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PREFACE. 

BARON MUNCHAUSEN has 

certainly been productive of much . 

benefit to the literary wor1_d : The 

numbers of egregious t_ravellers 

have been f uch~ that they de­

_manded a very Gulliver to furpafs 

t~em. If Baron de Tott dauntlefsly 

difchargea· an enormous piece of 
, > \ . \ . ~ .. . \ ·, -. 

artillery, th~. Baron ,,,Munch~ufen 

has done more ; he has taken it 

.and fwam with it acrofs the fea. 

A 2 When 



When travellers. are folicitous. 

to be the heroes- of their own 

ftory,, f urely they muft fa1bmit tQ·­

fuperiority, an,l blu..lh. at feeing; 

~hem(elves out-~one by the -re­

nowne~ l\rlu.nchaufen:: I doubt.­

whether any one hitherto; Panta• 

gruel, Gargantua, Captain Lem­

muel, er cde Tott, has been· ablt 
-

to out-d-o our l3ar_on in this fpecies 

()f exce1lence:: And as at prefent 

~ur curiofity feems much directed 

to the interior of Africa, it .muft 

be 

fa 

fl 
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be edifying tp have the real rela~ · 

tion of Munchaufen's adventures 

there before any farther intelligence 
-

arrives; for he feems to adapt 

hi~felf and his exploits to the 

fpirit of the times, and recounts 

what he thinks fhould be moft 

interefting to his auditors. 

· 1 do not fay that the Baron, in 
' 

·the following ftories, means a 

fatire on any political matters what• 

e\'er. No; but if the reader under-: 

!lands them fo, l cannot help it· 
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Jf the· Barorr meets-with _a. par~J 

·t>f negro !hips c'.a.rtyirig white-s into 

:£1a-ver,y to w0rk upon tlle1~ plant-a­

t ions- in a- cold £1im:ate,. ·-ih0uld we . 

ther€for~ im~gi0e th-a.t he intends, 

a refl-ectioh on the·. prefent tra-Bie· 

in human ffefh r· And that,. if the: 
/ 

negroes- lhou1Gl. do-fu 1. it w0ultl. be 

flmple j:u-fii:ce,. ·as retaI:iation. i-a the: 

law of G-0d t I f we were t0· think 

this- a reflection on any prefene 
- , 

. commercial or political matter,. we· 

fuould be tern pted to' imagine~ 

perhaps~ 

• 



pernaps·, fome· political idea-s con:.. 

veyed in every pa.ge, in every fen­

tence of the whole.. Whether 

f uch things are, or. ave not, the 

intentions of the Baron, the reader 

lnufi judge. 

We· have had not only wonder-_ 

ful travellers in this vile world, 

hut fplenetic travellers, and of 

_ thefe not a few,· and alfo con­

fpicuous ·· e.taough, It is a pity, 

therefore, that the Baron has not 

endeavoured to {urpafs them alfo 

I • 

I 111 ~- . 



hi this f pecies of fiory-telling·. 

Who is it can read the travels of 

Smellf ungus, as Steri?-e (;alls him, 

without admiration? To think that 

a-perfon from the North of Scot-­

land, !hould travel through fome 

of the finefi countries in Eur~pe, 

and find fault with every thing he 

1neets-nothing ,o pleafe him ! 

And therefore., methinks, the Teur 

to the Hebrides is more excrife• 

able; and alfo perhaps_ Mr. Twifs.'s 

r our in Ireland~ Doctor John.foo, 

r b"d 
•. :!. ... -= 
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bred in the luxuriance of London, 

with more •reafon lhould be~ome 

crofs and f plenetic in the bleak 

and dreary regions of the Hebrides.· 

The Baron, in the following 

work, feems . to be fometimes 

philofophical: His ~cc~unt of the 

language of the interior of Africa, 

and its analogy with that of the 

jnhabitants of the Moon, fhe1.v 

him to be profoundly verfed in 

the etymological antiquities of 

Nations, and throw new light 

upon 

I 



upon the abftrufe hifi:or.y of .the: 

antient Scythians, and the Collec_, 

tanea. 

,. His endeavour to aboli!h the­

cuftom of eating live fiefh in the­

interior ' of Africa, as defcribed . in 

Bruce's Travels, is truly humane. 

But far be it f~om me to fuppofe., 

that by Gog and Magog, and the 

Lord Mayor's Show, he means a 

{atire upon any perfon, or body of 

perfons whatever: Or, by a te-
-

dious -litigated trial of blind. 

judgei 

0 

I 
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judges and dumb matrons follow­

ing a wild goofe chafe all round 

the world, he fhould glance at 

any trial whatever • 

. Neverthelefs, l mufi: allow that 

it was extremely pref umptuous ia 

Munchaufen to tell half the So­

vereigns of the world that they _ 

were wrong, and advife them what 

they ought to do; and that inftead 

of ordering millions of their f uh-

, jeds to maff"acre- one another, it 
. 

w.ould be more to their intereft to 

employ 



employ their forces · in. con~ert .for" .. 

t"he ·general ··good ; as if. he knew 
better than the Em prefs of" Ruffia,. 

the Grand Vizir, Prince Potemkin,· 

or any other butcher· in the-world. 
I • 

But ~that he--iliould be a royal Ari­

fiocrat; and · take the part' of the• 

injnped ~een of ·France in · the 

prefent politfcal drama~.,· lam :n0t 

at all f urprifed ; and I fu pp0tfu, his1 

mind was .fired by readjng the 

pa1nphtet written by -Mr~ Burke~~ 
t I 

CON~ 

p 
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if there be any one fo hardy as to 

VoL. II. C deny 
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deny it, I am ready to fight him with 

any weapon he pleafrs. Yes, cried 

he, in a more elevated tone as he 

ft arted from his feat, I wjll condemn 

him to f wallow this decanter, glafs 

and all perhaps, and filled with ker­

ren-waffer : * The'refore, rny -dear 

friends and companions, have con­

fidence in .what I fay, and pay honor 

to the tales of Munchaufen. A tra­

veller has a right to relate and em­

belli.fh his adventures as he pleafes; 

and it is very unpolite to refufe· that 

d tference and applaufe they ' deferve. 

Having 

' ~ A kind of ardent fp irit diflilled fr?m 
cherries, and much ufed in fome parts of G er~• 
many. 

/ 

[i 
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Having paffed fome time in Eng­

land fince the completion of my forn1er 
r 

memoirs, I at length began ta revolve 

in my mind what a prodigious field of 

difcovery 1nuft be in the interior par t 

of Africa. i could not fleep with 

the thoughts of it; I therefore deter ­

mined to gain every Rroper affiftance 

fro1n government, to penetrate the ce-

lebrated fource of the Nile, and af ... 

fume the viceroy!hip of the interior 

kingdoms of Africa, or, at leaft, the 

great realm of Monomotapa. It was 

happy for me that I had one moft 

powerful friend at court, who1n I ihall 

call the illuftrious Hilaro Frofticos. 

C 2 You 
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··~rem perchance know hi1n not by that 

name; but we had a language among 

s urfel ves, as well we may; for, in the 

courfe of my peregrinations I have ac­

quired precifely nine hund(ed. and 

ninety-nine leafh of languages.­

W hat ! gentlemen, do you flare ?­

W ell~· I allo~ there are npt fo many: 

la·nguages f poltez:i in this vile world-; 

but then, have I not been in the · 

r:noon ? and truft me, whenever I wdte 

a Treatife upon Education, I fhall de­

lineate methods of inculcating whole 

dozens of languages at once, French,. 

Spani!b, Greek, Hebrew, Cherokee, 

~ c(r-
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&c. in f uch a frile as will lhame all 

the pedagogues exiftingo 

}-laving paffed a whole night · with~ 

out being able to fieep for the vivid 

imagination of Afriean difcoveries, I 

haftened to the levee of my illuftrious 

friend Hil.aro Frofticos; a.nd having 

mentioned my in~ention with all the 

vigor of fancy., he gravely confidered 

my words, and after f ome awful medi­

tations, thus he fpoke :-Oldugb, ma 

genejat, ijlum fullanab, ,um dera kargos 

helgarajah, eje.um balgo bartigos trian• 

guliffimus !-However, added he, it 

behoveth thee to confider and ponder 

wdl upon the perils and the multi tu· 

C 3 - dinous 
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c:Hnous dangers in the way of tha~ 

wight who thus advanceth in all the 

perambulation or adv-entures :- A-nd 

verily,, moft valiant Sin~ and Baron}-

1 hope tho-u wih: demean thyfelf with· 

aN- that lautl'able gravity and procau­

t ion which, as- is related in the three· 

hundred and forty-feventh chapter of 

he ProphylaB:i~s1,__ is o£, moro confi­

J eration-than an-- th@-merit in this ter-· 

raqueous globe. Yes,. mo.ft· truly doi 

J advife thee unto thy ·goo.cl, .and fpeak. 

unto thee, mo£l: v,aliant Munchaufen, . 

with- the greateft efteem, and wifh thee: 

to fi..1q:eed in thy _ v~yage ;: foi; it is­

faid, that in- the interi-Qr realms-:.of,A .. 

fri~~J 



fr.ica, t-here are tribes that can fee but 

juft three inches-and a half beyond the 

cxtremit,y of their nofes ;. and v.et.ily 

thou fhouldeft 1noderate thyfelf, even·­

fure and fiow: they ftumble who walk 

faft •. lJut we flrn:11 bri11g yon untp ;-he 

lady Fragrantia.,, and have her op_inio;:i, 

of the matter. He then took from his 

pocket a cap of dignity, fuch as de­

fcribed in the rnoft honorable and . an ... 

tJq:ue heraldry, and placing. it upon mi, 

l1ead,?- addre!fed me th~1s :-:-As t_hoµ .1 

feemefr .. again to re.V;iye the f pirit c,f 

a_ntient adventure, permit 1ne to place­

~pop thy head this favour, as a mark of 

tho 
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the efteem in which I hold thy va<) 

lorous difpo!iti~n. 

The lady Fragrantia, my _ dear 

friends, was one of the moft divine­

c-reatures in all Great Britain, and was­

defpe-rately in love with 1ne. She was 

drawing my portrait upon a piece of 

white fattin, when the moft noble 

Hilaro Frofticos advanced. H~ point­

ed to the cap of dignity, which he had 

placed upon·my head. I do declare, 

I-Iilaro, faid the lovely Fragrantia, 

' tis pretty, 'tis interefting- 1 love you, 

and I rike you, my dear Baron, faid 

fhe, putting on_ another ·prome-this 

gives· it -an a1r more delicate, and 

more 
fa 
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more fantafiical. I do thus, my dear 

Munchaufen, as your friend-yet you 

can reject or acctpt m-y prefent juft a5 

you pleafe; but l like th~ fancy, 'ti$ 

a good one, and I mean to improve 

it; and_ againft whatever enetnies you 

go, I ihall have the fweet fatisfaEtion1 

to remen1ber,:-yau bea;r rny favor onr 

y.ou_r head-!-

I fnatched it whh trepidation, and 

gracefully dropping on my knees, I 

three times kufed it with all the· -J?ap-­

ture of romantic love. I f wear, criect 

I, by thy ,bright eyes, and by the 

lovely whitenefs of thine arm, that no 

f~v,age., - tyrant,~ or enemy upon the-

fa.ce· 
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face of the earth fuall defpoil me of 

this favor, ~hile one drop of the blood 

of the Mtinchaufens doth circulate in 

my, veins ! I will bear it trium­

phant through the realms of Africa, 

whither I now intend 1ny ~ourfe, and 

' make it refpected, even in the court 

0£ Prefter John" 

I admire your fpirir, replied !he, 

and !hall ufe my utmoft .intereft at 

court tC:l have- you difpatched with 

every pomp, and as foon as poffible : 
-

But here co1nes a moft brilliant com-

pany indeed, lady Carolina Wilhelmina. 
- ' 

Amelia Skeggs, lord Spigot, and lady 

Faucet, and the countefs of Belleair. 

After 
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,. , ~ ·. e ceremonies of introduB:ioR 

to .: .:s company were over, we pro• 

ceedea to confult upon the bufinefs; 

and as the caufe n1et with general ap­

plaufe, it was immediately determined 

that I ihould proceed without delay, 

as foon as I obtained the fovereign 

approbation. I am convinced, faid , 

lord Spigot, that if there' be any 

thing really t1nknown and worthy of 

our moft ardent curiofity, it muft be 

in the in1menfe regions of Africa ; 

that country, which feems to be the 

oldefl on the globe, and yet with the 

greater part of which we are aln1oit 

utterly uhacqt1ainted ! What prodi 0 

. 
g1ous 

I 

I • 



gious wealth of gold and dian1onds 

m uft not· lie concealed in thofe torrid 

regio~s, when the ·very rivers on the 

coaft pour forth continuai (oecimens of 

golden fand ! 'Tis 111y· npini-on, there­

fore, that the Baron cleferves the ap­

plaufe of all Europe for his fpirit, and 

rnerits the mofl: powerful afEftance of 

the foverei gn ... 

So flatt.ering an approbation, you 

·n1ay be. fure, was delightful to 1ny 
I 

heart; and with every confidence and 

joy I f uffered them to take me to 

court that infi:ant. After the ufoal 
, 

ceremonies of introduction, f uffice it 

to fay, that I rnet with every honor 

and 
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.and applaufe- that my moft fanguine 

expectations could demand. I had 

always a tafl:e for the fafuionable je ne 

Jcai quoi of the moft elegant fociety, 

.and in the prefence of all the fove­

reigns of Europe I ever found myfelf 

quite at home, and experienced fro1n 

the whole court the moft flattering 

dl:eem and admiration. I remember, 

one particular day, the fate of the un­

fortunate marquis de Bellecourt.-The 

countefs of Raffinda, who accompa- · 

nied him, looked. moft divinely.­

yes, I am confident, faid the marquis 

de Bellecourt to me, that I have acl:ed 

. according to the ftricl:eft fentiments of 

V oL. II. D juftice, 

... 
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juftice, and of loyalty to my fovereign. 

-What fi:ronger breaO:-plate than a 

heart untainted ? and though I did not 

receive a word· nor a look, yet I can­

not think-no, it were impoffible­

to ~e mifreprefented. Confcious of 

my own integrity, I will try again~! 

will go boldly up. The marquis de 

Bellecourt faw the opportunity; lie · 

advanced three paces, put his hand 

upon his breaft and bowed.-Perrnit 

me, faiq he, . with the mofi: pro­

found ref pe,ct, to ----. His 

tongue faultered-he could fc~rce be­

lieve his fight; for at that moment 

the whole company were moving out 

of 

an 

fo 
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of the room. He found himfe1f al­

moft alont', deferted by every one.­

What! faid he, and did he turn upon 

his heel with the moft rnarked con­

tempt? Would he not fpeak to me ? 

Would he not ev.en hear me utter a 

word io my defence ?~His he-art died 

w.ithiri him-not even a look, a fmile 

from any one~ My friends ! Do 

they not know me ?-Do they not fee 

me ?-Alas 1 they fear to catch the 

contagion of my ----. Then, 

fa.id he, adieu-'tis more than I can 

hear-I iliall go to my country feat, 

and never, never will .return.-Adieu., 

fond court, adieu !-

I D 2 The 
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The venerable n1arquis de Eelle­

~ourt ftopped for a mon1ent ere he 

entered his carriage. Thrice he look• · 

ed back, and thrice he •wiped the frart -· 

ing tear from his ey~.--Y es, faid 

h~, for or:ice at leaft, Truth !hall be 

found-in the bottom of a well ! 

Peace· to - thy . ghoft, moft rioble 

marquis,-a King of kiflgs fuall pity 

, thee; and thoufands who are yet 

unborn, ihall owe their happinefs to 

thee, and have cau'e to bl.efs thee; 

thoufands, perhaps, that !hall nevet' 

even know thy na1ne-but 11:unchau ... 

. fen's fe lf .{hall celebrate thy glory L 

CHAPTI. lt 
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Preparations· for the Baron' .s- .expediiim· 
into Africa.-Dejcription of his cha­

riot ;. the beauties of its interior de,o­

rations; the animais that J.rew it 3 

and the mechanijm of-the wheels,. 

E VER y thing befog concluded; 

and having received. my ipfiruc..: 

tions for the voyage, I w~s conducted, 

by the illuftrious f.-lilaro Frofticos, the· 

lady Fragraot-ia, and a prodigious, 

DJ cr~dl 

, 
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eroud of nobility,, and placed fitting. 

upon the f un1mit of the whale's bones­

at the palace ;s a-nd- hav-ing i:emained, 

in this. fituation for three days and 

three ni'ghts as a trial onfeal~ and· a 

fpecimen of mr perf.everance a!1d. re­

folution;. the third" hour after midnight· 

they feated. -me in the chariot of q~een, . 

~Aab.. lt was· o"fa·· prodigious dimen .... 

£on, large- enough- to contain more 

ftowage than the tun of Heidelbourgh,, 

and globular Iike a- Hazle nutt In fact,, 

· i-t feemed'to be r-eal]y a· hazfe nut growni 

to a· mofr extravagant dimenffon, and· 

that a. great· worm: of pi-oportionabie 
- ' 

~Bormity· h~d bored·,a hole in the ilielt 

Through,, 
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Through this fame entrance I wa$, 

t1fhered.. It was as large as-a coach 

door, and I took my feat in the centre,. 

a kind of chair felf, balanced without 

touclring any thrng, like the fancied 

tomb ofMahon1et. The whole interior 

furface of the nutiliell appeared a lu­

mi-nous reprefentarion• of all, the ftars 

of heaven, the fixed ftars, the planets7 

and a cometi.. The frars were ~ far.ge 

as thofe worn by our firft· nobility' ;. 

and the comet, exceffively brilliant, 

feemed a-s if you had afiembled all the 

eyes of the beautiful girls in the king◄ 

dom, and combined them like a 

peacock's plu1nage into the furm. of a 

comet-
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comet-that is, a globe, and a beard­

€d tail to it,. diminifhing gradually to 

a point. T _his beautiful confte-llation 

feemed veiy fporti¥e .and delightfuL 

l,t was much in-the form of a tadpole; . 

ijnd without ceafing,, went full of play­

ful giddinefs up and down,, ali over the· 

heaven, on-the concave f urface of the· 

audhelt ,One time it would be , at 

t hat part of the hea-vens under my feet,: 

and in the n.ext mioYte .would be over 

my head. l!t wa.s never at reft, but 

for ,cye,r going eaft, weft,. north, or 

fuu.th.; . an<:l paid ,n';>· ·mpre ref pea: to·· 

the 4ifferent worlds .than if they w.er,e­

{o .mal1Y lant~rns- -w.ithollt i:eRectors •. 

