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THE ORPHAN BO.Y. 

ONE day, as 1\'lr. Glover ,vas 

returning ho1ne after taking a ride 

oYer his estates, and passing by the 

\Vall of a burying-ground belong­

ing- to a sn1all village, he heard the 
~onnd of groans and la111entations. 

As he had a heart that ·was ever open 

to the distresses of others, he alight­

ed fro1n his horse to ~ee fron1 

,vhence the voice pro~~eded, and 

g·ot oYer the inc1osure. 
C 

()n his entering the place, he pcr-

C'Pi vcd a grave fresh filled up; 

upon ,vhich, at fiJll length, lay a 

child ahont five year~ old, ,vho 

was crying· sadly. 1\Jr (Hover 
B 



2 THE OHPH.A~ BOY. 

,vent up to hi1n, and tcnderl y 

asked hi1n ·what he did there. " I 

a1n ca1li:i,1g n1y n1other," said he; 

they laid her here yesterday, 

and she does not get up:" 

1\lr. Glover then told hin1, that 

his poor 1nother ,vas dead, and 

,vould get up no n1ore. '' I kno,v ," 

replied the poor child, "that they 

tell 111c she is dead, but I do not 

believe it. She ,vas perfectly ,vell 

,vhen she left n1e the other day ,vith 

old Susan our neig'11bour ; she told 

inc she ,vould soon con1e hack, but 

she has not kept her ,vorcl. 1\'I y 

ihther has gone a,vay too, and also 

n1y little brother ; and the other 

boys of the village will not pfoy 

,vith 1ne, but say very naughty 

thing·s about 111y father -and 1nother, 

'I ,, 
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3 THE OHPU.A:'\ BOY. 

which Yexes n1e 1nore than all. 0 
n1ain1ny, get up, get up!'' 

Mr. Glover's eyes ,vere filled 

with tears ; he asked hi111 ,vhere his 

father and brother ,vere gone to. 

Ile replied, that he did not kno\v 

"·here his fhther \Vas ; and as to his 
little brother, he ,vas the day 

hefn·e taken to another town, hy a 

person dressed in black just like 

their parson. Mr. Glover then 

asked hin1 ,vhere he Jived. "vVith 

our neighbour Susan," said he. " I 
a111 to be there till n1y n1othcr 

con1es back, as she pro1nised n1e. I 
love 111y other n1an1n1y Susan 

very ,veil; but I love 111y 1natnn1y 

that lies here a great deal better. 

0 1nother ! 1nother ! why do you lie 
::o long? ,vbPn \Vill you get up ?" 



THE ORPHA~ BUY. 

,~ l\iy poor child," said )Jr. 
Glover, "jt is in vain to call her, 
for she ·will a\vake no 1nore ! "­
" Then," said the poor little boy, 
"I n-ill lie doYrn here, and sleep by 
her. Ah ! I sa,v her when th('y 
put her into a great chest to carry 
her away. Oh, ho,v ·white she 
\Vas ! and ho,v cold ! I ,vill lie 
down here and sleep by her!" 

The tears 110,v started fron1 the 
eyes of .l\Ir. Glover, for he could no ,I 

longer conceal then1, bnt stooping 
dovvn, took the child up in his 
anns, and tenderly kissed hi111. 
asking hi1n ,vhat ,vas his nan1c. 
"\1/hen I a1na good boy they call 1ne 
Jackey, and when I heh::n·e anti ·, 
they say you Jack." -:\Ir. GloY ·r, 
though in t<.\ar , roulrl not lwl p 

.,Jr 
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1fHE OHPHAN llOY. 5 

s1niling at -the innocence and si1n­
plicity of this answer, and begged 
Jackey to conduct hi1n to the house 
of the good Susan. 

The child very readily consented, 
and, running before hi111 as fast as his 
legs ,vould carry hin1, conducted 
~Ir. Glover to Susan's door. Susan 
,vas not a little surprised on seeing 
Jack conduct a gentle1nan into her 
cottage, and then running to her, 
hid his little head 111 her lap, 
crying, "this is she ! this is n1y 
other n1annny !'' lVlr. Glover, ho,v­
ever, did not keep her long in . .sus­
pcnce, but related to her ,vhat he 
had just seen, and begged Susan to 
g;ivc hi1n the history of the parents 
of this little boy. Su~an desired the 
~-t-•11tlen1an to be seated, and thC'n 
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) 'l'!LC OHPHA~ llGY. 

related to hi111 the follo,v .iug parti­
culars:-

" The father of this poor child is 
a shoen1aker, and his house is npxt 
to 111ine. llis ·wife, though a hand­
so1ne, ,vas not a healthy ,vo111an ; 
but she ,vas a careful and good 
housewife. It is about seven years 
~ince they ,vere 1narried, ahvays 
Ii ,·ed together on the best tenns, 
anct undoubtedly ,vould have been 
perfectly happy, had their affairs 
been a little better . 

. , John had nothing beyond ,vhat 
his trade produced hi1n, and l\lar­
garet, his ,vife, being left an orphan, 
had only a little 1noney ,vhich i-;he 
had scraped together in the servire 
of a neighbouring· curate. ,vith this 
they bought the 1110$t necessary 
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l1HE ORPHAN BOY. 7 

articles of household furniture, and 
a s1nall stock of leather to begin 
business vvith. However, by dint 
of labour and good 1nanagc1nent, 
they for so1ne years contrived to 
live a little con1fortably. ,. 

"' As children increased, so did 
their difficulties, and n1isfortunes 
seldo1n con1e alone. Poor Mar­
garet, who daily ·worked in the 
fields during· hay tin1e, to bring 
ho1ne a little n1oney to her husband 
at night, fell ill, and continued so 
all the harvest and \"rinter. John's 
custo1ners left hi111 one after ano­
ther, fearing that ,vork could not go 
on properly in a sick house. 

" Thoug·h l\Iargaret at last grc,v 
better, yet her husband's ,vork con­
tinued to decline, and he was oblig-
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eel to bo1To,v 1noney to pay the 
apothecary ; ,vhile poor l\fargai·et 
continued so ,vcakly that nobody 
thought it worth their ,vhile to 
en1ploy her. The rent of their 
house and the interest of the 1noney 
they had borrovved ,vere heavy 
loads upon the1n; and they ,vere 
frequently obliged to endure hun­
ger the1nselves, in order to g-i ve a 
n1orsel of bread to their poo1~ 
children. 

" To add to their n1isf ortune, the 
hard-hearted landlord threatened to 
pnt poor John in jail, if he did not 
pay the two quarters rent that ,vc"\re 
due; and though he is the richc~t 
11.nn in the place, it was with the 
gTeatci:,t difficuhy that they could 
obtain a n1011th';-:; del,1y. _ Ile decbr-

' ' 
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rrHE ORPIIAX IlOY. 9 

eel if they did not at the end of that 

ti1ne pay the Yvho]e, he vvould sell 

their furniture, and put John in 

prison. Their house ,vas no,v a 

picture of n1elancholy and distress. 

llo,v often have I la1nented 111y 

inability to assist the di5tresscs of 

this honest couple ! 

"I ,vent n1yself to their landlord: 

and begged of hi111, for God's sake, 

to have s0111e con1passion on these 

unfortunate people, and eYen of­

fered to pawn to hi Ill a 11 I was 

possessed of in the ,Yorld ; but he 

treate<l n1c with conte1npt, and told 

1ne I ,vas <,s bad as they ,vere. · I 

was obliged, however, being only a 

poor \Yiclo·w, to bear the insult ,vith 

patience, and contented 111 yself by 

eaf-:tu 0 • n1v heart ,vith a flood of 
h .J 

1 c·ars. 



1 U THE ORPHAN BOY. 

" I advised poor l\!Iargaret to 
111ake her distresses kno,vn to the 

"'orthy clcrgy1na11, ·with ·who1n she 
had so long lived ,vith an unble1n­
ished character, and to beg of hin1 

to advancP- the111 a little n1011ey. 
l\fargaret replied that she supposed 
her husband ·wou]d not like that 

proposal, fearing that their friend 
111ight suspect their necessities pro­
ceeded fron1 1nisn1anagen1ent. 

" It is but a fe,v days ago since 
she brought 111e her hvo children, 
and begged n1e to take care of the1n 
till the evening. Her intention 
,vas to go to a village at a little 
distance, and endeavour to get 
so1ne hen1p fron1 the ,veaver to 
spin, ,vith a YiCVt' to get son1cthjng-
10\Y,1Tds the debt. .A.$ she could 
not pcr~uaclc hci'~clf to ,vait upon 
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THE OHPHAX BOY. 11 

the clergy111an, her husband had 
undertaken it, and had accordingly 
set off on that business. As 
Margaret ,vas going, she clasped 
her hvo children to her breast and 
kissed the111, little thinking it \Yas 
to be the last ti1ne she should 
ever see thern. 

" Soon after she was gone, I 
heard son1e noise in her house, but 
supposed it 111ight be only the flap­
ping of the door. However, the 
evening can1e on, and 1ny neigh­
bour did not co1ne to fetch her 
children as usual. I therefore dcter-
1nined to go to her house, and see 
if ~he ,vas co1ne ho1ne. I found the 
door open and ,vent in; but· 
ho,v shall I express 111y horror and 
a:--tonisJpncnt, ,vhen I fi)und noor 

/ J 



1 •). - 'l'ILC OLPHAN BOY. 

Iviargaret lyin,n· dead at the foot uf 
the stairs ! 

. 

"1\fter trying in vain to recover 
her, I fetched the surgeon, ,vho 
shook his head, and said all ,vas 
oYer. The coroner's inquest brought 
in their Ycrdict, aceiclcntal death; 
but, as her husband ,vas 1nis&iug, 
i11-natured people raised suspicious 
reports. Iler death, however, was 
easily to be accounted for; ~he hacl 
returned to her house, to go up to 
the loft for a bag to hold her hc1np, 
and us her eyes ,Ycre still dinnncd 
with tears, she had 1nis:·cd her step 
in coining dovn1, and fa1leu front 
the top of the 8tairs, ,vith her h~ad 
foreinost, on the ground. The bng 
that lay by her side ~ho\\'C'd thi: t > 
ha ,·e been the rn~e. 

' I 
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THE ORPHAN nov. 13 

" I 1nade an offer to the parish 
officers to keep the two children 
n1yself, not doubting, but that the 
goodness of God, even a poor w1do\v 
as I ,vas, would enable 1ne to sup­
port the1n. The ,vorthy curate 
ca111e yesterday to see the unfortu­
nate l\Iargaret, and great indeed 
,vas his affiiction ,vhen I related to 
hin1 ,vhat I have been no,v telling 
you. I then told him, that John 
,vas gone to hin1; but I was 1nuch 
surprised, ,vhen he declared he had 
seen nothing of hi111. The bvo 
children can1e up to hi111, and little 
Jack asked hin1, if he could not 
a,vake his 1nother, ·who had been a 
long tin1e asleep. This brought 
tears into the eyes of the good 
curate, who propo!-!cd to take tl1c 

() 



14 THE ORPHAN BOY. 

hvo chjldren hon1e to his o,vn holise, 
and bring the1n up under his care; 
but as I could not consent to part 
,vith both these innocents, it \Vas at 
last agreed, that he should take the 
younger, and leave 111e the elder. 

"He asked litt]e Jack if he should 
not like to go with hi1n. 'vVhat, 
,vhere 1ny 1nother is?' said Jack, 
'oh! yes, ,vith all 1ny heart!' 'No, 
1ny little 1nan,' replied the curate, 
' I do not n1ean there., but to 111y 
handson1e house and garden.'-'No> 
no,' ans,vered Jack., 'I will stay 
here ,vith Susan, and every day go 
to ·where 1ny 1nother is; for I ,vou1d 
rather go there than to your hana­
son1e garden.' 

" This ,vorthy curate did not 
choo:--e to vex the child 111ore, who 

u . I 



THE ORPHA BOY. 15 

,vent and hid hi1nself' behind rny 
bed curtains. He told 1ne he would 
send his man for the younger, ,vho 
,vould be 111ore trouble to n1e than 
the elder child, and, before he \Vent, 
left 111e son1e 111oney towards the 
support of this. 

"This, Sir, is the whole of this 
unfortunate business. vVhat n1akes 
1ne exceedingly uneasy at present 
is, that John does not return, and 
that it is reported in the parish, 
that he has connected hi1nself ,vith 
a gang of s1nuggl~rs, and that lus 
wife put an end to her life through 
gTief. These stories have obtained 
such credit in the village, that even 
the children have got it; and 
,vhcnever poor Jack atte1npts to 
1nix with thcn1, they drive hi1n 
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a\vay, as thougll he were infectious. 
Hence the poor little fello,v is quite 
dull, and noiv never goes out, but 
to pay a sad visit to his 1nother's 
grave." 

lVIr. Glover, ,vho had silently lis­
tened to this 1nelancholy tale, ,va:::: 
deeply aflected by it. Little Jack 
,vas now got close up to Susan, he 

looked at her ,vith fondness, and 
often called her his n1other. l\f r. 
Glover at length broke silence, and 
told Susan she was a ,vorthy ,vo1nan, 
,1nd that God ,vould not fail to 
re\vard her for her generosity 
to,vards this unfortunate fan1ily. 

