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ADVERTISEMENT. 

T H IS ftory has been lately 

publi!hed, amongft other 

works of a very different nattire, 

by M. de St. Pierre, who refided 

in the country which it defcribes, 

and was well acquainted with the 

principal f1B:s. They are gene

rally known in the Ifle of France, 

and by many perfons at Paris, 

where foine individ u a1s of Mada1ne 

de la Tour's fan1ily ftill exift. I ts or

na1nents - are the landfcape -

the climate,-and the natural hif

tory of the Torrid Zone, . obferved 

with the eye of tafte, and delineated 

with the accuracy of philof ophical 

knowledge. It is a paftoral, of 
A 3 ,vl1icl1 
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which the fab1e and the n1achl=-
nery may be faid to be equally 

real. 

To thefe are added, the enlarged 

views, the pure vein of moral in
firuction, and the fublime ideas of 

religion, which characterize the 
pen of M. de St. Pierre.. The 

tranflator feels a pleafure in paying 

this homage to fo amiable a wri

ter; and it i5 only the beauty of 

his ftyle that he mentions with un

willingnefs, as he has been fo little 

able to infufe it into his own. 

• The Linnrean names of animals 

and plants are added at the bot

tom of the page, where it feemed 

requifite, and it could be done 

with tolerable certainty. 

THE 
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T H E 

P R E F A C E~ 

IN this little work I have had 

fome great objects in view. 

I have endeavoured to defcribe 

a foil and productions different 

from thofe which we have in 

Europe. Our poets had fo long 

reclined their lovers upon the 

banks of rivulets, in green mea

dows, and under the .fhade of the 

beech, 
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beech, that I wifhed to find a 

new fcene for 1nine, upon the fea

fhore, at the foot of rocks, and 

over!hadowed by palms, bananas, 

and flowering citron-trees. 

If the other part of the world 

had produced poets i ike Theocri

tus and Virgil, we !hould have 

had pictures of it as interefting as 

thofe of onr own country. Tra

vellers of tafte, it is true, have 

given us enchanting defcriptio~s 

of fome of the Southern Iflands; 

but the manners of the inhabi

tants, and ftill 1nore thofe of the 

Europeans who land there, often 

fpoil the landfcape. 

To 
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To the natural beauties which 

are to be met with between the tro

pics, I wiilied to join the moral 

beauty of a fmall fociety. I pur

pof ed alf o to f et certain truths in a 

ihong light, and, amongft others, 

the following-That our happi

nefs confifts in making nature and 

virtue the rule of our life. -I 

was not, however, obliged to in

fert a fable, in order to reprefent 

the happinefs of families. I can 

with truth afrert, that thofe which 

I fhall defcribe have really exifted., 

and that all the principal ev:ents 

of their hiftory are true. They 

have been certified to me by many 

6 of 
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(r.;f the inhabitants, with whom I 

was acquainted in the Ifie of 

France. I have only added fo1ne 

indifferent circumftances; and they, 

as they are perfonal, and relate to 

myfelf, have fo far alfo a reality. 

After I had made an im

perfecl: fketch :0f this little paf

toral, as it may be -called, I <le

.fired a lady who n1ixed with the 

fafhionable world, and fo1ne men 

who lived remote from it, to hear 

it read, that I might fee the ef- · 

f-ect it would have upon fuch dif

ferent characters. I had the fa

tisfacl:ion to find that they all 

fued tears. I could gather no 

§ further 
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ftirther opinion of it from them, 

and indeed I ~ defired no other • 

But, as great pref umption 
. 
1S 

fometimes the confequence of 

inconfiderable talents, the fuccefs 

I n1et with inf pi red me with the 

vanity to give to my work the 

title of CJ'ableau de la Nature. For

tunately for me, I reflecl:ed on 

the fmall part of Nature's works 

which were known to me even "in 

the climate in which I was born ; 

I recollected her various, rich, 

beautiful, magnificent, myfterious 

productions, in thofe countries 

which I only faw as a traveller, 

and felt my own want of obferva-

tion., 
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tion, tafte, and power of language 

to underftand, and to defcribe 

them. Thefe reflections deter

mined me to indude this feeble 

effay under the name and at the 

end of my Etudes de la Nature, 

which have been fo favourably re

ceived by the public, hoping that 

the title, at the fame time that it 

made thern recollect my inability, 

might remind them alfo of their 

indulgence. 

PAUL 



p Au L AND MA RY. 

0 N the eaitern fide of the 

n1ountain which rifes behind 

the town of Port Lewis, in the 

!< Ifie of France, are the re1nains 

of two finall cottages, upon a 

tract 

· The Ifie of France is in latitude 

20. 22 fouth; longitude, from Paris, eaft 

54· 40. It is about 37 miles long, and 

26 broad. It was firft difcovered by the 

Portuguefe, and was afterwards in the pof

fcffion of the Dutch; it was abandoned by 

Vo L, I. B thel)l 
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trace of ground which appears to

have been formerly cultivatedo 

They are fituated nearly in the 

center; of a valley.,, inclofed' 0~1 a ·1 

fides by high rocks, excepting 

only one paffa;e to the North. 

From this opening is feen the 

thein in 1712. The French, who had fer 

fome time inhabited the Ifie of Bourbon 

in its neighbourhocd, embnced this op

portunity of encreafil"r_; their fettlement. 

It feems, by fre acc~unts of the Abbe 

ue la Cai-Ile, and M. de R::usainvine, to 

refemble Otaheite, and other i:ffonds in the 

Pacific Ocean. It is ber."tifully wooded, 

mountainous, rocky, and full of fprings; 

is furrounded by a coral reef, and prefents 

many appearances of the volcanic kind. 

The Bay of the Tomb, and the Cape. 

of Misfortune, are mentioned by the Abbe; 

,le la Caille. 

town 
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rown of Port Lewis on the left; 
and the mountain which lies at the 
back of it, called the * Morne de 
la Deccuverte, frorn whence fignals 
are given to fuch veffels as arrive 
at the port: on the right is an 
(}Xtenfive ,?iew of the diftrict of 
Parnplen1ouife, the road which 
leads to it fro1n the town, its 
church rifing arnidfr rows of bam
boo plants in a vc1fr plain, and 
forefl:s whic!1 extend to the ex
tremity of the ifiand. I1nme
diately in front is the Bay of 
the Sepulchre, of which the Cape, 
called the Unfcrtunate, forn1s one 
fide ; all b.~youl is open fea, ex
cepting a few ifi2.nds lying level, 

• The Mountain of Difcovery • . 

B 2 with 
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... with the water, and the point of 

IV1ira , which ftands in the waves 

' like a bafrion. 
At the entrance of this chafn1, 

fro:11 whence fo many objects open 
to the view, the found. of the 
,,,_·inds which fhake the forefts, 
::ind of the waves which dafh 
11pon the breakers, is continually 
repeated by the echoes of the 
1nountain ; but within, by the fide 
of the cottages, no noi fe is heard, 
and nothing prefents irfdf to the 
view· but the fteep rocks which 
e:1compafs the valley, the lofty 
woods which border them, and 

~h~ fmaller trees which gro\V out 
of their clefts, and overhang their 
high tops . The rain, which is 
at~racted by then1, often ,refleB:s 

the 
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the colours of the rainbow upon 

the dark foliage of their fides, 

and feeds the fprings, which riG.ng 

at their b~fe, fo rm the little river 

J_.atana. All around is perfect 

ftillnefs-the air, the light, the 

water, every thing is calm. The 

echoes fcarcely return the found 

of the palm-trees which grow on 

the high cliffs, and whofe ftems 

are continually waving in the 

wind. A tender day lights the 

bottom of the valley, which the 

fun does not reach till nooo ; but 

his firil: rays {hike upon the 1noun

tain, and its craggy points, rifing 

above the fhade, glow with gold 

an<l purple upon the clear azure 

of the {ky. This f pot, in which 

one may at once enjoy fuch bound--

B 3 lcfs 
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lefs views, and fuch profound rn
ti remen t., J often vifited with plea
frire. 

One day, as I was fitting by the 
cottages, and contemplating their 
decay, a rnan in years ha_I)pened to 
pafs near them. He was, accord
ing to the cuftom of the old iJ1-

habitan ts, dre.ffed in a ihort waift
coat and long trowfers, and he 
was without fhoes. He fupported 
hi1nfelf with an ebony ftick ; a 
noble fimplicity marked his coun
tenance, and hi.s hafr was entirely 
white. I made a refpecl:ful bow 
to him; he returned it, and hav
jng confidered me a moment, he 
came forwards, and placed hi1n
frlf by me, upon the bank where 
.I .was fitting. 

."Encouraged 



t 

l , a 
~ncouraged by this appearance 

of confidence, I ventured to ad

<lrefs n1yfelf to him, and to a!k 

him if he knew bv who 1n the two 

cottages had been formerly inha

bited? '' Twenty years a~o," he 

,nfwered, •cc thefe ruins, thefe 

wafre lands, were occupied by two 

families who had here found ha;,

,pinefs. Their ftory is affecting; 

but in this iOand, which lies in 

the pauage to the Indies, what 

E\llropean feels interefted in the 

·concerns of obfcure individuals ? 

Not one amongft them would even 

accept of a life of h:ippinefs in 

this f pot, with the condition of 

remaining poor and unknown. 

Men only enquire into the hiftory 

B 4 •of 
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of kings and 1ninifrers, which is 

of no ufe to any one." 

" From your 1nanner and con

Vt ifation," I faid, " it is eafy to 

perceive that you have had much 

experience of the world. If you 

have time, you wilJ 1nuch oblige 

1ne, by relating what you know 
of the ancient inhabitants of this 

defert; and be a!Tured that no 

1nan is fo depraved by the com

n1erce of the world, as not to 

hear with pleafure of the happi

nefs that arifes from fimple nature 

and virtue." After leaning his 

head upon his hands for fome 

time, and paufing like one who 

is endeavouring to recollect oc
currences long pafr, he gave me 

the following account. 

In 
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In the year 17 35, a young man,. 

a native of Normandy, named 

M. de la Tour, after having fo

licited government for military 

en1ployment, and his family for 

pecuniary affifrance, and both 

equally in vain, refolved to come 

and feek his fortune in this ifland. 

He had with him a young woman, 

whom he paffionately loved, and 

who had for him an equal af

feB:ion. She was of an ancient 

and opulent fa1nily in his pro

vince, and he had married her 

privately, and without portion, 

her relations being averfe to the 

alliance, becaufe he was not of 

noble extraB:ion. I-le left her at 

Port Lewis in this ifland, and 

e!l)barked for Madagafcar, with 
the 
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.we hope of buying fon1e negroes., 
and of returning immediately
hither to erect a dwelling. He 
landed at Madagafcar in the un
healthy feafon, nhic11 begins about 
the m iddle cf October; and foon 
after his arrival he d ied of one 
of thofe peflilential fevers to which 
the climate is fubjecl:, and which 
will for ever hinder the Euro
peans from 1naking any pern1a
nent eftabli.fhn1ent upon the ifland" 
The effects he haJ brought with 
J1i1n were dif perfed after his death, 
as it generally happens to thofe 
who die out of their own coun
try. 

His wife, who had remained in 
the Ifie of France, was now a 
widow, expecting foon to lie in-> 

fue 

J 
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ihe was in a country where {he hacl 

.neither letters of credit, or of re

c01nmendation, ~.nd her whole pro

perty confifced of one fe1nale ne

gro. .L\fter l0fing the 1nan ihe 

had fo entirely loved, {he would 

folicit noJaffiD:ance fr01n any other, 

and misfortune feen1ed to give her 

courage: :!he re fol ved therefore., 

with the help of her negro, to.cul

tivate a fmall piece of ~round, and 

endeavour by that means to pro

cure a fubfiftc:nce. 

In an iiland almoft defer(, the 

land of which was open to every 

body, !he did not enquire for t;1e 

.moft fertile diftricts, or thofe 1noft 

favorable to commerce; but feek

:og only, in the recefs of fome 

.mountain, a fecret refuge, in which 
fue 
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1he might live unknown and un
difturbed, !he directed her fteps to 
thefe rocks, and retired to them as 
a bird fteals to its neft. Diftrerr 
and tender minds are ever, in their 
affliction, led by a fort of infl:inB: 
to take !helter in wild and deferted 
fpots, as if they expected that the 
rocks ihould prove a rampart a
gainfr 1nisfortune, and tht cal1:n 
fcenes of nature give peace to 
the painful agitations of the foul. 
But Providence, ever ready to yield 
us fuccour, when our defires are 
confined within juft bounds, had 
referved for Madame de la 1'our a 

bleffing, which neither rank nor 
riches can beftow-A friend ! 

This fpot had been inhabited' 

for about a year by a kind and 
amiable 
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amiable woman named Margaret; 

fhe was the daughter of an honeft 

farmer, and born in Brittany; be

loved by her parents, and happy 

till ibe placed a mifl:aken co~fi

dence in a gentleman who lived 

near them, who pr01nifed to marry 

her. He betrayed and deferted her; 

he left her with child, and even 

refuf ed to 1nake any provifion for 

the infant. She refolved to quit 

her native village for ever, and to 

conceal her weaknefs in a diftant 

colony; far rernoved from her own 

country, where fl1e had loft her 

reputation : her or.l y portion, an 

old negro, whom fhe had bought 

with a finall furn of borrowed mo

ney, aifiited her in the cultiva-
tion 
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ti0n of a little corner of land in: 
this place. 

Vvhen r Iadame de la Tour, ac-. 
companied by her female flave, 
came to this fpot, ilie found Mar-... 
garet here, who had not at that' 
time we2.neJ her child. It wa, a 

great fa~i~faecion to her to meet 
with a WOi~1an in ci1 cun1ftance! 
which feemed fo greatly to refem
ble her ov .. r;. fv'Iadame de la Tour 
related, in few words, her paft mif
fortunes and her prefent neceffi
ties. rv1argaret was 1nuch affecced 
at the reciLal ; and, defiring rather 
to dderve her frien2Ih::J, than to 
acquire refpe:1, Ihe 2ck11owledged, 
wi~hout relerve, the imprudence 
of which fi1e had been guilty-; 

3 "A! 
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,, As for me,'' faid fhe, " I de
ferved my fate-But you, 1nadam, 

that have e\'er been difcreet and 

virtuous, that you fu~uld be un

fortunate l "-anJ with tears in her 
eyes fhe offered her cottage and 

her fervices. 1\/Iadame de la Tour, 

touched with fo kind a reception, 

embraced her, and faid, c! I· truf1c 

that my fufferings will now end, 

fince f-leaven has :nfpired you with 

more cornpafiion for me than I' 
have ever found frorn 1ny own re-

lations." 

I was v,ell acqu~inted with Mar-
garet; for tho' I live in the woods., 
at the cif.:ance or a lea~ue and a 

C, 

half frc1n this Dl: ce, I cun!idered . 
1nyfdf as her :--cig:1coer. In the-

cities of Europe, a ftrect, a fingle 

wall, 
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wall, n1ay hinder the individuah 

of the fame fa1nily from having 

any intercourfe during whole 

years ; but in a new colony, 

thofe who are only feparated by 

woods and rnountains think them

felves neighbours; at that time too, 

when the ifland had but little corn

n1erce with India, mere neigh

bourhood gave a title to friend

fhip, and hofpitality to fhangers 

was both a duty and a pleafure. As 

foon as I heard that my neighbour 

had an inmate, I went to fee her, 
that I might offer my affiftance to 
them both. 

Madame de la Tour had a very 

interefting countenance, marked 

ftrongly with melancholy, and of 

much dignity. She was then near 

9 the 
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the time of her lying-in. I told the 

two ladies that it would be advife

able, for the fake of their children, 

but chiefly to prevent any other 

perfon from fettling there, that they 

ihould 1nake a regular divifion be

tween the1n of the bottom of thii 

valiey, which contains about twen .. 

ty acres. 

They referred the divifion of 

it to 1ne, and I made the two 

lots as equal as I could. One 

comprehended the upper part of 

this enclofure, fron1 that point of 

rock, now covered with clouds, 

where the river Latana rifes, to 

the deep cleft that is at the top of 

.the mountain, and which is called 

the ernbrafure, becaufe it has fome 

v oL. I. C refem-
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Tefemblance to that part of fortifi
c.arion. The foil is fo full of rocks 
and fiffures that one can hardly 
walk over it; yet it produces 
large trees, and is full of little 
frreams and fprings. The other 
divifion included the lower part, 
which extends along the banks of 
the river Latana, to the opening 
where we now are, through which 
it continues its courfe between two 
hills till it falls into the fea. There 
are, it is true, in this lower part 
fome flips of 1neadow-land, and 
fome level ground; but it is 
fcarcely any better than the other; 
for in the rainy feafon it is marfhy, 
and in the dry months it is a ftiff 
day. If a trench is to be opened 

3 at 
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~t that time., it is neceffary to ufe a 

mattock. 

After I had 1narked out the 

ground, I perfuaded the ladies to 

draw lots. T lie upper part fell to 

Iv1adame de la Tour; the lower to 

Margaret; they were both perfectly 

fatisfied with their !hares; but de

fired me to contrive that their habi

tations n1ight not be di!l:ant. " We 

. n1ufr be together," faid they, " to 

·help or.e another, and talk to one 

another." It was neceifary for 

each, however, to have their fe

parate dwelling. Margaret's hut 

was in the middle of the valley, 

j ufr upon the boundary of her OW'l 

1and. I caufed another hut to be 

built clofe by it, but upon the ter
r itory of Madame de la Tour; the 

C 2 two 
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two friends were therefore, as they 
had defired, near one another, and 
yet each was upon her own domain. 
I myfelf cut rafters and brought 
them from the hill, and gathered 
leaves of the % viburnum upon the 
coaft, to conftruct the two dwel
lings, which have now neither 
door nor roof. But alas, there re
n1ains frill enough to bring back 
pcdl: fcenes, and nourifl1 painful 
recollections ! Time, which fo ra
pidly defiroys the monuments of 
empires, has, in this defert, re
fpect:ed thofe of friendfhip, to per
petuate regrets, which can never 
end but with my life. 

The fecond hut was fcarcely 
finiihed before Madame de la 

~ Lantana Camara Linn, 
Tour 
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t ·our was brought-to-bed of a · 

c.~~ug:1ter. I had been godfather 

to tv1argaret's child, wl10 was call

ed Paul: l\1adame de la Tour 

deGred ;ne, conjointly with her 

friend, to name he r litde girl. 

l\1argaret chofe tL~ name of rviary. 
" I truft {he will be happy," faicl 

f\t!argaret, " for fhe will be vir

tuous; I did not know n1isfortune · 

whi:1c I continued fo ." 
By the time that Madame de la. 

Tour had recovered her lying-in, 

the two dwellings began to be a 

little comfortable; r-artly by 1neans 

of the amrlance which J g,1ve fr01n 

tin1e to time, but 1A1ore particular

ly fron1 the unren1itted labour of 

their il1v~s . Dorningo, which was · 

the n:ime of Marg1.1 ~ .'s negro, 

C 3 
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was a * Jail of black, and though 
advanced in years, was fl:rong and 
abl-e to work; he had a great fhare 
of natural good fenfe, and had had 
much experience in the cultiva
t~ of land. He worked equally 
upon both the territories; choof
ing the 1noft fertile fpots, anal 
putting in the feeds and plants 
which feemed mofi: adapted to the 
different foils. He fowed the 
poor land with milJet and 1naize; 
the befi: he referved for a little 
wheat : in the low and mar!11y 
part he gene.rally had a crop of 

..t Of the kingdom of Oualo, of which th! 

ifland of Senegal makes a part ; between 
the rivers Niger and Gambia. M. Adanfon 

fays they are above the middle fize, well 
made, h!lmane and hofpitab}e. . 

nee, 
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rice, and at the foot of the hill he 

put gourds, and pompions, and cu

cumbers to climb over the rocks; 

he planted * batates in the dry 

ground, where they fucceed beft 

and are fweeteft; cotton-trees upon 

the heights; fugar-canes in the 

{hong foils; flips of coffee upon 

the hills, where the grain is fmall, 

but of excellent flavour; along the 

river and by the huts, bananas, 

which give a thick fhade, and pro

duce long fhings of fruit in all 

the feafons of the year ; and a few 

roots of tobacco to charn1 their 

cares. He cut wood for them upon 

the hills, and levelled fome of the 

rougheft places arnongft the rocks> 

' Convolvulus Batatas, Lin. 
. 
1n 
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in order to open ways to the diffe
rent parts of the fa:-m. 

He did all this with intelligence, 
and with affiduity, becaufe he had 

the intereft of the fa1nily at heart. 

He was very much attached to his 
111iftrefs, and almoft equo.lly fo to 
Madame de la Tour, wnofe negro 
flave he had n1arried foon after· 
the birth of Mary; her name was 

Frances, and he tenderly loved 

her: fhe came from Madagafrar, 

where .fhe had, amongft other lit
tle trades, learnt the art of making 
bafkets, and a ftuff called pagnes, 

with a fort of recd, \vhich is found 
in the woods of this country. She 

was handy, neat, and perfrctly ho
ne.ft and faithful. She prep .... red 

the dinner., took care of the poul-

try, 



try, and fron1 time to time went 

· to Port Lewis to fell the fuperflui-

1es of the two fa::1ilies; which 

were however very inconfiderable" 

If you will add to thefe, two goats, 

which had been brought up with 

the children, and a g~·eat dog who 

guarded th~ln at night, you will 

liave a perfect idea of the whole· 

frock and revenue of the two little 

farms. 
As for the two ladies, they were 

continually employed in fpinning 

cot:on; and their work was a f uf

ficient provifion for themfelves 

~nd their fa1nilies ; but th~y were 

fo defritute of all foreign commo

dities, that they vnly put on :ihoes 

<?nee in the week, when they went 

to 1nafs, which they did early 
e·1ery 



every Sunday, at the church or 
Pamplemouffe, that you fee in the 
diftance. It is not fo near as the 
church of Port Lewis; but they 
feldo1n went to the town, from the 
fear of being treated with con
tempt, as their drefs was only of 
the common blue cloth of India, 
fuch as is worn by the Daves. Af
ter all, however, a little outward 
refpecl: is not to be put in compe
tition with domeftic comfort. If 
the ladies fuffered fome mortifica
tions abroad, they returned to their 
home with the greater fatisfacl:ion. 
As foon as Frances and Domingo 
perceived them, from this emi
nence, returning back upon the 
Pamplemouffe road, they ran down 
to meet the1n, and to help the1n 

to 
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to mount the hill. At their farn1 

they found a neat dwelling, and fer

vants equally affectionate and in

duftrious; and they enjoyed per

fect liberty, and rnany of the con

veniencies of life-, which were pur

chafed by their own labour. Them

felves, united by the fa1ne ntceffi

ties;, by a fimilarity in their 1nif

fortunes, and calling one another 

by the endearing nan1es of friend, 

companion, frfter ; they had but 

one will, one intereft, one table

every thing was in com1non be

tween them. And if fonner affec

tions, 1nore wann than thofe of 

friendfhip, were fo1neti1nes a

\\"' ken(;d in their hearts, a pure 

religion, and chafte morals, di

rected their thoughts to another 
life 
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]ife - as the flame rifes towards 
hec:.ven, when it has no Ion er anv 

u • 
nourifutnent ~pon earth. 

The duties of nature a.:1ded alfo· 
to the happinefs of their little fo 
ciety. Their mutuq.? frie,.,dfh ip 
was increafed by their r hilc ren

the offspring of !ove which had 
been equally unfortunate. They 
had a pleafure in purring them to

g~ther into . the fame b:nh and the 

fame cradle, and fometimes each 

n10ther gave fuck to the child of 

11er friend. cc 1\1 y dear 1\1 ~rgaret," 

Madame de la Tour ufed to fay, 
" we have each two children> and 
each of our children h:is nvo mo

thers." The buds that remain uoon 

two trees of the fame fpeci~s, which 

have loft their branches by a ftorm, 

produce 



produce fweeter fruit, if each is 

taken from its native plant and 

grafted upon its neighbour; and 

thefe two little ones, deprived of 

their relations, imbibed fentitnents 

more tender than thofe of fon 

and daughter, of brother and fifter., 

when the two friends who bore 

them changed their milk. Their 

1nothers began to talk of mar

rying the1n whilft they rocked 

their cradles; and this profpeB: of 

happinefs for them, with which 

they folaced their own affiicl:ion~, 

often ended in tears-one calling 

to mind all the evils which fhe had 

endured from the broken promife 

of her marriage; the other, the 

misfortunes which had follow-

. ed the conf ummation of hers. 

One, 
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One, lamenting the unhappinefs 
of a connection which was above 
her own rank in life; the other, 
reflecting on the confeq uences of 
her having defcended below it. 
But they comforted themfelves 
with thinking that one day their 
children, morefurtunate than them
felves, and far removed from Eu
rope and its cruel prejudices, 
would enjoy the fweets of lo\TJ 
.and the bldiings of equality. 

The two children began, in 
their earlieft infancy, to ihew for 
each other a very extraordinary 
attachment. Paul, in his mofr 
paffionate crying, was pacified as 
foon as he faw Mary ; if ihe was 
hurt, they had immediate notice 
.of it by his fcreams ; and the 

fweet 
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f weet child often concealed her 

pain, that Paul 1night not grieve 

for her. I never came here, that 

I did not fee both of them naked, 

according to the cuftom of the 

country, when they could hardly 

walk, holding one another by the 

hands and under the arms, like 

the figures which reprefent the 

conftellation of the twins. At 

night even they were not fepa

rated ; and they were generally 

found lying cheek to cheek, and 

breafr to breaft; their little hands 

about each other's neck, and afieep 

in one another's arms. 

When they could f peak, the 

firft names they learnt to give 

each other, were thof e of brother 

and fifter. If infancy has more 
tender 
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tender careffes, it has no names 
more fond. Their education frill 
ferved to increafe their affection, 
by directing it to their 1nutual 
wants. Very foon, all neat work, 
and whatever regarded their do
meftic arrangements, or their little 

: ruftic enrertainmen ts, became the 
employment of Mary, and fhe wa~ 
always rewarded with the admi
ration and careffes of her bro
ther. As for him, he was con
tinually in motion ; he dug in 
the garden with Domingo, or fol
lowed him to the hill with a 

hatchet to cut wood; and if by 
the way he faw a beautiful flower, 
or any fine fruit, or a neft of birds, 
he would fcale the highell tree 
to get them for hi$ fifter. vVhen-

I ever 
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ever you faw one of them, you 

n1ight be f ure that the other was 
not far off. One day, as I was 
con1ing down the hill, I faw Mary 
running towards the hoµfe, with 

her frock turned over her head, 

to keep off a hard fhower of rain. 

At a di!l:ance, I thought !he had 

been alone ; but when I came 

up to her, I found that !he had 

Paul with her under the fame 

fhelter, and both were fmiling at 

the umbrella which they had in

vented .-Their lovely faces under 
this hood, brought to n1y mind 
the two children of Leda, as they 

are reprefented in the fame fhell. 

Their whole ftudy was how to 

pleafe and to help one another. 

As to the reft, they were, like 
VoL. I. D other 
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other Creoles, entirely ignorant, 

and not able to wtite or read. 
They were perfec1:ly indifferent as 

to what had happened in other 
tin1es and in remote regions ; their 
curiofity was bounded by their 
own mountains: the extremitv of 

✓ 

their ifland was for them the end 
of the world, and they did not 
imagine that any place was more 
agreeable than that which they in

habited. Their affection for each 
other, and for their mothers, em

ployed all the energy of thefr 
hearts.. No ufekfs fcience had 
ever n1ade their tears flow; no 
tedious leifons of morality had 
ever wearied them. They did not 
know that it was forbid to rob,., 
becaufe they had every thing in 

c01nmon; 
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comtnon; nor that temperance 

was a duty, for of fitnple meats 

they eat what they chofe . They 

were never told not to lie, for 

they had noth1ng to conceal. The 

puniihments that Heaven prepares 

for difobe<lient children, had never 

been held out to the1n; fiEa1 duty, 

in them, had been produced by 

maternal affection.. \Vhat they 

knew of religion, had infpire<l 

thetn with a love fo r it; and, if 

they did not offer up long prayers 

at church, wherever thev were, !.:1 

the fields, or woods, or in the 

houfe, they raifed their innoce:,t 

hands to Heaven, and rearts [u l 

-of affection for their parents . ~o 

paired their infancy, like the beau-

ti ful dawn of a fi ne day. .. 
D 2 Thcv 

~ 
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They began now to 1hare the 
houfehold cares with their mo

thers. As foon as the cock an
nounced the firft light, Mary arofe 

and went to the neighbouring 
fpring for water, to prepare the 
breakfaft. Soon after, when the 
fun began to gild the tops of the 
mountains, Margaret and her fon 
came to Madame de la Tour's; 

they all faid a prayer together, 
and then made their firft meal : 
they often eat it before the door, 
fitting upon the grafs, under a 
canopy of bananas, whofe firm 

fruit furnifhed food ready pre-• 
pared, and its long fhining leaves 
ferved as linen for the table. 

Nouriihed with a wholef01ne and 

fucculent diet, the two children 

grew 
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grew rapidly, and, from the 1nild
nefs of their education, their coun

tenances expreffed nothing but pla

cid content and innocence. When 

Mary was but twelve years old, 

her fhape began to be formed, 
long golden trdfes adorned her 

head, ana her coral lips and blue 

eyes added a mild l uftre to the 

clear bloom of her co1nplexion ; 

they were animated with fmiles 

when fi1 e f poke; but when fhe was 

fi lent, they feemed naturally to 

t urn towards Heaven, which gave 

he m an expreffion of great fenfi
b il 1ty, and even a flight fhade of 

n1elanc holy. Paul, frill poffeffing 

all the grace~ of adolefcence, be

e;an to take a 1nanly form and cha

.- ,~rte r. f-Ie was tal1er than Mary, 

D 1 his .. 
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his ikin browner, his nofe more 
aquiline, and his eyes1 which were 
black., would perhaps have had too 
much fire., if the fringe of his 
long eyela!hes had not foftened 
1t. Though he was always in 
motion., as foon as his fifter ap
peared he was ftil1, and went to 
fit down by her; their meal was 
often began and ended without 
their having fpoken a word .. From 
their filence., their unaffected atti

tudes, and the beauty of their 
naked feet, one might have fup
pofed then1 to be an antique 
group, reprefenting two of the 
children of Niobe in white marble: 
but their looks, their fweet fmiles, 

gave one an idea of fome imagi
nary beings, f ome happy fpiri ts, 

whofe 
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whofe nature is love, and who are 

able to exprefs friendfhip and af

feB:ion without the help of words. 