Some 
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Some of them he would dafl1' againft 

and pu!h cut of their places; others 

he would burn up and conf ume to 

a!hes; and others again he would fplit 

into fritters, and _their fragrnents would 

infi:antly take a globular form like 

fpilled quickfilver, and become fattJ .. 

lites to whatever E>ther w~rlds they 

fuould happen to meet with in their 

career. In fuort, the vvhole feemed 

an epitome of the creation, paft, prc­

fent, and f uture,-and all that pa!ft:s 

among the ftars during one thoufand 

years, was here generally performed in 

as n1any feconds. 

I 'furveyed all the beauties of the 

chariot with wonder and delight.­

Certainly» 



J 
j 

'i 

I 

Certain I y~ cried I, this is heaven in 

mir1iature ! In fhort, I took the reins 

in n1y hand.-But befor_e I proceed 

on rny ad ventures I {hall mention · the 

reft of my attendant furniture. This 

chariot was drawn by a team of nine 

bulls harneffed to it, three afrer three. 

In the firil: rank was a moft tremendo.us 

bull, · named John Mowmowfky; the· 

re-ft were called Jacks in general, but 

not dignified by any particular deno­

mination. They were ail !hod for 

the journey, not )ndeed like horfes, 

with iron, or as bullocks commonly 

are to drag on a cart; but were fhod 

wjrh mens fkulls. Each of their feet 

was hoof, and all crammed into a 

man's 

ij 
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man's head, cut· off for the purpofe, 

and faftened therein with a kind of 

cement" ·or pafte, fo that· the fkull 

feemed to be a part of the foot and 

hoof of the animal. With thefe fkull 

f.hoes the creatures could perform afro .. 

ni!hing journeys, and fl_ide upon the 

water, or upon the ocean, with great 

velocity. The harne!fes were faftened 

with golden buckles, and decked with 

ftuds in a fuperb ftile; and the crea­

tures were ridden by nine poftillions, 

crickets of a great fize, as large as 

monkies, who fat fquat upon the 

heads _of the bulls, and were conti­

nually chirping at a moft ihfernal rate~ 

loud in proportion to their bodies .. 

The 
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The wheels of the chariot con!i!l:ed 

of upwards of ten thoufand f pringsJ 

for med fo as to give the gr_eat_er impe_­

tuofity to the vehicle, and were more . . . 

. complex than a dozen clocks like that 

of Strafburgh. The external of rhe 

chariot was adornt;d with banners, an~l / 

a fuperb fefioon of the _laurel that for~ 

rnerly fhaded n1e on horfeback. And 
~ 

now, having given you a ve_ry c011cife 

defcription of my 1nachine for tra­

velli11g into Africa, which you muit 

allow to be far fuperior to ' the appara-­

tus of M onfieur ·v alliant, I {hall pro• 

ceed to relate the _ expl?it_s of my 
·1oyage. 

CHAPTER 
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CH AP TE R III. 

CJ'bt Baron proceeds on bis voyage. _,: 

Convoys a Jquadron to Gibraltar. -

Declines the acceptance of the ijtand 

of Candia.-His chariot damaged by · 

Pompey's pillar and Cleopatra's needfr . 

-CJ'he Baron out-does Alexander.­

Breaks his chariot, and Jplits a great 

rock at the Cape of Good !lope. 

·T AK ING the reins in rny hand, 

while the muuc gave a general 

falute, I crack'd my whip- away 

VoL. IL E they 

/ 
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they went-and in three hours I found 

n1yfelf juft between the lile of Vvight 

and the main land of England. ·f-Iere 

I ren1ained four days, until I had 

received part of my accomp2niment., 

which I was ordered to take under my 

convoy.-'Twas a fquadron of men of 

war that Ju el been a lqng tirne pre- , 

paring for the Bi1tic_., but which were 

now def1:ined for the Mediterranean. 

By the affiftance of large hooks and 

eyes, exactly fuch as are worn in our 

'hats, but of a greater fize., fome hun­

dred weight each, the men of war 

hooked themfelves on to the wheels of 

the vehicle; and in fact nothing could 

be 

,, 

l 

h 
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be n1ore firnple or convenient; bec.1ufc 

they could be hooked or unhooked in , 

an inftant with the utmoft facilitl/. 
' 

In fhort, having given a g"neral di[. 

charge of thpir artillery, and tliree 

cheers, I cracked .my whip; a\Yay 

we went, helter fkelter, and in fix 

jiffies I found myfelf and all my r -

tinue fafe and in good fpirits, jufr at: 

the rock of Gibraltar, Here I un­

hooked n1y fq uadron, and having 

taken an affeEtionate leave of the of­

ficers, I fuffcred them to proceed in 

their ordin_,ary 1nanner to the place of 

their deftination. The whole garrifon 

were higJ1ly delighted with the no-

E 2 ~ velty 
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velty of my vehicle, and at the preff­

ing folicitations of the governor and 

officers, I went a!hore, and tGok a 

view of that barren old rock, abou t 

which more powder has been fired 

away · than would purchafe twice as 

much fertile ground in any part of the 

world! Mounting my chariot, I took 

the reins, and again made forward, in 

mad career, down the Mediterranean 

to the iflc of Candia. Here I re 4 

ceived difpatches from the Sublin1e 

Porte, 
. . 
rntreatmg me to affift in che 

war -againft R uilia, with a reward of 

the who] e -iiland of Candia for my al-

liance. At firft I hefitated, thinking 

that 

t1 

C 

,a 

(' 
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Lhat the ifiand of Candia would be a 

1110ft valuable acquifition to the fove .. 

reign who at that time employed me, 

and that the moft delicious wines, fu .. 

gar, &c. in abundance would flourifh 

on the ii1and; yet, when I confidered 

the trade of the Eaft-India Company, 

which would n1oft probably f uffer by 

the intercourfe with Perfia through 

the Mediterranean, I at once rejected 

the propofal., and had afterwards the 

thanks of the honorable the Houfe of 

Cornrnons for my propriety and politi-­

cal difcernment. 

I-laving been properly refre.fhed at 

Candia~ I again proceeded, and in a 

E J ihort 



[ 54 J 
fuort tune arrived in the land of 

Egypt. The land of this country, at 

leaft that part of it near the · fea, is 

very low, fo that I came upon it ere I 

was 'aware; and the pillar-of Po111pey 

got entangled in the various wheels of 

ihe machine, and dam-'ged the whole­

confiderably. Still I drove on through 

thick and thin, till palling over that 

great obelifk, the N eed1e of Cleopa­

t-ta,_ the work got entangled again~ 

and jolted at a iniferable rate over the 

mud and f wamp.y ground of all that 

country; yet 1ny poor bulls trotted 

on with . aftonifh.ing labor acrofs the 

lfthmus of Sue2i into the Re-d' .Sea·, 

and 
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and left a track, a!1 obfcure channel,. 

which has fince been taken by de Tott 

for the remains of a canal ct1t by fome· 

of the Ptolemies frorn the Red Sea 

to the Mediterranean: But, a5 you 

perceive, was in reality no more than. 

the track of my chariot, the car of 

~een Mab. 

As the artifts at prefent in that 

country are nothi~g wonderful, though 

the antient Egyptians, 'tis faid, were 

moft aftoniihing fellows, I could .uot 

procure any new coach-fprings,. or 

have a poffibility 0f fett ing my ma­

chine to rights in the kingdom 0£ 

Egypt; and as I could not pref u ~e to 

attempt 
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attempt another journey over-land, 

and the great mountains of marble 

beyond the fource of the Nile, I 

thought it moft eligible to make the . 

beft way I could, by fea, to the C~pe 

of Good I-Iope, where I fuppafed I 

fnould get fo1ne Dutch fmiths and 

carpenters., or perhaps fome Englifh 

artifis; and my vehiole being properly 

repaired, it was 1ny intention thence 

to proceed, over-land, through the 

heart of Africa. The f urface of the 

water I well knew, afforded 1efs refi.fr­

ance to the wheels of the n1achine., it 

paff'=d along the w~ves like the chariot 

of Neptune ; and in fi1ort., having 

gotten 
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gotten upon the Red Sea, we fcudded 

away to ad1niration, through the pafs 

of Babelmandel to the great W eftern 

coafl: of Africa, where Alexander had 

not the courage to venture. 

And really, mx friends, if Alexan­

der had ventured toward the Cape of 

Good Hope, he moil probably would 

have never returned. It is difficult to 
~ 

determine whether there were then any 

inhabitants in the more fouthern parts 

of Africa or not: Yet, at any rate, 

this conqueror of the world would 

have made but a nonfenficar adven­

ture; his miferable i11ips, not con~ 

trived-for a long voyagr, would have 

become leaky, and foundered , before 

he 
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he could have doubled the Cape, 

and left his Majefl y fairly beyond the 

limits of the then known world. Yet it 

would have been an auguft exit Tor _an 
-

A lexander, after having fubdued Per[la 

and India., to go, wandering, the Lord 

knows where, to Jup iter Amrnon, 

perhaps; or on a voyage to the moon., 

as an Indian chief once fai<l to Capt. 

Cooke. 

But.,, for my part, I .was far more 

fuccefsful than Alexander-I drove 

on with the tnoft arna_?ing rapidity ; 

and thinking t? halt on f11ore · at the 

Cape, I unfortunately drove too clofe, 

and ihattere<l the right fide wheels of 

my vehicle agai nft' the- rock, now 

called 

fu 



L 59 J 

called the Table - Mountain. The 

n1achine went againft it with fud1 im­

petuofity, as completely fbiver_ed th~ 

rock in a horizontal direction ; fo that 

the fumn1it of the rnountain, in the 

forn1 of a femifphere, was knocked 

into the fea; and the fteep mountain 

beconjing thereby fl::tted at the top, 

has fince received the nan1e of the 

Table-Mountain, from its fimilarity to , 

that piece of furniture. 

J uft as this part of the 111ountain was 

knocked off, the ghoft of the Cape, 

that tremendous fpright, which cuts 

f uch a figure· in the Lu.Gad, was difco­

vered fitting fquat, in an excavation 

formed for him in the centre of the 

mountain. 
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n1ountarn. I-Ie feemed juft like a 

- young bee in hii little cell before he 

comes forth; or like a bean in a bean­

p6d: And when the upper part of the 

rnountain was f plit acrofs and knock ea. 

off, the fuperior half of his perfon 

was diCco-vered. He appeared of a 

, bottle -61 u e color, and ftarted, dazzled 

with the unexpected glare of the light: 

Hearing the dreadful rattle of the 

l wheels, and the loud chirping of the 

crickets, he was thunder-ftruck ! and 

I , infi:antly giving a fbriek, ·funk down 

ten choufand fathom into the earth; 
11 

while the mountain, vomiting out 

fome finoke, filently clofrd up after 

him, apd left not a trace behind ! 

CHAPTER 

I . : 
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CHAPTER IV .. 

'lhe Baron Jecures his chariot, &c. at 

the Cape, and takes his pajfage for 

England in an hl1neward-bound ln­

diama;1.-U7·7ecked upon an lfland of 

ice near the cJafl of Guinea.-Fjcapes 

from the wreck, and rears a variety 

a/ vegetables upon the ijland.-Meets 

'Jome vejfels belonging to the negroes 

bringing white /laves from Eurote, in 

1·etaliation, to work upon their p.'cm­

tations in a cold climete near the South 

Pole.-Arrives in England, (],nd la)'s 

.tP1 account of his expedition befo;·e the 

P,-ivy Council.-Great prepart?,tions 

F f or 
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for a new expeditio,n :-'I'he Sphinx, 
Gog and Magog, and a great coni­

_pany attend him.-'I'he ideas of Hi­

laro Fro.fticos rejpefling the interior 

parts of Africa. 

I l'erceived with 'grief and conller­

nation the mifcarriage of all my 

.apparatus; yet I was not abfolute-
, 

Jy dejeB:ed: A great rnind is never ' 

k nown but in adverfity. With per­

-million of the Dutch governor, the 

chariot was properly laid up in a great 

ftorehoufe, erected at the water's edge., 

and the ·bulls received every refreih-

ment 

. 
1n 



ment poffible after fo terrible a voyageo 

vVell, you may be f ure, they 'deferved 

1 t ; and therefore every attendance 

was engaged for the1n, until I fuould 

return. 

As 1t was not poffibJe to do any 

thing more, I took 1ny paifage in a 

ho1neward-bound Indian1an, to return 

to London and lay the matter before 

the privy council. 

We met with nothing particular 

until we arrived upon the coaft of 

Guinea, where, to our utter ;dloniih­

n1ent, we perceived a great hill, fee1n­

ingly of glafs, advancing againft us 

in the open fea : The rays of the fun 

F z were 



were reflected. fron1 it with -foch fp-lel1'­

dor, that it was extremely difficult ~o 

gaze at the phenomeno.n. I immedi·­

atdy knew it to be an ifl.and of ice, 

and though info very warm a latitude, 

-determined to make all_ p o1lble -fail 

fro1n fuch horrible danger. vVe did fo, 

but all in va-in,. for about eleven 

o'clock at night, blowing a v~ry hard 

gale, and exceedingly dark, we fl:ruck 

llpon the ifland. Nothing eould equal 

the difrraction, the ihrieks, and def­

pair of the whole crew, until I, 

k nowing there was not a moment to 

lore, cheered up their fpirits, and 

bade them · not defpond, but do as I 

ihould 

al 

a 

rn 
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.!hould requeft them. In a few minutes 

the veifel was half full of water; and 

the enonnous caftle of ice that fe;emed 

to hem us in on every fide, in fome 

places falling in.- hideous fragrnents 

upon the deck, killed the one half of 

the crew; upon which, getting upon 

the fummit of the i:naft, I contriyed to 

make it faft to a great promvntory 

of the ice, and calling to the re­

mainder of the crew to follow me, we 

all efcaped from the wreck, and got 
, 

upon the fummit of the ifland. 

The rifing fun foon gave us a 

dreadful profpecl: of our fituation, and 

the lof.s, or rather icefication of the 

F3 veifel; 
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veff el ; for being clofed in on every 

fide with caftles of ice during the 

night, -fhe was abfolutely frozen over 
-

and buried, in f uch a 1nanner, that 

we could behold her under our feet, 

even in the central folidity of the 

iiland. Having debated what was beft 

to be done, · we imrnediately cut ~own 

through the ice, and got up fome of 

the cables of the veffel, and the boats, 

which making faft to the i!land, we 

towed it with all our might, deter­

mined to bring home ifland and all, or 

periili in the attempt. On the fummit 

of the jfland we placed what oak_t1m 

and dregs of every kind of n1atter we 

could 
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tafte any thing of the kind more de­

licious in England : In Jhort, though 

the fcurvy had made dreadful progrefs 

111 t1
11 an1ong the crew before our ftriking 

upon the ice, the fupply of vegetables, 

and ef pecially the ~read fruit, and 

pudding fruit, put •an almoft imme­

diate flop to the diftemper. 

W c ,had not proceeded thus 1nany 

weeks, advancing with-incredible fatigue 

by continual towing, when we fell in 

with a fleet of N egromen, as they called 
' ,. 

them. Thefe wretches, I muft inform 

you, n1y dear friends, ·had found means 

to make prizes of thof e veffels from f ome 

E uropeans upon the coaft of Guinea.; 

and 







and tafting the fweets of our luxury, 

had formed colonies in feveral new dif­

covered ifiands, near the fouth pole, 

where they had a variety of plantations 

of fuch matters -as would . only grow 

in the coldeft climates. P ... s the black 

inhabitants of Guinea were unfuited to 

the cli1nate, and exceffive cold of the 

country, they fonned the diabolical 

project of getting Chriftian naves to 

work for them. For this purpofe, they 

fent vdfds every year to the coaft of 

Scotland,- the northern parts of Ire-
, 

land and Wales, and were even fome-

times feen off the coaft of Cornwall. 

And .having purch-afed, or entrapped, 

by 
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by fraud or violence, a great number of 

1nen, women, and children, they pr~-
I 

ceeded with their cargoes of human flefh 

to the other end of the world, an~ fold 

the1n to thei r planters; where they were ' 

flogged into obe,dierice, and made to 
• 

work like horfos all the reft of their lives. 

My blood ran cold at the idea, while 

·every one on the ifiand alfo expreffed 

his horror that f u ch an iniquitous traf­

fic !hould be fuffered to exift. But, 

except by open violen~e, it was found 

impoffible to deftroy the trade, on ac­

count of a barbarous prejudice, en­

tertained of late by the negroes, ,that 

the white people have no fouls !-

However,. 
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However, we were determined to ai:­

tack them, and fteering down our 

ii1and upon them, foon overwhelmed 

them; we faved as many of the 

white people as poffi_ble, but pufhed 
~ 

all the blacks into the water againo 

-The poor creatures we faved 

fron1 ilavery were fo overjoyed, that 

they wept aloud through gratitude : 

and we experienced every delightful 

fenfation, to think what happineis we 

.fhoulci fhower upon their parents, 

their brothers, and fifrers, and chit .. 

dren, by bringing them home fafe, 

redeemed from ilavery, to the bofom 

of their native country. 

Having 



.. 

Having happily arrived in England, 

I i1nn1ediately laid a ftatement of my 

voyage, _&c. before the Privy Coun­

cil; and intreated an immediate af­

fiftance to travel jnto Africa, and, if 

poiliblr, refit my former machine, 

and take 1t along with the refl:. 

