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PREFACE. 

THE greater number of the follow­

ing stories were written with a view 

to indulge that love of the wonderful 

so natural to children of all ages and 

dispositions, without distorting their 

young minds by any thing too hor­

rible or unnatural. 

That there was such a person as 

Old Daniel and that he amused the 

childre11 _of the village where he lived 

in this manner is perfectly true, but 

I have thought it expedient to sup­

press some of his stories, to _ alter 

others, and to supply him with seve­

ral which he never heard of. I have 

also taken the liberty of making great 

a2 
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improvements in his mode of expres­

sion, as I do not perceive any advan .. 

tage children can derive from an ac­

quaintance with vulgar or provincial 

phrases, especialI y as it is not to be 

suppose<l they are capable of distin­

guishingwhat are fit to be adopted, and 

'" hat ou~ht to be avoided. ,vhen Da-u 

n ~J\; didion is only si•mple, and not 

a!~•;)olutdy improper, I lio.ve end(;~l.­

voured to preserve it, as it sometimes 

renders his narr<1tions 1nore interest­

ing. Of these stories, some founded 

on facts are that of the Bog-1r'Jlter, 

of the Fortunate Reproof, of the Little, 

Pedlar, of the Bears, and of the Little 

Boy who was Forgot at School. 

l\ly great object in publishing these 

tales is to encourage in children 
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a love of reading, which by becom­

ing habitual may lead to profitable 

studies in their riper years: and as 

I have observed that among the great 

number of books written Jor young 

people> there are con1paratively few 

which attempt to turn the thoughts 

of their readers to foreign countries, 

nnd thus induce thetn to profit by 

the many well-written books of tra­

vels we possess, I have been rather 

desirous to give to my little stories 

this kind of novelty. I have endea .. 

voured to afford my young readers (to 

borrow the words of a simple and 

elegant writer*) "little foretastes of 

* Charles Lamb : See Preface to Tales from 

Shakespear, 
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the great pleasure which awaits them 

in their elder years," when circum­

stances 1nay actually lead them to 

foreign lands, or a desire of know­

ledge ~urn their attention to the per­

usal of what travellers have written. 

In short, my ardent wish is to 
promote as much as possible that love 

of literature, which procures the most 

inde/Jendent of all emJJloyments, and 

the most durable of all pleasures. 

I 
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S 1'0 RIES 

OF 

OLD DANIEL. 

CfIAP'TER I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

IN a little village, where I spent 
some of n1y earliest and happiest 
days, dwelt an old man whose name 
was Daniel. He was between ninety 
and a hundred years of age, but 
strong and healthy, retained his 111e­
mory quite perfect, and related cl earl) 
many of the adventures of his youth. 
The neighbours were all kind to 
him : but their children <loated on 
him, for he used to tell then1 stories, 
and give them apples and ginger-

H 
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bread ,,\ihen they gathered about him;' 
and n1any a wonderful tale had he of 
foreign lands and past days. He \Vas 
always dressed in a brown great coat 
,, hich buttoned down to his kuees, 
and never ,Yas seen outside his door 
without an i111mense stick, which he 
boasted of using both as a support 
and defence. The little hair ren1ain­
ing on the back of his head was as 
,, bite as snow, and his long beard 
(the 1nost re111arl:able thing in his 
appearance) ,vas of the same hue. 
His comple_·ion ·was generally pale ; 
but he had once been a soldier, and 
when he talked of battles, his cheeks 
glowed, and bis eyes sparkled, as if his 
vouth were rene,Yed. In his walks 
he was constantly acco1npanied by a 
dog, "ho was ahnost as great a fa-
·ourite with the village children as 
himself; and when he sat at home iu 
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his elbow chair, his tortoise-shell 
cat always took her place -at his feeto 
He had also a starling \Yhich imitated 
every sound that he heard: in fine 
weather his cage used to be hung up 
outside the window; and many a. 
heating he occasioned to the littJP. 
boys who stopped to talk to hi111 on 
their way to school, until his master 
(being inforn1ed of the 111ischief he 
<lid) removeJ Iii rrt to the other side 
of the house: hov,-ever on Sundays 
and holidays the starling always ap-
1Jeared in his old pla.ce and every one 
,vas rejoiced to see hin1. 

Daniel's cottage ;v<ls oue of the 
prettiest in the village: the white 
walls were almost covered with jessa-
1nine aud woodbine, ,vhich forn1e<l a 
porch over the door ; and here it was 
that the old 1nan used to place his 
wicker chair of a Sunday evening. 

u 2 



4 INTRODUCTIO"N', 

Before the house was a green : in 
the n1i<lst stood a large oak, and be­
yond it ran a little stream, proceed­
ing from a spring hard by, which 
never failed in the hottest days of 
s,un1mer. Behind his dwelling Da­
niel had a garden, where he still 
worked with his own hands; and in 
that garden stood the apple-trees 
fro1n which he regaled his young 
friends: but none of them were ever 
allowed to enter it; for he used to 
say that if they were to run and play 
there as they did on the green, they 
must destroy the produce of his 
labour, and he could not bear to see 
them happy by halves. rfhe thick pri­
vet hedge which surrounded this spot 
of ground \\·as considered as an impe­
netrable wall. i1any a wishful eye 
,Yas cabt at the fine ripe apples, but 
Daniel's fruit was never stolen, and 
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he often boasted, that in the course 

of thirty years his gar<len had never 
been robbed but once. The only 

person who lived with him was a 
poor deaf woman about sixty years 
of age, old Susan, whom he always 
treated as a child, because she was his 
own daughter, and having lived with 

him from her birth, he never thought 

' of changing his 1nethod. of tr,eating 
her. 

.. 
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I WAS one of the -flock of cliildrPt!' 
that gathered at hi~ cottage door of a 
"'nt.day evening to listen 1o his tjtories 
and partake of l1is fruit, v,:hich gave 
:me so n1ud1 n!easur~ tlwt 1 1,Yi~h ,I. 

iOW (at the di~t:1.nce of fm ty year~; 
to irnpart 1t to n1y young f1 iu1ds; and 
as I cannot share the apples an1ong 
them, I n1ust content 1nyself with 
telling solne of the stories. The first 
time 1 recollect joining the village 
throng, vvas in the latter encl of the 
month of August: my father had 
come to settle in the neighbom·hood 
about a ,veck before, and I ,\·ell re-
1nernber going to school for the fir,L 
ti1ne on a T# ednesday 1norning. As. 
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we were returning ho1ne on Satur­

day evening, I heaTd the little boys . ~ . 
saying to each other, that they should 

n1eet as usual tlie next afternoon, and 

that ~Ir. l)aniel ha<l pron1ised the1u 

a Hne ~tory and so1ne choice ap1)les. 

'fhiti rai~ed n1y curiosity ; and I 

su0n f0und means to inforn1 n1yself 

of the Sm1tlay's ainusernent, and to be 

of the party . 
. As soon as the old mnu saw n~, he 

sin61ed rue out as n stranger, a. ked 

1T1y nrnne, n1y age., fro1n whence 1ny 

family carnc, mt<l many other ques­

tions of that sort: he stroked my head, 

t-aicl he was sure I should be a goo<l 

hoy, for n1y grandfather had been a 

Lr~tve orric-er, and then (turning to 

the rest) asked which he should give 

fir-:t, the story, or the apple3. Some 

cried " the story," and some " the 

apples;" but he sctLkd lhe difrerence 
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by bringing out a basket of fine rjpt: 
apples ; and, gi viug one to each of 
us, saying, "you may eat and listen 
at the san1e time," he thus began 
his story. 

I WAS once quartered in a little vil­
lage, where there was a church-yard, 
in which all who died within five 
miles round were buried; in fact 
such numbers had been interred there, 
that the ground w3s full of bones, 
and a new grave was never dug, with­
out quantities of these being thrown 
up, so that the ground was strewed 
with skulls wh1ch were whitened by 
the air. l\1any strange stories were 
told of this same church-yard; and 
several of the old people who lived 
in that neighbourhood, talked of 
things that had been seen, and noises 
that had been heard, by those who 
happened to pass that way by night-. 
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The landlord of the public house 
where I (with two of my companions) 
lodged, was a very sociable, good sort 
of man; and as we were quiet lads, 

he often invited us into his parlour 
of a Sunday evening, that we 111ight 
take our bowl of punch tog~ther. 
One frosty night we were sitting 
rounJ his fire cha!ting, and as io 
often the case on such occasions '-' e 
began to talk on the subject of 
ghosts. First our landlord told a 
story of a haunted house where he 
ha<l once lived, and then his wife 
told another of a spirit that she said 
had appeared to her grandmother : 
each person related son1e anecdote of 
this sort, and every one was '~ore ter­
rific than the last, till at length vvc 
all began to look behind us, and I, 
who certainly could have marched up 
to the mouth of an enemy's cannon, 

B 3 
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felt myself shudder. Our good lantI­
lord perceiving th1s, repleni~h2d 
the bo't-vl of punch, aud we soon re­
covered our spirits. From one ex­
tren1e we got t◊ the other; and ,yhen 
our terrors ,-;ere q nite over, '\-Ye 

laughed heartily at each other for' 
being afraid of ghosts, and aTI, except 
our landlady and her sister, seemed 
to agree that it v-ras a mere joke. 
Our landlord's daughter, a comely 
girl of nineteE'.n, was silent, till one 
of my co1nrades saying that h~ ,vas 
sure she believecl in the reality of 
~uch appearances, she ans\vered very 
Jnodestly, "As to their reality, I can­
not pretend to know any thing aborit 
that, haj. I am not afraid of any such 
thing, as I am sure it could 11ot hurt 
nie." All the men except her father 
heemed to doubt her courage; but 
he ·aid. ,: I am sure ~ \uwy tells the 



THR CHURCH-YARD. 11 

simple truth, for mild as she Iooks.1 
I never knew her frightened: from 
an infant she has always had more 
courage than any of my other chil­
dren, and I know not how to account 
for it, except that she has been al­
ways more attentive in saying her 
prayers and going to church than the 
others." "However," said the young 
1nan who had been joking with her, 
" I will venture to lay a shilling that 
she would not dare at this 1noment to 
walk to the church-yard and bring 
one of the skulls here." " Done," 
cried her father : " so wrap your 
cloak about you, child, and go as fast 
as you can." Nancy set out very 
chearfully ; and as soon as she was 
gone, the landlord proposed to n1e 
to go with hin1 another \vay to the 
burial ground, and watch what she 
woul<l do. We reached the place 
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before her, and hid ourselves behind 
an old wall. We saw her walk bold­
ly forward, and take a skull fro1n a 
heap near us, but just as she \Vas 

going away, I could not refrain 
fro1n calling out in a hollow voice, 
" 1'hat is my head, do not take it 
away!" She started, looked round 
her for a moment, then threw down 
the skull, and took up another. I 
cried outag,ain (endeavouringin vain 
to assu1ne another tone), "That head 
is n1ine, let it a1one !" " Nay now," 
said she, '' you <lo not tell truth, for 
you certainly had not two heads;" 
and she carried off her prize. \Ve 
reached the house just as she entered 
it, and had a great deal of laughing 
about our adventure. At last Nancy 
said to the young man who had laid 
the wager) "J have a great notion you 
would not be so ready to go your-
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self to the church .. yard, as you were 

to send 1ne there ; but if you have a 

1nind to prove that you are not afraid, 

take one of these knives, and stick it 

in any part of the burial ground you 

please, and we shall see by that 

1neans to-n1orrow n1orning how far 

you ve~1tured." I-Ie was ashamed to 

refuse, so wrapping hin1self in a large 

great coat of the landlord's, he walk-
- . 

ed hastily out of the house. It was 

so cold that no one felt inclined to 

follow him, and ,ve gathered round 

the fire to wait his return. l'he 

church-yard was so near, that ,ve 

judged it 1night take hi1n about ten 

rninutes to execute bis purpose, for 

it was a fine star-light night, an<l the 

path quite straight; but when half 

an hour had pc1ssed, we began to 

wonder at his delay, and at length 

111y con1rade and I detennined to go 
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, 
in search of him. \Ve found the 
gate open, and our companion very 
near it, lying on the ground, to all 
appearance lifeless. On hearing our 
voices he appeared to reviYe, anc! in 
answer to our questions, said, that 
he had ·done what he had engaged to 
do, and was going away, when some­
thing pulled hi1n back with such 
force that he fell to the ground; that 
he had attempted twice to get up 
again, but was ahvays pulled back, and 
that in truth he was half dead with 
cold and terror. We helped him up, 
and in doing so discovered the cause 
of his fright; for in sticking the 
knife in the ground with some force, 
he had also stuck it through the great 
coat, and so fastened it to the ground 
t hat, every time he attempted to go 
away, it appeared as if he was vio-
ent ly pulled ba_ck. \Ve brought 
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hin1 h0111e with us as pale as ashes, 

and when he was ,,,ell recovered, you 

n1ay suppose how we all laughed at 

him. This was a constant joke 

against him in the regi1nent, and he " 

never could have been able to support 

the raillery of his c01nra<les long; 

but fortunately for hin1, in about 

two n1onths after we had a desperate 

engagen1ent with the ene1ny, and 

this very man distinguished hi1nself 

so much above the rest by his bravery 

that the story was never after men­

tioned. So you see what a foolish 

thing it is to pronounce a n1an a 

coward for being once frighteued. I 

have heard 1nany stories of ghosts, 

and always when I had an oppor­

tunity _ of enquiring into the truth, 

found them to be n1uch like that 

which I acted behind the old wa11, 

,vl1cn I claimed the two heads. 
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Here the old man paused, and 
gjving another apple to each of us, 
desired us to go and play on the 
green, which we did with great mer­
riment, Daniel still sitting at !i is 
door, and seeming to enjoy our 
sports almost as 1nuch as \Ve did our­
selves. 

A few days after, I discovered that 
old Daniel had told this story, for 
the purpose of correcting a little boy 
of our party, who had been taught 
by a foolish 1naid-servant to be afraid 
of ghosts, fairies, and all those sort of 
things, and \vhom the other boys 
were in the habit of laughing at, and 
€alling "cmvard." 
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SoM.ETIMES, as we were going to 

school, Daniel would look out at his 

window and bid us Good 111orning, 

but never suffered any of us to stop 

and talk to him, " lest," he would 

say, " your master should have the 

same complaint to make of me that 

he ha<l of the starling." l-Iowever in 

the evening as we returned, he would 

often talk to us for a few minutes in 

fine weather, but never asked us into 

h1s ho11se, or gave us any of his good 

things, e)..cept of a holiday. On 
Saturday, or the e-ve of any holiday, 

he never failed to remind us of the 

treat he bad for next day, and really 

I 
' 
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it seemed to give as much pleasure 
to the good old man, as to us. 

The second time I saw him I re­
n1e1nber particularly well, for the 

gloomy appearance of the morning 
tbreatencd, to prevent our visit to the 

green) and when '\ive met on the way to 
church, "ve kunented to each other 
that vve should hear no story if it 
rained. I-Joyvever just after we ca1ne 

froin church, a thunder-storm began, 
which lasted about half an hour, and 
b2fore the time of 1neeting, the sun 

shone as bright, and the country 
looked as cheerful as ever. You may 
~;uppose how glad all the little boys 
were. I should not forget to te11 you 
that there were twelve of us, the 
eldest of "':horn v1·as thirteen and the 
youngest nine, so you sec ive \Yere 

old enough to understand Daniel's 
stories very ,-vel1. 
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'fhis evening he produced a very 

h:1ndson1e basket of gingerbread, 

which old Susan bad bought the day 

before at a neighbouring fair, and 

after giving each of us his share, he 

thus began his story: 

You rnust know, my father, who 

·was a worthy clergyman, brought 1ne 

up ,vith a strict love of truth, and 

alway_s told n1e that it was an i1npru­

d":1st, as \Yell as a wicked thing, to 

t ~i l a falsehood. 'fhe story I am 

going to relate pro~:es he was right. 

,vben I was a very young lad, and 

first went into the army, I was sent 

with the regiment into a part of the 

country that was infested by a ter .. 

rib le gang of robbers, who laid "' 2lSt(• 
'-~ .... 

the whole neighbourhood. In the 

day-time thev concealed the1nseke~ 
~ J 

in th2 near rnounta1ns, ·where there 

were several caves and rui·ned build-

.. 
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ings well adapted to their purpose; 
but at night they used to i~sue from • 
their hiding places, and plunder the 
farm-houses, the little villages, and 
even the gentlemen's houses that -\,·ere 
not very well guarded. Frequently 
they would take away three or four 
sheep at a time, s01netimes as many 
cows and bullocks, and pigs and 
poultry without number; ju fact it 
was principally in this way that they 
procured food. Th~y used often to 
borrow the horses of tlteir neighbours, 
that is to say, they took then.1 out of 
the fields by night, and bro11ght 
then1 hack again a few days after in 
a very bad condition. !\.,.o traveller 
could pa~s in the dark without being 
attacked by them, and tlie riches they 
had gath ·red by robbing on the high­
way, as '\-vell a: by plundering houses, 
were said to be irn1nense. Several 
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ti1nes the inhabitants of the villages 
had joined the constables in large 
parties, to go in search of these dis­
turbers; but though they frequently 
saw one at a distance, who seemed 
placed to watch, and who fled away 
the 1non1ent they appeared, they ne­
ver met with any nun1ber; until one 
fine sum1ner's n1orning, that a large 
party went very early to the 1nouth 
of a cave, where they had reason to 
suspect some of these men were con­
cealed. One of the constables and a 
fanner, who were n10re courageous 
than the others, advanced first, and 
were instantly shot dead, which 
caused the rest to nrnke their escape 
in great haste. 'fhis was the first 
time they had ever been known to 
1nurder any one; but there is little 
difference between condemning a 
n1an to starvation by taking all he 
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has in the world, and killing hi1n out'"' 
right. I-Ion-ever, to come to my ow11 
part of the ::itory, it was the death of 
these t\.Yo n1en that caused our regi. 
n1ent to be sent into that part of the 
~0untry. Son1e of the old soldiers, 
who had sen·ecl in war-time and 
fought a6a1nst the l 1"'rench, considered 
it rather a disgraceful thi11g to be ~ent 
against common r0bbers; but I thought 
;t was good fun, and was v~ry glad to 
go to a new place. I <lid not then 
know hu\\.' glorious 1t was to fight for 
one's king and country. \Ve were 
welcome visitors on this occasion, 
and there was no tiouble in procur­
ing us lodging3) as I have often seen 
since. ~\vo or three of us were 
placed in each house, and every body 
\,as delighted to have our company. 
I thought it a fine thing to be so ca­
.·essed, and v;as better pleased than 

6-
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ever at having insisted on going into 
a profession \Yhich seen1ed to make 
friends so easily. I knew little of 
the world at that ti1ne. The first 
order we received, was to search 
through the n1ountains, and exan1ine 
all the caves and ruined castles in tbe 
neighbourhood; and this I assure 
you was to me a very entertaining 
service, especially as I did not know 
half the danger of it. We went into 
several caves where we ,,rere obliged 
to carry torches ; and I never saw 
any thing 1nore beautiful than the 
glittering of the spar and icicles that 
were in son1e of these. In one, 
which appeared less da1np and was 
more spacious than the rest, we found 
some chairs and a table, also the re­
mains of a dinner, which see1ned to 
have been a very good one, and to 
have been eaten very lately; but 
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none of the eaters shewed them .. 

selves. One great prize which I 

found behind a large rock, I must 

not forget: it was a little bottle of 

excellent rum; a most welcome trea­

sure in a hot day to thirteen tired sol­
diers, who had noliquor\,·ith them but 

some of the comn1on bad spirits of 
the country. This cave we exan1ined 

with particular attention, and ,vent 

into n1any different rooms (if I may 
so call them), but without discover­

ing any further traces of inhabitants. 