Madame de la Tour's tender

nefs for her daughter increafed as 

the grew up, and £he became more 

anxious about her as her beauty 

unfolded. She often faid to 1ne, 

<< What would becmne of Mary., 

if I were to die, deftitute as £he is 

of fortune?" 

She had a. maiden aunt in France, 

a woman of quality, rich, old, and 

a devotee, who had fo unfeelingly 

refufed to give her any kind of 

affiftance when {he married Mon

fieur de la Tour, that !he had de

termined never again to have re

courfe to her, to whatever extre .. 

miry ihe might be reduced ; but 

D 4 now 
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now beco1ne a mother, parental 
affection made her wil1ing to rifk 
the mortification of being ref ufed. 
She wrote to her aunt, and gave 
her an account of the lofs of her 
hufband, the birth of her daughter, 
and of the prefent diftrefs of her 
fituation, in a foreign country, 
without any means of fupport, 
and having a child to provide for; 
but 1he received no anf wer. Ma
dame de la Tour polfeffed great 
firmnefs of mind; and now, above 
feeling humbled by the reproaches 
of a relation, who had never for
given her for marrying a man of 
an obfcure family, 1he took every 
opportunity of writing to her, with 
the hope of obtaining fome ad
vantage for Mary; but many years 

palfed 
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paff'ed away, and no notice was 

taken of her letters. 

At length, in the year 1746, 

when Monficur de la Bourdonaye, 

who had been made Governor, 

landed at the iiland, Madame de 

la Tour heard that he had a letter 

to deliver to her from her aunt. 

She hurried directly to Port Lewis, 

and, attentiveonl y to her daughter's 

interefts, !he thought not then of 

her drefs and appearance. M. de 

la Bourdonaye gave her the letter; 

which faid, that fhe had deferved 

her fate for marrying an adven• 

turer, whofe paffions and ill con

duct had brought their punifh

ment wich them ; and his prema

t ure death was to be confidered 

;;,s a juft judgment upon her; that 

fue 
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!he did wrll to remain in the co
lonies, rather than to return and 
<lilhonour her family in France ; 
but, after alJ, fhe was in a flourifh
ing ~ettlement, where thofe who 
were induftrious never failed to 
n1ake fortunes. lifter reproacA-
. ng her niece, fl1e concluded with ,. 
applauding herfelf, who had per
lifted in continuing fingle, fl1e 
fai =1, to avoid the unhappy con
fr quences which may generally 
be expected from n1arriage. The 
truth however was, that, being very 
ambitious, 1he would not marry 
into any famiJy that was not of 
high quality; and though ilie was 
rich, and that riches alone are 
reg:::rded at court, no man of rank 
had been inclined to an alliance 
... ,.~ . with 
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with a w01nan f o little agreeable 

in her perfon, az:id of a temper fo 

unamiable. 
She added, by way of poft

fcript, that, notwithftanding every 

thing, ihe had very ftrongly re

commended her to M. de la Bour

donaye. - She had indeed men

tioned her to him; but, accord-

ing to a cufton1, which is now 

very common, and which renders 

a friend more formidable than an 

open enemy, in order to juftify 

her own hand treatment of her 

niece, her expreffions, under the 

colour of pity, were in fact ca

lumnies. 

Madame de la Tour, whom no 

unprejudiced perfon could fee with

out being interefred., and feeling a 
ref peel: 
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ref peel: for her, was received by M. 
de la Bourdonaye with great cool
nefs, as he was frill under the in
fluence of thofe accounts which he 
had received from her aunt. When 
fhe explained to him her .fituation, 
and that of her daughter, he only 
anf we red in monofy llables -"We 
fhall fee-We fhall confider of it 
-In tirne, perhaps-There are fo 
n1any who are in diftrefied circum
ftances-It was a pity that you dif
obliged a refpecl:able rel ation
You were certainly in the wrong." 
Madame de la Tour returned home, 
her fpirits quite funk with d1 fop
pointrnent, and, in bitterncfs of 
heart, ihe threw the letter upon 
the table, and faid, " There, my 
dear friend ! is what I have obtain-

ed 
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td by eleven years of perfrverance." 

But, as Madame de la Tour was the 

only perfon in the houfe that could 

read, ilie took up the letter again, 

and read it aloud to all the family, 

who happened to be affe1nbled 

there. She had fcarcely fini.ihed, 

when Margaret eagerly exclaimed, 

" \Ve want nothing of your rela

tions- our heavenly Father has 

not forfaken us! Let us trufr in 

him; hitherto we have lived here 

happily. Why are you fo difcou

raged ?" But feeing M?..dame de la 

Tour in tears, .ihe threw her arms 

about her neck c1n<1 preffing her to 

her bcfom_cc My deareft friend! 

my deareft friend ! " fhe cried; and 

a paffion of tears prevented her 

from faying any rnore. Mary feeing 

them 
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the1n in this difl:refs, preffed their 
hands to h~r lips and to her heart, 
and wetted them with her tears. 
Paul's eyes were inflamed with 
rage; he bit his lips, and ftamped 
with his feet, not knowing how ro 
give vent to his paffion. Hearing 
founds of difrrefs, Fr;1nces and Do
mingo ran in, and now there was 
.an univerfal lamentation through
·out the houfe. '' Ivly dear lady!
my kind mill-refs !-1ny dear n1ama ! 
-don'tweep, don't be grieved." So 
many tender marks of friendfhip 
diffipated the fo1 row of fv1adame de 
la Tour. She took Paul and Mary 
in her arms, and, with an expref
fion of p!eaf u;e and fati~faction in 
her countenance, faid, cc Dear chi} .. 
oren ! you are the caufe of my 

4 grief; 
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grief; but you are all my comfort. 

Oh 1 my dear children ! farrow 

came to me from afar; but happi

nefs is here at home, and prefent 

to n1e." N f'.ither Paul nor Mary 

underftood what fl1e faid; but when 

they faw her compofed, they fmil

ed and kiifed her. The two fami

lies continued to live their ufual 

happy life, and this cloud paifed 

over, only like a ftorm in fummer. 

The children were continually 

!hewing frefh inftances of their ami ... 

able difpofition. One day, whilft 

their mothers were gone to n1afs 

at the church of Pamplemouife, 

as was their cuftom on Sunday 

morning, with the firft dawn, they 

found a Mulatto fiave under the 

bananas which furrounded their 
habita-



habitation. She was ,~orn to a 
fkeleton, and had nothing to cover 
her but a piece of fackcloth round 
her waift. She fe]l on her knees at 
the feet of Mary, who was going 
to prepare breakfaft for the fami 
ly, and implored her to take com
paffion on a fugitive nave. cc r 
have wandered a month," faid 
1he, " in thefe deferts, fa1nifhed 
with hunger, and often purfued by 
hunters and their dogs. I made my , 
efcape from my mafter, who is a 
wealthy planter upon the banks of 
the Black River. I now bear the 
marks of his cruelty to 1ne ; you 
mayftill fee upon my fhoulders the 
deep fears an-:l wounds which have 
been made by his ftripes. In my 
def pair I fhould have dcftroyed my-

fdf; 

. 
' . 
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felf; but, having heard of the 

family that lived here, I faid to 

myfelf, if there is yet any hu1na

nity to be found amongft the white 

in habitants of the ifland, I wiU 

refolve to live a little longer.» 

Mary, moved with her frory, 

endeavoured to comfort her, and 

gave her the breakfaft fhe had 

been preparing for the family, 

which !he eagerly devoured. When 

the cravings of hunger were fatif

fied, Mary told her that fhe was 

inclined to go with her to her 

mafter, and try to procure her par

don, and aiked her, if fhe would 

fhew her the way to his plantation . 

cc I am f ure," faid fhe, " that 

your mafl:er will be touched with 

compaffion for you, when he fe..,s 

VoL. I. E you," 
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you_." '' I will go any where with 

you," fhe anfwered, cc for you 
fee1n an angel from heaven." 

Mary called her brother to go with 

them, and the Mulatto conducted 

then1 over rocks and mountains, 

thro, thick woods, and to the fhores 

t)f broad rivers, which they were 

1')bliged to ford. At length, towards 

noon, they came down a fteep hill 

to the banks of the Black River, 
where they found a large houfr, 

~xtenfive plantations, and a num

ber of Gaves employed in various 
kinds of work. Their n1after was 

walking about amongfi them, with 

a pipe in his 1nouth, and a ratan 

in his hand. He was a tall hard

favoured man, of a dark com

plexion, with his eyes funk in 
his 
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his head, and large black eye◄ . 

brows. 

Mary, trembling with fear, and 
holding by her brother's arm, went 

t1p to him, and entreated him, for 

the love of Heaven, to pardon his 

poor nave, who was following them 

at a little diflance.., The planter 
did not at fir ft much attend to two 

children meanly dreffed; but when 

he had obferved the elegant form 

of rvtary, and., under a coarfe blue 

hood, feen her beautiful fair hair; 
when he had heard the foft found 

of her voice, which faltered when 

Hie fpoke to h i1n; he took his 

pipe out of his mouth, and> lift
ing up his ratan in the air, h~ 

fwore, with a horrid imprecation, 

'"hat hr gr1ntt>d a pardon to his 

E ?. ilave, 
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nave, not for the love of Heaven, 
but for the love of her. 

Upon this encouragement, Mary 
made figns to the M ub.cto, to come 

forward to her mafrer, and then ran 

directly away, and Paul after heP. 

They purf ued their road together, 
up the hill which they had come 

down; and \\ hen they had gained 

the f ummit, they fat down under a 
tree, quite overcome with fatigue-, 
and thirft, and want of food. Thef 
had been walking fro1n fun-rife:, 

and had travelled five leagues with
out tak1ng any nourifhment. "You 
1nufl: be faint with hunger, my 
dear .fifier," faid Paul; " we ihall 
find nothing to fatisfy it here; let 
us go back to the planter, and de

fire that he will give us fomething 
X to 

C 

t 
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to-eat.'' <,Ohno!" fne anfwered, 

"' l felt too much afraid of hi1n to 

return-and ·remen1ber my 1no

ther's proverb - " The bread of 

the wicked does not prof per." 

" What fhall we do then, my dear 

fifrer ? thefe trees bear no good 

fruit; there is not even a tarnarind 

or a citron to refrefh you." cc Let 

r.s truft in the providence of God," 

fhe anf wered; cc the young ra

vens cry to hitn for food, and he 

hears them." She had hardly 

pronounced the words, when they 

heard the found of water, falling 

from a neighbouring rock ; they 

went im1nediately to it, and, after 

having drank of the clear ftream, 

they eat fome creifes which they 

gathered upon its banks. 
E 3 Whilft 
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Whiift they were fearching f oi 

fome more folid nourifhment., 

Mary perceived a1nongfi: the forefr ... 

trees a young pal1netto. The 
heart or cabbage, which grows 
-amongft the leaves at the top of 
this tree, is a good food ; but tho' 

the ftem was not thicker than 2; 

n1an's leg, it was fixty feet high. 
'The wood is only compofed of 
long fibres 5 but the texture is fo 
hard, that it refifrs the fharpeft 
hatchet - } aul had not even a 

kn:F,:. At ltngth the idei of fct
t'ing t:re to it fuggefl~d itfelf to 
11im; but the want of a fleel was 

:rnother difficulty ; and indeed I 
believe that in this ifland, as fulf 
as it is of rock, there is fcarce!y a: 
flint to be fo md. Invention is the· 

offspring 
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offspring of neceffity, and we owe 

fome of our moft ufef ul difcove

ries to 1nen who have been in dif

trefs. Paul at lafi: tried the method 

which the negroes ufe to produce 

fire. Vvith the fharp point of a 

fi:one he drilled a hole in the dry 

br-anch of a tree, which he kept 

down with his feet; and then 

fh :1.rpening the end of a frick 

equally dry, oot of a different 

fpecies of \·vood, and putting the 

point into the hole, he twirled the 

flick rapidly becween the palms of 

h is hands ( as we ufe a n1i1l for cho

culatt) and in a few moments he 

faw forne f parks, and a little frnok.e 

1 ifc from the point of contact~ He 

t.1en collected drv r.rrafs and bran-
, 0 

< !:rs of trees, and fet the1n on fire 

E 4 under 
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under the palmetto, which foon feil 
with great force. T'he fire was 
now of ufe to diveft the cabbage 
of its long prickly leaves and fibres. 
They eat part of it raw, and the 
refr they roafted in the afhes, and 
in both ways it appeared to them 
equally delicious. Tliey 1nade their 
little frugal repaft with great de
light, from the fenfc of having been 
en1ployed in an aB: of benevo
lence; but their pleafure was in
terrupted by an apprehenfion, that 
{heir long abfence would caufe 
forne abrn1 to their n1others. 
Iv1ary was continually • expreffing 
this anxiety; Paul, who felt refred 
and refrefl1e<l, affured her that they 

,~hould foon get home, and re1nove 
all their fears. 

After 
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After dinner, however, they 

were involved in frefh difficulties 

-- They had no longer any guide 

to conduct them ho1ne; but Paul 

had never any ap;xehenfions, and 

he encouraged his fifter to fet 

out; telling her, that he knew the 

!ituation of their dwelling; that it 

was to the mid-day fun, and that he 

ihould find his way over the Moun

tain with Three Points, which 

tl1cy had croffed in the morning, 

and which lay before the1n. This 

mountain, is called the Mountain 

~rith Three Brea{h, becaufe the 

three points have that form. They 

defcended the north fide of the 

Black River hill; but afrnr half an 

hour's walk, they were ftopped by 

.a broad river which intercepted 

their 

.. 
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their way. This large diftricl: of the 
ifland, which is covered with wood, 
is fo little known, even to this 
da~ that many of its rivers and 
1nountains have yet no name. 
The river which frapped them, is 
a very rapid ftream, that runs over 
a bed of rock. Mary, terri+ied by 
the roaring of the water, was a
fraid to ford it. Paul took her up
on his back; " Do not be afraid," 
faid he, as he carried her over the 
flippery fton Ps, " when you arc 
with me, I feel my ftrength in
creafed; and if the planter upon the 
Black River had refufed your pe
tition, I ihould have fouf:ht with 
hi1n." cc Alas ! '' faid Mary, cc I 
expofed you then to a v\ icked 
and a powerful enem_y-I brought 

you 
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you into danger ! How difficult it 

is to do good ! " 
After Paul had cro!fed the river, 

he continued his way with his

fifter upon his back, in hopes to 

carry her up the mountain of 

Three Breafl:s, which was at the 

diftance of about half a league; 

but his ftrength foon failed, and 

he was obliged to fet her down, 
...; 

and to take refi. Mary, finding 

that the day w,iS far advanced, 

c. nd that fbe was too much fa

tigued to go any farther, per

fua<led Paul, who was frill able 

to walk, to leave her, and return 

home by himfelf to calin the ap

prehen Gons of their mothers. Paul 

,vould not quit her. " If the 

night fhould overtake us,'' foid 
he, 
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he, cc I will light a fire, and burn 
down fame palmettos; you .fhall 
eat the cabbage, and of the long 
leaves I will make a fhelter for you.,, 

Mary, however, after having 
taken a little reft, gathered fro111 
the trunk of an old tree, which 
bent over the -river, forne thick 
leaves of * Spleenwort, which 
hung from the ftem, and made 
thein into a fore of bufkin to bind 
round her feet, which were cut 
with the fl-ones ; for in her eager
nefs to ferve the poor l1ave, fhe 
had forgot to put on her !hoes. 
The coolnefs of the leaves relieved 
the pain; and, having broken a 

'-' Afp1enium Scolopendrium Linn. 

branch 
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branch of bamboo for a flick, ffie 

took that in one hand, and with 

t he other ieaned upon her brother, 

a nd in this manner they gently 

continued their way through the 

woods; but from the heighth of 

the trees, and the thicknefs of 

t heir foliage, they foon lofl fight 

of the Mountain of Three Breafts, 

which had been their guide, and 

e ven of the fun, which was now 

near fetting. 

After fame time, they had, with

out perceiving it, loft the track 

which they had followed before., 

and found themfelves in a laby-

·inth of wood, and cli1nbing plants, 

and rocks, through which they 

faw no path. Paul defired Mary 

to fit down, whilft he impati~ntly 
ran 



ran firft one way and then the 
other, to find fome opening thro' 
the thicket; but he toiled in vain. 
He climbed up a high tree, in 
hopes at leaft to fee the Mountain 
of Three Breafts, which had hi
therto been their direction ; buc 
he could perceive nothing round 
him, excepting the tops of trees, 
vhich ,vere illuminated by the 

laft rays of the fetting fun. The 
long fhadows of the hills already 
fpread acrofs the valley; the wind 
was funk; a profound filence reign
ed in the folitary defert ; and no 
found was heard but the braying 
of ftags, which came to feek 
fuel ter for the night in thefe re
n1ote forefts. With the hope that 
{ J.11e hunt~r might poffibly hear 

him, 



him, Paul began to call with a 

loud voice, cc Come to f uccour 

Marv l" - but he was anfwered 
J 

only by the echoes, which re ... 

peated her name. He defcended 

fr01n the tree, overcon1e with fa

tigue and difappointment, and be

gan to confider what methods 

fhould be taken for paffing the 

night there; but he found that 

there was no fountain near, no 

paln1ettos, and fcarccly any dry 

fticks to make a fire-all his re

fources fee1ned to fail him; and, 

oppreffed with the fenfe of their 

perilous fituation, he could not 

refrain fr01n tears. cc Be com

forted," faid Mary, " your dif

trds increafes n1ine. I am the 

--a.ure of all that we t)Qth fuffer, 
and 
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and I muft doubly feel it. I have 
alfo to reproJch myfelf for all the 
anxiety and apprehenfion which 
our mothers are now foffering ~t 

horne. We fhould not undertake, 
even what we think right, with
out confulting them, and I have 
ac1:cd very imprudently; but let 
us pray to the Almighty, and he 
wiH have con1paffion on us." 

Soon after they had fini!hed 
their prayer, they heard a dog 
bark: cc It is the dog of fome 
hunter," faid Paul, cc who comes 
to lie in wait for the deer at 
night." " It is impoffible," an
f wered Mary, " that we can be 
f o near home, and that this can 
be the foot of our own mountain ·; 
but yet, I think I know the tona, 

and 

b 



and that it is our own Tayo that 

barks." In faa, it was Tayo, 

and in a moment after he was at 

their feet, and leaping up, and 

fawning upon them. Before they 

had recovered the f urprife of fee

ing the dog, they perceived Do

mingo running towards themo 

The good old negro cried for 

joy that he had found them, and 

they only anf we red him with 

their tears ; none of them could, 

fpeak. 

When Domingo was a little 

compofed, he told them how 

much their mothers had been 

alarmed at their abfence. " I 

attended then1 to church," faid 

he, " and nothing could exceed 

their aftonifument, when they re 

VOL. I.. F turntd 
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turned and did not find you at 

home ; we enquired of Frances 

where you were gone, but ihe 

had been employed within, and 
could give no account of you. I 

ran firft to one place and then to 

another, not knowing which way 

to go. P .... t length, ,i< I took fome 

of your cloaths, and n1ade Tayo 

finell to them; he im1nediately 

began to queft upon your foot

fieps, as if he had underfl:ood what 

'I 1neant, and he followed the fcent 

* This in!lance of fagacity in ·nomii1go., 

and his dog Tayo, greatly refernbles that 

\vhich is related of the. favage Teweni!fa, 
a:1d his dog Oniah, by M. de Crevecreur, 

.in a work written with the moft benevolent 

,iews, intit:ed, Lettres d' .n Cu!tivatcur 
.. :~mericain. 



till he ltd n1e to the Black River; 

there, I heard from one of the in

habitants, that you had brought 

back a runaway mulatto in the 

morning, and that you had ob

tained her pardon - but f uch a 

pardon ! I faw her chained by 

the leg to a block of wood,, and 

with a three-f piked collar about 

her neck. Fro1n thence Tayo 

trc..ced you to the top of the hill 

by the Black River, where he 

fiopped and barked as loud as he 

could; it was near a f pring; there 

,v~re fo1ne afi1es frill fn1oking, 

~nd the ftem of a young palinetto 

lying on the ground; fro1n the 

hill, he at length conducted n1e 

hither. We are now at the foot 

of the Three-breafted Mountain, 

F ~ and 
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and f om- long leagnes from home<> 
Take fome of the refrefhments 
I have brought> to reftore your 
:ftrength., and then let us be gone.» 
They eat fome b:{cuits and fruit., 
and drank fome liquor made of 
wine> and lemon-juice> and fpices., 
with which their mothers had fi.Ued 
a large gourd. 

Mary grieved for the fate of 
the poor flave., and lamented many 
times, fighing, that it was fo diffi
!:ult to do good! 

During their repaft> Domingo 
fearched the rocks for a twifted, 
kind of plant called round-wood, 
-which has the remarkable property 
of burning whilft it is green, and 
giving a confiderable light; of 
this he made a flambeau., for it 

,x,,as 
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was already dark. But there was 

a much greater difficulty to en

counter than what ar.oie from the 
night; for Paul and his fifter were 

both f o 1nuch fatigued> and their 

feet f o f welled and fore .. that they 

could not walk any farther. Do-

1ningo was doubtful whether he 

fhould leave them by themfelves~ 

and go in fearch of f on1e a.ffift ... 
ance to carry them home, or whe

ther he fhould ftay and pats the 

night with thern in the fpot where 

they were : cc I reme1nber the 

time.,» faid he, cc when I carried 

you both in n1y arms at once;.. 

but now you are grown up, and 
I am become old." 

Whilft he was in this perplexity 
-what to do, a party of mulattoes 

F J paifcd 



[- 70 ] 

paired within a few yards of them .. 
Th_e chief of the troop came up 
to Paul and Mary, and faid, cc Be 
not afraid, good little Europeans; 
we faw you pafs this morning with 
one of the Black River fl aves ;, 
you went to implore her hard 
mafter to pardon her. In grati .. 
tude to you for the humanity you 
~hewed to our countrywoman, we 
Y:ill carry you home upon our 
fhoulders." He then called to 
fol1r of the ftrongeft of his fol
lowers; they contrived a fort of 
litter, with branches of trees and 
withes, and, having placed Paul 
:ind l\1ary upon it, they took it 
upon their ihoulders ; and Do-
1ningo going before with his 
lighted branch, they fet out amid ft 

the 
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the acclamations of all the troop. 

" You fee, my dear brother," faid 

Mary, " that Heaven leaves no 

good aB:ion unrewarded." 

1 t was midnight when they ar

rived at the foot of their own 

mountain. They faw feveral fires 

burning at the top of it; and 

before they had afcended half way, 

they heard voices calling out, " Is 

it you, my children; is it you?" 

The negroes and all anfwered 

with one voice, cc Yes ! here we 

are; here we are!" and they foon 

faw their mothers and Frances 

coming towards them with fire

brands in their hands. 

" My dear., dear children!" faid 

Madame de la Tour, cc what ago

nies of mind we have f uffered 

F 4 during 
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during your abfence ! Where have 
you been?" cc We went to the 
Black River," anfwered Mary, 
" to folicit the pardon of a run
away mulatto. She came this 
morning to us, almoft famifhed 
with hunger; I gave her our 
breakfaft, and then went with her 
to her mafter; and now fome of 
11er countrymen have brought us 
home on their .fhoulders." 

Madame de la Tour to@k her 
in her arms, but could not fpeak; 
and Mary, who felt her cheek 
wetted by her mother,s tears, faid, 
" I am amply repaid for all that I 
have endured.'' Margaret, tranf
ported with pleafure, preffed Paul 
to her bofom, calling him her 

dear 
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,dear child, and rejoicing that he 

_had been employed in a kind 

action. 
As foon as they arrived at home, 

they provided f0me f upper for the 

mulattoes, who madeaheartymeal; 

and then wifhing all poffible prof

perity and happinefs to the family:, 

they took their leave, and returned 

~gain to their woods. 

Every day, to the inhabitants of 

thefe little dwellings, was a day of 

peace and happinefs. They were 

never tormented by envy or am

bition, and the vain and empty 

fame of the world, obtained -fo of

ten by cabal, and loft by calumny, 

had never been the object of their 

willies. The teftimony of their 

own confcience was fufficient to 
them, 



I 
I I 
I 

[ 74 ] 
them, and they had no Judge of 
their aclions but the1nfe1ves. In 
this ifland, as in moil other Eu
ropean fcttlcrnents, curiofiry is 
only excited by tales of fcanda] ; 
and as for them, their naznes even, 
as well as their virtues, were un
known. 1 f by chance a traveller., 
on the road to Pamplemouife, en
quired of the inhabitants of the 
plain, who lived in the two· cot
tages upon the hill ? they anfwer
ed, though not perfonally acquaint
ed with the families, cc they be
long to worthy people." - The 
violet fpreads its perfume to a 
diftance, though it lies hid amongfr 
the bufhes. 

In their converfation, they ad
mitted not of Dander) which, un-

der 

' I 
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der a pretence of j uftice, neceffari-

ly dif pofes the mind to hatred or 

to falfehood; for it is in1poffible 

not to hate thofe whom you think 

wicked, or to live with the1n, and 

not conceal that hatred, under the 

appearance of friendfhip: f1anL:er 

n1uft therefore necefTarily fct us at 

variance with our neighbours, or 

with ourfelves. They, however, 

without judging of any individuals 

in particular, were only occupied 

with the 1neans of doing good to 

all in general; which, though their 

power was limited, gave them a 

benevolence of heart, that was al

ways ready to expand: and fo far 

were they from having . grown fa

vage in their folitary life, their 
tempers 
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tempers had become more gentle 
and humane. If the hifl:ory of the 
crimes and follies of ,nankind 
made no part of their converfa
tion, that of nature was a fource 
of continual delight and joy to 
thern. They adored the hand of 
Providence, which had directed 
their labours, and produced a
mongft their barren rocks, plen
ty, beauty, and aJl thofe pure and 
fimple pleafures which never cloy. 

Pau], at twelve years old, more 
robuft and more intelligent than an 
European at 15, had embellifhed 
what Domingo had -only cultivat
ed. He went with hi1n to the 
neighbouring wood, to take up 
young orange and citron .trees; 

tamarinds., 

tz 

cf 
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tamarinds, whofe round heads are 

of f uch lively green ; and * anno

nas, whofe fruit is fuU of a f weet 

and milky juice, and its flavour 

like the perfume of the orange .. 

flower. He planted fome of con

fiderable fize round the in-clof ure, 

and fowed feeds offuch trees as-bear 

fruit the fecond year - like· the 

t agathis, whofe long white flow

ers hang round it in clufters, and 

refemble the cryftal drops of a 

lufl:re; the lilac of Perfia,. which 

bears aloft its f piral garlands of a 
foft grey ; the t papayer, whofe 

undivided ftem, ftudded with 

green fruit, refembles a rough co-

• Annona auatica Linn. 

t .tEfchynomene grandiflora Linn. 

l Carica Papaya Linn. 

lumn), 



. r,·11 .,. Iumn, o wrncn t.1e cap1ta1 1s corn-
pofed of large leaves like thofe of 
the fig-tree. 

He planted alfo feeds and ker
nels of* badamiers, mangos, t Per
fian-bay, t guava, § bread-fruit, 
and II pome-rofe; and already en-
joyed their fruit and ihade. His 
laborious hands had made 1nany of 
the n1ofl barren fpots of the territory 
fertile : 1nany fpecies of the aloe; 
the+ Indian fig, loaded with flow
ers of yellow, ftreaked with red; and 
the prickly cereufes began to ap
pear above the dark points of the 

4 lllicium anifatum Linn. 
'f Laurus Perfica Linn. 
t Pfydium pyriforum Linn. 
§ Artocarpus Linn. 
II Eugenia Iambos Linn. 
+ Caclns opuntia Linn. 

X 

rocks, 

0 

t. 
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·1ocl(s, ftretching their heads· to ... 

. wards the long blue and fcarlet 

flowered creepers, which hung 
dropping over the cliffs. 

He had fo difpofed thefe diffe-. 

rent plants, that they were feen at, 

one view; thofe of low growth at. 

the bottom of the hill, next to. 

them fhrubs and finall trees, and 

· the talleft forts at the top, fo that . 

the whole inclofure, feen from its 

center, appeared an amphitheatre. 

of verdure, of fruits and flow

~rs, comprehending garden plants, 

flips of meadow, and little fields . 

of rice and wheat. But in the plan 

· which he followed, he did not de

vi ate from the indications of na

ture; he attended to the fituation 

which fuited the different plants, 

placing 
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placing thofe with winged feeds 
upon the high ground, and thofe 
with floating feeds by the water
fide; fo that each fpot nourifhed 
its genuine offspring, and was em
belliihed by its own peculiar or
naments. The waters, which rife 
in the mountain, formed fprings 
and little lakes in the valley; 
which, intermixed with the verdure 
of the trees, refleeted rocks and 
flowering ihrubs, and the clear 
azure of the fky. 

N otwithftanding the irregulari
ty of the ground, thefe plantations 
were almoft all of them eaf y of ac
cefs; it is true, that in order to 
effect this\ we had a1l affifted, not 
only by our advice but by our la
bour. There was one principal 

path 
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path which led compleatly round 

the valley, and fro1n that feveral 
others branched out towards the 

center. In the more rocky parts~ 
the walks were made to hanno
n ife with the roughnefs of the foil, 
and the wild plants with the culti
vated. Of thofe vaft maffes of 
ftone which now block up the 
ways, they made, in different parts 
of the ground, pyramidal heaps, 
filling up the chinks with earth, 
and roots of rofe-trees, * poin
cillades, and other fhrubs which 
love a rocky foil ; and they were 
in a fhort time covered with ver
dure, and enlivened with gay 
flowers. A deep water channel, 

;# Poinciana pulcherrima Linn. 
' 

Vo1, I. G over-
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overgrown with old trees, formed ~ 

vaulted recefa, impenetrable to the 

heat, which they often reforted to 

in the middle of the day. One of 

the winding paths led to a little 

wood of foreft-trees, in the center 

of which, and fuehered fro1n the 

wind, was a banana that was load

ed with fruit. On one fide was an 

orchard, on another a field. One 

glade o.pened to the cottages; 

a nother •to the inaccerrible cliffs. 