Every thing, was inftantly granted 

to my fati sfac1:ion, and I received or­

ders to get n1y.felf ready for departure 

as foon as poffible. 

As the Emperor of China had fent 

a mofl: curious animal as a prefent to 

E urope, which was kept in the Tower; 

and it being of an enormous ftature, 

and capable of performing the voyage 

with 
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wi:th eclat, £he was ordered to attena 

me. She was called Sphinx, and was · 

one of the moft tremendous th~>Ugh 

magnificent figures I ever behel~. 

She was harneffed with fu,perb trap: 

pings to a large flat botco1ned boat, 

in which was placed an edifice of 

wood, exactly refembling Weftminfter .. 

hall. Two balloons were placed over 

it, tackled ~y a number .of ropes to 

the boat, to keep up a proper .equi­

librium, and prevent it from over­

turning, or filling:, from the prQdi­

gious weight of the fabric. 

The iLterior of the edifice was de- ~ 

coxated ivith feats, in the form of an 

V -01. II. G amphi 
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amphitheatre, and crammed as full as 

it could hold with lacJies and lords, as 

a c_ouncil and retinue for your humble 

, fervant. Nearly in the centre was a 

feat elegantly decorated for myfelf, 

and on either fide of me was placed 

the fa1nous Gog and Magog in a11 ,,. 

their pomp. 
-The· lord Vifcount Gofamer being 

our poftiHion, we floated gallantly 

down the river, the noble Sphinx 

ga111boling like the huge Leviathan, 

and towing after her the boat and 

balloons. 

TI1us we advanced, failing gently, 

into the open fea; being calm wea­

ther 

p 
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ther we could fcarce feel the motion 

of the vehicle, and, paifed our time 

in grand debate upon the glorious in­

tention of our voyage, and the difco­

veries that would refult. 

I am of opinion, faid my noble 

friend, Hilaro Frofticos, that Africa 

was originally inhabited for the greate.r 

part, or, -1 may fay, fubjugated by 

lions; which, next to 1nan, feem to be 

the moft dreaded of all mortal tyrants., 

The country in general, at leaft what 

we have been h-itherto ab]e to di fco ... 

ver, feetns n.ther inimical to hu tnan 

life; the intolerable drynefs of the· 

place, t_he burning fands that over~ 

, G 'l whel1n 



whelm whole a-rmies and cities in 

general ruin, and the hideous life ma-
, 

_ny roving hordes are compelled . to 

lead, incline me to think, that if ever 

we form any great fettlements there­

in, it will become the grave of our 

, countrymen. Yet it- is nearer to us 

than the Eaft Inqies; and I cannot 

but imagine, that in many places, 

every produclion· of China, and of the 

Eaft and W efr Indies, would flourilh, 

if properly attended to. And as the 

country is fo prodigiou11y extenfive 

and . unknown, what a fource of dif­

covery 1nuft not it contain !-In fact, 

we know lefs about the interior 0£ 
, Africa 

.... 
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Africa than we do of the moon; for :1 -

jn this latter, we meafure the very pro• 

minences, an~ obferve the varieties· 

and inequalities of the f urface ,through, 

our glaffes, 

Forcfls and mountains on her /potted orb; 

But we fee nothing in the interior of 

Africa, but what fome compilers of 

. maps or geographies are fanciful 

enough to i1nagine. What a happy 

event, therefore, fuould we not expect 

froin a voyage of difcovery and co­

lonization, undertaken in fo magni-­

ficent a ftile as- the prefent-what a 

pride-what an acqui.G.tion ·to philo• , 

fophy ! 
CHAPTER 
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CH APTER V. 

Count Gojamer thrown by Sphinx into 

the jnow on the top of 'I'eneriffe.­

Gog and Magog conduct Sphinx for 

the re.ft of t~e voyage.-'I'he Baron ar­

rives at the Cape, and unites his for­

mer chariot, &c. to his new retinue.­

P.ajfes into Africa, proceeding from the 

Cape nortbward.-Defeats a hojl of­

lions by a curious. flratagem.-'I'ra­

'Vels through an immenje dif.ert.­

His whole company, chariot, & c. over­

whelmed /Jy a whirlwind of /and.­

Extricates them, .and arrives m a 
/erti/f ,ount7. 

THE 
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THE brave Count Gofamer, with 

a pair of hell-fire fptirs on, rid­

ing upon Sphinx, directed the whole 

retinue toward the Madeiras. But 

the count had no fmal1 fhare of an 

amiable vanity; and perceiving great 

multitudes of people, gafcons, &co 

affembled upon the French coaft., he 

could not refrain from fhewing fome 

fingular capers, fuch as they had never 

feen before : But efpecially when he 

obferved all the members of the Na ... 

tional Affembly extend themfelves along 

the 
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the i'hore~ as a piece of French polite .. 

nefs, to honor this expedttion, with. 

Rou.ffeau,. Voltaire, and Belzebub at 

their head; he fet fpurs to Sphinx, and,. 

at the fame time, cut and cracked away 

as hard as-he could,. holding in the reins. 

with all his 1night, £hiving to make· 

the creature plunge aud f1iew fomtr 

·t.1ncommon diverfion. But fulky and. 

il.1-tempered was Sphinx at the time;. 

the plunged indeed-fuch a devil of a:. 

plunge! that ihe dafhed hirn in one jerk 

over her head, and he fell precipitately­

into the water before her. It was irn 

the :8ay of Bifcay, all the· world knows. 

a very boifterous fea ;, and Sphinx~-

fearing· 
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foaring he would be drowned, never 

turned to the left or to the right out 

of her way, but advancing furious, 

juft ftooped her head a little, and fup­

ped the poor Count off the water into 

her mouth, together with the quantity 

of two or three tuns of water, which 

!he muft have taken in along with 

him, but which were to fuch an enor­

mous creature as Sphinx nothing more 

than a fpoonful would be to any of 

you, or me. She f wallowed him, but 

when fhe ~ad got hitn in her ftomach, 

his long fpurs fo fcratched and tickled 

her, that they produced the effect of 

an e1netic. No fooner was he in, but 

out 



out he was fquirted with the moft hor .. -

rible impetuofity ,._ like a ball or a 1hell , 

from the caliber of a mortar.' Sphinx 

was at this time quite fea.;.fick ; and 

the unfortunate count was driven forth 

like a fky-rockec, and landed upon the 
' . 

peak o( Teneriffe, plunged over head 

and ears into the fnow-requiejcat iu 

pace! . 

I perceived all this mifchief fr-0m 

my feat in the · ark, but was in fuch · a 

convulfion of laughter, that I could 

not utter an intelligible word. And 

now, Sphinx, deprived of her poftillion, 
, 

went on in i zigzag direcrion, and 

ga1nboled away after a moft dreadful 

manoere-
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·manner. And thus had every thing 

gone to wreck had I not given inflant 

orders to Gog and Magog to fally 

forth. They plunged into the water, 

and f wimming on each fide, got at 

length right before the animal and 

then feized the reins. Thus they 

continued f wjmming on each fide 

like tritons, holding the 1nuzzle of 

Sphinx; while I, fallying fort)1 afl:ride 

upon the creature's back, ileered for-

1.vard on our voyage to the Cape of 

Good Hope. 

Arriving at the Cape I imlnediately 

gave orders to repair my former cha­

riot and machines, which were very 

expe .. 

f 



expeditioufly performed by the excel .. 

_lent artifts I had brought with me from 

Europe. And now .every thing being 

refitted, we launched forth upon the 

water -: Perhaps there never was any 

thing feen m?re glorious or more au ... 

guft. 'Twas: 1nagnifice-nt to behold 

Sphinx make her obeifance on the 

water, and the crickets chirp upon the 

];)ulls in return of the falute; while 

Gog and Magog -advancing, took the 

reins of the great John Mowmowfky, 

.and leading towards us, chariot and all, 

infbintly difpofed of them to the fore 

part of the ark by hooks and eyes, 

and tackled Sphinx -before all the bulls. 

Thus 







Thus the whole had a moft tremen ... 

<lous ,-and triULnph~l appearance. In 

front floated forward the m-ighty Sphinx: 

with Gog and Magog on each fide; 

next followed in order the hulls 

with crickets _upon their heads; and 

then advanced the chariot of ~een 

rv'lab, containing the curious feat and 

orrery of Heaven; after which ap­

peared the boat and ark of council, 

over-topped with two balloons, which 

gave an air of greater lightnefs and 

elegance to the whole. I placed in the 

galleries under the balloons, and on 

the backs of the bulls, a number of 

excellent vocal perfonners, with mar .. 

I-I tial 
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6al mufic of clarinets and trumpets. 

They fung the vVatery Dangers, and 

the Pomp of deep Cerulian !-The 

fun fhone glorious on the water, while 

the proceffion advanced t(?Ward the 

]and, under five hundred arches of 
' ice, illuminated with colored lights, 

and ado_rned _in -the ~oft grotefque an1 

fanciful ftile with fea weed, elegant 
/ 

feftoons, and fhells of every kind; 

while a thoufand water-fpouts danced 

eternally before and after us, attract­

ing the water fro1n the fea in a kind of 

.eone, and f uddenly uniting with the 

moft fantaftical thunder and lightning. 

Having~ 

\ 

' 
JO 

~ 

to 

pr 
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Having landed our whole retinue, 

we immediately began to proceed to­

ward the heart of Africa; but firft 

thought it expedient to place a num­

ber of wheels under the ark for its 

greater facility of advancing. We 

journeyed nearly due north for feveral 

days, and met with nothing remark .. 

able except the aftoni!hment of the 

favage natives to behold our equi­

page .. 

The Dutch government at the Cape, 

to do them juftice, gave us every pof­

fible affiftance for the expedition. I 

prefum~ they had received inftruction, 

Qn that head from their High Mighti-

H 2 ne!fes 
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neffes in Holland~ I--Iowever, they 

prefented us with a fpecimen of fome 

~f the moft excellent of their Cape 

wine, and-fuQWed us every politenefs 

in their power. As to the face of the 
. 

~ountry, as wt advanced, it appear.ed 

in many places-capable · of every culti­

vation. and of abunda-nt ·fertility. The 

natives and Hottentots of this part of 

Africa hav.e been frequently defcribed 

by travellers, .. and therefore it is not 

neceffary to fay any. more about the1n: 

But,. in the rnore interior parts of Africa 
. 

the appearance,. manners, and genius-

of the people are totally different. 

Vie 



We directed our courfe by the com,., 

pafs and the ftars) getting- every day· 

prodigious quantities. of game in the· 

woods, and at night encarnpine; within, 

a proper enclofure for fear of the wild. 

beafrs... Oi:rn whole day in particular 

we heard on every fide, . among the 

hills, the horrible roaring of lions, ' 

re.founding from rock to rock ]ike 

broken thunder. It feemed as if chere· 

was a .. general rendezvous of all thefe 
( 

fav:age animals to fall upon our. party,. 

That whole day we advanced with· 

caution, our hunters frarce venturing 

beyond piftol fhot from the caravan, 

for feat of diifolution. At night we 

H 3 encamped , 

... , 
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f_ncamped: _as ufual,, and. threw · up ~ 
circular entrenchment round our tents ... 

We had-fr:arce retired to repofe when: 

w.e - found ourfelves- ferenaded' by at 

leaft one thoufand· lions} approaching· 

eqJ1ally on every fide, _ and within an. 

hundred paces.. Our cattle lhewed the· 

rnoft. horrible fyrnptoms . of fear, _ alt 

tremblingi . and in cold perfpiration ... 

l direG1:ly or1ered. the whole com--­

pany to ftand to their ar.1ns, and not to" 

make any noife by firing till I fhould'. 

command thern. . I then took a large:· • 

quantity of tar, which I had brought . 

with our caravan for that purpofe, and: 

ihewed it- in a continued ftream round 

the-

ti 
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the en-camp1nent; within which circle 

of tar I immediately placed another 

tram or circle of gun-powder; and 

having taken this p~ecaution, I anxi­

oufly waited the lions approach.­

Thefe dreadful animals knowing, l 

prefume, the force of our troop, ad­

vanced very fiowly, and with caution; 

approaching on every fide of us witl 

an equal pace, and growling hideouS, 

in concert, fo as to refemble an earth­

quake, or f ome fimilar convulfion of 

the world. When they had at length ad-· 

vanced and fteeped all their paws in the 
. 

tar, they put their nofes to it, finelling 

it as if it were blood, and daubed 

their 
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thdr 'great bufhy hair and whiikers, 

with it equal to their paws. At that. 

very inftant, .,,,when, in concert, they 

were going. to give the mortal dart. 

upon us" I difchargecL a piftol at the 

t!ain, of gunpowder.,, which inftantly 

exploding; on every fide,, made all the. 

'lions recoil in g_eneral uproar, and take 

to flight with, the utmofl:. precipitation ... 

ln an inftant. we could behold thern., 

fcattered through the woods at fome. 

diftance,_ roari~g in agony.,. and mov­

ing_ about like. fo, 1nany. Will-o' -the .... , 

Wifps, their p.aws ,and face.s all on fire. 

from the tar and'. the gun-powder; I · . 

then ordere.d a. general_ purfuit: We~ 

followed t 
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followed them on every fide through 

the woods, their own light ferving as 

our guide, until, before the rifing of 

the fun, we followed into their faft.:. 

ndfes and fl1ot or otherways deftroyed 

every one of the1n: And during the 

whole of our journey after, we never 

heard the roaring of a lion; nor did 

any wild beaft prefume to make ano­

ther attack upon our party, which 

ihe~s the excellence of immediate pre. 

fence of mind, and the terror infpired 

into the moft favage enemies by a pro-­

per and well-timed proceeding. 

"\Ve at length arrived on the confines 

of an · immeafureable defert-an i1n-­

men1e 
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rnenfe plain, extending on every fide ' 
,, 

of us like an ocean. Not a tree, nor 

a ihrub, nor a blade of grafa was 

· to be feen, but all appeared an extreme 

fine fand, mixed with gold-duft and. 
\ 

little fparkling pearls. 

The gold-9uft and pearls appeared 

to us of little value, becaufe we could 

C have no expectation of returning· to 

England for -a confiderable time. We 

obferved, ' at a great difiance, fome-: 

thing like a fmoke rifing juft over the 

verge of the horizon ; , and looking 

with our telefcopes, we perceived i~ to 

be a vyhirlwind tearing up the fand. and 

toiling it about in the heavens with 

frightful 

f: 

b 

n 
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frightful impetuofity. I immeaiately 

ordered my company to erect a mound 

around us of a great fize, which we 

did with aftoni!hing labor and perfe­

verance; and then roofed it over with 

certain planks and timber, which we 

l1ad with us for the purpofe. Our la­

bor was fcarcely finifhed when the fand 

came rolling on like the waves of the 

fea ; 'twas a ftorm and river of fand 

united. It continued to advance in the 

farne direction, without intermiffion, 

for three days, and completely covered 

over the mound we had erected, and 

buried us all within. The intenfe 

heat of the place was intolerable; but 

g ueffing 



gueffing by the ceff ation of the noife, 

that the ftorm was paffed, we fet about 

digging a paffage to the light of day 

again, which we effected ~ in a very 

fhort time; and afcending, perceived 

that the whole had been fo completely 

covered with the fand, that 1:here ap­

peared no- hills,_ but ohe continu­

ed plain, with inequalities or ridges 

on- it like the waves of the fea. We 

foon extricated our vehicle and reti­

nue from the burning fands, but not 

without great danger, as the heat was 

- very violent, and began to proceed on 

our voyage. Storms of fand of a 

fimilar nature feveral times attacked 

u_s, 
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us__. ·but by 1:1fing the fame ,precautions 

we preferved ourfel ves repeate.d]y from 

deftruB:ion. Ha vin_g travelled more 

than nine thoufand miles over this in­

hofpitable plain,, expofed to the per­

pendi.cular rays of a bunring fun, 

without ever meeting a rivulet, or a 

fhower fro1n .Heaven to refrefh us, we. 

at length became almofr defperate; 

when, to our inexpreffible joy., we 

beheld fome mountains at a great dif­

tance; and on our neater approach, 

obferved them covered with a carpet of 

verdure, and groves and woods-.­

N othing could appear more romantic 

or beautiful than the rocks and preci-

V oL. II. I pices 
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pices intermingled with flowers and' 

furubs of every kind, and palrn trees 

of fuch a prodigious fize as-toSurpafs 

any thing ever feen in Europe. Fruits 

of all kinds· appeared growing wild in 

the utmoft abundance, and antelopes 

and fheep, and buffaloes, wandered 

about the groves- and vallies in profu­

!ion. The trees refounded with the 

mel~dy of birds, and every thing 

difplayed a general fcene of rural hap.. ,,. 

pinefs and joy-.. 

CHAPTER 
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CH A p TE R vr .. 

A feafl on Hve bulls and kava.-The 

inhabitants admire the European ad­

venturers. -:Ike emperor comes to meet 

the b(?,rOn7 a7'fd pays him great compli­

ments.-'I'he inhabitants of tbe centre 

of Africa dejcended from the people of 

the Moon, pro·ved by an injcril;tion in 

Africa, and by the analogy of their 

language; which is a!fo the Jame 

with that of the antient Scythians.-

-'l'he baron is declared Jovereign of the 

interior of Africa on the deaaje of the 

e1,2peror. -He endeavours to abolijh 

the cuff om of eating live bulls, which 

I 2 excites 

, 
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excites much difcontent.~The advice­

of Hilaro Frojficos · upon the occa.fion"' 

_ -The baron makes a Jpeech to the aj­

Jembly of. the-ftatc?s ; which only ex­

cites greater murmurs.-:-He' · coefults-

witb Hilar,o Frojlicos~. 

H AVING paff"ed over the -nea;eft 

' mountai!ls, we ent€red- a delight. 

ful val~, where we · perceiv-ed a muhi­

tude of perfons· ~t a- feaft of living 

bulls, whofe flein they cut away with 

great knives,, making a tab.le of the 

creature"s, carcafe ; ferenaded by the . ' . 

