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PREFACE. 

T IvE following "'\Vork is intended to 
display the beuefits of DeYotion, 

,vhich are illustrated in the lives of 

t,vo very young persons, ,vhosc pur

suits ,vere, not the vanities of the 

,vorld, but the true and lasting plea

sures of Religion, and 'Time ,vell 

spent. 

There are fe,v, even of those vrho 

do not study to live by its rules, 

that are not willing to ackno,vledge 

the efficacy of Religion, in the hour 

of death, 0r on a bed of sickness ; 

though they are inclined to put off 

all thoughts of it till that a,vful 
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period. But in this short history 

·will be seen, and the truth of the .. 

illustration may be perceived by ge-

neral observation,) that if the duties 

of a Christian profession are not at-

tended to in our lives, jts support and 

consolations in those trying scenes 

cannot be felt either by the dying, 

or by their surviving friends. 

Tl1is in1portant truth has, no 

doubt, been often enforced on 1nany 

of my young readers, and in a ,vay 

1nore 1 arge and comprehensive than 

in this simple tale: yet, as, after 

having observed a charn1ing vie,v of 

Nature reflected in a mirror, ,vhere 

each object, though lessened to our 

sight, is distinctly seen, and bear~ 

its due proportion to the ,vhole, we 
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are still inclined to survey the scene 

itself, and perhaps ·with 1nore accu

rate attention than before ; it is 

hoped, that this feeble attempt to 

exe1nplify the satisfaction arising 

from a Religious Life, ,vill not there

fore be altogether useless or unenter- . 

taining. 

' . ,_ 
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'11his Wurk having received the approbation of 

the /,flriters of the GUARDIAN OF EuucATION, 
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THE 

1'WIN SISTERS~ 

CHAPTER I. 

"' Fancy abd Pride seek things at vas'l expense, 
'" 'l'hicb reli~h not tlte reason, nor the set,se." 

You~rn. 

WHEN nearly five years old, Ellen and Anna 
Stanley, twin sisters, were left to the care of an 
aunt,-not from the death of their parents, but 
owing to their removal fro u England to the 
East Indies, being allured by the hope of ob
taining some of those riches which have too 
often drawn the inhabitants of this islan<l thi
ther, and made them abandon their childreu to 
the care of less affectionate guardians than these 
little girls found in i\1rs. Irvi11 It might have 
been supposed that, having only these t't\' O chil
dren, :Mr. and Mrs. St .. nley conld 110t have 
admitted a thought of separation Jro,n tl1e111, 
and that whilst they could have promised them
selves the sati.:,faction of leaving them a hand
some fort .me, they would have en<lcavourecl, by 
attending to their education, to have instructed 

n 
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them in the proper use of it: but such was not 

the conduct of these votaries of dissipation. 

They had lived among those whose riches seemed 

the only means of procuring happiness; and 

whilst l\Ir. Stanley daily saw his wealthy neigh

bours enjoying new amusements, he had not the 

wisdom to reflect, that none of their pursuits 

could afford them lasting pleasure; or ,vhy 

would they be so often changed for others ? He 

thought that variety is the chief source of hap

piness, which in a thinking mind will cause a 

doubt of its reality. Both Ylr. and lVJrs. Stan

ley were fond of society, and lived much beyond 

their income in endeavouring to keep, ,vhat is 

called, the best company. ,vhilst this "·as the 

case, it cannot be imagined that they could be

hold with much pleasure those children whom 

they were confessedly injuring, in what they 

deemed the mo t essential requisite of life

their fortune, and to obtain an increase of which 

they aften\ ards parted from them for so long a 

time. 

It was just before this separation that Mrs. 

Irvin, the sister of :Mrs. Stanley, after having 

refu::.ed many former iir·itations, came to town. 

She haJ lived for several years 111 the country, 

with 3n 1msband whom she much valued and 

esteemed, and whose death she had mourned the 
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fast two years. llaYing no family of her own, 
aud blest with an ample fortune, she followed 
his example in considering the neighbouring 
poor as her peculiar charge; nor did she find 
so much gratification in any pleasure the world 
could afford her, as in contributing to their 
welfare. Such sentiments as these, frequently 
expressed in her letters to her sister, excited her 
surprise, especially after l\Ir. Irvin's death, when 
she expected she would declare herself tired of 
the uniform life she had led with him, and im
patient to return to society. "vVhilst he lived," 
she ,voul<l say, " sh~ did not so much wonder 
at her sister·s wish to avoid the world, as he was 
so strange and unaccountable a man, that he 
could make no figure in it; but that for two 
years after his death she should remain in soli
tude, was a circumstance that she could not 
account for." 

The truth was, nothing but the wi::,h of seeing 
the children of her sister could have induced 
1Irs. Irvin once more to have visited London; 
but \\'hen .she considere<l, that they were now 
olcl enotigh to be instructed in m,my things, and 
yet found no mention made of them in any of 
their mother's letters, and that: the general a11-
swer to all her enquiries was, that they were 
" very well," while every other pnrt was filled 
with accountc, of balls, routs, and dininz parties; 

:B ~ 
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rn which she was continually engaged, she 

thought it her duty to endeavour, by every 

means in her power, to promote their educa-

tion. 
On her arrival in Portman-square, where Mr. 

and l\1rs. Stanley then resided, she was struck 

with the alteration she perceived in the latter, 

whose dress and manners were in the extremity 

of the fashion; and highly painted as she was, 

she could scarcely discover any traces of the 

sister she had twelve years ago parted from 

with so much regret. At that time, lWrs. Stan

ley vrns between eightcc1 and nineteen, and lived 

with this her only s1:,ter, who was several years 

older than herself, and had then been married 

some time to i\iir. r rvin. "\Yhile under their 

roof, she received an i11vi ration to town for the 

first time in her life, and, new as all its plea

sures were to her, sl1e earnestly entreated her 

si~ter's consent to accept of it. Mr. and l\Irs. 

Irvin lrere then her only guardians, as their 

father bau died soon after the marriage of hi! 

eldest daughter. Unable to refuse her 1equest, 

they parteLi. from her with Yisible reluctance, 

yet unwilling to express their disapprobation; 

while she thouo-h attached to her sister from 
< ' .::> 
chilcthood, could not now feel regret at leaving 

lier, to taste of enjoyn,ents she had long eagerly 

wishell for, aqd to ente» on a scene of life in 
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tvhich she had been taught to expect their daily 
increase. Full of pleasing anticipations, she 
came to London, and by the mistaken kind
nes3 of her friends, was immediately plunged 
into all its gaieties. At one-and-twenty, she 
married ?.1r. Stanley, with whom she continued 
the same round of dissipatiQn, unconcerned at 
whht her sister, whom she had formerly thought 
her best adviser, might think of her, and to 
whose remonstrances she paid but little atten
tion. The embarrassment of their affairs woul<l 
now and then cause a sigh of regret in ivTrs. 
Stanley, till the fear of reflection made her enter 
still deeper into the pursuits of fashionable life; 
50 that when Mrs. Irvin again fnet her sister, she 
found her a complete fine lady, im;ensible to alJy 
affection which terminated not in self; negli
gent of her children ; and, undE.'T the mask of 
happiness, concealing the uneasiness which, not
withstanding all her endeavours to avoid, woul<l 
often arise in her mind when conscience, whose 
voice will and must be heard by all, whispered 
to her that she was wrong. 

As Mrs. lrvin came in her own carriage, sl1e 
was two days on the road, and reached the house 
of her sister before their usual dinner-hour. She 
was received by 1\Irs. Stanley, without the emo
tions my readers would suppose so long an ab-

n 3 
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sence would create; m~d the plain and simpli 

<h·ess her sister wore attracted her attention, 

much more than th~ affectionate manner in 

which she addressed her. 

After answering the enquiries that iirs. Stan

ley thought it civil to make, ~Irs. Irvin ex

pressed a wish to be introduced to the children . .. 
-" "\Vould you see them directly r" said l\'.Irs. 

Stanley, with indifference. " I doubt ·whether 

they are dressed or not:" and ringing the bell, 

she ordered the sen·ant to tell l\[artin to bring 

the young ladies to her. This was a summons 

so new to them, that it was with <lifficlllty they 

could be persuaded to enter the room; where 

they were told, " ~ lady that was come to stay 

with their Mamma wanted to sec them." 

At length, two sweet little girls macle their 

appearance at the parlour door, attended by an 

elderly servant, on whom they seemed to de

pend for direction and support. The counte

nance and the dress of each were nearly alike; 

aud l\Irs. Irvin looked at them with pleasure, 

though she could ill conccDl her feelings of re

gret, when she perceivcll thaL they seemed 

t>qually fearful of approaching their rnotl:cr, and 

' hcrsc1l~ to whom they v, ere quite unknown. 

'' It is, as I hm·c tolc.l you in my lc:ttrrs,'' 

t:,id _ Ir . Stanley] with ,in air of unconcern, 
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" that nobody but their mai<ls are allowed to 
come near them: l\fartin, do you lead them to 
their aunt." 

l\tiartin obeyed her order; and Mrs. Irvin 
rose to meet the little strangers.-" l\tI y dears," 
said she, " I am your aunt; won't you let me 
kiss you?" And r,he took a hand of each.
" They are sweet children,"' said she to her 
sister; " which is Ellen? and which is Anna, 
my namesake?'' 

" Upon my word," said .M.rs. Stanley, "yon 
almost puzzle me." 

" I am Ellen," said the little blushing girl, 
who still retained her hand in that of her aunt, 
while her sister had withdrawn hers, and was 
endeavouring to hide her face in Martin's gown; 
" I am Ellen Stanley," added she, as she re
ceived an affectionate kiss from her delighted 
aunt. 

" This then is Anna," said she, drawing tLC' 
other child towards her; " come, my little~ 
namesal·e, you must let me kiss you likewise;'' 
and she took the trembling child on her lap. 
Ellen approached also, and while she held the 
hand of her sister, they both appeared to recein:• 
pleasure from tbc caresses of their new friend. 

" y OU arc highly honoured," said nlr:,. 
Stanley, not a little chagrined at the prefere11C'c 
the children had gi vcn . " I <lare say I cou1d 

Il ,1, 
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Dot get eithPr of tl em to sit on my knee :-will 

you colne to me, Ellen?'' aJded she, stretching 

out her irnnd.-The little girl looked at Martin 

·with surprise; aud reading in her 1ool,s what 

~he ought to do, sbe wc1Jked towards her mother 

with a mixture of ff'ai· and diffiu "nee, that made 

her still 1110:e iPterestrng. .Mrs. Stcrnley received 

her complaLently, nnd kissed ht:1 cht:ek with an 

appearance Ol more affection than she ha<l ever 

~hewn \Jefore. Ellen was delighted with this 

unexpected mark of favour from her mother, 

and looked towards her sister, as if she wished 

it could be bestowed on her a1so. For this pur

pose, l\Irs. Irvin put her off her lap; and no 

sooner ·<lid she find herself at liberty, than she 

Jeturned to l\11artin, who, taking her hand, 

seemed to direct her to app:·oach her mother, 

!hat she might also receive the long withl1clcl 

token of her regard. 

" "'hat! must I kiss you also?" said Mrs. 

Stanley, not displeased at her corning towards 

bcr: " come along then; whJ, child, do yo,u 

look so frightened?" observing the tears in her 

. yes: " do you think that I shall cat you?" . 

Anna had no sooner received the kiss ~o 

strangely offered, than she again returned 
1
to 

1\'.Iartin, looking towards the door, as if wishing 

for their dis1nissal. 

'' You may take them away,, l\tiartin," sai.d 
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their mother: " I can see they are impatient to 
be gone; they are never happy out of the.ir 
nursery; I never saw such si1y children in my 
life.'' 

' '' Good-b'ye, my dear children/' said· Nlrs. 
lrvin," I hope we shall soon be better ac-. d ,, quamte . 

i\$ she once more kissed the glowing faces of 
the little girls, her voice and manners were 1so 

· much kinder than what they had been used to, 
that they already began to feel a pleasure in her 
company, and seemed less inclined t(? leave the 
room, till 1Irs. Stanley again Iepeated her com
mands. They made their curtsies and retired, 
pleased·with the notice their aunt had taken of 
them. · 

.As soon as they were gone, :Mrs. StanTey 
wished to talk on some other subject, and in
stead of enquiring her sister's opinion respecting 
them, she began to give her an account of the 
numerous acquaintance she could introduce her 
'to: hut ~\lrs. Irvin paid very little attention to 
the long list of names she ran over; and repeated 
the pleasure she felt in seeing the children.
" They are mnch more socmble than I ex
pected,'' s:ii<l she, '' confined a they are to the 
nursery : do you often visit them there ?" 

" I di<l," replied ~lrs. ·' tanley (with a coun
tenance expressive of some confusion at th.e 

l} 5 



10 THE T",YI::-; SISTERS. 

question) " before i\Iartin had the care of t1wtn, 

as eften as my numerous engagements y;;oulcl 

allow; but now she takes .:.iO much care of them, 

that my attendance is not necessary: she dresses 

them properly enough, and makes them very 

,vell behaved . Their shyness, I believe, never 

will be gotten oYer; and there is no pleasure in 

going to see them, when it appears to give them 

::. u ch uneasiness." 

" Perhaps that might be removed, if they 

were moi:e accustomed to your company,"' saitl 

i\frs. Irvin, much hw·t at the indifference which 

her sister expressed.-Thc ladies now separated, 

to dress for dinner; at which time l\lrs. Irvin 

was introduce,1 to ::\lr. Stanley; who welcomed 

her to his ho11sc with great politene"s, in that 

softened manner, which is too, often adopted to 

conceal co:itempt and di like . Such in his 

heart did wir. Stanley feel for his guest, though 

he harl afterwards reason to acknowledge himself 

"imdcr infinite obligations to her, for relieving 

him when most <li:,tres::sed : for. on the very next 

<la\·, he found that the situation of his afrairs 

could no longer l,e concealed; and with the ut• 

most incl dferenc:e be wlc.l his wife, that, '' Gn

]c.c.s she conlcl obtain assistance from her sister, 

they wPre utl rly ruinecl."-For any one to live 

beyond their income is now become so fashion• 

able a f~lly (not to cu11 it by a harsher name • 
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that neither iVIr. or Mrs. Stanley dreaded the 
imputation of it: but when, on a closer exami
nation of their affairs, it was di;_;;covered, that 
not even the whole of their property woeld pay 
the numerous debts they had contracted; then 
it was, that the friendship of :M rs. Irvin ap
peared in its true light: she prevailed on the 
friends of her late husband to procure for Ivir. 
Stanley an advantageous post in the East Indies, 
and offered to educate her children at her own 
expence. 

" Can you indeed be so generous?" said i\Ir. 
Stanley, struck with the sincerity of her profes
sions. " Ilow have I been deceived by those 
who call thcmselYes my friends! no one ·would 
interest themselves about me, when I solicited 
their a sistance;. each excused himself from 
troubling his acquaintance on my account; but 
you, to whom I am so little known, you have 
indeed been my best friend !" 

" Since you allow me that title," said l\rirs. 
Irvin, " "ill you suffer me, in one other in
stance, to prove how much I wish to deserve it? 
You acknowledge that your present distress is· 
occasioned by your having lived in too expen
sive a style :-1 forbear to censure :-but now· 
that you arc entering on another scene of life, 
allow me to ho1Je that YOu will rrain wisdom l J b 
from experience; your situation will be cbnngC'll 

Jl G 
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your former associates forgotten; let me advise, 

you, then, to be tareful with whom you again:, 

become acquainted, lest you should a second 

time be led into error.-But I ought to beg 

your pardon for offering my advice; a sensible 

man will judge for himself, whether what I 

have said is wrong." 

Th.en turning to her sister, the tears started 

in her eyes. on perceiving the wounded feelings 

of her mind strongly pourtraycd in her coun

tenance. Pricl<?, shame, envy, with some de

gree of grateful affection, a1ternate1y appeared 

there; while Mrs. Irvin thus addressed her: 

" l\tly dearest sister, I wish I could persuade. 

you to seek that happiness which proceeds from 

a higher source than the vain applause of this 

world : be assured, the knowledge of ourselves 

1s the truest wisdom; and now that I am to act 

the part of a mother to your children, it shall 

be my sincere enckavour to iustruct tqem in it.'' 
--\Vi th much emotion, she continued : " It is 

. probable that in this world we may never meet 

again; but by the remembr.ance of former years, 

and by the strong attachment which once sub

sisted between us, let me beg you, my beloved 

sister, seriously to conside}· for what end y<;m 
are li,viog; and may :YOui:,i-eflect~ons· be such,.as 

to produce the most lasting happiness! ;J Should 

I die before your return, the children shall be 
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taken care of, and I trust you wiil not fin<l them 
injured by my instructions. Believe me," a<l
ded she, with increased affection, " the eternal 
happiness both of them and yourself is among 
the first wishes of my heart." 

Both 1lr. and lvirs. Stanley were affected by 
this solemn address: they no longer looked on 
the manner and appearance of · Mrs. Irvin as 
subjects of derision, but each endeavoured to 
express their thanks, while she hurried out of 
the room to conceal her emotion. They could 
not deny the truth of what she bad said respect
ing their former pursuits, and at that moment 
.felt resolve<l to follow her a<lvice in their future 
conduct. 

I 

PERHAPS, young as my readers may be, tl1ey 
have themselves formed good Iesolutions in the 
hour of reflection, which, not long after, have 
been forgotten: they may know from experience 
how hard it is to conquer bad habits, and there
fore will not won<l<'r if they hear that Mr. and 
}rlrs. Stanley did not long retain their good in
tentions.-llut as it is the history -of their chil
dren that I mean to relate, l sha1l at present 
pass over the conduct of their parents, and,. in 
the next chapter, introduce my yol!.ng heroines 
more to notice. 
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CHAPTER JI. 

~ 

'' Gay hope is theirs, by fancy fed, 
" Least pleasing "·hen possess'd; 

" The tear forgot as suon ,1s shed, 
" The sunshine of the breast." 

GRAY. 

rr·~ 
_g_ o execute the generous plan she bad under-

taken, and not to discontinue her charitable 
contributions to the poor in her ncighbourhoo<l, 
Mrs. Irvin thought it necessary to lay down her 
carriage, and, in every thing she could, to les
sen her ex1 ences; and this she thought no sa
crifice, but rather rejoiced, that, by so doing, 
she would still contribute to the welfare of others. 

After staying a fortnight in town, and seeing 
every thing settled to the advantage of nir. aml 
lWrs. Stanley, as far as their present circum
stances would allow, she took an a-ffect;onate 
leave of them; and~with the t\lO children, and 
Martin whom she had engaged to continue as 
their nurse, set off in an hired chaise to her own 
hou~e. 

l\Jr. and JVlrs. Stanley parted from their chil- ~ 

dren with less regret than l\tJrs. Irvin liked to 
see; but their minds were much more occ-upied 
with the voyage thC'y were soon to enter upon. 
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The children felt only pleasure at the thought of 

their removal, particularly when they knew that 

l\tiartin was to accompany them; they shed no 

tears at taking leave of their parents; but when 
they were told it '\Yould be a great while before 

they saw them again, their countenances altered, 

and Ellen ventured to ask, " how long it would 
be?" She was answered that" it was uncertain."

" But you won't forget us, Mamma," said she, 

with artless simplicity; " Anna and I sha11 re
member you, as ~J artin says we should, every 

time \Ye say our prayers." 
To hide the blush of contrition which spread 

itself over her face, Mrs. Stanley stooped for

ward to kiss them with more than usual affec

tion ; telling them, '' they were very good girls, 
and that she should often think of them." 

The carriage was at the door, and Mr. Stan
ley saw them lifted into it with the utmost in
diflcrencc. Their mother stood at the window, 
and as she kissed her hand to them on their 

driving off, she felt an emotion quite new to 
ber.-\Vhen she considered the distance which 
would, in a short time, separate her from her 
children, and the sister she once so dearly loved, 
she thought she could have wept; but in the 
hurry and bustle of the house, and the visits of 
a few friends, who came to discover whether the 
report of their lensin~ Engfo.nd was true or not, 
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that they might have it in their power to com.:. 

municate it to others, the sc:L!Sib11ny so new to 

her was soon worn off, and self again became 
the chief l)bJect of her attention .. 

THE children were delighted \vith their jour
ney~ and, i1~ expressing then· admiration of all 

they saw, e ·e 1 their fear of strangers was soon 

forgotten, anrl they talked without restraint. 

" Do tell me the name of the place we arc 
going to, Manin !t' sai<l Auna, " for I have 

fo1gotten it already." 

" ~ :Jilwood," said 1\frs. Irvin: " bnt I don't 
know ~1ow you will like it: tLcre arc no houses 
to be seen , no carnages, ana no people walk

ing about, as there are in London: the country 
is ve•y d, 11.-'' 

" , , ~ am su1e we shall like it," said Ellen; 

with great eagerness; " for we have seen nothing 
but nc us'~ :inrl. carriages, aud such things, all 
our liv ... s. A.1art1u says, the country is full of 

fieltls and trees ; a:1d 1.rnt "· e shall s<'e cows, and 
horses, ar.d st1eep, nnJ little la1nbs ! 0, how 

I do wish to be a 1 rwn.'.1" them'." 
l\llrs. Irvin smiled at Ler earnestness. "But," 

said she, " do you thrni< you will :rnve not bing 

to do in the country, c:\ •·cpt rnnning about r 
You know t1iat you are coming to my house to 

learn a great many things, and you must sit 
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within a great part of every day, and work, and 

read, and learn lessons." 
" 0, we have been always used to that," re

plied Ellen, very goo<l-humouredly; " ~I artin 

used to make us do so at home ; this pocket

handkerchief I hemmed all myself; and Anna 

can work much better than I can.'' 

" No, sister," interrupted Anna, " indeed I 
don't; and y9u know you can read and speU 

too better than me." 
'" I am pleased to see such an affection be

tweea these children," said .l\f rs. Irvin, address

ing herself to Martin, who praised them both 

as very good young ladies; " you have been 
very attentive to them." 

Martin answered very modestly, that " she 

thought it her duty to teach them as well as she 

could ;-but I know very little myself, l\1a'am;' 
added she. · 

" I believe,'' said Mrs. Irvin, " you krn~nv 

more than ma.ny who might have been their 

more acGom plishcd instructors; for I think you 
hay~ taught them their duty to Goo, and to 
love each other." 

.''- I .have endeavoured to do so, l\1a'am," 

answered :Martin; " for I thought, if they 
never learnt any thing else, a knowledge of their 

d\lty would mq,kc them feel less hurt at it .. " 

' .:, f •• I J; , ,,• ' ' , 
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Mrs. Irvin was much p1eased ,vith this obser
vation; it seemed above the sentiments of a 
common servant; and she asked her from whom 
she had learnt them. 

" I had the athantage of very religious pa
rents, l\la'am," said :Oiartin; " and they al
ways taught me th2t to know the way to heaven 
was far preferable to all the accomplishments of 
this life." 

lYirs. Irvin perfectly agreed with her, and 
1·ejoic~d to find she had so worthy an ad<lition 
tQ her family. 

vVhen they stopped at the inn at ,, hich they 
were to dine, the children thought they were at 
the end of their journey.-" And is this my 
aunt's house?" said Ellen ; '' I am g1a<l Yre are 
here."-:.lr.s. I r\'in explained their mi. take, and 
told them they had still a great "'rny to go after 
dinner. This meal was the best tbcy had ever 
taste,1; e,:ery thiag was good; and when they 
were again sehtcd in the chaise, they rcp"''ltcdly 
declared, that " this was the happiest day of 
thc}r lives.'' 

Thus they continued to <'hatter, till, to\vards 
the evening, they began to grow tired, and at 
length Pach fell a!ileep in the arms of thPir com
panions; nor did they m·, ake when tl e cairiagc 
stopped at }lrs. Irvin's door. A bed had been 
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prepared for them, and l\tlartin had little e1se to 

<lo tban to put them into it. The exercise they 

had taken that day had been so much more 

than they had been accustomed to, that not 

even their curiosity to see their aunt's house 

could rouse them sufficiently to make any en

quiries respecting it. 
They slept all night, and it was not till some 

time after their usual hour, that their eyes vi'ere 

opened the next morning; but when Martin 

had made them sensible that they were indeed 

at l\tlilwood, she could not dress them quick 

enough; and though told that breakfast wai 

waiting for them, the prospect from their cham

ber ,vindow so attracted their attention, that 

they could scarcely be persuaded to leave it. It 

was the largest ancl prettiest garden they had 

ever seen.--" And is it really my aunt's?" askt.;d 

Anna; " and may we walk in it whenever we 

llke? I am sure there is not such a pretty place 

all oYer London. 0, how happy we shall he!" 

Again they ,rere told that breakfast ,,as ready, 

an<l their aunt waiting. " "'\Vhat t" said Ellen, 

" will mv aunt let us breakfast with her? how 
., 

good! we never breakfasted with ::\Jamma." 

l\lartin, as she conducted them down stairs, 

was full of her instructions respecting then be

haviour at the breakfast table:-" Remember,'' 
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said she, 0 what I have told you, and don't eat 
too fast, nor spill your tea ; and be very atten
tive to all your aunt says to you.1 ' 

They entered the parlour, and found their 
aunt as kind as ever. She kissed them both, 
bidding them welcome to 1\1i1wood; but theiL· 
attention seemed entirely €ngrossed by l\1rs. lr
'Vin's .favourite dog, v,·ho was endcavom·ing by 
every way in his power to shew his joy<at tht! 
return of his mistress; he walked rotfnd ancl 
round her clrnir, ,:vagged his tail, and kept 
jumping up into her lap. 

" What is the matter with the dog r'" aaid 
Ellen, balf afraid; " I don't like him, aunt!'' 

" Don't you ?" replied Mrs. Irvin; " now I 
<lo, for he .does that to shew his gratitude and 
love for me; he cannot speak as you and I can, 
and this is his way of t,_ 11mg me that he is glad 
to see me.-Poor Clio," added she, patting 
him on the head, " Jie down, my dog 1" and 
J1e instantlv obe·vcd h er order. " You see" ., ., ' 
continued slie, " there is no reason to be a.fraid 
of him; if you are kind to him, he will soon be 
as fond of you." 

" I don't think I should like it though," re
turned EHen fearfully, " for him to run round-
me so; suppose he should bite me?" 

" 0, that is talking foolishly," said her aunt ~ 

' 
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<' look, he does not bite me," (putting her hand 

to his m~rnth, which he licked with great affec

tion.) 
" I like the dog better now, aunt," said Ellen, 

after she had finished her breakfast, ' and san· 
him still lying very quietly at his m_istress's feet; 

and a.t;her _desire she ventured to stroke him o'n 

the back. 
Mrs. Irvin then took her nieces into the gm-• 

<l.en, where they. were delighted even beyond 
h~r ex;p,ectatiion. They were, like the dog, at 

a loss how to express their pleasure; they ran 

upo11 the g.rass,- and· jamped. for joy. . 
" 0, what a sweet .. place!" said they; "·we 

could not have thought it was half so pretty !" 
~~ .And what beautiful flowers!'' exclaimed 

Anna, observing the bloss~ms. on the apple and 
cherry trees ; ',' did you ever see any thing like 
it~ sister! flowers to grow t1pon such larg~ 

I
,,.. 

tr~es. 
" Those," said ·l\frs. lrYin, enjoying their 

pleasure, " will all be fruit in a fow months; 
where you see~ flowers now, there will be apples 
and cherries; and when they are ripe, you shall 

eat some of thcu .'' 
" Dear! <le~. I" said Ellen; " how many 

there will be ; _. am so fon<l of apples," added 

she; " and in London, we hardly ever ha(l one. 

, 
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My dear aunt, how much obliged we are to 

you!" 

Mrs. Irvin then lead them to a little summer

house, surrounded by shrubs; where, in the 

very warm weather, she told them, " they should 

sit and work with her.'' 

They again expressed their joy; and on 

their return to the house, ran to tell lYiartin all 

the pleasures they were to expect. vVith their 

aunt's permission, they led l\iartin likewise round 

the garden, repeating, aU the time, what she 

had told them respecting the apples and chenics 

they were soon to see on the trees which they so 

much admired. 

" ~fy dear l\lartin," said Anna, as she jump

ed into her arms, " I am so happy, I don't 

know wliat to do with myself; I hope you arc 

so too ; but you don't seem half so much pleased 

as we are. I am afraid you are sorry to leave 

London." 

" Not at all, my dear,'' said the affectionate 

servant; " I am very much pleased to be here; 

but you must not expect such an old woman as 

I am to skip about as you do." 

"\,Vhen she led them again in to the parlour, 

she feared they would be quite troublesome to 

their aunt, unused as she had been to children. 

" The young ladies are like birds let out of a 
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cage, ~Iadam," said she, " I am afraid they 

will make too much noise for you." 

Mrs. Irvin Yery good-humouredly maJe every 

allowance for them; and giving them leave to 

go all over the house, and return to her when 

they liked, she said, " We must let them re~ 

cover their senses a little, before we think of 

bl;inging them into any order; in a very few 
days their pleasure will be more rational." 

'' How good my aunt is!" said Ellen, as she 

went up stairs with i\1artin; " I am sure we 

would not do any thing to disturb her.n 

When left to herself~ ~lrs. Irvin sat down to 

consi<ler in what way she should best fulfil her 

promise respecting them; and she determined 

to have no masters till she had herself instructed 

them in every branch of their education, as far 

as was in her power. She next examined the 

account of house-keeping in her absence, and 

her weekly provisions for the neighbouring poor 

who were old and sick, and ,vas rcj oiccd to find 

that, with the retrenchments she had already 

111ade, she need not lessen any of these charita

ble expcTJ.ces, to fuHil her benevolent intentions 

towards her nieces. 

The next day, 11rs. Irvin took the little girls 

to visit the schools which she had established 

in the Yillagc. This was quite a new thing to 

them, to sec so many children all employed, 
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and they told their aunt they should like to 

work so likewise. lVIrs. Irvin answered, that 

she should expect them to be equally industri

ous when they began school witi1 her at home. 

" And now," »aid she, " I am going to intro

duce you to an old frie1id of your Mamma's, 

Mr. 1-IBrbert, who knew her when she was a 
very little girl.'' 

This was the clergyman of the parish, wh9 
liad been the friend of _l\,fr, Irvin's father, and 

continued the same regard to his children. He 
was a very worthy man, who, on being told that 

the two little girls he now saw were the dau~h

ters of his once favourite Ellen, he received 

them with great affection. At first they were 

afraid of approaching a stranger, but his 1.ind

ncss insensibly removed their fear3, and they 
soon became very sociable. He asked many 

questions respecting their mother, which lvfrs. 

Irvin was distressed to answer; for though sl1e 

was accustomed to speak openly to him, she 

did not like, before the children, to express the 

least disapprobation of their parents' conduct. 

On their return, they called at several houses 

of the poor inhabitants of the village, and the 

little girls were struck with the appearance of 

poverty w liich they exhibited. They had ne'l;er 

seen any of their follo\v-crcatures living in such 

misery, and it seemed to make a deep impre.s-
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sion on their minds.-'' 1Vhat is the reason, 
aunt," said Ellen, as she wa]ked thoughtfu11y 
by her side, '' what is the reason that these poor 
people have hardly any clothes to wear, while 
some lrn\·e so many ?''-Let me give some of my 
frocks to those poor little girls l have se('n; I 
am sure I ba ve a great many more than [ 
want."-" And so have I too,'' said Anna; 
" do let us give them away." 