F ro1n a copfe, thick tufted with 

* tatamacks, and interwoven wit 

trailing plants, every outward ob

ject was excluded; and frmn the 

1,oint of rock diretlly above it, 

which projects fro1n the mountain, 

~ C:ilophyll um In-0phyllum Linn . 

nor. 
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not or:ly all the objetl:s of the 

valley were open to the view, but 
the diftant fea, and fometi1nes Eu
ropean veifels Were feen foiling to 
or from the Indies. Upon this 
rock the families generally affem

~led in the evening, and en5oyed 

in filence the coolnefs o'f the 
·oreeze, the perfurne of the flowers., 

the found of the w~ter-falls., a-nd 
the harmony of light and {hade in 

ihe colours of departing dayo 
Thefe delightful little retreats 

received an additional charm from 

the names which had been given to 

n1any of them; the rock which I 
have been defcribing to you, was 

called, ~ La Decouverte de l' /Jmiti;. 

The Difcovery of Frieadfhip. 

G 2 · Paul 



Paul and Mary had, in their 

plays, fixed a cane of bamboo 

th.ere, upon which they ufed to dif

p1ay a white handkerchief to no

tify my arrival, the _moment they 

perceived me coming- as flags 

are hoifted upon the mountain, 

when a vdfel is feen in the offing. 

I engraved a motto upon the 
ftem. Whatever pleafure I may 
have had in my travels, from fee

ing ftatues and other remains of 

antiquity, I have received more 

from a good infcription. The 
human voice then feen1s to f peak 

to me from the marble, and, at the 

diftance of ages, and in the midfl: 

of deferts, to tell me, that other, 

men here, in the fa.ne fpor, had 

the fa1ne fenfations., the fame ideas, 
the 
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the fame 1nisfortunes, as 1nyfelf. 

If it be the infcription of fo1ne 

ancient nation, which now no 

longer exifts, our minds are lofl: 

in the regions of eternity; and, 

finding that a thought has ut

lived an empire, the fenfe of our 

own immortality ftrikes forcibly 

1pon the foul. 

I wrote upon the mafr of their 
1ittle flag, thefe verfes of Horace: 

--Fratres Helena:, lucida fidera, 

\ cntorumque regat pater, 

Obfl:riclis aliis, prreter Iapyga"" ! 

·upon the trunk of a tatamack, 

• So may the Cyprian ~een divine, 

And the Twin-fiars with faving luflre 

fhine ! 

o may the Father of the wind, 

All but the wefrern gales propitious bind! 

FRANCIS. 

G 1 under 
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m1der which Paul ufed to fit fon1e 1. 
times to l0ok at the toffing of the 
waves, 1 ,engraved this line of 

Virgil : 

l.f' Fortunatus et ille deos qui novit agref

tes ,i; l" 

And over the door of Madame 
de la Tour's cottage, which was 
the uf ual place of n1eeting-

1
·, At fecura qu:.es, et nefcia fallere vita t." 

But Mary did not much approve 
my Latin; fue faid., that what I 

~ And -h.1..ppy too, tho' humb]er, is the man 
Who loves the rural Gods, the Nymphs, 

and Pan. J. WHARTO!I.. 

t Yet calm content, fccure from guilty careS', 

Yet home-felt pleafore, peace, and refr. 

are theirs. J. WHAR'roN. 

had 

. 
" 
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had written under the vane was 

too long and too learned, and that 

ihe .fhould like the fhorc 1notto; 

'foujour.r agitec, mai.r co11fa11te *, 

n1uch better. I told her, that fuch 

a 1notto would more properly be 

applied to virtue.-The obferva

tion m2de her colour. 

Every thing round thefe happy 
dwellings bore forne mark of the 

ainiable character of the inhabi

tants. They had given many fond 

names to· places which were in 

rhe1nfelves uninterdting. A circle 
of orange-trees and bananas, plant

ed round a fma11 f pot of level 

tu rf, where the children ufed forne
·t11nes to dance, they called La. 

A!w.ays rr.oving, y ~: confiant. 

G A. Concorde.~ • 
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Concorde. An old tree, under 
whofe ihade Madame de la Tour 
and Margaret had related their 
1nisfortunes to each other, they 
called, Les pleur s ejfuiees *. To 
two fmall portions of land, where 
there were fome peafe, and fl:raw
berries, and a little wheat, they 
gave the names of Brittany and 
Normandy.-Domingo and Fran
ces too, had a pleafure in calling 
to mind the places of their birth 
in Africa; and, in imitation of 
their mifrreffes, they named two 
f pots; Angola, and Foulepoint, where 
they gathered grafs to 1nake their 
bafkets, and had planted a cala
bafh-tree. And thus, by pro-

T en s wiped away. 



oucl:ions peculiar to their climate, 

1:hey had contrived thefe little il

lufions of their country, which 

foftened their regrets. I remem

ber, alas! the time, when a thou

fand endeat ing appellations gave 

animation and intereft to the trees, 

and fountains, and rocks of this 

now defert f pot, which., like a 

field of ancient Greece, prefents 

only ruins, and retains nothing 

but its name. 
No part of the inclof ure was 

more agreeable than the Repos de 

Marie. Under the rock, which 

was called La DecoU'Verte de l' Ami

tie? there is a large excavation, in 

which a fpring rifes, that in1me

diately forms a bafon of water, 

furrounded by .banks of fine turf. 
\Vhcn 
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When Paul was born, I gave· 
Margaret an Indian coco-nut7 

which had been fent to n1e as a 
prefent. She planted it upon the 
edge of the bafon, that the tree 
which fuould ipring from it might 
one day ferve to mark the rera of 
his birth. Madame de la Tour 
followed her exa1nple; and, with 
a like intention, planted a fecond 
.in the fame fpot3 when fhe was 
brought to bed of Mary. 

From thefe nuts, two coco-tree~ 
were produced, which confi:ituted 
all the archives of both families. 
One of them was called Paul's. 
tree, the other Mary's. Their 
growth was in the fame propor
tion as the children's; one was a. 

little taller than the other; but at· 
the.-
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the end of twelve years, they wen:: 

both of them higher than the cot

tages. Their branches began to-

1neet, and the firings of their young 

nuts to hang over the bafon of 

the f pring. Excepting the two 

trl.!es, this recefs had received no 

ornament but from nature: broad 

capillaries fpr~ad their bright green 

over the dark and humid .fides of 

the rock, and tufts of long f pleen

wort hung from the top of it, and 

floated in the wind; below were 

beds of periwinckle, whofe flowers 

are like the red frock; and capfi

cums, with vermilion pods, more 

brilliant than coral; and all arouno, 

the b2.1ms and fweet-fcented bafils 

,perfumed the air. Numberlefs fea

·birds, attracted by thefe peaceful 
abodes, 

...... 
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abodes, came there to reft at night .. 
At the 1etting of the fun, the fea
lark and gannet were feen fkim
ming along the ihore; and the 
white-tropick, and man-of-war .. 
bird, flying high in the air, and 
with the fun, quitting the folitudrs 
of the Indian fea. The fcene was 
wild, but fublime; and the banks 
of this little fountain was the moil: 
frequent refort of Mary. She often 
wafhed the linen under the iliade 
of the coco-trees, and brought her 
goats there to feed. Whilft £he 
was preparing cheefe from their 
milk, .fhe had a pleaf ure in feeing 
them browfe the maiden-hair upon 
the fteep fides of the rock, and 
poife themfelves upon one foot as 
upon a pedefral. Paul, finding 

that 
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that it was her favourite fpot, 

brought nefrs of various kinds of 

birds from the wood, and placed 

them there; the parent birds f al

lowed their young, and fettled in 

the new colony. Mary often fed 

them with feeds of maize., and 

rice, and millet; and, as foon as 

!he appeared, the whiftling * oufel, 

the Bengal birds, whofe note is 

fo foft, and the cardinals, with 

brilliant plumes, quitted the bullies; 

parrots, green as e1neralds, came 

down from the t viburnums ; the 

partridge ran to her through the 

g rafs, and all crouded about her 

like domeftic poultry, and de-

Turdus canorus Linn. 

t Lantana camara Linn. 

li rrhted 
~ 
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lighted her and her brother with. 
their plays and their loves. 

So paffed the early days of thefe 
fweet children, in innocence and 
aB:s of bene:volence. Often, in 
this fpot, their mothers have 
preffed them to their boforns, and 
given thanks to Heaven for the 
comfort that was prepared for 
-chem in their old age! Often:, 
under the fhade of thefe rocks, we 
·have made a rural repaft toge
ther, for which the life -0f no ani-
111al had been facrificed ! Cala
baihes full of milk, fre.!h eggs, 
cakes of rice upon banana-leaves, 
bafkets of batates, 1nangos, oran
ges, granadillas, bananas, annonas., 
and pine-apples, furnifhed the moft 
falutary nourifhment., the moft de-

licious 

• .. 

,. 

( . 
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1icious juices, and prefented th~ 

gayeft colours-. 
The converfation was as mild 

!tnd innocent as the repaft. Paul 

often talked of the labours of the 
day, or of the 1norrow, and always 

1neditated fomething for the ad

v antage of the fociety. He ob

fe rved, that a path was inconve

nient, or perhaps that forne feat 

had not iliade enough fro1n the 

y oung trees, and that Mary rnight 
h ave a better in another .place. 

In the rainy feafon they paffed 

the whole da,y together in the 

houfe, they and their fervants all 

employed in 1naking m ats of grafs., 

and bafk ets of bamboo. R anged 

again ft the wall, in the 1noft per-

. '"ecc order, were their r akes, an d 

hatchets, 
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hatchets., and fpades, and otherr 
implements of hufbandry; the 
fheaves of corn, the facks of rice, 
and ftrings of bananas, flood in 
rows, under the inftruments of 
agriculture, which had been ufed 
for their production. They had 
not only abundance, they had even 
luxuries. Mary, infrrucl:ed by her 
n1other and Margaret, prepared 
fherbets and cordials with the 
juice of the f ugar-cane, lemons, 
and cedratas. 

When night came, they fupped 
by the light of a lamp ; and afte::
fupper, MaQame de la Tour or 
Margaret related ftories to the 
children, of travellers in Europe, 
loft at night in roads infefted by 
bands of robbers; or of 1hip'3 

wrecked 

I 

tt 
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wrecked by ftorms, and caft upon 

fon1e ctefert fhore. During thefe 

relations, their warm hearts took 

fire, and they prayed to I-leaven 
that they might fo1ne day have 

it in their power to exercife hof

pitality, and to give afiiftance to· 
fuch fufferers. The families only 
feparated to take their refr, and 

parted at night, impatient to 1neet 
again in the morning. Sometimes 
they were I ulled to Deep by the 

rain, which fell in torrents uoon .. 
the thatch of their houfes, or by 

the winds, which wafted to them· 
the found of the waves beating 
again ft the fhore; and they bleffed 

Providence for that fecuricy, which 
they doubly felt, fron1 the fen[e of 
diftant danger. 

Vo1. l. H· Some--



Sometimes Madame de Ia Tour 

read aloud fome affecting ftory:> 

frmn the Old or New Teftament; 

they reafoned but little upon thefe 

facred books; for their theology 

·was all fenriment, like that of na

ture, and their morality active, 

like that of the gofpel. Their 

days had no particular defrina

tion ; fo1ne devoted to pleaf ure., 

and others to forrow : all were 

alike holidays to them, and every 

place a temple, in which they ador

ed a Being all-powerful, omnifci

ent, and author 0f all good to meno 

1'heir faith and confidence in him, 

confoled them for their paft mif

fortunes, gave them prefent fup

port, and n1ade them look forward 

with hope to . the future. Brought 
.back 
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· back therefore to nature by their 
mi.Jortunesj they had unfolded in 
thetnfelves and in their children, 
thofe fentiments ,vhich nature 

·gives us, to prevent our falling 
into evilo 

But clouds will fometin1es arile 
and fadden the bef1 - regulated 
n1inc.ls i and when any one of the 
fociety appeared 1nelancholy, it: 
engaged the attention of the reft, 
and they all joined in endea
vouring to remove thefe painful 
thoughts by affection rather than 
by reafoning. The charaB:er of 

· each individual was particularly 
n1arkcd in their n1anner upon fuch 
·occafions: Margaret £hewed her 
natural warmth and vivacity; Ma
dame de ll Tour, her mild reli-

I-I ?. gion; 
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gion ; Paul, his firm and generous; 

heart; Mary only employed foft 

careffes. Even Frances 2nd Do-

1ningo joined; they grieved with 

t.hofe that grieved, and cried if 

they faw any one in tears. So 

we1k plants ding together to re

£(t the tempefr. 

In fine weather they went every 

Sunday to 1nafa at tre church of 

:Pample1llOUf'e, whofe fteeple you 

fee in the plain below. Some of 

the rich inhabitants came in their

palanquins LO rhe fame church, 

and hac.1 often wiihed. to make ac

quaintance with thefc cwo friendly 

families, and to eng. ge them in 

parties of ple.1fure. But they with· 

great civility always refufr<l fuch 

invications; well convinced, that 

t whe~ 
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·wnen thofe who are in prof perity 
and affiuence, feek the fociety of 

perfons in their circumftances., it is 

fron1 the defire of having humble 
....... 

companions ; and that f uch com ... 

panions are expected to flatter 

,whatever vices or follies they n1ay 
•have. On the other hand, they 

.:ftudioui1y avoided making any 

intimacies with the inferior fet

·ders., who are genera·lly coarfe 

in their manners and full of envy 

and fcandal. At firfi: they were 

looked upon by the one ;is timid, 

and by the other as proud ; but fo 

n1uch engaging civility accom

panied the referve of their beha

viour, particular! y to the neceffi
·ous, that they by degrees acquir-

·H-> cd .J 
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ed the efteem of the rich, and the 
confidehce of the poor. 

After mafs was ov~r they were 

frequently applied to, to do fome 

good office : fometimes it was a · 
perfon in difficulty who wanted to 
be advifed; or a young woman, 

perhaps, came to defire rhat they 
would call in their way home to 

fee her fick mother. They gene

rally carried with them the uf ual 

and approved remedies, for [uch 
diforders as the inhabitants are 

rnoft liable to ; and they had that 
happy manner of conferring a fa • 

. vour, which gives fo much value 

to even a trifling fervice. They 
were particularly calculated to re

l iere the difhefies of the n1ind, 
which 
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which are fo infupportable in foli

tude and ficknefs. Madame de la 

Tour talked to them with fo 1nuch 

confidence in the mercies of God, 

that he became prefent to their 

hearts, and they were comforted. 

Mary often returned from f uch 

fcenes with her eyes bathed in 

tears; but her heart , full of fati [ .. 

faction, that fhe had had an oppor

tunity of doing good. It was her 

care previoufiy to prepare the ne

ceffary remedies ; {he alfo pre

{°ented them, and with an unfpeak

able grace in her manner. Afrer 

thefe ch ·1r1table vifits, they fome

times prolo!"'ged their walk, thro' 

the valley of the Long ·Mountain, 

as far as my houfe, and dined with 

I-I 4 1ne 
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me upon the banks of the little 
1·iver that runs near me. For fuch 

occafions I had procured fome 
bottles of old wine, in order to 

increafe the gaiety of our Indian 
meal, by the mjld and invigorat
ing productions of .Europe. Some
times we appointed a rneeting up
on the fea-fbore, at the mouth of 
one of the little rivers, which are 
inderd only to be called large 
brooks. vVe ufed to bring ve
getable productions from home, 
and to them were added fuch as 
the fea amply provie1ed us with. 
Near the fhore we -caught * Ca
bots, Zoophytes, t Red Gur-

"" Sparus Spinus L. 
t Trigla cuculus L. 

nards, 

f 

\j 
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nards, * Spring Lobfters, t White 
Shrimps, Crabs, t Sea Urchins, 

,Oy8::ers, • and Sheil Fiih of all 
forts. Situations in themfelves 

full of terror, often afforded us the 

n1oft calm p 1eafures. Seated upon 

a rock, under the lhade of a II V el
vet-tree, we watched the fucceffiv,e 

courfe 0f the waves, and faw thein 

d:ifh with vivl~nce upon !he fhor,e 

beneath. P.i_ul, wi.1.·1 fr1am like a 
fifh, fometimes advanced into the 

t_ide to meet them, and at cheir 
approach, turning back towa. ,fa 
the coaft, the foan1ing torrent pur

f ued hi1n far upon the fands. 

~ Cancer Homarus L. 

t Cancer Squilla L. 

:t: Echinus marinus L. 

[I Tonrne:ortia ..:'\rgentea L. 

Y.!hen 
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When Mary faw him in thefe ficua
tions, fhe ufed to cry out, and fay 
that fuch amufements always filled 

her with terror • 

. After our dinner, the young peo~ 

ple generally a1nufed themfelves 

with a little dancing and mnfic. 

Mary fung the happinefs of a 
count· y life, and the dangers and -

diftreffes at fea; deploring the 

miftaken choice of thofe who 

truft the boifterous elements in 

fearch of riches, rather than culti

vate the pleafant earth, and enjoy 

all its various bleffings in calm

nefs and in peace. Sometimes, in 

imitation of the negroes, they per~ 

formed a pantomime together: it 
is the firft language of n1an, and is 

found an1ongft all nations, ~nd, be -
1ng 

.. 
' 



r 101 J 
~ng nati1ral and full of expreffion1 -

the white children foon learn it, 

when they have feen it executed 

by the Blacks. Mary had callee- · 

ted, in the courfe of Madame de 

la Tour's reading, rnany intereft

ing ftories, and ihe reprefented the 

principal events of fuch as had 

rnofi: pleafed her, with a great deal 

of fimplicity and nature. Some

t imes, to the found of Domingo's 

to1n-tom, fue came forward up

on the turf, with a pitcher upon 

her head, and advanced with timi

dity towards the f pring to draw 

water. Domingo and Mary, per

fonating the Shepherds of Me

d ia, forbad het to approach, and 

pretended to turn her back. Paul 

run ning to her affiftance, beat 
back 
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back the fhepherds, filled her 

.pitcher with water, and putting it 
upon her head, crowned her at the 

fame time with a garland of red 

perewinckles, which gave frefu 

luftr~ to her fine complexion"-I 

rnyfelf, entering into their little 
drama, took the part of Raguel, 

and granted to Paul my dJ.ughter 

Sarah in marriage.-Once fhe re

prefrnted the unfortunate Ruth, 

who returns poor and a widow, af

ter a long abfence, and finds her

felf a ftranger in her own country. 

Domingo and Mary were the 

reapers; Mary pretended to glean 

a few ears of corn, and Paul, 

ufurping a patriarchal digt1ity, 

afked her queftions, which fhe 

anfwered trembling ; but foon , 
touched 

t. 

... 
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touched with pity for her, fie . 

opened an afylum to innocence-.ir 

and granted hofpitdity to misfor

tune; he filled her apron witb 

corn, and brought her before us, 

as before the elders of the city, 

dccbring that he wo1,1<l take her, 

to wife notwithftanding her indi

gence. This fcene recalled to the 

mind of Madaine de la Tour, the 

n1anner in which :!he had been 

herfelf abandoned by her rela

tions - her widowh'Jod-Marga

ret's kind reception of her-and 

now, · .ie hope ot feeing a happy 

mar . iage tak ~ lace betwee11 their 

children, anc.i fh {"' {bed tears ; and 

the 1 efiecl:ion upon th is 1nixcure of 

good and evil brought tel-lrs o: 
pleafure; 
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·pleafure .and pain into ~.11 our 
~yes. 

Therewas a truth and nature in 
thefe -little reprefen tations, which 

.tranfported the itnagination to the 
fields of Syria or-Paleftine. And we 
were not without the decorations, 
and illuminations, and orcheftras 
that are ufed on fuch occafions. 
1

1

he performance was generally in 
. a crofs-way in the foreft, where two 
or three roads met; and the glades 

·through ic formed over our heads 
arches of green foliage. In the 
center we were defended frorn the 
heat, whilft the fun was high; but 
.when he funk to the hori-zon, his 
lengthened beams, broken by the 
bodies of the trees, ftreamed far 
through the fore!l-, producing beau-

8 ti fo l 
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-~iful effects of clear obfcure •. Some

. times his whole di{k appeared at 

the end of au opening in the ·wood, 

and gave a ref plendent light. The 

under branches, illuminated by his 
f affron rays, fl1one with .all the 

,. vivid colours ,of the topaz and the 
e1nerald. Their brown and 1noffy 
trunks, feemed like columns of an

tique bronze ; and the birds, al-

ready fheltered in {ilence under the 

. thick fhade of the leaves to pafs the 

. night, f.urprifed to . view the. return 

, of the 1norning, faluted the depart
, ing rays in full char.us. 

Thus. e.ngageq, the night 0ften 

· overtook us; but, from the purity 
. of the air, .and the rnild tempera

ture of the climate, we could fieep 

\With_ perfect fec.uri ty under a tem

r orar.y 
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porary fhed in the 1nidft of the 
woods; and we had nothing to ap
prehend from robber&. In the morn
ing, each returned to his rcfpeEtive 
borne, and found every thing 
fafe, juft as rt had been left; for 
there was at that time, before there 
was any crnnmerce in the ifland, fo 
much honefty, and fuch fimplicity 
of manners, that the houfes had 
frequently no faftening, and that a 
lock was an object of curiofity to· 
1nany of the Creoles. 

There were fome days which 
Paul and Mary confidered as times 
of particular feftivity-the birth
days of their mothers; and thefe they 
celebrated as their greateft holi
days. On the eve of thefe days, 

Mary never failed to make fome 
cakes 

re 

tl 
T 
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cakes of wheaten flour, which !he 
fent .to the poor white inhabitants 
of the ifland, who feldon1 eat any 

European bread ; and who, unaf
fifted by negroes, and reduced to 
live upon 1nanioc in the n1idft of 
deferts, had neither the CT:upid jn-~ 
fenfibility which accompanies ila
very, or the force of mind pro

duced by cd ucation, to enable the:n 
to endure their hardfhips. Thefe 
,cakes were the only prefents which 
could be fpared fron1 the provifion 
of the houfe; but the kindnefs 
with which they were given, added 
to their value. It was Paul, in 
the firft place, who was employed 
to carry them to the different fa

milies, and they were invited to pafs 

the morrow at Madame de la Tour's, 
VoL. I. I or 
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er at Margaret's : and next day the 

wretched people arrived ; fome

times, perhaps, a mother, with 

two or three pale and meagre 

daughters, fo timid that they dar

ed not look up; but Mary foon 

took off their conf1raint. She 

brought them refrdhments, which 

had each forne particular circum

ftance to recon1rnend it-one was 

made by Margaret; another by 

her mother; or her brother had 

gathered the fruit himfelf at the 

top of a tree. She made Paul 

dance with them; and neve: refted 

till ihe faw them pleafed and at 

their eafe. She wiihed them to 

partake of the joy of the family. 

" Making others happy," !he ufed 

t0 fay, cc is the only way to be 

happy 
I:, 
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1~appy one's felf. When they went 
away, {he prevailed upon them to 
take with thetn fuch things as 
they had feemed to like; always 
finding a pretence in fon1e novelty 
or particularity that diftingui!he~i. 
each, and never :!1:iewing a fenfc of 
their poverty.. Snrnetimes, when 
£he perceived that they were in 
great di{hefs for cloaths, fhe, with 
the confent of her n1othcr, chofo 
out fome of her own for them, and 
fent Paul to lay them privately at 
their doors : doing good in a 
n1Jnner that rnay truly be called 
<livine-conferring the benefit, and 
concealing the benefactor. 
· A.s to you Europeans, vvho have 
your minds filled, fron1 your ear
lieft infancy, with fo 111:i.ny pre-

I 2 judices 
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judices that impede prefent en. 

joyment, you cannot pollibly con

ceive, that fJ mple nature can give 

fo much intelligence, and fo much 

happineis. Your minds, confined 

within the frn~ll iiJhere of human 

fcience, very foon attain the term 

of artificial pleafure; but nature 

and the human heart are inex

haufiible. Paul and Mary had 
neither clocks, nor almanacks, nor 

books of chronology. The pe

riods of their life were regulated 

by thofe of nature. They knew 

the hour of the day, by the length 

of fhadow; the feafons, by the 

blowing of flowers, or ripening of 

fruits ; and the years, by the num

ber of their harveil:s. Thefe foft 

images gave a charm to their lan-

guagr" .. 
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g uage. " It is time to dine," 
Mary would fay, cc for the fha

dow of the bananas falls ftrait at 

their feet;" or, " evening is cotn
ing on, the tamarind leaves are 

clofed." If the daughters of a 

planter a{ked h~r when fhe would 

come to fee them ? cc· In the fea

fon of the fugar--canes," · fhe an

fwe red . cc The pleafure of your 

company will be frill f weeter than · 

they are," replied the young wo

m en. If ibe was afked her age, 

or her brother's, ihe faid, cc Paul 

is as old as the great coco-tree 

by the fountain, and I a1n the age · 

of the little one. The mangos
have borne fruit twelve times, 

and the oranges have flowered 

four-and-twenty times, fince I was· 

I 3 born." 
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born." Their exiftence feeme<l 
connected with the life of the 

trees, like that of the Fawns and 
Dryads. They knew no hifi:ory, 
but their mothers ; they had no 
chronology, but that of their plan
tations ; and al I their philofophy 
confifi:ed in refignarion to the will 
of God., and in doing good. 

And, after all, where was the 
neceffity for thefe young people 
to be rich and learned according 
to our ideas? Their wants and their 
ignorance contributed to their fe
licity. :No day paffed that they 
did not give fo1ne affifl:ance to 
each other, or communicate forne 
new light.-1 may call it light;. 
for, if there was a mixture of error, 
,n a frate of pure nature man has 

no 

G 
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no dangerous errors to apprehend : 

and in that ftate the two children 

grew to n1atunty. No care had 

wrinkled their brow ; no inte1n

perance had heated their blood; 

and no wretched paffions had de

praved their hearts : but love, in

nocence, and piety, unfolded every 

day fon1e frefh beauty of their 

minds, which beamed with grace 

ineffable in their countenance, and 

appeared in every attitude and mo

t10n. In the 111orning of their 

lives, they poffeifed all the frefh
nefs of the dawn ; like our parents 

in the garden of Eden, when firft 

placed there by the Creator, they 

beheld and approached each other . 

as brother and fifter.. Mary, mild, 

1nodefr, and full of confidence as 

I 4 Eve; 
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Eve; and P ·aul., like Adam., of 

a 1nanly form ; but with the in -
nocence and fimplicity of a child. 

Sometiines, when they were alone 

( as he has fince often told me) he 

ufed to fay to her., after he was 

returned from his work, " Your 
prefence gives me reft when I am 

weary. When from the rnountain 
I fee you below in this valley, you 
appear as an opening rofe amongfr 
the plantations. ,iVhen you are 
returning back to our habitation, 
the partridge running to its young 
has not a ftep more graceful. If 
I lofe you amongft the trees, I can 
follow you without the help of 
fight. For me, there re1nains fo1ne 
t race of you, which cannot be de

fc ri bed, in the very air through 
which 

\ 
f 
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w (1ich you have pa!fed, and on 

the grafs where you have ftepped. 

When I approach you, all· 1ny 

fenfes are ravifhed. The azure of 

heaven is not fo beautiful as your 

eyes-the note of the Bengal-birds 

is lefs fweet than your voice. 

\Vhen I touch you, p1eafure thrills 

through all tny veins. You re-

1nember the day when we croifed 

the rocks of the Three-breafled 

River. When we firft ca1ne to 

its banks, I was fpent with fa
tigue; but when I had taken you 

upon my fhoulders, I feen1ed to 

have wings like a bird. Tell 

n1e, by what charm you have en

chanted me! It is not by your 

undedl:anding; our mothers have 

1nore than either of us : or by 
your 
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your fondnefs for me; I am more 
carei~ed by them than by you. 
It is then by your tendernefs of 
heart; and I !hall for ever re--

1nember your walking with naked 
feet to the Black River, to inter
cede for a fugitive Dave. Take 
this branch of citron, it is full of 
flowers; I gathered it for you in 
the foreft; you will put it by your 
couch at night. Tafi:e the honey ... 
comb, which I have brought for 
you from the rocks. But firft 
reft your head upon my bofo1n, 
and 1 !hall be refrefhed." 

She anf wered, " Oh! 1ny dear 
brother, the rays of the n1orning 
fun upon the mountains, infpire 
not fo much pleafure as your pre

fence. Much I love my own mo-
ther> 
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rher, and much I love your1s;: 

but when they call you their fon, 

I love them ftill more. I am 

more touched with their fondnefs 

for you, than with any kindnefs 

they fhew to me. You a{k, what 

makes you love me ? All crea

tures, that have been brought up 

together, love one another as we 

do; the birds which have been 

hatched in the fame neft, are al

ways together as we are; you hear 

then1 call and anf wer each other 

frorn the different trees, as I an

fwer you, when the echo brings 

to me the notes of your flute upon 

the hill, and I repeat the fong 

here in the valley. You have 

been frill dearer to n1e fince the 

day that you would, for my fake, 
have 
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have f-0ught with the mafter of 
the poor flave. Often fince I have 
faid to 1nyfel f, my brother has a 
kind and generous heart: un
fu pported by hin11 1 fhould have 
died with fear. I pray daily for 
your 1n0ther and for 1nine; for 
you; for our poor fervants : but, 
when I pronounce your name, n1y 
devotion is increafed. Oh! how 
fervently I befeech the Almighty 
to protect you fro1n all misfor
tune ! Why do you go fo far from 
home, and mount fuch high trees, 
to procure fruit and flowers for 
me? have we not enough in our 
own garden ? And now, how you 
have fatigued yourfelf! You are 
overcome with the heat.'' Then, 
with her little white handkerchie~ 

ihe 
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fhe wiped his forehead and his 

cheeks, and kiffed him. 

She had, however, for fome time 

began to feel an agitation un

known to her before. She feerned 

oppreffed with languor; her con1-

plexion rarnifhed; the ferenity of 

her countenance was troubled, and 

fmiles were no longer upon her 

lips. Son1etimes !he was fuddenly 

.gay without caufe., and grave with

out any thing to affiiB: her. She 

forfook. her innocent amufements, 

her pleafing employ1nenrs, and 

even the fociety of her beloved 

fan1ily; and wandered in the moft 

folitary parts of the ground, feek

ing reft and finding none. Some

times, when {he faw Paul, ihe ran 

to meet him with her ufual gaiety; 
and 
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{ind then, fuddenly feized with ~ 
fenfation of diflrefs and embar
raffment, her face overfpread with 
bluihes, and ihe fcarcely dared to 
raife her ~yes to his. H The rocks 
::ire covered with verdure," faid 
PauJ, cc the birds fing when they 
fee you ; every thing around you 
is chearfu], and you alone are fad:" 
-and he endeavoured to chear her 
with cardfes, but ihe turne-d afide 
her head, and ran avvay to her 
n1other. Paul did not underftand 
caprices which appeared to him· fo 
new and unaccountable. An evil 
frldom comes unaccompanied. 

