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LUCINDA; 

J7RTUE TRJU111P HANT. · 
• I 

CHAP. I. 

A PATHETIC SCENE, 

INTRODUCTORY TO OUR PIECE. , 

THE iron tongue of Time had num• 

bered out five hours of the afternoon, 

from the fteeple of a fecluded village 

on the banks of the Severn, when the 

funeral -bell tolled out, and the pea­

fants began to affemble around the 

fpot from which the e,uth wa~ re­

moved for the reception of a lifelefs 

bodv • . 
B 
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The crowd was 1,nuch increafed, tli.e 
foft enquiry anfwered, and every wh if-

, p~r hufhcd,/ave- that whfrhmurmured 
through th'e leaflefs trees, or waked 
the echo of the iil~Rt vaults,. when the 
priefl, arrayed in the facred veft-· 
men ts,.. wa\lked folem nl y from the·-, 
church to meet the fad pro·ceffion. 

The nodding- phmws approached·, 
th·e gates cxpa·nded wide to receive the 
new i·nhabitant; ·a:nct beneath a veh•e t 
pan, foppo:r. te-GJ, b,1 fi-x bc~rnteous maid­
ens, J,ry -rhe itiJf. hocily of the young 
Lavin-ia,-rhe dear, the only child o~ 
tb.e moft · w0-rt-l-ry lady in the parifh, 
the pricl'e of; every heart.,, ancl th t? 
1heme 0f rnu:diant pr~ife. 
~ ~veek .. before tl-1is_ aw fol day fl1e 

}1ad vifi.ted feyc,ral of. th€ litt-lc cot­
t;iges, arid a~~tl~c,marcly relieved t·he 
_wants of many; but a cn1(•l, fe\teF had 
fodden!y flopped the ci:i~nfom :flreams 
of life, and cropped, wiub .. 1melenting 

fryrri rv .• , 

-
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frverity., ·th-is chanui.ng £.ower hd-ore 

-its e~celknoe \Vas oear eKpanded . , • 

Thu Cupportcd arid follo\~.ed by h« 

diH-raB:ccl mother, With. other weep .. 

:J1g rebtives, the youthfll~ corpfe ap­

proached tl1c gravcj and tbe coffin be-­

;ng piatced therehy, dif~ove1ied, tp the 

.Cfes of the forrou..'1ding throng· the 

:1ge of the decea[ed, which fcarcdy 

~mounted to tu·elve ;;ears. Great · 

~ras the dfcct 1~hich this y1e-w pro-

d need, :rnd fo loud ivere the fobs of 

the peopicj that it was {orne time be­

fore the clergy mari could perfo-m the 

ceremony; ar length, ho\r~ver, it con­

dndccl; and that lm·ely form, which 

long had been the idol of the neigh­

bourhood., wa committed to its na• 

ti\'e duH:, and covered with. the clods 

Df tbc valley~ 

Surely, nocligrcffion is required to 

fb.mp upon the mind of my young 

and beautiful rc:i.der, an id.ea which I 
H 2 truft 
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truft this fhort defcri ption has rai fed 
within your breaft: the neceffity of a 
preparation for fo trem~m.Jous an ac­
cident muft appear to you in the moft 
ftriking colours, a~d allure you agree­
ably to thofe paths of wifdom, which 
moft aff\}redly will 'bring you peace 
at the laft. Yet, fl1ould there by 
chance be found any youths of either 
fex too volatile or regardlefs to perufe 
thefe pages for their profit, I give 
them fufficient warning~ and honeflly 
difcharge my own duty by this re ... 
qucft and obfervation. 

I l 
1 " Turn not alide, nor heedlefs pafs it by, 

" TI-)e young, the g~y, the healthy, foon mufi; 
" die ; 

H Tho' flutt'ring now in life's high glitt' ring 
~' day, 

"Thou foon muftchangeto lift:lefsputridclay; 
ff Not pow'rangelic can avert thy doom, I ' 

" Nor heav'n's bright legions foatch thee frotn 
~' thr; t'->lDQ." 

j .! 
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VIR TU£ TRIUMPHANT. 5 
The mourners now turned from 

the dread repofitory of the dead, and 
M'rs. lvfanor, the afliiaed parent, fup­
porting herfelf on the arm qf a-rela­
tion, attempted to difcharge fome 
part of that anguifh which fat heavy 
on her a~hing heart, by giving a free 
vent -to her tears! this (by the time 
fhe returned to her hab_itation) fhe 
performed in a manner which enabled 
her to reflea, with fome degree of 
compofure, on that fhoke, which (how­
ever feverc in itfelf) was doubtlefs the 
will of Heaven, and to which ( as fuch) 
it behoves th.e inhabitants of the 
earth to bow down without repining. 
Yet nature ftrugg\ed with religion in 
her bofom; and on beholding the 
fpot where her beloved had lately 
amufed her by playing and fing1ng 
the high praifes of her Creator, the 
tear of affi!ction- bur!t afrefh from her 

B 3 eyeg, 
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eyes, and the fobs of regret broke 
t hrough all oppofi~io_n. 

- Her relatives · attempt~d, by all the 
.f orce of perfuafive eloquence, to foothe 
and comfort her perturbed fpirit; but 
a mother's love was too ftrong to re­
fjgn its only darling to the devouring -

... worms without fame agonizing pangs; 
anJ the virtue more than the beauty 
of Lavinia, was too deeply impreifed 

' on that p~rent's heart to admit of 
.any confola~ion but what was given 
from above,. 

To giv~ a clear idea of this valuable 
c haracter, we muft .inform tho(e who 

)1ono'4r au·r little l1ifl:ory with their 
perufaJ, tl1ar ihe wc1s the d:rnghter of 
a virtuoqs ang honoqrable -gentleman; 
the widow, of a_n officer famed for hi s 
v~lour, ·anq -q~loved for his gooJne fs 
(who . Ji vecl an honour to the -com mu-

. n ity, and • brav~l y died in defending 
, t he ~aufe of his c9untry) and the un-

. · fai)i~g 
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-failing friend of thofe whom indigence 

or obfcurity deprived of innumerable 

bleffings. To fuch !he-freely liftened, 

ln all their little tales of farrow, 

hu!hed th_eir ·complaints, prcfcribed 

for their difeafes, and refcued them 

often from ·the jaws of deftruB:ion. 

I-Ier dear Lavinia was the onl,y fop .. 

port on which fhe hoped to recline in 

the days of approaching age; and be. 

ing dep1:ived by death of a father and 

a hufband, fhe centered all her earthly 

bli fs in the loved perfon of her amia.,. 

ble daughter. This cheering hope 

was now extinguifhed by the fatal 

damp of death ; and every delicious_ 

expetl:ation which clung thereto, was 

dafhed from its refidence and given to 

the winds. She who had fl1ewn the 

tenclcrnefs of a parent to hundreds, 

was now left childlcfs and forlorn i 

that tongue which had often poured 

fhc b:1lm of confolation into the ears 

I.: 
.:,\. 

ind 
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and tie.art of tome aLJA£1oned fofferer, 
was now tmployed.in fruitlefs excl.im­
,aJion-s of g-rief,· or in he.art-wounding 
praifes of .her dear departed ; whilft 
tbe bcnevol~nt hand, which had fuc­
coured and fupported the· languid 
JJe.ids of the mifcrable o,n all occa .. 
4ions, was now fadly employed in fuf .. 
tain-ing her own bllrning forehead, or 
in wiping away thofe copiom ftreams 
wh..ieh trickled down her face. 

Thus wounded by the arrow of af ~ 
.fl i81on, and abforbed in the contem .. 
plation of her deep cfiftrefs, fat the va"' 

• luabJe lady, when· Mr. f eiix, the 
:clergyman. of the pRrifh, was an., 
nounced by the fervant, qnd ufhered 
into the parlour. 

This gentleman (who was indifputa., 
bl y an honour to his profeffion, and 
as zealous in the difcharge of private 
duties as in the folemn delivery of 
his <lolhines) approached the chair 

of 

f. 
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VIRTUE TRIUMPHANT. 9 
of Mrs. Manor, and tenderly requeft­
e<l to hear the prefent condition of her 
mind defcribcd. He liftened atten­
tively to all which grief produced, and 
congratulated her on the ftedfaftnefs 
of that hojze wherewith the Chriftian 
faith had illumined her mind; " for 
(faid he) " though it is utterly i111-
poffible to recover the dear object of 
your affection on earth, I truft you 
will aifuredly meet with her in the 
realms of eternal blifs, and there enjoy 
that perfeetion of felicity to which 
the inhabitants of the world are ftran­
gers. With many other comfortable 
remarks, and timely quotations from 
the bleifed volume of divine infpira­
tion, he gradually calmed the tempeft 
which had fo violently fhaken her 
frame, and diffufed a pleafing ferenity 
through her imagin;ition. When this 
·was effected, he began to aifure her 
tha t her !hare of affiicl:ion (however 

tryin~J 
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trying) was but t-rivjal if compared 
with itha-t wbich th.oufancls of her fel-
1.ow-creatmres experie]lced every day; 
hut wavi@,g the · conficlerittion of fuch 
a mi1lfit.ude, faid he; Lean infnrm you 

· ~f .a. ··foene v;h-ich p!<!Jr-e,vl th-is clay be­
fore my:.eye_i; ;· a-nd w-hi-ch, 'I doubt not, 
you wHlroJ1f-c:ifs. wai; ftiLI mert d,iftreff­
i1~g ,t1i.in -ttb.at which. ,,leie} yqu to tbe 
f h ~refh tin is eYen,i11g. , , • 
• Y ~i;i, -dm1btle[s, rec-011-eet the perfoa 
who-.rdided' i:n .n fornll boufe ·at the 
t~t4=emi-tr oftht vi11-age, ~vbo fcarcely 
:t)'a:S ·c~r fi!ro but when the bell.s in:­
v.itt'-ol 1i.er tt> ·. tke court:s ; of devotion, 
fh,e "thetl aippea-re<l wiitlh' a :pjoi1.s but 
dejelted cou.nteJ.il.ance, ~tt,erided by her 
.d-aug-hter, · !th,e littk L:1.acind-a, \'rho, I 
p.r:¢fume, is ah.out fie¥e.n years of age, 
of a pieafing fo:m, incL1n open ruddy 
countenance. 

I remember the o.hjetls you de­
Cc-ribe, faid Mis. J\1cJ.11-0r, .and have 

oncn 

..:: 

---I 
I 

t 

fo 

\ 

ln 
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fr 
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uften ,,·ifhecl to _know the charatler 
and condition of perfons ,vho chofc to 
live in fuch a voh~rHary obfc:u11t'y. 

The character (rejoined tlie clergy­
man) I believe is· fpotlefs, but tr1e COfl­

dition is whar I am a -£hanger to. I 
only kno\iv that by a fodd~n ftroke 9 

Providence has dep•rived the m~her 
ef her Ii.fe; and the poor ch;id is k ft' 
an a.b.folute at1d unprotecled orph:rn'. 

A brother of the deccafed happencJ 
to he at the ·lroi,{[e when the m1el:rn-• 
choly event took pla,e ; ancl he c:er­
tainly provicl tl fo1-· the fm1-eral, a i 

which I attended after yo-u had left 
the borying-gronnd; but ·in return 
for his tl'<'>llblc, he has fciz'c(-i H}~On an 
•yhrch t,t~c houie <::o-ntaiHed, a-nd tl'eac.. . 
e<l the miCcrable ahild·Jo 1'ough,ly oi-i 
their return from the obfequ~es of i'ts· 
mother, that l heai: f.h.e f1as- waFH.ler-etl 
from the viliage, aiad no one kIToW9 

whither fhe is gone, th0ugh many 
have 
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have fought for, her· in various direc­

tions. 

Thus, you fee, though Providence 
has bereaved you of a child, it ha.s left 
you the bkffing of other friend s, and 
a competency for yourfelf; whereas 

this child is deprived of a mother, 

abandoned by an u_nfeeling uncle, and 
apparently left to perifh, without a 
fingle friend to comfort or fuftain 
her. 

Mrs. Manor was deeply ftruck with 
this fad relation, and, after a mo­
ment's paufe, addreffing the good man 
who fo ev}dently fympathized in the 
di~rdfes of his flock, ''· What you 
have told .. me, Sir, has not -mere! y 
awaken,ed thofe charitable fenfations· 
which I naturally feel for the objects 
of oppreffion, but I think Heaven has 
diretl:ed you to· me in a particular 

manner, as I have loft a daughter, and 
this child has loft a parent. I am. 

· ,vretched 
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wretched for the company of the for­

mer, and fhe is ·expofed to ruin by 
the Jofs of the latter; exe_rt yourfelf 

therefore I befeech you, to find thi:.; 

lklplefo creature, who is barbarou:fJy 

ch aced from the refidence of her only 

friend, and reft aiTured that fhe fhall 

find a p'atronefs and a mother· in ·that 

woman whom Fate has deprivecJ of 

her only darling. · 

'' May Heaven re\vard your inten­

tion" (faid l\Tr. Felix as he rofe fr?m 
his fe::-.t); " and may every ccl eftial 

bldli.ng defcend on your habitation 

which you dcfJgn to receive this little 

fofferer." ·· He could exprefs no more 

by words, lrnt grafpcd her har.d with 

an unutterable ea10tion, and beCeech­

ing fornc piry:ng angel to ~irell: his 

fteps, he hafl i ly \.va1ked forth to fn:-itch 
from deftrutrion the wretched o·bjelt 

of his pious zeal. 

C CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

L"JCINDA DISCOVERED, CONSOLED, 

AND PAT,RONIZED • 

..:.\FTER paffing the night in anxiou, 

inquietudes for the fate of Lucinda> 
the teacher of the pa1·ifh arofe to pur­
!pe that fearch himfel f ·which hitherto 

had proved unfuccefaful to his de­

pendants. 

T!-le morning ',\·as extreme! y cold, 
and ·the fnow defcended faft, as he 
o'peaed the door t-o frek the object of 
hi~ contempb.ticns; Gut the chilling 

appearance of the country proved too 
feeble to overthrow his generous pur ... 

pofe; ar..cl clra•Ning his hat over his 

face to fh ield him from the fury 9f 
the tempe'{t, he walked fo~wards to 

cli [cover, if poffible, the wounded 
~mb 

l. 

tr 
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bmb which had fhayed from his little 
flock. 

Attentivc1y he regarded every fpot 
\\hereon he fnppofed there was the 
le:.i.ft probability that the orphan might 
he found. He enquired of tht vil­
bgers, interrogated the chilJren, an<l 
ex:unincd every place which freme·d 
o offer {helter; 1Jut w1thont effect; 

tiH at length, having ro\·ed beyond the 
limits of his oi.,·n parifl1, he begged 
permiffion to refl: himfelf for .a few 
minutes within a 1:eat cottage by the 
road-fide; to which he was l1eani1y 
welcomed by a motherly woman, to 
whom he made known the caufo of 
his early sa.mble, 

" Heaven reward your goodnefsH 
(faid fhe at the clofe of his relation); 
'' l have certainly fet;n the child of 
whom you fpeak ; nay more, I have 
htl: night fecurc<l her from the incle­
mency of the weather, by giving her 

C 2 part 
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part of my bed." You are a good 

creature (haftily exclaimed the clergy­

man) but where is the girl ? "Alas, 

Si r,'' returned the woman, "J cannot 

tell; !he left me this morning whilft 

I was preparing breakfaft, and I know 

not whither ihe h~s wandered. Whilft 

fhe continued with me, ihe told me 

in the moft affetl:ing manner of her 

mother's death and her uncle's cruelty; 

_but though I endeavoured ro pacify 

her to the beft of my abilities, fhe 

wept without ceafing all the night, and 

towards the approach of day con­

tinued to fob, '' 0 my poor mother! 
I will go to my mother." Mr. Felix's 
heart \\ as melted with this artlefs de• 
fcription; and a fudden though im­

probable thought darting acrofs his 

mind, he rewarded the kindnefs of hi s 

informer with half a croffn, - and 

.turned again toward his own refr .. 

<le nee. 
At 

i ... 
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· As he 1·e-entered thr. village, he re­

-l"olvet.i to fearch the church~yarcl, as 

it w;is not impoffible but the poor 

child w!10 had- fo grievoufly lamented 
the lofs of her parent, might feek the 

·gloomy fpot wherein the valued afhes 

wrre depofitecl, and there pour out 

the 1:oncnt of her affii8ions. 
It is true the tender age of Lucinda. 

ft'tme<l to forbid this f uppofitron, but 

her words and a8:ions (which had 

latdy been reci tec.l) appeared replete 

-..,1';-ith fo much fenfe, and were really 

fo ftrJ)trior to her years, that the 

wo·rthy prir:;il: received a kindling 
b,{-am of hope from the rifing idea, 

and without hefitation begafl his <le .. 

fcrmined examination. 

He !1:1J not prnceeded far before 
f?f a:-ri~,e~I at the grave of the dcceafe:d, 

:rnd then~ bci!.cl<l the poor defertcd 

01p.1an. 

C3 She 
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She was lying upon the new-raifed 
earth with her face reclined on- her-. 
arm, a dead! y palenefs _overfpread her 

countenc}.nce, ,her eyes were funk and 
r~d with "yeeping, and her little hands 
.were fl:iffened _ by the feverity. of the 
air. 

An univerfal tr~mbling !hook her 
tender. lii~bs, and a deep -drawn figh 
alon~ fo.rved to affure the amazed be­
l10lder, that her [pqrk of life was not 
.yet _extinguiih~d .. 

It is not eaf y to affirm whether at 
the ·firft glirnpfe of this piticible ob­
jecl-, ama;zement or joy .predominated 
in th~ breafr of the -clergyman; but 
no fooner hacl he viewed the harmlef 
form before him,_ fufficiently to re-

,cognize the objecl- of his fearch, than 
clapping his hands \Vith. tranfport, he 
exclaimed, " My God be praifed !" 
and fnatchcd the dear babe to his 
a~it.ited bofom, who heaved a pi~rc-

rn~ 

I. 
I, 

i1 
fee 

011 

be 

ce 
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ing figh, and caft her languid eyes 

on the fepukhre, as he raifed her 

from that melancholy place; then 

gazing wifhfully on her bcnefaaor, 

feemed filent ly to inquire why he had 

difiurbed her. 
'' Hufh thy complaints, my dear 

affiiaed one ( (aid he as he wrapped 

h er carefull y in his great coat, v.1hich 

11e pnlkd off for th~t purpofe) ;" Hea­

,·cn, which h?.s feen thy filial affec­

t ion, \v ill rc ,nrcl thee, nor fhak thou 

1 perifh yet, though cruelty <1nd op­

preffion h ave dcfi.gned thee for their 

vift im. Thou,yct fhaltfind a m9thci­

in th e perfon of my generous friend; 

and t1 1y corrod ing cares may yet be 

obliterated by the foft hand of ,.ffec­

t ionatc ' cnc\'olence. 

Thus did he foothe the forrows of 

his trembling charge, who was yet 

u nable (from excc fs of cold) to make 

i ny repiy. T h1,; y foop hmyever ar-: 

:i:ived 
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rived at the· parfonage ,(the doors ot 
which were ever rqdy to receive tht? 
unhappy or tfeforted); _arid the orphan 
was tenderly conveyed to the ftudy, 
where lylr. Felix prepared her fome 
warm_ wine, and rubb~d her hands 
and feet at a moderate di{b.nce from 
the fire, till the vital heat returned; 
nnd he had 'the fatisfacl:ion to behold 
the colour re_t\H'n to thofe cheeks 
,vhich fo lat~Jy 'were cold- and livid. 
But when fhe had regained fofficient 
ftrength to fpeak and walk, how deep­
ly was the heart of her deliverer mov­
ed, when, difengaging herfelf from 
his arms, fhe fell on her knees, and 
twi nee! her eager arms around his feet~ 
while a flood of tears rufhed down her 
lovely face, anJ her tongue c_ould 
viercly arti.culate, '' 0 hO\v I love. 
you for your goodnefs.'~ THe good 

man wept as plentifully as herfelf, and, 
r~i fing her from that humble }!>Ofition, 

aff u.red 
• I 

Cl 

ev 

lO 

oi 

ta 
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afl,1red her of his friendfhip in the 

moft folemn m.anl)er; and explained 

to her the intentions of Mrs. l\1anor, . 

,vhich we have already related. 

The effects-of her .. gratitude were 

more powerful in this native fimpli­

city than aU the pomp of words can 

ever clcfcribe; and her reverend 

friend enjoye<l a greater luxur~ from 

the adventures of this-lowri.ng morn­

ing, th:1n-all the fons of glutt~my and 

cliflipation ever purcliafe~ by ~heir la· 

vifhcd -go1d. 
13reakfaft was now brought to the 

table, anJ the fubjec\: q( ~ur hiftory 

· was _perfe8ly . revive~ by the, kind 

afliduities of her difqw~rer, ·whe11 

tl1cy began to refolve-qn. a walk to 

the worthy lady who was -deprived of 

every comfort by the lofs of• her 

d1ild, an<l "ho now only. -waited 

" ·ith impatict,ce for the refult of her 

friend's :ret\.1rn, Accordingly, \\1hen 
theit 
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their repaft was «nded, they proceed­
ed to Manor-H-0ufe, where the or­
phan was kindly r~eived by the 
l1oufe-keeper, while her condu8-or­
went to acq1:1aint the amiable wi(,fow 
with the -fuccefs of his adventure. 

That lady was tj:rnch delighted to 
hear that Lue:inda' tvas found, though 
her eyes overflowed at the rec.ital of 
her d1fcovery; anl ringfog the bell 
for the little ftrangcr, fhe wa-s abfo .. 
hitely tranfported to find in her fea­
tm es ( on a near approach) a ver.y 

., fi~iking"' ~·~(emblance to her own La­
vinia. 8he ree:eived her 4 wi.th t½e 
tehderea: co;dia1ity ; and repe~tedly 
affitred her that foe would hence. 
forth 1°egard a1nd treat her as her 
daughte-r; that- all her- wants fhou]d 
he fupplied, her ed°ucation be duly 
etteAdecl to, and her future fuftenance 
be provided for by the ha,,nd of Affec-
~ ion. 

Lucinda 

pu 

1t(l 

fc 
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Lucif.lda vie,\yed her wjth atten­

tion through the cryftal drops .which 
trembled in her eyes-; and at the con­

clufion of her tender fpeech, fell pro­

fhate at her feet,. bedcwing them_\\ ith 

her tears, and bleffi ng the kindn fa _ of 

bcr dear benefaarefs, while the reve­

rend charatl:er who fo carefully had 

purCued the wanderer's fteps, pro­

nounced a folemn amen lo l1er pathe­

tic hleffings. 
1-Irs. I\fanor, hmvever, permitted 

her not to rem;i.jn in this fupplian 

poflure, but tended y raifed her from 

tbc ground; and preffing her to her 

bofom, repc;itcd the p-romifcs which 
bad fo frnfihly awal,.cn ccl the gratitude 

of her little ch;ugc. 
A calm -:: r conver(ation now took. 

place;. in which it was propofed th,.t 

Lucinda H1011lJ receive her ordinary 
tdncatlon at :i fchool in the village 

(which was kept hy a gentlewoman of 
dccave<l 

J 
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decayed fortune) and ·endeavour to 
gain the accomplifhments of mu!ic, 
drawing, &c. by a mafter's attend-· 
ance at home. Thi's fchemc was 
highly applauded bv the Reetor, who 
kindly undertook the trouble of in­
qui ring for perfons of ability and re­
putation for thefe laudable purpofes; 
and after repeating his ac!inir.:uion of 
the lady's goodne(s, 2.nd \Vafting a.­
prayer to Heaven for the p re/~rvation 
of the c-hilcl; he too' an affectionate 
!eaye, and .retu rned ho:ne complerel y 
fa~·isf.ed. 

The dreffes ~of Lavinia were nO\V' 

appropriated to the ufe of the orphan; 
h er play-things, books, and inftru­
rnent, were tran ferred into her hands; 
a nd even the bed \\·hereon the dar­
ling of Nlanor-Huule formerly reclin.; 
eel, wa3 now become the fixed abode 
for the needful repofe of the young 
Lucinda • . Thus may my readeri al-:-

ready 

r. 

