you are safe, or that you wiH meet your 1. 
Papa and me in heaven, till you can truly 
say that you know Christ, and that lie is 
all your salvation. You do not fu11y under
stand what I say, therefore I charge you, 
my dear Anna, never on any account} or 
whereYer you arc, to let one morning or 
evening pass without praying to God; and, 
if possible, reading, as you have done with 
me, a portion of his l10ly word." 

Mrs Ross could say no more, but she made 
signs to the nurse to take Auna away, and 
she was again put to bed in a little room off 
her Mamma's; and when the nurse came 
again to her, it was to tell her that lier 
Mamma was in heaven. 

Two days after this, l\Irs Ross was buried 
in the same grave with lier husband; and 

I 
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and on the day following, little Anna, under the 
!a." care of the nurse, who was a soldier's wife, 
o~: and ·who had promised to Mrs Ross before 

ri,t : her death not to leaye Anna till she had 

11 or placed her safely with her own friends, set 
tut out on their return to their own country. 
-n-e Dugald also accompanied them, and saw 

his master·s child safe on boaL·d the vessel yuir 
,ilv which was to convey her to a new home 

' t., :; among strangers. He was then obliged to 
~f'· return to his regiment. 

0 , The home to which Anna was now to go 
' 1 was the house of her uncle, her Papa's bro
:-r ther. This gentleman had just been ex
i1ll 1>ected home from the ,vest Indies at the 
ri"i time Mrs Ross and Anna lrnd left Edin-

burgh to join l\'lajor Ross, and with whom, 

I if he had been arrived, l\Irs Ross would have 
I, e 
al'~ left Anna. He was Major Ross's only bro-
J, 1 thcr, and had been appointed by him, in the 
r, eYent of the death of her parents, one of 
. Anna's gnardians. The other guardian was 

her l\Iamma's brother, 1\fr 1\'Iurray, and 1\'.Irs 
, 1 Ross had left directions in her will that 

4 

.. Anna shon1d first go to her uncle Ross's, and 
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remain with his family six months, and then 
to her uncle l\Inrray's, to remain the same 
time; at the end of which she was to be al
lowed to choose in which family she would 
reside as her future l10me. 

Poor Anna was again very sick for two 
days on her passage home. The nurse watch
ed by her, and when she got better, took lier 
on deck, and did all she could to comfort 
and amuse her; but Anna could not he 
~mused. Her heart ,vas sad, for she could 
only think of her own dear kill(l i lam ma; 
and when she looked up to the pure blue 
sky aboYe the ship, ~11e wished that she 
could die too, and go to her ; and then the 
thought ,·vould come into her mind, perhaps 
if I did die, I should not get to where l\Iam
ma is; and then she would weep, and try 
to remember what her :i\Iamma had said to 
lier ,vas the only way to get to heaYen. She 
had not 011cc forgotten to pray morning all(l 
cYcni1Jg since lwr ~Iamma had so solemnly 
enjoined her to do so; and indeed slie had 
prayed far oftener; for she remembered that 
God ,vas 110,v, as her l\1amma had told her, 
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her ouly Father; and her heart began to 

feel confidence in God. She remembered 

that her ~Iamrna had said, that all hearts 

·were in his hand; and as every one was 

goocl ancl kin<l to the little orphan, she knew 

that it was God who made them so, and 

thauked him in lier hcal't and in her prayers. 

"\Vhen she ,vent on deck, she would take her 

Bible with lier; and the sailors were so sor

ry for her, that they had placed an awning 

oYer a corner of the deck, that she might 

have a 1)1acc to i-etire to where the other 

passengers would not di~tnrh her; and .Au

ua thanked her Father in heaYen for all 

their kindness, and asked nurse to tell the 

r-mi1or8 that she did so. 
Anna had neyer seen the uncle to whose 

l10use she was going; but she supposed he 

wou1d be like her Papa. She had oftcu 

heard that her Aun twas 11articnlarlyauxions 

about the education of her children. Bhe 

had one son, and three daughters, for whom 

Arnia lia.d heard of tutors aud governesses 

being sent both from France a,ml England 

D 
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to instruct them; and s1ie felt rather afrai<1J 
she scarcely knew why, to meet this aunt. 

At ]ast the vessel arrived at L eith, and 
just on its entering the .harbour, a person 
came on board to inquire 1vhcther ::.\'.Iiss Ross 
was among the passengers; and then Anna 
was informed that her amit ,vas waiting for 
Lc1· in her carriage on the shore; and lier 
little trunk ,vas got, and n ursc "'as directed 
to follmv·ffith the other things she had charge 
of; and before Anna had time to think, she 
found herself on shore, then in her auut's 
carriage, in which ,-vas her aunt, alittie girl 
ahont h~r o-.;-vn age, and a hoy a good deal 
older, who liad come d01vn from the coach
box, where he had been seen seated beside 
the coachman, and jumpe(! into the carriage 
after Anna, ·with no other intention appa
rently than to stare at her. 

Anna's aunt kissed her, and desired J1er 
little girl Louisa to do so also, and George to 
shake hand::: ,vith his cousin. "You must 
love each other as brother and sisters, my 
dears," said she; "for I hope Anna wil.l 

• 1 • J " choose to rem am a, ways wit 1 u~. 
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Louisa and George made no answer, but 
c_ontinucd to stare at poor Anna, who thought 
it very unkind in them to do so, as she felt 
Yery strange, and could scarcely keep from 
crymg. , 

" , "\Vere you sick: at sea, my dear?" asked 
he1· aunt Ross. 

"Yes l\Ia'am, vcrysick," answeredArina . 
. " You will soon be well and happy, my 

doar, with your young cousins. Though 
they look so shy, and do not speak, it was 
their wish that our airing should be on the 
sands to-day, just in the hopes that we 
should hear something about you; and when 
we saw a sail making for the harbour, we 
sent immediately to discover from whence 
it came ; and when we heard from Rotter
dam, ,vc hoped you might be on board. 
But, my dear," continued Aunt Ross, "yod 
arc not in mourning. That will look very 
o(1d. You must not Le seen till you get 
mourning." 

Poor Anna could no longer keep from 
crying, for this remark reminded her of her 
}famma. ~ ho attempted to say that there 

r 
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had been no time to procure mourning, but 
she could not speak, and just turned away 
her head and wept. Her Aunt did not 
attempt to comfort her, but she heard her 
whisper to her cousins, " Do not mind her, 
my dears, it will soon go off;'' and then they 
began to speak of other tl1ings, as if she 
had not been present ; and George told his 
Mamma, that Sam the coachman had al
lowed him to drive for most of the time be 
had been on the coach-box; and his lVIamma 
said, that if she bad knmvn it, she should 
have been terrified out of her senses ; and 
George laughed, and insisted on again get
ting out of the carriage, that he might show 
his Mamma at what a rate he should make 
the horses go on Leith ,v alk; and his 
Mamma intreated, and Louisa held by Lis 
jacket, and George only laughed the more; 
and getting his head out of the window, 
called to Sam to stop, which he immediately 
did. The servant from behind came to 
know what was wanted, and was ordered 
by George to let him out ; and while he 
was doing so, he was desired by Aunt Ross 

I t, 
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to charge Sam on no accou.nt to allow 1\'Ias

tcr George to drive. During this scene 

Anna was so astoni8hcd that she forgot 

every thiug dse. 
er, " He is a sad boy, my dear," said her 

ey Aunt to her on ohscrYing her looks of sur

he prise; " but his Papa and Tutor know how 

bk to manage him. You, Anna, will be nuder 

~- my care, nnd I hope you will be very good 

be and obedient." 
Anna said she hoped she n1ways should 

be so, and then the carriage was again 

stopt to direct Sam to drive to the dress

maker's ; an(l when they arrived there, so 

,~~ much was said hy Aunt Ross about ho\.v 

.. ke eYcry thing was to be made, and " Let 

~1~ every thing be as deep as possible; for the 

chikl has just lost both her parents,'' azHl 

so on, that IJoor A1ma ·was soon again in 

tears, and in her heart longed for her quiet 

litt1e corner under the awning on the deck 

of the little ycssc1, wher~ the rough sailors 

had felt so much more for her than her Aunt 

:·ecmccl to do. At la~t Aunt Ross had giveu 
1) 2 



ANNA ROSS. 

as many directions as she thought neces-
sary respecting Anna's dress; the carriage 
was ordered home, and in a few minutes 
stopt at the door of ~~ large lwuse in Char
lotte Square. 

'' Now, my dear," said Anna's Aunt to 
her as they eutered the house, " you will 
just go up stairs, and remain with Miss 
Palmer out of sight for a day, till you get 
your mourning dress. Oh, yon do not 
know the way, and I feel so fatigued, I 
really cannot mount the stairs to the school
room. Jolrn," addressing a footman, " do 
you show l\'Iiss Ross the way to tl10 
school-room, Louisa must remain with me, 
as Lady Alclerston may perhaps call this 
forenoon, and she expressed a wish to sec . 
my children ; and Anna, my dear, tell l\fiss 
Palmer to have the other children nicely 
dressed, for if Lady Alderston should ask 
for them, I slrnll send to bring them clown." 

Anna promised to do as her Aunt desired, 
and then followed John, who proceeded up 
stairs before her to the door of the school
room, which he tln·cw open, and announced, 
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'' Miss Ross, Ma'am, the young Lacly who 

was cxpeeted.'' 
Anna timidly entered, ancl was receivecl 

with kindness by 1_\iliss Palmer. There were 

two little girls in the room with Miss Pal

mer, whom she introduced to Anna as her 

two cousins. They were two pale sickly

looking little creatures; hut they seem

ed very Jmppy to see Anna, and imme

cliatcly intrcatecl 1\Iiss Palmer to give them 

a holiday because their cousin was come. 

" Oh, no, no, my dears," re1)lied l\iliss Pal

rnm·, " you have had two holidays thisweek, 

and your 1\Ianuna said you could have no 

more, on any account whatever, and you 

know your cousin is to remain with you.'' 

" But do, ft1iss Palmer, give us at least 

two hours," said the eldest, whose name 

was Jane. " Oh, pray do, if you please, 

ju:-,t this once, l\1iss Palmer," said little Ma

rianne, tears starting into her eyes, '' for I 

_am so tired sitting in that stiff chair with 

my foci in the stocks ! " 
'' No, no, children, it cannot be," replied 

l\'liss Palmer, "and you mn 't not tease me. 



H 

I dare say ,·onr Consiu is a 11·oml iittle-o·i1·1 •· • t-, b ' and tired of hei11g idl(1 ." 

""Tired of hcing- idle! I \'fonder who ever 
tired of heiug icae," s~dd n'larimmn, pn ti11g 
her anns coaxina:Jy 1·mmd Anna. '· .r\.i·c vou 

ll. • .. 
-tired of heiug- ldlc ?" asked she, looking up 

in her face. 
" P('rhap8 I could assist yon. 11/Jiat wero 

yon doing?" askc,l Anna, while slic 1rarmly 
returned her little Con~in's cm· •fiHCS. 

" Now, ~·ou Ree ,vhat a good: kiud little 
girl your Coui-in is," ~ai,l 1\'IisR Palmer, "and 
how much better bred than yon, ~Iis8 :VIa
riannc; for you repeated my words Ycry 
rudely, and l\iliss Anna has shown that she 
knows how to he both kind and polite." 

" Dnt 'lvill Yon rcaJ1y a"'~ist me?" asked .. . 
l\'Iarianne, still clinging to Anna. 

" Indeed I will, if you will tell me how I 
can." 

,: Oh, come, come thcu," exclaimed .i\fa
!J:immc joyfully. 

" Bnt I lllW-!t first dcli,·er m~· mcs~agc to 
l\Ii~:,:; Palmer," said Amm: ancl tl1e11 ~lw 
told h,:r ~·\uut's wish that tho childrc11sJw11ld 
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he drcssr<l, ancl ready to he i--cut for if Lady 

Aldcrston called; aucl then, thongh the little 

cousins conlcl not have a moment to get ac

quaiutccl with Anna, eYery thing must be 

stopt, and they sent off to the nursery, 

though alreacly quite neatly dressed, to be 

decked out, that a stranger might perhaps 

say to their Mamma, " What nice children 

-what pretty children ;" and forget the 

next moment that they were in existence. 

Little 1\ilarianne was very anxious that 

Anna should go with her when she went to 

lJc dressed, hut Miss Palmer said, ~' No, no, 

my dear; ~Iiss Anna shall remain with me, 

and that will make -you return the sooner;"· 

aud voor little l\1::lTiauuc ran off to get dress

ed as fa~t as Kitty, one of the uurscry-maids, 

wonlcl he prcYailecl on to assist her. In her 

ahsencc, l\'liss Palmer asked Auna many 

questions. 
" l\Iay I ask how olcl you arc, 1\iiss Au-

. . 
na ?" 

" I was nino ahont two mouths ago, 

~Ia'am." 
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" Nine ! You are Yery tall of yonr age. 
l\liss Louisa is ten, and she is no taller I am 
sure. IIave you begun music?" 

"Y cs, lHa'am. l\Iamma had been teach
ing me two years." 

" Indeed ! and Frcncli ? can you i;;peak it 
at all ?" 

.Anna answered 1\iiss Palmer in French, 
that hei~ .i\ilamma had been teaching her that 
language also. 

"Indeed!" repeated Miss Palmer, "and 
you seem to have got the pronunciation Ycry 
correctly. But that is not in my depart
ment. Poor l\Iademoiscllc, the French go
verness of your Cousins, got into such bad 
health as to be obliged to return to her own 
<'Ountry. l\Irs Ross is in search of auother; 
and in the mean time the children J1aye a 
master. You have learnt danciug, I sup
pose?" 

"No, l\'fo'am, I never haYc." 
" 1V1iat ! No dancing ! That is Yery ex

traordinary." 
3:liss Palmer asked a great many morn 

<1ucstion~, a11d concluded, after A1rna Jiad 
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:n1~\Ycre<l focm all, hy saying, " "\,V ell, my 
<lcar, I hope to find it a pleasure to carry on 

your education. Yon seem to haxc been ac
·h• cm,tomccl to ree:nlarity and obedience, which 

I u • 
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I too Jrn,Ye dways hc·'u accustomc<l to exact." 
She then ki ,~sccl Auna affectionately; and 
the little orphan remembered that God was 
]1Pr Father, mul she. thanked Him for mak
i11g l',;fi~s Palmer loYc her. 

'1-lieu J m1c ancl ~Iarianne returned, i\Iiss 
Palmcr"immcdiately set them to their les
sons. Jane i-~at do,vn to the piano-forte to 
practise, whi1e 1'1Ii~s Pahher sat hy to instruc.t 
he1·, and ~lso to remind her how she onght to 
sit, arnl n~c 1wr fiugcrs, and how to place 
her feet, al1(1 her ~lhows, &c. ·As for poor 

1\Iariamie, she was set on a high chair, the 
haek of wLich ·was so made as to oblige her 
to hold her head aud shoulders properly; 
and lier poor little foct were p1atcd in stocks, 
because her l\'Iamrna said she tnn1cd her 
toes in when she walked; au<l in this stiff 
attitude f,;hc was getting a lesson for her 
French master. Auna sat dmn1 hy •J\!fa
riaun<'~ and :-u,si:;;ted her ~o much, that her 
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little Cousin two or three times forgot, aml 
t]ircw her arms round lier " ,lear Consin 
Anna's" neck to thank her; hut cYcry time 
i;;he moYed from the posture in which i-:he 
had been placed, :Miss Palmer ad,lccl to her 
task, so that voor J\Iariannc at last remem
bered J\Iiss Palmer's instrnctious, to CXJ>rc:-;s 
what Ahe felt hy ,vords. "Yon Jiayc a :--my 
chiJcfo:h way, :Miss l\fariaunc," continued her 
goYerncss, "of always putting your arms 
round one, crumpling one's ruff, all(l almost 
Rtrangling those yon loYc. Yon know your 
l\Iamma has often forhid your doiug ~o." , 

Poor little i\Iarimmc seeme,l to tl,ink she 
had been gujlty of a scriom: fault, all(l a 
h]nsh spread oyer lier pale i,:;1ek1y little c:onn
tenance, while Anua fol t l>(!"\Yildcn,d on 
hearing blame attached to those proof: of 
affection which her own ::\Iamma had alway.:-. 
received from her, aud returned with tho 
1110,"t tender kindness. 

Dinner followed the le8soni;;; and an hour's 
,n1lk foJlowcd dinner, dnrj11g wl1ich the 
chi1c1rcn were directed how to :-;it, and hmv 
k> cat, nnd how to be graceful, and l,ow to 

' I, 
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he polite; uncl Louisa looked tfrcd awl cros8 
-awl Jane looked stupid-and little lWa
riamw cried two or three times-and Anna 
dicl all sl1c was desired as well as she could, 
aucl was praised by l\Iiss Palmer, lrnt wii-il1-
'cclyery much that it was bed-time, when slw 
hopl•d that nurse would he allmved to atternl 
J1cr. Bed-time came, hut ,vhen' .A.mut mo
d<18tly ~H,kecl lVl.iss Palmer if she might 1,c 

:allowed to sec uurse, she was told that h<•r 
Au 1t Rrn~s had thought it bci--t tliat they 
~11011ld 11ot meet again, hccaus<' a pa.rti11g
i--c·c1ie would ha.Ye done no good to c>ith(','; 
hut that nur8e had been well rewarded for 
the tronhle :-;he had takcu. 

Poor Anna could 11ot stand this, and hurst 
iuto t,~ars. "011 fie, fie !" exclaimed ]Hiss 
Palmer; "what a hahy ! Come l\Jiss Loni
~a yon shall 8ay your prayers first, aucl I 
>:ihall give 1'1i:-;~ Auna tl1at time to reco,"'cr 
hersell:" ~ 

Lo11ii,;a lrnelt at ~li:--~ Palnwr•~ lap, and rc
,1, ]W:ll('(l ~1 i:;l1ort prayp · without sc•eming- to at

('Jtd to a ,, onl site sai(l; aud, 1 l1011glt ~he 
<·011du<lc<l Jr a long yawn, l\lli:s Puhuer 
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found no fault. Vr-h<'n Louisa rose from her 

knees, l\liss Palnwr mc1Hio11cd to Anna to 

take her plaec. .Anna drnv h~!ck. "\Vhcn 

8hc was a litt1c child she could ]myc i;;aicl 

her prayers gt any one's lap, hut now she 

knew better ·what it was to 1)1'a:1·, and she 

felt that l\Iiss Palmer l\·as a stTanger. 

" Come along, child," said l\'.li ·s Palmer • 

impai.icut1y. 
" If yon will he so good as allow me, r\Iiss 

Palmer, I will ~ay my prayers in my room 

before I go to hcd." 
"Nonsen~e," sai<l :Nliss Palmer, "don't 

keep me ·waiting;" and 110or Anna knc1t 

down. She rcmcmhcrcd, howcYcr, that it 

,yas God himself that i-hc, a little ignorant 

sinful girl, was addrc~r.ing-, and she repeated 

a i,raycr her 1\/Iannua had tang-ht } er whcu 

she was two years younger, (fdr latterly she 

}md been iustrnctecl to pray to God from lier 

heart,) ,\·ith ay\·e arnl 1·t:': (•n •nec in Jwr tone 

of voice, arnl in her manner; and whl'll she 

rose from Jip1· knc 0
:-:: , , lit• thought that. ·when 

sl1e g-ot into her OlV11 room she w011l<l read 

a portion of the SC'l'ij)h11·es: mul }H'i y to GO(l · 

. 
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for those blessings he had promised to give 

in answer to prayers of the heart. Anna 

,Yas sadly disappointed, lioWeYer, when, on 

l\Iiss Palmer ringing her hell twice, the 

maid who had about an hour. earlier come to 

take Jane and :l\L.n-ianne to bed, again ap

peared, to whom 1:i)1iss Palmer said, "Take 

the young ladies ·to the little room off mine, 

which was prepared fo1· them, Hannah, and 

t.lo •not allow them to trifle ,vhile you are un

dressing them, for I shall bo,in my room in 

half au hour; and remcm}>er, 'Miss Louis~ 

if you aTe not in bed, I shall just take away 

the cancllc, and leave you to get into it as 

you best can." 
Hannah had prepared cYe!:'y thing in the 

girl's little rooni. She had opened Alma's 

trunk and got all that was necessary, and 

now offcrecl her assistance to undress her. 