We continued this occupation for a 

fortnight and some of us patroled the 
country all night, without n1aking 
any discovery; but we did not mind 
the fatigue, for it was shared amongst 

so 1nany, and besides we were eating 
and drinking well. ,v e were in a 

plentiful country, and no one thought 

any thing too good for us: in truth, 
l 
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s111ce our arrival tlic robber5 had ' ceased to avpear, and the -inhabitants 
were ,·ery ,.vell satisfied Vi ith the ex­
change. I chanced to lodg~ in the 
same house ,..-itb a soldier of my own 
age, who had not been taught to hate 
a lie as much as I did, and often used 
to laugh at iue for 111y strictness on 
that subject. It happcncJ one day, 
that i t and I had got pcnn ission to 
go to a town at s01nc little <lif;ta1Tce, 
to provide ourselves n ith necessaries 
,vh ich \H.:re not to be l· ad in the vil­
lage, and meeting some of our ac­
q uaintancc (for part of th~ regi1nent 
"\-Vas qua1 tered there) , weweretcnipted 
to stay rather too i01"!g. \\ hich ub­
l<gcd us to llh,ke great ba~te in re-­
tun1111g. :.\fy cornp~:t.;rm, who \·,ns 
voun[! aud !:.'iJdv 1i:,~ ~n'n::.(•lf, 1n-o-• .,. ~ , "-' .., J l 

po~cd d 1lr taking a. ~lH1rt cut by tLe 
tn-0uutnin, \\ hid1 , .. l:id bri11g us 

C 
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near one of the rui necl castles, for­

n1erly supposed to be the haunt of 
rob Lem, but wh icb we bad searched 

a few days before without discover­
ing any sign of them. It was grO\,V­

i.ng dark as we drevv near the place; 
but we had no fears, so vve laughed 
an<l sung and told comical stories by 
way of passing the time, until we 
can1e just under the castle-wall, "vhen 
a loud whistle sudden1y drew our 
attention, and vYe sa,Y a man close to 
us, who immediately ran aYray, ancl 

at the same ti1ne we heard the sound 
of a great 1nan y footsteps and voic<..:-; 
under the arch which \Ve vvcre c1p­
pro<1ching. ,v e bad not on our uni­
form!-, and n1y companion said to n1e 
softly, '· Say yon are not a soldier.'' 
"~o, 'I'om," Eai<l I, "I \Yill never 
tell a lie." I bad f:carcely spoken 
the.,e words ,vh • 1 we were seized by 

., 
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51X 111en, who tied our han<ls behind 
u~, an<l hurried us into the castle, 

where one man held a din1 lanthoru, 

while the others examined us, and I 

assure you we were in a sad fright. 
".L\.re you a soldier?" was the first 
question. I said yes ; my comrade 

said no. After caking our· Lt~ndles 

containing all our nwrning's pur­

chases, and searching our pockets 

,vhere they found scarcely any thing, 
for which th~y gave us some hearty 

curses, they blindfolded and led us 

fonv:.inl fur a fe·w minutes without 

speakiug; then a voice said " stairs," 

and we immediately descended. I 

counted fifty steps, before I found 
rnyself on level ground again: aur_l 

,., e h~H.l not walked nrnny n1innte.s 

before the sa111e voice cried "up­

~:airs," and we nwuntecl about hren­

ty stt>ps. I then heard a door open, 
(.; 2 
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an<l was dragged forward for a 1110-

111ent. The same voice said again 
"stay there," and the door dosed. 

I-fer€ l)aniel told us, that, as it 
,~·as a long story, he shoukl finish it 
another time, "for my little lads," 
sai<l he, " you are young, an<l I am 
old : you ought to run about and 
take exercise, and I ought to rest 
ff,yself." It was impossible to n1ur­

n1ur at any thing the good niau de­
sired, but I believe 110 tn eh·e little 
boys ever ,..-ent to play s0 mnrill­
ingly. llov, ever we consoled our­
selves ,Yith the certainty of heari11g 
tltc rest at our next \'i~it , and ran 
awav to the oak tree, ,vllich \Hls a ., 

vc ry fh.1~ {Jne, ancl had a ~eat round 
it where vve usu all v consnltpd what ' ~ 

T'. should be our mn usement. tllS 

aftpn_,,.,011 it was detenl!iuet1 to play 
at ·' hunt the hare," and I "·as chosc.n 
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" hare," but I wa so taken up v.-i, h 

the thoughts of Daniel's stm y, that 

I ran 1nucb slower than usn:1 l, and 

was soon caught, and all nigllt I 

dreatnt of the 1·obbers' castle. 

I • 
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CILA.PTER rv·. 

-,.:r . . 
.l ou may 1ma0'1ne how we lono·ed 0 b 

for the next holiday, whid1 fortu-
nately happened on Thursd3.y, and 
how delighted \Ye were on \Vednesday Ii 
evening, when, as lVe were passing 
by, Daniel looked out of his window, 

/ . 
and said, " I hope you have not for-
got rne and my comrade in the rob­
hers' castle.'' " 0 no, no," cried we 
all; "and,'' added the old man," I bave 
as fine a basket of apples as you have 
ever seen." Ile tl1en shut his ,vin­
dow, and we ran to our Jifierent 
homes. 

'The next n1orning at the usual 
hour we assembled, l)anicl shar~d 
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his app1es, and then sat down in bis 

\\ icl:er ehair) with his dog at one 

side, and his cat at the other, whilst 

'"·e stcoll in a sort of semi-circle be­
fore hi1n. 

I left off, sai<l he, when the door 
,vas hut, ancl the unfortu11.ate cnp­
tives left, with their eyes blindfolde(l, 

and their hands tied behind their 

backs. As soon as I thought cur 

conductor was gone, I called out, 

"Are you there, Tmn ?" "Are, 
that I am," said he, " but for Goe.l's 

sake do not speak to n1e." "vVhy 
not l' said T. " A.sk me to-n1orrow 
if \Ye are alive," replied Tom, "and 
I will ans\-ver you, but now I will i1ot 
speak anotl1cr \\'Ord." I attern pted 

two or tb ree ti mes to 1nake bi tn talk, 

but all to no purpose; and he after­
\'i·a r<ls told n1e it was becaw~e he 

feared son1e of them might be listen-
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in£!, and hear me sav sometbino-...., • t) 

which should prove him to be a sol-
dier. Thus we ren1ained about half 
an hour, as Yi.-e11 as I could guess the 
time in such an uncomfortable situ .. 
ation, scnrcely e' I ecting to escape 
\Yith our lives, for the men we had 
~een were most , ... ic~eC: -looking fel­
lows. At length the door opened, 
anc1 the same voice which we had 
heard before, said the captain had 
sent for us. This person then led us 
out, throubh seve·al passages, down 
ieveral fligLts of stairs, up others, 
and then down again, till at length 
we can1e 1nto a place., where I judged 
by the so,1nds that a number of peo­
rle were carou~i,.1g. A difl~rent 
\"OJce from any I Ji, d y· t heard, a: ked 
me, who I H',-1S_, why I had ras'.--t.:tl 
that \\ ay, what rcg-i t1 :r•:rt I l1f.:tun~·etl 
to, n:,d uwuy ot!llr :'lic-... tions of 1.b:tt • ~ .L 
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sort; to all which I answered with 
perfect truth, for I well remembered 
n1y good father's instructions; and 
it was lucky for n1e on this occasion. 
After they had finished exa1nining 
n1e, they put the same questions to 
rny comrade, who began by telling a 
falsehood very boldly, but soon be­
trayed himself~ and at length got so 
puzzled that he knew not what to 
answer. I was then asked vv hether 
he was n1y companion, whether he 
had gone out for the same purposes, 
and whether he had been ·with me 
all day, to which I replied ivith the 
same trutl as before. ,v e were ne. ·t 
led to a distant part of the room, 
and ordered to sit do\vn. I heard a 
nu1nber of i 1 11p1e spe;:,.king in a low 
voice, a 1cl see1n1ng to cF·pute, but 
I coutd not distingm~h what they 
.said., and I own I was very much 

C 5 



~·rightencd. I-Im;vcver in a few rrri­
nutes a per:.:on led me fonvard, and 
th · voice I had last heard, said again, 
'' fn tn o hon rs you shall be set at 
liberty. and, if you will pro1nise nevet· 
to betray any person you see here, you 
m::.y get a good supper before you 
go." I mf'..de the promise ,,ery chear­
fully, for 1 supposed people who talked 
in this way coul<l have no thoughts 
of murdering; anJ in a n101nent the 
bandage \Vas taken from rny eyes and 
111y hands set at liberty. 'l'hen in­
deed I was astoni~hed at \\ hat I 8aw. 
In the 1niddle of a Yaulted room, 
fron1 the top of "' hich hung a large 
lamp ,vith a great nrnny lights, 'Was 

a long table, covered lvith all sorts of 
good things; and round it sat no less 
than thirty men, ,,,ith the 1,yives of 
five of them, and I afterwards dis­
covered that it was to these won1en I 
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owe<l my good supper. rfhey helped 
me plentifully to their best food, 

filled me a large glass of \vine, and 

invited 111e to join in their n1erri­

n1ent; but I looked round for poor 

1'om in vain, and I could not en­

j0y any thing, untill I knew what 
,vas bec01ne of him. At last they 

perceived how uneasy I ,vas, and 

guessing the cause, the captain (who 

~at at the head of the table, and had 

(iHestioried us the last tin1e) S,!id; 
" Your friend is safe, and shall go 

away with you in two hours, but we 

are afrai<l to trust him, because he 

tells lies. We are not, to be sure, 

very part1cular about that matter our­

selves, but we have confidence in 

people who tell truth, and we think. 

you will be likely to keep a promise, 

so we are willing to humour the wo­

n1en, whv wi~hed you . to sup ,vith , 
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u:;." ,rhen I heanl my comrade ·was 
s~!fe, I ate my supper very heartily, 
~ nd was treated ·with great civility by 
al!, though the greater number and 
even the females had a savage ap­
JJearance. They were very n1crry, 
talked a vast deal of their exploits 
and the escapes they had had, and 
I found they were much too cunl'liug 
for us, ancl had often been near us 
when \YC least imagined. One rnan 
rccollectc<l me, as being the person 
1-Yho ha<l cliscoverc-d the bottle of rum 
in the large cave, vd1ere it appeared 
that three or four of then1 had betn 
hid during our search. I also learned 
that they immediately knew us to be 
soldiers by 1neans of this 1nan who 
recognized n1e, that their idea was 
that we belonged to a lar~e party 
'"ho were comi11g to atbck the,n, 
and had been sent fonvarc1 as spies, 
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and that if I had not told who \Ye 

were and where we had been in the 

honest manner I <lid, they wou1d have 

put us both to death i1nmediate1 y : 

but they discovered by n1y answers 

that our passing that way was a 1nere 

accident, an<l knew we could do them 

no harm. I found by their talk, 

that many of the1n were smugglers, 

and that a small number had in­

habited those 1nountains, many years 

before they became a terror to the 

neighbourhood. 'fhey <lid exactly 

as they had engaged; in two hours 

they brought my companion to me 

sti11 blindfolded and tied; they put a 

handkerchief over rnv eves an d after 
~ . 

again leading us ur f'ta irs, and do'vvn 

stairs, and tliro~6h several long 

passages, where we heard iron bars 

and bolts in ahr:n(!aa~e. they set us 

at liberty just outsiJe the arch 

I 
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through which we bad entered, giv­
ing us a pass-word in case of 1neeting 
with any of their comrades. ,vhen 
1 told my adventures to poor Tom, 
who had sat in the dark with his 
hands tied all- the time, he swore lie 
lvould never tell a lie again \vhile he 
lived, and· certainly he never after 
laughed at me for telling truth. 
Next day, some troops were sent to 
search tbe old castle) and we were of 
the party. but no one was to be 
found, an<l it appeared to me that 
·l }t 1 . l tlle vau .. s, s.:a1rcases anc passages -
\-vere much smaller and fewer thJn 
the night before; indeed I Jrncl since 
~n opportunity of hearing that they 
led us tound and round, and up and 
do\.vn, on purpose to nrnke it more 
difficult for us to find our way anot!1er­
time, and as to the large roo1n where 
l had supped, we were not able to , 
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nrn.ke it out. In a very short ti1ne 

the robbers found that this was no 

country for thern to live in, and one 

of the s111l)<ro-lers betra}~ino- the1n 
t°'b t, 

some were taken and the rest di-

spcrs2d. I shall tell you some other 

ti1ne how I n1et with one of then1 

ten years after, "ho was not at all 

glad to see 111e ; but you may be sure 

I did not betray him, and he sho\.ved 

how n1uch oblige<l to n1e he was by 

do~ng me a great service. As to poor 

rfo.:1 (for I know you wi11 like to 

1icar what beca1ne of him), his head 

was taken off bv a cannon-ball in-., 

Germany son1e years after. I should 

not forget to tell you, that the reason 

the robbers detained us two hours, 

was that we might not give the alanu 

too soon. 
Daniel now dismissed us, and we 

-ran away to our oak as usual, ,vhere 
4 
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we talked over the story before we 
went to play, and agreed that it was 
a very foolish and cowardly thing 
ever to tell a falsehood, and that it 
was lucky for our old friend that he 
ba<l been early taught to tell truth. 

' I 
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CI-I.APTER V. 

THE BOG-TROTIER. 

0~ the following Sunday we met as 
usual, and received our accusto1ned 
entertainment. The apples being 
distributed, the old man took his 
~eat, with his constant companions, 
•tl'l1$ty and Puss, and we gathered 
round , hi1n. After considering for 
son1e tin1e, and looking much graver 
than usual, he began as follovvs: 

rfhere is nothing I like better than 
to see children friendly to each other, 
ana 1nany an act of friend ~hip is re­
paiJ when least expectt d. An-10ug 
the \':wious pbc..:s th:1t I ha·:~ In cd 
in <lurin~ tbe early p:.rt {,f 11\Y li ~e., I 
,, ns once about a twelYet1, <., nih in u 
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little village in the north of Ireland, 
\\hich I always think of with plea­
sure. 1,he inhabi{ants were indus­
trious, sin1?le) and c~ntented, and I 
had the good fortune to be a favou­
rite with s01ne of the best of them, 
with vvhon1 I spent 1nany happy days. 
It does rne good even now, when I 
recollect our 1nerry meetings, and the 
pretty dress of the peasants, who 
were all engaged in the linen busi­
ness. Of a su1nn1er's evening, when 
their work was over, yuu might sec 
the n1en in their white jackets and 
-trowsers, looking so clean, with their 
bright buckles, and large scissars 
hung round their necks by a \vhite 
tape, or perhaps a ribbon the gift of 
a sweetheart; an 1 the girls in tlwir 
white gowns and c]oaks, with gay 
ribbons in their caps ; o.nd th2y used 
to dance so 1nerrily-it almost makes. 
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1;1e young again to talk of those 

days. But to return to my story~ 

among the many friends I had in 

that 11ei6hbourhood, ·was a weaver, 

who had a large fmnily, nnd ,, as 

happy in having very good children; 

but one in particular, his on1y s0~1, 

was the favourite of every one wbo 

knew him. 'fhe ladies au<l gentle­

men who lived near, used t'J take a 

great deal of notice of him, and more 

than one wished to take him and 

educate him entirely \vithout any ex­

pence to his fan1ily; but his father 

could not bear to part with him, nor 

would he have lil·ed to ]eave his pa­

rents, One circum tar.ce I must not 

forget, because I am sure you ,vi!l 

th:nk it n ·ry comical. '\Ylicn be 

was but three ycurs of age, a rich old 

hd_v (\·.ho I suppose w:1s a little 1nad), 

oi1er~,1 to take him nud breed him up , 
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in a ·way 1nuch above what his father 
could affor<l; an<l certainly her offer 
was very tempting; b,u.t she insisted 
that he should wear petticoats till he 
was thirteen, and this put a stop to. 
the plan entirely, for his father could 
not endure the idea of h~lving the boy 
laughed at by ail bis acquaintance. As 
be grew n p, he was 1no~e an<l n1ore 
1iked ► His schoolmaster love<l hin1 
for his docility in learning) and his 
school-fellows for his good nature,. 
whilst his modesty and obliging 
manners end2ared him to all the 
neighbour~. Before he was eleven 
years old he possessed quite a pretty 
library, that had been given him by 
different ladies and gentlemen ; ancl 
often the bettermost. sort of farmers. 
would come of an evening to b01To\, 
some of \Villian1's nice books. lVhen 
he was about hvelve years of age, it; 
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liappened that his father had occa4' 

sion to go to a great fair at the next 

nrnrket-town, to whid1 the shortest 

·way was across a hog, which was a 

very dangerous place at n~ght, and 

the scene of many acc1dents ·: for it 
·was of a prodigious extent, and full 

-of holes which a person who n1istook 

the way Yras liable to fall into. Often • 
lrnve I joined parties, tfoat have g-one 

out in dark nights and ba-d weather., 

to shnw lights to travellers wlio had 

·gont! a:~tray tliere, and dreadful sights 

I have ::-een. "\Villiain·s father crossed 

the bog of a morning in fi1-!e "veather; 
but the next day, instead of return­

ing early as he intended, he was de­
tall1ed by a neighbour, who prorni s{ad 

to accompany and aflerwan.L: disap­

pointeu him-, till it grew duski ::-h; 
"till, as he knew the s!wrtest ,, .;y 
over the bo-~, and had frequently 
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gone the r.arne road, he liad no <lcubt 
of re:1ching ho1l1e before it was quite 
dark . After havi:1g taken a second 
glass of\\ hiskey punch to raise his ~pi­
rit::, he set off \Yith all speed, and had 
got past the 1nidtlle of the bog Yery 
Ktfely, v\"hen a \'iolent storn1 caine on 
srn.!denly : the ""ind bkiv, the rain 
beat, and no .:=lwlter i...-as to be had. 
Willian1's father kne\·1· the d~rn~c•rous 
ground he trod, and atl vance<l very 
slo\vly, in Lopes of not losin~ his 
\Y~y. 'flie storm however increased, 
the poor n1an's cloaths \"Vere ,Yet 
through, and eYery step he took he 
found himseif in greater difficulty. 
lVbat to do he knew not: the cold 
rain htid cl1il1cd him to tbe heart; he 
bi. d no h, ires of being able to reach 
11 is bome t~lt.t night; an<1 though be 
continu2d advancit1g, jt was with the 
utmost caution and terrcr. ,.Ille 
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bright fl.ashes of 1i6htening at first 
serv2d to sho·.v birn the dangerous 

spots ; b·1t vrhen those ceased, he 
had no longer any d1rPction. At 

length quite weary with cold, hun­
ger, and fright) he sat down on the 
wet ground, shivering fron1 head to 

foot, and almo"'t certain that if he 
reniaine<l there till morning it ,vould 

be the death of him> :1.s he had latelv ., 

been subject to bad fevers. By this 
tin1e the roaring of the stonn had 

sonie\rhat abated, and the poor man 
thought lie heard some one calling at 
a great distance. He supposed it might 

be so1ne traveller as unlucky as him­

self~ an<l thought, if he was at home, 
the traveller should not want assist­
ance. Again he heard the sound, and 
louder than before·, then ruakinO' an 

D 

dfort to raise himself, he distinguished 
a gli1nmering light far off: this gave 
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hitn hope, and he watched it for a 
long time. Sometimes it appeared 
I 1 one place; sometimes in another: 
f.t length he saw it approach, and 
resolving to endeavour to make hin1-

self heard, he \'\'as just going to hallo, 
\\ hen he heard his name distinctly 
called. Immediately he answered, 
but the \rin<l blowing towards him, 
hacl little hope of being heard : how­
ever he took corffage, an<l proceeded 
cautiously to that part \Yhere he saw 
the ligl1t. Again and agnin he heard 
his on-n narn ' ctJled, and at length 
was at)lc to convince the person \Yi10 

huu come in search of hi111 that lie 
vrns near. V,T t1en he reach eel the man 
;rho had t'lken all thi~ trouLle, he "·as 
very much surprizcd to find, that in­
st!:::,. ~ of being one of his friend:-, it 
v;a~ a person whom h e <1;,1 not recol­
lect eyer to ha\ -C secu Lh.:forc. 1'he 
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~nan, however, expressed great joy 
at having found him, refused the 
reward he promised hin1, ancl after 
n1aking hin1 take share of a drain 
he had brought in his pocket, ac­
con1panied hin1 on his way ho1ne. 
William's father, son1ewhat revived 
by the cordial, and the hope of soon 
being by his co1nfortable fireside, be­
gan to chat to the stranger as they 
were going along, and askecl hi111 
,vhat had induced him to take so 1nucll 
trouble about a person who \Yas no­
thing to hi111 ; to which the other 
replied, that to be sure he was a 
good man, and would be a great loss 
to his family, but however that \Vas 

not his reason for corning out to look 
for him: but, said he, "The fa.ct is., 
that I have an only child at the school 
that your boy goes to. The poor fel­
low was always a well-disposed., good ... 