"Ah!" said Susan, "l a1n happy 
in ,vhat I have done, and I ·wish I 
could have done 1nore; but 1ny only 
po~.~es~ion_" consi 't.' ju 1ny cottage, a 
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THE ORPHAN BOY. 17 

little garden, in which I have a 

few greens., and what I can earn by 
the labour of 1ny hands. Yet for 
these eight years that I have been a 

widow, God has not suffered n1e to 
,vant, and I trust he never "vill." 

Mr. Glover ren1inded her, that 
keeping the little boy must be very 
inconvenient to her, and that she 
,vould find it difficult to supply hin1 
,vith clothes. She answered, " I 
leave the care of that to Hi1n ,vho 
clothes the fields ·with grass, and 
the trees \vith leave~. Ile has given 
1ne fingers to sevv and spin, and 
they shall ,vork to clothe n1y poor 
little orphan. I ,vill never part 
with hi111." 

l\lr. Glover ,vas astonished at this 
good w-0111:111'::; resolution. a I 111u:t 

C 2 



18 THE OHPHA>T BOY. 

not suffer you alone," said he, " to 
ha \Te all the honour of befhcnding 
this poor orphan, since Goel has 
bestowed on 111e those blessings of 
affluence ,vhich you do not enjoy. 
Pennit n1e to take care of the edu­
cation of this s,veet boy; and, since 
I find that you cannot live separate, 
I \rill take you Loth hon1e ,vith inc, 
and provide for you. Sell your 
cottage and garden, and n1akc n1 y 
house your o,vn~ where you n1ay 
spend the re1nainder 0f your life 
a1nidst peace and plenty." 

Susan gaye l\1r. Glover a n1ost 
nifcctionate look, but Legged he 
,vould excuse her acceptiug hi~ 
offer, as she was fond of the spot on 
which "he ,vas born, and li Ycd in 
~o long. Be~idc:s, Jie added, "he 

o_ 



THE OHPHAN BOY. 19 

could not suit her~.elf to the hustle 

of a great house, and should soon 

gro,v sick, ·were she to live upon 

dainties in idleness. " If you "'ill 

please," continued Susan, "no-,v 

and then to send hin1 a sn1all 

1natter to pay for his schooling, 

and to supply hi1n ·with tools ,vhcn 

he shall take to busines.s, God will 

not fail to reward you for your 

bounty. .A.s I haxe no child, he 
~hall be as one to 111e, and ,vhatever 

I possess shall be his at 111y death.'' 

~fr. GloYer; finding she did not 

choose to quit her habitation, told 

her, he ~hould every 111011th send 
her ,vhat ,vould be sufficient for 

ber support, and that 11e ,vould 

Eon~eti1nes con1e and see then1 

hi1nsclf. Susan lifted up her hands 
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to !leaven, and bid Jackey go and 
ask the gentle111an's blessing, lvhich 
he did. He theu threw do·wn his 
purse on the table, bid the111 a 
fare·well, and n1ounting his horse, 
took the road that led to the parish 
in \vhich the curate lived. 

On Mr. Glover's arrival there, he 
found the curate reading a letter, 
on ,vhich he had shed son1e tears. 
Ile explained the cause of his visit 
to this ,vortby divine, and asked 
hi111 if he kne,v what "\-Vas bcco1nc 
of the father of the hvo little unfor­
tunate children. The curate re­
plied, that it was not a quarter of 
an hour ~ince he received a letter 
fro1n hin1 to his ,vifc. "It was,'' 
~aid the curate, " inclosccl in one to 
n1e, and contains a s1nall draft for 

, e 
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THE ORPHAN BOY. 21 

the use of his ·wife ; he requests n1e 
to deliver it to her, and to console 
her for his absence. As she is dead, 
I have opened the letter, and here it 
is; be so kind as to read it." Mr. 
Glover took the letter, the parti­
culars of ·which ,vere as follo-,v: 

" I-Ie hoped his ,vife vvould not 
give herself any uneasiness on ac­
count of his absence. As he was 
going to the clergyn1an's house, he 
began to think that it could be of 
no use to go thus a begging, and, if 
he should bo1To,v n1oney, he ,v<·s 

not sure he should be able to pay it, 
,vhich he thought ,vould be as bad 
as thieving. At this instant a 
thought struck into his head, that 
he ·was young and hearty, stout 
and able-bod icd, an<l therefore could 
sec no harn1 if he entered on board 
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a 111an of ,var for a fe,v years, 
·where he n1ight stand a chance of 
getting a fortune for his ,vife and 
children, at least get enough to 
pay all his debts. ,vhile he ,vas 
thinking of this n1atter, a press­
gang ca1ne up, and asked hi1n if he 
,vould enter, telling hi111 that they 
,vould give hi1n five pounds bounty. 
The thought of receiving five 
pounds fixed his detennjnation at 
once, and he accordingly entered, 
received the 1noney, and sent every 
farthing of it to his ,vife, ,vith his 
love and blessing, and hoping they 
,vould all join in their prayers to 
God for hin1. He hoped the ,var 
·would soon be over, and that he 
should then return with inexpressi­
ble joy to his dear wife." 

l.Vlr. Glover':-~ eve~ s,vinnned with •' 

I • 
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THE ORPHAN BOY. 23 

ears all the tin1e he was reading· 
the letter. When he had finished 
it, " This 111an," said he, " n1ay 
indeed be justly called a good 
husband, a tender father, and an 
honest n1an. There is an expres­
sive pleasure in being a fi·iend to 
such characters as these. I \vill 
pay John's debts, and enable hin1 
to set up his trade again. Let his 
1noney be kept for the children, to 
be divided between then1, as soon 
as they shaU be at an age to knovv 
how to 1nake use of it, and I will 
add so1nething to this i:;acred de­
posit." 

So greatly ·was the worthy curate 
affected, that he could 111ake no 
reply; and Mr. Glover perfectly 
understanding the cause of hjs 
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sjlence squeezed hi111 by the hand, 
and took his leave; but he co1n­
pletely acco1nplished all his designs 
in favour of John, v.-ho at length 
returned, and enjoyed an easiness 
of circu111stances beyond any thing 
he had before experienced. 

Nothing no,v disturbed Jobn's 
felicity hut the sorro,vful reflection 
of having lost his dear Nlargaret; 
she had experienced part of his 
1nisfortunes, but had not lived to 
share in his felicity; and John's 
only consolation is perpctuall y to 
talk about her to Susan, ,vhon1 he 
looks upon as a sister to hin1, ancl 
as a 111other to his children. Litttle 
Jack frequently visits his 111other's 
gTave; and has 111ade so good a use 
of l\'.Ir. Glover's generpsity, in 1111-

I 
I 
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THE ORPHAN BOY. 25 

proving hi1nself, that this excellent 

gentle1nan intends placing hin1 in 

a very desirable situation. John's 

younger son has likewise a share in 

his favours ; and ,vhenever Mr. 
Glover's n1ind is oppressed, a visit 

to this spot, ,vhere such an affecting­

scene pass~d, and ·where he has 

been enabled to do so 111uch good, 

never fails to raise his spirits. 

lV[y readers will fro111 hence 

learn, that God ahvays assists those 

,vho put their trust in hin1. It is 

on hin1 ,ve 1nust rely, on every 

occasion, and he ,vill not desert u~, 

provided ,ve ourscl vcs also try to 

surn1ount difficulties hy patience 

and industry. 

l) 
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rl'HE 

USEFUL OR ORN.A.l\'.IEr rT AL. 

OxE 111orni11g, Sir John Denha1n 
haying shut hin1Self up in his study, 
on son1e p.articular business, his ser­
vant ca111e to infonn hi1n, that one 
of his tenai1ts, Farn1er Harris, desi­
red to speak \vith hin1. Sir John 
told hi1n to sho,v the fanner into 
the dra\ving-roon1, and to beg hi1n 
to stay one 11101nent. until he had 
finished writing a letter. 

Sir John had three children, 
Robert, Arthur, and Sophia, ,vho 
,vere in the drawing-roon1 vd1en 
the fanner ,vas introduced. As 
soon as he entered, he saluted then1 

I I 
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rl'HE liSEFUL, ETC. 27 

Yery respectfully, though not \vith 
the grace of a dancing-1naster, nor 

,vere his co1nplin1ents very ele­

gantly turned. The two sons 

looked at each other ,vith a sn1ile of 

conten1pt and disrespect. Indeed, 

they behaved in such a 1nanner, 

that the poor farn1er blushed, and 

,vas quite out of countenance. 
Robert ,vas so .sha111efully in1per­

tinent as to ,valk round hin1, hold­

ing his nose, and asking his bro­
ther, if he did not perceive 

so1nething of the s1nell of a dung­

heap. Then he lighted son1e paper 

at the fire, and carried it round 

the roon1, in order to disperse, as 

he said, the unpleasant sn1eli. 

1\rthur all the ,vhile stood laughing 

n1ost heartily. 
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Sophia, ho,vever, acted in a very 
different manner; for, instead of 
i111itating the rudeness of her bro­
thers, she- checked then1 for their 
behaviour, 1nade apologies tor then1 
to the fanner, and appr0aching 
hi1n ,vith the 1nost co111p]aisant 
looks, offered hi1n son1e ,vine to 
refresh hin1, 1nade hi1n sit do,vn, 
and took fron1 hin1 his hat and 
stick to put by. 

In a little tin1c, Sir John ca1ne 
out of his study, and approaching 
the funner in a friendly 111anner, 
took hiin by the hand, inquired 
after the health of his fi1111ily, 
and asked hin1 ,,rhat had brought 
h11n to to,vn. The farn1er re­

plied, that he vvas con1e to pay 
hiin half a year's rent, a11(l that 
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Ile lloped he ,vould not be dis­
pleased at his not con1ing sooner, 
the roads having been so bad that 
he could not till then carry his 
co1:n to n1arket. 

Sir John told hin1 he ·was i1ot 
displeased at his not coming· 
sooner, because he kne,v hi111 to 
be an honest n1an, ·who had no 
occasion to be put in n1ind of 
his debts. The fanner then put 
do,vn the 1noney, and dre,v out 
of his great coat pocket a Jar of 
candied fruits. "I have brought 
s01nething here," said he, '' for the 
young; folks. ,,1 on't you be so 
kind, Sir John, as to let thcn1 
co1ne out one of these days, and 

take a n1outhful of the country 
air \vith us? J>d try, as well as 

D 2 
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I could, to entertain and an1use 
the111. I haYe hvo good stout 
nags, and ·would con1e for the1n 
1nyself, and take then1 down in 
n1y four-wheeled chaise, ,vhich 
will carry then1 very safely, I'll 
warrant it." 

Sir John said, that he ·would 
certainly take an opportunity to 
pay hin1 a visit,, and invited hin1 
to stay to dinner; but the furn1er 
excused hi1nself, saying, he had 
a good deal of business to do in 
10,vn, and ·wished to get ho1ne 
before night. Sir John filled his 
pocket ·with cakes for his children, 
hanked hin1 for the present he 
1ad 1nade to his, :E~d then took 
eaYc of hi111. 

No sooner was the .frtrn1cr 0 ·onc 
h ' 
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than Sophia, in the presence of 

her brothers, acquainted her papa 

of the very rude reception they 

had given the honest farn1er. Sir 
John ,vas exceedingly displeased 

at their conduct, and n1uch ap­
plauded .Sophia for her different 

behaviour. 
Sir John, being seated at break­

fast with his children, opened the 

fanner's jar of fruit, and he and 
his daughter ate son1e of the111, 
,vhich they thought \Vere very 

nice; but Robert and Arthur were 

neither of then1 invited to a sin­
gle taste. Their longing eyes ,vere 
fixed upon then1; but their father, 
instead of taking any notice of 
the1n, continued conversing ,vith 

Sophia, ,vho1n he ad vised never 
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to despise a person 1nerely for the 
plainness of his dress; "for," said 
he, " \Vere ,ve to behave politely 
to those only \Vho are finely clo­
thed, ,ve should appear to direct 
our attention 1nore to the dress 
than to the \Vearer. The n1ost 
,vorthy people are frequently 
found under the plainest dress, and 
of this \Ve have an example in 
Fanner Harris. It . is this man 
,vho helps to clothe you, and also 
to procure you a proper education, 
for the money that he and n1y 
other tenants bring 1ne, enables 
111e to do these things." 

Breakfast being finished, the 
ren1ainder of the fruit ,vas ordered 
to be locked up; but Robert and 
}us brother, ,vhose lo~1ging eyes 
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follo,ved the jar, clearly savv they 

were to have none of then1. In 

this they \Vere confi.rn1ed by their 

father, ,vho told then1 not to ex­

pect to taste any of those fruits, 

either on that or any future day. 

Robert endeavoured to excuse 

hi.1ns~lf by saying, that it \ras not 

his fault if the farn1cr did not 

sn1ell ,Yell; and he thought there 

was no hann in telling hi1n of 

it. If people ,vill go a1nong 

dung-, they 111ust expect to sn1ell 

of it. ".A-11<.l yet," said Sir John, 

" if this n1an ,verc not to 1nanure 

his , land ,vith dung, his crops 

,vould £1il hin1, he ,voukl be unable 

to pay 111c his rent, and you your­

self ·would perhaps be obliged to 

f,)lloYv a dun~· cart." The two 
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boys sa·w displeasure in their papa's 
countenance, and therefore did not 
presume to say any thing n1ore. 