"If you please, Hannah, give me my 
Bible out of my trunk '; I always haYe been 

used to read at least a few verses before l 

lie <lmvu to r-;lc"p," asked Anna 1noc.le~tly. 

'' Certai11ly, -:.\Iii:-is Amul; hut yon will 

haxe Ycry r ttle time, for Miss Pahuer i-.: 
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very Pxact in ahvays doing as Rl1c ~ayR, and 
she will take away the candle whether you 
are in heel or not." 

"Well, Hannah, I do not mind. Pray 
give me my Bible. Hannah did aR she 
wished, and Anna began to read; hut Loui
sa talked so much, and so often addrcssecl 
what she said to her, that she found she 
could not attend to a word she read-and 
then Hannah eYery moment reminded her 
that lYiiss Fahner would he coming-Ro that 
at last poor Anna was obliged to s-.hnt her 
I3ihle, and allow Hannah to nndr<\si-- her; 
and she was scarcely in bed whc11 .Mi:-:s Pal
mer entered the room. Louisa, who had dis-_ 
regarded all H:mnah'R exhortatiom; to make 
lu-1Rte, aud wlw Recmed quite a new c~rcainre 
wJ1en no longer iu lier Mamma or l\liRs Pal
mer':;; prcscucc, waR chatting, aud laughing, 
and declaring that it conld not 11e a1>0Ye a 
quarter of an honr since they Juul lcf't the 
Rchool-room, and ouly ahout half uwlre:-.scd. 

" Ver} well, l\Iiss L ot1ii-:a," said .:\fo.;s 
Pal mer, '' I suppose yo11 ]i]n, hei11g- in the 
dark. Come away, llmmah ;" Hll(l !She took 
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the candle, and desiring Hannah to leaYc the 

room before her, immediately followed, clos

ing the door after her, and leaving Louisa 

in the middle of the floor half undressed, and 

in total darkness. 
" Oh l l\Iiss Palmer-if you please ]Vfiss 

Palmer"-exclairncd Louisa; but 1''.liss Pal

mer said not a ,vord in ans1.ver. They licard 

her moving about in her own room, through 

which wai; the only entrance to that in which 

the girls were; but she returned not, and 

J}Oor Louisa had to get into bed, as :tviiss 

Palmer had threatened, the best ,vay she 

could. Anna heard her muttering, " How 

cross ! I shall never get these knots untied 

-what shall I do'?'' 
" Come near, and I shall try to assist you,'' 

said Anna in a whisper. Louisa groped 

about in the dark till she found Anna's bed, 

and then they togcthel' at last succeeded i11 

getting off Louisa's things, during which she 

said to Anna,- · 

"Did you c,·cr sec any one so cross as 

l\Iiss Pal mer is '?" 



" She told you what she lvmd<l do," re~ 
plied Anna. " You know :,;he e,mld not 
l1Clp doing it after she had said she would; 
au<l it was somehody else who wa~ to hlamc 
when you were left in the dark.,, 

"But she might l1ave staid jnst a few 
minutes !" 

"Then she would have hroken lier word/' 
said Anna, "and that ·would have heeu 
much more sinful than le~tYi11g ns in the 
dark." 

Louisa was silent for an instanti then 
said, " I J10pe you like early rising, Auna, 
for you will see l\Iiss Palmer will send 
llanuah to us at six o'clock in the rnoru-. ', rng. 

" And what is the fir~t thing you do in 
tl1e morning ?" asked Anna, in the hope 
that she might hear tl1at the day was at 
least begun as she had been accustomed to 
sec it. 

" Lessons, lessons, lcs~om;, '' replied 
Louisa, " from morning to nigl1t nothi11g 
hut lcssous, aucl sit this way, nnd sit that 
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way, and ,valk so and so, and how awkwarcl 

you are, aud how ungraecfo1, all(l you will 
ncYcr he like l\fiss somebody, or lVIiss t'other 
hody. Oh, how I wish that I was grown 

1111, and then no 1nore Niiss Palmer for ever 
at, my elbow !" 

'- Bnt do you not read God\;; word tho 
first t]iing you do in the morning?" asked 
Auna. " How can you know how to please 
him unless you learn what his ·will is from. 

the Bible?" 
"::.\Iiss Palmer reads a prayer, and one of 

the 1('s:-;ons, eYcry morning," replied Louisa, 
'' hut I ueYer listen, nor know what they arc 
ahout." 

"Aud docs :;\Iiss Palmer not question you 
w]IC'ther you liaYe u11dcrstood what she has 
read?" 

" No, neYer. She is in a hurry to finish 
that we may get to our lessons-grammar, 
geography, French, scribbling, arithmetic, 

long division, and compound muhi1>1ication, 

nrnl parsi11g and spelling-, andjiugle, jingle, 
on the piano-you arc ont of time, and you 
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are out of tune, from the time you rise till 
t b , " you go o cu. 

Anna could not help lang·'1iug. 
" Do uot laugh '; she will h0ar you," 

said Louisa, " and that ,vill bring a les
son on laughing--about loud laughing, 
and Ynlgar laughing--and the pnli:-dicd 
smile, and the genteel laugh. Oh ! if you 
heard how George can mimic l\Iiss Pal mer ; 
hut, goodncE.s, there she is com111g ;" aud 
Louisa hurriedly 0 -roped her way jnto heel· • b • , 

where she was scarec1 y laid, when l\Ii~s 
Palmer, with a candle in her hand, opened 
the door and looked in. 

" Just got into hcd, I perceive," said slic, 
" and your clothes left Rcattcred on the car
pet; pray Miss Louisa, jnHt get up and pnt 
them in their proper place." Loui:m, was ob
liged to obey; hut did so with RO had a gTacc 

-so slmvly, aucl with such a cross expres
sion on her conntcuancc, that ::.\IiRs Palmer, 
:is a punishment, tolcl her, that the fin;t 

thing she shon1d do next morning should be, 
to get a portion of the Bjhle hy heart, to 
tea.ch her to he of a better temper. 
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,vhen l\Iiss Palnwr left the 1·00111, all re-
'I' 
t.. 1naiue(l pcrfoct]y qnict, and Anna remcm-

hcrcd lier wish to pray, hut she did not feel 
sueh confidence in God when she thonght of 
him, as she had hitherto done since her 
Mamma's death; aud when she began to ask 

,, him to torgiYe her for w]iat she had done 
that wai-; wrong, sh<' felt tl,at, during the 

u hu.;t short time in which Louisa had heeu 
•: Hpcaking to her, she had been led into what 

was Yery sinful, in joi11ing in her laugh at 
the pains aucl trouble her governess was 
taking with her ; ancl she prayed God, for 

· Christ's sake, to forgive her, and then again 

I 
'!ll1 

slw felt couficlcncc in God as her Father in 
heaven; and she thought of her Mamma, 
and remembered how she used to teach her 
CYcry thing in such a way that she loved to 
be taught. She remcmhcrccl, too, hmv of
ten her l\Iamma had told her that the only 
return she could make to those who took tlw 
trouble to instruct her, ,vas to love them, 
all(l make it as Pasy as possible for them to 
teach her, hy heiug attentive aud ohcdie11i; 
and while she thought thus, 8hc felt so 
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peaceful an<l happy, that she believed w'11at, 
her lv!amma had often told ,her, that it was 
the Holy Spirit, God's own Spirit, who put 
eYery goocl thought into our hearts, and who 
,,,as " the Comforter, and gaye us peace;'' 
and she prayed God to giye her his Holy 
Spirit, to lead her every. moment to t11ink, 
and desire, and love, what was right, and 
then she repeated to herself her nursery 
lines: 

Now, when I lay me down to sleep, 
I give my soul to Christ to keep; 

,vake I at morn, or wake I never, 

I give my soul to Christ for cYcr: , 

and then she fell into a sweet calm :sleep. 
Next morning all was pretty much as 

Louisa said it would he. The girls were 
called at half-past six o'clock; ~ml, OU going 
into the school-room at seYcn, fouud l\Ii~s 
Palmer ready to recciYc them. Louisa. 
again lmclt at· her lap, and can,le. sly N•peat
ed a prayer. Auna ,i,as directed to follow 
her ; and, wlit'n repeating her morning 
prayer in a i:;;1ow and rcYcrcnt manner, at-

l I 
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1t tempting to enter into the meaning; of what 

i-.hc aid, WI.is~ Palmer ,vhisperecl to her, 

'' Speak a. little C'uieker, my dem·." l\'liss 

Palmer aftcnym•ds read a lesson, and one or 

-~ hvo 1maycrs, in a rapid manucr ; then c1oRing 

: ) the Prayer-book, aucl puttiLg it ~nvay in its 

1,lae0, without attcm1)ting to explain any 

thing Rhc had read, ancl as if the first dnty 

of the day Imel hccu fulfilled, she said, 

" Now, my dears, let us to work;" and 

while ::-;Le was looking for the proper hook 

for Amm to get a lesson in grammar, Anna 

co1ild not help recollecting l1ow often her 

i"1anuna had said to her, t]u.t thcfonn of re

peating vraycr. , aucl the taslt of reading a. 

portion of God's word, while the heart was 

not praying, and whi1c the hem·t was not 

Rocking to understand u1d o1>ey, was a. dar- , 

ing m.oeking of Goel in'>tead of plcm,ing 

him: for that God looked only on the l1eart. 

\\Then l fus Palmer gaxc Anna the lei-;.-;on 

sl1c ,yas to ~ct;· }loor Am1a was so occnpiccl 

y,rith thinking how little ~he] ad begun this 

morning as J:,,r own l\fomma had ehargcd 

l1i'r to c1o, and i11 trying to nnd !:-OlllCtliiug 
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to E-iay wl1ieh might induce l\1iss Palmer to 
allow her to rctm·u to her little room for 
half au hour, that she might l'<'ally pray 
and read, tliat she finite forgot J1e.r lesson, 
and was ron~cd from lier tho11gl1t~ hy l\1is:-; 
Palmer saying, withmnch cfo,pleasnr", "l\iif-s 
Anna, what are You about? ,vJwn ,Jo , -01 · . . 
expect to h:we your les8on, if you :.;it dn'mn-, 
ing in that manner?" 

Anna dare<l not Ycntnrc to "'-ay any thing 
when i\fii;:i;; Palmer sccme<l so mu('lt displeas
ed, lmt her tl1011ghts were so m11<·]1 taken 
up with thP idea tliat sl1c ha<l disohc) c<l hc1· 
i\Ianuna'&:: ]a).;t wii;;lH's, that ).;l1e got lier le. -
Ron very ill, and then .Mi s Palnwr was st.ill 
more di::-pleasecl, awl tJw H<' .. ·t lesson was 110 
hcttrr-or t]1c ucxt, aucl poor An:ua w:1s ju 
cfo,graee moi--t vart of t1H' day. N_c .. \:t day
wa:.; spent mnclt iu t11c same way, aud Am1a 
hcg:m to f'epl P'ry m1liappy. S11<' 'had not 
yd got hcnno11rning <ln•f;s, ,~11(1, .is there was 
compa11y cm1sta11t Iy with h,•r A11JJ1, i-:lH' liad 
11ot li<>c•11 a1lmvPd 1o eome down ,,tairn. I lc•r 
l) ucl,, liad, mt 1 lie fi r~t day of ht>r arriva !, :md 
'it('h <hi '8jll("(', ('Ulllr. tP the , chool-ruom sc-
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vcral times to pay her visit~, and had heen 
:;;o kind to her that she already began to lon~ 

him, and she now thought of a plan that sho 
n, detcrmine<.l to ask his permission to put 
~ into c. ·ccntiou. Anna had obserYed, that 

there wa~, next to the school-room, a ]a1·gc 
1 hed-ro~n1 in which no one slept; an(l she 

thought, that jf she could get her Uncle's 
permission, she would aisk Hannah to ·wak{? 

aud tlress her half an hour earlier than Lon-
. i8a, and then Hhe would g·o juto that empty 

bed-room, and pray to God a.lone, au(l read 
the Bihle, m; her 1'-Iamma had cliargcd her 

II'' 

to do, and be ready to joiu l\Iiss Palmer and 

':\ Louisa, at the usual time. Full of this plau, 
A1111a, t lte 1tc.xt time her Uncle came iuto 
tl1e :;;cJ10ol, rau joyfully to receiYc him. 

'" " ' ell, my little A.1 na, how arc you'! 
r.. \Vc1l, and happy, I hope," said her Uuclc>, 

itliug down, and t.akiug her on his knee. 
' You arc still a priRoncr np here, I Grnl. 

: I That drp~;;;-maker i,· a 11aughty wonum." 

4. ,. 1 have a gT<'at f,l\'Olll' to a~k or you, Ull-
(•lp;' wlii :.;pen·(l -\nna into lii.s car. 

F 
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"vVhat is it, my love? a~k any th1ng· you 
choose. Is it a, Rccrct '? Pray, ~fiss Palmer, 

take away Jane and l\foriannc, a1.1d leave 

us for a little." 
l\'Iiss Pahner did not look qnitc pleased, 

hut did as i.;he was directed, aud wht·n she 
,1·as gone, Anna told her Uue},, about her 

Mamma's last illness, and hm;· sl1e had sent 

for her just hcforc she died, aucl the three 

things she had chaTgcd her to remember; 

"and, iuclccd, ruclc," conti1med An:aa, "I 

cannot ohcy my own dt•ar l\'famm..:. if Inc
Yer am one moment alone, aJl(l rw Ym• cYcn 

aHmvcd to read the Bih1c, and then when 

the las.t day comes, aud l\[anuua i$ on the 
riµ:ht hm1d, and looks for me, v,r]1crc shall I 

he'?" and then poor Anna could 11ot keep 

from erying arnl sohhiug. 
Her Unde kjssed her, and pres~e<l her to 

his bosom. " Yon arc your FathN's own 

<·11ild, .. A . .nua," said Le. " He use{l, from a 
])Oy, always to be talk1J1g iu tLat way; and, 
thong·h I think it all uoni;;cus(', at your ag-c, 

to he mak1Hg your:-:cl f melancholy with suC'h 
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things, still, for his ~mke, and as his Father, 
who v.-as far better than I am, let hin1 do as 
he chose, you too, Anna, shall have your 

own way ; so tell me, my love, what you 

Amm clasped her arms round her Uncle's 
11eck. "Dear; dear Uncle, how good yon 
are! TJiis is ";hat I wish; you know there 
is nobody sleeps in th9 bed-room next the 

r' school-room, and if you ,vould allow me to 
g<> in there alone everymorning, and put my 
Dible in one of the drawers, and lock it, and 
keep the key, and Hannah to wake ancl chess 
inc half an hour mulicr than Louisa, and 
tcll l\Ii8s Palmc1: not to be angry, for you 
allowed me." 

" Yes, yes, my love, I shall settle it all; 
call ~!i8s Palmer, and I shall tell her ahout 
it." Anna ran joyfn1ly to tell i\liss Palmer 

to come, and her Uncle directed all to he as 

11
: she wished, and left Anna quite happy. 

Next morning- IIauuah came at the time 
:;r• :;;he had been dc:.-:ircd, arnl.A.nna movcda1wut 

<1nite softly, that she might not wake Loni
~m. Then, taking her Bihl~, wcut into the 
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empty heel-room, and bolted the door; and 
then she remembered that she was alone 
with Goel; and she loYecl to think that it 
,vas so ; and she prayed to Him as to a fa
ther, and tried to recollect and confess what 
she had done wrong, that she mjght ask 
God to wash away all her sins in the blood 
of Christ. And then she belieYed that they 
were all washed away; and she prayed for 
God's Holy Spirit to guide her every mo
ment, and to teach her to understand God's 
word : and then she read, and understood 
some, though not much ; hut what i,;}rn un
derstood she read over two or tln-ec timm~ 
that she mjght remember it. And she also 
chose a chapter, that she might hcgiu to 
eommit it to memory, as she used to do w1th 
l 1cr own lVIamma; aud sJ 1c 1 tad got two Ycrscs, 

aud was just gcttiug a third, when Hannah 
came to tltc door i.o say l\Iiss Louisa was 
clrcf-scd; and then Amm J1astcned, with a 
]wart as happy and peacefnl as poi,;sihle, to 
go to J,er le-'son~. .Aud tJwugh l"\iiss Palmer , 
n•ad the Scriptures alHl praycri.; so fi1st, she 
~tj]J heard somethilig 81ic could urnlers1and. 
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Anna's lc·~s--mt,; this da,y ,,Trc so well got, 

that 1\Iiss Palmer was again quite p1cascd 

with her; arnl s1,c Juul some time also to as

sist poor little· l\'Iarianuc. Louisa spent a 

part of every forenoon with her Mamm.a, 

which Anna would also have done, .as Aunt 

Ro.:-s thon~ht she could herself hest tc<tdl 
L) 

little girls how to be 1)olitc, ancl w·hat to sa.y 

when auy 011c who callccl spoke to them ; 

ancl so on : hut as Amm had not got her 

1nonruiug d1·e. s, Aunt Ross said she was un

fit to be seen. On this day, however, Anna'!-. 

dress at last arrived ; arnl Aunt Ross her

self came up stairs to sec how it fitted, 

aml said so 1nuch about cYery part of it, 

that voor Auna could not keep from cry

ing; for the dark dress only reminded her 

that her own i ,Iamma was gone to another 

worl<l. 
Aunt Ross chid Anna for being such a 

baby as to c1T at every t)tinrr, an(l then de-
• ,I • 0 

~ir~<1 tl1a.t she shoul(l dry up her tears, and 

accomvany her to the dra.wiug-room. 

There wa~ nothing in the worlcl Annt, 

Ro~s desired more, than what she considered 

J:" 2 
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the good of her ehildr<>n; and i:-hc fp}t r1nite 
disposed to aflopt the littJc orphau .A.mm 
into hci: family, ancl he. 'tow a portion of her 
r·arcs on her. Iudec<l, a.s superintending the 
cdncatiou of cJ1ildreu was what she supposed 
hen;elf peculiarly capable of pcrformjng, it 
·was rather agreeabJc to her to J1a,·c one 
more added to the numher of those wJ10 
~he hoped would, on a fntnre clay, proyo 
the superiority of her mode of cdncatiou. 
"\Viih this encl in Yfow, Aunt Ross spared 
herself no trouhlc which she thought conlcl 
promote it. Her great aim was, that her 
yonug people sl,ould he genteel, fa.·J1ionaJJle, 
all(l accomplished. Nothing, howeyer, is 
more difficult than to define what it is to he 
genteel aud fasl1ionalJle. Aunt Ross s11p
posed she ·was a perfod, j ndge on these im
portaut subjects; hnt many other fashion, 
ahlc ladies ,vonld J1avc Jaughe<l at Annt 
Ross's notions, and eonsiden•d her a vulg-m· 
1twl<•r-hrcd woman; ,d1il,,, perli,q1s, these 
YPry ladi1•s them!--dYc', ,nrn]d, i11 theh· turn, 
he J1cld in Sl'<>l'H J,y otlit•rs. One of Aunt 
Hoss's method~ of formi11g, as ~J,c said, the 
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mannm·is of lier young people, lvas to mako 
them pass two hours in the drawiug-room 
on those forenoons in which she remained 
at home, to receive such visitors as might 
1mppcn to ca11. It was for this purpose 
that Anna was now desired to follow her 
Aunt to the drawing-room. On arriving· 
there, Auna and her Cousin were desired 
to scat themselves iu a window, and occupy 
their time in getting a lesson for their 
Italian master: hut when any person call1 eel to whom Aunt Ross introduced them, 
to he attcntiyc in remarking their manners, 
their style of address, and so on. "If I 
,lo notiutroclucc yon to ally visitor, Anna," 
said Aunt Ross, " you may suppose that I 
do uot wish you to imitate the manners of 
that person, and you may just go on with 
your lesson." Such were Annt Ross's in
structions ; and Anua was thinking them 
OYer, that she might he ready to ohey 
then1, when a scn·:-mt opened the drawing
room <lour, and announced, '' Mrs Elford," 
aHd a plcasi11g-looking elderly lady entered. 