One of thofe furnmers, which 
fro1n time to tnne defolate the 
countries between the tropics, ex
tended its ravages to this il1and. 
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It was about the beginning of De

cen1ber, when the fun in Capricorn 

darts his vertical beams upon the 

Ifle of France for three fuccef

five weeks. The fo11th-eafr wind, 

which blows almofr all the year, 

was funk to a dead calm. Long 

whirlwinds of dufr, raifed upon rhe 
roads, remained floating in the aire 

The earth fplit, and divided every 

where into deep chafms. The 

grafs was burnt up; hot v~pours 

iffued from the fides of the moun

tains, and moft of the f prings were 

dry.. No cloud came from the 

fea; but, during the day, red ex

halations arofe in the plains, and 

appeared, towards the fetting of 

the fun, like the flames of a con

.flagration. Even night brought 

no 



no refrefl1ment to the burning at
n1of phere. The orb of the moon, 
rifing in the thick and humid ho
rizon, appeared of enormous fize. 
The flocks ftretched upon the 
rnountain fides, and extending 
their nrcks tovvards heaven to 
breathe the air, made the vallies 
refound with hollow bleatingso 
Even the Cafrarian !hepherd lay 
by them, with his face turned to 
the earth, to find fame n1itigation 
of the heat. 1'he foil was every 
"vhcre parched; and the fuffocat
rng air was full of the hum of 
infecl:s, feek ing to affuage their 
thirft with the blood of n1en and 
of ani1nals. 
. In one of thefe ardent nights, 
Mary, unable to f1cepJ and agitated 
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by the diftrefs of her mind, arofe, 

and, by , he light of the moon., 

walked tO'\ ards her fountain. She 

found the fpring, notwithfcanding 

the great drought, running in finall 
filver ftrea1ns over the dark rock. 

She bathed herfelf in the little 

lake; and, refrefhed by the cool

nefs of the water, a thoufand 

pleafant images recurred to her 

memory. She recollected how 

often her mother and Margaret 

had bathed her in the fatne place 

with Paul; and that Paul had 

afterwards deepened the bed, lined 

it with fand, planted the banks 

with odoriferous herbs, and rnade 

it facred to her. She faw in the 

water, and upon her naked arm~ 

and bofom, the reflection of the 

Vo1. L. K two 
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two palms planted at her birth 
and at her brother's, whofe branches 
now 1net and were interwoven over 
her head. She •thought of Paul's 
friend!hip, 1nore pure than the 
waters of the fountain, fl:ronger 
than the united ,palms, and f weeter 
than the perfu1ne of flowers : and 
thefe i1nages, in night, and in 
folitude, gave double force to the 
paffion which ihe nourilhed in her 

• heart. She fuddenly left the dan
gerous fhades, and went to her 
mother, to feek protection againft 
herfelf. She wifhed to reveal her 
diftrefs to her; ihe prdfed her 
hands, and the name of Paul was 
on h~r lips; but the oppreffion of 
her heart took away all utterance, 
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and, laying her head upon 'her 

1nother's bofom, £he. only wept. 

Madan1e de la Tour had perceiv,... 

ed the infant paffion of her daugh ... 

ter, and knew the caufe of her emo

tion; but fhe would not venture to 

fpeak of it. She onlyfaid, cc Addrefs 

yourfelf, my dear child, to I-leaven; 

the fovereign difpofer of health and 

life. If you are one day tried by 

affiiccion, you will be recompenfed 

on the n1orrow. And retnen1ber,.. ~ 

that it was to exercife our virtues, 

that we were placed in this world." 

At length thefe exceffive heats 

exhaled a n1oifture fro1n the fea, 

which fpread o7er the if1and like a 

vaft canopy. It was collected by 

the tops of the n1otrntains, and 

long r~reams of fire iifued, fr01n 

time to time, from their covered 

1( ?. pomts, 
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points. Soon after, tremendous 
thunder echoed through the woods 
and valleys; the rain fell from 
heaven like cataratts; and foa1n
ing torrents poured down the 
mountains fide5. The bottom of 
th is valley became a fea ; the knoll 
on which the cottages are fituated, 
an if1and in the 1nidft of it; and 
the chafm which makes the en
trance into it,- a fluice, through 
which the waters rufr1ed with im
petuofity, f weeping before them, 
earth, and rocks, and trees torn up 

by r.:he roots. 
The family, all trembling with 

fear, were aflembled together, and . 
praying in Madame de la Tour's 
houfe, the roof of which groaned 
,yith the wind. And though the 

a J.hu .. ter .. 
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fnutters and doors were clofed, 

tht=>v f: " every thing diftinctly by 

t he .. ght:ning, which !hone through 

• 11e crevices of the boJrds, its 

fl..1.fhes were fo vivid and f ucceed

ed each ocher fo rapidly. Thein

trepid Paul, followed by Domingo, 

,vent fro1n 01e cottage to the 

other, notwithH:anding the fury of 

the te1npeft-, to fecure the build

ings, 1ri vi rig flakes jn fome places, 

and putting buttrdfes in others; 

and only returning into the houfe 

to comfort the family and to give 

them hope•s that the fronn was 

nearly over. In effect, towards 

evening the rain ceafed, and the 

general trade-wind fro1n the fouth-

eaft began to take its ufual courfe. 

The heavy clouds were driven to-

K 3 vards 
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;vards the north-weft, 

fetting fun broke out 

horizon. 

and the . 
1n the 

Mary's firft wi!h was to fee 

her favourite fountain. Paul ap

proached· her with a timid air, and 

offered- to accompany her. She, 

fi11iling, took hold of his arm, 

and they went out of the houfe 

together.. The air was frefh and 

fonorous. The mountains fteam

ed with a white vapour, and 

their fides were furrowed with 

the torrents, and covered with the 

foam of the waters, which were

now c~afing to flow. 'fhe gar

den w~s entirely deftroyed by deep 

channels, and the roots of the 

fruit-trees laid bare. I-leaps of 

fand covered the flips of meadow, 
and 
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:i.nd Mary's bath was quite filled 

up. The two coco's were, how

ever, ftanding, and unhurt. But 

there was nothing to be feen a

round them, neither turf, nor 

fhade, nor birds, excepting f01ne 

Bengals, which were perched up

on the neighbouring rocks, and 

deplored in plaintive notes the lo(s 

of their little ones. 

Seeing this def olationr Mary 

faid to Paul, " You brought 

birds to this f poc, and they are 

deG:royed by the ftorm. You plant

ed this garden, and it is fwept 

away. Every thing peri{hes upon 

this earth; it is heaven only that 

can never be changed." He an

fwered, " I wifh I had heavenly 

gifts to beil:ow upon you ; but 

K 4 alas! 
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alas ! I poffefs norhing even upon 
earth." Mary, colouring, replied, 
'" Yes, you have a little picture 
of St. Paul." She had no fooner 
pronounced the words, than he 
·ran back to his mother's houfe to 
fetch it. This picture was a mi
niature of Paul the Hermit. Mar
garet had alwttys regarded it with 
particular veneration. She had 

·worn it for a long tin1e about her 
neck when fhe was a girl ; and af
terwards, when lhe was become 
a mother, fhe hung it about the 
neck of her infant. It had happened 
that when fhe was with child of 
him, and deferred by the whole 
world, fhe had continually con-

•templated this image of the holy 
:hermit, and her infant was in con

feouence 



,. 
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.fequence impreffed with fome re= 

fembbnce of hi1n, whirh had in

duced her to give his name to her 

fon, and to choofe for his patron a 

faint, who had paffed his life far 

remote from a world in which ihe 
} 1 been betrayed and abandonedo 

Vv 'n Mary received it from the 

ha , . of Paul, fhe faid, with emo

tion, cc This picture, brother, ihall 

never e taken frmn me whilft I 

live, and I ihall ever keep in mind., 

that you gave me your only poffef

fion." The friendly accents, the 

unhoped - for return of intimacy 

and tendernefs, enchanted Paull) 
and he would have taken her in his 

.arms ; but ihe efcaped from his 

mbrace., and .left him in confter

nat1on 
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ation at a conduct, which ap-·, 
peared to hin, fo inexplicable. 

Margaret ufed to fay to Ma
darne de la Tour, " "\\Thy .fl..ould· 
not we marry our children ? They 
have an extreme paffion for each.• 
ether, though my fon does not yet 
know it; we ihall have much 
anxiety about them, and may have 
fome real diftr~fs." Madame de 
la Tour anf wered, "They are too, 
young and too poor. vVhat D1crn]d 
we do if Mary brought forth un
fortunate children, that ihe was 
not able to nurfe ? Your Domingo 
is advanced in years ; Frances is 
infirm; and for 1nyfelf, my dear 
friend, I feel that I have loft much· 
of the ftrength that I poffelfed 

fourteen • 
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iourteen years ago. A hot cli..,,.. 
mate ioon brings on old age, _ and 

forrow haftens it ftiH n1ore. All 
our hope is in Paul., Let us wait: 

till he is come to maturity; rill he 
is arrived at his full ftrength, and 

is able to fupport the fa1nily by 
his labour. You know that we
at prefent have barely what is ne
ceffary for our daily f ubfiPcence .. 
But if we were to fend Paul to the 

Indies for a fhort time, he might1 

by commerce, foon obtain a fuffi

cient fund for the purchafe of a 
few Gaves ; and at his return, we 

would marry him to Mary; for I 

have no object in life but the hap

pinefs of my dear child, and I am. 

fatisfied, I can no ,vay fo well fe

cure it as by marrying her to you1· 
fon . 
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fon. We will talk to our neigh
bour about it." he ladies ac
cordingly told me their iefign, and 
afked my advice. I was of their 
opinion with regard to the expe
diency of it. '' The voyage to In
dia," I faid, " is fafe. By tak
ing a favourable feafon, the- paffage 
may be 1nade in about fix weeks, 
and you may allow the fame time 
nearly for the return. We will 
make up a little bale of goods for 
Paul in my diftrict; for I have 
neighbours who have a great re .. 
gard for him. If we only give 
him raw cotton; which we cannot 
work ourfelves, • want of pro
per mills to drefs n, and ebony, 
which is in fuch plenly that we 
·<l fe it for fuel; and refins, that are 

wafted 



[ 141 } 

wafted in our woods;. they will fell 

well in India, and are perfeB:ly 
ufelefs to us here." I undertook 

to procure fro1n M. de la Bour

donaye the neceffary permiffion. 

for him to ernbark, and previouily 

to infon11 Paul of the plan. But my 

aftonifhment was very great, when, 

with a ftrength of underftanding 

1nuch above his years, he faid, . 

cc Vlhy !hould I quit rny family, 

for I know not what projeB: of 

1naking a fortune ? ls any com-

1nerce in the world 1nore advan

tageous than the cultivation of 

land, which fometimes yields fifty 

and a hundred fold? If, however, . 

we muft engage in c01n1nerce, why 
cannot we do it by carrying our 

f uperfluities fron1 hence to the 
tO\Yn ? 
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town ? Our 1nothers fay that Do
mingo is old and in finn ; but I an1 
young, and my firength daily in-
creafing. Suppofe an accident 
1hould happen to the1n whilft I a1n 
abfent, particularly to Mary, vvho 
is not now in he.a.1th. Oh, :10 ! I 
cannot refolve to leave the1n." 

This anfwer greatly e1nbarraffed 
me; for Madame de la Tour had 
not concealed from me the rapid 
progrefs that love had made in the 
heart of her daughter, and the de
fire lhe had to gain a little time; 

· and, by feparating the young pea-. 
ple, to prevent too early a mar
riage. Thefe were motives which, 
of courfe, I concealed from Paul. 

J ufr at this j uncl:ure, a veffel ar
xived from France, which brou_ght 

3 to 
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to Madame de la Tour a lettet 

fr0tn her aunt. The fear of death, 

which alone has power to make 

any impreffion upon a mind that 

is naturally hard, had dif po fed her 

to alter her conduct with regard to 

her niece,. She had undergone a 

fevere illnefs, which had left her 

·in a low and languid ftate, and her 

age made it unlikely that ihe 

fhould ever perfectly recover her 

health. She wrote to Madame de 

la Tour, to de.fire that fhe would 

return to France, or, if !he was not 

able to 1nake fo long a voyage 

·herfelf, ihe enjoined her to fend 

Mary, to whom £he intended leav

,ing the whole of her .fortune; and 

·in the mean time, fhe faid fhe 

would take 'care to have her pro
,.perly 
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perly educated, and to find a fuir
able rnatch for her. An i1nme
diate compliance with this de
n1and, ibe added, was the only 
1neans of recovering her favour and 
protection. 

The reading of this letter fpread 
confrernation through the family. 
Domingo and Mary began to cry. 
Paul, motionlefs with furprife, was 
upon the point of uttering fome 
expreffions of anger. Mary, with 
her eyes fixed upon her mother, 
dared not open her lips. cc Could 
you now leave us ?" faid Mar
garet. " No, my friend !1

' the an
fwered; " No, my childn~n !" I' 
will not leave you. I have lived, 
with you, and I will die with you. 
l have known no happinefs but ifli 

t1 your 

p 
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·our fricndlhi p. If my health is 

impaired, former farrows are the 
caufe of it. The lofs of a beloved 
hufband, and the cruelty of my 
parents, were deep and incurable 
wounds. But I have fince found 
n1ore confolation and peace with 
t.•ou, in thefe poor huts, than I 
··otild have hoped for from all the 
wealth of my family in Europe." 

Tears of joy ran down all their 
cheeks whilfl: fhe fpol-..e. Paul 
preffed her in his arms, faying, 
" I will not leave you neither. I 
will not go to India. \Ve will all 
work for you, my dearefl: 1110-

ther ! you {hall want nothing 
here with us." Of all prefent, the 
perfon who f11ewed the leafl: out
ward marks of plea fore, and \\ ho 

Vor.,I. I.. flt 



felt the 1noft in her heart, was 

l\1ary. The f weetefl: gaiety ap

peared in her manner all the reft 

of the day, and the return of her 

eafe and chearf ulnefs coin pleated 

the general joy. 

T'he next day, at fun-rife, when 

they had jufr finifhed the mornin'g 

prayer, which it was their cufl:0111 

to make before breakfaft, Do-

1ningo told them that a gentleman 

on horfeback, followed by two 

ilaves, was coming to the houfe. 

It was r✓.ron5eur de la Bourdonaye. 

I-Ie entered the room \.\ here they 
were all at breakfafi:. Mary had 

ftt upon the table, according to 

the cuftom of the country, coffee 

and boiled rice. There were alfo 

hot batates, and fre.!h bananas. 

t The 
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The only veffels were calaba!hes 
cut in half; and leaves of the ba-

' nana-tree ferved for linen. ·The 
Governor at firfr expreffed fo1ne 
furprife at the meannefs of the 
habita~ion. Then, addrcffing him
felf to .iviadame de la Tour, he 
faid, that, ingroffed as 1 e was by 
public bufinefs, private conce1 ris 
were fometin1es neglecled h · h:.11; 
-but that fne was entitlccl to his par
ticular attention. cc You have an 
aunt," faid he, cc Madam, at Paris, 
a woman of quality, and ,·ery rich, 
who intends to leave YO½I her for
tune, and who e ·pec!:s you to re .. 
turn to her." r,1ada1ne de la Tour 
told the Governor, that her broken 
health would not allow her to 
"'hink of undertaking fo long a 

L 2 voyage. 
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voyage. cc Your daughter, how. 
ever," replied M. de la Bour
donaye, cc young and charming 
as fhe is, fuould not be deprived 
of a rich inheritance; it would 
be doing her an injuftice. And 
I will own to you, that your aunt 
has applied to Government to ob
tain her. I have an officic:\l letter) 
by which I am directed to ufe 
the hand of power, if neceffary; 
though, as I never exercife it but 
for the a(:vantage of the inhabi-
tants of this colony, I hope to 
gain your confent to this facrifice, 
which is only for a few years, and 
upon which your daughter's for
tune and eftablifhment entirely de
I end. \!Vhat brings people to In
dia, but the de.fire of acquiring a 

fortune? 

. 
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fortune ? and it is furely much 

more agreeable to return, and find 

a fortune in one's own country." 

'\¥hen he had faid this, he laid 

on the table a bag full of piafl:res, 

which one of his negroes had 

b ··ought. " This fum," he added, 

~, is deftined by your aunt to de

fr.ay the neceffary expences pre

vious to your daughter's depar

ture." I-Ie finifhed, by gently re

proaching Madame de la Tour, for 

not having applied to hi1n when 

fhe had been in need of affiftance ; 

at the fan1e ti1ne applauding her 

independent fpirit. Paul infl:antly 

anf wered, " Sir, my 1nother did 

apply to you, and was very coldly 

received." " r-Jave you another 

child, befides your daughter Mary, 

L 3 Madam?" 
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Madam ?" faid the Governor .. 
" No, Sir," Ihe replied; cc that 
young man is the fon of my friend; 
but our children are in common, 
and eqnally dear to us both." 
'rhe Governor then, turning to 
Paul, faid, ·" Young n1an, when 
you have more experience of the 
world, you will know the 1nisfor-
une of thofe in power; you will 

fee with how n1uch facility they 
n1ay be prejudiced; and how often 
defigning men gain by cabal, what 
ought to be gi 1en to 1nodeft 1ne
rit." 

M. de la Bourdon:iye, invited 
by l.Vladarne de la Tour, took his 
place by her at the table, and 
breal·f~fted after the manner of 
the Creoles, upon coffee, mixed. 

with . 
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with rice, boiled in water. I-Ie 

was charmed with the neatnefs 

and order of the little dwelling, 

the union of the two families, and 

the attachment of their old fer

vants. cc The furniture is rough 

and poor," faid he; " but here 

are happy countenances, and hearts 

above all price." Paul began to 

be pleafed with the farnil iarity of 

the Governor, and faid, " I {hould 

wiih for your friendfhip, for you 

feem to be a worthy 1nan." This 

11:1ark of ruftic cordiality pleafrd 

M. de la Bourdonaye ; he fhool~ 

Paul by the hand, and aifured hi1n 

that he might depend upon his 

protecl:ion. 

After breakfaft, he took Ma

dame de la 1'our afide, and told 

L 4 her, 
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11er, that there woul<l be an op
portunity of fending her daughter 
to France, on board a velfel which 
was expected to fail in a fhort 
time; and that he would recon1-
mend her to the care of a lady 
who intended to return in it, and 
to whom he was related : he ad
vifrd her, upon all accounts, not 
to give up the profpecl: of an im
menfe [ortune, for a few years of 
prefent enjoy111ent. '' Your aunt," 
faid he, when he was going away, 
" cannot hold out auove two 
years, I have it from her own 
rntimate acquaintance. Confider 
well of it. Fortune is not al ways 
in our power. Confult your friends., 
you will find then1 all of my opi
nion." Madame de Ia Tour tolG! 

him.l' 



him, that, as fhe had no wifh upon 

earth but to fee her daughter happy, 

fne fhould leave the detennination 

entirely to her. 

Madame de la Tour was not 
forry to have an opportunity of 
feparating Paul and Mary for a 

time, as they might by that means 
have a better profpect of future 

happinefs. She had a long con

verfation with her daughter in pri

vate, in which fhe reprefented to 

her the ftate of the family. cc Our 

frrvants," faid ihe, " are grown 

old, my dear child; Paul ·is very 

young; ·Margaret is not what fhe 
ufed to bt; and I am already very 

infirm; If I !hould die, what would 

become of you, without any means 

.0f fubfifte.nce .in thefe deferts? You 

would 
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vou]d be left here without any 

one capable of giving you much 
affiftance, and you would be 

obliged to work like a hireling 
for mere food. The idea finks 
my heart with forrow." " God 
conde1nned us to labour," anfwer

ed Mary. " You taught me to 
fu bmi t to the tafl~, and to blefs 

hi1n every day. He has not hi
therto forfaken us, and I trufr he 
will protect us frill. The wretched 
~re his peculi~r care. How often, 
1ny dear mother, you have told 
n1e fo ! I c~nnot refolve to leave 
you." Ivladame de la Tour re

plied, with n1uch emotio11, " i 
have no view but to promote your 
happinefs, and to n1arry you at a 
future time to Paul, who is not 

your 
f. 
I 
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your brother; confider, therefore, 

that his fortune alfo depends upon 

you." Mary had fuppofed that 

her infant paffion had been hid 

fro1n every eye, as is uf ual to per

fons of her age ; they feem to 

place before their eyes the veil 

which conceals their hearts ; bu; 

when once it is withdrawn by a 

friendly hand, they pour out all 

their fccret farrows; and the moft 

overflowing confidence fucceeds to 

referve and myftery. :tvTary, touch

ed with thefe new proofs of her 

mother's kindnefs, unfolded to her 

the inrnoft receffes of her mind, 

and thole H:ruggles which had been 

only known to Heaven; thanking 

Providence for having fent her the 

fupport !he had received fron1 a 

mother's 
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n1other's tendernefs and approba
tion; and adding) that every thing 
now contributed to make her re
folve to remain with them, for 
there was no longer any reafon to 
be anxious either for the prefent 
or for the future. 

Madame de 1a Tour, finding 
that her converfation with her 
daughter had produced an effect 
directly contrary to what fhe had 
expected, faid, " My dear child, 
.I will not infill: upon your going; 
take time to deliberate; but con
ceal your love from Paul. It is 
dangerous to confefs to a Jover 
that he is beloved.'' 

Towards evening, when fhe was 
alone with her daughter, a tall 
1nan entered in a blue caffock. 

He 

C 
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He was a miffionary prieft be
longing to the ifland, and con .. 

feffcr to Madame de la Tour and 

Mary. I-le was fent by the r o

vernor. " Heaven be praifrd ! 
my good friends," faid he, as he 

entered, cc you a!'e now rich. 

You may henceforth follow the 

dictates of your generous hearts, 

and relieve your poor neighbours. 

I know what paired in your con

verfation with M. de la Bourdo

!1:iye this n1orning. Your health, 

good Jady, obliges you to reinain 

here; but you, n1y child, have no 

excufe. \Ve n1uft obey the will 

of Providence, and comply witli 

1h e dtmands of our aged relations, 

rven fuppofing them to be unjuft~ 

It may be a facrifice; but 1t 1s 

the 
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the order of God. He made a 
great facrifice for us, and we 
fuould follow the example, and 
devote ourfel ves to the good of 
our fa1nily. Your voyage to France 
will end profjJeroufly. ·y· ou will 
go, my dear child, you will not 
certainly refufe ?" 
, Mary, with her eyes fixed upon 
the ground, anfwered, with a tre,n
bling voice., " If it is indeed the 
order of Providence that I fhould 
go, I ,vill 1nake no refiftance. Let 
the \.vill cf Heaven be done:" and 
fue burfl into tears. 

The 1niffionary left them, and 
went to give the Governor an ac
count of his fuccefs. And Ma
·dame de la Tour fent Domingo 
to me, to tell n1e that .fhe wifhed 

to 
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to conf ult 1ne concerning the de
parture of her daughter. I was by 
no n1eans of opinion that they 
fhould fend her to France; for I 
have always looked upon it as a 
firft principle of happinefa, that 
fimple and natural enjoyments 
fuould be preferred to thofe of for
tune; and that we .fhould never 
feek. at a diftance, what is to be 
found within ourfelves. Thefe 
1naxims I extend to every thing 
without exception. But what a
vailed n17 .principles of modera
tion, in oppofition to the illufions 
of fortune ; or fimple reafon againft 
the prejudices of the world., and 
an authority which Madame de la 
Tour held facred ? I confidered 
·her application to me for my ad-
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vice, therefore, only as an effect of 
her ci vi Ii ty ; for, after the decifion 
of her confeifor, fhe had no doubts 
remaining. Even Margaret, who, 
notwithftanding the ad vantages 
which .fhe might expect to accrue 
to her fon, had hitherto CT:renuouf
ly oppofed the departure of 1\1ary, 
no longer made any objeB:ion. Jis 
to PauJ, though he was ignorant of 
the detennination, the private con
verfations of Madame de la Tour 
and her daughter alarmed him, and 
he fell into an extreme mclancholv; 
cc Some defign is in Jg~Lation," he 
ufed to fay, " and it rnuft: be n
gainft me, fince it is c6ncea!cd 
from me." 

As foon as the report \Vas fj1read 
that thefe rocks had been vifited 
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by -fortune, they were befieged by . 
.dealers of all forts, who difplayed 

the rich merchandize of India in 
thefe poor huts; fine dimities of 

Godelour ; handkerchiefs of Pel
licate and Maifulipatan ; muf1ins 

of Dacca, plain, ftriped, embroi

dered, and of the fineft texture; 

beautiful white baftas of Surat; 
chities of all colours, and of the 
;rareft forts, with dark grounds and 

green f prigs. They unrolled pieces 

of magnificent filk from China; 

lampas all open - work ; damafks 
of filver white, of grafs green, and 

fplendid rofe-colour; taffeties of 
pink, and fattins without number; 

delicate chintze-s; n:1nkins, wl ite 

.and yellow; and even the pagnes of 
Madagafcar. 

VoL. I. M Mad am"' 
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Madame de la Tour wifhed 

her daughter to take whatever 

fl1e liked; and only attended her

felf to the quality and price of 
fuch as fhe chofe, that ihe 1night 

not be impofed upon. Mary fe

leB:ed fuch things as fhe thought 

would be moft agreeab-le to her 

1nother., to Margaret, and to Paul-: 

-one piece wouid make good fur

niture, !he faid-another would 

be ufeful for Domingo and Fran'... 

ces ; till at length the bag of piaf

tres was exhaufted, and !he had 

thought of nothing for herfelf, fo 

that her portion was afterwards 

collected from the various pre

fents fhe had 1nade ·to the family. 

Thefe gifts of fortune filled the 

heart of Paul with all the hitter

nefs 
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nefs of grief; he looked upon them 

as the prefages of Mary's depar

ture. He came to me fome days 

after, and with the moft dejected 

countenance faid, " My fifrer is 

going; preparations are already 

1naking for her voyage. Come, I 

entreat you, and ufe all your in

fluence over her mother and mine, 

to prevail upon them to keep her 
here." I complied with his ear

neft requefr, though I was perfect

ly convinced, before hand, that my 
remonfi:rances would be of no ufe. 

I had always thought Mary 
beautiful in her coarfe blue cloth 

of Bengal, and with only a pink 

handkerchief about her head; but 

her charms appeared 

~reater advantage, now 

M ~ 

to 1nuch 

that !he 
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was dreffed like the ladies ·of the 
.country. She was in white muOin 

lined with rofe-colour, which was 

1nade clofe to her !hape, and !hew

ed all the delicacy of her form ; 
and her golden hair, plaited in 

double treffes, adorned her fair 

face. Her fine blue eyes wen; full 
of melancholy: and the ftruggles 
of paffion, which agitated her heart, 

gave to her -complexion a vivid 
colour, and to her voice the moft 

touching founds. Even the gay 
drefs, which it feemed irkfome to 

her to wear, formed a con traft, 
that made the dejection of her 

countenance the 1nore {hiking. It 

was impoffible to fee her, or hear 

her fpeak, without emotion. Paul's 
grief increafed d ai 1 y. Margaret., 

concerned 
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concerned at the fituation in which' 

fhe faw hin1, faid, " My dear· 

fon, why do you encourage falfe· 

hopes ? When you are obliged to 

give them up, the ftruggle will be 

greater and n1ore afflicting to you. 

It is time that I fhould tell you· 

the fecret of your life and: n1ine. 

Mademoifelle de la Tour is re

lated, on the fide of her mother, tO' 

a perfon of confequence and of

great fortune in France. Your· 

mother is 0nly the daughter of a, 

farmer, and, what is more, you are· 

illegi ti mace." 
The w0rd• illegitimate furprifed 

him. He had never heard it be

fore; and,- having afked the mean

jng of it, fbe anf we red ; " You 

had no lawful father. When I 
M 3 was. 
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was young, love made 1ne gudty 
of a fault, of which you were the 
confequence. My weaknefs de
prived you of your paternal fa
mily, and 1ny repentance of your· 
1nother's. Unfortunate child, you 
have no relation ·in the world but 
myfelf !" and ihe 1hed tears. Pa1Jl 
put his arms about her neck, and 
anf we red, " Oh my dear mother! 
fince I have no relation in the 
world but yourfelf, I ihall love you 
the more. But what a fecret you 
have revealed to me ! I now fee 
the reJfon, which has made Mary 
avoid my company for the laft two 
months ; and which determines her 
to leave us. Alas ! lhe certainly 
defpifes me ! 

When 
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When they met at fupper, they

all fat down together as ufual ; 

but, each agitated by ditferent 

paffions, they eat little, and did 

not f peak. Mary fir fr left the 

table, and came to fit upon the 

bank where we now are. Paul fol-· 

lowed foon after, and placed himfelf 

by her. For f ome time they kept 

a profound Glence. It was one uf 

thofe delicious nights, fo com1nom 

between the tropics, the beauty oC 
which it is not in the power of 

pamtrng to 1m1tate. The 1noon

appeared in the mid ft of the firma-· 

1nent f urrounded with thin clouds,. 

which her rays by degrees dif-• 

perfed, and gently extended their· 

light over the mountains of the 

iiland, and the rocks of filver grey. 

M 4 The 



( 168 ] 

The winds were hu!hed; and i11 
the woods and valleys were heard 
the fofc notes of young birds, 
murmuring and careffing each 
other in their nefts, animated by 
the cJearnefs of the night and the 
fiillnefs of the air. The infects 
rufi:led in the grafs. The frars 
fhone with double lufl:re, and their 
trembling Jight was reflected in 
the bofom of the deep. Mary:>s 
diftreffed eves wandered over the 
vaft and dark horizon of the fea, 
which was only diftinguifhed from 
the land by the red lights of the 
.fifhermen ; 1he_ perceived, at the 
entrance of the port, a firearn of 
light and a length of fhadow.-lt 
was the lantern of the veifel in 
which !he was to e1nbark for Fu-

rope., 



rope, and which lay at anchor:; 

ready to fail as foon as the calm 

fuould ceafe. The fight of the 

veffel excited fre!h forrow, and 

fhe turned afide her head that 

Paul mig~t not fee her tears. 

