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'' 11.'il HE ' Swiss Family Robinson' was written by Joachim Heinrich 
Kampe, tutor to Baron Humboldt; and one longs to know 

whether the pupil's spirit of enterprise fired the tutor, or the 

tutor formed the pupil. It has been one of the greatest of favonrites. until 

Captain Marryat's nautical criticisms cruelly disclosed its absurdities. To 

be sure, when one comes to think of it, no one but a Gerruan could have 

thought it practicable to land the whole family in a row of washing-tubs 

nailed together between planks,-and the island did contain peculiar fauna 

ancl flora; but. the book is an extremely engaging one for all that, and we 

decidedly would prefer reading it at this moment than the rather characterles:i; 

'Maslcrman Heady.' "-Mrss YONGE, in llfacmi'llan's lllagazine, July 1869. 

~OMMEN11 ING on the foregoing paragraph, a critic in the Spectator 

~ writes:-" Miss Yonge will be glad to hear that the ' Swiss Family' 

is beginning to be read again almost as much as it deserves. Bother 

M.arryat and his nautical knowledge! They did sail in the tubs, and train 

zebras and ostriches for riding, and grow apples and pines in the same 

garden; and why shouldn't they? We never met the child yet whom this 

story did not fascinate; and if some publisher would just have it translated 

in its old tedious fulness, we believe it would have a success like that of 

'Uncle Tom's Cabin.' "-The Spectator, July 10, 186\l. 
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0 Daniel De Foo, one day, a great thought came; the id a 

occurred to him of surrounding a man with all those condi

tions most dreaded by humanity: necessity, peril, am1, 

before all, solitude. He resolved that his hero, in thi · 

desperate state of misery and abandonment, should have 

but two auxiliaries: the moral courage which never quails, 

and that proverbial providence of the unfortunate which 

helps those who help them elves. He resolved to show 

how much might be accomplished by the natural i11 tine! 

of se1f-prcservation, the patience of a resolute and energetic 

character, and, finally, by that faculty of re ignation which 

is patience exalted into tho rank of Christian virtues. 

Tho English ROBINSO CRUSOE;" is ihe inimitable 

typo of fan in Solitude, and I can easily understand how 

po\\ erfully it would have affected tho morose and melancholy 

imagination of Rous eau.t The type, however, is truly 

religious, truly moral, truly social; and this last quality i as 

prel:iou:.; a,; it is extraordinary in a personage whom misfortune reduces to the 

1110::;t alrolutc isolation. Of the thr e chief duties of an intelligent creature 

towards God, towardti him elf, towanls the creature' which resemble him 

Robin. on rusoc discharged the first two with admirable and touching fervour; 

he is tormented by the need of fulfilling the third, and as quickly as he may he 

does fulfil it, for he wanted but a neighbour to prove that he could love him. 

Whrn. however, this conjuncture takes place, the dramatic interest of the 

,-,tury is at an end. Robin on ru oe has his fields, his plantations, his 

[ • " Rollinson Crusoe" was first published in 1710. There can be little doubt that it was 

~uggested to De Foe by the narrative of Alexander elk.irk, who lived for four years on 

the uninhabited island of Juan Fernandez.-Translator] 

[ t A great French writer, born 1712, died 1775; the author of "Julie," "La. 'ou

vclle II6loi c," and other works. His genius was of a morbid and brooding character ; 

brilliant, but unhealthy Translator. l 
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hot1ses, his kiugdom. 'l'he new-comers will Le Lis workmeu, his servants, 
his tenants, his subjects. 'l'he dearest necesbities of the heart, uevertheless, 
are forgotten in De Foe's immortal work; you nowhere hear the consoling 
voice of womn,n, or the delightful prattle of children; you love nobody, not 
even Crusoe; the sympathy which attracts you to him throughout his 
heroic struggle with destiny is not the result of any tender feeling; it is 
simply the involuntary reaction of your tb.ougL.t upon yourself; it is that 
universal instinct of egotism or pity which associates you in imaginatiuu with the sufferings you yourself might have undergone. 

And would you know up to what point Crusoe has really interested you- -
how great an abstraction has been produced by the desolate position iL 
which the romancist has placed him? Ask yourself what becomes of l,im 
,vhen he quits his island, and admit, frankly, that you have never cared to 
ascertain. Thus, then, in Daniel De Foe's great work there occurs an im 
pressive situation, an action full of disquietude and terror which consfautly 
keeps our curiosity on tho alert, and a purn and tender morality wl1ich 
strengthens the soul. 'l'his is much, it is true, but it is not enough! ·what 
are wanting are those tencler anxieties, those mutual solicitudes, those 
alarms, those joys which we can only share with others; what are wan!ing are, in truth, a father, a wife, and a family. 

The "Robinson Crnsoe" of Daniel Do Foe is a mastc:rpiece; bnt it is &. 
cold masterpiece, and it leaves the heart cold, because the solitary unity of 
the interest rests on a purely exceptional fact; because Crusoe's rnisfortunt1 
astonishes and grieves more than it touches us ; because this man, with his 
courage that impresses and his intelligence that reassures, is, when we come 
to analyze him, nothing but a singular and remarkable individuality, !"€-
moved from all the ties, all the obligations, and all the affections of commor:. 
life. Crusoe is admirable in his resolution, in his activity, i;i_ his ceaseless 
inJustry, and we cannot but admire him; only a romance which excites our 
admiration can never become the book of our heart. We are organized for 
something greater than the mere defence of our material existence against 
those clangers which threaten only ourselves. A most precious moral 
instinct, that which reveals to man all his future, leads him to go in suar.::J. 
of his fellows, to love them, to protect them, to defend them, to serve them 
'l'here is in our bosom a still dee1J voice which cries, with the sage in the play of T erentius :-

Homo sum ; humani nihil a me alienum puto. 
[I am a man, and think nothing human foreign to my sympathies J 

It is not, l10wever, the object of these remarks to raise any spiteful objec
tion against the just re11own of the n.utbor of " Robinson Crusoe." They 
refor simply tu an inevitable inconvenience of his subject, to a fault whirh 
was inherent in the Yery form of his work, and which the episode of Friday
ingenious and pathetic as it is in itself-could nut eompletely get rnl of. 
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Wyss, tho author of the Louk now before m;, <lid nut arrogate to himsel! 

the merit of the in veution-he accepted it, he built upon it, he proclaimed 

himself an imitator and a copyist of an immortal model; but to imitate, as 

:\l. \Vyss has done, is even better than to invent; it is to apply a recognized 

invention to the most important of all possibly useful objects; it is to inspire 

with a soul this artist's figure of clay; it is to give life to Pygmalion's statue. 

" Robinson Crusoe" will ever remain a good and a noble book; but the 

" , wiss Robinson" merits, perhaps, the fir t place among all the works of 

imagination designed for the instruction of wen as well as children, man

hood no less than youth. Seek neither in romances, nor in the most special 

treatises which a tender philanthropy enlightened by scienco has in pired, 

a code of physical, moral, and intellectual education prefefable to it! I wish 

you could di cover such an one, but you will not. Those fortunate combina

tions of heart and genius to which the munificence of 111. de Monthyon has 

appropriated an annual prizet are not altogether so common as he seems 

to have imagined; only three or four occur in a century, and these are not 

all of the same value. Pluche's "Le Spectacle de la Nature," the Abbe 

Gerard's "Comte de Valmont," Filassier's "L'Ami de la Jeunesse," the 

·· Magasin des Enfants" by Madame Leprince de Beaumont; a few others, 

and how few !-apparent rari nante.st-compo e that choice and special 

library which increases so very slowly. Meanwhile, until others are pro

duced, if I bad the honour to exercise any influence on the deliberations of 

the French Academy, I would engage it to bestow the prize yearly on the 

" wiss Robinson" of 111. W y::;s, and to distribute that work yearly among 

our schools. I admit that such au arrangement would not be altogether con

formable to the rigorous stipulations of lllonthyon's will; but I am convinced 

that it would exadly fulfil the donor's intentions. 

The " Swi s Robinson" of M. ·w yss is " Robinson Crusoe " in the bo om 

uf his family. Instead of the ra h and obstinate sailor who struggles again t 

death in a prolonged agony, it is a father, a mother, and their charming 

children. so different in age, character, and ruind, who engage our interest. 

Do not imagine that int ere t i diminished because it is di vi<led. It is 

nmltiplied, on the contrary, by all the ympathies which a family in pires. 

The new author's combination has changed the entire economy of his fable; 

1t tran·ports you from the final abode of a solitary adventurer to the cradle 

of human society. It put:; before you the growth of communities when 

enlightened by God's wi-dorn anc.l uccoure<l by His providence. Crusoe's 

i::iland expand,; before your eye:;; and you may study there the progress of a 

rapid civilization which embrace::; every period of thA world's hi;;tory. 

[ The Baron <le :Monthyon invested, in 17 2, a sum of 12,000 francs (about £450', the 

mterest of which wa · to be pent as an annual prize for some literary work, equally 
1u1:ritorious l1l tyle and sentiment, which the French Academy should pronounce caku

l11t •(I to be most u~eful to society The Baron dieu in l 20, agetl 7 - Tran~lator.] 

: t ".\ ppareot rnri nante m gurgite vusto. '' -Virgil, ,Enei<l, lib. L] 
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The Swiss Robinson is one of those men who has learned mucb from tl1e 
simple but laudable design of gathering knowledge, arnl whom Necessity, 
fhat imperious ruler of minds, suddenly compels to transform all his theories 
into practice. Over man in a natural and unculti vatetl condition he has the 
advantage of instruction; like Adam, he knows the names and properties of 
things-a marvellous boon, which our species possessed in its primitive state. 
which it lost after the Fall, and which it does but slowly recover by collect
mg the discoveries and ideas of past generations; but this precious labour 
of an exalted intelligence our hero has undergone. All that can be known. 
lie knows; all those mysteries of creation which are comprehensible ancl 
useful, have been revealed to him; and that knowledge which springs of 
God while accumulating in a judicious and submissive mind. has contributed 
to strengthen his religious faith. It is such a man as this who is called upon 
to shelter a wife and children-to feed, to clothe, to lodge them in a manner 
suitable to their habits-with the scanty resources of the desert; it is this 
man who succeeds in so great a task by moans of arduou~ laboms, inde
fatigable exertions, and a devout confidence in the unlimited goodness of the 
Master. His hi tory embodies, then, the entire history of man, and even of 
society; it is space enclosed within a narrow boundary; it is time summed 
up in a brief succession of years-the prolonged and patient toil of humanity 
set forth in the internal economy of a small household. It is the pc)culiarl,\· 
attractive and readable summary of an encyclopredia, conceived by men of 
true wisdom. and adapt.eel to our actual needs. 

A moment's reflection suffices to show that M. ,Vyss's plan cm lJraces a 
complete Educational Course, ancl that it conducts the author, in a single 
generation, to the reasonable limits of Progress, understanding the latter 
word in ih; exact value-that is, without regard to the ex1ravagant preten
sions of those impious sophists who are always building Babel! The Swis 
Crusoe asks of ature ali the help which Nature can give to man, anrl 
Nature refuses him nothing, because all creation is at the service of 
humanity. To laborious patience nothing is wanting, to inventive industry 
nothing is wanting, but Jhose things whose need has not yet been experi
enced, and slrnll we say that aught is really deficieut which is not neces
sary? It is true that the Swiss Crusoe's island is more 1han usually 
favoured in its natural producJs; but that we do not find the same resources 
wherever we cast our glances or plant our feet is due to imperfect inquiry, 
or, if we may so speak, to the absence of any absolute and imperious need. 
Who" in populous cities pent" has not trodden di dainfully on the mucb
contemuecl nettle an<l bracken,·:lf never reflecting that these could supply him 

[ * The Common ettle ( Urtica divica), which flourishes in all our hedge-rows, is a plant of great capal.Jilities. Its roots afford a yellow dye; the juice of its stalks and leaves a beautiful green; the young shoots make, when boiled, an excellent dish, and are also esteemed as food for poultry ; the bust fibre supplies the material of yarn and cloth, both of the finest and coarsest kinds. Much, too, may be said in praise of the common lsrake or Bracken (Pteris aquilina). The root stock, ground and mixed with barley, cao 

-

.J 

\ 
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with an agreeable and\\ holesome food, a tissue not inferior to that of hemp, A 

paper far preferable to tlwt which we manufacture at present from cotton. a 

savoury ureacl, a brilliant transparent crystal? 'Truly we are very heedless 

aucl very ungrateful! But the Swiss Crusoe avails him elf of all the gifts 

of Goel, while referring the glory of them to God; he studies, and he learns 

in company with bis pupils, which is an excellent method of t.eaching; every 

discovery leads to an experiment, overy experiment creates some art or sug

gests 01110 handicraft; each day bears its own fruit; all these discoveries. 

all the -e successes, are so many acts of gratitude to the great Creator. See 

how this life is animated by wholesome pursuits, by useful and strengthen

ing labours, by pious aspirations towards a merciful Father, by a sweet and 

tender emulousne s who shall mo t contribute to the happiness of all! 

Show we anywhere a system of primary mstruction which surpasses this, 

ancl whether it comes from Locke, Rousseau, the philosophers, or the Uni

yersity, I promise it befonlhancl my wanJ1est praises! 

CHARLES N ODIER, 

1ll ember of the Frencli Academy 

NOTE BY THE E GLISH 'l'RA SLATOR. 

IN the present Yolume I have followed the French translation by J\Iadame 

Voiart, which is, perhaps, superior even to the original in style; is more 

lucid, spirited, and expressive. This, I believe, is the fin,t unabridgecl 

version offered to t.he English public of a work which has acquired a great 

and well-merited popularity from its happy combinat.ion of instruction and 

amusement. of the interest of romance wit.h the discoveries of science. 

It may be as well, however, that I should caution the young reader on one 

important point. In order to make his expositions of natnral history ae 

complete as po·siblo, tho author of tho " Swiss Family Robinson " <lid nut 

allow him -elf to be trammolletl by geographical consideration , and has col

lected in his imaginary islands a number of plants Urnt are never found 

growing in the same habitat. Ile has even introduced polar animals into a 

tropical region. But in all other respects tho accuracy of our author's 

descriptions cannot Le impugned. w. u . D. A. 

l 70. 

I.Je used for I.Jread; the ashes arc employed in the manufacture of soap and glass; and 
Lhc pbnt also serves for littering cattle, for fodder, and for thatch. The commonest 
things are not always the least useful.-1'ranslator) 
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S'IVTSS family, whom the prospects of fortune summonP<l 

to America, had embarked at Havre on board a merchant 
ve sel intended to transport a body of emigrants to the 

Kew World. A distant reln.tive of :M. Starck (such was 

1he name of ihe head of this family) had recently died. 
bequeathing hi estates to his cousin, on condition that 
the latter settled upon them in America wiih hi children. 

Six individnal,:,-the father, ihe mother, and four chil
dren of different ages and charncters,-composecl this little 
family. The elde t child, who was named Frederick, 
was fifteen years old-a tall handsome boy, full of 

strength and agility, with a clear brain, a good heart, but 
more skilful in physical than in mental exercises ; not, how
ever, c'l.eficient in intelligence, though less clever than his 

brother Ernest. The latter, thirteen year. of age, was of 

a slow. and even a omewhat slothful temperament ; but 

naturally a1teniive, observant, and metliiative, he constantly occupied him

:;;pJf in the pursuit of knowledge. He had a special inclination for natural 

hi,-tory, and had already acquired a wide acquaintance with that fascinating 

cience-the result of hi s experiments and hi observations. 
The third boy, whose name was Ruclly (a pei abbreviation for that of 

Rudolph), wa twelve years old. A fmnk, talkative giddy-pate, he was 

somewhat pre umptuou . bold, and enterprising, but withal an excellent lad, 

who e good qualities of heart compensated for the levity of his dispo ition. 

Finally llw youngest of all. whom his mother ancl brother agreed in 

calling "Little Fritz." wa a hoy only eight years of age, very lively hut 

wry gentle. whose studie harl been retarded by a feeble childhood. Ile 

knew nothing as yet; hut being attentive and obedient. would quickly 

acquire that degree of instruction proper for his age and talent . 
:,1. tarck wa n man in tho prime of life, n sincere Christian. 

wholly d.evoted to the exact discharge of his dnties a. a citizen and 

a father. The arlrnirahle edncation which he had rcceivec'I., comhinNl 
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with Lis extensive reading, enabled him to bring up his children 
under his own eye, and to accustom them at an early age to those 
habits of order and industry to which he bimself owed the prosperity ho 
had hitherto enjoyed. Ile was desirous that Practice should go hand in 
h::mcl with 'l'heory, and especially that his sons should supply themsel,es 
with a variety of things for which the majority of children too frequently 
invoke the assistance of their servants and seniors. While still in their 
childhood. therefore, they learned to handle with tolerable adroitness the 
saw and hammer, and not a plank or a nail was fixed in the house without 
displaying the more or less skilful handiwork of the y01mg carpenters. 
Bred up in the country, and almost all of tliem gifted with a robu t consti
tution, they learned to brave, without danger to their health, the heat, tho 
colu , the rain, and all the extremes of the different seasons. Accustomed 
to visit the stables and outhouses of their father's farm, they were neither 
afraid of horses, or cattl0. nor of any other kind of domestic animals. At 
need they could even feed, harne~s, or drive them. Their father, while 
thus inuring 1.hem to labour and fatigue, was anxious not only to strengthen 
their constitution, and to lift them above the thousand puerile fears which 
children too often feel at the sight of animals, but to give tltem that prac
tical knowledge of tho things of common life which can never be acquired 
from books, ::mcl which, Ly tcachillg chiklren to rely on their own resources, 
eventually makes tltem more useful io their follow-men, and onclows 
them with a noble independence. Little did he thiuk, however-this wise 
and thoughtful father-that in this way he was providing his sons with 
the means, not only of extricating themselves from the most terrible 
dangers, but more, of ensming their prosperity and the welfare of all their family. 

M. Starck's admirable wife, whom be most frequently called "my good 
Elizabeth." was the true type of "a mother of a family." Solely occupied 
with the cares of her household, she ruled therein with gentleness and good 
humour. Her love for her children was as enlightened as it was profound; 
the earnest piety which inspired her soul preserved her from a misjudged 
weakness towards their faults, but it was seldom that her mil cl remonstrances 
proved in ffectual to control them ; their respect for her was equal to their affection. 

Summoned, as we have said. to take possession of a rich inheritance in 
the Jew W orlcl, M. Starck, in the hope of securing for his family a more 
advantageous future, did not hesitate to bid farewell to his country ancl 
embark for Philadelphia. The beginning of their voyage was singularly 
fortunate. According to his time-honoured custom, 1\1. Starck took advan
tage of the novel circumstances which surrounded tl1em to augment bis 
chilrlren ', stock of practical knowledge. The orcler anrl admirable arrange
m1mt which prevailed on board 1he vessel, the intelligent and well-regulated 
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toib of its crew, fhr wonders of t11e compass, the capabilities of the helm. 

all those grand achievements of the art of navigation wherein the power: of 

calculation and equilibrium work so many nrnrvels, were, during the voyage. 

a. daily and inexhaustible source of instruction and a. tonishrnent for the 

son of 1\1. Starck. They learnecl from the sailors to make and unmake 

those . eamen's knots which are at once so simple and so indissoluhle; thry 

exerci eel themselves in hauling in the cables, in working the cap tan; ancl 

"·hen the carpenter had any repairs to make, were ever ready to assist him. 

Frederick laboured industriously with an enormous auger; Ruclly with hi. 

mallet dealt heavy blows on f.he wooden plugs; and if Ernest clirl not appear 

to take so inclu trious a part as his brothers, he was not tho less busy in 

making a host of curious or useful observations on the manner in which the 

artizan executed his tasks. whethrr he shifted, almost unaided, huge logs 

of timber, or raised them by means of the lever ;-in a word, nothing escaped 

hi vigilance, and he thus enriched his mind and memory with nmnerons 

fncts which were destined soon to prove of great utility. 