D 
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natured child, but 50 dull at his book, 
that I was ob1igc:d to take him away 
fro1n two schools, because the mas­
ters said they could not teach bin4, 
and the boys did nothing but laugh 
at lum. At last God Almighty put 
it into n1y head to send hi1n to the 
school where your son is, and there 
as usual the ma~ters found hin1 stu­
pi<l, an<l the boys began to 1nake 
garne of him, when your good lad 
tnok hi1n in hand, and by teaching 
him a little at play-time and other 
lPisure-hours, brought on the poor 
child so 111uch, that he now learns as 
well as the con1mon run of boys, and 
escapes being brow-beat as he used 
to be, which often made 1ny heart 
and his n1othel'"s ache. Your son 
~hall have my blessing as long as I 
li\·e, and I would go to the end of 
the world to save any one belonging 
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to him. So when I heard people talk 
of your being expected to cro~s the 
bog to-night, and found it growing 
late and bad weather, I resolved to 
come and look for you, and .though 
every one said you would never think 
of coming till to-1norrow, I knew I 
could not rest in my bed while there 
,vas any chance of Wil1ian1's father 
being in want of help. And thank 
God I did go, to bring you home to 
hin1 safe and sound." You may 
imagine, 1ny little friends, how proud 
,Yilliam's father was, and how happy 
\Villiain himself wa~, at rneeting with 
such a re\vard -for his good nature to 
his school-fellow. I-fad he joined in 
making game of the poor child, it 
is probable his father might have 
perished in the bog. Go now, chil. 
dren, said old Daniel, with n1ore 
f;everity in his countenance than I 

D 2 
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had ever before observed, and enJea-
' votJT to take example by young \Vil-

liarn, whose goodness of heart pro­
cured a friend for his father in ti1ne 

' of need. 
We went off to our oak-tree with 

less a1acrity than usual, and looking 
very sheepish ; for however we \Vere 

t\mused by this story, \Ye felt that it 
,Yas intended as a reproof to us, and 
saw very clearly that our old friend 
had been informed of a circu1nstance 
that had caused great displeasure to 
our school-master. lt was this; two 
little boys vvho ha<l con1e to school 
after me were very dull; indeed it 
was scarcely possible to teach either 
of then1 ; and we used to laugh at 
them, an<l call the1n 11iaster AB C, 
ancl the TVisernen, &c. which sadly 
discouraged the poor children. 1Ttis 
story ho,, ever had the desired effect, 

\ 

I 
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we left off making ;ame of them ; and 
to show yt'fu how little is to bejudgecl 
fro1n the beginnings of childn~n, ihe 
elder of these bc:rvs made a \Yonder-.; 

ful proJrcss in uritl11nctic, un<l be .. 
came a rich merchant; and the 
younger raised a fortune at the bar ; 
whilst I who used to ridicule their 

' dullness was no better than a com­
mon soldier. 



CHAPTER ,,,I. 
THE FORTUNATE REPROOF'. 

ON the next holiday we approache<l 

the house of our old friend with 

n1ore tin1idity than usual ( all except 

the poor boys whom we had used so 

ill), and reco11ecting the severity of 

his looks the last time ,ve saw him, 

l'rere very much afraid of finding an 

appearance of displeasure still re­

maining in his countenance; but we 

were soon relieved from these appre­

hensions, aucl made very happy, by 

seeing him look as kind as ever, and 

appear particularly glad to see us. 

He brought out a large basket of fine 

p1 urns, and after sharing them very 

Jiberally among us, said, I have 

always a good opinion of children. 

,Yho mend their conduct on a slight 

reproof. I had last night the pleasure 
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of a visit fr01n n1y worthy friend your 
school-master, and he has given me 
a very satisfactory account of you. 
1'alking of the benefit of slight re­
proofs rerninds 1ne of a story I heard 
vYhen I ·was in ·France, ·which I know 
to be ti1ue, as it was told to me by a 
near relation of the parties concerned. 

A VEH:Y respectable man in a learned 
pTofe3sion had a son, to Vt'hom he 
wished to give the best education 
possible, and whose character he had 
studied with the utmost attention 
fron1 his earliest years, nourishing 
with care his numerous good qualities, 
cultivating bis talents, and gently 

• correcting the faults which usually 
accompany genius and sensibility. 
At the age of fifteen this youth had 
made an uncommon progress in his 
studies, and his father, who intended 
him for his own profession, flattered 
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hirns~If that his own celebrity would 
he augmented Ly that of bis son. 
T'he young' man attended bis collePc.:: 

~ C 1 0 

re:~·ularly- en:?rv <la,~, but al \.vavs re-'-" .. . ., 
turned at night to the house of bis 
father, where he used to sup with the 
family., and enliven that social hour by 
the acuteness of his remarks and the 
brilliancy of his wit. Gaming was the 
predominant vice of the town where 
he lived, and it happened that in the 
way to the college was a bi1liard-table, 
which proved very attractive to many 
young people of that neighbourhood. 
Several tin1es in passing by Louis 
had cast a wishful eye at this place 
of mnusement; he felt a great Jesire 
to join in the diversion, but he re­
collected the particular aversion his 
father had to all sorts of gaming, 
and pursued his way : but the oftener 
he passed, the strouger became' his. 
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·wishes to join the party, and at length 

in an unlucky hour he was tempted 

to forget his father's precepts and his 

own good resolutions. This occurred 

at a n1ost critical time ; for a public 

exa1nination was to take place very 

soon, and all the young lads who had 

any hopes of being distinguished were 

studying with particular attention : 
Louis was among this number; and 

the opinion entertained of his talents 

by his tutor and parents was such, 

that they expected the highest ho­

nours wouid fall to his lot on this 
interesting occasion. Unfortunately 

it vvas at this 1non1ent that he was 

seized with the spirit of gan1ing, and 

instead of devoting his days to his 

. tudies, he spent half his time in 

the billiard-room. IIis tutor \Vas-

1nuch surprised at his negligence, 

and began to fear he had lost tha.t 
D 5 
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ambition which had hitherto urged 
him to n1ake such progress. At 
length, three days before the e~ami­
nation was to take place, a friend of 
his father's, passing by, perceived the 
unworthy manner in which the in ... 
genious youth was occupied, and 
after remonstrating first in gentle and 
then in severe terms, at last went so 
far as to threaten to inform his father 
of his conduct. This roused the in .. 
dignation of Louis; and treating his 
threats with the utmost contempt, he 
continued his pursuit with such ar­
dour, that after losing all his money, 
he was stripped of his watch, shoe-­
buckles, and knee-buckles. He then 
returned hon1e very much ashamed 
of himself, recollecting how just had 
been the reproofs of his father's friend, 
and still hoping that he should be 
able to conceal his misconduct from 
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that father whom he so highly reve­
renced.. As it was later than usual 
when he reached his house, he flat­
tered himself that he n1ight escape 
to his room without being observed, 
and either. find some excuse for not 
appearing at supper, or contrive by 
_proper arrangements to conceal his 
losses.. H,owever, unluckily his fa­
ther was- standing at the door wheu­
he arrived, and asked where he had 
been so late, to which he made s0111e 
sort 0f muttering reply, and· wrap­
ping his coat round. him endeavoured 
to pass up to his room ; but his father· 
stopped, him ; and after asking several 
questions about his- !;tudies,. which 
extremely embmTassed hi1n, . as he· 
had not been at his - college that 
whole <lay, told hi1n supper had been 
~ome time on the table, and desired 
l1im to join the party who had aL-
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ready sat down. Afte1' making se,;c ... 
ral excuses) and saying he had no 
appetite (n·bich was perfectly true), 
he succeeded in escaping to his room, 
lrhere after locking his door, he threw 
himself on the bed a prey to the 
1nost mela1~choly reflections . He 
thought of the folly of his conduct, 
of the time he had misspent, and the 
probability of'his losing the e.·pectecl 
pre1niurns; which would be a still 
greater rnortification to his parents 
than to himse1f. fie siucet<:ly re­
p2nt2d of wh~,'!: he h?,d done, an'l 
r~solvcd tb, t he \Vould wo:i( day an<l 
ni rht, to ende~ivotir to g~in those 
honom·s which he had scarce] ya hope 
of attaininr.;, as the exrtmirn tion wrs .... 

to take piace in two days: Lo·.vevc · 
lie got up at the first dawn of niorn-

1 . l 1 • l l 1ng, anc cont1in1c( at rns l00!-:S 
(scarcely a'lowing h1msc\' a 1,10mcut 
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to eat his breakfast) 1intil the hour 
for going to college, ~vhen he has­

tened to his tutor's aparhnents, taking 

care to turn his head the other way 

as he passed the fatal billiard-room. 

He attempttd to n1ake son1e awkward 
excuse for his absence, but his 1naster 

,lid not appear curious on the subject, 

and he pursued his studies all day 
with the greatest diligence. Being 
conscious of having done every thing 

in his power to make amends for 

his 1nisconduct, he returned hon1e 

in n1uch better spirits than the 
night before, but by no 1neans as 
cheerful as usual; for he was op-- ,, 

pressed by the fear of his worthy 
father's discovering how ill h~ had 

behaYed, and also by the dread of 
being disgraced at the examination: 

for Lonis was an ambitious youth, 
and ,vould have considered it a di~-
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grace to have failed of meriting those 
distinctions, which a knowledge of 
fais talents had led his friends and 
teachers to expect. As seon as sup­
per was over, he hastened to his roo1n, 
intending to sit up· at his studies as 
long as he could keep his eyes open ; 
but on approaching his table, ho\~ 
~-as he astonished to see his-watch, 
his buckles, antl. a pu1,se, containing 
~t least as muc::h as he had lost in his 
visits to the billiard r.oom ! You 1nay 
imagine what his feelings must have 
been. on this occasion. He was too 
rriuch. shamed and 0vercmne by thi3 
new instance of paternal kindness 
~which at the same time he felt as 
the strongest reproof), to mention 
the matter. to his f-ather. His heart 
felt so truly grateful, that he had no 
words to express his thanks, and the .r 

delicary of both parties was. such; 
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that they never spoke on the subject 
after; but Louis was for ev.er cured 

of his propensity to gaming, a vice 
to which his ardent temper and the 
exa1nple of his associates would have 

rendered him particularly liable. I 
should not forget to tell you that the 
youth's exertions were er.owned with 
success ; he carried off all the first 
prizes, and: fulfilled the most san­

guine expectations of bjs friends. 

This story produced a- different 
- effect from some of the former: three 
or four of the boys thought it was the 
prettiest they had ever heard, and 
,v.ished to hear a gr.eat deal more 
about Louis and. his father, but the 
remainder did. not think it half so 
entertaining as some of Daniel's for!"' 

1ner stories. I thought i~ very pretty, 
but to tell you the truth I liked the 

story of the robbers' castle muohbetter. 
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THE next Sunday turned out \:"ery 
wet, and we were obliged to give up 
all hopes of our customary am use­
ment. 'The rain would not allow of 
our assembling at Daniel's door, and 
his house was not large enough to 
contain half our number \-vith con­
venience. This was a sad disappoint­
n1ent; but our old friend took c&re to 
tell us fron1 his window, as ,ve pa$sed 
by on NlonJay morning, that he 
should try to recollect one of his best 
stories for the next time; and luckily 
we had a half holiday to look fonvard 
to in the course of the week. The· 
day proved reniarkabl y fine, and_ we 
n1et rather earlier than usual. D a-
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uiel and all his companions appeared 

particularly glad to see us: 1'rusty 

wagged his tail, puss p;ured, the 

starling fluttered in his cage, and old 

deaf Susan, with u sinile, produced 

a large supply of cakes and apples, 

which were divided in plentiful por­

tions. 

Well, n1y boys, said Daniel, I am 

happy that we have got a fine day 

again, and I have been considering 

\Yhat story I should tell you this 

evening. I pron1ised you an account 

of n1y 1neeting, ten years afterwards, 

one of the men I had seen in the rob­

bers' castle, an<l I do not recollect at 

this moment any story vl'hich I think 

could an1use you better. 

You have often heard n1e say that 

I have travelled a great deal, and that I 

have been in 1nanv diflerent situations 
•' 

in the conr e of my long lif:e. I was 



66 FATHER GIACOMO. 

once servant to a gen~leman, to whorn 
I \Vas very much attac:h~J. IIe had 
been my officer: I had fought by his 
si<le, an<l once had the happiness of 
saving his life. God rest his soul: it 
is to his bounty I o,,·e my present 
cmnforta-ble support. He was as ge­
nerous a man, and as brave an officer; 
as ever gave the word of command. 

\Vhen the war was over, he re .. 
solved to travel, in hopes of diverting 
his- attention from some family mis­
fortune, and offered to take me, rathe1, 
as a companion, than a domestic. I 
was glad to go with him any where; 
so we set out together, and rnany a 
long mile we travelled~ an~ many a 
strange adventure we had in our 
Journeys. 

One day, as we were passing 
through a little village in Italy, the 
l~rriage broke down ; and as the peo-



FATHER GIACOMO. 67 

ple of that place work slowly, we 
lvere obliged to wait three days before 
it could be sufficiently repaired to 
convey us to the next great town. 
IIowever as the accident happened irr 
a romantic pa1°t of the col'Intry, and 
the weather was tolerably fine, my 
n1aster (who had, no particular object 
to hurry him)' di<l not murmur at 
the delay, and we passed our time 
very agreeably in wandering about 
the neighbouring mountains. 

On the third day, as we were en­
tering the inn, a Franciscan friar was 
coming out, and 1net me so directly, 
that I could not help looking him fuU 

in the face, as he-did 1ne at the same 
moment. \Ve both staPted} and he 
turned as pale as ashes. I was asto­
nished to discover in hin1 one of those 

who1n I had particularly noticed in 
the robber.s' castle: his was not a 



I I 

~8 v l•'ATHER GIACO~IO. 

countenance to be easily forgotten. 
H~ had a long face, a sallow com­
plexion, large aquiline Lose, and small 
C) es as black as j et; h1s heavy bfock 
brows a1 rnodt touch~d his eye-li<ls, 
and n1et over his nose; he was be­
sides under-jawed, and had the mark 
of a large cut on his right cheek, 
which was a fresh wound when I first 
saw him. Notwi th -tanding the great 
alteration in his dress, l instantly re­
cognised him, and was surprised to 
find by his countenance and manner, 
that he also recollected me immedi­
ately. He let fall an empty basket 
which he carried on his arm, and as 
he stooped to take it up, took an op­
portuni ty of pressing my foot jn a 
very significant 1nanner, and I ui1der­
stoocl his 1neaning. My master, ·who. 
had observed me start, askea,me, wben 
the 1nonk had passed, what \vas t he 

., 
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cause, which I n1erely said, was the 
n1eeting this strange-looking man so 
suddenly ; for I ren1e1nbered the pro-
1nise I had n1ade so n1any years be­
fore, and savr it w.1s of consequence 
that I should keep it. J\I y master 
appeared to be ahnost as 1nuch struck 
with the uncomn1011 appearance of 
the man as I was ; and when the ser­
vant of the inn brought up dinner, 
asked s01ne questions about the monk 
he had 111et below stairs. She replied, 
that he was a very holy 111an who had 
1nade 1nany pilgrin1ages; that he fre­
quently came to this village, to col­
lect alms fer his co nvent which was 
at s01ne distance, and to dispose of 
the produce of his garden ; that he 
was a foreigner, she did not know 
exactly fro1n what country ; and had 
come a great 1nany hundred 1niles 
from his native place to settle in Italy. 
When I went down stairs, I asked 
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.several other questions about this 
man, and was informed, that father 

Giacomo was quite a saint, that he 

had converted many sinners fro1n 

their evil ways by his preaching, and 

that he had lately paid the greatest 

attention to two murderers who had 

been executed in that neighbourhood, 

had voluntarily assisted them day and 

night to the last moment, and had 

allowed no other spiritual aid to be 

called in. Every mouth was open iu 
his praise, and s01ne of the simple 

vjllagern even \-Vent so far as to think 

there-Yras something holy in his looks. 
In the .evening, as w.e were waiting 

for the carriage v\·hich had been pro-
1nised to us hourly since the morning, 

I was ast n ishecl to see father Gia­
como enter our apartment. I-le apo­

logized politely for his intrusion, and 
~aid he came for the purpose of col­

lecting 1noney to he paid for certain 
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pTayers, customary to be said in that 
,district at this season, and hoped ,,ve 

\vould be so kind as to contribute. 

l\,Jy 1naster, who always conforn1ed 

himself to the usages of the country 
lvhere he was, i1nmediately gave hi1n 
a s1nall piece of n1oney, .and I did 
the same: he thanked us, .and re­

tired, but when he had reached the 

door, turned back, and looking at 1ne, 

said in English, "People are often re­
warded for their fidelity ·when they 
least expect it." Ile spoke this in 
such a foreign .accent, that I believe 
n1y master did not think he perfectly 

understood the words n1a<le use of, 

and just as he was beginning to make 
s01ne remarks on the singularity of 
the mouk speaking our language, the 
person who had repait·e<l the carriage 
ca1ne to he paid. 1"'he ddays we had 
n1et with, an<l the weather having 
become unfavourable for our ,-rulk., 

., ,. 



'[2 FATHER GIAC0:'.\10. 

I 

1nade us yery. impatient to depart ; 
and though we had heard much of 
banditti vvhich infested this part 'of 
the country, and ·were strongly ad­
vised by the inn-keeper to wait till 
next 111orning, my 111aster was deter-
1nined to set out irn1nediately. 
An1ongst the crmvd that surrounded · 
the inn-doqr as ,ye ·were getting into 
the carriage, I observed father Gia­
con10, and lo~ked back to salute him; 
but he seemed to be engaged in con­
versation, and took no notice of us. 

'"fhe n1orning had been wet; but 
in the afte/noon the <lay had cleared, 
and a short ti me after ,, e left the vil­
lage, the sun set in a n1ost brilliant 
1nanner. '"fhe road which winded 
an1ong the rocks ·was bad, and we 
\\ent very s:ow, but whilst we had 
light to distinguish the surrounding 
scenery, onr Journey was very agree­
able. At length it grew duskish, . 

' 
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and whilst we were as~ending a very 
long hill, n1y master (as was his cus­
to1n) fell into a profound sleep, in one 
corner of the chaise, whilst I coin­
posed myself in the other, and thought 
cf all I had seen of my past ad ven­
tures; the dangers I had been in ; the 
hardships I had suffered; and, in 
short, all those things that are so 
agreeable to reflect on, ·when one is 
sitting at one's ease in a comfortable 
c_arriage, or by a snug fire-side. It 
was almost <lark, when we entered a 
·woo<l whose shade 1nade the hour 
appear eve:"! later than it was, and I 
felt my reverie very 111 uch interrupted 
by th.e irregular uiaf'!ner in wn : .r1 the 
postillion drove, at one time so slow 
that I thouglit every instant he was go­
ing to stop, and in a 1ninute after gal­
lopping on, as if he \Vas n ming away 
from smne one. Still my rnaster con"' 
tiuued to sleep sound, and I was Yery 

F. 
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glad he was not disturbed: but at 
length, just as we came to a turn in 
the road, a nun1ber of men rusherl 
from an1o'ng the trees, and stopped 
the carriage. I at first thought of 
having recourse to our pistols, but 
im1nediately recollected how very 
foolish, and to how little purpose it 
would be to attempt opposing so ma­
ny; and I had scarcely tin1e to wake 
1ny master, and tell him what had 
happened, when both doors were 
opened, and vve were dragged out of 
the carriage. 1'vvo of the men went 
on each side of the postillion, threat­
ening hin1 with their daggers, whilst 
he obeyed their co1nn1an<ls in turn­
ing off the road into an opening of 
the wood, and ·we Yrere obliged to 
follow "ith sirni1ar attendants. Re­
sistance waJ vain, our opponents ,vere 
numerous, and our postillion ap­
peared to be quite panic-struck. ,v e 
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walked on very slowly for a few mi­
nutes, indeed it was so dark that we 
could scarcely see our way ; but this 
did not prevent my ob8erving a cross 
placed on one side of our path) which 
1narked the place where a 1nur<ler had 
been con11nitted, and you may ju<l;e 
whether I shuddered at the sight of 
such an object at such a moment. 
The ban<litti soon ordered the driver 
to stop, and taking the horses frorn 
the carriage, very deliberately set 
about taking off our trunks, and ran­
sacking the inside of the cliaise. 