".1\lr:-; Elford ! How do you do ?" said 
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Aunt Ross, bat withont sc~ming yc1·y happy j 111 

to see her, "How is 1Ir Elford, and your 

young people?" "All well, tlt~rnk God," 

replied ~Irs Elford; and thcu, looking smil

ingly to Anna and Louisa, " I hope you aTe 

both well, my dears?" 

Anna, ·who had been taught hy her Mam

ma, that the only ,vcty to he truly polite, 

was to obey God's commaucl, to love cYery 

one, and to feel gratific(l for CYC'ry mark 

of kincb1ess from other•., immediately ro:-:c 

and hastened to give her hmd to 1\1:n:; 

E]ford, aud looked plcai-.ccl and g-rat<,fnl frlr 

11cr notice, while Lonii.;a cli<l uot Yelltnre 

to ·lcaYc hrr scat, till lier :Vlamnrn $;ai<l ('Ol<l

Jy, "Come and . JHmk to :;.\lrs E1for,l, ... ny 

clear." She then approached, hnt lWrB El

ford did not seem now to oh.,crYc Jwr, heing 

,vholly occupied with Am1a. She had drawn 

tlic grateful-looking, smilillg little orphan, 

into her ki111l ho~om, and wa~ now <·arnR8j11g , I 

her as she talked to her, while a tear some- . 1 

times Rtoocl jn hPr nye. 

'' ,vi]] you come an<l sec me my love ? . . 
I haYe many yonrig )coplc at home: and I , 



AKNA ROSS. 

r am sure they will all be most happy to sec 

you." 
" I shall like very much to come, I am 

:-:ure," replied Anna, drawing the kind Mrs 

Elforcl' s hand closer round her waist, " if 
Aunt will allow me." 

" I allow of Yery little Yisiting," said 
"'" .,._ AuntRosi,;, ch-yly, "hut we shall think about 

it; and now you may return to your les
sons." 

Anna was again kissed by Mrs Elford, 

and then obeyed her Aunt. · 

:\Vhen the two little girls had resumed 

their scats, 1\Irs Elford asked Mrs Ross 

in what church she had decided to take a 
pew. 

" Not in the one you aclYised, Mrs El

ford," replied 1\'Irs Ross. " I found on in

quiry that scarcely any genteel people sat 
there." 

"I did not say genteel people sat there," 

~ replied ~Irs Elford; " I saic.l the Gospel 
wa:-:; pm·Qly preached there ; arnl the ekrgy
ma11 so plaiu iu hiH i;;tyle, and at tl1e same 

~)\l • 

, tnnc so attractiYc alHl 1>cnmasi ve ill his 
/ltl 



70 

manner, that I thought your young p<.1ovlc 
would loYe l1irn, and listen with attc11ti<.;11 
to him, as I find mine do." 

" Oh, I , hope my young people arc 100 

well instructed, not to listen to auy elm·gy
man their parents take them to hear," re
plied Aunt Ross, 1" hut I do not choose them 
t-0 go where Eo fow genteel people think of 
going. I have dcci<lcd on ta.kiug a. pew 
either in St George's Church, or in one 
of the Church of England Chapels; but 
I think the latter, because, though I un
derstand St Gco1·gc's is cro-,vdecl with the 
genteelest people, I a n told the clergyman 
is very uncharitable in his style of preach
ing, always addressing even his congrega
tion as if they were irreligi.ous peopJc, 
which I think is ciuite contrary to the mild
ness and charity inculcated by the Chri~tiau 
religion." 

Mrs Elford was beginning to auswc1· 
Aunt Ross, when the door wa · again thrown 
open, · aud the :-:ervaut annonrn:c.d, , ; L arly 
Aldcrl-iton," .~ml l\irs Ho~s was immed1atd y 
ju i:iuch a hustle to rccciYc thi~, a~ she 

} . 
"''· ' 

It 
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r thought, fashionable visitor, that she seemell 

quite to forget 1\'frs Elford. That good 

lady, lHnYeYer, quietly rose to take leave, 

and, before going, ·went to the window 

where tlie little girls were sitting, again 

kind1y inYitecl Anna to Yisit her ; and then, 

hi.hug a pretty little hook from her pocket, 

gayc it to her, saying, "Ask your Aunt's 

i' le.aye, 111y loYc, aud tlwn read this little 
11!:' hook. I am sure you ,vill likc it." 

·it Anna thanke(l r~Irs Elford very grate

..... · fnBy, and then, though she longed very 

• much to look at the kind lady's gift, she 
-' 
JI put it a8idc till she 1.~lwuld ask her Aunt's 

l· 
leaxc. 

It had tnken all this time for Lady Al

der ·ton to corn.e up stairs. At last she en

tc•red-a lady so fo.t~ i;hc seemed scarcely 

ah1c to vrnlk, dressed out in the 1nost fan
tasti-- s,ylc, and accomphnicd hy a little 

dug quit• a-, fi.t, ,vhieh came into the room 

pnHiug- and ,vhceziug, a.ml immc<-liately 

RfjnaUed itr,elf down on tbe Tug-. Lacly 

Aldcrstou ~1~nk do-..·m on a i,:;ofa; and i\fri::; 

Tioi::s called 1o Loui1:m, to hriug a footstool, 

LJJHl hf'r~e1f placed a cushion: aHd at Ja:-:;t 
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tho po01· lady scemc<l tolcrahl y comfurt
ahlc.. 

"Allow me to introduce my nieec to you, 
my elem· Lady Aldcrst011," said Aunt Hoss, 
looking towards Anna, who inunecliatclr 
approached. Lady Aldcrstun looked earc
lessly at her for a moment. 

" A fiuc child, l\Irs Ross. Prny Jmve 
you got the French g<n'Cl'IH'ss you Wl'n~ iu 
quest of?" and she took no more notice or 
Auua, ·who retnruccl to her seat iu the win
dow rather mortificcl,-hut n•co1lccti11g lier 
Annt'i:; iuj unction to pay particular at te11tioH 
t~ the maimers of tho:se to wlwm :--lie was 
iutrodncccl. Lady Aldcrston spoke of the 
Theatre, and of partic:-;, awl of halls, aud of 
young ladies who had corne out, awl of 
Lord lhis, aud Lonl tliat, and ~i1· .JoJrn 
and Sir Thomas, all(l Lady l\1- m1cl 
Lady S----, the ou<•'i-- <',,rriage, and the 
(1tl1er's beantit'ul suite of rooms. Awl • lrs 
Boss ~c<•nw<l deJiglttcd, arnl poor AllJJa li:--t
m1e(l as · sJ,c was clt>sin•d, wJ1ilc> lwr 1itt1<· 
fa<'e he<'aHH' <'olondcs:-., a11d she ya w1w,l 
CY<'ry miuufe, awl waR at. last q1ti1c happy 

'I 

et 
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to hear another visitor announced, and then 
another, and another : but Lady Alder
ston sat on, and she still was obliged to 
listen. She was introcluced by her Aunt to 
several other visitors; but the two hours in 
the dra,ving-room seemed to Anna the long
est she had ever spent in her life, and she 
felt quite rejoiced when her Aunt permittecl 
her and Louisa to return to the school-room. 
As they went, Louisa whispered to her, 
" You know, Anna, we are to imitate Lady 
Alderston, now see how well I can obey 
Mamma ;" and then she walked exactly like 
her, imitating every motion, till she reached 

i the school-room door. She threw it open, 
• f and called out, "Lady Alderston," and 

then waddled into the room, and sunk down 
on a chair, pretending to pant for breath 
as she had done. Anna coulcl not help 

,, laughing, yet she felt that she was wrong 
in doing so, for her l\iamma had often told 

•.,. her that those who ridiculed others for per-
.,,, sonal defects, which they could not help, 

mocked not at them, but at their Creator. 
Anna, too, had observed that 1.\liss Palmc1 

G 
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herself liad turned away her head to con

ceal the laugh she could not suppress ; yet 

Anna continued to laugh, while something 

within was checking her all the ,vhi1c. 

:i.\Iiss Palmer, howeYer, soon recoyercd her 

self-command, aud told Louisa she would 

haYe uo more such fooling; hut tJ1is was 

a1l slie said. And when Anna wm: at last 

quietly again set to her lesson., instead of 

attending to them, she began to think how 

clifferently her own l\Iamma would ha,·e 

,·iewed such conduct; and sJic said within 

her heart, "How shall I learn to he good 

now? Nobody here is like iianuna." Then 

she remembered that God's word would 

teach her how to he good; and that Goel 

himself would assist her if she asked him, 

for he had promised to giYe his Spirit to 

tho e who asked him ; and as sJ1e sat with 

her head leaning oyer her grammar, she in 

her heart prayed to God to forgiYe her, and 

giYc her 1iis 8pirit, to lead lier to do and 

'think what was right : 1aJ1d t1u.•n sl1c frlt 

q nit t' happy. and lwgau to gl't la•r lessons 

with a light aud c-lt<•erfol heal't, 
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Auna had not forgot her little book ; and 
the first time she again saw her Aunt, she 
asked her permission to reacl it. 

" "\Vhat is it, child ?" asked Aunt Ross. 
" I have not looked at it without your 

~,,11 I leave, Aunt," replied Anna, putting the book 
~.- into her hand. 

1 "Very right, my dear." And her Aunt Jit~I; 

, / opened the book, and looked at the title-
' ,r 11age, " A Help for the Young and Ignorant 
li;Jii to understand the Scriptur(!'t" Mrs Ross 
',hin smiled contemptuously. " Poor l\1rs El-

ford ,,, said she, " does she really think chil
';" dren will read such books !" then giving it 
u hack to Anna, " Read as much as you can 

)\l)C 

fJ of it, my dear. I give you free leave. It 
::11J, will not be much." Anna thought very dif-

ferently. She just wished for some hel1> ; to 
,~ to understand the word of God, and she 

f,,. 
~ c·arried up her little book, and as she put it 

'

11 

~ , into the drawer beside her Bible in the 
ll'' 

! ~mnty bed-room, she thanked God for hav-iiur l' 

1
,1t ing pnt it into Mrs Elford's heart to give 
. her 1mc-h a precious little book; and next 

morniug wheu she went alone to read and 
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pray, she found that it assisted her Yery 
much to understand what she had never un
clerstood before. 

One day of Anna's life at her Aunt's was 
very much like every day. Lessons, lessons, 
as Louisa had said, from morning to night
or sitting in the drawing-room-or a formal 
walk with Miss Palmer. No person in her 
Uncle's house seemed, from one end of the 
day to the other, .to recollect that there was 
another world--two other worlds rather, to 
one of which every man, woman, or child, is 
on the way. One world where God is, and 
where good angels, and the spirits of holy 
people are. Another world, to which those 
who forget God are on their way, where 
Satan is, and wretched spirits, and unholy 
souls of men, and women, and children; 
where there is no hope ! where there is no
thing but pain, and horror, and misery, and 
darkness, for ever and ever! but Uncle 
Ross, nor Aunt Ross, nor Miss Palmer, nor 
her Cousins-no one seemed to recollect 
these two worlds. Her Uncle looked old, 
and had grey hairs ; but he never seemed 

.;: rr 
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to think of any other world than this which 

he must leave so soon. He scarcely ever went 

to church. He never taught his ehi]clreu or 

J1is scrYants any thing about Goel. Ile of

ten, when he spoke, took God's name in 

vain. And Aunt Ross, whatever she did, 

it wa8 always to do as other people did. 

EYcry one docs so and so, was a sufficient 

reason for her doing any thing she wished 

to do. She never seemed to recollect that 

God had given us his ·worcl to tell us what 

we ought to do, and that, at last, every one 

should he j udgecl according to it. In educat

ing her children she seemed to think they 

were to li Ye for ever in this world ; for she 

only aimed at preparing them to take a part 

iu those things which belong only to this 

life. i\liss Palmer aho, after the quart<'r of 

au hour she spent in reading a lesson and 

one or two prayers in the morning, seemed 

to forget that God saw her and her pupils 

every moment; and that, while she was, 

hour after ]10ur, urging them on in their 

ac(1uiremc11ts of such things as were of 110 

Yalne in his siglit, she was neglecting his 
G 2 
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command, to train up children in "the nur
ture and admonition of the Lord," to teach 
them to " Remember their Creator in 
the days of their youth," and to tell them 
that those who sought God early should find 
him. If Anna tried to talk to her Cousin 
Louisa about God, or Jesus her Saviour, or 
heaven, Louisa would get mvay from such 
subjects as soon as she could, and try to do 
or say something to make Anna laugh, for 
nobody, she said, spoke of such things except 
when they were melancholy. Poor little 
Marianne was the only person in the family 
who seemed to love such subjects. She was 
very sickly, and often confined for most of 
the day to her little crib, to avoid catch
ing cold; which, from having been born in 
a warm climate, ancl spending her infancy 
there, she did Yery easily. ,vlicn slie was 
so confined, Anna went to her whcneYcr she 
was permitted, and the poor little thing 
soon loYccl Anna better than all the world 
besides, and would listen to any thing she 
told her, and loYed to hear of that Saviour 
who came into the world to save lost sin-

" t 
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uers, and who loved children, and took them 
in his arms, and blessed them. She also was 
taught by Anna to pray to this Saviour, and 

Ill to repeat some hymns which 1nentioned his 
d love and goodness to children; and little 
,n Marianne would sometimes say, " I am so 
or often sick, Anna, that perhaps I may die 
., soon, and go to Jesus, and to your Mamma." 
r And then Anna and she would talk about 

'\ 
I 

what Jesus hacl clone for them that they 
might get to heaven-how he had shed his 
own blood, and died a death so painful, that 
they might never be punished for the sins 
they had committed, ancl how he had pro
mised to send his Holy Spirit into their 
hearts to make them holy, and fit to live in 
heaven with him for ever. And little Mari
anne would say, "I loYe God for making 
me sick, for I never should have known 
about Jesus my Saviour unless I had been 
confined to bed, and you, Anna, had come to 
watch me and teach me. After these times 
of sickness, Miss Palmer and every one re
markccl what a good, industrious little girl 
Marianne was. 
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i\:Iontl, after month passed away iu the 

Rame manner at Uncle Ross's. Auna hacl 

hecome a fayourite with cYery one, as we11 

as with l\iarianne. Uncle Ross i-ai<l he 

Joyed her, because she was alway:; iH good 

lrnmom·, and because she ,vas i,;o kind to 

his poor little l\Iarianne. Aunt Ro:-s 1oYecl 

her, because a11 her masters praised lier for 

her docility and attention; and hecausc she 

danced gracefully, and played well for her 

age on the piano-forte, and came iuto tl1c 

drawing-roomquitewitl1 the air of a fashiou

ahlc little girl ; aml she ucYer was rude or 

tmgcnteel; and she liad improYed so a:--to11-

isl1iugly in all the~e irn portant things siuec 

sl1e Jm<l. been nuder her eure. ~Iiss Palmer 

Joyed her, because she gave her little: trou

ble. Louisa loYed her, hecau:e sl1P was 

good-natured, and always assisted in getti11g 

lier out of the scrapes her loYe for ridiculr, 

and idleness, aucl gidcliue:--s, were coutimrnl

Jy bringing her into. Jm1e Joyed lier, h(•

cause slic never langh(•<l. at lier stupidity, 

"hich all the others did : allCl George lonicl 

her for all the reasons the others lon•d her; 
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and po01· Anna's heart began to be puffed 
up with pride, for it is much easier for the 
human heart to continue soft and humble 
when in sadness and misfortune, than when 

all things are prosperous and happy. Poor 
Anna began to like to hear herself called 
graceful, and clever, and good-natured. She 
tried to be more graceful, and exerted her
self to excel all the other little girls who 
were attended by the same masters ; not 
that she might please God,-not that she 
might prepare to meet her Mamma at the 
last day, but that she might hear it said 
that she was the cleverest of all Mr 
B---'s scholars, or the most graceful 
dancer at ].\'lr R---' s school, or the first 
in her class somewhere else; and all this, 
instead of being pleasing to God, only made 
her proud; and pride is the most hateful 
of all things in his sight. "\Vhen Anna 
began to be proud, however, and to think 
highly of herself, she began also to think 
less of God, and of hcaYen, and of her 
l\lamma. She still continued to 1n·ay morn
ing and cyening, and to go alone to read 
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the Bible, and good I\frs Elford's little 
book; but sh<' both read and prayed care
lessly. Anna now looked upon l1erself as 
good and cleYer, and trusted to J1erself; 
and she had forgot that it was God who had 
given her any powers she had, and who 
had giyen her health, and friencfa, and all 
things. 

Anna ,vas in this state of mind when poor 
little l\'.Iarianne caught the measles. It was 
not certain that Anna eyer had the com
plaint, and she was therefore completely se
p~trated from her little Cousin, as Aunt Ross 
said it would be quite a pity to stop all her 
lessons, and eYery thing, when she was im
proYing so rapicliy, by exposing her to the 
infection; Anna, howeYer, was grieved not 
to see Marianne, and she now felt that Fihc 

loYccl her more dearly than all the others; 
but Aunt Ross, or Uncle Ross, wOL1]d not he 
preYailed on to suffer her to go to tl1e poor 
little girl. ::\Iarianne ,va.;; very ill, and many 
Doctors were called in, aud Amrn Raw tl1at 
h<'r Uncle was very m1eaRy, for slic oh~crvccl 
him one time, when he came out of .Ma-
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rianne\; room, wiping his eyes as he went 

clo,vn stain;;; but still she could not get per

mission to see her. Anna prayed to God 

that lVIarianne might recover, but she now 

found that she could not pray as she used to 

do. She remembered, that for many morn

ings and evenings she had prayed to God 
with her lips while her heart was far from 

Him; and now, when she wished to pray to 

Him from her heart, she could only rcmem

her how sinful and ungrateful she had been, 

and sJ1e could not helieYe that God would 
listen to her, or regard her, except with dis

pleasure. She was Yery unhappy, and wish
ed that she could be alone for a long time, 

that she might think over the past, and con

l'e8s her sins to God, and remember what her 

dear ~Ianuna m;cd to say to her, and to read 

those passages in the Bible, which she now 
remembered to have noticed when she was 

reading, in which it was said, "Return ve 
backsliding children, and I will receive yot;," 
saith the Lord, or some such words; lmt 

.. '-\mm conld Jl()t get aloHc, for Annt Ross 
had <h•sircd that the lc::;;son~ should go on as 
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usual; and while Anna was thinking on these 
things, she was, at the same time, attempt
ing at intervals to note down a task of mu
sic. She was also listening to every foot
step which passed to Marianne's room, and, 
on Miss Palmer's leaving the apartment in 
which they were, Anna, forgetting eYery 
thing but her anxiety to lJCar of her little 
Cousin, slipped to the door, in the hope that 
she might sec some one who could tell her 
about her. Just on opening the door, she 
saw a maid-servant come out of Marianne's 
room at the other end of the passage, and on 
going softly towards her, observed that she . 
was weepmg. 

"What is the matter, Hannah?" asked 
Anna, fearfully, "Why do you cry so much?" 

" Oh, \{iss Anna, who could help crying 
that saw that sweet child !" and Hannah 
burst again into tears, and covered her face 
with her apron. 

" Is Marianne so ill, Hannah ?" asked 
Anna, beginning to cry also. 

" Y cs, Miss Anna, she is ilJ, very ill; but 
it. is not that: I have often seen illness he-
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fore; but to see that young, young thing, 
with its little thin white hands clasped toge
ther, and praying with such a solemn heaven
ly look in its innocent face! Oh, I could not 
stay-it made me seem to myself-I cannot 
foll what-so sinful"-and Hannah cried 
and sobbed_ again. 