They had already reached lat. 40° .r .. and all things conspired to chori. h 

the hope that in ten clays their voyage would be ended, when snclclenly the 

winds, hitherto favourable, completely changed, and raged with such fury 

that, spite of all the skill an<l energy of the crew, their ship was driven out 

of her course, a wanderer in unknown seas. A terrible storm aro. e, and for 

ten day and nights continued to increase in vehemence. In these trrrible 

circum. tances 1\I. Starck and his elclest son, the only one who could fake an 

ac1ive part at tho pumps, evinced the utmost zeal ancl self-devotion. But 

at length. overcome by fatigue, they threw themselves on a mattress in the 

• tern-cabin, whore the mother, smT0uncled by her chikhen, knelt in prn.yer, 

and commended to the mercy of God tho chorishecl objects of her affection. 

·while they thus snatched a brief repose, a great clamour was heard upon 

,leek .... 
But ,Ye shall now lcaYo l\L Starck himself lo continue the narrnfiye of 

1 hi. deplorable eYent, as well a. of the sf rnnge inciclrnts which follo"c<l. fay 

its pcm al prove agrreahlo to our young readers, while demonstrating this 

important truth, that whatever the srveri1y of the mi . fortunes wi1h which 

1t is the will of God at time to chasten ns, Providence nevl'r abanrlons 

those who <lo not abandon them. elves! 





SWISS 

THE 

FAMILY ROBINSON. 

CHAPTER I. 

Again she plunges ! hark ! a second shock 
Bilges the splitting vessel on the rock: 
Down on the vale of death, with dismal cries, 
The fatal victims shuddering cast their eyes 
In ,vild despair ; while yet another stroke, 
·with strong convulsion rends the solid oak: 
Ah, IIeavcn '-behold her crashing ribs divide! 
She loosens, parts, and spreads in ruin o'er the tide. 

FALCONER : The Shipwreck. 

- it~- IX days the storm had raged in un
;: ~ bridled fury. On the seventh, far 

, ... J 

from . bowing any sign. of abatement, 
it seemed to increase in violence. 
'\Ve were driven towards the south-

east, and no one knew in what region 

we hould find our elve ; the hip, 
all who e mast had gone by the 

board, leaked heavi.ly · her crew 
. ' ' 

, pent "·ith o many weary claY' and 
alccplc .. night:, no loncrcr adclrc .. ed them. elves to a toil which 

they consiclcrccl u ele . . : instead of the u. ual oath. or noi. y song , 

only tanly ejaculation of devotion, or low moans of cl., pair, might 

uow be heard ; in a " ·orrl th alarm and tenor were general, and 
2 
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while recommending their souls to God's mercy, everybody thou6ht 
only how they might ave their lives. 

"Children," I said to my four sons, whom fear ),ad almost 
Btupefied, " Goel alone can rescue us, and if it be His plea ure He 
will do so. Should He in His wisdom order otherwise, we must 
submit; we shall be reunited in heaven never again to separate." 

On hearing these words, whieh prepared her for a terrible 
catastrophe, my worthy wiCe dried her tean;, her lips murmured 
one last brief prayer; then she recovered her composure; she 
strove to reassure her chillhen-who were nestling round her
with a courage and a strength of soul of which I myself was 
incapable; for I felt my heart breaking with agony at the thought 
of the fate which threatened the cheri, lied objects of my tender
ness. 

A common feeling impelletl us to our knees, and a devout and 
earnest prayer arose to the God of mercy, in whom alone we con
fided for our salvation. I perceived in this circumstance how even 
the childi h heart can soar above all selfi. h thoughts, and draw 
from prayer the, trengtl1 it needs to resist the pressure of ndvcrsity. 

.\ 
I 

'Ill. 

l 1 
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Frederick my eldest son, prayed aloud: he entreated the Divine 

Ruler to ::;ave his parents aml bis brothers; he seemed to forget 

his own clanger in thinking of that which menaced us ; and, for a 

few moments, all my young family, inspired by this generou. 

emotion, felt their terrors sub icle. l\Iy tru t in Providence waxed 

stronger : " Will not our Lord have pity upon them? "-I said to 

myself, ,vith throbbing· heart-" they invoke him with so much 

love ancl such earne t faith ! " 

uchlenly we heard, above the roar of the waves which cla het1 

and clanged agaiH. t our fate<l vessel, the cry of the look-out man : 

" Land ! land ! " At the same moment the ship rccei ved a shock 

so t nible that it sent us reeling from side to sic1e; it was followe,l 

hy a dull, hoarse cracking, and by a sound of" water pouring i11 

with a violence which convinced me that the ve sel's brn:ulsicle had 

stnu:k against 
a rock; we 
were ashore ! 
.A voice, which 

I recognized as 
our captain's, 
shouted, " ,v e 
are lost! Low

er the boats ! 
Qui<.:k, quick, 
my men, the 
boats!" TVe arc 
lost I Tha,t 

sharp cry of 

anguish penc
tralctl my very 
. oul a it was 

rcpcatctl by my 
·hilclrcn with 

a terrible ex

pre. s1v ne ... 
,Vith a. . trong 

effort, endeav-
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ouring to control myself,-" Courage!" I exclaimed; "we are stil1 
above the water; the shore is close at lrnml; anc.l God never for
sakes those who trust themselves; I will go and see what hope 
remain. to us of safety." 

I ascended to the deck. The torrents of rain and the furious 
billows which swept it prevented me at first from standing up
right. At length I contrived to steady myself by clinging to the 
shattered stump of the main-mast. Imagine my consternation when 
I discovered that all the crew had deserted the vessel ! I could 
perceive the boats pushing off filled with men, and a sailor cutting 
tl1e rope which until then had held the last alongside. I ran to 
the main-chains-I cried-I commanded-I implored-but all in 
vain ; my voice was drowned by the roar of the storm ; ancl 
whether it was that the billows swelling mountain-high prevented 
the fugitives from perceiving my signals of distress, or that the 
tumult of the sea rendered it impossible for them to return, I was 
doomed to watch the boats driving through the waves with frigLt
ful speed, and to feel that all hope of succour must be abandoned! 
Yet, frightful as was this thought, I experienced an emotion of joy 
on tliscovering that the water, which already overwhelmed a part 
of the vessel, only rose to a certain height, and that my family, 
gathered in the stern-cabin, were consequently out of any im
mediate clanger. 1 then cast my anxious ga7,e to the southward, 
where I made out, through the rain and fog, and at no great 
distance, the outline of a coast, tolerably wild, it is true, in ap 
pearance, but to attain which, in this dread conjuncture, became 
the object of all my desires. 

Although deeply affected by the position in which our desertion 
by the crew had placed us, I assumed, on returning to my family, 
a composure which I was very far from experiencing. 

"Dearest," I exclaimed, as I entered the cabin, "be of good 
heart ! All hope is not yet lost ! In truth, our ship is fa t 
a-ground, but the water does not reach the main-deck; and if in 
the morning the wind and sea go down, it will not be impossible, 
I think, to gain the shore; it is close at hand.'' 

This vague assurance . uddenly tranquillized my children ; and, 
with the sanguinene s natural to their age and inexperience. they 
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were not slow in rcganling a, positive what, alas ! was as yet very 

doul>tf ul: they even Legan to congratulate themselves on the event 

which, by rendering the vessel fat and immovable, had relieved 

them from the tenible o cillations that had afilicteLl them so 

severely during the voyage, and especially since the beginning of 
the storm. But my wife, more accustomed to penetrate my secret 

rlioughts, discovered the deep anguish which I strove to conceal. 

A io-n from me made known to her our for aken condition; but 

I felt my courage revive when I aw that her tru:t in God was 

nowi. e haken. Let u. take ome food." she ai<l " and our 

mind ,,·ill be trenathen <l a. well a._ our bo<l.ie' · the approach

ing nio-ht will perhap,, be one of great suffering, and we mu ' t 

be prepared to undergo whatever trials Goll may , ee fit to 

orrbin." 
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She immediately began to make ready the chilclren's supper, 
according to her usual crn;tom. 1'hey all ate heartily, while my 
wife and I forced ourselves to swa 1low a few mouthfuls. Soon 
afterwards our boys :flung their ·weary limbs upon their beds, and 
fell sound asleep. Frederick alone, who felt more keenly than his 
brothers, because he more clearly understood the danger of our 
condition, seemed desirous of sharing om mournful vigil. 

" Father," he suddenly exclaimed, " I have thought of a means 
of safety. Let us make for mother and my brothers a kind of 
swimming-jacket; I mean, let us fasten under their arms some 
pieces of cork or empty bottles, to support them in the water; as 
for you and me, father, I think we can swim without difficulty, 
and with no other help than our strong arms ! " 

"The idea is excellent," I replied; "and we must directly devise 
the means of carrying it out, that we may be to-night prepared for 

t 
,, 

a;iy even . 

In our cabin were stored several small casks and tin boxe~ 
which had contained the provisions for our long voyage; I thought 
them exactly fitted for our present purpose. '\Ve fastened them 
together in pairs, leaving between each a space of about a foot; 
and my wife attached some stout straps to sling them under oul' 
arms. As soon as these novel trajectories were completed, and 
firmly strapped on the shoulders of om poor little ones, who 
underwent this preparation almost without waking, we waited 
patiently the return of day, in the hope that if the ship broke up 
(luring the night, we might contrive, partly by swimming arnl 
partly by floating, to reach the shore in safety. 

I persuaded my son to take some repose, for the toils of the day 
had prostrated him, and it was not long before he fell asleep: my 
wife and I continued our watch. We passed the night-the 
longest anJ most terrible of our lives-in a E>tate of incessant 
aln,rm; listening to every sound, and trembling at each wovement 
of the shattered vessel, lest we should be overtaken by some new 
disaster. What sad reflections thronged thickly on our minds! 
What plans, as quickly banished as conceived! But ah, what 
ardent prayers rose from the depths of our anguished hcartl:i 
towards an All-merciful and All-powerful God I 

T 

't 

I' 

G 

n, 

o: 



A FA}lILY COUNCIL. 23 

_\.t leugth the night pas ed away, and without any accident. 

Toward ' morning the wind went down ; the sky brightened; anJ 

the dawn, breaking on a cloudless horizon, foretold a day of calm. 

\Vith reinvigorated heart I summoned my wife and children upon 

lled:, whither I had already ascended: my sons at first were strudi: 

dumb with surprise at seeing none of their companions. "Where, 

then, are all our people? " they exclaimetl; " why have they de

parted without us? how shall we finish our voyage?" 

" ly dearest boy , He who has protected us hitherto will know 

how to preserve u and free us from our present peril : let this 

teach you to rely only upon Heaven and your own energies. The 

comrade in whom we placed so much confidence have pitile sly 

abandoned us in the hour of clanger; but there remain to us Goll 

and the understanding which He has given us; let us bow before 

the one, and turn the other to advantage. ' Help thyself, and 

God ·will help thee,' is a maxim we never should forget. Now, 

my children, to \\·ork ! Let us contrive some means of quitting 

this wreck, and gaining the shore, which looms yonder at no great 

\li tance." 
We di ens eel the matter together. Frederick, who was a bold 

swimmer, held stoutly to his original proposition, and even under

took to guide his mother with one arm while he swam with the 

other. 
" You, 1Japa, can conduct my two brothers; and Erne tis strong 

enough, with the help of these two casks, to accomplish the passage 

alone." 
Erne t, omewhat low and lethargic by nature, did not relish 

the propo al. "It would be better," he said, "to construct a raft, 

and then all of u might set out together." 

'' 1uloubtedly," I repliell; "if it' con truction were not a task 

beyond our strength, and, at the ame time, a very hazardou 

embarkation. Let U::, think of ome other plan; but first we will 

go over the hip; the examination may uggest some idea capable 

of being more ca ily carried ouL." 
Imm diately ,re all began to e. ·plorc the ve · el. For my part, 

I first vi ited the ·aboo e, where the provision and fre h water 

were Htored, for the thought troubled me how all my people woulJ 
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be fed. My wife aml little Fritz went in search of the lJoultry aurl 
domestic animals, which, forgotten two whole days in the press of 
our misfortunes, were dying of hunger and thirst. 

As soon as Frederick had discovered the powder-room, Ernest 
repaired to the carpenter's stores, and Rmlly to the captain's cabin; 
bnt he had scarcely opened the door before two dog·s burst forth, 
and in their joy at recovering their liberty, brought our little boy 
to the ground with their noisy caresses. 

Rudly was at first much alarmed by the strange apparition, but 
he soon recovered himself; and as hunger had rendered the poor 
animals very tractable, found no difficulty in mastering them. 
Taking each by the ear he led them upon deck, wbither I had 
already returned. His brothers arrived also from their various 
quarters: Frederick brought two fowling-pieces, some lead, and a 
small cask of gunpowder; Ernest carried an axe, a hammer, and a 
pair of pincers. He had filled his cap with nails of all sizes, an<l 
a chisel and half-a-dozen gimlets projected from bis pockets. Not 
one of us but contributed something to the general store; even 
little Fritz presented a box in which he had found, he said, "some 
pretty hooks." 

"Truly," said I, after I had examined his treasure-trove, "our 
youngest bas made the best discovery; Fritz's 'little hooks' are 
good strong fish-hooks, which will, perhaps, do more to support 
our lives than anything else in the whole vessel. Thus it is, my 
ehildren, that good fortune in this life often falls to thm,e wbo seek 
and understand it least." 

"As for me," said my wife, "I bring nothing but good news: 
I have found a cow, an ass, two goats, and seven sheep, as well as 
a fat sow, still alive; and as I have given them plenty of food, 
they ,vill, perhaps, supply our wants if it be the will of Goel we 
should remain some time on this frail shelter." 

" Undoubtedly," I exclaimed, my mind recalled to our most 
pressing anxiety, " your intelligence is very pleasing; but the 
difficulty is not yet solved. Yon, Rudly, for instance, in your 
eoncern for your favourite animals, have brought nothing useful ; 
what woul<l you have us do with a couple of dogs? Th ey are 
only two mouth:-; more to feed." 
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' But, papa, ' replied the child, caressing his favourites, " when 

we are a hore they will help us in the chase." 
" Very true; 1ut first "·e must get there, and you will not 

nccornpli. b the pa. sage, I suppo e, on the back of your dogs." 

" Oh ! " said Rudly, with chagrin, "if I hacl but the great 

tub mamma formerly u 'eel in her washing, and in which 1 
paclcllc1l upon the lake at home, I would soon manage to carry 

you all a hore : I would go much farther than that with my 
boat." 

His words fell on my mind like a ray of light. 

"Blessed be the fortunate suggestion," I cried; "though it 

issued only from a child's month. My God, I thank thee! Follow 

me, children; come, aw, hammer, nails, gimlets! We are going 

to work, I can promise you." 
In a few word. I explained my iclea, anrl we immediately 

descendetl into the hohl, where I had noticed some large casks 

floating in the water with which it was filled. After several 

f ruitle , attempts, we ucceeded, at length, in getting po ses ion o[ a 

few of them and rolled them on the upper deck, which was nearly 

level with the waves. lade of substantial oak, and bound with 

strong irnn hoops, I found them well fitted for my object; aml, 

with the help of my wil'e arnl eldest son, sawecl them in halves. J 
rhu. obtained eight small tubs, each about three feet in diameter 
and four in height. 

I then sought out a long flexible plank, on which 1 arranged 

my tnb., placing them sitle by side in a row, and allowing my 

plank to project beyond them both in front and rear so that it 

wa b nt or curved like a ship's keel; we then ecurecl them 

with heavy nails through their bottoms, and some strong bolts, 

of \\'hich Erne, t had found a quantity in the carpenter's workshop. 

Thi. fir t operation concluded, we enjoyed an interval of re t 

aml took ome refreshment for the reader will unn.er ·tantl that the 

unaccu. tomcd labour ha(l greatly faticrued u.· ; we then resumea 

our work with redoubled ardour. Fortunat ly. we had e.·cellent 

tool . antl a plentifu1 , upply of nail arnl timb r. Two other 

plank. of equal length I fa ten eel along the ·i,le. of rn:· tub, . ·o 

that their extn,rnitie , held together hy bolt~, formed, as it were, 
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the bow of my boat, while at the stern they were cut away at an 
acute angle, and. also dosely fastened. Although we had laboured 
with the utmost energy, it was nearly evening before our work 
assmnecl any appearance of completeness. "When it was :finished, 
we found a difficulty in conveying it from our dockyard to the sea; 
our feeble arms, it is true, had managed to collect the different parts, 
but it was impossible for them to move the whole. I comforted 
my children on this point by bringing them acquainted with an 
instrument whose effects seemed absolutely marvellous; I mean 
the screw-jack, a machine composed of a toothed iron wheel, set in 
motion by a winch; the said winch gradually raising an iron pincer, 
by whose agency the heaviest burdens can be lifted. While I sent 
two of my sons in search of this machine, I sawed a stout spar into 
several short rollers; and fixing the s<..:rew-jack under the bow of 
my boat, I turned the hamlle: slowly rose the mass, and one of 
the children placed the woollen rollers under the keel in such wise 
as to propel the boat towards the place where I intended to launch 
it. All these operations were sufficiently protracted, aml Rudly 
especially was astonished at the slowness with which I turned the 
!Janelle of the jack. 

" It is better to go slowly than not at all, my son. It has been 
proved by numerous observations, and it is a principle of the science 
called Mechanics, that every machine loses in power what it gains 
in rapidity, just as it loses in rapidity whatever it acquires in 
power. The screw-jack is not intended to move swiftly, but to 
raise heavy weights, and the better it fulfils this function, the 
slower will be its action." 

"But," replied the little unbeliever, "you have only to turn the 
handle a little quicker." 

"You would break the spring which regulates the movement of 
the wheel, and that is all you ·would gain. It is not a question of 
time; with patience and intelligence we come to the end of every
thing, my son; an(l, aided by these two powers, I hope to bring 
our enterprise to a ::;uccessful conclusion." 

In fa<..:t, thanks to the wooden rollers on which our improvised 
uoat now rested, it quickly g1ic1e<l with majestic motion towanls 
the rnaiu-drn.irn; of 1..lw :-,lii1J, wLu:-,e uru.ulsicle having Leen heavily 
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I fixed two portions of a topsail-yard, cut of equal length, one over 
the prow, the other across the stern, but in such a manner that they 
could easily be moved. The end of each I forced into the bung
hole of an empty cask, so that the water coulrl not enter. 

It now only remained to clear the way for our departw-e. T he 
great breach in the vessel's sine afforded a very convenient passage; 
I haLl only to saw off some projecting timbers on either hand for 
my wife and children to get through with facility . Hauling in the 
boat's cable, I easily drew it alongside; but by the time all these 
preparations were completed the day was far advanced, ann we 
judged it advisable to defer our expedition until the morrow. 
We were in want of oars, and had al o to consider what useful 
articles it would be best to carry with us. We resolved, therefore, 
to spend another night in the ship, which had undergone no further 
injury, while we, too, had grown familiar with the perils of our condi
tion. We took only the precaution of equipping our children and 
ourselves with thenatatory apparatus devised bymy eldest son, in case 
of any night-alarm; and I advised my wife to throw off her femi
nine costume, which was ill adapted for such critical circumstances, 
and to clothe herself in a sailor's garb, which would giYe her 
greater freedom of movement. She corn;ented, though not with
ont some repugnance, to this species of transformation. "\Ve then 
supped, and after I had assured myself that no immediate cause of 
anxiety exi ted, we addressed our grateful prayers to the God of 
mercy who had so visibly protected us. Afterwards each of us 
sought his couch, to prepare himself, by invigorating repose, 
for the labours of the morrow. 