An<l now, 111y little friends, said old 
Daniel, as ,ve have left tbe1n so bu­
sily einployed, you 1nay go and play; 
for you know that I am not a very 
young fello,v, and cannot talk a long 
time lvithout being tired. ,v e wers 
forced to submit, for the old man had 
an imposing manner which admitted 
of no re1nonstrance; but our curio~ity 

E 2 
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was so great, that I arn afraid we 
should not have considered our good 
friend's fatigue, could we have found 
any 1neans to induce h1n1 to continue. 
I-lowever there was no ren1edy, and 
,ve ran off to our usual sports. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

FATHER GIACOMO CONCLUDED. 

I BELIEVE it is scarcely necessary for 
1ne to tell you with what impatience 
we expected the next ho1iday, nor 
with what satisfaction ·we saw the 
sun rise bright and beautiful on that 
morning. I can answer for myself, 
that I was much more in1patient for 
the conclusion of this wonderful story, 
than forDaniel'sgood things; however 
I had no ohjcction to the feast of fine 
plumbs and apples that our old friend 
had prepared, but was very 3hd v.-hen 
he continued his story as foilmvs. 

WHEN the robbers had con1pletely 
removed every thing out of the-chaise, 
they divided our luggage an1ongst 
four of the party, and advanced into 
the wood, leading us on in the same 
n1anner as before. I should not for-
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get to mention, that they fastened 
the horses to a tree, and left the1n 

with the carriage. ,v e had not pro­

ceeded far, "vhen we came to a small 
building, the forn1 of which it was too 

dark to distinguish. One of the 
banditti pulled a bell at the gate, 
\Yhich was opened in a fe,v 1ninutes 

by a venerable looking man in the 
dress of a hermit, whose beard ,vas 

almost as long and white as mine is 

now. I never was n1ore surprized, 
than \Yhen he gave his blessing to 
these ruffians, an<l received them as 

friends, but I soon found out what a 

sad old rogue he was. As soon as 
,\'e liad entered the building, lie 

('losed the gate, and locked it care­

fully, then led the way into a large 
ruorn, ,y!Jere there \Vas a long table 
and benches; and putting do\vn his 
lamp, he gave a key to one of the 
bandit.ti, and pointeJ to a door at the 
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far end of the chamher: this 1nan, 
who was a ferocious looh:ing fellow, 
beckoned to us in a sort of authori­
tative manner, and leJ the \Yay to 
the door, which he opened; my 
uiaster, the postillion and I follo\ved; 
he made a sign to us to go in, and 
then shut the door, perfect silence 
being preserved by all parties \Vhile 
this arrangement was rnaking. As 
soon as the door was closed, the party 
in the outer roorn began to talk very 
earnestly; and seemed to be <lis­
puti ng about the proper place for de­
positing the booty: in the 1nean time 
we remained in dreadful suspence, 
the postillion assuring us that we had 
no chance of escaping with our lives, 
and in all the intervals of his prayers, 
\vhich he repeated from time to time 
with great fervency, relating some of 

the horrid anecdotes of this wood, 
which bad been long notorious for 
similar adventures. 
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At last the door opened, and the 
hermit. entered accompanied by four 
1nen, armed with those sharp daggers 
called in Italv stilcuos. I do not 

,I 

think I ever beheld four such ~avage 
looking creatures; and you may ima­
gine how ,ve felt when one of the1n 
desired us to confess our sins to the 
hermit, who was ready to prepare us 
for death, as ·we were to die imme­
diately. ,.fhe unfortunate postillion 
instantly accepted the offer, and re­
tiring to a corner of the room with 
the old villain, began to speak very 
earnestly in a low tone of voice. In 
the mean time the four murderers 
stood gazing at us, as if they were 
impatient to begin their cruel work. 
A single lamp, burning before a pic­
ture of the Vi1·gin, threw sufficient 
light on tile surrounding objects to 
show us all the horror of our situ­
ation, which the energetic \Yhi pers 
of the man who was preparing to 
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tlie with us, rendered still n1ore 
awful. 

In this terrific 1noment a loud ring­
ing and violent knocking at the out­
ward gate was heard ; the handitti 
started, and the hern1it, leaving his pe­
nitenton his knees, hurried with then1 

1, out of the cha1nber, not omitting 
however to lock the door on us. ~fhis 
respite inspired us with hope; and 
my master and I, arguing that any 
change in our situation must Le 
for the better, endeavoured, but in 
vain, to encourage our unfortunate 
co1npanion, who seemed not to have 
the slightest expectation of saving 
his life. After some time we heard 
a great bustle and a num her of voices 
in the next roo1n; in a few n1inutes 
the door opened, and father Gia­
como rn~t our astoni1'hed looks. I-le 
irnmediat ,,ly turned to me, and aid, 
" Had you betrayed n1e, I should 

E5 
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have left you to your fate; you have 
been faithful, and I come to reward 
you." He then b-rought us into the 
outer-room, where we found nobodv ., 

but the wicked old hermit, who 
looked very much humbled and dis­
appointed. Our protector made us 
all sit down, and by his order the 
old hypocrite produced a bottle of 
excellent wine, which we partook of 
without ceremony, and then father 
Giacomo after calling for a lanthor.n 
led the way out oft his dreadful place, 
directing us to follow him, which 
you may be sure we did with the 
greatest alacrity. He led us out by 
a different way from that we had 
con1e, into the road, and there to our 
great surprize we found our baggage 
replaced on the carriage, the horses 
put to, and all ready for our depar­
ture. After lighting the lamps at 
father Giacomo's lanthorn, we bade 
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hi1n farewell, with a thousand ex­
pressions of gratitude ; and just as we 
were setting off, he said to n1e, " Let 
this be a warning to you always to 
act honourably." In truth had I not 
done so, it is 1nost probable \Ve should 
all have perished ; for tliis was a 
dreadful gang, aud ha<l committed 
various atrocities. How father Gia­
co1no had acquired so n1uch power 
over then1 I know not; but it did not 
la ~t long after this, for in conse­
quence of some act of violence to 
some great person in that country, 
the Sbirri or police-men were sent 
after them; and on our returning the 
same way six n10nths after, we were 
told that seven and t\Yenty of the 
gang had been taken, and that two 
or three priests who had been dis­
covered to be connect~<l with them, 
had been sent to their respective con­
vents, to be punished by their supe­
riors. I also heard it lamented tl.at 
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the good father Giacrnno had left off 
• • • 1 

v1s1t1ng tr1at to\Yn, but no one seemed 

to have the slightest suspicion of the 
cause. 

That night ,,,e 'ravelled ~bout tn·o 

hours, <luring w.hich I amused my 
master, whose curiositv had been ., 

greatly raised by the monk's m3 steri­
ous speeche~, \-vitb an account of rny 
adventures in the robbers' cave and 
castle, and a great many circumstances 
relative to them which I now for6et. 

He praised my conduct very n1uch, 
and said he was happy to travel ,,,,·ith 

a man of honour. 
Old Daniel asked us a few questions 

concerning our opinion of this story, 
and I remember particularly ,-vell 
that he was 1nuch pleased with my 
answers, and said he hoped I sho 11l<l 
be a soldier. He then dismissed us 

as usual to play on the green~ and 
sat looking at our sports. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE LITTLE PEDLAR. 

TnE week after this, a circun1stance 

occurred in the village, which gave 

rise to much conversation amongst 

all classes of the inhabitants,' and 

even came to be discussed in our lit­

tle circle of boys. A young man w110. 

had left the town eight years before 

Yrith ouly two gumeas in the world, 

returned to settle at his native place 

·with a large sun1 of money, and was 

looking out for a farm to buy, saying 

he coul<l afford to lay out six or seven 

h 1J1,dre<l poun<ls in the purchase. As 

he i.vas of a reserved disposition, and 

d :d not take the trouble of telling his 

h1:tory to any one, the curiosity of 

all the neighbourhood was raised to a 

great height, and a thousand con-

4 
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jectures were immediately afloat. 
S0111e imagined he n1u:,t have got his 
riches by a great prize in the lottery; 
others ,vere sure he liad found a bid­
den treasure; but the greater number 
(I am sorry to say) were inclined to 
belie,·e he had not come honestly· by 
his money. At length the little boys 
began to talk the matter over, and as 
the greater number of us were de­
stined to earn a livelihood by our in­
dustry, it was really H:•ry interesting 
to know, tlmt 'fom I-Iammon<l had 
left home n·ith two guineas, an<l at 
the end of eight years h1d returned 
ivith more tlian seven hunJred. I 
believe no set ot little boys ever talked 
so rn uch of such an affair before: \Ve 
differed in opinion, an<l had great 
dispute:, rc:lative to "vhat sun1 might 
be necessary for beginning to make a 
fortune; some thought one guinea 
n1i6ht be sufficient, others two, and 
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others thought five would be I ittle 

enough. At length we determined 

to refer the 1natter to our old friend, 

whom we all considered as the wisest 

n1an in the world. 

On the next Sunday, the mon1ent 

we saw him, we all began to ask his 

opinion, but in such haste and with 

so 111 uch confusion, that he ordered 

us, with an air of authority which 

he coul<l well assu1ne, but which we 

seld01n saw, to let one speak for all, 
and beckoning to me, enquired what 

this great aHair was. I told hi lll I 

wanted to know how long he thought 

it ought to take a man, to make seven 

hundred guineas from two. I-le had 

ahea<ly heard all that \ivas said of 'I'01n 

lL1n1mond, and was not so much as­

toni hcd at his success a. his 1nore 

ignorant neighbours. In reply to my 

q:.estion, he sa1<.l, that he had .. een 

too n1u(;h of tile world to be sur-
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prized at our townsman's good for­
tune, and that it ,Yas impossible to 
tel] what might b~ done by great di­
ligence and industry, or to judge 
what any particular person was capa­
ble of; for that what was quite out 
of the power of one man, n1ight be 
effected by another: to shew you, 
my cbildrc!1, added he, how these 
things are done, I \.vi 11 tell you a 

story of a little boy "" hon1 I liappened 
to know. '"fhis also ,vas in the north 
of Ireland. 

liarry Alillar was the son ofa poor 
man who kept a little shop in a vil­
lage where I was once quartered. 
Unfort~n&tely his father"' as idle and 
drunken to the gTeat<.:st de,;ree · but 

...., ' 
his :mtnher \-Vas one of the best wo-
men in the world: the most quiet, 
patient, indn:..,trious per~~on I ever m-et 
w j th She had received a very go0d 

· education for a person in her station, 
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that is to say, she could read, write, 

and cast accounts, better than any of 

her nei;;hbour!:-, and in fact it \"vas 

she v:ho touk care of the "hop. She 

used to sit all day behind the count­

er, with a b1.1ndle of old cloaths by 

her side, which she would n1end 

at every 1eisure-1noment, while her 

good-for-nothi!,J husband was spend­

ing his money at the ale-house; when 

he Wl-iS enquired for, she never told 

where he was unless it was abso­

lutely necessary, and though there 

,vas eve1 y rPa8on to su 1 pose that 

when he :{>.turned drunk ancl out of 

humour, he use<l to beat the poor 

woman, she was never known to cmn­

plai n. She never talked to any one 

of her O\Yn affairs, and never encou-. 

raged ar:y gossipping acquaintance. 

Her greatest wish was to give little 

1-Iarry (Who \\-as h er only child) a 

good education ; for of tlus she knew 
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that no one could deprive him, and 
she had too 1nuch reason to fear, that 
his father, especially if she should 
die fir-t, \Yotlld :;oou make away with 
any money she might be able to save. 
}'ortunately there was a very good, 
cbeap school within an hundreJ yards 
of her house, and here she sent 
IIarry every day, notwithstandi11g 
the mur111urs of his drunken father, 
who said he did not see any use in 
the boy bein~ as learned as the pari~h­
clerk. 1-Ie did not however iuterfere 
while he was aole to pass his ti me 
with his iule companions ; and liis 
poor wife's whole anxiety was directed 
to little H~1ny. Ile was a fine sn1art 
boy, and made a l'apid vrogress at 
school; and his mother, n·bo had 
found in relig;on the greatest conso­
lation of her life, took pains to m:J~e 
her son as pious as herself. Sbe 
tunght him his prayers and cateehi:s111_. 
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and used to read passages out of the 

Bible to him of a Sunday evenini. 

She explained to him the fo11y and 

"' ickedness of telling falsehoods, 

shewed him by her own example the 

· benefit of being honest, and taught 

him to depend on the protection of 

lleaven in all difficulties and dangers. 

Littlel-Iarry profited by all these good 

instructions ; and at eleven years of 

age was the greatest comfort possible 

to his poo1· rnother, whose health 

had become very ba<l. He coul<l not 

love his father, whorn he seldom saw, 

and then generally drunk ; but he 

was taught to behave to hirn with 

respect and kindness, and to do every 

thine; he could to serve hi 111. 

vVhen Harry was about twelve 

)~ears old, his tnother who had long 

been in a declining way, died after 

keeping her bed only two days; and 

in less than a week after, his father 
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was carried off by an epidemic fever, 
½hicb swept a,vay nu111bers of the 
inhabitants of that place. Poor 
llarry was also very near dying, but J 

at length he recovered, and as soon 
as he \Vas able, set_ about enquiring 
"'hat remained to support hi111 after 
his father's goods, which had been 
Eeized by the creditors, were sold. 
,vhen every one was pai<l, and all the 
dehts atteudant on their illness dis­
charged, there remainedfor l-Iarryonly 
.sixteen-/Jence; however he was not dis­
hearh ·1 ed, anc' re o ved to begin the 
,vorld \, ith this sum, "hopingwith the 
help of God be should do very well." 
He had made such good use of the few 
years be was at school, that he could 
write and cypher better than 1nany 
twice his age; and so, determining to 
keep an exact account of all hi~ gains, 
he resoh 2d to traftlc with his fortune 
of si:rteen-pe11cc. For this purpose 
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he walked to the next great to,,·n, 

and laid out his 1noney in tobacco, 

which he sold in small quantities, 

with so n1uch profit, that he doubled 

his capital in a short time ; he then 

laid in,. a larger stock, and sold it in 

the same way; and as he never tried 

to impose on any one, and sold at the 

sa1ne price "vhether his custon1ers 

were drunk or sober, he soon made a 

character for hin1self at th~ villages 

. he was accustomed to frequent. Dur­

ing this ti1ne he had board and lodg­

ing at the house of a relation, who 

·was scarcely able to give him even 

that assistance; but he looked forward 

to supporting himself entirely, and 

therefore was very diligent in his bu­

siness. As his profits increa~e<l, he 

added a quantity of ballads to his 

other merchandize, and by what he 

gain ,d a~ t1.v0 or three, great fairs, was 

at length enabled to lay in a stock of 
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knives, scissars, pencils, and such 
things as hardware pedlars usua11y 
carry; taking care at th(> same time 
always to have a good supply of to­
bacco, which he had found a most 
I ucrati ve article of trade. He then 
ventured to travel to so1ne distance, 
and in about a year after, I saw him 
at a town 1nore than two hundred 
miles fro1n his native place. Although 
he then possessed in 1noney and 
goods near four guineas, he had met 
with some misfortunes, \\ hicli he 
said ha<l kept him down in the world. 
I asked hin1 what sort of mi for­
tunes, and he gave n1e an account of 
the1n. 

The fir t happened about t\yo 
months after he haJ left home, and 
\Yas indeed a very alanni ng accident. 
As he \Yas going to a gentleman's 
house) where he had before sold 
some of hi ~ hard\vare, and had beeu 
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desired to return, he was met in the 

avenue by a dog running Yery fast, 

which hit his leg as he passed by. 
The wound \Yas trifling, and he con­

tinued his ,yay; but when he got to 

the hall-door, he found all the ser­

vants in great consternation, on ac­

count of a mad dog ,vhich had just bit 

seYeral animals about the house, and 

every one asked hin1 if he had n1et it. 

lle said he had 1net a dog a few n1i­

nntes before, which had bit him, and 

shewed where bis leg \Yas bleeding. 

1'he alarm ,ras irnn1cdiately spread 

th rough the house, and a surgeo1i 

who happened to be tl1ere on a Yisit, 

cut out the piece of flPsh, and seared 

it \-Vith a hot iron: this the poor boy 

~aid was a very painful thing, but it 

was a better than to go niad, and bite 

people, and die a n1i serable death. 

1'he master and n1istre, s of this 

house were very good to hi111 ; they 
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kept him there till he "vas quite re­

covered!' and gave hi1n half-a-crown 

when he was going away. 
'£he other misfortune he seemed 

to think more vexatious, and besides 

it had nrnde hi1n wicked he said, 

which Lhe 1nacl dog's bite had not. 

At a little inn, in the suburbs of a 
great city, where he had gone to 
purchase s01ne articles of trade, he 

had in1prudently shown his purse 

containing ReVPnteen shillings, - all 

the cash he had 'in the ·world, and 

while he was asleep some person had 
taken it out of his pocket. This put 

him i11to a violent pa~sion, and he 
cursed and swore for the first time in 

his life (for h1 s Foor mother had often 

cautio'1e<l hin, against this wicked 

practice), and het!-tily wished he 
could see 1 h~ th1ef hanged. Ilow­
evcr aa 'his WL.~ ali ;o no purpose ; 

all enquiries \\'ere iu va.111 ; and he 
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w-as obliged to set off without it, 
thanking God however that his little 
1nerchandise had not been taken 
also. 

This was a very extraordinary boy. 
:By his answers to questions I put to 
him, I found that he kept a regular 
account of every halfpenny that he 
spent or received, and wrote it down 
every night before he went to bed, 
that he never by any accident neg­
lected to say his prayers night and 
n10rning, that he washed himself, 
and combed his hair every <lay, and 
never failed to ha,·e a clean shirt to 
go to cburch in of a Sunday. I 
heard of hi1n once, about a twelve-
1110nth after, that he vYas going on 
very well, ha<l got a good deal of 
1noney, and ha,l e,·ery rea~on to ex­
pect that h 0 111ight niake his fortune 
in a few year .. 

You see, my young friends, by tbis 
F 
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story,what may be done witbdiligence 

and industry, and I have knm.vn se­

veral instances of the same scrt, 

though none equal to this, "d1ich is 

,vonclerful on account of the child's 

age, and the very snrnll sun1 of 

n1oney. You 1nay suppose there­

fore that it is i111poss1ble for me to tell 

exactly the sum nec?ssary for a man 

to rnal~e his fo1 ~ -1ne, or how 1nany 

years two g·:: n~as would take to grow 

into seven hundred: but to me it 

doc3. not appcRr so very strange for 

1'om I-L ... rnmoud to have made seven 

hundred pounds in eight years, an<l 

I think it more probable that he has 

acquire(! this prr,perty by diligence, 

than by any of the extraordinary 

n1eans his neighbours are wiiling to 

suppose. 
Here our old friend dismis~ed us, 

and we ran away to our oak-tre" as 

usual, full of admiration for little 
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Harry Millar, and not near so much 
inclined as before, to listen to what 
the talkative neighbours said of 'f om 
Ham1nond. 
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Cl-IAPTER X. 

,- T'TE l\IA!\-HATER. 

OuR next Sunday's entertainment 

was interrupted by torrents of rain, 

and we were this time a \-Yhole fort­

night vvithout bearing one of our old 

friend's stories. l assure you n-e con­

sidered it quite as a 1nisfortune, espe• 

cially as the time was approaching, 

when we could no longer hope for 

this sort of out-a-door am usei11ent: 

for Daniel ha<l been in the habit of 

telling stories in this manner for se­

veral years, but ah ·ays left off some 

time in the 1nouth of October v. hich .. . 

we had no\v ntered. 