-bellowing of ~he unfortunate animal .. -

N 9thing 
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Nothing feemed requifite to add to the 
-

barbarity of this feaft but kava, made 

as defcribed in Cook's voyages; and 

at the conclufion of the feaft we per-· 

ceived them brewing this liquor, which 

they drank with the utmoft avidity. 

From that moment, infpired with an 

idea of univerfal benevolence, I de .. 

terrnined to aboliih the cuftmn of eat­

ing live fleih, and drinking of kava. 

But I knew that fuch a thing could 

not be immediately effected, whatever 

in future time might be performed. 

Having refted ,ourfelves during a few 

clays, we determined to fet out toward 

the priQcipal city of the empire. The 

I 3. fingularity 
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fingularity of our appearance was fpo­

ken of all over the country, a-s a phreq 

nomenon.. The multitude looked. up­

on Sphinx,. the bc1lls, the crickets, 

· the balloons). and _the whole cmnpany ,. 
-

as fomething more than ti~rreftrial ;· but 

cfpeciaHy the thunder of o,ur fire arms.) 

'Which ftr-uck horr-or and amaze1nent: 

int0 the whofo nation. 

We at length a.rr.ived at the· me­

trop0lis), frtuated on the banks of a, 

noble ri.ver ;. and· the emperor,, attended· 

by all his cour.t, , came out in. gran~ 

pr.oceffio~, to meet us.. The emperor 

appeared mouf.>Ud on . a dromedary,, 

royally caparifo-n€d~ with all his. at,. 

tendants 

• 



tendants on foot,. thiough refp.eB: foi· 

his majefty. He was-rather above the 

micldle ftatm.ie of that: country,. four 

feet three inch.es in height, with a 

countenance Eke· a:11 his- countrymen~ 

as white as in.ow !. He was preceded 

by a band of moft exquifice muli~ 

according to the fafh-i-on of the country, 

and his whole retinue halted within 

about fifty, paces. of our trQop.. We 

returned th.e falvte by a difcharge of , 

n1uiketr.y, and a flo.urilh Qf our trurn­

pets. and 1nartial 1nufic. I co,m1nanded 

out caravan to halt,_ and difinounting, 

advanced, uncovered, witli only two 

attendants toward his majefty. The 

emperor-



' 

tmperor was equally pol1te,, ltnd de02 

f-cendingf.rom his drom€dary, advaneed 

to meet n1e.. I a-m. happy,. faid he.,, ·.to· 

have the honour to receive fo illu.ftriou~ 

. a traveller, and affure you that every 

thing in my <empire fhall be at. yomr 

difpofaf~ J , J 

I thanked hrs-majefty for his pol'i.te­

nefs, ~ and expre.ffed how happy I was 

to meet fo polilhed and refined a peo-- . 
ple in the centre of Africa;. and· th~t 

I hoped to fhew myfelf and company 

grateful for his efteem,. by introduci-~g 

the afts and fciences of Europe amo.ng: 

the people, 

I im-
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r immediately perceived the true 

defcent of this people, which does not 

appear of terreftrial origin, but de ... 

fcended fro1n fome of the inhabitants 

of the moon;, becaufe the principal 

language. fpok en there, and in the cen­

tre of Africa, · is very nearly the fan1e. 

"Their alphabet and method of writi"ng 

are pretty much the fame, and ihew 

the extreme antiquity of this p eople, 

and their exalted origin. I here give 
• 

you a fpecimen of their wntmg (*) 

sregnah dna skoohtop. 

( ") l'ia'f 0 1rc,fo<Jta de Orig. Hung . p. 46, 
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.. 

-IJi~dS I §.~rd! .~ 

Thefe ·characters l have fubmitted to 

the infpeEtion of a celebrated anti- . 

quariao;, and it will be:proved to the 

fatisfaction of every on_e in his -next 

volun1e, what an immediate intercourfe· 

there muft have been between the in:.. 

habitants of the moon and the antient 

Scythians ;. which Scythians did not,. 

by any means, inhabit-a part of R1.:1ffia, 

but .the- central part of Africa.,, as I 

can a9undantly prove to 1ny very. 

learned and labo.rious friend.-The: 

above 
' 
IQ 
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:above words, -written in our characlers
1 

are sregnah dna skoohtop ; that is, the 
. 

Scythians are·of heavenly origin. The 

word sregnah, which fignifies Scythians, 

is compounded' ef .sreg or sre; whence 

.our prefent Englilh word fire, or fir; 

and nab, or gnah, knowledge; becaufe 

the Scythians united the e!fentials of 

nobility and learning together; dna 

fignifies heaven, or belonging to the 

moon, from duna, who was antiently 

worihipped as gocldefs of that lumi. 

n ary. And sl oohtop fignifi es the origin · 

o r beginning of any thing, from skoo, 

the nan1e ufed in the 1noon for a point 

in geometry ; and top or htop vege-

tat10no 
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tation. Thefe words -are infcribed at 

this day upon a pyramid -in the centre 

of Africa, nearly at the fource of the 

ti ver Niger; and if any one refufes 

his -alfent, h~ -may go there to be 

convinced. 

The emperor conducl:ed me to his 

\, · court .amidft the ad1niration of . his 

· court1er3, and paid us .every poffible 

poJitenefs that African 1nagnificence 

c-0uld beftow. He never prefumed to 

proceed on any expedition without 

confulting us; and looking upon us 

as a fpecies of fuperior beings, paid 

the greateft refpect to o_ur opinions. 

He frequently aiked n1e about the 

ftates 
ac 



fl:a~ s of Europe, and the kingdom of 

Great Britain, and appeared loft in 

ad1niration at the account I gave him 

of our .fhjpping, and the immenfity of 

the ocean. We taught him to regu. 

late the government nearly on the fame 

plan with the Britifu conftitution, and 

t0 infritute a parliament and degrees 

of nobility. His r.najdly was the laft 

of his royal line; and on his -deceafe, 

with the unanimous confent of the 

people, made me heir to .the whole 

empire. The nobility and chiefs of 

the country im1nediately waited upon 

me with petitions, intreating n1e to 

accept the government. I confulted 

·v 01.. II. K wid, 
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with my noble friends Gog and Ma .. 

gogJ &c. and after much con(ultation 

it was agreed that I fhould accept the 

government, not -as , actual and inde­

pendent monarch of the place, but as 
' 

viceroy to his ~ajefty of England. 

I now thought it high time to do 

away the cuftom of eating live fleih_ 

and drinking of k.ava; and for that 
-

purpofe ufed every perfuafi ve method 

to wean the majority• of the people 

, from it. This, to my aftonifhmenr, 

was not taken in goog part by the 

nation, and they looked with jealoufy 

at thofe · ftrangers., who wanted to 

»-lake innovations among them.· 

f N everthelefs , 

n 

fr 

!Oa 
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Neverthelefs, I felt much concern to 

think that my fellow creatures could 

be capable of fuch barbarity. I did 

every thing that a heart fraught with 

univerfal benevolence and good will 

to all mankind could b-e capable of 

defiring. I firft tried every method of 

perfuafion and incitement. I did no-t 

harihly reprove them; but I invited 

frequently whole thoufands to dine 

after the fafhion of Europe, upon 

roafted meat. Alas, 'twas all in vain, 

my goodnefs nearly excited a fedition .. 

They munnured among themfelves., 

fpoke of 1ny intentions, my wild and 

ambitious views, as if I, oh heaven !-

K 2 COHl ;, 
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could have had any perfonal interefi:ed 

motive in making them live like men, 

rather than like crocodiles and tigers._ 

-In fine-, perceiving that gentlenefs 

could be of_ no avail; well knowing 

-that when cornplaifance can effect no­

thing from - forne fpirits, compulfion 

excites ref peel: and veneration; I pro­

hibited under pain of the fevereft pe­

nalties, the drinking of kava, or eat­

ing of live fl.db, for the fp~ce of nine 

days, within the diftriB:s of Angalinar 

and Paphalgalna. 

But chis created fuch an univerfal 

abhorrence and detefcation of my go­

vernment, that my 111inifters, and even ..,, 

myfclf, 

F 
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myfelf, were univerfally pafq:uinadoed;,. 

l~n1poons,. fatyrs,. ridicule, and infult, 

were fhowered upon the name of Mun­

chaufen where ever it was mentioned;, 

and, in fine, there never was a govern­

ment fo much detdl:ed,, or with Cuch 

little reafon .. 

In this dilen1ma: 1 had recourfe to. 

the advice of my noble friend Hilaro­

Froflicos. In his good fenfe I now 

ex petted fo1ne refource ;. for the reft 

ef the council, who had advifed n1e 

to the former 1nethod, had given but 

a poor f pecimen. of their abilities and 

difcernment, or I fuould have f~1c-

ceeded more happily. In fuort, he 

K 3 addreffe<1 
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addre!red himfelf to me and to the 

council as follows : 

" It is in vain, moft noble M unc­

haufen, that your Excellency endea­

vours to compel or force thefe people 

to a li(e to which they have never been 

accufiomed.. In vain do you telr thern 

that apple pies, pudding,_ roaft beef, 

minced pies, or tarts, are delicious, 

tnat fugaz: i-s fweet, that wine is ex­

quifite. Alas, they cannot, they will 

not comprehend what delicioufnefs is, 

what f weetnefs, or what the flavor of 

the. grape. And even if they were 

convinced of the- fuperior excelJence 

of your way. of life, never, never would 

they, 
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they be p~rfoaded : and that, if for no. 

other reafon, but becaufe force or per­

fuafion is employed to induce them 

to 1t. Abandon that idea for the pre­

fent, and let us try another 1nethod~ 

My opinion, therefore, is, that we 

lhould at once ceafe all endeavours to 

compel or perfuade the1n. But let 

us, if poffible, procure a quantity of 

fudge from England, and carelefsly 

fcatter it over all the country; and. 

from this difpofal of matters, I pre­

fume, nay, I have a moral certainty, 

that we 1hall reclaim this people fro1n 

ho.rror and barbarity •. " 

Had 
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Had this been propofed at any other· 

ti1ne, it would have been violently 

0ppofed in the council; but now,. 

when every other attempt had failed" 

when there feemed no other refource,. 

the 1najority willingly fobmitted to­

they knew not what ; for they abfo-­

}utely had n.o idea of the manner, the· 

poffibility of { uccefs,. or how they could; 

bring matters to bear .. • However, 'twas. 

a fcheme; and as fuch they fubmitted •. 

For my part, I Iiftened with extacy to 

the words of Hilaro Frofticos ;. f0r I: 

knew that he had a moft fingular . 

knowledge of human kind, and could. 

humour and perfuade them on to their· 

OWll 
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own happinefs and uni verfal good. 

1'herefore, according to the advice of 

Hilaro, I difpatched a balloon with 

four men over the defert to the Cape 

of Good Hope, with letters to be 

forwarded to England, reqrnnng, 

without delay, a few cargoes of fudge .. 

The people had all this ti1ne re• 

1nained in a general irate of fennent 

and 1nurmur. Every thing that ran­

cor, low wit, and deplorable igno­

rance could conceive to afperfe my 

governrnent, was put in execution. 

The moft worthy, even the 1noft be­

neficent actions, every thing that was 

amiable, were perverted into oppofition. 

The 
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The heart of Munchaufen was not 

· made of { uch impenetrable fluff as 

to be infenfible · to the· hatred of even 

the moft worthlefs wretch in the whole 

kingdom; and once., at a general af­

fembly of the ftates., filled with an 

idea of fuch continued ingratitude, I 

fpoke as pathetic as poffible, not 

1nethought beneath my dignity, to 

1nake them feel for 1ne: That the 

univerfal good and happinefs of the 

people were all I wi!hed or defired­

that if my actions had been miftaken, 

or improper furmifes· formed, fiiH I 

had no wifh, no defire,. but the public 

welfare, &c. &c. 

Hilaro 
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Hilaro Frofticos was all this time 

much difturbed; he looked ftern]y at 

me-he frowned; but I was fo en­

groffed with the warmth of my heart, 

my intentions, that I underftood him 

not: In a minute I faw nothjng but as 

if through a cloud, ( fuch is the force 

of amiable fenfibility) lords, ladies, 

chiefs-the whole affembly fee111ed to 

'-

f wim before 111y fight. The more I 

thought on my good intentions, the 

lampoons which fo much affected rny 

delicacy, good nature, tendernefs-

1 forgot myfelf-I fpoke rapid, vio­

lent-beneficence-fire-tendernefs­

Alas ! l melted into tears ! 

Pi1h ! 

, . 



Pifh ! pifh ! faid Hilaro Frofticos ! 

Now, indeed, was my government · 

lampooned, fatyrized, carribonadoed, 

bepick1ed, and bedeviled. One day, 

with my ann full 9f lampoons, I 

ftarted up as Hilaro entered the room, 

-the tears in_ my eyes-Look, look 

he-re, Hilaro 1--how can · I bear all 

this ?-It is impoffible to pleafe them ; 

I will leave the government-I cannot 

bear it !-See what pitiful ane-cdotes­

what furmifes-I will 1nake my people 

feel for me-I will leave the govern-

1nent ! 

Pfuaw ! fays Hilaro.-At that fimple 

m.onofyJlable, I fo.und myfelf changed 

I 

fi 

\'1 
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as if by magic; for I ever looked on 

H.ilaro as a perfon fo experienced­

fuch fortitude-fuch good fen!e:-­

There are three fail under the con- -

voy of a frigate, added Hilaro, j uft 

arrived at the Cape, after a fortunate 

paff'age, laden with t"he fudge that we 

demanded. No time is to be loft; 

let it be i1nmediately conducted hither, 

and diflributed through the principal 

oranaries of the empire. 

Vot. I . CHAPTftt 
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C H A P TE R VII~ 

Aproclamation by the Baro__n.-Excej/ive 

. curiojity of the people to know what 

Fudge was.~'.fhe people in a general 

ferment about it.-'l'hey break open all 

the granaries fn the empire.-9:he 

'tijfetlions of the people conciliated.­

An ode performed in honor of the 

Baron.-His d!fcourje with - Fra­

grantia on the excellence of the mujic. 

s OM E time after, I ordered , the 

following proclamation to be pub­

lifhed 

t 
1 

fi 
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, lifued in the Court Gazette, and in 

all the other papers of the empire : 

MOST MlGHTY AND- PVISSANT LORD, 

HIS ExcELLEN CY TH,E 

LORD BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 

WHEREAS a quantity of fudge 

has been difl:ributed through all ·rhe 

granaries of the e1npire for particular 

ufes ; and as the natives have ever ex­

preffed their averfion to all manner of 

European eatables, it is hereby ftrictly -

fotbidden, under pain of the fevereft 

L 2 penal"-' 
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penalties, for any of the oflicers, 

charged with the keeping of the faid 

fudge, to give, fell, or fuffer to be 

fold, any _part or quantity whatever 

of th~ faid material, until it be agree. 

able unto our good will and pleafure. · 

MuNCHAUSEN, 

Dated in our cafile of Grif­

tarifka, this '_J'rifkil of the 

month of Unfkifh, in the 

year Moulikafra-navaf­

kafhna-vilda!h. 

Th_is-proc1a1nation . excited the ·1noir 

arcient _curiofity all over · the empire. 

Do you know what this fudge is ? 

faid 

n 
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faid lady Moofhilgaroufti to lord Dar­

narlaganl.-Fudge ! faid he-fl;ldge !' 

-No: What fudge !-I mean, re­

plied her ladyfuip, the enormous quan­

tity of fudge that has been diftributedi 

under guards in all the fhong places 

in the empire, and which is ftritl:ly 

forbidden to be fold, or given to any 

of the natives under the fevereft pe-

. nalties. Lord ! replied he,. what in 

the name of wonder can it be ?­

Forbidden! why it mu!l: ;-but pray 

do you, lady Fafha!ha!h, do you 

know what this fudge is ?-Do you,, 

lord Traftillauex ?-Or you, Mifs 

L 3 Grif ... 
, 
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Griftrlarkafh ?-What'! nobody know­

what this fudge can be ? 

It engroifed for feveral days the chit-­

chat of the whole empire. Fudge,_ 

fudge, fudge, refounded in all €Om­

panies, and in al1 places, -from_ the 

rifing until the fetting of the fun; . and 

- even at night, when gentle fl.eep· re. 

frefhed -the refi: of mortals, the ladies, 

of_ all that country were dreaming 0£ 

fudge l 

lJ pan my honor,- faid Kitty, as fhe­

was adjufting her modefty piece before­

the glafs) j uft aft~r getting out of bed,. 

there is fcarce any thing I would not 

give to know what this fudge can be. 

La! 

, 
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La !' 1ny- dear, replied !\1ifs Killrra­

riika, I have been dreaming the whole· 

night of nothing but fudge :. I thought· 

n1y lover kiffed my hand, and 

preifed 1t to his bofom, while I, 

frowning, endeavoured to wreft 1t 

fro1n hi1n; that he kneeled at my 

feet.-No, never, never will I look 

at you, cried I, till yo.u tell me what 

this fudge can be, or get me fo1~e of 

it.-Be gone ! cried I, with all the 

dignity of offended beauty, maj'effy, 

and a tragic queen.-Be gone ! never 

fee me 1nore, or bring me this deli­

cious fudge. He f wore on the honor 

of a knight, that. he would wander 

o'er 



o'er the world, encounter every dan­

ger, --perifh in the attempt, or fatisfr 

the angel of his foul. 

The chiefs and nobility of the na­

tion, when they met together to drink 

their · kava, fpoke of nothing hut 

fudge .-Men, women, and children,. 

all, all talked of nothing but fudge. 