Madame de la Tour, Margaret, 

and myfelf were feated at a little dif

tance fro1n them, under fome ba

nana-trees, and in the filence of 

the night we difl:incl:1y heard their 

converfation, which I have not 

forgot. 
" I find, Madam, that you 

are gomg 

faid Paul. 

in a few days," 

cc You will riil( the 

dangers of the fea - the fea, of 

·which you have often expreffed 

fo much terror." "I mufr f ub

mit to my relations, and to 111y 

duty;" 
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duty," anf wered Mary. <c You 
leave us," replied Paul, " for a 
relation whom you have never 
feen !" ''Alas!" faid lhe, " I 
ihould have wifhed to remain here 
for ever; but my mother would 
not confent to it. My confeffor 
alfo told 1ne, that it was the will 
of God that I fhoul<l go ; and 
that this life was a trial. Oh ! it 
js a fevere tria]/' 

cc Are there then," faid he, " fo 
many reafons that determine you 
to go, and are there none which 
can induce you to flay ? Oh you 
have motiv€s for your departure 
which you have not named ! 
Riches have great alluren1ents ! 
The appellation of brother, which 
you no longer give to me, you will 

beftow 
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beftow upon another in a new 

world; and that happy brother

will be felecl:ed fr01n amongft 

thofe who are worthy of you, by 
birch, as well as by fortune, which 

I have not to offer to you. But 

where would you go to be hap

pier? U pan what coaft can you 
Jand, which can be dearer to you, 

than that where you were born ?: 
vVhere can you find a fociety 1nore 

;igreeable than that in which you 
are fo much beloved ? How will 

you be able to forego the tender 

cardfes of your mother, which 

you have ever been accuftomed 

to ? What will become of her, al

ready advanced in years, w~en £he 
no longer fees you by her fide, at 

table, in the houfe, in our walks, 
1n 
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in which 1he always leat1ed upon 
your arm ? What will become of 
znine, to whom you are equally 
dear ? What ihall I fay to give 
them comfort, when I fee them, 
weep for your lofs ? Crue I as you 
are, I fpeak not of myfelf: but 
what will becorne of me, when I 
no longer fee you with us in the 
morning, and that night co1nes 
and we a:!femble without you; 
when I fee the two palm-trees,. 
which were planted at our birth) 
and were fo long witnefs of our 
mutual friendfhip? Oh! fince ano
ther lot has more charms for you_; 
.fince you will leave your native 
land for one that you have not 
known, and for fuch advantag(ts 
as my labour cannot procure for 

you; 

0 
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y0u; let me go with you in the 

ve!fel which is to carry you to 

Europe; l will comfort you in 

the ftorm ; you {hall reft your 

head upon 1ny bofom, and 1ny 
heart £hall cherifh you : and, ar

rived in France, where you go to 

feek riches and honours, I wi11 

ferve you as yot1r fia-ve. Happy 

only in your happinefs; in thofe 

n1agnificent dwellings, where I 
fuall fee you adored and admired, 

I !hall be ftill ri.ch enough., and 

great enough, to rnake you the 

greateft of all facrifices, by dying 

at your feet." His voice faltered, 

and he ceafed to f peak. 
Mary replied, in broken ac

cents, " It is for you that I go
for you~ whom 1 have feen bent 

.rlow.a 
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,down with labour for the fupport 
-of our infirm parents. If I have 
accepted this opportunity to ac-

.. quire riches, it is with the hope of 
•making an ample return to you 
for all your goodnefs to us. But, 
no wealth is equal in value to 
your friendfhip. What do you 
talk of birth ? Oh !-if it were 
poffible for 1ne now to choofe a 
·brother, Jhould I take any other 
but you ? 0 Paul! 'Paul! you are 

-much more than a brother to me! 
What has it not coft me to avoid 
you ! I wifhecl you to affift me in 
feparating myfelf fro1n you, till 
Heaven fl1ould blefs our uniono 
But I will fray, or go, or live, 
or die as you detennine-difpofe 
of me as you will. \.Veak as I 

l am! 
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am! I refifted your careffes, b\lt 
I cannot withftand your grief l" 

Paul caught her in his arms, 
and, preffing her eagerly to his 
bofom., he cri.ed, with a deep-, de
.termioed voice, cc I will go with 
her - nothing ihall feparate us ! ,, 
'~./Ve all ran to hiLn. Madame de 
la Tour faid, cc If you leave us~ 
what fuall we do, my dear fon ?" 

I--Ie repeated the words, Son!
Son ! - with .a tre1nulous voice. 
" Does the mother feparate he:r 
children l" faid he : " both have 
been fed wjth your milk; both 
have been brought up upon your 
l ap; we learnt of you to love each 
-O ther, and now you would fend 
her from me !-fend her to Eu
,rope, that cruel country, where 

you 
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you were yourfelf refufed an afy
}um ; and to hard relations, by 

whom you were yourfelf aban

,<loned. You will tell me, that I 

have no clai1n to her; that fhe is 

JlOt my fifter. But fhe is every 

thing to me; riches, family, rank, 

all my po.ffeffion ; I know no 

,other. We have had one cradle, 

and we will have but one grave. 

-If !he goes, I muft accompany 

her. Say that the Governor will 

prevent me ! - he cannot prevent 

my throwing myfelf into the fea, 

and I will fwim after the veffel. 

The waves cannot be more fatal 

to me than this fhore. And, as I 

cannot Ii ve with her here, I will 

~t leaft die in her fight, and far 

f rom you, mercilefs as you are, 
and 
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and undeferving the name of mo
ther! May the ocean, to whofe 
dangers you expofe her, withhold 
her from you for ever ! May the 
waves cafl: back my body to the 
land, and, rclling it with her's 
upon the fands, pierce your heart 
with grief for the lofs of both your 
children ! J) 

I feized hold of him, as he pro
nounced thefe words, for his de
fpair feemed to have difordered 
his fenfes. His eyes were in
flamed with paffion ; the fweat 
rolled off his heated cheeks ; his 
knees £hook; and his heart beat 
with violence againft his agitated 
bofom. 

Mary, trembling with appre
henfion for him} faid, " Oh! my 

V o 1. I. .rJ de :1 r 
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dear friend! I call to witnefs the · 

charm of our infant-love, our 

rt1utual farrows, and all that can 

hind one unfortunate be: ng to 

2nother, that if I fta y, it will be 

to live with you; and if I go, 

t hat I will return to be your's for 

ever. I call upon you all to bear 

teftimony of it-you, who have 

brought me up, who difpofe of 

my life, and who now fee my tears. 

I folemnly vow it., by that Heaven 
which hears me; by the fea which 

I am to traverfe; by the air which 

I breathe, and which I have never 

fullied by falfehood." 

As the rocks of ice fall from 

the Appenines with the heat of the 

fun., fo funk the impetuous fury of 
this young n1an, upon hearing the 
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voice of his beloved. He held 
down his head and wept. His 
mother, rnixing her tears with his, 
took him in her arms, but did 
not fpeak.. Madame de la Tour, 
quite overcome, turned to me, 
and faid, " I can bear thefe fcencs 
no longer! they rend my heart. 
This fatal voyage ihall not take 
place. My good friend, try if 
you can prevail upon Paul to go 
home with you. We have none 
of us flept for the laft fix days.'' 

" Paul," faid I, cc your fifl:er 
will not go. To-morrow we ihall 
apply to the Governor. But come 
home with 1ne now, and let your 
family repofe quietly. It is late; 
lt 1s already midnight, for the 

N 2 fouther11 
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fouthern crofs is upon the hori

zon." 
He made no anf wer, but fol-

lowed me; and, after a night of 

great agitation, he arofe at day

break, and returned to his habi-
. 

tat10n. 
But why fhould I continue this. 

narration? In the life of man there· 

is but one fide that can be looked 

at with pleaf ure; like the globe 

'llpon which we turn, a few hours 

complete the rapid revolution, and. 

,one half remains in darknefs, that 

the other may enjoy the light. 

Let me entreat you to continue,. 

1 anf we red, and finifh a relation 

which you have begun in a man

ner fo inte refting. The images. 
t of 
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1of happ.inefs give us pleaf ure, and 
thofc of misfortune inftruB:. Tell 
me what became of the wretchell 

Paul. 
The firft object he faw was their 

mulatto, Frances, who was upon 
a rock looking towards the open 
fea. He called out, as foon as 
he came within hearing, " Where 

'---' 

is Mary ?" Frances turned her 
head away, and cried. Paul, al
moft frantic, ran inftantly to the 
port. There he heard that Mary 
had embarked at day-break; that 
the veffel had fet fail immediately, 
and was no longer 1n fight. He 
returned to the houfe, and went 
through it without fpeaking. 

Although this enclof ure of rock 
1 eh.ind us appears almoft perpen-

1 3 dicular, 
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<licular, there are little green plat~ 
forms which divide it into diffe
rent ftages, by means of which it 
is poffible, by fome rough and 
broken paths, to cJimb up as far 
as the bafe of that inacceffible 
cone, which is called the Needle. 
At the foot of this, there is a 
]evel fpace full of large trees ; 
but in a f tuation fo elevated and 
fo fteep, it is al1nofr to be ca1led a 
forefl: in the air. The fummic of 
the Needle, attrntl:in9" the clouds, 
feveral little ftreanjs are formed 
upon the height, which fall into 
the va11ey; but at fo great a depth 
below it, that tl e dafhing of the 
water at the bo tom is nc t heard 
at the top. This fpot commands 
the greateft part of the ifland, with 

its 
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its mountains, and the high pikes 

rifing again above them; amongft 

the refl:, Pitterboth, and the Three
breafted Mountain, with their 

wooded vallies ; and beyond the1n 

an extenfive view of the ocean, 

as far as the Ifie of Bourbon, 

_which is forty leagues to the weft. 

It was from this place that Paul 

defcried the veffel which carried 

Mary away. It was ten leagues 
· from the £bore, and appeared only 

as a dark f pot in the 1nidft of the 

boundlefs fea. He remained there 
the greateft part of the day, with 
his eyes fixed upon it. When it 
was no longer vifible, he though t 
he frill perceived it; and when 
he found that it was entirely lofl 
in the n1ift of the horizon, h~ 

4 
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yet continued upon the wild and 
bleak rocks, where the palms and 
bananas are continually blown 
about by the winds, and their 
deep and hollow founds, like the 
notes of a diftant organ, infpire 
profound melancholy. 1t was in 
this fpot that I found him, lean
ing his head againft a ftone, and 
with his eyes fixed upon the 
ground. I had been in fearch 
of hi1n ever fince the rifing of 
the fun. With much difficulty f 

·prevailed upon hi1n to defcend, 
and to return to his family; and 
at length brought him home. 
When he firft faw Madame de la 
Tour, he reproached her bitterly 
for having deceived him. She 

tol.d ·us, that the wind having 

rifen 
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rifen about three in the morning~ 
and the vdfel being read v to fail, 
the Governor, followtd by a part 
of his guard, and attrnded by 
the 1niffionary, han come with a 
pal an quin to fe tch her daughter; 
and that all with one voice cry
ing out, that it was for the ad
vantage of the whole family, in 
fpite of her remonftrances and 
tears they had carried Mary away, 
alrnoft fenfelefs. 

" If I had but taken leave of 
·her," cried Paul," I might even now 
feel fome degree of peace ! I fhould 
have faid-Mary, if, during the 
ti me that we have lived together, 
a word has ever paffed 1ny lips 
wh!ch could offend you, tell me~ 
·before you quit me for ever, that 

you 
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you forgive me. I ihould have 
faid - Farewell, my deareft Mary! 
fince I am deftined never to fee 
you more, farewell ! Be happy: 
though far removed from me, be 
happy." Then, feeing his 1nother 
and 1\'Ia~:une de la Tour in tears, he 
added-" You muft now feek for 
fome other to comfort you!" and, 
leaving them abruptly, he went to 
wander about the valley, and vifit 
~11 the fpots which Mary had moil: 
frequented. To the goats and 
kids, which ran bleating after him, 
he faid : " Why do you follow 
me? You will no longer find her 
with me who ufed to carefs you 
and give you food." When he wenc 
to her favourite fountain, and the 
birds ca1ne hovering round him, 

he 
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he cried out: cc Unfortunate as you 
are ! the kind hand which ured to 
feed you will feed you no n1ore." 
And, feeing Tayo, who ran before 
him, quefting in the paths, he 
fighed, and faid-" Alas ! you will 
never find her again." At length, 
he went afld fat down upon the 
bank where fhe had talked t0 him 
the evening before, and., looking 
towards the fea where the veffel had 
difappeared, he !bed a torrent of 
tears. 

We followed him from place 
to place, apprehending fome fatal 
confequence from the agitation of 
his mind. His mother and Ma
dame de la Tour conjured him, in 
the mofl: affectionate terms, not to 
add to their grief by his def pair. 

At 



, 

[ 188 ] 

At lart he was a little calmed by 
the tender appellations of iviadame 
de la Tour, who called him Son, 
Beloved fon, The deftined huf
band of her daughter. And .fhe pre
vailed upon him to come into the 
houfe, and to take fome nourifh
ment. He fat down to table with 
us, taking his place next to that 
which ufed to be occupied by the 
companion of his childhood, and 
he fpoke to her as if .fhe was frill 
there, and offered her f uch things 
as ihe ufed to like; and then, as if 
he fuddenly recollected her depar .. 
ture, he burft into tears. The 
following days he collected toge
ther every thing which had been 
particularly appropriated to her 
ufe; the laft flowers !he had \rorn, 

and 
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2.nd a coco-fhell cup .out of which 
fhe had been accufl:omed to drink; 
and thefe precious remains, as his 
deareft treafure, he kiffed and put 
into his bofom. Whatever has 
been touched by a beloved object., 
becomes fweeter to the lover than 
the perfume of amber. After fome 
time, feeing that his bitter regrets 
increafed thofe of his mother and 
Madame de la Tour, and that the 
wants of the family required his 
unremitted labour, he began to 
work with Domingo in the gar
den. 

And foon, this young man, who 
before had all the indifference of a 
Creole for every thing which paffes. 
in the world, defired me to teach 
hin1 to read and write, that he 

might 
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1night be able to correfpond with 
- Mary. Afterwards he wifhed to be 

infhuB:ed in geography, that he 
might form fome idea of the coun
try where fhe was to land ; and in 
hiftory, that he 1night know the 
manners of the people with whom 
fhe was to live. It was with the 
fame views that he had before 
perfected hi1nfelf in agriculture, 
and had learnt the art of making 
the rougheft parts of their little ter
ritory agreeable.-Love was in all 
the motive ; and we are certainly 
indebted to this ardent and reftlefs 
paffion for moil: of the improve
ments of life; to the pleafures 
which it feeks, we owe the fcien
ces and the arts; and from its pri
vations arofe that philofophywhich 

teaches 
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teaches us to bear every thing. 

Thus nature, which 1nade love the 

band to unite all beings, made it 

alfo the firft moving power in fo

ciety, and the caufe of almoft all 

our pleafures and acquirements. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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PAUL AND MARY. 

PAUL did not find much 
amufement in the ftudy of 

geography., which, inftead of de
fcribing the nature of each coun
try, only gives its political divi
fions. Hiftory, particularly mo
dern hiftory, interefted him as lit
tle. He only faw general and pe
riodical evils, without being able 
to diftinguifh their fource. Wars, 
which feemed to have neither caufe 
nor end; intricate cabals; nations 
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without energy, and princes with

out humanity. He preferred to 

f uch ftudies the reading of ro

mances, which, relating more to 

the fentiments and the interefts of 

men, fometimes prefented to his 

view fituations which had a near 

refemblance to his own : and Te

lemachus was the work from which 

he received the moft pleafure, frotn 

its pictures of fimple life, and the 

defcription of thofe paffions which 

are natural to the human heart. He 

read to his mother and Madame de 

la Tour fuch parts as moft affect

ed hin1 ; and then tender recol

lections preffing upon his mind, his 

voice faltered, and his eyes filled 

with tears. The dignity and wif

dom of Antiope1 and the tendernefs 
and 
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..and farrows of Eucharis, appeared 

to him all united in Mary. But 
he was quite loft and confounded 

when he read our fafuionable no

vels, fo corrupt both in their man

ners and morals; and when he was 

told that thefe conftituted a true 

picture of fociety in Europe, he 

trembled, and not without fo1ne 

degree of reafon, left Mary ihou1d 
be perverted and forget him. 

Two years in effect had paffed 

away, and Mada1ne de la Tour had 

had no letter from her aunt, or · 

fron1 her . daughter; {he had only 

heard> from other hands, that Mary 
had landed fafely in France. At 

,ength fue received, by a veffel 

which was on its paffage to India, 

'i\ pacquet and a letter written in 

B z Mary' 
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Mary's own hand. Notwithftand:.. 
ing the caution with which her
.kind and affectionate chi]d expref. ... 
frd herfelf, Mad·ame de la Tour 
faw plainly that fhe was unhappy. 
This letter was fo good a picl:ure 
of her character and her fituation~ 
that! I took a copv of it, and I can 
repeat It, I believe, almoft word 
for wordo 

"My dearly beloved mother, 

" I have already written feveral 
let~ers to you with my own hand;. 
but having -received no anf wer, I 
have reafon to fear that they did 
not reach you. I have better 
hopes of this, from the precauti'ons 
I have taken to for-ward it to youJ) 
:ind to receive your anf wer .. 

~ :. " I have 
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" I have fhed many tears finte 

·our feparation.-I, who had never 

wept before, but for the misfor

tunes of others ! My great aunt 

expreffed much furprife, when ihe 

queftioned me about my improve

ments, and I told her that I could 

neither read nor write. She aiked 
what I had been learning ever 

.fince I came into the world; and 
wfoen I told her., that it was to 
take care of the houfe, and do 
what you ordered me, fhe faid I 

l1ad been brought up like a menial 

fervant. The next day fhe fent 

.me to fchool at a large abbey 

near Paris, where I had all forts 

of mafters : amongft other things»-
1 was taught hiftory, geography, 

gra1nmar, mathematics) and to 
B 3 ride 
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ride on horfeback ; but 1 have fo 
little genius for any of thefe ac
quirements, that I am fure I 1hall 
rnake no progrefs. J am fenfible 
that I have, as they all tell me, a 
'very feeble underftanding. The 
kindnefs of my aunt, however, is 
not dimini1hed. She gives me 
new cloaths every change of fea
fon ; and I have two wa1tmg
maids, who are as well dreffed as 
myfelf. She makes me take the 
.title of Countefs, and infifts on my 
no longer calling myfelf De la 
Tour-a n:1111e as dear to me as to 
yourfelf, fro1n what you have told 
me of 1ny father, and• all · that he 
fuffered before he- obtained you. 
She has, however, given me your 
1naiden name, and tha.t too is dear 
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to me, becaufe it once was yours. 

As I found myfelf in a fituation 

fa affluent, I defired her to fend 

fame little f up ply to you. How 

can I relate her anfwer? but you 

wiili me to tell you the exact truth= 

fhe faid, that a f mall f um would 

be of no ufe to you, and that, in 

the kind of life you led, a large 

one would be rather an incum

brance. 
cc I intended to have employed 

fome perfon here to write for me, 

as foon as I came; but finding no 

one in whom I could place a con

fidence, I applied myfelf night and 

day to learn to write 1nyfelf, and, 

thank Heaven, I made myfelf rnif

trefs of it in a fhort time. I gave 

my fir(1: letters to the ladies who 

B 4 wait 



[ 8 J 
wait upon me, and delired that 
they n1ight be fent to you ; but I 
have reafon to think that they 
carried them to my great aunt. I 
have now recourfe to one of the 
boarders, who expreifes a friend
fhip for me ; and I defire that 
vour anfwers may be enclofed to 
her, with the under-written di
rection. 

" My aunt has forbid me to 
have any correfpondence whate
ver, as fhe fays it might prove 
an obftacle to thofe advantages fhe 
has in view for me. Nobody is 
allowed to fee me at the grate., ex
cepting herfelf and an old noble
nian, who has, fhe fays., taken a 
liking to my perfon. To fay the 
truth, I !hould have no liking for 
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, 'hi1n, were it indeed poffible that I 
could feel interefted for any body 
here. 

I am f urrounded with all the 
f plen_dor of wealth, but I have 
not the difpofal of a farthing: they 

fay, that if I were allowed money, 

it might be of ill confequence. 
Even my cloaths belong to my 
women, and they quarrel about 

then1 before I have done wearing 

them. In the midft of riches I 
am poorer than I was when with 

you; for I have nothing to give. 
When I found that my fine ac

quirements would not furnifh me 
with the means of doing the leaft 
fervice to any body, I had recourfe 
to needle-work, which you had 

happily taught me; and I fend 
you 
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you feveral pair of ftockings, which.· 
I have made for you, and for my 
mama Margaret, a cap for Do
mingo, and one of my red hand
kerchiefs for "Frances. I enclofe 
alfo fo1ne kernels of fruits which I 
had at my deferts, and feeds of all 
the trees which grow in the park 
belonging to the abbey, which I 
collected in my hours of recreation. 
There are alfo fome feeds of vio
lets, daifies, poppies, corn-flowers, 
butter-cups, and fcabioufes, which 
I picked up in my walks. The 
flowers in the fields are n1ore beau
tiful here than with us; but they 
are entirely difregarded. I am 
fure that you and my mama lVIar
garet will be more pleafed with 
this bag of feeds, than you were 
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with the purfe-f ull of piaCT:res which 
was the caufe of our feparation, 

and of my forrowo It will be 

a great pleaf ure to me if you fhould 

one day fee apple-trees growing· 

by the fide of our bananas, and 

beeches mixing their boughs with 

thofe of the coco-trees : you will . 

think yourfelf tranfported to Nor

mandy, which you ·love fo much. 

You enjoined me to tell you all 

my pleafures and my pains: I can 

have no joy when I am feparated 

from you : a-s for my forrows, I 

appeafe them as tTinch as I can, by 
confidering that I am in a fitua

tion where you, in obedience to 

the will of G-0d_; have placed meo 

The mofl: painful circumftance to 
me here is the having no one who 

ean·talk to me of you, and 1 can-
not 
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not ~talk of you to any body. My
chamber-women, or rather my 
aunt's, tell me, when I attempt to 
introduce any converfation relat
ing to what is deareft to my beart, 
that I am a French woman, and 
that I ought to think no more of 
a favage country. Alas 1 I muft 
forget myfelf before I can forget 
my native land, and the place 
where you refide ~ This is to me a 
favagecountry, for I live in it alone, 
without one human being to whom 
1 can impart the love and tendernefs 
I have for you., and which I ihall 
carry with me to the grave. 

Dear and moft beloved parent, 
1 am your very affectionate 

and obedient child, 
MARY DE LA TouR. 

~, I recommend to your care and 
friendfhip 
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friendfhip Frances and Domingo.I) 
• 

who were fo careful of me in my 
infancy; and pray carefs Tayo for 
1ne, who found me in the woods." 

Paul was amazed to find that he 
was not named in the letter, when 
even the dog belonging to the houfe 
had been remembered by her; but 
he did not know, that, however 
long the letter, a woman never 
mentions what is neareft to her 
heart till the end. 

In a Poftfcript, Mary particu ... 
]arl y recommended to the care of 
Paul two forts of feed, the violet 
and the fcabious : !he gave him 
fome directions with regard to the 
nature of the plants, and the places 
where they would be moil: likely 
to fucceed. cc The violet,'' ihe 

9 faid, 
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·faid, " is a little flower of a deep 
blue, which loves to hide itfelf in 
the bufhes; but it is difcovere~ by 
its delightful fragrance." She de
fired him to fow it upon the edge 
of the fountain, at the foot of her 
coco-tree. cc The fcabious,'"' !he 
added, ~, bears a flower of a very 
tender blue, with a dark eye1 

fpeckled with white. It feems in 
mourning, and is for that reafon 
called the widow's flower. It de
lights in arid foils, and in fitua
tions expofed to the wind." She 
,defired him to put this flower upon 
the rock, where ihe had talked to 
hi1n for the laft time, the evening 

'.before fue left the ifland, and, for 
her fake, to call it for the future, 
'.the Farewell Rock. 

She had put thefe feeds into a 
t little 
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·little purfe, of which the texture 
was fimple, but which appeared 

above all price in the eyes of Paul, 

when he perceived a P. and an Mo 
interwoven together in a cyphe~, 

and worked in hair, which, by its 
beauty, he knew to be her own. 

The letter of this amiable and 

good girl aff ecl:ed them al]. Ma

dame de la Tour immediately an

f wered it, and defired her, in the 

name of the whole family, either 

to fray or return, as fhe chofe; af

f uring her, that they had all, in 

lofing her, loft their greateft hap

pinefs, and that, for herfelf, no

thing could confole her .. 
Paul wrote a very long letter, in 

which he told her, that he fhould 

endeavour to make the garden 
worthy 
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worthy to receive her, and that he 
would mingle the plants of Eu
rope and Africa, as fhe had con1-
bined the letters of their names in 
her embroidery. He fent her fome 
coco - nuts from her fountain, 
which were arrived to maturity ; 
but he told her, that he would 
fend no other .i.c:eds from the ifland., 
that her defire to fee all its pro
dutl:ions might be an additional 
motive to haften her home : and 
he conjured her to comply with the 
ardent vows and wifhes of the fa
mily for her return, and, above all, 
with his, who could know no hap
pinefs without her. 

Paul fowed the European feeds 
with the utmoft care, and particu
larly the violet and fcabious, whofe 
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flowers . feemed to bear fo1ne ana

logy to the character and fituation 

of Mary, and which were endeared 

to him by her having recommend

ed them to his attention; but they 

had either been fpoiled in the voy
age, or the cli1nate of this part of 

Africa is unfavourable to them, 

for but few of them came up, and 

thofe did not arrive to perfection. 

Envy, in the mean time, which 

often precedes good fortune, p:ir

ticularly in thefe colonies, had 

fpread reports in the iflanJ ,v hie h 

gave much anxiety to Paul. Some 

of the paffengers, on board the veffd 
which had brought l\!Iary's letter, 

affirmed, that :fhe was foon to be 

married; they mentioned the name 

of the noblernan who was to marry 

V oL. II. C her ; 
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her; and fon1e w~n t fo far as to 
affert that the marriage had actu
ally taken place, and that they had 

been prefent at it. At firft, Paul 

difregarded news brought by trad

ing veffels, knowing how common 

it is for the1n to fpread falfe re

ports where they land; but, as many 

of the inhabitants, with a fort of 

malicious p1ty, affected to take 

part in his difappointment, he be

gan to have fome apprehenfion 

that it might be true: and having 

befides, in many novels that he 

had read, found that falfehood was 

looked upon only as a fort of plea

fantry 1n Europe, and knowing 

that thefe books were a faithful 

pit1ure of European manners, he 

feared that Mary might have her 
mind 
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t11ind perverted, and forget her 
firft engagements. He was made 
unhappy already by his know
ledge: but what moft contributed 
to raife his doubts, was the arrival 
of feveral European ihips, which 
touched here in the courfe of the 
following year, and which brought 
no tidings of her. 

The unfortunate young man, in 
the diftrefs and agitation of his 
mind, often caine to me, feeking, 
in my experience of the world, 
io1nething ro confirm or to banifn 
his doubts. 

I live, as I told you before, 
about a league and a half fro1n 
hence, upon the banks of a frnall 
; iver, which runs near the long 
·nountam: there I pafs my life in 

C '.l folitude, 



I • 

[ 20 ] 

folitude, without wife or child, and 
,vithout flaves. 

Next to the happinefs of meet"" 
ing with a companion of a kin
dred mind, and of a tafte and dif
pofition fuited to our own;. a blef
fing which is the lot of few; the 
ftate leafl: unhappy is that of foli ... 
tude. All men, who have been ill 
treated by the world, feek retire
ment. It is an extraordinary cir
cumftance, and worthy to be re-
1narked, that all thofe nanons 
which are unfortunate in their go
vernment, in their opinions, or in 
their morals, have produced nu
merous claifes of citizens, who 
have devoted themfelves to foli
tude and celibacy : fuch were the 
Egyptians 1n their decline; the 
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Greeks of the Lower Empire; and 

fuch, in our days, are the Indians, 

the Chinefe, the modern Greeks> 

the Italians, and moft of the Eaft
e:·n and Southern nations of Eu

rope. Solitude refl:ores to man, 

in f ome degree, his natural hap

pinefs, by averting focial evils. In 

our focieties, which are difunited 

Ly fo many prejudices, the mind 

is perpetually agitated : we are 

continually revolving all the tur

bulent and contradicl:ory opinions 

with which the members of wretch

ed and ainbitious fecl:s endeavour 

tofubdue each other. But in foli

tu<lc, the ftrange illufions difap

pear : 1nan recovers the fimple per

ceptions of his being, of the crea

t!on, and of the Creator. Lil,.e 

C 3 th~ 



the trollbled water of a torrent1 

which lays wafte the fields, if it 
finds a {ilent bed remote from its 
courfe, it regains its limpid clear
nefs, and reflects its own banks, 
and the verdure of the earth, and 
the azure of the fky. Solitude, 
too, refi:ores health to the body, 
as well as harmony to the mind. 
It is in the clafs of men devoted to 
folitude, that are to be found the 
mofr extraordinary infrances of 
longevity; as amongft the Bran1ins 
of India. Indeed, I think it fo 
effential to happinefs, even in the 
world, that it appears to me itn
poffible to have a permanent fatif
faB:ion in any opinions, or to re
gulate our conduct upon any cer
tain principles, if.. we do not make 
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to ourfelves a fort of interior foli

tude, from which our fentiments 

are feld01n allowed to ef cape, and 

into which the opinions of others 

are never f uffered to enter. I do 

not fay, however, that man fuould 

live entirely fecluded; he is con

nected by his weaknefs and his 
neceffities with all the human race; 

he owes his labour therefore to 

1nan ; he owes hi1nfelf to all na

ture. But, as Heaven has given 

us organs perfectly adapted to the 

globe which we inhabit; feet to 

walk; lungs to breathe the air; 

eyes to fee;: and that we cannot 

pervert the ~fe of thefe fenfes; he 

has referved for h imfelf, who is the 
auth0r of life, the heart., which is 

its principal organ. 
C 4 I pafa· 
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I pafa my days, as I have al
ready told you, far removed fro1n 
the world, which I would have 
ferved, and by which I have been 
perfecuted. After long travels 
over moft of the countries of Eu
rope, and fome parts of America 
and Africa, I fettled at laft in th is 
thinly-inhabited if1and, attracred 
by its mild air, and rts vaft de
ferts. A hut, ,which I built in the 
foreft, at the foot of a tree ; a 
piece of land, cultivated by my 
own labour; a river, which runs 
by 1ny door; are all that I require 
for my wants or my pleafures; and 
I have the additional enjoyment of 
fuch books as inftruct me how to be
come better. By·their means, even 
the world which I have ouitted is ,. 
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made to contribute to n1y prefent 

tranquillity, by prefenting picl:ures 

of thofe paffions which render its 
inhabitants wretched; and when 

] compare their lot with mine, I 

feel that I poffefs at leaft a nega

tive happinefs. Like a man who 

has efcaped to a rock, after the 

wreck of a veffel, I contemplate, 

from my afylum, the ftorms which 

fpread devaftation over the refr 
of the globe; and the diflant 

found of the tempeft feems to add 

to the calmnefs of my fltuation. 