1 
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ready perceive, that Providence watch­

ed over t~1e fafety of its helplefs 

creature ; and when a vicious relation 

forced her to roam amidft the united 

horrors of ·tempeft, cold, and hunger, 

the mercy of Heaven defeated his 

barbarous intentions, an<l condu8:ed 

her to plenty, inihuB:ion, and pro-

teCtion. 

.L..!! 

CHAP. III. 

A DESt>ICABLE CHAk.ACTER, 

AND A WICKED DESIGN, 

1..,HE enfoiog N[onday our youpg 

heroine was placed at the appointed 

feminary, where fhe fpeed1ly obtained 

the applaufe of her Governcfs and the 

affeaion of her fchool-fellows, one 

cnl y excepted; the charaB:er and dff-
D cripti.on 
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cripfion of \Vhorn we · intend to ·give 
in the prefent chapter. ~1ifs Wilful 
was the only daughter of · a lady, 
·more aiftinguifhed by her riches and 

tlie · fi)lendor of her appearancre, than· 
by arry' good ·or beneficent a'B:ions. 

Her houfe was the ab9cle of luxury, 
hct drefs· t,he height of fafhion, and 

her equipage magnificent; but the 
poor were never called to participate 
of her bld1ings; nor were the gates 
of her manfion ever expanded to 
f11elter the wander~r from the ftorm, 
or to offer a tempo_rary _ retreat to 
the trembling ohjelts of unmerited 
wretch~dnefs. 

Her child ,yas JhamefuHy ind-ulged 
jn_ every def.re, however ridiculous or 
unrec1fo1nble; a~d every fervant ,vas 
placed fo a_bfolutely beneath her c9m­

ma!)-d, that none clurftdifobey, though 
~ll clefpifecl her.- Her Govcrnels ,ras 
for!Jiclgcn to correet her upon any ac-

count; 

G 
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count; and ( as fhe ·was placed in th is 
fchool merely to l>e near her mother) 
fhe ti:eated every other child vvith the 
moft haughty refcrve and unfeeling 
contempt, wh1lft in reality hcrfelf \Vas 
the only objetl: of juft abhorrence in 
the place. 

Though a lady of birth, fhe was 
pitiful, mean, and odious ; regardlefs 
of her book, cJrelefs in h.cr wor.k1 

and proud in · her deportmenii--~ h<tr 
Governefs defpifed, and her co.~pn­
nions hated lier:. Such a <lifpof..itipr, 
and fuch behaviour more tha"n over~ 
balanced th.e charms whkh nature h~¢ . 
given her; and. though her (eatures 
wer.e handfoµ,e_, h~r beauty w.as for­
gottep amidfr fo hateful an aff.cmblage 
of ill qualities. 

This imperious :rnd trnly di fagrce r 
able Rirl, beheld Lucinda wjtli the eye 
of jealou [y, and detcfi:ed her in he-r 
heart for tl.wfe amjable nttions which 

D 2 in1rn~ 
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infenfibly wronght on the mind of 

every perfon who beheld her with at­

tention. 

The ftory of her misfortunes, :tnd 

the kirn;lnefs of Mrs. :Manor, had 

reached. the ears of Mifs Wjlful,, 

who fcorned her ~n acco~nt of the 

former, yet envieJ ·. her the patronage 

of fo good a lady·;>nd felt het pride 

confiderably ·hurt by feeing the " lit~ 

ti/ ltet;gar'' ·(as !he e'xprdfed herfelf) 

arrayed in.a manner foitable to the . 

fty le ·qf her proteltrefs ; and treated 

with the · tendereft , ref pea · by the 

l,-Vhole aifembly to which ·fhe was now 

-united,, Her taiks were fpeed1ly 

.. learned, and p'leafingly pronounced ; 

her 1eacling was clear, difiina, and 

mufical, and her little beginnings of 

:needle-work gave ~onvincing proofs 

·· of a quick genius a-nd ferene obfcrva­

tion. No wonder then if her dif­

clainful companion~ con(cious of fuch 

budding 

lee 
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fo 
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budding perfe8ions, and mortified nt 
the camparifon thereof witli her own 
ftupidity, indulged the malevolence 
which \Vas natural to her temper, and 
fecretly wifh6d the ruin of this harm-r 
lefs creatuve. 

Lllcinda however £ourifhed in the 
garden of literature; and every rifing 
fun brought ( as her due) the tribi.1te: 
of unc-ca,fing 1fraife. At fchool fhe -
\Vas loved to excefs-. at home fhe was 
parfeclly idolized-:-and at church h~r 
~rtlefs devotion~ obtained the admira­
tion of the congregqtion. She m;:i,d~ 
a forprizing progrefs in her . ~l\ufic, 
an<l her dra.wing-mafter pronounced 
her the moft attentive and ready pllpi\ 
he had ever met with. Thus, lovely 
in herfcl f, and the obje8. of uni verfal 
~ffclhon, fhe daily improved in per-­
fonal anq mental accomplifhments,. 
when the enraged Wilful refolvecl ,. if 
poffible, by fo~e means (howeve_r b<\fr) 

D 3 to 
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to crufh the innocent vi8:im ·of her 

envy, and by ~hat deftruction. remove 

the fource of her difqu!et • . 

Various were the fchemes which 

vice fuggefted upon this occafion ; and 
I 

_though fhe could not abfolutely fix 

upon ·one, 'fhe neverthelefs refolved 

to acc<?IPplifh heI." dia_bolica\ inten~­

tions •. · 

· The firft ftep to this wretched ac­

tion muft be founded on a falfity:-a. 

thing 'fo !hocking· in itfelf,- and fo 

. dreadful in its confequences~ that I 

·fincerely hope my readers will , trem­

ble at . the bare idea o-{ fo flagrant a 

cnme, 

As, however, t.his girl had paid too 

little attention to her Bible -and: her 

church, ihe reflecl:cd .not o.o the na-. 

ture of the . acl:ion, but 1:efolved to 

accufe Lucinda · wrongfully to her 

Governefs on the firft occafion. Sha 

next confiderco how tihe 01:phau migh~ 

b~ 
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'• 
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be injured with her invaluable Pa­

tronefs ; but this appeared to border 

fo clofe upon an impoffibility, that fhe 

alrnoft def paired of fuccefs, yet ·deter­

mined to purfue her vengeance ihro' 

every obftacle, till the fchool fhould 

become infupportable to Lucinda, and 

the door of charity be clofed againft 

her. ViJe and prepofterous as this 

defign appears; it is certain this 

naughty child received a ,gleam of 
pleafure from it, as ihe vainly ima­

gined the deihuaion of a virtuous 

girl would redound to her own ho .. 

nour; who, though a very dunce in 

knowledge, ·was foperior to all her 

neighbours in point of fortqne. 

To difplay her triumph over the 

wrec~s of innocence, and confound 

by her own affertions the praife fo 
lavifhly bcftowed on the objecl: of her 

hatred, appeared fo pleafing to her 

bafe imagination, that every other 
idea 
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idea was loft in th~ conteuiplation of 
that foene whieh ihc began to dra\y 
for the fuccee4in~ day; and as her 
plan grew mprt rnat'ure, her malice 
fwelled to its full . extent~ nor could 
the forbear to figh when ihe reflected 
that night frill int~rvened be~ween the 
defigq. and the e'ffiJts of her rage. 

Whe.n condu8-ed to her hed, her 
thought~ were ftill -b.t1fied on the fame 
difgraceful fchemf; and revolving its 
ihameful effe8s in her mind, fhe pre­
fumed to ~lofe her eyes,_ forgetful of 
that adorable Being to whom her 
prayers were due, and who might (if 
foch his will) deprive her of lif~ b~ -:­
f~rt th~ m9roi ng~ 

J,,. 
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CHAP. IV. 

INNOCENCE DISPLAYED; TO TI:IE 

CONFUSION 0.f ITS ACCUSER,. 

INTENT on the profecu-tion of her 

<lefign, Mifs Wilful appeared at 

fchool much earlier than ufual, and 

( contrary to her cuftom) featcd her­

felf by the fide of Lucinda. 

Th.e morning-taik.s were repeated, 

feveral inftruclive leifons read, and 

the young ladies attent~vely purfuing 

their various employments, when the 

univerfal ferenity of the fchool was 

difturbed by the exc.lamation of '' I 

have lofr my pocket-book !" Every 

eye was inibntly turned upon Mifs 

Wilful, from whom this affertion 

proceeded, and who fcrupled not · to 

affirm that it was ftolen ; ~nd whilft 
her 
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her aifociates liftened atteritivel.y to 
her defcription of -rhe book, and the 
f urprifing value ihe fixed on it, her 
Governefs, regarding -her · with a look 

of tn.ingled fcorn and feverity, com­
mandtd her to quit her fe·at, and give 

- a requifite account of foch :{!rang~ 
·behaviour. She accorcJingly obeyed, 
though with .,. d.egree of vi:fible re­
lucra~ce, 4nd f ~Henly repeated the 
Eiaturc of her lofs, ftill infifting that it 
was acl:ually ft~lel}. 

"Pray, Mifs .(rej.oined her G0y_er;­
)?efs) who do yo,u i;nagine to be guilty 
of fo pitiful an aafon? or whieh .of 
the - fadie-s who c:onftitute this li t.{ le 
a!fembly, will you pi-efume to ch.al ., 
lenge,. as a thief? Look around atten;. 

tivel y, and confider mor.e than once 
before you affix fo heinous ?- crime 
to the name of any one before you ; 
for you mu~ a!furedly expecl: that a 
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ftriB: frarch !hall he infbntly made; 

and if y_our accufation proves falfe, 
you m:1y reft aff'ured I will punifh 

you as fevcrely as the daughter of the 
pooreft labourer ,n the village; there• 
fore you need not dccei ve yourfelf by 
fuppofing that either your b rth or 
fortune will protea you." 

' I fea__r not your anger,' replied 
the gracelefs girl, ' fince my charge 

m:iy be cafil y eftablifhed :' and with ... 
out hefitation !he pronounced our 
Heroine to be the guilty perfoo. 

Lucinda's cheek ,vas in{l:antly crim­

foneq with a rifing Vufh, but it was 

the glow of confcious innocence, en­

flamed by that laudahle pride which 
ever proves its conftant attendant. , 
Approaching the feat of her Te.1.c:her, 

fhe courc'fied, with the deepeft humi­
lity, and rcquefting pcrmiffion to 

fpeak a few words in her own clefence, 

tht s cliiburthened her agitated mind ; 
,. When 
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" ·When I reflect,' Madam, on the 

gieat diftance which fortune has 

placed . between Mifs Wilful and 

myfelf, I am _-aftonifhed at her beha­

viour, and feverely diftreffcd on my 

own accou!]t. · Bleft as fhe is with 

:-ifRucnce, beauty, and maternal affe,­

tion, I Thould not eafily have foppofed 

fhe coulc.l fo far ·defcend from that 

dignity which we ·naturally expect in 

hei:- ftation, as to fix a. ilancler on the 

character of one who never harboured 

a thought injurious to her repofe ;_ and 

far myfelf, I mnfr acknowledge that 

her cruelty has torn open every 

~ wound in my poor ,heart whi-ch the_ 

united· efforts of tcndernefs and bcne-. 

:ficence had_ nearly·· clofed. "\1/hen 

hmking on all the children who are 

placed . beneath . your attentive eye, · 

fhe has fou~~ tjo one fo proper to 

accufe as me, bccaufe others have in-
' d:ulgcnt pa.reri~,- or other d_ear rela .. 

tions 
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tions, who can :ind dou btlefs will de­

fend their characters and perfons 

from every injury; where:is in me 

fhe &~held a poor un(ortunate being,- ,, 

deftitute of a father's care, and a mo.:. 

the r's warm aftection; the obj'ect of a . 

cruel uncle's hatred, and a dependant_ 

on the charity of my invaluable Pa~· 

tronefs for my daily bread. As fuch, 

jt is not expected that any friend 

will come forwards on my account, 

but rather, by a crime being laid to 

my charge 1 the worthy lady who now 

fopports, may be led to difcard me; and 

the difpleafure of yourfelf, !vladam, 

with the frorn of all your pupils, 

ferve to crufh each opening expecta­

tion, an<l hurl me again to that depth 

of wretchednefs from which a kind 

Providence Co late relieved me. This 

appears to me the intent of my ac­

cufer; hut your fearch rnuft now de­

c i-de whether, rniferable clS I am by 
E · .for-
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fortune, thefe orphan-hands aJte co·n ... 
tarnina·tecl-' wi'th a theft."· 

The pcarFy drops of grief fell' ra-. 
pidl y from her eyes at- t,he conclufion 
of her a"C:fdrefs:, and every rn'ember or 
tbe fc·hool was atrca·dy convinced of 
her integrity, when fhe prefented her 
p0ckers for· the needful examination. 
, J1-Jer Governefs accordingly begarr 
to empty one·_of them· l'.>efore h-€r pu..: 
pi'ls, when l\1ifs Witful rudely thruit 
her -tra-nd into the other, exclai'rning· 
fhe· kn'e·w· i't was· there. 
; This a-uda-ciou-s action wa-s· hcnvever 

jnflly- ptmiffi·ecr, foT iri the violent at .. 
teni-pt to expofe· the orphan complete­
ly, fhe encountered th~ point of a· 
need!~ which was fixed on Lucin<la,.s­
pin..,cufui·o1r, an<l wI\ich ( entering be­
neath her nai•l} ra·n directly up her 
finger. · She frre.rmed' violently with. 
excefs of pain, a-nd fnatchi:ng nack 
her -1:r~nd, aow critnfoned with her 
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own blood, {h.e threw herfelf on the 

neareft form, an.d w.cpt ct,r.i.d raved al~ 

ternately \\1 ith tor.ture and v.exation .• , 

Th3 b~ok in q.ueftion was n.ot yet 

difco·vered, though our heroine un .. 

.clerwent the frriaeft f.ear-ch; and the 

Govern.efs after openly procl~irning 

Mifs Wilful to be guilty o( a fal[er 

hood, and clearly demonftrating the 

innocence of her favourite, pr~ceeded 

to threaten with the fevcreft punifu.,. 

men.t the perfoo in w hof e po~effion 

the book fhould be found; _yet kindly 

declared !he would grant a free. par­

don, provided the culprit · fhoul4 .ac-. 

knowledge her fault, and make im• 

mediate reftitution. This promife 

had the defired effelt; and a girl'(who 

fat on the {id.e of Lucinda, oppofite to 

Mifs Wilful) quitting her fe;it, fell 

.on her ~nees by th.e chair of her mif­

trefs, and fobbed a prayer of forgive­

,o.efs, as if her heart wo:uld break. 

E i She 
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. Sl1e was confequently -affure·d of the 
~fotrnfed ·effect ot ·go0dnefs, on , th~ 
c0n(!iEcrns already 1nehtior1td ; and-i,n 
li-t:utn ·me· proelticed ·die potkh-b0ok, 
to the ·u·tter aft'dn ifh~nent of the fcI-tciof $ 

aha t'he :fin,aJ diftra£titm of 1\,1if.s Wil.:. 
ftilJ Z\vnefe eyes ~ppeared t0 (fal~t' the 
i1at'iies· of revbnge, and who fat ·tn-0 ... 
t~~nle'fij ·as if ftupifiecl by defpai-f. 
r '"-F@r· iner~y's fake, " 'exclaif11ed ilie 
Ghiven~dt ,' "("C ' hmv 'ckme ybtl by' this 

\ .... , . . . 
15bbk ? 1 6r 'what hbf-ricl -tempfati.ob!has 
piufiiglea y.ou 'into thb1 efi'llle ' of'ret1l. 
bery ~, ·. '· ' . . •:(q_: : i' !· ·: ' ,; 
- ·

1
ri ~ !tt5bl i(ndt,' tejoihecl>-tgur weep1. 

iHi ehiUl~ r, T' 11et~ivea · 1t '•FJ;orfr· lfhb 
bHjFWt1o·accufed-Lat'incl-a'.of the•theffl. 
~ire}fefitecl lfne to p~t i~:pi·1vatefy i1Hh 

.1the :pdcket .wh·i~h 'was n:tii me, •1.vlii1e 
1llie ,v'-ould entc'rtai-ri· .her . fo, 1thatLit 
-- itHgh1 i n·ct be •rio't-i~e\'.1 

1
: td 'thi·s doh1'­

,n;,i:fid fhc ~ilcled· the\ie'ttrife of Half~ 
a-crown w'hen tve i11Ju1ci' retire froth 

i. t ' CiWO!,. 
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fchool, and aifured me I might de­

pend on her future favour as long .as 

I lived. With this prop~fal I agreecl, 

- and fhould, no doubt, have effected 

her intention, but that ·fhe laid her 

accuf~tion in th.e very minute where­

i n I was making my .,itt.empt; and by 

the confufion which natur,illy enfue9, 

the plan WfiS .confounded, and tl1e 

book left in my poffeffion. , Thi._6, 

1\1adam, is the fimple trµth ; .and i s 

I have candidly mad.~ an _entirt con­

fcffion of a fault, for which l . am 

now thoroughly repentant, l truft 

you will not recall that- pardpn of 

which you hav~ aifored m~.' ~,Your 

contrition,'' faid her teacher, " for­
b ids my inflicting any punifhment 

upon you; ncverthelefs, I muft re­

mind you , that yo~r own good name 

is forfeited in this place, by the v ~le 

bufinefs which you ~ndertook to per­

form ; and it will require an exem-

E 3 plary 
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I ·-ptary condtlict indeed to· ob'literatc-th-c 
<li{gufi <vJi!c'h ·{uch an eng9getnet1t 
rn'ufi ha vie 'fix~cHupon the· fuinds of a.J.l 

iw·ho -a>re ''pfl:fei1l'.~'-' ) Then aad~effing 
fnbrfi:1fl:cf~ifs Wi:Jfo'.J, who re1hai ned 
--ov'i:~ivheHh~el 1 wi~h malice aha <:on'-I ' • • 'f ufion, · t, Yiou;Mffs,.have co1nmitted 
a c'rihie :;f6 ·a-'Ecfulri~ble JU ·its - natHre, 

_;:i11:1d' fo c
1

on't8fn pt:i ble "in : i ti's deflgo, 
·W~t'I fl-i!ali' •n-;~e. n·or~fcie1pl-e cif facri­
fi~fog ilib· -rorifider~tion of efou·r f.ar-

-forle t:b1fli>e fenaftifetnent ~f ybu I' , 1 ice. 
¥oJr . pilrfiffifrfent, .;j: -am )re-folv-ed, 
ff1a'!l be J'i.'l'i-t-a-'ble -to ywi: Hefer.ts ; and, 
i>f y6t1r Tnothei- 9)&ur8 ie~ify 1any:<l-if-

·;p~a'rtlre ~h alccoi:lnt of Il'l·y prbce~d ing, 
I fhh1l -mf-ured1y ·e:x-pi'a~n the i~famous 

·occafion ,vhich warranted fu1...h beha­
-viot1\ 'fovhrds you.,, 

Th'e accuf·d df L-uc~nch was ac~ 
cdrclirigiy e~6fed t~ -th~ lontempt ~f 
her aifoc-iates, '·by ftarld'{iig~in ~ ben-:h, 

V • • With 
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with her hands tied behind her, and 

her head encircle~ with, a fool's cap~ 
on the front· of which was written the 
h6rriblachara8:er of Cf Fa1fe. Atc:uf"er;" 

while the objc& of •her ,deteftation was 

careffed univerfally, and treated with 
a kindnefs ;which vi.rtue ·d·efo'rvee,- and' 

which was reac.lil.y ibewh 'l~r. · · : r 
Thus ramalfned d1efe :oppo:fit:e :c-haf­

·racrers white ft1h0bl c·ontinuecf; and , 

when ·the villag-6-tlock gav..e nGtice ·for 
the pupils to 'reti:re, 'the flav.e of rnif ... 

chief was htfled from the door with 

every fnark _of_°cai.fgrace; and the or~ 
phan retu,1::ied t0 , her belov~d frientl 

with 'an. uhf.rorr-etl he~rt, and a fmil-Q 

of tri umphii.tit i:nn·e>cence. 

. . 
, : ,• r.J 

r ' .• ' . . . ; I 

CHAP, 
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A PLEASA,NT AS8El.1]3LY, A?fD ,' 

fESTl,VE PAY. , ; ~1,.., 

I , 

·a Kt :ihe·.a~ri"val ~of L u"dnc;~ at .Ma~or~ 
Hou(e, fhe. w.as ag.re~a;bly . furprifed tp 

~hea·r ·that a -nepb~w; and ni.,ece of her 
!dear; beoc;fa[hef!l. . were exp.~c_red ~oar'."" 
rive 0n the morrow. f~JD the _;~etro­

poljs. A g!Q\Y .of pleafure illumined 

her face at the! interdling· news, and 

-her fpatkling _e-yes difplay~d the fatif­

facl:ion which: i-t ga:v€ her.; :w,hilft her 

:"Charming totigu~ e,cpre_ffed . the w;irm-. . 

eft wifhes fp their fitfet1, \V ho we.r~-'­
doubtle.fs, dear to Mrs. M-anor. 

That lady was fully .iQformed of 

the tranJacrion which occupied our 

' la ft chapter, a~d prdfeq p~r favourite 

to her hreaft With unutter-able tender­

nef~, w~ilc fue ble:(f~q Provide.pee fo.r 

. ' ., fq 
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fo bright a difplay of ,hcr 11rrfpotted 

jntogrity. , 

The day was paft in. its uruatr m_an-' 

net, ~nd the· ihades rlf ni:ghtJltgain 

invited th-em· to the couch bf refti 10n 

\~1ah, hovvever, the orphin. ,gained 

but Httle ile-ep, fo fully weJre, · h:fr 

thoughts ·employed on the apptbath .. 

ing day, which ( on ac:-countl ' of thfr 

young vifitors) was decreed · aJ day of 

foftivity. • •~•• I • 

. At lengtb the clouds begitJm: ·fo ·ilif~ 

p-erfe, and., -the morltjng brbl~e:""tn 

[plerrdlm · dam ,the Todcl3r..eaft; ~ ·wireit 

the family· .rrofef 'ind tb~~fi:,·\\m~ 

'_PT1tpardd; at ..,whioh Docrpxfa a-nd .. ber 

:Patrone~ w~remtting, wlrtm ,acamiag-e 

drove· into 'the ynrd, and" tbe 61:ijectf.of 
their ei<,pe8ation were ufhereq · inta> 

-their prefence.' Thofe care'.ffeS) -pifr, 
-which ar·e natu1 al upon futh · an QCCa-• 

fion, the. visitors took their feats by 

"the . iL-e .;fidc; and dif cove.red to our 

,.- .! • • h~roine 
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herojne an e-legant for~ and a beat1ti:.. 
fol face in the perfon of the young 
lady,! while a lively eye and_ expreffive 
countenance tfeemed · to iL'l<licate the 
nat~re ·of her male companion; butif 
their perfons were agreeable, thfl'i.r. b,.e .. 

ha vi our eclipfed.everrc external char.m; 
arid. thi:ir ·converf.ati~u -was .ch,a-fi:Ly 
plhre a,nd. correctly elegant.. . . ) ,-,. : 
~ > 1!1.i.J the ;_ defcriptions :whicl1 . thay 
kindly gave of the various.parts of 
th.':it ·bufy city, ·lrom: •wh~nce 1they 
came, ·they pifplay-ed at on.be .a 1teterr­
ttve , memorjuand .'found. · judgment, 
extoUirig{ •thdfe; .things. whi_ch.1 ii'1deed 
,vdrt t\V'.oirthy: Jof~app1aufe·, _ arid difco­
veringth-e.:1.nfignificance, of many, ob­
jeaf with wh?crh · t_ne j~v,enile mind. ·is 
ito.o·apt .ta ,be · deL;ghted. On every 
fubjeB: they fp.ok.e with Jthe· fame "flu .. 
en.cy); and with ··each ,tranfition gave 
frefh, delight to their, auditors; but 

' -th.at which . appeared· their darling, 
.. . , theme, 

f:l 
tic 

Et 
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theme, was the prefent fta:te of litera­

ture as regarded youth in particular. 