" You arc very good, my dears," said l\lJ rs. 
Irvin, " for wishing to relieve t11ese poor peo
ple; but at present it is uot in your power. 
DiJ you not observe what very coarse thing~ 
they had on? very different from what you 
wear: and if' you were to giye therrl'your muslin 
frocks, they would be of no use to them; some 
ti me hence, I hope, you will be able to buy 
what will suit them better. Perhaps, if you wore 
colourecl frocks, they might do to give away.'' 

" 0, let us have some then,'' said they, both 
together; " do, pray, aunt, bny us some; and 
then we shall have something to give them, and 
tbey will thank us as th ey <l 1<l yo11 when you 
promiseu to send them some uroth." 

" And is this your ouly motive for wishing to 
have something to give away-that you may be 
thanked for it;"-said J\1rs. In·in ;-" this is a 
very poor It:ason indeed,'' continued she, '' and 

C 
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not what I expected from you. I praised you 

too soon, I am afraid; your charitable expres

sions arise more from pride than good-nature:• 

Perceiving them still silent, she continued: " but 

even then your coloured frocks would not be 

your own to do as you liked with; if I giye you 

them to wear, it is my money which must buy' 

others iu their stead; and if I buy you clothes 

to give away, it will be my money an<l not yours 

which paiu. for them; and therefore it would 

be my gift rather than yours; yet not mine 

either," added she, " for cannot you tell me 

from ,,,,·hom all our good things come?" 

" Martin says they come from Gon," said 

.Ellen. 
" ~1artin is very right," replied l\Irs. Irvin; 

" for they certainly are all sent from Him: and 

do you know why Ile sends them to -us in such 

abundance?'' 
" That we may do good with them, I be-

licYe ;'' answered Ellen. 

" Very true," returned her aunt: " and 

therefore you see that it is neither you nor I are 

to be thanked for what we give away, but G on, 

who is the first giver of it, and has commanded 

us to make this use of it. Do you understand 

what-I mean ?" 
" Yes, D.'la'am," said Ellen, blushing. 
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" Then you will rem em her," said Mrs. Irvin, 
as they entered the garden gate, " that you have 
as much reason to be thankful for having it in 
yotu power to relieve others, and for the incli
nation to do so, as they have who receive any 
benefit through your hands: and it is to GQn 
you ihould direct their thanks, as well as your 
own. You should also pray to Him, that yon 
may never grow p1oud of what He enables you 
to do. And now let me kiss both my dear chil
dren, for it is to both I speak; and then you 
m~y play iu the gardeil till dinner time." 
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CHAPTER ILL 

" To thee, first Father, ceaseless prai5f' ascend! 

" And, in the gC'neral hymn, my grateful voice 

" Be duly heard." l\J IL TO!(, 

THE next day was Sunday.-1\Irs. Irvin always 

rejoiced at the return of the Sabbath; but she 

was grieved to hear the children say, that they 

liad never been to church, and knew not how to 

answer all their yarious quc. tions, so as to im

press on their minds a proper sense of tbe duty 

they were to perform there.-" You have been 

used to say your prayers," said she; " and I 

dare say you have also been taught that, when 

Goo made the world, He appointed one day in 

seven to be kept holy in remembrance of iL, and 

'"·hich we should devote to His service; for this 

purpose we go to church, where we say our 

prayers with the clergyman, and all the people 

wllo meet together; there also we bear the Word 

of Gon, and have it explained to us; and those 

who love Goo, arc ah\ ays very sorry when 

they cannot attend at Bis house.'' 

" But who is the clergyman?" asked Ellen; 
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" he will be very angry if we Llon't mind what 
h " e says. 

" You saw him yesterday," answered 1I rs. 
Irvin-" ~fr. Herbert: but you should remem
ber it is to Gou we are praying, and it is His 
"\\' ord which Mr. Herbert reads and explains to 
u3·; and therefore it is GoD we should be fearful 
of offending; because He not only sees all yoa 
<lo, but also knows every thing you think of: 
and if, while you are kneeling down, and pre
tending to say your prayers, you are thinking 
of something else, :i\Ir. Herbert may think you 
very good girls, while Gon will uc justly dis
pleased with you: for which reason, if you do 
not promise to behave very attentively, I don't 
think I can take you; for it would be an offence 
to Go D1'' 

" 0, we will, indeed ·we will, my dear 
aunt!'' said thPy both in one voice; " if you 
will but take us, we will be very good, and rc
mem.ber all you say." 

They then went to ~1 artin, impatient to be 
dressed; telling her, that they were going to 
church: l\lartin congratulated them on it, and 
added her strict injunction, that they were to be 
very attentive. 

vVhen the bell rang, l\1rs. Irvin called her 
young compau1ons, and taking each by the 

C 3 
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hand, she led them to the road; where they met 

the children of the Sunday school coming from 

the village.-" Are all these little boys and girls 

going to church too?'' said Anna; " and these 

~n and women that are coming the other way? 

dear! dear! how many people we shall see?'' 

" You wi~l not forget," said Mrs. Irvin, 

" that Gon is greater than all these people, and 

that it is of Him we must think: you are not 

going to church to look about you, but to learn 

.your duty." 
She spoke rather gravely, as she wished to 

impress them with a serious sense of the service 

they were going to perform; and it had the de

sired effect; for, when they entered the church, 

the little girls forbore to notice aloud any thing 

they saw; and though all \Vas so new to them, 

they entered the seat, and sat quietly till the 

.service began; when they were very attentive, 

and joined in every prayer they knew. All the 

time of the sermon, they kept their eye on 11r. 

Herbert, and afterwards repeated to their aunt 

£ome things he said, calculated to strike their 

minds. 
" I like going to church ycry much,'' said · 

Ellen, " an<l hope I shall soon read wc11 enm1gh 

to carry a Look as you do, aunt; them I shall 

know better what l\lr. Herbert is saying." 

" I am very glad to hear you say so, my 
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dear child," replied J\1rs. Irvin; " for it is cer

tainly a very great privilege to be allowed to 

join in prayer with the best of Gon's sen·ants, 
and a still greater one to speak to Go D himself: 

wh€n you consider," added she, " how many 
poor creatures there are in the world who know 

not the Gon who made them-and some in this 

Christian land, as it is called, may, I am afraid, 
be found-you ought to be doubly thankful that 

you are so early taught the blessings you enjoy~ 

and to pray for them, that they also may know 

them." 

Before their dinner hour, they visi tcd the Sun

day School with their aunt, and heard some of 

the girls read, and repeat the Catechism. Here 

also they saw l\,Ir. 1--Ierbert, who constantly at
tended both the boy.• an<l girls' school every 

Sunday. He commended the children for their 

good behaviour at church, and as he ,valked 

home with Mrs. Irvin, it gave her pleasure to 

observe the attention which both her nieces paid 
to what he said on having seen them at church, 

and ,vhat ought to be their sentiments on going 

there for the first time. In the afternoon they 
a11 met at church again; and when they <::ame 
home, -rvirs. Irvin read to them such a part or 
the New Testament as she thought most likely 

to interest them; and explained the instructiomi 

C 4 
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it contained. She afterwards ga\'e tbcm Dr. 
'\Yatts's first Catechism for Children, which 

they were to learn so as to answer the questions 

the next Sunday. After tea, they went for a 

walk; during which, she repeated to them two 

or three hymns of that excellent author, so de

servedly a fa\·ourite with all children; and with 

these they were so delighted, that they begged 

they might also learn them; and \\ bile :Martin 

was putting them to bed that evening, they were 

foll of the goodness of their aunt, and telling 

her what she had promised to teach them. 

The next morning, 11rs. Irvin began upon the 

plan she had formed for their education. She 

told them that, at their age, most children in_ 

their station knew a great deal more than they 

did, an<l therefore it was necessary for them to 

exert all their diligence to learn whatever sl1e 

desired. In the first place, she expected them 

to rise at seven every morning, (an hou!" earlier 

than they had been accustomed to,) an<l to be 

at their lessons before eigbt1 which were such as 

they could very easily learn in half an hour~ 

when they were perfect in them, they were to 

come to breakfast; after which they might phy 

in the garden, or walk with .Martin, with whont 

she often sent them on some charitable errand to 

the poor in the village, till ten o'clock; at which 
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time, they wer~ to re.tm:n to her, and repeat the 

lessons they had learnt -before breakfast, and to 

employ _the rest -of the morning in reading, writ

ing, arid working, according to her direction. 

l\Irs. Irvin was very fond of music, a•<l was her

self a proficient in it, and some part of every 

clay she employed in teaching them the notes. 

She also read to them, and accustomed them to 

,mswcr tbc questions which arose from what they 

heard. 

Before they 1cft their aunt, to be dressed for 

dinner, they a second time repeated their lessons, 

which were short and adapted to their capacities; 

an<l by this method these first instructions were 

imprinted on their memories. Neither did :Mrs. 

Irvin forget the more important lessons of Re

ligion, while teaching them things belonging to 

this world only. The Catechisms she had given 

them were daily repeated ; and when perfect in 

them, she put into their hands the excellent one 

of our Church.-\Vith so strict an attention, in 

a very little time they began to know something 

of the different things in which it was necessary 

that they should be instructed.-In the familiar 

lessons of ~Irs. Tn nn1 ER and :i\1rs. BA R!L\. ULD, 

those good friends of youth, was given them a 

general idea of the "\Vorks of Gon; and, with 

the kind attention of their excellent instructress, 

who improred every advantage ,vhich books. 

C 5 
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could afford, their minds expanded, and they 

founcl the pleasure there is in receiving instruc

tion. 

Great was the happiness of :Mrs. Irvin, while 

these dear children seemed to answer all her love, 

and while her most pleasing expectations con

cerning them ·were not disappointed. They 

were every day more endeared to their aunt; 

nor were they less attached to her, who thus 

early taught them to look v;ith prayer to TH B 

ALMIGHTY for assistance in all their endea

vours, and in every thing they learned, they 

were also taught to ascribe to Him the praise, 

who had thus blessed their endeavours to become 

wise and good. 

Ii\ this " ·ay the children went on for several 

months, improving e,·ery clay; when, as they 

were one morning returning from their ,ralk into 

the village, whither their aunt had sent them 

with Martin to distribute some of her usual be

nefactions, they passed by a neat cottage, with 

whose inhabitant they were not so well ac

quainted as with many others, though they had 

often admired the flowers "hich grew in the lit

tle garden before it, and had heard their aunt 

say she was a very good old woman who lived 

in it.-As they knew she had no children, they 

were now surprised to see a little girl sitting near 
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the door, and talking to another who was ga• 
thering flowers at a little distance. 

'' How sweet the garden smells!'' said she; 
" I am sure there must be a great many flowers 
in it, and I wish I could see them! 0 Betsy, I 
am so glad to be here; you can't think : will you 
lead me down to the lilac tree r I should like to 
5i t there, as I did yesterday." 

" To be sure I ,vill," answered the other; 
and running to her, she took her by the hand, 
and, at the same time· carrying the chair on 
·which she sat, she led her down the path to the 
side of the road. 

" '\Vho can these little girls be?" said Ellen .; 
" I neYer saw them before." 

" Hush!'' said .Martin; " I am afraid that 
poor child is blind; if so, how mnch I pity 
her!" 

As they were concealed in the hedge behind 
which they stood, the children did not observe 
them, but continued their conversation:-" You 
will not mind being left alone for a little while,', 
said Betsy, very affectionately, to her sister; 
" for you know I must go in and help mother; 
lrnt perhaps Dame Hunt will come to you: shaU 
I ask her?" 

" No, no," said the little girl, " I dare sny 
she is busy about something or another; I only 

am idle.-Oh1 how I wish I could do some
c 6 
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thing!'' added she with a sigh; " but I cannot 
see.'' 

" Poor thing!" said Ellen in a low voice; 
" she is blind then: what can we do for her?
Let us speak to her,'' (drawing nearer to the 
place \vhere she sat) :-but l\1artin, who had 
more thought, whispered to tbeP-:, " that, as 
!he was now alone, it might frighten her to be 
addressed by strangers :" and they gave up the 
idea.-" But we will tell my aunt," said Anna; 
,, I am sure she will come and see her." 

At this moment tbe church clock struck ten; 
and they hurried home, to be in time for their 
lessons. They were eager also to communicate 
to their aunt what they had seen; nor could the 
business of the morning be attended to, till she 
had promised to go to the cottage in the after
noon, and take them with her. 

The moment they ha<l dined, they were im
patient to set out on their expedition; but were 
prevented by the rain. Poor Ellen could not 
help complaining very bitterly of the weather: 
-" Is it not too bad?" said she; " I should not 
have minded it, if we-had been only going for 
a walk; but for the sake of the poor little girl 
I wanted to go; is it not hard, aunt," continued. 
she, " that we are prevented ? for, I am sure 
you wpul<l have given her something; and novr 
~e will not ha;-e it,,, 

• I 
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" You forget," said ]\f rs. Irvin, very coolly, 

" that it may not rain to-morrow; and that 

what I have to giYe her may be quite as accept• 

able then as now; besides, as she does n{)t know 

of our intention, it can be no disappointment to 

her." 

Still Ellen could not help repeatedly wishing 

it woul<l not rain; and when her aunt asked her 

to read, as they couid not get out, it was with 

great unwillingness she obeyHl. Her sister in

vited her to come and play with her; but she 

continued to sit in the window, lamenting the 

weather, till J\1rs. Irvin again spoke "to her. 

"_ I cannot help it," said Ellen; " I wish it 

would not rain." 

a You behave very ill," replied 1v[rs. Irvin; 

" do you not know who sen<ls the rain, and for 

what purpose? It will be of much greater benefit 

than our visit to the cottage. Perhaps you may 

imagine, that you are shewing great good-na

ture to the little girl you wish to see, but re

member it is still more your duty to submit to 

the will of Goo in every thing, and that, even 

in such a trifle as this appears to be, He is c.:! 

as attentive to your conduct as in more material 

trials." 

Ellen did not feel what was said, but went 

out of the room to seek her sister, who again 
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pressed her to come ancl play:-" Never mind 
the weather," said she; " you know we may 
go to-morrow." 

But without attending to her advice, Ellen 
continued her murmurs.-" I don't see my 
aunt has any 1·eason to be angry with me," said 
she; " I am sure it is not for myself I wished 
to go; there is not so much pleasure in going 
to the cottage as in walking any other way; it 
must be for the sake of the little girl." 

" But why should you be sorry, if we ca~'t 
go?'' asked Anna; " my aunt will take LS to-
1norrow." 

With this thought, Ellen began in some mea
sure to recover her good-humour; yet before the 
conclusion of the eYening, she met with another 
trial of her patience, which, as her mind was 
so ill prepared for it, she bore still worse than 
the present.-Martin had promised to make 
her doll a new bonnet, and on this day it was to 
have been finished; but the idea of visiting the 
cottage had so occupied Ellen's mind all the 
day, that it had not once entered her head, ti11 
now, being persuaded by her sister to join her 
jn play, when she came to dress her doll, she re
coJlected the bonnet was wanting, and ran with 
eagerness to enquire of Martin if it vrns made. 
Unfortunately, she found her quite differently 
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employed; instead of working for her doll, she 

was busily engaged in making some clothes for 

a poor child in the village. 

" I hope you will not be angry with m c, 
1'1iss," said she, " but indeed I have not had 

time even to begin it; for when I promised you 

should have it to-day, I did not know I should 

have this shirt and frock to make; your aunt 

gave it to me the other day, and the poor boy 

has nothing to ,vear till it is clone.•' 

" ,v ell, I declare, I never knew any thing 

like it r" said Ellen ; " I can't haye any thing 

I wish to-day ; sure, it would not have taken 

up much of your time to have made my doll's 

bonnet: you know you promised it me, and I 
must say I think it very hard." 

" 0 :Miss Ellen, don't say so," replied Mar
tin; " I am sure you cannot think it of as much 
consequence as clothes for this poor boy; I 
will make it as soon as ever I have finished for 

h
. ,, 
1m. 

" But I want it now," said Ellen, ·violently 

angry; " and you ought to haYe made it; and 
I know very well you never will-you never 

intend to do it~ you will always have some ex

cuse or other." 
In this way she was talking, ·when she heard 

her aunt's voice behind her:-" What is the 

matter?" said Mrs. Irvin, observing Ellen's an-



40 THE TWIN STSTBRS. 

gry countenance : " you were speaking- in .a 

very improper tone, and I see by your looks 

you have beha\·ed ill." 

Ellen was silent, and ashamed of being seen 

by her aunt in so ill an humour: she ,vas going 

out of the room, but l\I rs. Irvin commanded 

her to stay, and again asked :Martin to explain 

the cause of her behaviour. At first, she did 

not like to speak ; Lu t upon i\lrs. Irvin's insist

ing on knowing, she O\Ync<l that ::.\1iss Ellen 

had been very angry with her, because slie had 

not made her doll a bonnet, at the time ap

pointed, instead of fini sliing the clothes for the 

poor boy, who so much wanted them. 

Ellen held down her head; when her aunt 

expressed great sorrow on hearing this account, 

and taking her niece by the hand, she led her to 

the parlour, ivhere in the most aflectionatc man

ner she endea\·oured to convince her of the im

propriety of her conduct.-" 11y dear child," 

said she, " you can no longer imagine that your 

impatience to visit the cottage this afternoon, 

proceeded from goo<l-nature or beneYolence: it 
was because your curiosity was raised, and you 

wished to know" ho were the little girls you had 

seen there: but if it had proceeded from a cha

ritable wish, is it not evident, that, so far from 

being angry with :Martin for not having made 

a bonnet for your doll, you would Im Ye been 
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pleased she had not spent her time upon such a 

trifle, wlien she was so much better employed? 

Every day that thi5 poor boy has to ,vait for 

his clothes, he cannot go to school, neither can 

he go out to work; so that you see it is not, 

like our visit to the cottage, a matter of inc.lif

ference whether it is one day sooner or later; 

and yet you could have wished him to have 

waited still longer, that you might have had a 

trifling plc1ythi11g.-Are you not sorry for this?" 

a<lclcd she, observing the tears stealing clown 

the face of the softenc<l Ellen. 

" Yes, indeed I am," said she, as well as 

her sobs would a11o,f her to speak ; " I am in

deed; I ,Yill never be so cross again: but are 

not you displeased with me, my dear aunt?" 

addeci she, greatly distressed; " what shall I 

<lo if you are? I never offen<lc<l you before! 

but [ know I deserve your anger." 

" No, my dear," said Mrs. Irvin, tenderly , 

embracing her, " if you are sorry for your 

fonlt, I can no longer be angry with you; you 

did not see things in this light before: but let 

what 1 have now said convince you of the ne

cessity there is of always examining the motives 

from which we act. You are but yonng at 

present, and may not a1ways understand what I 

mean; but as you grow older, you are likely ta 
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be often deceived in this manner; while yoa 
think you are shewing a very good disposition, 
it is only some vain or trifling passion you wish 
to gratify : as, in the instance of this afternoon, 
you may be sure it was only curiosity that in
fluenced you, or you would not haYe been so 
Hngry when a ·work of charity interfered with 
your pJeas1:1re." 

Ellen readily acknowledged her mistake; and 
the tenderness of her aunt v,:as so clearly seen in 
the mildness of her reproofs, that by this man
ner sbe gained more ascendency over the minds 
of her nieces, than if she had seYerely puni~bcd 
them fm every fault. It was indeed by the cords 
of affection that she bound them to herself, and 
by thus reasoning with them on their general 
conduct, she laid the foundation of their future 
happiness; by teaching them to bring all their 
actions to this unerring test, Whether the mo
tive, at well as the action itself, wai such as 
would be approved by Gon. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

___ n When heaven-born Charity 

" Expands the heart, and prompts the lih'ral himd 

" To sooth distress." 
BOWDLER. 

'1\-1E next morning, l\tirs. 1rvin proposed going 

into the village, and ca11ing at Dame Hunt's in 

her way home. Ellen fol t conscious of not de

serving to go with her; but her fears were soon 

removed by her aunt's telling her, as well as her 

sister, to get ready to accompany her. 

After they had visited the school, and called 

on two or three old and sick people, they went 

to the cottage, ·where, instead of the children 

they had seen the day before, a woman of very 

decent appearance, but looking very i!l, was 

walking in the garden; and as they approached 

the house, she opened the gate which led to it. 

1'1rs. Irvin asked, if Dame Hunt was within, 

an<l was followed by the stranger up the walk, 

who appeared to have scarcely strength to an

swer her questions." 

" I am afraid you are not well," said Mr!. 

Irvin very kindly; " have you been long ill?" 
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" Some time, ~I u'am," answered she; " trotr
ble has brought me to this ill state of health.'' 

At this moment the old woman came to the 
door, and without regarding the company, she 
cried out-" 0 1\lrs. Forbes, make haste, an<l 
~·ome in ; I do believe your child is almost 
<lead." 

" '''hat do you mean?" said the poor wo
man, exerting al] her strength to reach the 
house; " not my poor Ivlary, [ hope!'' 

" No, my dear mother," cried a voice from 
"itbin; " pray don't be frightened; indeed I 
am not much hm t." 

l\:Irs. In·in was now within the door, where 
she saw the poor little girl her nieces had men
tioned, lying on the floor with her face and 
neck covered with blood. 

" Ob, what is the matter?" said the aifright
ed mother; " how <lid this happen? my dear 
~f ary, what shall I <lo for you ?''-and, weak
ened by illness and alarm, she burst in to ten.rs. 

:i\Jrs. Irvin hardly knew which to assist first; 
but with her usual composure, she desired the 
old woman to get some water for 1\1 rs. Forbes., 
wbile she raised the poor child from the ground, 
who, on hearing her mother's sobs, was still 
more distressed, and attempting to mm·e, she 
said, " J\ly dear mother, where are you? I am 
uot hurt, in<lced I am not; pray d_on't cry so ; 
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-let me come to you," added she, stretching 

out her arms; " where are you? and who is 

here besides you ?'' 

<' Ilcre are none but friends," said iirs. Irvin, 

kindly tnking her hand, and 1ca<ling her to

war,is her mother; " your mother is only 

frightened, but you must set her a better ex

ample; aud when we have washed your face, 

and put something over this slight wound in 

your forehead, you will be quite well agnin." 

The poor woman now began to recover her

self, and rose to help her child.-" 11 ow good 

you are, ·Ma'am, said she; " I am snrc you 

take too much trouble about us: out indee<l I 

was so frightened at first, that eYen now [ am 

fit for nothing: my dear child, I can do nothing 

for you :"-and, on observing the deep cut in 

her forehead, she again burst into tears. " You 

are needlessly alarmed,'' said Mrs. Irvin, as she 

wiped the little girl's face; " it is but a very 

~mall wound; but Dume Bunt was v<:ry un

guarded to alarm you as she <li<l.'' 

" ,vhy, dear heart ali\·e, Ma'am," said the 

old woman, " if you had but seen the poor 

child, she <lid not say a word, but there she lay 

a1l as if she was dea<l, and the G!ood gushing 

out so! I only went up stairs to fetch sometl1ing 

I wanted, and she was sitting ycry qt:ietly, and 
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out of the way of every thing; but vr·hen I 
came back, there was she lying upon the floor 
all over blood, and the two iron candlesticks 
upon her!'' 

" How came you there, my clear?" said l\Irs. 
Irvin; " you should not have moved \vithout 
any body in the room." 

" My sister Betsy is gone out, Ma'am," an
swered the little girl; '' and I thought that I 
would try and cut some paper; for I very 
often employ myself in that manner; and as I 
knew mother was in the garden, and Betsy had 
told me that the scissars and paper were upon 
the shelf, I thought I would get up and feel 
along it, till I found what I wanted; but I did 
not know that the candlesticks were there, and 
I believe I pushed them down, and that fright
ened me so, that 1 fell down myself, and they 
cut my face a little; when Dame Hunt came in, 
I could not speak directly; but I little thought 
she would call my dear mother, and frighten her." 

" I am much better now, my dear,'' said l\Jr~. 
Forbes, advancing to her, and wishing to take 
the trouble from :Mrs. Irvin, who was still wash
ing the forehead of the child. EJlcn and Anua 
had stood all the time in silent affright, not 
knowing what to do; but still they wished to 
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assist the poor little girl; and when she was 

again seated, they each went, and taking her 

hand, enquired '' how she felt herself?" 

" These are two little girls that came with 

me," said ~Irs. Irvin; " they wish to he1 p you 

if they could." 
The little stranger seemed much pleased with 

their attention, and answered all their enquiries 

,..,.ith great civility. Mrs. Irvin now asked how 

long they had been in the neighbourhood, and 

what had brought them there r And from Mrs. 

Forbes's account she learned that she had ex

perienced great troubles, particularly after the 

death of her husband, who died just as he had 

entered on a very good business at Rochester, in 

which his own endeavours, and the kindness of 

his friends, seemed to promise him success, till 

his ill state of health damped all their comforts. 

They had married very young; and their pa

rents dying soon after, they were much dis

tressedl till, by the ad vice of their friends, they 

took to the business above mentioned. Soon 

after they were married, they had these two 

children; the youngest of whom lrn.d been blind 

from two years old. \\' hen her husband died, 

Mrs. l"orbcs thought it too great an undertaking 

to continue the business, particularly as she 

feared her o,vn hea1 th began to decline ; and 

therefore, us soon as she could, she disposed of 
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the stock; of wbicb, as they had begun trade 

in confined circumstances, the first expenccs 

were not entirely paid off; and when all came 

to be settled, she found she had little else to de

pend on for the support of herself and children, 

but her own industry.-She then commenced 

rnantua-making, and took in plain-work; but 

with her utmost exertions, ~he found it very 

difficult to gain a live1ihooJ ;-one poor chi]d 

could do nothing to assist lier, and all the time 

of the other was nearly occupied in. attending 

on her si-;ter. In addition to all this, the poor 

lridow found her health daily declining; her 

work failed her, an<l she was often in want of 

absolute necessaries, till at length a charitable 

friend offered to pay for her having medical 

advice. Her complaint was declared consump

tive, and nothing but a change of air was likely 

to remove it. She was much alarmed on hear

ing this, and the dread of leaving her children 

so young and helpless, made her extremely 

anxious to follow this advice. The same kind 

friend who at fir,t procured tl1e attendance of a 

physician for her, now offered to do all in her 

power to ,!ss;st her in the expenccs of her re

moval; and as Dame Hunt was a relation of he_r 

husband, whom she had often visited in his life

time, she thought of coming to her cottage1 

where, she Battered herself, she should soon re-
r ., 



~ain her health, and be able to do somethiug 
,~1hich should prevent her being burthensome to 

the poor old ,roman; and she immediately wrote 

her a letter describing her situation, and beg

ging to be admitted into her house for a short 
time. On receiYing this letter, no selfish idea 

etttered the mind of Dame Hunt; such as, i t '/? 

was likely this poor woman would di e, and 

then the children would be left to h er care : she 
ha<l studied lier Bible, and there she learned , 

that " He that hath pity upon the poor lcnd-
eth unto the Loll n ;" and that, " whatsoever be 
<loeth, it shall be recompensed unto him.''-

" These people are poorer thau I," said sh e 

to herself: " and surely, it is my duty to help 
tnem all [ can:'-She therefore sent for the 

schoolmaster to come and write her a letter, that 
sh e might send to 1\Irs. Forbe3, " a nd tell her 
to come as · soon as ever she liked.'' Though 
bl unt in her mannL·rs, Dame Hunt h ad a feeling 

heart; an<l when she saw th ::! mise rable appear
ance of this dejected family, srili u~o1e so from 
a long and fatiguing journey, with li ttle or n o 
accom'modation on tlic road, she could not re
fraiu from tears. They stopped at the door of 
her cottage about seven o'clock in the evenin g, 
in a little cart which had been hired by the 
friend already i>poken of, to convey them thi
ther; and when she saw th eir helpless appear-

D 
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a nee, she exclaimed, with pity, " Poor crc?.

tures, how ill they looks! come in, and wel

come ;-sure, sure, I never thought to see you 

so! but ' the Lo Ro taketh up, and casteth 

down.' How "'·ell l remember when Tom 

Forbes, as we used to call him, came down here 

the last time; why, he looked like a gentleman

but now he is gone, and my poor old gaffer is 

dead also :-but do not fear, my good w0man," 

added she, o bserYing ::\1 rs. Forbes shed tears at 

the n1cntion of her husband, " all is for the 

best; and upon my "·orcl I be glad to see you, 

and, as 1 told you in my letter, you shall be 

welcome to stay as long as you like; I ha\'e got 

vicLuals enow for you and myself too, GOD be 

thanked for it !"-Such was the reception this 

good old \\·oman gave her distressed kins,rornan; 

and on hearing the recital of their misfortunes 

which )Irs. Forbes now gave to }tlrs. In·i11, she 

renewed her promises of assistance as far as she 

,,·as able, and again repeated her hearty decla

rations of welcome, 

l\Irs. Irrin soon after took her leaye, and put-

ting half-a-crown into 11rs. Forbes's hand, pro-

1nised to call again v~ry soon. As they walked 

home, she was anxious to consider in what ,ray 

she could be most serviceable to this family : 

and first, the poor woman herself seemed most 

to want her assi tance, whose health she hoped, 
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b_y strengthening food an<l good nursing, might 
be reco,·ered ; Ellen and Anna could think or 
talk of nothing else--" 0, how bad it must be 
to be blind!" said Anna; " what should we do, 
sister, if either of us were so!" 

" I cannot think," answered El1en: " and 
then the poor woman so ill too: I did not like 
Dame Hunt at first, for calling out and frighten
ing h er so; but afterwards I did-she seems 
such a g ood old woman." 

' ' fn<l eed she is," replied Mrs. Irvin! " I 
v. ish we ha d all the same dispo!5itions ;-to be 
~ure he wanted discretion in saying so abruptly 
that the child was deac.l, and alarming the poor 
mother: but perhaps there are some who would 
think she shewed a greater want of it, when she 
took three people into her house in th e circum
stances these are in: but I like her much the 
better for it, and sball always respect her for 
!Such hearty benevolence : for, though she talks 
of what she has as being enough for all, I know 

· lt is not what many people, even in her situa-, 
tion, would think sufficient for one person to 
li,·e comfortably on. Do you not now see,'' 
continued :Mrs. Irvin, a<ldrPssing Ellen, " that 
our going this morning is much better than last 
night? for now, \Ye are able to assist the little 
girls in more ways than by giving them money; 
and iu all probsbility the poor woman would 

D 2 
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have been still more frightened, ii' ::,h e liucl not 

so soon been assured that there was no reason 

for Dame Hunt's alarm.'' 

Ellen acknowledged the truth of li er obsel'

, ·ation, and again asked pardon for her impa

tience.-" l have entirely forgotten that," said 

her good aunt; '' and I only m ention it that 

you may learn from this instance, that we arc 

very improper judges of what we call fortunate 

or unfortunate, in such nnavoidable circum

stances; and even the future life of the poor 

woman whom we have seen to-fby, may prove 

the truth of what I say ;-her mi3fortunes may, 

in the end, produce good to her." 
It was in this manner ~lrs. Irvin made ev<'n' 

w 

incident productive of instruction to her nieces, 

and they were soon taught to co11sider even the 

most trifling events as under the direction of 

J->n.ov1DENCE; and that it is according to ou~ 
conduct nnder them, whether th ey may be 

styled good or evil. 