'Twas a fury of curiofity, one general 

ferment,. an univerfal fever-nothing 

but fudge could allay it. 
-

But in one refpect they all agreed,. 

that government muft have had fome 
I 

interefted view in giving f uch pofitiv.:e 

order~ to pref erve it, and keep it from 

the natives· of the country. Petitions 

we.re 

0 

n 

0 
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were addreffed to me from all quarters., 

from every _corporation and body of 

n1en in the whole empire. 1'he ma-

jority of the people inftrucled their 

conftituents, and the parliament pre• 

fented a petition, praying that I would 

be pleafed to take the ftate of the 

nation under confideration, and give 

orders to fatisfy the people, or the mofi: 

dreadful confequences were to be ap-­

prehended. To thefe requefts, at the 

intreaty of rny council, I 1nade no 

reply., or at beft but unfatisfaclory 

anfwers. Curiofity was on the rack ; 

they forgot to lampoon the govern-­

ment, fo engaged were they about the 

fudge'.) 
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fudge. The great affembly of the 

' ftates could think of nothing elie. In-
M 

ftead of enacting laws for the regula-

tion of the people, inftead of con­

fulting what fhould feem mofi: wife, 

moft excellent, they could think, talk, 

and_ harang~e of nothing but fudge. 

-ln vaim. did the fpeaker call to order; 

the more checks they got, the more 

extravagant and inquifitive they were. 

In 1hort, the populace in many 

places rofe in the moft outrageous ..and 

tumultuous manner, f~rced open the 

gran.aries in all places in one· day, 
.. 
and triumphantly diftributed the fudge 

through the whole empire. 

Whether 

ili 
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Whether on account of the longing, 

die great curiofity, imagination, or 

the difpofition of the people, I cannot 

fay-but they found it infinitely to 

their tafte; 'twas an intoxication of ~ 

joy, fatisfatl:ion, and applaufe. 

Finding how much they liked this 

fudge, I procured another quantity 

from England, much greater than the 

former, and cautioufly bei-towed it 

over all the kingdom. Thus were 

the affections of the people regained; 

and they, from hence, began to ve­

nerate, applaud, and admire my go­

vernment more than ev~r. The fol­

lowing Ode was performed at the 

caftle, , 
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ca file, in the moft f uperb ftile, and 

-uuiverfally admired : 

-
.0. D E. 

Ye bulls and crickets, and Gog, Magog, 

And trump~ts high chiming anthropnog, 

Come fing -bl_ithe .choral all in og, 

Caralog, bafilog, fog, and bog ! 

Great and fuperb appears -thy cap fubEme, 

Admir'<i and wodhip'd as -the rifing fun; 

Solemn, majefric, wife, like hoary Time, 

And fam'd alike for virtue, fenfe and fun. 

Then fwell the n-oble fl:ra~n with fong 

· And elegance divine, 

While Godde.ffes around !hall throng, 

And all the Mufes Nine. 

And 

p 
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And bulls and crickets~ and Gog, Magog, 

And trumpets chiming anthrophog, 

Shall fing blithe choral all in og, 

Caralog, bafilo_g, fog, and bog! 

Thls piece of poetry was_ much ap,., 

plauded, admired, and enchored in 

every public ~ffe1nbly; celebrated as 

an aftonifhing e.ffort of .genius; and 

the mufic, compofed by Minheer 

Gafhafhbark Gkrghhbarwlkhk, :'*"~s 
.., . 

thought equal to the fenfe ! -

Never was there any thing fo univer-­

fally admired, the fummit of the 1noft 

exquifite wit, the · keeneft praife, the 

mofr excellent mufic. 

V 01.. II. M Upon 
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. i !lf& J Jt I g r It: r r. 1-

, . : ,1 £ f I FL EI e ~ I J C ti 
~:r- r J J d-~r I c r I r r JI 
:: : f r I e ~fM'w : 

Upon my honor, 'and the faith I 

o·we my love, faid ' I, mufic may be 

talked of i; En&land; but ·ro poffefs -

the very foul of harmony, the world 

fhould come to the performance of this 

Ode.-Lady F·ragrantia was at that 

·moment 
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moment drum1ning with her fingers on 

the edge of her fan, loft in a reverie., 

thinking £he was playing upon -­

Was it a forte piano ? 

. No, 1ny dear Fragrantia, faid I, 

tenderly taking her in my arms while 

Jhe melted into tears; never, nev.er, 

will I play upon any other -- ! 

0 ! 'twas divine, to fee her like a 

f ummer's morning, all b] ufuing and 

full of dew! 

M '.2 CHAPTER. 
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C H A P· T E R VI I I. 

'!:he Baron jets all the people of the em-
-

ptre to work to build a bridge from 

their country to Great Britain.-His 

,ontri1Vance to re11der the arch Jecure·. 

-Orders an i.njcr.iption _to be engraved 

on the bridge.-Returns with alt his 

co,npany, chariot, &c. to England.­

Surveys tEe kingdoms aiid nations under 

him from the middle of the bridge. 

. A ND now, moft noble baron, faid 

the illuftrious Hilaro Frofiicof., 

now is the time to 1nake this people 

proceed 

I. 
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proceed in any' bufinefs that we ,find­

convement. Take them at this pre­

fent ferment of the 1nind, let them not 

think, but at once fet them t0 worko. 

ln 1hort,. the whole nation. went he.art• 

ily to the bufi.nefs,, to build an edifice 

- { uch as was neveL" feen in any other 

country. I took care to fupply them 

with their favourite kav.a and fudge, 

and they worked like horfes. 1'he -

tower of Babylon, which, according to 

Hermogafuicus, was feven miles high, 

or the Chinefe walJ, . was a mere trifle, 

in comparifon to this ftupendous edi- . 

fice; which was completed_ in a very-

1hort f pace of time. 

It 
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It-was. of an immenfe height, far 

beyond any thing that ever had been 

before ere&ed-;· and off uch gentle .a[,. 

cen~, that a regiment of cavalry with 

a. train ~f c.annGm could afcend with 

perfect eafe and facility-. It feemed 

like a rainbow, in the heavens, the bafa 

of which appeared to· rife in the cen,. 
-

t-t-e of Africa, and the other· extremity 

feemed . to ftoop into Great Britain. 

A moil: noble bridge indeed,. and a 

p-iece of 1na.fonry that has outdone Sir 

Chriftopher Wren. W 'onderf-ul muft 

it have been, to-form fo tremendous an 

arch, efpe~ially as t~e artift's had cer­

tain difficulties to kbor againft). which 

they· 
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they could not have 1n the formation 

of any other arch i:n the world i I . 

mean, the attraction of the n1oon and 

planets: Becaufe the arch was of fo 

great a height,. and in f ome parts f0 

elongated from the ear.th,. as in a great 

meafure to diminilh in its gravitation 

to the centre of our globe ;, or rather) 

feemed more eafi.ly oper,ated t1pon by 

the attraclion of the planets : So that 

the ftones of the arch one would think, 

at certain times, were· ready to fall up 

to the moon,. and at other times. ro. faU 

down to the earth. But as the former 

was more to be dreaded,. I fecured 

fiab.ili-ty to the fabri.c by a very curio.us 

contrivance., 
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contrivance. I ordered ·the architects 

to get,the heads 'of fome hundred nuin­

Ikulls .and blockheads, and fix the1n 

to the interior furface of the arch, -at 

c~rtain inter,vals, all the-whole length; 

- by which means the arch .was held 
I 

. -
together firm, and its inclination to-

. , the earth eternally eftabliihed; becaufe 

of all the things in the world, the !ku1ls, 

of thefe kind of animals have a .ftr-ange 

facility of tending to the centre of the 

earth. 

The building being completed, . I 

caufed a~ infcript.ion- to be <mgr.ave~ 

in the moft -mag_nificent . ftile upon th_e ~ 

Jummit of t~e arch; _ in letters fo-great 

anQ 
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and luminous, that all veffels failing 

to the Eaft or Weft Indies might read 

them diftina in the heavens, like the 

motto· of Confiantine. 

KARDOL BdGARLAN KAI 'l'ON 

FARINGO SARGdL RA MO PASH­

ROL P Ar'INEAC CAL COLNI'I'OS 

RO NA FJLNA(]' AG.ASCJ'RA SA 

DING.ANNAL PANO. 

That is to fay, " As long as this arch 

and bond of union .lhall exift, fo long 

!hall the people be happy. Nor can 

all the power of the world affect the1n, 

unlefs the moon, advancing from her 

ufual fphere, fhould fo 1nuch attract 

the 

' 
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the 1kulls as to caufe a f udden eleva·. 

tion; on which, the whole wiJi fall 

into the moft horrible confufion." 

An eafy intercourfe being thus tfta­

blifued between Great Britain-and the 

centre of Africa, numbers travelled 

continually to and from both countries, 

and at my requeft mail coaches were 
~ 

ordered to run on the bridge betwee.o 

both empires. i:\fter fome ti~e, hav­

ing fettled th_e government perfectly to 

my . fatisfaclion, I requefted permif­

fion to refign, as a great cabal had 

been excited againft rpe in England ; 

I therefore received my letters of re-

call, 
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I 

caU, and prepared to return to Old 

England. 

In fine, I fet ' ·out upon my journey, 

covered with applaufe and general ad­

miration. I pi-oceeded with the fame 

retinue that I had before, Sphinx, Gog, 

and l\.1agog, &c. and advanced along 

the bridge, lined on each fide with 

rows of trees, adorned with feftoons 

of various flowers, and illuminated with 

colored lights. We advanced at a 

great rate along the bridge, which was 

fo very extenfive that we could fcarce 

perceive the afcent, but proceeded in­

fenfibly until we arrived on the centre 

of the arch. The view from thence 

was 
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was glorious beyond conceptiog; 'twas 

divine to look down on the kingdo1ns, 

and f~as, and i·fiaads under us. Africa · 

feetned in general of a tawny brownifh 
-

color, burned up by the fun; Spain 

fe,emed more in_clining to a yellow, on 

account off ome fields of corn fcattered 

over the kingdom; Fr_ance , appeared 

more inclining to a bright ·ftraw color, 

intermixed with green; and England 

appeared covered with the moft beau­

tiful verdure... I admired the appear­

ance of the Baltic fea, which evidently 

feenied to have been introduced be­

tween -thofe · countries by the f udden 

fplitting of the land; and that ori-

ginally 
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sin ally Sweden was united to the weft:-

ern coaft of Denmark; in 1hdrt, the 

whole interil:ice of the- gulf of Finland 

had no being, until thefe countries, 

by mutual confent, feparated from one 

another. Such were my phil0fophical 

meditations as I advanced, when I ob­

ferved a man in armour with a· tre-. 
mendous fpea.r or lance, and mounted 

upon a il:eed, adva cing againft me. 

I foon difcovered by a telefcope that it 

could be no other than Don ~ixote, 

and promifed myfelf much a1nufement 

in the rencounter. 

Vet. IL N CHAPT.IL 
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CH APTER IX. 

er'he Earon' s retinue is tJppojed in a heroic 

flile by Don !?2Jtixote, who in his turn is 

attacked bj Gog and Magog.-Lord 
' -
- Whittington with the Lord Mayor's 

-

Show to1nes to the aj}iflance of Dvn 

f.?l-uixote .-God and Magog ajfail h.:s 

lordjhip.-· Lord Whittington rna.kes a 

jpeech, o.nd de(ttdes _ Gog and Magog 

to his party.-A geneYal Jcene of up ­

roar and battle aniong the conzpany; 

until the Baron, with -gre{!,t prejen(e 

ef mind> appeajes the tttmult. 

WHAT 

u 

fo 
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w HAT art thou ? exclaimed Don 

~ixote on his potent freed. 

Who art thou? Speak,-or by the 

eternal vengean ce of mine arm, thy 

whole machinery iliall periih at found 
, 

of this my trumpet I 

Aftonifhed at fo rude a falutation, 

the great Sphinx ftopped fhort, and 

bridling up herfelf, q~ew in her head, 
, . 

like a fnail when it touches fomething 

that it does not like ; the bulls fet 

up a horrid bellowing; the crickets 

founded an alarm; and Gog and Ma-

Nz gog 



gog a-dvanced before the reft. One­

Q.f thefe powerful brothers had in his 

hand a great pole, - to the extremity of 

which was faftened a cord of about 

two feet in length, and to the end of 

the cord was faftened a ball of iron, 

with fpikes fhooting from it like the 

rays of a ftar; with this weapon he 

prepared to encounter; and advanc­

ing, thus he fpoke: 

" Audacious wight! that thus, in · 

com-pleat fteel array'd, doth dare to 

venture crofs my way, to ftop the 

great Munchaufen. Know then, proud 

knight, that thou .lhalt inftant perifh 

'neath my potent arm,'' 

Wben 
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When ~ixote, Mancha's knight, 

ref ponded firm: 

" Gia-antic monll:er? leader of 
0 

witches, crickets, and chimeras dire! 

-know thou, that here before yon azure 

heaven, the caufe of truth, of valor, 

and of faith right pure !hall ordeal 

counter try it!" 

Thus he fpoke, and brandilhing his 

mighty fpear, would inftant prodigies 

f ublime performed ; had not fome 

wight placed 'neath the tail dark 

R.ofinante, furze all thorny bafe : at .. 
which, quadrupedanting, plunged the 

freed, and inftant on the earth th 

knight ! Oar'd credo for his li fe. 

N 3 At 



,At that fame moment ten thoufand 

flogs ftarted · fro1n the morions of Gog 

and Magog, and furioufiy aifailed the 

knight on every fide. In vain he 

roared, and invoked fair Dulcina del 

Tobofo; for frogs wild croaking, feem­

ed more !oud·, more fonorous than all 

his- invocations. And th'l:ls in battle 

v ile the knight was overcome, and 

fpawn all f1warm·ed upon his glitte6ng 

helmetr 

t, Detefted mifcreant~ !' roared the 

-knight;- avaunt!· Enchanters dire and 

goblins could atone this arduous taik 

perform; to rout the knight of Man­

cha, foul defeat, and war even fuch as. 

ne\~r-



ne1.er was known before. Then hear~ 

.... 0 Del Tobofo ! hear my vows, that 

thus in anguifh of my foul I urge, 

'midft frogs, Gridalbin, Heca1on, Kai, 

Talon, and the Rove ! (for fuch the 

names and dJfinitions of their quafi,. 

ties, their fepa.rate powers·.) For Mer~ 

Jin plumed their airy flight, and then 

in watery moon-beam dyed his rod ec­

centric. At the, touch, ten thoufand 

frogs, ftrange metan1orphosrd, croaked 

even thus: And here they come, on 

( 

~ 

high beheft, to vilify the knight, that 

erft defended famed virginity, and ma-

trons all bewronged, and pilgrims noar, 

and courteous guife of all! But the 

age 



age of chivalry is gone, and the glory . . . 
of Europe is exfingui1hed for ever!" 

He fpoke, and f udden gqod lord 

Whittington, at head of all his raree­

fhow, came forth, armour antique of 

chivalry, and helmets old, and troops, 

all ftreamers, flags, and banners glit-­

tering gay, red, gold, and purple: 

and in -every hand a fquare of ginger­

bread all gilded nice., was brandifh'd 

awful. At a word, ten thoufand thou­

fand Naples bifcuits, crackers, buns, and 

flannel cakes, and hats of gingerbread, 

encounter'd in mid air in glorioui ex-

- altation; like fome huge ftorm of mill­

ftones, 
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ftones, or when it rains whole clouds 

of dogs and cats. 

The frogs, aftoni.thed, thunderfl:ruck, 

forgot their notes and mu.fie, that be-

fore had fee med f o terrible, and drowned 

the.cries of knight renown'd; and mute 

in wonder heard the words of Whit­

tington pronouncing folemn: " Gob­

lins, chirreras dire, or frogs, or what­

foe'er enchantment th.us prefents in 

antique ihape, attend, and hear the 

words of peace; and thou, good He­

rald, read aloud the riot act !' 1 

He ceafed, and difmal was the tone , 

that foftly breathed frotn all the frogs 

in chorus, who quick had petrified_. 

with 



·with fright, un1efs re~oubted Gog and 

fyfagog, both with poles, high topped 
--

with airy bladders by a firing dependant, 

had not frormed againft his lordfhip. 

Ever and anon the bladders, loud 
-

refounding on his chaps:, proclaimed 

their fury againft all potent law, coer-
- ' . 

cive -mayo~a]ty: When he, fub1niffive, 

thus in cunning guile addi:.effed the· 

knights affailant : 

" Gog, Magog, renowned and fa ... 
. -

1nous ! what, my fons, !hall you a.!fail 

your father, friend, and chief confe.!fed? 

Shall you, thus armed with bladders 

vile, attack 111y title, e1ninence, and 

pomp fublime? Subfide, vile 'difrord, 

and 
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and again return to your true 'legiance. 

7hink, my friends, how oft your gor­

geous pouch l've cra1nn1' d, all cala .. 

pafh, green fat, and calapee. Re­

men1bet how you've feafted, ftood 

inert for ages, until fize in1menfe 

yo 1 va_ gained. And think, how dif­

feren[ is the fervice of Munchaufen, 

where you o'er feas, cold, briny, float 

along the tide, eternal toiling Jike to 

ila ves Algiers and Tripoli. And ev'n 

on high, balloon , like, through the 
, 

heavens have journeyed late, upon a 

rainbov,r or fome awful bridge flretch'd 

en1inent; as if on earth he had not 

work fufficient to diftrefs your potent 

fervitudes, 



,, 

I 

\ 

fervitudes, bur he fuould alfo feek in 

Heaven dire caufe of labor! Recol­

lecl:, my friends, even why or where­

fore ibou1d you thus affail your law­

ful Mag1ftrate, or why defert his 

l ivery ? or for what or wherefore ferve 

this Gennan Lord M unchaufen, who 

for all your labors !hall alone beftow 

fome fudge and heroic blows in war ? 

T hen ceafe, and thus in amity re­

turn to fri endfhip aldermanic, bungy, 

brown, and fober." 

Ceafed he then, right worfhipful, 

_when both the warring champions in­

ftant ftemmed their battle, and in fign of 

peace and unity returning, 'neath their 

feet 
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feet reclined their weapons. Sudden 

at a fignal either ftamped his foot 

finiftrine, and the loud report of burit~ 

en bladder ftunned each ear furround­

iog, like the roar of thunder from on 

high convulfing heaven and earth. 