,Ye awoke at daybreak, for Hope is no less an enemy to sleep 
than Sorrow or Despair. After our usual morning prayers and a 
frugal breakfast, I finished all my arrangements for our depar
ture, advising my children to supply themselves with whatever 
they considered indispensable necessaries. and my wife to provide 
the liv('-stock on board ship with several days' fodder: '' for,' 
arldecl I , "if our expedition succeeds, we shall probably return for 
them." 

Our new ship's cargo consisted of a barrel of gunpowder: three 
fowling-pi eces; three mnskets; two pair of pocket-pistols; one 
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pair of horse-pisto]s; bn11, shot, and lead, as much as we could 
carry, and a bullet-mould. 

In addition, my children ancl wife each bore a well-stocked 
game-bag, of which we had found several among the effects of 
the ship's officers. I placed a case of portable soup in the boat, 
another of biscuits, a barrel of herrings and other comestibles, with 
an iron pot, some fishing-tackle, a chest of nails, and one of car
penter's tools, and finally, enough canvas to make a tent . I was 
compelled to limit our choice to articles of absolute needfulness; 
but although I substituted these for the ballast thrown in the 
night before, the frailty of our skiff prevente<l us from carrying all 
I wanted. 

Everything at last ,·ms ready. We had implored the blessing 
of Heaven upon our enterprise, and were on the point of embark
ing, when the cocks suddenly crowed a kind of melancholy farewell. 
It occurred to me immediately that these might easily be taken 
,.vith us; " for," said I, "if we cannot feed them here, perhaps they 
can feed us there." My opinion was unanimously adopted: we 
went in quest of the poultry; and soon I had the safo,faction of 
seeing one of the tubs stocked 1Yith ten hens and two cocks, who 
'i'rnre covered over with a cloth to prevent them from flying away. 
As for the geese, the ducks, and the pigeons, we gave them their 
freedom, convinced. that they would reach the shore more quickly 
n.nd more easily than ourselves, some by air, the others by water. 

My children had seated themselves in the boat, and we only 
awaited my wife's arrival to cast off. As I knew her good qualities 
of foresight aud prudence, I felt assured her absence was caused by 
some useful labours; and soon, indeed, she made her appearanee, 
carrying a tolerably heavy bag. " This," said she, as she threw it 
into the tub where Fritz was seated, " is my bit of wisdom." I 
thought it was meant to provide the child with a more comfortable 
seat, and gave the matter no further consideration. Then I cut 
the cable, and pushed off. In the fir t compartment sat my wife; 
in the second, and by her side, was Fritz; Frederick:, in the third, 
kept guard over our munitions, which, together with the poultry, 
completely filled np the fourth; our provisions f:;tocked the fifth; 
Rudly, and various domestic implements, occupied the sixth, 
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Wnere wa. Ernest? In the seventh, surrounded by all sorts of 
too] ; while I, the father and commander, standing in the eighth 
and last, steered with my utmost skill the frail and unseaworthy 
shallop in which was gathered all that I held most dear . 

As ,rn began to increase our distance from the wreck, the poor 
dugs whom Ruclly bad found in the captain's cabin, bowled loudly 
their regret at our unexpected departure. Then springing into 
the sea, as if by a common impulse, they swam vigorously after us. 
Their weight prevented us from taking them on board; for one, 
whom ·we called Turk, was an English mastiff, and Juno, the other, 
a noble animal of Dani h descent. At firnt I feared they woul<1 
be unable to accomplish so great a distance; but by occasionally 
resting their fore-paws on our stern outrigger, they kept up wi Lh us 
easily. 

Onr navigation was tedious, but safe; the sea was tranquil, ancl 
bore us to the shore on gently swelling waves; not a cloud obscuretl 
the fair serenity of heaven. Around us floated numerous barrels, 
casks, and chests, which had broken loose from ihe wreck. Thinking 
they might possibly contain some provisions, I endeavoured to lay 
hohl of them; and Fre<lerick having slung them tog0ther wiih a 
rope, we continued our voyage, towing them alongside. 

As we neared ihe shore, it seemed to lose somewhat of it bare 
and dreary asped. Frederick's eagle-glance tlistingni~hecl various 
tree , some of which lie said were palms. Ernm;t, an an1cnt 
naturalist, coultl not restrain his joy, nncl related to his brothers 
the marvellous properties of the palm; describing the wine which 
it yielded, the milk, the butter, and a nut far more savoury ihan 
any grown in European woods . Upon my expressing a n•gret 
that I had forgotten ihe captain's telescope, Ruclly put in my 
hands a small marine glass which he had fournl in the pilot's cabin, 
and which provecl very useful in enabling me to seloct a landing
place. 

After truo-o-lino- stoutly ao·ain. t the current·, whose force threat-oo O 0 

encd to sweep us out to sea, I contrived to steer my boat towards 
the mouth of a small stream, which pomecl it sparkling waters into 
the bosom of the ocean, and formed a little Lut convenient ba~', 
where our ducks and geese appeared to await our arrival and in 
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dicate the channel. I approacheu. with caution a point of tl1e rocky 

coa t, which wa. about the height of our tubs, with water deep 

enough to float our shall op . 

.;..: 
-~- , <\,r-~ 

Our landing wa · , peedily act:ompli heel. Everybody who coulcl 

leaped a. horc, and e,Ten little Fritz tried to crawl out of his tul>, 

which was higher than him. elf, but was glacl in the eml to avail 

him. elf of hi:-; mother's help. rrhe dogs, who had reached lPrmfirmr1 

before uR, received us with joyous barks. The geese arnl clucks, 

wimming in the bay, maintained an inces ·ant clamour; and these 

sounds mi1wling with the hrill cries of the penguins and other 

ca-bird perched upon the neighbouring rocks, swelled into a wild 

a str, ngc, but not an unplca ·ing· harmony. 

Our first care, "hPn saf ,}y landed, was to fa11 on our knee , ant1 

"ilh a f't,eling of the liveliest and knderel-t 0 Tatitmlc, to thank our 

he,weuly Proteetor and comn1<.'1Hl our future to His almighty 

o·ooc1ness . '\Ve then procccllecl to unload our argo. y. Ah, how 

rieh we consillered ourselYc,· with the little we had contri,,ecl to 

saye ! Iy wife r ]0a. eel the poultry arnl ,·ct them free to fo11ow 

their own d ,yfres, for as yet we had neither foocl for them nor 

hclkr. I l>nsiecl my:elf in selecting a suitable locality for our 

tent nrnl our night quart 1 s. OYer a long- . par one encl of ,Yhiel1 

I thrust into n. ft .. sme or the roek, "'hile the other extr0mity \\'as 

·npport ll liy a fl,rkcl1 pole plautell firml:v in the .. and, I extend cl 

th all\' ft.' whieh we hncl broug·ht with u:. Thus, a.' if by magic, 

a tent was ·on trnctcll of l-uflit:icnt size tn n.ccommoclate all my 

family. '\Y f' , tcallicll the silles by 1oarling the C\19,·e · of the . ail 

with che. t .. hnrr +,. niHl nth er l1t',1YY ohjt>CL', while to the opeuing 
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in fro11t we fixed a few hooks, that we migl1t close it <luring the 
night. 

I now dispatcher!. my sons to gather a qnantity of graRs and. moss, 
and spread it on the sanrl. to dry in the warm sunshine, that we 
might not be compelled to sleep upon the bare earth. Meanwhile, 
I sought along the bank of the stream for some large smooth stones, 
and with these erected a rucle fire-place at a short distance from the 
tent. With a quantity of driftwood which the sea had cast upon 
the shore I kindled a glorious fire, whose crackling, leaping flames 
soon rejoiced our eyes. The iron pot filled with water was placed 
upon it; my wife, with little Fritz assisting in the character of 
cook, cut up a few cakes of portable soup, and prepared our dinner. 
The child, whom his mother had employed to break up some biscuit 
into small pieces for the pottage, seemed greatly surprised at these 
arrangements. 

" M:amma," said he, "what are you going to do with t1rnt thick 
glue? and how can you make any soup when we have no meat, 
ancl there is no butcher's shop where ,ve can get it?" 

'' What you mistake for glue," she replied, "is the jelly of meat 
;n a condensed state, and so prepared that no air can get at it. By 
this means men are able to carry with them a sufficient 1mpply for 
long voyages, when meat would not keep, and it would be im
possible to load the ship with enough cattle to provide for the 
wants of a numerous crew." 

Meanwhile Freel had loaded his gun, and proceecled along the 
sea-shore. Ernest, reflecting that it might be neither safe nor 
pleasant to penetrate into the recesses of a desert island, also directeL1 
his steps towards the sea, while Ruclly commenced exploring the 
weedy rocks in search of mussels, whose existence he had noticed 
on landing. For myself, I was occupied in hauling ashore the two 
casks which we had t.owecl to our boat, when a sudden and piercing 
cry made me hasten precipitately in Ruclly's direction. I founn 
l1im up to his knees in a sballow pool among the rocks; a large 
lobster had seized him by the legs, and from its grasp the poor 
boy vainly endcavomecl to rdea e himself. I plunged immediately 
into the water. At my unexpected approach the animal retreated; 
but , watching my opportunity: I contri.vecl to seize him by the 
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11,irlcl], of his ho<lv. with a llne mi trust of his claws nucl pmcer~. 
9,nd striking him with a stick which I carried in my h:rnd d1 aggccl 
him a hore, to the inten. e gratification of my little on, consoled 
fcir his fright by the capture of so noble a prey. 

Lomn~m (Homarus'. 

But in hi. eagerne ·. to exhibit it to his mother, he forgot the 
,ize of the cru,tacean. ~foreover, as it lay perfectly motionless, 
Rrnlly thought it was dead. Without a moment' he.·itation, there
fore, he took it up in his arms; bnt the lob. ter had only been 
, tunneJ by the blow he had rec·ei vecl, and with its tail gave his 
captor so violent a blow on the face, that he let it drop, and, with 
mingled feeling. of anger an<l pain, bur. t into tears. "Learn from 
thi incident," niJ I, "to be cautious how you handle an animal 
capable of <lefending it. elf." I then put an encl to the lobster 
"'ith a tone, and Ruclly, recoYering his good temper, bore it tri
umphantly towanls the fireplace where hi, mother was cooking 
our repast. 

"i\Iamma, mmnrna ! " he cried, a. he approache<l, "a lobster! 
Erne t ! A sea-crab ! ·where i, Frederick? Take care, Fritz, 
or he'll bite you tenibly ! I caught him yonder. clown by the 
shore; the ra. cal eized hold of my leg, and would have woundecl 
me, had I uot been dre , ed in a . tout pair of seaman'8 trou. ·ers
oh. it i: a frightful mon. ter ! " 

Erne t had been attracted to the spot by his brother's cries. 
After curiou. ly xamining the lob ter, he agely advised that it 
should be cooked in the broth having read omewhere, he re
mark d that . onp maue of crab. wa. an exeellent dish. l\1y wife 
received th, propo.-al coolly; she feared to poil her broth; but br 
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underlook to cooktheanima] separately with all possible care, aml tlia t 
H.uclly should have the largest claw as his portion; "for, indeed, my 
boy," said she, passing her hand caressingly over his forehead, "you 
arc the first, and as yet the only person, who has discovered any
thing good, and contributed it to the general stock of the eom
munity." 

Ernest having returned from his walk empty-hamled, seemed 
to feel a slight reproach in the eulogium bestowed. on his brother. 

"As for that," said he, " I also found some excellent provisions, 
but I could not secure them without ·wetting my feet, and-" 

"Bah," cried Rutlly, "I know what it was! Some filthy mussels 
not fit to eat_! vVhile, as for my lobster, that now is a first-rate 
dainty, is it not, rnamma?" 

"13ut if it was oy ten;," rejoined Ernest, "perhaps my treasure
lrove would not be considered so despicable, and I should not be 
astonished if they were oysters from the manner in which they 
adhered to the rock, the shallowness of the water, and other 
signs-" 

(( Now, my dear professor"-for such was the title we sometimes 
bestowed on Ernest when he made an unnecessary display of hi, 
learning-'( since you saw all these things ::;o clearly," said hi. 
mother, "be goon enough to go in search of some proof of your 
valuable discovery. In our position we must neglect nothing, and 
above all must not be afraid of wetting our feet, or of any other 
little inconvenience, when called upon to co-operate for the general 
good." 

Ernest immediately started, accompanied by Rudly, who knew 
no greater pleasure than that of dabbling in the water: while his 
brother sought for a few stepping-stones, he plunged in boldly, and 
each being provided with an iron-pointed stick, they quickly 
loosened from the rocks a quantity of splendid oysters, returning 
with both their hamlkerchiefs well filled. When turning the rock, 
our young naturalist made another discovery: in a corner, from 
which the sea had receded, he caught sight of a white and shining 
su bstancc. Having tasted it, he felt certain it was salt; and 
instead of satisfying himself with the mere plea ure of the dis
covery, resolved to profit by it; he filled a large mussel-shell anrl 
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brought it to his mother, who received this new acqui:sition with 

evident plea ure. " This indeed is a trensure l" ·he exclaimed; 

"th::mks to you, Ernest, our soup will now 1e somewhat nvoury." 

"But why not put sea-·water in your broth, mamma, to salt it?" 

inquired Rmlly. 
"Because," replied Erne -t, ".ea-water is bitter as well as alt, 

as you may convince yourself by tasting it." 

'' Many thanks, my dear brother," said Rmlly, spinning round 

on one toe; « I leave that to you." 

Having hauled a bore the Yarious casks and chests which con

tained our goods and chattel , I now returned to the cuisine, where 

my wife wa busily stirring her pot with a tick. Ta ting its con

tents, she announcecl that the soup was ready. 

« Come then," said Ernest, who wa somewhat of a gourmand, 

aud always very eager for hi meals-« come, then, let us fall to." 

'' Surely," replied hi mother, with a tone of reproach, « you 

would not begin without your elde t brother. Where can Fred

P-rick be?" ,he continued, a little anxiou ·]y; "and how can we 

cn.t our soup without plate or poons? It is impossible we can 

take it up in our finger·! what shall we do?'' 

Thi important que tion, addressed to all the guests, elicited for 

a while no reply; we found ourselves in a , awkward a position 

as wa Ma ·ter Fox when the Stork served up his dinner in a vessel 

with a lono- neck and narrow mouth. 

« Had we only a few cocoa-nuts," sai<l J~rnest, « we mio·ht convert 

the -hell. into capital ·oup-di · he ." 

« b, if it were only nece ary to ay, Had we thi ', or, Had we 

that I hould wish for nothing better immecliately than a dozen 

good . ilver plate , or pewter, or eYen wood; but to what purpose 

repeat uch idle word '? " 
"'\\r ell well " remarked Erne:-.t examining one of the oyster 

he and Ruclly had c.li:coYered, · I think thi ' oy ter-shell is large 

enouo-h to erve a a ·poon." 

goocl ideal" e.·clairned hi~ moth r; but fir . t we mu t 

wa, h them thoroughly, or the ta -te of the ea-water will . poil our 

Roup." 
\Yhile she wa, en<ra,rt>ll in thi.- opernti nn, \Ye heard Fr derick '. 



R6 A JUDICIOUS HEPROOF. 

voice. He approached us shouting merrily, and we replied to l1im 
in the same manner. He ad,·anced with his hands behind him, and 
with a countenance full of meaning. 

"I have found nothing," he said to us. 
"What? nothing at all?" I asked, a little surprised. 
" othing at all," he repeated. 
But his brothers had by this time gathered round him, and 

suddenly exclaimed, "Oh, a little sucking-pig! A sucking-pig! 
Where did you find it? How did you capture it? Oh, let u. 
see it ! " 

Laughingly the young man displayed before our eyes an anim:.11 
which certainly bore some resemblance to a young pig. 

"I think your hunt has turned out very succes ful," I re
marked; "but why spoil my enjoyment by an improper pleasantry? 
Oh, my dear son, never sin against the truth, even in jest ; the 
habit is all unworthy of an honourable nature, and will lead you 
eventually into a fatal course of falsehood, the meanest and most 
shameful of the vices." 

Frederick listened to my reprimand with a blush, and promised 
to remember my counsel. He then described to us how, after he 
had crossed the stream, he had found himself in a most pleasant 
country. 

"The sea-shore," he said, "is smooth, and easy of access; you 
cannot imagine what a number of planks, and banels, and chests 
the waves have depo, ited there; and you can see from thence the 
wrecked ship. Will yon not go to-morrow, and fetch the poor 
cattle which we left on board? If we had only brought the cow, 
our biscuit, steeped in her milk, would be more eatable. On the 
other side, too, the pasturage is abundant, and a small wood would 
afford us an agreeable shelter, instead of our broiling here in the 
sun on a dry and barren plain." 

"Patience, patience, my on," I cried ; " there i. a time for 
everything ; to-morrow, and the day after to-morrow, will each 
have it Reparate duties. But first of all, let me ask you if you 
have discovered any traces of the companions of our misfortune?" 

" Not the least," he replied ; " neither on land nor sea." 
"Let us hope,'' said my dear compa sionate wife, " they have 

' d 

'' 



~ ... - .,......._ 
~ , 

.:::A~ 

.... .,(:_:;-
~ - -,.e

r- .& 
. --
\. 

r 

\VH.\. T IS [T? 37 

been 

THE AGOL"TI (Da.,yproda. 

-:wed and that .:;ome ye-sel ha ) pi.eked them up en 
route." 

I made no an ·,yer. for I kne,Y better thau my wife he peri - of 
a torm, ea and crowdecl boat~: but I v·a- unwilling to b 
my family ,,-ith 'Jrrowful and nna -ailing reflec jon5. Frederic: -
then reuumed the narration of hi adven u.re··. 

·· I de-cried ~eYeral animal- oi thi- ~ pecie ; .. :a· be: ·· I ~a t 

le:1pi.ng amono- the gra.::-. anL~ -ome ime- - uatting in the gra.::.-:: on 
i ,;; hin -legs. anL1 rubbing ib -r,. ut wi h 't- iore-pa s. Had I not 
been a 'raid it might e,cape 1ue. I :.,h n 1 ha -e e ea,o rec ~o ca·c' 

aliYe, for it ap::. eared to me ler· bly ame.'· 
_leanwhile Ernest examine the animal in q e.::. rn . 
.. It doe- not belong o he porcine race.": e ~e ar -e : ·· ·or 

,hough it ha - a bri.::tly . kin. it a, D'"'t he ee .. h Oi a be.:;. 
i: r.:: like the rodent,.* It clo-e , re em 
, ,-e noticed i 1 the engravin~, ll 



A DINNER UNDER lJJYYlCULTI.ES. 

I am not mistaken, this sucking-pig is, really and truly, an 
agouti." 

" Listen, gentlemen, to our professor's lecture ! " exdaimed 
Frederick, with an air of raillery. 

" Do not jest so heedlessly,'' said I, in my turn; " your brother 
is right; I, too, only know the agouti from the pictures I havr 
seen, and your sucking-pig reminds me of it. The agouti is a 
native of North America ; he burrows under the roots of trees, 
lives upon vegetable food, and grunts like a hog.* He is, how
ever, of a very gentle disposition, and his flesh, I am told, is 
excellent eating." 

" Come, come," interrupted my wife, " you ·will have plenty of 
time for scientific observations ;-have you forgotten that the soup 
is ready? We must oren these oysters, however, to provide our
selves with spoons, but how it is to be done neither Rudly nor I 
can determine." 

" Here is an easy methoLl," I answered, plaeing half-a-dozen 
oysters on the fire, when they no sooner felt tlie heat than they 
opened of themselves. 