Not all the attention of :Mrs. Irvin could re

store J1ealth to the poor invalid; but by fre .. 
quently conversing with her, she taught her to 

resign herself 8:nd children to the will of Gon, 
and from the assurances of Seri pture to feel a 
comfortable hope, that those who trust in TH1' 

ALM I G H TT shall never be forsaken. 
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As it seemed to be the wish of the anxious 

mother, ~Irs. Irvin promised that the eldest 

girl should be admitted into her school in the 

village, tlie next vacancy; and also told her, 

that every endeavour shou:d be used to gain ad

mission for the secou<l into a school in London 

for blind children, whe1 e she would be in

structed to do something towards her own snp

p ort. Dame Hunt decL:ire_d, that while she 

lived, they neither of them should want a home; 

" and never yc,u fear," said the good old wonrnn, 
" but what Go n will raise up friends for your 

children a ·deal better than I am, should it 
please Him to take me out of this world : ' He 

is the Father of the fatherless/' 

· Mrs. Forbes felt as a mother at the thoughts 

€lf parting from her children, but she blessed 

Gon for having brought her to this place~ and 

given her an opportunity of seeing the instru

ments by which He would graciously provide 

for them:-" Had I <lied at Rochester," said 

she, " what uncertainty should ] have left them 

in! And foT myself also, I haYe reason to be 

truly thankful; by these gootl friends I am in

structed in the way of everlasting life; and [ 

need · not now fear to die, since the door of 

Heaven is opene<l n~to me by a mercifui SA
Y 1buu." 
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Not many days after this, the poor woman 

died, having spent nearly six months at Mil

wood, and experienced great kindness both from 

1\tlrs. Irvin and Mr. Herbert, who frequently 

visited her, an<l from wh0m she had tbe satis

faction of hearing that her unfortunate child 

would be admitted into the school above men

tionecl; and that Mrs. Irvin had determined to 

send her up to town with I\-Jartin, with whom 

she was now well acquainted, having spent a 

great deal of time with her <luring her mother's 

illness. 

This poor little girl would often say, " I 

wish I could help my dear mother: I wish I 

could see her: but I shall in Heaven; there we 

shall never be parted, and I shall open my eyes, 

and see much better things than are to be seen 

in this world!" 

On hearing of her mother's death, she for a 

while seemed m~1ch affected: but on ~lartiu's 

endeavouring to give her comfort by reminding 

her of the superior happiness she was now en

joying, she exclaimed; " Oh, I will pray to 

Gon to make me a good girl, that I may go to 

that delightful place, where my dear mother is 

gone; if I am good, I may go there-may not 

I?" asked she with earnestness. 

" Yes, my dear," returned 1\I artin: " the 

same SAVIOUR who <lied for the pardon of her 
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s.ins, died also for yours; and for his sake, G on 

will receive yeu into Heaven, as well as all 

those who trust in Him." 

vVhen the time came for her a<lmittance into 

the school above mentioned, Mary 11'orbes "·as 

bet,yeen ten and eleven, and her sister thirteen; 

-they had never been separated before, and it 

was now a great grief ti> tliem; but as ~Irs. 

lrviu thought it right, they both endeavoured 

to conceal their regret: yet when the day came, 

Marv had need of all her fortitude to btar the 
,I 

parting; what she had lately heard had taught 

her the necessity of resignation, to support the 

evils of this life, and she earnestly prayed that 

in this trial she might possess it.-" Do not cry, 

my dear Betsy!'' said she; " I shall do all tn 

my power to learn whatever is taught me, :is 

quick as ever I can; and then I shall come 

home, and be able to · do something for you, 

and to help Dame Ilun.t, who has been so good 

to us: you know Gon is always with us, and I 

hope He will asjst my endeavours." 

Betsy could scarcely speak for tears: but she 

trie<l to imitate her sister, and in the most earnest 

expressions she begged her not to forget her, or 

any thing that had been said to her since she 

came to l\'Iilwood: they parted several times, 

an,d still returned to kiss each other again, till 

poor Ellen an<l .i\nna could not help expressing 

D 4 
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a wish that their aunt wou1cl let them both s~ay 

tl1erc :-" vVe can ,vork for ~fary," said they; 

'' and Martin can teach her ~ great many 

things." But l\Irs. Irvin soon coi v1nc.eL1 them 

of ~he impropriety of their req 11 --:st: :, You 

.know/' sai<l she, '' that it is bm fo1· a :S
11ort time 

she is going; and ,voulcl yon \i. ish to depriYc 

her of the only opportunity ~be hr,s of erer 

learr.i:16 to support herself? '.ih.i1k bo,Y mnch 

worse it woul<l be, we;·c we to ciic bcJorc her, 

and she to be 1eft destitute; she would ha,·e 

reason to blame us for this false feeling." 

This reasoning seemed equally to affect all 

who hear<l it~ an<l nfory loosening her hand 

from her sister's, as she gare lier a fast affec

tionate kiss, turning to 1-f art in) said with great 

firmness; " I am ready to go, and I ought to 

be happy to go; the coach will wait for us :" 

for thcv were to walk a few miles to meet the ., 

London stage, in which places had been taken 

for them from the neighbouring town. '' Good

L'ye, my dear sister; Goo bless you all-all!"

said she, as she hurried along the passage; and 

,vhcn out of the house, she repeated her prn.j·er 

that Gon would bless all whom she had left in 

it; " and I thank Him," saicJ she emphatically, 

" for all their kindness to me and m~ne !'' 
l\tJ artin ,vas to stay in town that week, or 

perhaps longer, ,rith some fric:.ds whom she 
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wished to see there; so that before her return, 

ilary would be settled and acquainted with th~ 

school, ancl she hoped to be able to send such 

an account of her situation as wonlc.l make her 

sister comfortable; she was also to be introduced 

to some acquaintance of i\Irs. Irvin, "·ho pro

mised often to go and see her there. On being 

frequently rem ind eel of this, Betsy grew more 

reconciled to their separation; and when 1\tlarti11 

returned, and related the kindness with which 

she had been received by I\Irs. Irvin'::; friends, 

she rejoiced that her \.Vi3hes respecting her sister 

ha<l not been com plied with; she went con

stantly to school, am1 though older than many 

of the children, was not ashamed to uegiu ·with 

the least; and by a strict attention, she ~oon 

made great improvement. Dame Hunt was very 

fond of her, and as she grew more infirm, de

dared that " she should not know what to do 

without her;" while, by every way in her 

power, Betsy endeavoured to shew her grati

tude to this, her first friend, who had behaved 

with such kindness to herself and sister, when .. 

they were poor and helpless strangers, , .i , ; 

. . 
NOTHING more material hapncned t· " . 

t' 'r u.ur 

young heroines durino- the first four or fiv· 
. . ;:, . ,€ years 

of thell' stay w1th :Mrs. lrvin · thr ~· · d 
. . . ' ~J pnsse 

their time m an uniform cou .. .::e "f 1·m 4
.,. v proye-

D .5 



58 THE TWIN' 51STER~. 

ment: and when their kin<l instructress had her

self thoroughly grounded them in the various 

branches of their education, she spared no ex

pence to procure them the best masters the coun

try afforded; nor were they taught the accom

plishments their rank in life seemed to require, 

with the idea that tbey were to make a figure in 

the world, but that, in whatever circum:;tances 

they might in future be placed, tbey should be 

capable of adding either to the improvement 

or amusement of others. "\Vith all this, the 

strictest attention was paid to their religious im

provement, the superior importance of which 

they were taught, both by the precept ancl ex

ample of their aunt. Nothing was allowed to 

interfere witi1 their duty to Gon; on the con

trary, their various employments were often in

terrupted by works of piety and charity.

" These," sai<l l\1rs. Irvin, " will fit you for 

more lasting enjoyment! they are necessary to a 

happy: Ei-ernity, and are certainly more worthy 

our attention than those fleeting accomplish

ments which can be of service to you only in 

this life, and probab]y but for a SJTiall portion of 

it: for a thousand things may prevent your im

provement of them: while good works will re

main-hereafter, and your reward will be, though 

not for them, )'et in proportion to them.'' 
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:Mrs. Stanley wrote once or twice to her sister 

during this period, expressing herself much 

obliged by her attention to her children, and 

pleased with the account she heard of their im

provement, but with great coolness towards 

themselves; she gave a long account of the 

splendour of the East, the balls and entertain

ments she was continually engage<l in: but as to 

the time of their return, she said she could not 

get Nlr. Stanley to fix any; but whenever they 

revisited England, she hoped it \-vould be in a 

style far superior to any of their former ac

quaintance. 
After two years' absence from her friends, 

Mary Forbes retnrned to them, much benefited 

by the charitable instructions she had received; 

she was now enabled to do many things which 

before she was incapable of, and, when fully 

employed, could earn several shillings a week. 

How often cli<l she thank Mrs. Irvin for putting 

her in the v-.-ay of learning to prouide for her

self, and bless the Institution which was thus 

alleviating the misfortune of other poor chil

dren! Betsy was delighted to see her; and after 

her return went no more to school, but devoted 

her whole time to the care of her sister, and of 

Dame Hunt, who was now very much enfeebled. 

Ellen and Anna used frequently to visit them, 

ancl while Betsy was otherwise engaged, would 

D 6 
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read to the old woman and Nlary such books a 
reconciled them to their lots in this life, and 
encouraged them, through the merits of a RE
DEEM f:R, to look for a glorious inheritance 
hereafter: nor were their attentions confined to 
this family alone; every poor person in the pa
rish had reason to bless Gon for them, and were 
daily offering up prayers to Him for their hap
piness and long continuance among them . 

\ 
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CHAPTER V. 

--" The spring-time of our years 

" Is soon dishonour'd, and defil'd in most, 

" By b"dding ills, that ask a prndeat hand 
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'' To check them." CowPEJt. 

MRs. Irvin observed, that though, from being 

constantly in her society, the impatience and 

irritability of Ellen's temper was much suppress

ed, it was far from being subdued; and now 

that she had for so long a time given her nieces 

an opportunity of observing the advantages re

sulting from the plan of education she had pur

sued, she was desirous they should also see the 

difference of the more general mode ; and that, 

from their own experience, they should fonn 

their judgment of each. 
For this reason she proposed sending an in

vitation to the daughters of some former friends 

of their parents, a :WI.r. and 11rs. Arnold; with 

whom ~hs. Stanley had been staying at the 

time of her marriage. Mrs. Arnold had also, in 

her younger days, been intimate with Mrs. Irvin; 

and though it was seldom they had met since 
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that time, an appearance of friendship was still 
kept up between them. 

Though lvlrs. Arnold was gay and dissipated, 
she thought it ~ecessary to give her children 
what is called, a good education; and the two 
eldest, at the time Ellen and Anna came to their 
aunt's, had been to a very capital school nearly 
a twelvemonth. lt was these young ladies ~Jrs. 
Irvin wished to introduce to her nieces; par
ticularly as the parents of each were connected, 
Mr. Stanley being a distant relation of .Mrs. 
,Arnold, and the letters which l\Irs. Irvin now 
and then received from her, abounded with so
licitous enquiries respecting the children of her 
friend. 

Ellen and Anna were too happy in the society 
of each other, and found too many ways of 
occupying their time, to wish much for the 
company of others: yet the thought of becom
ing acquainted with some yo11ng people in the 
same rank of life as themselves pleased them in 
idea, and they were anxious to hear if the 
invitation their aunt had sent would be ac
cepted: but no sooner did the letter arrive, 
whieh brought the thanks of Mrs. Arnold, and 
her promise, that as the Midsummer holidays 
were approaching, her daughters should, im
mediately on their co.mmencement, visit Mrs. 
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Irvin, than they felt more uneasiness than plea

sure in the expectation of their arrival.

" "\Vhat shall we do r" said Anna; " how are 

we to entertain them ? they are both older than 

,Ye are; and my aunt says they have been to 

school for so many years, that I <laTe say they 

know a great deal more than we do." 

" I don't know that,'' said Ellen; " for I 

have heard Mr. Herbert say, that it is not at 

schools young folks learn ·the most; for my 

part, I am determined not to be afraid of them; 

I shall say, that I know both music and draw

ing very well." 
" Stop, my dear," said }.1rs. Irrin, inter-

rupting her; " let not a wish to exalt yourself 

in their opinion put you upon telling untruths; 

it is not likely that you should either play or 

draw so well as the3e young ladies, who have 

had the best masters for so long a time; assure 

yourse1f that they will soon discover what you 

can, as well as what you cannot do: children 

more ignorant than yourselves have hitherto 

been your compani,ms; and there is nothing 

unpleasant in the idea, since you have endea

voured, as far as you are capable of, to im

prove them; but now yon are to be introduced 

into very different society, yet remember, that 

' high and low, rich and poor, are all alike in the 

sight of Go·n ;' and let not their opinion, which 
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in this respect may be very opposite to yot)ts, 
make you act otherwise than you have done. 
Though your manners may not be so fashion
able as theirs, be uniformly good-natured, and 
let us shew them the po1i teness of a Christian, 
rather than that of the gay world." 

IN les;s than a fortnight,. the young v1s1 tors 
arrived, in their father's chariot, att< nr1ed by a 
footman on horseback. Ellen and Anna, when 
they saw the carriage approach, looked at each 
other with apprehension ;-they knew not whe
ther to run to the door to welcome their guests, 
or fly up stairs to hide themselves. 

" vVhen l\1ary Forbes came home," said 
Anna, " we wt-re not at a loss how to receive 
her; we were glad to see her." 

" So you will to see these young ladies, I 
hope," said their aunt; " come with me, and 
meet them in the hall." 

" Ye$, we will," said Ellen, resuming her 
boasted courage; " what have we to be afraid 
of ?-the manners of the outside are of very little 
consequence." 

As she spoke this, the l\1iss Arnolds entered 
the house. They ,,,ere genteel-looking girls, 
and without that forwardness of manner, too 
often seen in those young ones of the present 
age, who, by being introduced so early into the 
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world, lose the simplici ry and enguging cliffi-

, dencc of youth, which once was looked upon as 

the presage of advancing ,,·orth. 

11rs. Irvin received them with affectio.1, as 

she considered they v,:ere the children of her 

earliest friend; and she introduced them to her 

nieces, by whom they were conducted to the 

parlour, where again she expressed herself happy 

to see them: and Ellen and Anna, by cyery at

tention in their power, endeavoured to lessen the 

awkwardness, which they could not help sus

pecting, even ladies so used to the world must 

feel, on being introduced to entire strangers. 

· The usual civilities passed benvcen them; and 

it was not long before all parties seemed ac

quainted with each other. The evening was far 

advanced; an<l the Miss Arnolds having been so 

long a journey that day, made it an excuse for 

retiring early to rest. 

The sisters rose the ne-xt morning at their usual 

time; but though they allmYed a later hour to 

their ·visitors, they were surprised to find they 

far exceeded it. l\lrs. Irvin thought it neces

sary to wait breakfast for them; and Ellen and 

Anna had rea<l and rcpentecl_ most of their les

sons before the :Miss _\rnolds appeared. 

After brcakfo.st their aunt thought it best to 

leave them entirely alone; and with a look of 
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encouragement to her nieces, who fearfully saw 
her depart, she left the room.-Ellen then asked · 
1\1iss Arnold, if she \Vonld favour them by sit
ting down to the piano ?-This request was 
readily complied with; and the el<lest T\1iss 
.Arnold played a very difficuh piece with great 
execution: her sister next took her seat; and 
afterwards Ellen and Anna; the former had 
very early shewn a taste for mnsic; and her 
visitor was surprised, if not a little mortified, 
to find ber performance far surpassed the idea 
she ha<l formed of ,.-.,hat could be learned from 
a country master. 

Charlotte (which was the name of the second 
"Jtliss Arnold) paid little attention to Ellen's 
playing, but seemed more anxious to enter into 
conversation with Anna, in whom she thought 
she had discovered a strong likeness to one of 
her school-fellows:-" How old are you?'' en
quired she; " for I declare you are just like 
1\:l iss B**, and exactly her size also; are you 
younger than your sister?" continued she. 

" -VVe are betn-een fourteen and fifteen," an
swere<l Anna; " do not you know, that my sis
ter and myself are of the same age ?" 

" You are twins, then," replied Charlotte; 
" I had forgotten it; how pleasant that must be! 
for you must know I hate an e}dQr sister vastJy; 
in general tliey are so comm.::tnding; but I sup-
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pose you love each other better than other 

sisters ?" 
Anna smiled.-" I don't know," said she; 

" we shall see, perhaps, while you are here ; 

at present, we have not known any sisters who 

<lo not love each other." 

" Ah, you allude to what I ha,.·e said," re-

p1ied her companion ; " but to tell yon the 

truth, you may expect to see my sister and me 

quarre1 ten times a day; at least, if you were at 

school with us, I am sure you would; for tl1ere, 

being the eldest, she has some little authority 

over me: and I assure you she exercises it very 

severely." 
Anna knew not what answer to make, and 

endeavoured to change the conversation, by 

asking the age of her new acquaintance. 

" I am almost fifteen,'' returned Charlotte; 

" and my sister is more than sixteen: 1 hope, 

therefore, she will soon leave school: then Au• 

gust3, one younger than myself, will come; c1nd 

it will be my turn to have power over her, and 

I shall make her know what 1 have felt under 

Harriet." 
.Anna was quite start1ed.-" Surely," said she, 

" that will be very cruel! I shoul<l think, if I 

had experienced want of kindness in my sister, 

I should be more anxious to shew it to another." .. 
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" Oh no, you would not," replied the un
feeling girl; H if you were at school, you would 
soon learn a different opinion: it is very pretty 
to talk as yon do; and we often meet with such 
:tine sentiments in our lessons; but no one thinks 
of putting t!~c:n in practice.'' 

During tbis conversation, the other ladies had 
gone up staiis ; anct Charlotte proposed follow
ing them. Anna attc11ded her in sile1-1ce. 

" ls this wbat is learnt at boarding schools?" 
thought she: " then we have nothing to regret: 
~-if we had been there, perhaps I shou1cl have hated my sister!'' 

Ellen and Anna smiled on each other, as they 
observed the various ornaments their Yisitors 
had brought; while they evidently enjoyed the 
surprise expressed by them, on seeing so many 
things which to them appeared useless anu unnecessary. 

" Look at this muslin frock," said :Miss Ar
noJd: " it is what I wore at our last public 
day, and quite a fashionable make; for the 
mantua-maker assured me, sbc had made but 
oue before, and that was for Lady Charlotte 
A***. I wore this wreath of roses round my 
head ;-dou 't vou think tbem pretty?'' 

" V cry pretty," answered Ellen; " but I am 
sorry _you brought them here, as I tear you will 
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not 11a\·c :m opportunity of wearing them; and 

their bcmg so closely packed seems to have in

jured them already." 

" 0, that is of no conseqncncc," replied the 

otl1er; " I should not take them to school the 

next half year; the ladies would think it very 

od<l to s.ee the same things come back ago.ii!: I 

knew this was a very retired situation, and 

therefore brought them, as .[ thought they 

would be new here." 

" Quite new indeed !" answered Ellen, with 

a smile: " such a uress as this would excite the 

astonishment of a11 the people in the village; I 

really wish you had not brought thi11gs half so 

smart." 
" l\f y dear child," saicl Harriet, " W\)tild ~-ou 

not have ns dress accor<ling to our rank in life? 

our situation demands it of us; and · to regar<l 

our appcaranct is what our goYcme..;s alwaya 

inculcates." 
" You must excuse my ignorance," sai<l 

Ellen with unconcern; " l did not know that 

dress was so absolutely necessary to denote our 

rank or situation in life; but I am sure it is not 

so here; for every one respect:; my good aunt, 

though I never saw her but in the plainest 

dress." 
" Your aunt," returned Harriet, " is out of 

the world ; but we are just entered into it; I 

I 
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. hope she does not mea11 to regulate your tlpparel 
by her own.-1,'hen you come to London, (as, 
when l\1r. and Mrs. Stanley return from abroad, 
I suppose you will,) I assure you, you will find 
many things necessary in regard to dress, of 
which at present you have no idea; and your 
good auut, in her plain suit, would have little 
regard paid to her in the large circle of the 
fashionable world." 

" It must be a very strange world," answered 
Ellen, rather indignantly, ,vhile the colour rose 
in her cheeks at hearing her aunt so spoken 01: J 

" that would not regard and respect her al.:io; 
and I should not wish to belong to it." 

T\Irs. Irvin now Yery opportunely entered the 
room, and pnt an end to their co1wcrsation. 

"'\Vhen the business of unpacking \\"as over, 
they returned to the parlour; ancl thinking it 
too warm to walk, l\lrs . Irvin begged to hear 
~liss .Arnold siug the la. t new song: ancl thu~, 
with the help of the piano, the time passed 
away till dinner ,vas announced. 

1 n tbe eY<::ning their amiable hostess proposed 
a walk to the village ; the rural and retired situ
ation of ,vhich seemed highly pleasing to her 
visi tors.-I t was a lovely evening, and no view 
conlcl be more beautiful than that which pre
sented itself on their leaving n1 rs. Jryin':, gar
<len: the trees ,vere in full leaf, and, tinged with. 
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the set'ting sun, they immediately attrackd the 

notice of the strangers. 

" "\Ye cannot see such trees a~ these in the 

Squares of London," said Harriet: " I must 

acknowledge, that a walk in a country like thi3 

is far preferal>le to the slow and uniform pace 

with ,vhich we arc obliged to follow onr gover

ness, one behind , nother, round tbc garden of 

the Square, or up and clown the measured path 

of the Parle" 
In the course of their walk, tlwy callc<l on one 

or two of the poor people who were unwell ; and 

on their return, they again had recourse to the 

music, which very agreeably pas::.cd away the 

evening. 
" There are Yery few 1a.die5 among us," said 

1'1iss Arnold to Ellen, " ,rho 1,lay as you do; 

you certainly lrn.ve quite a geni1..1s for music; 

you can sing also, I dare say? and [ sffould 

like to hear vou ." ., 
Ellen was <roinrr to answer when her aunt 

b b ' 

prevented her, by aying, " You" ill soon have 

an opportunity, rn_\' dear, of hearing us all sing: 

for we have an old-fa~hioned <..:nstom in thi:; 

housP., of family prayer; and ,ve genera1ly sing 

a hymn before ·we pray." 

llarriet smiled.-" I thought that it was only 

at schools that _prayers ,, ere i-ead to us; our 
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governess does that, en"ry morning and eYen• 

ing ;-I shall think myself with her again:

but we neYer sing hymns," continued she, " it 
is so metbodistical." 

Mrs. In·in now smiled in her turn, and an

s,vered, " that was an appel!aLion slie was not 
afraid of; and,'' said she, '' tbis is a method 
productive of so much plea:rnre, that I sbou1d 
be sorry to give it up; in former times, it was 
thought a great he1p to de\'otion; and I belieYc 
it is still retained m manv families from that ., 

motiYc.'' 

Such reasoning \\'3S quite unintelligible ta 

11iss Arnold; but ::,he was prevented an::,weri11g 

Ly the entrance of the cn·auts; and while El
len played the Evening Hymn, accompany in~ 
it with her voice, the\\ hole family joined in the 
solemn strain; nor could the e young ladies help 
a silent acknowledgment, tlwt they bad neYer 
before felt so devoutly inclinccl, as wlicn, at tlie 
conclusion, each knelt dom1, anc.l ::)1rs. Irvin 
read a prnyer with great ~olemnit_y; that, for 
the Lime, they wi::,hecl they could experience the 
same, when joining in the prayers at schoo1: 
but there, it ,ras performed in su indolent a 
manner, and so much of form appeared to be 
iutroducccl in the midst of very contrary pur
suits, that little else but their length wac; thought 
of during the time of reading them. 
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, The serious surprise ,vhich appeared in their 

countenances attracted the notice of J\1 rs. Irvin; 

who, after the servants bad left the room, en

quired at what time their goYeniess rea<l prayers? 

" 0, just before bed-time, llla'am," answcre~ 

Charlotte, " after "·e ha\'c st.pped, and arc all 
goL to play, or quarrelling together, (for I think 

we clo on~ as much as . the other,) she enters the 

room, nnd breaks up all our parties by calling 

us to prayers, which l can't say we much at

tend to. \\~ e go to bel1, unless sometimes, when 

the rules are not so strict1v attended to, we- arc ., 

allowed to finish our game of play before the 

Led-be1l is rung." 

l\1 rs. Irvin commended her for thinking such 
a way of performing our devotions was not quite 

right: and after supper, they chatted togetlicr 

for about an hour, during which time our he

roines found still more reason to rejoice at not 

having been to school. They ,rcre astonished 

at the tricks ancl sly vrnys, as their visitors 
termed many of the anecdotes they told them, 

"bieh to Ellen and Anna appeared little less 

than ch12atiug and <leceiving each other, while 
the ~Iiss Arnolds were much entertained at the 

surprise they expressed, and considered it as a 

<lcgrC'e of ignorance exciting mirth rather than 

congratulation. 

E, 
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The next morning, the l\liss Arnolds \\ ere 

busily employed in ,,·ork; each was netting a 

purse for her parents, which she meant to carry 

them on her return : these our heroines were so 

pleased with, that they immcJiatcly determined 

to do the same for their father and mother:

,, VVe are to write to them by the next ship," 

said Anna; " and my annt says I shall send 

the drawing I am now about, if I finish it as 

well as I have begun; but. I think I can do the 

purse likewise, if you will giye me some in-

5truction:' 

This was readily promised, and ~Irs. Irvin 

i-\ i1ling1y agreed to the proposal, provided it 

d:cl not prevent her attention to the drawing, 

·vi- hich she particularly wished to send them; as 
: t ·was from nature, an<l represented a part of 

the vill.lgc of .}-lilwood, which was very pictu

::eso uc. Thcv were now eacYer to lose no time 
i J w 

before they began their purses; and their aunt 

allowed the servai1t to go that afternoon to the 

nt:igh bouring tO\Yn to procure the rnateriab: 

so ready was she always to grant tbcm what 

was no~ improper. 
The next day tile work was begun, and the 

hole morning was engaged in perfecting them

_elves in it; till :Mrs. Irvin began to fear they 

' ;(,-~Ql.11d not ;i1!ov-, ~:mP nough to t1v,ir visitors' 

' 
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'amusement, who already, by their listlessness, 

began to shew they should not be sorry when 

the time they were to stay was expired.-They 

thought the situation of .Milwood uncommonly 

dull; nor is it to l>e wondered at, when the very 

different education they had received, from that 

which its inhabitants were blessed with, is con

sidered; they c,ould not conceiYe the pleasure of 

calling at so many houses of the poor, because 

the idea of doing them any good, or relieving 

their wan ts, never entered their heads; and when 

they heard Ellen say, that, according to her 

aunt's instructions, she considered the good things 

she enjoyed as only given her for this purpose, 

they wer~ astonished at her reasoning.-" Be

sides," continued Ellen, " we enjoy our own 

share so much more, when we can reflect that 

we have relieved others ,vith part of it." 
H Your aunt tells you so, I suppose," said 

Harriet with a sneer. 

" Yes," said Ellen, endeavouring to repress 
her anger; " and from very good authority too." 

" Our own experience, likewise," said Anna, 

taking up the conversation, " tells us the same; 

it certainly must give us :pleasure to think that, 
by us, Gon chooses to assist the poor." 

" But you ought to have thousands," con

tinuct.1 Harriet, " to help all you know; and 
E 2 
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they are still distressed when you have done all 

you can." 

" Very true,'' said Ellen; " and still will he; 

but they would be more so without any help; 

every little we give is acceptable to them, and 

if giYen ,vith a Yiew of performing our <luty to 

Goo, is of sen·icc likewise to ourscln•s." 

" You talk so very religiously," said Har

riet, " that l don't know what to make of you; 

but T must say, l pity you." 

" I Q.m sorry" said Ellen " yon should be 
~ ' ' ~ 

so mistaken in regard to us ;-have you ever 

seen my sister or me u!lliappy ?'' 

'' l\o, not absolutely uultappy; but you ne- · 

vcr lrnYe what our young ladies c:.tll pleasure; I 
di.Ire say you never wc11t to a ball, or a play, in 

your life; we ban~ public days once a month, 

and a daucing-sd1ool ball every year: ancl then 

,re have so many smart people come to sec us 

dance, ancl we gain such praise, anc.l our master 

~ so mucli ouligecl to us. Tlicu it i., so much 

pleasure to think of our d rcsses, for tn-o or three 

month::; before the bnll ;-the mantua-makers are 

aH so busy, yon can lt,we no idea; and we try 

to outdo each other in the money we spend; 

for mamma alw,1ys says, we should spare no 

expence. J\ml then, at othcI times, we perform 

plays; an<l we have spectators at them too; 
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ancl we are always sure of being admired for cine 

thing or another." 

Ellen could not hc1p pitying such ideas of 
happiness; but she only replied, by saying, 
" she could not cnvv them either their balls or 
plays. As for the latter," said she, " I should 
never think of being a performer; and to dance 
a minucl before so many people, must be very 
distressing." 

" I dar(~ say it would to yon," answered Har
riet, " ,, bo have seen so little of the wor]cl; but 
we arc so used to it, that we think it not y,,·orth 
while to (lance when no on" secs us.-But uow 
we talk of dancing, let us bu\'e a reel and a 
minuet or two this evening, I suppose you have 
learned-that is, as well as you can, in the 
country.'' 

This she proposed, as thinking it would be an 
amusement to observe their awkward steps: but 
Ellen, who did not considet it as any disgrace if 
she did not dance in the style of 1\ladame Hil
ligsberg or Parisot, readily agreed to it; saying, 
" \Ve have a master attends us once a week; 
but it is now the holidays, which is the reason 
he has not been here since your arrival: but we 
shall like a little dance this evening, if agree• 
able to you : Anna and I often play to each 
other while we practi c our step::.; but you 

l: J 
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must not expect to find us great proficients," 

continued she; " for my aunt is not so anxious 

for our improvement in dancing, as in music 

and drawing, which, as we li\·e so much alone, 

are amusements much better calculated for us." 

In the evening it rained so as to prevent their 

walking; but th is they did not regret, as their 

<lance was not interrupted, ·which, though \\ ith 

so small a number, (as one of them l\'as ahvays 

at the instrument,) they kept up for some time; 

and both the :Miss Arnolds, contrary to their 

e:{pectations, wd·e surprised to find they could 

enjoy dancing, with only ~Irs. Irvin for their 

spectator; who looked on ,vith pleasure, while 

Ellen and Anna were equally gratified, whether 

dancing with their guests or playing to them. 