With afl:oni fhing facility they re-• 

peated the titles of various publica­

tions which had lately appeared in the 

world for the. b-enefit of the rifing ge­

neration, and undertook to recom­

mend fevera1 of them to the notice of 

Mrs. !\1anor, by whofe charity they 

might be introduced to thofe parts of 

the country which had never heard of 

them. To enforce the pcrfuafion for 

th is purpofc, a variety of fmall vo­
lumes \.\'ere produced from the trunk 

of the young travellers, which afforded 

a fhort recreation for the prefent, and 

were laid aftde for the better purpofe 

ef attentive perufal. 

Their aunt attended to all their ob­

fervations with a fmile of heartfelt de• 

light, poured forth the highefl: enco­

miums on thei~ learning and d!eport­

mcnt, and (ha:vi•ng hea1·d by a letter 
the 
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the {hi.te-of her fifter7s J1,eii.Jtlr) .enquired 
if. they had •heard the ftory" ·pf Lu., 
cinda fa-om th.eir mothe.r, ·whom fhe 
had acquainted, therewith. . They 
replied they had, an.d proJeifed them-, 
felves a,nxious ·. for the frjendfhip of 
that pepon whom Heaven had fo m:i..: 
-Pifeftly foccoured in. the hour of ex­
tremity~ This tend~r language was 
~nf we red by a warm embrace from 
Lucinda, whofe he.art aheaJy beat in 
unifon with thofe beloved guefis, and 
\Vho hung attentive on the words of 
tbeir lips as the afliduous bee clings 
to the expanding flower which holds 
unrivalled fweets within its- breaft. 
Some prefents were now produced, 
confifting of apparel, trinkets, fweet­
me;ats, &c.; to which were added the 
lateft mufical pu blic;ations ; exprefsly 
clefigned for the fervice of Lucinda. 

vYhile fhe w'ith her benefac:trefs were 
.admir.ing thefc pret~y articles, and pre­

fentirig 

fen 

~ 
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fen ting their united thanks to the amia­
ble pair who br~ught them, the door 

was opened by the worthy lVlr. Felix 

and his only daughter ( near the age of 
our orphan)_ introduced to this little 

company. 

A ray of fatisfaclion beamed fro-m 
the eyes of Mrs. Nfanor, who, rifing 
,\•ith her young friends, received him 
with that cordiality which his intrin­

fic worth demanded, and \vhich natn­
:rally proceeded from her lips, as the 
fimple emanation of a foul which 

ovcrglowed with a foperior fenfe of 

virtue. His child \Vas likewife wel­

comecl on her return from fchool, and 
preffecl into the warrneft frat by the 

politenefs of Maftcr Frederic and 

his beloved fifter, who were much 
pleafed at her arrival. After a little 
difcour(e, the clergyman and his e,ccel­
lent friend retired to the library, :incl 
left his valued charges to the free en-

F joyme!1t 

I • 
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joyrnent of themfelves. According1y · 
they agreed to devote their time to· 
the moft rational entertainment, by 
reading f.ome intereftrng t~le, which. 
was immediately undertaken b-v- t1te 1 

young gentleman, wh~fe choice of a 
fobjec\: and juft pronounciation en­
fm~ed the thanks of ·the lifie_ting· 
friends. H.is tifter wa.s then requeff-· 
ed to favo~r. the company with one of 
the new airs which fhe hJd brought 
from town: fhe moc!.:: ftl y complied 
with that defi.re, and ( craving the ufe 
of Lucinda's harp) accompanied the 

fo llowing words with u ncommon ikiif 
and pathos: 

' 
Soft and melodious as amidft the, d10'ir, 

\Vhtre high. in blifs, fom~ warbling cherub 
fings ; 

E ach brigh t performer ftrikes hi s golden lyre, 
Or fweeps with ccfiacy the founding ftring s ! 

So 
,._ 

1' .. .. 
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So with enchanting voice mild virtue fiands, 

l 

To lure the w,Jnd'rcr to immortal rcft; 
7.'tJ cheer the faint, {he fpre;ips her lovely hands, 

And c'6uns tlk child of for-row fo her breaft • 
• r 

Th<:"re,-.fafe f.r.rom danger, yo~th may learn t!1c 
way,. 

,vhi-ch fu1cTy leads to that unfeen abode; 
\Vn,;re g1,ateful fo_ul~ thei.r vows of homage-pay 
' J?Lfore th.c fpot'r:iool .of their Ma}<~r, God! 

Crown;d with immott4',l· wremhs; "'their 'rcmplcn 
·r _:fhinC:,.: .. _ ~• • • ·,, .. ·(1 

Ambrolial odours rih•fr!)m ,cvAry breath j -~ 

Jh-.. vir.cue P-uidcd
1
t0 the reel ms divine, · • • J -1 ! , P n ~ l) • aJ . .J 1 , a 

_ And_ mor~ tliar;
1
f~~qu;r~~s .o'er.r!™j ,-l'apg~ of ) J • .J J 't, . ' death. . . . . . 

-+ , ,.r, • f' Jl :r• .... ,, , J ; j , ~ ; • I J 

• · ~ T~ gx_f:t~u~i~~j ;µid · voicf%, ;0f the 
yf$u0g perf~>"nt1e~-nvas loudly :lpplaud­
f!P h~ . hQ~ ' 1auditors, to whom ' 1\{1 rs. 
}rla:f\'Qr ap~ th¢ ~lergyman now return­
ed. J)inner wa·s f11ort-ly after frrved 
up; and the afternoon now de,,oteJ to 
inftn1B:ive converfation. Frederic 

.w~s ,rep.catcdly queftioned by Mr. Fe-
f 2 li~ 

/ 
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li»•i.an va1·16t1s 4it~rary fol~jefrs; 'to 
,yhi¢~. :hf :r.fplred .'·~ith. a rea_dy wi;t 

'.in·a;: ~-n:atre~~~( _rripd~:~Y, ihq~ his 
fifter am ufed Mrs. Manor with feve-
n1 .ptrtinent rema,rks ,o.n '.the amufe­

men ts and rejgning _ f~fh_icins · of _the 
' • . , . • ... • r • a ·1. . toi,vrf.l•i .,:,., o, I U~• - ' 

·'1\~;h~i'f!t,.-tabl~ ·u;~y {tt~aa~~.the -
/ no~fce otl:ucinda \;;\1~'eir-polit~ be­

hay~c;>l?,f ;;jlp._d~:4e .f~pper. , W4S ·eniiveae4 
·by many well-timed falli.es · of their 
fe1i:-ci'l~-im~cr-i11titi8n/r · -

b . -

Their·fti1eriHJti:5eh'~lcf thHn wilh tHat 
':kfilc.t-i>(fieatu"te\-d wid2f the pen-of 

~ r, !" .. 

defcription is ever inadequate; and at 

~tJ~ WU1'JOf: r&ftf td,t~y -Jal1 , unw~a 'in 
-h:um,hle; aobmtuem'Jrt(f.HM:irr:iq·· :Wh0' fi;fd 
. '-- ' . 
. pe~tf.nitt!ed' th€rt1 ro 't.tiftit r.th~ truits · of. 
v1irtJrer in;the ·enj9:ym~ts-bfrth~ir- fi"n~ 

1ply:€eftiv"t: ·day-r·:. ~:...· -:~· :1: .... .,. 
. ' 

.:,-: · :.,:!o, ~i, , . : i• ·~--~: .... r:.,Jt ~ · ,1. ·1 ;c; J-' 

!.Irz 

~tll!t 

fo~r:: 
deed; 

ic:i f 
lfadl' 

•Ed fro 
'r,, 
l:,1s. 

htr l'.: 
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CHAP .. Vt 

B..EVENGE ~XPO.S.ED T.O UNIVERSAi., 

IF the reader bas. Ber~fed our fou~h 
chapter with a.ttentie;n, he moft p-ro"" 

.bab!y f1~ppofes that lVlifs Wilfu! wa.s 

too deeply mortjfied (by !re exp.ofllr,e 

of her crime and the ignominy of its 

attendant punifhr11tent) ever to .. form 

fo prcpo~~rnus a. defigr:, a_gain, or in; 

deed eYer to chcrifh fo_r a, mqx:n~~t ~-;-i 

idea fimilar to thofc which ,had al:­

n:ady overwhelmed her with difgr~c~ 

and trouble. 
' 

This, however, ,va_s not the -~afo, 
, , .. 

her temper was irr_jtatedl but ~qt 

changed; .and while fhe endured t?e 
j:.i:1 pains of dufiifrment, fh~ fcc;r~tly 

vowed revenge op the pe.r[on of the 

harmlcfa Lucinda. On her return _. ,.. 

'\ . ,·,v home . 
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home fhe was fullen, referved, and 
gloomy, unable, t~{ (n;ipther the vexa­
tion which opprdfect ~her, though fhe 
.rlotft hy. llc5 n1e·am; v1'11-tufe ,.te:f inform 
her mother of. the affronts fl1e had 
received, for fhe well knew an imm~ 
Jc1Hlte · 1nVeftig~H6nr: tb·ufl:· then:. take 
-pfMe~•'the effeas ~neteof ~ightyrot~e 

r • • - ... • I' . . 

rfrore 1
' 'difugteeable thin · even · .. ihofu 

'\iillifca ·•fhe :ha0 a-lteatdyie-xperienced. ' 
~ Thtrs; ~Ircurnftartde-~, 'The endured 

'th•e tunte'ffJp.ings df envy and galling 
c:Hfappoihtm'ent througlr the temain<l'~ 
n jdf •tHe . da'y'; and· at' night fhe wa~ . '. . . ' ~ 

""tdo mrlch ~iff(i~ed ·by' the violence of 
1terpaffi6rts to bifte the bleffings of re1. 
frefhing Deep; her flumbers were 
gho-tt; comforrlefs, a·nH uncertain; -the . . . . 
-vrnoni ·of ·the night prefcnted agai:n 
the fcehe of mortification; ·again ·fhe 
fa\v the triumphant. gl~w of fuperior 
ihnocence on the che'ek of her adver­
iary, and heard ·afrefu the he:irt-

wounding 

fr 

ll 

~ 
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. v;;oundi'ng hi-fa · \vhieh followed '•her 

from the Mfembly. She awoke -eni. 

:!"aged ~rnd agitared with tl\e dream, 

and frart~11g from her pillmv on -the 

ap~roa<:h of the day, hurried or\ 'he'r · 

dotl~es, and refolv~d-immediat:elf to 
fceR a rniilrgnactt\ pleafure in the patht 

Of \'engca-Rce. 

Her hrt-akfaft~}as fra•l'ce1y t<:>uched, 

fo violent \vere her bafe aefires,' -flna 

ihe coun"t:ea -the moments impa-tie-ntly 

till fhe mi,ght leave the houfe, on pi•t • 

-tencc of going to fchoo1. At lengt11 

the clock gave warning for n1n-e, \Vh~I}, 

rnatching up her g1ovcs and tip1)et; fhe 

jffiied fcrrth to feek occafion or mif­

clti-ef aga"inft our hero~ne. Lucinda 

-;rt the fame ti me was proceeding to 
join the pnpils of her Govemefs, ac­

companied hy the London friends, 

·who 'infifte<l upon her accepting'their 

attendance to the door. \V'hilft her 

tptri'ts ':·eh~ enli·v-ened hy their ':con­

verfation, 

• I 
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v~rfatiop,. and the .di)1:ance was l)e­

~ui le~ by their agree4qle_:~refcnc~, fhe . 

was met l?y the ene.ipy of j)hr · peaq.~; 

who fighed wi tp. rage a~d difappo,int­

men.t in findit1g_ h~r thus attend~d; a_s 

Jhe was ther~~y l}tter\y ::precluded 

from the poffibility of.!liat·vengeance 
which fpread its fables ,over her bo; 

fom, aI)d to w.pjch every i~~~ was ab­

folutel y devoted~ .. 
There vvas, how~ver, no alterna­

tive, but that f;he mufi fmpther he.r 

f~~ling$ •for _the prefent, an<l ~ontinue 
l1erwalk without any exertion ,0f her­
malice~ She therefore paffed !)Ur 

hcrpipe with a furio;s afp~a-, ,and took . 

he( f~at in _thG fchool juft-as Lucinda, 
' .-with her , friend s, arrived,. at th~ 

b~~fe ~ they now politely bade her 

;tdi~u,, _aq.d ret~1rned to l\1an<?r-Houfe, 
. after prpmifing to call for her at 

twelve o'clock; till whichJ~?ur __ her 
moments , would be 4evo_te? . to h~~ 

, leaming. 
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le:lrning. · The pupils had not been 

Jong afferribled \\;hen the Gcive'rnei'.s 

prelented her fa~ourite with a beJuti-­

ful little puppy; obferving that 11er 

condua beft merited fuch a proof of 

dte-ern ; and ' Il1e' believed Luci hda 

would p;ove the m'Oft ·attel'ltive m,f.__ 

·f.?=ers to this pretty a-n,imal: •. 

'We need ·not fo'form our rea-ders df 

"tlie pleaf'Ure whidt bHglitened the feii­
tutH' ·ofHI~er fchdl-ar on the reception 

·or fu ·pl~afing t ·ig'1fr, accompanied 
. ' \ 

'by ·ruch tender ebf~i-va~ions~ ·She ., 

:iooked unuHHable•tnanks., whiTe htt 

gracef u1 cfc,~rtefy would have ·charmed 
. . I • • 

·tTte' eyes of the moil: ' iplendid affem-

, bly ~ ~h& tak:tng Irftle Por·npcy' to her 

arh1s, '!he beheld the delicate forma'­

l:ion o'f " his ;limbs, the unrivai)ietl 
, 

·whitcneTs of his curling hair; a11d•'ilie 

·:mimaboh of 'h~•s ·etes, "v-ith a fenfatioh 

approad\ilng to rapl\Jre. 

This charming object, ho\,eYer, \\·as 

not 
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.not fofficient to d.raw her attentiOJ,l • •• J .. • / • .. 

from 1;11;,itte!"s of grc;_atcr importance; 
~e ther.~f~re, retl,l~o,ed her do_g to its 
fprmer ;nifh-~fs til.l !pe JhoulJ ret~rn 
4o m: her pr.udenc,c was highly ap; 
plaucJed; ·.~nd Po1npey w~s. carried 'tP 
his rn~th~1:.,~wJ10 -refiJed i_n, .t~e garde.o,. 

Had ou,r ,, ~~:id~rs, been ·pj~fent ~ 
this i,nte.refiing: l11:?_~en~ they ~igbt 
.have f-een more of M-ifs ,Wilful's dif,. ' _,. - :: :'"'" .... • ..., Ii J ' 

poCµion -(by the- fu5!den.an4 ·n\Ullerous 
~hang.es ,ef .her co-t,m~ena~ce) than 011; 

.,en~eavours ·,C~n -po,ffibly. depiaure t? 

.their · imaginati_«;>P~ J -Her ~ace wap 
:fo~~tiµ1es overfpread with 3: dea~y 
E.3:t~n.efs,whi1e£ envy playep the , vul.:. 
fpre . a~ hei: l!eart, an;g , ?c~afioIJ~ 
J,\~f11es a~ ot4er _times ~nfl~~ed h~ 
yj.(~ge w~th ~ngxp,r._eifible rage andr3uj-. 
:_f:Ont~nt: ~pefe,. -~9.,yi;ver;, foo-!1 drfapr 
p,e~red; 2pq a d_i;,~aqf~l glfa.m .of m~ 
lig~_ant pleaft~r~e Aa.~_t_e~ £r9,-n her eyf,'.S 
.:, , , , .. , .~,. ,- ··ir~. "', wi1cn 
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when fhe obtained pcrrniffion to re :. 

~ire to the garden. 
It is an obfervation ,vhrch is efta~ 

blifhed ·by ·conftan't expci·1ience, that 

gc. one volw1tary tra'nfgrefh6n conduB:s . 

" to many 1nore ;"' tt'ncl 'indeed wheil­
youth perm'i'ts 'itfelf to fwerve f1 om 

the •(fraight line of virtue-, which is 

drawn out by ou·r Creator, and 111 u­

mined by the torch ·of veracity, it i s 

fcarcely poffible to affirm the extent 
of the d:rnger, or · the final confcquen·ce 

of fuch an attion. 

1\1ifs ,Vil'ful had already funk ·her 

name i·n the depths ·of infamy, and 

fubjeB:ed berfdf to the ·contempt of 

every good and bencfiG:ent character, 

~y the deviation from truth, 'v'vhich 
proved aliorti ve, as 1·efpeB:ed Lucinda; 
but now fhe refolved to perpetrate a 
.ne,v <:rime, and :is fhe had already cle:.. 

fikd her tongue \Vith a falfity, ilie he=-
fitated 

r 
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fi.tated not to :£bin her han<ls with 
blood. 

That glance of favfge joy- whid1 
beamed on her features .as ihe quitted 
the ~oorn, \Yas produced by the fan ... 
guinary intention of r~vcng1ng her­

frl( ~n Lucinda, by.-ki1Iing the harm­

lefs creature which w;as f.o kindly given 

by an indulgent teach.er, and wh.ick 

was received with foch vifibl-e tran{­

ports of delight. Thus. her bafe mind 

1xouid tri\&mph o:ve~· th~ afl1iction of 

that lovely creature, »7hofe virtues and 

::i.ccomplifh'ments were too bright for 

th<r : eye of malev~ence; a.nd thus. 

would the heart of that., Governefs be 
w01mdcd, \Yho honoured our-orphao 

·wi.th her peculiar eftee!n· 

In tent on th ib abandoned projea~ 
' , foe. waiked Howly to the pbce w11ere 

/ the puppy lay ; and after fon,ey ing 

the windows attentively, left any 
fhoul<l fee her., ihe found means to 

coa>r 
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coax the fportivecreature to.her hand; 

when, graipii:;-g him with peculiar ea­

gernefs, !he ex_claimcd,. " Thy- death 

i-s certain,. and my vengeance muft be 

fatisfied ! ' 7 With thefe words-, fhe 

went to a poft which fupported a fmall 

fun-dial, and ·taki1:1g· the dog by its 

hinder legs, prepared to cbfh itg little 

brains out,. when the fieFcenefs of her 

gra1p occafio11ed it to cry out loudly 

under j.ts fufferi ng. By this cry the 

maternal affeB:ions of the bitch were 

awakened, who, by a violent effort, 

broke the cord which confined her to 

her kennel, anJ fprang forwards v.-·ith 

the rage of a tygrefs to the afionifhed 

girl, who 'Uttered an involunt:try 

frrcam, and fled with aftonifhing ra­

pidity from the enraged purfuer, who 

was clofe at her heels when fhe threw. 

down the puppy,. and burftimg open a 

fmall gate at the end of the garden, 

fought refoge in an adjoining clo(c, 

G \\ hile 



t ·ucb1n A; oil,: . · 
. while Pompey 1:an friik.ing and . yelp:. 
rng to nis aifeaioncfte "xp'9t&er. iri 

. this att'empt, hovl~v~r, the · flave of.: 
malice ,:Vas . thily c6ntounded; Jfet 
d10ice of a:Ii afy1ut'n ·\vas pec·uliarly­
\inlucky; fcfr in this very c1ofe .fhe 
beheld the figure qf ·a bull, formidable 
fo app·earatke, ind "''ell known for the 
e:ffetls of-l1is mifchievbtl!i nature:· her 
fituation vvas ··now irt~ferabfe indeed_:_:. 

, if fhe retrirned, the• bitch might juftly 
t eve·nge her injudes by faftening ui:>on 
her; ·or if ffie remained i•n the clofe; 
The ·muft affhredly foffer from the 
horns of the mifchievous animal b'e .1. 
fore her:. 

The barking of ttle dogs:, tfie cries 
·of Mifs Wilful; and an imperfect ,\"c:. 
i:ount from the 'maid fcrvant (who 
had fe"er\ part of the frar'lfaclioh) 
brouglH the Governefs, with th'e 1rlajor 

part of th.e pupils; to tlie garden; whb~ 
frm.t 

I 

ID 

on 

lte 
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fro.m a fm_all. mount, beheld the lady 

~1:1 th~ clo[~ ,:relying fo.r prefervatioµ 

on the fwiftnefs of h_cr l)eel.s, whil~ 

\~e b\l\f rat;1 after 1,1er, to hJ!r-\qqnediate 

~o~nfterna-tioi;i. ;- The diftr,efs iI.l whic~ 

.fh~ had t~-qs J)lµngod herf~lf WP"l:lld no 

:do'1ht haye -~)ai01~d t~e pjty of •ey-r,ry 
_ beho\dei:1-~ad ~t be~I,10n a~y-o~her ac­

~oup~; l;J~t 1vh~n the liorridjq;\ufe wa.s 

JrnowQ, ~ 1>\l.rft of ~ppl<J."'fe ,procye~eµ 

{rdm ):_he 1hwv-i i)e gwu,p1 ,whicq the 

ptef~nce , of. Jheir i:ni_fl:p_:;fs ) c9t;il9: 110,t 

~:,;eftrain._ , V , • 
• .J J' .. 

• · :By tl;is t~~e Mifs Wilful \Va~. com~ 

plet.~ly .¢~J;ia;µft~d by.· t\rc vjglence .o.f 

· her. fcre.a01~~IJ11J11b.~i.: J,.p1i~l~f~;circum-
volutions in th_c clofe; anc\, with her 

~~n~rny,.at;_r~w, ht:el~, ,{he; f~lj l;>reath ­

_}ef~ ~PQ~ dto-grt!(s ; -tlic p ,ul.l imme­

(1.~ate ly iLopt lii-s_ G:tre_er to exam.ine t.h.e 

009y (as it ,is rnmarked thefe ~nima\s 

· will no~ off~f· .a-ny ~olefta.,ti<;>n , to a 

~ifclefs •pe'rfo.i:i) wh,e11 re<;o.vering lr~r 

G 2 ftrcn,:;th. . ,. 
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ftrength' a little~ ili.e ga~1e i--l'0'1!1d fhrie'k 
ar '.the fight of the arri'rnal'; ahd w.as rn­
ft~n.tly-1:'0ff~d·-0ver, am'ielft -~er young 
~ orrrpanionis~-· • · · _; ' · ~ 

_: \\'11eh ;;fhey: fo,und !he was neith€r 

·wouhaed·· hJet-, fuateriaily1iu'rt, a: un~i­

've-rfal 1sea1-~f1fi-1'ghter•f{icc-eeded tihe1\­
~oh1~efit: ; ·· rand the •WfetchecJ girl 
'Wlfo'1haicPthtis '-d-t-awn -thei't oe-riifon UpL­
:<Y~ hlet-rWf j wa~ Jg1ad ,fo f..t'l'~a,'k into tI!k 
-t4ln6~ft ·'cotiWe-r-' of the fchooiJ, whilte 
1:he fitl-Jlre:: dnes .'.around- he·r , er1joyed ,a 

fecret titter at the ex pence of ·1ie·t~<:~ 
• "" · • .. · ·- • r • , r { 

i ~frfii:ties'';' laha the Gcwettnefcs· exp.ofed, 
·.•i-rl T€s ibi3fi: g1itiijg colou·rs; the·~ai1Ja; .. 

Yity'."JofJI-i~r !ni.ft'tire,,~ntl:the bafenef~· of 
1nJrrtpi¥i1::,r" ; •._· · · '.:l r{J ni • .1 · 

· ~rr,r.il ~ioetlrwas j1uiw :a~jolllt{l-et:l ti-11 
-tbc ·~~ftfel!nb§b~ : {Mcfod~ n.v~s- ciori­
d-t1&ell"1\<ifri~y1i'te0e"l!fc~antl~his ami ... 
a'l:ile·,. £!ler<;1 i.,pJmpt:!y -was 1:~~_a " ih 

·trl-dn~i\-o 1tfie!abdiJe·-0f M·rs. 'Mai-iot; 

:-t{ridi: fil~e ,y.Ilfa.ge --'l'efou'.n.ded \-vith the 
_~~ ,.. : ,-;;'"~ ihouts J 

(J ' 

A 
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. fuou_ts. ,.,;hich attended M -ifs- Wilful 

on the mifeTable fuccefs o~ l.le.~ ~~u~l 

C • • J J! 