Now that I a1n no longer in the 

way of men, that they are not in 

mine, I pity them, but do not hate 
then1. If I meet with any one in 
diftrefs, I endeavour t~ affift hi1n 
mith my advice, as a traveller by 

the 
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the fide of a torrent ftretches out 
l1is hand to a wretch who is fallen 
into it. But the innocent only at
tend to my voice: Nature fpeaks to 
the reft in vain; her image is by each 
cloathe<l with their own paffions; 
they purfue through life the phan
ton1 which leads them afiray, and 
then complain to I-leaven, of er-
rors which were of their own crea-
tion. An1ongft the number of the 
wretched whom I have endeavour
ed to. bring back to nature, I ne
ver found one who was not fafci
nated by what occafioned his mife
ry. They all lifrened to me at firft, 
expecting that I !hould affifl: the1n 
i_n tLe acquirement: of either riches 
or honours; but when they found 
that ·what I wifned to teach, was 

to 

rr 

fa 

tl 

d 
(. ,. 

r c: 
,, , .. 



to do without thetn, they pitied 
me for not being engaged in the 

fame wretched purfuits ; they 
blamed 1ny reclufe life; they call

ed themfelves the only clafs of 

1nen ufeful to the world, and en- • 

deavoured to 

fame vortex. 

with all 1nen, 

draw 1ne into the 

I converfe freely 

and hear their opi-

nions ; but am no longer governed 

by them. S01netin1es I ferve as 

a leffon to myfelf; in the prefent 

calm that I enjoy, I go over in 

n1y mind all the former agirntions 

of my own life, to which I gave 

fuch importance; fortune, patron

age, fan1e, pleafure, and the opi

nions which are difputed in all 

parts of the world. I compare 

thofe men w horn I have feen en-

4 gaged 
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gaged in fierce contefts, and who 
are now no more, to the rapid cur
rents which foa1n and dafh againft 
the rocks, and then difappear, to 
return no more for ever. As for 
me, I glide peaceably down the 
fiream of time, towards the depths 
of futurity, where all fhores ceafe; 
and, from contemplating the har
monious fyfte1n of nature, I raife my 
mind 'to its Creator, and hope for 
a happier lot in fome future world. 

'f hough in the view from n1y 
hennitage, which is in the n1idd1~ 
of a wood, there is not that vJri
ety of objects which we fee frorn 
this height, there is fuch a difpo~
fition of the different parts, as 
makes the fituation very pleafing, 
particularly-to a man ·who defire:1 
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lefs to extend his thoughts than to 
revolve the1n in his own bofom .. 
The river which paffes by my 
houfe., runs ftrait through the 
wood, fo that I fee a long reach 
of it from my door, overihadowed 
with trees of various foliage. Ta
tamacks., ebony, and what we here 
call apple-wood, olives, and cin
namon. Groves of palmetto raife 
their upright and naked columns 
to the height of an hundred feet., 
and their tufced tops, ftanding 
high above the refr, feem like one 
f.orefl: growing upon another. Va
rious forts of creepers hang from 
tree to tree, and form fefl:oons and 
arches of flowers, and long drape
ries of green foliage. The aroma
tic gums w'ith which they abound, 

fill 
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fill the air with fo rich a perfume, 
that a man who has paffed through 
the wood, can perceive the fmell 
of them in his cloaths for fo1ne 
hours afterwards. In the flower
ing feafon, you would imagine 
that the trees were half covered 
with fnow. Towards the end of the 
fummer, many fpecies of foreign 
birds, led by an incon1prehenfible 
inftinct:, crofs the immenfe ocean, 
from unknown regions, and co1ne 
to feed upon the various feeds pro 
duced in the ifland, and the vi ici 
colours of their plumage makp a 
beautiful contraft with tLe bro,vn 
tints of the leaves frorchcd by be 
fummer fun. Arnnngfl others, 
there are 1nany fo res of lories and 
blue pigeonf, which are here.! 
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called Dutch pigeons. All the 

monkey tribe, confrant inhabitants 
of thefe woods, play amongfr the 

branches, and are diflinguifhed 

fron1 the bark by the green or grey 

colour of their coats and their black 

faces ; fome hang fron1 the boughs 
by their tail, and f wing backwards 

and forwards in the air; others leap 

fron1 tree to tree, holding their Ii t
tle ones to their bofom. The re

port of no murderous weapon ever 

frightened thefe peaceful children 
of nature. Nothing is heard but 

founds of joy, and the notes and 

unknown warblings of fouthern 

birds, which are repeated by the 

echoes of the foreft. The river, 

which runs rapidly over a bed of 
~1-onr, in its glaffy ftream., reflects 

at 
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at once the venerable maffes of
fhade, and the wanton plays of 
their happy people. About a 
thoufand paces below, it is formed 
into a cafcade by rocks : at the 
top it is a broad fheet of water, 
tranfparent as cryftal; but being 
broken in its fall, it is precipi ... 
tated to the bottom in white foam. 
A thoufand confufed founds are 
formed by the tumultuous torrent, 
which the wind fornetimes carries 
to a difi:ance, and fo1netimes unites 
and brings all colleB:cd to the 
ear at once, deafening the fenfo. 
The air, confi:antly agitated by 
the current of water, preferves 
upon the b:mks of this river, even 
during the burning heats of fun1-
mer, a coolnefs and verdure which 
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are fcarcely to be met with upon 

the higheft parts of the ifiand. 
At fo1ne diftance beyond, far 

enough removed fr01n the cafcade 
for us not to be diftBrbed by the 
noire, and yet fo near as to enjoy 
its beauty, and the frefhnefs of the 
air., we ufed fometirnes, during 
the great heats, to dine toge
ther under a rock; TVfadan1e de 
la Tour, Marg;:.rct, Paul, Mary, 
and n1yfelf. As l\ ... ary's n1ofl: con1-

n1on accions were alw3ys directed 
to fo1ne good purpofe, fhc nev r 

eat a fruit, when fhe was jn thefe 
parties, wic!iout putting the feed 
or kernel into the ground. "Thcfe 
will hereafter produce trees," ihe 
ufed to fay, "\-.hofefruitw11l be 
eaten by fome tr :-i ve11er, or at !eaft 

0 n e c.b. :I', a fr c r 
D catmg 
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eating a papayer in this fpot, ilie 

owed the feeds of it; and foon 

feveral young plants came up, 

amongft which there was one fe

male, that is, one which bears feed. 

When fhe left the ifiand it was 

not fo tall as a child ; but, as it is 

of quick growth, it was, three years 

afterwards, twenty feet high, and 

its !1:e1n f urrounded at the top with 

feveral rows of ripe fruit. Paul 

coming accidentally to the place, 

felt a f udden en1otion of pleafure 

at the fight of a large tree, raifed 

from a feed which he re1nembered 

to have been planted by Mary ; 

but it as fuddenly made him re

collect her long abfence, and filled 

him with deep regret. The ob

jects which we fee every day do 

not 1nake us fenfible of the f wifr .. 
n-.:ts 

tie 
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"'11efs with which ti1ne paffes away; 
;they grow old as we do, by gradu
al and imperceptible decay; but 
thofe which we have loft fight of 
for fome years, and then fuddenly 
meet with again, remind us of the 
rapidity with which the ftream of 
life flows from us. Paul felt the . 
fame f urprife at the fight of this 
tree loaded with fruit, which a 
traveller, after a long abfence) 
would feel when he returned to 

his country, if, inftead of his for-
1ner co1npanions, he found their 
children, whom he had left in their 
cradles, grown up and become fa
thers themfelves. At fitft he would 
have cut it down, becaufe it mark
ed too cruelly the length of ti1ne 
~.vhich &e had been abfent; but 

D 2, then, 
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· ; then, confidering it as a teftirnony 

of her general beneficence, he ki}f
~d the bark, and uttered a thou

fand expreffions of love and ten

dernefs. Sacred tree ! whofe de

frendants now exift in our foreCT:s, 

1 have n1yfelf beheld you with 

cnore pieafure than the triumphal 

• arches of the Ro1nans ! 1\tlay time, 

which deftroys the n1onuments of 

ambition, multiply tho[e of virt'u

ous poverty ! 
At the foot of this tree, I was. 

fure to meet Paul when he carne 

to rny part of the country. One 

day that I found him here, op

preffed with grief, I had a conver

fation with him, which I will re
late to you, if you are not tired 

of my long digreffions : they ::rre 
excufable 
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e~cufable at my age, and upor,i the 
fubject of my laft affections. 

F.Ie began with faying, " I am 
v:ery unhappy ! Mademoifelle de .. 
la' Tour has been abfent three 
years and a half, and, during the 

laft year and half, we have not 

heard from hero She is rich ; I a1n 

poor ; and ilie his forgotten me ! 
I have a n1ind to e1nbark and go 

to France; I will enter into the 

King's fervice; by that 1neans 1 
iball acquire a fortune; and when 

I have G>btained, riches and ho

nours, her aunt wiil confent to our 

1narna~e." 
" My dearfrien 1 !'' faid I, cc did 

:·ou not tell me yourfelf, that yot: 
\-a<l no r:3.nk ?" 
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u lVr y mother told me fo/' Be 

anf wered : ct as for me, I don't 

know what is meant by rank. I 
never perceived that I had lefs than 
others, or that others had more 
than myfelf." 

"The want of rank.," 1 replied ., 
4 ' will exclude you from all great 
pofts in France. You could not 
even be admitted irito any diftin,.. 
gui!hed regiment." 

" I have,"· faid he, " often 
heard yoo mention, as one caufe 
of the greatnefs of France, that 
the lowefl: fubjec1: might rife to the 
higheft honours; and you have even. 
quoted many celebrated names, 
who, fron1 an obfcure fitu:ition, 

had become the g]o(y of their 

t c~untry> 
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country. Why would you difcou .. 

rage me ?" 
cc My dear child 1" I faid, cc I 

will never difcourage you. I told 

you what was true of pail: times ; 

but all is now changed. Every 

thing is become venal ; every 

thing is looked upon as the patri

mony of a few families, or the 

property of certain bodies of 1nen: 
th<t king, like the fun in the mid ft 
of clouds, is f urrounded by them, 

and it is almofl: impoffible that 

even one ray .fhould fall upon 

you. 

" Formerly, in a lefs compli

cated adminifrration, fuch pheno
mena have been feen ; and then 

virtues and talents were unfolded . 
on every fide, like newly-culti ... 

D 4 vated 
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vated land, which gives out all'its 
nourifhment. But fuch kings as 
are able to judge accurately of the 
characl:ers of 111en, and to felecr 
the1n properly, are rare. In gene
ral, they fuffer themfrlvcs to be 
led by the courtiers who furround 
them." 

cc But perhaps," he faid., cc T 
nrny rneet with fome of thefe 
great men, who will patronize 
n1e. ,, 

" In order to obtain the protec
tion of the great," I anf wered, " it 
is neceffary to ferve them in their 
views of ambition, or in their plea
hires ; and you cannot fucceed 
amongft them, for you are without 
rank, and you have probity and 
honour." 
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~c But, I fha11 be fo daring, fo 

faithful, fo diligent, fo exacl: in all 

my duty," he replied, " that I 
fnall deferve to be adopted by 
fo1ne one amongft them, accord
ing to the cufcoin, of which I 
have feen accounts, in the ancient 
hiftories that you have given me 
to read." 

"Virtue," faid I, "~1mongft the 
Greeks and Ro1nans, even in their 
decline, w~s held in refpelt by 
men ~n power; but of the number 
of celebrated characters, which 
have from obfcurity been 1 :ii fed 
to fame, I do not know one, who 
:1as been adopted by a11y great fa
mily. •o;vV ere : t not for our kings, 

virtue would re1nain for ever ple

½eian. Sometimes they treat it 
with 
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with refpect, when it becomes 

kr.own to them ; but the diftinc

tions, which formerly were its re

ward, are now obtained only by 

money." 
" If I cannot acquire the friend

fuip of a man in power," he an

fwered, cc I will ende~vour to make 

myfelf acceptable to fome body of 

f!Ilen. By entering into their views, 

and adopting their opinions,! fhall 

gain their affection." 

" You will then be like other · 

Europeans,'' I replied; "-you will 

give up your principles to acquire 

fortune." 
" Oh no !>' faid he, cc I fhall 

always feek the truth." 

" You would perhaps in that 

afe," I aniwered, " make them 
enen11es 
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enemies inftead of friends. Be
ftdes, bodies· of men are very little 

interefted in the difcovery of truthB 
The ambitious only defire power., 
and are perfectly indifferent about 

all opinions.'> 

'' Unfortunate as I am," 'fie 
cried, " I am every way difap
pointed. I arn conde1nned to pafs . 
an obfcure laborious life, and ab .. 

fient fro1n Mary !,, And he gave. 

a deep figh. 
cc Let Heaven be ·your only pa

tron,'' faid l, cc and look upon 

the human race as the body that 
you would ferve. Be confrant in 
your duty to both. Great fa1ni

lies, cornrn~Jnities,. kings, people, 
have their prejudices and their 

paffions ; their fervice often re-
. 

qmres 
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quires the practice of vice. Hea.., 

ven and mankind are ferved by 
the practice of virtue. 

"' But why do you wifh to difrin
guifh yourfrlf from other men? It 
cannot be a natural defire; becaufe, 
if it was comm0n to all, each man 
would be in a ftate of warfare with 
his neighbour. Be fatisfied with 
the exercife of your duty in the ftate 
in which Providence has placed 
you; and blefs your lot, which en
ables you to judge and act for your
felf; which does not n~ake your. 
happinefs depend on the opinion of 
the multitude, like men in high fta
tions; or oblige you meanly to court 
the favour of the great for merefup
port., which is too often the fate of 
.poverty. You are in a country, ~rnd 

n 
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in a fituation, in which you ·can , 

obtain all the neceffaries of ] ife, 
without being obliged to deceive, 

or flatter, or debafe yourfelf, like 

rnoft of thofe who are in fearch of 

fortune in Europe. In your ftate 

you may be allowed the exercife of · 

every virtue: you may, with impu

nity, be honeft, faithful, .fincere, im
forn1ed, patient, te1nperate, chafte., 

mild, forgiving, pious; and no 
· fe nfe of ridicule will deftroy your 

judgment, which is now only open
ing. Heaven has bleffed you 

with liberty, health, a good coB.

fcience, and friends. The kin2.s, u 

whofe favour you wi!h to obtain, 

a,re not fo happy." 

" Alas!" he anfwered, (' it is 

~1ary only that I want! Without 

her 
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'her I have nothing ; poffeffed of 

.her I •fuould have every thing. She 

is to me rank, honour, riches. But., 

fince celebrity is neceffary in or

der to obtain her, I mufr acquire 

celebrity. By hooks and applica-

1:ion I fhall become learned. I will 

make myfelf mafi:er of the fciences. 

I will ferve 1nen by inftruB:ing 

-them ; and, without hurting any 

one, without depending upon any 

one, I {hall acquire fame, and owe 

it only to myfelf." 
"My dear Paul !" faid I, cc ta-

lents are ftill more rare than birth 

or riches ; without doubt they are 

of more value, fince no power can 

take them away, and that the ef

teem of the public is always at

;a{:hed to them. But they coft 
dear. 
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<lear. They are to be acqui·red 

only by privations of every kind, 

by a delicacy of feeling which oc

cafions great unhappinefs, both in 

our own minds, and in our com-

1nerce with fociety, from the per

fecution of cotemporaries. The 

foldier is not envied by the 1nen 

of the law, the feaman is not en

vied by the foldier; but all enter 

the lifts with a 1nan of genius; for 

all think they have pretenfions. 

You talk of doing good to men ! 

He that produces two blades of 

glafs where before there grew but 

one, renders then1 a more effential 

fervice than the man who writes a 

book for them." 

" Oh! the planter of this tree,'• 

.cried Paul, (C made a fw~eter and 

more 



[ 48 ] 

more ufeful prefent to the inhabr~ 

tants of this forefr, than if fhe had 

given then1 many volun1cs !" ar.d 

he put his arms about the trunk,., 

and eagerly kiffed the bark. 

" The beft of all books," I 

continued., " which teaches no

thing but equality, love, peace, 

and concord- the Gofpel - has 

for ages ferved as a pre~ence to 

the Europeans for all the hor

rors of blood:fhecl. VJ hat tyrannies 

are ftill exercifeJ in· its name ! 

After this, who can 11 :!tter them

felves with the e;peltat:on of be

ing ufeful to men by their vvrit

ings ? Recollect the hiflory of 

almoG: all the philofophers who 

have taught them wifdom. J-Io

n1er, \\ hofe leffons were cl oath "'d 
1n. 
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{n fuch beautiful poetry, depended 

upon alms for his fupport. So

crates, whofe life and converfation 

were as mild and as amiable as his 

dothine, vras condemried by the 

Athenians to fuffer death by poi

fon. I-iis fublime di(ciple, Platcr, 

was delivered up to bondage, by 

order of the prii"Joe who fhon kl 

have protetled him ; and brfore 

the1n Pythagoras, who extended 

his hun1anity even to the brute 

creation, was burnt alive by the 

inhabitants of Croton. }\n,i th,1t 

is not all-mofl: of the le il1ufhio11<.; 

nan1es have defcended to u~ ciir:.. 

figured by forne ftrokc of fatirc, 

'\vhich characlerifes them in the 

opinion of an ungrateful world ; 

and jf, amongft the numb~r1 
·the 

V 01.. II. E fame 
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fame of a few has arrived pure and 

unf ullied to us, it is becaufe thofe 

few lived retired, and did not mix 

with their cote1nporaries: like the 

ftatues that are· dug up entire in 

the fields of Greece and Italy, and 

which, from having been buried in 

the bofom of the earth, have efcap

ed the fury of barbarous nations. 

cc In order therefore to acquire 

the dangerous fame that is ob

tained by learning, you find that 

much virtue is requifite; fome

times even the facrifice of life it

fdf. You think, perhaps, that 

this fort off ame has attraB:ions for 

thofe who are poffdfed of great 

wealth in France! They care little 

.for men of letters, whofe talents 

procure neither rank, nor power, 
nor 

,. 
\ 
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nor even admiffion at court. There 
is j ndeed but little perfecution, in 
an age in which every thing is re
garded with indifference, except
ing pleafure and riches; but vir
tue and knowledge cannot hope 
for any diftinguiihed reward, where 
every employment in the ftate is 
fold for 111oney. Formerly their 
recompence was certain in the 
church, the magiftracy, or in the 
adminifhation; but now they are 
of no ufe but to make books. 
The production is ftill, however, 
worthy of its divine origin ; for to 
thefe writings it i~ referved to give 
confolation to the unfortunate, to 
raife modeft merit, to enlighten 
nations, and to f peak truth even 
to kings: the moft fublirne em--

E 2 ploy:11ent 
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ploy·ment which Heaven can be
flow upon man. Who would not 
be confoled for the inj.uftice or 
contempt of thofe who are now in 
power> by reflecting_ that his work 
lnay defcend to future ages, and 
fucceeding nations, a bulwark a .. 
g2infl: error, and a curb to tyran
ny; and that from the boforn cf 
obfcurity in which h,e lived, there 
vjll arife a fplendor of fame,. 

which will efface that of the kings 
and princes of the earth; whofe 
monuments are loft in oblivion, in 
fpite of the flattery which. raifes 
them?" 

. " Alas ! '' an (we red Paul, " I do 
not defire thefe honours, but that 
Mary may ihare them, and have 
the efteen1 of the whole world, 

But 

0 
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'But yau., who have acqui·red r o 

much learning, tell me if I iha11 
obtain her in marriage. I fhould 
wiih for fo much knowledge, as 
to b€: able to look into f utu. 
rity." 

-cc Oh, my dear frienci !" faid I, 
cc who would wifh for life if he 
knew what was to happeA ? If an 
evil which we oniy apprehend, is 
c::ipablP of giving us fo much vain 
difq uiet ; the certain expectation 
of one, would embitter all our 
days. So far fron1 clefiring to 
know the future., we ought not 
even to confider the prefent too 
deeply. Providence., which gave 
us reflection to provide againft our 
wants, gave us wants to fet bounds 
... o our reflections." 

E 3 '' How-
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" However," faid he, cc you 

t~ll me, that rank and honours are 
t9 be purchafed in France with 
monc;y. I will go to Bengal and 
make a fortune there, that I may 
afterwards marry Mary in Eu
rope. I will immediately em-

ark. 

1 afKed him, if he could re
folve to abandon his mother, and 
ht 111other of Mary ? 

"'e re1ninded 1ne of having 
myfelf advifed his going to India, 
fome time before. 

cc Mary was then here," I faid ; 
" but you are now their only fup
port." 

" Mary will be able to affift 
them," he anfwered, " by means 
of her rich relation.'' 

" When 
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" When the rich give," I re

plied, '' it is generally to thofe 

from whom they are likely to re

ceive fon1e credit in the world. 

Many, that are in affiuence, have 

relations much more diftreffed in 

their circmnfl:ances than Madame 

de la Tour is, who, for want ot 
a trifling affiftance, have facri .. 

ficed their liberty for bread, and 

pafs their lives immured in con

vents." 

" 0 let not Mary rema1h 1n 

fuch a country 1" he cried. " Let 
her come back to us! What need 

had :fhe of a rich relation ? She 

was fo happy under thefe thatched 

roofs ; fo beautiful with only a 

pink handkerchief or a few flowers 

E 4 about 



L 5° 1 
about her head !-0 Mary, return~ 
~it your fuperb apartments and 
your 1nagnificence. Come back. 
to thefe rocks., to the fhade of thefe 
woods, and to our coco - trees. 
Alas ! you are perhaps now un
happy"-and his eyes filled with 
tears. '' 0 ! hjde nothing fro1n 
me. If you cannot tell me whe
ther Mary will be mine., tell me at 
le aft if ihe frill loves me, fur
rounded as ihe is by thofe great 
m~n, who enjoy the favour of the 
king." 

" Yes, my good friend.," I an
f we red,., ·" I am fu.:-e that fhe loves 
you, and I have many reafons for 
believing it; but the ftrongeft is, 
that ihe has a virtuous mind.,, 

. Tranfporced 

t 
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Tranfported with thefe words, he 

embraced me with an ecftafy of 
. 
JOY-

·" But do you think,'' faid he, 
cc that the European women are 

as faithlefs as they are reprefonted 

to be in plays, and in f orne of the 

books which you have . furnifued 
. h ~,, me wit r· 

" vVomen cannot be faithful/' 
I anfwered, "where n1en are ty

rants. Art muft always be the 

confequence of tyranny." 

cc How is it poffible ?'' faid 

Paul, " How can a n1an become 
the tyrant of a woman·?" 

" By not confulting their incli
nations," I replied; « by uniting 

thofe who are not fuited to each 

oth~r -in age, or difpofition; b.y . 
. marrying 
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marrying a 1nild, affectionate wo
man, perhaps, to a cold auftere 
man." 

cc But," faid Paul, cc why not 
unite thofe who fuic each other; 
who are of the fame age, and who 
love one another ? ,, 

" Becaufe moft of the young 
people i:1 France," I anfwered, 
" have fmall fortunes, and that 
they do not acquire a fund, fuffi
cient to enable therp to marry, 
till they are advanced in years. In 
their youth, they feduce the wives 
of others, and after a youth fo 
paffed, they cannot become the 
object of a lafting attachment. 
They begin with deceiving others, 
and are themfel ve~ deceived in 
their turn: it is a neceffary confe-

q uence, 
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quence, and according to the laws 
of univerfal jufrice, by which the 
world is governed. One error al

ways balances another. In this 

manner the Europeans in general 

pafs their lives ; and the two-fold 
diforder is increafed, when the 

wealth of the country is accu
mulated in few hands. The ftate 

may be confidered as a garden, in 

which the frnall trees do not flou

ri{h if large ones ovedhadow 

them; but there is this difference, 

that the beauty of a garden may 

refult from a few great trees; but 

the profperity of a fiate depends 

upon the number and equality of 
its f ubjects, and not upon a few 
rich men." 

"Why 
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" Why is it neceffary to be 

rich," faid he, " in order to 
marry ?" 

" That people may live in af ... 
fluence a0d 1 uxury ," I anf wered, 
" and do nothing." 

" But why fhould not they 
work?'' faid Paul, u I find no 
hardfhip in labour." 

cc Becaufe in Europe," I re
plied, " thofe who are employed in 
manual labour are degraded ; thGy 
are called 1nechanics. Thofe who 
cultivate the land are the leaft 
eftee1ned of any. An artift is 
much more confidered than a 
peafant." 

cc Can that labour, upon which 
-they depend for their e~iftence, 

be 
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he defpifed in Europe?" faid he
" I do not underftand you." 

cc No, it is not poffible,'' l an .... 
fwered, " that a man, brought up 
as you have been, in the fimplici
ty of naLure, fhould underftand 
the depravity of fociety. One 
n1ay form an idea of what jg con-i-

. fiftent and according to order ; 
but not of confufion and irregu .. 
larity. Beauty, virtue, happinefa, 
have fixed and certain bounds; 
mifery, vice, deformity, have 
none." 

" The rich are very happy!'' faid 
Paul. " They meet with no ob,_ 
fiacles. They may indulge thofe 
they love with every gratification, 
every enjoyment." 

"They 



-cc They have, moft of them.," I 
anf wered, " worn out all plea
fures, becaufe they procure the1n 
without difficulty. You know by 
experience, that the p1eafure of 
repofe muft be purchafed by fa
tigue; that of eating, by hunger; 
of drinking, by thirft. That of 
loving and being beloved, is only 
to be acquired by a multitude of 
privations and facrifices. The 
rich lofe all thefe gratifications, 
becaufe their wants are prevented. 
And, added to the laffitude which 
follows fatiety, they have a pride 
proceeding from wealth, which 
makes them impatient of the lofs 
of pleafure, though tbey have no 
enjoyment from the poifeffion of 

l t. 
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it. The odour of a thoufand rofes 

pleafes but for a moment; the 

pain occafined by one of their 

thorns is long felt. One hard

ihi p, in the midfl: of I uxuries, is 

to the opulent a thorn amongft 

flowers. To the poor, on the 

contrary, one indulgence, in the 

rn~dfl: of hardlliips, is a flower 
amongft thorns. They have a 

lively fenfe of it. The effect of 

every thing is increafed by con

traft. Nature meafures with an 

equal hand. Which fituation ( all 

things confidered) do you think 

is tb.e rnore eligible, that in which 

there is nothing to hope, and 

every thing to fear; or one, in 

which there is nothing to fear, and 
every 



every thi.ng to hope? The formc-r 
i-s the frate of the rich; the latter is 

that of the poor. But thefe ex
tremes it is difficult for man to fup
port; for his happi nefs confifi:s i.:1 
mediocrity and virtue." 

He aiked 1ne, what I meant by . 
virtue. 

" You, my dear · child," faid I) 
'' who fupport your parents ty 
your labour, you · .nt no definition 
of virtue. lt is an effort that we 
make to get r-.-1..:; better of our owa 
inclinations, f0 r the good of other:,; 
from the pL1re motive of defiring 
to obey the l~ws of God." 

cc How virtuous then is· Mary!·, 
he anfwered. "Virtue made her 
accept of riches, that fhe n1-igh-t 
be beneficent. Virtue made her 
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leave this ifiand ; and virtue will 
make her return to it ." The idea 
of her return heated his imagina
tion, and his fears vanifhed. I-le 
fancied that fhe was now upon her 
pa!fage; that fhe had not written, 
becaufe .fhe was coming herfelf. 

\.., 

With a good wind, the voyage, 
he obferved, was very fhort. He 
enumerated the veifels which had 
performed it in lefs than three 
months, though it is four thou
fand five hundred leagues. She 
n1ight be on board of one which 
would 1nake it in le!s-the ma
rine was fo improved; the fhips 
were better built, and better 
worked. He talked of the ar
rangements which he fhould make 
for her reception, the new apart-

Y oL. II. F n1ent 
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ment which he fhould build, and 

the little plea[ ures and afnufe
ments which he 1hould contrive 

for her every day, when !he be

came his wife ! Thefe thoughts 

tranfported him. "You, my dear 
friend,'' he added, " will no long
er have occafion to do any thing,. 
excepting for your amufement. 
As Mary will be rich, we fhall 
hav-e a number of negroes, who 

will be able to work for you. 

You will live with us, and add to 
our happinefs, and be without 

care, and at leifure to purfue your 

own inclinations." He was quite 

loft and intoxicated with the 
imaginary joy, and ready to 

run home to impart it to the fa
mily. 

But 
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But violent apprehenfions are 

apt to fucceed to war1T1 hopes; 
for, under the influence of a {hong 
paffion, the mind falls fro1n one 
extreme to the other. After fuch 
fanguine expectations, he would, 
perhaps the next day, return to 
me, quite oppreffed with grief, 
and fay, '' Mary does not write to 
1ne: if it had been her intention 
to leave Europe, fhe would have 
informed 1ne of it. Alas ! the re
ports concerning her were but too 
well founded. She is married to 
the nobleman for ,vhorn her aunt 
intended her. Mary, like many 
others, has been feduced by riches. 
In thofe books, which pourtray 
the characters of won1en, virtue 
is confidcred only as the fubjecc 
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for a romance. If Mary had been 
really virtuous, fhe would not 
have left me and her mother. 
Whilft I am wafting my days, 
wholly occupied by her, ihe 
thinks not of 1ne ! I am in affiic
tion; fhe is engaged by amufe
n1ents ! Alas! that thought fills 
me with defpair. All employ
roent becomes painful to 1ne, all 
fociety irkfo1ne. Would to Hea
ven that war was declared in India! 
for then I vvould go thither, and 
111eet death." 

" My dear friend," faid J, " the 
courage which inakes a man feek 
death, is but mom en tarv. It is , 

often excited by the vain applaufe 
of men. There is a courage more 
nece.ffary, and n1ore uncom1non 

-It 



-it is that patience which enables 
us to bear, in filence and in fecret., 
all the croffes and difappointments 
of life. It is neither produced 
by the opinion of men or the im
pulfe of our own paffions ; but by 
fubmiffion to the will of Heaven. 
Patience is the true courage of 
virtue." 

cc Alas!" he cried, cc I am then 
devoid of virtue! Every thing con
f pires to opprefs me, and make me 
defperate." 