Early on a morning, shortly 
after, the good farn1er can1e to Sir 
John Denha1n's door, and sent up 
his c01nplin1ents, kindly inviting 
hin1 to 1nake a little excursion to 
his fann. Sir John could not 
resist the friendly invitation, as a 
refusal might perhaps have 1nade 
the honest far111er uneasy. Robert 
and Arthur begged very hard to 
go along ·with then1, pro111ising to 
behave more civilly in future, and 
Sophia begging for then1 likewise, 
Sir John at last consented. They 
then mounted the four-,vheelecl 
chaise ·with joyful countenances, 
and, as the far111er had a paj 1• of 
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good horsei;:, they n ere there in n. 
short ti1ne. 

On their arrival, lVIrs. Harris, the 
fh.rn1er's ,vif e, ca111e to the door to 
receive the111, helped the young 

1 

gentlefolks out of the chaise, and 
ki~sed the111. All their little fa1nily, 
dre5sed in their best clothes, ca1ne 
out to con1pli111ent their visitors. 
Sir John ,vould have stopped a , 
n101nent to talk ,vith the little ones, 

, and caress the1n; but l\frs. I-Iarris 
pressed hi1n to go in, lest the coffee 
~hould gTo,v cold, it being already 
poured out; it ,vas placed on a 
table, covered ,vith a napkin as 
,vhite as sno,v. 

Indeed, the coffee-pot ,vas not 
silv-er, nor the cups china, yet every 
thing ,vas in the neatest order. 
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Robert and Arthur ho"~cver, looked 
slyly at each other, and ·would have 
burst out into a laHgh, had not 
their father been present. l\'Irs. 
Harris, ·who ·was a sensible won1an, 
gnessed by their looks ,Yhat they 
thought, and therefore 111ade an 
apology for the hu1nble style in 
,vhich her table ,vas set out, ,vhich 
she o,vned, could not be equal to 
·what they n1et ,vith at their own 
ho1nes ; but hoped they lrould not 
be dissatisfied ·with her ho111ely fare. 
The cakes she produced ,vere excel­
lent, for she spared no pains in 
1naking the1n. 

_..\.s soon as breakfast ,vas oYer, 
the fhrn1er asked Sir John to look at 
his orchard and grounds, and l\Ir~. 
IIarris took all the pains she could 
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to rnake the ·walk pleasing to thG 

children. She shoived then1 all her 

flocks, \vhich covered the fields, and 

q;ave the1n the prettiest lan1bs to 

play ·with. She then conducted 

then1 to her pigeon-house, ·where 

every thing \Vas clean and '1vhole­

son1e. There ,vere so1ne so young 

that they ,vere unable t6 fly ; son1e 

of the 1nothers sitting on their 

eggs, and others employed in 
feeding their young. Fro1n the 

pigeon-house, they proceeded to 

the bee-hive: but ~Irs. Harris took 

care that they should not go too 

near the1n, for fear of being stung. 

1''lost of these sights being ne,v 

to the children, they see111ec.l 
highly pleased with the1n, and \Vere 

even goif1g to take a second ~urYcy 

E 



~8 V THE USEFUL, 

of then1, ·when the fanner's young­

est son can1e to 1nforn1 the111 that 

dinner ,vas ready. They ate off 

pevvter, and drank out of Delft 

\Vare; but Robert and Authur, find­

ing then1selves so ,vell pleased with 

their n1orning walk, dared not to 

indulge the1nselves in ill-natured 

observations. Mrs. Harri~, indeed, 

had spared neither pains nor atten­

tion to produce every thing in the 

best n1anner she ,vas able. 

Sir John, after dinner, percei v­

ing two fiddles hang· up agajnst 

the ,vall, asked v;1ho played on 

those instru1nents. The farn1er 

ans,vered, he and his son ; and, 

,vithout saying a ,vord n1ore, he 

n1ade a sign to his son Luke to 

take do,vn the fiddles. They by 
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turns played some old tunes, ,vith 

,vhich Sir John see1ned highly 

pleased. As they ,vere going to 

hang up the instrun1ents, Sir John 

desired his two sons to play so1ne 

of their best tunes, putting the fid­

dles into their hands: but they 

kne,v not even how to hold the 

bo,v, and their confusion occasioned 

a general laugh. 
Sir John, no,v thinking it high 

ti111e to return home, desired the 

farn1er to order the carriage. 

Fanner Harris strongly pressed 

Sir John to stay all night, hut the 

fanner ·was at last obliged to sub-

111i t to Sir John's excuses. 
On his return h01ne, he asked 

his son Robert how he had liked 

• his e11tcrtain1nent, and ,vhat he 
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should have thought of the fariner, 
if he had taken no pains to enter­
tain the111. He replied, that he 
liked his en iertainn1en t ; but had 
he not taken pains to acconnno­
date then1, he should have thought 
hi1n an un111annerly clown. "Ah, 
Robert ! Robert ! " said Sir John, 
" this honest n1an can1e to our house, 
and, instead of offering hi111 any 
refi·esh1nent, you 1nade ga111e of 
hi1n. ,VI1ich then is the best 
bred, you or the fanner ?" 

Robert blushed, and see1ned at a 
loss ·what ans\-ver to 111ake ; but at 
length replied, that it was his duty 
to receive thc1n we11, as he got his 
Jiving off their land~~ " That is 
true," ans\ver ... ,Sir John, '' but it 
1nay be easily seen ,vho draw:-; the 
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greatest profit fron1 111y lands, the 
:fanner or I. He indeed feeds 
his horses ,vi th hay \V hich he gets 
off 1ny n1eado,vs, but his horses 
111 return plough the fields, ,vhich 
otherwise ,vould be overrun ,vith 
,veeds. I-le also feeds his co,vs 
and his sheep ,vith the hay ; 
but their dung is useful in 
giYing fertility to the ground. 
1-Iis ,vife and children are feel 
Yvith the harvest corn; but they 
in return devote the sun1111er to 
\Yeeding the crops ; and after,vard, 
_01ne in reaping the111, and son1e 
in threshing. All these labours 
end in 111y advantage. The rest of 
the hay and corn he takes to 1narket 
to sell, and ,vith the produce thereof 
he pays his rent. Fron1 this, it j:,: 
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evident, who derives the greatest 
profit fron1 n1y lands." 

Here a long pause ensued; but, 
at last, Robert confessed that he 
saw his error. '' Reme1n ber, then, 
all your life," said Sir John, "\vhat 
has now been offered to your eyes 
and ears. This farmer, so ho111ely 
dressed, ·whose n1anners you have 
considered as so rustic, this 111an is 
better bred than you; and, though 
he knows nothing of Latin, he 
knows much 111ore than you, and 
things of 1nuch greater use. You 
see, therefore, hovv unjust it is to 
despise any one for the plainness of 
his dress, and the rusticity of his 
111anners. You may understand a 
little Latin, but you know not hffw 
to plough, so\V grain, or reap the 
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harvest, nor even to prune a tree. 

Sit do\vn with being convinced that 

you haYe despised your superior." 

K I N D N E S S IT S O \V N 
RE\VARD. 

Ilo\VEVEH long- the ·winter 1nay 

appear, the spring ,vill naturally 

succeed it. 1\. ge1itle breeze began 

to ,vann the air, the sno\v gradually 

vanished, the fields put on their 

ena1nelled livery, the flowers shot 
forth their buds, and the birds 

beg an to send forth their hannon y 
fron1 every bough. 

Little Louisa and her father left 
the city, to partake of the pleasures 
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of tile country.-Scarcely had the 
blackbird and the thrush beg·un 

~ 

their early ·whistle to \Yelcon~<: 
Louisa, than the \Yeather changed all 
on a sudden; the north ·wind roared 
horribly in the grove, and the 
sno,v fell in such abundance, that 
every thing appeared in a silver­
,vhite 111antle. 

Though the little n1aid ,vent to 
bed shivering ,vith cold, and 1nuch 
disappointed in her expectations, 
yet she thanked God for having 
given her so co1nfortable a shelter 
fro111 the incle1nency of the cle-
1nen ts. 

Such a quantity of snow had 
:fallen during the night, that the 
roads ,,0ere ahnost i1npassablc i11 the 
n1orning, which ,vas a 111attcr of 
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great affliction to poor Louisa; but 
she observed, that the birds \Vere as 
dull as herself upon the occasion. 
Every tree and hedge being so 
covered "vith snow, that the poor 
birds could get nothing to eat ; not 
so 111uch as a grain of corn or "ronn 
to be found. 

The feathered inhabitants now 
forsook the ·woods and groves, and 
fled into the neighbourhood of 
inhabited towns and villages, to 
seek that relief fro1n n1an, ·which 
nature alone ,vould not then afford 
then1. Incredibly nu1nerous ,vere 
the flight of sparro,vs, robins, and 
other bir~, that ,vere seen in the 
streets and court-yards, ,vhere their 
little beaks and cla,vs ·were en1-
p1oyed in turning over ,vhatcYcr 
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they thought could afford them a 
sing] e grain. 

A large co1npany of these fea­
thered refugees alighted in the yard 
belonging to the house in ,vhich 
little Louisa anll her father then 
,vere. The distress of the poor birds 
seen1ed to afflict the tender-hearted 
cnaid very 1nuch, which her father 
perceived as soon as she entered his 
cha1nber. " ,vhat is it 1nakes you 
look so pensiYe now,'' said her fa­
ther, "since it is but a fevr 111inutes 
ago ,vhen you ,yas so re1narkab]y 
cheerful?" - " 0 n1y dear papa," 
saicl Louisa, " all those s,veet birds, 
that sung so charn1ingly but a day 
or hvo ago, are no,v con1e into the 
yard starYing ,vith hunger. Do, 
pray, let n1e give the1n a little corn!" 
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I-ler papa very readily granted 

ber so reasonable a request, and avvay 

she ran, acco1n panied by her gover­

ness., to the barn on the other side 

of the yard, which had that 1norn­

ing been cleanly svvept. Here she 

got a handful or two of corn, which 

she immediately scattered in differ­

ent parts of the yard. The poor lit­

tle birds fluttered around her, and 

soon picked up ·what the bounty of 

her generous hand had besto,ved on 

them. It is impossible to describe 

the pleasure and satisfaction, expres­

sed in the countenance of Louisa, on 

seeing herself the cause of giving so 

1nuch joy to those little anin1als. 

As soon as the birds had picked up 

all the grains, they fle,v to the house­

top, and seen1ed to look do,vn on 
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Lonisa ns if they Yrould sny, "can­
not you give us a little 1nore ?" She 
understood their 111eaning, and away 
she fle,v again to the barn, and down 
they all ca111e to partake of her neiv 
bounty, while Louisa call0d to her 
papa and n1an1n1a to conic and enjoy 
with her the pleasing sight. In the 
1neanti111e, a little boy ca1ne into the 
yard, vvhose heart ,vas not of so ten­
der a nature as Louisa's. He held 
in his hand a cage full of birds, but 
carried it so carelesslv, that it yvas .., 
e-vident he cared very little for his 
poor prisoners. Louisa, Yvho could 
not bear to see the pretty little crea­
tures used so roughly, asked the boy 
what he ,vas going to do ,vith those 
birds: The boy replied, that I e 
·would sell thcn1 jf he could: hut, jf 
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he could not, his cat should have a 

dainty 1neal ofthe111., and they ,vould 
not be the first she had 111unched 
alive." 

'' 0 fie," said Louisa, " g·ive then1 
to your cat! ,,That~ suffer such in­

nocent things as those to be killed 
by the 1nerciless talons of a cat ! "­

" Even so," said the boy, and giving­
the cage a careless s,ving, that tu111-
hled the poor birds one over another, 
off he was setting-, ,vhcn Louisa called 
hi1n back, and asked hi1n ,vhat he 
would have for his birds. " I ,vill 
sell then1," said he, " three for a 
pnnny, and there are eighteen of 
thern." Louisa struck the bargain, 
and ran to beg the 1noncy of her 
papa, ,vho not only cheerfully gayc 
lwr the 1noncy, but allowed her an 
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e1npty roo111 for the reception of her 
little captives. 

The boy, having thus found so 
good a 1narket for his birds, told all 
his con1panions of it; so that, in a 
few hours, Louisa's yard ·was so filled 
,vith little bird-n1erchants, that you 
would have supposed it to be a bird­
n1arket. HO'wevel\ the pretty 1naicl­
en purchased all they brought, and 
had the1n turned into the san1e roo111, 
,vith those of her fonner purchase. 

'1Vhen night caine, Louisa ,vent 
to bed ·with 111ore pleasure than she 
had felt for a long tin1e. " \Vhat 
a pleasing reflection it is," said ~he 
to herself: " to be thus capable of 
preserving the lives of so 111any in­
nocent birds, and save the111 fro1n 
fhn1ine and 1nerciless _cats !-,Vhen 
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sun1n1er c01nes, and I go into the 

,voods and groves, these pretty birds 

,vill fly round 1ne, and sing their 

sweetest notes, in gratitude for 1ny 

kind attention to then1." These 

thoughts at last lulled her to sleep, 

but they accon1panied her even in 

her rdrean1s ; for she fancied herself 

in one of the n1ost delightful groves 

she had ever seen, ,vhere all the 

little birds lvere busied, either in 

feeding· their young, or in singing·, 

and in hopping fro1n bough to 

bough. 
The first thing Louisa did, after 

she, had got up in the n1orning, 

,vas to go and feed her little fan1ily 

in the roo1n, and also those that 

ca111e into the yard. Though the 

seed to feed thc1n cost her nothing·, 
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yet she recollected that the 1nany 
purchases she had lately n1ade of 
birds n1ust have aln1ost exhausted 
her purse ; " and if the frost should 
continue," said she to herself, ",vhat 
·will beco111e of those poor birds that 
I shall not be able to purchase! 
Those naughty boys will either give 
the1n to their cats, or suffer then1 
to die ,vith hunger." 