" Come, my boys," said I, taking one, " let ms taste this famous 
shell-fish, which has for centuries been tbe delight of epicures." 

I removed the oyster ,vith my knife, and s,,-allowed it; but 
though everybody imitated my example in onler to provide himself 
with a spoon, the repast was not considered satiRfactory. Oysters 
were pronounced a detestable dish, and we all gladly plunged our 
irnpi·ovisecl spoons into the smoking pottage prepared by our ex
cellent housekeeper. This was not done, however, without severely 
scalding our fingers, and loud cries arose of pain or impatience. 
Ernest then took the mussel-shell in which he had collected the 
salt, emptied it, cleaned it, approached the pot in silence, filled 
the shell-which was as large as an ordinary plate-with soup: 
and, quietly laughing, put his portion aside to eat when cool. 

" You have thougbt only of yourself, Ernest," I remarked, 

[* The Agouti (Dasyprocta) is found in South, not North, America, and naturalists class 
it with the Cavidce, or guinea-pig t.ribe. It has sometimes been called the South American 
rabbit, but differs greatly in form and habits. It has the h0g's external skin and vora
cious appetite; conceals the food it cannot eat; and hides itself und er the roots of trees 
It is very destructive to the yam and sugar-cane. Its flesh is white, tender, and when fat 
and well-cooked very palatable.-Tru11slator.] 
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",vl1ich is not very amiable. Could you not l1ave procured each 

of us a simi lar dish?" 

"There are hundreds of them," he answered with embarra smeut, 

"on the shore of the bay." 

'' The very rea on why you could easily have doue so; but I , ee 

with regret that you think only of yourself. Beware, my dear 

boy ; selfishness is a terrible vice, which eff ectnally shuts us out 

irom the love anu. esteem of others. As a punishment for your 

egotism, I mu t beg of you to give the portion you have so 

prudently cooled to our poor servants the two dogs, who also stand 

in need of refre, hment, and then come and burn your fingers along 

with us!" 

i\Iy reproach wounded tlir. lad to the quick. He obeyed, 

placed hi· hell before the dogs, who 50011 lapped up its contents, 

and returned much a hamecl to take hi place in our little eircle. 

But while we were thu · occupied, the dogs Jrnving scented Frerlerick's 

agouti, which he had placed in the shade behind our tent, dis

covered it. place of concealment, and set to work upon it with 

greedy teeth. l\Iy boyl:i were transportetl with indignation at the 

sight. Frederick in his rage seized hi rnm;ket, and won1d have 

shot the c.logs had not Ernest helc.l his arm. He hurled at them 

a Yolley of stones, anll in his excess of anger flung bis mu ket 

after them "·ith so much violence that the stock was broken, 

anc.l the gun ·poiled. I followed the young madman, ·with whose 

threats mul Yociforation the rocks re-echoed; I represented to him 

how ridiculous a well a. hateful was such an outbreak of fury, 

and how surprised and grieved his mother felt to ·ee her eldest 

"on yielding to sueh unhriclle<l pa,·:ion, ancl , etting his brother so 

hacl an example. 

Though Fretlcrick ,ms impetuous hi heart wa .. ouncl, an<l the 

mere itlea that he had alannetl his mother wounded him sorely. 

Hi· anger ud<lenly ubsidcd. hedding tear of . orrow, lie 

implored my forgivene ·, and ha tened to embrace his mother and 

rcrnoye the painful impre ,·ion he hall unwittingly cau:-;ed. 

The nn now sank below the horizon. Our poultry gathered 

rournl u~ to pick up the crumb which had l'alkn during our repa t. 

Thi my wife ob ·erving, rhc drew from hl'r Lag- we had alrcacly 
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named it the Enchanted Bag, because it contained a bost of things 

no one would have expected to find there-a few handfuls of oats, 
peas, vetches, and other grains, beginning to distribute them among 

the expectant guests ; but on my remarking tbat these precious 

grains might eventually be useful for seed, she substituted a few 
biscuits spoilecl by the sea-water, anrl which, broken into pieces, 

were duly relished by the fowls. Our f eatherecl friends soon 
afterwards betook themselves to roost : the hens perched on the 

summit of our tent, the pigeons nestled in the crannies of the 
rocks, the ducks and geese took refuge among the reeds on the 
sea-shore ;-everything announced the hour of repose, of which the 
day's fatigues made us keenly feel the need. I summoned the 
members of my little colony ; we loadecl our weapons as a measure 
of precaution; together we repeated our evening devotions, and 
the last rays of the setting sun lighted ns to our nocturnal asylum. 

Scarcely had we entered, when the deepest darkness succeeded 
suddenly to the glow of day. Observing my children's surpri:,e, I 
said:-

" From this circumstance we may infer that our islarnl, if i::;land 
it be, lies near the Equator, where this phenomenon is of daily 
occurrence; for the twilight resulting from the dispersion of the 
sun's rays in the atmosphere, the more obliquely they fall, the 
further extends tbeir enfeebled light; but the contrary i. the case 
when they strike perpendicu1arly, arnl night comes on immediately 
t11c sun has sunk below the horizon." 

After this brief explanation, which, perhaps, no one understood, 
each of us, longing for sleep, cast himself on his couch of moss. 
Once more I looked outside to see that all was tranquil, t11e11 I 
closed the entrance with the hooks, and sought my bcJ.. 
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Oppres ive a the day had been, the night was cold, and we were 

compelled to creep together like sheep to keep oun;elves warm. 

The lumber of my family ho"·ever, were not the. le s profound ; 

and many and anxious as were the thoughts which crowded on my 

mind, it wa not long before I too ,ms wrapped in the forgetfulness 

of sleep. 
Early next morning we were awakened by the crowing of our 

clul~1ticleers, aud my " ·ife and I consultecl on our future proceed

ings. We both agreed that our first duty was to go in search of 

our mi. ing comrades, and to a certain the nature of the country, 

before determining upon any locality for a permanent re idence. 

Great as was her reluctance to be separated from me, my wife 

perceived that it was impo ible for the whole family to proceed 

on such an expedition; he consented, therefore, to remain in the 

tent with Erne t and the two youngest boys, while I should 

ct out ac.:companied by Frederick, who was strong enough to 

endnre the fatigue and to be of real a istance. She immediately 

began to prepare our brcakfa:t, that ,ve might start in the cool of 

the morning. 
" It will oon be ready," she aid, with a sigh, " for I have 

nothing to give you but the soup." 

"What, then, ha become of the lobster which Rudly caught so 

cleverly ? " 
'· We mu ·t a. k him for I hase een nothing of it since the adven

ture with the dog·. It i to be hoped they have not served it as 

they did the agouti! Wake the children, while I kindle the fire, 

and make , ome water boil." 

The boy were oon arou ed. 'rheir toilette did not occupy 

them long. since all had gone to bed in their clothe ·. I inquired 

of Rudly what he had done with his lob ter; he ran off to a corner 

of the rock where he had hidden it, from a "·ell-grounded alarm 

le ·t it shoulcl , uffer the ame fate as hi ' brother's capture. 

' You did well." I remarked; ' and I am o-lacl to ee you can act 

with prudence. Happy are thev who learn wi ·clom from the mis

fortune of other:! But tell me, Fritz, will you giYe u: your share 

of the lobster to take with me on an excursion I am about to 

undertake?" 



OFF ON A JOURNEY. 

'rhe word " excursion " produced the usual effect on these ea,ger 
young spirits. All four of them capered and jumped abont like 
nimble kids: exclaiming, "An excursion ! Hurrah, an excursion ! " 
I moderated their transports by naming a few reasons which pre
vented us from making tho projected expedition in company. 
"Besides," I added, "we must not fatigue your mother to no 
purpose; you then will remain with her in this place, which seems 
sufficiently secure, and the vigorous Juno shall act as your guard
ian and sentinel. Turk shall accompany Frederick and me ; such 
a robust comrade, and our two good guns, will command respect." 

My sons readily acknowledged the wisdom of these arrange
ments. Rudly hastened with the lobster to his mother, that she 
might get it ready both for breakfast and as a provision for my 

journey, while Frederick, by my direction, prepared onr weapons 
and loaded onr two game-bags with povvder and ball. Perceiving 
that his gun-stock ,vas bent by his violence on the preceding even
ing, the young man, still ashamed of hi· frenzy, requested leave to 
take another; I willingly agreecl, and added to his and my equip
ment a pair of pocket-pistols. Moreover, I armed myself with a 
light hatchet, the handle of which I passed through my sailor's belt. 

A few moments afterwards, we were summoned to breakfaf.:it. 
Among our treasures my wife had discovered a tin pail, and into 
this she had poured the broth; the lobster she had cool~ccl cw 

naturel-that is, simply with water and salt. The flesh, though 
substantial, prnvcd leathery and tasteless ; however, Frederick and 
I. tored the remains in our game-bags, with a few pieces of biscuit 
and a bottle of water; such was tho provision for our journey. 
Before starting, ,vc all bent our knees before God, imploring Hii
merciful guidance aml protection ; beseeching His blessing on our 
enterprise, and His loving care both for those who went and those 
who remained. This pious duty discharged, I gave my wife some 
last instructions; I recommended my children not to stray far from 
their mother's side, and to obey her in all things; then, embracing 
each, I hastened to tear myself from these cherished objects of my 
tenderness, ,d10se sobs and tears troubled my heart of hearts. 

When we ha.cl proceeded a few pace on our journey I thought T 
beard the lamentations of my wife and little Fritz ; it was only by 
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1111 ctfr,rt of great ~elf-control that I Llicl not retrace my steps; ltow

ever, as \\'e drew near the little riYer of which I ha,·e already 

sroken, the prattle of its warn1ering waters drowned the tender 

farewell. ath1ressecl to us, and we thought only of the object of our 

enterprise. 

The banks of the stream were .carped, hut near its mbouchure 

occurred a . mall a.ml narrow passage, by ,Yhich we had descended 

when in want of fre h water. This circumstance rejoiced me 

greatly as it ensured the . afety of my fami1y on that sicl<-•. an,1 on 

tl1e other tl1ey \\ ere sulliciently protected by the teep, rugged rock·, 

at "·ho. e base our tr.nt was ered ,c1. To cros. the torrent \\·e were 

compelled to a:-;cern1 it for }>Orne distance, to a point "·here its waters 

prccipitalctl them. elve. in a very rapid ca ·ca.de; we picked our way 

upon the lnrge stone. scattered up and down its channel, and after 

some hazanlou leap. reach cl the other bank in safety. Turning· to 

the left, \\·e tray 11 <1 \\·ith rnuch difficulty through rank tall grns. c;-; 

half wither tl by the onn, in the direction of the sea-shore, where 

we thought our procrress "ould he interrupted by fewer ob tac:l c. 

care 1y had we accomplished twenty paces before ,rn hcanl in om 

rear the nrntling of leaYc, and the noi. e of crackling twig., ,d1ile, 

at the .arne time, the gra:s:-;. whi ·h \\·as nearly as high a. a man, 

moveJ to and fro a, ii from tl1c pas.-agc of . 0111e large butly 
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Immediately I raised my gun, and with pleasure saw that Frederick 
was equally on the nlert, and wholly undisturbed; aiming hi 
musket in the direction whence the sound proceeded, and prepared 
to fire on any object that presented itself. We had soon reason to 
congratulate onrselvcs tl1at we J1arl not fired prematurely; the tall 

stems parted, and lo, our good and trw,ty Turk came forwarrl with 
a bound. In the anguish of our adieu, ,ve had forgotten to take 
him ,vith us, and our people had undoubtedly despatched him in 
pursuit. 

I received the faithful animal with sincere plea ure, and, at the 
smne time, warmly ]Jrai:ed Frederick for the presence of min,1 and· 
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A PLEA SANT LANDSCAPE. 

t lie freedom from alarm \\'hieh he had displayed, and for having 

retained so complete a ma tery over him elf as not to fire until 

he saw what kind of adversary he had to contend with. 

" You see, my boy," I added, " how fatal our passions become if 

we do not hold them in strict control ; if you bad not known how 

to repress your anger yesterday, and your alarm to-clay, you would 

have cau ed a great and irreparable inj nry ." 

" But, father," . aid he, " if the passions are wicked, why has 

God endowed us with them?'' 

"They are not wicked in themselves, provided we can submit 

them to the control of reason; we may even conclude that they 

were intended by the Creator to stimulate our facultie to a healthy 

activity, le. t man should become the victim of his natural sloth. 

But, I repeat it, if reason does not control our pas, ions, and direct 

them towards an useful purpo e, they will degralle us to the level 

of the animal., and plunge us into woful crime." 

While thu. engaged in conver. ation, we moved towarcls the sea ; 

on our right, at the distanee of half a league or so, the rocks, which 

from our place of disembarkation formed a line parallel to the 

hore, a. sumed a rich crown of glorious leafiness. The spnce 

between the. e rocks and the sea was partly covered by tall grasses 

and by clumps of timber, which stretchetl clown to the very margin 

of the waves. Gladdening our eyes with this pleasant landscape, 

we continued along the beach, in the hope that we might catch 

sight of the boats which carried our companions, or detect some 

indi ation of their having landed. But vainly did we examine the 

sands for their footprint., or search in the bushes for some sign of 

their progress inland ; we could di. cover nothing. 

" If we fired a few shots," said Frederick, " our comrade:s per

hap may be concealed. somewhere, and hearing our icrnal , will 

come forward." 

" Yes ; if you are sure our ignals woultl be heard ouly by 

friend , and not by the , avage , whom the reports might soon 

bring down upon u ." 
" And aft r all father, why do we thu fatigue our.-elves in sear..::h 

of tho e wicked per on , who thou er ht only of their own safety, 

anrl abandoned u. in o cowardly a manner ! " 



IS DO FIRST THAT WHICH rn NEAREST. 

"We ought to make the search," I said, "for more than 011e 

reason : first, because we must not return evil for evil; next, because 
these men might be useful to ns and assist in our secure establish
ment; but, chiefly, because they may possibly stand in neetl of' our 
beneficence, for we have certainly conveyed from the vessel many 
n1ore articles than they did, and at this very moment they may be 
perishing of hunger!" 

" Not the less are we losing our time in this haphazard journey, 
while we might have returned to the ship, and carried off the cattle, 
whose possession would be a signal boon ." 

" When several duties present themselves for fulfilment, we mu 'l 
give the preference to the most important; it is far nobler to seek 
the salvation of human life than to trouble ourselves about brute 
animals, and having supplied them with several clays' alloYvance of 
food, we need be under no apprehension that they will be c:;tarved 
to death. 'l'he sea, too, is very calm ; and for the present they 
are perfectly secure on board the wreck ." 

Having travernec.l the entire beach ·without discovering any signs 
or the lost, we halted in the shade of a small grove to rest and refresh 
ourselves. A bright aud sparkling rivulet wound its silver thread 
through the leafy trees; and all around us fluttered, and chattered, 
and sung a legion of unknown birds, differing from each other in 
form and plumage? but more remarkable for their splendid hues 
than for the melody of their strains.* Frederick, a hunter by 
nat'J.re, pierced ,vith keen gaze the obscurity of the leafy boughs, 
and caught sight of a little animal which seemed to him very like 
an ape, but he could not be certain from the brief and distant view 
he obtained of it. 

Suddenly '.rurk gave a low growl, and with much disquietude 
fixed his gaze on the summit of a tree; Frederick, in his haste to 
ascertain the cause, turned precipitately round its trunk; his foot 
struck against a round body concealed among the herbage, and he 
stumbled and nearly fell. Picking up the strange object, and 
bringing it to me, he asked what it was. He supposed it to be a 
bird's-nest, from the filaments of which it seemed partly composed. 

~ [The fact is, there are no song-birds in the tropics. The feathered minstrels of our 
temperate climes are, it is true, of somewhat dingy aspect; bnt w]l() would not prefer the 
nightingale even to a bird of paradise ?- 'l'rcmslalvr J 
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Al'l'EARANCES ARE OFTEN DECEITFUL 

laughed :it him a little, and 

at his Lad habit of judging 

thing · superficially without 

troubling himself to investigate 

them carefully. 

" I ·houlcl rather think it to 

lie a nut," aid I, " ancl pro

lmbly a cocoa-nut." 

·with a blow from my axe I 
split it open; but a8 it was 

very olc.1, the kernel which it 

enclo eel was hn,rd, dry, and 

unfit to be eaten. 

" But, papa, Ernest has often 

tolc.1 me that the cocoa-nut con

tains a fresh sugary liquid, ~ 

which people ch-ink like almond

milk; now it seems that our 

dear prof e sor was all lh the 

wrong." 

" ncl a for you, my boy, 

your area tic tongue i ' never 

tp1iet, e pecially when an occa 

sion ari.e· of exercising it upon 

your brother. Do not inclulge, 

my clear Frederick , n tendency 

which doe little h onour to your 

mincl, and will cause unfavour

able opinions to be formed ol 

your heart. You are judging 

Ho,v a unfortunately i · your cu - / J/,,,. 

tom, Ly appearance'· the eocoa- THE cocoA-NUT T.1t.1IB. 

17 

nut, when not compl tely ripe, i · full of a clear cented lit1uitl. 

rath r .·weet and v ry pl a, ant to the ta:te · but when the fruit 

is fully grown it ab'orb thi · liquid, and the interior is eoverecl 

with a .ub·tance resembling the almond, \\"liich grows tlrier a it 

grows old •r, until cornpl •tely hrivelled. It the nut falls on 
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a favourable soil, this marrow swells, and the germ finally forcing 
a pas age through the shell, fixes itself in the ground, nnd thus 
reproduces another tree." 

" It is truly marvellous," exclaimed Frederick, rendered atten
tive by my remarks, " that so feeble a germ can break through 
its hard and threefold envelope to gain a second existence. l 
know, indeed, that such is the case with almonds, apricots, and 
peaches, but with them the core is already half split at the side; 
how does the cocoa-nut manage?" 

" God," my son, "who foresees all things, has solved the 
difficulty which seems to you so insurmountable. Do you not 
see here, in the base of the nut, these three small round holes? 
They are simply covered by a kind of spongy padding, that, 
rapidlj rotting, affords an egress to the germ, which immediately 
roots itself in the earth while remaining attached to the cocoa
nut, until it has consumed all the nourishing marrow destined 
to support its infant condition. It is thu , my clear son, the 
close observation of nature will always give you frei;h cause for 
wonder and admiration, and ever afford new opportunities to bless 
and adore its divine Author." 

We continued our progress through the woods, though frequently 
compelled to clear a path with our hatchet, the trees were so closely 
bound and interlaced by a multitude of lianas, and other creeping 
plants, which threatened to close the passage again. t us. At length 
we reached a more open locality; the forest stretchetl far away on 
our right, within gun-shot range, and some isolated trees of very 
curious aspect rose at intervals; Frederick, who led the advance, 
soon discovered them. 

" Look, look, father," he cried; " here is a wonder! Surely 
these trees bear fruit, if, indeed, their monstrous excrescence are 
not immense mushrooms ! " 

I approacheu, and much to my satisfaction perceivccl that they 
were calabash-trees, and. already loaded with frnit; we collected. a 
few of different sizes, and I explained to my son the use which 
the savages made of these large gourds, whose strong arnl solid shell 
they convert into dishes, drinking-cups, and other domestic uten
t:lils, and in which they even manage to cook their food. 

t ' 
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" Cook their food!" crieu Freuerick; "why, it would be 1m

pos ible to place the. e upon the fire!" 

cc Well, anu can nothing be cooked without fire! I have told 

you the simple truth; only there is no need you should always 

put 111wr1 the fire the vessel in which you are cooking." 

H ere Frederick looked at me with an air of great . urprise, for T 

·wa smiling, antl amu ·ing myself with his embarrassment. 

cc I don't understand it," said he, cc unle s you employ magic." 