'' To be poffeffed of an equal, 
conftant, invariable virtue," I an
f wered, cc is ·not the nature of 
1nan. Amidft the paffions which 
agitate us, our reafon is often ob
fcured and confounded; but there 
are lights, by which it 1nay be re-

F 3- ftored. 
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ftored. The aid of thefe lights we 
receive fron1 letters, which are a 
help fent from I1eaven. They are 
rays of that wifdom which governs 
the univerfe. Like the rays of 
the fun, they enlighten, comfort, 
warm : they are a celeftial fire ; 
and, like the elementary fire, they 
convert all nature to our ufe. By 
their means we can a!fe1nble toge
ther about us all things, all ages, 
all places, and all men. They 
bring us back to the rules of hu
man life; calm the pafiions; re
prefs vice; and excite virtue by 
the example of thofe great charac
ten~ whofe names they celebrate. 
'fhey are the daughters of He::iven, 
who defcend upon earth to chann 
the cares of the human race. Thofe 
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great writers who1n they infpire, 

have always appeared in the times 

which are 1noft diflrefsful to fo

ciety-in the ages of barbarifm., 

and the ages of depravity. Letters, 

my dear friend, have proved a con
folation to numberlefs men more 

unfortunate than yourfelf-Xeno

phon, baniilied from his country, 

after having fafely conduB:ed home 

ten thoufand Greeks: Scipio Africa

nus, wearied out bv the calumnies, 
~ 

and Lucullus, by the cabals, of the 

Romans : Catinat, with the ingra

titude of his court. The ingeni

ous Gree'ks affigned to each of the 

Mufes who prefide over ktters, a 
particular part of the underfiand

ing to direct. In like manner, we 

ihould refign our paffio11s to their 

F 4 govern• 



government, that they may re
ftrain then1 with a bit and bridle. 
They have, with regard to the 
powers of our mind, the fa1ne 
functions as the Hours, which har
neffed and drove the courfers of 
the Sun. Apply yourfelf then to 
books, my dear friend. The fages 
who have written before our time, 
are travellers who have preceded 
us in the paths of woe, and who 
flretch forth their hands to us, and 
:nvite us to join them, when all 
things elfe forfake us. A well
written book is a good friend ! " 

"Alas!" cried Paul, cc I want
ed no books when Mary was here. 
She had no 1nore learning thJn 
myfelf; but when fhe looked at 
1ne, and called me her friend, it 

\VJS 
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w~s not poffible to feel any dif
trefs." 

cc Certainly," faid I, cc no friend 
can be like a 1nifhefs by whom 
we are beloved. There is, befides, 
in woman a lightnefs and chear
fulnefs of difpofition, which fofrens 
the fevere temper of 1nan. Her 
channs difperfe the dark phantoms 
of the imagination ; her counte
nance infpires love and confidence. 
What pleafure is r.ot rendered 
nwre exquifite by her participa
tion ? what cares are not baniihed 
by her finiles ? what anger can re
fift her tears ? Mary will return 
more of a philofopher than you 
are. She will be furprifed to find 
that the garden is neglecl:ed ; {he, 
who has thought only of e1nbellifh--

. 
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-ing it, ·notwithCT:anding the perfe

fecucion fhe has met with frorn her 
,aunt, and banifhed as !he is from 

you and from her n1other." 

The expectation of Mary's re-

1:urn renewed his courage, and 
·n1ade him ref uine his ufual occu

pations upon the farm-rendered 

happy in his labour, by propofing 
an end to his employments which 

flattered his love! 
One morning, at break of day, 

·it was the 24th of December 17 52, 

Paul, "when he arofe, perceived a 

white flag unfurled upon the motJ,n
tain de la Decouverte, which was the 
'fign ufually given when a veffel 
T.1as defcried off the coaft. He 
·ran to the town, ti.> fee if it brought 
'l ny news of Mary. I--Ie waited 
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till the return o f the pilot, who 
was gone out, as 1s cufto1nary, to 
reconnoitre. He did not com~ 
back till night. He brought word 
to the Governor, tl-iat the veffel was 

the St. Gerand, 700 tons.., com

manded by Capt. Aubin; that fhe 
was four leagues out at fea, and 
would no·c be able to malte the 

port till the next evening; and not 
then, unlefs the wind proved fa
vourable. There was at that ti1ne 
none. The pilot delivered to hin1 
all the letters which can1e from 
France. Amongft the ·reft, there 
was one for Madame de la Tour, 
directed in Mary"'s own hand. Paul 
·immediate1yfeized it, kiITed it with 
--rranfport, and ran home with it. 
\Vhen he was within fight of the 

fa1nily, 



family, who were waiting for his. 
return upon the Farewell Rock, he 
held up the letter in the air, with
out being able to fpeak; and they 
all went directly to fvJadame de 
la Tour's houfe to hear it read. 
Mary informed her mother, that 
fhe had been very ill treated by 
her great aunt, who would have 
forced her to marry againfr her in
clinations ; that fhe had afterwards 
difinherited her, and had now fent 
h.er back at a time which necef
farily occafioned her to arrive du
ring the ftormy feafon. She faicl, 
fhe had endeavoured to foften her, 
by reminding her of her former 
affection for Madame de la Tour, 
and what ilie owed to her; but 
her aunt had only called her a filly 

girl, 
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girl, whofe head was turned with 
romances.. However, fhe could 
now think of nothing but the hap
pinefs of feeing and embracing 
her dear fan1ily, and that, in the 
impatience to gratify her ardent 
wifhes to join them, fhe would 
have embarked with the pilot, and 
have gone to land with him in his 
boat, if the Captain would have 
fuffered it; but he had abfolutely 
refufed to let her go, becaufe they 
were at a great difrance from the 
ihore, and that there appeared to 
be a prodigious fwell out at fea, 
notwithfl:anding the ftillneis of the 
wind where they were. 

All the family, in tranfports of 
joy, cried out, " Mary is come !" 
" Mary is come!" Servants and all 

e1nbraced 
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embraced each other. Madame 
de la Tour defired Paul to ac
quaint me with her arrival; and 
immediately Domingo lighted a 
torch of round-wood, and he and, 
Paul fat out for my houfe. 

It might be about ten o'clock 
at night. I had juft extinguifhed 
my lamp, and was gone to bed, 
when J perceived, through the pa
lifades of my cottage, a light in 
the wood. Soon after, I heard the 
voice of Paul calling out to me. 
I got up, and was fcarcely dre1fed, 
when Paul ran to me., and, quite 
out of breath, took me in his arms., 
faying, " Let us go to the port ! 
r-llary is arrived ! Let us go to the 
port; the veffel will anchor there 
to-1norrow at break of day.,, 
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We fat out directly. Afrer we 

had croffed the woods of the Long . 
Mountain, and were upon the road 
which leads from Pamplernouffe 
to the port, I heard the footfteps 
of fo1ne one behind us.,. It was a. 
negro, who.was advancing in great 
hafte; and when he came up with. 
us, I aiked him whence he came,. 
and whither he was going? He 
faid, " I come from that diftricl: 0£ 
the iiland, which is called Poudre 
d'or: I a1n fent to give notice to. 
t he Governor, that a French fuip, 
at anchor under the iiland of Am
ber, is firing 1ninute guns : the fea 
is ftormy, and the veffel is in dif
trefs." When he had done f peak
ing, he left us in1mediatel y, and 
ht1rried on. 

" Let 
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n- Let us go to the diftricl: of 

Poudre d'or," faid I, " we .!hall 

be nearer to the veffel; it is but 

three leagues from hence." We 

turned back, and took the road 

which leads to the northern part 

of the iiland. There was a clofe 
and f uffocating heat. 'f he moon 

was rifen, and furrounded with 
three ·obfcure circles. The fky 
was of a fearful darknefs. 

By the flafl1es of lightning, 

which raidly fucceeded each other, 
we could perceive vafi: volumes of 

douds, black and low, which were 
driven with impetuofity from the 

fea, though not a breeze was felt 

upon the land. They feerned to 

be collected together and to hover 

over the center of the illand. As we 

X went 

I' 

fl, 

te 

he 

t~ 

fo· 



r s1 J 
went along the road, we thought 
we heard thunder; but ftopping 
to liften attentively, we found that 
it was the report of cannon, repeat
ed by the echoes. Thefe diftant 
guns, joined to the ftormy appear
ance of the iky, made me tremble. 
I had no doubt that they were the 
figna]s of difl:refs of fome devo-
ted veffel. After half an hour, we 
heard the cannon no more. And 
the ceffation was more dreadful 
and alarming than the mournful 
founds which had preceded it. 

We haftened forward without 
f peaking, not daring to commu
nicate our apprehenfions to each 
other. Towards midnight we 
came, melted with heat, to the 
coaft in the diftriB: of Poudre d'or • 
• V oL. II. G 1~he 
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Tfre waves dallied with fury 
againft the fhore; the rocks and 

fl1ingles were covered with froth 

white as fnow) and fparks of fire. 

Notwith.ftanding the darknefs of 

the night, we could diftinguifh, by 
thefe phofphoric lights, the barks 

ot the fiihennen drawn in far upon 

the beach. 

At fame diftance, near the en

trance of a wood, we faw feveral 

of the inhabitants affernbled round 

a fire. We went to them, in order 

to fit down and wait there till 
morning. vVhilit we were fitting 
near the fire, one of the company 

told us, that in the evening he had 

feen a veffel in the open fea, dri v~ 
ing with a (hong current towa1 ds 

the iiland : that the darknL fs 
. 
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·ton1ing on he had loH: fight -of it; 
and that two hours ~( rwards he 
had heard difi:refs gun'S, but there 
was fo high a fea, that no l:1oat could 
venture out to he-r affiftance: foon 
after, he thought he had feen her 
lanterns lighted, and if that was 
the fact, he fuould apprehend that 
the veffel, being come fo near the 
fhore, was run between the land 
and the iile of Amber., m-ifraking 
it perhaps for the point of Mira~ 
which is the fhip's road to Port 
Lewis; and if that ihould be the 
cafe, which, however, he could by 
no means be fure of, the veffel 
mufl: be in the mofi: imminent 
dang_-er . ._..Another of them told ...., 

us, that he had often cro!fed the 
-channel which divides the i!land 

G 1. of 
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of Amber from the coaft ; that he 
had founded it; that the bottom 
and the anchorage were good; and 
that the veffel would be as fafe 
there as in the beft harbour. cc If 
1 was on board a !hip in that chan
nel, with all that I am worth>" 
faid he, " I !bould be perfectly 
eafy."-A third faid, that it was 
impofiible for the veifel to get 
into the channel at all ; for that 
there was hardly depth fufficient 
for a fifhing--boat. He alfured us,. 
that he had feen the veffel at an
chor beyond the iile of Amber,; fo 
that if the wind fuould rife in the 
n1orning, :fhe would have it in 
her power, either to put out to 
fe:i, or to make the harbour.-Se
veral others alfo gave their opi-

. 
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nions ; they were all different; 
and whilft they were arguing with 
one another about them, accord
ing to the cuftotn of Creoles 
who have nothing to do, Paul and 
I kept a profound filence. We 
flayed there till the firft glim
mering of the dawn ; but there 
was not light enough to difcover 
any object at fea, which was, be
fides, covered with 1nift; we could 
however clifcern a little dark 
fpot, in the diH:ance, like a cloud, 
which we were told was the iile 
of A1nber, about a quarter of a 
league fr01n the land. From the 
obfcurity of the . morning, we 
could only diftinguiih the line of 
coaft where we were, and the 
craggy points of fome of the 

G 3 moun-
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2nountains, in the interior part of 
the iiland; which appeared from 
tin1e to time, in the rnidft of the 
-clouds which floated roun-d the1n. 

About feven o'clock, we heard 
the found of drums i-n the wood 7 
ie was the Governor,_ M. de ]Qi 

Bourdonaye> who came on hcrfe
back, followed by a detachment 
of foldiers wirh their mufkets,. 
and a great number of the white 
inhabitants and negroes.. He or-
dered the men to draw up in a 
line upon the iliore-, and to dif
charge all their pieces as: once, 
As {oon as they had fired, we 
perceived a light upon the fea 7 

which was immediately fccceeded 
by the report of a cannon. We 
judged from thence that the veffel 

was 



was very near, and we a!l ran to 
the fide where we had feen the 
light. We could then difcern 
through the mift, the hulk and 
rigging of a large veffel. We 
were f o near to it, that, notwith
ftanding the roaring of the waves, 
we could hear the whiftle of the 
boatf wain, directing the men, and 
the three chears of the failors 1 

who cried out, cc Vive le Roi F' 
for it is the exclamation of the 
French in great danger:, as well as 
in times of rejoicing ; ~ if they 
called upon their prince to affifr 
them in their diftrefs, or wi{h;d to 
exprefs that they were ready to die 
for his fervice. 

Fro1n the time that the St. Ge
rand perceived that there were 
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people on the iliore ready to affift 
her, ilie did not cea[e to fire guns 
every three 1ninutes. 

M. de la Bourdonaye ordered 
great fires to be made along the 
fands, and fent to all the inhabi
tants in the neighbourhood for 
provifions, planks, ropes, and emp
ty barrels; and numbers of them 
arrived foon after, followed by 
their negroes, loaded with every 
thing which might poffibly be ufe .. 
ful in this diftrefs; not only from 
the fettle·:ients in Poudre d'or, but 
from the diftriB: of Flacque, and 
the river of the Rampart. One of 
the oldeft inhabitants went up to 
the Governor, and told him, that 
he had heard hollow founds in the 
mountain; that in the woods he 

had 



[ 89 ] 

had obferved the leaves to fhake 

without wind ; and that the fea

birds had come to land for refuge: 

all which were certain figns of an 

approaching hurricane. « My good 
neighbours," faid the Governor, 
" we expect it, and have prepar,ed 

for it as well as we can; and ~rhe 

ve!fel alfo has, without doubt, 

taken all the precautions that are 

p offible." 

In fact, there was every pre

fage of tempefruous weather. The 

clouds in the zenith were of por

tentous black in the middle, and 

fringed with angry red. The air 

refounded with the cries of tropic 

and man-of-war birds, Indian terns, 

and multitudes of fea-fowl, which, 

notwithftanding the darknefs of 

the 



the atmofphere, came from every 
quarter of the horizon to feek fhel
ter on the iOand. 

Towards nine o'clock, tremen
dous founds, like peals of t l1 under 
and cataracts of water, were heard 
off the fhore. .All prefent cried 
out, " The hurricane! The hur
ricane!" and in a momer.t, a fu
rious whirlwind fwept away the 
fog which hung over the iDe of 
Amber and its channel. The Sr. 
Gerand was then difi:incl1y feen; 
her deck crouded with people; her 
mainmaft cut away ; her flag re
verfed; with four cables at the 
prow, and one at the :f::ern. She 
had anchored between the ifle of 
Amber and the main land, within 
the circle of breakers, with which 
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the Ifie of France is furround'ed~ 
~nd which !he had got through in 
a place where no veifel had ever
paffed before. Her head was 
turned to the tide, and each frelh 

roll of the fea heaved her prow, and 
lifted her keel above the water; 

the fan1e 1notion funk her whole 
fternJ and we loft fight of her as if 
ihe had been fwallowed up. In 
this fituation> with wind and tide 
driving her to vards the land, it 

w:is impoffible ihe could get back 
the way !he came, or, by cutting 
her cables, venture to run upon 
the fands, on account of the banks 
and breakers which intervened. 
Every wave which broke ag~infi: 
the iliore, drove with fury up to 
the extremny of the creeks, an 

bounding 
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bounding over the cliffs, threw 
broad fheets of water in upon the 
land to the diil:ance of fifty feet, 
and then retiring again, the coaft 
was left dry ; and the pebbles roll
ing violently back with the tide, 
added a hoarfe and horrid found 
to the roaring of the water. The 
wind increafing the f we 11, the fea 
ran higher every moment, and the 
whole channel was one fheet of 
white foam, divided only by dark 
hollows: this foa1n was heaped up 
to the height of fix feet in the 
bays; and the wind, which f wept 
its furface, carried large flakes of 
it over the country, like a hori
zontal fnow driven from the fea to 
the foot of the mountains. The 
whole at1nofphere threatened a 

lonoo 
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long continuance of ftorm; the fea 
and iky were fcarcely diftinguifh
able from each other. Vaft vo
l un1es of clouds, of portentous ap ... 
pearance, were continually detach-_ 
ed from the mafs, and whirled a
crofs the zenith with the utmoft 
velocity; whilft others remained 
fixed and im1noveable as rocks. 

No tint of blue appeared in the 
firmament; but a livid, tawny 

light tinged all the objects of land, 
and fea, and air. 

In the heel of the fhip, what we 
apprehended came to pafs. The 
cables a-head gave way; and there 
being only one left at the ftern , 
fhe was thrown upon the rocks, 
half a cable-length fro1n the :!bore. 
There was then one univerfal cry 
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'()f diftrefs amongft us. Paul 
would have thrown himfelf into 
the fea; but I feized him by the 
-a-rm, and faid, " My dear friend! 
i,vould you deftroyyourfelf? 1

' « Let 
me go to her affiftance, or let 1ne 
periih !" he anfwered. As his de
fpair took away all reafon, Do
mingo and I, to prevent his de
ftrucl:ion, tied a long cord round 
his w.aift, and held the end of it. 
Paul then advanced towards the 
St. Gerand, fometimes fwimming, 
fometi1nes clirnbing upon the ree~ 
and was not without hopes of get
ting on board ; for, in the irregu
larity of its 1notions, the fea re
tired at different intervals, and left 
the ve(feJ nearly upon dry land, fo 
that one might almo!t have walked 

§ round 

C 

Ii 

u 

le 

fe 



[ 95 ] 
round her; but it inflantly return
ed with double fury, and over
whelmed her with vafr volumes of 

water, and dallied the unfortunate 

Paul back upon the fl:rand, half 

drowned, his legs bleeding, and 
his breaft torn and bruifed. No 
fooner di<l he recover his refpira

tion, than he returned with in .. 

creafing ard9ur towards the veffel, 
which was now going to pieces, 

unable any longer to refift the vio
lence of the ihocks. The hope
lefs crew threw then1felves into the 
fra, upon the maCT::s and planks, 
upon hen- coops, tables, and empty 
barrels : and then appeared, in the 

gallery of the St. Gerand, an ob
ject: of everlafting pity and regret ! 
A female figure, extending her 

arms 
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arms towards the man who was 

1naking f uch efforts to go to her 

affiftance.-It was Mary-and, by 
his intrepidity, fhe had difcovered 
her beloved Paul. The fight of 

this charming woman, in a fitua

tion fo full of horror, filled all the 

beholders with grief. As for her, 
with the moft perfect ca-lmnefs and 

fortitude, ihe nrnde figns to us, 

and waved her hands to bid us 

f.arewell for ever. All the failors 
~ 

had now left the velfel; one only 
remained upon the deck, naked, 
and il:rong as Hercules. He re
fpecl:fully approached Mary : we 

faw him throw himfelf upon his 

knees, and try even to diveft her 
of her cloaths; but fl1e turned away 

her head, and with mild dignity 
put 
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put him from her. All the fpefta-~ 
tors doubled their cries of cc Save 
her ! Save her ! Don't leave her!'' 
But in the fame inftant a moun
tainous fea was forced with double 
fury up the channel, and threaten
ed immediate defl:ruc:1:ion to the 
veffcl-ac its dread approach the 
failor plunged alone into the wa
ter; and Mar_', feeing inevitable 
death before her, drew her cloaths 
about her '.vith one hand, and held 
the other to her heart; and, raifing 
her fercne eyes to heaven, ap
peared like an angel ready to· 
afcend to his native {kies. 

0 day of woe ! Alas, all was in 
a morr.en t [wallowed up and loft. 
The furge rtrove far back upon 
the be:1ch f uch of the fpectators 

"'{/ OL. II. I-I :.s 
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~s had been led by their humanity 

to advance towards l\tlary, as well 

as the failor who had wifhed to 

fave her by fwimming. This man, 

miraculouily efcaped from death, 

kneeled upon the fands, and gave 

thanks to God for having preferv

ed his life; "which, alas!" faid 
he, " I would have freely given 

to have fave<l that lovely lady, who 
would not be prevailed upon to 

undrefs as we did." Domingo and 

I drew the wretched Paul out of 

the water fenfelefs; the blood 

ftreaming from his mouth and 

ears. The Governor gave him into 
the care of the f urgeons ; and we 

fearched along the fands, to fee if 
the body of Mary might haply 

have been thrown upon the ihore; 

9 bu 

C 

.. ,, 

fr 

al 

l, 

co 

ar 



[ 99 ] 

but the wind having fudden1y 
lhifted, as it very c01nmonly does 
in thefe hurricanes, we had the 
additional regret of thinking that 
we .fhould not be able to pay our 
laft duties to the unfortunate Ma
ry. "\Ve left the place in all the 
confternation of grief; and, 1n 
a wreck where fo many h;1d pe
riil1ed, the lofs of one i11dividual 
feemcd to engrofs the thoug!irs of 
all prefent. l\!Ianv, fro1n havti1g , 

~ 

fepn ,he fatal end of ruch unfpotttd 
in:1 ocence, doubted even if there 
could exift a Providence; for there 
are 1nisforcunes fo dreadful awl fo 
undefervcd, that even the hope of 
the Fe: thful may be fhaken. 

In the mean time, Paul, who 
began to ihew figns of returning 

I-I 2 fenfe, 
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fenfe, was carried to a neighbour~ · 

ing houfe, till he fhould be fuf
ficien tly recovered to be fent home. 

I went back with Domingo; to
prepare the mother of lYiary and 

her friend for this bitter 1nisfor

tune. When we were near the 

-entrance of the vaJley of the river 

Latana, we 1net fome negroes, who 

informed us, that the tide had 
-driven a great number of planks, 
and other parts of the wreck, into 

the oppofite bay. We turned back 

im1nediately, and went down to 1t, 

and one of the firft objects that I 

beheld upon the fhore was the body 
of Mary, half covered with fand, 

and exactly in the attitude in which 
we had laft feen her. Her fea-
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tures were not fenfibly altered. 

Her eyes we;-e clofcd; yet there 

was a ferenity frill upon her coun

tenance; but the pale purple of 

death was mixed with the blufn of 

virgiil modeU:y. One bar.cl fiill 

held her cloaths; the other, which 

was prefTed to her bofom, was 

.clofed and ftiff. It was wirh fo1ne 

difficulty that I opened it, and 

took out a little box : but what 

were my fenfations when I found 

that it co:-itained the picture of 

Paul, which fhe had promifed ne

ver to part with whilft ihe had 

life ! At fight of this laft proof of 

love ar1cl crrnft~ncy I wept bitterly. 

Poor Domingo beat his brr .• fl) and 

pierced the air with his cries.-\Ve 

1 3 carried 
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carried her to the houfe of ~i·fiiber-

1nan, and gave fome Malabar wo

Jnen charge of her. 
'-' 

Whilft they were occupied in 
fome of the laft fad offices, we 

,rent up to the cottages, in the 

greateft agitation of n1ind. We 

found Madame de la Tour and 
.l\1ara~ret pr:!ying, and waiting 

· n anxious expecration for news of 

the vcffel. As foon as lVIadame 

<le la Tour faw n1e, fhe called out, 

" Vvhere is my child ? 1ny dear 

child ?" and when, by 1ny filence 
and my tears, .fhe could no long
er doubt of her lofs, ihe was 

feized with fuffocation, and all the 

·agonies of grief, and of def pair. 

l\!Iargaret eagerly cried, " Where 

is my fon? I do not fee 1ny fon !" 
and 



[ 103 J 
and ihe fainted away; we ran to 

her, and, having brought her to 

herfelf, I aff ured her that Paul 

was fafe, and that the Governor 

had given orders that he ihould 

have every attention paid to him. 

As foon as £he recovered, fhe was 

engroffed by her attenJance upon 

her friend, who fell into long 

fits of fainting, and paired a dr~ad

ful night. From thefe long and 

fevere attacks, I judged that no 

grief is equal to that of a mo

ther for her child. \Vhen her 

. fenfes returned, £he raifcd her 

fixed and melancholy eyes to 

heaven. In vain her friend a~cl 

I preffed her hands between ours ; 

in vain we ftrove to awaken her 

attention to us by the tenckre 

H 4. expreffion ~; 
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expreffions; ihe remained infen
fi ble to all the tokens of our long 
friend!bip, and no found but of 
deep and heavy :Gghs came from 
her opprefl'ed bofom. 

In the morning, Paul was laid 
in a palanquin and brought home. 
He had recovered his fenfes ; but 
had not been able to utter a word. 
I-:Iis interview with his mother 

· and Madame de la Tour, which 
I had at firfl: apprehended, was 
producl:i ve of 1nore good ef
fects than any thing which I had 
tried before. A gleam of com
fort appeared upon the counte
nance of the two affiicl:ed 1no
thers. They both fat down by 
him, took him in their arms, kiffed 
him; and t11eir rears, which ha-cl 

been 

i' 
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been fuf pended by the excefs of 

-rheir grief, now began to flow. 

Paul foon mixed his tears with 
theirs: and, after nature had been 

thus relieved, thrir paffionate grief 

fubGded, and they fell into a ftate 

of ftupefacrion and torpor) which 
continued a l0ng time, and pro

cured them a fort of lethargic re

pofe, which 1nay indeed be com ... 

pared to that -of death. 

M. de la Bourdonaye fent pri

vately to a-cq uain t 1ne, that the 

body of l\Iary had been rernoved 

to the town by his order, and 
-that fron1 thence it wou1d be car

ried to the church of Pample
n1ou!fe. I went irnmecliatel y down 

to Port Lewis, where I found the 

inhabitants affen1bled together 

from 
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from all parts of the country to 

attend the funeral. The veffels in 

the port had their yards croffed, 

their flags reverfed, and they fired 

cannon at long intervals. The 

grenadiers walked firft in the pro

ceffion, with their 1nu!kets inclin
ed. Their drums, covered with 

long crapes, returned a deep and 

melancholy found; and dejection 

was in the looks of thofc veterans., 

who had fo often met danger with 

a firm and fteady countenance. 

Eight young won1en, the daugh

ters of the moft confiderable fa

milies, dreffed in white, and with 
branches of pal1n in their hands, 

carried the ren1ains of their inno

cent companion, adorned with 

flowers; next can1e a number of 
children t 
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children fingirig hy1nns in chorus; 

after them walked all the principal 

perfons of the ifiand, the officers 

and magiftrates belonging to the 

town; and, lafrly, the Governor, 

followed by a multitude of the po

pulace. This was what had been 

appointed by Government, to fhew 

al! poffible honour and rcfpeB: for 

her men1ory. But when the pro

ceffion c=ime to the foot of this 

mountain, when they faw thefe 
cott1ges, of which ihe had been 

the delight, and which her death 

now filled with defo::<r, ?.11 the fu

neral pomp ,vas forgotten ; the 

hymns and pfalms ce~fed to be 

fung; and in their ftead nothing 

was heard but 1a1ne~tation, A 

ntirnber of young girls came down 

frmn 
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from different parts of the country, 
to touch the bier with handker
chiefs, and chaplets, and wreaths 
of flowers, with the veneration 
which they would have fhewn for 
the holy relics of a faint. Mo
thers fupplicated Heaven that 
their daughters might imitate her 
virtues. The young men defired 
to be bleifed with love fo conftant. 
The poor prayed for fuch a friend, 
and Daves for fo kind a m iihefs. 

Arrived at the place of inter.
ment, the female negroes of Ma·
dagafcar, and the Caffrarians of 
Mofambica, depofired bafl.;:ets of 
fruit round the bier, and hung 
pieces of fluffs upon the neigh
bouring trees, according to the 
cuftoin of their country. The 
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T ndian won1en of Bengal, and of 
the 1\1alabar coaft, brought ca
ges full of birds, to which they 

g~ve their liberty, releafing them. 
over her coffin, and letting thein. 

fly - fo touching to all nations 

1s the lofs of an amiable woman ;. 

and round the tomb of unfor
tunate virtue, all religions are 

un iced l 
There were guards placed round 

the grave, and they were obliged 

to keep back fo1ne of the daugh- . 
ters of the poor, who were ready 
to throw themfelves into it, fay
ing, that they had lofr their only 
friend, and that they would follow 
h~r, for they had no hope left up
on earth. 

She 

., 
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She was buried near the church 

of Pamplemouffe, on the weftern 

fide, under fome bamboos, where 

fhe had been accuftomed to repofe 

herfelf, after .!he had been at mafs 

with her mother and Margaret, 

feated by the 11<1e of him, whoin 

fhe then called brotuer. 

After the funeral ceremony was 

over, M. de la Bourdonaye called 

to fee the family, attended by 

part of his numerous retinue. He 

offered to Madame de la Tour 

and Iviargaret, every affiftance 

in his power. He faid a few 

words, expreffive of his indigna

tion againft her unnatural aunt; 

and then, going up to Paul, he 

faid every thing which he thought 

might 
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might be moil capable of giving 

hin1 cmnfo1 t. "I--1eaven knows," 

faid he, " that I on]:' wifheJ to 
promote your happinefs and the 

happ:nefs of the whole family. You 

muft go to France, rny young 

friend; I will take care that you 

fhall have a commiffion in the 

army ; and, in your abfence, I 
will have as much attention to 

your mother as if !he was my 

own;" and he took hold of his 

hand; but Paul withdrew it, and 

t'Jrned away his head. 

As for ·me, I frayed in the houfe 

with my affiiB:ed friends, that I 

might give them every affiftance 

that I was capable of. At the end 

-of three weeks, Paul had fo far 

recovered as to be able to walk,; 

but 
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but· his grief increafed with hi2 

ihength. He appeared infenfible 

to every thing; his eyes were ex

t: net, and when we fpoke to him, 

he did not anfwer. .Lvladame de 

la '[our, languid and a1rnof1: ex

haufted, often ·[aid, n My dear 

~on, as long as you continue wirh 

rne, I think rhat I behold Mary." 

'fhe found of her name ahvays oc

cdioned a tremor, and he lefc 

them, in fpite of his mother's en

treaties, who req1..1efted hi111 to ftay 

with her friend. He ufed to go to 

the foot of Mary's coco-tree, and 

fit \vith his eyes fixed upon her 

fountain. The Governor's fur

geon, who had attended him and 

the ladies with the greateft care, 

told us, that the 1noft probable· 
1neans 
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means of relieving hi1n from the 
gloomy ftate of mind into which 
he was fallen, was to let him pur
fue his own inclinations, without 
contradicl:ing him in any thing; 
and that it was the only way by 
which we could hope to conquer 
his mournful and determined fi
lence. 