,vhile she ,vas giving ,vay to 
these so1To-wful reflections, her 
hand ,vas 1noving gently into her 
pocket, in order to bring out her 
exhausted purse; but, judge what 
n1ust be her surprise and astonish-
1nent, \-Vhen, instead of pulling out 
an e1npty purse, she found it brin1-
ful of 111oney ! She ran innnedi­
ately to her papa, to tell hju1 of 
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this strange circun1stance, ·when he 
snatched her up in his arms, ten­
derly e1nbraced her, and shed tears 
of joy on her bloo111ing cheeks. 

"J\'1 y dear child," said her papa 
to her, " you cannot conceive how 
happy you 111ake n1e ! Let these 
birds continue to be the objects of 
your relief, and, be assured, your 
purse shall never be reduced to 
e1nptiness.'' This pleasing news 
gladdened the little heart of Louisa, 
and she ran in1111ediately to fill her 
apron ,vith seed, and then hastened 
to feed her feathered guests. The 
birds can1e fluttering round her, 
and seen1ed conscious of her bounty 
and generosity. 

After feeding these happy pri­
::-oncrs, she ,vent do,vn into the 
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yard, and there distributed a pk,n­
tiful 1neal to the starving ·wanderers 
without. \Vhat an i111portant trust 
had she no\v taken on herself!­
nothing less than the support of a 
hundred dependants \Vithin doors, 
and a still greater nun1ber without 
No ,vonder that her dolls and other 
play things should be no\v totally 
forgotten. 

As Louisa \Vas putting her hand 
into the seed--bag, to take out of it 
the afternoon food for her birds, 
she found a paper, on \vhich ,verc 
written these ,vords; "1he inhabi­
tants of the air fly tovvards thee, 0 
Lord ! and thou g-ivest the. n1 their 
food ; thou openest thy hand, and 
fillest all things living with plente­
ousness." 
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As she saw her papa behind her, 
she turned round and said, "I a1n 
therefore no,v in1itating God."­
" Yes, 1ny s,veet Louisa," said her 
fat her, " in every g·ood action vvc 
i1nitate our JVIaker. When you 
shall be gro,vn to n1aturity, you 
"iU then assist the necessitous part 
of the hun1an race, as you now do 
the birds ; and the .1nore good you 
do, the nearer you ,vill approach 
the perfections of G·od." 

Louisa continued her attention 
to feed her hungry birds for 111ore 
than a ,veek, ,vhen the sno,v began 
to n1elt, and the fields by degrees 
recovered their fonner verdure. 
The birds who had lately been 
afra1<l to quit the ,vann shelter of 
the houses, no,v returned to the 
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lvoods and groves. The birds in 
our little Louisa's aviary ·were con­
fined, and therefore could not get 
a-way; but they sho,vcd their incli­
nation to depart, by flying against 
the ·windo-h·s, and pecking the glass 
,vith their bills. These birds, per­
haps, ,vere industrious, and ·wished 
not to be troubleso1ne to Louisa, 
since they could no,v procure their 
o-wn living. 

Louisa, not being able to con1-
prehend ,vhat could 1nake then1 so 
uneasy, asked her papa if he could 
tell the cause of it. " I kno,v not, 
n1y dear," said her papa, " but it 
is possible these little birds 1nay 
have left son1e con1panions in the 
fields, which they no,v ·wish to see." 
-" You are very right; pa pa," re-
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plied Louisa, " and they shall have 
their liberty in1111ediately ." She 
accordingly opened the windo,v, 
and all the birds fle,v out of it. 

These little feathered anin1als had 
no sooner obtained their liberty, 
than son1e ,vere seen hopping on 
the ground, others darting in to the 
air, or sporting in the trees, fron1 
twig to twig, and so1ne flyiug 
about the ·windo,vs, chirping, as 
though out of gratitude to their 
benefactor. 

Louisa hardly ever ,vent into 
the fields, but she fancied that son1e 
of her little fa1nily seen1ed to \Vel­
co1ne her approach, either by hop­
ping before her, or entertaining her 
,vith their Inelodions notes, ,vhich 
afiordcd her a source of inexhaus­
tible pleasure. 
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IN one of the villages in the 
neighbourhood of the n1etropolis, 
lived little ,villia1n, ,vho had the 
n1isf ortune to lose his n1other, be­
fore he had reached his eighth year. 
N ohvithstanding his early age, 
this loss 111ade a strong i1npression 
on his n1ind, nnd evidently affected 
the natural gaiety of his disposi­
tion. His aunt, the good 1\'.Irs. 
Clarkson, soon took hin1 hon1e to 
her house, in order to ren1ove hi111 
fi:0111 the scene of his affliction, and 
to prevent his grief adding to the 
inconsolable so1Tolvs of his father . 

.r-\fter the usual ti1nc, they left off 
thcjr 111ourning; but though little 
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vVillia1n affected cheerfulness, yet 
his tender heart still felt for the 
loss of his n1other. His father, 
,vho1n he so1netimes visited, could 
not avoid observing how little 
vVillia1n endeavoured to conceal 
his grief; and this consideration 
111ade hi1n feel the n1ore for the loss 
of a ,vife, ,vho had given birth to 
so promising a child. This 1nade 
such an in1pression on his n1ind, 
that every one foresa-\v it ,vould 
bring on his final dissolution. 

Poor "\Villian1 had not been to 
see his dear father for son1e ti111e : 
for, ,vhenever he proposed it to his 

aunt, she constantly found son1c 
excuse to put it off. The reason 
,vas, that ~'1r. Clarkson being so ill, 
she fe:ared that seei.ng hin1 ju that 
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condition ,vould i ll('rcase the grief 
of ,villia1n too 111uch, and lay on 
his heart a load too heavy for hin1 
to support. ln ~hort, the loss of 
his ·wife, and his uneasiness for his 
son, put an end to l\ir. Clarkson's 
life on the day before he reached 
the fiftieth year of his age. 

The next n1orning, little vVillirnn 
thus addressed his aunt : " This is 
n1y dear £'lther's birth-day, I will 
go and see hin1, and wish hi1n joy." 
She endeavoured to persuade hi1n 
fro1n it; but, when she :fi)und that 
all h 0 r endea:vonrs "·ere iu vain, 
she consented, and then burst into 
a flood of tears. The little youth 
was alanned, and ahnost afrairl to 
ask any questions. At last, " I 
f0ar," i;:aid h(l, " 1ny dear pnpa, is 

11 1 
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either ill or dead. Tell 111e, my 
dear aunt, for I n1ust and ·will 

know; I ,vill sleep no 111ore till I 

see n1y dear fhther, ,vho so tender! y 
loves 111e." 

l\irs. Clarkson ,Yas uoable to 

speak; but ,vhen \Yillia1n s<-nv his 

aunt take out his 1nourning C'lothes, 

he ,vas too ,vcll satisfied of ,vhat 

had happened. " lVIy dear pap8 js 

dcnd !" crjed he: "0 n1y pc1pa, 111y 

n1an1111a ! both o ead ! \Vha t ,vill 

becon1e of poor \\7illian1 ?" and 

then fainted, ,vhcn lVlrs. Clarkson 

found it difficult to bring hi111 to 

his senses. 

As soon as he ,sas a little co1ne 

to hi1nself: " Do not afflict yourself, 

1ny dear child," said his aunt, 

"your parents arc both living 111 

G 
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heaven, and ,vil1 intercede ·with 
God to take care of you ·while on 
earth. vVhile 11e ycstercla y ,vas 
dying, his last prayer \Vas for you, 
and his prayer will be heard." 

" vVhat ! did 111y father die yester­
day, ,vhile I \Vas thinking of the 
pleasure I should this day have on. 
seeing· hin1? Oh! let me go a11cl 
see 111111, since I cannot no,v disturb 
l1in1, or 1nake hi111 unhappy on 1ny 
account. Pray, 1ny dear aunt, let 
n1e go." 

J\Irs. Clarkson could not resist 
his in1portuniticR, and cng·aged to 
go along ,vjth hi1n, provjded he 
,vould pro1nisc to keep hiu1:-;elf 
eo1nposccl. "You see 111y s01-ro\v," 
~aid she, " and ho\v n1uch I mn 
~ ricvcd for the loss of a brother, ~ . 

hum 
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·who ·was good, charitable, and 
hun1ane, and fron1 lvhose bounty I 
received the greater part of the 
means of 1ny livelihood. Though I 
an1 novv left poor and helpless, yet I 
trust in Providence, and you shall 
see n1e cry no 111ore. Let 111c 

entreat you, 111y dear child, to do 
the sa1ne." Poor Willia1n pro-
1nised he ,vould do as she vvould 
,vish hi111; ·when Mrs. Clarkson 
took hin1 by the hand, and led hi1n 
to the melancholy scene. 

As soon as they ,vere co1ne to the 
house, ,villia111 slipped fron1 his 
aunt, and rushed into the room 
where his father lay in his coffin, 
surrounded by his ,veeping neigh­
Lours: he thrc,v hin1self on the 
breathless body of his dear papa. 
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.Li\fter lying· son1e little tin1e in that 

state, ,vithout being· able to speak, he 

at last raised his little head, and 

cried out, " See ho,v your poor 

,villia1n cries for having lost you. 

vVhen n1an1111a died, you co1nforted 

rne, though you ·wept yourself; but 

now to ,v ho1n an1 I to look for 

con1fort? 0 1ny dear papa, n1y 

good papa ! " 
By this ti1ne, his aunt got into the 

roon1, and with the assistance of 

the neighbours, forced hi111 fro1n 

the coffin, and earned hi1n to a 

friend's house, in order to keep hi1n 

there till his father should be 

buried: for his aunt dreaded the 

thoughts of letting hi1n follow the 

funeral. 
The sole111n scene ,va~ now pre-
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paring, and the bell began to toll, 
,vhich Willian1 heard, and every 
stroke of it pierced his little innocent 
heart. The \tvoman, to '1vhose care 
he had been left, having stepped 
into another roon1, he took that 
opportunity to regain his liberty, 
got out of doors, and ran to-wards 
the ehurch-yard. On his arrival 
there, he found the funeral service 
unished, and the grave filling up, 
,vhen on a sudden, a cry \Vas heard, 
"Let n1e be buried \Vith 111y dear 
papa." He then jun1ped into the 
grave. 

Such a scene n1ust naturally 
affect every one ,vho sa\v it. They 
pulled hin1 out of the grave, and 
carriedhin1ho1nepaleand s1 e·echless. 
For several <la.vs he refused ahnost ._. 

G 2 
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every kind of su~tenance, being at 
intervals subject to fainting fits. 
After son1e tin1e, however, the 
consolation and advice of his good 
aunt appeared to have son1e weight 
with hi111, and the ten1pest in his 
little heart began to abate. 

The affectionate conduct of ,vil­
lian1 was the conversation for n1iles 
round their habitation, and at last 
reached the ears of a ·weal thy 111er­
chan t, ·who had formerly been a 
little acquainted ·with the decec1sed 
JVIr. Clarkson. He accordingly 
\vent to see the good Willia1n, and 
feeling for his distresses, took hin1 
ho1Tie with hi1n, and treated hi1n as 
his son. 

Willia111 soon gained the hig·hest 
opinion of the n1c~·chant, and, as 
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he gre,v up, grevv more and more 
in his favour. At the age of twenty 
he conducted hi1nself with so 1nuch 
ability and integrity, that the n1er­
chant took hi1n into partnership, 
and n1arried hi1n to his only 
daughter. 

11• Willia1n had ahvays too great a 
, . soul to be ungenerous: for even 

•, 
' 

r 
' ' 

during his younger days, he denied 
hi1nself every kind of extravagance, 
in order to support his aunt ; and 
\Vhen he ca1ne into possession of a 
vvife and fortune, he placed her in a 
con1fortable station for the remain­
der of her life. As for hi1nself, he 
every year, on his £1.ther's birth-day, 
passed it in a retired room alone, 
f:01nctin1es indulging a tear, and 
so1neti1nes lifting np his heart to 
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heaven, from ,vhence he had re­
ceived so 111uch. 

l\1y little readers, if you have the 
happiness still to have parents living, 
be thankful to God, and be sensible 
of the blessing you enjoy. Be 
cautious ho,v you do any thing· to 
offend the1n; and should you offend 
them undesignedly, rest neither 
night nor day till you have obtained 
their fon~:iveness. Reflect on, and 

' ' 
enjoy the happiness that you are 
not, like poor little vVillia1n, bereft 
of your fathers and 111others, and 
left in the hands, though of a good, 
.) et poor aunt. 

1,.\ 
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BE CONTENTED WITH 
YOUR STATION. 