' ' I 
• t 

t • 
l'OW,ER ,OF TRUTH. 

, , I \ I l , • 

AFTER a night of \lndii;l~;p~~ r~ 
' 

pofe, Lpc\n~~ .a.nd ~er fcrpc1;le fr~en~ 

were in~~~ed t9 take a walk p,reparato.­

ry to theirbxeaktaft ~ an.cl as ~l.1_e ai~_ wa,s 

.i:emarkably cle~u; and, ,r~ol.efo1:11e, th.e 

propofal ,vas, cheerf~lly a~cep~ed. It 

\Va~ on~ of thofe i.nv-ig9ratiog morn-: 

~ngs ii: ~he montl~ of Ma~ch·,_ wh.e~ 

~he light froft glitt9rs gailx on. th_e 

thor~_, and irupea~l.s ~he ~end~~ b_lade 

.~f .the meadow~,. ,\'.bile the S\ln, af-
. . .. . ... / ' ' . ( ' 

.~cqdirig in h.is CQ'(rfe, drivc:s ~h.c 

• , • C G s· thic~ 
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tht~-~ 'cl:e~d:frbm ith~m-6untains, -and 
fheas 1aik prtolifk· beams on ~he revjv~ 

_ ing vallies. 
The red~ breaft whiftled his foft 

notes in ha:r...momous ..numbers as the 
united friends threw back the garden• 
gate, and ~-J:e ,,- e_a-rly .fl9wers which 
bloomed to crown the fpring with 
theft ~~uties, ·expanded tfieit · paint-­
ed leaves= ·as· they approac-hed, and 
pe1f mp eel the gales _ with their d{)li--

-~io'us fiagrari~e. ' · ' 
I • ~ • 

· The· yo~rlg companions '\-Vere at-
·re·~'fi~eiy ! H51:3'fidering the' works of a 
bendficeht Pi·ovidence, 'when Ph'illis . , , . . . 

. J'hatchd- aJip~are:d on ii.er .little h6rfe 
' 4. '".. •• • ' 

·on·tne· road' to market, 'with lrer'buttbr 
and eggs. T·l'li~ gi_rl wa'.s tHe ·offtprin'g 

I , { , -. • • • 

of an 1nduftrrdus couple, irho, by 
I 

lhei r frugal<i~ty and atte.rition to their 
:,bufihef~' h~d ' ti'-:ed a tuffic.ient {um to 
~ock a" 1i~1'~ fcttrli, on ,~hie~ they now 

,. , ,._ ~ ;. L ., ~ ., J . 
bap,piiy refidetl, r¥mote from .the tor .. 
. , · · • rod in"' 

i;J 

,-!' 
I ';. 
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roding cares which often· ftihg - the 

breafts of thofe who move in a hjgh~r 

·ciYde. -~ 

Their claughter, we may natutalby 

{uppofe, was the obje8: of their ten­

dere.ft attachment; and {the docility ef 

her fpirit being equal with the ,vi­

gour of her health) fue was ah unfail­

ing affiiant on moft occafions. '.Phil­

lis, however, had her foibles as well 

as other perfons of her ow:n arge ; and 

the difplay·of ~hefe {ometimes brought 

her into confiderable difficulties, as we 
fhall find ev-inced :in the prefent ehap-

-ter. 
She was at this time ,proceeding 

flowly aloug a na11row lane with· the 

w holefome produce of her father~'S 

ftock; and., mufing on the profil'S 

wherewith ·fhe fhould return in ti~ 

evcnihg, when her meditations were of 

a fodden difturbed by the appearan·ce 

of an uriluoky boy who had-wantonly 
-.fcended 



68· 
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2(ccwle~ the ·back -6£-, an afs, that wa~ 
: gm.i.ded· by means ·of,· an lnandkerchief,, 
,jnftead of a bri,dle. Thus mounted, 
._aIJ.d · ripe for mi(chkfr ·the .,young 
Yogue fpui:r:ed-tl:i_e aniinal fuddcnly; to, 

. th~ _fid.e;of the farmer's · d.aughter, and, 
afked .with a gri~ of felf-complacen-.. 
;:.y, jJ fhe . wo.u.ld,, .ride. a race to the 
next miie~ftone ?. Nothing. could be 

·more ... unfo'rt.un.ate ,than fuch a quef-_. 
tion , in . the ,pre(entt circ~mftances •. 
c:>ne, of the few foibles ,poffelfed b.y. 

·.the .: 1na~den.,' w;a.s .... a_n,, ~I),~~>nqu.erable. 
, -frj<:1~ as ·ref_P,elt.ed ·h_er .ow.n horfeman-

~ip~ -dw. i.ligb~~~ ~.i.i:i~ oi;i, ·c~is bufi­
·· n.efs would kindle the Brame of a.ager,, 
and h.er:fpixit ~heo th.or.09ghly roufed, 

. ~ould, tafte.: no more of pear,e till her 
.defamel!s we,i:e GJc:r.iced hy. o_cu,la.~ de-: 
·ln.Onftr,ltion 9£ hei: abjJi.tie.'l. 
; W _hat theQ ·m.v.ft iht. h.a_ve £elt at a. 
•f;.hi\lkoge f~.,dc,g·1:a.djQg a.ry4 ~OJl.~eu1pt~­
b.Lei. J ~~ ~<?bcJif ,R.l.~y ~et •:alen~s. agaiQ}l 

al). 
.:.1 

1~~le 
'.j' • ,:tc~ 
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4ra infignificantiboy mu~hyo·unger,fh<ttl 

1}trfe1 f ! an<l, , what heightentd •l1~r 

.refentl'nent, ·the was·to -ride agai,nft ?l'l 

,af:, ! However; h'e,u-de-tienninat<io,n _wts 

foon fiXted., an.cl &-e redial.vet! to le~ 

the 'faucy fe'.lio.\v ,fa·tt enough be~{I),d 

l1ex, vvhen it •rec~Jn-ecf to ·her ii~tg,iaJ­

t icm that h~r fggs :lii1il~grh,t be enqa:fl~~­

,ed by tli:is.•~~-rcie,n 10!6 hefr {kill~ , r0fll 
Jll;s ref.lecrion ik1e. re.fttained ,hir. im­

pa1ience a few momedts, -till bt:_l'<a:cl­

verfary loudly1 e:kclraitned,' 'f .Ehia[is 
js afraid to ven~u-re 'the race:" . Thiis 
was too much to 'he endured; add 

,Phillis by a ID(?tion , ©f , her ' lvhip 

rgave new life to lier· ftcied,' , •whidh 

'.fpra-ng 'forward , .on a roun~ 31in<!f, 
-1while h.cr enemy- foHO\ved with axa -ir­

,tegtilar gallop, till the afs, -grown 

, ~,1eary of his ride~ amufed himTe'lf 

by cropping ·the herb:ige- off the bank, 

-while the lucklefs youth lay quietly in 

~. ditch, .to which he was conveyed by_ 
a fin-
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-a Engle exertion 0£ his companion,. 
Lucinda with: her friends could· no, 

,longer- -conceal ·thei,r vifible emotions,. 
but. ·laughed .immo'detfl:te\y at d1e· juft 

--:r~ward, of! his i.~pe.rtinent :· folly,, 
~when , Phillis l tu"r1;1ed hn heaa and 
·· loudly joined · i'n.:.~he .butft of me-rri"". 

. -:,ne,nt;, huti a,rnidft. :1 1).;'t ·,fportive < tr.i~. 
'Umph, a misfor.tune tiai:n~w.hich.dfteG-: 

-tu ally 'damped 0 .h~rJ:}<)ys,. and- . iteeped. 
r -·her1glowing cheeks in leab I· for.j.uft -as_ 

; ~eiturited exulti.ngly rQu .d,!ner hotfe 
l vntia_ppily ftum bl.e:d,1 r: and -th te\V h~ 
:,burden complet<el)OOVe~.his head. '. 
<;: . ?The .f noi.fy .. laugh .was_ . .- inibintly 
l1ufi1·ed~ .Lucinda beheld'. the faltwit1' 

<~nief,1 and·: Phillis• viewed ,the ·wreci~_ 
-with d~fpair,. ,for" ail he1:- eggs fay, 
: b.rn~en ·on the :grounc! ; and·: 6f-"'hc1r. 
:; ~utter all the Lumps wereJadly di•rti~d,_ 

;,ind 'feveral of the1fr devoore:d · by_da 
·-h~ngry, f~w,_ wh~; wi.t~. lll.~r ·~ralµ :·.-cf 

•• ' · ' - • t 

' 'L 1 
, I 
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fate 
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ptgs, was 'r"oamf:ng oh the a'djoining 
~ank. 

Thus encompaifed \vith troubie 
Rood th·e m·elancholy virgin, wring.;. 
ing her hand·s :ind bemoaning her 
'nuel fortune-; when 'our heroine ar:.. 
t i ved at the {pot \vhereon the brittle 
ware was profufely fcattered. Her 
'tendet heart 1,\ras deeply wounded by 
the fcene before her; an·d fhe felt in 
Jier p·ock et for fome'th-ing 'to co'mpen.;. 
fate her tof~. Frederic -and Mariel 
gencroufl y frconded he·r d·efign ; and a 
furn was ra'ifed arnongft them fuffi:.. 
·c ient to pay for the broken eggs. The 
fpoiled a·nd devoured bt1tter ftiil re­
ma'i ned r.s a fource of deep difq uiet, 
till Phillis fuddenly dried up her tears, 

. ~nd refolved ' immediately to return 
h:orne, to fall ·cfa her knees and con­
fefs the ,vhol'c matter' with a firiB: re-
gard to truth, whatever mi~ht be the 

t onfo.~ vence. 
Her 
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~:.rifer, 'pitying ,foicncls ,a-pplauded bet; 

refo1llltion,. and kin·dly refolved to ac..: 

wihpmay.hei•.to- ·,ttie .faiTm,' which . l'ay 

li>-11-t at a Iinre· cl-iffa1:;Hre~ . Accordingly­

they 1ben.t th€ir :Heps towards tha_t 

.htrumbte· edificre,. and-rprefented' tl<iem..; 

fel\r~ ; with PhiUis-. befoJTe th·f!: induf-
, 

titibus-. colilp{e, 1wh:o . were b0th em·-

p,loyed· in•' thr~ir; ufua1 avocations. 

They FjaturaIJr eXipn'dfed a degree of 
fillr-p1irf<J a-t fo· unexpected a-n.' interview: 

as the fodden ·retunriof . th.eir claugh-· 

tier ha-4' o-ccauoned~ a:nd .proe:eeded to· 

demand .th-e cau[e why {he had .not 

attended the mark'eti a:s-n1-fual. 

- t\'ffood of tea-1'~, which-g1.1thed frQm 

t,~1e €yes of. th.e ingenuous maiden, fop­

plied tbe .pl il!Ce of at v.er~al .rep 1 y .; f amt 

liler p~ren:ts rightly , co:njechired that 

fome difafter had befalle·n her,, whe·n; 

recovering her pcrturbeq fpirits,: .!hi:. 
confoffed the whol'e affair in the atti·-

' · ·tude 

t:: 
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tude of fupplicati?n, and with the 

matchlefs energy of true repentance. 

On the relation of his lofs, pa!Iion 

for a moment poffeifed the farmer's 

foul; and fnatching up a ftick which 

lay on the ground; he raifed it in the 

~ir with a threatening gefture ; but 

the force of truth fubdued the rifing 

ftorm, and that hand which brandifh­

ed the infhnment of correction one 

tninute, was in the next difa'.rmed of 

all its terrors; and fondly reclining on 

the neck of the narrator. The 
worthy matron affured her daughter 

bf her full forgivenefs, bn account of 

that virtue which beamed refplendent 

through her artlefs confeffion. Lu­

cinda with her affoclates ptefented 

their warrneft thanks for the favour 

fhewn to the lucklefs adventurer, and 

were ftrongl y pre1fed to accept again 

the money which they had contribut• 

-ed to alleviate her misfortune. 
i-I This 
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Thi·s · lio~ever they peremptorily 

refufed- ·;· and extolling Phillis for fo 

clear a manifeftation 9f her integrity, 

they bade 'the cottagers adieu, and re-­

turned to warm the heart of their be-. 

nefacrrei\ by a recital of thofe difafters 

whkh were overcome by trutb, the 

ft1bje8: of her app1aufe, and the ftricl: 

atrendant on all her converfation. 

CHAP. VIII. 

UNEXP:f,CTED MISFORTUNE S, ~ND 

PRIDE DEGRADED. 

WHILST our heroine enjoyed the 

un-ited • pleafures which flow fpon­

t-a-neoufly from perfonal ·rectitude and 

vafoa6le companions,' at th~ feat of 

her beAign Patronefs, the ·fate of her 

etietny-hega-n to aifume a very differ• 

-e'n't- afpect: to that ·which had hitherto 

gLi.ttcred-aroirn<l ~er haughty and im­

~e~k)us family; the fmiles of Fortune 
nc, 

n, 

CJ 
, , 
C:1 

I .... ,,, 
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no longer attended the exertions of 

her own pride, nor fhed its warm in­

fluence on the breafi of her mother : 

no more the thundering knocker pro­

daimed the faCT1ionable y ifitor, or the 

f plendid chariot rattled through the 

avenue, while the hall was crowded 

with the fiaves of folly and diffipa• 

tion. 
The fcene was fadly changed,-

murmurs ufurped the place of joy,­

black farrow clothed each agitated 

face, and grim def pair fat pointing to 

the ruin. 
Torn from her towering fphere> 

the parent of Mifs Wi1 fol raged as a 

lunatic through the pompous apart­

ments till fhe met with her child, when 

checking her furious progrefs, ihe 

threw her[elf on a fofa, and implanted 

in her daughter's bofom ten th~ufand 

namelefs pangs as fhe thus addreifed 

her :-" Attend with filence to your 

cliftraB:ed mother's grief, and bend if 
H 2 poffible 
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poffible your mind to match your fo_r~ 

tunes. u Aftonifhed at fo une xpected 

a demand, the young lady gazed in­

tently on her features; and naturally 

requefted the qrnfe of the prefent 

fcene.':"'"'"'H Forbear (faid Mrs. Wilful, 

with - a ftern voice) to interrupt me, 

the caufe is dreadfullv fufficient to ., ,., . 

d~flroy my prefent and everla-fl:ing 

peace. Yes, my child, too furely ~re 

we ruined, - loft and ruined beyond 
redemption ! The banker in whofe 

' 
hands my property was depofited, has 

failed in bufinefs and abfcond~d fro1n 
the kingdom, while my Numerous cre­
ditors (who have hear.cl the wretched 

'tale) ihfolently demand ~ that money 

which both my houfe and furniture 

will barely raifo. Thus, then, are 

we hurled ·from the mountain of de-

, light to the depths of gallirig povertf, 
.difgrace, and woe, while the fons of 

fafh;on wip fhun our ~ltered fortunes? 

flOd . 
. ' 

ad 

up, 

} 
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pau/ 

~en 

tiolai 
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and the common herd will triumph 

in our downfal. At this moment a 

footman entered the room, with the 

melancholy information that an exe­

cution had entered the houfe; and the 

whole of their goods muft be delivered 

up. 
A convulfive .fhudder announced 

the feel~ngs of the degraded iad y, who 

paufed a moment in a ftupid fi.lcnce, 

then ftriking her head with uncon­

trolable anguifh, . fhe uttered a wild 

exclamation, and fled from the apart­

ment. 
Her wretched daughter was now 

completely miferable, deprived of that 

fupport which had hitherto upheld her 

thoughtlefs ambition; and a ftranger 

t o thofe virtues which calm the ,nind 

of the Chriftian fuffercr, fhe beheld 

her fate with fullen horror, and fled 

the room with the fame precipitation 

as her mother. 

H 3 Misfor .. 
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Mi-sfottune, hmvever, cannot be fo 
ea!ily evaded; and Mrs. Wilful fouad 

her fears fo quickly realized, that in 
a few days fhe ~as ftript of her forni­
tare, and driven from her habitation 

to feek provifion or a il1elter iq t~~ 
world at large. 

This was a trial too fevere for the 
lady, who had fo often derided the 
wants of the humble fopplicant, and 

whofe gate had fo often excluded the 

fhivcring \"lan.derer fro1n her prcfe:nce~ 

Encircled with the chaplet of profpe­

rity, and enlivened by the adulation 
of parafites, fhe then reclined on the 
couch of Indolence and reve.lled in the 
beams of Fortune, alike unconfcious 

and regarcllefs of the miferics endured 

by the vi8im~ of unav_ailing forrow; 
but now fhe felt the poignance of d_if­
trefs, an.cl mourned too late for her 

former indi fcretion~ 

A fhor~ time ihe ftruggled with the 
heart -
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heart-rending anguifh which over-:­

~\·helmed her, but nature was too fee­

ble for the conteft; and her pcrfon funk 

( on the forfeiture of her fortune) to the 

£lent grave, wherein :fhe was quietly 

interred thtough the charity of an old 

domeftic. · 

The whole of her furniture was now 

put up to public auaion, and di fpofed 

of to the higheft bidder, while the un­

happy en.emy of the virtuous Lucinda 

was equally abandoned and expofrd 

to deftru8:ion. 

Our readers may naturally picture 

to themfelves the agony of her foul 

who was thus humbled in the mic.lft of 

her career, and juftly rewarded for 

her wanton cruelty towards Lucinda. 

She who fo lately commanded the fer­

vile throng of attendants, was now ob­

liged to a fervant even for her mo­

ther's obfequies. That eye which had 

fo lately fparkled \rith the hateful 
flame 
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flame of malice, was now f woln with -
tears, though not the tears of genuine 
repentance ;-fhame and diftrefs alone 
impelled the briny drops which be­
dewed her f:=1ce; and a fenfe of univcr• 
fal hatred, uncorrefied by propofed 
amendment, heaved her proud breaft 
w ith many a piercing figh, and ftamp-
ed on her features the image of def­
ponclency. 

Thus miferable in her condition, 
a nd :CT:ill conte1nptible in her deport­
ment, fhe wandered from door to door 
a mong.ft the parents 0f her late fchooI­
fe llows; but her character was too 
well known to fuit her prefent pur­
pofe ; the door was either fhut in her 
fa ce, or fome keen invective poured 
forth againft her by thofe to whom 
fhe made her complaint; or if by 
chance fome generous pcafant (unwil­
li ng to fee her perifh for abfo1ute 
want) vouchfafed her a morfel with 
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his family, her ears were aifuredly 

wounded with tlre recital of that be­

haviour which had alienated every aL-­

feclion, and gradually harJened every 

heart agai oft her - particularly her 

conduct towards Lucinda afforded an 

ample £eld for retaliation; and fhe was 

now obliged to endure thofc reproache~ 

from others, which fhe had fo often 

expreifed againft our heroine. 

Stung to the quick by fuch con­

tinued treatment, fhe would often 

-1·oam to' the folitary grove, or the 

neighbouring meadow; but hunger, 

rapacious hunger, bow·ed her :flubborn 

fpirit, and forced her b:i.ck to the 

-abode of the villagers, and taught her 

quivering lips the accents of entreaty , 

though her foul iic:kcncd at the dee p 

i1Umiliation, and her limbs involun-­

t arily fhook with difiraB:ion. 

On Sunday, that day of rdl :rn d 

holy praifc, !he fled the villag;e on th e! 
apprn:1cl: 
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~pproach of the light, left any perfon 
fhould behold her who had not yet 

heard ofher downfal, and who formerly 

beheld her in the vortex of her f plen­
did folly. 

Thus fhe continued for feveral 
,,,eeks till even the few who fuftained 

began to hate her, and (finding the 

bafenefs of her nature ungovernable) 
they univerfally refufed to contribute 
towards her fopport any longer, and 

left it to her own choice, either _to 

fobmit to fervice or perifh in her ob"' 

i\inacy. . , 
The evening- fuc;ceeding this laft 

misfortune, fhe wandered up the vil-
. }age till ihe arrived at the door of her 

fchool, which fhe no fooner beheld 

than ( exhaufted with hunger and over­
~ome by the _clamours of a guilty con­
fcience) fhe fell fenfelefs on the :flep 
before the houfe, and remained with­

out any figns of life till her Governefs 
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., 

(on opening the door) beheld and re-

lieved her deep diftrcfs. 

The appearance of this unhappy 

girl was fhocking to the eye of hu­

rnani ty, while it conveyed the moft 

important leffon to the opening min<l 

on the oppofite effeas of virtue and 

malignity. Her dreCs was dirty, torn, 

and difordered ;· her hair uncombed 

and ragged, her features emaciated, her 

eyes funk., and her body reduced to a 

mere ik.eleton.-Her ami;1.hle Pre­

ceptrefs fighed deeply at the melan­

choly change; and ( after reviving her 

by a cordial for the purpofo) fhe af­

f ured her of her protection till fhe 

might hear of a fervice, to vcllich fh~ 

muft now indifputably turn hel' 

thoughts, and which 1,va.s the only re­

maining afylum from <leftrutrion. 

On the morrow (while·Mifs Wilful 

tndeavoured to obtain fome needful 

repofe) the aifembkd pupils were 

thus 
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thus addrdfed :-··«You· are all ac.: 

qu~inted, my dear children, with the 

. I1ature of thofe crimes which lately dif­

graced a member of ou_r little comrnu:. 

nity ·; and you have likewife feen that 

punifhment which Heaven has infliB:~d 

upon her ; I hope therefore all refent­

ment is ex ting uifhed amohgft yon, and 

I fincerely wifh that her caI~fmities 

may be a fufficient warning to you all; 

that by a ftricl: attention to the laws 

of your God :ind the advice of your · 

friends, you m<,!.y fhun thofe terrible 

evils which have proved her tuiri._;_; 

Refentincnt, malice, pride, and falfe­

hood occupied her heart in profperity; 

and nakednefs, want, and infamy 

now purfue her as the immediate at..:. 

tendants of thofc detefiable vices~ 

Let me therefore beg, ye:t, let me ear,.; 

nefily intreat of you, my beloved pu­
pils, to examine well your own hearts; 

and fee (before you remark on the 

fufferings 
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fufFerings of this girl) whether you 

have not in fome inftance deferved the· 

fame. If you are confcious of guilt, 

confefs the crrn1e, and implore forgive­

nefs of your l\t1aker; or if your heart 

acquits )' OU, look up to_ hir1; for frefh 

fupplies of Yirtue and integrity, day 

by day, and conftantly remember that 

if you forget your Cre:1tor in the days 

of your youth, he m:1y forget you 

when you cry for his affiftance, and 

may then pour the torrent of his juft 

angtr upon your rebellious heads" 

This little addre[s wrought wonder., 

fully upon the attentive auditors, who 

cxprdfed thci r emotions by various 

figns of pity, farrow, or contrition; 

and ,,. hen the fchool adjourned, every 

tongue was employed in the praife of 

their he!oved ~-1ifhefs, or in ferious· 
r 

remar!zs on the clegraJation of that 

pride which was univerfally abhorred: 

anJ drt"adcd. 
I CHAP. 
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. CHAP. IX. 

FORGIVENESS EXEMPLIFIED IN A. 

KIND INTERCESSION • 

. 
.ki\..MoNGST the VJrious cha;aaers 

·who attended to the difcourfe which 

concluded our laft chapter, there was 
not one who felt fo keenly on account 

of the fufferer, as the kind Lucinda. 
Her tender heart was torn with grief, 

qnd her beauteous eyes were drownecl 
in teais, while fhe reflefl:ed oti. the na­
ture of tho[e misfortunes vd1ich fhe 
\.Yas . once expofed to herfelf vvhen 

driven from her home, and forfaken 
by, t)ti:, o,p:ly._relative, fhe was )n the 

ftri~ceft_fenfe of_the expre{Eon, a~ out 
caft. 