The Suud c1y after turned out ,ery 

dry, and though there ,:ras a white 

fr01:.t i1~ the rnor11111g, yet at the 

hour '" e usua1!y a:,sembled 1t wa by 
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no mca ns cold. ()ur good friend 
appeared parti<'ularly glad to see us, 
and so did all his companions : 
1'rusty \Yagged his tail, Puss purred, 
the starling flapped his wings, and 
old deaf Susan, srniling, brought out 
a basket of very nice cakes, in addi­
tion to the customary treat of frnit. 

\¥ ell, my lads, said Daniel, here 
is another fine Sunday for us, and I 
Lave had time to recollect, and chusc 
among· my stories one that I hope 
will please you all. I know you like 
to hear of foreign countries, and so 
I have been thinking of my adven­
tures abroad, 

' I WAS once travelling with my clear 
t~ .master in Germany about this time 
·, of the year. 1'he weather was fine, 

_ but very cold, and the roads e~­
trernely bud; we got on slowly, and 
having been accustomed to the qniek 
travelling in England aud rranct, 

I 

L 

I 
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were n1ade very impatient by the 
continual and causeless delays that 

now prolonged our journey. In con­

sequence of this vve used frequently 

to travel very late, and as there were 

no highway-robbers in that part of 

the country, we suffered no app:c­
hensions except from the badness of 

the roads. One evening about seven 

o'clock we arrived at a little post­

house by the road-side, where,. had 
we eveu wished to remain, there were 

no- accomn1odations. A.fter waiting 

some time, and receiving repeated 

assurances that the horses were almost 

ready, from postillions who were sit­

ting very much at their ease, with long 

pipes in their mouths, and pots of 

beer on the table before them, ,ve 

determined to stay no longer. This 
you will not he surprised at, when I 

tell you that the little room, in which 

}Vere a dozen people smoaking, was 
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• ..'.rnos1 as hot as an oven, and proba­
hly had not been allowed to receive 
the fresh air for the last month. We 
therefore resoive<l to walk on before, 
ai.1d let the carriage follow \ivhen the 

postillions ha<l finished their pipes 
and beer ; so taking our pistols, and 
locking the doors of the chaise, we 
sallied forth to enjoy the pure air, 
which, cold as it was, we thought far 
preferable to the poisonous atmo­
sphere of the room we had left. 1'he 
night was light, and the road direct: 
we walked on very fast, till we got 
into a wood where four roads 1net. 
We knew not which to take; it was 
much too cold to wait there for the 
arrival of the carriage, and we were 
neither of us inclined to turn back. 
We therefore determined to take the 
broadest way, but after follo"ving it 
for about ten minutes, found that it 
terminated in three narrow paths. 
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.. As I have already said, we ":ere 
neither of us of a disposition to re­

cede; so on we went, taking ho\vever 

that path \vhich seemed most likely 

to lead towards a broader road. It \Vas 

growing very dark, and so cold, that 

though we vrere well wrapped up, we 

almost wished ourselves in the little 

post-house again. In son1e places 

tlie shade of the trees was so thick, 

that we could not see our way, which 

obliged us to walk slowly; and I own 

to you I had some fears of our meet­

ing with wild boars, the only danger 

we ha<l any i<lea of in that country. 

At length, in one place, where it was 

so dark that I was obliged to feel my 
way with my hands, to my utter 

astonishment I felt one of then1 

caught by another hand, and at the 

same mon1ent a hollow voice spoke 

son1e words in German, which I dicl 
not understand: I answered in 
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French, and the person who h8Id· my 
hand enquired fiercely in that lan­
guage; Who I was, what purpose had 
brought me to the wood, and why I 
wandered there at that late hour? By 
this tin1e my master caine up, and 
speaking the language more fluently 
than I did, address -2d himself to the 
stranger; who on hearing his ac­
count, offered to lead us by a shorter 
way into the right road : " But," said 
he, " you had better first rest and 
·warm yourselves in 111y habitation, 
which is very uear, and \<vhere no 
pipe is ever s1noaked." l\1y master 
im1ne<liately agreed to this proposal, 
which I "'·as very glad of, for I 
wanted to see the end of this strange 
adventure. It was too dark to di­
~tingui :- h the person who conducted 
us, but we followed him by his voice, 
through a path so narrbvv, that we 
passed on with difficulty. 

F 5 
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In a few minutes however, we arrived 

at a 1 ittle plain; "And now," said he> 

" as vre are so far fron1 the road, I will 

light my lamp, and ,ye shall proceed 

faster." He then set fire to a few 

dry sticks by means of a flint, and 

as he was arranging the ]ight in his 

lanthorn, 1 had an oppoitunity of 

observing his singular appearance. 

He wore a strange dress, somewhat 

resembling that of a monk, but dif­

ferent from any order I had ever seen: 

a long black robe covered him frorn 

head to foot) and was tied -~ound the­

waist with a cord ; on his head \Vas 

a large fur-cap, by his side a sabre, 

~nd in his bosom I perce1 ved a pistol. 

His countenance was as uncon1mon 

as his dress; and I was snfficiently 

alarmed when I beheld the person 

we were following with such c0nfi­

dence in that lone~mme .!Jlace, to in­

duce 1ne to take one of the pistoJ.s 
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out of 111y pocket, and (taking ca.re 
to speak in French) request my 1n·as­

ter to carry it for me, as I found the 

weight of so many inconvenient. 

"0 !" said our companion, "you had 
no occasion for arrns; there are seldo1n 
any intruders in this forest, and if 

there were, look here!" pointing to 
his sabre, the pi~tol in hjs breast, and 

a dagger \Yhich he drew fron1 under 
his robe. I-Ie then quickened his pace: 

we followed, full of curiosity, and soon 
reached a little ordinary looking hut, 
the door of which he unlocked. 

rfhe inside had the usual ap­

pearance of a hermit's abode: a 

little couch, covered with a mat, at 
one side; an altar with a small image 

of the Virgin, and a 1mnp bur~ing 
before it, on the other; a chair, a. 
table, and a few shelves,-composed. 
the furniture. I was sorry to see no 
uppeantnce of fire, and to find the 
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stranger's habitation very cold; hut 
in a mo1nent he unlocked a door op­
posite to that by which we had 
entered, and we found ourselves in a 

comfortable, la:ge room, which felt 
quite wanp. It was, like its owner,. 

quite different fro1n an_y: thing I had 
ever 5een before. The walls were 
covered with hangings of a sort of 
thick cloth, and the tiled floor with 

no less than three carpets one over 
the other. From the arched roof 
hung a lamp, with a nu1nber of 
branches, which were soon lighted, 

and made the roorn appear quite 
chearful. A large fire-place, ,-rith 
wood ready laid, immediately sup­
plied us with a comfortable blaze, 
which was doubly agreeable, as we 
had not seen such a thing siuce we 
had been in Germany. I observed 
ventilators in different parts of the 
white-washed ceiling, and almost 
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wondered how the place could be 

so ivann. In this strange abode, 

,vhich proved to be a sort of cave, 

I remarked books, globes, musical 

instnnnents, and in short every thing 

that I had been accuston1ecl to see in 

1nore civilized situations ; but the 

most conspicuous object was a table 

covered "rith heaps of written papers. 

After our conductor ha<l made us sit 

clown by his cheerful fire-side, and 

offered us refreshn1ents which we de­

clined, he enquired, where we were 

going, and whether we intended re­

turning that way, saying how glad he 

should be to see us again, since fate 

\tad b!ought.us acquainted ; but in­

treated mot6 ~~rnestly that we would 

not direct any one to his hermitage.) 

"for though," said he, " I have by a 

strange accident met with you, and I 

do not regret it, yet I hate mankind t" 

and he spoke the last words with a 
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strong emphasis, his countenance 
growing n1ore gloomy as he uttered 
them. For a few 1ninutes he was 
silent ; at length my master asked of 
wh~t order he was) to which he re­
plied with a fierce, wild look, "rfhe 
order of despair." I shuddered ; and 
he observing me, said, " Be under 

• '"T no uneas1ness, young man. .1. ou are 
not in the co1npany of a wretd1 
loaded with crimes ; my faults ha-re 

beer'l merely faults of omission, but 
oh! they have led to such conse­
quences . . . . I am in truth the 
victim of dilatoriness. I always de­
fei,. 2d till to-morrow what ought to 
be done to-day. 1,he cn1e] effects of 
rny unfortunate dispos'iti~'11. gave too 
violent a hlow to 1n y 1nind. I have 
known the horrors of insanity, and 
folt the bardsl11ps inflicted on such a 
::::;tate. I was two years in confine-., 

rnent. As soon as I found n1yself at 
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liberty,. I left the scene of my misfor­

tunes, and sought a country I had ne­

ver ~een before. Sou1e circumstances, 

not ,-ror~h mentioning, induced me 

to fix on this cave for my abode. 

Here I Jive unmolested. I have a 

friend in the town ,vhere you are 

going, who supplies me with what I 

want. My fits of 1nelancholy offend 

nobody, and however I may be at 

times a burthen to rnyse1f, I am not 

so to any one else. I have books and 

writing implements in abundance; 

I often sooth my disturbed spirit with 

n1usic, and I wander about this forest 

(which fortunately is supposed by the 

country people to be haunted) at all 

hours in freedom." 

He then rose up, and telling us we 

had not seen all his dwelling, opened 

another dcor, into a small bed-room, 

fitted up in as strange and comfortable 

a style a.s the other; he told us, th-:it 
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the arrangement of this singulanl rvell­
ing had diverted his rnelancLo]y, 
and that he bad become at~ached to 
it, fron1 its being his orvn <;ru~tion, 
and difi~rent from e~-ery other he had 
seen. l\Iy rnaste1 enquired 1f he \Vas 
a native of France (h1l the conver­
sation having pa:'"ed in French) ; 
"a Frenchn~an the prey of despair!" 
said he, " no, no ~ I was born of En­
gl i h parents 1n Italy." l-Ic then 
went to the tabie, and, taking up a 
n1anu~cript, addetl, " and I ::un now 
employed in wnting an account of 
n1y life, as a warning to persons of my 
disposition. If you should return 
here when it is finisiied, you shall 
take it away with you, but if not, 
leave me your address, that it may 
be sent to you , for to you I commit 
the duty of publishing, what may be a 
benefit to those per:.,;on-=, ~ho are in­
clined to put off every thing till t0-
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morrow ."-~1 y 1naster was charmed 

at the ofieT, and wrote do\vn his ad­

dress i1nmediately. v\7' e then thought 

it time to depart, and our new ac­

quaintance led us by a short way into 

the road, just as our postillion, who 

,vas slowly approaching, began to 

amuse himself with blowing bis horn. 

Our extraordinary guide retired with­

out waiting for our thanks; and we pur­

sued our way, talking over our strange 

adventure, and resolving never to 

be dilatory. I am sure you will be 

anxious to know whether n1y master 

ever received the promised history, 

which be did in about six months 

after, and a very 1nelancholy one it 

was. 
Ile re Daniel paused, and I ventured 

to ask, whether he would not, sornc 

time or other, tell us the story of this 

extraordinary man.· " 1'hat I v1 i11, 

' ,, lllV DOV . ' said he. " though I nru 
' · 
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sure you are not one of tho:::e ,,. !w 
want such a lesson ;" and lie looked 
at one of my school-fellows ,vho was 
oldet than me, and who blm,bed ex­
t.-en1ely. \Ve saw plai111y from this 
and many other circumstances, _tLat 
our old friend ,vas well acquainted 
with every thing that concerned us, 
and we were at no loss to discover 
how he procured his information, as 
we knew that our school-master· fre­
quently took a glass of ale at the cot­
tage of an evening, after we had all 
gone hon1e. 
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ClIAPTER XL 

THE PASSING OF THE PYRENEAN 

:MOUNTAINS. 

'J'HE next \Vednesday was a haif­

holiday, an<l the weather being fa­

vourable, we assembled at old Daniel's 

door, but were delayed to rather a 

later hour than usual, by an accident 

which happened on the way. One 

of the little b9ys, who was very im­

patient to arrive before the rest, that 

he n1ight have Trusty all to himself 

for a few n1inutes, would cross a ditch 

(though repeatedly warned of what 

n1ust be the consequence) by way of 

a short cut, and fell in ; but as he vvas. 

a good-natured fellow, we were aU 

ready to assist hirn; so we helped 

him to scrape the n1ud off his stock­

ings and trowsen,, and then pursued 

our way. Daniel, on seeing hi1n in · 
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th is conditi(m, i m med iate1y enquired 
the c,u!se of his disaster, and un be­
ing told that it \'n1s because he Yroulcl 
not take the advice of those who 
knew the place better than he did, 
blamed him extremely, and said, I 
·will tell you what a dangerous situ­
ation I once brought myself into, by 
acting just as you have done. ,.Then, 
having distributed the apples as usual, 
he spoke as follows. 

ABOUT fifty-five years ago I spent 
some ti1ne at a little town in the 
south of }..,ranee, at the foot of the 
Pyrenees, which you know are the 
high n1ountains that separate l~rance 
from Spain, and here I became ac- ' 
quainted with some very agreeable 
young. men, "ho \Vere natives of 
that place. As I could speak the 
language tolerably, I enjoyed the 
pleasure of their society ver_r rnudi, 
and joineJ i:1 a1I tlicir dnncing and 
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gaiety. I think they were the 111er­

riest peoJ)le I ever knew ; and I 

should have been quite happy an1ong 

them, but that 111y dear 111aster had 

not perfectly recovered his strength 

after a tedious ague, which had at­

tacked lii111 the autumn before, and 

which p!·evented his exploring the 

mountains as be had intended. 

One of the young men i.n whose ac­

quaintance I found so 111uch satisfac­

tion, had a brother, v,1bo, in conse­

quence of being accused of having kill­

ed a 111an in a duel (a sad custo1n then 

too connnon in that country), had been 

ob! iged to ab~cond~and remain conceal. 

ed, until the atfair (in which he had not 

been to blame) could be clea1·e<l up. 

Ile had only crossed a 1nountain. into 

the Spanish territory, vvhere lie vnts 

perfectly safe, and used frequently to 

steal back to bis fan1il y, especially on 
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·occasion of any festivity. He wns 
generally accompanied to the French 
side by some of his Spanish friends, 
and some of his countrymen used to 
escort them back, under pretence of 
hotanizing, or searching for minerals 
among the mountains; so that, not­
withstanding the risks he ran in these 
excursions, they afforded n1uch plea­
sure to him and hisyoungcompanions. 

I had been some n1onths in that 
country before I met the young n1an 
who had absconded, but I had become 
very intin1ate with his brother, \Yho 
\vas one of my greatest favourites, 
and was acquainted with all the se .. 
crets of the family. At length the 
<lay of his feast approached (that is 
the saint's day whose name he bore), 
and on the eve at midnight he arrived, 
with three young Spaniards \Vho came 
to join 1n the festivities. It n-as a 
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n1ost joyful meeting ; all his sisters 

had little presents prPpared for him, 

and all his friends, who were in­

trusted \Vith the secret of his being 

at hmne, brought hi111 boxes of com­

fits, or some trifle of tl1at sort to 

show their good-will, according to the 

custon1 of the country. I-Ie remained 

three days) during which there was 

continual feasting and gaiety ; and I 

really believe the pleasure of the dan­

cing, 1nusic, and festi,·ity, \.Yas height­

ened by the slight rnixture of danger 

that attended his. visit. \Vhen all 

this was over, and the hour of his 

departure approached, a party du.er-

1nined to accompany hi1n ha1f-~,, ay 

over the 1 10nntain, and I insistecl on 

being one of themr l\1y master re­

monstrated and advised that I shoul<l 

not attempt it, as he knew I was not 

a good mountain -walke , and was be­

sides out of practice just at that tim-e. 
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Several of the natives of the place 

n1entioned, that we should have a 

large tract of ground to pass over, 

w11ere there was no habitation, and 

which was lately become dangerous 

on account of the snow, v,1hich drove 

the wild beasts fron1 the higher moun­

tains: they represented that what 

n1ight be an easy matter to persons 

accustomed to such expeditions,wou1d 

be very perilous for n1e, and recom­

mended strenuously that I slwu]d re­

linquish n1y design; but I was, lih:e 

n1y young friend here, resolved to go 

n1y o·wn \-vay. 

We set off about six o'clock in the 

evening, the vreather very fine, but 

very cold : our party consisted of the 

young 1nan and his three Spanish 

friends, his brother, another French­

man and myself. Those \Yho were 

to cross the 111ountain entirely were 

well armed, but we ·who intended to 

j .. 
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go but half-way, carried only long 
poles, besides our baskets, with the 
things necessary to give an appear­
ance of botan izing to our excursion 
in case of n1eeting with any of the 
patroles, which at that tin1e, on so1ne 
political account (I forget what), were 
stationed on many parts of the 1noun­
tains. It ·was not considered safe for 
the fugitive to risk being recognized 
by any of these, and therefore we 
took a round to avoid them. ,,r c had not proceeded very far up 
ihe hill, when I, who was not habi­
tuated to this s01 t of exercise, began 
to grow tired, and my companions 
were obliged to slacken their pace on 
that account ; and at length I became 
... o weak, and they so cold, that ,, e 
knew not ,vhat to do. Just at that 
1110111ent we perceived the glistening 
of arms at a distance, and firn.liug 
that it was impossible to avoid u1c<:'t-

G 
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ing the patrole, we resol vcd to go 

Loklly fon,vard to the guard-house, 

and ask permission to warm and rest 

ourselves. One of our party, who 

bad 1norc presence of n1i11d than the 

rest, advanced first, and representing 

to the soldiers that \Ye \Yere poor fel­

lows "-'ho had been botanizing, and 

had lost our \Yay, obtained permission 

for us to sit down a few ruinutes by 

their fire, which \Ya<s indeed a most 

cheerful spectacle at such a time. 

llowever ,ve had scarcel v beffm1 to 
' 

J t, 

feel the warmth of the b1aze, when ,ve 

\\·ere chillec.l with terror, by one of tl1e 

soi(liers enquiring if we had 1uet auy 

travellers in our way, for that they hac.l 

re·•~ived intelli()'ence, that the younir 
b o 

man ,vho had kill"c.l the Clien1lier 

de B. ·was certainly to come fron1 the 

Spanish side about that time, and that 

the Chevalier's relation · bad prorni:u1 

n handsome rewar<l, to the nw.n v.-110 
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should seize his 1nurderer. One of 

them then banded a l\Titten descrip­

tion of tbe young n1an to his brother, 

\Yho pretended to read it attentively, 

for the purpose of placing hin1self 

bchveen the lamp and the subject of 

tbe paper; I took out n1y herbal, and 

pointed out some particular lH=rbs to 

the soldier next 1ne, telling him how 

difficult I had found it to procure 

the111, and \\ hat dangers I hacl run in 

the search, ,1\·hilst one of' the Spa­

niards attracted the attention of the 

rest, by taking a bottle of strong ,vine 

out of his pocket) and dividing it with 

them. 1-Iis example was soon fol­

lowed by others of the party, an,d the 

soldiers never thought of examinir,g 

our poor friend, who sat ,-..rrappcd in 

his cloakclose to the fire,and appeared 

colder than any of us. After rest­

ing there about a quarter of an hour.; 

"e took leave of the soldiers, one of 

G 2 

I 
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whom called after us to say, that he 

hoped if we 111 et such a person as 

we had read the description of, ,-ve 

would find some 1neans to send hin1 

to their guard-house. The young nian 

himself answered, " Oh, yes, you 

n1ay depend on us ;" and ,ve pursued 

our way, very glad to have escaped 

this danger so well. We then con­

tinued slowly ascending the mountain, 

till we reached an extensive plain 

·where I was able to walk as fast as the 

rest, so that we soon arrived at the 

Pxtrernity of it, and here we parted 

,, ith the Spaniards and their French 

companion. \Ve then endeavoured 

to make our way back as quick as pos­

~i ble, but unfortunately, before we 

ha<l got half-way, a violent shower of 

s1~ow came on, ,vhich entirely con­

cealed all surrounding objects fron1 

our view, and prevented our bc.1 ing 

.thle to distinguish our road. In this 
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dilemma, we resolved to seek the 

shelter of a shepherd's hut whic9 we 

had observed in our way, and to re­

main there until the shower was 

over. You perceive, my young 
friends, that all these difficulties oc-

curred, in consequence of n1y under- . , 

taking this expedition contrary to the 

advice of persons who knew better 

than me ; for had I not occasioned so 

rnany delays, n1y friends would haYe 

probably reached the guard-house 

before the snow-shower came on. 