"Magic! There is no magic except the intelligence of man. 

It is that which supplies him with strength and skill to accompli 'h 

so many things which to the ignorant eye appear marvellous. As 

for the mode in which we boil water or anything eL e in the 

calaba. h-. hell, we fir. t heat some stones reel hot, and then cast 

them one by one into the vessel, until its contents are sufficiently 

cooked." 
" Oh, what a simple affair! Of course I s110ulcl have known, if 

[ had rPflected for a minute." 

"You remind me of the companions of Columbus, when he 

propo eel to them the problem of making an egg stand upon its 

end; the simplest mean are frequently those of which we think 

the least. But to return to our calaba. he~ : if we were to prepare 

a few immetliately, and leave them here upon the sand to clry, we 

could take them up on our return, and your mother would be 

highly gratified with , uch an addition to her household stores." 

Frederick, delighted with the uggestion, immediately chew l1i . 

knife, and began to cut in t\\Tain a shell 

of tolerable dimensions ; the two 

halves, he ,aid, would make excellent 

aoup-turC'en : bnt the rind was hard 

as leather; the blade of his knife 

lipped about, and made an unequal 

antl irregular cut ; soon the hot, 

impetuous youth grew weary, im

patiently flung a. ide the gourd, se

lected another, with which he suc

ceeded no better, and, stampino- angrily turne<l to nit, exclai.ming, 

'' I don't know how to manage it' " 
(:m -! 
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"Your impatience a1way., frustrates your clesigns," I said, cc an<l 
your want of thought will ever prevent you from succeeding, if 
you do not take care. Here are some empty shell ; or stay, take 
these fragments, and shape them into poons; you will find it an 
easier task. Now see the means I shall employ to divide the 
gourd with neatne s and exactness." 

I took from my pocket a ball of string, and proceeded to tie 
in it one of those seamen's knots which are not easily undone; 
I twined it round one of the shells in the middle, and after I bad 
tightly fastened it, struck it strongly with the bade of my knife 
to trace the exact line of division; then, having attached one end 
of the string to the branch of a tree, I pulled the other with all 
my strength, and the nut was quickly separated into two equal 
portions. 

Afterwards I scooped out the interiors, which contained nothing 
but a tasteless and watery substance, into a couple of drinking-cups, 
so strong and solid that Frederick reganled them with admiring eyes. 

"But how came you," said he, "to think of this way of cutting 
without a knife? It is like cooking without fire, or, at lea t, 
without exactly making u e of the fire to cook with." 

"I remember to have read in a book of travels that the negroes 
.and savages cut the shell which they use for culinary purposes 
in this fashion. Hence you may see the advantage of reading, 
an<l especially of knowing how, when opportunity occurs, to turn 
what you have read to advantage." 

We quickly prepared a dozen smaller ve els, and Frederick 
acquitted him elf with tolerable dexterity. In manufacturing 
our , poons we (lid not succeed so well, for the instrument I 
turned out was more like a shovel than a spoon. cc They will 
answer better, however," said my son, cc than our oy ter -. hells, 
with which it is impossible to eat our , oup without burning our 
fingers." 

"Moreover," said I, cc in times of need we ought to con ider our
selves fortunate in finding a make-shift." 

"Do you not think, papa, that our heavenly Father sometime 
involves his children in di. tress to teach tl1em to be contented 
with little?" 

t.., 
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"I arlmire your sentiment, Frederick, and it bm, given me more 
pleasure than would a hundred pounds." 

"Ah, a hundred pounds is a large sum; but what would you 
tlo with them here, papa? If you had said 'a goocl basin of soup' 
or 'a joint of roast beef,' I r rioulcl have comprehended better the 
value of my remark." 

'' \Vell, it i, not the less p1ecious, and I am greatly rejoiced to 
see that you are beginning to estimate a thing according to the 
circumstances which render it truly good and useful. Money, in 
truth, is but a means of exchange in human society, and it would 
lo e here all its value, because we could find no employment for it." 

While thus conversing we rose to continue our journey: we 
filled our gourds with fine sand, that the sun, in drying them, 
might not warp them into ungainly forms, and then set out, taking 
care to notice with exactnes the leading features of the scene, that 
on our return we might re-collect our vessels. 

After walking for about two hour , we arrived at the extremity 
of a tongue of land which extended far into the sea, and on which 
a. a foundation rose a small hill of tolerable steepness. I judged 
thi a favourable position for the object which throughout our 
journey we had had in view-the discovery of our missing com
•·ade. . It was not without great fatigue that we reached the 
, nmmit of the acclivity, whence the view embraced an immen e 
horizon. Though I carefully urveyed the panorama in all direc
tion , I could not di cover the slightest trace of tho~e we were in 
earch of, nor even of any other human creature . But, as if to 

compensate u. for the di appointment, J.: ature di. played before our 
admi1ing eyes her faire t graces. The smiling shores of a con
, iderable bay, who e dim outline was lo. t in the blue of heaven, 
enclo. eel a softly rippled expan e of azure, which kindled like 
burning gold in the un's ray . The beauty of the foliage of 

iff erent ha.des of green, the fragrance of a thou and unknown 
plant , the a. pect of thi · enchanted olitude, hould have filled our 
heart. with joy, and in piretl u. with gratitude to the merciful God 
who had conducted u hither, a of old he had guided the patriarch. 
into the Promi ed Land. But the bright pro. pect of the gloriou 
cene which harl fallen to our inheritance could not di pel our 
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melaucholy reflections on the fate of our former comrades, engulfed 
in the ocean depth , or perhaps thrown npnn some barren and 
iuhospitable hore. 

"The will of Goll be done!" I murmme, l, 
clasping my hands; "it may be our lot to 

live and die in this island-solitude: let us unrepiningly submit to 
what He has ordained: and endeavour henceforth to be har,py and 
contented in our condition ." 

l\Iy on as ured me that he felt no apprehension at the prospect 
of a solitary life, and that the society of a good father, a tender 
mother, and his dear brothers, would amply suffice for his happi
nes , though he should spend the remainder of his existence in 
that uninhabiteJ. but mo t charming country. 

vVe then de cended the hill, and directed our course towards a 
little wood which we could perceive in the distance. To reach it, 
we were compelled to cro s a plain planted with tall reeds, so 
entangled and h,i .. cted together that it was with no small difficulty 
we accomplished a pa age. We proceeded very cautiously, for I 
feared some serpents or other venomous animals might lurk in 
the dense thicket. Our dog led the way, and with my axe I cut 
down one of these reeds as a more useful weapon of defence against 
a reptile than my musket . With some surprise I noticed a thick 
jnice exuding from the cut I bad made in the stem; out of curio<iity 
[ tasted it, and finding it , weet as honey, I never doubted but that 
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we l1nd fallen in with the genuine 8ugar-cane. I restrained my 

joy, and eager that my son should also enjoy the gratification of 

o admirable a discovery, I called to him to cut a reed for his own 

protection, which he <lid immediately without suspecting my 

tlesign. But, instead of making use of it to steady his steps, he 

amused himself with brandishing it to and fro, arnl swinging it 

round and round, like the arms of a windmill. By so tloing he 

forced out at the two extremities so great a quantity of juice that 

his hand were soon completely covered. 

Fretlerick suddenly halted, examined intently the syrup whicl1 

escaped through every chink in 

the cane, ta tetl it, and perceiv

ing immediately the great im

portance of the discovery, he 

leaped for joy, and ·houted,-

" Papa! papa! the sugar

cane! Oh, taste it, papa! it is 

excellent. Oh, how plea. ed will 

mamma and the boys be when I 

tell them what we have found!" 

Immediately he began to break 

the stem of the cane. around 

him, and to suck the juice so 

eagerly that this sweet nectar 

trickled all over his chin. 

I colded him a little for his 
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gluttony. We onght never to --=-- · Y-,~~ :; 

give the rein to our sen ual s 0A1t-CA~:i,; <Sacchm-um Offi,cinar11m). 

appetite , and should be moderate in the enjoyment even of lawful 

plea ures. 
" Oh papa I wa so thir ty, and it wa so good! '' 

" You excu e your.-elf, Frederick ju t as drunkardR do : they 

<lrink to exces · on the pretext that they are ahvays thirty, and 

that th y find the wine excellC'nt. Thn, they lo e their sen e , 

and eventually ruin both their health and their pur e." 

At l a;t I may cut a .-upply of ranes to carry home?" 

" n<loubtedly ; bnt do not take more than you can con-
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veniently carry, nor waste the good which God has bc::;towed 
upon us. 

,, 

In spite of my admonition, the young man, thinking rather of 
his appetite than his strength, cut a dozen of the largest canes, 
and collected them into a bundle; but though he had stripped 
them of their lea,·es, the burden proved too much for him. This, 
however, he would not acknowledge. At length we reached the 

palm-grove, and seated ourselves in its grateful shade to enjoy our 
noontide repast. While we were thus engaged, a troop of monkeys 
of tolerably large stature, which ha<l been howling aud screaming 
in a neighbouring wooll, clam berecl up the palm-trees with such 
rapidity that we had scarcely time to catch sight of them. As 
soon as they found thenrnelve::; securely planted on the ~ummits, 
they amu:;ctl thcm::;elve::; by grimacing at us, and uttering tl1e 
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shrillest cries. rrhis noisy welcome did not intimidate me, and I 

was thinking of profiting by their malice, when FreLlerick, always 

inflamed beyond mea ure by the sight of prey, raised his gun, and 

I had barely time to prevent him from firing by seizing his arm. 

\Vhat are you about?" I cried; '' and what advantage is there 

in distnrliing and injuring these poor beasts?" 

' Oh, papa, apes are such maliciou~ and mischievous creatures! 

Just see what wicked gestures they are making; they woulcl tear 

us in pieces if they could ! " 

" Io doubt, my son, for we arc intruders upon their domain; 

but is that a sufficient reason for taking their lives? Remember, 

my boy, that so long as an animal does us no injury, or that its 

death can be of no ad vantage to us, we are not justified in killing 

it; and :~till less are we authorized in tormenting it for our amuse

ment, or for the satisfaction of an unworthy desire of vengeance." 

" "\Yell, papa, I should have shot one as I would any other 

game. " 
"As !'or that, I cry you mercy. I clon't think your mother would 

lia\'e been much delighted with so unsavoury a provision. Iore

over, it eerns to me that an ape is much more useful alive than 

dead. You hall see; but 'ware heads! for, if I mistake not, 

there will de ·cend from these trees a hail of cocoa-nuts whieh will 

Le of far greater profit to us than your 'game.' " 

I picked up a handful of stones and threw them at the apes 

with all my force, though I could hardly read1 one half of the 

palms where they lay in ambush. Their natural love of imitation 

led them to salute nw in a similar manner, an<l, &eizing on all the 

cocoa-nuts within their range, they pelted us o fast and furiously 

that the ground wa soon CO\' red with the spoils of war. Whe11 

our grimacing adYer aries had exhausted all their munitions, they 

took refuge in the depths of the wood. Frederick, a tounded by 

my stratagem and it ucce ·s, laughed with all hi heart at the 

giimace · antl gambols of the fugitive. . A soon as we could 

approach the scene of aetiun without fear of being tuuned, we 

gathereJ in our harve t, antl e tablished our elves in a nook bryond 

the enemy's fire, to fini h our dinner. Thank to this new upply, 

it proved excellent: before breaking onr nuts, we drnuk thei1 
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milk tl1rough some small orifices which I pierced with a gimlet; 
but if the juice, which resern bles skimmed milk a little stale rather 
than fre::;h milk from the cow, or almond-milk, did not fulfil the 
expectations which Ernest's glowing descriptions harl excited, we 
\Vere all tbe bett~r pleased with the kind of cream which is found 
in the unripe cocoa-nut, lining its sides. We mixed this cream 
with some sugar-cane syrup, and thus provided ourselves with a 
clelicious dish. Master Turk, who regarded these dainties very 
indifferently, was entertained with the remains of the lobster and a 
piece of biscuit; it was rather hard, but appeased his hunger. 

The day was rnpirlly drawing to a close; it would have been 
imprudent to venture further; and we resolved to retrace our steps. 
Selecting from the untouched cocoa-nuts those which were still 
provide<l with a stem, I tied them together, and loaded myself 
with them; Frederick carried the bundle of sugar-canes on his 
shoulders; and thus charged with the fruits of our adventure, we 
began our homeward march. 

At the end of thirty or forty minutes, Frederick began to com
plain of the weight of his burden. He shifted it uneasily from one 
shoulder to another; next he took it in both arms; suddenly he 
halted, and sighing heavily,-

" No," he exclaimed, like one utterly overcome; '' I could never 
l1ave believed that a dozen sugar-canes would have been so heavy 
to carry! Were it not for niy anxiety to see mamma and my 
brothers enjoying this delectable juice, I think I should deposit 
my package here." 

"Patience! Patience and courage, my dear son," said I; "re
member the pannier of bread which Esop canied,-how heavy it 
was at the beginning, how light at the end of his journey. Yours 
will be lightened in the same manner, for we shall u e up more 
than one of your canes during the long march that lies before us. 
Be::-ides, you may carry them much more easily than you are now 
(l0ing, by placing your load cross-wi. e with your gun on your 
back; you will find it less heavy and le. s troublesome. Do yon 
not see how many inconveniences may be remedied by a little im
agin1:ttion , and especiftlly by a little reflection?" 

We ha<l rnntinued our journey for some time, wl1en Frederick: 
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seeing me drink the juice of my sugar-cane, would fain ha\·e 

l'ullowed my example. But he ucked in vain. othing rewarded 

hi8 exertion , becau, e he had neo-lected to make, as I had done, a 

little aperture above the first joint. By diligently .-earching for 

the cau e of thi phenomenon, he ucceeded in ascertaining it, and 

oon enjoyed, as I had done, ome mouthfuls of a cordial and re

f re bing syrup. 

'If "·e go on in tlii way, papa," said Frederick, when, having 

exhan ·ted my stick, I a ked him for another, " we shall not have 

much to carry home." 
' Do not grieve at that, my boy, for the c..:anc cut antl carried 

in the heat of the un will not long be of any good ; the juice now 

o sweet will quickly turn sour. If we should contrive to convey 

to our dear one a few drop in all their excellence " ·e ouglit to 

feel sati ·fied; and we hall ea ily find again the field that produce. 

·o u. eful a crop." 

"Vi ell, well, if the , ugar foil· us, I have a capital ·tock of cocoa

nut milk in my tin porringer, and mamma and my brothers will 

njoy it heartily: tlon't you think so?" 

The precaution i a plea, ing proof of your affection ; but 1 

am orry to tell yon that your milk, before you reach borne, will 

be·converted into vinegar. The juice of the cocoa-nut, removed 

from it natural receptacle very rapillly poil ." 

' Oh how annoyino- that will be!" 

Ile eized immediately the little tin fl.a. k which bung suspended 

to hi belt · but ju. t as he was about to examine it content , the 

cork leaped out with a l U<l hang followetl by the liquor sparkling 

and frothing like champagne. Frederick ta. te<l it. 

' Oh, papa drink ; it is mo t delicious ! It i · much more like 

weet "·inc than vin o-ar. 'True it titillate the tongue a little, 

but the , en. ation i mo t a,rreeable." 

' It i. in the fir ·t .·tao-e of fermentation. The ame re ult i · 

obtained when we mix honey and water to produce hytlromel: 

after th . e<.:on<l .-tag' the liq nor clear ' antl a. umeR a certain re-

1,cmLlance to wine. If w excite it by heat to the third , tage of 

f •rmentation thi. wine or liq nor i' converte(1 into vinegar: an<1 

eventually, houltl it Le 1iegle<.:tetl, it will undergo a last prnce · of 
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f ermentation-11amely, corruption. Subjected to such a degree of 
heat as we haYe experienced to-day, these different stages of fer
mentation would succeed one another with great rapidity, and 
it might even happen that, instead of carrying home vinegar to 
your mother, you would simply present her with a supply of thick 
putrid water. For this reason we may as well drink at once what 
remains of your wine to recruit ourselves. Come," added I, taking 
the flask, "here's to yonr health, my dear son, and to the healtL 
of all whom we love." 

We each drank a moderate quantity of this truly delicious bever
age, and, much refreshed by the novel cordial, re::;umed our journey. 

It was not long before we reached the place where we had 
deposited in the sana our home-manufactured domestic utensils . 
'l'hey were perfectly dry, and consequently easy to carry. As 
Frederick was sufficiently loaded, I took charge of them. While 
traverning the little wood in which we had breakfasted, our dog 
suddenly darted before us, and fell furiously on a troop of monkeys 
which, not having perceived our approach, were disporting them
selves on the green sward. At the sight of Turk they all took to 
flight, except an aged ape less nimble than his fellow::;, who was 
seized and torn in pieces by the famished dog before we could 
rush to tJie rescue. A young monkey, wholll the mother had 
carried on her back, and whose burden had undoubtedly preventccl 

lier from flying as quickly as 
the remainder of the band, 
crouched among the herbage, 
and grinding his teeth, looked 
on at tlrn horrible spectacle:. 
Frederick, flinging down his load, 
had sprung forward to save, if 
possible, the poor mother. The 
young monkey leaped from his 
concealment, climbed upon his 
back, and clung to his curly 
head with so much fqrce, that 

all the young lad's cries, shakes, and exertions could not make 
him release his tenacious grasp. 
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· Here i:,; a trait of the u10ukey eharactcr," :,aid I, laughing at 

my son's air of embarrassment, and assisting him to rid himself of 

the angry animal; '' this little fellow, ha-ving lo t his mother, 

seems to have selected you for his foster-father, and the poor 

orphan is a suredly in no condition to provide for his own . wants. 

\Vhat shall we do with thee, poor little one?" said I, caressing 

him, and holding him in my arms, like a little child. " We are 

so poverty-stricken our elves, and have already more mouths to 

feed than arms to work." 
" Oh, papa," cried Frederick, " leave him to me, and let me 

bring him up ; I \\'ill take the greatest care of him, aml perhaps 

his instinct ·will one day assist us in discovering some useful fruits." 

I consented, and we resumed our march, leaving Turk behind 

to finish his repa t; the little food we hacl given him during the 

day not having sati ·:6.ed his voracious appetite. The young ape, 

tranquillized by our caresses, took his scat on Frederick's shoultler, 

and I charged my ·elf with his bundle of canes. After we had 

journeyed thus for about a quarter of an hour, we were rejoined by 

Turk; his jaws were still blood-bedabbled; his appearance re

newed the monkey's terror, and tiuitting Frederick's shoulder, he 

took refuge in his arms, arnl hid his shrinking head in the folds of 

his jacket. 1y son's fatigue soon sugge tecl the idea of transferring 

hi burden to Turk's broad back. "Since you have deprived thi 

little one," said Frederick, '' of his mother, it is right you should 

aet a her substitute, at least in this one re ·pec:t." He therefore 

ra tenecl the monkey to the clog's baek in such a manner a to leave 

!tim full liberty of movement, and pa ·sing a cord round Turk' · 

neck, took hold of it by one nd, le t he should go astray, and 

some mi fortune happen to his new favourite. At first the cava

lier and hi · steed manife ted a strong di ·inclination to travel in 

uch clo e com1 anion ·hip, but by alternate remon trances and 

care e we contriYed to quiet them, and the little ape oon ap

peared reconciled to thi. new motle of progres . 

The expctlient : e •mctl to me a good one, and we continued our 

journey, mueh amu ed uy the comical contortion of our young 

companion, and at the air of gravity with which our brave dog 

trott ,t1 along under hi ' burden, keeping step by step with my son, 
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who held him in leash. " Truly," said I, "we hall appear like a 
couple of showmen, conducting their clever animals to the neare t 
fair. Just imagine the shouts of joy, and the exclamations of 
our little ones, when they behold us returning with so strange a 
comrade!'' 