There are indeed too many per­

fons \vho w~uld have triumphed in 
the 
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tl{e ruin of fuch an enemv as l\1ifs 
,I 

\\'-ilful, and would moft probably 

have embittered her forrows by re­

proachful language; but the heroine 

of our ftory was of a very oppofite 

difpofition. Gentlene(s, lovt", com­

paffion, and affability, were her 

fcriking cliara8eriftics, and the fweet . 

nefs of her difpofition was conftantly 

difpiayed upon every occafion; .no 

,vonder then, if her bofom throb0ed 

·with pity when fhe beheld her invete­

rate foe defpoiled of her property, 

;ind red ucecl to beggary. The mere 

jdea was fofficient to awaken the foft 

emotions of Lucinda's foul; and the 

circurnftance ( as a matter of faet) 

calle<l forth the powers of her imagi­

nation on b half of the tormented 

\Vilfol. She therefore haftened 

home, with a full <letermir. .. tion to in­

tercede ,,·ith her beloved Patronefs 

fo1· a frefh ciifplay of her munificence; 

I z and 
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~nd meekly 1nvo~ed the affiftance 9_f 
Heaven to efiablifh her laudable de­
iiun-

b 

On ent~ring t~e pa.rlour, D1e found 
Frederic, ~aria, a~_d -Mifs Felix: 
waiting ~1er return, who received h-er 

· .with a ffl?ile of _affetl_ion; but _per-
, .ceivi0g a mbre t:h~n ordinary gravity 

upon her features, they tenderly in_­
q.uired the caufe of _her difirefs. My 
dear friends, faid t~1e amiable girl, I 
am deeply w<_:>u~de~ by t~1e dift,reffing 
condi-tio_n of that pe_rfon who. lately 
rendered her n:.une riclic~1lous by the 
inalice and cruelty of ~er intentions 
to~ar1s me, but whom I immediatdy 
.forgave, 1:1~willing .to f~llo_w her bad 
;CXamp!e. ~his _unf~rt_U1!a!_e .. chi-Id i~ 
_now cle_fiitute of a parent's love, a 
houfe to £helter her ·from the incle­
J_nency of the weather, or a morfel of 
1bread which fl1e on call _her ow_9. 
i' Her conduct (faicl IVf i fs Felix) has 

merited 

I• 



VIRTUE TRIUMPHANT. 89 

merited the extent of her a.ffiiB:ions;, 

and there are few perfons \vho, like my 

dear Lucinda, would ihed a tear over 

her calamity. " Alas (rejoined our 

heroine) I have fure1y fufficient caufe 

to mourn for the children of forrow, 

\\ ho t;ified fo early of its bitter cup; 

and hJd it not been for the matchlefs 

kindncfs, and warm pcrfeverance of 

}'Our invaluable father, I fhould 

(moft likely) have yielded up my 

parting breath at the new-clo[ed grave 

of my bcl'°'ved 111other ! 0 furely 

th:it morning muft ever remain im-

, p:·dfed on my hca1 t when the good, 

the reverend man fnatched me from 

the jaws of deftruB:ion, and placed 

me fafely beneath this honoured roof! 

Should I ever forget that memorable 

event, the blackeft ingntitudc muft 

{bin my chara&er, and virtue muft 

foria\..e the regions of my bofom. 

" That event ( faicl t11e lift -::n tng 

I 3 f rederic) 
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frederic) is among thofe improbabi­
lities which are too abfurd for our re­
flecrion. The fpirit of o·ur friend is 
too fufceptible of a generous fl'.'l.me, 
and far too delicate to hazard the fop­
pofition. F then (refumed Lucinda) 
your judgment is fo favourable, you 
:will not wonder at that uneaiinefs 
which I feel on account of my- fallen 
ad verfary ; and indeed I mufi implore 
your affiftance to plead a caufe before 

.. your aunt, which I fear my own in­
treaties may not gain. 

They unanimoui1y aifured her of 
their readrnefs to fupport any plea 
.which fhe might c_lrnfe to bring for­
ward, being well affured, that what­
ever proceeded from her lips would be 
the dicrate of gooclnefs, and the fim­
ple effccr of a worthy intention.-

To this mofi friendly compliment 
Lucinda returned her a_cknowledg­

p1ents ; when Maria exclaiP,1ed, '' 0 
my ' J 
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my dcareft Lucinda, you know not 

yet ":c;hat a [cene of delight is prepar.,. 

jng f.or us! my generous aunt has re~ 

folvcd to treat us with a little concert 

-among ourfel ves, to which all the 

young ladies and gentlemen 1n this 

and the adjoining village will be in­

vited , provided their goodnefs is equal 

to their appearance." Lucinda fmiled 

at ,the fimp\icity of this fpeech, 

(which however proved the goodnefs 

of 1"1ari:i's heart) and mildly anfwer­

ed, " The affcaion of my worthy 

benefaarefs is conftantly exhibited in 

her noble a8ions; and the plan to 

which you ad vcrt, is worthy of bet 

nature, who delights in beholding the 

felicity of her favoured childr~P..; hut I 
fear ( added fhe with a charming 

fmile) you will not find your expeaa­

tions fulfilled, if you fuppofe our en­

tertainment will be attended by all 

the perfons of whom you now f peak. 
Eowe:vcr, 
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However, I truft we !hall find a fuf­
ficient number (who are truly virtu­
ous) to help our performance, and 
exhila_;ate our fpirits on the appoint­
ed day. 

The converfation was now inter­
·1·upted by the entrance of Mrs. l\1a-. 
nor, to whom Lucinda unbofomcd 
her apprehenfions concerning the ruin 
which evidently hung over the head 
of her traducer. She tenderly ex­
plained the diftreffing fcenes which 
have alre::idy been ibewn to the rea­
der; expatiated on the fad reverfe 
which had clragged that thoughtlcfa 
girl fo near to her tomb; and con­
cluded by a-'pathetic cntreJty, that 
Mrs •. Manor might receive the viaim 
of misfortune beneath her hofpitable 
roof. 

The worthy h1dy liftened with ,::c.1l 
.afl:onifhment to the· ftrange entreaty, 
and, after a moment's paufe, replied 
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in the following words: '' That you 

freely pardon the av.owed difiurber 

of your peace and aclverfary of your 

r.eputation, does not furprize me, be­

cau[e I am grown familiar with your 

amiable difpofition ; nor do I much 

wonder at that forrow which you ex­

prefs on account of her fhamcful 

downfal, fince the gratitude of your 

generous foul is naturally kindled by 

the appearance of that mifery from 

which the interpofition of Heaven- re­

lieved you; but that }' ou fhould re­

.queft me to take beneath rny own care 

the abandoned wretch .who has 

wounded me in the tendereft manner, 

by delibe.r.ately attempting to blac:­

kcn the charaB:er of my favourite, 

is foch an exertion of foperior good•A 

ncfs, as feems to ftagger belief, vrhile 

it refleB:s the brighteft refnlgence on 

:rour benign nature. However, fince 

jt i~ your requefi, J will permit thi s 
, . 

wretcl e~ 
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w,retched girl -to enter my abode, pro .. 
vided her pride ' is fufficiently hurn-
1:)led - to affociate with my domeftics, 

, and to perform ever-y trivial fervice 
which may be required of her. 

Lucinda1 would have now thrown 
herfelf at the feet of her amiable 
friend had ·fhe not been prevented; 
however, !he caught her hand with a 
degree of enthufi.1.fm, ::md bedewing 
it with the drops of gratitude, ex-­
prdfed her fenfe of this precious fa­
vour, in terms fofficiently ihong to 
excite a tender emotion in the breaft 

-of each beholder. 
Dinner was now announced by the 

fervant, and the fubjecl: was difiniifed 
till the afternoon, when Lucinda, ac• 
companied by her graceful companion~ 
went to a!fure the degraded lady of a 
comfortable reception at Manor­
Houfe, on the teyms ~lrea,dy men­
tioned. 

~101 tified as fhe \V:l.s by the mere 
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idea of fervitude, ihe was neverthe­

Je[s thankful (at leaft apparently) for 

the offered favour; ' and infiantly pre­

pared to follow her generous advocate,. 

while the governefa of the Cc:hool 

called down unnurnhered bleffings on 

the head of that child who was fo 

cvi<lently a peace-maker, and the -un­

affected friend of an abandoned fuf­

ferer. Crowned with app!::rnfe, and 

cheerful in her fpi rit, the virtuon·~ 

Lucinda returned home triumphantl y 

happy, whilfi the vicious 1 1Iifs \Vilful 

followed at a di{b.ncc, overwhelmc-d 

by difgrace and the prey of confu­

fion. 

CHAP'l 



CHAP. X. 

A JUVENILE CONCERT. 

SvVfFT rolling time foon filled up 
the fortnight which ftood between 
the important promife alluded to by 
Maria, and its happy accomplifh­
ment. The beauteous morning fmil­
e-d on the gay intention, and was 
univerfally hailed by our juvenile 
friends, both as the fcene of their 
own feftivity and the. celebration of 
~1rs. Manor's birth ; for fuch vvas the 
day appointed for harmlefs divcrfion. 

The momi ng was devoted to · the 
performance of devotion, the con­
gratulations ufoal on fuch occafioos, 
and the requifite cohcern ot break­
fafi:; from which the ladies retired to 
t heir toilet; and Frederic to feek the 
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appointed vifitors. In a couple of 

hours he returned with fix ycung gen­

tlr:.:men, whofe charaaers adorned the 

country, and who, among their nu-, 

merous accomplifl1ments, were pecu-

liarly ikilful in the fcience of mufic, 

and confequentl y the moft propc1 

fubje8:s of invitation on the prefcnt 

plan; and fhortly after their arrival, 

the company was enlivened by th e 

appearance of four ladies, whofc 

beJuty (though remarkable) was their 

i1ighteft recommendation. 

At the head of this charming af­

fembl y prefided Mrs. 1\fanor, ac­

companied by the worthy clergyman, 

who came to prefent his warmeft 

ref peas on the natal morning, and 

whofe company was too dcfirable to 

be relinquifhed while univerfal plei­

furc reigned on every face, and eve­

ry heart was dilated with exceffive: 

fatisfaction. 
K The 
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The dinner was worth) the hofpi­
tality of its foundc_r; and the· defert 
which crowned it was truly elegant. 
The fallier, of g·ood humour were en­
livened, though not difturbed by the 
generous juice of the grape; aP.d in- · 
nocent conviviality reigned through 
the cheerful manfion. 

The gardens now afforded a pleat­
ing _amufemen·t (it being the month 
vf }\,'fay ) whc.re the blufhing trees 
ftood rich with bloffom:;, and the ver­
dant foliage fmiled in the g.1yeft: 
robes of f pring, whilft the delighted 
h~rcls hailed the reviving fun-beams 
with the notes of ridieft melody. 
The "tea0 table next demanded their 
attendance, and fhortlv after, the I J . 

clofing day invited them to the <lcftin-· 
_cd concert. 

For this purpofe the drawing-room 
was elegantly prepared.. At the upper 
end appeared a light orchefrra, orna­

m~ntei 

rr: 

Tn 
of 



VIRTUE TRIUMPHANT. 99 

mented with mufical <lcvices, and 

furniilied with fuitab1e <leik.s for the 

performers : a crimfon curtain fring­

ed with gold was drawn up in feftoons 

on each fide, and ran along the ceil­

ing, whilft a brilliant luftre f-nfpend­

ed in the (ront, and, illumined by 

twelve wax-tapers, threw its artificial 

rays on t~c interdl:ing fcene. 

The infiruments were capital, 

though not numerous ; .and the vocal 

powers ,of the company well known, 

and often applauded. 

Mifs Maria prefided at the orga­

nized piano, Lucinda {wept the 

fweetJy founding harp, while the 

fix young gentlemen who ,vere intro .. 

duced by Frederic, divided into pairs, 

and played their favourite inftruments. 

The firft breathed the foft harrr.ony 

of firft and feconn flute; the fecond 

played the violins ; and •the 1aft cou­

ple attuned their oboes to the f ym-
K 2 phoni<; 
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phonic fornnds with judgment anc! 
precifion. Th us were the young 
muficians arranged, ,v1th Frederic, 
Mifs Felix, and ~he •four ladies as 
prioci pal fingers, when the concert be­
gan with a celebtatcd overture, fuc­
ceeded by a variety of pleafing fongs, 
and enlivened by the moft ' charming 
interludes . 

On the arrival of fome frefb c.om­
pan y, and the clofe of their firft per­
formance-, - Fn~deric informed the au­
dience that he had ventured to com­
pofe an ode on the celebration of that 
day which gave · birth to Mrs. Jane 
Manor, his beloved aunt, for . which 
he intre~ted a candid hearing, as the 
firft effort of his poetical genius. 

The piece was ardently requefted ; 
and the gay mufici:ins poured forth 
the f,vcetefl: notes with a ihiking a!li­
mation, as the following verfes were 
,r.epea ted by a fingle voice, or occa-

fi~nally 
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£.onall y f welled to an harmonic cho• 

rus: 

Aurora breaking thro• yon dufk. y cloud, 

Serenely u{hers in the fmiling morn ; 

,Vith ev'ry beauty, ev'ry grace endow'd, 

As when the fair, the charming Jane was barn~ 

Ye tuneful {ongfl:ers of the grove, 

Extend your rich melodious fangs; 

Ye flow'rs, your fragrant breath improve; 

To her the fwect perfume belongs. 

Hither, ye fwains, your garlands bring; 

Ye nymphs, prepare the {often'd lay; 

Her praife with voice enraptur'd fing, 

And join to blefs her natal day. 

Kind Heav'n indulgent with fuperior pow"r, 

Stamp'd cv'ry beauty on her infant face; 

Smiling, prefided o'er the fruitful hour; 

Breath'd on her form, and poliih'd ev'ry grace, 

Thus the bright the artlefs creature, 

For fuperior love defign'd, 

Shone in ev'ry op'ning feature, 

Fair in perfon, blcft in mind. 

E:ich beholder's admiration: 

Ev'ry bofom breath'd a pray'r; 

\Vhile the mother's confolation 

almly ficpt, devoid of care. 
K 3 



fi. 02 LUCINDA; OR, 

A-t length, matur'<l by vc:rious circling )'ears, 
Sublimer glories meet our dazzl'd eyes; 

In ev'ry look a ftronger charm appears, 

Enchains atfec\:ion, aR~ c~~at~s fur.prize,. 

Long ~nay her vaJu',d life remain, 

Jµ rifing years increafe, 

1
To [well the poet's gt'.ateful firain, 

Or fill )1is foul with peace. 

May .angels hover round her bed, 

V/hilecach fucceedit:lg fpring 

Shall fcatter blelfings on her head, 

And f re.f.}l enjoymept.s bring. 

Y c jr. cund fwains, attune tbe dulcet flute 

To fangs expreffive of your heartfelt mirth; 
To fprightl y founds the antic meafures fuic, 

Extol her virtues, aod proclaim her birth. 

R oll fwiftly on, ye murm'rin_g ftreams, 

-O'er golden fands purfue your way ; 
Bright Phcebus ftill diffufe thy beams, 

To gild the dear, the joyou~ day. 

Hail to the bright aufpicious morn, 
vVho!e rays ,vith ccfiafy we fee; 

Oft may the1 feftive cauf~ return ! 
And tr~! y happy ma_y it be I 

The 

nip 

def 

f:n• 
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The company unanimoufiy ap­

p1auded Mafter Frederic, whofe gra­

titude had chofen fo worthy an objell: 

for the exertion of his expanding 

genius; but Mrs. Manor with an af­

feB:ionate fmile, rebuked him for 

thofe praifes, and that defcription of 

her beauty which the ode contained; 

the former of ·which !he affirmed fhe 

did not merit ; and the latter was 

inconfiflcnt, as being addreffed to an 

old woman; but here fhe was inter­

rupted by 1-1r. Felix, who warmly 

t1efendcd his young friend; and ob­

fer ved, that a lady who was only ar­

rived at her thirty-fourth year, could 

not be deemed old; at the fame time 

remarking, the defcription of her 

charms were by no means exaggerated, 

though, he acknowledged, they were 

completely eclipfed by her .virtues. The 

clergyman was thanked for the com­

~limen t, the veracity of which, how-
ever, 
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ever, he afferte,d ; and. the company 
withdrew to partake of a fplendid 
collation, which clo{ed the evening to 
the honour of the patronefs, and the 
matchlefs delight of the young per­
formers. · 

, , 

-CHAP. XI . 

.l\rI ALI~E DEFEATED IN ITS LAST 

ATTEMPT. 

-EIGHT months · had elapfed fince 
the feftive celebration r~lated in our 

- }aft, when the temper of Mifs '1ViI­
ful broke through the bounds of re­
_ftraint, and ftood confefied jn all its 
native deformity. 

Mafl:er Frederic with his beauti­
ful fifter were returned to the me­
tropoli·s, -1nd Mrs. Manor- was in­
debted to the charming exertions of 

Lucind~ 
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Lucinda for that c0nti nued cheer­

folnefs which gilded every paffing day, 

when their pee.cc was difiurbed by a 

malicious attempt from the objec\: of 

their pity and charitable prefervation. 

The patroncfs of our heroine hav­

ing left by accident a miniature lik-e­

nefs of her hufband 11pon her toilet, 

it was prefently found by the bafe girl, 

whofe unconquerable wickednefs ftiU 

fuggefted the idea of reveqge againft 

Lucinda; and the prefent opportuni­

ty appeared too important to admit of 

neglea; <he therefore took. the locket 

from the table, and immediately con­

veyed it to her own apartment, while 

every thought was racked to appro­

priate it to foch a purpofe as might 

effectually ftain Lucinda's fpotlefs 

character, :md infallibly deprive her 

of any future pro tech on from her 

generous friend. She well knew the 

high eftim.ation wherein the piB:ure 
was 
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was held by its owner.; and the brit ... 
Iiams with which it \yas furrounded 

mm 
!en 

~onvinced her.how important the lofs foc
1 

muft prove; --- fhe therefore refol ved to will' 

feize the preient moment, and place it com 

in the trunk of oµr orphan, which !he ili· 
had repeatedly obfervcd was left un- H 
locked by the unfufpe8ing Lucinda. hei 
Jn this, however,.her plan, was fruitlefs; val 
the loc;k was frcured~ and her attempt 
repelled. She tried her own key, and .

1 
feveral others of which fhe had the 
poifeffion, but tried in vain ; :fhe then 
atte132pted to force the lid; but. recol­
lecting that iuch a prnced nr~ We).u}d 

rnoft probably involve hcrfelf in dan ... 
ger without affetl:ing the perfon of her 
enemy, ihe defified, and infiantly 
:repaired to - a black[mith who re-
fided in the village, informing him 
fhe had loft the key of her box, . and 
rcquefting him to lend her a few to 
try if .ilie could fit it. The honeft 

man 

hirn 

llle 
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rnan ' replied that he did not chufe to 

lend his keys on the foundation of 

fuch a ftory ; but if fhe chofe, he was 

willing to go with her, and either ac­

commodate her with a key, or take off 

the lock till he could make one. 

Her diftrefs was now fevere, and 

her purpofe rendered defperate; the 

valuable trinket was now in her own 

poffeffion, which might inftantly be 

miffed; and in the courfe of a {hilt 

refoarch might perhaps be found upon 

her. To reftore it to its place was 

irnpoffiule, as the dreffing-room wfs 

now locked againft her; and it. w'a~ 

equally impraB:icable to depofit it in 

the trunk of her enemy without the 

affiftance of the blackfmith, who might 

hirnfdf be detected in his employ· 

ment; and then the truth muft be re• 

vealed with tenfold aggravation. 

Thus fearfully irrefolutc, and trem~ 

:.-ling with ex.ceffive guilt, {he flood 
filently 
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filently reflecting on the man's pro­
pofals, when fhe fa\v her rniftrefs pafs 
the fhop with Lucinda; and inH:antly 
recolletlcd · th€y were engaged to din­
r.er at a neighbouring feat. 

Her _expreffive joy now banifhed 
every_ other confi9eratio~; and fhe de­
fired the fmith to follow he.r diret11y; 
the workman accoraingl y looked out 
fome key~, and \Vith fome requifite 
tools attended the drfiurber of youth­
ful f eli-ci t y. 

In the mean time the portriit ~vas 
miffed by Mrs. Manor, who begged 
her favourite would run and fetch it 
from her dreffing-table:-her command 
was infiantly obeyed; but Lucinda, 
pale .and agitated, brought word that 
it could not be found; \\ hen her pa­
tr.<?ncfs, . deff.ring her to proceed and 
make _an apology for her· delay, re­
t~~~~ in perfon to feek the locket. 

". . ~"- , Mit: Jo 

l·, .. 

h 
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Mifs Wilful, who, at that lady's ap• 

proach, had precipitately entered the 

parlour, now accoftcd her with a fe• 

rious-countenance, aml begged her at­

tention to a fubje8: of the greatdl: 

importance, while Mrs. Manor fur­

veyed her with furprize, and defired 

her to enter upon a dire8- and brief 

explanation: her fervant court'fied and 

proceeded :-Afte1· having fuffered for 

a falfity, which I once levelled at the 

perfon of _your amiable charge, my 

lips ihou1tl be now fur ever clofc~ · 

againft the difcovery of al\ ungratefol 

truth, was I not well a!rured of the ju[­

tice and benevolence of the lady whom 

I now a-ad refs. 

I defire (rejoined Mrs-. Manor) you 

will eifr,. ~r~ .. exp\aia yourfelf imme­

diately, or defer your tale to a better 

opportunity, for I am now engaged, 

and am merely retur-ned to fetch my 

locket. 
L On 
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· ~0a thr-s fubJecl: (faid the maticiOflS 

wr~td\}-Uta-v~ to fpeak; ~nd°fon:.y I am-. 

tb·· fay your ·goodnefs is fo ill reward­

ed; btft yo.u may. r.eft aff:ured that- v-a-. 

lnahle is ia- ,th6 poifeffion of Lucinda. 

· ll'.ngrat!eful WJietch ! ( exclaime.d the. 

worthy la(ly) ho.w .can you dare to, 

a•ffix: 'fa 1bhtEtk an allion to.the charac­

t'.er ;i,£, .a d1,i>l.d,. w 1m, has .already cri :... , 

umph&l over your--Wi&ke<l clefigns, 
.pUblfoly f-qrgi¥en your audacious 

conchd},,,uicl finally foatched ¥OU frotn 

1:he jaws: of. .dtath by her aftonifhing 

exer-tions ·on your hehalf..?..-I hav,e al­

readyrconfl {fod my faults, faid Wilful; 
, ~fHl•'woµlclha'.!e. bnu:ied the knowledge 

of th 1:s tranfacl ion in eternal fecrecy, 

but: that: I koow ihe nature of your 

lofs, and-have it in my powc,"f" to efi.a--' 

bli.fh thefe aifertions.-This vicious 
charaaer was no,v plunged into a 
~;.e:fh .difafter; fl1e imagined that her; 

lady on this vile rebtion would have 
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gone direcl:ly to Lucinda, and taxe-d 

her with the knowledge of the coff­

cealed property ; but l\1rs. Manor 

was too wife and too generous to · lif­

ten t'o the hateful forgery with. a,ny 

othe-r emotions than thofe of horror 

and .difguft.-After a rnoment',s ,paufe, , 1 

the footman was fent to fetch home the 

accufed perfon ; and the accufer was 

detained in the parlour till her arrival. 

-...On het· entering the r-oom, Mrs. 

Manor informed her of the ·oc-cafion 

which had fummoned her from her 

company, and tenderly aifured her 

that fhe was already confirmed of the 

bafe deception :-however, my love, 

faid !he, we will go to your apartment 

and aifert your innocence by a thorough 

fearch; after which the true culprit 

will doubdefs be found, :ind {hall re-

ceive a fuitable reward. Lucinda 

preffed her hand with emotion, and 

( wiping from her face an intrufive 

L 2 tear} 
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tear-) eagerly afceniled th'e ftairs with 

her-'patronefs and· M.ifs Wilful. Lu~ 
I 

cinda felt in her pocket fo.r the '. key, 
. . . 

but per-€eived it was,·already in .the 

lock, and therefore threw back the, liq · 

and ·requeftecl her beloved friend to. 

examine the ·contents •Of t~at trun~ 

already mentioned. 