After great search and difficu1ty, 

we at length discovered the hut, whid1 

remained useless in winter, and only 

served as a shelter from the heat of 

the summer's sun to the shepherds 

\\ho drove their flocks up to this fine 

pasture· at that season of the year. It 

was very s1nall, and being built of 

sticks ~nd straw, we should have 

found it tolerably \Yarrn, had there. 

l 
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been a door to close against the in­
den1ency of the weather ; but thi-s 
we -rere not so fmtunate to di,cover: 
llo" eYer we were vrry gla<l t, per- ; 
c~i,-e a heap of stra\.v in one corner, 
and as there '\.Yas no appearance of the 
snow abating, and as my two con1-
panions were also fatigued by this 
time, they readily agreec: to n1y plan 
of resting till the da\,:n . It T~vas now 
twelve o'clock, and we had been 
\Valking since six, so that ,ve ,vere 
very v, ell pleased to lie down ; and 
~µreadincr out our stra\.Y in the warm-.. 0 

e~t part of the hut, v;e stretched our-
H.lv2s on it, lyint; close t/)gether like 
pigs. 11tiy t\, o companic-nc;; were soon 
as:eep, but cold and fatigue kept 111e 

a\\~-:.:e, arn.1 I sincerely wished I h~d 
fcllO\v~d tne ~ood ;:tckice "" hich would , ..: 

ha-.;;e placed 1ne in rny ,vann bed at 
that he t . At lenr th I began to t"> <... 

.do~e, when I ,ra, startled by a Yery 
I 
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loud snore (as I thought) at the other 

side of the hut; I listened and heard 

it repeated again and again. I then 

heard heavy footsteps pass the <l·>or, 

and go round onr habitation two or 

three ti1nes. I knevv not what to think 

of this, but considered that it would 

be better to awaken n1y companions, 

which I di<l with s01ne difficu1ty, 

and as soon as I had described to 

them what I had heard, one of then1 

j uinped up and ran to the door, wli; le 

the other again fell asleep . In a few 

u1inutes the young man who had 

gone out, returned in great terror, to 

inform us that there v\'ere hvo 1non­

~trc us bears,,;_ lking about ollr ln,t, 

and that as we lrn.d no ,.-rcanons c,f 
.I. 

def~nce but our stlcks, ·we could not 

possibly escape, if they c,nce fDu1Hl 

their \vav in lie therefore rou,cd 
., 

his lazy companion) and after ,ve bad 

phlce<l our sticks across the door-way, 
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so as to form son1e obstacle to the 
entrance, ,ve again lay dmvn on our 
· traw, where he wlio had neither 
heard the sounds that terrified me, nor 
:een the objects that had a]anned the 
other, after laughing at what he called 
our ridiculous fears, went to sleep 
again in a few minute:; . Ile who ha<l 
beheld the bear., had as little rest I 
imagine as myself, and at the first 
dawn we awoke our tranquil c01npa­
nion, an<l sallied forth to pursue our 
why; and you may imagine how \\e 
1nuc:t have been hocked, at perceiv­
ing tlJe snow all round the place of 
onr shelter marked with the prints 
o" our shag~y visitors' f~et, and th:1t 
the mere acrideut of the beast/ nn­
,, ieldiness, had ~aved us from being 
torn to p1eces. \Ve reacliecl the en<l 
of our journey without any more ad­
ventures, and you n1ay be a sured I 
t.ook care ever after, especially in 
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::-trange places, to follow the advice 

of those who were better informed 

than myself. 
We were greatly delighted with 

the story of the bears, ·which ·was 

something new to us, and asked our 

old friend a 11umber of questions 

about those ugly animals that were 

so near devouring him. We also en­

quired about the construction of the 

hut, and agreed that it would be very 

amusing to build such in the sun1-

1ner-holidays, in which the good Da­

niel prornised to assist us. I n1ust 

not forget to tell you, that I dreamt 

of the bears that night, and thought 

I fought most valiantly with one of 

them. 



CHAP'fER XII. 
, 

DOG TRVSTY S A.'CESTOR. 

THE next Sundav we found old ., 

Dan_iel in rernadnlble high spirits, 
,\ ith a nen,"' coat ;_md a new· hat; old 

Susan also in a ne'.v gown, wit_h a 

pink ribbon in her cap, and as to the 
entertain1nent I had never· seen it so 

splendid. There lrere cakes, gin­

gerbread-nuts., apples, pears, and 

plums, and we had all a larger share 

than usual. 1'be old man asked if 

any of us were born on that <lay, and 

see1necl disappointed to find us all 

answer in the negative; "for," said 

he, " my young friends, you must 
know, this is my birth-day. Exactly 

ninety-four years ago, I came into 

the ·world, and that is the reason you 

iiee Susun and 1ne so handson1ely 
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<lressed to-day. "re always 111ake 

n1erry with our friends on this oc­

casion, and though the poor chi1d 

cannot hear ·what is said, she sees that 

we look happy, antl that satisfies lier: 

and he said the truth, for Susan 

looked delighted, when she saw how 

pleased we \!Vere \Yith the nice treat 

she had prepared for us. 01<1 Daniel 

then, patting 'f rusty's head, and 

giving hi1n a cake, said, 1.,he ~tory I 

a1n now going to tell you, concerns 

one of rfrusty's ancestors, ~nd is an 

ach·enture that I had on this <lay 

fiJtv-nine years ao-o. 
J ~ :::, 

l)uring 111y travels ,Yith the same 

good friend I li~ ye so often 1nentioned 

to you, we r-p~nt some time at.:.~ a-

1 lcs, a land of wonders" ith Y\ hic.:h l 

was charn1ed. A1nonr· the 1nanv .. 

curiosities we ,vent to see, "as the 

Grotto cld Cane (or dog,':., grotto), ~o 

'-'alled hecause tl:e eflc•ct of • pmsun-

4 
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ous vapour which rises in it to a cer­
tain height, is generally exhibited on 
one of that species. The clay ,,re 
went to see it, a poor anin1al was 
brought· 1.vith a cord about his neck, 
,vho followed very contentedly till we 
can1e near the grotto ; he then began 
to struggle ancl moan ; but when at 
last the door was opened, giving a 
1nost piteous cry, he sprung frmn the 
man who held him, and ran to n1y 
1naster: then lying down at his feet, 
looked up at him in such a beseech­
ing 1nanner, and so plainly intreated 
his protection, that he instantly made 
a friend of the generous-hearted man, 
who declared he would rather submit 
to have the experiment tried on hin1-
se1f, than subject the animal to it 
that had thrown itself on his mercy. 
I-le then gave some n1oney to the 

, owner of the dog, ,vho was very glad 
to get rid of him) for he said, he did 
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not i1nagine he could have supported 

the experiment more than once again, 

as he had already suffered by it. This 

accounted for the dog's terror when he 

approached the grotto ; but the sin­

gularity of his selecting my 1naster for 

his champion always appeared very 

extraordinary. 
We returned to Naples in triumph 

with our new acquisition. l-Ie was 

an ugly, half-starved animal, but said, 

" I tl1ank you," so plain in every look 

an<l move1nent, that it was impossi­

ble for 1ny ·master not to be attached 

to him, and I loved hiLll for his sake. 

()ften he has said to 1ne, "\Vell, 

l)an, of all the compliments ever 

paid n1e on rt'ly looks'' (and you must 

know he "' as a rerna1 kably hands01ne 

1nan), 4
' none has ever flattered me 

so n1 uc' 1 ::ts that of poor Chance." 

,v e fe<l and took excellent care of 

ou1· poor dog, an<l in a short time he 
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was quite :inother thing: not so hand­
so111e as Trusty, but a very ~leekr 
s111ooth, good-looking fellow. I-le 
assumed the privilege of sleepiu!; in 
his 111aster's room, and nlways placed 
himself somewhere near the door, as­
if he \:vas determined to guard it 
against all intruders. By the time 
we left Naples,. we had become so 
fond of Chance, that ·we allo\.Yed 
hi111 a place in the carriage without 
regret . 

It was about tvvo months after, that 
ive were travelling in a "\-vilcl part ofi 
the country, after heavy rains ,, hich 
had made the rohds ~o bad tbat thev ., 
i,·ere almost in1pas::i .. tble. In several 
place the carriage was preYented from . 
overst.tting merely by the a~si~ tance 
of men, \Vho supported it with ropes, 
sometimes on one ide and sometimes 
on the other. ()ne evening about 
fvur o'clock, our po5tillion stopped 
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suddenly at the gate of a large, de­

serted-looking house, where he said 

we 111u.~t reniain till 1norning. l\1y 

1nlster temonstrated, and represented 

to hin1 that it \Vas a very early hour 

to stop for the n1ght, but he declared 

he could not answer for the conse­

quences if we were to go onJ as the 

road \Va5 even worse than what we 

bad already passed ; besides, if we 

did not stop here, as th(:re was no­

other house within many 111iles of 

this, we must travel a long ti.1ne in 

tlie night, which would be very dark, 

and might subject us to dangers of 

Ill(ffe than one sort. "\Ve enquired if 

he had e-ver been in this house be­

fore, hoping that at any rate he 

was acquainted ,vith the place he 

, had brought us to; but he said,. 

" .... ~ o ; though he had often passed 

by it." Finding there was 110 ren1edy, 

,, e were at length persuaded to enter 
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the building, which \Yas a most deso­
late-looting abode) where there \Vas 
scarcely a whole window to be seen. 
It appeared to have been erected for 
a barrack, or something of that sort, 
but we saw no inhabitants except 
three n1en, a father and his two sons, 
whose countenances had a mixed 
expression of ferocity and sullenness, 
that gave us no reason to hope for a 
hospitable reception. They came 
slowly to the gate, one by one, and 
on our asking if the house were an 
inn, replied in the affirmative, but 
she\ved none of 1 hat 'llacrity which 
one expects to meet wilh at ._ uch 
places. ,vith some diffirulty the 
great gate was opened to admit the 
carriage, and here the building 
shewed, if poss1l.Jie, a more dreary 
appearance, than at th outside. rrhe 
grass \Yas gro\.n1 o,er the pavement, 
a,nc, tl1ere did not see1n to be a win-
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dow unbroken: some of these were 

:5tuffed with straw, but the greater 

nun1ber adn1itted the cold air, which 

whi_stled through the long galleries of 

the extensive fabrick. 

The inn -keeper and his sons a p-
., peared quite unaccustomed to receive 

travellers, and when ,Ye enquired for 

a roorn, told us we n1ight go up-stairs 

and chuse mnongst them, for they 

were all unoccupied, but did not ofrer 

to con<lnct us. ,v e ascended th..! 

broken stair-case, and ex1Jlored a 

number of aptntments, aH eqn~lly 
uninhabitable; but at length ""e dis-

- covered one very large, containing 

three b2ds, a 1d i:1 \vhich only one 

out of three ,vindows was broke. 

IIcre we resd·~·~cl to rest; and after 

several vain eil<)rb., at last per-,uade<.l 

one of the 1nen to bring us some 

wood and nu\.l{.::! a fire, which was 

perfl ctly necessary, a-s the evening 
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to me two instances, that appeared 
then of an alarming nature, though 
we should have laughed at the1n, had 
we been otherwise circumstanced. 
They were written in Italian, and so 
badly spelt, that it was with difficulty 
we could n1ake then1 out : the trans­
lation of one was, " Take care of 
yourselves, you are in a dangerous 
place l" and that of the other, "rrra­
vellers, beware, beware of the master. 
of this house!'' You may imagine 
how disagreeable all this \Vas, when 
we had no remedy. Our ro01n was 
so perfectly bare of furniture, that 
we could not have any apprehension 
of people being concealed in it; there 
was but one door, an<l the ,vin~ows 
were at a great distance from the 
ground ; we therefore fluttered our­
selves, that by locking our door, and 
leaving our loaded pistol~ on the table, 
we should be tolerably secure against 
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any surprize, and we agreed that we 

,,·ould not yield v:ithout a desperate 

struggle. 
,v e had been 1nuch fatigued with 

a very disagreeable day's journey, of 

which \Ve had walked a great deal, 

and therefore went to bed very early; 

our poor dog, who ,vas also very 

n1uch tired, taking possession of a 

vacant bed next the door. For some 

time after we lay dmvn, I listened 

and started up every time the wood 

eraddcd in tbe chimney; but at 

length vve all fell into a sound sleep. 

!low long this had la::i1..ecl I know not, 

when I was awaked by a little noise, 

and to my utter horror and astonish-

1nent, distinguished by the glimrner­

in_g light "hich the fire still gave, a 

tall n1an, with a dagger in his hand, 

stealing gently across the roon1 to­

wards my nrnstcr's bed: an<l irnmedi-
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ately after another, v.ho see1~1cd to be 
directing his sters towards 111inc. I 
had been so sure that any atte1n1A to 
open the door (which I had carefully 
locked) ,Yould have put us 011 our 
guard, that I had not taken the pre­
caution of placing the pistols \\·ithin 
111y reach, and just as I \ras consider­
ing 1sbether it would be pcssiL]e by 
suddenly darting across the room, to 
seize thcrn, Chance started out of his 
sleep, fil'\V at the man who ,vas ap­
p,·o~ching my master, and Lit bis k·g. 
·I then ran to the pistols, and the 
second person immediately 1nadc his 
escape. In the ·mean time my 1naster 
had collared the man n h01n the deg 
had attacked ; but the villain stab­
bed him in tbe hand, and then b,~ a ., 
dexterous twist gained the door., and 
ran down the gallery to the stairs, 
vd1cre I did not think it prudent t 1> 

• I 
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pursue hi1n. In fact the who1e trans­

action passed so rapicl1 y, that it \Yas 

ahnost like a drea1n. 

As soon as I h<~d assisted n1v 

1naster to tie a handker<"hief on his 

,younded band, I again went to fasten 

the door, which I \Vas 1nuch sur­

pri~;ed to find had been opened ; 

but after having locked it, on trying 

"hethcr it was fast, l found that the 

lock ,Yas useless, and we as 111uch 

c~posed as before. \Ve then re­

~oh-cd to place against the door a 

heavy bench and du1nsy table 

\\ hich \Vere in the romn) and haYing 

thus secnrcd ourselves against sur­

prizc, we returned to our beds, an<l 

slept qaietly till rnorning, ,d1en vve 

<liscovered that the villains had not 

come to no purpose, for a sn1all bo~, 

of \d1ich I had unfortunately appeared 

particularly careful, was missing; and 

as it contained, a1nongst other thing~ 
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of less importance, a miniature picture 
of great value to 1ny 1naster, I \Yas 
very 1nuch vexed. 

1'he n1oment I perceived it was 
day-light, I vvent down-stairs to 
waken our postillion, for ,ve were 
most anxious to depart; and in the 
pnssage, I met one of our landlords, 
who hoped we had rested ,vell. I 
n1entioned to hi1n the nocturnal ad­
venture, at\.\ hich lie at fin,t expressed 
great astonishment, but tl1e11 said it 
vvas not impossible that some thieYes 
should have got into the house, as 
it was so Ji1 secured. I-Ie begged 
to know if \Ve had lost any thing, 
and on my saying that a box had 
been taken, which contaillecl nothing 
of value except a n1iniaturc pirture, 
I thought he looked ,ery much dis­
appointed. 1 after\\ards 1nc-t the 
others, who spoke nearly in the 
same 1nr,nncr; but I fancied one of 
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them looked 1nore confused than the 

rest. 

Anxious to get out of this disn1al 

place, I hurried the postilli_on, whose 

countenance shewed no symptoms of 

guilt, and who really expressed sur­

prise and terror when he heard ·what 

had passed ; and as soon as the car­

riage lVas ready, my master with the 

faithful Chance at his heels, de­

sce11<led the stairs, at the foot of 

Yrhich the three men stood ; but the 

moment the <log saw the1n, be flew at 

on~ of the sons, and caught hi1n by the 

leg, nor could any thing induce hitn 

t <J rc.inqnish i1is hold, until 111y 1nas­

t~r knelt down by hirnJ and put bis 

fingers in his 111outh to extricate the 

unfortunate n1ai1. 'fhis accident be­
tr:ived the whole affair; an i1n1nedi-

" 
r~te confessio11 was extorted fro1n the 

' 
.,,,·retches., who p:-qn1ise<l to return the 

• 
H 



. 

! .J.6 BOG Tiq.JST't •~ A;\"CESTOR, 

.box on condition n1y master would 
not accuse thern to the magistrates: 
he was satisfied on having the picture 
of his d.ear friend restored, anJ "·e 
continued our journey, better pleasec.l 
than eyer \Yith having behaved h u-
111:inel y to poor Chance. 1-Ie lived 

' to be very o1d, and ha<l frequent op­
portunities of she,.oving his gratitude 
in the course of his life. vVhile my 
n1aster lived, he was never without 
one of his ureed, and since his death, 
I have always kept one of then1 ,vi th 
lJIC. 

\Ve ,yere delighted vvith this story 
of Trusty's ancestor, and bestowed a 
double portion of caresses on his 
descendant this evening. ,v c talked 
the nrnttcr over as µsua1, when we 
ran to our oak-tree, and thought, 
-"·hat a fortunate thing it was for the· 
poor clog to have met with such a 

.. 

,. 
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. goo<l 1naster. "\Ve concluded by re­

solving always to treat brutes vvith 

the greatest hu111anity, in imitation 

of this worthy n1an who was so well 

rewarded for his. 

H2 

,. 
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. CHAPTER XIII. 

THE BOY WHO WAS FORGOT AT SCHOOL. 

THERE was a little boy among us 
that had come to the school just be­
fore me, vvhmn e\'ery body liked very 
n1uch. He was very attentive to his 
book, learned ,vith facility, and was 
extremely good-natured ; but in con­
sequence of having been treated very 
harshly before be ,,vas placed at our 

school, he had got a sad cowardly 
trick of tellin6 falsehoods upon all 
occac:.1-0ns. He was ahvays ready to 
deny the most trifling circumstance 

that occurred, an<l all the kindness 
and gentleness of our rnaskr was in­
sufficient to correct him. At lt>r.gth 
the matter ,-ras communicatcc: tu ol:l 
])aniel, as we difcovere<l on Sunr!ay, 
"·hen he said, I am scr.} to fin-::t that 
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after all the stories I haYe told on the 

subject of telling lies, there should 

still be any of my little friends in­

fected with such a n1ean, covvarcll y 
vice. I hope no one of this de~crip­

tion n1ay ever think of being a sol­

dier, for l should expect to hear of 

his running away from the ene1ny, if 

he had not courage even to speak 

truth. 
This has brought to 1uy mind, 

continued Daniel (after a short pause 

during which old Susan distributed 

the fruit), a story which 1na<le a 

great impression on me, and which 

may possibly entertain you as well as 

any other I could recollect at this 

1noment. I was once sent with 1ny 

regiment to assist the troops of a 

foreign land, ,vhere a dang~rous i 11-
·surrection harl t_akcn place. 'fbe i (,-

haLit<l 1ts of a large tract of country 

had become disaffected to their law-



ful rn1cr8; and the <·<.mscquences wu·e 

horrible in the extreme. I n as so 

unfortunate as to be a wi tne~::l (,11 tliat 

occa.::ion of ttli the dreadful accidents 

of civil n-ar, and I v:onld rath~r St'C 

a year of hard service in any otlier 

way, than one month of such trans­

actions as usua11y take place in simi­

lar situations. v\l e found the coun­

try-people irritated by the iJl con­
duct of their mvn military, vd10 I a1n 

. orry to say frequently beha,·ecl 1norc 

like ga11gs of plundering banditti,. 

than parties of regular troops, and 

the soldiers continually harrassecl by 
the peasantry, ,-.. ho thought they be­

held in every :militar}· habit a tvrant. 
~ ., 

}IoweYer I 1nust say there were some ., 

place.; where the people \Yere not op­

p~·es~cJ; and ·1en.:~ tlie nati,·e sol­

<.her" \;·.:11 ~, l'i:~tlier cons· e.lere l as nro-... 

tc·d(,r:. 