" Ay, indeed," replied Frederick; "and Rudl_v will find in him 
a perfect model for grimace, although he is well accomplished in 
the art-" 

"Ah, my dear boy, you have too keen an eye for the little 
defects of your brothers ! Do not call attention to them at every 
opportunity; imitate in this respect your mother's goodness. See 
how she endeavours to hide your faults from each other, in order 
to maintain a kindly feeling among you ! I do not like to see 
such a disposition to ridicule exhibiting itself in my eldest son. 
Take care, my boy; a sharp jest, though uttered without fore
thought, often leave an ineffaceable impres ion." 

Acknowledging tlie truth of my remarks, Frederick undertook 
to keep them in mind. We then di cour ed respecting the monkey 
family, their manners, and the usefulness of animals in general; 
:ind I addressed myself to the task of rectifying in my son's character 
those errors which had been nourished by a habit of illogical 
reasoning, and especially by a proneness to judge hastily and 
without reflection. This conversation, "·bile relieving the tedium 
of our journey, led u · to speak of the anirnaL we bad left aboard 
the wreck, and of the hope we still cheri. heel of tran, porting them 
a bore. Frederick expre sed his regret that the horses we had em
barked with us had been unable to support tl1e trial of the voyage; 
they had perished, I ought to note, a short time before our own 
calamity occurred. 

"Unfortunately," said he, "there remains but one donkey, and 
what should we do with a donkey?" 

"Do not be too eager to deprecate that patient and humble 
animal : if we can but contrive to land it you shall see what 
valuable services it will rencler. And as the one you peak of 
comes from a good stock, ~o far as I can remember, it rna:v be that, 
with careful treatment nnrl the influence of the climate, he will prove 
to us au errieient suustitute for a home." 
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\Ve l1ad now arriv"d, almo. t without knowing it, on the rnarcrin 

of the stream whieh we had crossed in the rnornin()", aud which 

, eparatcd us . Lill from those we so dearly loved. Billy the Daue 

was the first to give notice of our arrival by a prolonged bark. 

to which Turk replied . o vehemently that his little rider, terrified 

hy the unu ual noi. e, 1-prang the whole length of hi. cord, and 

took r-efuge in the arms of Frederick, whom he already learned to 

reganl as his protector. No sooner did our dog feel himself 

relieved of his charge, than be darted forward like an arrow and 

cro .. ed the brook. On the other icle we could see our frienlls 

ha, tening one after the other to greet us, and exhibiting by 

umui takable ge8tures their delight at our return. \Ve kept along 

the , tream until we reachet.l the point where some projecting rock. 

'nabled us to effect a pa . age, and soon found ourselves in the 

embrace of our beloved companions. 

A:s :soon a· the fir. t welcome ,Ya over, the boy· began to leap 

and jump around u., ex laiming '' monkey! little monkey! 

Oh, what a charming fc1low ! here did you find him? How 

did you captur him? What . hall we give him to eat? But 

what are you going to do with tho. e great reed , Frederick? And 

what arc tho. e large board:s wrapped up in tow papa?" o great 

wi\. the medley of que. tion., an. wen, . bout. of joy, and exclama

tion. , that we knew not to whom to listen. Wl1en the happy 

tumult hurl ::-ornewhat . uh. ic1P<l. I hegan :-
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"vVe have returned safe and sound, as you see, my dear ones; 
God has blessed our journey, and we bring back to you all kinds 
of good and useful things. But in the principal object of our day's 
adventure we have failed; we have not discovered the least trace 
of our companions in misfortune, nor of any human being .... " 

"If such be the will of Goel," said my devout-minded wife, 
" let us learn to be satisfied, and thank him from our hearts that 
he has spared our little circle, and brought us again together with
out mishap. Ah, how I have prayed and wept during your 
absence, and how long it seemed to me ! But once more I see 
you! Describe to us, as we walk along, your Yarious adventures; 
but, first, let us relieve you of your bmclens : we have had time 
to rest ourselves, and although we have by no means been idle, 
as you will see, we have scarcely quitted the place all clay, 
except that the children have sometimes wandered a little to and 
fro." 

Immediately the boys hastened to offer their assistance. Rudly 
took my gun, Ernest the load of cocoa-nuts, Frit½ the calabash 
vesselR, while my wife took charge of my game-bag. FTederick 
distributed his sugar-canes among his brothers, without warning 
them, iu the first place, of their extreme value; and as he wi hed 
to replace the little monkey on Turk's robust back; he begged 
Ernest to take his gun. The young idler found the additional load 
somewhat inconvenient; however, he showed no signs of ill
hurnour, but his mother soon perceiving that he puffed and groaned, 
and shifted his burden every moment from one shoulder to the 
other, took compassion upon him, and relieved him of the parcel 
of cocoa-nuts, which, by the way, was not so very heavy. 

When my eldest son detected. the new arrangement, he ex
claimed,-

" If Ernest knew what he ·was relinquishing, he would have 
bent double under the weight rather than have parted with it: 
they are genuine, veritable cocoa-nuts, Ernest, your beloved cocoa
nuts ! " 

" How ! "What ! 
retracing his steps ; 
anrl the gun also." 

Cocoa-nuts! " cried the young naturalist, 
"give them to me, mamma: I can carry them, 
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"No, no," said his mother; "I do not like to hear you groaning 
and sighing, as you were doing a few moments ago." 

"But look here; I have only to throw away this heavy stick, 
·which is good for nothing, and carry the gun in my hand; 
then-" 

"If you do that you will be sorrier still, my poor boy, I can 
tell you," continued Frederick; '' for, since I must reveal the 
secret, know that the heavy stick which is good for nothing is 
really and truly, a-sugar-cane! Come here all of you, and I will 
teach you how to extract the juice, which is not very easy unless 
you know the trick of it." 

" Ho, ho, sugar-canes ! " shouted the little band, and they 
gathered round Frederick, who showed them how to obtain the 
precious syrup . My wife was equally delighted with this dis
covery; but of all the useful articles which we had brought back, 
none gave her so much pleasure as the calabash dishes and soup 
vessels, for earthenware was an object of primary necessity, in 
which we were wholly deficient . 

We arrived at our little settlement, where we saw with con
siderable satisfaction the preparations for an excellent repast: on 
one side of the fire were grilling some fish, threaded on a wooden 
spit, which rested upon a couple of forked sticks set firmly in the 
ground; in front of it a goose, disposed in the same manner, 
roasted slowly, the fat which trickled from it being collected in 
large mussel-shells ranged underneath; between these two viands, 
that is, in the midst of the fire, was planted the crock, whence 
escaped the steam of a peculiarly savoury soup. Finally; at some 
distance from the hearth, one of the casks which I had brought 
ashore on the previous evening with so much difficulty lay open , 
discovering in its interior whole rows of superb Dutch cheeses, 
which, wrapped up in lead, had not been injured by the sea
water. 

" It is very evident that you have not been engagetl in doing 
nothing during our absence," said I, enchanted with these splendid 
preparations for the recruitment of our jaded bodie. ; " only I am 
sorry," I added, ,: that you have already killed one of our geese, 
for I wished to let them breed. as a resource for our future wants." 



A SILLY BIRD. 

" Be of good cl1eer; our roast is 11ot subtracted from our future 

poultry-yard, but was procured by Ernest's skill: he gives tl1e 

animal a curious name, but assure me that it is good eating." 

" Yes, father," said Ernest, delighted at the opportunity of Llis

playi11g a little of his scientific knowledge; "I think the bi.rd is 

what 11aturalists call the Booby, or, perhaps, the I'engm·n; it is, 

they say, a stupid bird; and so I should think, for it allowed me 

to approach so near that I was able to knock it down with a 

stick." 

Booun::; (Sula /11 srn). 

" What was the structure of its beak? Wnat the confonnatiun 

of its feet? " 
" Oh, it is a palmiped, for its four fingers, like those of ducks 

and geese, were united together by a membranous covering. It 

had only two rudimentary wings, without feathers, and which, 

hanging down on either side of its body, gave it , o uncouth an 

aspect that it would have moved you to laughter, papa. Th.

beak was long, narrow, robust, and curved somewhat forward: SJ 

that from these characters, its bearing, and especially its stupidity1 

I think it must be either one or the other of those silly birds 

clescribed by naturalists." 
" Yon see, my son, the usefulness of following up a systematic 

study of nature, since it enable us by the assistance of certain 

general characteristics to recognize the genera and. specie· of 

animals.'' 
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I was about to have 
prolonged thi inter-

SEATED AT TABLE 

~ ting discussio11 ,v11en ·-

our manageress sum
n.oned ns to her hos-
pi table board, and -
each one of us selected 
some convenient place 
to it down. The 
cocoa-nut were open
erl, the milk having 
been given to the little 
monkey, who wouhl 
cat nothing else that 
wa placed before him. 
The children conceived 
the idea of dipping the 
end of a handkerchief 
in the milk, and giving 
it to the little animal 
to suck:. He very 
much approved of the 
novel dish, and soon -
drank froru it of hi ~~~~ 

own accord. Mean-
\\'hile, a our stock of --~ . ___ _ 

pottery wa not suffi- PE ou1r;s (Aptenodytes pennatis). 

cient for the diver ity of our viancl , I sawed some of the nuts into 

halve , and cooping out their tender kernei, each of us found 

himself provided with a Yery convenient dish, in which my good 

wife served up her savoury oup. It wa with keen delight she 

aw u , with our calaba h poon in our hand , and our basins 

before u eating with a comfort and a decency ,ve had previously 
been unable to ·ecure. 

Although the fi h were . omewhat dry, and the fie h of the 

penguin de pite of it appetizin()' fat , wa very tastele , we did 
full honour to the renast. enlivening it by a narrative of the in

(o7 i, 
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genious manner in which Rudly and little Fritz had angled on the 

shore of the bay; of the perseverance with which my good and 

gallant-hearted wife-the perspiration standing upon her forehead 

in beaded dropf<-had contrived to open up the treasures of the 

barrel of cheese, which was about to furnish us an excellent dessert . 

The word " dessert" reminded Frederick of his champag-ne wine, 

and full of joy, he presented his tin flask to his mother, that she 

might taste the sweet yet piquant liquor which it contained. As 

I had foreseen, the cocoa-wine had already been converted into 

excellent vinegar, which we employed to revive the faded savour 

of our fat goose. Thi::- use of it so raised its value in the opinion 

of our cook, that she unhesitatingly declared she preferred it to the 

best " dry champagne." 
Our banquet ended, and the sun being on the point of retiring 

to its rest, we resolved to follow its example. Our poultry had 

already disappeared under the roof of the tent, the ducks and 

geese among the reeds and sedges of the bay; everything an

nounced the arrival of the hour of repose. 

After having offered up our mutual prayers, we betook ourselves 

to our frail asylum, where we found our housekeeper's provision 

had supplied us with a fresh stock of moss and grass for our beds. 

Each retired to his separate corner; the little ape, whose protection 

was undertaken by Frederick and Rudly, nestled in between bis 

two friends, who covered him with moss to protect him from the 

night cold. I was the last to enter the tent, which I closed behind 

me, and, happy in the companionship of thoRe I loved, it was not 

long before I fell into a profound sleep. 

'l'his sweet repose I had not long enjoyed, when the loud inces

sant barking of our dogs, whom I had posted ontside our tent as 

sentinels, suddenly aroused me. Our poultry fluttered about the 

roof of the tent in great agitation. Comprehending at once that 

an enemy was near, I arose, and my wife and Frederick followed 

my example; each seized a gun-which we had taken the precau

tion to place within our reach-and then we sallied from our habi

tation, my wife undertaking to keep our pieces loaded, for though 

she also carried a musket, she doubted too much the accuracy of 

her ni m to fire. 

:01 
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By the full, clear moonlight we beheld a terrible struggle. A 

dozen jackals had attacked our two dogs; the latter had already 

brought to the ground three or four of their antagonists, and held 

the rest of the troop at bay by their bold and rapid movements. 

They ·were, however, in danger of being overwhelmed by numbers 

when we appeared upon the scene. A couple of well-directed shots 

levelled one of the marauders, and put the other to flight. Two 

of the fugitives were pinned by our dogs, slain, and devoured; 

JACKALS (Canis aureu., . 

true dog that they ,Yere, never heeding whether the prey wa or 

wa not of their own kindred ! * The alarm having no other 

result, we returned to our tent; Frederick, who had shot dead one 

of the jackal , dragging it after him, to protect it from the dog', 

that he might di play the trophy of hi victory on the morrow to 
hi · brothers. 

• The jackal, like the dog, belongs to t he orrler Caniclre 

• 
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Nothing troubled our repose anew; the rest of the night passed 

in tranquillity; and at early dawn, the cock having awakened u 

by his morning clarion, my wife and I, while our family still lay 

asleep, discussed the operations of the corning day. 

"My dear Elizabeth," said I, "I see so many things that re

quire to be done, I don't know where to commence!" 

In truth, a voyage to the wrecked ship appeared to me an abso

lute necessity, if we did not intend the cattle we had hitherto pre

served to perish of hunger. Besides, I eould bring back a number of 

articles very useful to us in our present situation. Yet, on the other 

hand, I had so much to do ashore. Foremost of all, we required 

to build a stronger and more substantial abode, where we migl1t 

rest in greater security than was possible in a mere tent of canvas. 

"With patience, order, and perseverance we shall accompli h 

everything," said my wife; "and however great may be my 

anxiety at your undertaking this voyage to the ship, I am too 

fully convinced of its importance and utility to oppose it. Make 

it, then, the chief and only business of to-day; other dutiPs we 

can attend to hereafter; sufficient for the day is the evil thereof, as 

was said by our Lord, the divine friend of humanity." 

It was therefore settled that my wife and the younger children 

should remain ashore, while Frederick, the stoutest and most 

adroit of my sons, accompanied me on my projected expedition. 

I immediately arose, and summoned my boys. 

"Come, boys, up, up! Day breaks, and we have plenty of work 

to do!" 
All the little faces, still half-asleep, raised them. elves out of 

their mossy beds. Frederick was the first to resp0nd to my appeal ; 

in a moment he was out of the ten( and away in quest of his 

jackal. The animal's body was stiffened with the night cold, and 

Frederick placed it on its fore-paws at the entrance of the tent, 

to hear the children's ejaculations on perceiving it; but the dogs 

no sooner caught sight of their enemy erect, than they rushed 

towards it, barking so furiously that Frederick feared they would 

tear it in pieces. He contrived, however, to quiet them by caresses . 

and not, as on ihe preceding day, by rough treatment; he had re

membered my lesson, and I saw it with much pleasure. 
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The clamour of the dogs bronght the boys out of the tent, with 

the little monkey perched upon Ruclly's shoulder. But no sooner 

did the poor beast descry the jackal, than he leaped to the ground, 

ran back to the tent, and hid him.elf, trembling, among the moss, 

, o that only the tip of his no e was visible. l\Iany were the in

q niries whence had come the strange animal, which Ernest took 

to be a fox, Rudly a wolf, and Fritz a yellow dog. 

" I tell you," exclaimed Ernest, in a dictatorial tone, " it is a 

t . lf " npc( ox. 
"Ho, ho, Mr. Profe sor ! " cried Frederick, "you don't know 

what you are talking about. How is it that you, who so quickly 

recognized the agouti, cannot identify the jackal?" 

"But I think, from its characteristics," continued Erne8t, ex

amining the animal closely, "I can be certain I am correct in what 

I " say. 
"Ah, ah, our profes. or thinks he can be certain-from its charac

teristic ; ah, ah, and why not make it out to be a striped wolf?" 

"You are not very kind, Frederick," replied Erne t, with tears 

in hi eyes; <cone may be mi taken; and perhaps y01~ would not 

have known the animal's name had not papa told you." 

" Come, come, peace!" said I, interfering; "your readine, , 

Erne t, al ways to take offence at your brother's je ts is a sign, I 

fear, of ome little vanity and want of spirit: while you, Frerlerick, 

always pu h your joking too far; your good heart should guard 

you again, t thi. , and would do so, if you would but listen to its 

prompting . A it happen , you are both right, for the jackal 

hares the nature of the wolf, the fox and the dog; one may, 

therefore take it for either of the,'e animal ' without committing 
. ,, 

any vei'y enous error. 
:M:y cl ci ion put an encl to the di:cu ' ion; the two brother 

were reconciled, and after we had offered up to,rether our morning 

prayer, each of u · "'ent about his own bu inc ', . In a very hort 

time, however, the boy began to a ·k for brenkfa t . v--ir e had no 

other provi ·ion. a the reader know, , than a barrel of bi,cuits 

and with the e the children were fain to be content, although they 

were very dry, and hard a rock. ome attempted to eat them 

with a little cheese; othen; moi ·tenetl them in water; as for Ernest, 
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who never did anything like other people, he ,rent prowling around 
one of the barrels we had fished ashore, and which had not yet 
been opened. Suddenly he came running towards me, and, with 
a joyous air, exclaimed,-

" Oh, papa, if we could but butter our dry biscuit, it would 
glide down much more easily." 

"True; but what one has not, one must do without." 
"But, papa, why not open this ·cask?" 
"What do you say? What cask?" 
"This great cask over here; it is full, I am sure, for some kind of 

fat, which seems to me like butter, has oozed out through a chink:' 
" Blessings on your gourmandizing instinct ! " I exclaimed ; " if 

you have guessed aright, you shall have the first piece for your 
reward." 

We all ran to the cask, and I soon ascertained that my little son 
had found a precious booty. Frederick:, always prone to expe
ditious measures, would fain have removed two or three of tlie iron 
hoops, and raised the lid; but my wife, observing that in that case 
we should soon lose our entire supply, which the increasing heat 
of the sun would quickly melt away, I made a hole in the cask 
with a large auger, so that by introducing a small scoop we could 
take out as much butter as was needed. We soon had a cocoa
nut-cup full of good Ostend butter, deliciously salted, and every
body was in turn provided with a slice. It was true that this did 
not render the biscuit softer, but by toasting it before the fire, 
and spreading the butter over it, it became more eatable, and even 
tasted very savoury. 

All this time our dogs had remained seated quietly near us ; 
their nocturnal meal seemed to serve them instead of breakfast. 
But I soon discovered that their tranquillity arose from quite a 
~ifferent cause. They had not come victorious out of their un
equal combat without severe wounds, especially about the neck. 
It occurred to my wife, as a means of relief, to soak some butter 
in fresh water until freed from salt, and then to anoint the poor 
bleeding creatures with the soothing mixture. The remedy was 
simple, but proved very successful : our dogs began to lick each 
other in those places which they could not reach with their ow11 
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tongues, and after a few days' treatment, their wounds ·were <:m
tirely cicatrized. 

Ernest on this occasion made the very sensible remark that it 
would be well if we armed our dogs with spiked collars to defend 
them against wild beasts. 

"I will make one for each of them," said Rudly, who was never 
at a loss, and never thought anything impossible. 

" We shall see," smilingly replied his mother, who knew the 
little boaster's failings ; "provided you know ho,v to execute what 
you invent, for, otherwise, all the genius in the world is useless." 

I then informed my children of the expedition projected for my
self and Frederick, and for which the latter was already prepared, 
since it ·was advisable to set out without delay. I recommended 
the youngest not to quit their mother during our absence, and 
besought our heavenly Father to bless our enterprise. I also 
arranged a set of signals with my wife, that we might interchange 
communications. 

A strip of canvas floating from the summit of a long spar planted 
on the sandy beach was to assure us that all went well " at home;" 
if the spar were lowered, and three shots fired, we were to return 
immccliately. My ·wife, cheered by these. precautions, saw us depart 
with much less anxiety, and even promised me she would not feel 
alarmed i f our work on board the wreck detained us until the next 
cby. 