ON a fine evening, in the 1nidst of 
sununer, Mr. Drake and his son 
Albert took a walk in so1ne of the 
1nost agreeable environs of the city. 
The sky ,vas clear, the air cool; 
and the purling strean1s, and gentle 
zephyrs rustling in the trees, lulled 
the n1ind into an agreeable gloom. 
Albert, enchanted \vith the natural 
beauties that surrounded hi111, could 
not help exclain1ing, "What a 

lovely evening· ! " He pressed his 
father's hand, and, looking· up to 
hi1n, said, "You kno\v not, papa, 
,vhat thoughts rise in n1y heart l" 
I-le \Vas silent for a 1no1nent, and 
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then looked to"vards heaven, his 

eyes moistened with tears. " I 

thank God.," said he, " for the 

happy n1on1ents he no,v pennits n1e 

to enjoy ! Had I n1y ,vish, every 

one should taste the beauties of 

this evening as I do. ,v ere I the 

king of a large country, I ,Youlcl 

n1akc 1ny subjects perfectly happy." 

~Ir. Drake en1braced his son, and 

told hi111, that the beneYolent ,vish 

he had just uttered ca111e fron1 a heart 

as generous as it ,vas hu111ane. " But 

,rould not your thoughts change 

with your fortune ? Are you cer­

tain, that in an exalted station you 

should preserve the senti1nents 

whi<:11 no,v anjn1nte yon in that 

n1iddling state in ,vhich it has 

pleased I-leaven to place you?" 

1\.lbcrt ·was a little surprisedthat 

hi:- t 

hon· I 

I' 
'I 

I a' • 



WITH YOUH STA'rION. 71 
" his father should ask such a ques­

tion ; for he had no idea that riches 
n~ could bring ·with then1 cruelty and 
e ,vie kedness. 

'.'\' Mr. Drake told hin1 that ,vas not ' 

al ,vays the case. '' The vvorld has 
nP produced fortunate persons," said 
,. be, "·who have re1nen1bered their 
· past distresses, and have always re­

n~ tainecl the n1ost charitable ideas for 
the unfortunate; but ,ve too often 
see, ,vhat is a disgrace to the lnunan 
heart, that a change of fortune 
alters the 1nost tender and syn1pa­
fi1etic affections. \Vhile ,ve our­

·r~ selves labour under 1nisfortunes, we 
look upon jt as a duty incun1bcnt 

i' 11 on every n1an to assist us. Should 
_,, the hand of God relieve us, \\ e thii1k I'" 

that all his intcntiour:, in tl1c preser-
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vation of the ,vorld, are ans,,,ered, 

and too often cease to rPn1e111ber 

those unfortunate ·wretches, who 

re111ain in the g·ulph fron1 "·hich ,ve 

have been rescued. You n1ay sec 

an instance of this in the n1an \Yho 

frc·quently con1es to beg charity of 

n1e, _. \Yho1n I relieve ·with reluc­

tance, and cannot but censure 

1nyself for so doing." 

Albert tuld his futher that he had 

frequently observed how coo1ly he 

put 1noney into his hands, yvithout 

speaking to hi1n in that tender 

languag·e ·which he g-enera11y u. ed 

to other poor people. [I e therefore 

be.O'o·ecl his father \\'oulcl tell hin1 
_,:-, 

,vhat could b8 his reason for it. 

'' I wiil tell you, 1ny dectr.'' ~aid 

l\1r. Drake, ' · ,vhat _has been hi" 
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conduct, and then leave you to judge 
how far I do right. Mr. Mason 
,vas a linen-draper in Cheapside; 
and though the profits of his busi­
ness were but n1oderate, yet a poor 
person never asked his charity in 
vain. This he viewed as his n1ost 
pleasing extravagance, and he con-­
sidered himself happy in the enjoy-
1nent of it, though he could not 
pursue this indulgence to the extent 
of his wishes. Business qne day 
called hi1n on 'Change, he heard a 
nu111ber of 111erch_ants talking toge­
ther of vast cargoes, and the 
im1nense profits to be expected 
fron1 the1n. ' Ah ! ' said he to 
himself, 'ho,v happy these people 
are ! Were I as rich, I-leaven 
knows, I should not n1ake 1noney 

H 
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n1y idol, for the poor should plenti­
fully partake of n1y abundance.' 

" This 1nan ·went hon1e ·with a 
boson1 full of a111bitious thoughts : 
but his circun1stances \Vere too 
narrow to e111brace his project~, as 
it required no sn1all share of pru­
dence, in the 1na11age111ent of his 
affairs, to 111ake every thing n1eet 
the end of the year. 'Ah!' cried 
he 'I shall never g·et forward nor ' ' 
rise above the 1niddling- condition, 

'-

in ,vhich I at present linger.' 
"In the 111idst of these gloo111y 

thoughts, a paper inviting adven­
turers to purchase shares in the 
lottery ,vas put into his hand. 
He seen1ed as if inspired by For­
tune, and caught the idea in1111edi­
ately. vVithout considering the 

no( 1 
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inconvenience to ,vhich his covet­
ousness n1jght reduce hin1, he hast­
ened to the lottery-office, and there 
laid out four guineas. Fron1 this 
n1on1ent he \Yaitecl lvith in1patience 
fen~ the drawing, nor could he find 
repose even at night on his pillo,v. 
Ile so111eti111es repented of having 
so foolishly hazarded 1vhat he could 
not ,vel l bear the loss of, and at 
other ti1nes he fancied he sa\v riches 
pouring in upon hi fro111 all quar­
ters. At last the dra,ving began, 
and, in the n1idst of his hopes and 
fears, Fortune favoured hi111 with a 
prize of five thousand pounds. 
. "IIaving recivecl the 1noney, he 

thoug·ht of nothing else for several 
days; but ,vhen his in1aginat~on 
had C'ooled a little, he b:._,gan to 
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think what use he should make of 
it. He therefore increased his 
stock, extended his business, and 
by care and assiduity in trade, soon 
doubled his capital. In less than 
ten years he beca111e one of the 
most considerable n1en in the city, 
and hitherto he had punctually 
kept his pronuse, in being the 
friend and patron of the poor ; for 
the sight of an unfortunate person 
ahvays put hi1n 111 1nind of his 
fonner condition, and pleaded 
povverfully in behalf of the dis­
tressed. 

"As he 110\v frequented gay con1-
pany, he by degrees began to con­
tract a habit of luxury and dissi­
pation : he purchased a splendid 
country-house, with • elegant gar-

I 
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dens, and his life beca1ne a scene of 
uninterrupted pleasures an<l a111use-
111ents. All this extravagance, ho,v­
cver, soon convinced hi1n, that he 
Yras considerably reducing his for­
tune; and his trade, which he had 
given up, to be the n1ore at leisure 
for the enjoyn1ent of his pleasures, 
no longer enabled hi111 to repair it. 
Besides, having been so long accus­
t 01ned to put no restraint on his 
vanity and pride, he could not sub-
1ni t to the 1neanness of lessening 
his e_·pences. 'I shall ahvays have 
enough for myself,' thought he, 'an cl 
let others take care for the1nselves.' 

"As his fortune decrensed, so did 
his feelings for the distressed, and 
his heart grc,v callous to the cries 
c.f n1isery, as ·with indifferenc·e we 

II 2 
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hear the roaring te1npest when 

sheltered fro1n its fury. Friends, 

,vho1n he had till then supported, 

ca1ne as usual to i1nplore his boun­

ty, but he received then1 roughly, 

and forbid then1 his house. ' An1 

I,' said he, 'to squander n1y fortune 

upon you? Do as I have done, 

and get one for yourselves.' 
' His poor unhappy mother fro1n 

w ho1n he had taken half the pension 

he used to allo"v her, ca1ne to beg a 

corner in any part of his house, 

,vhcre she 111ight finish her fe,v re-

1naining days; but he was so cruel as 

to refuse her request, and ·with the 

utmost indifference sa,v her perish 

for want. The measure of his 

cri1nes, however, ,vas no"v nearly 

iillecl. His ,vealth was soon ex-
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hausted in debaucheries and other 
excesses, and he had neither the in­
clination nor ability to return to 
trade. 1\Iisery soon overtook hin1, 
and brought hin1 to that state in 
,vhich you now see him. I-le begs 
his bread fron1 door to door, an ob­
ject of conten1pt and detestation to 
all honest people, and a just exam­
ple of the indignation of the Al-
1nighty ." 

1\lbert told his father, that if for­
tune 111acle 111en so \vicked and 
n1iserable, he \Vished to remain as 
he ,vas, above pity, and secure fron1 
conte1npt. 

"Think often, n1y dear child," 
said his father to hi111, " of this sto­
ry, and learn fro111 this exa1nplc, 
that no true happiness can Le en-
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joyed, unless vve feel for the n1is­
fortunes of others. It is the rich 
1nan's duty to relieYe the distresses 
of the poor; and in this n'lore solid 
pleasure is found, than can be ex­
pected fro1n the enerYating exces~es 
of luxury and pon1p." 

The sun ,vas now sinking beneath 
the horizon, and his parting bean1s 
refle\~ted a lovely glow upon the 
clouds, ,vhich seen1ed to· fonn a 

p 1rple curtain round his Led. The 
air, freshened by the approach of 
evening, breathed an agreeable 
cahn; and the feathered inhabitants 
of the grove snng their fare,vell song. 
The ,vind rustling a1nong the trees. 
added a gentle n1urn1ur to the con­
cert, and every thing se0111ed to 
iHs?~rc joy and hl1pp1pcss, wi-ule 
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Albert and his father returned to 
their house ·with thoughtful and 
pensive steps. 

VANITY'S TROUBLES. 

A PLAIN "vhite frock had hitherto 
heen the only dress of Caroline. 
Silver buckles in her red Morocco 
shoes; and her e bon hair, which 
had never felt the torturing iron, 
fl.a-wed upon her shoulders in grace­
ful ringlets, no,v and then distur ... 
bed by the gentle ,vinds. 

Being one day in con1pany with 
s01ne little girls, ·who, though no 
older than herself: \Vere dressed in 
all the en1pty parade of fashion, the 

.. 
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glare and glitter of those fine clothes 
raised in her heart a desire she had 
never before felt. 

As soon as she got ho111c, "I\Iy 
dear 1nan1n1a," said she, "I have 
this afternoon seen l\fiss Flippant 
and her hvo sisters, ·who1n you very 
,vell kno,v. The eldest is not older 
than n1yself, and yet they ,-vere all 
drest in the n1ost elegant n1anner. 
Their parents n1ust certainly have 
great pleasure i11 seeing the1n so 
finely dressed; and, as they are not 
richer than you, do, 1ny dear n1an1-
1na, let 1ne have a fine silk .Jip, 
en1broidered shoes Iil~e theirs, and 
let 1ny hair be dressed by !\Tr. 
Frizzle, ,Yho is said to be a very 
capital n1an in his profc~fiion !" 

Iler n1othf>r n .'i1licd, ihai she 

' " 
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\.Voukl have no objection to gratify 
her ,vishes, provided it lvould add 
to her happiness; but she ·was rather 
fearful it n1ight have a contrary 
effect. As J\tliss Caroline could not 
give into this n1ode of thinking, she 
requested her n1an1ma to explain 
her reasons for ,vhat she had said. 

"Because," said her 1nother, 
"you ·will be in continual fear of 
spotting your silk slip, and even 
rln11pling it whenever you wear it. 
A dress like that of 1\liss Flippant 
·will require the uti11ost care and 
attention to preserve it from acci­
dents; for a single spot ,vill spoil 
its beauty, and you very ,vell kno\v 
there is no ·washing of silks. Ho\v­
ever extensive n1y fortune 1nay be, 
I assure you, it is not sufficient to 
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purchase you silk g·o,vns as often as 

you ,voulcl wish to have the1n." 

Miss Caroline considered these 

argu1nents as very trifling, and 

promised to give her man1n1a no 

uneasiness as to her carelessness in 

,vearing her fine clothes. Though 

her n1a1nn1a consented to let her be 

dressed in the manner she requested, 

yet she desired her to re1nember the 

hints she had given her of the vex­

ations to "vhich her vanity ,vould 

expose her. 
Miss Caroline, on ·whon1 this good 

advice had no effect, lost not a n10-

1nent in destroying all the pleasure 

and enjoyn1ent of her infancy. 

Her hair, ,vhich before hung clo,vn 

111 careless ringlets, was novv hvist­

ed up in paper, and squeezed Be-
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hveen a burning pair of tongs; that 
fine jet, ·which had hitherto so hap­
pily set off the ·whiteness of her 
forehead, vvas lost under a clod of 
povvder and pomatum. 

In a fe-w days the 111antua-n1aker 
arrived ·with a fine slip of pea-green 
taffety, ,vith fine pink trin1111ings, 
and a pair of shoes, elegantly work­
ed to ans,ver the slip. The sight 
of then1 gave infinite pleasure to 
Caroline; but it ,vas easily to be 
perceived, ,vhen she had then1 on, 
that her li111bs vvere under great 
restraint, and her 111otions had lost 
their accuston1ed ease and freedon1. 
That innocence and candour, which 
used to adorn her lovely counte­
nance, began to be lost a1nidst the 

,. I 
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profusion of flowers, silks, g·auzes, 
and ribands. 