Im1oediat~h- en our L ndi!1g \YO . 
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,verc sent to a little to,vn., '"here ,Ye 

,, ere placecl under the con1m:n1<1 of 

an office!' "vho was a native of that 

country, and had been appointed 

i;ovcrnor of a certain s11.1:11! (!istrict, 

which he continued to keep . in per­

fect submission, by a pru<le1.t mixture 

of mildness and severity, and by in­

forcing the strictestdisci line amongst 

the troops. rfhe town in ,vhich \Ve 

were quartered was extrenk.1y plea­

~ant, the inhabitants ~ peaceable, 

though by no n1eans wc11 affe_cted to­

·wards their rulers, ancl the habits of 

life more cheerful than cou l<l have L?.e7\ 

ex peeled at such a ti me ; but they 

were accustome<l to l1e~lr continmt1lv 

of ,, J.rs, ancl their mn nse1-n~nts v ·ere 

nol to he intc_;rruptcd till the e 1 ··u1y 

wa" literallyr at their g~'tes. 'i'he go- , 

vernor·s ,, ife and childr0 n., ancl ;lsc• 

the f:.innlics of 1nany of his officer~ 

lodgetl in the town, a:1d with the ml-
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dition of th'ose of some of the town's­

people, formed a veryagreeablesociety, 

which my n1aster constantly frequent­

ed . The governor's house was situated 

at one extre1nity of the town, and as 

I hacl often occasion to go the~·e about 

n1y 1naster's business, I used s01ne­

ti111es to see his little boys. There 

\Vere five of then1, but only four 

lived at home; the eldest, who was 

11ine years old, had lately been 

placed at a very good school which 

happened to be in the to,vn, and I 
never saw him at his rfather's house 

but of a Sunday. 

\Ve had remained in perfect tran­

quillity about two months, and by 
the accounts daily received fr01n 
other places, had every reason to 
hope that all would be brought to 

a condusion very soon, without our 

little chearful abode being disturbed 

by the approach of danger, \'rhen 
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suddenly, one 1norning between three 

and four o'clock: the drun1 beat to 

arms, and the whole town was throvvn 

into confusion. Every one was 

alarmed, but no one well knew why. 

The soldiers were running to the 

square which was always the place of 

rendezvous, the women were asking 

news in the streets, and the young 

children ·were crying, because they 

saw those about then1 in conster­

nation. I must confess that I had 

·been thrown off 1ny guard by too 

much security, and was n1ore con­

fused by th is sudden call than I 

ought to have been ; how·ever I in­

stantly hastened to n1y n1aster, whom 

I 1net at the door of his aparhnent 

prepared for fight, mid as we issued 

forth, we learnt fron1 passing troops, 

that a large party \Vas advancing ,vith 

all speed against the town, that they 

had already approached very near, 

11 5 
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and that their nun1bers were so c;u­

perior to ours, that ,Ye could not hope 

to come off conquerors. It \Hts de­

termined to send the "' 0111en and 

children \Y1th the b8.ggage, to a tu'.\ n 

about h, enty 111iles off ,, hich ha~l 

fortifications, an<l a strong garrison, 

2nd all we could expect was to irn­

uttle the }Jro2:~·e:-·s of the enernv until 
j ~ • 

these ,yere lodged in a p1ace of afr ty. 
l\leanwhile fresh accounts arrivl'd 

every rnorne1jt of the near approach 

of .the ho,-tile troops, and "e all 

1narched out to 1neet them, ,ntl a 

deten11in~.tion to nrnkc their conquest 

as difficult as we could . ,ve n1et 

them jn~t outsiJe the town, on a 

little pla: n, ,vhere "' e had a 1nost 

<le'-pernte battle, which however lasted 

hut a short time. I got tl11s wound 

111 my 1 ight hand, ancl also one in my 

left ltg on that o<'ca-ion, but the pain 

l frlt at being obliged to retreat was 



FORGOT AT SCHOOL. 155 

more severe than that of my \vounds. 

In fact I must confess (an<l I should 

not be ashan1ed of it) ,ve fled into 

the town in great confusion, and had 

just tin1e to close the gates against 

our pursuers, and thus gain an inter-

val to make our retreat sure. We 

had the satisfaction of hearing that 

the won1en and children bad nuH.le 

their escape, and were happy to be 

able to eflect ours to a ri:-ing gi·ou11<l 

tlanke<l by a v,;ood, about a 111ile on 

the other side of the tm, n. II ere 

the enemy ceased to 1nolest us, their 

object appearing to be to gain posses­

~ion of the to\\ n, and in a few hours 

,re continued our retreat to the p1ace 

, .., 11ere our fugitives ha,l already takc;n 

ret'uge. 1 will not attempt tu give 

you an account of 01.~r nwding, or m1 -

icl•-"a uf tbe laillE:i tat1011c of those \\ bo 

had lost their fri ench, and of those\\. ho 

ha<l to attend on persor1s thev lo-r.cd. . •. ~ 

.. 
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wounded almost to death . rfhese are 

horrible sights, and though I ain a 
soldier every inch of rne, I can never 

think coolly of the four-and-t\yenty 

hours that follow after a battle. Our 
co1nman<ling officer \Vas but slightly 

hurt ; rny own \Younds '" ere not se­
vere; and rny dear master had (al-
1nost miraculous1y) escaped unin­
jured. 

\Ve supposed notI1ing was missing, 

except one baggage-cart of compara­

tively smaH value, and two of the 
boldier.s' ,vives ·who \Yere no great los!), 

until the governor on entering the 
hoi;se. wh2re his farnily v.-·::; ·e lodged, 
iznmediately enquired for his eldest 
son, who wri.s his favourite child, and 

a mor.;t :1rcrhising boy. TI is wretched 

mother, who v:as in agoLies of grief, 

wns H!arcely able to inform h1n1, that 

in tl1e confusion of the morning, the 

d:1l<l, v.ho was at school on the other 
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side of the town, had been forgotten~ 

she had still endeavoured to flatter 

herself on the way, that he would be 

found mnongst the stra.ggling groups 

that followed at various distances, 

but on their arrival had ascertained 

that no one had seen or even thought 

of him. She then burst into a flood 

of tears, and with all the absurdity 

of a very weak woman as she was, 

declared she was sure he had been 

1nurdered. This i<lea her husband 

com bated with every possible argu-

1nent, yet (poor man!) his terrors, 

t hough n10re rational, were scarcely 

inferior to her own. lie thought of 

the forlorn situation of a child of 

nine years old, without money or 

friends, for he supposc<l the school-

1naster would have his O\Yn affairs to 

attend to in such a critical moment ; 

and in the present circun1stances he 

saw no possibility of speedily recover-
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ing the poor boy. In fart the gover­
nor's situation \\ as more to 1)e pitied 
than tl r.t of 1nany of tl10sc ~ ho were 
<lesperatel:, \YOunded, and every one 
partook of his distress, for he was a 
"\-n:,rthy 1nan, and ma<.1 e no "hining 
complaint . I have ahray~ felt 1nost 
intere8ted for tho ... e who endured most 
silentlv . ., 

Next morninF, at an early hour, we .... ~ 

l\ ere n, uch surprised by hearing that 
a B.1g of truce app,..ared at a distance,. 
and in a fe-r minutes after that a b~g­
gage cart \Y;th two wo .. ~1En an<l a child 
·"' ere an10n~ tlie soldiers who brought 
it. lT on may supposf' we irnmediLtcly 
.c·ucscd who they were, and that all 
the formalities of recc:iYlng them 
were gon-e tl1rough as rapidly as pos­
~ible. 'rli . · 1· sole bu iness was to 
escort the bor, a1HI deliver him into 
the hands of his father (for I suppo e 
the cart and the two ,, omen were 
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thrown into the bargain as good-for­

nothing lun1ber), and \\·ith hi111 they 

brought a letter fron1 the conquering 

chief, sibnifying to the governor, that 

the "-riter v,;as happy to have an op ... 

portunity of rendering a service to a 

1nan, who had behaved ,vith such ht:­

n1anity to his poor countryn1en. 

As soon as the first violence of joy 

and congratulations were over, the 

chil<l was qucstione<l relati\'e to ,,·hat 

1H-.d passed. Ile said, that on the 

first tilann 1nost of the boy had run 

away to their different homes, and 

the rnaster bad hastened to another 

part of the town,_ to protect some 

,,a1uable property tlrnt he po. ~esscc
1 

there: he himself <li<l not wake till 

8orne peoiJ~ rushed into the romn 

,rhere he slept, to take mn1y th e; ir­

d1ildren "bo also inhabiteLl the same 

aparllneut: he then got up mid 

drc~se<l himself, not ,,ell knowi1 g 

1 

., 
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the cause of all this bustle and noise; 
but on going to different parts of the 
house he found it quite deserted, not a 
human being re1naining in it, but an 
old deaf man \Yho knew as little 
about \\ hat was passing as himself. 
On going into the street, he learnt 
that bis mother and all her family 
had escaped from the to\Yn 1nany 
hours before, mw that his f~1ther and 
the troops ttnder his command had 
been be,11cn, and retreated a short 
ti1ne before, and in fact that the 
enemy were then about to march in. 
Just at that moment he met one of 
the two ~·o]diers' wives who had been 
left behind, \\· ho desired him to stay . 
by her, and to be sure, ifhc,vasasked 
whose child he 'a~, for !1is life not to 
tel1, but to say he ,vas the ~on of one 
of the se1jeants. 1~hjs he had ref med 
positively to do ; for he had so often 
hearcl his father and m :lther say that 



.FORGOT AT SCHOOL. 161 

people ought never to tell a lie on 

any occasion, and that Go<l took care 

of those ,vho spoke the truth, that he 

was determined to answer truly to 

any questions that should be put to 

him. To the first officer who asked 

who that little boy was, the wonian 

answered before he could speak, that 

he was the son of one of the serjeants 

who had fled, and the officer passed 

on. To a second she gave a si1nilar 

answer ; but at length a third putting 

the question to the child himself, he 

replied boldly, that he was the go­

vernor's son, who had been forgotten 

Vt'hen the rest of his fan1ily escaped. 

1'his 1nan imn1ediately took him with 

him to a place where a number of 

the enen1y's officers were assembled. 

llere he was asked a variety of 

questions, tending to ascertain whe­

tber he really "as the person he 

P"' t(':1de'l to be, and had the p1ea" 



sure of heari ug the greatest co1n-
1 • L' I • f' I , • • l 1nent1at10ns 01 us rat 1e1 s J u~t1ce at1t 

111ii<l conduct) all the cf-hccrs auTee. 
u 

ing that his son ot:ght to he sent 
to him in snfnty withont dt:,lay. Le 
was fed and Liken cart of that dn_v, 
by the h\ o won1en, ,v ho\\ ere allowed 
to accompany bim; and next n10ruing 
they were all sent ofr in the 1nanner 
I have mentioned . This affair made 
a great impression on my mi11d) as it 
proveJ the advantages of mildness in 
com rn and, of trict attention to 111ili­
tary discipline) and of courageous 
adherence to truth. , 1,be rest of this 
campaign was full of honors; but 
tranquillity was at length re!-:tored to 
that unfortunate country ; and I am 
happy to Le able to tell you) that the 
wortb~v gcY\.C!'nor and his f:trnil_\ v re 
rc~t0r[ I to their home bd'ore w<:• 
embarked for our native hind. 

~.1~e ·n:re al1 rned1 pleased with tl1i~ 
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-.;tor), and the little boy for \Yhorn it 

\Yas particularly intended, seen1ed to be 

extremely interested. I11deed a proof 

of the eficct proc.lucc<l on hi 111 by the 

relation of it a1>ncared the next dav. 
... " 

A little flower-pot, that stoo<l in a 

,vindow of the passage going to ou 

school-roo1n, had been broken, and 

no one knew how the acci<lent had 

happened ; our master appeared in­

clined to suspect one of the boys "vho 

had frequently clone aukward things; 

but just as he began to speak on the 

ubject, Charles stept fonvarcl, and 

in a very pompous n1anner avowed his 

ha\'ing thrown down the flower-pot, 

and also that he was aole and willing 

to replace it with another. l'his 

offer the 1naster did not think proper 

to accept, but he highly cornn1endecl 

the boy who had courage to own 

,, line he had do1~e: in<h~ed lie nrn0e 

.a display of appiobation on tbis oc-
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casion, that he ,Youkl not have done 
had the circumstance occurred to 
any . one else, and son1e of us yery 
well understood this. Some chil­
dren have a great deal of penetra­

tion and we had very observing t ds 
among us. 
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THE l\IAN-HATER RESUl\IED. 

vV E now began to fear that every 

new story would be the last. It \Vas 

past the rniddle of October, but tne 

weather was remarkably rnild tor the 

1.ime of year, and Daniel had not 

yet talked of desisting from his sto-
. ' 

r~es. _ IIowever they became every 

day n10re preciou::, and \Ye liste11-::d 

with more attention (~f possible) tll.:n 

~t firJt, which seemed to give great 

piea.,ure to our old friend. 

Some pri\'~tte rd-fain, of our school­

niaster about this time occasioned 

hi1 . ~9 gi.?e us s{:!vcral half-holidays, 

an~~ •.,..., took c::re to Jrofit bv tben1 
. " 

in a:,sen1bhr)g ro•_!nd he gcod .lAt-

1 id's pur ·h. At la.the ~nicl, "' I be-

1icve, rny boy:, you thi ~J· I am 
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inade of stories; but I nn1st soon 

leave off, for the weather begins to 

grow cold and uncertain·. , ,v e all 

looked at each other with quite dole­

ful countenances, which n1ade the 

old 111an smile, and he added, "but I 
hope we 1nay have t\vo or three more 

fine days before ,re finish for this 

year." I then ventured to remind hiin 

of the story of the strange man he 
n1et in the forest, \vhich we ,vere all 
longing to hear. "You have given me 

a difficult task, my young friend (said 

he), for it is 1nore than half a century 

since I saw the n1anuscript, and I 
never read it but twice, once when 

it first can1e into 1ny master's pos­

session, and once about five years 

after. liov. ever, as I have often re­

lated some of the principal incidents, 

I hope 1 shall be able to gratify your 

_ curiosity, which I allow is extren1ely . · 

· n atural. It was a large manuscript., I 
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,, hich rnv uoor n18ster ,Talued hirrhh-; 
.... 1 (..J .J 

who got it after his death I never 

could learn. What I can rerne1nber 

you shall hear . .., 

,-f HIS gentleman, ,vho111 I shall call 

by his christian name Henry, was 

the sou of an English 111erchant, who 

had been 111any years settled at Leg­

horn, in the full enjoyment of all the 

wealth and luxury that prosperous 

trade can bestow. 1'he success of his 

con1mercial speculations was un-

. bounded, and the splendour in which 

he lived, as descr~bed in the 1nanu­

script, appeared aln1ost fabulous. He 

had three children, two sons and a 

daughter; Louisa was the eldest, 

Henry a year younger, and Felix 

seven years the junior of his brother. 

1,hese c~1ildren were all i<lvlized by 

their parents, and brought up with a 

degree of extravagant indulgence, 

which does not agree ,vith every <lit,-
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position. Their wishes ·were prc­
vent~d on all occasions, their faults 

wi11:~e ~ at, and their caprices conti­

nually gr~tified. Henry, naturally 

of an indolent temper, was much in­

jured by this sort of education ; he 

acquired habits of procrastination 

·whjcl1 appeared almost like a disease, 

and <,,vas scarcely capable of making 

the com1none3t exertions. 'I'his fault 

excepted, his character appeared to 

be very amiable ; he was candid, 

brave, and good-natured, but his 

good-nature seldom produced any cor-

1~esponcling effects, as he ahvays de­
ferred• till too late those kind actions 
wh"ch his Lt'art prompted hin1 to 

pei forn1. I Clnnot relate to you a 

tenth part of the iu~tances of this 

unfortunate dispi--s ition de~cribed in 

the manuscript (anJ the-:c the v. ritcr 

·said were but a sm.di :mrt of \\'hat 
~ 

he might have nu .. 11..ioned), but I 



.t 

I 

THE MAN-HATER RESu.MED. 16!:) 

will tell you some few that I recol~ 

lect. 
Henry had a dog that he was ex­

tremely fond of (such a good honest 

fel!ow as 'frusty I suppose)., who used 

to sleep at his door every night, and 
acco1npany hin1 when he went out 

walking or boating. It happened one 

day that a party being made to spend 

a few days at a villa s01ne n1iles di. 
stant fron1 Leghorn, Ilenry, who 

,vas ahvays last, was so hurried to 

join the company, that he locke<l the 

door on his dog, and never recollected 

till he had gouc half-way, that the 

poor ani1n:il was shut up in an inner 

roon1 of his apartment, fron1 whence 

no one could release hi1n till he sent 

back the key. He thought of send­

ing a serYant with it in1me<liately, but 

(ac,..,ordinb to his usual custon1) defer­

red it till he should reach thevilla., and 

,, hen he arrived there., totally forgot . 

I 
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bis intention. At night he again re­

collected it, but again put i1: off, re­

solving to send the key early ne:xt 

rnoruing. In this way three days 

passed, and as he was returning on 

the fourth to Leghorn, he felt very 

uneasy. As he ascended the stairs 

that led to his apartment, he listened 

for the barking of his dog, but heard 

no noise: he then asked a servant 

whom he met, wl1ether they had 

beard the animal since his departure: 

the woma~1 ans,vered, " 0 yes, for 

the first two days he made a great 

noise, and we tried to let him out; 

but since yesterday morning we have 
not heard him." Henry proceeded 

in silence to the door of his chainber; 

he trembled as he unlocked the clo­

:set : the first object he beheld was 

his dog lying <lead. He lifted him 

up, but he was stiff and coIJ. This 

~ad circumstance affected hi1n for a 

.,., 
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feiv days, and he rleicnnined not to 
act in the smne n1anner any more; 
but similar things conlinu[llly oc­
curred, many of which \H,rc <letailccl 
• 1 • 
111 tne rnrrnuscnpt. 

One more c1rcurn-;ta.nce I parti­
cularly recollect, that happened 
when he was still a child. Some 
beautiful foreign birds were given 
him, with a directioa to feed the1n 
only on a particular kind of seed, 
which accompanied the cage. Ile 
\Yas charmed "'ith the present, ancl 
resolved to take the greatest care of 
these rare creatures, who were co­
vered with the most beautiful plu-
1nage and sung delightfully. Every 
day he grew fonder of his birds, and 
as the seed ,vith which be was to 
feed the111 ·was only to be procured at 
one shop, he resolved to lay in a gooJ 
supply of it, before ,\ hat they bad 
should be exhausted. The sred 

1 2 , 
t , 

! 
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however din1inished rapidly, and he 

still deferred sending for n1ore; but one 

n1orning he found the birds' cage with­

out any food, and the poor animals, 

who had been many l10urs starving, 

pining for want of nourishment. He 

then determined to send imn1ediately 

for seed, but by some accident th is 

was delayed till evening. In the mean 

ti1ne the birds liad nothing to eat, 

for the person who had brought the1n 

to Leghorn had declared that it 

would kill the1n to take any sort of 

food, but that which he had specified. 

In the evening the seed was put into 

the cage in great abuncfo.nce; the 

birds looked sick, but Henrv wa~ i,1 
•' 

hor'JS they wou 1d be quite well in 

the 1norning : hmYeYer, ,vhen lie 

went to lock at thpm the m01nent he 

was up, he fou!1 1 one already dead, 

and the other in the last convulsion . 

l{e was greatly distressed, and inrn-
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gined they had been poisoned, but 

the seed on being examined proved 

to be perfectly good, and a person 

who understood those sort of things, 

assured him they had died in conse­

quence of eating too mu~h after long 

fasting. Henry was very sorry, and 

resolved not to put off any thing 

again; but he continued the smne 

notwithstanding all his good inten­

tions. 
When he was about fifteen, he one 

evening obtained perrnission to take 

his little brother out walking, and 

felt very proud of being trusted to 

take care of him without a servant. 