" ""\,Vas Marianne praying to be well, Han
nah ?" asked Anna. 

" No, l\iiiss Anna. She was praying to 
Jesus to wash away her sins, and take her to 
heaven to be with Himself; and to come 
quickly and take her ; and she prayed for 
you too, Miss Anna, and called you her 
dear, dear teacher; and for her 1\'1amma, and 
cYcry one ; and she saicl to me that she was 
going to where your l\ilamma was." At this 
moment l\1iss Palmer appeared, on her re
turn to the school-room. She reproYed An
na for having left it, and, as a punishment, 
increased her task. 

In the eYening the children were inform
ell by their l\fannna, that their little sister 
~larianue was an angel in heaYen. Tliat 
they mwst he good children, aud they too 

H 
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,voul<lgo tlterc whe11 they djcd. Aunt Hoss 
could not Rpcak withont crying, arnl ::--lw 

kiR:;:ed them all kindly, an<l tlH'n lt>f't them. 
Next day tlie whole family J<,ft tow11, and 

went to a house a few mile:,:; in the co1rntry. 

UucJc Ross looked Yery sad; hut a uumht'l' 

of his friends came to sec him, and they took 
him out, mid they staid with him, and talk-

~ I 

eel ,vith him, and did ail they could to mak\, 

]1im forget J1is poor little l\'Iariaunc, a11d Jw 
comforted. Aunt Rm;~'s friell(ls a1~o earne 

to see her, and tlic children "·e,·c allow<•tl to 

he constantly out 111 the pr<'ttr ph'aSlll"l' 

grounds, and to forget c,·cry thi11g iu 1 lie 

noYelty of the scene. Georg<' 1·ccPi w•tl a 

hc•antiful little pony in a pr~scnt from a 
g<'ntleman, a friend of liis Papa'~, all<l IH'
forn a fort11igl1t had pa!-:secl, poor littl<• iWa
riannc seemed forgottl'n, except by .Amta: 
hnt Anmt hacl 8pent thi:;; fort11igJ1t YN.\' dif'. .. 
frrently from the other~. ,v1w11 she fo111H1 
!she mjght spend hel' time pretty mtt<'h as 

slie chose, she had fonud a q1iiP1 pn•tt_r 
howcr in the garden to wl1i,·h :::ii<' bi,l ri'fi1·

erl (1\'C'r_\f day; and wl1il,~ Gc•nrg,1 ~~nd Loui,..a 

;, 1 
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were going to eYery part of the grounds in 
t-;Careh ofnoYcltyor amusement,or disputing 

which should ride on George's pony, Anna 
was trying to recollect the instructions her 

own l\!lamma used to giYe her, and remem
bering how sinful she had been, and praying 

to Goel to forgive her, and thinking of little 
Marianne, and repeating to herself those pas

sages of Scripttu-e she had learned. When she 
had occupied herself in this way till she 

found her heart again loving Goel and Jc
i-us, and trusting in Him, then she would 

join her cousins. 
At the encl of the fortnight the family 

again returned to town. The chilclren were 
told neYer to mention 1\iarianne's name be
fore their Papa or Mamma. Lessons and 

1nMters were all again as before ; and cYery 
thing was done to make every one forget 
that there had been death or sorrow in the 
honsc. ,vhen God scuds a:flliction, however, 
it is in mercy, to make people consider, and 
rememher 1liat, th('y mrn,t die, and prepare 
for it : and ,vlicn people do not attcll(l to 

what God docs, hnt turn away from Him, 
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and forget Him, then He turns away from 
them, and ceases to send His Holy Spirit to 
put good thoughts or good desires into their 
hearts; and then Satan, and their own sin
ful natures make them worse, and more 
forgetful of God, and more disobedient to 
Him than ever. So it was at Uncle Ross's. 
Uncle Ross himself now never went to church 
at all, and was sometimes so cross that no
bo.dy could please him, and then he would 
take God's name in vain when he found 
fault with every one, and would curse his 
servants. George, too, imitated his Father, 
and never would enter church, but spent the 
Lord's Day in riding on his pony, or walk
ing with other thoughtless sinful boys, or 
reading any foolish story book, or torment
ing Anna; for though he was always kind 
and affectionate to her on other days, he 
could not bear to see her slip away from the 

· drawing-room, that she might be alone on 
the Sabbath evenings; and he would take a 
hunting whip he had, with a loud whistle at 
the handle, and he would keep whistling at 
the back of her door, till the whole house 
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ruug. His Mamma reproYed him for mak

i11g· such an intolerable noise, but his Papa 

011ly laughed, and said it was just what he 

nse<l to do hinu;clf to Anna's Father. Poor 

Amm eould not read or pray in such a noise, 

and she wou1d he often weeping inside the 

room while George was amusing· himse1f 

without; and she would sav in lier heart, . 
" Oh, God, how can I he good?" and she 

would even sometimes wish that she might 

die like 1\'1arianne, and go where every one 

was good; but then she would be afraid; 

for Anna's heart washy nahue sinful, like' 

all other 11earts, and ~he was so often led to 

do what she knew to he ·wrong, that she 

sometimes feared that she ,-vas not really a 

child of God. She still was often proucl of 

the vraiscs she received, ancl often <'ager to 

excel lier companions, and fc1t elated when 

she did so, and despised others, and sl1e 

1rncw all thii-- to he yery sinfu1 ; but she so 

eoni-;tantly heard her Annt, aud :Miss Pal

mer, an<l every 011e talk, as if g·oodne~s con

~i,,ted in haYing lc'ssons most perfectly, aud 

i11 clanciug gracefully, and in being fashiou-

n 2 
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able in manner, and playing lvell, and as if 
nothing was so wrong as being the most 
stupid girl in the class, or dancing ill, or 
being awkward, or shy, or vulgar, that poor 
Anna scarcely could distinguish now what 
was right and wrong, at least what her own 
Mamma would have considered right and 
wrong, as the Bible taught. 

Poor Anna was in this dangerot .. s state, 
when, one day while she was in the draw
ing-room, her Aunt Ross received a letter, 
·which seemed to displease her Yery much. 
After reading it more than once, she threw 
it on the table, saying-" How pro-voking ! 
I had quite forgot that tiresome, yu]gar 
Uncle." Then, turning to Anna, she said, 
"Here is a letter from your Uncle l\Iurray, 
my dear, to remind me, as he says, that the 
sixmonths you were to spend with us is now 
elapsed, and that he will be here himself in 
two days to take you home ,vith him for the 
next six months. I am quite vexed at this," 
continued Aunt Ross, looking very much 
displeased. " You will lose eYcry thing 
you have got. I haYc done all I could to 
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improve you. Your Uncle has determined 
to add to your fortune, so as to make it equal 

t-0 Louisa's. You are two of the most ele

gant little girls to be seen-every one says 
so ; and to take you away to live at a Scotch 

minister's! Vulgar people, without fortune, 
or any advantage ; and to associate with 

their rude, hobbish boys. How could your 

parents make such a will !" 
"J\iamma loved Uncle Murray," said An

na, who never could bear to hear any re
flection thrown on her own Mamma. "Well, 

well," replied Aunt Ross, "yotll' Mamma 
had some strange notions; but what is to be 
done now ? I would not for the world you 
should lose all the ad--rantages you have got 

with me; and six months is such a time at 

your age. All the other little girls will get 
before you, and Louisa never attended to 
any thing half so well till you came. ,VJrnt 

shall I do?" Aunt Ross thought for a lit
tle, then said, joyfully, "Ah! that will do! 
Miss Palmer shall go with you; and I can 
get another governess for Louisa, who I can 

myself superintend; and he-r French gover-
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ness is to be with us immediately. That 
will do delightfully, and as much as possi
ble counteract the evil you would acquire 
at your UncJc's. Poor J\lliss Palmer, to be 
sure, wi1l not like to bury herself in such a 

place ; but your uncle will increase her sa
lary for the time. You may go to the school
room, my dears, for I must settle all this 
immediately; so Aunt Ross nmg the bell, 
and desired the servant to tell a liP, and say 
she was not at home, though she was ; and 
the children went off to the school-room. 

Every one ,vas angry at Anna's Pncle 
for coming to take her a,vay. UncJe Ross 
vowed she should not go, for he could not 
live without his pretty, good-natured, cheer
ful little Anna; and then he said, " I have 
adopted her in the place of my poor J\IIari
anne. I will g·ive lier the fortune I meant 

L 

for my owu cliilcl. ·,v1iat can that preach-
ing minister do for her? 8he shall not go." 
1\ rmt Ross kucw, however, that Anna's Uu
"le could not be pre,eutcd from taking her 
away; she therefore tried to reconcile her 
husband to the idea of parting- ,Yith lier, 
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and mentioned her plan of sending Miss 
1
• Palmer with her. Uncle Ross could not, 
' however, be reconciled to the thought of 

parting with Anna, " his only brother's 
only child." And though he was at last 
obliged to acknowledge that he could not 
prevent her going, he never saw her for the 

u• two following days without saying some
il, thing against her Uncle l\'Iurray, and la

men ting over her being obliged to go to such 
people. George and Louisa, too, lamented 
over Anna, and for themselves. " What 
shall we do without you, Anna ?" said 
George. "Louisa 1nust always have her 
own way, or she is as cross and ill-natured 
as-I cannot say who; and Jane is such a 
clod, it makes me yawn to look at her. 

r· And what, on earth, will you do at the 
1' 1nanse? Make butter and cheese?" "Hold 
,,. your tongue, George," said his Father, who 

had overheard him, " Do you not know 
u· tl1atmy Father, your own Grandfather, was 

1,.' a minister ? Many a happy day have I spent 
h, in a manse, though it m~ght not suit me 
.,', now, and is not a fit place fo:u Anna; nt 
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least I can proYide a better for lier. But 
do not you be i-;uch a blockhead as to speak 
with contempt of the profos~ion of your own 
GranclfatJ1er." 

"Dear me, Papa now thinks yon will he 
a$; happy at the manse !" said Louisa. " I 
dare i:-ay you wi11 cJ1oose to remain tl1ere." 
- " Go to the school-room, you imperti
nence !" exclaimed Uncle Ross, looking 
quite in a passion at Louisa. 

"Oh no, dear, dear Uncle !" said Anna, 
coaxingly. "Louisa did not mean anything, 
hut is sorry that you Eke me to go tu the 
111anse.'' 

" I do not like you to go to the manse, 
my o,vu Auna." 

"Ali, then, do not be displeased with 
Louisa." 

"V C'ry well, I forgiYe her, since yon ask 
it," said Uncle Ross, allowing Louisa to scat 
l1erself on his knee, as a proof of reconcilia
tion. 

So much was said against A1ma's Uncle, 
and Ro muelt <lid George aud LoniRa ridicule 
C'Yery thing Hhe should meet with at the 
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ma118e, wl1cn out of their Fathcr't>l hearing, 
and so much did l\iliss Palmer lament over 
Jwr fate in heing obliged to go to such a 
plaf'<', that Anna felt quite afraid of her 
Fucle's arrival; and on being told, on re
turning from her ·walk with Miss Palmer, 
on the day he was expected, that he had ar-

e. 
, ri,·ed, aud was in t]1e drawing·-room with 
!l· 

her Aunt, lier heart beat so c1uick she conld 
;in~ 

::;carcc1y get hreath to walk np stairs. Her 
walking things were taken off, and her dresSi 

111• 
anangcd, thongh l\lfiss Palmer remarked that 

cing, 

It 

rnlh 

it was wa8tc of trouble, for what could }_\,fr 

:Murray know ahout dress'? Anna then 
waited, 1istening eagerly for some one's ap
proach to clcsirc her to come to the drawi11g-
1·oom. At last she was sent for . ., and, with 
a ft>eling for her 'Gncle of mingled fear and 
dislike, sh<! w<•nt down stai1·~, her heart 

iaEk , lH•ating <prick as she went. The SC'l'V:mt 
1j ·who ha<l hecn ~cnt fo1· ]1c1· opened the clra.\\'
, i.- iug-room do~r, aud the moment Amrn en

h•rPd lu•r Cncle ,·or-; c! to mcc1 her; h1tt wlwn 
he snw lH•r ('old and CPrn,trained look~. he 

t.' 
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" Come and speak to your Uncle, my 
love," said Aunt Ross; and Anna slowly 
and timiclly approached, not ventm·ing to 
look up in his face. He held out his hand, 
and she gaye him hers. 

" I perceive you are very sorry to see 
me," said her Uncle, in a Yery gentle tone 
of voice, and sitting down, he put his arm 
round her, and drew her close into his bo
som, and said in a whisper," God bless my 
sister's child." 

Anna heard these words said so kincUy, 
and she looked up in his face. He looked 
very mild, and very kind, and said again, 
" You are sorry to see me, Anna." Anna 
had been taught by her Aunt always to try 
t-0 say ,vhat was civil and obliging, because 
it was Yery impolite not to do so, and she 
answered, " No l7ncle, I am happy to sec 
you." 

" Hush!" replied her Uncle, lJ11t still in 
a gentle tone of -voice, "I must ncYcr hear 
any thing hut truth. I loYc you the more 
for being sorry to lea ye your friends; hut 
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you know it was your 1\iamma's wish. Do 
you remember your Mamma ?" 

" Oh yes, yes!" replied Anna, " my 
own dear, dear Mamma ! I remember her 
quite, quite well." 

Anna's Uncle kissed her affectionately, 
"Then my loYe," said he," you will try to 
do cheerfully .what she wished." 

" Yes, Uncle, I will try," said Anna. 
" Ancl your Aunt, and I, and my boys, 

will try to make you happy," said her Un
cle. 

" I propose sending her governess with 
Anna, 1\Ir l\iurray," said Aunt Ross. " I 
know she can have no masters in the retired 
situation where you live, and I should re
gret extremely her losing those ach·antagcs 
altogether which she has enjoyed in my 

., house. I am sure you must agree with me 
in thinking my plan a proper one." 

,· •, ' ' I beg your pardon, l\iladam," replic(l 
. :: l\'I.r ~'lurray, " I cannot agree with yon. 

Anna must he entirely under my own a1Hl 

~, my \':ifo'.· care while she is with .me. "\Vho-

I 
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cYer instruch, her mnst he thoroughly known 
to me, and chosen by myself." 

" I assure yon, l\ir Murray, Miss Palmer 
was high1 y rccommc1Hled before I took her 
iuto my family," said Mrs Ross. " SJ1c is 
Yery accomplished. It is impossible you 
shoul<l find such a person in your Yery retir
ed situation. She has heen in the most 
fashionable families; and, -indeed, I ha Ye 

had great difficulty in persuading her to go 
with Auna. I assure you :\In; J.\Iurray will 
find her a very superior person-ctuitc a 

. " compainon. 
1'fr l\tlm-ray shook his licad. '· I cannot 

agree to your wish in tl1is point, JTadam. 
You really must uot urge me." 

" Impossible, ~Ir l\Iu1Tay ! Surely you 
will not refuse what is so eYidently for the 
child\; advantage. I appeal to your cousci
f'll<'C, Rir." 

~fr~ Ross looked ,·cry angry, all(l Amrn 
fplt frjo-}1tc11ed; hnt ,dH•n s:hc looh_!<l at 

~ 

her Uncle~ he sc•0.mcd a,-, 111ild mid gentle HS 

cv0.r, a~ lie a11swer<'d : 
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" lam acting from conscience, Mrs Ross, 
in <lceliuing to agree to your wis]1cs. I 
know what my sister ,vishetl most respect
ing her chi1d. It was that she should he 
taught to know her Goel ancl Redeemer, 
and to dcYotc herself to his ·will ; and I 
shall nse those means which appear to me 
J.nost suited to lead her to that knowledge 
and obedience." 

Anna loved her Uncle when he said 
this, and she drew his arm closer round 
her. 

" Child, go to the school-room," said Anut 
Ross, looking much displeased. " I must 
i;;cttle this matter immediately, ancl you 
ought not to be present." Her Uncle im
mediately let her go, and Anna returned to 
the school-room. 

" "\V c1l, ,vhat kind of a qniz is this Uncle 
of yours?" said Louisa, the instant she en
tered. 

" I-le is not a quiz," replied Anna graYe
l y. 

" \Vhat is he then ?'' 
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" I am sure he is very good," replied 
Anna; but she would' not say any more, for 
she did not like to tell ~Iiss Palmer that she 
was not to be allowed to go. 

Anna was not again sent for, and did 
not see her Uncle till she went down with 
Louisa and Jane to the dining-room after 
their Mamma's dinner. Mr J\'Im-ray imme
diately held out his hand to Anna, and 
placed a chair for her beside himself, but 
she was scarcely seated when Aunt Ross 
proposed that the ladies should go to the 
drawing-room. The little girls were oblig
ing to go also, and Anna's Uncle was left in 
the dining-room with Uncle Ross, and some 
other gentlemen who had dined with him, 
and she did not see him again that night, 
but Aunt Ross told Anna that her Uncle 
would not consent to l\tliss Palmer's going
that her Uncle Ross was very angry; and 
then she spoke to Anna till it was bed-time, 
of all the things she should do when she 
was away; and then said, that as it could 
not be hcJped, they must just submit for 
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one ~x months; "ancl after that you know, ti 
my dear," said Aunt Ross, " you will al-

or ways he with us, because the choice is left 
it to yom·self, and your Uncle Mm-ray cannot 
'd prcYent you." She then sent Anna to bed. 
, Anna was to go after breakfast next day, I 

and all her things were packed, and every er 
one expressed so much sorrow at parting 

~ with her, that she too ·was very sorry, arnl 
after she went to bed, wept till she fell I 

"' , asleep. 

Next morning she rose at her usual earl) 
! · hour, and went to read and pray for tlw 

last time in the empty hed-room, and 1o 
fete]1 her Bihlc, and precious little hook, 
that they mjght he put up to go with her. 

1 
i "\VJ1en she came to the room-door, she wa8 

'" surprised to find that she could not open it. 
She tried again, and feared George liad 

.,,. played her 801110 trick to J)reYent her get-
6ug lier Bihle aucl her dear little hook. 
011 trying a thjrcl time, she heard a foot
i-;t<•p approac]1i11g from within, and the door 
"-as opened hy l\Ir .,\Tnrray. 

1 2 



ANNA ROSS. 

"Uncle Mm-ray! Oh, I beg your par .. 
don," said Anna, afraid that he would be 
displeased. " Indeed I did not know you 
were in this room, or I should not liaYe dis
tm·bed you." 

"Come in, my love," said Uncle l\Im·
ray, kindly, " and tell me what you want
ed in this room at so early an hour;" and 
he led Anna to the place where he had 
been sitting, and then took her on his lrnee, 
and she saw that he had been reading from 
a Bible that lay open on the table before 
him. 

" Well, my dear Anna, what did you 
want?" 

" I wanted to read, Uncle, and if you 
will allow me to sit down just in the corner 
where I usually sit, I shall not disturb you 
in the very least." 

",vell, my love, do so," said her Uncle, 
and then he watched her while she went to 
her drawer, and took out her Bible, and her 
little book, and then set herself in a corner 
beyond the chest of ch·awers, and turning-
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away her face from him, found her place, 

and began to read. He did not interrupt 
her for a time ; then softly approaching to 
where she was, he looked over her shoulder, 

and saw that she read the Bible. 
" Dear Child," said he, " Do you under

stancl what you read?" 
"Not very well, Uncle. I cannot un

derstand much of this chapter." 
" Should you like me to explain it to 

you?" 
" Oh yes, yes, Uncle, if it would not in

terrupt you." 
Her Uncle again took her on his knee, 

and reacl the chapter, ancl explained it just 
in the l)lain kind way her own l\Iamma 

used to do, and then said, " And, what 
docs my little Anna do next?" 

" I try to pray, Uncle, but--" 
" But what, my loYe ?" 
Anna's eyes filled with tears," you would 

not love me any more, if I told you what I 
am thinkiug about praying, Uncle." 