The nov-elty, hovvever, of her 
appearance qujte enchanted her. 
I-Ier eyes, with uncon1111011 eager­
ness, w~andered over every part of 
her dress, and \Yere seldon1 removed, 
unless to take a general survey of 
the ·whole in a pier glass. She 
prcvaaecl on her n1an11na to let her 
send cards of invitation to all her 
acquaintances, in order to enjoy the 
inexpressible pleasure ofbeing gazed 
at. As soon as they were met, she 
,vould \Valk back wards and fonvards 
before then1, ] ike a peacock, and 
see111ed to consider herself as the 
en1press.of the ,vorld, and they as 
her vassals. 

All this triun1phand consequence, 
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ho,vever, 1net ,vith 1nany 1norti(y­
ing· circumstances. The children 
·who lived near her ,vere one dav 

u 

pern1itted to ramble about the fields, 
,vhen Caroline accompanied then1, 
and led the way. What first at­
tracted their attention ·was a beau­
tiful 1neado,v, enamelled ·with a 
variety of charming flowers; an<l 
butterflies, whose ,vings were of 

. various colours, hovered over its 
surface. The little ladies an1used 

- themselves ·with hunting these but­
terflies, ,vhich they dexterous} y 
caught ,vithout hurting them; and, 
as soon as they had exa1nined ·their 
beauties, let then1 fly again. Of 
the flo"rers that sprung beneath 
their feet they 1nade nosegays~ for­
n1ed in the prettiest taste. 
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Though pride would not at first 
permit Miss Caroline to partake of 
these mean amusements, yet she at 
last wanted to share in the diversion; 
but they told her that the ground 
might be damp, which would infal­
libly stain her shoes, and hurt her 
silk slip. They had discovered her 
intention in thus bringing them 
together, which was only to show 
her fine clothes, and they ,vere 
therefore resolved to mortifif her 
vanity. 

Miss Caroline ,va~ of course un­
der the necessity of being solitary 
and inactive, while her companions 
sported on the grass, without fear 
of incommoding themselves. The 
pleasure she had lately taken in 
viewing her fine slip and shoes was, 
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A CU RE FOR PRIDE. 89 
at this moment, but a poor con1-
pensation for the mirth and n1er­
riment she thereby lost. 

On one side of the meadow grew 
a fine grove of trees, which re­
sounded ,vith the various notes of 
innumerable birds, and which seem­
ed toinviteeveryonethat passed that 
way to retire thither, and partake of 
the indulgences of the shade. The 
little n1aidens entered this grove, 
jumping and sporting, without 
fearing any injury to their clothes. 
l\Iiss Caroline would have follo·wed 
them, but they advised her not, 
telling her, that the bushes ·would 
certainly tear her fine trimn1ings. 
She plainly sa,v that her friends, 
,vho ·were joyously sporting an1ong 
the tree..~, ,vere 1naking then1selves 
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1nerry at her expence, and there­
fore grew peevish and ill-humoured. 

The youngest of her visitors, '· 
ho,vever, had son1e sort of con1pas­
sion on her. She had just dis­
covered a corner, ·where a quantity 
of fine ,vild strawberries grevv, vvhen 
she called to Miss Caroline, an<l 
invited her to eat part of them. 
This she readily attempted; but no 
sooner had she entered the grove, 
than she ,vas obliged to call out for 
help. Hereupon the children all 
gathered to the spot, and found 
poor Caroline fastened by the gauze 
of her hat to a branch of white­
thorn, from ·which she could not 
disengage herself. They irnmedi­
atel y took out the pins that fa&tenecl 
her hat; but, to add to her n1ifSor-
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tunes, as her hair, which had been 
friz1.lt d ·with so 1nuch labour, was 

· also entangled ·with the branch of 
,vhite-thorn, it cost her ahnost a 

whole lock before she could be set 

at liberty. Thus, in an instant, was 

all the boasted superstructure of her 

head-dress put into a state of confu-
. 

s1on. 
After what had passed, it cannot 

be difficult to suppose in ,vhat 

n1anner her playn1ates vie-wed this 
accident. Instead of consolation, 

of ,vhich Caroline stood in 111uch 

need, they could not refrain laugh­

ing at the odd figure she made, and 
did actually torment her with a 
hundred ,vitty jokes. After hav­

ing put her a little into order, they 
quitted her in search of ne\v a1nusc-
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ments, and ·were soon seen on the 
top of a neighbouring hill. 

Miss Caroline found it very diffi­
cult to reach this hill ; for her fine 
shoes, that were 1nade very tight, 
in order to set off her feet the better, 
greatly retarded her speed. Nor 
,vas this the only inconvenience; 
for her stays were dravvn so close, 
that she could not properly breathe. 
She vvould very vvillingly ha~e gone 
hon1e to change her dress, in order 
to be 1nore at ease; but she ·well 
kne\v that her friends ·would not 
giYe up their an1usen1ents to please 
her caprice. 

Her playn1ates having reached 
the sumn1it of the hill, enjoyed the 
beautiful prospect that surrounded 
then1 on all sides. 0i1 one hand 
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,vere seen verdant meadows; on 
the other the riches of the harvest, 
,vith 1neandering strean1s that inter­
sected the fields, and country seats 
and cottages scattered here and 
there. So grand a prospect could 
not fail of delighting then1, and 
they danced about ,vith joy ; ,vhile 
poor Caroline found herself obliged 
to remain belO'w, over,vhelmed "vith 
sorrow, not being- able to get up the 
hill. 

In such a situation, ~he had 
leisure enough to 1nake the n1ost 
s01-ro,vful reflections. "To ,vhat 
purpose," said she to herself, " an1 I 
dressed in these fine clothes ? Of 
,vhat a deal of pleasure do they 
debar n1e., and do not all n1y pre­
sent sufferings arise n1erely fi·o1n 
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the possession of then1 ?" She \Vas 

giving up her mind to the~'8 distres­
sing thoughts, ·when she suddenly 
sa\v her friends con1e running· down 
the hill, and all crying out togethe1 
as they passed her, " Run, run, 
Caroline! there is a terrible stonn 
behind the hill, and it is con1ing 
to,vards us ! If you do not 111ake 
haste, your fine silk slip will be 
nicely soused !" 

The fear of having her slip 
spoiled recalled her strength; she 
forgot her ,veariness, pinched feet, 
and tight-laced waist, and n1ade all 
the haste she could to get under 
cover. In spite of all her efforts, 
ho,vever, she could not run so fast 
as her companions, ·who ·were not 
incommoded by their drcsse~. 
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Every mon1ent produced son1e 
obstacle to her speed : at one tin1e 
by her hoop and flounces in the 
narrow paths she had to pass 
through ; at another, by her train, 
of which the furzes frequently took 
hold ; and at others by Mons. 
Pon1atun1 and Powder's fine scaffold 
,vork about her head, on which the 
wind beat down the branches of 
such trees as she was obliged, in her 
progress home, to pass under. 

At last, down came the storn1 
with great fury, and hail and rain 
n1ixed fell in torrents. All her 
companions ·were safe at hon1e 
before it began, and none ,vere 
exposed to its rage but poor Caro-
1ine,,vhoindeed, gotho1neatlast, but 
in a n1ost disastrous condition. She 
had left one of her fine shoes heh ind 
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her in a large n1ucl<l y hole, ,vhich, 

in her precipitate flight, she had 

hurried over ,vithout observing; 

and, to fill up the 1neasure of her 

n1isfortuncs, just as she had got over 

the 1neado\v, a sudden gust of wind 

n1ade free with her hat, and ble\V it 

into a pond of stagnated and filthy 

·water. 
So con1pletely soaked was every 

thing ~he had on, and the heat and 

rain had so glued her linen to her, 

that it \Vas "vith some difficulty they 

got her undressed; as to her silk 

slip, it indeed afforded a 1niserable 

spectacle of fallen pride and vanity. 

Her mother, seeing her in tears, 

jocosely said to her, "1\iy dear, 

shall I have another slip n1ade up 

for you against to-morro,v ?"-'' Oh 

no, n1an11na," ans,vered Caroline, 
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kissing her, " I an1 perfect! y con­

Yin ced, fron1 experience, that fine 

clothes cannot add to the happiness 

of the ,vearer. Let n1e again have 

1ny nice ·white frock, and no 1nore 

po,vder and po1natu1n till I a1n at 

least ten years older; for I a1n 

ashan1ed of n1y folly and Yanity." 

Caroline soon appeared in her 

forn1er dress, and ·with it she reco­

vered her usual ease and freedo1n, 

looking· 1nore modest and pleasing 

than she ever <lid in her gaudy 

finery. H.er 111an1n1a did not regret 

the loss she had sustained in the 

,vreck of the slip, fine shoes, and 

hat, since it produced the n1eans of 

bringing her daughter back to rea­

son and prudence. 
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TI-I.E YOUNG CIIEAT. 

RosABEL RADFORD never could 
do any thing in a fair and honest 
111anner, but ·was ahvays planning, 
tricks, and trying to deceive. 

vVhen she ,vas se,ving, and her 
n1other stuck a pin in her ,vork to 
1nark her task, Rosabel often n1oved 
the pin nearer to n1ake the task 
shorter; and "vhcn this ·was disco­
vered, and she ,vas told to se,v a 
,vhole sea111 as a punislnncnt, she 
,vas so artful and so perverse that 
she did not thread her needle, but 
sat for an hour as if she ,vas very 
busy at ,vork, ,vhen all the t.in1e 
she ,vas sticking in her needle and 
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dra,ving it out without any thread 

in it. 
'\iVhen a book ,vas gi veu her to 

read, she 111erely looked at a fe,v 

,vords in each page, and then decla­

red that she had read the whole; 

and at first every one was surprised 

at her reading so fast, for she pre­

tended she could get through a large 

book in an hour. But ,vhen ques­

tioned, she could not relate any 

thing that she had reacl. 

,vhen she ,vas sent <lo,vn into 

the parlour to practise her piece on 

the piano, she ,vould play nothing 

,vhile she ,vas alone but little easy 

son°·s for her o,vn a1nuse1ncnt, un­

less she heard any bocly coining ; 

and then she ,voultl restnnc her 

lc\':'son as if ~he ha<l been playing- it 

all the ti1ne! 
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,vhen she was dra-wing, instead 
of keeping the model or pattern 
before her, and looking at it every 
n101nent, she used to lay it under 
her paper to trace the outline. 

She happened to find an old wri­
ting book, in ·which her elder sister 
had several years before ,vritten her 
French exercises, and which had all 
heen corrected by her master. Ro­
sabel, \vho ,vas no,v learning French, 
copied secretly all her exercises out 
of this book, and her teacher (who 
did not at first find out the trick) 
,vas surprised at their being so good. 

Of course, these things \Vere al­
\vays discovered at last, and she ,vas 
ahvays punished; but Rosabel ,vas 
so bad a girl that she still continued 
the san1e practices. 

If she played "blind 1nan's buff/' 
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td she ahvays slipped up the handker-
·n chief so that she could see the whole 
·y ti1ne she was blindfolded. If the 
er play vvas "hot buttered beans," when 

she ·went out of the roorn with the 
·1- other children that the ball n1ight 
1r be hidden, Rosabel often peeped 
er through the key hole to see ·where it 
1ll ,vas put. 
o- In playing "hovv do you like it," 

,vhenever she ,vas sent into the entry 
,1t to ,vai t till a vvord was fixed on for 
n her to guess, she stood and listened 

,ki all the ti1ne ·with her ear close to the 
J crack of the door. \[I, 

al· Rosabel and her elder ~ister Ca-
r-,, therine had each a little garden. 
ff.' Catherine took great care of hers, 
.~ but Rosabel's ,vas neglected. Ca­

thcrinc:-:pent rnost of her pocket-1110-
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ney in buying seeds, and roots of 
curious flo\vers for her garden. Ro­
sabel often dug up so1ne of these 
seeds and roots, and planted then1 
in her ovvn garden ; and vvhen they 
ca1ne up, she insisted that they 
n1ust have fallen there by accident. 

One day her mother having some 
nice queen cakes in the house, gave 
Rosabel one for herself, and two 
others for her hvo younger sisters, 
who vvere up stairs in the playroo1n. 
Instead of doing so, Rosabel \Vrap­
ped the queen cakes up in her 
handkerchief, and put then1 all in 
one of the pockets of her apron. 
Then she vvent to the closet in the 
eating roo1n, and got tivo crackers 
vvhich she took up to her sisters, 
saying that they were sent by her 
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1nother. The children supposing it 
to be true, ate the crackers very 
quietly. Rosabel being obliged to 
go back to her n1other's room, ate 
oi1e of the queen cakes there, and 
kept the others in her pocket to 
feast on in secret, when she was 
alone. They had a little dog that 
was very fond of cakes. He sat 
down before her, and looked up 
·wishfully in her face, hoping every 
n101nent she would give hi1n a piece 
of the one she \-Vas eating. But as 
she did not do it, and he smelt those 
that \-Vere in her pocket, he ju1nped 
upon her, and seizing· the corner of 
her handkerchief in hii;; n1outh, he 
dragged it out, and displayed the 
b,yo cakes that she had concealed 
there, which she ought to have given 
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to her sisters. Iler 1nother did not 
give Rosabel another cake for a 
111011th. 