TH i: young visitors, after having spent one 

week at lWilwoo<l, began to be tirtd of the uni

formity of the scene; and, though IV.I rs. Jrvin 

and her niece ha<l give~ up the greatest part of 

their time to their amusement, tliey could not 

but find it dull: and Charlotte, who had at first 

she"·n an inclination for the friendship of Anna, 

by making her the confident of her sister's ill 

humour, by many hints of the unpleasantness 

of her situation, endeavoured to draw from her 

an acknon lcclgment that ~lie was also tirc<l of it. 
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And one morning when they ,vere quite alone, 

she thought proper to make the trial; which 

she began in the following words :-

" I cannot think what you will do, my dear 

Anna, when we arc gone; I shall often think of 

you with pity, buried here as you are." 

Anna. " I thank you for your compassion: 

but pray <lon't make yourself very unhappy on 

my account; I assure you, Ellen and I never 

want amusement \1,hcn we arc alone." 

Charlotte. " \Yhy, what ean you find to do?

Day after day to go on in the same dull round; 

it would be verv tiresome to me.'' ., 

Anna. " But don't you go on in the same 

round at school ?-Day after day, I suppose, 

you learn your lessons and repeat them, prac

ti,e your music and dancing :-is not this al• 

v,rnys the same?" 

Charlotte. " Very true; but then we have 

variety, and so many young ones all employed 

in the same way : besides, we have the holidays 

to look forward to, while you have none." 

Anna. " Every day is a holiday to us; at 

least, every Sunday is; for then we have no 

lessons to learn, no masters attend us, and we 

have time to do as we like." 

Charlotte. " Not as you like; for I dare say 

your aunt makes you read sermons to her all 

day long." 
E 4 
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.Anna. " \V c read such books as we like, :md 

wirnt are instructive as well as ente1 taining. 

Pray, what do you read on Sundays r'' 
C!tarlotte. " 0, for my part, l ncvei: read 

any ! Those books that my governess says are 

fit for Sunday reading are, in my .opinion, so 
very dlill, that I seldom look into them." 

Anna. " \Yhat, do you never read the Bible: 

you don't know that thr.re arc prettier stories to 

be found in it than in most other books." 

Charlotte. " Sometimes we are told to read 

l\Irs. TnDDtER's Historv of it: but I think if 
,I 

we go to cbur<;h and hear it read there, that is 

quite enough; besides, it is so common to read 

fhe Bihlc, I think it is only fit for poor people." 
Anna. " This is a very odd notion ; I should 

think, and indeed [ am sure of it, that the in

structioi1s contained in the Brble are equally 
intended for tbe rfrh a3 for the poor; I cannot 

say but that I pity _you nO\v; for you rlo not 

seem to know your duty, nor ,...-here you arc to 

learn it.'' 
Charlotte. " \\Tell, dear me! don't speak so 

ano-ril \' · y·ou foro-et that we Yery often zo out v J,. v ...., 
on a Sunday; and then, you know, there can 

be 11 0 t imc for reading." 

.Anna. ".Ah! tbat i · one of the rules that my 
aunt di slikes in school :-that Sunday, which 

i~ generally thought the onl_v time that can be 



THE TWl~ SISTERS. 81 

spared from accomplishments, is so often spent 

in visiting! Indeed you must excuse me, my 

<lcar Charlo1tc, if I again s:iy, I pity you." 

Cha, latte. " vV ell, tell me then where these 

pretty stories are to be met with in the Bible; 

and when 1 have time 1'11 read them, if I spend 

a Sunday at school." 

Anna. " I'll write them clown for you; and. 

then you cannot forget them :''-and taking out 

a pocket-book, she copied from a 1ist that had. 

formerly been given herself, the following me

morandums:-" 17rom the 37th and S9th chap

ters of Genesis to the 45th, or to the end of that 

book, the history of J oscpb is continued. The 

17th and 18th chapters of the first book of Kings. 

-The latter," said she, " will shew you, how 

THE ALMIGHTY shewed himself the true Gon, 

when the people of Israel had gone and served 

Tiaal.-And from the 4th to the 8th chapter of 

the second book of Kings, you will find many 

interesting acts of the prophet Elisha: and in

deed all through, those books arc very enter

taining, and I think, the more you read them, 

the more you will like them. The book of 

Esther is pretty also.-" 

Charlutte. (Interrupting her.) '' These arc 

quite enough, I thank you. I am sure I shall 

not haYe time to read more than these ; and 

E 5 
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when I want something to do, I'll look them 
over. 

Anna. (Very seriously.) " I hardly know 
whether I have done right in giving you this 
list; you speak in such a careless way of readjng 
in that Book, which I have been taught to look 
into with reverence, and to consider it an indul• 
gence to be allowed to read in it. When we 
consider for what end it was written, surely it 
requires the utmost attention; especia1Jy the 
New Testament; for, there we are to learn 
what will make us acceptable in the sight of 
Gon." 

Charlotte. " Dear me, you think so seriously 
of every thing! But while we are under the 
care of others, you know it is of very little con
sequence to us; they are accountable for our 
actions, and we are not our own mistresses." 

.Anna. " vVhy do you say it is of little con
sequence to us r don't you know that, at the 
last <lay, we shall have to give an account of 
of our actions, individua1Jy; and that even our 
secret thoughts are regarded by Gon, and ,rill 
be brought into judgment." 

Charlotte. " I wo"tlld not have such notions 
as these for ever so much! 1 am sure they would 
make me miserable! L think the be~t way is to 
try to please every body as much as we cau, and 
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not to shew our dislike of any one, but to be

have civilly to all." 
Anna. " This is certainly right, but not 

without something more; for let me just put 

this case to you :-As we are to live in this 

world but a very little while, and for ever in 

the next, is it not more our interest to please 

Gon, with whom, if we act as we ought, we 

shall then be, than it i:; to gain the favour of 

men, with whom we are to stay so short a time? 

This life is not to be compared to Eternity, and 

it depends not on our fellow-creatures, but on 

the favour of Gon, whether we are to be happy 

or miserable there." 

Charlotte. (Thoughtfully.) " That is true: 

but if we behave well to our fellow-creatures, 

GoD is pleased-is not HE?'' 

Anna. '' Certainly; but then it depends on 

the motive :-if we are kind to men out of love 

to G on, and because he has commanded it, Gou 

is pleased ; but not if our views extend- only to 

ourselves, that people should think or speak 

well of us, and not if we think that, if our a~

tions are pleasing, it does not signify what our 

thm1ghts are." 

CnARLOTTE, had never heard so much of 

Religion explained before. The only encou

E 6 
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ragement vrhich bad been holden out to her r1s 

a motiYc for good behaviour, ,vas the approba

tion of men; and though the far superior one 

which seemed to influence Anna's conduct v.·ns 

quite new to her, her heart secretly acknov;

lcdged its jm~ice, and she determined to think 

more on the su hjcct when alone, or at least. to 

read what bcr friend had recommcndecl, with 

grcntcr attcn :ion thnn she at first proposcJ. 
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CHAPTER YJ. · 

-., Sweet Patience came, by Fortitude 511s tain'd; 

" The tear of Meekness trembled in her eye; 

85 

" nut checr'd by Hope, 110 longer she complain'J; 

" And taught by }'aith, she plae'u each wish 011 high." 

THE following ,....-eek, the l\Iiss Arnolds left 

l\tlilwood ; and Ellen and Anna were impatient 

to return to their former occupations. That 

very evening, they called at Dame Hunt's cot

tage, whose inhabitants they had not seen for 

some clays. They found i\1ary Forbes, the poor 

blin<l girl, quite happy at having been taught 

a new sort of work.-" It is weaving straw, 

l\Ia'am," said she, " for the carters' hats;

it is Ycry coarse ; bnt I am in hopes I shall 

make out very well at it.'' 
Her good friends encouraged her in her un

tfortaking, and then asked for her sister. 

" Oh, that is another thing that makes me 

very happy, ladies," answered the contented 

girl; " for she is gone out to work; and Dame 

Hunt and l nm.kc out so well together, you can-
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not think; I know a11 about the house, and 

Betsy leaves every thing in order, so that I can 

get what I want without troubling our poor old 

dame, who grows very infirm.'' 

::\irs. Irvin asked where Betsy was gone? and 

found, that as she had in her mother's life-time 

]earned a little of mantua-making, she had far

ther improved herself in it, and that several of. 

the farmers' ,viYcs in the neighbourhood em

ployed her by the day in that way. 

" How good GoD is to us," continued i-Iary, 

" in enabling us to Ji Ye so comfortably! "\"\.-hen 

my mother <lied, I little thought that lve shoulcl 

have been half so happy as we are; and it is 

a comfort to us both, that now we can repay 

Dame Hunt for all her kindness to us, when we 

were in so much distress; for she says, she 

should not know what to do without us, and 

often blesses Gon for having brought us to her 

in her old age ;-an<l I am sure we have reason 

to bless H1.M too," added the grateful girl. 

When ~frs. lrvin talked of returning home? 

Anna offered to stay and read to her young 

friend. " Thank you, Miss," said she ; " that 

will be a treat indeed ; for it is in not having 

somebody to read to me, that I miss Betsy more 

than any thing; as, when she comes home in 

the evening, she has a]ways something or other 

to do of needle-work for Dame Hunt or myself; 
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she says she will have us look tidy, and that no 

one shall say she works for others, and not for 

us.'' 
As Ellen walked home with her aunt, she 

could not help congratulating herself on the de

parture of their visitors.-" How much hap

pier is my life," said she, " than that which 

the Miss Arnolds describe! I cannot help re

joicing they are gone, as I am sure our employ

ments gave them no pleasure." 

" They are much to be pitied," said ~1rs. 

Irvin, " ,,·ho know no other pursuit than what 

they call pleasure ; and still more so, as they 

appear to wish for no other." 

I HOPE my young readers are all ready to 

acknowledge, a life of active benevolence must 

be a happy one; to relieve the poor, comfort 

the affiicted, and to instruct the ignorant, they 

cannot doubt must be grateful to a serious and 

well-disposed mind ; but then perhaps they· 

would wish to add a few of what the world 

calls plea3ures to these more sublime gratifica

tions: and though, at the same time, they are 

ready to allow, that the amusements they are 

desirous to partake of do not always afford the 

promised pleasure, yet are they more and more 

eagerly pursued, till at last, all others are given 

up, even those their judgment once approved: 
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I mean those acts of beneficence which are cal

culated to make us happy at the time, and afford 

us many pleasing reflections in their retrospec

tion. Pursuits so contrary to each other can 

never be enjoyed together; one or the other 

will be gi\'en up; and weak and frail as our 

nature is, it is much to be feared, that that 

,vhich attracts the attention of the largest part 

of this world's inhabitants, will also engage 

ours, particularly as it promises pleasure \.vitb

out any trouble or self-denial, while those of a 

more enlarged kind are not without their ditfi. 
u 

cultics, and require a perseverance above the 

efforts of our own resolution to continue in 

them, contrary to the opinion of many others, 

who would draw us after them into the gulf of 

false happincss.-But let us attend to the end 

of Anna's life, which will soon come to a con

clusion; and then we shall see whether she had 

any reason to regret that she had never tasted of 
the amusements of the world. 

It was not long before she fell into an ill state -

of health; and though umvilling to complain, 

ber looks were sufF,cicnt to acquaint all who saw 
her, that she was far from well ; instead of the 

appearance of health ,vhich once glowed on 

her cheek, she was pale, and evidently much 

thinner; and an alarming cough too plainly 

foretold an approaching consumption. ~Irs. 

,1 
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Irvin was a1armcd, as wel1 as Ellen, on observ

ing her countenance; though the inva1id said 

all she could to remove their fears, an<l often 

frigned herself better, when she saw their un

f'asincss. A physician was sent for, ,...-ho imme

diately recommended Bri£tol, as the only chance 

of her recovery; and 1frs. Irvin determined to 

remove her there as soon as she could possibly 

leave home. Ellen ,ras anxious to try what 

she fondly hoped wou1<l restore her sister, ancl, 

fearful of losing her, she felt her affection daily 

rncreasc. All her fa,·ouritc occupations were 

unattcn<letl to; and while she dreaded the con

tinua.nee of her sister's illness, she could think 

of no one else ;-the poor were neglected; nei

ther could she bear the thought of going to the 

school, where her aunt had forbidden her sister 

to accompany her, lest she should be too much 

fatigued. 
Though equally concerned for the cause, M r3. 

Irvin was grieved to see Ellen's sorrow ; and, 

though at first unwilling to notice it, she found 

herself obliged to speak seriously upon the sub

ject.-G oing one evening into Ellen's room, 

she. founcl her just risen from her knees, her face 

bathed in tears.-" You h:we been praying for 

greater resignation to the Divine will, my dear," 

sai<l she·, " l haxe um,:illin°lr observed that 
0 ~ 

you have la.tciy di covered a great want of it,. or 
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a w·t~akness of mind which it is our duty to en
deavour to overcome." 

" Ah, how can I, my dear aunt:'' replied 
Ellen, her tears increasing: " how can I see 
my dear and on1y sister so ill, and not feel the 
utmost grief?" 

" I acknowleclge, my love, that this is a se
vere trial for you," said 11 rs. Irvin, sitting down 
by her, and affectionately taking her hand; 
" but remember, my Ellen, it comes from Gon; 
it is He who gave her unto us, and if it is His 
will to remove her-" 

" You think slie will die, then!" cried Ellen, 
interrupting her aunt; " Good Gon support 
me!" continued she, clasping her hands with 
unaffected sorrow. 

" That, my dear," said her aunt, while she 
kissed her wet cheek, " is a proper prayer, and 
Goo will bear and answer it: compose yourself, 
my child, she may not be in the danger our 
fears sugge.~t; next week \Ye shall go to Bris
tol, and she may recoYcr: but if it shollld please 
Go D that it should be otherwise, will you be 
so selfish as to regret her admission into Eternal 
Happiness? Remember, your situation in life 
may not, nay, it cannot, be expected to be what 
it has hi thcrto been! trials and temptations 
will arise, "h ich, if it should be the will of THE 
.Ar.~llGHTY to take her to Himself, Anna will 

b 
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~scape.-This has been the first aftliction you 

have known," continued lVIrs. In·in, pleased to 

see Ellen more composed, " and I am happy 

in seeing you apply to the only sure source of 

comfort under it.'' 
" Anna will be happy," said Ellen: " but 

docs my aunt think I grieve at that?" 

" No mv dear I think far otherwise · I 

' J ' 
' 

know what you feel; for, I have myself felt 

what I once thought the severest affiict1on :

when I dreaded the loss of your dear and now 

blessed uncle, I thought I should never know 

happiness more: but as he had always been my 

instructor, so then, he taught me where to look 

for support; and when I saw so good a man, 

<lying in the blessed prospect of a glorious Im

mortality, through the merits and intercession of 

a merciful SAviou~, l checked my tears, and 

only wished to live so as, in Gon's good time, 

I rnight follow him, rejoicing in the same hea

yenly hop~- But I am departing from my sub

ject :-to talk of the death of so good a man, 

raises feelings in my mind which I cannot de

scribe; yet they are far from being those of sor

row; and may such, my Ellen, be your•s, when 

time shall be no more with your sister! size has 

thesamekindSAv10un. on whom to rest her 

confidence; an<l, blei~Cd be G on! He is not 
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unknown, or unacknowledged by either of 
I
,, 

you. 

" Xext to THE .ALMIGHTY, my dear aunt, it 
is to you we arc indebted for so inestimable a 
knowledge," replied Elkn, with animation, a. 
gleam of pleasure breaking through her tears: 
" how highly have we been favoured !" 

" An<l is not this recollection sufficient to sup
press C\'Cry murmur,'' said i\Irs. Irvin, " that 
we know in whom we have belieYed :" Oh, it 
is a consolation, wltich will brighten even the 
parting hour with those we love, when we see 
them leave this woild, their hopes fixed on a 
firm foundation, an<l r(•coIIec:t tl1cir lives hare 
been an evideuce of those hopcs,-that, though 
possessed of many frailties, there is no unre
pcnted sin to darken that bright horizon which 
will soon open to their view, never, never more 
to kno\Y a cloud !'' 

" It is enough, my dear aunt," said Ellen, 
wiping her eyes, " it is enough! Anna will 
know this happiness, and I shall feel it too: I 
·will rt>joicc in the reflection that she is for ever 
happy; and pray, that I may so live as, when . 
the time of my departure comes, I may share 
it with lier; Anna is fit to die, and I will no 
longer mourn." 

'' These are precious testimonic'3, my dear,'~ 
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said -:\lrs. Trvin; " but do not be disconrage<l, 

if desponding thot1ghts should again rctnrn :

we arc weak and mortal creatures, nor can we 

always bear alike the evils of thi::: life. Though, 

at times, we feel strength in the grace of Gon; 

yet at oth~rs, we sink under our burthen: but as 

now we have found relief in prayer, so may we 

at all times apply to the same source of comfort. 

"\Ve will just look i11 upon our dear cl1arge,'' 

atldccl she, " an<l then w~ ,..-ill ha\·e family-

prayers." 
Anna's eyes were closed; but by the difliculty 

with which she breathed, they feared lier sleep 

was uneasy: lier looks were ,Yan, and Ellen 

again felt a tear trcm blc in her eye, when she 

reflected that pcrhap" in a Ycry short time she 

might sec her still pah.·r, and \Yhen those i.,bort

fctche<l breathings might no more he bcar<l :

,, She" ill then be ckad," thonght Ellen; " out 

her soul will be \\·ith Goo!" 

, 

1[r. l lcrbert oftC'n ca1le{1 on them, and .\11na 

was always plea. eel with his \'1sits; tlicy looked 

on him in the place of a father, and both the 

sisters felt them elves comforted and strcngth

-enccl by his conversation, \'v hich \\'as well adapted 

to their situation. Before, when he calle<l on 

them, he used to talk on various subjects ;-the 

books th<'y bad read, anc1 the rem::!.1 ks they had 

made, were all discussed by this good man, who 



thus endeavoured to amuse and instruct their 
minds; but now, Religion, and its consola
tions, were their only topic. The covenant of 
1Iercy, which Go D bas made with men in send
ing His only Son to die for their Redemption; 
the full Atonement which He bas made by Ili1. 
death for the sins of the whole world; and the 
strength he has promised, and imparts to all 
II is faithful followers who are striving to do lJ is 
will, were subjects heard with pl0.asure. In 
short, all he said was to prepare his young 
friends for the :;:.;,:-ere trial which lrns awaiting 
them; nor did they shrink from the conten1-
plation of the gloomy valley of death, when 
taught by their excellent instructor to look upon 
it as a passage to Eternal Life; they rejoiced 
in the prospect, and gratefully acknc,wledgcd u 
SAVIOUR, who had graciously given to them, as 
well as to c1ll II is followers, a title to so glorious 
an inlicri ta nee. 

Perlwps it may be thought that such a sub
ject ,1v·as gnitc improper for one in Anna's state, 
and that her mind should have been diverted 
from it: but, far from raising mclaochoJy ideas, 
it elevated her hopes, an<l she woukl often 'beg 
of Mr. Herbert to prolong the conver-;:-ition, tilf 
she fell h<..:r:,;c1f exalted above the pains her mor-
tal state occasioned. · · 

rrhe whole village was anx10us for Anna's 
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recovery; and on the morning on which th~ 

ladies commenced their journey, the door was 

t::rowdecl with people, ,vho came to offer tbeir 

good wishes for the recovery of the <lear inva

lid: but Anna could only return her thanks by 

an expressive look; and when seated in the car

riage, she seemed to be lost in thought, and to 

forget that her aunt and sister \Ycre feeling wit

nesses of her emotion. 

~frs. Irvin bad hired a coach to take then1 all 

the way; and Anna had one side entirely to her

self; where, si1pportccl by pillows, she bore the 

fatigue of the journey better than lier anxious 

friends expected. :Martin also accompanied 

them ; and it was with a heaYy heart she si

lently drew a comparison between the time she 

was last in a carriage with her dear young la

dies and the present. 

It was nearly dark ,vhen they arrivc<l at the 

lodging whid1 had been taken for thrm at Clif

ton ; and after taking a litt1e refreshment, Anna 

was assisted to bed; Martin slept in the same 

room; and the adjoining apartment 1\1:n;. Irvin 

chose for Ellen and herself, where they once 

more offered up their prayers to Goo, for the 

recovery of this beloved object of their care. 

While here, they ma<le no acquai11tance, nor 

did they find Anna so much benefited by the 
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change, as they ha<l fondly hoped they should. 
After six ,vecks stay, she Lecame anxious to re
turn home; and her affectionate aunt, tbou!!b ..__, 

she ,rould hnse \Yishcd to have tried the efiicacy 
of the \raters, and the salubrious ail' of Clifton, 
a little longer, did not rccei,·e encouragement 
from the physician to hope it would be of any 
material sen-ice: she theref0re cornpliccl with 
her request; and they returned to ::\Iilwood, 
with that k incl of mcland10l;1 pleasure it is dif
ficult to clc:scribc, and distressing to feel. They 
felt pleased to return to their place of residence, 
and "·here they had always found happiness in 
jmparting it to those about them, who, \vith 
genuine expressions of joy, welcomed their 
nrri,·a1, \Yhile their regret at Anna's contim,ccl 
ill hca1th appeared in the conn tenancc~ of sll 
who saw her. 

The next morning they \Yerc Yisitecl hy '\Ir. 
Herbert, and be was rcccivc<l by all ,rith un
feign vcl plea ure.-" You sec me ret,m1cd, Sir,'~ 
said .r\ nna, " not in better health than when [ 
went; but I do not feel any regret, as I have 
not forgotten the cncour·aging hopes yon !Jaye 

formerly giYcn me: my aunt and si <, ter; how-
l 'Yl' r I fear a1·e not so rcsi 0 ·nccl · l obscn·ed 

) ' . ;::, ' 
last night, they were less cheerful than I ,vas 
on coming home again. I feel I c1m soon 
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to leave this world: but will you, Sir, convince 
them of my superior happiness; that is, if you 
do not think me presumptuous in expecting it?'' 

l\fr. Herbert assured her he thought her 
hopes were well founded, and promised to use 
all the means in his poyrer to reconcile her sur
viving fri~nds to the change she seemed so well 
prepared for. 

Ellen's .spirits were a little revived, on seeing. 
her sister so cheerful; and she acknowledged 
the goodness of Gon in ordaining the decline of 
Anna to be so very gradual.-" I shall be en
abled to bear with com posurc I he stroke which 
separates us,'' said she, " ,vhenever it co.mes: 
and I too plainly sec it cannot long be with
holden; she every day grows weaker, yet her 
strength of mind increases: 0, may mine be 
also strengthened !" 

For some weeks their situation appeared the 
same, though Anna gradually grew worse, and 
was soon confined lo hc.r apartment. llere Mr. 
Herbert frequently Yisitcd ber; and, though 
she could not talk as usual to him, she receiYed 
both pleasure and comfort from his co11vcrsa
tio11 with her aunt, and the piayers be read to 
her. 

Though it ,vas now more than a twelvemonth 
3ince the _\liss Arnolds were at i\lilwood, Anna 

F 



THE TWIN SISTERS. 

had not forgotten them.-" I fear,'t said she to 

her sister, " that Charlotte has not once thought 

of me since we parted; but you, Ellen, may 

see her again: ,nll you tell her that, in my last 

illness, I thought often of her, and would have 

written, had it been possible ?-And let her 

know also," added she, " that in my latest 

hour, I felt more forcibly than ever, that all 

Gther happiness than tliat I mentioned to her is 

but visionary, and that Religion and .a know

ledge of the Seri ptures are alone capable of 

giving comfort at the hour of death." 

" There is a YVisclom from above, my dear," 

said l\Irs. Irvin (who was in tbc room at the 

time), " which we are encouraged to pray for; 

and it is this you would have your sister recom

mend to Charlotte .. 1.rnolcl, as well as every other 

friend she may have any influence over.'' 

'' ... -cs, my clear aunt," retu~·ned the dying girl; 

" you lrnse expressed my meaning much better 

tb~n myself: but I thank Gon," said she, lift

ing her eyes to H caven, " I am not ignorant of 

it.-Thcre is one thing more,'' said she hesita

tingly, " that I would say to my dear aunt;

but not now-I am not strong enough; in the 

afternoon, or to-morrow-if I live so long." 

.l\1rs. Irvin, seeing her extremely weakened by 

speaking so much, advised her to wait till the 
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time she mentioned; and then begging her to 

try to get some sleep, she went with Ellen for 

a little air in the garden. 

'Their who1c conversation was respecting 

Anna.-" "'hat a si ster shail l lose!" said El

len; " I sC'cm as if, till now, I neYer knew her 

·alue '" 

I\Irs. Inin checked the complaint that ap

pcarcJ arising.-" "\Vitb ber last breath/' said 

she, "she seems desirous to do good; and shall 

,re rc<rrct that !:!he is so soon to receive her re-
n 

d 
.,, 

war ~ 

" Oh no," said Ellen, gratefully resigned to 

tht' will of Heaven, " l will pray that ] may 

~pend the remainder of my life in the same 

enrnc, t endeavour!'' 

lVhcn they returned from their walk, 011 

hearing from l\1artin that the object of their 

attention was now asleep, they went not into her 

room, but continued below with 11r. Herbert> 

wbo, according to bis daily custom, ha<l called 

to know how the invalid then was. 

Betsy Forbes ,vas a constant enquirer in the 

kitcl1en, though she <lid not always see the fa

mily; till, this ni'ternoon, Ellen had her into 

the parlour, and, by the resignation she herself 

~hewed, prepared her soon to hear of the death 

of her benefactress.-" :My poor sister i\tary," 

~aid the grateful girl, " how will she bear this! 

:r ~ 
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she is always talking of l\liss Anna's goodness 

in coming to read to her.'' : . 

" l\Iy good girl," sai<l Ellen, (endeavouriug, 

to check the tear that would flow,) " you must 

not talk so; I have need of fortitude to support 

the loss which is orclaine<l me :-if .i\lary misses 

her, what must l <lo? Think of this, my dear, 

and console your sister, and tell her, I will 3U p~ 

ply the place of mine to herY 

Betsy ,Yept, as Ellen was speaking, at the 

recollection of her mother's death.-" 0, my 

dear "i\Iiss," saicl she artlessly, " if I coultl but 

give you all the comfort you was so good as to 

give me when my poor mother died, how glad

ly would -I do il ! but G on can give it to you ; 

and I pray that Ile will. "\Vh~t is our loss, 

will be ~1iss A\nna's gain.u 

· "\Yhile E1len was thus engaged with Betsy 

Jlorl.>es; ~Irs. Irvin had visited Anna's roum, 

and, finding her again awake, tol<l !v1.arlin she 

,rould herself sit with her till the evening. 

" This is very good of you, my dear aunt," 

saicl 1\nna: " I have liacl a very comfortable 

sleep, and think I shall now be able to tell you 

the only thiu~ that remains upon my mind." 

" \Vhat is it, my loYe r" said her aflcction

ate aunt; " speak, my Anna, to me who loYo 

you as a mcther." 

" Jib, it is a motlier I should speak of!" said 
p 

ti 
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she; '" it is for those who remain, I am anxious: 

though it sometimes appears as if I had never 

seen my parents, yet 1 feel 1 love them still;

will you tell them so? and do you think,'' ad

ded she, speaking still lower, " that they will 

i-egret my death r" 
" They ,, ould have reason to rejoice, my 

clear," replied her aunt, " did they know how 

well you are prepared for it." 
" Tell them, my dear aunt, how happy I 

Elie! and that my earnest prayer has ulways 

been, that we may _meet in Heaven. I should -

nave wished, if it had pleased my Heavenly 

FATH ER, to have lived to see then~ return : but 

I am content ;-I hope I am ;-I pl'ay to be 

made so; and may I not, my dear aunt, hope 

every thing in regard to them-I that have ex

perienced such proofs of Gon's mercy ?-Let 

.them know," continued she," that I died,. pray

jng for blessings on them, and trusting in my 

REDEEMER for them, and for myself, foll of 

humble hope, through His merits, to meet the1n 

in the courts above! Will you tell them all 

this, my dear aunt? Don't let them forget they 

had a daughter Anna.-And now, what shall I 

say to you, my best Aunt, Mother, l◄'riend? 

for all these have you been to me! I would ex

press my grateful sense of all the kind instruc

tions you have given me, and which I now feel 

F 3 
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the true force and comfort of ;-but it 1s im

possible, I would thank you next to Gon, and 

tbank Him, for giving me such a kind instruc

tress. 

" Say no more, my dearest love," said l\:Irs. 

Irvin, much affected : " I am sufficiently com

forted in se·eing you so sensible of the blessings 

you have enjoyed." 

At this moment Ellen entered the room, her 

face wet wjth the tea1s her conversation ·with 

Betsy J'orbes had occasioned :-" You have 

not been Yl'eeping for me, my dear sister r" 
asked Anna with concern. 

" They are tears of sorrmv mixed with joy,'' 
replied Elten, kissing her pallid cheek; " I re

joice in your happiness!'}-" May it be yours," 

said Anna, faintly returning her embrace; " it 
is but a short time before I shaH have the joy 

of m~eting you in H em'en !" 

l\1rs. Irvin, fearing this lengthened conver

sation would too much agi tnte both her n:eccs, 

now took a book ancl ofiereJ to read a prayer: 

it was every way nd;:pted to tbe dying bed, and 

concluded with a petition for their surviving 

friends. 

" :Wiy father and mother !"-snid Anna softly; 

and lifting her eyes to Heaven, she continued 

for some minu tcs silent, after her ... unt had closed 

the book. 
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l\Iartin sat up with Anna that night; and in 

the morning her account was such as gave no 

hope of her continuance in this world till the 

next <lay. Her aunt nnd sister perceiyeu a sen

sible alteration; but still she appeared com

posed, and happy.-" Remember me to the 

goo<l l\lr. Herbert," said she faintly, " an<l to 

all our poor neigh hours, especially the Forbes's; 

tell them I have prayed for them all :-I can 

searcelv see you rn\· dear Ellen ·-but this is 
., ., ' J ' 

your hand,'' added she, pressing it to her lips. 

-" Farewell, my dear, my only sister !-rnc.y 

we meet in Heaven!" 

She the1; continued silent for some time, while 

Ellen sat by her bed, her eyes were fixed upon 

her and upon her aunt by turns. " This weak 

breath of mine," said she, putting her hand on 

her heart, " is just expiring! Thank Go n, I 

leave the world in peace !" 

~lartin approached the bed; Anna knew ber, 

ancl in faltering accents thanked her for all her 

care, from infancy till now. 

" Farewell all my friends!" said she; and 

casting a htnguishing, dying look on a11 around 

her, she closed her eyes: and it was by her faint 

breathings only, that they still perceived sh 0 

had life remaining. 

All was silent! no tears were shed; and though 

this was the hour 1~1len had so much dreaded 

F 4 
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she was enabled to contemplate her sister's dying 
countenance with calm com posnre; ti 11, with :--1 

gentle sigh, she expired, peaceful as the tendcP 
infant sinks to rest on the breast of its mother !·1 

Her much-loved friends continued silently 
standing round the bed: and as they marked 
the livi<l hue of death gradually possessing her 
pale and emaciated features;-" She is now an 
immortal spirit," said l'vlrs. hvin; " Jet· us give 
Gon . thanks for the blessed death of one so 
young, yet so resigned, and pray that our 1at"P 
ter end may be like he-rs!" 

Struck by her words and example, Ellen and 
1\Iartin sunk on their knees; when this excellent 
woman read a prayer suited to their situation, 
an<l in which they fervently joined. After this 
act of devotion, Ellen and her r1unt kissed the 
check of the departed saint, and left the room. 