\\' e took with us only our musket8, and a supply of powder and 
shot, been.use we should :fiml provisions on board the ship; Frederick 
was also accompanied by his monkey, whom he wanted to indulge 
in a supply of goat's milk. The moment of departure having 
arriveJ, we silently embraced each other, and with henrts deeply 
tuoved pushed off from the shore. 
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When we had nearly reachcll the middle of the bay, a strong 
current, fed by the waters of the brook which poured its tribute 
into the sea, seemed to me likely to carry us towards the ship, and 
so enable u to husband our energies. Slight as ,vas my knowledge 
of nautical mattern, I contrived to steer our skiff into this current, 
which bore us, a1most without fatigue, over three-fourths of our 
course; we accomplished the rest by hard rowing, and in due time 
gained the broadside of the wreck. H ere we moored our boat 
securely, and then made our way mto the interior through the 
great gap I have already spoken of. 

Frederick 's first care was to carry some food to the melancholy 
animals assembled on the after-rleck . The poor abandoned crea
tures seemed to salute us with their different cries, their lowings 
and bleatings and bellowings; it was not so muc.;h the want of fod
der as the desire of seeing man which led to these manifestations of 
pleasure, for we found their troughs still partly filled. Frederick 
pln.ced the young monkey near one of the goats, and he sucked the 
unaccustomed milk with a variety of grimaces which exceedingly 
rli verted us. After having ministered to all the wants of our cattle, 
we took a little refreshment, that ·we might afterwards address our
selves to our labours with the greater energy and courage. 

cc ·where shall we begin?" said Frederick, when our light repast 
was concluded.: cc for my part, I think we ought to hoist a mast 
and sail in our bon.t." 

cc What a singular fancy ! I do not sec that we should gain any
thing by the trouble." 

cc Ah, well, as we came hither I felt a tolerably fresh wind blow
ing in my face; we advanced, because the current swept us onward, 
but such will not be the case when we return : the boat, too, will be 
heavily loaded; ancl it seems to me we shall do well to take advan
tage of the breeze to as ist us in our homeward voyage." 

On reflection, Frederick's suggestion seemed to me well worthy 
of adoption, and I immediately set to work to carry it out. In the 
carpenter's store-room I found a good stout , par, well fitted for a 
mast, a triangular sail all ready fastened to its yard, and a 
tackle-block; that is, a combination of pulleys which is attached 
to the mast-head., for lowering or raiRing the sail by help of small 
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calJles. Furnished with all these necessaries, we soon rigged up a 

mast in the middle of our boat, stepping it in a kind of perforated 
plank which Frederick had previously nailed over one of the tubs, 
and which occupied the entire breadth of the boat; this plank 
formed a small deck for our strange craft. Finally, a couple o-f 
ropes, attached at one end to the yard, and at the other to the 
prow and stem respectively, enabled us to manceuvre our sail at 
pleasure, and to steer in any direction. 

My son then begged me to decorate the mast-head with a small 
red streamer, that our vessel, he said, might wear a gayer appear
ance. This childish vanity, which often breaks out in the midst 
of the profoundest misery, made me smile sadly, for it revealed to 
me one of the characteristic traits of our humanity. However, I 
yielded to my son's desire, and eventually was as much amused as 
he was at seeing the little pennant waving gracefully in the 
breeze. 

In these occupations the greater part of the day had glided by, 
and keen as was my desire to return home before night, I saw that 
it would be impossible, and that we must be contented to spend 
another day on board. Frederick had frequently swept the shorn 
with his glass : everything appeared in order ; we therefore made 
the preconcerted signals to indicate to our family the determination 
at which I had arrived; from the answer we received we found 
that our signs were understood, and that all was tranquil. 

Reassurerl. on this point, we employed the remainder of the day 
in unloading our boat of the stones which we had put on boarrl. for 
ballast, and in substituting all kinds of useful articles. Powder and 
shot, which would assist us in self-defence and in procuring sup
plies, were the first objects of our attention ; we then collected with 
care the nails, hammers, and tools of every sort, with which the 
vessel was abnndantly furnished, her freight having been intended 
for the estabfo,hment of a colony in the American back,,·oods; but 
it was nece. , ary to exerci, e a rigorous SP.lection in the midst of suer. 
an accumulation of trea. ures, inasmuch as our boat would not hold 
one-half of what we wisherl. to carry away. This time, however, 
T did not forget the knives, forks, spoons, and other domestic uten
Kil., of which WP had alrca<ly felt the privation. Tn t11e captain's 
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cabin I found a few silver covers and other pieces of plate, several 
pewter plates and dishes, and a small case :filled with flasks ot g0od 
wines: all this we embarked. We took also some gridirons, crocks, 
saucepans, and pots. Among the provisions intended for the 
officers' mess I selected a supply of preserved meats, Westphalia 
hams, and sausages ; not forgetting various packets of dried vege
tables and seeds. 

Frederick remarking that our beds of moss were somewhat hard, 
and required to be renewed daily, I included among our cargo a 
certain number of hammocks, and numerous woollen coverlets, 
which would serve us, I foresaw, for more than one purpose. My 
son, who seemed of opinion we could never have too large a stock 
of :fire-arms, brought me two or three muskets, and a whole armful 
of sabres, swords, and hunting-knives, sufficient for our defence 
against a host of savages! Finally, I filled the last tub or 
compartment of my boat with a small cask of sulphur, all the 
cordage and pack-thread I could :find, and a great roll of sail-cloth. 
With the sulphur I intended to make some matches for my wife. 

Our little craft was thus loaded to the gunwale, and I should 
probably have been forced to lighten her, had not the weather been 
so calm and the sea so serene . 

Night had now gathered over the waters : a great :fire, · kindled 
by our beloved ones on the shore, flamed a welcome assurance of 
their welfare ; we replied by lighting four large ship's lanterns to 
indicate our own safety. Two musket-shots informed us that our 
signal was perceived. 

After a very tender and very fervent prayer for our dear absent 
relatives, and not without some anxiety on their account, we went 
on board our boat to find shelter in its compartments, under our 
sail ; for sueh was the dilapidated condition of the wreck, it would 
have been the height of imprudence to have passed the night upon 
it. A rough sea might drive her among the rocks, and break her 
up in a few moments, while in our little skiff, which we could 
easily cut clear, we might hope, with the help of our canvas, to 
make the shore in safety. 

Day dawned, but the coast wa;:; as yet scarcely visible, when, 
awakened by my anxiety, I sought the deek of t11e \,Yrecked ve,sel, 
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where the telescope was mounted. I directed its tube towards the 

tent which enclosed my beloved family, to discover, if I could, 

whether any evil had befallen them through the night. Frederick 

brought me a fortifying breakfa t, consisting of ham, bi cuit, and a 

little wine. We seated ourselve so as to command a view of the 

shore. In a few minutes I had the satisfaction of seeing the tent 

open, and my ,vife come forth, and look attentively towards the 

sea. 
"\Ve immediately hoisted a white flag, which we had previously 

got ready for the purpose; in reply, the signal on the shore wa 

thrice raised and dipped. An immen e ,veight seemed immediately 

lifted from my heart; for I then knew that the night had pas ed 

,\·i thout any accident visiting those whom I held so dear. 

' Come Frederi<.:k" ·aid I with an air of merriment "now 
' ' ' ' 

that I am rea ured re pecting your mother and brother , I am no 

longer in such a hurry to start ; and I think we must endeavour to 

devi e some means of saving these poor animals, which, if left on 

board, will almost as. uredly perish before we can accompli h 

another voyage." 

' If we constructed a r•aft, we might bind them down upon it 

with ropes." 

True, my son; but ju t think of the difficultie of the ta k. 

·we have already faileLl once in the attempt : be ·ides, even if 

it were po · ible to make a raft, how make one to hold a cow, an 

a s, a sow, and three goats'? Io; let us contrive some other 

111ean ·." 

Ah, well, let u · pitch the old ow into the ea; her big tomach 

and her fat will float her in the water, and we ·an tow her with a 

rope." 
1

' A very good plan, ·o far a · our pig i.; <.:oncernetl, but it would 

not an ·wer for our other cattle ; and I own I i,hall much regret the 

lo · · of the a ·s, and espe<.:ially of the cow." 

'But why not do for them what, at the out et, we did for our

, lve · '? Let u fa ten ·ome floating apparatu · to tlieir ·ide ; we 

base here a quantity of piece · of cloth whid1 will an ·wer admir

ahlv." 
l thought the e. ·iietlient a <.:apital one, and pro<.:eeded to put it 



76 A EXPERIME T IN SWIMMING. 

into execution. We made our first essay with a fine large sheep: 
under the belly we passed a good-sized piece of linen, which we 
fastened securely round the animal's body; then we flung it over
board. At first, the creature in its terror went to the bottom, and 
we thought it lost; but it soon rose to the surface, struck out 
vigorom;ly, and swam with an ease which it was pleasant to observe. 
After a few moments, growing fatigued, it rested ; but the linen 
stuff supporting it, floated onwards tranquilly with the moYement 
of the waves. 

The success of this experimr-nt hugely delighted me; not only 
was I certain of being able to carry away the sheep and goats, but 
I had likewise found out a method of securing the other cattle. 
We spent about two hours in providing each animal with its swim
ming apparatus : those of the ass and cow were made of a different 
shape, and of very different sizes; for them a plain piece of linen 
would not have sufficed. 

We therefore selected for each of them two empty and well
corked banels, which we bound together by means of a belt of 
stout sail-cloth, but 80 as to leave a space between them. This 
apparatus we suspended with a kind of yoke on the back of our 
t",;o beasts, taking the precaution of winding it firmly about the 
belly and breast, that it might not get loose. Onr next step was 
to prepare the ship's gunwale in such a manner that we might 
launch onr herd into the waves with facility; fortunately, the bil
lows, which for several days had beaten restlessly against the broken 
side, had opened up for us the way. As soon as our labours were 
ended, we brought the ass on deck, placed him a little on one side, 
and with a sudden thrust sent him overboard : at first he sank ; 
but his two casks soon brought him to the surface,-he raised his 
head prnudly, and began to swim as vigorously as the sl1eep had 
done. In due succession, the cow, the sheep, and the goats were 
treated in the same fa hion, and acquitted themselves of their share 
of the work with equal success. The sow, however, gave u more 
trouble than all tl1e otl1ers, she was so obstinate, and so difficult 
to guide ; but once afloat, she behaved with so much spirit that 
she di. tanced all her companions, and reached the shore far in 
advance of them. 
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A SHARK! A SHARK! 77 

Having completed this delicate and important operation, we 

descended into our boat, and pushed off from thr hip; I had 

taken the precaution of fa tening to the head of each beast a 

tolerably long cord, terminated by what we call a float; that is, 

a pieee of wood or linen, which keeps the end of the cord from 

sinking. Thus it was easy to draw around us all our floating troop: 

we secured the cord to the sides and stern of our bark, and as 

we had hoi. ted our sail, the breeze which Frederick bad noticed 

on the preceding day swelled it famously, and gently bore us to

ward. the shore. 
Proud of, and happy in, the result of our anluous task, we 

gaily floated on the rippling wave , surrounded by the swimming 

cattle, who e good behaviour and orderly motion surpassed our 

most sanguine expectations. Seated at the foot of our mast, we 

made a ha ty meal. Frederick sported with his monkey-pet, 

while I, always occupied with family cares, kept my telc cope 

directed towards the shore, for I had ceased for some time to catch 

sight of any of the absent ones. 

ud<lenly I wa, rou ed from my reverie by Frederick's hriek of 

alarm,-" Father! a mon lrou :Ii h i bearing down upon u ! " 

Th e courngeou boy had turned pale while uttering the. e words, 

but had not forO'otten to eize hi gun. "Keep your guard," cried 

I , ri:ing, "ancl don't lo e a hot." At the arne time I aimed 

my mu ket loaded with hot, at the point "·hich Frederi ck inc-li

cated, and we helcl our. elves ready to receive th e enemy. It proved 

to lw an enorm nu. :hark , an ,1 . wiftl)' turning a1:;icle from it. omnrnl 
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course, darted towards the sheep which was then swimming m 
advance, but was checked by Fredericl-'s well-directed fire; 
receiving the entire charge in its head, it beat a retreat, --==- - _:

1 

and swam towards the open. At inteTvals its white =- - _ - ~: 
-----

shining belly reappeared on the surface of the waves, ~~i 
and a long track of blood proved that he had been _ 
seriously, if not mortally, wounded. 

"I think our friend has had enough," said 
Frederick, his eyes sparkling and his cheek flush- -
ing with the pride of his bold achievement. ~-

" And we arc all the more indebtPt1 
to yom skill, dear =--

because thif: a:1imal 
is not usually &U8 ·· 

ceptible of terror, 
and it often takes 
several shots 
to vanquish 

n l 
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We reloaded our muskets, to be ready for any event; but, 
whether the current carried the shark* out to sea, or whether it 
had plunged into the depths, ·we saw it no more. I took my 

µlace at the rudder, and, impelled by the auspieious breeze, our 

THE SIL\ltK (Curcharias vulgaris). 

boat made a rapid progress. I took care so to direct our course 
as to give the cattle an easy access to the shore, and after throwing 
off the rope which held them to our craft, I allowed them full 

I iberty to reach the land in their own way. 
The evening ,ms dran·ing near yet none of our family were 

vi:ible. I had begun to feel uneasy at their ab. ence, when a suc
ces ion of joyou. shouts, and the ·ight of my children hastening 
to meet u , followed by their mother, di. sipatecl my fears. 

• The shark belongs to a genus of cartilaginous fishes, which are found in almost ever: 
sea. They are chamcterized by their elongated form. which tapers gradun.lly towards 
the tail; by the proj11ction of the muzzle over the mouth ; by their formidable apparatus 
o' teeth, and almo3t incredible voracity. In the " 'bite hark, which frequently attains 
the length of thirty-five feet , there are six rows of teeth in the upper, and four in the 
lower jaw; the teeth are triangular. sometimes two inche broad, serrated, and sharp
edged. The varieties of the q1rnlid<r are numerous, and di tinguished by expressive 
names, indicative of some peculiarity of aspect, as the Hammer-bead, the Fox Shark, 
the Dog-fish, the Tope, the Por beagle, and the Cestracion. To the Scymnidce family 
belongs the Treenland hark, which frequents the northern seas; to the Carcharidce, the 
Blue and White Sharks, the lat ter of which inhabits the warmer regions of ocettn ; and 
to the Hamnidce, the Basking hark, which attains very formidable dhnen ions, bnt is of 
a comparatively harmlrss character 



RUDLY'S EQUESTRIAN FEAT. 

After the first transports of affection were somewhat moderate<l, 

and we had replied to a volley of questions, we released our poor 

animals from the apparatus with which they had so long been 

encumbered. The invention astonished my wife. 

"I might long have puzzled my head," said she, "to devise a 

means of getting the cattle ashore, and yet I should never have 

thought of anything so simple and ingenious." 

"Honour to whom honour is due," I replied; "I must acknow

ledge that the original conception was Frederick's." 

My wife embraced her son in silence; but one could see how 

her mother's heart rejoiced in the success of her first-born. 

Ernest and the others hastened to the boat, where they very 

loU<lly and eagerly admired the mast, the sail, and, above all, the 

flag ! We afterwards proceeded to disembark our various treasures. 

Regular work never agreed very well with Rudly, and speedily 

quitting us, he undertook the. task of completing the relew,e of 

our cattle from their embarrassing burdens. He laughed heartily 

at the spectacle of our donkey, still looking doleful in his un

accustomed harness. Our little feJlow's bands, however, were not 

strong enough to disengage him from the cordage; but, as he 

could not remain quiet, he leaped on the donkey's back, and by 

dint of his voice, his hands, and even his nails, contrived to 

stimulate the poor animal into a rapid trot, and direct him 

towards us. 
I could not l1elp laughing aloucl at seeing the a8s parade himself 

with his swimming-equipage; but as I did not approve of this 

somewhat irregular exercise, I hastened to remove the young 

gentleman from his steed . I was much surprised to see my Rudly 

belted round with a girdle made of yellow hairy skin, in ,vhich 

was thrust a couple of pistols. 

"Why, how now, Rudly? where did you obtain this brigand

like decoration ? " 
"It is my O\\·n manufacture," said he, with an air of self

satisfaction; "but that is not all. Look at our dogs!" 

Then I perceived that each of our dogs was adorned with a 

collar of the same kind of skin, which collar, bristling with large 

nails, l1ad a most formidable, defensive appearance. 
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" That is well done, my boy, if you both desiirned and exe
cuted it." 

"I did it all myself; only mamma helped me a little in the 
cutting." 

"But whence did you get the skin? Where did you find 
needles and thread? ,. 

"Frederick's jackal supplied us with stuff," said my wife; "as 
for needles and thread, surely you know that a good housekeeper is 
never without them! You men, you think only of great things; 
we women think of the little, which we often find of assistance in 
a thousand embarrassing circumstances. Now, do you understand 
the reason why I crowded so many different articles into what you 
called the Enchanted Bag, which, I hope, you will find useful on 
more than one occasion." 

It was with considerable dissatisfaction that Frederick perceived 
the use which Rudly had so freely made of his jackal's splendid 
hide. He did his best to conceal his ill-humour, but it lent sharp
ness to the tone in which he complained of the nauseous odour 
emitted by his brother's girdle . He held his nose, while he said 
to Rudly,-

" Be off with you, young flayer ! 
""'\Vhom do yon call 'a fl.ayer'? 

smell; you left it in the sun." 

You will poison me ! " 
It is your jackal which you 

"And, in fact, Frederick," said I, interposing, lest the discussion 
should grow too warm, '' you ought to have thought of t1rnt before 
we left yesterday; we must throw the carcass in the sea, or it will 
prove a very disagreeable neighbour." 

"-V,,T e may devolYe that task, I think, upon him who has so cleverly 
skinned it," he replie<l, and still ·with a dissatisfied air. 

'' Truly your answer is a very sensible one, and well worthy of 
my eldest son! " I said to him in a low voice, for I wished him to 
have the credit of recovering his temper. He understood me. 

'' Corne, come! " he exclaimed, smiling good-humouredly; "it 
i. certainly Ruclly who is poisoning us at this moment; but if he 
will remove his brigand's belt while in our company, I will help 
tiim to drag down to the sea my poor jackal's carca s." 

This cleci ion terminated the war of words. I claspecl my son';j 
6 



82 COOKING AN OMELETTE. 

hands warmly, that he might see how pleased I was with the self
control he had exhibited. 

Meanwhile, we had arrived in the vicinity of our tent, and as I 
saw no preparations for supper, I told Frederick to bring us a 
Westphalian ham, which was still soaking in its pickle. Every
body laughed at the order; but their laughter was changed into 
exclamations of delight when Frederick returned with a fine ham 
hoisted on his shoulder. 

" Oh, this is capital! " said my ·wife; "the sight of the ham 
makes one's mouth water; but before it can be cooked, it ought 
to remain in the open air until to-morrow. I have here some 
dozens of eggs which we collected in our excun,ion this morning; 
and if, as Ernest assures me, they are turtles' eggs, I cn.n dish 
up an excellent omelette; for, thank God, there is no want of 
butter." 

" What ! turtles' eggs ! '' I cried. 
"Yes, papa; at least, they have all the appearance : they are 

white balls, with a shell like moistened parchment; we found 
them in the sand on the sea-shore." 