I detennined to follow his ad
vice. The firft ufe that Paul made 
of his returning health, was to go to 
a difl:ance from ho1ne. As I never 
loft fight of him, I fet out imme
diately after him, and told Do
n1ingo to take fame provifions, 
and to follow us. As he defcended 
the hill, his ftrength and (pirits 
feemed to be renewed. He turned 
directly to the road which leads to 

VOL, II. I Pample-
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l>a1nple1nouffe; and when he was 

near the church, in the avenue of 

ba1nboos, he went ftrait to the 

place where he faw that the earth 

had been lately moved : there he 

kneeled down, and, raifing his eyes 

to heaven, he made a long prayer. 

From this proceeding I conceived 

good hopes that he would recover 

to a fane mind-; for his devotion 

to the Supreme Being {hewed that 

his thoughts were taking their na

tural courfe. Domingo and I fol

lowed his example, and kncekd, 

and prayed with him. He after

wards went towards the norLh~rn 

fide of the ifland, and waiked on 

without much attending to us. As 

·1 was fure that he did not know 

that the body of 11ary had been 
found, 
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found, much lefs where it had been 
interred, I ventured to a{k him 
what particular reafon he had for 
praying under the bamboos; he 
only anf we red, " We have been 
there fo often together ! " 

He continued his way to the 
entrance of the foreft; there, bc
i ng overtaken by the night, we 
were obliged to flop, and I pre
vailed upon hi1n to take forne 
nouri!h1nent; we afterwards lay 
down at the foot of a tree, and 
flept upon the grafs. The next 
day I thought that he had fome 
inclination to go back ; for he 
looked for fame time towards the 
,church of Pamplemouffe, and her 
long avenues of bamboo, and made 
~ few fteps as if he was going that 

1 2 wav · • !I 
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way; but he f uddenl y turned a

bout, and rufhed into the foreft, 

continuing his courfe to the north. 

I then began to guefs his intention, 

and in vain endeavoured to divert 

hirn from it. We came about 

noon to the diftriB: of Poudre d'or. 

He defcended with a quick ftep 

to the fea -fhore, oppofite to the 

place where the St. Gerand had 

been loft. vVhen he can1e within 

view of the ifie of Amber and the 

Channel, which was then finoo th 

as glafs; he cried out, '' Mary ! 
r.Aydear Mary!" and funk down 

without fenfe upon the ground. 

Don1ingo and I carried him into 

the interior part of the wood, and 

with fome difficulty recovered 

hi1n. ,vhen his fenfes were re-
Hored., 
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ftored, he would have gone again 
to the coaft; but, having entreated 
him not to renew his grief and 
ours by f uch cruel recollections, 
he took another road. In this 
manner he continued for a whole 
week, wandering from place · to 
place, and vifiting all the fpots 
where he re1nembered to· have been 
with the con1panion of his child-
hood. He went through the bye 
paths to the Black River, the fame 
way which he had gone with Ma
ry, when fhe folicited the pardon 
of the mulatto Oave; and from 
thence to the banks of the river of 
Three Breafts, where fhe fat down, 
unable to walk any farther; and 
then to that part of the wood where 
they loft themfelves. Every fpot 

I 3 which 
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which recalled to his mind he

amufements, her cares, her bene

ficence, her repafts-the river of 

the Long Mountain, 1ny little hut, 

the neighbouring water-fall, the 

papayer which ihe had planted, 

the turf on which ilie ufed to run; 

the openings in the wood where 

fl1e delighted to fing, all by turns 

excited his grief; and the fame 
echoes which had fo often returned 

the founds of their joy, now only 

repeated thefe 1inelancholy accents 

-"Mary! My dear Mary !" 
In this wild and wandering life, 

11is eyes funk, his lips grew wan, 

and his health declined. Well 

convinced that the me1nory of paft 

pleafures increafes the fenfe of pre

fent evil, and that the paflions 
have 
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have a double force in folitt1de., I 

ref ol ved to remove my u nf or tu
n ate friend from the fcenes which 

fo continually reminded him of hi, 

lofs, and to take him to thofe 

parts of the iiland where there was 

1nof1: diflipation. For this purpofe 

I went with him to the inhabited 

heights in the diftritt of Williams, 

where he had never been. Agri

culture and commerce made this 

a fcene of great bufinefs and va

riety. There were companies of 

carpenters employed, fome in 

fquaring the timber, others fawing 

the planks; carriages coming and 

going on the roads ; herds of cat

tle and great numbers of horfes 

feeding in exteniive pafrures, and 

the co1:1ntry full of houfes and vil .. 

I 4 lagesQ 
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lages. From the high fituation 

of the ground, 1nany of the vege

tab>le produfcions of Europe fuc
ceed there; and ·we faw crops of 

wheat in different parts of the 

plain, large beds of ftrawberries in 

the open fpaces of the woods, and 

rofe-hedges along the roads. The 

coolnefs of the air tends to brace 

the nerves, and ·is reckoned falu

tary to the Europeans. From 

thefe heights, which occupy the 

center of the ifiand, and are for

rounded by vaft woods, there are 

· no views of the fe1, or of Port 

Lewi~, or Pan1p]emouife, or of 

any thing that could recall the loft 

Mary to his n1ind. Even the 

n1ouncains, which are varied, and 

di:v.ided in to different branches on 

the 
~ 
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'the fide of Port Lewi3, on the 

plains of Willian1s appear only as . 

one long perpendicular cliff, fur

mounted by high pyramids of rock, 

where the clouds often rei1'. 
It was to thefe plains that I con

ducted Paul. I kept hi1n in con

tinual motion. I walked with him 

in the heat, and in the -rain, in the 
night, and in the day; purpofely 

]ofing him in the woods and fields-, 

and newly-cultivated grounds, in 
hopes to relieve his mind by fa .. 
tiguing his body, and to engage 

his attention for a moment, by the 

difficulty of fincling our way, and 

cur ignorance of the places in 
which we were. But the beloved 

·object is every where prcfent to 
the lover: neither night, nor day) 

neither 
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neither the calm of folitude, nor 

the bufy fcenes of the world, nor 

even time icfelf, which fades fo 

many irnages, has power to remove 

her idea from hin1 : like the nee

dle, which, however it may be 

agitated, always turns to the pole 

when it fubudes. I aiked Paul, 

when we were lofi: in the plains of 

\Villiam_s, which way we fhould 

go: he turned to the North, and 

faid, " Thofe are our mountains; 

let us go back to them,,,. 

I found that all my efforts to 

diffipate his thoughts were ineffec

tual, and that I had no refource 

left but to try, with all the efforts. 

of my feeble reafon, to- make his 

paffion ace againft itfelf: I there

fore faid to hin1, " Yes, thofe are 
the 
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the mountains where your dear 
Mary lived, and this is the por

trait that you gave her, and 
which dying fbe preffed to her 
heart, w hofe lafr pulfe beat for 
you." And at the fame tin1e I held 
out to him the little picture which 
he had given to Mary under the 
coco-trees. He paffionately feized 
jt with his feeble hands, and put 
it to his lips. His refpiration be
ca1ne oppreffed, and his eyes grew 
red with tears which could not 
flow. 

" My dear friend," I faid to 
him, « liften to me who love you, 
who loved Mary, and who, in the 
1nidft of all your young hope, 
endeavoured to fortify your mind 
againft the unforefeen cala1nities 

of 
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ef life-. What is it that you de
plore with f uch bitternefs of 

grief? Is it your own misfortune ? 
or> is it Mary's ? 

" Your's is indeed great. You 

have loft the moft lovely of wo
n1en, who would have become the 

moil: excellent of wives. She had 

facrificed her intere/1s to yours, 

and, in preference to fortune, had 

chofen you, as the only reward 

adequate to her virtues. But, in

fiead of proving the fource of 

pure and difinterefred happinefs to 

you, lhe 1night have been the 

caufe of infinite mifery. She was 

difinherited, and without refource. 

You muft have fupported yourfelf 

and her by hard labour. Render

ed more delicate by her educa-

t10n, 
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tion, and her force of 1nind even 
increafed by difficulty, you would 
have feen her finking by degrees 
under her efforts to leifen your fa
tigue. If fue had had children, 
it would have augn1ented all your 
cares. How would it have been 
poffible for you to have maintain
ed a young family, and your pa
rents far advanced in years ?" 

cc You 1nay fay, that the Go-
vernor would have affifred you ; 
but, in a colony where the admi
niftration is continually changing, 
you could not always expect to 
have fuch n1en as M. de la Bour
donaye. There might have been 
Governors without 1norals, with
out principles, to who1n your wife 
would have been obliged to pay 

court, 
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court, in order to obtr-.in a paltry 
fupply. If fhe had been difcreet, 
you would probably have remain
ed poor-and even happy if her 
beauty and her virtue had not fub-
j ected you to the perfecution of 
thofe froin whom you expected 
ailifrance ! 

" ' There is,' you will fay, ' a 
h ::i ppinefs, independent of fortune, 
t he happinefs of protecting the 
object of our affections, whofe at
tachment is increafed by difi:refs. 
By the excefs of my anxiety fhe 
would have felt confoled; n1y fuf
ferings would have n1ade her for
get her own.' Thefe, I allow, are a 
fort of bitter pleafures, which love 
and virtue are capable of enjoy
ing.-But ihe is no more ; there 

remains, 
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remains, however, what next to 
yourfelf !he held deareft ; your 
1nother, and her own-who will be 
brought to the grave by your in
confolable grief. Let it be the 
pleafure of your life, as it was of 
her's, to attend upon the1n and 
fupport them. Beneficence is the 
delight of the virtuous; it is the 
greateft and n1ofl: fecure of all 
earthly happinefs. The fchemes 
of eafe, enjoyment, ambition, lux
urr, are not 1nade for the tranfi
tory life of feeble n1an. Into what 
mifery have we been plunged, 
fro1n one frep only in purfuit of 
ridH'·s ! You, it is true, oppofed 
•lt; but who would not have ex
pected the voyage ~of Mary to 
Juve terminated in the happinefs 
of you both ? The invitation of 

a rich 
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a rich and aged relation ; the 

counfel of an enlightened Gover

nor; the approbation of a whole co

lony; the exhortations and autho

rity of a prieft, decided her fate

and it thus. we run to our own de

ftruction, led into error by the 

prudence even of thofe by whofe 

opinions we are governed. It 
would 11ave been better, no doubt, 

not to have liftened to them ; not 

to have trufted to the promifes of 

a deceitful world. But, after al!, 

among the number of thofe who 

go to India in quefr of riches, or 

who remain at home and enjoy the 

luxuries which are brought back 

to Europe-among all the indivi

duals whom we now fee working 

in this plain-there is not one who 

i,s not deftined forne day to lofe 
what 
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what is 1noft dear to hi1n ; gran
deur, riches, wife, children, friends. 
:h1oft of them, in addition to their 
lofs, may have the pain of think
ing that they contributed to their 
1nisfortunes by their own folly. 
But you, when you examine your 
own heart, can have nothing to 
reproach yourfelf with. You have 
been truly faithful; and, by not 
departing from the fentiments of 
nature, you acted with the wifdom 
of age, in the flower of your 
youth. Your views alone were 
without error, becaufe they were 
pure, fimple, difinterefted, and 
that your right to Mary was a fa
cred right which no fortune could 
balance. You have loft her; and 
it is not by your imprudence, or 

Vot. Il. K bv 
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by the falfe wifdom of the world, 

or your defire of gain, that you 

are deprived of her; but by the 

hand of Providence, ,vhich em-

ployed the paffions of ochers to 

take from you the object of your 

affections ; and Heaven, the .1u

thor and giver of all good, knows 

what is beft for you, and now 

leaves you no caufe for that re

pentance and defpair, ,'hich we 

feel for evils that we have brought 

upon ourfel ves. 

" You 1nay, in your affiiB:ion, 

fay, I have not dtferved it. Is it 
then the misfortune of Mary, her 

death, or her prefent ftate, that you 

deplore? Her fate is the fame 

that birch, and beauty, and even 

empire muft f ubmit to. When 
,!he 
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'fne came into the world, !he was 
condemned to die: and ihe is to 
be accounted happy that the bonds 
of life were diffol ved before fhe 
loft her mother, your's, before fhe 
loft you-by which ihe would have 
f uffered many deaths before the 
laft ! 

" Death, my dear friend, is a 
bleffing to all-it is the night of 
this reftlefs day, which is called 
life-the fleep, which for ever 
eafes us fro1n pain, and ficknefs., 
and farrow, and all the doubts 
and fears which inceffantly agitate ' 
the living. Examine thofe whofe 
lot appears the moft to be envied: 
you will find that they have very 
dearly bought their boafted hap
pinefs ; reputation in the world 

K 2 ha~ 
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ai been purchafed perhaps· by 

domeftic evils ; riches, by lofs of 

health ; the fortunate and rare. 

bleffing of being beloved, by con

tinual facrifices; and often, at the 

end of a life which has been de

voted to others, they fee them

felves furrounded only by intereft-

@d friends and ungrateful rela

tions. But Mary's lot was un-• ~ 

Ghanged to the laft; 1be was happy, 

whilft .fhe remained with us, by the 

bleffings of nature, and after !he 

had left us, by her virtues : and. 

even in that awful moment when 

!he perifl1ed in our fight, fhe 1night , 

frill be accounted happy ; for, . 

whichever way !he caft her eyes, 

fhe faw herfelf the object of af

fection; whether towards you, who. 

t wer<;,, 
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-were-, with fuch intrepidity ffriv
i.:ig to go to her affiftanc~, or to a 
whole colony, anxious and trem
bling for her fafety. Confcious of 
her innocence, {he looked forward 
to futurity without difmay, and 
fhe received the reward which is 
referved for the virtuous ; for 
Heaven gave her fortitude, which 
raifed her above danger; and fhe 
met death with a finn and ferene 
countenance. 

" The different events of life 
are trials, by which Heaven proves 
the virtuous, and 1hews that they 
alone can profit by them, and turn 
them to their glory and honour. 
~r-1hofe who are de!tined to illuf-
trious fame, arc raifed 
e:..::alted and conf picuous 

K3 

to fon,c 
fituation, 

and 
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and have to combat againft death: 

their courage then f erves as an 

example, and pofterity pays the 

tribute of their tears to the me

mory of their misfortunes. This 

everlafting monument is referved ' 

for thern, in a world where all p~ .... 

.ri fhes and vanifhes away, and in 

which the fame of kings is foon 

buried ;n oblivion. 

cc But l\1ary ftill exifts. Every" 

th1ng changes upon earth; but no

thjng is loft. Ail the art of man 

could not annihil t-e the finallef.. 

particle of matter; and is i:: poffible 

that wh2..t poffdfed reafon, benev0-

1ence, love, v1rtue, piety, fhould 

have perifhed, ,-r;hen the elements 

which compofed the outw:ird form 

that contained it, cannot be dc-
ftroycd? 



[ 1 35 ] 
ftroyed ? Oh! if Mary was happy 
whilft !he was with us, ihe is 
much more fo now. There is a 
Supreme Being, my dear friend: 
all nature bears witnefs of him; I 
have no need of arguments to 
prove it to you. Nothing but 
the wickednefs of men, can n,ake 
them deny the eternal J ufl:ice 
which they have reafon to fear. 
The fentiment of his exifrence is 
in your heart, as his works are 
before your ey~s. Can vou be
lieve then, that Mary has been 
left unrewarded ? Can you f up ... 
pofe that the fame Power, which 
enclofed her exalted foul in a fonn 
fo beautiful, that it befpoke its di-: 
vine original, could not have faved 

K 4 her 
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her fron1 the waves ? That he 

who regulated the prefent happi

nefs of man, according to laws 

-\.vhich we do not comprehend, 

cannot prepare a future frate of 

·happinefs for her, according to 

laws that are equally unknown to 

us ? When we were yet uncreated, 

if we had been capable of thought, 

could we have formed any idea 

of our prefent exiftence? and, now 
I 

that we are in this dark and tran-

fitory life, can we forefee what is 

beyond the gates of death, through 

which we muft necelfarily pafs 
when we go out of it? Does the 

Creator want this little globe for 

the difplay of his wifdom and 

g0odnefs., like feeble 1nan; and, 

can 

C 

o' 
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can the human race be only mul
tiplied in the fields of death ? 
There is not a drop of water in the 
ocean., which does not teem with 
living creatures that bear affinity 
to ourfelves ; and., is it poffible, 
that in the number of planets 
which roll over our h@ads, there 
fuou)d be nothing which has any 
relation to us ? Is the Supreme 
Wifdom and Bentficence li1nited 
to the fpot which we inhabit? and, 
can thofe innumerable and fhining 
worlds, and the furroundino- fields 

0 

of light which no darknefs can 
obfcure, be an empty ufelefs f pace, 
a n eternal vacuum ! If we, who 
of ourfelves have nothing, Ihould 
ciare to affign limits to that Power 

.from 
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fr01n whof e hands we have re

ceived every thing, we might 

think that we were here upon the 

boundary of his empire, where life 

combats againft death, and inno

cence again ft tyranny .. 

cc \Vithout doubt there fome

where exitl:s a place where virtue 

receives its reward, and Mary is 

happy. Oh! if fhe could now 

f peak to you, ihe would fay, as fhe 

did when fhe left you : ' 0 Paul, 

life is only a trial. I have been 

obedient to the laws of nature, of 

love, and of virtue. I croffed the 

feas in obeiience to my relations; 

I renounced wealth, and preferved 

my faith to you, and my innocence 

to the laft. It .Pleafed Heaven to 
finiih . 
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finifh mycourfe. I have efcaped for 
ever frorn all the difficulties, the 
ftorms, the miferies of life, and the 
iight of the fufferings of others. 
None of the evils which threaten 
n1:1n can henceforth reach me; and 
you pity n1e ! I am pure and un
changeable as a particle of light ; 
and you would call me back to the 
darknefs of the world !-0 Paul t 
0 1ny dear friend ! remember thofe 
days of delight, when heaven 
fee med to open with the fun upon 
the pikes of the mountain, and 
fpread through the forefl: with his 
rays; we felt an enchantment of 
which we did not know the caufe. 
In the innocence of our hearts we 
wifhed to be all fight., to behold 

the 
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the beautiful colours of the dawn; 

all fmell,. --to enjoy the fragrance of 

our plants; all ear, to hear the 

melody of the birds ; and all foul, 

to exp refs our gratitude for f uch 

bleffings. Now, placed at the 

fource fro1n which every thing that 

is lovely upon earth is derived, my 
mind enjoys, and fees, and hears, 

and touches, without intervention, 

what formerly could only be made 

prefent to 1nethrough the medium 

of feeble organs. Oh ! what lan

guage could defcribe thofe coaft.s 

of eternal day, which are 1ny habi

tation for ever! All that infinite 

power and celeftial goodnefs could 

create, to confole a fuffering be

ing; all that the affection of in-

numerable 
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numerable fpirits, partaking of the 
fame unfpeakable hlifs, caa give 
of harmony to our general happi
nefs, we enjoy pure and unalloyed . 
Support your prefent trial, that 
hereafter you may ftill add to the 
felicity of your Mary, by love 
which ihall know no end, by a 
Hyrnen whofe torch can never 
more be extinguifhed. T hen I 
will calm your regrets.; then I, 
iliall wipe away your tears. 0, my 
friend! my efpoufed ! raife your 
foul to eternity, that you may be 
enabled to bear the f ufferings of a 
n101ne n t." 

From the emotion I felt myfelf, 
I, ceafed to fpeak. Pau], looking 
ftedfaftly at 1ne., cried out, " She 

1S 
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:is no more ! She is no more l" and 

a long oppreffion f ucceeded thefe 

melancholy words. Afterwards, 

when he was a 1i ttle recovered, he 

faid, '' Since death then is a blef

fing, and that Mary is happy, 

I will die alfo, and go to her." 

All that I had f uggefl:ed for his 

confolation, had therefore only 

tended to nourifh his defpair. I 

was like a man endeavouring to 

fave his friend who has fallen into 

the water, and who abfolutely re

fufes to f wim. Grief had over

whelmed hi1n. Alas ! it is the 

fufferings of the firft years which 

prepare a man to enter into life, 

and Paul had never experienced 

.:any., 
I brought 
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'l brought hitn home. 1 found 
his rnother and Madame de la Tour 
in a ftate of languor, which had 
increafed during our abfence. 
Margaret appeared to be the 1noft 
dejected. Thofe characters which~ 
fro1n vivacity of temper, pafs 
lightly over com1non misfortunes, 
are the fooneft overcome by great 
affiittions. 

cc O my good neighbour!" faid 
Jhe, cc I thought, in my dreams laft 
night, that I faw Mary clad in 
white, walking in delightful woods 
and gardens. She told n1e that 
fhe enjoyed unfpeakable happi
nefs ; and then, coming towards 
Paul with a finiling countenance, 
·!he took him away with her. Whilft 

:6 I was 
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I was endeavouring to detain my. 
fon, I felt myfelf quitting the 
earth, and with a fenfation of ple~
f ure that I cannot defcribe. I 
turned to take leave of my friend, 
and faw her following, with Frances 
and Domingo. But, what is frill 
more remarkable, Madame de la 
Tour had a dream this fame night 
which refembled 1nine in aln1ofl: 
every ci rcumftance. '' 

"My dear friend," I anfwered, . 
cc nothing can happen upon this 
earth without the pern1iffion of 
Heaven. Dreams fornetimes an
nounce the truth." 

Madame de fa Tour related to. 
me the dream ihe had had the· 
night before, which diffe1ed but 

little 

pe 

th 
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little from that of Margaret. I 
had never obferved, in either of 

1ny friends, any tendency to f u

perfl:ition ; I was the more firuck 
therefore with the coincidence of 

thefe drea1ns, and I doubted not, 
in my own mind., that they would 
be realifed. That the truth is 
:fometimes revealed to us during 

our fleep, is an opinion which has 
prevailed amongft all the nations 
of the earth. It has been believed 
by the greatefi: characters of anti
quity; amongft ochers, by Alex

ander, Crefar, the two Scipio's, the 
two Cato's, and Brutus, who cer
tainly had not a weak. mind. Both 
the Old and the New Teframent 
furnifh many exa1nples of dreams 

V 01. II. L ,·1,hich 
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which have been fulfilled. For 
myfelf., I have need only of my 

. . own experience to convince me, 
that dreams are adrnonitions, which 
\\-e receive fron1 fame intelligent 
being for our good. But it is no1. 
poui:)le eicher to defend or to re
fute by argument:, things whicI1 
furpafs human underfbrn..iing.
llowever., if the rc.l:on of man is 
but an irn:1ge of that of the Su
pren1e BeiP.g; JS man is abl~ to 
LOnvey Lis intentions by hidden 
ways fron1 one end of th~ earth to 
the other, why n1ay not the \-1lif
don1, which govcn s t;ie Lrniverfe, 
employ ]ike n1e:1;1s for the fame 
end ? A friend fends confolation 
to a friend in a letter, which c-·off. s 

I 

b 

i 
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-various kingdoms, and pafies 
through contending nations, and 
brings hope and joy to one indivi
durrl; why may not the P rotecl:or of 
innocence cornmunicate c01nfort, 
by fon1e fecret 1nethod, to the vir
tuous mind, whofe only truft is in 
hi rn ? He needs no outward fi g ns 
for the execution of his w ill, who 
in all his works continLu11 y acts 
by intern al powers . 

\Vhy ihould ·we doubt of dreams? 
Life icfelf, fi lled ,vith fo many vai11 
;1 nd t r::in fi tory prcjecl:s, what is it 
but a dream? 

P ~:: b'" th:1t as it wiil, the d rr .. a!:1 · 
of c1y un fo rtun::.te frien J s w~:s fo0 ,1 
ac ~01n uli1hed . 

' P ~rnl d:ed two 

r..-1J:-y, whofe na1ne L::: jnccffrn,l.,r 
I... ·2. repeate\i . 
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repeated. Margaret faw her end 
approach jn a week after that of 
her fon, with a fatisfaction which 
virtue alone can feel. She took 
the 1110ft affectionate leave of Ma
dame de la Tour, in the delight
ful expectation of n1eeting her a
gain, never more to part. "Death," 
faid fhe, "is a bleffing which one 
ihould wifi1 for. If life is a pu
nifhment, one muft defire that it 
lhould ceafe: if it is a trial., one 
n1ufr hope to have it fhort." 

Government took care of Fran
ces and Domingo, who were no 
longer able to work, and did not 
long furvive their n1iftrefs. Poor 
Tayo pined away, and died almoft 
at the fame time with his mafter. 

I tool 
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· l took Madame de la Tour to 
rny houfe ; fhe fupported herfelf, 
in the mid ft of thefe dreadf u] loiTes, 
with incredible fortitude. She 
1:ornforted Paul and I.Vlargaret to 
the laft 1noment., as if fne had had 
no affiiB:ion but theirs to endure. 
When they were t2ken fro1n her, 
fl1e talked to me of thern every 
day, as of beloved friends who 
were in the neighbourhood : how
ever, {he outlived them but a few 
v1eeks.-As to her aunt, far fron1 

~rcufi.ng her as the author of her 
rnisfor tunes, fhe prayed to ~leaven 

to p~rdon her, and to c3.Jin the 
rpfllefs di ford er of mind into which 
fhe h-,d fallen immediately after 
111!' i~:i<l fo !!1hli1Tian]y frnt r-:1ary 

L 3 The 
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The cruelty of this unn1t'ural 

woman was foon punifhed. I he,lrd, 

by means of feveral vdfels which 

fucceffively arrived, that ihe was 

tormented by a diftrefsful frate of 

1pirits, Y✓h ich made her equally 

incapable of fupporcing life, or 

bearing the approach of death. 

Sometimes fhe reproached herfelf 

for the untimely end of the chan11-

ing Mary, and the lofs of her mo

ther, which was the confequence 

of it. Sometimes fhe applauded 

herfelf, for having banilhed from 

her fight two wretched beings, who 

had, fhe faid, difgraced their fa
mily by their mean attachments. 

Sometimes the crowds of poor, 

which fhe faw at Paris, gave her 

an impatience of temper., and fhe 



afked, why they were not fent to. 

die in the colonies; adding, that 

the ideas of humanity, religion, 

.virtue, arnongft different nations, 

were onlv the inventions of thofe 
,/ 

in power. Then., running into the 

oppofite extreme, ihe gave herfelf 

up to f uperftitious terrors, and 
carried large f mns to be dif po fed 
of in alms by the Monks, who 

were her directors, intreating them 

to appeafe Heaven by the facrifice 
of her whole fortune ; as if thofe 
riches, which had been refufed to 

the unfortunate, could be accept

able to the Father of men ! Soine
t imes in her imagination fhe faw 
countries in flames, and burning 

11ounr:iins, where hideous fpeches 
J.., ~- w ~rc·r:.-Tcd 
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tvandered up and down, and with 
a dreadful voice fummoned her- to 
join them. She kneeled at the 

feet of her confeifors, and invent
ed penances and tortures, to in
flict upon herfelf-for eternal juf
tice inf pi res the cruel with a reli
gion full of ttrror. 

In this manner !he paifed feve
ral years, unbelieving and fuper
ftitious by turns; her life a bur
then, and the apprehenfion ,of 
death infupporcable. 

But the wealth, for wr-ich fhe 
had facrificed the fentiments of 
natural affection, was at 1aft the 
caufe which put an end to her rni
ferable exiftence. She had the 
r.oort1fication to find, that her for-

t'J ne 



[ I 53 ] 
tune would defcend to relations 
who were odious to her; fhe en
deavoured therefore to alienate 
the greatefr part of it; but they, 
taking advantage of her fits of 
defpondency, confined her; upon 
the pretence of her being difor-• 
dered in her fenfes, and put her 
eftate into the hands of truftees. 
Thus her defrrutl:ion was corn
pleated by her riches ; and, as 

they had hardened the heart of their 
poffeffor, they alfo made thofe 
unnatural who were in expelta
tion of them. At length ihe 
died; and, for the completion of 
wretchednefs, with f u fficient u fe 
of her under!l:anding to perceive, 
.that !he was plundered ~nd d 1pif:. 

* ed 
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ed by the very perfons whofe opi.., 
nions had directed her all her 

life. 

The body of PauJ was depofited 

by the fide of his beloved Mary, 

under the fa1ne reeds; and near 

thern lay their fond mothers and 

faithful fervants. No monuments 
:were raifed upon their hmnble 

turfs ; no epitaphs were engraved 

in honour of their virtues : but 

their memory, never to be effaced, 

rernains imprinted on the hearts of 

thofe who experienced their kind

nefs. They needed not that pomp 

i n death, which in their lives they 

had avoided; but., if they are !till 

mindful of what paffes upon earth., 

without doubt they delight to vi fit 
tl:.e 
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the thatched roofs which fl1elter 

indufl:ry and virtue ; to c01nfort 
the poor who repine at their lot; 

~nd in young lovers to encourage 

confran t affection, fin1ple taftesJ) 
love of labour, and dread of 
riches. 

The voice of the people, which 

is filent when monuments are 
raifed in honour of princes, has 

given names to fome parts of this 

ii1and, which will for ever perpe
tuate the memory of Mary. Near 
the ifie of Amber, amongft the 

rocks, there is a place called 
the {heights of the St. Gerand, 

which is the name of the veffel 
which was wrecked there when it 
brought her back from Europe. 

T 'h"' .;\., 
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which you pti ctive., half under 

water, abour three leagues from 

hence> and which the St. Gerand 

could not double the night before 

·the h urric.1ne, in order to gain the 

port, is called the Cap Jvlalheu
reux; and in front here, at the 

end of the valley, is the Baie du 
CJ'ombeau, where Mary was found 

buried in the fand, as if the fea 

had endeavoured to bring back 

her body to her family, and to 

render the laft duties to her deli

cacy, upon ' the fame ihores which 

fne had honoured by her inno

cence. 

Oh! unfortunate mothers! chil
dren fo fondly united ! beloved fa

n1ily l 
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mily ! Thefe woods, which af
forded you fhade; thefe fountains, 
which flowed for you; thefe hills, 
where you reclined together, ftill 
deplore your lofs. No one has 
fince dared to cultivate this defo
late fpot, or repair thefe humble 
dwellings. Your goats are be
come wild; your gardens are de
ftroyed ; your birds are fled; and 
there is now no found but the 
fcreams of hawks, wheeling round 
the valley. As for me, fince I 
have lofl: you, I am as a friend 
who has no friends, as a father 
bereft of his children, as a travel
ler wandering alone upon the 
earth~ 

IN 
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1 N faying thefe words, he arol'e 
:and left n1e, with tears in his eyes; 
1nine had often flowed in the 
•courfe of his n1elancholy :iarra .... 
tIOll. 

F I ~! I c-
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