Su"H was the life and death of Anna Stanley, 
who, at the early age of sixteen, had attained 
such a knowledge of her Goo and SA v10 UR, 

as a1o1?e can render a death-bed happy : and 
may it be the wish of all my readers to follow 
her example, as far as may be in their power! 
The circumstances of heJ' life were favourable 
to piety; but eYen in situations most opposite 
to hers, time for reflection and devotion may be 
found. If some of the frivolous employments 
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of life were given up, what a store of comfort 

might be, discovered for a dying hour l and i£ 

death were more often made the subject of con~ 

templation, it would, on its arrival, be much 

less the object of terror~ Instead of thinking 

what .it clpses to-us of this world; let us reflect 

on th.e eterna~ scenes it opens to om· view., and 

ask our hearts \\'hat we ourselves have to expect 

from it? If we1have fixed our hopes on a right 

foundation, we may then look forward to our 

approaching end, 'as something more tqan a 

release from worldly cares; but without a true 

knowledge of RELIG·JON, have we not reason to 

f€ar it will be but the prelude , to much greater 

and .everlasting sorrows? . , 
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CHAPTER VII. 

" F ATRER of Heaven! 
" Eternal KrnG ! DISPOSER great and good 
" Of life and daath, of happiness and woe! 
" Teach rne, whate'e1· may be my portion here, 
" To prove :myself thy servant! J\Iay conceit, 
" Self-Ieve, and pride, be strangers to my heart!'' 

THE moment i1r. Herbert heard of the death 
of bis young friend, he came to offer consolation 
to the survivors; but he found them, as he 
wished, composed, an<l resigned to tbcir ]oss. 
The whole village were grieved at her death; 
and on the day of her funeral, the church-yard 
was cro\vded with its inhabitants, who each re
peated the good she had done. One recollected 
her kindness to her, when all her family was 
ill : another talked of the clothes she had made 
for her children; and a third p.1cntioncd a book 
which she had given her, and which now ap
peared of double value; and the poor woman 
shed tears, while she declared, " she would nevei
part with it, but keep it for her sake." 

Mr. Herbert spent that day with lv1rs. Irvin, 
and Ellen, who now appeared to feel the loss of 
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her sister more than she thought; but she was 

careful of falling into the error she so earnestly 

prayed to be kept from; and though, when she 

went into the room in which she had been used 

to sec one so much loved, she eould not help a 

secret regret arising, she would immediately con

demn it as selfish sorrow, and, recollecting her 

sister's happiness, endeavour to employ her 

mind in such pursuits as would encourage her to 

hope for a participation of it .... 13ut Ellen was 

soon to experience u change of situation, which 

nothing but the excellent principles she bad 

imbibed could have prevented from causing an 

alteration of sentiments also, which, in an hour 

of serious reflection, she would have had reaso11. 

to regret. Y ct I hope to shew my readers, that, 

though her mode of living was altered, her 

heart retained the same desire of approving her

self to Goo, as when, in the quiet village· of 

~lilwood, she had uo temptation, from oppo

site example, to do otherwise. 

EARLY in the Spring of1 the following year, 

Ellen's father and mother arriyec1 in England, 

after an ubsence of nearly tweh-c years. Nlr. 

Stanley bad cons1dcrably enlarged his fortune, 

and he determined to spend it in such a manner 

as should convince the world he had not lost 

F 6 
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that taste for high life, which had obliged him 
to go so far to proct~re the means of continuing 
in it. 

~Irs. Irvin trembled for her dear charge, 
when she heard her parents' intention of return
ing~home., and of ,vbich sbe was informed but 
a few months previous to their coming.-Nirs. 
Stanley's letter was short, but it spoke of the 
style of living they meunt to adopt, and ex
pressed a pleasure in the thought of introducing. 
her daughters to the \vorld. 

Mrs. Irvin was sitting, with her sister's letter 
in her hand, contemplating the future destiny 
of her niece, for whom she felt an increased at 
t achment, and who was now become her beloved 
companion, assistant, and friend, as well as the 
·dearest object of her care; when Ellen, who . 
had visited the school that morning, entered the 
room.-She saw her aunt's anxious counten;rnce, • 
and earnestly asked the cause. l\-1rs. Irvin could 1 

scarcely refrain from tears.-" 0 my dear El-1 1 

len," said she, " I am going to. lose you !-a, 
letter from your mother-" ·, 

Ellen's affectionate heart immediate.Iv took ., 
the alarm.-" Are they ret~r.ning •?:' she ~~gerly. , 
enq"QirJ:!d. • , : 

Jt would-be difficult to clescribeher f~elipgson ; 
receiving Mrs. Irvin's ans~yer. , Fear .and hope.; .! 
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prevailed, though the latter was far less pre

dominant; particularly when she saw the grief 

her mmt could not conceal. 

There are times, when even the strongest 

minds feel it difficult to support an unexpected 

stroke. This may convince us, that in ourselves 

we are ever weak and frail creatureb . 

. Mrs. Irvin drew Ellen to her arms, and with 

tears in her eyes said, " How, my dt!ar, shall I 

part with you? you have been my companion 

for so many years!" 

Ellen's heart overflowed at these words ; and 

at that moment a sensibility, perhaps too much 

inclulged, seemed to prevail in each. 

-" And will be still," said she; '' what plea

sure shall I know, away from you? I know 

notbing of my parents; you are my more than 

mother, my dearest aunt; you have always 

treated me as your child; and I cannot leave you; 

it is my duty to stay with you; affection, gra

titude, every thing commands it: here, I have 

occupations which are serviceable; my parents 

do not want my company or assistance.-" 

She was going on in this strain so consonant 

wrth her present feelings, and laying out for her

self a line of duty contrary to that which her 

cooler judgment would have· allowed to be 

right; when Mrs. hvin, whose returning Iea-
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~son seemed to awaken her as from a dream, 

with one word, or rather look, broke the dclu~ 
swn. 

Ellci1 had ever been accustomed to watch her 

aunt's countenance, and there to read her opi

nion.-" I ha Ye been wrong," said she humbly. 

" \Ve have both been \Hong, my dear," re
p1ied Mrs. Irvin; " our natural feelings too 

nearly overcame us : alas f how often do they 

lead us into error! your duty is to comply with 
the wishes of your parents, and in this respect 

to obey their commands; mine, is t? submit to 

the disposal of PRoYJDE:'.'l'C.E at all times, and 

in all thing.s." 

'' And mine too," continued Ellen; " Go n 
will, I hope, enable us to do so; but, 0 my 

dear aunt, what a change sball I experience!'' 

" You have looked to the right Source of 

hope an<l assistance in it/' said l\lrs. Irvin. 

The letter was now read by Ellen, whose 

heart beat at the expressions her mother used 

when speaking of their future life, though not 

with pleasing expectations of its gaicties.-She 

was well convinced, that happiness, if at all in 

this life, was to be found in the service of our 

CREATOR, and in the daily discharge of do

mestic duty, rather than in the splendid walks 

of dissipation . 
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Mr. Herbert was soon informed of the un

portant event which awaited our heroine; and, 

like her aunt, he trembled for her, and felt re

gret at losing her society. He advised her not 

to depend too much on her present sincere de

termination to avoid every appearance of evil. 

'' vVe are safest," said he, " when we fear for 

ourselves; for then we are led to pray for 

greater strength than our own, and we are care

ful of our hearts, lest we forget on what ground 

we stanc.l.-Y ou have been used," continued he, 

" to think evGry moment of your time precious; 

you will not, therefore, if you can help it, suf

fer any to be misused; and though it may not 

always be in your power to employ it as you 

could wish, there are hours which you may un

doubtedly take to yourself: for instance, you 

have been accustomed to early rising; but the 

fashionable ladies, I am told, spend half the 

morning in bed :-you certainly may call this 

time your own, and, thanks to your aunt, you 

know bow to employ it." 

" But on Sundays," saiu Ellen, " what shall 

I do then? Here I spend them as I ought; but 

in town, I dare say I shall not go to church at 

a11.', 
" I hope you will, my dear,'' said this ex

cellent friend: " if you gain the affection of 

your parent-s, though they may not often go 
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thems_elves, I dare say they will not refuse yoqr ; 
having a servant to attend you there: and most. 

likely you will have an apartment of your own, : 
to which you may retire; and there, at Je~st, ._ 

you may continue those religious exercises to. 

which you have been accustomed." ., 
'' vVhat comfort you give me, my dear Si1: !'' 

said Ellen; " it will be a pleasure indeed, if. If 
can in any measure pursue the plan I have bee°:~ 

usid to." 

" But the places of fashionable amusement,"~ 
said Mrs. Irvin ; ~, the balls, the plays, ap~ 
the opera, .... must my Ellen attend all these?-, 
How will her own apartment · appear to her, 
after these ?" 

' 
" These are snares," replied Mr. He1 bert,, 

" to those who have only a superficial know
ledge of Religion, and its sublime enjoyments., 
They may, to our young adventurer, have the. 
charm of novelty, and perhaps for a while at-; 

tract her attention ; but in the hour of reflec:

tion, Ellen will see the vanity and foll_y, ~ot t°: 
say worse, of these things; Gnd her own expe

xience will convince 11er that our report con
~ern rng them is true. We shall often write,'~ 
con~: nuel he, with a smile, " and ask her. if 
she. <iGf.s not find it so." ... 

" J • d will you write to me yourself, Sir?" 
~aid ~ .le n, delighted with this hint; " how 

t 
l 
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proud I shall be to hear from you! and my aunt 

has promised to write every week, I think I 

sha11 be happy," added she, " l do not now 

seem to fear my removal so much as I <lid; in 

a little ti me I shall anticipate only good from 

it." 
"Remember, my dear," returned ~Ir. ller-

bert, " that good and evil are blended in this 

life: never expect one without the other; and 

forget not to apply to Y?ur Heavenly FATHER 

for support in both. It is not in the time of 

adver5ity alone, that we want His assistance; 

our greatest danger is in prosperity." 

Ellen thanked him for this caution.-" How 

often shall I need your friendly counsel," said 

she, " when l have left this place!" 

" I will give you one more motive for per

severing in the path of duty," resumed he, 

" and that the most powerful: Remember in 

what society you hope ·your dear departed sister 

is in ;-she, whom you best loved on earth; and , 

that, at her death, your only consolation was the 

thought of her happiness; and your earnest 

prayer was, that you might so follow her ex• 

ample_, as hereafter to share it with her !-She is 

taken from the trials you will probably have to 

encounter; but the same \V 1 s uo :\I which saw fit 

to take ·her, will guide you tlnough them. Re

member your highest hopes, my dear chi:lJ,'' 
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continued he with great seriousness; and let 
not the vain pleasures of the world draw you 
from their on]y sure foundation-Faith in 
CH HIST, and obedience to his commands!" 

Ellen's tears bore witness to the attention she 
paid to this solemn address; and though she 
was too much affected to make any answer, as 
soon as 1-f r. H crbert had left the house, she re
tired to l1cr room, and, on her knees, i•mplored 
the direction of the ALMIGHTY, and that Di
vine assistance he had so impressively encou-
raged her to ask. 

The succeeding weeks passed quickly away 
in the eyes of E11en; and it was soon known 
throughout the village that she was going to 
leave them. All its inhabitnnts expressed their 
regret when the unwelcome news was confirmed 
by herself: but she promised never to forget her 
old friends, and boped that she should at least 
spend a part of every summer with them. 

In a short time, the account of l\Jr. and l\Irs. 
Stnnlcy's arrival in England reached l\1ilwood, 
and Ellen knew not whether to smile or sigh, as 
she read in the papers of the large retinue they 
had brought with them, and that they had 
taken up their residence at l\tlr. Arnold's, till 
their own house in Grosvenor-square was ready 
for their reception. 
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The next day brought a letter from 1v1rs. 

SLanley to her sister, expressing her regret for 

the death of Anna, of which .rvirs. Arnold had 

jnformcd her, and hoping that, in the course of 

the next fortnight, she should have an oppor

tunity of thanking her in person, for the kind 

an<l affectionate care she had taken of her chil

dren; when she ,vould, with i1 r. Stan1cy, visit 

liilwood, for the purpose of receiving their 

remaining daughter from her bands; at which 

time, they hoped their own house would be 

ready to receive them on their return. 

All this Mrs. Irvin had expected to hear ; 

and she communicated the intelligence to Ellen 

with composure, which the affectionate girl 

tried to imitate. She proposed writing to her 

par.en ts, to welcome their arrival; and, after 

many letters begun, none of which she thought 

respectful enough, one was concluded and sent 

to the post-office. 

The next week, she could not help expect-

ing au an~wer, though her aunt endeavoured to 

make her think that the various occupations of 

her mother, and the many friends she would 

have to congratulate her on her return, together 

with the prospect of their early meeting, would 

prevent her ,,·riting; and she was obliged to 

satisfy herself "·ith these conjectures, as no 

answer arriYcd, and the fortnight was now 
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elapsed in which they ood appointed t◊ come. 
-EHcn employed herself every day in forming 
plans for her future conduct: she selected those 
books ~he had learnt most from, and had greatest 
pleasure in perusing, to take with her; and her 
music was examined again and again, not only 
to take what she herself approved, but what 
she thought her father and mother would like to. 
hear her 1,lay. She vi:,ited every hmise in the 
village; repeating her promise of remembering 
them when she was far away: and with !vJary 
Forbes she spent a little time almost every even• 
fog, in endeavouring to reconcile her to her 
loss ..... 

AT length, a servant of Mr. Stanley arrived, 
as the harbinger of their approach: and when 
J.iiartin came in to deliver the letter he had 
brought, she was nearly as much agitated as 
her young mistress.-" You cannot think what 
a fine livery he has, ~liss !'' said she, hardly 
knowing what she spoke; " would you like to 
see him? if you go to the window on the stairs, 
you may, as he comes from the stables; for 
John is gone there with him, to put his horse in." 

ElJen was going to reply; when Nirs. Irvin, 
having read the Jetter, gave it to her.-" They 
will be here to-night," said she; and speak-
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ing·tn' :\Iartin~ she ordered her to see that the
1 

best apartment was ·ready for their receptioq,. 

and that another bed wa's made up for M~ss 

Arnold, ·whom they were to bring with them. 

i 1Ial'tin left lhe room, and Ellen, with a 

trcmblihg voice, said; "They will be here ia 

Uvo or thn:e hours, I dare say.'' 

,i'·Yes, my de,fr," replie'd l\lrs. Irvin, " 'and 

you will, I hope, co~1pose yourself and beh~we ' 

as you ought.-· You see," continued she, "your' 

mother makes an apology fo1' not an~\vering· 

yom~ letter, ' and has brought ~1iss :Arno1J with 

her; thinking, ~as 'ai1 old • ac.:~uaiutaucc, you' 

would be glad to see her." 

" I want to see nobody," said Ellen; " I 

think I -never was ~o fri'ghtened in my 1ife':t,.,:_ 

and she burst into tears. ~Irs.1rvin felt for' her, · 

but she was not sorry to see 
1 
tl'iis effort of her 

agitation, as she hoped it would relieve ·and 

calm her mind: nor was she disappointed; in, 

a few moments, she dried lier eyes ;-" I will 
> 

not fear," said she, " why should l ?- In thn~e 

hours do you think they will be here:"' a<ldc<l 

she, as ·she walked to the window, anc.l then to 

the glass-It was a1most the first time in her 

- life that she had looked into it with any anxiety. 

-" I wonder how my parents would like to sec 

me dressed? said she; " I should not like to 
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appear Yery awkward in their eyes: but I know 
nothing of the fashion." 

11rs. Irvin advised her not to indu1ge these 

thoughts, but rather to sit down to her instru

inent, and endeavour to cheer her spirits by 

music. After playing a }ittle while, she ac

companied her aunt to the apartments prepared 

for their guests, and then retiring to her own, 

she once more implored the protection an<l as

sistance of THE AL11IGHTY, till, with a heart 

quite strengthened, she returned to her aunt, 

who rejoiced to see her brightened countenance, 

and they sn t reanimating each other, till they 

heard the sound of the caniage approaching 

the outer gate.-Ellen's colour changed, as she 

saw her father's sen·ant with her aunt's running 

to conduct them to the door. 
" It will soon be over,'' said she to herself; 

" in one minute, I ·shall see my parents!'' 

~lrs. Irvin went to meet them in the hall; 
out Ellen was unable to follow; she almost 

fainted, when she heard the voice of her mo
ther as she entered the house; and had not :i\J iss 
Arnold, who was curious to witness her feelings, 

come in to her, lrhile l\Irs. Irvin conducte<l 11r. 
and )lrs. Stanley to another parlour, she could 

not have recovered herself. 

' ['!1c appearance of J\Jiss Arnold seemed to 
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encourage her, and she returned her cold salute 

with real affection.-" This is very good of 

you,'' said she; " but where is my mother? I 

thought I heard her voice." 

" Come with me, my dear," said this now 

welcome guest; " I will intro<lnc:e you; she is 

impatient to see yon." 

Ellen attempted to move, and again panted 

for breath.-" I am so frightened," said she. 

" I can imagine your feelings," returned Miss 

Arnold: " but in<lee<l there is no caust! of fear; 

you will soon find your mother all you wish." 

" Ah!" thought E1lc11, " if. I con1<l !'' as 

she was hurried across the hall by her young 

friend, who, opening the door of tl1c room in 

which 1'1rs. Stanley was, said, " I have brought 

Ellen, l\Ia'am; she was so much alarmed and 

agitated, or she would haYe come before.'' 

The trembling girl lifted up her eyes as sh! 

entered behind her conductr~ss, an<l felt her 

courage revive on seeing her aunt's placid coun-

tenance. 
J\Irs. In·in tnrned to the lacly who sat ne~ t 

her, and ,...-hose eyes were fixed on Ellen:

" I-Iere, my dear sister, is your daughter," sai<l 

she; and mine a1so; for you must allow me to 

to call her so, I love her as such:" and, putting 

Ellen's hand into that of :Mrs. Stanley, she ad

ded, " let me share her love with you." 
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" At present," said J\-Irs. Stanley, "you have 
the largest claim to all: but I hopP," added she, 

drawing her agitated child towards her, '' I 
shall in future obtain it likewise." 

" 0 my dear motlier,'' said Ellen, sinkin~ 

on her knees before her, " that I may deserve · 
yours !"-was all she could say. 

ivI rs. Stanley seemE.<l affected, and raising her 

from the posture she was in, kissed her with 
emotion • 

. Mr. Stanley now entered ; and observing 

Ellen seated by her mother, he said, " Is this 
our daughter, Mrs. Irvin? Upon my ho11our, 
her appearance makes my absence from Eng

land seem long indeed! why she is quite a 

_young ,voman !'' and as Ellen rose to approach 

him, he met her ·with all the politeness of a 
man of fashion, though not with the aflection 
of a father; and taking her band, he put it to 
his lips, and led her ~gain to her scat. 

Ellen was astonishecl.-" Is this tl1c ,.,-ay all 
fathers meet their children ?" thought she ; 
"s,,1ely, mine takes me for some one ebc ;" 
:incl she looked at ber aunt to speak for her. 

1Irs. Jrvin felt hurt, and said, " Ellen re

cci\'cs you but coolly, irr. Stanley; but her 
actions at present ill accord with her heart; it 
is there, she \\ ishes to sliew you all the duty of 

a child." 
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·· I am not sure," returned .r.1r. Stanley," that 

-i shall wish to reccire it: to have such a great 

girl calling me father, would make me appear 

quite old: on the contrary, I assure you, your 

sister and myself are returned very young; the 

years we have spent abroad we do not mean to 

reckon iu our lives." 

.Again Ellen vrns surprised, as her father once 

more approached her, and added: " therefore, 

my dear child, JOU should have been but six or 

eight years old, au<l then, perhaps, I might 

lrnvc owned you: but as it is, I believe you must 

be ouly my younger ~istcr.-~f rs. Stanley, what 

say you lo this arrangement:" 

" A vcrv good l)lan " answered she· " for 
"' < ' ' 

upon my word, now 1 think uf it, I should be 

ashamed of my age, were I to introduce her as 

my daughter." 

" \Vhatcver I may be, in the eyes of the 

world, my clear l\Iadam," a11swcred Ellen, ga

thcriug courage; "I hope neither you, nor my 

dear father, "ill deny me the affection 1 may 

claim as your child: it shall be my endeavour to 

deserve it :-and indeed,'' added she, observing 

them smile, " I am not so very old, though I 

~m tall; consider how I h,wc been educated." 

" ,· cry true," returned 1lr. Stanley, who 

appeared pleased with what she had said; " I 

can sec you have not been brought very forward, 
G 
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and therefore I believe I may venture to salute 

you as my daughter, at least for the present.''

And with these words he kissed her cheek, and 

again led her to her seat. 

Thongh l\1r. Stanley's manner was not such 

as Mrs. Irvin could entirely approve, yet she 

was pleased to observe that he seemed satisfied 

,\ ith the appearance of Ellen, and was remark

a\Jly attenti\·e to her all the evening. 

On entering the other parlour, where tea and 

coffee had been ordered, l\liss Arnold, who had 

been a silent spectator to the above scene, ex

pressed great pleasure at beholding the instru

ment, " bcr old friend," as she termed it; and 

pJomised ~1r. an<l 1lrs. Stanley much satisfac

tion on hearing their daughter perform on it. 

After tea, I:llcn played some of her best 

pieces; anu both father and mother were agree- · 

ably surprised to find their expectations had 

not been too highly raised. 

The eYening pa. ::;ed off be tt er than iirs. Irvin 

supposed; and before they separated for the 

night, Ellen attended her mother to her apart

ment, and begged to introduce l\lartin to her. 

::.VIrs. Stanley receiYe<l this faithful servant of 

her children with some appearance of satisfac

t• on; and now for the first time thought of poor 

.Anna, whom she had left with Ellen under her 

car~. 

iO 



THL TWIN ST&TEHS. 123 

!\I artin could ha Ye talked for ever of her late 
charge; but Mrs. Stanley expressed herself fa
tigued ,rith her journey, and they soon left 
her. 

"Tlien they went to bed, l\Iiss Arnold de
sired Ellen would come with her into her room, 
where, with many cxpress;ons of regard, she 
asked her, " if she was not delighted with the 
thought of returning to town with them?
Don 't you n ish to know when l\1 r. and Mrs. 
Stanlcv talk of rroin°· ?" said she; '' they will .I ~ b 

not stay more than one day; they said so, on 
their journey : and indeed I was sure this stupid 
place would not suit them ;-forgive me, my 
dear, b11t now you are going from it, I may say 
so ;-we ::,hall soon shew you what life is." 

Ellen sighed, and said, " Only one day will 
they stay ? I hoped at least a week." 

." "'\Vby !JOit are to go with us, you knmv," 
answered l\Ii~s Arnold; " and to London! onJy 
think of that!" 

" I wish I could, with more pleasure than I 
<lo," answered Ellen ; " but this place has much 
greater charms for me ;-my sentiments are not 
changed since the summer you were here," ad
ded she with a smile; " you know then ] did 
not \Yish to lcaye it; and 1wro to go from my 
am1t seems ,vorse than ever!" 

G 2 
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Her _gay companion in vain endeavoured t5> 

ll]ake her think otherwise, and Ellen was glad 

to wish her good night, and retire to her own 

room, where she found her aunt waiting to have 

a little conversation with her, before she retired 

I, 

to rest. 
Ellen told be1; what she had heard, and her 

aunt confir111ed her fears by saying, :Wir. Stanley 

had mentioned the time of their return { but at 
the same moment she woulcl have remoye·<l thorn, 

Ellen looked as if she wished to ask, what was 

her opinion of the reception she had met with! 

a nd .Mrs. l n·i n tried to raise her hopes from 

it-'' You had no right to expect very wann 

affection in ) our parents," said she, " separated 

at such an c:nr1y age from them : but from ynur 

father I hope you ·will mf'rt with encouragement, 

;nd from your mother increased rc.gar<l :-I 

j oyfully observed your father's look of approba• 

t,on while yon wei-e playing, and presage great 

things from it; h(, "• ill not long think you too 

tall a 1d to0 eld to be his daughter, but •will be 

rirnud to ~all you so." 

Thus <lid this affectionate aunt endeavour to 

. ~·1ise the spirits of her clc>j 'ctcd niece, and after 

com,:iending her to the care of PRO\TD E~ c i::, 

.' ,ft her to herself. 
'l ~:! n,;:;t :::no-'1:nt:, t1wy 1,pent rnme .hours 
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te>gether before ,their yisitors arose, and .~t .E1-

;1e111.s earnest in treaty, she promised that if 11 r_. 

·und 1Hs. Stanley as~ed her, she wou1d ·accom

·pany them to town, and see her comfortably 

: s-cttled in her father's· house. 

This grant, so unexpectedly gained, quite 

··exnilarated Ellen's spirits, and she met her pa

, rents at breakfast ,vith a cheerful air of unre

. straint> and was able to talk of their future plans 

. with ple:-:tsurc4 
In the cour:;c of the day, l\frs. Stanley meu-

rioned that the succeeding one was fixed for 

their return, but if ~lrs. Irvin would a1low them 

the favour of her company, they would prolong 

. their stay till the following. morning. Ellen 

could n~t ·help. r.epeating their supplication: 

" Do, ~y dea.c aunt," said she, " pray do!" 

l " ~haf, are you so pa~heticaHy imploring, 

- my~ dc4r,''~ s~id her father, who had not been . 
attending .to .t}1cir conversation. 

The r.equest fqr l\1r~. Irvin's companf ;vas 

again~rep~ated, an<l he joined in the en'treaty : 

" For Ellen's sake, I know you will,'~ said he. 

This. was .a plea ~Irs. Irvin was not inclined to 

·· refuse; and, coming from him also,, it acted 

• with it:; fuH force :-she ga\·c her corisent, and 

the whole party expressed their pleasure. As 

. J for Ellen, she was delighted; it was ,,.. hat till 

G ~l 
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now, she had not thought of asking; anc.l, after 
having feared, that, the next cl,1_y, she must 
have been entire]} separated from her aunt, it 

• appeared as a reprieve from all that was terrible! 
She chatted with ~Iiss Arnold, sang her most 
lively airs, and her parents had 110 reason to 
complain thnt she was too serious. 

Arter dinner, l\1rs. Stanley brought into the 
room several handsome presents, the prc,du~e 
of the Indies, of which she begged her sister's 
acceptance; nor was .l\1 artin forgotten in the 
distribution. 

As it was a very fine e~·ening, Ellen per
suaded her parents and :Miss Arnold to take a 
little walk ; and though she did not lead them 
into the village, several of the poor peop1e, on 
hearing of their approach, gathered together in 
the road to see Miss Ellen's " fine company," 
as they were cc11led. 

On their return to the house, they found :\fr. 
Herbert, who had been for some days absent 
from :.Milwood, and, on his coming home, has
tened to hear if his young friend had yet left 
it. i\frs. Irvin made him promise to stay the 
remainder of the evening; and on her sister's 
entrance, introduced this worthy man, as one of 
their first friends. Mrs. Stanley received him 
wit!1 a col<l civility, nud, while she recollectecl 
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his kindness to her in her ear1y youth, endea

voured to express a pleasure she did not feel at 

again seeing him. 
This evening and the next day passed off but 

heavily to the London party; while Ellen, early 

in the morning, walked to the village, to bid 

adieu to all her humble friends; and leavin~ '--

them with tears in their eyes, she repeated her 

former promises of remembrance. 

~Iartin, that day, had full employment in 

putting up her's and her aunt's clothes, with 

all that Ellen had desired might .be sent after 

her, and she thought of the next morning with 

less apprehension than she could have imagined. 

G 4 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

, l 

" Still as thrc.:u~h life's perplexing maze I stray, 
" Bo thou the guiding star to mark my ,vay ! 

d 

I! 
" .Conduct the st~ps of my unguar<lecl youth, . . ,.1 ) 
" And point thei.r motions to the paths of Truth." 

. E. CARTER, 

r 

A BOUT nine o'clock the ne..xt morning, the 
whole party were in l\Ir. Stanley's travelling
coach, and arrived in London before the close 
of the ·evening. 

Ellen was astonished at the magnificence of 
the streets through which they passed. The
carriage stopped at a large house in Grosvenor
square; wliien they alighted, and wc1e shew11 
into a, : Yery handsome drawing-rooni, where 
they .found-the other ":\Jiss •A mold waiting tbe~11 

arri:.v(l.b She "v'clcou.1ed l\Jrs .. Irvin and EHt:irr 
ucirar:great corctia]i.ty, and particula11l.v cotigru! 
ttt!.ufulH.tht: .]a~tcr on lrnr .cufuiicJpation from: 1.lie 
c;ountry. .:, ~ .., ·.1 

.- Tl~s trn~ning all ,Yns hurry nnd confo i n; 
and"Jfr . .;. Irvi11 ~wc1s glad to 1'c tire, cariy',titiPh('.,t 
IllCCC. .. ,, 
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\Vhen they were alone, each seemed uncom

fortable thouo-h both were unwilling to assign 
' ::, 

the cause of their uneasine~s, and the fatigue 

of their journey :served as an excuse for their 

silence. 
The next morning the bustle in the house 

was still greater. Mr. Stanley found many 

things which he had ordered for his own ac

commodation, not done; this put liim out ,of 

humour, and the servants were flying for the 

workmen to come and receive his orders. His 

lady was a11 the morning in her dressing-room, 

directing her maid how .she should ornament 

her table and glass, and seeing her clothes laid 

smooth in her wardrobe. 

Ellen also had her things brought to h~~ 

apartment; but she felt no inclination to ar

range them.-" It will be an amusement to mq 

some time hence," said she; and her mind re; 

verted to the day her aunt would leave her, 

though she feared to trust her voice to mention 

it: and the intervening time from breakfast to 

dinner l\I rs. Irvin spent with her in endcllvour

i!]g to read and recal some of those antidotes to 

anxiety, which they had formerly found effica

cious; nor were they now unsuccessful. 

At dinner, they met their frien<ls with placid 

looks, which only served to increase the cha

<, 6 
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gr.in of 11r. and l\Irs. Stanley, ,vho had just 
been disappointed of ::\Ir. ancl 1irs. Arnol<l's 
company to dinner; and this was enough to 
discompose them for the rest of the day. At a 
loss for amusement in themselves, they had 
ever been accustomed to luok to others for a 
supply. 

'' "'\Vhat shall we <lo with ourseh-es all the 
evening?" said lvf rs. Stanley: " if it were not 
so warm, we \voul<l go to the Theatre; and yet 
I should not like to make my appearance there, 
till I had first received the visits of my ac
quaintance.'' 

" Such living as this is dreadful," interrupted 
Mr. Stanley, who bad been lounging in his 
chair, inattentive to all around him.-" I beg 
your pardon, Mrs. Irvin; but I cannot think 
how yuu have been able to live so much alone." 

" I never could have spent my time so much 
to my satisfaction," answered she, " without 
this dear girl, and books, and music; with 
these, the time never appeared tedious." 