The child was, like 1nost other chil­
dren, particularly fond of gathering_ 

shells on the sea-shore, and thither 

th_e brothers directed their steps. As 

soon as they had got to a retired part 

of the shore, Henry, who had taken, 

a goo4 deal of exercise in. the n1orn .. 
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ir:g, sat down to rest, \.vhiie the lit­
tle Fdix sea1 dH.:d amon~· the pebbles 
for shel Is. ro~w or fhe times the 
d!il<l brought handfu1s of thc·m to 
l1is bro!.her, but at ler!gtli he ran to a 
greater <lil'.it:!nce, and I-Ienry began to 
v,:onde r at hi:; not returning; he 
thot1g!1t of going to seek him imme­
diately, but as he \.Vas reading an en­
tertaining book, he thought he might 
as well finish the chapter first, and 
that by that time Felix would pro­
b:.b1y return. 1"'hree quarters of an 
Lour eiaosed, and the ci1il<l did not .. 
a_?pear; Henry then began to be 
al •. nned, and \vhilft he sought his 
brother au10ngst the rocl~s., felt very 
~orry th;~t he had not gone sooner. 
Repeatedly he called l~tlix, but no 
answer \Yas returned. He \.Vas seri­
Oc1sly unhappy at this, and walked 
for an hour backward and forward on 
the sl1ore, asking all those he saw. 

4 
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vihcther they had seen a child an­

S\Yering the de::cription of his bro­

th2r; but all answered in the nega­

tive, until he 1net an infinn old 

wornan, Yrho rei)lie<l to his enquiries 

that she bad 1ndeecl seen the chi1d, 

and a 1nehrncho1y sight it ,vas; she 

then begged of him to come with 

her; and. as he followed tre1nbling 

with terror, she infonned him thr .. t 

she had seen at a distance a little boy 

on a rock, amusing himself with ga­

thering shells, who, ignorant of the 

place, had remained till the coming in 

of the tide had surrounded him with 

water; that she, observing his cb.ngcr, 

haJ gone as near him as she could, 

to try if she could give assistance, 

which any person not absolutely 

weak with age and ir.ifirmity might 

easily have done, and that when ~he 

found it was irnpossible for her tu b~ 

of any use, she ha<l hastened to seek 
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for help, but unfortunately all the 
neighbourhood had followed a pro­
cession, and she could meet with no 
one; she had heard the cbild's cries 
~ long ti1ne, but supposed he must 
now be dro\vned, for the water \-Yas 
rising every moment; ana he stood 
on a little point of the rock, the only 
vart which remained clr_v. I shall i:wt 
repeat to you the dreadful description 
that poor llenry gave of bis feelings. 
'l'he body of the little Felix \Vas found, 
and bis unfortunate brother was pre­
vented fro1n beholding the mic.ery 
into which his fa111ily v .. -as plunged, 
by a violent fever, attended with de­
lirium, ·which brought h;1n to the 
brink of the grave. 1\o one ev<:"r 
kuew how much he ,vas to bbme for 
the death of his young brother, an<l 
though he remained very n1elan­
choly for s01ne time, yet at last the 
elasticity of youthful spirits raised 

' -
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him fro111 this sad state, and in an­
other year he had recovered the ef­
fects of this cruel 1nisfortune ; though 
sometimes, when 11e gazed on the 
pale face of his mother, he could not 
help recollecting that she did not 
look so wan before the death of her 
little Felix. 

Here Daniel stopped, and telling 
us it was too long a story for hin1 to 
relate at one time, promised he would 
continue it at our next meeting. I 
assure you what we had already heard 
made us quite grave, and the boy to 
whom the old n1an had given a hint 
on the subject at a former meeting, 
looked alrnost as if he had been guilty 
of all these faults. Ho~'ever, when 
we reached our oak-tree, ,ve all cheer­
ed up, and in a few minutes got rid 
of the sorrowful impression caused 
hy the death of Felix. 

15 
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TnE next holiday we ,vere ratlier 
earlier than onr usual tin1e, and 

Daniel, perceiving our impatience, 
hastened to distribute bis fruit, and 

began as follm,vs. 

l\,IANY circmnstauces were related 

in the n1anuscript., of the next five 

years of the unhappy Henry's life, 

all tending to prove the baaeful ef­

fects of this unfortunate indolence of 
d1sposition, which made his too in­

dulgent father and rnother very mise­

rable; but as I do not well remember 

them, I shall pass on to one which 

occurred when he was about twenty, 

an<l \\ hich 1nade a great impression 

on my memory. 

,! 
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I-Ie had a friend about his own age, 
to \vhom he was very much attached, 
and who loved hi in so \vell, that he was· 
almost blind to his 1nost glaring i111-
perfections. One evening he re­
ceive<l a hurried note from this young 
nian, intreating he would come to · 
him in the utmost haste. !-le won­
dered what Antonio, ""h0111 he ba<l 
parte<l from but a few hours before, 
could want with hin1 in such a hurry, 
an<l called for his messenger that he 
111ight enquire, hut the boy who had· 
brought the note had immediately 
goue away. Henry <letennined at 
any rate to go directly, but still he 
lay stretched at full length on his 
~opha in his wrapping gown and slip­
pers, conjecturing 'for what purpose 
his friend should desire to see him 
so suddenly. At length he got up 
~nd arranged his dress ; but between 
all delays a full hour had passed be-
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fore he was ready to go out : on find­
ing so much time had elapsed, he 
was aln1ost tempted to defer going 
till the next day, but his curiosity 
overcoming his indolence, he went 
to the house of his friend. ,vhen 
he arrived there, he was 1nuch sur­
prised to fi1;d that Antonio was not 
at home ; he enquired how long it 
was since he h,1d gone put, and was 

told that it was about a quarter of an 
hour after the return of the messen­
ger that he had sent for him : the 
servant added, that he ln<l gone out 
soon after- two gentlemen \\ho had 
paid him an afternoon-visit, that he 
had observed him take his sword, and 
that they all three looked extremely 
angry. Before Henry could at all 
arra!1ge his ideas, quite distracted by 
this account, a great bustle in the 
hall attract ,cl his attention, and in 
a few Ir)inutes tbe bleeding body of 
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his friend was brought in . As t-hey 
placed A.ntonio on the sopha he 
fainted, but soon recovering, he looked 
round him, and observing Heury, 
turned his dying eyes on him, and 
said in a faint voice, "Alas! I-Ienry, 
I have then been mistaken." '"These 
were the last words he spoke. 'fhe 
surgeons arrived to examine his 
wounds,and immediately pronounced 
thern to be n1ortal. -In half an hour 
he died. 

1--Ienry leaned over him to his last 
moment, an image of silent despair. 
He reproached himself for not com­
ing instantly on receiving the note, 
and thought that he perhaps 1night 
have been able to prevent this dread­
ful catac;;trophe; but judge of the 
horror he n1ust have felt, when, a 
few hours after poor Antonio had 
breathed his last, he received the fol­
lowing account of this fatal affair.-
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1'he h,·o young men, ·who were inti­
n1ates of Antonio's family, had con1e 
in high spirits to pay him a frien<lly 
visit, and prevailed on him to join 
thern in a masquerade-party, which 
they had planned for the next week. 
lie agreed, and proposed that Henry 
should also be let into the secret, and 
invited to make one among them ; 
this they did not approve, on ac­
count of the procrastinating temper 
of the you:ig man, which would 
prevent his being exact to the time, 
and because an omission of this sort 
would spoil all their amusement. 
Antonio promised faithfully for hrs 
friend, that be should he as punctual 
as any of the rest, but could not per­
suade them to a<lmit him of thei-r 
party. This rather put hi1n out of 
humour, and when they began to 
rally him on his enthusiastic friend­
ship for Henry, and one of them at 
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length went so far as to say he was 
conviuced I-Icnry felt no such attach­
ment for him, Antonio fiercely de­
niande<l what reason be had for such 
an op1111011? 1~be other replied as 

fiercely, that it was because he knevr 
a person of his disposition was utterly 
incapable of being a warn1 friend. 
One word brought on another ; both 
,,ere violent in their tempers, and 
in a few minutes beca1ne so exas­
perated against each other, that it 
was determined to decide the quarrel 
immediately by the sword. Anto­
nio's antagonist had his friend with 

hi1n, and the note to Henrv before-
J 

n1entioned was ,-vritten in consequence 
of th is decision. They both sneered 
at his sending for such a second, 
said thev were sure he would not ., 

come, that if they waited till he 
obeyed the summons, tlte affair would 
scarcely be decided in time for the 
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masquerade, and n1any other pro­
voking things of the same sort. They 
then departed, sayi~1g they should 
wait half an hour at· the appointed 
place of 1neeting, but no longer. 
,vhen the 1nessenger returned, who 
said that Henrv was at home and ., 

alone, and when a quarter of an 
hour passed without his appearing, 
the unfortunate Antonio, irritated 
extremely by il·e n1ockery 0f his 
opponents, and n10rtified beyond 
1neasure by the neglect of his friend, 
followed the1n to the place of re1~dez­
vous alone. ,.The e,cnt has Leen 
already related. On hearing this 
me1anchoJy story, Henry fell into an 
agony of <lt>q)air: 112 i1ad continually 
before his Pyes the bleeding body of 
the dying Antonio, his last words for 
ever vibrated in bis ears, and when 
he dozed for a moment, he was a­
wakened by Llle sad speech., "IIenry, 
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I have then been mistaken." The 
agitation of his mind produced a 

violent attack of the jaundice, which 
lasted tw<? 1nonths ; a strong consti­
tution and the best 1nedical assistance 
enabled hjm to throw it off, but his 
n1ind received a wound which never 

could be entirely healed, and at that 
time he first experienced those fits of 
inquietude, anxiety, and restlessness, 
which many years after amounted to 
complete insanity. 

As soon as he was able to take 
exercise, his physicians ordered him 
to travel, and in the course of some 
n1onths, the change of scene had re­
n10vecl part of the heavy wei0 l1t fro1n 
his heart; he took s01nc p:-.::asure 
in the no,-elties that nresentcd thern-

L 

selves to his observation, and in so-
ciety son1eli1nes appeared gay and 
tlionghtli2ss, but as he ,,·ell reu1arked 
in bis rnanuscript, "It ofttn happens, 
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that the mon1entary g1ow of anie-wted 
conversation conceals the most ckep­
ly woundut spirit." I-Ie gave a long 
and enterta:ning account of his tra­
Yeh., \vith novv an<l then an anecdote 
\i hich she\\·ed ho\v little he h,l<.l pro­
fit~d by the n1i!>fo~·tunc~~ brot.:f;ht 
upon him by his procrastinating tem­
per, These however I do not recol­
lect sufficiently to relate with accu­
racy, and shall therefore proceed to 
what I do remember . 

. After travelling tvvo years in France 
and Spain, he returned hon1e, and 
found his fan1ily in great aftlictirn1. 
l-Iis father ha<l been attacked bv a ., 
paralytic stroke the day before his ar­
rival., and bad not recovered either his 
speech 01· senses, and the physicians 
had no hop~s of l~is life. Ilenry loved 
his father., \Vho bad ever been a most 
indulgent parei1t, v;ith the stronge"t, 
truest ufiection.; ht \-Yas then fure 
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sincerely g.-1e1·ed at finding hi1n in 

this n1elancholy state, but his sorrow 

v.ras not of that wild, outrageous sort, 

which he e::nerienced on those oc-
J.. 

<'asions when he had to reproach 

himself with being th~ cause of the 

misfortun-:; he deplored: aiic1 v:hen 

his father, after lingering without 

sense ten days, at length ceased to 

exist, llenry was able to assist in 

consoling his mother, and to save her­

the trouble of looking over papers 

and arranging accounts. 

By the death of his father, IIenry 

cmne into possession of a large pro­

perty, which the benevolence of his 

disposition would have led hi1n to 

1nake a good use of, but his kindest 

intention&- were frequently counter­

acted by the unconquerable indolence 

which governed him, and which 

must also ha,;e been the ruin of his 

commercial interests, had he not rnet 
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with a series of extraor<linary good 
fortune. In the 1n~nuscript were 
related a great n uri, ber of 1nelan­
cho!y stories of deserving persons 
who had been injured, by his sad 
propensity "to put off till to-1norrow 
,rhat ought to be done to-day." 
One on1y I shall n1ention, as it 
led to events of the greatest in1por­
tance. 

Amongst the many families 1n 
which Henry beca1n-e intimate on 
his return from his travels, was that 
of Signor Pietro Lombardini, an old 
fi iend of his father, to \vho1n he had 
rendered some important services in 
the early part of his life. IIis daugh­
ter Leonora had been educated at the 
sa111e convent ;vith Loujua, where 
they were as re:::.1arkahle for their at­
tachment to each other_, as for the 
n1an y good qu;.i I ities they possessed 
:i.bove their cornp:u1ions. lfenrv r~-

• I 

I 
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membered to have seen Leonora, 

,,,l1E~n he visited his sister in the par­

lour of their convent, and felt pleased 

in renewing his acq ..iainL3nce with 

one who1n he had thought so a1niable. 

His partiality increased with his 

knowledge of Leonora's chatacter, 

and in a short time a marriage be­

tween them was agreed on, to the 

universal satisfaction of the friends of 

both families. While preparations 

were niaking for the wedding, the 

father of Leonora ( who was a great 

merchant) received the disagreeable 

intelligence that two of his ships 

from tbe Levant, richly lad~n with 

the choicest commodities of the East, 

had foundered in a dreadful ~torm 

near the coast of Af1 ica, and urSor­

tunate]y he was so ci1cumstanced at 

that particular ti1ne, as to have a large 

sun1 of money to pay down in a few 

·davs. His character and credit de~ ., 
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pended on punctuality in this busi­
ness: and for the first time in his life 
l1e was obliged to have recourse to 
the kindness of his friends. 'J\yo of 
them immediately assisted him with 
the gre3test alacrity; Henry 1,,yas the 
third to whom he applied, and fro111 
him he naturaliy expected the most 
considerable aid. I--Ie had not at the 
111ornent a sufficient sum bv him to ., 
ans\Yer the purposes of Signor Pietro, 
but ffith all that n-arrnth of dfcction 
"·hich he really felt, pron1 is d that 
the remainder should be rcadv 011 the 

" day of payment. The old n1crcbant, 
knowing tlie prosperous state of 
IIenry's affairs, and the many c1aims 
"h ich he had on his gratitude, as 
well as his attachment to his daugh­
ter, felt perfectly satisfied Yrith thi5 
promise, and took no further trouble 
on the sul~ject. IIenry lost no time 
ju arrangH:g 1natters for procuring 

• 
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tbis n1oney ; he exarnined the ac­
counts of sun1s dqe to him, con­
sidered who wou1<l be the person n1ost 
proper to apply to, and determined 
to go to b1111 next morning: but 
next 1norning he deferred going till 
too ]ate, and thought a day's delay 
could be of no consequence, as the 
111oney was not to he paid for a week. 
In this manner he put it off fron1 day 
to day, so111etimes forgetting, and 
sometimes procrastinating, until the 
very day on which the 1noney was to 
Le paid. Early in the 1norning, the 
ol<l 1nerchant (Yrho had hitherto reJ 
fraine<l to mention it fro1n motives of 
<lelicacy) wrote to remind him of his 
prmnise, which IIenry recollected 
\vith much confusion: he then went 
to all the persons whom he had 
thought of, but unfortunate] y not 
one of these was able to supply hi1n 
,, ith so large a sum in a rnon1ent. I-le 
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spent the whole morning in vainly 
seeking what a few days notice would 
have procured hi111 without d.fl1culty, 
and when he returned hon1e in the 
afternoon, fatigued, disappointed, and 
ashamed of his ill success, he found 
a note from Leonora, intreating him, 
if he could not supply the 1noney, 
at least to go to the hard-harted cre­
ditor, and gain a little time for her 
father ,vho was ill. For once in his 
life Henry ~nade no delay. He Vi'Cnt 
instantly, and employed every art of 
persuasion to induce the ill-natured 
n1au to acc:ept of his security for the 
u10ney being paid in less than a fort­
n1ght; but aH to no purpo~e, for this 
second Shylork was actuated more by 
n1alice than a1Jy other motive. Tl1e 
l\ retcl1ed Her "Y now discovered, that 
his prc~1, ·~tinat ing tc~mper had thrown 
the fr~ci ~1 >f his deceased parent, the 
father of Leonora, into the power of 
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an implacable enemy. In returning 
he passed by the house of Lo1nbardi­
ni, but had not courage to enter it, 
and going hon1e im1nediately, ,vrote a 
long and pathetic letter to his daugh­
ter, giving an account of his ill suc­
cesi;:, and endeavouring to deprecate 
her anger. 

1\vo hours having passed without 
an ans,ver, 1-Ienry could no longer 
withstand his impatient anxiety ; but 
on going to the house of Signor Pietro., 
he was infonned that he had expired 
half an hour before, and that his 
death proceeded fron1 the bursting of 
a Lloo<l-vessel, occasioned by agita­
tion of mind. I-lenry returned to 
his o,vn house in a state of mind 
1no~·e e'1sy to imagine tI an descnbe. 
In the 1,.1on ing he called to enquire 
after the Lmnbardini family. Day 
after <lay lie ,-ras at tlieir door, but 
could gain no ad1nission ; and at 

K 
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length the brother of Leonora wrote 
to request he would cease to give 
himself the trouble of coming to that 
house, as his sister cou1d never think 
of marrying the man \vhose want of 
friendship to her father ha<l been the 
cause of his death. 

Whilst Henry was overwhelmed 
with grief at this severe disappoint­
ment_, a person arrived from his mo­
ther's villa (about twenty miles fron1 
Leghorn), to say that she desired to 
see him immediately. The violence· 
of his emotions prevented his attend­
ing to this 1nessage, and \tvhen it ,,vas. 
repeated to hi1n by his servant an 
hqur after, he thought he 1night ~s 
well delay going till the next morn­
ing, forgetting that almost every ho1n· 
since the death of Lombar<lini, he 
had repeated to himself that he ne-rer 
\\ou1<l procrastinate more. In the 
midJle of the night, \-vhen all the 

I 
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inhabitants of Henry's house except 
the unhappy master, were sunk in 
deep repose, a violent ringing at the 
gate roused them, and a messenger 
in a great haste announced, that if 
Henry wished to see his mother alive, 
he 1nust initantly set out. As he had 
not taken off his clothes, he was soon 
ready to depart; but when he arrived, 
he found that his mother (who had 
been attacked by a fever a .week be­
fore) had just ceased to exist, and 
that her last breath pronounced his 
name. This accumulation of misfor­
tune was too much for his already 
disturbed intellects. He was imme­
diately ~eized with the most dreadful 
insanity, and continued in that state 
upwards of two years. On his reco­
very he found that Leonora and 
Louisa had both taken the veil, and 
he determined to seek an abode in 
son1e new place, re1note from the 
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haunts of n1en. Such \Yere tbe 111e­
lanchol y causes which drove him to 
that forest ,Yhere we f~1et hi111 : n such 
an extraordinary 1nanncr. 

Here ])an1el endeu this sac1 story, 
which affected us all very n uch ; Lut 
\vhat affected us still n1ore, w his 
declaration, that his stori.;: wt ·1~ at 
an end till the month of J\1ay, w,ien 
he hop l to resume them. I af:sure 
you some of us had tears in our <'} cs 
in listening to this bad news. i e ~-

tried to comfort us, by a prou 1i.; 

that we should still have our trt-a of 
fruit or .c~kes; but I do not tL 11tk 
there were three among us, . ·ho 
would llOt have been CtJntent to re-• 
siga · 2 eatables, if we could ~rnve. 
rctai1 .. cd d ie other part of our e t.: l'­

tuinn1ent. 

i THE END. 
• 

Prmlt'd, by R,diarcl Tay lor a,:,.! Co.~ ', •lw,e. 
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