One Sunday \Vhen the children 
,vere all preparing to go to church, 
Rosabel observed as their bonnets 
lay on the bed, that the strings of 
her sister Margaret's bonnet \Vere 
n1uch cleaner than her own. Being 
alone, she took off and changed the 
strings, all the bonnets being tri1n­
rned with the sa111e ribbon. She 
put her sjster's clean strings on her 
own bonnet; and her o,v11 dirty 
~tring-s on .lVlargaret's; and she had 
not candour enough to confess the 
truth, ,vhen she heard her 111other 
L'eprovc l\t.ugaret for having niade 
her bonnet ~trings ~o very dirty. 

[laving piJ.111ed on the ,·tririgs in 
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great haste, one of the pins stuck 

into Rosabel's head after she had 

got to church, and pricked her so 

severely aH the tin1e that she could 

scarcely keep fro1n crying; and 

she ,vas afraid to take off the bonnet 

and fix it better, lest her 1nother 
(who sat beside her) should find out 

the truth ; for bad children are al­
,vays in constant dread of discovery. 

So she had to bear the pin stick­

ing in her head the ·whole church­

tin1e till the end of the last prayer; 

and then in her ·wriggling about 

,vith the pain, the string ca1ne off, 

and her 1nother pinned it on again; 

but in so doing ~he perceiYed a 

place ,vhere the ribbon had been 

joined to 1nake it longer. 
",vhy, Rosabel," said Mrs. Rad-
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f orcl, as they ·walked home, " those 
are not your bonnet strings; they 
are Margaret's. I reme1nber her 
bonnet being the last I trinnned, 
and that I joined the ribbon to 
lengthen it at the place that ,vent 
under the chin. I see no,v ho,v 
the strings on lVIargaret's bonnet 
happen to be so dirty. They are 
in reality yours, and you have been 
at your old tricks and changed then1. 
N o-w I 1nust tell you that I intend­
ed next ,veek getting new trin1-
n1i11g for all your bonnets; but as a 
pnnislnnent you shall ,vear the old 
l'ib bon on yours the ren1ainder of 
the sun1111er. 

One evening when Rosabel ,vas 

at a children's tea party, ~he sat 
next to a little girl nan1cd JVIari-
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annc Varland, whose parents always 

drcst her like a \ivo111an, and ,vho 

had a pair of ,vhite kid gloves on 

her hands. vVhen tea was handed 

round, Marianne took off her kicl 

gloves, and laid then1 on the chair 

behind her. Rosabel had often 

been desirous of ,vearing ,vhite kid 

gloves, but her 1nother ah,ays 

refused to get her any, saying that 

it "vas foolish to put the111 on the 

hands of children. Ho,vever, ,vhen 

Rosabel sa ,v Marianne V arlancl 

with ,vhite gloves, she felt a greatC'r 

desire than ever to ,vcar the sa1nc. 

Accordingly she slipped then1 fi·o1n 

behind Wiariannc (,vho ,vas helping 

herself to her tea) and slily put 

the1n on her o,vn hand~, and then 

she sat eating 1nuffin and phnu-
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cake ivith the1n as boldly as if they · 
,vere her own. 

Marianne observed the butter 
running do·wn Rosabel's fingers, 
and she ,vondered she chose to eat 
,vith ivhite kid gloves on ; but sup­
posed it ·was because she had seen 
ladies do so. 

,vhen tea ,vas over, Marianne 
turned to take up her gloves, but 
did not find then1, and looked all 
about in vain. She could not in1a­
gine ,vhat had beco111e of the111, as 
she had only laid the111 on the chair 
behind her: and ·when she asked 
Rosabel if she had seen the111, the 
naughty girl said "no," and helped 
her to look for then1; pretending 
to ,vonder \vhere they couJd be. 
lVIarianne never for a n1on1ent 
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suspected that her gloves were all 
the time on Rosabel's hands. 

Rosabel wore Marianne's gloves 
the "vhole evening, eating fruit, 
cakes, sugar phunbs, and every thing 
else ,vithout taking them oft: so that 
they \Vere too much soiled ever to 
be worn again. When a little girl 
remarked to her that she was spoil­
ing her gloves, Rosabel gave her 
head a toss and said, "when those 
\-Vere soiled her 1nother could afford 
to buy her another pair." 

,vhen the party \Vas over, Rosa­
bel contrived, very cunningly, to 
slip the dirty gloves in Marianne 
Varland's reticule, (which she had 
laid for a fe"v minutes on the bed 
in the roon1 ,vhere they had left 
their bonnets and shavvls,) satisfied 
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"vith the pleasure of havjng \Vorn 
them all the evening; and kno·wing 
that they ·were no\V too n1uch soile<l 
ever to be ·worn again. 

,Vhen lVIarianne \Vent hon1e, she 
·was surprised to find the gloYcs in 
her bag, and to see then1 in such a 
dirty condition, when she knew 
that she had not ,vorn the111 herf'=d f: 
except for a fe,v n1inutes at the he­
ginning of the evening. ,vhil e ~he 
,vas lookiug at then1, son1ething 
dropped out of one of the gloYcs 
and fell on the floor. On taking it 
up it ,vas found to be a ring ,vith a 
cipher and hair in it, w·hich l\.'.Iari­
anne's sister recollected haYing seen 
the day before -rrhen it ,vas shown 
to her at school by Rrn:=abe], ,vho 
told her that it n a. the hair and 
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ci phcr of her aunt, after ·whon1 she 

was na1ned, and ·who had just given 

it to her as a ne\v year's present. 

'I'his ring Rosabel had, without 

kno,ving it, drawn off with the 

glo\res, and it proved that she was 

the person who had ,vorn o.nd 

spoiled thein. 
Next 1norning Marianne enclo-­

scd the ring in a paper with the 

dirty gloves, and sent the1n to Ro­

~abel ,vith a note, saying·, " that she 

rnade her a present of the gloves 

that she had ,vorn and spoiled the 

night before, and that she returned 

a ring· which had dropped fro111 

oue of the fingers. 

That 1norning at breakfast Rosa­

bel's 1nother not seeing the nevv 

ring on her finger (and ·which she 
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had promi8ed her aunt to wear 
always) asked Iler ·where it \Vas. 
Rosabel guessed ho"v she had lost 
it, but being afraid to explain, 
said that it ·was safe in her drawer 
up stairs. She then went to school; 
and soon after the parcel arrived 
with Marianne ·varland's note. 
Mrs. Radford opened them and was 
n1uch surprised. 

When Rosabel can1e home, her 
mother showed her the gloves and 
ring, and made her confess the 
whole. 

Mrs. Radford's children had all 
been invited to a little dance ,vhich 
,vas to take place next ·week at the 
house of a lady in the neighbour­
hood, but she now told Rosabel 
that as a punishment for taking 
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aud \vearing Marianne's gloves, she 

would not pennit her to acco1npany 

her sisters. Rosabel cried very 

1nuch at being obliged to stay at 

ho1ne by herself, and her mother 

hoped that this lesson "voulcl cure 

her of cheating and deceiving, 

But it "vas all in vajn. Rosabel 

never left off these faults, and at 

last every body ,vas continually 

watching her lest she should play 

so111e trick; and nobody would 

believe a ·word she said. A.11 her 

young friends gave her np, their 

parents fearing that they ,vould be 

injured by the exa1nple of so had a 

girl. 

2 
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EDMUND ORWELL and his sister 
Clara '1Vere on a visit at their uncle 
Haydon's, ·who lived in a re1note 
part of the country, on a large fann. 
The only buildings near the1n ,verc 
an old Collegiate Church and a 
still older place called the Chantrcy 
House. The children (,vho had 
never before been at any place so 
far fron1 the city) ,vere delighted to 
play in the 1neadows and orchard, 
and to clin1b the rock , and to ran1-
ble through the ,voods, in co1npany 
,vith their cousin Philip llaydon, 
,vho ,vas a little older than Ed1nuncl. 

One day they heard their aunt ... 
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say, that she wanted s0111e elder­

berries to make jelly, and they re­

collected having seen a great many 

in the ,voods about two 111iles of[ 

They offered to g·o and gather a 

large quantity for her; and as the 

baskets would be too heavy for the1n 

to carry so far, thclr uncle said he 

would let the1n take the car ,vhen 

they went for_ the elder-berries. 

:Philip allo-wed E<ln1und to help 

hi1n harness the horse, and lifting· 

Clara into the back seat of the car, 

,vith a pile of baskets before her, the 

boys placed then1sel ves on the bench 

in front, and they set off in high 

spirits, Echnund driving· ,vhile in 

the open road, and l_)hili p after they 

got into the ,vood~. 

They soon ca1ne to the place 
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where they had seen the elder-ber­
ries so abundant. It wa~ a sort 
of opening in the forest, \vhere the 
surrounding trees \Vere covered 
\vith elder-berries that ascended to 
their highest branches, and also ran 
along the ground, so as to forin a 
close thicket. These trees \Vere 
loaded ·with large bunches of fine 
ripe purple elder-berries, in such 
profusion, that barrels full 1night 
have been gathei·ecl there. 

The children got out of the car, 
and proceeded industriously to the 
bu.:i11ess of plucking the berries, and 
filling the baskets with then1. It 
1nust, ho,vever, be supposed that 
they ate s01ne as they went on. 

They ,vere talking and laughin_o­
very 1nerrily, ,vhcn they sa,v the 

an 

t 
l. 
t 



THE FAWN. 117 

branches that were low on the ground 
begin to 1nove. Clara screa1ned out 
that a panther must be hidden un­
der the1n ; and the boys, to keep 
her safe, put her into the car, till 
they could discover what it really 
was. Each then armed himself with 
a large stick broken from the branch 
of an old tree that lay on the ground, 
and advanced to the place where 
they had seen the shaking of the 
branches. Clara was very much 
frightened, and screamed to the 
boys to let the panther alone, and to 
jun1p into the car and drive hon1e. 

The boys, ho\vever, would not 
listen to her; and presently the in­
nocent head of a little fa\-vn came 
out from among the leaves. 

" There, Clara," exclai1ned Phil-
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lip, '' there is the oLjcct of terror. 
Only a pretty little frnvu, that l 
suppose has strayed away fi·on1 it:s 
n1other." 

Clara inunediately jun1ped out 
of the car to look at the fa,wn, and 
found it entangled in the twisting 
bra11ehes. 

"Oh! l)hi1ip ! Oh! Ed1nund !" 
said she, " do let us take this dear 
8\Veet creature hon1e. ·,v c shall 
have no trouble in catd1ing it, for 
th~ branches are holding it fast for 
us. ,vhat a chanuing- plaything it 
"ill Le for us. Oh ! ho,v l love it 

I l I" a1reac y. 
Edniuncl ,vas delighted at the 

idea of carrying the fo.wu hon1e ,vith 
the1n, and ,vanted to take hold of it. 
The poor thing was very n1uch 
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frightened, and tren1bled all over. 

Philip then said that he thought it 

better to leaYe the fa·wn where it 

was, that the n1other could not he 

, cry far off, and that the little ani-

1nal ,Yould be liluch happier to con­

tinue to run through the ,voods at its 

liberty. But Clara could not giv(' 

up the pleasure of having so pretty 

a pet, and Ech11und also thought 

that he should like very n1uch to 

play ,vith it. He proposed that 

Clara should take the fa,vn into the 

car, and hold it there while he and 

Philip finished gathering the elder­

berries. The fa ,vn struggled so to 

get loose, that Clara's strength could 

not hold out, and Echnund thcu 

took char~·e of the poor terrified lit­

tle ani1nal, having fi rf:t tied its legs 
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. together ·with son1e long grass, 
which he twisted in strings for the 
purpose. Clara then quitted the 
car, and took her brother's place at 
the elder-trees. 

All the baskets ,vere soon filled, 
and the children set off to go ho1ne; 
but ,vhen they ,vere nearly in sight 
of the house, Clara again took the 
fa,vn that she 1night be seen riding 
up the Jane ·with her ne,v pet in her 
anns. As soon as they arrived at 
the front gate, Ed111und and Clara 
began both together to tell of their 
adventure; but Mr. and Mrs. 
Haydon said, they agreed ·with 
Philip in thinking that the fawn 
had better have been left in the 
·wood~, and allowed to ren1ain at li­
berty. But :Ed1nuncl and Clara 
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·were of opinion that it could not be 

n1ore happy in the woods than they 

·would 1nake it. 
Clara carried it into her chamber 

and got a bowl of milk for it, but 

the poor favvn vvas too frightened to 

eat, and hid itself under the bed, 

where it lay tre1nbling. At dinner, 

she ate but tvvo n1ou thfuls of her 

peach-pie, and on her aunt asking 

her the reason, she said she was go­

ing to save her piece for the fawn. 

Mrs. Haydon praised her little 

niece's generosity, but told her the 

fawn ,vould not eat pie, and that 

·wild anin1als only relished such food 

as vvas· natural to then1. "When­

ever he is ·willing to eat pie,'' con­

tinued J\llrs. I-Iaydon, "I assure 

you that he shall have as 111uch as 
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he ·wants without your share bej ng 
saved for hin1." 