Ellen, at the mention of music, ventured to 
speak; observing she had seen an instrument in 
~hr other room.-" I hope I shall be able to 
amuse you after tea, my dear father," added 

she. 
" Oh!'' sai<l l\tlrs. Stanley, "we cannot have 

music all day long: besides, one performer is 

a 

:n 
p 
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scarcely worth hearing; you must learn to play 

in concert, and then perhaps you may amuse 

us for half an hour." 

This appeared so much like a reproof to £] .. 

len, that she remained silent and hurt; but Mrs. 

Irvin, ever wishing to div~rt her thoughts from 

this suhject, mentioned books to her sister.

" Don't you find them an agreeable substitute -

for company?" asked she. 

" I don't know,'' answered Mrs. Stanley; " I 

think they are all alike; and then it is so much 

trouble to choose which I should like; and 

when I have read, I find so little amusement 

from it, that I seldom take a book in :my hand:· 

but the newspapers are interesting enough; I 

sometimes read them." 

" Ah, the newspapers," said Mr. Stanley, 

starting up, and ringing the bell; " I never 

thought of them: I ordered one to be brought 

here every day; I wonder if there are any in 

the house?'' 
On the servant's appearing, he was answered, 

" none had been brought;'' which produced 

another storm in his countenance, and the man 

was dispa_tched to procure one immediately. 

By this time, tea was ordered in another room; 

after which, Ellen was desired to try the instru

ment; as it was a new one, and the maker had 

promised to change it if not approved of. 

G 6 
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She was deligb ted with its tones, though sorry 
to observe it could not remove the gloom of hei 
father, or the languor of her mother, who, after 
the contents of the newspaper had been dis
cussed, were again at a loss for conversation. 
Something was said in the paper, of the con
tents of a valuable library to be solJ; and thi:3 
reminded J\1r. Stanley of having-· one of his 
rooms fitted up in this style. 

-" If it is the fashion," saicl 11rs. Stanley/! I 
suppose we must have one; thougn I heartily 
hope, after a few days, when our friends know 
of our being in town, we. shall be so much en
gaged, as not to have any tim'e for reading, · or 
any thing else but dressing and visiting.'~ ..j 

The evening passed off heavily, an<l the wlaole 
party retired early, determined, if possible, not 

· to spend another day in tbis •manncr. . 
.. 

! '• · I 'I' wol1l<l be endless tb rrcapitul<ite all the 
., , 1isitors, that, in the course of the week, ·:left 

,their cnrds ·nt the door of Mrs. Stanley; 01' of 
b all the mantua-~akers, fancy.dress-makers;.and 

:milliners, that. were employed to rnod~nize 
poor Ellen, and " to make her (in dre!S at 
least,) a little more like other prople t:'--Jthis 

· was Mrs. Stanley's kind expression, when1shc 
introduced these fantastical foppcri.es to , her 
daughter's notice, and who was much ·dis.-
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pleased at her not appenring extremely delighted 

at being made the object of their at ten ti on. 

" Oh, dear iia'am," said one, " ~Iiss Stan

ley requires very little to make her appearance 

suitable to her rank!" 
" I think," says another, " there is a great 

similarity between ~1iss Stanley and Lady Anne 

Forester, who is just come out this Spring:. I 

made such a charming robe for her ladyship 

but last week! if you like, Ma'am, I could, 

with. a few a1terations, make such a one for 

·.•, i1iss Stanley; it is very becoming." 

Ellen bore very little part in these consulta

tions, nor could she appear so much pleased as 

she wished to be, when she thought herself ob

. ligcd to her . mother for thus endeavouring to 

· improve her; though she could not help think

ing the money she was thus expending might 

have been better bestowed: 

·, ' The letters that Mrs. Irvin received from Mil

'· 'wood,. seemed to indicate that her presence was 

, J w.aQted. there, and she thought she could , per

.,., ceive that :neither .11r. nor i\lrs. Stanlt!y' would 

> •• Icgret· her leaving them; yet the imploring 

• looks of Ellen; whenever her departure was:meu

tioned, had hitherto prevented her fixtng ,any 

, , time for it; till, at the end of a foll month, 

1 she declare~ she must name the day for .her re-

.Ji urn, and nothing must prevent it. : <. ,' 



IS4 THE TWIN SISTERS. 

Ellen heard her determination with a heavy 
countenance, and once had thoughts of asking 
to go with her; but the recollection of all her 
aunt had said of her duty to her parents checked 
these suggestions; and, throwing her arms round 
the neck of this dear and valued fricnJ, she pro
mised not to repine.-" But you will write to 
me?" said she; " promise me again and again, 
my dear aunt; and if you should be il1, or at 
any time want my assistance in what I know 
to be of far more consequence than the vain pur
suits I must shortly follow, do not deny me the 
pleasure of again living with you at 1\1ilwoo<l." 

1'-frs. Irvin returned an affectionate answer; 
and after having received from Ellen a promise 
of writing to her every thought of her heart, 
and from Mr. and ~lrs. Stanley many unmean
ing speeches of the pleasure her company had 
afforded them, and regret at her departure, she 
got into a postchaise, without trusting herself 
to take a particular farewell of her niece, who 
silently attended her, with her father, to the 
door: and when, for the last time, she lookC'd 
at her aunt, tbe eyes of each were filled with 
tears, as Mrs. Irvin fondly repeated, " Goo 
bless you, my dear, dear Ellen!'' .... 

As soon as the cha· se droyc from the door, 
the sorrowing girl flew to her own room, where . 
without perceiving the maid, whom her mother 
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had, a few days before, hired to attend upon her, 

she threw herself into a chair, and burst in to 

tears. The young womc!,n appeared astonished, 

and, with great civility, asked if she was unwell, 

or " if she could bring her any thing r" 
" 0 no" said Ellen still weepino · " I have 

' ' o, 
lost my best friend! my aunt is gone! But do 

not tell l\lamma how sorry I am; and yet," 

added she hesitating, " there is nothing wrong 

in it; a~cl if there was, she would not be <lis

p leased.'' 
" Dear me, no, miss," said the maid ; "your 

:Mamma, I am sure, cannot be angry; it is very 

natural to cry when we part from friends ; and 

I darn say, the lady that is just gone is more 

natural to yon than your own mother; for I 

think I have heard, that you have lived with 

her ever since JOU were born, and never saw 

vour l\ilamma till now . ., 
Ellen began to reco1lect herself, and, fraring 

to speak much on this subject, and to a sc ·\ant 

likewise, slightly answered, " It was true; she 

had left her parents so early, that they were al

mos.t strangers to her when they met; and hav

ing lived with her aunt for so many years, she 

could not help feeling a great deal at her depar

ture: an<l thanking her for her attention, she 

dried her eyes, and ,vent to seek her mother. 

She found her v.ery busily engaged with her 
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~wn maid, in looking for a convenient place to 
deposit more hats and caps, which were just 
brought from the milliner's; and seejng Elle.n., 
she told her she intended taking her tha"t cven:
ing to one of the public gardens, and desircc.l 
her, therefore, to consult her servant (who, she . . 
had been assnred, possessed great taste in dress,) 
on what she should wear.-" Now your aunt 

J, 

is gone," continued she, " I suppose you "·ill 
want something to console you for her loss; an~ 

there you will hear some beautiful music, and 
see some fine fireworks; are not you pleased 
with the thought of it?'' said she rather has
tily, observing that Ellen still looked melan
choly. 

" Yes, iramma," replied the frighted . gid, 
" I shall like it very much; but shall we not 
see a great <leal of company ?" 

" To be sure we shall,'' rep1iecl ~Irs. Stcln
Jey, " .or I assure you I would not go : but )~91;1 
ne.cd not be alarmed; I can venture to say no 
one will speak or look at you; go alopg, child, 
atid consider what you shall wear.'' . 

. Ellen heartily hoped her mother's prediction. 
,. a l_. • 

would pr~.v~ true ; and returning tQ her owp, 
room, ,vbich she now found cm pty, she .. wa.3. 
~ .il~ing to indulge herself with a littfo reading; . 

au<:! t!1<:1~efore determined to delay the importa7.1t_ 
consultation tili'nearer dinner. 
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'"·,vhen she had composed her mim1 with a. 

f~vourite author, she rang the bell, and on -her 

servant's attending, she told her ,vhat her mo

tlier had desired; and as Ellen was not very 

particular as to what she should ~.vear, so it was 

not what she called '' very fine indeed," her 

choice was soon made, and she went to the din

ing room' ,vith a determination to be pleased 

with her mother's proposal, and to anticipate 

only pleasure from the evening's entertainment• 

~fr. Stanley dined ont that day; but they 

,Vere to go in J\Jr. and l\frs. Arnold's party, 

and several gentle111en with them. 

~ As tlrs. Stanley had not yet given up the 

idea of being admireJ, she was not displeased 

at hearing Ellen had chosen a dress which gave 

lier more the appearance of a child than she· 

really was. 
h was late in the e,,..ening before the carriage 

~a.S\ ordered ; . and Ellen followed her mother 

irl o\ i·t, with a disposition half afraid and half 

plca-scd; and as they drove to the ent1·a11ce of 

the gardens, she could not tell what were her 

~--pcct~fions: She thought of her aunt's' afri

' al at ~lihvood; whrch she supposed,, as abont 

tl1is time; bl1t soon the caniage slopped, adcr 

5tm ·was' awalfoncd front her revcri<>, when she 

stt,t/l\lr. Arno1d. at the door of it, ready to ha.nd 
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her out. Her mind was all confusion, and she 
was hurried along, without kno,ving where she 
was, or whom she followed. 

They soon reached their party, and immedi
a.tel y the l\Iiss Arnolds seize<l her arm, and 
began enquiring, -if she was not delighted? A 
box had been procured for them near the or
chestra; and when the music began, Ellen 
wished for no other amusement. 

Her young companions, who were much more 
gaily dressed than herself~ when they had hear<l 
all her observations on the illumination and 
ornaments of the place, were very willing to 
resign her whole attention to the band, while 
theirs was more agreeably engrossed by the con
versation of the gentlemen who attended them; 
and they silently exulted over Ellen, that they 
received more attention than herself, while she 
felt contented to remain unnoticed, if, without 
interruption, she might atteod to what she 
thought much better worth hearing. 

Mrs. Stanley paid little attention to her daugh
ter; for, like the l\1iss Arnolds, she too was en
gaged in conversation with a gentlem~n; and 
Ellen began to think, if this was going into 
public, she should not so much mind it:-" I 
can sit very quietly here," thought she, " and 
be very Qgrecnbly entertained; and it is amusing 
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nough to see the company ,valking about; 

nay, I don't think my aunt would dislike this; 

-I wish she was here!" 

But it was n0t long the rest of the party were 

inclined to sit; and :Mrs. Arnold proposed wa1k

in~ through the gardens.-" Besides, the fire

works are soon to begin," said she; '' and we 

shall not get a goo<l situation to see them." 

This was not what Ellen ·wished; but she 

stood up with the others, and when no one of

fered her an arm, she remained distress;e<l and 

confused. She looked first at her mother, but 

her eye ,vas never cast on her; then at the Miss 

Arnolds, but they were laughing very loud at 

something their companion had said: and had" 

not their father, with some good-nature towards 

Ellen, reminded them of her, she would have 

been totally disregarded. 

The youngest now addressed some conversa

tion to h( r, and putting her arm within hers, 

they followeJ the company through some very 

pretty walks, with which Ellen expressed her

self much pleased. 

• 1\Ir . .Arnold joined his daughter an<l Ellen, 

and conducted them to the spot whence they 

"ere to see the fire-works; with which Ellen 

was equally astonished and pleased ; and on 

,the whole, the evening v,as more agreeable than 

she expcctccl. 
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1 As she returned home ,vith her motlier, she: 

thanked her for the entert'a1nmeht she had re

ceived; but the lateness of the liour, _and the 

confusion of the comprrny she had been in, were 
• r 

so new to hei·, tliit she felt quite fatigued, and 
retired to her own apartment as soon as they 
alighted. 

Tbere her ma1d attended to un<lr€ss her ; but 
Ellen, unable to answer all her enquiries, of how 
she had been entertained, and ,vhat she had 

seen? soon dismissed her; and having recom

mended herself to the AL:\IlGHTY, she got·-in'to 

bed; but toe hurry and bustle she had been ·so 

unaccustomed to, prevented he.r sleeping for 

many hours after she was there. This made her 

later in the morning; an<l she found reason to 

regret the last night's plea3ure, as it prevented 

her pursuing her usuhl plan of reading and 
' writing before the breakfast hour. 

She now received lessons of music and da;13c

ing from the most eminent masters; and l\1r. 

Stanley seemed interested in her improvement in 
these accomplishments. In the former, her tia

tive taste soon made her excel; and as- she found 

her father pleased with her attention to it, she 

endeavoured to gain more courage as a perform 4 

er, and it was not long before she conquered the 
diffidence she at first felt when she attempted to 

sing and play before any company. 
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TnE summer was now far advanced; and as 

most of the fashionable world were leaving the 

town for a fow weeks, 1VIrs. Stanley aLso wished 

to visit the country for that time. 

Ellen thought of J\tlilwood; but her hopes 

~i,•ere soon check~d by the mention of Brighton, 

or Tunbridge ,v ells, or some other place of gay 

resort; the latter was fixed on, a honsc taken, 

;ind the whole family removed there for a month 

qr six weeks. 
llere Ellen bad the unexpected pleasure of 

meeting with her good friend ·1,J r. Herbert, 

whose health obliged him to leave the duties of 

• his parish for a short time; and in his society, , 

1 
and reading the exce1lent and affectionate letters 

( he often. recci\·e<l from .her aunt, s\ic found 

!. 1nore pleasure thau in all the gay. as5emblics 

~> whi<;h she attended with lier mother. 

The unaffected simplicity of her manners 

gained her notice and admirntion, whil.!h, in 

those who could engage her in any conversation 

beyond. the trifling pursuits of the <lay, was 

, generally encrcased to C'stecm. Thi~, with the 

!.. splendid appearance of her father's equipage, 

u1a<le her acquaintance more and 1~10re sought 

fol'; but, happily for Ellen, the excellent inst1:uc

tions she had received were t~o dcep1y engravcn 

: ! Qn ~1er mind, to suffer the compliments that 

were so ot\~n _oai~l her to l!}akc any la~tir)~ irn.-
' . ' 

l (\ .,. 
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pression : and though, for a time, she seemed 
pleased with what she heard, the satisfaction 
was but transient; and when retired witliin her
self, " tbe world shut Ol:lt,'' she would blush 
at the recollection of the unmeaning discourse 
she had listened to. 

These were not her feelings yvhen at ::\lilwoo<l, 
nor at Tunbridge, when she could gain per
mission to walk out with l\lr. f-Ierbert, who 
often called on her for that pl:lrpose; and then, 
as it was his invariable custom, to search for 
objects of charity and comp,1ssion, on whom he 
could bestow, at least, the comfort of commise
ration, and oftentimes rclieYe the wounded 
mind, bending under the ,veight of misery, 
,vhich mortal nature, unsupported by religion, 
would too probaLly sink under. Ellen's heart 
rejoiced in the opportunity of rclieYing their 
temporal ,vants, as her father's liberality had 
put it in her power. 

There was also a very agreeable family, with 
whom ~Ir. Herbert became acquainted, and 
whom the ill health of one of the daughters had . 
brought to this place. 

In her ,valks with this good man, EJlcn hacl 
often met and joined them, though in the places 
of public resort, she had seen none of the family 
except the young men, who there bowed to her 
at a distance, but, discouraged by the super-
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cilious looks of lVfrs. Stanley, had not ventured 

to address her as an acquaintance. ,Yith every 

part of this family, Ellen was much pleased, 

and she was glad to hear they intended buying 

a house in the neighbourhood of l\Iilwood. 

THK round of company, and the late hours 

Ellen was now obliged to conform to, soon de

prived her of that look of health for ,Yhich she 

had formerly been both admired and envied: 

she became pale and dejected, and looke<l, like 

all other fashionable ladies, ,, hen not supp1ied 

by the roses of art, quite "·om out in tl1e pur

suit of pleasure: but her mother appeared more 

attached to her, and her father was delighted to 

observe the admiration she genera1ly attracted. 

It was one evening, that she felt herself more 

than usually unwell, that she begged to be ex

cused from attending the theatre; and though 

her mother fcare<l the being so long alone would 

hurt her spirits, after many entreaties and as

surances to the contrary, she co1nplied, and 

Ellen was left to enjoy the e,·cning as she liked. 

She only feared it ,vould be too short; and on 

1'lrs. Stanley's return, she was so far fre m-find

ing her complaining of the tediousness of the 

time, that she appeared surprised to see her so 

soon. For one moment, l\'Ir:3 .. :tanlcy wished to 

obtain this valuable knowledge of thus spending 
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a few hours quite to herself without being en

tirely devoured by the spleen; but she recol

lected, her health and fortune were both such as 

would allow her to partake of every public 

amusement, and she need not study for solitary 

ones, since shew ?-s determined ne,·er to be alone; 

yet she congratul:J.ted her daughter on being so 

wclJ able to amuse herself when deprived of ' 

every other resource.-" But "·hy had you not 

sent for a novel," said she, on taking up one of 

the books Ellen had chosen for the evening, an<l 

which was on a serious subject; "would it not 

have been a better com pan ion tl1an this?" 

Ellen answered, with great good-humour; 

"not in my opinion, m:: dear mother; since 
this book speaks truth, which nm·els never clo." 

~Irs. Stanley remarked, " she had some very 

odd notions ;" and then proceeded to give her 

an account of the pby, and the company she 

had seen; all of ,rhich Ellen endeavoured to 

appear interested in. 
The next morning, she went with her mo

ther to one of the Public Libraries, where, at her 

desire, she had before put her name, with tliat 

of ~J rs. Stanley, to a raffle. Two or three gen
tlemen were reading the list of the names of the 

subscribers; and theirs were repeated among 

the rest. 

" \Yho are the Stanley's?'' said one of these , 
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fashionable l<)Ungers, who either did not know 
thc•y were in tbc shop, or pretended to be ig
norant of it. 

.Another ans\rcrcd, they were " rich N' abobs 
just come from the East." 

" They have one daught~r," added another: 
(Ellen frlt her curio:,ity excited, and her colour 
rise, as they cominuc<l :) " but I hear she is no
thing at all, neither haudsome nor accomplished, 
but very awk,rar<l." 

" Sure," thought Ellen, " I ought not to be 
uwrtified at this; I dare say it is tbe truth, 
though I have lately heard so much to the con
trary." 

Her reflections were interrupted ,by her mo
ther's taking her arm, and walki.ng out of the 
shop. As she had been speaking to one of the 
persons in it, she '1-md not heard ,rhat liad given 
Ellen this uneasiness, and therefore wondered 
at her silence. 

As they passc!d the window, attended by their 
footman, one of the gentlemen exclaimed, "Ah, 
that's the Stanley's livery;" and a loud laugh 
ensued, which still rung in Ellen's cars, when 
far away from the place in ,vliich she had heard 
it. 

" "\Yhat is the matter with you, child?" said 
lvirs. Stanley; " you seem quite stupid." 1'~llen 
knew not ,vhethcr she should tell her mother the 

H 
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mortificat10n she had recei vcd, or not; vvhen 

they were joined by another party, and she. lost 

the opportunity; and as no conversation was 

particularly addressed to her, she continued to 

ruminate on it, till she was angry with herself 

at feeling it' as such. 
" Have I not acknowledged it to be truth," 

said she, " and why should I be so displeased 

at it? Unknown to myself, I ha\'e contracted 

a love of admiration; l already begin to look 

for praise, and to be hurt if I don't rcceiYe it:"

and at night she took herself severely to task for 

allowing it to have this effect. She saw, from 

this incident, the necessity of increased ,vatch

fulness over her own heart, and cletennine<l to 

use a greater strictness and attention tu things 

of more consequence than either her accomplish

ments or appearance. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

" Retai1• the sweet simplicity of youth, 

" Aud all thy virtue dictates, <lare to do.'' 

0 N their return to town, 1\f r. Stanley entered 

into a society of gentlemen, to ,vhom he had 

been introduced at Tunbridge, who were ama

teurs in music; and he became one likewise, or, 

at lea~t, so he fancied himself; for, though a 

very indifferent performer on whatever instru

ment he attcrn ptccl, he now exprcsserl quite an 

enthusiastic fondness for it. 11 is house was filled 

with instruments of every kind, and both pri

vate and public performers frequented it. 

Ellen's natural lore of music made her enter 

into all her father's proposals of this sort: and 

she \YUS soon one of the first performers on the 

harp and piano at all their private concerts. 

Several ladies, as well as herself, attendccl, ancl 

a-;sisted at these entertainments ; l,ut for a long 

time Ellen bore the belle, as possessing most 

taste, and the finest voice. 

)Ir. Stanley was delighted to hear her praises; 

and in return, he more readily agreed to her de• 

H 2 



.148 THE TWIN SIS'l'EltS. 

sire of relieving the poor, when she nmv and 
then ventured to mention to him some of those 
objects whic.:h, through the intervention of her 
maid, were made known to her. 

It was now very much the fashion to make 
musical parties on Sunday evening; and it was 
a source of uneasiness to Ellen, lest she should 
be obliged to attend them. Her inclination 
never led her that way, and her parents, on 
account of not thinking her quite well, would 
allow her to do as she pleased ; though they 
rather chose to attribute her refusal to the above 
cause, than to the serious hints she would some
times give of the impropriety of such entertain
ments on so sacred a day. 

It was but once that she was called upon to 
give a decided preference of duty towards Gon. 
rather than her parents, on such an occasion.-
1\fr. Stanley had mac.le a party at home on tbat 
day; and Ellen (considering that if she once, 
with a wi~I1 of obliging him, so far complied 
with his desire as to be one of the performers, it 
would be leading to the same again, from which, 
after once eng:i.ging in it, it \Yould be more dif
ficult to recede) summoned all her resolution, 
and positi\·ely refused to join the party. Her 
request to be excused produced, for some time, 
a violent altercation with both her parents.
~, 1'Vhat can we say for you?" said :VIrs. Stan• 
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lev · " vou are not ill to-day· vou went to 
., ' J ' ., 

church in the morning; and if you are well 

enough _for that, you are able to spend the 
. . " e·fernng m company. 

" No, said Ellen, " I am not ill, but my 

having been to clrnrd1, my dear mother, is one 

reason why I cannot join the party in the even-

. " rng. 
" vVhat notions are these?'' exclaimed Mrs. 

Stanley; " in<lced you make me quite angry; 

what harm do you think will happen to yon 

from hearing a little music on a Sunday even

in er ?" 
b 

" It is more than a little, dear mamma," re-

plied Ellen ; " and seeing a great deal of com

pany; but I wish not to dispute with you: I 

cannot, indeed I cannot, enter into it: consider 

how I have been ~educated; and my own judg

ment, as well as the opinion. of those to ·whose 

care you entrusted me in my chil<lhood, are 

against it; but, above all," added she, " with 

uncommon seriousness, " the commands of 

Goo absolutely forbid it." 

~rs. Stanley was extremely angry, an<l left 

the room, saying, she was " very impertinent, 

and only pretended to more goodness than any 

body else.'' 

\Vheu they met at dinner, Ellen bad to en 

11 3 

,, 
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counter the angry 1oohs of h~r mother, and tl1e 
~evere displeasure of .i\Jr .. Stanley, who bad 
been informed of Ellen's ,, bimsical dislike of 
Joining the party in the evening, " because she 
thought it very wicked.'' This was l\Irs. Star
ley's way of expressing her daughter's just an<l 
proper refusal : and again she had tlie <lithcult 
task of assigniug the cause of it. Iler reasons 
·for so doing were more offensive to her parents 
than her refusal, as, tlioug-h they liked n9t to 
acknowledge it even to themselves, something 
within told them, Ellen might be right; and if 
she was so, her steadiness in adhering to it must 
be commendable. 

They each commanded her to go to her own 
apartment, and agreed to attribute her absence 
from the company to a violent headach. 

Ellen passed the evening qui tc alone ; not so 
comfortably as she -rrnuld haYe done had not 
this affair happened, but still with such a corr
sciousness of haviug acted right, that she felt, 
were it to do over again, she would not alter 
her conduct. 

The next morning she was all attention to her 
parents; nothing was said of the past evening, 
till Nfr. Stanley produced some new music lie 
had bespoke the week before, and which was 
just brought home. Ellen expressed herself, 

\ 
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with great sincerity, extremely obliged to him, 

and· promised to use great diligence in practising 

and learning it perfectly. 

" "\Vill yon r'' said 1Ir. Stanley, whose 

good-nature -soon made him forget the violent 

heat his uncontro1led passions often put him 

in: " there's a good girl; \\'e'll have it the 

next musical party ; and it shan't be on a Sun-

day.~' 
" Thank you, my dear father," answered 

Ellen, whose heart quite melted at this con

descension ; " I assure you, you shall not have 

to complain of my want of attention to any 

wish of yours .... that is not inconsistent with a 

still greater duty," adder\ she, with hesitation; 

and she turned to her mother, to exhibit the 

music- books with increased pleasure.-" "\Vas 

it not good of my father, Madam," added she, 

:to order them as soon as they were published, 

and without saying any thing to me?" : 

" I don't know," answered l\I rs_. Stanley, 

riot quite pleased with this early reconciliation; 

" I think your father and you are music.-mad. 

I had rather Iflay at cards at any time; though 

last night it was ,·cry well, as I find card-play

ing is forbidden on a Sunday. and I don't wi h. 

to do any thing improper any more than yom·-

self." 
ll 4 
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· Ellen saw the temper ofher mother, and made 
no answer~ and the newspaper, which was al
ways part of the breakfast equipage, supplied 
the deficiency of farther conversation. 

Anwng all her young acquaintance, which 
was very large, Ellen found uone particularly 
suited to her, or that ·could in any degree sup
l)ly the place of her beloved sister. In her most 
serious moments, the recollection of the hap
piness to which she fondly hoped her lamented 
Anna was removed, and the affection she sti]J 
retained for her memory, wonld make he1: more 
earnest in her pr:.iycrs to be kept from the 
snares of the ·wo:vld, as not to forfeit her hopes 
of hereafter partaking it with her. All the 
good resolutions she had formed when mourning 
for her death, returned with double force; and 
when, through the various ellgagemcnrs she was 
obliged to enter into, she found her affections 
weaned from Heaven, and heavenly things, she 
would bless Gon for thus reca1li11g them to lier 
mind, and pray fur increase of grace to pursue 
them. 

In compliance lrith her father's wishes, more 
of her time was spent nL the piano than she 
thought quite right, and, by her earnest appli_cu
tion, she was soon mistress of the new music 
he hacl prc-:cnted her with ; a: 1<l, ns i\lr. .___, tnuley 

, 
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was desirous that others also should witness he1 

perfection in it, a musical party was invi~ed, in 

which Ellen was tl~e chief performer, and met 

with the greatest applause. Her heart was 

scarcely proof against this, especially when she 

saw both her father and mother delighted with 

the encomiums bestowed on her, and she ex

perienced the truth of an observation made by 

the wisest of men, that " it is more difficult to 

bear praise tl1an censure." She heard of nothing 

through the room, or even when she had left it, 

but the excellence of her performance; for, her 

maid had heard enough from the servants below, 

(who are generally retailers of their master's opi

nion) to be ready a1so to offer her compliments 

on this great occasion; and Ellen was conscious 

that she took too m'l1ch pleasure in hearing 

them. 
The next moi-ning her senses were a little 

returned; but still she felt more pleasure in 

touching her instrument again, and recollecting 

the praises she had received, than in any thing 

else. Ko book pleased her like her music-book: 

but it was not long she could remain so unlike 

herself; and a letter from her aunt soon recalled 

her thoughts to their usual turn. 

It was thus poor E11cn felt the evils of a situ

ation, in which many of my young readers 

n 5 
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might possibly suppose no evil could arise; but 

as she advanced in life, she more evidently 

saw the pride, envy, and detraction, which 

a love of pleasure and admiration insensibly 

lead to. 
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CHAPTER X. 

" Plrasnre is deaf, when told of fnturc pain; 

" And sounds prophetic arc too rongh to suit 

" Ears, long a-c.:nstom'd to the pleasing lnt<> ." 
COWPER. 

MR. Stanley's whole attention ,vas now be

come so engrossed with music) that he was sel

dom engaged in any other way; and his wife 

found cards and dress cqna11y attracti\'e; they 

became qnitc a fash ional>lc couple, were hardly 

ever seen togC'ther, and neYcr in public at the 

same place. \Yhile her mornings were folly· 

occupied in fancying ornaments for the evening, 

his were emp1oyed in looking over music, lis

tening to the opinion of those he thought the 

best judges of whatever came out nc\Y, and tak

ing every opportunity of making himself known, 

as a patron of a11 who wi:;hed to bring forward 

any new piece, or to raise their characters as 

public performers. 

Ellen, though she wa:=: sensible that neither 

her father's uor mother's 11ursuit could, in tlw 

Rnd, produce the happinrss tlwy wished, yPt felt 

l,.l (, 
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unable to prcYent it, and therefore continued to 
walk tlie same round, endcaYouring to please 
both; and ,Yhcn she found herself gradually 
rising in the affections of her father, she ,roulc.l 
indulge a hope that she might hereafter lead 
him to a higher aim: but of her mother, she 
coultl form no snch pleasing expectation ; the 
continual round of company she " ·as in, and 
her increased fondness for all-preYailing cards, 
with which when Time is decked-

" He charms a world, whom fashion blinds 
" To hi'3 true worth, most plcns'd when idle most 
" Whos<· only happy, are their wa tcd hours." 

COWPER. 

-gave Ellen scarcely an opportunity of seeing 
her, much Jess of conversing with her on any 
subject, but in their different engagements, (for 
as Ellen's skill in music qualified her both to 
give and receive amusement in ber father's par
ties,) she more frequently went out with bim 
than with her mother. 

This nmiable girl had now been nearly two 
years, without seeing her beloYed aunt, whose 
heart yearned tu behold her; and in every let
te;, though sile forbore to express how very ear
nestly sh e de!:i ired it, there was ,m enquJry, if 
she thought her parents could spare her, at ]east 
for a few weeks. Ellen was as eager for their 
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pcnrnss1011 as her aunt; and with an anxious 

bosom she wai tcd their rep] y .-Her mother said 

she had no objection; but l\tlr. Stanley remarked 

that the Oratorios would soon commence, and 

that he had procured tickets for her.-" Surely," 

said he, "you will not leave town at such a 

time." 

Thus challenged, Ellen knew not what to an

swer; not that the considerations her father had 

mentioned were of sufficient "·eight to prevent 

her feeling a little disappointed. Her rapid 

imagination had already conducted her to lVlil

wool<l: yet, as she was sensible her annt would 

not rejoice in seeing her, if it was not with the 

entire approbation of those she left, she called 

up all her resolution, and with great good-hu

mour, ans,vered, "She was much obliged to her 

father, and as he was so kind as to wish it, she 

would defer her visit till the Oratorios were 

cn<l~<l." 
Sbe did not then ask when that' would be : 

but the next time she had the newspapers in her 

hand, she carefully examined if any thing was 

there said of them, and found they were to con

tinue <luring the next month. 