" Y cs, Anna, I ,Yill loYe you whatever 
YOH tell me." .. 
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"No, Uncle, you will not ·be able, for I 
am so often wicked now, that I do not love 
to pray as I used to do, because lVIamma 
taught me that when we come to pray, we 
ought first to remember, and confess our 
sins to God, and then ask Him to wash 
away our sins for Christ's sake: hut I liave 
always so many sins to think of noVi', that I 
do not like to begin to ])ray; and I read, 
and read, or get verses to repeat, till it is 
time to go to lVIiss Palmer, aud then I j nst 
say a few words of prayer." 

" That is not right, my Anna," said her 
Uncle, " but I cannot love yon tlic Jess for 
this, because it makes me hope that God 
is teaching you what he teaches all his own 
children, that you have a very sinfnl J1eart; 
and then you will feel your need of the 
Physician of souls : and when you know 
IIim, my dear Anna, I shall love you far 
more than I do just because yon arc my 
Niece; "for he is tl10 Physician or my sonl 
:-tlso; and those who love him love each 
other for his sake. Do yon know who thi!-: 
Pl1ysicia11 is, my dear Anna?" 
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"Yes. It is Jesus Christ. Mamma 

w taught me that." 
" And do you know the office of a Phy

re sician ?" 
" Yes. It is to heal the sick. My Cousin 

Marianne had many physicians to attend 
- her, but they could not heal her." 

'' No, because they had no power except 
1 what God gave them; and it was His will 

that 1\1:arianne should not recover. But you 
r: know Jesus Christ has all power in heaven 

and on earth ; and he has promised eternal 
life to all who come to him. But you know 
you must come to him. If you wish your 
physician to heal you, it is necessary for you 
to bring your complaints to him, that he 
may use means to remoye them. You must 
tell your Lord what the diseases, the sins 
are, which beset you, and lead you to dis
obey him, that he may wash away their guilt 

~·· in his own blood, and give you grace, aiHl 

2 strength in future to resist them. This is 
1 his will; for though he knows you far better 

ib1• than you do yourself, he has commanded 
you, and me, and an his peo1Jle, to confess 
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to him, to pray to him, to pour out our 
hearts before J1im, to make our requests 
kno,vn to him, and to do this without ceas
ing. Now if you cease to seek him in the 
way he has appointed, he will cease, my 
dear Anna, to proceed in heaUng your dis
eased soul; but if you return to him, he 
will return to you." 

Anna listened to every word lier Uncle 
said with the greatest attention, and she 
loved him more and more, but she made no 
answer. 

"Shall we come to our Physician toge
ther, and ask him to receive and forgiYe 
us?" asked her Uncle gently. 

Anna scarcely knew what her Uncle 
meant, but she did what he wished; and 
he knelt down, and made her kneel down 
also in his bosom, and he took one of her 
little hands in his, and then lie confessed 
the sins she had told him of, and. many 
others that Anna wondered how he knew; 
and then he prayed for forgiveness, till Anna 
could not keep from crying. J le prayed 
too for Uncle Ro~!:-, and Aunt Ro ~ and 
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all tit(• family, just m, Auna woulcl have 
" wi~hccl to pray for them. When he rose 
:.~ from his knees, he took Anna again into hi~ 
't bosom, aud put his hand upon her head, and. 
mr prayed God to bless her. He then saicl she 
· should go and spend what time remainecl 
h' with her Cousins; and as Anna crossed the 

pa~sage to the school-room, she thought 

cm within lier heart, " I shonld be sorry now 
ht not to go with my Uncle Murray." 

rw Anna and. her Uncle were to travel in 
om' of the pnhlic coaches. This coach set 
out at m1 earlier hour than it was usual ~e-

: . for Aunt Ro~s to liaYe breakfast; and when 
\~ 

Amm ,vas sent clown :.1,,t the proper time by 
,. l\Ii~s Palmer, she found no one in the 

r1~ 
breakfast-room but her Uncle and a se1Tant, 

a,';~ 
fil who ·was very carelessly preparing hreak-
bt= fast. Aunt Rosi-; at last appeared, ancl 
., made a slight apology; but l\fr Munay 
"\' <lid not seem to he at all displeased. Be
.· fore t,1lti1tg down, he ~aid a grace, wh1d1 

U11clc Ross ncYer did: and, after a short 
UI 

I n•pat-t, he took out hi~ watch, and 1old 
\\ 
• 1 .Amm tl1<'y nurnt g·(t, Uncle RoSfi's smart ~- . 
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carriage and servants were at the door, to 

convey Anna and her things to the coach. 

Again she took leave of her Cousins ; again 

her Aunt Ross reminded her of what she must 

clo when away; and as she left the hreak

fm,t-room, she heard her Uncle Ross call her 

name over the stairs. She ran up to him, 

and he hugged aucl kissed her, saying, " I 

could not sec that Clll'sed Uncle of yours; 

do not forget me Anna. Farewell-fare

well. ,vhat shall I do without you?" 

Auna was very sorry to part ,vith her 

strange, kind Uncle Ross; but Aunt Ross 

was caHing to her to make haste. 

" Plague on her screaming !" said "Cncle 

Ross angrily, again pressing Anna to his 

bosom; aul then, ordering her to get mvay, 

]ic went into his room, and flung to the 

door with such violence as to make the 

house shake. 
Anna was soon in the carriage, and the 

scrv,mt just closing the door, when her 

Uncle af-ked whether his portmantcan hacl 

h<'<'ll put in. The saucy footman called carc

les81 v to one of his fellow~. vd10 looked back, .. 
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.nnd then stept slow]y into the house, and, 
bringing it out, his fellow-servant opened 
the door, and he flung it into the bottom of 
the carriage, as if he had thought it beneath 
him to touch it. The carriage then drove 
off to Prince's Street, where they were to 
meet the coach ; and in a few minutes An
na and her Uncle were seated in it, and op
posite to them sat a fat red-faced man, but
toned up in a huge great-coat; and beside 
him a young woman, with a bahy on her ]ap, 
and another child in the corner of the scat 
almost behind her. The horn was blown 
two or three times, aucl then off set the 
coach at a quick pace. The fat, red-faced 
gentleman laid himself snug in the corner, 
and having, pcrtaps, been waked sooner 
than usual that morning, he w~.s soon fast 
asleep. The baby, too, on the young wo
man's lap, was also soon a8lecp; but the 
little boy who sat beside her soon hcga:n t.o 

he y,~ry rniruly. 1I.: fidgeted ~thont~ and 
<l<'elarcd he had a p:1jn in 1i;s stomach. The 
woman tried both to , ;o::..~ u11d to threaten 
him, lrnt ho would 11< I stay ~till, ~md at la.st 

K 
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declared he was very sick. Anna, \Vho had 

learned at her Aunt Ross's to despise, and 

not feel for those who seemed, as Aunt 

Ross would haYe said, to be vulgar people, 

had looked at this little boy's uneasy face, 

and heard his complaints ·without feeling 

any cornp::ission for him. She was seated 

opposite to him ; and tTI'O or three times 

that he had, in his uneasy motions, inad

yertently touched her with his little feet, 

she had drawn herself away, and wiped the 

part of her pelisse he had touched with her 

handkerchief, her countenance expressing 

displeasure and disgust; and the young wo

man was constantly saying to the child, 

"Take care, Johnny, don't touch the young 

Lady's pelisse. Fie, Johnny, sit still; see, 

you haYe dirtied the Lady's pelisse ;"-till 

Johnny, sick and uneasy, and wearied ,vith 

the continued reproof, at last took his foot 

and fairly wiped it on Anna's lap. Anna 

looked in her 1Uncle's face for redress, and 

reddened with anger. The look she receiYed 

in return from her Uncle, howeYer, was not 

one of compassion or sympathy, but one of 

.,. 
,. J 

I• 

I l· 



J 

ANNA ROSS. 111 

displeasure ; aud when the young woman 
shook the little boy, and set him back with 

a reproof, and a slap on the offending foot, 
Mr Murray said, "Poor little fellow, come 

to me, and I shall try to make you more 
comfortable. I hoped this little girl of 

mine would have tried to do so, but I see 
she thinks more of her own dress than of a 

little suffering fellow-creature." He then 
made Anna change places with him, and 
spoke so kindly to the child, that he soon 

consented to leave the seat where he was, · 
and came on l\fr Murray's knee ; and as it 

had been the motion of the coach, as he sat 
back, that had made him uneasy, he was 

soon quite well, and began prating to J\Ir 
l\Iurrayin the most amusing manner; while 
1\'Ir l\Iurray, on his part, seemed delighted 
,vith him, and caressed and fondled him as if 

he had been his own child. The young ,vo
man, too, now began to speak quite frankly 
to }Ir ~Iurray, and did not know how to 

say enough to express her gratitude for his 
kindness to the little boy. · .. 
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"Ho is your eldest child, I suppose?" said 
Mr :Murray, for she looked very young. 

" He is not my child, Sir," replied she. 
"I have no child but this baby. He was 
my brother's child;" and then she looked 
very sorrowful, and added, " l\'Iy brother 
was killed at the battle of 1:Vaterloo, Sir, 
and his wife never had a day's hea]th after 
she heard it. She died about six weeks 
ago, and I have been into Edinburgh to 
bring away Johnny. He is to stay with my 
husband and me now." 

Anna had been scarcely able to refrain 
from crying, after the look of displeasure her 
Uncle had given her; and now she turned 
her face away and wept, while she thought 
how hard her heart had felt to this little 
boy, who was an orphan like herself, and 
how much her Uncle was displeased with 
her. For some time l\'Ir l\Iurray took no 
notice of Anna. He continued to talk with 
the young woman, who told him all about 
herself; and then listened with much atten
tion and respect, when 1'Ir l\ilurray remind
ed her of the danger she was in of haying 
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her heart engrossed with the cares and 

anxieties of this life, as a young· wife and 

1nother; and spoke so kindly and gently to 

her, that she soon seemed quite to love him, 

and confessed her jgnorance, and asked his 

advice, as if he hall been her father. Du

ring this conversation, little Johnny had 

sljclden off Nfr 1"1urray's knee on to the . 

seat between him and Anna ; and having 

pee1Jecl up into Anna's face, and seen that 

she was in tears, he lifted up his frock, ancl 

hegan rubbing the part of her pelisse which 

he had dirtied with his shoe, and then said 

coaxingly to her, "Clean now." Anna put 

her arms round the little or1)han, and began 

to caress him. She had been f urnishecl 

with a large bag of sweet-meats by her Uncle 

Ross, and she gave some of the111 also to the 

· little boy, and they were soon very good 

friends. But still Anna felt sad, for her 

Uncle l\Iurray she feared was displeased 

with her, and she watched for another look 

from him, that she might know whether he 

had forgiven her. She did not watch long, 

for lier Uncle l\Iurray had been observing 
K 2 
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her all the time; and now, when he saw he1' 
so kind to the boy, he leant over to her, 
and said in a whisper, "Do not look as if 
you feared mo, Anna; I only ,vish you to be 
good. You are so now, and my own dear 
child." And then Anna felt quite happy, 
and at case, and sJrn talked and played with 
the little hoy, m,d felt quite sorry when she 
found that he and 11is young Aunt vi·erc to 
leave them at the next stage. "'\iVhat can I 
do," thought Anna, for the dear little orphan ; 
and then she remembered that her l,Tncle had 
giYen her a purse the night h~fore, with a 
great deal of money in it, and she deter
mined to give some of her money to little 
Johnny's Aunt, to keep for him; for she had 
seen her Aunt Ross give money to ladies 
who came to ask her to sub.scribe to societies 
for clothes to poor people, and such things. 
So .Anna took out lier purse, and took some 
money from it, and held it jn her baud till 
the coach stopt, and then she was just going 
to 8ay, '' licre is some mouey for little John
ny,"-when her l:nclc put his hand on hen;, 
and said in a whisper, "Don't, my dear." 

Anna 
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1' Anna drew hack; and the young woman, 

r, after thanking :\Ir i\'Iurray most gratefully 

for his kindness, and making little Johnny 

(who now cheerfully did whatever he was 

,. bid) kiss his hand and thank the good gen-

tleman and the young lady, hastened out 

l"t of the coach, to be received with every mark 

~~ of joy hy a young man, who ,vas waiting for 

,,1 her, and who ·was her husband, and by ;mold 

"• man, who was her father. Anna saw the 

,: old man take up Johnny in his arms, and 

er· 

'l 

hold him to his breast; and she heard the 

young "'oman ~ay, "Johnny, that is your 

grandfather;" and tlien they went ?.way, 

and she heard no more. ln a little time, 

the coach again set off, hut now the fat old 

gentleman was quite a"'ake, and began 

talking to her 'Gnele, so she could not get 

him asked why lie would not fmffer her to 

give money to Johnny's aunt. 
l\'lr l\Iurray's houf.:e was far away in 

Perthshire, and it \ook two days to tra-vel to 

it. ,v1ic11 Anna and lier Cnclc stopped for 

the night, and were shown into a parlour i11 

the inn hy tl1cmschcs, then she asked l1im 
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whyhewoulduotlet her give the money,and 

he said, "Because, my clear, the young ,vo

man did not want money. You would have 

hurt ancl offended her by offering it." Anna 

looked surprised, because at her Uncle 
Ross's, she had always heard low people, as 

they were ca1lecl there, spoken of with con

tempt, on account of their want of money. 

" You look surprised, Anna," said her 

Cncle, "hut, my dear, if you would jnst. 

think on a1l occasions, ',vhat is God's wi11 ?' 

you would he sure to act right. · Now God 

Jias commanded us to loi:e one another ; to 

he kindly affectioned one towards another; 

t-0 do good as v:e have opportunity; to con

sidei· every person TI'e meet as our neigh

bour, and to be ready to show them every 

kindness in our power. Rich people some

times think, that, hoTITever contemptuous and 

haughty they may he to their poorer bro

thers and sisters of mankind, they can make 

all up hy taking out their pur::;;es and be

stowing money; hut this is not obeying 

God's command, to love their ncighbonr, 

and, in some instances, as would have hecu 

l .1'1\ 
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he case to-day had you given the young 
O· ,voman in the coach money, only offends, and 

reminds your nejghhours, that, because you 
are better clothed, yon think yourself en
titled to treat them as poor inferiors." 

Anna listened to her Uncle, but she did 
~- not understand him very well. She, how
;· ever, perceived that, though her Aunt and 

Cousins had always spoken of him as being 
without fortune, he did not care about ,, 
money as they did. 

It was just growjng dark on the second 
11 day of Anna's journey when her Uncle told 

her that they were within three miles of 
t· Daluthen, where his house ,vas. He told 
;]• her also, that, about a quarter of a mile far
ri ·· ther on, they would haYe to leave the stage 
L" coach, and take a post chajse for tl1e rest of 
· i the way, asDaluthen lay at that distance from 
·o- the public road. Anna was not sorry to hear 

JKC sl1e was to leave the stage coacl1, as the fat 
It old gentleman had continued to travel all 
'·' the way with them; and, t!10ugl1 lie was 

Yery kin<l to her, yet she had tired of hi:.,;; 
talking about th~ weather, and la3t year's 
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crops, and the markets, and the state of 
public affairs---and she thought Uncle Mur
ray looked tired too, and the old gentleman 
did not seem to like to talk of any thing he 
began to talk of, but always went back to 
these subjects. At last Uncle lVIurray said, 
"Now, Anna, we are in the village where 
we shall leave the coach." Anna looked out. 
It was nearly dark; but she observed, lvhcn 
the coach stopt, that a boy eagerly ran to
wards it, and now looked past her, as if ex
pecting to see some one he knew, and he im
mediately called out, " lVIy Father! Nor
man; it is my Father and our Cousin!" and 
then anotl1er boy came also, and the first 
boy opened the coach door, and threw dmvn 
the steps in a moment. " l\Iy boys! my 
dear boys !" said l\Ir J\iurray affectionately, 
" assist your cousin to get out." The elder 
boy held up his arms, and lifted Anna out 
quite gently, and then both boys sprung in
to their father's arms, and they embraced 
each other with the warmest affection. 
They then were each clinging to an arm, 
when the elder boy remembered Auna, nn<l 
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of instantly resigning,. his, took Anna's hand 
ur· , ancl put it in his father's and walked on 

her other side towards the inn. 
"Are you all well, Kenneth?" said Mr 

l\Iurray to his eldest boy. 
"All quite well, and my mother expects 

you to-day, Sir, and I haYe asked Mr lviac
alpin to haYe a chaise ready for you, and 

1 there I see "\Yatty going to bring it out---we 
1~- shall not have to stay a minute; but come 
e!· into the house, for I know 1\Irs Macalpin 
i"'· has be<'n preparing something for you, and 
1·· she will be hurt if you do not take it." 

At the entrance to the inn stood Mrs 
·! l\Iacalpin, ready to receh·e l\1r l\'Iurray. 

0 ~ " Thank heaYen, you are back safe, Sir. I 
( hope you have had a pleasant journey. The 
h·, weather has been wonderful for the season. 

1i r Come in, Sir, if you please. The chaise 
will be ready directly; but I hope you will 

:n- take something;" and she seemed to regard 
1 l\Ir l\Iurray l 1i'ith the utmost love and re

verence. l\Ir l\Iurray thanked her, and 
ai· followed into her nice clean parlour, where 
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was a blazing fire, and a table spread ,vith 
the best that her house could afford. 

" You haYe prepared a feast for us, my t\;; 

good 1\1:rs r,IaealJJill," said l\1r ]Hurray, 1 .. 
.,__ 

kindly. i,r. 

"Afoast, Sir! Oh, In,isliitwcretentimcs 1!,,.' 

hctter; it n'ould be ,-ve11 my part to prepare 1 , 
:it for ,.rou ;·' and then sJ,e cnrtsc_ycd rcs1Ject- 1

1
,. 

ir, 'J.I f 

fu1ly and left the room. Kenneth placed a ~ n~· 
chair for Anna next his father, and, after ~}ct:, 
waiting till his father should say a grace, lie <lu~· 
kindly helped her to ,rhat he ~upposcd she \,. 
would like best. ]V(r J\Inrray, too, ate 

' t ~ 

something, not to offend good l\'Irs l\facal- p,.1 • ~ . ii' 

pin, but he was anxious to get home, and .,, 
Yery soon the party were in the cha;sc. L 

1111 

Kenneth placed Anna on her Uncle's knee, -~J: • 

as there was not room for all to sit. They L,
0 

were a happy party. The boys sccmc<l so \\:~ .. 
full of joy to have their father home again, i .' 

~~ro. 
and had so much to tell him that had passc<l ·:d, _ 
durine- the week he had hccn away. Yet, 11

' 
'-' ft, 

•1 I in the midst of all this i<,Y, tlicv \Vi'l'C so 
' • J II 

kind to each other, and did not talk b0th ~it r:, '1t, 

If 
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once, but were so mild, par6cnlar1y Ken
neth, that Anna wondere(l jf thes<' cou1cl he 
the rude, hohbish hoy:-:, w]10 W<'re to spoil 
her manners. · Her Cousin George would 
haYe been a great deal p10rc noisy mid talk
atiYe than both these boys togctlwr; and jf 
Louisa had been of the party, they would 
ha,·e quarrelled and suapt at each other 
twenty times during such a. conYcrsation, 
wl1ich these boys never seemed to think of 
doing. 