1 Twas now upon the faddle once 

again the knight of Mancha rofe; and 

in his hand far balancing his lance, full . 

tilt againft the troops of bulls oppofing 

ran. And thou, 1hrill Crillitrilkri1, 

than whom no cricket e'er on hob of 

rural cottage, or chimney black, more 

gladfome tuned his !nerry _ note, ev • n 

thou didft perifh, ihrieking gave the 

ghofr ia e1npty air the fport of ev'ry 

VoL. If. 0 wind; 



wind; for ~'en that heart fo jocund 

, and fo gay was pierced~ har!h fpi~ted 

by · the l_ance of 1.'4ancha, while un­

daunted thou didft fit between the 

horns that crowned Mowmow!Jd. And 

now Whittington advanced, 'midft ar­

mour antique and the powers Magog 

aod Gog; and with his rod enchanting 

touched the head of every frog, long 

1nute and thunderftruck; at which, 

in univerfal chorus and falute, they 

f ung blithe jocund, and amain ad-

. vanced rebellious 'gainft my troop. 

While Sphinx, though great, gigan­

tic, feemed infrincti ve bafe and COV(­

ardly, and at the fight of ftorming 

ginger--

le 
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gingerbread, and powers Magog, and 

Gog, and ~ixote, all againft her., 

ftarted fierce, o'erturning boat, bal­

loons, and all; loud roared the bulls, 

hideous; and the crafh of wheels, and 

chaos of confufion drear, refounded far 

from earth to heaven. And frill 1nore. 

fierce in charge the great Lord Whit­

tington, from poke of ermine his fam'd 

Grimalkin took. She [creamed, and 

harih attacked my bulls confounded; 

lightning-like fhe darted, and from half 

the troop their eyes devouring tore .. 

Nor could the riders, crickets throned 
. . 

fublime, efcape from rage, from fury 

lefs a v~rfe th.aa cannofls m1.1rder or thes 

02 ftermy 
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ftormy fea. The great Mowmowfki 

roared amain and plunged in anguifh1 

fuunning every dart of fire-ey'd fierce 

Grimalkin. Dire the rage of warfare, 

and contending crickets, ~ixote, and. 

great ' Magog; when Whittington ad­

vancing-Good, my friends and war­

riors, headlong on the foe bear down 

impetuous! He fpoke, and waving 

high the 1nighty rod, tipped wonderful 

each bull, at which rnore fierce the crea-
-

tures bellowed, while enchantment drear 

' devoured-their vitals. Ar1d all had gone~ 

to wreck in_ more than mortal frrife, Uf!­

lefs, like N eptµne orient from the 

ftonny deep, I rofe, ev'n towering o'er 

the 



[ rG1, J 

the ruins of 1ny fighting troops.. Serene 

and calm I ftood, and gazed- around 

l'lndaunted; nor did aught oppofe 

againfl my foes impetuous. But fudde11, 

fron1 1ny chariot, pur,[es plentiful of 

fudge poured forth, . and fcattered it 

amain o'er all the crowd contending:. 

As when olcl Catharine or the careful­

Joan doth fcatter to the chickens bits­

of bread and crumbs· fragmented, .,, 

while rejoic'd they gobble faft the pro­

ferecl [craps in general plenty and, 

fraternal peace, and huili,., fhe cries, 

buJh ! h uJh !. 
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CH APTER X, 

q'be Baron arrives in England. 'l'he 

Colojfus of Rhodes comes to congratu­

late him. - Great rejoicings on ihe 

Baron's ret-urn, and a tremendous con­

cert.-T-he Baron's dijcourje with 

Fragrantia, an4 her opinion of the 

tour to the Hebrides. 

H ·:A·VING arrived in ·Old Eng­

" land once more, the greateft re-
' . 

JOICi;Dgs were made for. my return : 
' 

The whole · city feeme.d one general 

blaze 



blaze of illumination; and the Colof­

fus of Rhodes, hearing of_ my aftonifh .. 

ing feats, came on purpofe to England 

to congratulate me on f uch unparal­

lelled atchievements. But above all 

other rejoicings on n1y return, the 

1nufical oratorio and fong of triumph 

were magnificent in the extrerr1e. Gog 

and Magog were ordered to take the 

maiden tower of Windfor, and make 

a tambarine or great drmn of jc. 

For t.,his purpofe they extended an ele­

phant's hide, tanned and prepared for 

the defign, acrofs the fummit of the 

tower from parapet to parapet; fo that 

in proportion this extended elephant's 

hid~ 



hide w-as to the whole of the caftle;.,. 

what the parchment is to. a. ' drum; in, 

fucn a manner,. that the whole became-, 

one great inftrurnent of war. 

To correfp<=md with this,. Coloffus, 

took Guildhall and W cftn1infter Ab ... -
'-

bey, and turning the foundations to.-

- ward the heavens, fo that the roofs of 

the edifices were upon the ground7> 

he {hung the111 acro1s wi-th brafs .and: 

fteel wire from fide tu, fide; and thus,. 

when ftrirng, they had the appearance.­

of 1110ft noble dulcimers.. He then: 

took the great dome of Str Paul's, rifing: 

· it off the earth with as much facility.· 

as you.would a decanter of claret.. And 

when1 

tl 

I • 

t1 

11 



wnen once rifen up, it had the ap­

pearance of a quart bottle. Coloffus 

inftantly, with his teeth, cracked off 

the f uperior part of the cupola, anq. 

then applying his lips to the inftru­

ment began to found it like a trumpet. 

'Twas martial beyond defcription~ 

tantara !-tara-ta ! 

During the concert I walked in the 

park with Lady Fragantia; fhe was 

dreffed that morning in a chcmije a la 

rezne. I like, faid fue, the dew of 

the 1norning, 'tis delicate and etherial, 

and by thus bef pangling me., I think 

it will more approximate 1ne to the 

nature. of the rofe; (for her looks were 

like 
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like Aurora : ) And to confirm i:he ver­

rnillion_ I fhall go to Spa ;-and drink 

the Pouhon fpring, added I, gazing 

, at her fro1n top to toe. Yes, replied 

the lovely Fragrantia, with all my 

heart, 'tis the drink of f weetnefs and -

delicacy: N eve_r were there any crea• 

tures like the water drinkers at Spa• 

they feem like fo many thirfty blof­

foms on a peach tree, that fuck up the 

1hower in the fcorching heat. There 

is a certain fomething in the waters 

that gives vigor to the whole frame,_ 

and expands every heart with rapture 

and benevolence. They drink ! good 

gods, how they do di-ink ! and then, 

ho~ 
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how they--. Pray, my dear Ba­

ron, were you ever at the falls .of 

Niagara? Yes, 1ny lady, replied I, 

( furprifed at fuch a ftrange affociation 

of ideas) I have been 1nany years ago 

at the falls of Niagara, and found no 

more difficulty in f wimming up and 

down the catarac1::s, than I fhould to 

move a nun uet. At that moment fue 

dropped her nofegay-Ah, faid fhe, 

ai I prefented it to her, there is no 

great variety in thefe polyanthofes: I 

do affure you, my dear Baron, that 

there is tafte in the felecl:ion of flowers 

· as well as every thing elfe; and were 

I a girl of fixteen I .!hould wear fome 

rofe-
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-
rofc-buds in my bofom; but at five 

and twenty, I thirik 'twould be more 

apropos to wear a full blown rofe, 

quite ripe, and ready to drop off the 

fialk for want of being pulled_;.heigh 

_ ho! But pray, my lady, fajd I, how 

do you like the concert ? Alas ! faid 

'- !he, languiihingly, while !he laid her 

hand upon my ilioulder, what are 

theie body lefs founds and vibrations to 

me? and yet what an exquifite f weet­

nefs in the fangs of the northern part 

of our i!land :-" CJ'hou art gont awa. 

from me, M ary!" How pathetic and 

divine the little airs of Scotland and 

t he Hebrides. But never, never can 

I think 

I t 

cal 

gn 

to 

I 

ce 

ral 

I 
t1e 

\
r, 
J, 

He 



I think of that fame Doctor J ohnfon ., 

that <[onfiablc, as Fergus Mac Lead 

calls him, but I have an .idea of a 

great brown fuli-bottomed wig and a 

hogihead of por.ter !-0 'twas bafe to 

be every where -treated with-politenefs 

and hofpitality, and in return invi• 

dioufly 'to fmell-fung-us th-em all over; 

to go to the -country of Kate of Aber­

deen, of Auld Robin -Gray, ,1nidft ru­

ral innocence and f weetnefs, take up. 

their plaids, and expofe -- 0 ! Doc­

tor, Doltor l 

And what would you fay, Fragran­

tia, if you were to write a Tour to th 

Hebrides? Peace to the heroes, re-

p plied 



--
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plied fhe, in a delicate and theatrical 
-

tone-peace to the heroes who fleep in 

the ifJe of Jona; the fons of the wave, 

and the chiefs of the dark brown 

111~e1d ! The tear. of the fympathizing 

~ranger is fcattered by the wind over · 

the ho:iry ftones . as ihe n:ieditates for­

ro~fu.l on the t:imes of old! Such 

could I fay, . fitting upon fome druidi­

cal heap or tumulos. The fact is this, 

there is a right and a~wrong handle to 

every thing; and there is more plea­

fure in thinking with pure nobility of 

heart, than with the illiberal enmities 

and farcafin of a blackguard. 

CHAP-TER. p 



CH APTER XI. 

A litigated contention between Don fluix .. 
• • 

ote, Gog, Magog, &c.-A grand court 

ajfembled upon it.-'I'he appearance of 

the company .-'!'he matrons, judges, 

&c.-'Ihe method of writing, and the 

1!fe of the fajhionable amujement ftuiz­

zes .-Wauwau arrives from the coun­

try of Prefler ]ohn, and leads the 

whole ajfembly a wild-gooje chafe ta 

the top of P linlinimon, and thence to 

Virginia.-"fhe. Baron meets a floating 

ifland in his voyage to .America.­

Purjues PVauwau with his ~whole com. 

pany through the dejerts of North 

P 2 America"' 
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.America.-His curious contrivance t~ 

Jeize Wauwau in a morajs. 

THE contention betwec;n Gog and , 

Magog, and Sphinx, . Hilaro 

Frofticos, the lord Whittington; &c. 

was producrive of infinite litigation-. 

All the· lawyers in the kingdom were 

employed, to render the affair as com­

plex and glorioufly uncertain as pof­

fible; and, in fine., · the whole nation 

became interefted, and wer.e divided 

on both fides of the queftion. Co- -

loffus took the part of Sphinx, and 

the affair was at length fubn1itted to 

the 
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the decifion of a grand council in a1 

great hall, adbrne<l with feats on ev:ery­

fide in form of an· amphitheatre.. The 

a!fembly appeared: the mofi: magnificent' 

and fplendid in th~ world~- A court~ 

or jury of one hundred n1atrons occu­

pied the principal and moft honorable· 

part of the amphitheatre ; they were: 

drdfed in flowing robes of fky blue 

velvet, adorned with feftoons of bril- ' 

1 iants and .dia1nond ftars ;. grave a.md 

fedate looking matrons, all in uniform,, 

with f peB:acles upon their nofes :, 

And oppofite to thefe were placed one· 

hundred judges, with curly white wigs 

flowing down on each fide of them to 

P3 their 
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their very feet; fo that Solomon in all 

his glory was not fo wife in appearance. 

At the ardent requeft of the whole 

empire, I condefcended to be the pre-
-

fident of the court; _and being arrayed 

accordingly, I took rny feat beneath a 

canopy erected in the centre. Before 

every judge was placed a fquare ink­

fiand, containing a gallon of ink, and 

pens of a proportionable fize; and alfo 

right before him an enormous folio, 

fo large as ~o ferve for table and book 

:at the. fame time. _But they did not 

w.ak e much ufe of their pens and ink, 

except to blot and d-aub the paper-; 

for., t~at th~y fuo\l]d be j the more im-

partial,. 
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partial, I had ordered that none bt1t 

' 

the blind fhould be honoured with the 

employment : So that when they at­

teinpted to write any thing, they uni­

formly dipped their pens into the ma­

chine containing fand; and having 

fcrawled over a page as they thought, 

defiring then to dry it with fand, would 

fpill half a gallon of ink upon the 

paper, and thereby da-ubing their fin­

gers, would transfer the -ink to their. 

face whenever the.y leaned their cheek 

upon their hand for greater gravity .. 

As to the matrons, to prevent an eter­

nal and · confufed prattle that would -

drown all manner of intelligibility, .. I, 

found 



'. 
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found it abfolutely neceffary to _few 

up their mouths; fo-that between the 

blind judges and the ' dumb matr-ons, 
' 

1nethought, the trial had a chance of 

being terminated foon.er than it other­

wife would. The matrons, infread of 

their tong1:1es, had other inftruments­

to convey their ideas : Each of them, 

had three quizzes, ofle quiz pendant 

from the ihing that fewed up her. 

n1outh, and another quiz in either 

hand. When ihe wi111ed to exprefs, 

her negative, fhe darted and r.ecoiled! 

the quizzes in her right and left hand;, 

and when !he de.fired to exprefs her af,_ 

firmative, !he, nodding, made the quiz-

pendant. 
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pendant from her 1nouth flow down 

and recoil again. The trial proceeded , 
., 

in this manner for a long time to the 

admiration of the whole empire; when 

at length I thought proper to fend to 

my old friend and ally, Prefter John, 

intreating hi1n to forward to me -one 

of the f pecies of wild and curious birds 

fourid in his kingdom, called a _Wau­

wau. This creature was brought over 

the great bridge beforementioned, from 

the interior of Africa, by a balloon. 

The balloon was placed upon the 

bridge, extending over the parapets 

on each fide, with great wings or oars 

to affift its velocity; and under the 

balloon 
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balloon was placed pendant a kind of 
,, 

boat, in which were the perfons to 

manage the fteerage of the machine, 

and protect Wauwau. This oracular 

bird arriving in England, inftantly 

darted through one of the windows of 

th·e great hall, and perched upon the 

canopy in the centre, to the admiration 

of all prefent. Her cackling appeared 

quite prophetic and oracular ; and the 

firft queftion propofed to her by the 

unanimous confent of the inatrons and 

judges, was, Whether or not the moon 

was compofed of green cheefe ? The 

folution of this queH:ion was deemed' 

abfolutely 

to 
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abfolute1y neceifary, before they could 

proceed farther on the trial. 

W auwau fee med in figure not very 

much differing from a f wan, except 

that the neck was not near fo long, 

and fhe ftood after an ad1nirable fa­

ihion like to Veftris. She began cack­

ling 1noft fonoroufly, and the whole 

aifem61y agreed that it was abfolutely 

nectif.uy to catch her, and having her 

in their immediate poifeffion, nothing 

more would be requifite for the ter• 

mination of this litigated affair. For 

this purpofe the whole houfe rofe lrlp 

to catch her, and approached in tu­

mult, the judges brandiil1ing their 

pens, 

, 
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pens, and. ihaking their big wigs, and 

the matrbns_ .quizzing as m_uch as pof­

fible in every direction, which very 

much ftartled -W auwau; who clapping · 

her w_ings, inftant-ly flew out of the 

hall. The a!fembly began to proceed . 

~fter her in order and ftile of prece­

dence; together with my · whole train 

of Gog and · Magog, Sphinx, Hilaro _ 

F rof1icos, ~een Mab's chariot, the · 

bulls and ~rickets, &c. preceded by 
-

bands of mu.fie; while W auwau de-

fcending · on the earth, ran on like cl rt 

oft.rich before the troop, cackling all 

the way. Thini<.ing fuddenly to catch 

thi~ ferociou_s animal, the judges and 

1natrons 
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mattonj would fuddenly quicken theit 

pace; but the creature would as quick- . 

ly outrun themJ or fometimes fly away 

for many 1niles together, and then alight , 

to take breath until we can1e within 

fight of her again. Our train jour .. 

neyed over a mo_ft prodigious track of 

country in a dire8: line, over hills and 

dales, to the fummit of Plinlimmon, 

where we thought to have feized W au- . 

wau; but :ihe inftantly took flighr, and 

never ceafed until :ihe arrived at the 

mouth of the Powtomac river in Vir­

grnia. 

01.:1r company immediately embarkea 

in the machine~ before defcribed, in · 

which we had journeyed into Africa~ 

VoL. II. Q_ and, 



and after a few days fail arrived in ­

North Ainerica. We met with -no­

thi_ng curious on 01:1r voy~ge, except a 

floating -ifiand, containing fame very -

delightful villages, inhabite<tl by a few 

whites and negroes; the fugar cane 

did not thrive there well, on account, 

as I was informed~ of the variety of 

the climates; the ifland being fome­

ti1nes driven up as far as the north 

pole, and at other ti1nes wafted under 

th<; equinoctial. )n pity to the poor 
• 

iilanders, I got a huge flake of iron, 

and driving it. through the centre ?f 

the iiland, faftened it to the rocks and 

mud at the bottom of the fea: fince 

which time the iiland has become fta-

uonary, 



tionary, and is well known at prefent 

by the na1ne of St. Chriftopher's, and 
-

there is not an iiland in the world 

1nore fecure. 

Arriving in North P.itnerica we were 

received by the prefident of the U n1- -

ted States with every honor and po .. 

litenefs. He was pleafed to give us 

all the information poffible relative to 

the woods and immenfe regions of 

A1nerica, and ordered troops of che 

different trib s of the Efo~ 1in1at1x to 

guide us through the for fts in pur1uit 

of Wauwau; who., we at length founJ, 

had taken refuge in the centre of a 

morafs. The inhabitants of the coun­

try who loved hunting, were 1nuch de-

Q_2 lighted 



l ighted to behold the manner rn which 

we attempted to feize upon Wauwau ; 

the ·chafe was nob1e and uncommon. 