Their <laughter's so ren.dily deferring the long

wished-for pleasure of seeing her aunt was grn

tifying both lo :Mr. and 1\1 rs. Stanley; and the 

latter began to think that now she was a little 
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weane<l from her "old-fashioned opinions,'' she 
might become a little more worthy of her affec
tions: bnt, alas! poor woman, her love was all 
centered in herself; and as at present she found 
no void in her amusements, nor any difficulty to 
be overcome, her attention towards EJlcn soon 
wore off, and her fayourite pursuit was alone 
the subject of her thoughts. 

In ~Irs. Irvin's answer to the Jetter Ellen bad 
written, to inform her of the delay of her jour
ney to her, she congratulated her on the plea
sure it appeared to give her father, ancl com
mended her for thus complying with bis wishes. 
-" \Ye must often do this, my dear Ellen,'' 
continued she, " and instead of being hurt at 
our disappointment, or proud of our self-denial, .· 
we should be thankful that such an opportunity 
is a!'J'ordcd us of shewing whether we have really
learned that great lesson or not." She likewi e 
mentioned the family which Ellen had seen with 
Mr. Herbert at Tunbridge, and which were now 
quite settled in their neighbourhood, as not only 
an agreeable ad<li tion to their society, but a 
blessing to the poor of 1Iilwood. 

The recollection of this pleasant and worthy 
family made Ellen sti11 more anxious for tll( .. 
time's arriving, ·when she should be farther intro
duced to them; but she was soon to learn that 
every pleasure in this life is uncertain, and ca11cd 
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to a greater trial of her faith and submission to 

the will of Gon, than she had ever yet expe

rienced. This was no other than the sudden 

death of her mother :-for, to those so unpre

pared to leave this world as was l\frs. SLanley, 

death, however expected by others, must to 

themselves be always so. 

The life of dissipation, which this unthinking 

woman so freely entered into, soon led her to 

the grave; but while she was able to get out, 

no persuasion could induce her to restrain her 

love of pleasure; and, though her pale and life

less looks at first alarmed Ellen, yet as, each 

evening, she saw her full of spirits, high1y 

rouged and gaily dressed, ready to attend some

times two or three parties on a night, and never 

complaiuing of fatigue, she attributed her ap

prehensions to ignorance alone, and concluded 

that fashionable ladies were endued with greater 

strength than she supposed : ... but in a short time, 

l\.lrs. Stanley sunk into a rapid decline, which 

prevented her attending her favourite parties; 

though, then she could not be without her dear

est amusement, and a few select friends were 

daily invited to form a card-party in her dres

sing-room. All the morning, she ,,:oul<l have 

the mantua-makers and milliners\\. ith ber; think

ing this a good opportunity of consulting them, 
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and ordering new dresses according to her own 
improved ideas. 

The compliments these people found it their 
interest to pay her, flattered her Yanity; as also 
the readiness with which her little coterie con
tributed to her amusement; so that the confine
ment she was now obliged to submit to gave 
her no uneasiness, and slie thence drew a favour
able conclusion, " that she could not be so fond 
of dissipation, since she remained so quietly at 
home, and no one heard her express a wish to 
go out again till the physician gave her leave:'' 
her i_ndisposition appeared to l\lr. Stanley so 
sl•ight, tbat, tl10ugh Ellen wished to pay every 
attention to her motlier \Yl1ile thus confined, he 
would not let her forego the pleasure of attend
ing the Oratorios with him. 

To one so fond of music, and so well able to 
judge of its beauties as ,ras Ellen, it is unneces
sary to add, these sacred performances must 
give pleasure, particularly as her mind was at
tuned to the parts of Scripture which she heard; 
anc.l, heightened as their glorious bea1:1ties were • 
by the powers of music, lier rapture would haYc 
been almost divine, had not the vacant looks of 
too many of the auditors convinced her, that 
she was not yet ac.lmitte<l to the music of the 
spheres; since, there, " all hearts exult, and 
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·with unwearied energy proclaim their ~1AKER's 

praise;" here were few to join the emulative 

choir, and not many who listened to the'ir song~, 

as if they had no interest in the blessings they 

,verc celebrating, but chiefly praised the strain 

without attending to its su hject. 

As the time for Ellen's visiting her aunt drew 

near, she perceiYed with griet~ that her mo

ther's health did not amend; and she determined 

at once to give up this long-thought-of pleasure, 

rather than leave her in so precarious a state, 

particularly as, by the physician's look, when 

questioned as to her recoYery, she feared hii. 

opinion was not favourable, and she ventured to 

hint it to her father; who, though fashionable 

in other respects, began now to be alarmed, q.nd 

to enquire more earnestly, if further advice were 

necessary. 
It was now Ellen experienced the severe trial 

of seeing one whom it was her duty to love and 

respect drawing near her grave, to all appear

ance without one serious thought of her ap-

proaching end ! 
" Can she," said she to herself, " know that, 

after this life, an Eternity will follow; and yet 

-be so indifferent as to what it may prove to 

her? an<l that great <.1ay of Judgment!'' con ti• 

nued this affection,~te girl, thus anxious for a 

mother, vd10 h::i.d seldom bestowed a thought on 
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her-" lrhen all must gi,·e an account of their 
works! Can she know of this, a.ad yet think 
onlv of cards and dress! MERCIFrL FATHEu! 

., 

what can I do for her?" 
Such were Ellen's reflections, on hearing the 

phy::.ician say, he had but little hope of her 
mother's recovery, and that, though her dis-
order was a lingering one, it appeared beyond the reach of medicine. 

l\Ir. Stanley ,ras not "illing to believe t11is 
fatal prog110stic.-" They are always for mak
ing their patients worse than they really are," 
said he, on observing Ellen's distress, " that 
their skill in curing them may appear the 
greater:" yet he felt some sorro,v, and it was 
only by driving away the fear that it was not 
withct1t cause, that he could expel it. 

It was not so with Ellen; she thought of her 
clear sister's happy death, and shuddered at the 
comparison her fancy would have drawn; but 
she instantly determined to use all her time and 
endeavours in preparing one who seeme<l so little 
aware of the change ,rn ~ :ting her, for the like 
exit: but how was she to begin tbe arduous 
task? and when ? .... ,Vhen she found her mo
ther disengaged, (,, hich was but seldom,) she 
would only talk of what would amuse her; a11d 
if Ellen offered to read, it was generaJly re
fused, or stipulated that it should be ia a book 
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that was entertaining; yet, by her assiduous at

tention to all her m.othcr's real or imaginary 

wants, she made herself useful, and her com

pany became desirable to her; for, though there 

was a seriousness in Ellen's manner, which struck 

her as different from her other friends, ~Jrs. 

Stanley was always anxious to have her in the 

room. ,vhen free from pain, she would assume 

an aif of gaiety, and ask her daughter, why she 

looked so dull?-" 1 fear, said she, " you do 

not like this sick-room; I am sorry for it, for 

you make an excellent nurse. I feel now," ad

ded she ,:vith some emotiou, " that it i3 a com

fort to have a daughter." 

This was acknowledging more than Ellen ex

pected, and she could scarcely conceal the tear 

which trembled in her eye, while reflecting 

much more seriously on her situation than her 

mother apprehended, she answered, " 1 am 

happy to hear you say so, my dear mother: 

but do you really think I do not like to be with 

you? 0, I should like to spen<l not only all my 

.time, but eternity with you!" 

"Eternity!'' said the vacant-minded woman; 

" That's a great way off ;-you have dull ideas, 

Ellen; that's the on1y disadvantage I find in 

y~u as a nurse." 
. " 1\Iy sister Anna," answered Ellen, trem-

bling and distressed, " did not think so ; when 
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she was ill, she used to say she found notliing dull." 

" That's very odd," replied ~Irs. Stanley; 
"for in such retirements as ~JilwoocJ, she could sec no company.'' 

Ellen sighed.-" She is in heavenly company 
now," said she, " and does not, I clan: say, re-
gret that she saw no more of this world's good.'' 

" Poor girl ! sbe saw very little pleasure in
deed !" return eel her mother, ,vi th perfect iudjt: 
fercncc: '' but call l\ aylin, my dear; I think J 
could eat a little jelly.-Don't you think," add
ed she, as she held a pocket-glass to her face, 
"I look better to-day? or else this cap becomes me very much." 

On such a conclusion to a conversation which 
she hoped would haYe led to something more 
serious:, Ellen could not help feeling pity and 
regret, but forbore expressi11g either: and ring
ing the belJ, she complied with her mother's request. 

The next day, Mrs. Stanley was still better; 
and the physicians thought change of air might 
be- of sen·ice, though they could by no means 
flatte-r her family, that the amPndment then per
ceivable would bt=> lasting. 

Windsor wa!) recommended; and thither Afrs. 
Stanley, attended by her maid and Ellen, was 
removed, by a slow and easy conveyance; and 

\ 
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nlr. Stanley promised to pay them frcquct1t 

visits. 
She had not been there a fortnight, before she 

fancied herself much worse, and was impatient 

for the arrival of the physician, wbo ha<l pro

mi3ed to attend her, as she was at so short a 

distance from town. 

When Ellen was called to conduct him to her 

mother, he said he "·as sorry to hear from the 

servant that ~Irs. Stanley's spirits were depress

ed.-'' ·\Ve must be particularly careful to avoid 

this," said he, " as nothing is so likely to be 

hurtful to her." 

" But, Sir," said the anxious gir1, " do yot 

think that, ,riti1 freedom from care or uneasi

ness, there is any hope of her recon·ry ~·, 

The gentleman he:;itated as he pru11ouncecl 

his fear that a \'erv fow months wouid terminate 
., 

her existence; though, he added, " if' the state 

of her mind were not carcfu1ly attended to, it 

might be greatly shortened :-in<lcccl," con

tinued he, " her life depends upon tbc com_po

sure of her ncrYcs."-'' But what," said Ellen, 

\\ ith great emotion, " ,d1at will it ayai] her to 

live three or four months longer, i C at the last 

she leaves this world without thought or prepa

ration for another r" 
" 0, my dear young lady,'' replied this man 

of science, " you think too seriously of thcsf.' 
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-.. things: the1 e is little to be done upon a sick-bed! 

neither is it my prorince to prepare people for 

tlw other ,Yorld, my profession is rather to keep 

them here: and l again repeat, thar, without 

great composure of nerYes, nothing is to be 

expected; and, aboYc all, every thing should 

be done to prevent her fearing ber o,-ru clissolu
tion." 

Seeing Ellen not disposed to ans,yer, he pro

posed going up stairs, sayi 11g, "he should be bet
ter able to j udgc after he ba<l seen his patieut.'' 

On his admittance to i\Irs. Stanley, she de

clared herself much better, though, before, she 
had fancied her removal bad not been of ser

vice. She talked to him of her friends in tO\Yl}; 

and he, following the plan he had advisccJ, en

deavoured to amuse her, by relating several oc

currences of the fashionaule wor1<l during ber 

absence; and when lie left her, it was \\'ith large 

expressions of unmeaning hope, that in a very 

short time he should find bcr C)Uite well. 
Ellen followed him out of the room, with some 

Llegrec of anger at his duplicity, and then askccl 

him if there was any appearance of real amend

ment? 

" \Vby, upon my ·word, l\Iacforn," said be, 

" I do not see any great alteration for the bet

ter; but I am happy to observe nlrs. Stanley jn 

such good spirits; my whole reliance is upou 
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them."-And then hastily wishing her a good 

morning, he received his fee, and stepped into 

his chariot; while Ellen, shocked at bis beha

viour, ieturned to her mother, ,Yho now ex

pressed a v,·ish to have something read which 

should lull her to sleep; as, though she found 

the doctor's conversation very pleasant, she 

owned it had nearly exhausted her. 

l\Ir. Stan1ey had been once to sec them during 

their stay at \Vindsor; and the next day he 

paid them a second visit. 

As he dined with Ellen, sbe asked after their 

musical friends, and was surprised to hear him 

say, he l1c1d not seen any of them since she left 

home: " In short," said he, " I begin to be 

tired of the same thing." 

Ellen thought of what she had heanl of the 

wav<:ring pursuit of pleasure, arnl sighed to 

observe it realised in her father; but when she 

gathered from his farther conversation, that he 

had entered into a set of high players, she feared 

this ·would prove a much more dangerous pur

suit than that which he haL1 abandoned. 

On his taking leave of l\Irs. Stanley, she 

pressed his longer stay; but he refused, being 

engaged to a particular party, whom he said he 

could not disappoint.-" Besides," added he, 

with an air of forced gaiety, " they have got a 
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considerable sum of my money in their hands, 

which I intend this evening to rescue from 

them." 

Ellen folt more on hearing this than her mo• 

ther, who paid little regard to it. 
Nearly three month::, passeLl in this manner; 

the physicians continued to attend l\Irs. Stanley, 

and to flatter lier with hopes of lier recovery; 

while to Ellen they contradicted all their asser

tions; and she remained in dreadful anxiety, 

doubting whether she should express her fears 

to her mother, who appeared to hare no fears 

for herselt~ and whose COil\ crsation was conti

nually of returning to the world, a11cl partaking 

of her former amusements. 

Her father visited them but seldom; ancJ no

thing,, as said of the manner in which he spent 

his time· till one morni11 11• Ellen's fears were ' ' ,::,, 

again revived by his Ycry distressed countenance, 

an<l his appearing unusually grnYe as he spoke 

with great displeasure of the party he had Leen 

in the night before. 

All thoughts of this were however presently 

driven from her mind by a still more alarming 
subject .... .As they ,vere sitting after dinner, her 
mother's bell rang violently! when, knowing the 

ser\'ants 11~\"cr left her, she was nrnch frightened; 

and hastening to the room, her fears were still 
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mistress was dead! 

Ellen ran to the bed, and perceived she had 
faintecl:-the common applications had already 
been used, and no sign of recovery appeared. 
Her distress was very great: the physician was 
immediately sent for: but before his arrival, 
l\1rs. Stanley seemed a little to revive. 

l-Ier husband, who had entered the room on 
the first alarm, seemed to focl her sitmitiun :
" 1-Vhat can l do for you, my dear? said he, 
taking her almost lifeless hand. 

She was not insensible of his kindness, though 
incapable of returning it. 

" I feel, I feel," said she, struggling for 
speech, ,r J must leave this world :-0, whi
ther am I going r" 

No answer was returned to tliis solemn <]Ucs-' 
tion: Ellen's grief wa$ too excessi·l'e, aud her 
father, lost in sorrow and affright, stood gazing 
on tlie afflicting scene :-it was what till now 
he had never witnessed; and a death-bed is 
seldom thought of by the gay and dissipated: 
yet it is ,drnt we must all experience. This 
~ Ir. Stanley knew; but till 110,v· he had never 
Yiewcd the awful certainty; and his wife's so
licitous enqniry of " whither am I goi11g :' 
seemed to strike upon bis heart as necessary also 
for himself. 

1 
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l\lrs. Stanley endeayoured to say more; but 

her voice failed, and her eyes closed,-never 

more to open, but on Eternity! .... 

I-ler aftlicted daughter falling on her knees, 

exclaimed, " Gracious Heaven, have mercy on 

her !"-but this petition was unknown to the 

-<lepaned mother. Alarm ancl fear were pic-

tured on her countenance; and it is to be feared, 

:,he breathed her last without any preparation 

for a future life; thuugh nature, conscience, all, 

before tl11s solemn moment, must liave assured 

her, that this was not to be the end of her ex-

istence. 
0 ye thoughtless votaries of pleasure! reflect 

on the encl of such a life; and consider whether 

you can bear the prospect of closing yours like 

lier! Look back. to the happy death of a real 

Christian, exemplified in that of Anna; and 

, say, which is to be prefered ! 

" Sure, 'tis a scrions thing, my soul, to die! 

"ff there's an HEREAFTFll ;---

" And that there is, Conscience, uniutiuenc'<l 

'' And suffcr'd to speak out, tells every man;

" 'lhcn must 1t be a serions thing to nrn !' 
BLA>R. 

-It is so even to those who, having found a 

shelter from the \\Tath to come, find death dis

armed :-but when the c_yc is about to open on 

another \\orlcl, "here all things are new and 

unconsidered of~ how dreadful must be the 
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~ummons ! It is on1y by fre~uent contemplatious 

on afuture state, we come to know the true ,,alue 

of this; and then ,re 1carn the insigni!icancy of 

all earthly things, un1ess seen in connection with 

those of Heaven: it is then we see that our 

most trifling actions in this world are of conse~ 

qucncc : .... and yet, how many are there who 

tlwughtless1y pursue their own inclinations, 

neither reflecting on them here, nor considering 

tbat they must account for them hereajter ! 

But to return to our history. 

As soon as a11 was ov::r, in regard to this Jifo, 
~\'ilh the once gay and admired ~lrs. Stanley, 

her husband left the room ; "bile Ellen re

mained ,vatching her mother, in trembling 

hope tbat she might, as at tbe first, lrnve only 

fainted : ... but the wan p~leness of death s0O11 

spread itself over that once-handsome face, and 

she was ouliged to resign the expectation her 

.. rnx~ns afkction coul<l alone give rise to. 

\Y hen she entered tl1c room where her father 

,vas, she took his hand, but spoke not; and lie 

appeared equally unable to address her. They 

c.:at in :::.ilcncc,-Ellen's lieurt raiscrl in prnyer, 

till the recollection of hc. r very different feelings 

on the death of her sister, forced a flood of tears 

from her eyes. 

I 2 
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The attention of her father was awakened by 
her strong emotion; and he endeavoured to 

console her, as one who knows no 1~;gher source 

of comfort than temporal considerations. 

" Though this eYent was so unexpected by 
us,'' said he: " yet we might have been pre

pared for it; the pbysicians gave us little hope 

of her recovery: bnt every thing was <lone to 

promote it, and we have nothing to reproach 

ourselves with: you, especially, my dear Ellen, 

have been a most attentive daughter.'' 

Ellen's grief prcYentcd her reply. The time 

of his own dissolution again rushed upon the 

mind of l\Ir. Stanley; and expressed a wish 

that, in bis last illness, she might be with him; 

he would then, he thought, be Ycry solicitous 

in making those enquiries which, from the edu

cation she had recciYcd, he j udgcd her better 

able to imsn-cr than himself. 

" Poor woman!" continued he; " had she 

known how soon she was to clic-!" 

He pau se-cl ; and Ellen recoYercd sufficiently 

to reply, ".Ah, my clear father, it is the very 

Circumstance of not knowing the time of our 

death, which should make ns desirous of being 
, 

p.Jways prepare<l for it!" 

The entrance of a sen ant put an end to this 

interesting convrrsation; and when they \Vere 
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again a1onc, he proposed sending for her aunt.

" l\1rs. Irvin's company might be a comfort to 

you," said she; "do you think she would come?'' 

" 0 yes, that she would," exclaimed Ellen, 

" unless prevented Ly illness; which Heaven 

forbid! for if I lose her"-

-" You ,\·onld not be without a friend, my 

Ellen," rejoined her father affectionately: your 

kindness to your mother bas endeared you to 

me, and I shall never forget it. But, come write 

to your aunt, and l will send it off by express; 

if she get it to-morrow morning, she may be 

here in the evening." 

This proposal was indeed a comfort to poor 

Ellen, and having written what her feelings 

dictated on so melancholy an occasion, a man 

and horse were immediately dispatched with the 

letter. 
In the evening, Nir. Stanley again reverted to 

the death of his wife.-" Had [ known how 

soon I \.Yas to lose the dear woman," said lie, 

"nothing should have tempted me to leave her 

as I have done; indeed, l would have taken up 

my abo<le here ;-an<l it would hn\'e been better 

for me,'' continued he, thoughtfully, "if I had. 

Ah, Ellen, you don't know what 1 have done 1 

Coul<l. you think that 1 have lost above fifteen 

thousand pounds at play, since you have been 

at this place ? 
I 3 
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" .1. - o, indeed, my dear father,'' said s11 , 
" knowing you were not fond of cards; but I 
hope it \\ ill be the last_ time you will lose, or 
ever play for such a consideraLle s:,m :-if· 
amusement can ever Le found in ca1 ds, I should 
think they must cC'ase to afford it ,-vhen so much 
:is depending on them." 

l\lr. Stanley secretly acknowledged this: Lut 
he only answered, that, " he could very well 
afford it;" and dropped the suLjcct. 

The next day passed heavily with E11en ; her 
father had already expressed impatience to re
turn to town; bL,t she begged him to stay at 
least till her aunt was come.-.As the evening 
ap -roached, she anxiously expected her arri
v,d; and \\'hen the senant told lier the c::irriage 
,,as at the door, her emotion nearly overcame 
her. 

i\Jrs. Irvin lras soon in tl1e room, and Ellen 
threw herself into her anns ... . For some mo
ments neither could speak; till .:\I rs. Jn·in, pos
sessing a more than common fortitude, pressed 
h 0

t· •1i~ce to lier heart, and begg-c<l l)er to be 
composed.-" 0 my Ellen!" said s11c, u you 
h:-i,·c not forgotten where our true strcngtl1 J1e-;? 
Look up) my child: all is in tlic hand of Gov." 

These words were a cordial to the afllictcd 
heart of .Ellen: it \Ya'- so long since she had 
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heard an expression of this sort, or had spoken 

to one whose mind was exalted to higher views 

than what this world affords, and who would 

admit Religion as the truest source of comfort, 

and had experienced it to be so; and she felt 

her heart raised in gratitude to Go D for having 

sent her such a friend. 
' 

" Remember, my dear," said 1\tlrs. Irvin, 

" we are to look upon this world but as a state 

of trial; if some pass throngh it without ex

periencing affliction, it is to be feared, it is to 

their disadvantage."-She sighed as she spoke, 

and added ; " A1iRictions are certainly for our 

benefit; and it is in mercy they are sent.-Uut 

come, my dear, continued she, '' where is your 

father: he must want a friend more particularly 

at this time :-"\Vill he see me~,, 

Ellen rang the bel1, and sent a s;ervant to en-

quire if they might be admitted. 

Again .. Ir. Stanley felt grief; (for it would be 

uncharitable to affirm, that \\. as only the sem

blance of sorrow he expressed to ~Irs. Irvin 

when they met:) but it wa:i soon removed, and 

his readiness to talk on other subjects shewed he 

was not decp1y affected. 

,vhen 1\lrs. Irvin returned to Ellen's room, 

by her desire, she accompanied her to the bed

side of her departed sister. How aweful was tl1i$ 

scene! the recollection of her life could no 

1 4 
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raise their hopes of her happiness, nor woiiJd 
the duty of Christian resignation. a11o,y them to 
repine. Tears streamed from the eyes of Ellen, 
as she viewed, for the last time, the inanimate 
body of her departed mother; and, hac.l not her 
affectionate aunt, judging of her feelings by 
her own, lrnrriecl her from the apartment, her 
grief might have arisen to murmur,-perhaps to 
dispute the \Yays of PnonnE~cE,-which, ne
vertheless, arc just and merciful to al]: but jf 
His creatures will stif-le conscience, chive from 
their minds every serious reflection, and, neg
lecting the means of grace, seek only for the ease 
and pleasures of thi 1ifo,-is Gon the cause? 
who, by His word, by His ministers, and by 
His Providence, has given to all men, and espe
cia11y in tliis Christian land, an opportunity of 
repentance, and of knowing their need of it? 
}drs. Irvin had recourse to prayer, and after
wards read to her niece several passages of Scrip
ture, in which we are required to love Gon 
aboye all things, and submit to His 1ri1I in 
every e\·en t cf lire. 

The exercise of dc.:votion cnlmed their minds, 
and they retired to rest with humble trust in Tar: 
Ar.:.\nr. l!TY, nnd thankful ackuowlcdgment of His gcoclness. 



THE TWIN SISTEllS, 174' 

CHAPTER XI. 

" True happiness is of a retired nature, and an enemy to 

pomp anrl noise." 

T K a few ,lays, the last duties wer paid to l\frs. 

Stanley, and the whole family returned to town. 

1\Irs . In·in, proposed taking Ellen with her to 

J\Iilwoo<l, as she much feared, her late confine

ment an<l anxiety respecting her mother had in

jured her health and spirits; and to this plan 

her niece had but one objection, which was, lest 

the 1ecwing her father entirely ,vitbout domestic 

society, ,vould induce him to be more in the 

company he had lately frequented. 

She mentioned these apprehensions to her 

aunt; who, though she was not without similar 

fears, continued to press her leaving him for a 

little while, and endeavoured to lead her to hope 

that when all worldly pursuits were tried, and· 

satisfaction found in non!"', he would more rea

dily acknowledge the wisdom of theirs, and, 

from experiencing the evil of his errors, be 

more inclined to quit them. 
1 :s 
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On these considerations, Ellen, ,rith a mix
ture of feeling not to be defined, took lca\·e of 
her father. Ile cm braced her \Tcry affectionate
ly, assured her of bis continued regard, and 
that, in the course of the sulllmer, he would 
come himself to Milwood, antl fetch her thence. 

vVith many prayers for his ,vclfme, Ellen en
tered the carriao·e which was to conycy her ,vith ~ ' 
her beloved aunt, to the scenes of her earl icst 
youth, where her hapi-,icst days had been spent, 
and where she bop~d once more to feel the plea
sure of doiug good. 

Their couvcrsntion during the journey, was 
of the many cliangcs that had taken plafC.' n t 
1'-1 ilwood in her absence; several of her poor 
o1d friends were dead; and 1\tlr. and Mrs. Camp
hc1l, the family ment1011cd before, were settled 
in the neigh bourhoocl . 

.As t~1cy appr ,ached the place, Ellen's heart 
beat bigh with expectation; i,he forgot her re
cent cause for sono\\ ; and tlic thought of so 
soon seeing her dear ancl good .. M mtin, gave 
way to all others. 

1'-Ir. Herbert too, I shal see him! but not 
to-night-," said she, cheeking I er impatience; 
and at that moment looking out of tlie willdow, 
she saw l11t11 riding "1th ~nothrr g entleman, 

,wh , ·m she recolie<.:tcd to be .Jl r. Cami bell. 
Though he \\-Us ntarly a stranger to her, she 
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could not repress her desire of speaking to her 

old and ya]ucd friend; and as his attention 

seemed to be drawn towards the carriage, she 

waved her hand, and was soon recognized by 

l\1r. Herbert, who immediately rode to the side 

of it; and tbe joy of again meeting each other 

appeared equal in both. 

l\lartin was at the door, to receive her mistress 

and her countenance beamed with joy on seeing 

Ellen with her, who at that moment forgot every 

other o1ij ect of attention, and flew to embrace 

the nurse of ber childhood, "ith the same affec

tion as if 3he had been still an infant, and stoocl 

in need of her protection and assistance. 

All the servants now came round her, each 

de irous of her notice; and she spoke to them 

with the kindness their former services merited; 

though to u5e their own expression, " she had 

been so long in London, and lookcrl so like a 

fine lady." 
Their arri, al was soon announced through all 

the village; but the account, 'that l\liss Ellen 

wa come down witl1 their good lady,' could 

scarcely be credited, till seveP,l of the inhabit

ants had been to the door to enquire of the scr

yants if it were reallv so. 

" An<l is she as free as ever?'' said they ; 

"Gon bless her! To-night, to be sure, ,ye mus! 

I 6 
, 



]80 TIII: TWIN SISTERS. • 

not think of seeing her; but to-morrow ·we hop<! 
,re shall." 

"]'hank Gon, I am alive to see my dear 
young lady once more!" said poor old Dame 
II unt, when Betsy I'orbes, who was one of the 
first to make tbc enquiry, told her the welcome 
news: " and will she talk to us, and read to us 
the same as C\'er? 0 i\lary, this is a happy day 
for yon an.I me !'' added the good old woman. 

'' Aye:, and for rdl of us!" replied one of a 
nume om; flock of girls uelonging to the school, 
who had assembled round the door to hear the 
joyful tidings.-" If sbe does not come among 
us before, at least we shall sec her aL cl,urch; 
for I am snrc she will be there. 0, how 1 \\ ish 
Sunday was come!" 

But they had not so long to wait for their 
expected pleasure; as the very next. morning 
.Ellen, who was quite as impatient to see tbem, 
walked first to Dallle 11 unt's, and tben to the 
school; convincing the,n a 1, by bu· accustom
ed kindness, that sbe had not forgotten her 
pro1u1;;;e of reme111bcri11g them in her absence. 
To alJ ~,1e met, she spoke \v ith the nfleetion of 
a f!i end, wliik: the ::inks. simplicity with \\ bich 
they welcoincd ber r,>i.l[ pcarancc among them, 
drew tears , rom her t:yes. 

On her return to her aunt, she found l\lr. Iler-
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bert with her; and her first transports of plea

sure having now subsideu, she could talk with 

this excellen~ man, and listen to his improving 

conversation with gratitude and attention. 

He but slightly adverted to the melancholy 

scene she had late1y witnessed; but on observing 

the g1oorny sorrow which immediately overspread 

her countenance at tbe least mention of her 

mother's death, he endeavoured to remove it by 

,, erery argument in his power, confirmed by the 

consolat1ons and commands of Scripture. 

The grateful girl shed tears of pity and re

gret, when she considered how little of these 

lier lamented mother bad Imo\\ n; and the fear 

th::tt she had not suHiciently studied the oppor

tunities of impressing them on her mind again 

assailed her. 

~Ir. Herbert tried to comfort her under these 

doubts; he made allowances for her, which she 

could not admit for herself; but his chief argu 

ments were drawn from the comforting assur

ance, that her desire ,yas kno\\'11 to God, and 

that, throt1gh her RE DEE11ER, her services, 

thot1gh 11nperfect, "·oul<l be accepted. 

The entrance of ;\1rs. Caui puell and two of 

her <laughter~, nut a stop to this interesting 

conversation; and Ellen ,,as obligeLl to suppress 

her feelings while she attended to the forms of 
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civility, and received the young ladies as her 

visitors. 

l\[rs. Irvin appeared much obliged by her 

early visit; and Ellen promi5ed herself great 

pleasure in forming a sincere friendship ,Yith 

them. 

They talked of the walks they should take 

together; of the private concerts and reading

parties which they should form; till Ellen's eyes 

beamed with plea5ure at the thought of once 

more p,1,rticipating in th ese innocent enjoyments. 

l\Ir. Herbert attended tb e:;e Jadil's home; and 

:tv1rs. Irvin and Ellen spent the rest of the day 

quite alone. 

As the latter wandered through the house, 

and lingered in every room wbich brought to 

her me t11ory any rememb: ance of her sister; 

how did her heart sigh at the recollection! yet 

the retrospect of the days she bad spent since 

deprived of that dear fr;end, was still more dis

tressing. 
"Th sit is," said she, "that experience makes 

us \vise: how happ_y am I once more to return 

to such a home! J am not :fit to live in the 

wor1d ; this is the only place to be happy in.'' 

" Ah, my dear," rcplie<l her aunt, " you 

must not e.x pu .. t it even here: there are snares 

for our happinc3s in every place; it is not 
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where we are, nor from oursel·ces, that we mus 

expect protection from them: and as ·1ve must 

look for happiness above, so must we look thi

ther for help and assistance also to attain it.'' 

In a few days, 1lrs. Irvin and her niece re

turned the visit of i\lrs. and ~Jiss Camp bells; and 

Ellen was highly pleased with the ,.,hole family. 