At last the carriage stopt at a. little whito 
gate; a serYant girl held it open till they 
entered. The house ·was a J.ittle ,vay for
t]ier in, and the path to it had shrnhs aud 
trees 011 eac;h side ; but it ,,yas dark, and 
Anna elnug dose to her Uncle, who held her 
l1and. At. the entrance to the house ~In; 
~1nrray, aud her fwo little boys, were ,-vait
ing to recciye the fraYcllers; and then there 
was as nrnchjoy as hcforc, and :i.\lr :iVIurray 
<'Htercd the house with hjs yom1gest hoy in 
l1is arm~, arnl tl1<' other holdi11g 111" eoat. 
( )11 <·ominp· into the room wlien' the ]i 0 ·ht 

l \ ~ 

w.1~, Anua looked timidly at her new Annt; 
L 
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her Aunt, too, was looking at her. l\Irs 

Murray looked very grave, though every 

one else seemed so full of joy. She was in 

deep mourning; and Anna now observed, 

what she had not noticed before, that her 

Cousins were all in mourning also ; and 

when Kenneth looked at his l\Iamma, Anna 

saw that he instantly began to look grave, 

and ,vent quietly, and whispered a word or 

two to Norman, who was immediately si-

lent; and when she lookPd at her Uncle, 

though he was caressing his t,vo youngest 

boys, yet he also looked sad. Kenneth, 

however, appeared anxious to make every 

one happy again. He assisted Anna to take 

off all the muffiings she had been wTapt in 

to screen her from the cold. Ile then placed 

a chajr for her by his mother, who had sat 

down to make tea. 
All was quite different from what Anna 

had been accustomed to at her Uncle Roi:-s's. 

There, nothing ,vas done hut by scrrnnts. 

Servants brought in tea and coffee; ser

yants brought cakes; scn·ants were ready 

to take yonr empty cup and saucer; for 
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Aunt Ross thought it quite ungenteel to 
clo any thing for herself. Here Mrs Mur

ray made tea for every one, and prepared 
what was proper for the two little boys, 
and she had no one to assist her but Ken
neth, who helped her to water from a tea
kettle, and watched how he could in any 

way be of use. Kenneth and Norman pre
pared the bread and butter, and handed it 

,r round to eYery one; and, in their most win

ning manner, invited and pressed their Papa 
and J\lamma, and Anna, to eat. At Uncle 
Ross's, Anna had sat at tea in a splendid 

e~· drawing-room, to meet other little girls, (for 

~P it was only on such occasions she had been 
, ·, there at tea;) and she and her cousins, and 

1l their young visitors, had all been gaily dress-
1..,. ed, ancl were hel~aving as gracefnlly, and 

looking as genteel and fashionable, and 

~•y speaking as 11olitcly, as they could. At 
,, Uncle J\Iurray's she was in a little parlour, 

/'• Yery commonly ftu-nishccl, and no one seem
r· cu to lw thinking of any thing but what 

they were doing, or speaking of. At enclc 
Ross's there was always some onr who loo~-
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ed out of humour, and of whom the children 

were afraid. Uncle Ross was displeasP.,l at 

something, andlooked cross; or Aunt Ross's 

face shmYed that she thought some of her 

young people awkward, and would soon find 

fault enough; or something was jarring. At 

l;ncle l\Iurray's all was love and kindness; 
for though Aunt l\Iurray looked sa<l at first, 

stiH she ,yas gentle and kind to every one; 

and after Kenneth had seemed to watch 
her looks, aud to try to make her less sad hy 
his affectionate attentions, she heeame more 

cheerful, and seemed to love all her boys so 
very dearly, auclspokc so softly to them, aud 

·was so kind to Anna, that she soon quite 

loYecl her. 
,vhen tea ·was over, :;\Ir :~\Iurray said that 

Anna must be fatigued, and ought not to sit 

up to prayers; arnl then he hlc~sed hrr, aud 

bade her good uight. The two elder boys 
shook hands affeetionatcly witli hN, and the . . 

little ones came to he kis:--e<l; and tlwu ~Ir~ 

:;\1nrray lier. elf a<.·eompauiNl .Anna to her 
room. It was a very small one, 11ext A1mt 

l\Iurray's own. There was a uice little hul 
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in it, and every thing neat and comfortable, 

though quite different from her room at 

lTncle Ross's. 
Mrs l\'1urray very kindly showed Anna 

where her tl1ings had been put, and assisted 

l1er to get what she wanted for the night, 

and to unpack her Bible from where Miss 

Palmer bad stuffed it into a corner of her 

trunk. She then said she would leave Anna 

for a quarter of an hour, and would after 

that return, and assist her to undress. Anna 

understood quite well by her Aunt's man

ner, that she left her alone that she migl1t 

1way; and Anna dicl so, and thanked her 

hcaYenly Father for haYing brought her to 

liYe with those who Joyed Him, and would 

teach her to love Him. \Vhen Mrs 1\'.Iurray 

came back, sLe tapped gently at Anna's door 

lJefore she enterccl. Anna hastened to open 

it and meet her ; hut w1.l.en she came near 

the light, Anna saw that she was looking 

very sad again, and seemed to have been 

crying. Anna, ho"·evcr, did not venture to 

ask her Aunt why she was so sad; hut s11e 

tiaicl, '- I cannot trouble you to undress me, 

L 2 
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Aunt :;\Iurray: I shall try to do it myself. 
I shall ]earn." 

" The sooner the better, my dear, for 
your own sake," replied ~Irs 1'Iurray, in 
her own soft Yvice; " but you are tired, 
and I must not ha-ve you begin any new les
sons to-night. I sec you arc not used to 
undress yourself." 

" No, Aunt, I ha-ve not for six months 
undressed myself; but hr fore that I some
times did, for my °'vn i\Iamma always said, 
I ought to he as little dependent on others 
as I could for such things." 

" Then, my dear, after to-night, if you 
choose, ,ve shall begin to do as your own 
dear lWamma would have wished you to 
do." 

" Oh, yes, yes, dear Aunt l\Iurray ;" sai(l 
Anna, throwing her arms round her kind
looking Aunt's neck; she then thanked her 
for the trouble she took in undressing her, 
and l\ilrs l\Inrray pressed her affectionat<,]y 
to lier heart; hut Anna thought she looked 
sadder than c-ver. 

.... ,. 

hll. 
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''rhcn Anna was laid in bed, her Aunt 

sat down beside her, inside tlw curtains, and 

lcauing over her, she asked, " Can you, my 
love, repeat an evening l1ymn ?" Anna used 

always to do so to her own l\Iamma, and 

now began tLc one she had last taught her. 

Anut 1\Inrray ]istcucd for some time, and 

then put away her face to wipe away the 

tear:-.; and w]icn Anna had finjshed, she 

stooped ,lown and kissed her scYcral times 

,vithont speaking. She then prayed God to 

h]es~ her, drew her curtains, and left her to 

sleep. Auna, howeyer, could not help 

wondering ,vhat could make Aunt 1''1nrray 

so sacl; but, after thinking for a little, she 

thougl1t Kenneth looked ::-:o kind and good

naturec1, that she might perhaps ask him 

when they met ag,J.in; and with this resolu

tion she foll fast asleep. 
1 Text day was the Sahhath ; but what a 

difforcut Sahhath from those Auna had spent 

at Uuele Ilo::-:s\; ! There, excepting that 

there were Ho lcs.:011s, hut getti11g a small 

part of the Church Catechism and a collect 

to repeat, allll going- OllCC to Clmrcli. the 
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day could not be distingui~bed from any 

other day. Every one talked of the same 

things they did on other days. Uncle Ross 

read the newspapers, and talked about all 

kinds of worldly things, or went to the club 

to meet his old cronies. Aunt Ross was 

very often unwell on Sundays-much often

er than on any other day; and she would lay 

on the sofa, and, if nobody came in the 

evening, she would be particularly quick 

at seeing eYery one's faults on that evening, 

and spend it in lecturing and finding fault. 

]Wiss Palmer, on that day, either wrote let

ters to her friends or went out to visit. In 

short, no one eYcr seemed to kuow that it 

was ' Tile Lord's Day,' but each to thi11k 

it peculiarly his own day, to be spent exact

ly as he chose. Not so at Uncle l\Iurray's. 

Anna was waked at an early hour by her 

Aunt l\fnrray, who, after assisting her to 

dress, again left her alone for a time. She 

then returned for her, and conducted her to 

her- Uncle's study. Here her Uncle, aud 

all her young Cousius, au<l the t\'\'O servant 

maids, were assembled, all neatly dressed, 
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teady for Church. After a1l were seated, 

Unele i.\Inrray read a Psalm, arnl then her 

Aunt arnl young Cousin~, and cYery one, he

gau to sing; hut, though Anna had, for the 

-last three or four months, lHien ennstantly 

1n·ai.sed for her quicknc;;;s, and attention, ancl 

proficiency iu her music lessons, she could 

not join in singiug to th<' praise of God. 

Even little Hugh, who was not ahoYe fiye 

years oltl, and who sat hetween his 1'1Iamma 

-and Anna, even he joined his young, clear 

-voice ,vith the others; all sung eAccpt Anna 

-who felt ashamed as she sat mute, ancl 

thought within herself, t1iat she never before 

hacl l1eard music so sweet, as the full, c1ear 

voices of her four young Cousins and their 

~Iamma. "Then the psalm was sung, Uncle 

-::\lnrray read a11d explained a chapter of the 

Bible so plainly, .. t!mt Anna understood a 

great, (kal of what he said, and loved him 

every moment hcttcr, as s11e listened to hirn, 

teaching every one who heard him, huw to 

kuow, arnl to love, awl to serve God-and 

how to he good and h,ippy. Urn·1e ~Iur?·ay 

thcu prayed to God for every one; al'tm· 
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which the servants went away, and then he 
told each of his own boys, and Anna, what 
they were to get during the day to repeat to 
him in the evening; and then he kis,rnd and 
blessed them all, and sent them away, while 
lie remained alone in his study. 

Mrs Murray went to the parlour to get 
breakfast; and while she \Yas doing so, 
Kenneth took Anna to the little sunny plot 
of ground before the door. It was now 
early in spring, and tl1is little plot was fill
ed with primroses, and snowdrops, and the 
early flowers which venture to peep above 
the ground whenever tlrn snow goes away. 
Anna was delighted to see them, for she hacl 
only walked on the streets for some weeks, 
and she went from one spot to another, 
stooping d01vn to admire tl1eir little delicate 
beauties. Kenneth followed her, and seem
ed pleased with her expressions of delight; 
and she soon observed, that Mrs l\iurray 
also was near, for, on looking up, she saw 
her standing at the parlour window, which 
was open. Anna immediately went to ;_he 
window,-" Dea1· .A.nut, how Joyely those 
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flowers are !" exclaimed she, pointing to the 
many-coloured spots which surrounded her. 

" Y cs, dear Anna," replied her Aunt, 
" they all return, and bloom again in 
spring." Mrs 1\'.furray lookecl very sad 
when she said this, and she turned away 
from the window. "Wl1y does Aunt look 
so sad, Kenneth ?" asked Anna, ready to 
cry herself. 

Kenneth looked sad too, and said, " Mam
ma is thinking that flowers return and 
bloom in spring, and all things again look 
fresh and beautiful; but those who die, and 
are laid in the graYe, do not rettu-n. This 
time last year, my sister ]Wary was just go
ing about admiring the same kinds of early 
flowers you are now admiring, Anna; but 
she is in the graYe, and will neYer return, 
and that makes l\Tamma look so sad." 

" Had you a sister ? and is she dead?" 
asked Anua. 

" Yes : Did you not know about Mary?" 
" No, Kenneth, I neYer heard about her." 
" She was just about your age, Anna, 

and nlamma gays, you remind hc1· of her 



every moment: and s]w can ,lo nothjwr hui 
. - ~ 

look at you: aucl yet it makes ]1er sad to <lo 

so." 
" Is it long· since ::\fary died !" asked 

'--' . 
Anua, 

" Only ahont six monthi-;," replied Ke11-

ncth . 
. " But f..he is gone to hcaYe11 ! sl1c i:-- ::;one 

to .J csus !" said Auua. " Sltc will he l1ap- k 

.py. l\Iy Papa aud J'1amma Hre t11en'~ aud 

my little Cousin ~Iariauue." 

" Y cs," rep]iNl Kc1mctJ1, '"::.\iary i:-:- liap-

py, for she Joyed her Saviour and trn:--ted iu , 1 

him; and :'..\famrna :-:ays: she won1<l 11ot han• 

it otlicrwi:-:c, and :-:-he rejoices tlia{ hn little 

::\Iary is where there is HO more sorrow. 

Bnt ::\Iary "·as corn,taut]y with :\lamma; 

she ,Yas her companion tlie w110Jc clay; and 

she wa · 1-0 good, and so ol1cdicnt, and so 

cpiict, arnl yet so men-y, that <'YC'r)r one' 

mi:--...:cs her stjll, partienlarly )iamma. Oh, 

Amia, if yon would lie a little daughfrr fo 

}\.Iannna and Papa. and a :-;i~tcr to us, instead 

of l\'Iar; !" Kenneth sai,l no more, for hiH 

l\famma .. at tliat moment, called oil l1im a11d 
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Anna from the window to come into break-

11 fast ; hut Anna could not help thinking of 

what he had last said, and she, too, wished 

that she could be a daughter to Uncle and 

Annt l\Iurray ; but then she must leave 

Uncle and Aunt Ross, and Louisa, and 

cYery one at Uncle Ross's, aud she felt sorry 

to think of doing so. 
After breakfast l\Jr l\1nrray, and Ken

neth, and Norman, went out together, and 

l\Irs 1\1urray told Anna, that, while the 

-<lays were i--hort, 1\Ir 1\Inrray collectccl the 

d1ilclren hclongiug to his parish before 

church time, that he might catechise them, 

a1l(l that, when the days were long, he as

sC'mhled them in the evening, for many of 

them liYcd too far away to come in the 

eYe11i11g wlwn the days were short. l\Irs 

Wlnrray told Auna; also, that Kenneth and 

r1<1nnan a~si:-:;ted their Papa, hy instructing 

arnl. cate<'lti~iug the yom1gcr C'ltildrcn. 

There' was ~till an hour 11d'on' it was t.irne 

to µ:o to church, and Anna, all(l the 1it.t1c 

ho~Ts, W<'r<' ~et hy :\Ir~ 1\Iurra.y to get what 

they Wl'r<! to repeat t<> thc>ir Unck; after 
::u 
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which they went to church. The two maid 
sen-ants followed, having locked the door of 
the house, and taken the key ·with them; 
for no one who was able to go was permitted 
to remain away from church in l\Ir 1\-'.Iur
ray's house. And Aunt 1\iurray told Anna 
that she must listen attenti--rnly, for her Un
cle expected e--very one in his family to giYe 
some account of what he had preached. 
Anna listened to her dear Uncle lVIurray 
with great attention, and she remembered a 
good deal of what he said; and Kenneth 
and Norman never ceased listening ; and 
even the little boys looked attentive, and 
never made the least noise, or rose, or gaz
ed about, or yawned, or looked wearied to 
death, as her Cousins the Rosses al ways did 
at church. Indeed, every one seemed to 
_listen to Uncle :Murray, and he spoke as if 
he loved them all in his very heart. 

Between sermons, it was the custom at 
Uncle l\'Iurray's, that those ladies and gen
tlemen who lived at a distance from church, 
so far that they had to come in carriages, 
and could not go home and return to after-
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noon church, it was the custom for such to 

come into the manse, as Mr l\iurray's house 

was called, and l\Irs J\1unay received them 

very hospitably. On this Sabbath many 

ladies, and some gentlemen, were at the 

manse, and Anna assisted her Aunt as she 

directed her, to offer them wine and cake, 

and apples, which had grown in her own 

garden ; and Anna hearcl the ladies asking 

who she was, and remarking what a pretty, 

graceful little girl she was, and they made a 

great deal of her, and Anna's heart began to 

be vain; and when her Aunt said to her, 

"Anna, youhad better go and see what Ken

neth is about," Anna felt sorry to go away ; 

but, thongh some of the ladies and gentlemen 

said, " Oh, do not send her aw~y ! Pray let 

her remain!" Aunt l\Iurray repeated what 

she had said, and looked so gra ·c, that Anna 

feared she was displeased, and immediately 

obeyed her; but as she left the room she 

could not help thinking, " How different 

Aunt :\'Iurray is from Aunt Ross ! Aunt 

Ross would haYe looked so ]>leased at me, 

and haYe praised me so afterwards, had ~he 
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ladies at her l10nse noticed me so much ; 
and Aunt Murray looks as grave as if it was 
nangl1ty to he graceful.'' 1l.,.hiJc Anna 
thought thus, she was slowly corniug down 
stairs; and jrn,t as she got to the bottom she 
saw Kenneth enter the house, aceompauicd 
by an old man with grey hair, who seemed 
very frail, and leaned on a stick as he 
walked. 

" Come iu, Andrew. "\Vhy shonld yon 
sit all the time between.sermons in the cold 
ehurch-yard ?" and Kenneth assisted him 
towards the kitchen, while the old man was 
drawi11g hack, and saying, "There is 110 oc
casion, i.\'Ir Kenneth. I was Yery well in 
tlie kirk-yard. It's a fine day." . 

Kenneth, holvever, made out his point, 
and when Amm followed, and looked iuto 
the kitchen, she saw a mnnhcr of old peo
ple :sitting ro1md a hlazi11g fire, while Nan-
1,ic•, tJw eldest of the maid sc1Tants, was 
kill(l]y <fo,trilmtiucr ln·ead awl ehee.-c, and • b 

hem·, ,mtoHg:-:t them. \Vln.•u Kellll<'th had 
SP<'H A11dr~w comfortahly placed, lie left 
him to Nmmic\; care; aud 011 seeiug Amia, 

I 
... t 
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he said, "Oh, come with me, Anna, and let 

us look if there is any one else who ought to 

be brought in." Anna would rather have 

staid in her Aunt's little chawing-room 

np stairs, to be flattered by those ladies who 

foolishly thought it would please her Aunt 

to Hatter her ; hut she could not refuse 

Kenneth, and followed him, and _he hasten

eel back to the clnu-ch-yard. A great many 

people who hacl come fro1n a distance were 

there, seated on the gra.Ye-stoncs waiting 

for the sen;_cc in the afternoon. Kenneth 

went amongst them, and they all seemed to 

loYe him ancl look at him with respect ; and 

when lie cliscoYerecl any old person, or wo

man who had brought a little child ra

ther than be kept away from church, be 

kindly invited th~m into the manse, and 

pressed Lhem to go, and would not he refus

ccl; so that, between sermons, he filled his 

Papa's kitchen ancl parlour with old, or 

frail peo1)lc, or women with young children 

-who were all rested, and refreshed, and 

pre1)ared to profit by the service in the af

ternoon. 
:.i2 
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"And nmv, Kenneth, shall we not go up 
to the drawing-room ?" said Anna, when he 
seemed to haYe brought in as many people as 
lie ,vis11ed. 

" No,': replied Kennet11, "I must not, 
for my Father leaYcs me the care of t]rn 
old and infirm, ,vhi]e Mamnrn takes charge 
of the ladies; for Papa neYer comes ]10mc 
himself. He always stays in a little room 
in the church to prepare for the afknwon; 
and I must not forsake my post. Besides," 
continued Kenneth blushing·, "I <lo not 1ike 
tlw kind of fuss ladies au<l gentlemen al
ways make abont us, jnst to please ~Iamma; 
and Papa says I am Ycry right not to like it." 

" But ,vhy ?" asked Auna, half ashamed 
of being pleased with what Kenneth 8ccmc<l 
to despise so much. 

'· Oh, because I do not wi8h to like any 
thing but trut]1," rf'plied Keuucth. 

"But why do yon tl1iuk it i. not trnth ?" 
Kenneth put on a fmmy faec, arnl :-aid,. 