I determined to furround the -ani1nal 

on every fide; and for this purpofe, 

ordered the judges and the 1natrons to 

furround ~he morafs with nets extending 

~ mile in height: on various parts of 

which net the co1npany difpofed the1n­

fel ves, floating in the air like fo many 

fpiders upon their cobwebs. Magog, 

at my command, put on a kind of ar­

mour that he had carried with him for 

the purpofe; corfelet of fteel, with _ 
.. 

gauntlets~ helme,t, &c. fo as nearly to 

refemble a mole. He inftantly plunged 

.rnto t_he earth, making way with his 

fharp . 



!harp fteel head piece, and tearing qp· 

the ground with his iron claws ; and 

found not much difficulty therein, as­

morafs in general is of a foft and yield­

ing texture, Thus he hoped to un..,. 

dermine vVauwau, and f uddenly rifing 

feize her by the foot ;. while his bro.­

ther Gog afcended the air in a balloon, 

hoping to catch her if !he fhould efcape 

Magog. Th-Lls the animal was fur-­

rounded on every fide, and at firft 

was very 1nuch terrified, knowing not 

which way fhe had ·beft to go, At 

length, hearing an obfcure noife under 

ground, vVauwau took flight before 

Magog could have time to catch her 

... by the foot. She flew to the right, 

~3 ' then 
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then to the left, north, eaft, we.ft, and 

fouth; but found on every fide the 

company prepared upon their nets. Ac 

l,ength fhe flew right up, [oaring at a 

~oft aftoni.lhing rate toward th_e fun,,­
while the company on every fide fet. 

up one general acclamation.. But Gog 

in his balloon foon flopped W auwau 

in the midft of her career,. and fn~ed 

her in a net,, the cords of which he 

continued. to hold in his. hand. Wau_­

wau did not totally lofe her prefence. 

of mind,. but after a little conLider-. 

:ation1 rnade feveral violent .darts againfl 

the volume of the balloon;. fo fierce,. 

a_s at length to tear open a great fpace,, 

on which the inflammable air ru!hing. 

o.ur.,. 

j 
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out, the whole apparatus began to 

tumble to the earth with amazing 

rapidity! Gog himfelf was thrown out 

of the vehicle, and letting go the reins \ 

of the net, Wauwau got liberty agaifl, 

and flew out of fight in an inftant. 

Gog had been above a mile elevated 

from-the earth when he began to fall> 

and as he advanced, the rapidity en­

creafed, fo that he went like a ball 

from a cannon in.to the morafs, and 

his nofe firiking againft one of the iron 

capped hands of his brother Magog, 
• 

juft then rifing from the depths, he 

began to bleed violently, and, but for 

the foftnefs of .the morafs would have 

loft hi$ life. 

CHAPTER 
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C H APT E R XII. 

·- ,:the Baron harangues the company, and 

they continue the pu,juit.-'Ihe Baron 

wandering from his retinue, is take~ 

by the javages, Jcalped, and tied to 

11, flake to bi roafied: but he contrives 

to extr'icate himjelf, and kills the fa• 

vages-.--'I'he Baron travels over land 

through the forejls of North .America:; 

to the confines of Rujjia.-.Arrives at 
' 

the cafllc of the Na.rejkin Rowfoimow-

mowfky, and gallops into the kingdom 

of Loggerheads.-A battle, in whicb 

~he Baron fights the Narejkin in .fingle 

-combat, and g.eneroufl) gives him his 
, .life..-

n 

0 
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tife.-.Arrives at the Friendly lflands, 

and difcourjes with Omai.-'I'he Barm 

with all his attendants goes from Ota­

heite to the ijlhmus of Darien, and 

having cut a canal acrqfs the ijlhmus, 

returns to England. 

My Friends and very lean\ed and 

profound J udiciarii, faid r, be 

not difheart<:ned that Wauwau has ef'.. 

caped fron1 you at prefent; perfevere, 

and we !hall yet fucceed. You ihould 
I 

never defpair, Munchaufen being your 

general; and therefore be brave, be 

courageous, and fortune ihall fecond 

your 



your e·ndeavours. Let us advance un-
' 

.daunted in purfiJir, and follow the. 

fierce W auwau even three times round 

the globe, until we entrap.her. 

My words filled them with confi .. · 

dence and valor, and they unanimouf1y 

agreed to conLinue the chafe. We 

penetrated the frightful deferts and 

· gloomy woods of America, beyond 

the fource of the Ohio, through coun-
t 

tries utterly unknown before. I fre. 

qt1e11dy took the di vedion of . {hooting 

·jn the woods r and one day that I hap• 

pened with three attendants to wander 

far from our troop, we were fuddenly 

fet upon by ~ nmnber of favages. As 

we· 







we had expended our powder and fl1ot., 

and h~ppened to have no fide arms, it 

was in vain to 1nake any refiftance 

againfr hundreds of ene1nies. In fhort, 

they bound us, and roade us walk be .. 

fore them to a gloomy cavern in a 

rock, where they feafted upon what 

game they had killed; but which not 

being fuffic1ent, they took n1y three 

unfortunate co1npanions, and n1yfelf, 

and fcalped us. The pain of 1ofing 

the flefh from 1ny head was mofi: hor­

rible, it made me leap in agonies, and 

roar like a bull. They then tied us 

to flakes, and making great fires a .. 

round us, began to dance in a circle, 

finging 
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finging with much diftortion and bar­

barity, and at ti1nes putting the pal1ns 
. -

of their hands t9 their mouths, fee 

up the war hoop. As they had on 

t~at day alfo 1nade a great prize of 

(ozne wine and fpirits belorlging to our 
,, 

troo_p, thefe barbarians fi~ding it de-

licious, and unconfcious of its intoxi­

cating quality, began to drink it in 

profufion, while they beheld us roafl- _ 

1ng ; and in a very fhort time they 

were all completely drunk, and fell 

aneep around the fires. Perceiving 

• fome · hopes, I ufed 1noft aftonilhing 

efforts to extricate rnyfelf fron1 the 

cords with- which I was tie.cl, and at 

length 
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length fucceeded. I immediately un .. 

bound 1ny companions, a~d though 

half roafted, they ftill had power e­

nough to walk. We fought about for 

the fldh that had been taken off our 
. ' 

heads, and h~ving found the fca1ps, 

we i1nmediately adapted them to our 

bloody heads, flicking them on with a 
. 

kind of glue of a fovereign quality that 

flows from a tree in that country, and 

the parts united and healed in a few 

hours. We cook care to revenge our
1 

fel ves on the favages, and with their 

own hatchets put every one of them 

to death. We then returned to our 

troop, who had given us up for loft ; 

VoL . IL R ~nd 
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_ and they made great rejoicings_ on -our 

return. We now_ proceeded in ~ur 
journey through . this prodigious -.wil­

derners, Gog arid I Magog . acting as 

pioneers, hewing down the, trees, &c. 

at a great rate as we advanced. We 

paffed over numberlefs f wamps, and 

lakes, and rivers, until ~t length we 

difcovered a habitation at fame dif­

tance. It appeared a dark and gloomy 

caftle, furrounded with ftrong ram­

pans, and a broad ditch. We called 

a council of war, and it ·was deter­

mined to fend a deputation· with a 

trumpet to the walls of the caftle, and 

demand friend.!hip fro1n the governor, 

whoever 

if 
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whoever he rnjght be, and an account 

if aught he knew of W auwau. For 

this purpofe our whole caravan halted 

in the wood, and Gog and Magog re-­

dined among the trees, that their enor-, 

mous ilrength and fize fhould not be 

difcovered, and give un1brage to the . 

lord of the caftle. Our e1nbaffy ap­

proached the caftle, and having de- . 

manded admittance for fome time, at 

length the draw-bridge was let down, 

and they were fuffered to enter. As 

foon as they had paffed the gate it was 

immediately clofed after them, and on 

either fide they perceived ranks of 

halberdiers, who n1ade then1 tremble 

R2 with 

/ 
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, with fear. We come, the_ herald pro­

claimed, on the part of Hilaro Frof­

ticos, Don ~ixote, Lord Whittington, 

and the thrice renowned Baron Munc­

haufen, to claim frie-nd!hip from the 

, governor ~f this puiffant caftle, and 
\ . 

to feek W auwau. The moft noble 

the governor, replied an officer, is at 

all times pappy to entertain fuch tra­

vellers as pafs through · thefe jmmenfe 

defer-ts, and will eHeem it an honor 

that the great Hilaro Frofticos, Don 

~ixote, · Lord Whittington, and the 

thrice renowned Baron Munchaufen 

enter his caftle- walls. 

In 
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In fi1ort, we entered the caftle. The 

governor fat with all our company 

to table, furrounded by his friends 

of a very fierce and warlike appear­

ance. They fpoke but little, and 

feemed very auftere and referved., un-
. -

til the firft ~ourfe was ferved up; The 

dillies were brought in by a number of 

bears walking on their hindJegs; and 

on every diih was a fricafey of piftois,. 

piitol bullets, fauce of gunpowder: 

and aqua-vitre. This entertainment 

feemed rather indigeftible by even an 

oftrich's ftornach; when the governor 
' 

addrdfed us, and informed m~ that it 

was ever his cuftom to ftrangers, to· 

offer 



offer them for the flrft courfe a fervice 

fimi1ar to that_ before us :- and if they 

were inclined to a~cept the invitation, 

he would fight them as much as they 

pleafed; but if they could not relifh 
-

the piftol bullets, &c. he would con-

clude the1n peaceable, and try what 

better politenefs he cou1<l .fhew them 

in his caflle. In fhort, the firft courfe 

being removed untouched; we dined; 

and after dinner the , governor forced 

the company to pufu the bottle about 

with alacrity and to excefs. He in­

forn1ed -11s, that he was the N ardkin · -

Rou.fkim'owmowiky, who had retired 

amidft t~efe wilds, difgufted with the 

court 
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court of Peterfburgh. I was rejoiced 

to meet him; I recollecled my old 

friend, whom I had known at the court 

of R uffia, when I rejected the hand of 

the emprefs. The N arefkin, with all 

his knights companions, drank to an 

aftonifhing degree, and we all fet off 

upon hobby horfes in full cry out of 

the caftle. Never was there feen Cuch 

a cavalcade before. In front galloped 

an hundred knights belonging to the 

caftle, with hunting horns and a pack 

of excellent dogs; and then ca1ne the 

Nare!kin Rowfkimowmow!ky, Gog 

and Magog, Hilaro Frofticos, and 

your humble Servant, hallooing and 

fhouting 
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fuouting like fo many demoniacs, and 

fpurring our hobby ~orfe$ at' an infernal 

rate, until we arrived in the kingdom 

of Loggerheads. _ The kingdo1n of 

Loggerheads was wilder th.an any part 

of Siberia, and the N arefkin had here 

built a · romantic fummer houfe in · a 

Gochie tafte, to which he would fre­

quently rettre with his company after 

dinner. The Narefkin had a dozen 

bears of e·normous frature that danccrd 

for our amufement, and their chiefs 

performed the minuet de la cour to 

admiration. And here the moft noble 

Hilaro Frofi:icos thought proper .to .aik 

the Narefkin fome intelligence . about 

Y{auwau,. 
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vVauwau, in queft of whom we had 

travelled over fuch a track of country, 

and encountered fo many dangerous 

adventures; and alfo invited the Na­

refkin Rowfkimowmowfky, to attend 

us with all his bears in the expedi. 

tion. The N are{kin appeared , afto­

nifhed at the idea; he looked with in­

finite hauteur and ferocity on Hilaro, 

and affecting a violent paffion, a!ked 

hiLn, Did he imagine that the N arefkin 

Rowfkimow1nowfky could condefcend 

to take notice of a W auwau, let her 

fly what- way fhe would? Or did he 

th ink, a chief poifeffing f uch blood 

in hi~ veins, could engage in fuch a 

foreign 
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foreign purf uit? By the blood of all -
-
the bears in the kingd.01n of Logger-

heads, and by the a!hes of 1ny great 

great grand-1nother, l would cut off 

your head 1 

I-Iilaro Frofticos refented. this ora ... 

tion, and in fuort- a g~neral riot cq1n­

m~nc.ed. The bears, . togeoher . with 

th.e h:undred kn.ights, took the p,art of 

the N arefkin ; and Gog ancJ. Magog, 

Don ~ixqte, the Sphinx, Lord Whit­

tington, the bulls, the crickets, the 

judges, the rnatrons, and Hilaro Fro!ti­

cos, rnade noble warfare ag,ainft them . .. 

I drew 1ny fword; and ch allenged 

the N arefkin to fingle combat. He 

frowned,, 



frowned, _while his eyes fparkle~ fire 

.and indignation; and bracing a buck­

ler on his left arm, he advanc~d againft 

me. I made a blow · at him with all 

my force, which he received upon his 

buckler, and my f word broke fuort. 

Ungenerous N arefkin ! Seeing me 
' I 

difarrned, he ftill pu!hed forward, 

dealing his blows upon 1ne with the 

utmoft violence, which I _parried with 

my .lliield and the hilt of my broken 

f word, and fought like a game cock. 

An enormous bear at the fan1e time 

attacked me; but I ran my hand, ftill 

retaining the hilt of my broken f word, 

down 
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dowp his throat, and tore . ·up hi& 

tongue by tl)e ro'.ots. I then feized his 
-

carcafe by the hind legs, and whirling ' 

it over my head, gave the Narefkin 

- fuch a blow with his own bear, as 
~ 

evidently ftunned him. _ I repeated 

my blows, knocking the bear's h~ad 

again ft the N arefkin's head, until by 

one happy blow, I got his head into 

-the bear's jaws; and the c~eature being 

frill fornewhat alive and convulfive, 

.the tee~h clofed upon- him like nut­

crackers. I threw the bear fro1n me, 

but the N arefkin remained fprawling • 

. unable to extricate his head fr01n the 

bear'~ jaws, imploring for mercy. ] 

gave 







gave the . W{etch his life-a lion preys 

not upon carca~es. 

At the fame tin1e my troop had ef­

fetl:ually routed the bears and the reft 

of their . adverfaries. l was merciful, 

and ordered quarter to be given. 

At that 1noment I perceived W auwau 

flying at a great height through the 

heavens, and we inftantly fet out. in 

purf uit of her, and never ftupped 

until we arrived at Kamfchatka -

thence we paffed to OtaJ-ieite. I 1net 

rny old acquaintance Omai, who had 

been in England wit!1 the great navi .. 

gator, Cook; and I was glad to find 

he had eftablifhed Sunday-fchools over 

all the· iilands. I talked to him of 

VoL. II. S Europe, 



~urope, and his former voyage to 
I 

England. Ah! faid he, moft empha ... 

tically, the E~glifh, the cruel Eng .. 

li!h, to murder me with goodnefs and . 

refine upon my toFture-took . me to 

Europe, and fhewed me the Court of 

England, t'he delicacy of exquifite 

life; they !hewed me- gods, and 

.fhewed 1ne heaven, as if on purpofe 

to make me feel 1 the lofs of them. 

From thefe i£1ands we fet out, at-­

tended by a ,fleet of canoes with fight­

ing fiages and the chiefeft warriors of 

the i!lands, co1nmanded by Omai.­

Thus the chariot of ~een Mab, my 

team of bulls and the crickets, the ark, 

the Sphinx, and the bal101,ns, with 

Hilaro 
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Hilaro Frofticos, Gog and Magog, 
.,. 

Lord Whittington, and the Lord 

Mayor's .!how, Don ~ixote, &c. 

with my fleet of canoes, altogether cut 
' 

a very formidable appearance on our 

arrival at the lfthinu.s of Dlrien. Sen­

fi?le 0£ what general benefit it would 

be to mankind, I immediately formed 

a plan of cutting a canal acrofs the Ifth­

nrns, from fea to fea. 

For this purpofe I drove my ~hariot 

with the greateft impetuofity repeat­

edly from fhore to fhore, in the fa1ne 

track, tearing up the rocks and earth 

thereby, and forming a tolerable bed 

for the water. Gog and Magog next 

advanced at the head of a million of 

S 2 



people, from the realms of North and 

South An1erica, · ahd from_ Europe; 

and with infinite labor '-deare_d - away 

the earth, &c. that ,I had plough~d· 

up with 1ny chariot. I then again 

drove rny charfot, making the canal · 

wider and deeper; and o~dei~d _)Gog · . ~ 

and Ma·gog to repeat their labor a~ · 

before. The canal being a quarter 

., of a mile broad, and three h~ndred 

yards in depth, I thought it fufficient, 
' 

and immediately let in the waters of 

the fea. I did imagine that from the 

rotatory motion of the earth on its axis 

from weft to eaft, the fea would be 

higher on the eaftern than the weftern 

coaft; and chat on the uniting of the 

two 
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two feas there would b~ a il:rong cur.-­

rent from the eail:-and it happened. 

j uft as I expected :. The fea came ins 

with tremendous magnificence, and1 

enlarged the bounds of the canal,, fey 

as to make a paffage of f01ne miles, 

broad from ocean to ocean,: a:nd made· 

an iiland of South Ameri«a'.. Severd1 

fail of trading veffels and· men- of war 

failed through this new channel to the -

South Seas, China" &c. and faluted me 

with all their cannon as they paired. 

I looked through my· telefcope at 

the moon, and perceived the philofo-­

phers there in great commotion:· They· 

could plainly difcern the alteration on. 

the furfac~ of our globe,. and thought 

S· 3, them~ 



the1nfelves fomeh-ow interefl:ed in · the 

enterprize of their fellow mortals in a 

neighbouring planet~ . ., They feemed , 

to think , it adrr:irable, that fuch 

little beings as we men ihould at­

tempt fo magnjficent a performance, 

that would be obfervable even in a , 

feparate world~ 

Thus havjng wedded the Atlantic 

Ocean to4 the South Sea, I returned to· 

England, ·and :found Wauwau precifely 

i_n the very _fpot whence lhe had fet 

out, after having led · us a chafe all 

· round the world. 

CHAPTEJ\ 
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CH APTER XIII. 