The fawn \Vas very restles~ all day, 
but to\varcls evening being quite 
hungry, he ate son1e elder-berries 
and lapped son1e n1ilk, to the great 
joy of Clara, \vho was afraid he 
,vould starve. She insisted on hav­
ing hi111 to sleep in her roon1 that 
night, and she 111ade hin1 up a little 
bed out of her clothes-bag and the 
things that \Vere in it. But the 
fb.\.vn vvoulcl not stay on the bed, 
though Clara put hi111 do,vn on jt, 
at least ten tin1es; and he bounced 
about the roon1, and tried so often to 
get out of the ,vindow that she was 
kept c:nvake by hi111 nearly all night. 
"\Vhen she fell asleep about daylight, 
he roused her by prancing over her 
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bed, but she thought every thing 

that he did ·was charn1ing. 

ln the 111orning-, the boys got 

so1ne old boards, and 111ade a house 

for the fa,vn under the shade of a 

large plun1b-tree in the garden; aud 

for fear that he should ci;;cape, they 

tied hi~n to the tree by a long cord. 

Ecln1und and Clara ·were continually 

feasting hin1 ·with all sorts of dain­

ties, n1ost of \vhich he rejected at 

first, but learnt to eat at last. Yet 

the fawn, though he ,vas very well 

fed, and very 1nuch kissed and pat­

ted, and drcst every day ,vith 

fio,vers, did not seen1 happy; and 

Philip often urged his cousins to let 

the poor little ani1na1 be carried back 

to the place in the ,voods ,vhere they 

had found hin1. But Ed1nund and 
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Clara could not think of giving· up 
their pet. 

One day Edmund came home 
fron1 the 1,voods carrying a large 
green branch filled with red berries. 
"Here Clara" said he '( see what ' ' I have brought for the favvn. I 
found the1n on a bush about half a 
111ile of[ Only a few of the111 are 
ripe, and I have not tasted a single 
one, that there 111ay be the n1ore 
for hi111." "Neither will I taste 
the1n," said Clara. ,~ They look 
beautiful, and I an1 sure he will 
like the1n; so he shall have them 
all to hi1nself." 

They then offered the branch of 
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berries to the finvn, who turned 

tnvay iu great apparent disgust. 

'' ,vhy, he ,vill not touch thc1n," 

ex.clai1ncd Clara. "Oh!'' said Ecl­

n1u1H1, " perhaps that is because he 

has never eaten any before. You 

know ho,v 111any things that he 

disliked at first we have taught hi111 

· to eat quite readily. Let us see if 

we cannot g·et hi1n to taste the1n. 

Do not you kno,v that ,vhen you 

,vcre a very little girl you would 

not eat oysters, but 1ny father in­

sisted on your trying· to conquer 

your avrrsion to the1n, and no,v 

there i~ nothing you like better. 

So, we ,vill 1nake the fa,vn cat 

tbese beautiful red berries." 

A.ccorclingly, Ed1nund held the 

fawn, ,vhilc Clara iorccd the Ler-



126 rl'HE FAWN. 

ries into its 1nouth, and after 
awhile the fa\vn svvallowed them, 
though very reluctantly. 

After they had thus fed their 
darling, they were called in to tea; 
and when they vvent afterwards to 
carry hi111 his supper of mi] k and 
sugar, vvhat ,vas their astonish1nent 
to find the poor ani1nal, extended 

' on the ground, stretched half~vay 
out of his house, and shaking all 
over; his eyes rolling, his 1.nouth 
gasping, and uttering the n1ost 
piteous cries. 

Clara screamed out, " Oh n1y 
:£1.wn-111y dear darling fawn-\vhat 
can ail hin1 ?" And Echnund said, 
"I am afraid he is going to die. 
Let us run and ask 1ny uncle what 
had best be done for him." 

lil 
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All the fa1nilv ·were soon assem-
u 

bled before the house of the fawn, 

and 1\tlr. Haydon said immediately, 

that the poor fawn had been poi­

soned. " Oh," exclaimed Clara, 

"who could have been so ,vicked as 

to poison hin1 ? Edmund and I 

never allo,v any body to feed him 

hut ourselves. I a1n sure he has 

had nothing since his dinner, but 

these pretty red berries,'' taking· 

up the branch which lay on the 

ground. " Ab," said Phjlip, "that 

is the very thing. Those berries 

are a n1ost deadly poison; and 

nothing now can save hin1." Just 

as Philip spoke, the poor fa,vn 

stretched hin1self out, and died. 

Clara cried hitterl y , and Ed1nund 

also. " Oh," said he, " I ,vish ,ve 
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had never brought ,nvay the fhwn 
If ,ve had left hi1n in the ·woods 
\vhere we found hin1, he ,vould 
have been alive no\v, and Yrould 
have gro,vn up into a fine deer." 

"Yes,'' said l\Tr. Haydon, "and 
before you had given hi1n the ber­
ries, if yon had taken the trouble to 
inquire ,vhat they ·were, any one in 
the house could have told you that 
they were poisonous. I hope nei­
ther you nor your sisters tasted 
ihe1n. " Oh ! no, no," cried Clara, 
" we kept every one for the clear 
fa-wn.j' 

" N o,v," said Ecln1und, " I a111 
detennined ,vhen I go to town 
again, to read as n1any books as I 
can get, upon the nature of plants 
and anin1a1s.'' 

11' 
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"And I " said Clara '' will al-
' ' 

·ways in future listen attentively 

,vhen I hear gro,vn persons talking 

on those subjects." 
" You ,vill then learn," said Mr. 

l-Iaydon, " that no ·wild anin1als are 

happy ,vhen kept in a state of con­

fine111ent, and that ·when left to 

themselves they can ah,vays judge 

,vhat food is good, or ·what is bad 

for the111." 
"To be sure," said Clara, sobbing, 

" the poor dear favvn ,vas very un­

,villing to eat the berries." 

" Had he ren1ained in h1 s native 

,voods/' said 1\llr. Haydon, "he 

never ,vould have touched then1, 

and he n1ight no,v have been alive 

and ·well. Let tlus be a lesson for 

you. Never again, for the pleasure 
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of having a pet, deprive a \Vikl 
anin1al of its liberty, and force upon 
hi1n food ·which is contrary to his 
taste and habits. No n1atter ho\v 
carefully you try to tanJ e then1, 
they still prefer doing ·what is n1ost 
natural. If you catch a ·wood­
pecker and shut hi1n up in a roon1., 
he vvill be constantly pecking at 
the legs of the tables and the backs 
of the chairs, just as he pecked at 
the bark of the trees, when he 
Ii vcd iu the forest. And a young 
beaver confined in a yard has been 
knovvn to spend the ,vhole night in 
taking do·wn sticks of \vood fro1u 
the pile, and laying the111 across 
each other, as they do ,vhen build­
ing their houses." 

.Aiter the grief of the d11ldrcn had 
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becon1e a little n1orc con1posed, 

they proceeded to bury the poor 

fawn under a young locust tree in a 

field behind the house. Edn1und 

dug the grave according to the di­

rections of Philip, and the dead fawn 

being put into a basket and stre·wcd 

,v1th flo,vers by Clara, it ,vas con­

signed to the earth ,vith n1any tears. 

The boyi got a large ·white flat stone, 

n.nd laid it at the head of the grave, 

and Philip, to gratify his cousins, 

brought a fine ,vild rose-bush fro111 

the ,voods and planted it there. 

. Echnu nd and Clara shortly after 

returned to the city, and ·when next 

sun1111er they again visited their un­

cle and aunt Haydon, they found the 

grave of the fawn covered ,vith field­

flov,rcrR, and the ,rikl rose-bush in 
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full bloom. Tears ran down their 
cheeks as they thought of the poor 
little anin1al. 

But it was a lesson they did not 
forget. A fevv days after a boy of 
the neighbourhood brought Clara a 
present of a squirrel which he had _ 
just caught in a trap. She accepted 
the squirrel, but as soon as the boy 
was gone, she took it to the ·woods in 
front of the house, and gave it its 
liberty, saying as she put it on the 
gTound, "Go! poor fellow, run about 
the. trees and enjoy yourself in your 
o,vn ·way. I \Vish \Ve had left the 
favvn to <lo so." 
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THE FAVOURITE 

A YOUNG widow lady, ,vhose · 

nan1e was Lenox, had two children, 

Leonora and Adolphus, both equally 

deserving the affections of a parent, 

·which, however, were unequally 

shared. Adolphus ,vas the favour­

ite, ,vhich Leonora very early began 

to discover, and consequently felt 

no small share of uneasiness on the 

occasion: but she ·was prudent 

enoug·h to conceal her sorro\'v. 

Leonora, though not ren1arkab ly 

handsome, had a 111ind that 111ade 

a111ple amends for the ·want of beau­

ty; but her brother ,vas a little 

Cupid, on who1n Mrs. Lenox lavish-
N 
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ed all her kisses and caresses. It 
is no ·wonder that the scrYants, to 
gain the favour of their n1istress, 
,vere very attentive to hun1our hin1 
in all his ,vhin1sies. Leonora, on 
the other hand, was consequently 
slighted by every one in the house; 
and, so far fro111 ·wishing to study 
her hun1our, they scarcely treated 
hrr lYith co1nn1on civility. 

Finding herself frequently alone 
and neglected, and taken little no­
tice of by any one, she ,vould 
privately shed a torrent of tears; 
but she ahva ys took care that not 
the least 111ark of discontent should 
escape her in the presence of nny 
one. I-Ier constant attention to the 
observance of her duty, her 111ild­
ness, and endeavours to convince 
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her n1other, that her mind ,vaR 

superior to her face, had no effect; 

for beauty alone attracts the atten­

tion of those who examine no further 

than external appearances. 

Mrs. Lenox, who was continually 

chiding Leonora, and expecting from 

her perfections far beyond the reach 

of those n1ore advanced in years, at 

last fell sick. Adolphus seemed 

very sorry for his mother's illness; 

but Leonora, with the softest looks 

and n1ost languishing countenance, 

fancied she perceived in her n1other 

an abaten1ent of her accustomed 

rjgour towards her, and far surpass­

ed her brother in her attention to 

hc1: parent. She endeavoured to 

supply her slightest ·wants, exerted 

all her penetration to discover"them 
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that she n1ight even spare her the 
pain of askiug for any thing. So 
Jong as her mother's illness had 
the least appearance of danger, she 
never quitted her pillo"'', and nei­
ther threats nor con1111ands could 
prevail on her to take the least 
repose. 

lVIrs. Lenox, ho,vever, at length 
recovered, ,vhich afforded inexpres­
sible pleasure to the a1niable Leonora; 
but she soon experienced a renewal 
of her 111isfortunes, as her mother 
began to treat her ·with her usual 

IC_; • 

severity and indjfference. 
As l\iirs. Lenox ·was one day talking· 

to her children on the pain she had 
suffered during her illness, and was 
praising the111 for the anxiety they 
had sho,vn on her account, she 
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desirea then1. to ask of her whatever 

they thought ,vould be the 111.ost 

pleasing to the1n, and they should 

certainly be indulged in it, provided 

their den1ands were not unreason-

able. 
First addressing herself to Adol-

phus, she desired to knovv what he 

,vou1d choose : and his desire \!Vas to 

have a cane and a watch, which 

his mother pro1nised he should 

have the next 1norning. "And 

pray, Leonora," said Mrs. Lenox, 

" what is your ,vish ?''-" Me, man1-

1na, 111.e ?" ansvvered she, tre1nbling, 

"if you do but love n1e, I have 

nothing else to ·wish for?"-" Thif,; 

is not an ans,ver," replied the 1110-

ther, "you shall have your recon1-

pense likewise, 1niss, therefore speak 

your ,vish instantly." 
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1-Iowever a1.~customed Leonora 
1night have been to this severe tone, 
yet she felt it on this occasion n1ore 
sensibly than ever she had before. 
She thretv herself at her n1other's 
feet, looked up to her ·with eyes 
swin1111ing in tears, and instantly 
hiding her face with both her har1ds, 
Jisped out these 1-vords: "Only 
give n1e ttvo kisses, such as you give 
my brother." 

What heart could fail to relent at 
these words? Mrs. Lenox felt all 
the tender se1itin1ents of a parent 
arise in her heart, and, taking he1· 
up in her arins, she clasped her to 
her breast, and loaded her ·with 
kisses. The s,veet Leonora, ,vho 
novv, for the first tin1e, received her 
mother's caresses, gave way to the 
effusion of her joy and love; she 

h 
e 



THE FAVOURITE. 139 

kissed her cheeks, her eyes, her 

breasts, and her hands; and. Adol­

phus, who loved his sister, n1ixecl 

his e1nbraces ·with hers. Thus all 

had a share in this scene of un­

expected happiness. 

The affection ,vhich Mrs. Lenox 

had so long withheld fro1n Leonora, 

she now repaid with interest, and 

her daughter returned it ·with the 

1nost dutiful attention. Adolphus, 

so far fro1n being jealous at this 

change of his 1nother's affection for 

his sister, sho\ved every 1nark of 

pleasure on the occasion, and he 

afterwards reaped a re·ward of ~.o 

generous a conduct: for his natural 

disposition having been, in son1c 

1neasure, injured by the too great 

indulgence of his 1nother, he g·aye 
'--' 
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·way in his early days to those little 
indiscretions, which ,voul<l have 
lost him the heart of his parent, 
had not his sister stepped in between 
the111. It ·was to the advice of this 

an11able girl that Adolphus at last 
o,ved his en tire reforn1ation of 
manners. ,.fhey all three then 

experienced, that true happiness 
cannot exist in a fan1ily, unless the 
n1ost perfect union between brothers 
and sisters, and the n1ost lively and 
equal affection between parents and 
children, are constantly and strictly 
adhered to. 

FINIS. 
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