" 'Dear, :;\frs 1\'Inrray, what flue hoys ! No
hody ]ias such cliarmi11g hoysa:-. your:--!' That 
ii. what 11w la<lirs sa~· to my motlil1 r-tJl('n 

,r 

, I 
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Tannie hear:-: them say as they g·o out of the 

house, 'Poor l\frs ::Hurray, what a sewing, 

and mending, and patching, she must lrnxc, 

to keep all those great, awkward, tearing 

hovs so neat as she docs.' Nannie told Nor

mau what she had heard, when she saw him 

pleased and conceited because the ladies had 

stopt to admire his curling hair. Aud when 

my Father hcanl it, he langhed so heartily; 

hut Auna, this is not conYcrsati.on for Sun

,lay ;" , aad Kenneth was sorry for luwing 

hrokt·ll the Sabbath hy s1)eaking his ow11 

foofo::h words. 
After church was over, the cycning was 

i-;pcut at l\Ir 1'Iurray's, in hearing the ser

vants and young peo1)le give au account of 

th<~ two scnnvns they had heard; and Anna 

wa,;; snrprised to licar Kenneth almost repeat 

the whole-at least, 11e repeated till his fa

ther had time to hear no more. l\fr i\Inr

ray also heard what the children had got to 

repeat, aud e.·muincd every 011c carefully, 

bnt with gentleness aud kindness, to find 

whether each mu.lerstood what they had 

]earned; aud the <lay was elosl'd hy wor-
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ship the same as in the morning. ,vheu 
the family separated for the night, each 
seemed to loYe the others from the heart ; 
and when Anna was laid in her little bed, 
and Aunt l\'Iurray had listened to her hymn, 
and kissed, and blessed her, and left her 
to sleep, she thought how pleased her o-wn 

l\iamma ,vould haYe been to ha Ye spent her 
Sabbaths on earth at Uncle l\Iurray's, where 
every one wished to serve ancl please God ; 
and she thought that if she chose to remain 
there, she would be taught wlmt was good, 
and how to obey her own ~lamma's last in

junc6ons; and that if she willingly left her 
Uncle l\'Iurray's, and chose to go back to her 
Uncle Ross's, to be always there, she would 
be choosing to be where God was forgotten, 
and where nobody taught her to be good; 
and though she felt sorry to think of leaYing 
all the Ros~es, yet, after this one Sabbath, 
Anna's heart told her that her l\Iamma would 
have wished her to remain at Uncle l\iur

ray's. 
Next morni11g, and cYery morning, l\Ir 

Murray assembled his family to read, and 
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pray ,vith them; bnt, on week days, Ken
neth and Norman set off immediately after 
breakfast to school. The school they went 

. to was about four miles off, and they had a 

little pony on which they rode by turns, 
and Kenneth told Anna. how they did. " I 
set off first," said Kenneth, "and ride to 
David Leslie's cottage. I then leave Shag 
to cat a mouthful of grass there, and DaYid 
tells me whether we may cross the burn or 
not ; for sometimes after rain, or the melt-

' iug of the snow on tl1e hills, it comes clown 
i;;orapid andsodecp, that the stepping-stones 

, arc quite covered, and we cannot cross. If 
· David says ·we ought not, then we have pro-
• miscd to my l\'lother never to attempt it, 

even if it should appear safe to us, and that 
makes her easy when we are away. If it is 
safe, then I cross, and walk slowly, getting 
my lessons all the ,vay, till Norman trots 
past me for about half a mile. Then there 
is a deep glen, and, if it has been snow, it 

. often drifts into it, so as to almost fill it up, 
' and near this lives Duncau l\1ackay; and if 
ho says we mm-,t uot try to pass, then we 
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liave promised my l\Iother not to try. If we 

may pass, Norman lea Yes the pony there, 

and I get on, and Shag trots gaily on for 

another mile. Then comes a hill we go oYer 

from shortness, and poor Shag gets lea-ve to 

walk up, without either of us on his back, 

but he trots down the other side, and then 

we are very near the school ; and there is an 

old man liYes in a cottage just as you enter 

the little town; and he has a field where ,ve 

put Shag, and many other boys put their 

ponies till the school is o-vcr." 

Kenneth told Anna this the first morning 

he was going to school, after her arrival at 

Daluthcn l\Iansc. iirs l\Iurray and Anna 

then went to the gate to see the boys a,vay. 

Kenneth on Shag, and Norman following on 

foot, and getting his lessons all the way. 

They then returned to the house, as l\Irs 

l\Iurray said, "to he busy." "And now, 

my dear Anna, you shall sec what I <lo, and 

then we shall find out what you would like 

to do; for nobody must be idle. Then :Mrs 

~Iurray sat clow11 again at the breakfast 

table, and Nannie brought a nice wooden 

d'', 
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bowl full of boiling water, and a towel as 
white as sno-w ; and 1\1rs 1\Iurray began to 
wash the tea-cups, and the basins, from which 
the boys had eat their breakfast. Anna 
looked rather surprise(l; and l\Irs Murray 
smiled, and said, " Your Aunt Ross never 
did this, I suppose ?" 

"No, never," replied Anna. "Wl1y do 
you not make Nannie or Mattie do it, Aunt 
Murray?" 

" Because Nannie is at this 1noment 
churning the butter, and lVfatty is baking 
oat cakes for the week, and they cannot do 

tl . t " every nng a once. 
"Can I assist you, Aunt Murray?" 
"Yes, very much. You can put the things 

neatly i1~ their place ju the pr<"ss, as I dry 
them ;" and so Anna began to do as she was 
directed, and found. that she liked the occu
pation quite as well as lying on a board to 
keep her figure straight, ,vhile she got ales
son, which she used to do at the same hour 
at Aunt Ross's. After all the cups and 
things were washed and put by, l\Irs l\:Iur
ray and Anna went to the boys' room. There 
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eYery thing was in the utmost order, and 011 

opening the drawers, they were 11ot in the 

state in which Auna had seen her Com,in 

Ross's, all tumbled and in confusion, hut quite 

neat aud orderly. l\Irs l\inrray' looked OY(lr 

the tl1ings, and whcncyer she saw the least 

thing that required to be repaired, she laid 

it aside, and after she had cxamiucd cYery 

thing, brought such away, aud sat down to 

work. 
Anna clicl not like sew-ing, so she did not 

for a time offer to assist her Annt, aucl then 

did so iu such a way, that her .A.nut saw 

it was merely not to seem disohligi.11g, and 

she said she could easily do all that was to 

be clone herself: and declined Anna's offer. 

"\Vhile Anna ,ltas sitting idle, looking at lier 

Aunt, l\ir l\Turray came in. The 1wo little 

boys had hecu with him to get half au hour\; 

lesson, aucl he uow de~irecl Anua to rct urn 

with him to his study. ,\lieu then', lie took 

her on his kuec·. " "\Vell; my clear A1111a, ., 

i:-:aid he kiudlY, "how clo yon think you mm;t . . . 
:--JK'lHl your time while yon are with U8 ?" 
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"' I do not know, Uncle, but I will do 
whatever you bid me." 

" How long do you think you will live in 
this ,vorld, Anna?" Anna looked at her Un
cle, for she thought he was in jest; but he 
looked quite grave. "I do not know, Uncle. 
How can I know?" 

" You are now in your tenth year, Anna. 
The Bible says that three score years and 
ten is the usual term of life; now, if you 
have liYe<l ten years, according to the usual 
course, you may still live three score, that 
is, sixty years. Does not that appear a very 
long time'?'' 

" Yes, Uncle, very long.'' 
" Auel how long shall you live in heaven, 

or in hell, Anna, when you die ?" 
" For eYer, and ever," replied Anna, so-

lemnly. ·-

" And when sixty years are past in that 
fur ever, Anna, will it he any nearer an 
cud?" 

" No, Uncle." 
" No, my love, it will not, sixty, and six

N 
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ty, and sixty thousand years ·will pass a1Yay, 

and it ·will be no nearer an end. Now, what 

I wish to lead your thoughts to, my dear 

Anna, ,vas this question. If yon arc only to 

liYe sixty years more in this world, and per

haps not nearly so much; and if, in the next 

world, you are to live for ever and €ffer, 

whether ong·ht you to seek to be most ac-
L • 

c1uaintcd with such thiug-s as can on1y be of 

use, or giYe pleasure in this world, or ougl1t 

you to seek to he aNpmintcd with those 

things which ·ffill prepare you for heaven, 

ancl to liYe with God, and with holy angels, 

and holy people, for eyer and eyer ?" 

" I ought to seek to he acquainted with 

those things," replied Anna, " which will 

prepare me to go to hcayen." 

" Certainly, my c11ilcl: but <lo yon know 

that your heart will rise against your getting 

acquainted with such tlJings, for the ' na

tural man,' the unreuewed heart, loves uot 

~uch knmvlc(lo-c. It turns mrav from it, 
~ 

. 
and is much better pleased with the things 

of this passing world. But God ~ays, that 

we cam10t both love this \Vorlcl and love 

t t 

r, 

ri.,', 

I,, 

f ' 1.J 



J, 

ANNA ROSS. 14-7 

him; and that they who are his overcome 

their love of this world. Now, Anna, tell 

me ·what you haYe been learning, and we 

shall see what has been altogether for this 

world, ancl what may assist you in 1n·epar

i11g for another ; and while you are with us, 

you .sha11 go on with those things with 

which you have just said you thought it 

right to become acquainted. ,viiat has hi

therto been the first lesson of the day?" 

" The first thing I did in the morning 

with Miss Palmer, ,vas to practise n1usic 

for half an hour." 
" I think you did not join in singing the 

praises of God in our ·worship," obserYecl 

l\fr :;\Inrray. ",v care commanded to sing 

praises to him, and it is joining while on 

earth with the happy spirits in heaYen when 

we do so; l,ut mnsic without this has no re

forcucc to another world. ,'111en you prac

t ii-;cd, did it make you think of God, or any 

thing good ?" 
'• Oh, no, Uncle." 
,: Then, wl1ile you arc with us, Anna, we 

1,;hall onlvcnltivate that kind of mu!ilic which 
., 
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honours God, and leads us to love him. He 
has bestowed on Kenneth a beautiful voice, 
and a fine ear, and he shall teach you to sing 
hymns and psalms. Now what was the 
next lesson?" 

" Grammar, Uncle." 
" Very well. That may assist you to 

understand your own language better, and 
those useful books written in it; so let us 
see how far you are advanced ;" and Mr 
Murray brought a book, and examined Anna 
in her knowledge of grammar-and then of 
geography-and arithmetic-and French; 
all which he said might be useful, or neces
sary, in performing those duties she might 
be called to in life, and which were approv
ed of by God-such as becoming better ac
quain tcd with the different conditions of her 
fellow-creatures in other parts of the world 
-in managing an household-or being kind 
t t d " o s rangers, an so on. 

"And then we had our dancing lesson," 
continued Anna. 

" You shall yourself decide as to its use
fulness, Anna," replied her Unelc; and 
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Anna could not discoYer that it could be 

of auy use whatever in preparing her for 
heaYLn, or for fulfilling· any duty to her fel

lmv-creatures; awl then Uncle Wiurraysaid, 

" "\V ell, Anna, I think yon will have enough 

to do. Your first lesson ev'Jry day, after 

you ha Ye read and prayed in your own room, 

andjoinedin our familyworship, and 3~sist

ed your Aunt while I haYe the little boys, 

shall be with me; but as it is to be one of 

thought and reflection on your part, I shall 

always tc11 you, the day before, what I shall 

,vish you to do, that you may be prep~red, 

as you know I haYe Yery little time to spare 

from my duties to my people. To-morrow, 

my dear chil<l, ,vhcn you come here, I hope 

you will he prepared to answer me distinctly 

this question," and then :i\Ir l\Iurray wrote 

on a hit of paper, '~ 1Vhat docs Jesus Cluist 

say we ought to seek first?" and gayc it to 

Anna, and then sent her away to her Aunt, 

sayiug, that he would arrange about her 

other lessons when Kenneth and Norman 

t·amc l10rne. 
N 2 
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In a day or two every hour of Anna's 
time was occupied, excepting a part of the
forenoon, during whicl1 her Uncle was visit
ing the sick, or old, or affiicted, or dying) 
people in his parish, and her Aunt was 
busied with her household concerns, or 
teaching the little boys, and Kenneth and 
Norman were at school. During the even
ings, Kenneth became her teacher in gram
mar, geography, writing, and many other 
things which he knew about, Anna thought, 
better than Miss Palmer ; for Kenneth was 
very clever, and very industrious and stu
d.ions, and was ahvays at the head of all his 
classes at school. He was also so gentle to 
Anna, and so anxious she should learn from 
him, and took so much pains with her, that 
~he soon went to him, in all her difficulties, 
and told him e-very thing that distressed her, 
or that made her happy, and Kenneth was 
always ready to listen to her, and to tell her 
what was good and right; and when she 
was in fault, Kenneth would tell her so, 
hut so kindly, that she Joyed him the better: 
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and the questions that her Uncle gave he1· 

to answer every day, were always talked 

over with Kenneth, aud he could make her 

understand their meaning, and assist her in 

finding an answer, which made her know 

more about God and his will than she could 

find out herself. He assisted her to answer 

her Uncle's first question, and showed her 

that Jesus had said, " Seek ye first the 

kingdom of God, and his righteousness." 

When the days grew long, and tlie wea

ther warm, Kenneth, and Anna, and Nor

man, would go out in the fields to get their 

lessons ; and there was one favourite spot 

,vherc they usually went. It was a hill be

hind the house where the sheep went to 

feed. The turf on this hill was short and 

smooth, and mixed with pretty wild flowers, 

and there were ·grey stones and rocks on 

some parts of it, as if just intended for seats. 

One of these stones ·was their table, ancl 

others were their seats, and the manse, with 

its garden, and surrounding trees, was at 

the bottom of the hill, and many higher 

hills and mountains, partly coYcred with 



152 AXXA ROSS. 

heath, were all around them. Here they 
would sit and get their lcssons,-ancl 
Kenneth and No:rman ,vou]cl teach Auna to 
8ins. hymns,-and Kenneth would sinrr 

~ • 0 

words out of his own head, when he saw 
the sun set among the mountains, about the 
glory and goodness of Gocl,-ancl then he 
would speak so earnestly to Anna and Nor
ma11, about being sure that they had come 
to Christ, and that they had taken him for 
their Saviour, and loved him, that it would 
make them pray in their hearts while he was 
speaking to them. 

IVIonth after month passed away in this 
manner at Uncle l\'Iurray's, and Auna every 
day lovecl her Uncle, and Aunt, and Ken
neth, and Norman, and every one, more and 
more ; and they also treated her as if they 
loved her Yery, Yery dearly. Those hours 
in the forenoon which she at :first spent iu 
sauntering about in idleness, she now occu
pied in taking charge of Kenneth's clothes. 
She had thought wjth l1erself what s110 
could do in return for all the kindness and 
trouhlc he lJestowed on her, and it struck 
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her that she could thus best return his kind
ness, by lessening his Mother's cares. Her 
Aunt gratefully accepted her offer, and 
when Kenneth knew what she did, he was 
so obliged and grateful, she felt delighted 
to do any thing for him; and she was far, 
far happier when thus employed, and con
Yersing with her Aunt, than when idle. 

Anna never thought how time was pass
ing; and when her Uncle Murray, one eve
ing after she came in from the hill, took her 
on his knee, and said, "To-morrow, Anua, 
you have completed your stay of six months 
at Daluthen," Anna was so surprised, she 
could scarcely believe what she heard. 

" Six mouths, Uncle! Is it really six 
months? It seems so short." 

" It is indeed si.x months, my dear Anna; 
and I have a lett<fr from your Uncle Ross, 
saying, he and his family are coming to spend 
a few days ·with a friend who lives about 
fiye miles from this-that they will arrive 
there to-11101-ro,Y. They have been travelling 
about to see the country, but do not mean to 
sec any thiug- more till you join them, which 



AN:'.\.\. ROSS. 

your Uncle says must he the day after to

morro,v. Uncle ::.\Iurray looked sad when he 

told Anna this, and Anua could not keep 

from crying; and when she looked round, 

every one was looking sad or 2.nxiuus. 

"I am not going away," said Auna, clasp

ing her arms rouncl her Uncle's neck. ,; I 

am going to choose to remain here." 

" Stop, my_loye," said her Unc1e "hush, 

Kenneth," for Kenneth had uttered an ex

clamation of joy. " You must make your 

choice, Anna, in the presence of your "Cncle 

Ross and his family. You must nrav to God . ~ . 
to direct you. You must listen to your 11-

c-le and Aunt Ross, while they tell you what 

you must giYe up if yon ]eaYe them. All 

this you mu:-;t do before your choice is made, 

and I do not consider what you haYe said 

n°'v as at aH fixing your decision. l ~ 0 one 

must say another word on the suhject," con-

.,. tinned l\Ir i\Iurray, addressing his family, 

'- Anna must make her choice entirely lwr-

sclf." 
En!ry oue ohcycd ; hut even' one lonkPfl 

sa<l. It was ~oon kno11n in the honse that 

f • 
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Anna v?as going away, and perhaps might 
not come back, and Nannie and Matty look
ed as sad as the others; and they told it to 
the people who lived in the cottages near, 
and old JaEct Reay, to whom Kenneth, and 
Anna, ancl Norman, read the Bible by tun1s 
eYcry day, because she could no longer see, 
C'amc, almost bent double, and leaning on 
1wr sfaff, to the house, to heal' the " dear 
bairn's'' sweet Yoicc tell her that she would 
come hack; and the little orphan, "\Villy 
Gr~~ham, who ·was fed, and clothed, ana 

taught, and treated as a child, or brother, by 
:i\irs }lurray aucl the young people, watch
ed for .A.nna, that he might intreat her not 
to Ycx cycry body by going a,vay: and every 
oue lamented, because it would grieve l\Ir,;; 
l\Iurray, who seemed now to love Anna as 
a danghter. 

Auna did as her Uncle directed her. She 
prayed to God to teach her how to choose, 
and while she so prayed, she felt certain that 
Rhe ought to remain at her Uncle l\Iurray's; 
and that she ought to feel grateful to that 
God, who had indeed been her Father, and 
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had brought her from a house where she ,vas 

taught to forget, and disobey Him, to one 

where she was taught to love and sc1Te 

Him; and she determined to choose Uncle 

Murray's for her home. She, however, safrl 

nothing, as her Uncle had seeemcd to wish 

it so; and, on the morning she left Daluthen, 

·with him, to go to meet her Uncle Ross, 

every one seemed as sad as if she never was 

coming back. Aunt J\iurrny could scarcely 

let her go, but held her to lier heart, and 

kissed her, and wept, tiH Uncle l\tlurray 

was obliged, gently, to take her away; then 
Kenneth was not to be seen at all, and no

body knew where he \Vas but Norman who 

said he was not far away, but did not want 

to bid Anna fareweH; and Norman was at

tempting to keep from crying, but could 
not, and the little boys, and Nannie and 
Matty, were all crying; and ,Villy Graham 

was standing with his arms round Shag's 
11eck, whose back he seemed ready to mount 

and follow the carriage. 
At last 1'ir 1'Iurray aucl Auna crot away 

• b • ' 
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splendid house of :!\'Ir Hodges, a rich old 
West Indian friend of Uncle Ross's, who had 
purchased an estate, and built this fine house 
upon it. Mr Murray was so much respect
ed within many miles of his own neighbour
hood, that he was received with great civi
lity by 1\1r and Mrs Hodges, and Uncle 
Ross was in raptures to see his own Anna. 
" We shall not part again, my own child; 
we shall all be happy again. I have missccl 
you every day ; dear child, let me look at 
you. How you are grmvn ! and what a co
lour! Well, I shall always feel obliged to 
the 1\Iurrays, for they must have taken great 
care of you." 

" And she really does not look so awk
wardas I expected," said Aunt Ross; "a little 
too robust, perhaps, though no, I believe itis 
only the unfas11ionable shape of her frock and 
spenser. ,v c shall soon get all put to rights, 
and Louisa will do so much better when she 
has you again, my dear." 

" Where is Louisa, Aunt?" asked Anna, 
rather hurt at her not bei11g ready to meet.. 
her on her arriya]. 

0 
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" You shall sec her presently, my love," 

said her rncle, looking significantly at Aunt 

Ross. "Come, we s1ia11 sit in this ,vindow, 

and ·we shall sec her and George VC'ry soon.,, 

Anna sat dovn1 on her Uncle's knee, at 

the ·winclow, as he desired. " There they 
are!" exclaimed Uncle Ross. "Look, Anna! 

They wished to surprise you ;1' and, when 

Anna looked, she saw George driving Loui

sa in a low small curricle, drawn by two 

pretty ponies, which ,yerc ornamented by 
many gay trapping~ of blue and silver. 