Large as it was, they were a11 employed, and 

all seemed united in a "ish to be useful to each 

other. There were fiye girls, and three little boys, 

whom their eldest sister was instructing to read; 

the younger girls were also under her tuition; 

and every hour of their time was devoted to their 

improvement, and fully occupied. 

\ Vhen 1[i s. Irvin and Ellen entered, their 

morning tasks were just c, mpleted, and they 

went, as usual, to amuse themselves in the garden. 

Tbitht·r Ellen walked with the elder ·Miss 

Campbell, and found the children sitting under 

a shndy tree, ail at play together. 'They seemed 

so happy, that, tlwugh Ellen wished to go and 

talk to t:1etn, she feared disturbing their plea

sure till Miss Ca111 pbell led her that way, and 

introduced thc·n to her notice. 

Alth, .ugh they had not been accustomed to 

conYcrse with strar1 6crs, there was such kindness 

it1 Ellen's manner, tllat they soon became ac

quainted \\ ith her; and on their returning to 

the house, all tt1e ) oung ones were of the party. 
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The youngest, little Caroline, particularly 
attracted her attention, and :Mrs. Irvin proposed 
taking her home to dinner:-" And then,'' said 
she, "we may hope for the company of some of 
the elder ladies, who will fetch their sister home.'' 

The face of the innocent child was covered 
·with blushes at this unex1 ,ected inYitation, and 
she looked anxiously at her mother for pennis
sion; who, on bearing fiorn her sister, tbat she 
had been very attentive to her lessons that morn
ing, gave her consent; and the little girl ran to 
be dressed for her visit. 

'\,Vhen she had kissed all her brothers and 
sisters, she tripped away by the side of Ellen, 
half pleased, and half afraid to find herself en
tirely among strangers; but when she entered 
}.1rs. Irvin 's liouse, tbe attenti\·e fondness of her 
new friend <-0011 dis~ipated her fears. Sbe \\ as 
not quite hve years old; but her understanding 
was far a bo\·e ber years, and had already been 
greatly cultivated. 

After dinner, Ellen played a favourite coun
try-dance.-" Shall l dance to you?" said the 
delighted child; a I do at home, lrhenever my 
sister plays tliat dance." 

Ellen could not help smiling to see her jump 
about the room, aucl gave her great praise for 
keeping so true to the music. 

" Oh,'' said Caroline, " if you were to see 
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my sisters Lucy and Fanny, you ,vou1d say 

they dance well; but they are older than I am, 

you know." 

\Yhen Ellen asked, if they had any masler? 

she did not know what was meant by the ques

tion.-" "\Vhat !" said she, " does a master 

teach children to dance? I only know little 

master Lambert, and I am sure he cannot 

dance so well as Lucy or Fanny :-we teach 

ourscl ves." 

1Vhen asked ,vhat her sister taught her? she 

rep1ied: " The first lesson we learn every morn

i·ng, is to know Gon; for, my sister says that is 

the thing of most consequence; and so I think, 

because He is so very good to us, you know.'' 

Ellfl1 thought so too.-" And how are you 

taught to know him?" said she. "Ob, have you 

never seen ilrs. TRIM;.\IEn's books?" replied 

the child: " my sister teaches us out of them, 

and explains them to us, and "·e learn some 

every day; and then we spell, and my sisters 

write, but not me; and we play cards." 

" Play cards!'' said Ellen ; " sure, that is 

not a lesson you are taught?'' 

Y cs we arc; and we learn a great deal from 

them; that is, my brothers and sisters do; but 

I cannot understand them yet; so I have only 
now and then onc,-such as_, ' London is the 
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capital city of England, and Eclinbmgh or 
Scotland." 

'' Are they Geographical Cards you play 
with?'' said Ellen. 

" Y cs, and sometimes Historical Cards: we 
play witb them of an e\'ening \Vhen it is winter, 
but not in the summer. I can work too," con
tinued ~he; " and l read a great deal every 

. " morning. 

" Il ow much ha, c you rend to-clay?'' saiJ 
Ellen, smiling. 

" Three pages at different time.5; Lesides 
spelling eight words out of book, and saying 
my first lesson from l\.lrs. TnnnrEn.'' 

"\Vhcn tlii:, little chatlerer saw, from the par
lour ,--;-in<low, her elde:-it sister at a distance, co
ming towards the house, she blushed, and said, 
"Dear me! J hope I have not talked too much; 
have I, :Ma'am ?" add1essing l\1rs. Irvin ; " for 
they told me they were afraid I should be trou
blesome: lLwe 1, l\Jiss Stanley?'' 

.i\Irs. ln·in anc.1 Ellen both assured her to the 
contrary; and ::.he began to talk again.-" How 

· much I shall have to teJ1 my sister before I go 
to becl? you <lon't know bow good she is to m,," 
contiuucd sbe; "every evening she mal-es us re
collect if we have done any thing to oflend God; 
and then, when we say our prayers, she says we 
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may beg to be forgiven for JEsus C1rn.1sT's 

S'll- > " ' \~. 

" You ha,-e a very excellent sister, indeed_,'' 

said Ellen, " that will take such pains with 

you." 
" Oh, she does take pains, indeed," said the 

clrnrming chilJ: " but here she is,'' adde<l she; 

and leaping into her sister's arms, ,vho just then 

entered the room, she exclaimed, " 0, my de·ar 

sister! you don't know how happy I have been! 

I hope Lucy and Fanny will come soon and 

spend just such another day." 

Though this was rather like asking for an 

invitation for them, it was uttered with such 

simplicity, that her sister con1d not check her 

for it; but returning her embrace, she asked if 

she hacl forgotten the cn.ution she had given 

her?-'' I am afraid you ba,-c tired ~1iss Stan. 

ley \\ ith your tongue :''-but when Ellen re

plied in the negative, Caroline exclaimed with 

pleasure, " I am glad of it; for though .Mrs. 

Irvin and :Miss Stanley were good enough to 

tell me I did not talk too much, I was almost 

arraid I had; yet, as I neYcr came out on a Yisit 

before, I hopc<l too that they would excuse 

1ue.'' 
The sisters returnec1 early that evening, 011 

Caroline's account, whom 1 Irs. Irvin kissed at 

.parting, and desired her to give her love tG hc;i· 
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other sisters, and say, she hoped to see them 
soon. 

'I bis inYitation seemed to give the little girl 
as much plea~ure as her own; and as she took 
leave of Ellen, who walked part of the way with 
them, she whispered her, " I shall tell Lucy 
and Panny wbat Mrs. Irvin said; they will be 
so happy, and I am sure I am much oLliged to 
you for the pleasant d:iy l have bad; I shall 
thank Goo for it also, in my prayers to-night: 
for, my sister says we should always do so, when 
we have been particularly happy; and I am 
sure I have." 

Ellen kissed the innocent child, and telling 
her she loved her better than ever, she parted 
from her eldest sister with higher notions of res
pect and esteem, and a still greater desire to be
come more and more intimate with them. 

In a short time, these families were seldom 
apart, and ~heir frequent meetings were made 
still more plcasan t by the intent of them; which 
was citl1er to relic\'e the poor, or improve them
selves by reading to each other what would iu
strnct them in the great duties of the Christian 
life. Tbey seldom ·walked without entering into 
some cottage, where it was their aim to rcmo-\ e 
the wants of the inmates, comfort their sorrows, 
and encourage industry. In short, lVfilwood 
was noted through the country, as " the happy 
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parish;" and there were none of its inhabitants 

who did not bear witness to the title. 

Ellen had her little favourite often with her, 

but not till Lucy and Fanny had paid their 

promised visit; and if at any time these chil

dren. were inattentive to their lessons, it was 

soon considered as their greatest punishment to 

be refused going to 1\l1s. Irvin's the. next time 

they were asked. 

THE summer passed quickly away; but El

len could not lose all anxiety respecting her 

father: st1e had often written to him, but re

ceived no answer, except through l\1iss Arnold, 

with vhom, for bis sake, she kept up a corres

pondence.-She assured her that he was well, 

and as he was alwa_ys engaged, they concluded 

he must be happy; but Ellen received very 

little pleasure from this information. 

The winter approached, ancl i\lr. Stanley ap

peared to have forgoltcn his promise of f."'tching 

his daughter from 1Iilwood. The i\liss Camp
bells saw her uneasiness, though they knew not 

the cause, and endeaYoured, by drawing tbe most 

favourable picture of the appro~ching season, to 

remove it. They talked of their weekly dances 

for the children, and that a urtl \You1d be alr1 ays 

prepared for her whenever she liked to join their 

party ;-they had music in variety ; and their 
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eldest brother also, who had been hitherto en
gaged as a private tutor to a young nobleman, 
was expected to spend tbe winter with them; 

' when their working parties would be greatly 
enlivened by his reading to tl1e111. 

Ellen rejoiced in their happiness; and nothing 
but the hope of being useful to her father, could 
induce her to wish to leaYe such companions, 
whom nlrs. ln·in promoted her being with as 
much as possible; for, though it sometimes de
priYcd her of Ellen's company, she hoped the 
society of these young people "·ould raise her 
spirits, and enable ber to bear witl1 fortitude the 
trial sbe feared \\ oulcl soon await lier, as, whi le 
she encouraged not Ellen's uneasiness, her own 
apprehensions respecting l\Ir. Stanley \Yere not 
of a less erious nature. 

\Vhen tbe winter\\ as quite set in, Ellen could 
not be so constant a Yisitor at the Ca11111bells' c1s 
formerly; and on e morning as she wa ~ mention
ing to her aunt, as an extraordinary ci1 cum
stance, tbat sbc had not seen auy of the family 
for three or four days, the eldes t i\liss C:11npl>cll 
entered the room. 

There "·ns a more than usual ~eriou::inc:·s on 
he1 countcnanc.:e: and Ellen, scarcely knowing 
what she feared, earnestly enquired the cause. 
l-Ier friend he;:,itated, and at length said, she 
wished to speak to ~Irs. Irvit1 alone. 
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" It is uneasiness about me that gives you 

uncm,iness then? but' <lo not be afraid to speak; 

you know I shall be enable to bear ill ne,, s, of 

l . b " w rntever sort 1t may e. 

Observing Miss Campbell's distress increase, 

she added, " Uoes it relc1te to my father? do teH 

mel" lier fears o-athe'ri110- strenfrtb from sus-
t> b .::, 

pcnse, she exdaimcd, " Uc is not dead ? Goo 

forbi<l it!'' her agitation woulcl not allow ber to 

say more; but she luoked ,, i tb be.:;ceching in

treaty toward i\l i~s Campbell for an ans .,·er; 

who hastened. to relieve her terror, by as--nriug 

her 1Ir .. _ tanlcy was living; but she acknow

ledged, from the account lier brother bad 

brousht, ,, ho arrived the e,·cning before, it 

was fc;-licd that he was \Cry ill, and her parents 

thought. they should not act a friendly part to

wards her in not. informing her of it. 

" 0, let us go to him directly, my dear 

aunt!" said Ellen, rising from her chair ..... 

" You \vill not rcfrn~; pray, let us go i111tne

diately .' 
" Compose yourself, my <1carcst child,'' re-

plied :Mrs. Irvin; " and be assured I am ready 

to accompany you: but remember, while you 

arc so agitated, your company will rather dis

tress than give your father pleasure." 

. '' I will be composed," said Ellen; " inclecc~ 
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I will; it was only my first alarm that occa• 
sioncd all this terror." 

l\.Irs. Irvin saw, in l\liss Campbell's counte.: 
nance, that there was something yet tmtold; 
she therefore bade the agitated girl immediately 
go, and tell l\Iarti 11 to put up their clothes, and 
to send ,Villiam to order a ca~-riage at whateyer 
time she herself should choose. Ellen thanked 
her for this proof of kindness; and with her 
"·hole thoughts occupied on ,, hat might be the 
state of her father, she left the room to obey her 
directions. 

l\1iss Campbell then informed l\Irs. Irvin, that 
her brother had heard, ~lr. Stanley had greatly 
lessened his fortune by gaming, and that his 
illness was occasione<l by the anxiety of his· 
mind on that account. 

It beiug early in the morning, .t\Irs. Inin ,,,·as 
as desirous as Ellen of hastening their journey; 
and hoped by setting off directly, they should 
be in town that e,·ening. 

At that moment l\lr. Herbc;rt, who had heard 
still more of Nlr. Stanley's· situation, from the 
younger ~Ir. Campbel], came in; anc! ob:scn·
ing their earnest wish of being there as soon as 
possible, he kindly offore<l tu qCcornpany them. 

This was what Ellen particularly wi bed; and 
ns the gentleman who had just nrrived, had en-
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gage<.1 to supply 1f r. Herbert's place in the per
formance of his p~rochia] duties, he had nothing 
to prevent his compliance. 

'''ith such a companion during their journey, 
our heroine in some measure regained her usual 
composure; but shP liad no sooucr entered lier 
father's house, than all her agitation returned. 

She was scarcely out of the cbaise, before she 
asked his man, the only servant they saw, and 
,rho seemed surprised at the;ir arrival, " how 
1 . .,, 

11'5 master n·~s: · 

" Ile is Yery ill, 1J adam," said he, as he 
shewed them into a cold and comforrlcss apart
ment; " he lws not been out of bis bed for 
::,Crcral cfays ; I do· not know how he will like 
your coming, l\I adam," said he. 

'' Tc1l him I am · here," said Ellen, disre
grtrding the latter part of his ans,rer. The m;ia 
:ccmed di::itresscd, and unwilling to leare the 
room. '' SL1re you know me?" said Ellen, 
greatly hurried, " I am bis daughter'.'' 

" Y cs, .Y c;;, 2\Iadam ; but I fear he will be 
greatly displeased; he is so Ycry pct1ticular. I 
mentioned informing you of bis illness; but he 
said, you \\·ere the last pen,011 he \\ isbecl to sec." 
'' "-hat!" replied Ellen, " not \Yi::ih to see 
me, his child! '\ \Tbat can l have done to oflend 
him? But I must and will sec him; tell him, 

K 
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I will nurse him; I will do every thing for 

him." 
Her aunt and Mr. Herbert ,Yere hurt at her 

distress; and as the man still seemed um\·illing 

to inform his master, the latter suggested bet 

writing a note and sending to him. 

, iVhcn this wa:; carried, her aunt could scarce

ly restrain her from following_ the servant, and 

she waited his return with fearful anxiety. 

At length he came, and said, his master ,..,-ould 

see her, if she ,vas quite alone; and Ellen, 

trembling ~md agitated, ascen<lcd the stairs to 

her father's room. 

He took no notice of her coming in ; and 

when she saw his pallid and disturbed counte

nance, her feelings nearly overcame her: she 

knelt by hi s bed-side, aiH.l . taking his \\asted 

hand, which, though not ,vithc.lrawn, was not 

stretched out to recci, e her, prc~scd it to her 

lips ; and with tears in bcr eyes, thanked him 

for admitting her. 

Regardless of her affection, he seemed deter

mmc<l to m ake no answer; but looking to the 

servant, he asked for tbc draught he had been 

ordered to take at that time. 

" If I do not think of these things myself," 

said he, " you neYer will." 

The man hastened to give it him; but Ellen· 
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··aid, " Let me pour it out; I will give it to my 
father; I am come to be bis nurse; ,Yon't you 
let me, Sir?" continued she, with a supplicating 
look, us she offered him the cup. He faintly 
thanked her, Lut sni<l, " he did not ,vant a 
nurse.'' 

" But you will not deny me the pleasure of 
attending you?" said she, venturing to touch 
his cheek with her lips-" Nly father always 
wishc<l to giYe me pleasure." 

The feelings which lier gentle voice inspired 
seemed greatly to oppress him; an<l ordering 
the man to le,n-e the mom, be dre\v her nearer 
to his embrace, an<l excbimcd; " 0, you are 
rn y child ! butJ Ellen, you know not what a 
miserable being 1 am ! I deserve 110t the name 
of Father: 1 I 1avc ruined vou !" ., 

Tbc big tears which rolled <lO\-rn his pale wan 
face, prevented further utternnce: while he 
seemed astonished at his own emotion; an<l 
pn3hing hC'r away from him, be cxclaimc<l, 
·' Go, get away; you mal ·e a baby of me!" 

" .1 o, my father," replied Ellen, her tears 
accompanying his; " I cannot leave you: arc 
the feelings of a parent any disgrace? clo but 
say you Joye me, and that is all 1 wish!" 

" IIow can I do otherwise!" said he, still 
more softened : " but when you know all-you 
cannot, will not think it." 

K 2 
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" I wish nor lo know any thing else at pre

sent," returned Ellen, pressing his h::md : " if 

you will let me stay and pay you every attention 

in my power, it is all I am anxious for :-but 
we will talk no more to-night," con tinned she; 

" it may fatigue you : to-morrow, perhaps, yo·u 

,Yill see my aunt; she is come with me." 

" And who is the gentleman Hobinson told 
'--' 

me oF" enquired ber father. · · 

" l\Ir. Herbert," replied Ellen; " that good 

man wou1d not let us take so long a journey, 

and so late in the clay, without his accompany

ing us." 

" He is a good man,'' sai<l l\Ir. Stanley, " too 

good for me to sec/' 

Ellen made no answer; but ringing tfoc bel1, 

she enquired who sat up ,Yitb her father. 

" I do, l\'fa<lam,'' answered Hobinson; " I 

am his only attendant." 

" Robinson is ,·cry gootl," said ::\Ir. St:mley; 

" but I know not how l shall re,nud him;'' and 

desiring Ellen to take care of herself and friends, 

he expressed a wish to sec her r>arly the next 

mornmg. 
She left th('m with a heart overflo,, ing ,, ith 

gratitude to her Heavenly }.'ATHER, and related 

to her aunt and ~Ir. Herbert, with tears of joy, 

the reception she harl. gained. But there was 

· still a thoughtful melancholy sat on the conn-
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tenance of each, which she could not account 

for. 
" Has nobody offered you any refrcsbmcnt !') 

said she; " surely the servants are not so atten

tive as usual; let me order a fire, and supper to 

be brought in; you have been sitting in the 

cold all this time, and I have never thought of 
. I" lt. 

Mr. Herbert then told her, they had seen 

Robinson, and that he with one female sen·ant 

were the only domestics her father then had in 

' the house. 

She was a little startled at this intelligence; 

and enquired the cause. 

" Robinson tells us, that, as his master seldom 

spent any time at home, he tl1ought them only 

incumbrances; and that about a week before he 

was taken ill, he discharged all the rest; but 

this," continued ·.Mr. Herbert, " we must not 

flatter yon is the only reason," and he then, in 

the gentlest manner, informed her of the report 

:Mr. Campbell had urought to ~lilwood, and 

which the state they found the family in too 

clearly confirmed. 

The calm composure with which E11cn heard 

this confirmation of her fears, discovered how 

well she was prepared for any change of for

tune. Its diminution, or eyen total loss, seemed 

, nothi_ng to her, if she could retain her fathN's 

K 3 
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lo\·e, and see him happy; and her rapid inrn
gination already formed a h undrec.1 plans of 
what she would do to reconcile him to his situ
ation. 

The maid-servant then entered the room, and 
with many apologies, offered to conduct them 
to another parlour, where a fire ancl a supper 
were provided for their refreshment; but the 
Yarious ideas which cro\v<led Ellen's mind, a. 
she passed through these apartments, \Yhich she 
ha<l formerly beheld foll of company, an<l the 
recollection of those gay an<l giddy scenes took 
from her all inclination to eat, and she sat si
lently musing on the vicissillldes 1-,hich, even in 
her short life, she bad experienced. 

1 frs. Irvin again had recourse to anticipated 
pleasures.-" Yon found no satisfaction like 
what, I hope, you Yrill in future enjoy, my 
dear," said she, " in all the follies of the 
worl<l." 

" Ah!" said Ellen, sighing; " it is their fol
lies I regret: pleasure or s~tisfaction I am sure 
I never felt while I was engaged in them: but 
I am sorry, that so many are mistaken in the 
path they choose." 

:t\fr. Herbert feared to pursue this subject; 
but after tbe cloth was removed, by his religious 
and friendly com·ersation he !eel her mind 
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to rest on THE Ar.MIGHTY for assistance ancl 

support. 
Before they parted for the night, they joined 

in prayer; and, imploring the aid and protec

tion of their C!{EATOR, they retired to sleep, 

with grateful and composed affections towarns 

Gon and the wor1d. 
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CHAPTER XH. 

" In prosperity, the bonntifol Giver is obscured ov thi-
11lultiplicity of his own gifts; but whcu tl1e tempest ~f au
versity descends, this cloud is clispcn,e,i, and man, desolate 
and forlorn, feels the necessities of' his nature, hii; weakness 
an,J d<'pendence, his hopelessness, and need of Divine aid; 
and returns repentant to duty, to happiness, and to Go1>." 

WnE~ l\fr. Herbert and l\tlrs. In·in were, the· 
next morning, introduced to J\Ir. Stanley, he 
was too polite not to appear obliged by their 
visit, thongh it was evident be felt embarrassed 
in their company. They obserYed his silence, 
howeYer, and after the first compliments at meet
:ing were over, soon left the room, under the ex
cuse of fearing to fatigue him by too Jong a stay. 

"'\Vhen again alone with his daughter, she, 
willing to remove the chagrin which still dis
turbed bis countenance, asked if he ha<l seen 
the 1\.rnolcls very lately? " 0, no, they \Youl<l 
not come to visit a sick man, and one who is 
poor also; in short, my dear,'' s:1 id he, ·with a 
sigh, "no one but yourself would t!Jink it worth 
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their ,vhile to come near me ;-you, I knew I 

had injured, and therefore I was unwilling to 

sec you; but to my friends in to·wn, as they 

were falsely called, I 11evcr di<l a wong, but, 

while in my power, I always contributed to 

their amusement.; and now they find I can no 

longer promote this, they are gone to seek some 

other dupe!" 

This was spoken with s•1ch an air of regret 

and ,~·ounded priJe, that Ellen was sorry sh~ 

had led to the subject; Gut with a smile of 

afrection she answered : " And you, !DY dear 

father, will, I hope, seek other friends; I know 

some who will deserve that name, if you will 
allow them it.-At l\.1ilwood, we are all friends, 

and as much so in adversity as iu prosperity.

I shou Id think the change of air and scene 

would help your recovery alw," ad<led she; 

" my ann~ means to offer you part of her 

house, if you will accept it. There it shall 

be my endeavour to remove eYery uneasiness 

you may have, and by my earnest attention and 

sincere affection, to add to your future happi

ness." 

Again softened by her tenderness, he pressed 

her to his bosom.-" If any thing could give 

balm to a wounded mind," said he, " it would. 

be such kind regard as yours, my Ellen; but I 

am not worthy of it." 
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Ellen, with increased emotion, assured him 

all her future life should be employed in con-

- vincing him to the contrary, and then, by his 

desire, went to beg .Jlr. Herbert's return to him 
for ~ short time. 

This request was readily complied with; and 

won by the friendly interest this good man seemed 

to take in all that concerned hun, I\1 r. Stanley 

laid before him all bis pecuniary affairs.-His 

debs of honour appeared considerable in l\1r. 

Herbert's c\1es · thou 0 ·h their "'hole amount 
·' ' 0 

could not be ascertained till farther enquiries 
were made. l\f r. Stanley blamed himself for 

playing for the very high sums he had lately 

staked, but he acknowledged there were still 

other debts; and his new friend encouraged him 
to look into them without farther delay. 

The attorney was therefore sent for, and, after 

many arrangements, all was left to his manage

ment; and Mr. Stanley listened with compla
cency to the scheme both Mrs. Irvin and his 
daughter · had proposed, of his returning to 

Mi1wood with them, as the society of Mr. Her

bert appeared every day more agreeable to him. 
His house in town, with all its furniture, was 

disposed of; and in about a month after Ellen 

.had, with so much anxiety, hastened to a pa
rent whom she feared to find dying, she had the 
satisfaction of returning with him to the place 
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of all others she most wished, with composed 

spirits, aqd, though still unwell, with greater 

appearance of amended health, than, when she 

first snw him, she could allow herself to hope. 

The change was such as :i\fr. Stanley had ne

ver before experienced; for '\'I hen, before, he had 

left the town, it was only to meet the same com

pany, and the same pursuits in some fashionable 

watering-place; but he was now really in the 

country, and in the midst of winter, with no 

other companions, tban an old woman, and a 

young girl, both so attached to their own plan 

of happiness (a sketch of which the reader has 

seen), that they concluded there was none other 

capable of affording it, and yet l\tlr. Stanley <lid 

not wish himself away.-Here he had time to 

reflect, and he was astonished at the recollec

tion of his former lifo, dependent on so many 

people for amusement and employment; for 

often had he flown to the former, as a means of 

passing away the hours that hung heavily on 

his hands: but at l\.1ilwood, he never found a 

·acant hour. \Vithout his old pursuits,-no 

tavern, or coffee-house to lounge in, where he 

met with companions like himself, ,vho were 

drawn together merely for the sake of killing 

time; here he met ·with real attention; Ellen, 

and often :Wir. Herbert, left their own employ

ment, to amuse or conYerse with him. 
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~ Every morning after breakfast, \vbilc he was 
in too weak a state to be much out of the house,. 
Ellen first read to him, then played, or sang; 
and soon his old taste for music returned, and 
he became again a performer. The books he 
read, tended farther to illustrate those important 
trnths, that :i\lr. Herbert in his conversation in• 
culcated, and in his conduct practised. 

Here, too, nlr. Stanley saw an uniform res
pect paid to the Sabbntb,-that day which, if 
properly sl-'ent, adds grace and happiness to all 
the rest; and by the example of those about 
l1im, he was lecl to attend the church, and, like 
them also, he found comfort in so doing.-He 
had all his life been seeking after happiness; hut 
now, when, nearly driYen to despair, he came 
desponding, and not expecting, or scarcely 
wishing, to discover it in tlie country, he found 
in a quiet, peaceful life, dedicated to Religion 
and the good of others, the truest enjoyment; 
leaving far behind him the world, and all its 
vi sionary plans, he became acquainted with a 
higher source of pleasure, and was impercep
tibly led to admit the claims of reason in its fa
vour, which the falsely-named gaieties he had 
hitherto pursued, \\ ould allow him no time to 
con3ide r. 

The little Campbells often afforded him much 
entertainment, and not seldom, instruction also. 
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En~n these children had been taught to see 

things in a more comprehensive view than he 

did ; and in all their conclusions there was a 

reference to the world to come, as well as to 

this. 

l\rir. Sanley would ask them questions, w11ich 

a false shame often prevented his putting to 

others: and their answers, though giYcn in all 

the simplicity of chil<lbood, were such as often 

produced serious consideration in his min.cl. 

The elder n1iss Campbell sometimes amused 

him_ with her rnusi1.:; but the little boys and 

girls were his favourite com pan ions ; and be 

was so goo<l a friend to them, tliat thcy were 

always happy in his company. 
As the ::;pring advanced, ~fr. Stanley's health 

was quite rc::;torcd; ancl Ellen \Yas made still -

more happy by obserYing his inclinations per

fectly accommodateJ to his situation.-He walk-

ed every clay, somctirnr£ alone, or with her an<l 

~1:rs. Irvin; and afterwards took a ride either 

with ~'lr. Herbert or nlr. Campbell. There 

was nothing contradictory in the co1wcrsation 

of those he was now \'-iith; all, from the least 

even to the greatest, united in their opinions, 

an<l their actions agreed "·ith their \Vords. It 
was this uniformity which led 11 r. Stanley se

riously to conclude, that the truth was on their 

siue, as all were happy ancl contented, even 
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among the poor with whom be often conversed, 
and wherever peace an<l comfort seemed to 
dwell, these sentiments were the source from 
\\ hich they arm>e, 

The ensuing evening ,vas the happiest Ellen 
ever knew; her father became more and more 
attached to her, and he delighted to see her 
conscientiously follo\\·ing the path of duty, 
without allowing herself to lessen ber exertions 
in doing good. 

In the course of this year, l\Iiss Campbc1l 
married; and after a few days spent at lier fa
ther·s house, this cxceJlcu t young "oman was 
removed to a larger sphere of action, as the gen
tleman to "·horn she was united possessed a 
large ('.::,tatc in a di tant country.-Thither some 
of her si:::,ter:::, \Yen t to visit her c,·er_y year; anc.l 
they ahrays rcturnec1 with some happy account 
of her goodness. "That she was quite another 
:.\Irs. Irvin in the place "here she livecl," n as 
the character they gave of her, and the poor in 
her neighbourhood were grateful in their ac
knowledgments of the kindness sl1c was con
tinually shc\\'inp;- them .-The greatest grief 
that Ellen could know, next to the death of b('r 
father and aunt, \ras that of Yir. Herbert; an<l 
she was soon called to this trial, though not tiJl 
she had seen every good eflcct she could wi. h, 
from his society with her father.-This worthy 
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man glorified Gon in his death; and, thankfully 

resigning his life into the hands of Him who 

gave it, and who had made it so eminently use• 

ful, he entered into a happier world, without a 

sigh for that be left. Tne whole parish of i\Iil

woocl, to whom he had for so many years Leen 

a faithful• pastor, mourned his loss; though 

their grief was lessened, on bearing that the 

younger lvir. Campbell, \\'hose sc11t inwnts and 

manners were so like his own, was to succeed 

him as their minister. 

In a short time, Ellen became hi:, wife; and 

a house which had been built for some of tbcir 

friends, who were now preYented from inhabit• 

ing it, was fitted up for their reception. 

About this time, also, poor old Dame Hunt 

died, who had long been confined to her bed, 

and was supported by the care of Betsy Forbes: 

and now Ellen took both her and her sister into 

her family; the former became her own servant, 

and ~Iary, though prcycuted by her misfortune 

from being as useful as she ,rishcd, \Yas not 

without employment. 

1ir. Stanley and nirs. Irvin still inhabited the 

same house, and had the satisfaction of seeing 

Ellen following the education she had herself 

received, in that of her O\vn children; of whom 

she had a numerous family. 

f n a few years, this affectionate and best be· 
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loved aunt wa3 takci1 from her, to receive a 

crown of life through tbe merits of her SA

'noun, whose faithful servant she had so long 

been.-Ellcn was· with her tilJ the Ja::.,t breath of 

life \Yas expired; but the certainty of tbe hap

piness promised lo all ,,·hose sincerity of faith 

and profession is proved, like this excellent 

,voman's, by an uniform life and conduct, and 

,vhich she could not douut she was now cnjoy

j ng, prccluck<l all u uscasonablc sorro,,·. 

On the dC'ath of ::'\lrs. lrYin, lier faithfol .:\Iar

tin once more became a careful and affoctionate 

nurse, attd performed that office to the children 

of her bcloyed young mistress, ,vith the same 

tender affection she had formerly shewn lo bcr

!-,elf. 
As ht:r aunt had left all her property to the 

} otrnger l\lr. and J\lrs. Campbell, .Ellen agriin 

became an inbabitanL of i\lilwood Lodge. ~Jr. 
'--

Herbert and l\lrs. ln·in seemed once more to 

live in tbis ,,·ortl1y pair; and both the p[lrcnb 

of these their excellent representatives Ji\·cd to 

src them rear 

" A nnmcrous off~pring, lovely like themsclvr~, 

And good, the grace of all the country roum.l." 

THE r:;,,;n. 

£. Jlopsted, Printer, Great New Street, Fetter La11e. 
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