:The featuns of tier enemy now 

, fho'ne ·with a .fierce delight as the va­

. :r-ious . 'articles . were prod u~ed · ; · bu~ 

, '\Vhen fat-the bottoin:offeveraLpapers) 

the -locket . was difcovered in a frnaU 

l , pocket;.book;. the .faerie was fupcrior 

to the:, ·powers 'Of defcription ; - ·the 

revengeful Wilful ga:ve a triumphant 

ih~rnt, . ,while· the confounded lady 

.' g.az-ed on her favourite ·in £l~nt agony; 

·aritl .Lucinda, diftraB:.ed with ·the un­

-expeaed fhock, fell fenfelefs to the 

ground~ At length !he revived to the 

'mifery which feerned to await her , 

- ·a;rid. f.pund ·a melancholy relief in a 
, . . fl ,l 
, '''° :# , l . _00>:1 
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flood of tears which came to her affift- , 

ance, when clafping the feet of her be­

nefaarefs, and fixing her lovely eyes on 

thofe of the affiic\:ed . lady, fhe feebly 

fighe<l, '' can you believe it? The 

foft appeal was powedul in effecl:, 

and her Patronefs was juft about to 

exclaim, '' Would to Heaven I could 

poffibly doubt it!" when our Heroine 

obferved the book from which the 

miniature was taken, and inftantly 

recolleaed it for the fame which her 

e nem'y had once before defig11ed for 

the inftrument of her malevolence. 

She now quitted her proftrate fitua­

tion, and rifing with unaffeacd grace, 

reminded her Patronefs of that event, 

a n<l requefted that herGovernefs might 

fee the pocket-book, thereby to pafs 

judgment. Mrs. Manor was happy 

to find in this remark a prob.ability of 

Lucinda's innocence, when the fmith 

returned, in queft ,of a chifel which 

L 3 he 
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··he l~acl leff behind· him • . Thi-s t:iatu.~ 
,·-ally produced fuch queft1ons as led 
-to a complete difcovery, and the man 
·(having told 'the affair- of the key) in:.. 
foi.in~ed them that his employer gave 
him· a pocket-book to place beneath 
her -papers, and immediately left hjm 
j n apparent haf1e; that he acGordingl y ~ 
performed her ddire, and having 
fitted a key, returned home to his bu­
finefs ; but ·came back for the tool ,., 
,vfiich· he had forgotten. 

The man was rewarded with a mug 
of ale for his ufeful narration, while 
Jv1ifs Wilful was feverely r~prirnand.­
ed by her miftrefs for the hardnefs of 
her heart and the malignity. 'of her 
temper; and now Mifs, faid the jufily 
jr,cenfed lady~ you rirnft expea to 
foare the fate of the vicious aod im-: 
penitent: As a liar and :intentional 
murderer, vou have faffered in a fforht J ,._, \ 

d egree~ but as a thief ( for foch you 
undoubtedly 

<l 

fr 

II' 
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undo.tlhtedly are) you muft abide the 

confequence of the laws : I therefore 

defi.te that a conftable may be fetched~ 

·and you may now reflect imidft the 

horrors of a prifon on the effects of 

that vice which you have fo carefully 

cherifhecl, and view at a deipairing 

<liftance that v-irtue which yo~ have 

vainly attempted to injure. This 

fent~nce, however, \.Vas too rigorou~ 

for theear.s of the benevolentLucinda: 

fhe caught the hand of her valued 

friend,-fhe threw he11[elf ag~in be­

fore her, and dcclar.ed fhe never could 

taite of peace till a milder punifhmcnt 

WlS inRi8:ed. Mrs. Manor burft 

into tears at the maying fight, and, 

lifting her darling from the ground, 

affured her, that for her fake fhe 

would not commence a profecution 

.tgainft her enemy; then tmming to 

the difmayed criminal, '' Once more~ 

abandoned girl ( faid fhe) you rccei ve 
:ion 

. ' 
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:an in:Yaluable favour from the fubjea 
·of your perpetual malice. Your laft 

attempt is now defeated, to your final 
confufio-n, and will but,add a frefh blof­

fom to the wreath oftriumphantvirtue, 
·while your detefted name will in...every 
company be held up to deter th~ rifing 
generation from fuoh diabolical ac­
tioas. Go then, .wretched as you are, 
through your own perverfenefs, and 

,b:eware of appearing in this place as 
Jong: as , you exift; for reft affured, 

-whenever ycu retu.rn to this village, 
you ih.rll be furely brought to tri al 
for ·the offence which you have this 
day .committed. 

This warning was fufficient for the 
felf-conviB:ed mifcreant, who fled the 
·place with fr.uitlefs malediB:ions; and 
afrer roving about as a common beg-

,gar, we. ·underftand that !he died in 
extreme- diftrefs, lamenting, wheo too 

l at;, that pride. i-Yhich .Heaven had fo 
· deepl y 

mi 
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oeep1y humb1ed, and that malicious 

tnind which brought her at laft to fo 

wretched an end. , 

Lucinda in the mean time was che­

riihed by the ki ndne[s of that Protetl:­

refs, \vho viewecl each opening charm 

with rapture as her child ine-reafed in 

years, and often bleffed that inter­

pofing Providence which had given 

the little Lucinda to her arms at ape­

fi?d fo e!fenti~l to her feace of µ1i7:1d~ 

CHAP. XII. 

HO SPIT ALI TY T~ A STR:ANGER. 

OuR readers are now to be inform ., 

ed tha~ f eyeral years p:dfed on in fwee t 

and regular ha~mony fince we prefcnt­

~d our heroine to their notice ; fhe 

y;as. then a lovely chi ld; but now we 
ar~ ., 
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are to regard h,er 'tJl~ apprqaching to.­
wards the dbte of wom~rn, and conft;- · 
quently a more imp,ortant -(ubjea of 

~ confideration. In out· for1~rer chapter 
we c,onterited ourfelves by-exp~1;i~ting 

, on the charms of her mind; but now 
de·em jt a; duty incumben~ _ op us ~-0 

l 

fhew out juv1;::nite, f:riends ;t}ic; pi.ch;u=e 
of t_hat.perfon for whom tl}ey :<l-0~1b~- J 

· 'l«fs feel a .peculiar intet'e:O:. 
·. ' At ·, the period ' therefore to w~ic.h 
our hiftory is now arrived, we prefent 
her t(? the v.icw as an engagi_ng and 
invaluable girl, juft entered her feven­
teenth year, with, a beautiful face, an 
enchanting form, and a noble h.eart; 
her.-:-r perf-0a was tall for ·her age, and 
ftriki ngl y proportiona_tc ; her counte­
nanoe was open, n::iild, an,d _generc;>Us; 
her eyes illumined with the rays of in­
nate g9odnefs, while health fat blufh­
ing on her cheek, and grac« attended 
all het motions. 

Such 

tn 
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Such in her perfon, and far fupe­

rior in her virtues, was the once de­

ferted but now beloved Lucinda, when 

an event took place \Vhich, from ·its 

immediate conneB:ion with our fub­

jecl-, we can by no means attempt to 

delay. 

Mrs. Manor was ftanding at one of 

the drawing-room windows (accom­

panied by the idol of her affecrions) 

eontcrnplating the rich fcenery which 

crowned the adjacent landfcape, when 

the :fk.y was fuddenly overcaft ~vith 

darkncfs, and the black clouds began 

to defcend •in fheets of rain, while the 

hoarfc thunder rattled amidft the ele • 

ments, and gave new horrors to the 

furious tempefr. 

At this junll:urc a young tr:ivd le r 

was thrown- from his horfe near th e 

gate of Manor-Houfe, and by th e 

orders of its hofpitable miftrefs, ar­
fifte~ by a fen·ant, and kindly invited 

to 
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to accept of fq_elter. lhe youth ( who 

had received a flight bruffe .from his 

fall) returned his thanks (or the ·pro-• 

pofed acco_mmodation, · and was intro• ­

d.uced to the prefence 9f the ;ladies. · 

whofe kindnefs he applauct~d in .the · 

p~re language of unaffetl:ed grat,itude 

and artlefs fincerity • .. 

. He informed .them his -ac;:cident was 

occafioned by a flafhoflight-p·ing, which 

darting fiCrofs the eyes of his fpirited 

freed, caufed the animal to ftart in fo 

violent a manner as inftantly precipii,, 

tated him from ·his fr.at, and for a mo­

ment deprived him of .animation. 

'·' However (added he, bowing refpetl:~ 

fully) I have no caufe to complain of 

an event which has introduced me to 

perfons fo truly am,iabk, and for whom 

I already feel the deepeft venera­

tion." 

. His complime7:1t was politely an"' 

fwered, and a mote general eonverfa­
t10n 

h 
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tion' introduced, while our heroine 

and her PatroneCs ftudicd with 'Un• 

common attention the appearance and 

behaviour of their youthful gueft. 

He ,vas apparently nineteen years of 

age, rather taller than Lucinda, with 

dark eyes, flowing locks, and a pleaf­

ing fet of features, illumined by good 

humour, and ftrongly exprefi1ve of 

• every juft and \VOrthy fentiment; his 

addrefa was nobl e, free, and captiYat­

ing; his language chafle, hi s ideas 

vivacious, and his deportment fuitabl e 

to his confpicuous qualities. 

Such a cha racler might naturally 

excite a degree of ad1niration, blended 

with refpea, in the brcafts of his fair 

entertainers; but the mind of l\1rs. 

Manor received a more peculiar fen­

fation from that firnng refemblance 

which evidently fubfiftcd between the 

accidental vifitor and her belov ed: 

girl, and which (the more fl1c gazed) 

1\1 was 
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was fti 11 more firm! y rooted in her 
imagination. 

Nor was this genero,us lady the only 
perfon- fo Je~p~y employed in attenti-ve 
examination. Lucinda fondiy thought 
fh'e tr.aced her 1110ther's features on the 
ftr.angfr's face. ; and , he (though too 
polit~ to furvey her with fixed attea:.. 
tion) fe_el)1ed to find a name1e[s fom,e­
tb i ng amidft her charms whic.h caUed 
from his breaft that figh of affe.ttion­
ate regret v,hich is ufoally devoted to 

a. dctp.,\rted friend. 
The e\fening Hill continued wet7 

tho-ugh the fory of the ftorm had fub­
ft<led; and our adventurer \Vas i.nvite-d 
to ftay till the morning, by whi-ch time 
his fatigue might be overcome., .and 

the weather prove move aufpi.cious• to 

his purpofe. For fome time he op­
pofed their little plan, as being unwil­
hng to incommode the family on his 
account; but his objeetions were foon 

overruled 
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.o,erruted by tbc intreaties of his ami­
.al>le hofiefs; and he at length Jifpof­

-flSl himfelf to fpend the evening with 
-l:Jie·_prefent company. The time was 

'8greeably 'p21ff~d · in amufing and in-
:ft-tue:liv-e di feou:rfe till the cloth was 

-.iµread for. fupper, when tho :Patronefs 
•;{)f. 0$r1beroine ,{happcn1ng to, rcall L_u­
'Jfjnrla- by h'er name} obferved · their 
_glfe!l to flart,· and fix his eyes oo heir 

.favoar~te with, the moft inqujfitive 
ea:rncfinefs. The firft emotions of 
..lJ,er foul now · returned with incre.afed 
..p<>we_r; and !he 'fat in .expe.Bation of 
;fome wonder:ous ·explanation, when 

: the ftranger ( after a !hort reflecbon) 

_¢nqu~red if the name of the lady be­

. fore ,him was Lucinda Rofedale? On 
being anfwered in the affirmative, he 
difcovered the marks of internal ·agi­

tation, but governed himfelf fo ffi­
cientty to enquire concerning her fa­

mily and prefent connections. 

M2 To 
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To· the I-aft rcqueft Mr~. Mandr re­
-plied, by giving ( during their meal) -a 
_brief account of that narrative which 

occupies th:e prec~din_g chapters -Of our 
little vorµrfre; defcribing the death ef 

~Lueind;;ds :nfother, the,c.ruelty ;of her· 

cuncle, heoown furprifir:ig. affecl:Ion tp-­

. wards her beloved parent; an·ct her 
·:difcovery :on the tomb :b'y the ·. 'good 

Mr. Felix, She then i:clated.,1:he aa­
·ventures wfi.ich bor.e fubh ftr-ong con-_ 

,viffion ,oJ.·Lucind.a's innate .g0odnef~ 

-~nd concluded by .ad_oTing that Sov~ 

reign Power .which.had .conftantly-in:. 

·-terfered o~ her child'.9 .. hehalf. · The 

,ftra.nger liftened ivith aajazement to tire 
-ar'tlefs ftory, whire he rra.ife<l his ·teat-

ful eyes to Heaven, exprnffis;e of un- , 

fpeakable gratitude, :acd that Devotion 

-which procec~b from the heart. 

A few moments i:-olled on in .filence 

till- the £gh \Vas, fuppreffed, and thie ­

t rembJi.ng drops of nativ~ fondnefs 
l'eih.ained• 
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re:ftrained, when, fpringing from his 

chair and preffing Lucindfs han.d 
with uncommon ardour, he looked 

l tenderly in her face, and afked if 
fhe had no idea of her - relations? 
n Alas ! Sir, rejoined the orphan, I 
know of none but the unfeeling man 

wbo drove me out to mifery and de­

fpair ! al have indeed heard of a bro­
ther, ,vho was taken from my parent 

when quite an infant; but I under­

fran~ he with my haplefs father pe­

riilied in the cruel waves; and my 
mother was too deeply wounded by 
that fad r..ecital to permit her to 'ex-. 
plain to my childifh apprehcnfion the 

dreadful circutnftance any farther. 
Thanks to all bouhteous Heaven, 

refurned the youth, that tale was talfe1 

and your ideas groundlefs; that child, 
expoied fo young to the fury of the 
feas, ftill Ji,·es to blefs a fifter's virtue, 
and to confole her for the lofs of her-, ·, 

!\I 3 v~lue 
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. valued- parents~ , Yes, Lucinda~ I am 
your brother; an~ if you , doubt my 

· bare aifertion, behold this de.ar refem·­
blance. ( once fafiened round my in­
fant neck) arid own it .for a pa-rent's 
likenefs. ') · 

, ,, Th_e 'trein!Jling,Lucinda viewed.the 

-= dear i.mage of her mother with a de·-
~ " .gf~e of filial enthufiafm, preifed it and 

Ji.er brotheir alternately to her panting 
J,o~om, and· poured out the warmeft. 

~ .dfufions of a benevolent heart, while 
}1e_r eni:aptured rel'ati ve returned the 
f rat/;!rn~l em brace with ecftacy ; and 
.DBr P.atrouef~ . wept over the love I y 
pair. , .. 
~hen thefe ~motions were a littl~ 

f ubfidcd, Lt1~in.da begged to hear thofe 
particql;lr§ from her brother which· 

')1itherto ha~ been co11cealed from her 
{5.nowledg~: he tend~rly replied, the 
tale was· too i~ng for a prefcnt recital; 
but if {he wo~l~ c9mpqfo her fpirits 

by 
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Tuy the morning, lie would then ·enter 

-upo~ the requefied narrat1on. \Vith 

this promifc Lucinda was fatisfied, and 

the party ~ortly afterwards retired to 

their ,;efpechve chambers. 

CHAP.- XIII. 

J).IPOR TANT DISCOVERil:.S 

RES"i'ECT I NG LVC INDA. 

I ' 

BREAKFAST was prcpa1cd at an 

early hour the next morning; and thy 

new acquaintance met with open arms 

ancl warm careffes by the inhabitants 

of the manfion, \vhen he was reminded 
. ~ 

. 

concerning his promife to Lucinda, 

aml earneftly conjured to commenc~ 

his hifiory. 
'fhc. r<iqueft was too import~nt to 

a<lmit 



admit of refufal; and the youth began. 

,jn the following terms:-

Auguftus Rofed~le _ (whqfe narnc I 

have.the ho,nour to bear, and whofe 

parental knees h.ave often bo~ne t~.e 

young Lucinda and myfelf, who 

imiled in his fac~, though unconfcious 

of his value) was formerly a noted 

and fuccefsful merchant; his wealth 

was confiderable, his te.mper generous, 

and his charaaer truly enviable; ad­

mired by his friends and fupremely 

happy -with his little family, his days 

.were crowned with content, and his 

willies fuffered no difturbance ;· his 

affeB:i0n.s were equally divided be• 

twixt our dear mother and his. help .,. 

lefs little ones; and his heart expand• 

ed with a grateful fenfe of hi. Crea .. 

tor•s _ble!lings, while he viewed w1th 

raptur~ the objecls which fqrr.ounded 

l1im. 
This~ however, proved qf but fhort 

<:f uration ~ 

lefi 
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·auration: ad unfortunate ftorm de­

ftroyed his vdfels, and plunged his 

rnoft valu~'ble mercha~dize to ·tbe 
1 • 

bottom 'of tl1e fca ; : while he f u{bined 

a;otber' h.e4vy lois at home, by · the 
I ' t ' 

failure of 'a m~n whom he had trufted 

to al... q)nfidetable amount. I. ' ' ' 

·· Th us fto.urgcd by a fevere· Prdvi--
. . 

de nee; arict ·unable to bear the fight ·of 

hi~ children, who ,,,ere now· ,-educed 

\Vith himfelf to ·mifery, he refolved' t:6 

·venture his own perfon on that c.ru~t 

element which had (wallowed up his 

'treafures, and ther~by attempt once 

.more to gain a fubfif!:ence for his _hap-• 

1cfs family. 
vVith· this determination he ' took 

an affetl:_ing leave of our mother 

(whofe fears on his atcount proved 

too prophetic) and ta ·ing me with 

him, he fet fail for America; at which 

we arr~ved in fafety, and were tolera­

bly fuccefsful ~ he then heard, by a 
letter 
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J~t.ter frotn England, thq.t his amiable 

;conf9rt, with· her l.ittle dau&hter, ha~ 

retired to this village,_ •w.be.r~i~ fur 
hoped to fqothe l;he hours. of a tedi_qu~ 

C .. , ' 'l I ~ 

~b.fenc~, an,d benc! her fpirit to t}l~ 

iuft will of her Creator. This, ·how~ 
' ' ' 

ever, was the laft letter my -fathq re-
• , • I 

.c~1--ved ; for about this time he en-

gfigpd ·•with a mercha~t· in a . voyage 
• ,.. • j 

t,9 _the ,Eaft Indies. Ou~ paffa~e was 

.yn(~vourable, and our de~gn ~nluc}(y; 

for- juft before we 1hould have arrived 

ai qµr _expeaed· haven, the fuip was 

t9rqwn. by a violent hurricane on ~ 

.X-O~f ~pd literally d;\!hed to pieces, 
" . . 

-while eve·ry creature perilhed, myfelf 

.and dejea.ed parent except~d. · · 

_By a wonderful exertion he claf pe~ 

_a fr~gment _?f the fton~ with . fufficif.qt 

ftrength to f<1-ve ,hjmfe~f and -me t'i(I 

,the _ ftorm abated, when h~ painfully 
' . 

cli,mbed the precipice~ fupporting on 

.his fuoulders the obJ_ea of his lo.ve. _ 

. Exhauftea 

hr 

tur 

hi; 

fOrt 

1 

Pric 

ere 
In 
pie 

{~ 



''IR TU.If TR IUMPf-L<\NT. 

Exha11fted, faint, abd melan~l101y, 

he- feated himfelf in a mournful 'j>of­

ture, while the big te-an rolled down 

l1is pallid cheek, and his left hand f up­
ported my head on his bofom. 

I was then jufi fix years old, the 

pride of his heart, the clefire of his 

eyes, and his infeparable companion. 

In all his troub1es, my artlcfa prattle 

pleafed him, my liCping perfoafions 
• foothed his foul to rdignation; and 

jn my features he beheld the dear ~~­
femblance of his lovelv wife, whofe. 

piaure he would often take from my 
bofom, compare the face with mine, 

and prels it with fervour to his throb­

bing heart. 
In this forlorn fituation \Ve re­

mained feveral hours, till at l~ngth 

rny parent efpied an approaching vef­

fel, which (on his making fignals of 

diftrefs) prefently after took u~ on 

board, and thus refcuep llS from that 
fate .. 
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f~te _which otherwife muft have prov­

ed , inevitable. 

We now proceeded to our dcfl:ined 

p.Df~; · but the accumulated fuffering.s 

which had long prcifed heavy on my 

fatj1q-'s mind, now effetl:ually fub­

dued the natural vigour of his fpirit ; . 

a,nd the intenfe hea~ of the _tli~ate 

proving too much for . his iliatte~ed 

conftitution, he lingered about a. 
twelvemonth in a feeble- and mel.'.rn­

choly condition, and then expired, 

kaving his child an unprotecled il:ran­

g~r to, the \Yorld, and ignorant of the 

condition of his mother and fifter. 

Heaven, however, did not then 

for fake me, , but rai (cd me up a 

worthy , and benevolent friend in the 

perfon with whom my poor f3lther 

had refided. He 1.W:1,s_ a man of ex­

tenfive. property, , -with a heart to-e~­

ploy it in the moft buclabl.e purpofes.; 

He knew and pitied my cal.a~ities. 
!\1y 

c1 

C 
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1\fy parent Had ma--ie him the co.nfi­

dent of his_ heart, and depofited in hi~ 

hands what trifling fom was left from 

h1s ruined fortune. 

This gentleman beftowed an . ho­

nourable fepulture on his departeJ 

friend ; and kindly undert~ok the 

care of my education, ifl ,whjch I 

foon made a fufficient progrefs to gain 

his generous applaufe. 
He foon entrufted me with matter~ 

of fome importance; and finding his 

opinion of my honefty well founded, 

he fent me on feveral fhort voyages, 

in each of which my endeavours \Vere 

attended with proiperity, and my re­

turn congratulated by the author of 

my felicity. 

At length, after a v:i.riety\ -0.f _-ad­

ventures, uh worthy our preient at­

tention, he difclofed to me the rela­

tion which I have already given you, 

at the fame time delivci·ing two hnn-

N '-lreJ 
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·dteJ.ngui-rieat :•into mv ~nands as tfie 
. . . - -, .. . 

t:rif.le1 left ·fn'< lt~s care by'1ny invah1.1--
Hfe father. :·, : ; : . . '.· ,_; · 

I at firft refufed t0·: acc~pt the gold,. 

ctn'd uiFgedll'lyt'fnby 'e,/ery argmment 'in 

1nf:pawer tb'.keep i,t:af a t-r,ivial rhark 

. of'. my· gratitude fo1v his un·111edted fa­

vou:rs: ~ iouti ;his ·rtoble hea/t dcfpifed 

rhe ·offer~: an~·{ph1igl'ng· me to re·ceive 

the money) he thus ·~cldre:lfed, me:-­

" The prote-tl-ion whith you have re.: 

ceived from roe is -no.more than a dif .. 

char~e of my duty tO\,Va-rds the' Un• 

fort\rn.a-te ;• therefore my ·ears-nhift be 

ci,1 er-' dofed 'to any pratfe on that ac­

count;· your behaviour has arhpiy re­

paichtie ,fot ·~u my trouble, and I en• 

joy the moft heartfelt delight whjlo 

cofitetfiplafirtg the , abilities ,vhic_h 
have b~n to expantl · beneath '.tny 

ro~f; I 'nave -now' to t1emind yeu, th'atr 

while Providence has 'pr6vided fo,.r 
you, we know not the· fituation of 

you~ 
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your friends in Englanc} ;-r-go then, 

my affeaionat'<t-bo.'y (f¼eir}g·4 tear roll 

down my cheek) gI-> and 31ilquire into 

their. circumftances~-l Cijfl ,J10\f. con­

,veniently (-end you .by . one <;>f m,y 
own fhips; . an<l the _money I h~ve 

now given you will fupply 3/0~r 

wants till 1 can hear from yoµ , on 

Y.our arrival., _ 1, 

If you fhould . find . yourfelf de~ 
pri vcd by death ·of a mother pr_~~ fif­
ter, or poffibly of bot~, r.~tur,9, tp me 
directly, and find within thefe w~lls 

the reception due to a beloved fo~-; 
but if you find your relatives in their 

native land, fend me an exacl: rela ... 

tion of their ftate, and my r~rnit ... 

tances (if neceifary} fl1all't11ake them 

happy. 
You may judge my fen fat}ons on 

lifieni ng to thi · add refs: my heart 

feemed flying to my lips to blefs my 
worthy b~nefaclor, who received the 

N z eff ufion.'s 
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efft{fions 0€ iny gratitude ,vith .a fmile, 

and · preffed' · my hanc!i as he broke 

·abrupfiy -ffrbn1' me.,. ; , 

The •follo\,vintfday · I embarked for 

dfr Have-A 'bf my· wifh(!s ;' and a few 

'-day~ agei , I entered upoh , the Britifh 

1fh&h.": .J c· ,, 
DO lfl tfaeic·oulfe. ot' my journey to ·this 

place, I met with an old acquain~­

·a:&ce\ ;-{ 1my~m0ther's; whom I difco­

v-erecP<by-a:n, aocidental converfation : 

~he ,.da'.\'nped the ardour ·of 'my purfuit 

: by relati~g the de.ath of his friend .: 

··aoo ~s -to her little daughter., he faid, 

. no accoun:t'could be juftly given; tho'· 

he't41.~ught ihe was feen at the funeral 

of her ·parent. 
J1,irnmediately haftened to this vil-

Jage, intending firft to vifit my 

,.,.motbe:r'·s peaceful grave, and then (if 

lmfuccefsfi:.11 in my enquiries _ for my .,., 

frft~r) I mea9t to return to my pa-
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tron 

al 

L 

g 
It 

fl1 

fe 

th 
ru 

g 
Vid 

\\'Q° 

lne 



VIRTUE TRJU !PHANT. 13,7 

tron from a country incapabJe of af. 

fording me any comfort. 