""\Yell, Anna, what do you think of that?" 

asked l; ncle Ross. "They recei vcd that pret

ty carriage in a present from l\:Ir IIo<lg-c:,, 

and George will driYe you in it, my darling." 

Auna t}10ug-ht she had never seen any 

thing so beautiful, and she asked leave to go 

down and meet George and Louisa, who 

were now looking up to .. the windo"·, aud 

inviting her by signs to join them. 
"\Vhen Anna ,vent don'11, George desired 

Louisa to get out of tl1c curricle, and allow 

Anna to take her plaC'e, To this Louisa 
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George only laughed, and drove the quick• 

er. On coming to a turn in the road, a little 

way from the gate, Anna was much surpris

ed to see on a bank, at a little distance, Shag 

leisurely feeding, while "\Yilly Graham was 

lying on the grass beside him. ""\'-1.iat a 

pony! what an ill-kept animal!" exclaimed 

George, drawing the reins, so as to bring bis 

ponies to a walking pace. " And that cun

ning-looking little rascal ; I dare say he is 

one of the young rogues l\'.Ir Hodges is al

ways complaining of, who come to ponch, 

and who steal his hares." 
" No, no," exclaimed Anna, " he is not, 

indeed. I know who he is ;" but George, as 

u~ual, did not listen, but ca1led out, " Ho, 

you young scoundrel, what do you want, 

lying about there, watching for an oppor

tunity to steal !" for so he had heard l\'.Ir. 

Hodges address some boys the day before. 

" George ! George !" exclaimed Anna, 

attempting to stop him. "How can you 

speak so? It is "\Villy Graham. How can

yon he so cruel ? He would not steal for the-
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~vholn world. Let me out. I want to speak 
to \Villy." 

"Speak to that low boy, Anna! .No, uo, 
when you come back to Lis, you must forget 
tha.t you cYer knew such kind of people ;" 
and George turuecl his ponies, and drove 
back into the grounds, while Anna looked 
back tO'ivards poor ,vmy, who had neYer 
moYccl from his posture, nor said a lvord, but 
,vas :now looking wistft11ly after them. 

L nisa reproached George, on his return, 
for lu:.ving broken his word; and after he had 
given her a driYc for a little way, it was 
agreed that they should go for a time into 
the h::mse, as they wi~hcd to hear what An
na had hecn about while she was at the 
l\fanse. 1Vhatcver Anna told them only 
macle hcrtwo Cou~ins laugh; "and so," said 
George, at last, "poor Anna, you have sper t 
ilL'i.: months in praying, and singing Psalms, 
and reading to blind old women, and teach
ing dirty orphanR to spell, and ,vas;hing tea
cups, and darning your Cousin Clodpole's 

0 2 
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stockings. Oh, poor Anna, how I pity you! 

But it is over now, and we shall be as merry 

as we used to be, and you shall ha Ye as many 

drives as you please, in my curricle, to com

fort you, and make you forget your six 

l ' . " 
111011 t 1s misery. 

" And come now with me," said Louisa, 

" and I shall sho,v you the dresses J\lamma 

has bought for you, though you are so grown, 

I fear they wHl be rather short ; but, at any 

rate, they will be Yery pretty, and you are 

to go out of mo1u-ning when you come back 

to us. And some ladies and young people 

are to cline here to-clay, and you know, af

ter tea, there is to be your declaration of 

your choice, and then, when your solemn 

Uncle l\Iurray goes away, we are to finish 

the day by a little ball ; and J\Ir Hodges 

has been so busy preparing, for he has no 

children of his own, though :\Iamma says he 

is dying to haYe some, and he is so fond of 

us-but come away-" and off Louisa flew, 

dragging Anna along ·with her to her l\1am-



k 
I ,, 
(. 

of 

', 
;i 

ANNA ROSS. 163 

ma's room, where many dresses were display

ed, and 1\1:rs Ross's 1naid ready to chess the 

children. Aunt Ross herself soon appeared, 

ancl then thel'e was such fitting, and cut

ting of hair, and curling, and dressing, for 

about two hours, and then Mrs Ross pro

nounced Anna to be "really wonderfully 

improved in looks," and astonishingly little 

awkward, considering all things. During 

this business of dressing, Louisa had been 

constantly running to the window to look at 

the carriages which arrived with company to 

dinner, and at some she laughed and others 

she achnired. 
At last 1\-Irs Ross and her two girls de-

scended to the drawing-room, where a large 

party wc1·e assembled, consisting of ladies 

and gentlemen, and young IJcoplc; and they 

and Aunt Ross, and the girls, were in trod need 

to each other, and then they all sat very form

ally, and began to try to s1Jeak to each othe1·. 

Some of the young people did not look formal, 

andscemedhappytomcet; butAunaremcrn

bered that l1cr Aunt Ross used to wan1 Loui-
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sa and her against becoming intimate with 
any young person till she had discovered 
who they were, and given them leave; and 
Anna, though she had, on the co11+rary, been 
taught by he1· Uncle l\iurray to love every 
one, and to he Jways ready to meet any hu
man being kindly, yet now felt, somehow, 
as if she must obey her Aunt Ross in the 
present company. 

After dinner the young people were al
lowed to go out on the la,vn, and to see 
George's beautiful curricle: and then George 
and Louisa to1d their young companions of 
the choice Anna was to make in the evening, 
and laughed when they spoke of her Uncle 
l\'1urray, and said it was ridiculous of him to 
stay, for it would be impossible for any cue 
to help laughing if he looked disappointed. 

Some of the boys said they ,voulcl not 
laugh, they would be sorry for l\Ir l\Iur-
1·ay. 

" Sorry P' repeated George, " sorry that 
Anna is not to spend all her life in singing 
Psalms and darning stoeking-s !" and then 
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most of the young people laughed, and An

na thought in her heart, she would rather 

be with her Uncle Murray, and her Aunt, 

and Kenucth, where every one loved each 

other, and felt kindly for each other, than 

stay in ever so fine a house, where people 

could amuse themselves by laughing at her 

dearest friends ; and when she looked at 

George, as he stood holding the reins of his 

pretty ponies, and speaking in this way, she 

thought she would 1·ather sing hymns with 

Kenneth on the hill, or even darn his stock

ings alone in her Aunt's little parlour, and 

think how grateful he would feel to her for 

doing so, than dri •;e in George's curricle 

all the day long. 
At last tea was over, and Mr :.'lurray 

said he must prepare for returning home. 

Uncle Ross had'been very civil to l\h Mur

ray, because he thought he would have to 

part with Anna in the evening, and was 

sorry for him ; and now he placed a chair 

for him near himself, ancl said," Let us two 

Unclei;; speak a few words each to Anna.~ 
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and then let her say in whose house she will 
choose to remain as her future home. Anna 
sat opposite her Uncles. Her Aunt Ross 
sat by her, and whispered to her, " Now, 
my love, say nothing rude or unkind to 
your Uncle lVIm-ray." 

All the other ladies and gentlemen and 
young people sat, or stood arouru1, and 
waited in silent expectation for the encl of 
this scene. 

Uncle Ross then said, "l\1y dear Anna, 
your parents left directions in their will 
that you should be allowed to choose your 
own home. They directed that you should 
:first reside six months with me, then six 
months with your Uncle, lVIr lVIurray, and 
at the end of these twelve months choose 
with whom you would 1·emain. You are now 
ten years old, Anna, and J1ave a great deal 
of good sense; so I am sure you must he 
aware of how superior the adYantages you 
will enjoy in my house must be to those 
which your good Uncle l\Ir Murray has to 
offer you. I will now say, before all these 
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ladies and gentlemen, that if you come to 
me, I will make your fortune the same as 
Louisa's; and you know, Anna, I love you 
with the affection of a father." Mr Ross 
said no more; but turned to l\!r Murray, 
who immediately said, " In choosing to re
main wi.th me, Anna, I plainly tell you that 
yoLL will give up many worldly advantag·es. 
I can offer you none whatever; but, Anna, 
'what will it profit yon, if you gain the whole 
world and lose your own soul?' You know 
in whose house your soul's concerns wiH be 
most attended to. Think, my child, what 
counsel your parents would give you ·were 
they at this moment present. I shall say 
no more, Anna. You know that your Aunt 
and I, and all of us, loYe yon dearly, and 
wi11 rejoice to have you ; so, my love, think 
iu your heart, amt then choose." 

" I have chosen," exclaimed Anna, rising 
and throwing herself on her Uncle l\Turray'i:; 
breast. " I will ncycr leave you, Uncle 
l\ilurray. Yon shall teach me. You have 
tanght me how I shall again meet my o,yn 
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clear Niamma---how I shall go to heaven. 

Uncle l\Iurray, I choose to remain with 

you." 
" Anna, Auna, what do you mean? Think 

before you speak!" exclaimed Uncle Ross, 

seizing her arm to draw her away. 

"No, no," said Uncle 1\Iurray, clasping 

he1~ close into his breast. " I will not give 

up my own dear child.'' 

"Sir, how can you be so madly selfish!" 

exclaimed Uncle Ross, in a voice of such 

passion that it made Anna cling closer to 

her Uncle :Murray. " You know that you 

have not a sixpence to giYe the child. You 

know that if you were to die to-morrow, 

your own would be beggars, and that Anna 

would be obliged to come to me. Give up 

the child.'' 
" I will not give up my precious child," 

replied Uncle l\Iurray quite mildly. "Your 

life, Sir, and my life, and her lifo, are in the 

hands of God. \Ve have only to act aright 

in the vrescnt mornent, and lcaYe the fu

ture to Him." 

I ~ • . r 



ANNA ROSS. 160 

!\'Ir Hodges now took ]\fr Ross aside, and 

spoke something about law; and then Uncle 

Ross became calmer, and said, " You are 

right, Hodges, the law will set such a mat

ter as this to rights;" but Aunt Ross knew 

that J\tlr !lodges had just put law into Un

cle Ross's head to make him calm, and that 

no law coulcl set aside a 1Jarent's will in such 

a matter. She therefore attempted to use 

fair means. 
"J\Iy dear J\:Ir 1\1unay," saicl she, putting 

on her most winning face, "surely you are 

not serious?" 
'· I am l)erfoctly so, i\Iadam," replied 1\'Ir 

l\iurray. 
'" But consider the child's interest, Sir." 

" I do, 1\Iadam, I think the salvation of 

the chil<.l's soul her very nearest inter-

est." 
"Pshaw! 1\Ir 1\Iurray, that is mere cant," 

rejoined i\Irs Ross, getting angry; but re

collecting herself, "at least," acl<.led she, 

"you say so in character as a clergyman; 

hut sureh·. in conscience, you must be aware 
.. ., ~ ... 

p 
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of the superior aclnmtagcs Anna would en
joy with us." 

",vhat are the ach·antagc~ you mean, 
l\fadam ?" asked ::\Ir l\Iurray, on observing 
that the whole party were listening- except
ing Unde Ross and ~'fr Hodges. "1'Vhy, 
Sir, how can you ask such a ques6on? 
EYcry one must know what J mean. Ad
vantages in education, in manners, in for
tune, in society, in every thing." 

"But the one tlting needjttl," said l\Ir 
l\Iurray, smiling. Then tnrni11g to _\.1ma, 
who s6ll clung to him, "i\ily Anna, we must 
go ; take leave of your Cousin ." 

George and Louisa looked c1uitc stupificd 
with astonishment; and when Anna ,vent 
to take leaYc, turned a,vay from her without 
speaking. But wheneyer she and her l:ncle 
left the room, they seemed to come to lif c, and 
ran down stairs. Some of tlie other young 
people alsofollon·ed; and Gcorgccaughthold 
of Anna, exclaiming, "Auna is in jest, Sir. 
She does not mean ·what you suppose. Come 
back, Anna," attempting to dra·n· her away. 
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"No, 110, no," exclaimed Auna, "I am 
not in jest. Farewell, George ;" and she 
held fast hy her Uncle's arm. 

"Go then, 1\1:iss Anna," said George in a 

vassion, " and darn stockings to the end of 
the chapter. John," continued he, "is the 
old rattle-um of a chaise ready? Get them 
a,vay. " 

The old chaise was soon at the door; for 
the servants had neYer asked the post-boy to 
put it or his horses any where, and left him 
to feed them as he could ; and now not 
one of the saucy footmen seemed to intend 
to open the door ; while George stood pre
tending to laugh at the crazy machine, as 
he called the chaise. Two of the young ,j
sitors, howcYcr, immediately ran forward, 
and opened the carriage door, and, as they 
handed Anna in, said, " You have done very 
right." And then they looked with much 
respect at l\'Ir :\Iurray, who shook hands 
kindly with them as he passed into the car
nage. 
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Anna felt happy when she found herself 

safe and alone with her Uncle Murray; and 

she threw her arms round his neck, and he 

embraced, and blessed her, and called her 

his daughter, and looked so haJ)PY and so 

kind, that she thought him like what an 

angel ·would be, when she thought at the 

same time of the angry passionate faces she 

had left; and she loved him more dearly 

than eyer. 
When Anna and her Uncle came to that 

part of the road near the gate, where Anna 

had seen v\Tilly-there he was still. The in

stant, however, in which he cliscovered that 

Anna was in the chaise with her Uncle, he 

sprung on -Shag's back, and urging him 

up the bank, and across a .f.cld towards a 

hill at a little distance, he was soon out of 

sight. In about five minutes, as the tra

vellers passed the hil1, a bright blaze burst 

forth on its top, and instantly there was an

other blaze on a hill about half a mile farther 

on the road to Daluthen, and then another 

and another all the way to the rna11se. For 
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so Kenneth aucl ,villy had ag1·ecd, that it 

might be known as soon as possible whether 

Auna was retm·ning : and ,1/illy had got 

friends of his to gather dried whins, and 

place them on the to1 of these hills, aud re

main beside them, keeping U}) a little fire to 

he .reacly to set the whins in a blaze; and 

Kenneth had remained with bis mother; 

nrnl ,villy and Shag had watchccl at l\ilr 

Hodges' gate, to he ready the inshmt he saw 

i\'Ir i\'lnrray, either to have the signals set 

on fire, or to return in i:-adness. 
And now the post-boy seemed to enter 

into every ore's fccli11gs of anxiety to nwet, 

and his horses wcut so rapidly-and Uncle 

1\'Iurray was so kind, and spoke to Anna as 

his own child, ancl seemed so pleased with 

her, that she um~~r had felt so happy in her 

,Yhole life hcfoTc-and •wheu she came with

in a.bout a quarter of a mile of the manse, 

there was Aunt l\Iurray, and Kenneth, ancl 

the other boys all coming to meet her-and 

then such a joyful m_ceting, though Kc1meth 

<1icl not "l rak a word, and there were tcar5. 
p 2 
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in his eyes-and then old Janet Reay was 

seated at her cottage door as they passed, 

that she might once more hear the dear 

bairn's s,veet, cheery Yoice-ancl many of 

lWr l\Iurray's people were standing about 

near the road, just to see the dear young 

creature, who had given up this world, and 

chosen the better part--and all was love, 

and kindness, and good will-and l\fr l\I ur

ray spoke kindly to his people, and they 

looked with reverence and loYe at him-and 

when the party went into the house, there 

was Nannie and 1\Tatty in equal joy, though 

they both declared they were sure Miss 

Anna would come back. Sweet was the 

hymn to Anna that she sung with all her 

dear friends that night, and still sweet

er ·was it to her when she heard her Un

cle thank God for having put it into the 

heart of their lJeloved child to return to 

them. 
Next Sabbath 1\'Irs Murray put off her 

mourning dress, and Anna put off hers; 

for Mrs l\'Iurray £-aid• she and }Ir 1\'.lurray 

ha 
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had found another daughter instead of their 
Mary, and the orphan Anna had found a 
father, and mother, and brothers; though 
l\1rs Murray still often spoke of her belov
ed Mary, and Anna often spoke of her own 
Papa and Mamma, who lay far away, near 
the field of Waterloo. 

THE END • 

EDINBUR(;H: 
Arch, Allanlice and Co. Printon, 

Govford's Clo~e. 
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like Gertrnde, to choose that better part which shall never 
be taken from them.''-Christian Jlcraldfor Januur;1, 
1822. 

PROFESSION IS NOT PR INCTPLE; 
NA"'.\1E OF CnnISTIA:-1 1s 1"OT CHRISTIA!iIT\·. 

edition, 181110, 3~. Gd. extra boards. 

OR TIJP. 

Scc,•ud 

" This is certainly tlw work of a very able pen. The 
truism in the title con\"ey~ a very important lesson, \\hich 

·,l 



cl 
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is nbly amplified throughout tlw book, which contains a 
liL'ries of very interesting conversations l.ietween two old 
friends. "-E1 1cmgclical Jfagazinefur February, 1823. 

" This work is well written, and displays cons:dnable 
powers both of argument and composition. It abounds 
with passages marked by ingenious reasoning, beautiful 
description, and pathetic incidcnt.-Our readers will 
see, from the remarks we have made, that we have ex
amined this book with care, and our favourabie report ot 
it is the result of dEdiberatc conviction. It is wit!"t the 
utmost confidence that we pronounce it to be a work of 
no common merit: and, we trust, the author will be en
couragecl to proceecl in attacking other prejudices against 
the principles and feelings of the gospel, and to employ 
the energy of a powerful mincl, and ch::irms of a style 
markccl by correctness and beauty, in promoting that. clt>
voteclness to the Saviour, which is the whole duty and 
felic.:ity of redeemed man. "-Edinburgh Christian Jloni
tor, February, 1823. 

FA TIIE R CLE:.\IEXT; A Ho:1u.N CATHOLIC ST,JRY, 
lSmo. -t.s. Gd. extra boards. 

"\.Ve cordially welcome another volume from the pen 
of the author of • The Decision;' and we rejoice to ob
S<'rve, in a writer so highly qualified to be useful, no in
dication whatever of e:i:h;,iw,tiun or lassitude, but un open
ing rathl'r of new stores, and a putting forth of fresh \i
gour in her progress. ' Father Clement' is altogether an 
inteUigcnt, in~trnctive, and intcrc~ting production ; and 
we much regrl't that our limits will not permit us to en
ter into a farther analy~is of its contents, and to dwell 
lunger upon its many pleasing top:cs. 

" The book is obviously acldres!>etl to rea,lers in the 
higher ranks of lifo, and is written with a measure of 
judgment, taste, ancl candour, peculiarly calculated to 
gain their attention ; :it thl' 1oame time that it is neither 
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t1bove the comprehension, nor unsuitable for the edifica~ 

tion, of ordinary readers, The construction of the story 

is extremely simple. There is just enough of incident to 

arrest the attention without carrying away the thoughts 

from the salutary instruction grafted on the narrative.

In point of sentiment, style, and spirit, we do not know 

any production of the same description, which we would 

be more disposed to point out as a model for imitation." 

-Christian Jnstnictorfor ]i,[arch, l 82-:b. 

" The views of divine truth which this volume exhibits 

are sound, enlarged, and striking. The controversy in 

it is managed with all the meekness anc1 sagacity of wis

dom. The characters drawn in it show great accuracy 

of observation, while the style is not only correct through

out, but is in many places eloquent and powerful in no 

common degree. "-Christian J,,Jonitorfor February, 182-1-. 

" This little work is both enticing and seasonable. 

That it is enticing may be fairly stated as a matter of 

fact, since it carried ourselves on with interest to the end, 

watchful as we are known to be against being pleased 

contrary to our calm judgmLnt.-Sabbalh Sclwul }.fagazim: 

fu1· Scotland, l\[arch, 1S2-1-. 

ANDREW CA?IIPBELL'S VISIT TO ms IRlSH 

COUSINS, 18mo. stit. ls. 

THE WORD OF GOD, OR THE WORD OF 

l\IAN, Addressed to Irish Catholics, by a Friend in 

Scotland. l8mo. 4d. 

In the Press. 

DUN ALLAN; or the 1\1.ETUODIS'I HusB..\ND, 3 vols, 

12mo. 
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