~he Baron goes to Peterfourgb, and con­

veifes with the Emprejs.-Peifuades 

the R~jjians and 'l'urks to ceaje cut­

ting one another's throats, and in con-

fort cut a canal acrojs the Iflhmus of 

Suez.-'l'he Baron dijcovers the Alex• 

andrian library, and meets with Her­

mes 'I'rifm:giflus. -Bejieges Seringa­

patam, and challenges rrippoo Saib 

t0 jingle combat.-'I'hey .fight.-'I'he 

Baron receives Jome wonnds on his 

face, but at length vanquifoes the 

tyrant.-'Ihe. Baron returns to Eu­

rope, and raijes the hull of the Royal 

George. 
SElZED 
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s E I ~ E D with ~ :ury of canal-

cuttmg, I took 1t rn ·my head to 

form an imm~diate communication. 

between the Mediterranean and the 

Red Sea,; and .therefore fet out fo r 
; 

P etedburgh. -

The fanguinary an1bition of the 

emprefs would not liften to my pro­

pofals, until I took a private opportu­

nity, taking_ a cup of coffee with- her 

Maj_eay, to tell her,, that I would ab-­

fol utely fa<:rifice-1nyfelf for the general 

good of maJ:1kind; and if ihe would 

accede 

·, 
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. 
accede to 1ny propofals, would, • bn 

the completion of the canal, ipjo facto, 

give her my hand in 1narriage ! 

My dear, dear Baron, faid ilie, I 

accede to every thing you pleafe ,; and 

agree to make peace with the Porte 

on the c0nditions you mention: And, 

added £he, rifing \vith all the majefty 

of the Czarina, Emprefs of half the 

worldJ-be it known to all our f ub .. 

jccl:s> that vVe ordain thefe conditions, 

for fuch is our royal will and pleafure. 

I now proceeded to the ifthmus of 

Suez, at the head of a million of Ruf .. 

fi an pioneers, and there united my 

forces ,vith a miJlion of Turks, armed 

with 
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with ihovels and pickaxes. They did not 

come to cut each other's throats, but -

for their rnutual interefl-, to .facilitate 

co1nmerce and civilization, and pour 

all the wealth of India, by a new 

channel, _into Europe. My brave fel­

lows, (aid · I, confider. the - im~enfe > 

labor of the Chinef e to build their ce­

lebr_ated wall; think of what fuperior 

benefit to mankind is our prefent un .. 

dertaking: Perfevere, and fortune will 

fecond your endeavours. Remember 

it is Munchaufen who leads you on, 

and be convinced off uccefs. 

Saying thefe words, I drove my cha­

riot _with all my n1ight in my former 

track, 



track, that ve!l:ige mentioned· b'y the 

Baron de Tott; and when I was ad­

vanced confiderably, I felt my chariot 

finking under 1ne. I attempted to 

drive on, but the ground, or rather 

immenfe vault, giving way, my cha­

riot and all went down precipitately. 

Stunned by the fall, I was fome mo­

ments before I could recollect 1nyfelf; 

when at length, to my a1nt1zement, I 

perceived myfelf fallen into the Alex .. 

andrian Library, ov<:>rwhe1med in an 

ocean of books-thoufands of volumes 

came tumbling on my head, amidft 

the ruins of that part of the vault 

. throug~ which my chariot had de .. 

1 fcended, 
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fcended, and for a time burie~ · 1ny 

bulls and all bene~th a heap of. lear_n­

ing. However, I contrived to extri­

cate myfelf, and advanced with awful 

admiration through the vaft avenues of 

the library. I perceived on every fide 
, 

innumerable volumes and repofitories. 

of antient learning, ~nd all the fcience 

of the Antideluvian world. Here I 

met with Hermes Trifmegiftus, and a 

parcel of old philofophers. debating 

9pon the politics and learning of their 

days. I gave them inexpreffible de­

light,. in telling them, in a few words, 

· all the difcoveries of Newton, a11d the 

hiftory of the world fince their ti1ne. 

Thefe 

I 



' 
Thefe gentry, on the contrary, ~old me· 

a thoufand ftories of antiquity th_at 

fome of. our antiquarians would ,give 

their very eyes to hear. 

In 1hort, I ordered the library to be 

preferved,; and I intend 1naking a pre-­

fent of it as foon as it arrives in Eng­

land, to the Royal Society, together 

with Hermes Trifinegiftu~, and half a 

dozen old philofophers~ I have got a 

beautifl:}l cage made, in which I keep 

thefe extraordinary creatures, and feed 

them with bread and honey, as they 

feem to believe in a kind of doctrine 

of tranfmigration, and will not touch 

fleih. . Hermes Trifinegiftus efpecially 

VoL. It T is 
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-is a moft antique ,Iooking being, with a· 

bea,rd half a yard long, covered with & 

robe of golden embroidery, and prates 

like a parrot: He will cut a ver1 

brilliant figure in the mufeum. 

Having 1nade a track with n1y ~ha-

- riot from fea to f~a, I ordered my 

Turks and Ru-ffians to begin; and in 

a few hours we had the pleafure of 

feeing a fleet of Britifh Eaft-Indiamen 

in full fa1l through the'· canal. The 

officers of this fleet were very polite., 

and paid me every applaufe and con­

gratulation my e~ploits . could 1nerit. 

They told 1ne of their affairs in India, , 

and the ferocity of that dreadful wa_r-
. 

nor, 







rior, Tippoo Saib j <Yn which I re­

folved -to go to India and encounter 

the tyrant. I travelled down the Red 

Sea to Madras, and at the head of a­

few Seapoys and Europeans purfued 

the flying army of Tippoo to the gates 

of Seringapatam. l challenged him 

to mortal ~ombat; and mounted on 

my fteed, rode up to the walls of the 

fortrefs amidft a ftorm of ihells and 

cannon balls. As faft as the bomb, 

and cannon balls eame upon me, 

I caught them in my hands like fo 

many pebbles, and throwing therb 

againft the fortrefs, demolifhed the 

ftrongeft ramparts of the place. l 

T 2 took 

I 
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✓ 

took my mark · fo dire&~ that when-

ever I aimed a cannon ball or a fhe11 ✓ 
' ✓ 

'at any perfon on the ramparts, I was 

fure to hit him: And one ti1ne, per-- · 

ceiving a tremendous pi~ce of ar.tillery 

pointed againft me, and knowing the 

ball 1nufr be fo great ·ir would certainly 

fiun me, I toQk a fmall cannon ball,­

and juft as I perceived the eng1neer 

going to order them to fire, and open­

ing his mouth to give the word of 

command, I took aim, and drove my 

ball precifely down his throat .. 

Trppoo fearing that all would be 

loft, that a general and fuctefsful 

ftorm would enfue if l continued to 

batter 
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l:>atter the place, came forth upon his 

elephant- to fight me-I faluted him, 

-and infifted- he fuould fire firft. 

Tippoo, though a barbarian, was not 

deficient in politenefs, and declined 

the co1npliment; upon which I took 

-0ff my hat, and bowing, told him it 

was an advantage Munchaufen fhould 

never be faid to accept fron.1 f o gallant 

a warrior; on which Tippoo inftantly 

difcharged his carbine, the ball from 

which hitting my horfe's ear, made 

him plunge with rage and indignation. 

In return, I difcharged my piftol at 

Tippoo, ~nd fhot off his turban. · He 

had a fmall field-piece mounted with 

T; hi1n 

• 



him on his elephant, whi~h he then 

difcharged at me, and the grape fhot 

coming ·in a fhower, rattled in _the 

laurels that covered and !haded me 
'2-11 over, and remained pendant · like 

berries on the branches. I tpen ad­

vancrng, took the probofcis of h~ 

el,ephant, and turning_ it againft the 

rider, H:ruck him repeat~dly with- the 

extre1nity of it on either tide of the 

, head, until I at length diftnounted 

him·.. N 0th ing ·could equal the rage 

of the ;>arbarian finding himfelf thrown 

- from- his elephant. He rofe ·in a fit 

of defpair, and rullied againft my 

ft-.:ed and myfelf: But I £corned to 

, fight 
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fight hi1n at fo great a difadvantage on 

his fide, and directly difmounted to 

fight him hand to hand. Never did I 

fight with any man who bore hirnfdf 

more !lobly than this , adverfary: He 

parried my blows, and dealt home hrs 

own in return with afl:oniihing preci­

fion. The firft blow of his fabre I 

received upon the bridge of my nofe; 

and., but for the bony firmnefs of that 

part of my face, it would have de .. 

fcended to my 1nouth. I ftill bear the 

mark upon my· nofe. 

He next made a furious blow at my 

head, bL t I parrying, deadened the 

force oi his fabre, fo that I received 

but 



I· 

·but one fear upon my forehead.; and 

at the fame ioftant, by a blow of my 

.fword, cut off his arm,. and his hand 
. - ' 

and fabre fell . to the earth : He tote 

tered for f 01ne paces, ·and dropped at 

-- th~ foot of his elephant. That fagacious 

animal, feeing the 9anger of his mafter, 

endeavoured to protect him by flou-
-

riihiflg his probof cis around the head 

- oT the Sultan. 
-

Fearlefs I advanced againft the 

elephant, defirous to take alive the 

haughty Tippoo Saib: But he drew 

.a piftol from his belt and difcharg­

ed it full in my face as I rufhe4 

·upon hi1n, which did me no farther 

harm 



harm than wound my cheek bone, 

which di!>tigures me fomewhat under 

my left eye. · I could not w:thftand 

the rage and impulfe of that n1oment, 

and with one blow of my fword fepa-

rated his -head from his body. , 

I returned over land from India 

to Europe with admirable velocity; 

fo that the account of Tippoo's de­

feat by me has not as yet arrived 

by the ordinary paffage-nor can you 

expect to hear of it for a confiderable 

tune. I !imply relate the encounter as 

it happened between the Sultan and 

me; and if there be any one who 

doubts the truth of w.hat I fay, he is 

an 



an infidel, and I will fight him at any 
-

ti-1ne and plaee, and with any weapon 

he pleafes. 

Hearing fo many perfons talk abol.l~ 
' ' 

raifing the Royal-George_, I began to 

take pity on that fiQe old ruin of Britifh 

plank, and determined. to have h~r up. 

_}. was fenfible of the failure of the 

variou_s means hitherto employed for 

the purpofe, and therefore inclined to 

try a method differen~ from any before 

attempted. I got an immenfe balloon 

made of the tougheft fail cloth ; and 

having defcended in my_ diving bell;, 

and properly fecured tlJe hull with 

enormous cables~ I afcended to the 

furface 
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furface and faftened my cables to the 

balloon. Prodigious multitudes were 

aifembled to behold the elevation of 

the Royal-George; and as foon as I 

began to fill my baHoon with infla~ ... 
\ 

mable air, the velfd evidently began 

to move: But when my balloon was 

completely filled, fhe carried up the 

Royal George with the greateft rapi­

dity. The veffel appearing on the fure 

face occafioned an univerfal :fhout of 

triumph from the millons affemhled 

on the occafion. Still the balloon 

continued afcending, trailing the hull 

after her like a lantern ·a·t the tail of 

a kite., 



/ 

a kiteJ and in a few minutes appear~d 

floating a1nong the clouds. 

It was then the opinion of maqy . 
philo(ophers, · that it would be more 

difficult to get her down than it had 

been-to draw· her up; But I convinced 

the1n -to the contrary, by taking my 

aim_ fo exactly with a twelve pounder, 

that I brought her down in an inftant. 

I confidered, that if I ihould break 

the balloon with a cannon ball while 

£he remained with the veffel over the 

land, the fall would inevitably occa­

fion · the defrrucl:ion of the hull, and 
. . 

which, in its fall, rrught cruih fome 

cf the multitude; Therefore I thought 

1t 







it fafer to take my aim when the bal .. 

loon was over the fea, and pointing 

my twelve pounder, drove the ball 

rjght through the balloon ; on which 

the inflammable air ndhed out with 

great force, and the Royal George 

defcended like a falling flar into the 

very fpot fro1n whence ihe had been 

taken. There ihe ftill remains; and 

I have convinced all Europe of th e 

poffibility of taking her up. 

· Vo1 II. u CHAPT ER 



I• 

[ 230 ] 

C H A P T E R XIV. 

'l'he Baron makes a jpeech to the Na-. 
tional A.Jlembly, and drives oui all 

the members.-:--Routs the .fifhwomen and 

'. the National Guards .-Purjues the 

whole route into a church, where be 

defeats the National Ajfamb/y, &c. 
with Roujfeau, Voltaire,· and Belze­

bub at their head, and liberates Ma-
, 

rie Antoinette and the Royal Fa-

mily. 

PASSING through Switzerland, on 

1ny return from India, . I was in­

formed that feveral of the German 

nobility 

n 
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nobility had been deprived of the ho­

nours and immunities of their French 

eftates. I heard of the f ufferings of 

the amiable Marie Antoinette, and 

fwore to avenge every look that had 

threatened her with infulc. I went to 

the cavern of thefe Anthropophagi, 

aifembled to debate,._ and gracefully 

putting the hilt of my f word to rny 

lips, I f wear, cried I, by the facred 

crofs of my f word, that if you do not 

inftantly reinftate your king and his 

nobility, and your injured ~een, I 

will cut the one half of you to pieces. 

On which the Prefident, taking up a. 

leaden ink-fiand, flung it at my head .. 

U 2 I ftooped 



I ftooped to avoid the blow, and ru1h­

ing to the tribunal, feiz~d the Speaker, 

who was fulminating againft the . Ari­

ftocrates; and taking the creature by 

one_ le~, flung him at the Prefident. 

I laid about me moft nobly, drove 

the1n all out of the houfe_, an'd locking 

· the doors, put the key in my pocket. 

I then went_ to the poor king, andi 

making n1y obeifance to him-Sire, 

faid I, your enemies have all fled; I \ 

alone am the National Aife1nbl y at 

prefent; and I 1hall regiil:er your edicts 

to recall the prin~es and the nobil : cy; 

and in future, if your Majefty pleafes 

I will be your Parliament and Coµnci1. 

He 



He thanked me, and the amiable 

Marie Antoinette.,, -fmiling, gave 1ne­

her hand to kifs. 

At that moment I perceived ~ party 

of the National Aifetnbly, who had ral­

lied with the National Guards,. and a 

vaft proceffion of fiih-women, advanc­

ing againft me. I depofited their Ma­

jefties in a place of fafety, and with, 

my drawn f word advanced againft my 

foes. Three hundred fiih-wom.en,. ' 

with bullies dreifed with ribbons in 

their hands, came hallooing and roar­

ing againft me like fo many furies. I 

fcorned to defile my f word with thei r, 

blood, but feized the firft that came 

U3 up, 



up, and making her kneel down, 

knighted her with my f word;- which 

fo terrified the reft, that they all fet 

up a frightful yell, and ran away as 

faft as th,ey could for fear of being 

ariftocrated by knighthood. 

As to the National Guards, and the 

reft of the affemb]y, I foon put them 

to flight: and having made prifoners 

of fome of them, compe1led them to 

take down their national, and pu~ the 

old royal cockade in its place. 

I then purfued the enemy to the top 
, 

of a hill, where a moft noble edifice 

dazzled my fight; noble and facred it 

was, but now converted to the vileft 

purpofes, 
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purpofes, their monument de grands 

homn1es, a Chriftian church that thefe 

Saracens had perverted into abo1nina­

t1on. I burft open the doors, and en­

tered f word in hand. Here I obferved 

all the National Affembly n1arching 

round a great altar ereB:ed to Voltaire; 

there was his ftatue in triumph, and ., 

the fifhwomen with garlands decking 

it, and finging Ca Ira ! I could bear 

the fight no longer; but rufhed upon 

thefe pagans, and facrificed the1n by 

dozens on the fpot. The members of 

the Affe1nbly, and the fiiliwomen, con. 

tinued to invoke their great Voltaire, 

and all their mailers in chis monument 

de 



· de gr_ands hommes_, imploring the1n to 

c01ne down and fuccour them againft 

the Arifi:ocrates and the f word of 

Munchaufen. Their cries were horri­

ble, like the ihrieks of witches and en­

ch?.nters verfed ~n magic and the black 

art; while the thunder growled, and 

ftorms fhook the battle1nents, and 
- ' 

Ron[ea~, Voltaire, and Belzebub ap-

peared, three horrible fpectres: one 

all meagre, m.ere {kin and bone, and 

- cadaverous, feem.ed death,. that hideous 

fkeleton: it was Voltaire, and in his. 

hands were a lyre and a dagger.-On. . 

the other fide was Rouifeau, with a 

chalice of f weet poifon in his hand; 

and 

I 
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, 

and between them was their father, 

Belzebub ! 

· I .fhuddered at the fight; and with 

all the enthufiafm of rage, horror, and 

piety, ruibed in a1nong them. I feized 

that curfed fkeleton Voltaire, and fooo. 

compelled hin1 to renounce all the er­

rors he had advanced; and while he 

fpoke the words, as if by magic charm, 

the whole Affembly fhrieked, and 

their panden1onium began to tumble 

in hideous ruin on their heads. 

I returned in triumph to the palace, 

where the ~een rulhed into my arms, 

weeping tenderly. Ah, thou flower of 

nobility, cried fhe, were all the nobles 

of 
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of France like thee, we fhould never 

have _b~e.n brought to this ! 

I bade the lovely _creature dry her 

eyes, and with the King and Dauphin 
,,, . 

afcen<l my carriage, and ' drive poft to 

Mont-Medi, as not an inftant . was to 

be loft. They took my advice, and 

drove away. I conveyed them within 

a few miles of Mont-Medi; when the 

'King thanking me for my affiftance, _ 

hoped I would not trouble myfelf any· 

farther, as he was then; he prefumed, 

out of danger: and the ~een alfo, 

with tears in her eyes, thanked me on 

her knees, and prefented the Dauphin 
\ 

f0r my bleffing. In iliort, I left the 

king 
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king eating a mutton chop. I advifed 

him not to delay, or he would certainly 

be taken; and fetting fpurs to my 

horfe, wi!hed them a gooa evening, 

and returned to England. If the King 

remained too long at table, and was 

taken) it was not my fault., 

THE E 'TD. 
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