You know the luc;:ky accident which 

led me beneath this hqf pi table roof; 

and while I bkfs the gre+i~ Difpofer of 

all e.vents for the prefervatiori of my 

Lucinda's life, I muft pay my grateful 

acknowleclgri1ents to this worthy lady 

who has watched over her fafety, and 

adorned her with the moft elegant 

accomplifhments. 

Thus conclude? the ingenuous Au­

guftus, when his fifter repaid him 

with the kifs of fpotlefs a,ffetlion, 

an<l the w~rm embrace of holy friend­

fhj p. l\1rs. Manor WqS much af ... 

felted by a difcovery fo important to 

the complete knowledge of her ref­

cued Lucinda; and juftly admired the. 

goodnefs of that God who had pro­

vided a patron for the fon in India, 

whilft the <laughter found a refuge in 

the .irms of benevolence at home~ 

N 3 But 
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But c01ne, my children (faid the 
amiable woman) o·ur fpirits are de­

})t:effed by a· fad recital, · let us accept 

the pleafures which creation offers to 

our view; th~ morning is· delightful, 

the air falubrious, let us wander forth 

amidft the enamelled fields, meet the 

· mild iephyr as• it: courts the bending 

trees; · and liften to th~ harmoniou~ 

·mu'fic of the foreft. 

.CHAP. XIV . 

.(\FFECTIN'G AUV.£NTURES lN A SHOR'l' 

I~ coti1p1iaµce with the kind requeft 

~f tl-ieir friend, Au·gu_ftus and Lu.­

ci-nda accompanied her in her morn­

,fog ramble; bu_t had not proceeded 

fa r when the founds of diftrefs vi-
bratcq · 
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t,rated on their ears, and drew them 

i nfenfibl y to the place from whence 

the piteous accents proceeded. 

He.re they beheld on the hofom of 

the earth, a young and comely mai­

den, whofe eyes were · drenched in 

tears, and whofe difhevelled locks 

flowed round her agitat1;d features, 

while her piercing moans and inter­

rupted fobs, implored compaHion from 

the celeftial powers. 

There needed not a fecond vie\v to 

intereft the hearts of the benevolent 

companions, who ftooped in the atti­

tude of foft inquiry to the young 

complainer, and kindly aik.ed the na .. 

ture of her forrows~ 

The poor girl was preparing an an .. 

fwer, when our heroine fuddenly rc­

collecle<l the features of that Phillis 

whofe un!haken veracity has already 

been honourably recorded, and whofe . 
_ virtue 
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v~1•tue. r~ndercd J:-rnr peai: to the congc 

nial mind of Lucinda. 

Ama.zc.d beyond expreffion at the 

<Aifeov.ery, ~e briefly" inforn1ed ber 

friends that fhe kn€w th.e victim of 

tli:fkefs, and then demanded with a 

· fond precipitation that explanation 

which was now filently expe-cled, 

Raifing her head from its cold pil­

low,. and Cupporting it with her hand, 

ihe gazed wifhfui\y on her auditors, 

and ({hiking off the tear which dim­

med her 11ght) thm began~~ 

" The former fituation of my pa -= 

rents is well known to lVIifs Rofed;1le, 

who honoured our cottage with her 

prefence, upon an occauon which 

gratitude has deeply engraved on my 

rememl;:mmce; but now the c.afe is 

fadly altered ! my father h~s not been 

able to P"Y hi s landlord for the laft 

half year, thro11gh vari<?us misfor..., 

~q~es ; ~nd th€ unfeeling man, in 
confe<;iuence 
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con(equence thereo'f, has cruelly feized 

upon our Ettle property, and ·dr,iv 'e~ 

my poor parents to the utmoft ektt,e 

mity, 0 how fontlly~ how -tendady 

have they nurtured :ind providecJ: 1for 

rn<! ! ' yet now I fee tlrnm expofed to 

infult, fhame, and w·ant, without 

having it in my power to confole · or 

·help them ! this, this ' iis the Gaufc 

which wrings my foul with agc1ny, and 

calls forth this flood of woe ! Poor 

unhappy creature that I am, whether 

can I go, or what can I attempt, to 
I 

alleviate rriy father's fofferings, or ,to 

calm my mother's tortured breaft !" +lf 

this (faid Mrs. Manor) is your whafe 
caufe of grief, I muft tell you, Philljs, 

that ( as matters may turn out) your 

fi lial piety is more to be admired than 

your misfortune lamented. However, 

you muft rife and conduc\: us to your 

cottage. Alas, rejoine<l the weeping 

maid, I have no home to take you to ! 
a fierc e 
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;iJiei~ce unfeeli Qg··cr_ea~µre l;i.a~ taken.. 

p.&>lf~ffion o( _the plaee ; . a,Qd, .pfrhaps · 

h-¥; ·•this .. tim~ m-y 0 pooF fr,ienas are 

l'Udely thruft out fr~m .their little pi\, 

radife.- ; , , . .-

~ Con.duel: us ·ho~e~e-r. ( repli~d th~ 

lady) to your late aboqe, and tr4~ i.a 

·Hea.ven for a qifplay ,of it's goodnefs; 

. Lucinda foppqrt~cl .the ppje-cl of h~r 

efteeJ?•; and th.ey file~tly rroc¢e9ed io 

:: the~ru:ca.1 f pot.') · · ·' 

.... :On .. enferirig th~ l;qqfo~ they foµrul 

,the f-cenC;J1tXi18.;l-yfuit~d,·tQ th~ lat~ ptJ,. 
cri:p.tion~ . · r lt1·ithc lirge ch~ir· (which 

~.fGfmerly w~~- ·:uf<ui by · th~ farm.er1s. 

·-indulldous wi.fe) . ,fat . th~ unfeeling 

w:ret::cbt··1 p!a¢ed .th¢r.e by arbitrary 

·.po~e1.,, while; t!1e 1poor old CO\lple 

.ftood near the 90~ 1; \.Vi th downcaft 

.eyes and [welling htarts, about ta .. . 

· take a fad farewell of theit- beloved 

~w~lling. 
l?hill~.s ( u.nahlv tQ ynJ ure the ir 
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mute diftrefs} flew haftily to them, 
and folding their beloved necks with 
both her arms, fhe exclaimed, " In 
pity, 0 ir. pity to your child, look 
up and let me hear your voice : you 
weep, and well you may, 0 lay your 
dear, your valued heads on this ach­
ing bofom; and truft in God, who 
may perhaps yet acliver us. The 
affi.ieted farmer maee no other reply 
than by a wild gaze on the favourit~ 
chair, and a broken fi.gh; while his 
mi[erahle companion bo\ved down her 
fi.l vered head, as if to fay, " The 
will of God be done." 

But now the fcene was fpeedily 
changed by a few words from Mrs. 
1 ·1anor, which ( operating powerfully 
on the furly p0fi'effor) reftored the fa­
miiy to peace and' joy, while their 
grateful he a tits o-verflo\"ed with the; 
loud prai fes of their benefachefs. 

As our rea<lcts may wi!h to · know 

the 
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the, tiilhlte ~ thole, e~preffipns .whid~ 

WT.01\!lghtfo ftraug~:a·rf ·~ f!ltera,tion, we 

bi:ie-!1y.·exp.lain -: OUJ·fe1ves, by o'bfrr-v..i 

ihg,; ,that : whil~ tlie · . difconf9late · 

mo,urners -ftood, loft ,fl) n~editation, 
. . 

Qllt" cowp~fiior,afe;_Jcl,dy ,advaBced to 
... " ~ .. 

th~ r; t l:l tt~.fic being · whcJ guarded the 

fp.w,.l s/ pf__,, fri"zure; : a'nql (qµeftioning 

hiiil ' ref pefii-f}g, 1V~ clc.l~t) comman,\-e_d 

h}1~ to· return ,,tQ. hj~ employer in her 

flJ(me, and defi•r,~ his-imU1ediate attend­

~nce1 when his :<lema~ds fhoukl be 

aofw~red. 
~·_t'fhe arm•chair'was- infiantly vacat• 

- -
ed, the f:wage · fr.owh _d1 fpelted, ~r:icl 

tli,e Jurprifing order~ qu{ekly. atte_nded, 

wJ1ile tbe a(toQiLhed _, cQup1e fell ,on 

their aged -knees ·t.0 , irrvo~e r~1ch _pleif­

i.ngs oh tbeJ:iead pf ' their,p~ r de}'.iter.e,r 

as the fpa.ciotis gto~e.~o~ld n,ot aff0rd, 

and _which•. cddli•~ :,!hands ,, alone , 

confer. . , . :!1 ·1 

If PhiJlis was before ;tbforbed in an .. 
guifh, 
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guifh, fhe now was nearly mad with 

joy: fhe looked ten thoufand thanks, 

though her tongue could not exprefs 

a fingle fentence ; fhe em braced the 

feet of their noble friend, preifed and 

kiifed the hand of Lucinda, jumped 

round her father, embraced her mother~ 

and ftrove by eac~ expreffive aflion 

to fpeak the blifs that fwelled her 

foul to tranf port. 

The landlord now arrived~ and at• 

tempted a ftamrnerfog vindication of 

his conclua; but Mrs. Manor dif­

dainfully refufed her attention, and 

clifcharging his account, dif miifed 

him with a look that feemed to pierce 

his avaricious heart, and ftained hii-. 

cheek with a guilty hue. 

'' Well, my good p~ople (faid the 

bountiful conor) your rent is cleared, 

and your goods reftored, 1 therefor~ 

ho9~ you now can tafte again of com.-
0 fp,rt; 



i"'4G tUCINDA; O'R, 

fort; let me therefore fee y,ou. caltn 

thefe emotions, and fhew us what 

your pantty will afford ; for _after our 

inorning's walk, I think we may ac-­

cept a light retrefhment with ou, 

friends. 
'tf1e farmer gazed in wonder at 

th~ condefcenfiorr of h~s gucft, his 

dame began to fpt-€ad· her cloth, and 

Phillis rather flew than ran to fetch. 

th:ei.r little flock. 
· ·. · Th~ board was·. prefently crowned 

-with a. fimple difplay of cottage­

•r-00d; and -the vifit-0.rs evinced their 

approbation by cheerfully partaking 

:of the rufric meal, while the jnhabit­

=ants at the, 'farm reftra:ined by vio­

lence thofe emotiqns whi .. Gh trembled 

!:h"enleath d;eir eye-lids, , and palpitated 

•iri' the:i'l- <hoC"oms.. ·: 
T11e . company_"•r:rnw withdrew, ( mu-

"tu~lli_ delighted) to- Man.or-houfe, 
~. while 
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'"·hilc Lucinda half offended her Pa-. -
tronefs by her unbounded praifes; and 

the generous Auguftus folenrnly de­

dared {he had acl:ed like an angel. 

" So far beneath your hjgh enco. 

miums is my defert on this account 

(replied the virtuous lady) that I 
muft beg you to defift from the pay­
ment of a tribute which I cannot r~­

ce1ve. 

Providence has fu_owered down its 

bleffings on my concerns, while mif­
fortune attended the honeft farmer; 

tell me then if it was not a pofitive 

cluty, that I, from my abundance, 

fuould cheer their he2.rts by fo fmall a 

part of what God has given me ?'' 
H Your thoughts and acl:ions ( re~ 

fumed Auguftus) are worthy of your ... 

felf; and would the world at large 

but form their praB:ice to your de­

lightful model, mifery and defpair 
0 2 would 
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would gradually decay, and par~dife 

once more fmile amidft the creation. 

,. 
CHAP. XV. 

I • 

A WOR TH't- CO~QYEST OF AN 

A~IABL~ H ~ ART. , 

.A Few revolving months enlivened 

.the family- at Manor ... houfe, by a fe.., 

cond vifit from Frederic and Maria, 
' 

who were ·now accompanied by their 

mother tQ th<\t feat of peace and hqf ... 

pi~ality. 
With thejuvenilepairour reader-s ~re 

already acquainted ; and we prcfume a 

competent knowledge of their parent 

may probably be defired ; we there-. 

fore briefly {ketch out the portrait 

for their amufement and fatisfa8.ion. 

Mrsq Wellbn:d was reputed ha,0:d ­
fo n1e-

\ 
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fame in her younger days, and ftill 

retained f ufficient charms to illuminy 

her declining years ; but her accom. 

plifhments were more confpicuous 

' than her beauties ,; and the decay of 

vigour was forgotten in the contem­

plation of her undiminifhed abilities. 

She was in moft things the coun .. 

terpart of her charming fifter, tho' • 

widely differing in age and appear­

ance; virtuous, kind, and affable in. 
, her behaviour, fhe claimed the af­

feaions of the young and generous ; 

and by her prudence, good ft:nfe, and 

piety, infured ref pea from her w,orth y 
cotemporanes, Lucinda, on their 

firft interview, beheld her with admi~ 

rati0n, and willingly devoted to her a.. 
ihare of that heart which ever bound~ 

ed to meet the children of virtue, 

while Frederic and his fiftcr politely 

reminded her of their united demands 

0 l on 

.. 
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on her friendlhip, and were folly fa .. 

tisfied by her endearing returns. 

Auguftus-was next pr~efented (as the 

-!ifter of Lucinda, and the favourite 

of Providence) on ,~,horn the moft 

brilliant compliments were heftowed; 

and to whom the ardent embrace was 

~ ven with all the: proofs of unaffeaed 

efieem. 
Refrefhments were ordered while 

the ufual enquiries took pla~e, and 

the molt interefting news from the 

tO\VD detailed; t,o which fucceeded a 

prefentation of fuch articles as were 
/ 

adjudgeJ by the purchafers the moft 

worthy of their friends a.cceptance, 

confifting.of plate, china, and rnuilins~ 

for the uCe of Mrs. Manor; books, 

paint(ngs, and mufic, for the accom-:-, 

i1ifhea Lucincl'a; and · fornc_ elegant 

trifles deiigned for the· daughter of 

the benevolent Rietor, who was ac-. 
cording1 y 

t' 

h 

h 
01 
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eordingly inV'ited to join this happy 

party. 

To thefe was added, by l\lirs. Well­

bred, a lottcry~ticket for the enfoing 

year which was exprefsly intended 

for our heroine, who, deftitute of 

the gifts of fortune ?,t prcfent, would 

bv this means become a candidate for 

her future favours. Such kind tokens 

of affeB:ion were naturally received, 

with the warmeft acknO\vkdgments 

by the per_fons to whom they were 

devoted; and their vifitors wcpe oblig ... 
' 

cd to filence the numerous thanks 

which they occafioned. 

Supremely happy in themfelves and 

in the enjoyment of each other's com ... 

pany, the united friends paffed this, 

and many pleafant days, in focial con­

verfo, fcientific amufement, and health­

ful recreations, while nature bloomed 

a.round their refidence, and Heaven 

acce1jted their unremitting devotions. 

The 
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The r.ifing fun beheld them prof.,' 

tra.te before the-ir Maker's throne, to 

which their petitiohs·afcended for the 

· needful bleffings of the day; the early 

walk created appetite, a?d g~ve freih 

vigour to the awakened powers, while 

..v irtue, temperance, or the beauteous 
\ aa · of char_ity, _flowed from their 

tongues, . and fhone refulgent thr~ugh 

the.ir conduct. 

The remainder of tho day was de""_ 

.. voted to ftudy, enlivened by the notes 

of ·harmony, or appropriated to thei,: 

-ufual . meals, where the mind was, 

an equal partaker by means of that 

·di(courfe which was founded on f-upe• 

r ior judgment, and g~ided with equat 

:{kill and vivacity. 

Th:us pa!fed their time, and . th 1.1.s -

their joys increafed with the circling 

h ours, when the fubj~t\ of ourlittle tale 

atchievr;d 

p 

p 
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atchieved a - worthy conqueft of an 

amiable heart. 

On the , firft arrival of Frederic 

Wellbred at Manor-Houfe, \\'e ob­

f-erved fome pa'rticulars in his beha ... 

viour, which clearly evinced that he 

was by ·no means indifferent to thofe 

perfecl:ions that captivated the ap­

plaufe of all who knew Lucinda; but 

now thofe charms which formerly 

demanded attentton were fufficiently 

matl.lred to kindle the holy flame of 

love within the hofom of the } outh-­

ful vifltor, who had not yet attained 
his twentieth year. 

The beauty, wit, and ~ccornplifh .. 

ments of our heroine now prefented 

themfelves to his view in all their re­
fifttefs f plendor ; =ind the goodnefs of 

his heart found frill more valuable 

qualities in ber 
.poble temper. 

generous mind and 

For fome d~vs he 
~ 

c;once~le~ 

/ 
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concealed the emotions of his _fpirt't. 

110r appeared t~ regard the orphaa 

otherwife than as a valued friend; but 

a. !hort ex:cudion taking place, in 

which Luci_naa .and himfelf were ap­

pointed partners i~ walking, gave rifs 

to a ihort difcourfe that unveiled 

the true fituation of his ·thQughti, 

and convinced Lucinda of her im .... 

port.ant vire\:ory. The · evening was 

ferenel y' refrefhing {in the courfe of 

the autumn, when the rich fruits. dif­

play their burnifhed rinds on . every 

bcndingbra~ch., and the goldenfheaves 

adorn the fertile valley) when the do• 

meftic party propofed a walk through 

the cornrfields after the ufual employ .. 
- \ 

mcnts of the day. Tne plan \-v-as ap• 

proved, and they left the houfe in the 

following manner: Lucinda fupport .. 

ed by the arm of Frederic; Mifs Fe• 
.., 

,. lix attended by the amiab~.e Auguftus; 
apq 

V 
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and Maria l¼ftening to the converfc of 
the benevolent fifters, whofe company 
fhe preferred for the fake of i-nftruc ­
tion. Various were the objeB:s of 
their difcoutfe; which, however, ge­
nerally centered in the merciful <lifpo• 
fition of thofe bleffings wherewith the 
Ruler of Heaven had deigned to in­
veft his fallen creatures. This was 2 

pleafing and exhauftlefs theme; for 
every verdant bufb, each painted 
blo:ffom, and each fmiling fccne , 
called forth afrefh the buril: of grate­
ful praife to Him who crowns the 
year with his goodnefs, and by h is 
fovereign power renews the , neccl fo.1 
f ruits of the earth. 

On this agreeable contemplation 
the youthful pairs beftowed their time, 
till turning: from the path, they wan­
dered beyond the limits of their fir ft 

intentions, . ; 
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intentions, and found a -landfcape 

worthy their obfervation. : 1 

.A few irregular, but lovely cottages, 

ikirted an eaf y afcent that led to 

the neighbouring mill, whither• th<t 

happy gleaners conveyed the fruits of 

. their fuccefs, and where the , fons . of 

the village often retired to llear the 

miller's harmlefs fong, or tafte his 

:Cpar~ling cyder. 

Some wand~ring fheep ftray~d 

round their owners huts, while the 

hlooming laifes fat fpinning at the 

door, and the returning labom·er 

\\·hdtle<l a\va y the dull fatigues of 

1i f e. 
" Are not thefe people to be en-

vied ?u faid Auguftus. ' They claim, 

indeed, my ftrongeft admiration,' re­

plied his companion;, ' but I hope they 

will never · excite fo direful a paffion 

as envy within my breafl.' 
"Sweet 

0 

Dl 
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" Sweet girl," refumed the enrap­

tured youth, " your artlefs mind i~ 

of too pure, too delicate a formation 

to admit the reception of fuch a gueft; 

yet, when I view thefe happy villager~ 

bleffed with their virtuous brides, or 

tending the morals of their prat­

tling off.c;pring, I am al moil: ready to 

envy their tranfporting fitnation; for, 

0 ! my beloved Lucinda, could I but 

ever hope to tafte with you that calm 

ddight which they at clnfe of day ex­

perience within tbcfe lowly manfion ·~ 

I ilwulcl efteem myfclf the happieft ot 

my race. 
Thefe words were fufficient to coc-

,,i nee our heroine of her glorious 

vi8ory over the affe8:ions of her 

agreeable Frederic; bijt flopping the 

praifes that rapidly followed this ex­

preffion, fhe with equal prudence and 

becoming moddly anfwered, t Young 
l' a,_rul 
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and inexperienced as we both are, I 

prcCume you have chofen an im­

proper fubje8: of difrourfe, mo.re efiJe• 

cially as it is unknown-to our friends, 

who have· an indifputable right to th.e 

direB:ion of our actions. For my 

own part, you are no ftranger to my 

fituation; a retrofpecl:ive view, thoagh 

painful to my feelings, may be an in­

centive to a. fpotlefs condl!la; and 

while I· look to lv1rs._ Manor as the 

friend of my .infancy and the fou~ce 

of all my comforts, -r a~ i~ no great 

<!anger of thofe errors vvhich 1;Digh.t 

probably wound her benevolent bo­

fom with. · the thorns of diihefa a.nd 

cruel difappointment. 

' Your own mother, my valued 

friend,' c-oi~tinued fhe, "may have . 

other views for the darling of her foul; 

nor is it indeed c~nfiftent to fuppofe' 

that fhe would ever confent to the 
. 

union 

co 
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union of her fon with the poor unfor­

tunate Lucinda, who, though honour­

ed ·with her fi iendfhip, is unworthy 

her alliance, and utter! y deftitute of 

that fortune to which you may juftly 

afpire.' 
" !\1 y beloved parent," rejoined 

her admiring companion, " is too 

generous and too affeB:ionate to pre­

fer the riches of a lady to her virtues; 

I only therefore intreat permiffion to 

add-refs her on this important fubjecl : , 

and tell me (he added with an en­

qu iring look) if jhe requefts, will you 

complete my happinefs? ' If' ( return­

ed Lucinda) ' a mother's fondnefs 

fhould indeed fo far be fhewn as to 

overlook ' my diftreffed fituation; and 

if my Patronefs fh_ould herfclf approve 

th:it action, you might indeed then 

expect ( when fan6:ioned by our 

friend s) that Lucinda is too fenfible 
of 
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of your great deferts to admit of I1cr 

refufal.' 
With this valuable aifertion· the 

heart of Frederic · ·,vas dfeclually 

uanfported -; and he perfm}ded the 

company to return, while he fecretly 

·panted for a p_rivate audience with his 

reve,red parent. 

CHAP. XVI • . 

CRUELTY REWARDED 

:BY THE HA!'JD OF PROVIDENCE. 

WE ~uft now take leave of our he­

roine an~ her charming aifociates for 

a fhort feafon, in order to prefent our 

readers with fome particulars refpecl-­

ing that unfeeling and unnaturalU ncle, 

\\·ho (unmoved by her youth, beauty., 

~nd diftrefs) fo cr~elly chaced from 
bii 

p 

m 

Ii 



VrRTUE TRIUMPHANT. 101 

his prcfence the dear child of his de .. 

parted fifler. 
The follmving day to that affiiclive 

one <lelcri bed in our firft chapter, he­

,Jifpofed of what little p1operty re-· 

mained to the orphan, and fucldenly 

quitted the vi·llagc, alike ignorant and 

carefefs of the fate of his haplefa 

. 
mecc. 

'Tis true, indeeci, his confcience was 

not fo ablolutely pail feeling, but that 

a tanes a difagreeable fcnfation 

thrilled along his veins, and his guilty 

heart accu[ed him of bafenefs and in­

gratitude; but fuch emotions were 

foon difperfed by the cup of inebria ... 

tion, or the fa1fe reafoning of fordid 

a·iance. I acknowledge (he would 

fometimes fay) tlyl.t fortune has fmiled 

on my endeavours; and I am bleil: 

with plenty while thoufands are ftarv­

ing around me; bt1t am I therefore 

P 3 obliged 
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ebliged to take a deftitutc child be .. 

neath my roof, and devote· that wealth 

to het which I treafure carefully for 

· myfclO certainly not. - The 1-vorld in­

deed may call me cruel; but the world 

is in that fenfe beneath my regard; 

my riches \vill entitle me to its com­

forts, and therefore its cenfure will 

never difturb my reft. 

With fuch deteftable arguments 

would he {hive to drown the clamours 

of a conviaed foul; and thus fo r 

fome time paired through the fcenes 

of life on the high tide of human pro• 

fperity, unmindful of his God,_ re­

gardlefs of virtue, and a total fhanger 

to ev~ry idea of refined felicity. 

But when the great luminary of 

heaven had meafured out a few fuc­

ceffive years, he began to find the in­

:fiability of that fortune which he had 

fo ofteQ vaun,tingly dedared would 
enfurc: 

'.\' 
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'f.nfure his happinefs through life; and 

began to tafte himfelf that cup of for­

rows which he had fo barbarouily pre­

fente<l to the Ii ttle Lucinda. 

Unwilling to truft his property even 

i:1 the banJ~ of his country, he, lik~ a 

true mifcr, concealed his money at 

home, ,vhere he could brood over it at· 

his leifure, and contemplate its all­

powerful charms, never rcflecl:ing on 

the important authority ·which informs 

1.13 that, " Riches often make thcm­

felves wings., and flee away." Having 

fpent the evening (a few miles diftant 

'.vith forne thoughtlefs and gay com­

panions, it was late before he arrived 

.it the place of his reficlence; and when 

he did arrive, his fenfes were nearly 

diftracl:cd by horror and defpair, on 

beholding hi hou[c encompail'ed with 

the devouring flames that bmft with 

rdiftlefs fury through every arerture, 

" and 
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and illumin~d the night with their terri---• 

nc _brightnefs. The conflagration had 

arrived at fo treme~dou_s a height, that 

all idea of affiftance was utterly pre­

cluded: the fervants indeed ha,d faved 

their lives by a timely flight; but nat 

a ,£ngle article was refcued from the 

fiery ruig. Dumb with aftonifhment, 

and transfixed with agony, the wretch­

ed owner flood gazing with the mult i­

tude on the fpreadi ng devafiation, 

when the burning walls gave way, and 

foll a(.under with a horrid crafh; thus 

f waliowing up at once the houfe, the 

goods, the papers, and the money of 
this man, \dlO (unthoughtful of his 

Creator) worfhipped the golden idol 

which now eluded his grafp for ev~r. 

In vain he offered a reward for fome 
/ 

workm en to attempt recovering the 

cheft wherein his property was depofit­

~d. Whether it was ever found, is in ir- . 
fclf 
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felf ur.certain; but, whetherdifcovered 

or not, its former owner never reco­

vered a fingle fhilling. 

Now turned adrift with a fe\Y gui­

neas only in his pocket, behold the 

:flave of avarice and cruelty, trembling 

to enter on that world whofe upbraid­

ings he fo lately contemned and de­

rided. 
U nufed to any employ, too proud 

to beg, and frantic with his lofs, his 

harraifed mind revolved a thoufand 

fchemes, but none would ferve his 

turn ; the clay was fpe11t in unavailing 

exclamations, and the night refofcd 

to obliterate the torments of his foul; 

for if by chance his eyes were clofed 

in fleep, a guilty and difordered fancy 

prefented to his imagination the help­

lefs Lucinda ihivering in the fiorm, 

and claf ping with ftiffened hands her 

u1other's grave, while the gufhing 
tear 
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tear- (which froze .. before it fell) ap• 
pealed · to Heaven for tha:t protect-ion · 
which the barbarity of her relative re'• 

fufed her. Such dreams of courfe 
muft add new horrors to his poignant 
anguifh, who already groaned beneath 
a load of woe, and vainly thtrfted for 
t he defirable waters of oblivion. 

We have already ihewn our reader~ 
(in t~e hiftoryof Mifs Wilful) the con­
fequence of a beginning in wickednefs; 
yo~ have there clearly feen how one 

· tranf grefiion led her on to another, till 

jhe fell the vict-iin Qf abominable 
\}ice. 

Such was the cafe with the chara8-er 
before us, whofe cruelty had hurled 

his helplefa charge to apparent de­
ftrt1aion, whofe avarice · had rcfufed 
tho fmalleft trifle -to the wretched and 
forlorn, and whofe principles were· 
confiftent lVith this fyftem of dia.boli­
t;al prac1:ices. 
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We have informed you in the prc­

fent chapter, that he was unable to 

work and unw_illing to Geg; his plans 

were fruitlefs, his hopes defeated, and 

his laft {hilling changed, when a ne\'\. 

crime ,vas added to the formcr 1 and 

-he fixed at length on a refolution 

which (while it fhocks our nature) 

was confonant with his former afrions; 

and lie who robbed Lucinda in her 

tender years, now fa1lics forth to drav,· 

by yio1ence the gains of induftry from 

the unwary or timid paifenger. 

I--ie put this dreadful plan into execu­

tion immediately; armed with a brace 

c,f piftols, and fluihed with drinking; 

he rufhed upon an unfufpe8ingfarmer, 

;rnd robbed him of property to a con­

:fiderable amount; bt1t, confcious of 

his danger, and aware of the igno­

minious death that muft infallibly 

overtake h_im if he fhould be detecled, 
he 

,I 
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he determined on a fpeedy flight; ·and 
( the pl ace to which he fhouid re­
nwve being perfecl:Jy indifferent) he 
frized the opportunity of a returned 
carriage to quit his prefent ftation. 

Abforbed in deep rdleclion, he ne• 
glecl:ed to afk. the name of the town or 
village that he was approaching, 
till the driver informed him their 
journey was concluded; and, to his ut­
ter aftonifhment, he beheld the very 
place where he had once abandoned 
the young, the harmlefs Lucinda. 

Here he was too \.vell known to per­
mit his entrance into any !helter, and 
therefore (though the weather was 
(;Xtremely fevere) he was obliged to 
wander about thro' the {jJent hours of 
the night. 

But now the time of retribution was 
come, and his guilty foul was awfully 
fummoned to prepare her flritl: ac­

count ; 
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count; for whilft he was roving on 

the uninhabited boundaries of the vi 1-

lage, he was fuddenly attacked by two 

footpads, who inftantly defpoiled him 

of his ill-gotten wealth, wrenche<J. 

from his trc:mbling hands his ufelefa 

piftols, and (having wounded him fe­

verely by a cutlafs) threw him into c1 

ditch, and haftil y dep~rted. In thi s 

deplorable condition he remained (ex­

hanfted with lofs of blood, and tremb ­

ling with cold) till the morning, when 

he was firfi: difcovered by Lucinda,. 

,vho, with her companions, took he r 

early walk paft the fpot of his dre Jd­

ful accident. 

Pallid as his features were, and rn i­

ferably disfigured by the fangni ne 

ftream that iifued flowly from his 

wounds, he was ftill recognized by 

his aftonifbed niece, who uttered a 

faint [cream, and threw herfelf 1nto 

Q. the 
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t he arms of her Pat-ro~e(s. S·he, how ... 

ever, fhortly recovered f.u:fficient 

ftrcngth to •point out the objea of her 

fuqnize-; and earneftly .intreated her 

friends to feck fome help for her ex ­

p i ring u ncle. 

Thefe words arrefted his attention, 

\\'hen, gaz;ing GI) the' fpeaker· with a 

look of wjl,cj ~nd unutterable anguifh, 

he eoquired ~f this beauteous creature· 

was named Lucinda Rofcdale. On 

receiving an anfwer, he exclaimed, 

'' Heaven h as jufily rewarded my 

crnelty 1" and, with a heavy groan, 

he infta ntly expired before any .iffi~­

ance could be procur~d •. 

M rs. Manor ( deeply affecl:ed by the 

tragic fcene) withdrew her favourite 

from the painful fight;_ and the com­

p any returned in filent contemplation 

on the dread reward of -the unmerci­

ful; while Lu►inda.'s face was bedewed 

with 
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with the tear of regret for the fad ca­

taftrophe of her unfeeling relation, 

CHAP. XVII. 

ORA TITUD~ EV IN CED 

IN THE CONDUCT OF LUCINDA. 

OuR readers may naturally fuppofe 

that Lucinda's petitions refpcE.ting her 

nnfortunate uncle, would obtain their 

intonded influence on the generous 

mind of Mrs. Manor. The body was 

accordingly removed by her orders tq 

a neighbouring cottage, till fuitable 

preparations could be made for the 

funeral, which was folemnized in a few 

days, with every mark of decency and 

refpell:; and attended in perfon by 

the amiable Lucinda, who freely for~ 

gave the injuries fhe had formerly 

Q2 received, 
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received, and buried the fenfe of tho.fe 
\VrQngs in eternal _oblivion. The 
clouds of forrow now J:>egan to difpel, 
.ind in a few weeks the impatient 
Frederic publicly folicited his mother 
on behalf of that union whic_h lay fo 
near his heart, and whereoµ he ima­
gined his future happinefs- to de ... 
pend. · ~ ,. · · 

· Th_is pleafing woman . had already 
learnt the important fecret of her fl.m's · 
deiire in yrivate; but (\v.illing to af­
fure Lucinda of her intentioRs) fhe 
frankly .a·nfvvered before the aifembfod 
family,~'' If my beloved_ FredeJ"ic 
had fravelled through the regions of 
the many-peopled globe •to fingle out 

an ohject whereon to beftow his own 
affeclions, and wherewith to make me 
fully bleft, I am certain-he never could 
have fucceeded better than in the pre­
fent infl:ance. Y cs, my fon, I aw in-

dee4 
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deed delighted with your choice, and 

humhl y truft that no untoward ac­

cident will crofs a wifh that fits 

very near my heatt; and in the ac­

complifhment of which 1 hope yo\.\ 

will enjoy uninterrupted fel~city ;-, 

my beloved fifter has hitherto aB-ed a. 

mother's tender part by her charming 

girl; and I muft now expea to have 

my fhare of that endearing tafk. Lu­

cinda is indeed more valuable in my 

· eftirnat1on than I can eafily explain; 

her virtues are too conf picuous, her 

goodnef~ too fublime, to leave a denial 

on my part poflible. 

To her alone you muft therefore 

look , my Fredcric1 for that confent 01' 

which our mutual felicity depends. 

Lµcinda rofe to exprefs her warm 

emotions, infpired by gratitude and 

cl irc tl:ed by politenefs, when 1-1rs. 

~ 1anor infifi:ed on her cornpJian<2e with 

Q3 the 
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the united requeft of ·her fifter and 
nephew. " A ·requeft,", faid lhe1 

" that will make me do~bly happy, 
a~ binding my darling to me afrefh in 
the bonds of relationfhip, and beftow... ' 

ing on my worthy young friend that 

band which he alone deferves.' 2 

~ ' Ceafe your_unmerited applaufe, my 
noble lady,' faid the amiable gir1, 

' for I am, ala~, unable to exprefs ,my 
fenfe of fu'ch exalted goodnefs; but _if 
by beftowing the hand of your Lu .. 

cinda on the worthy and accomplifhed 

youth who demands it, I can give the 

fmalleft pleafure to fuch .tried, fuch 

matchlefs friends, I muft indeed be 

ungrateful to your bounty; and uncle .... 
fery·ing your . flighte-ft attention for 
the future, if I fhould, prefume to re• 

f ufe ;' then prefenting her hand to the 

' enraptured Frederic, fhe completed 

their ddires~ by fubmitti.og to theit 
, , entir~ 

• I 

( 
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entire difpofal and accepting that rank 

to which the prefent defign would raife 

her. 
About the fame time A uguftus re­

ceived a remittance from his Indian 

patron, which evinced the generofity 

of his mind, accompanied by a 

frie~dly letter, wherein he admired the 

conduct of our heroine, praifed the af .. 

. tonifhing kindnefs of her patronefs, 

and bleifed the accident that led 

his beloved boy to this peaceful abode; 

he then c0ncluded, by leaving the 

youth to his own choice of returnin~ 

to India or fettling at home, kindly 

affuring him that, in cafe he fhould 

prefer the latter, he would take · tho 

fame care of his fortune as though he 

foould again revive him by his agree .. 

able company. 

Augufius did not long delay his 

choice, for his expanding heart wai 

already 

., 
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already filled by the /.image and 1:no'!P. 

deft deportment of Mifs.Felix,. who~ 

during her vifits at Mano~.,Houfe had 

eo1npletelj 'c.tptiV'ated the delighted 

Rof edale. This was a frefh fou_rce of 

delight to his' grateful fifter, who ea-. 

gerty · un_dertook to profecute 'h-is de ­

:fign; and, by her foft perfuafions and 

welt-:timed · in treaties,' rendered both 

t he Re8oJ· -;irra hi£ Iovely daughter as 

ag reeable to her brother's marriage as 

Mrs. 'Manor and h~r, fifter were de"'t . . 
:firous for th~ completion of her own. 

· N ow tinie rolled fwi ftl y by on 

whed~ of joyotrs expetl:atio~, while 

the needful prepar.J.tives were made 

for the approaching c;;eremo.ay. 

Every heart was- truly gay,. each 

feature brightened with the.fe renity of 

inward fatisfaction, and the p\<\ns 9f 

future life repeatedly adjufl ed:1 whe1' 

a propofal rcfp.efting Lucinda's rc~-
J ence 
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dence in London called forth her 

refufal, and evinced her grat~tude in 

the moft {hiking manner; for no 

fooner was the fubjeB: ftarted than our 

heroine (unable to conceal h.er 

thoughts) exdaimed, ''What! muft I 

forfake my friend, my guide, my be­

nefachefs? after fo many years of fond 

endearments and kind attention-s, fhail 

I leave her deftitute of company or 

that amufcrnent which I often have. 

the blifs to give her? 0 never let (Ile 

aa fo bafe, fo unworthy the affecUon 

,vhich you all profefs to bear me! 

At the clofe of her fentence fhe 

( fixed her f peaking eyes on Frederic's 

countenance, who (wiping from her 

face the drop of tendernefs) replied, 

No, my amiable girl, you fhall not 

leave your valued friend: 1 will refide 

.u1 the fame vill.ige, nay (if you prefer 
it) 
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,it) in tlie-fame houfe, and our happi~ 
nefs lhaH be mutually experienced. 
, This:. kin.cl' aifurance. reftored the 

grateful mourner to content, e11rap• · 

tured her Patronefs with . the fmiling 
profpecl-, and gave a frefh proof to 
Wellbrecl ot the une;x.ample'd affe:8:iont 
df he_r intended daughter. The plan! · 
\\1ag Lth~efore thus fixed ,.\~irh univer­
firl applf¢5·ation, that the, years fhoulcf. 
be,·::q.ually clividiedi; and .while the, 
nmith~r- ,wa~ de voted ro the enjoy..: 
Jfi@~ ;tlf tl-te· 'dourrt:ry,1 th~ .~ win~ef 
fhou-1d be deft~ned for a• vifit to th~ 
rt¼'etroptlii's~ 
: By this -pitocedUFe· a conftant union­

\'(l'o@ldr.b~ ntaintained between 1the fa­
niilits,,- and thus the time' woulcl pafs 
in a flow of unirhetrupted comfort. 
· ·with this propofal thetefore every 

qne W;tSi pl~~ted, and wa,itcd the ap­
proach 



,.., 

VIRTUE TRIUMPHANT. 179 

preach of the following week, wherein 

the youthful love.rs were to pledge 

their vows of unalterable £delity 1n 

the prefcnce of their Maker. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

FORTUNE PROPITIOUS, 

AND VIRTUE TRIUMPHANT. 

, THE happy family were affembled 

around their focial fire, accompanied 

by the good Mr. Felix and his claugh-­

ter (it being now the latter end of Fe­

bruary) when a packet arrived from 

the poft-houfe, contajning (with feve­

ral others) a letter direlted to ~-1,ifs 

Rofeciale. . .. 
Our 
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· Qu·r · herione \v.as utte{Jy it a lofs 

to im;tgine ·from whom it •conlcl come, 

. oi.- "'-:hat could poffibl y .he the fubjetl: of 

its contents; bu,t.her, re~etl:ions were 

foon converte~ into a mofi: pleafing 

a.ftonifi1ment, wh~n fhe read the wel-: 

come flews that her dcket was drawn 

a prize of five thoufand pounds. 
Her heart \Vas to? full to permit an 

expl'ination ; fhe therefoJ·e gave the 

letter to her Patronefs, and threw her 

arms around the honoured lady whofe 

goo·dn:fs -had entitled her to foch 
a reverie of fortun.e; for ·\vherreas 
r , ' ... . • 

fue btely lamented- that her poverty 

~rehdered her ·an improper perfori fo1' 
"the pnrf~1it . of-t·he charming Fred.eri<-', 
fhe no,v found herfelf poifeft of a fom 
'equ.iyllenf to he~ wifhes, anl worthy 

"th;··partner of her <l'eftined h~ufband'. 

·co~gratulation -~O\.Y fucce_eded to fur·-

pri[e ii:i t}:ie company, and every hehrt 
· · ~ rejoic ed 
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rejoiced in its own felicity; while ad­

miring thofe marks of celeftial favour 

which had fo repeatedly been ,fuewn 

to the child of former misfortuhes. 

Mrs. Wellbre<l was deligh~cd with 

the fuccefs of hei· little gift; her fifter 

triumphed in the contemplation of 

that benevolence which ihe was aff ur- · 
~d would attend the aB:ions of her 

girl; and their reverend paftor ap.; 

plaudecl them both for that purity of 

heart which their generous exultations 

<lifpbyed; " for this (faid he) is a 

proper fubjeB: of rejoicing. This is a 

bleffing befl:O\ved by the hand of a 

juft and all-righteous Providence on 

the endeavour which originated in 

lindnefs, and was devoted to the 

c.aufe of virtue, while we have beheld 

fome awful proofa of divine difplea­

fure defcending on the heads of the 

g',1ilty, and overwhelming them with 

R a mighty 
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a mighty r?in ( as in the cafe of the _ 
hardened Wilful, and the impenitent 

uncle). We here behol~ the ~reath of 
honour encircle the head of diftreffed 

inpocence, which pow rejoices in the 

favour of God and the eftimation of 

man." Believe me then, Mifs Rofe­

dale, continued the worthy pr'ieft, I 
' now experience a delight as copious 

and interefting to myfelf at the reci­

tal of this agree':ible news, as I felt 

when ( raifing you from the freezing _ 

grave) I placed your lovely form be­

neath my coat for fhelter. This feel­
ing demonftration of their minifter's 
joy drew tears from fome, and loud 
encomiums from all, _while the objetl: 

of his delight repeated thofe grateful 
expreffions which he had often ftrove 
in vain to filence, but which frill 

flowed fpontaneous from the Jjps of 

affeaion. 

, I , 
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The remainder of this fortunate 

day was fpent in the rnoft agreeable · 

manner; while Maria fang, Lucinda 

played, Auguftus read, and Frederi~ 

converfed with equal powers, and ge­

neral approbation. 

Mifs Felix was Coberly attending in 

the mean time to thofe inftructions 

laid down by her 'wbrthy father ref­

pecl:ing her behaviour on her ap­

proaching wedding, and in her con­

jugal ftate; wherein he faid, he hoped 

to view 'her conducl: with that fatis­

faaion for which · the world coukl 

barter · nothing equal ; and in the 

calm poifeflion of which he hoped to 

clofe his eyes in peace hereafter. 

·At thisjunclure the faithful Phillis 

entered the room, and ( courtf'ying 

humbly to the deliverer of her family 

and the friend who attended to corro­

borate her confeffion, when fhe prov-

R 2. ed 
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ed fo unfortunate) -explained the rec\­
fon of her appearance, by requefting 

her good l~dy's permiffi~n to·_marry, a 
young farmer<w.ho had made her foe~ 

-a11, offer ; but tq w~9m · fhe would give 
no anfwer till her. dear bcm<tfachefs 
hacl. been confulte'd. .( _ , 
: Mrs. Manor wias much . delighted 
with the gfateful · girl~s firnpli.city) 
and demanded w hethar. t~e 'petfon ip 
<_Iueftion w,as approved 'h,y: the parent.s 
of Phillis ; to which fhe :readily an:-­
.f wered in the :affirmative; but ftill 
declared !he would never liften either 
to his addreifes or their . penfuafions, 
tmlefs it 1net the countenance ,of ·her 

genernus lady. 

On hearing the name ariclfituation 
I . 

_J:>f ~he young man explained to her 
(atisfacl:ion, the patronefs of . virtue 
affured the maiden of her·ful,l confent-; 

and promifed ( as a reward of that 

.. fincerity, 



f 

VIRTUE TRIUMPHANT. 185 

.£nccri ty, filial love, ·and gratitude 

which had often dignified her achons) 

a prefent of one hundred pounds fot 

a wedding-portion. 
1
- · 

Poor Phillis nearly loft her ,\vits in 

her attempt to acknowledgo the imcx 
pecl:ed favour ; and nearly fmot;.h~red 

her parents with 'embraces, •wh,j.r~e i11e 

related at home' the fuccefa of her ad~ 

venture. 
J I 

The party at l\ianor-houfo in the 

mean -time anticipated the pleafures 

of the following day through .the 

courfe of the evening, and then re­

clined on their refpeaive pillows, 

beneath the fecure protection of the 

Almighty. 
The rifing day beheld them ·united 

in family-devotion, from ,vhich the 

ladies retired to drefs, and fhortly af­

terwards joined their elected bride­

grooms at breakfafr, while ~1rs. l\1a-
nor 
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nor and Mrs. Wellbred alternately 

kilfed and bJeifed the dear objects of 

their admiration. 

Lucinda's drefs . was chaftely ele­

gant; and that of Mifs Felix well 

fuited to her interefting figure: the 

happy Frederic and his friend Auguf­

tus appeared to.high adv.antage; and 

the lovely Maria (ftill the _clofe com­

panion of her elders) difplayed a 

thoufand charms in the· habit which 

•fue had chofen for the occafion. 

At the appointed hour th~y pre­

fented themfelres at the altar., _where 

the happy clergyman united the once 

abandoned Lucinda tp the nephew of 

his friend ; his own daugh.ter to Lu­

cinda!s brother; and-the-.artlefs Phil­

lis to her enamoqred farmer. 

Thus have we feen .-(after a yariety 

of attempts to overthrow the virtuous 

and eftablifh the wicked) the flaves of 

iniquity 
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iniquity feverely punifhed, while (in 

fpite of every oppofition) innocence 

has appeared conf picuous, and virtue 

triumphant. 

THE END. 

At·L D, Printer, 

Greville Strcet1 London. 
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