" They are a treasure! And how did you make the discovery?" 
" Oh," replied my wife, "that is a part of our chronicle of 

adventure, which I will relate to you by-and-by." 
" Well, th@, go now and prepare your omelette ; you shall tell 

us your tale during the dessert. As for the ham, I can promise 
you, from the way in which it has been smoked, that the flesh is 
so tender we might eat it raw if :we minced it into small pieces; 
still I do not doubt but that it will taste infinitely better when 
properly cooked. And now, my boys, while your mother is 
getting ready our supper, let us bring hither the remainder of 
our cargo. " 

Everybody accompanied me to the shore, and, with the help of 
their little but willing arms, the task was soon completed . We 
collected into one troop our domestic animals, some of whom still 
carried their floating-apparatus ; having relieved them of their 
bonds, we returned to our tent, whither our manageress sum
moned us to partake of the finest omelette that was ever seen. 
The dish was served up on the lid of the butter-cask; the table 
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was plentifully supplied with plates, glasses, spoons, knives, and 

forks. Besides the turtles' eggs omelette, our cook treated us to 

some slices of ham; this extra dish, with fresh biscuit, salt butter, 

and Dutch cheese, composed a delicious repast, which a small glass 

of Canary wine, from the captain's cellaret, rendered still more 

complete. 
All this time our dog , hens, pigeons, sheep, goats, and, in fact, 

all our "live stock," collected around u , seemed to watch our 

proceedings with peculiar curiosity. The ducks and geese alone 

stood aloof from our society ; they found themselves more com

fortable in their own native clement, where they feasted upon 

innumerable worms and small crabs, to which they appeared 

excessively partial. 
When supper was over, and I had described the doings of 

Frederick and myself, I reminded my wife of her promise, and 

she proceeded to fulfil it by relating, as follows, the events which 

had transpired during our absence. 



CHAP'l'EH. II. 

Beautiful is the land, with its prairies and forests of fruit-trees; 

Under the feet a garden of flowers, and the bluest of heavens 

Bouding above, and resting its dome on the walls o_f the forest. 
LONGFELLOW. 

TIIE WIFE'S NARRATIVE. 

'0\'f:?r'S kind of you (said my good wife, 

-,.,....,""'-"' £>.i smiling) to show so much anxiety to 

~- hear my story, and yet half an hour 

has passed since I was ready to begin 

it, and you have given me no oppor

tunity. But it matters not. The 

longer the water is gathering, says the 

proverb, the longer it is fl.owing. 

·:-l I will spare you, however, the re

cital of our fir ·t clay's labours; it passed very sadly and slowly, on 

account of the anxiou thought~ your absence caused me, and very 

monotonou, ly, because I dared not move far from the spot whence 

T coulll catch sight of your signals . Besides, the day was only 

noticeable for the accompli hment of Rudly's scheme of making 

defensive collars for our dogs. I was seated close to the tent, the 

only place where I could find a little shade, when I descried Rndly, 

at a short distance from me, bu ily engaged on the jackal which 

Frederick had killed. By the help of his knife, which he sharpened 

at intervals on the rock, he cut up the kin into long strip , clean

ing them in the be. t manner possible. 

Meanwhile Ernest, with folded arms, stood contemplating the 

work.; but from the mocking air with which he regarded hiti 

brother, while pronouncing the bade of tanner, which Ernest bail 
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chosen, a peculiarly disgustful one, I foresaw that they were on 
the brink of a quarrel. I hastened immediately to prevent it. 
Ernest I blamed for a fastidiousness which in our position was 
simply ridiculous, while I praised Rudly for having undertaken 
a not very attractive task in order to contribute to the general 
utility. 

My approbation fired the zeal and imagination of our young 
tanner. Having finished cutting and cleaning his strips of hide, 
he went in search of a sufficient number of large-headed nails; 
he stretched out the skin, and covered it with a triple lining of 
sail-cloth of exactly the same size, that the heads of the nails 
might not wound the dogs' necks; then he begged me to sew 
together the skin and the canvas, as boys generally do not 
handle a needle with much dexterity : I consented, though to 
sew the newly-flayed skin was not a very pleasant occupation, 
and its smell, though Rud]y will not confess it, is, entre nous, 
intolerable. 

When the collars were finished, he wanted a belt; but Ernest 
j ndiciously remarking that the skin would shrink as it dried, and 
spoil the shape of everything made from it, Rudly followed his 
brother's advice, nailed his belt and collars on a plank, and exposed 
them to the sun; before night they were quite dry and fit to be 
worn, except for their disagreeable odour, which, I fear, they will 
long retain. 

The remainder of the day passed without any remarkable inci
dent. Towards evening, my mind being set at ease by your 
welcome signals, I retired with my children into our tent, whose 
entrance was guarded by our two faithful dogs. The night proved 
tranquil, but the reflections suggrstecl by our position aroused me 
at an early hour. My children had suffered greatly on the pre
ceding day from the heat, and I felt it would be impossible for us 
to remain much longer in a place so exposed on all sides to the 
sun's burning rays. A longing to discover some more suitable 
locality took entire possession of rny mind, while the thought of 
the dangers you were bearing to improve our condition fil1ed me 
with courage, and inspired me with the resolve to do something 
on my own part towardfl the general welfare. I recallerl to my 
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mind all you had told us of the fair fresh country which you Jrnd 

visited two days agone, and I doubted not that Providence hacl 

there reserved for us an asylum quite as secure as, and much more 

convenient than, this bare and sandy coast. 

At daybreak I hastened to the beach to make the signals we 

had agreed upon, and the joy with which I recognized yours you 

can understand; and as you had informed me it was probable you 

would not return until the evening, I prepared to undertake the 

little excursion I had projected. 
After breakfast I communicated my intention to the children, 

who received the announcement with great delight, and each one 

provided himself with necessaries for the journey. The t-wo eldest 

carried each a gun, a hunting-knife, and a game-bag filled with 

munitions and provisions ; for my part, I took a hunting-bag well 

storecl, a flask of water, and a sm,all hatchet in my hand. I closed 

the entrance to the tent, and having cast a last look at the sea, we 

started on our journey, accompanied by our two dogs, and leaving 

the rest in God's good guardianship. Our steps ,vere naturally 

directed along the course of the stream ; Turk, who had followed 

you in your expedition, appeared to recognize the road, and acted 

as our guide. By this means we soon arrived at the point where 

you had crossed the brook, which we, in our turn, crossed in safety, 

although not without some difficulty. 
Having reached the other side, we took our road a little by 

chance. On seeing myself alone in this desert, and with no pro

tection for little Fritz and myself but two young boys of eleven 

and thirteen years old, formidable only because they were able to 

use their weapons, I thanked God, and blessed him specially in my 

heart, dear husband, because from infancy you had accustomed your 

children to the management of fire-arms, although I had often 

blamed you secretly for what I :regarded as a complaisance which 

might be attended with fatal consequences, while it was, on your 

part, a prudent precaution, and at the same time a means of in

spiring them with prornptne s and courage. 
When ·we had climbed the ascent I was enchanted with the 

smiling aspect of the green and fertile country ; and, for the fir t 

Lime since our shipwreck, my heart thrilled with mingled elllotiouP. 
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APPEARANCE OF STRANGE BIRDS. 87 

of joy and hope. I noticed especially a pleasant little grove at 

a sbc,rt distance, and I resolved to direct our march towards it; 

but -we had to cross a plain covered with such tall grass that it 

rose above my head, and considerably retarded our progress. This 

~ c.,,~_{) , - ,, 
, .-.--..:....-..-""cl~: ta~ ~ =-- _., 
, /P p, ~ /,,., 

(· 

induced us to diverge to·wards the left, and we soon discovered 

your original track ; we follov,red it until we came in a right line 

with the little wood I peak of, when ·we quitted the path you hurl 

rnarked out, and moved in that direction. 
,Ye found our elve once more among the tall grass, when a 

.trange noii:;e suddenly broke on our ear , and at the same moment 

a bird of prodigious ize darted through the herbage, to our sur

pri e as well as terror. l\Iy two boys seized their guns, but before 

they could take aim the bird was far away. 
" '\-Vhat a nui ance ! " cried Erne. t; " if I had only had time to 

raise my gun, I would certainly have brought him down." 

" That is not o certain as you affirm," I replied; " and, be

sides, why did you let him take you unawares? A good hunter 

ought al way to be on the alert." 
" That may be "rejoined Ernest; "ancl if similar game hould 

present it elf, I "·m have a word to ay to it in pa sing. But let 

u find out the place " ·hence our vi itor emerged; perhaps he has 

hi ne t there and we hall a, certain hi pecie ." 
"For myself,'' . aid little Fritz c. T think he wa an eagle; his 

:,ize wa: . o pro<ligious." 
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GREAT BUSTARD (Otis tnrda). 

"As if all big 
birds were eagles!" 

"Besides," ad1led 
Ernest, " eagles do 
not make their nests 
among the herbage, 
but in the rocks. I 
am more inclined to 
tl1ink lie was a bus
tard, judging from 
his gray colour, and 
the feathery tuft 
which I caught 
sight of, like a 
couple of mous
taches, near his 
beak. What a pity 
we did not shoot 
him." 

Thns conversing, the two boys pushed forward among the high 
thick grass; but, behold, another bird, just like the first, although 
much larger, sprang up almost at their very feet, and was out of 
reach before my two hunters had adjusted and raised their muskets. 
I could not help laughing at the mortified looks with which they 
watched the flight of the lost bird. 

" You have let a capital dish escape you, gentlemen," said I; 
" and yet you were warned in good time. Never mind ; let us 
examine the nei:;t; perhaps the young bird8 may be there still." 

Our investigation, however, proved fruitless; for on approaching 
the spot from which the two birds had flown, we found, indeed, a 
kind of big nest, rudely built up of dry grass, but it was empty; 
and from the egg-shell around we conjectured that the little ones, 
though not long hatched, had saved themselves among the thick 
herbage. 

"Now, Fritz," said Ernest," you can see that they were not eagles; 
for not only do they never make their nests on the ground, but tbeir 
y01mg can never nm for Rome time after emerging from the shell ; 
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in this respect they are wholly unlike the ga1limicere-that is, snipes, 

partridges, peacocks, turkeys, guinea-hens. As for the e, from 

the dark gray colour of their plumage, the stripe of reddish-brown 

which borders their wings, and above all, from the few tufts of 

feather like moustaches which I noticed at the corner of the beak 

of the first bird, I think I may positively deelare they ·were 

bu:tanls." 
" Iy dear boy," said I, " you would perhaps do better to em

ploy your quick vision in taking aim at the bird than in ob erving 

the colour of his feathers and the moustaches upon bis bill; but, on 

the other hand, it would have been unfortunate for the poor fledglings 

if your skill had deprived them of their father or mother. Let 

us abandon for the present the tempting pleasures of the chase, 

and continue our journey." 

We soon arrived at the little wood towards which we had directed 

our teps; a host of unknown binls warbled and fluttered gaily 

around us, without evincing the lea. t alarm at our pre. ence. The 
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boy · wuukl ialll l1ave proved their skill a~ marksmen aL tl1e co t 

of the featherecl minstrel , but thi I would not permit, as it could 

not be of the . lighte t utility. 

We found that what had appeared to us in the di:tance to be a 

mall grove wa only a group of twelve or fourteen great tree" -

trees of a ize and tature which I have ne,·er before een even ap

proached. nd . ingula.r to relate., these gigantit: tree appeared 
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lo grow rather in the air than in the soil ; the trunk is raised 
above the ground by enormous roots, which cluster around it like 
o many flying buttresses, as if to support the centre of this won 

derful edifice, and assure its stability . 

Rudly clambered up 011e of the inner roots, and having measured 
with a piet.:e of twine the girth of the trunk at the point where tlie 
branches diverged, we found it amounted to thirty-four feet. To 
complete the circuit of the space comprised within the bound
ary of the farthest roots, I counted forty paces. As for the 
height from the roots to the first branches, which spread out hori
zontally to a great distance, it seemed to me that it could not be 
less than forty :o fifty feet. The foliage of these trees resemble 
that of our European walnuts : it is luxuriant, and affords a 
pleasant shade, so that the area which they shelter is clothed witb 
fresh thick grass; neither bushes nor brambles mar the beauty of 
the verdurous carpet; but all things combine to render the spot 
a most delightful and attractive retreat. 

Here we halted to enjoy a little rest, aud make our noontide re
past ; our wallet of provisions was opened; from a crystal streamlet 
near at hand we quenched our thirst; and we spent a couple of 
hours in welcome repose. I could not satiate myself with the 
loveliness of our leafy a ylum, and when reflecting on the numer
ous enemies to whose attacks we are exposed in this desert region, 
it seemed to me that if we could devise a means of establishing 
om dwelling-place among the branches of those noble tree1,, we should 
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BAXYA.X-TREE (Fu:us indica). 

he afe from every kind of accident. A , at the ame time, I had no 

rea on to pre'ume I should find any lo<.:ality superior to, combining 

more a,lvantage than thi,· most charming pot, I re 'olved to go 

no further. Only, instead of returning the way we came, I decided 

to keep along the seashore, in ca e the wave houlc.l have flung 

upon the and any portions of the wreck likely to be of advantage 

or utility . 
In that direction then we bent our ·tep, ; but we found few 

thing. worth aving . Mo, t of the article drifted a hore con i teJ 

uf ehc t . ea:k , and barreb, whose weight defied om effort' to 
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move them; we attemptecl, however, to roll them as far inland as 
possible, that they might not be washed out to sea by the next 
high tide. While the boys and I were thus. busily occupied, I 
noticed that our dog Juno was eagerly burrowing, with nose and 
paws, in the hot sand, and greedily swallowing something which 
Rhe disinterred. Ernest ran to the spot, and driving away the 
dogs, exclaimed,-

" Mamma, good news ! H erc are some turtles' eggs ; come and 
help me save them from voracious Juno, or she will not leave us 
one." 

I somewhat mistrusted the assertion of our young philosopher, 
even while I hastened to hiR as8istance. It was with much difficulty 
we kept off the dog. while we collected nearly two dozen eggs, as 
yet intact; those which ,vere broken we gave up to Juno as a re
ward for her discovery. 

" Then we had stored away our spoil with the utmost caution in 
our hunting-bags, our gaze being directed towards the sea, we caught 
sight of a sail rapidly bearing towards the coast. I was moved 
with mingled feelings of surprise and anxiety at the spectacle, for I 
could not distinguish the boat which carried it. Ernest declared 
it was you; Rudly, that it was our lost seamen returning in the 
shallop; while little Fritz, always a timid boy, flung himself 
into my arms; crying that it was a bony of cannibals coming to 
eat us. 

However, as the boat drew near, we saw that Ernest was rn 
the right. We ran full speed towards the brook, crossed it by 
leaping from stone to stone, and at length arrived at the place 
where you disembarked. 

Such is a true account of our journey of discovery; and now, 
if you would make me happy, consent that henceforth ,ve take up 
our abode in the shade of my magnificent trees. 

"What," said I, with a slight smile, "is all the security you 
have found for us a tree sixty feet high, among Yvhose branches, 
I suppose, we are to roost like fowls? that is, if we can get up to 
them-and I don't know how, unless we make a halloon ! " 
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"Oh, do not laugh at me," replied my wife; "T am sure my 

iclea i not impracticable. Have you not seen in our native land

at Zoffinque for example-an enormous lime-tree, ·with a dancing

platform constructed among it. boughs, to which people ascend by 

a flight of wooden steps? Can we not, in the same fa hion, build 

our sleeping-rooms on the summit of one of the smaller of the, e 

trees? At least, I should then no longer dread the visits of 

jackals, and of other nocturnal marauders of a more terrible char

acter. A. for the m ans of carrying out my suggestion, I leave it 

for you men to discover ; and I have no fear but that you will suc

ceed, if you put your heart into your work." 

""\Vell " I answered, "we will ee what can be done to satisfy 

you in thi matter; but, under any circumstances, from the de

scription you have given me of these singular trees, we should be 

able to erect a convenient habitation within their roots, and I 

ti.ink they ought to . upply the framework of a more comfortable 

retreat tban the canvas tent which has hitherto sheltered us. To

morrow we will go and examine the spot." 

At thi promi. e my wife's countenance recovered it. serenity, 

and our evening meal cn<led a joyously as it had begun. 

"Do you know, dear Elizabeth," I aid the next morning, when 

I woke at an early hour, "your cheme for changing our re idence 

pre. ent ome con iderable difficulties in more than one re pect? 

And before proceeding to carry it out, let us discns it a little. In 
the fir. t place, it seems to me prmlent to remain on the spot where 

Pro,idence has planted u. , and where we find both the mean of 

upplying our want from the tore which we can till obtain from 

the wreck and security, protectell a. we are on the landward side 

by thi chain of encircling rock·, and by the brook which dri:;cends 

thern:e into the ,ea." 

' Let me interrupt you there," ,aid my wife; "the barrier you 

~peak of did not prevent the jackal from intruding upon u,, and 

" ·ho ...,hall ay that tiger. and other wild bea ·t may not soon dis

cover the ame track? As for what supplie. may still be drawn 

from the ·hip I conf e . eeing the great quantity of article al

ready collecterl I could almo:'t wi. h the . ea would wallow up the 

remainrlcr of that ill-fated ve" rl. As long a. it remain there. 
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my anxiety will be continual. An<l besides, you clo not lrnow how 

much we suffer here from the heat. While you and Frederick 

wandered in shady woods, gathering delicious fruits, you little 

imagined the torture inflicted upon 'as by the burning tropical sun. 

Consider all these inconveniences, Albert, and I am sure you will 

yield to my arguments." 

For a while I sat silent : if my wife's eloquence had not entirely 

converted me to her side, at least I could not help acknowledging 

to myself the truth and force of her objections. 

"Well," I resumed at la t, '' since you consider this change so 

needful, we will attempt it ; and, to meet both our views, we will 

construct an habitation in the shadow of your giant trees, while, 

at the same time, we avail ourselves of our present abode as a store

house, and a stronghold in case of invasion. I hope, with the help 

of gunpowder, to fling down some rocks on this side, and so close 

up the passage that not even a cat could force it; but before under

taking anything else, we must throw a bridge across yonder stream, 

if we intend to march out of our present settlement like honour

able warriors, with our arms and baggage." 

"Ah, well, then," cried my poor ·wife, in a tone of despair, "it 

will be long before we shall establish ourselves in my charming re

treat. Build a bridge I Can you think of such an undertaking? 

And why not let us, as a beginning, load ourselves with simple 

necessaries, and ford the stream as we have done already? The 

ass and cow will carry on their backs the remainder of om wealth." 

"Which they would do in any case, and much more conveniently 

if the bridge were built. But then we must provide them with 

some kind of saddle, or some suitable harness. Well, while you 

are arranging all these matters, my sons and I will pretty nearly 

finish our bridge, which, once erected, will be alway serviceable. 

The brook, too, is neither more nor less than a mountain-torrent, 

which in the rainy season will probably swell so as to render the 

passage impossible, or perilous. We shall run the risk of losing 

all our animals; and shall we ourselve be always as fortunate or 

as skilful as we have lately been in crossing those wandering waters 

on a row of stepping-stones ? " 
l\Iy wife yielded to my reasoning. 
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" Come," said she, with a rcRignecl air, "let God's will be done. 

But let us set to work immediately, for we have no time to lose." 

\Ve aroused the children, and communicated to them our inten

tions. Great was their delight at the pro pect of changing their 

re idence, and of erecting a new settlement in a more agreeable and 

sheltered locality. But the preliminary task of constructing a 

bridge they did not relish so heartily, for they foresaw that it would 

entail upon them much hard and painful labour. 

\Vhile my wife, who had been engaged in milking the cow and 

the goats, prepared a di. h of soupe aii lait, or milk-broth, for our 

breakfa t, my sons and I launched our boat, for I ·wished to re

vi it the wreck in search of planks and beams suitable for our 

bridge-building. Our manageress soon summoned us to our open

air repa t, which vividly reminded my children of the al fl'esco 

breakfast of their native land; and, as soon as it was over, I em

barked with Frederick and Ernest, whom I took to assist at tbe 

oar:;, becau ·e I knew the weight of the timber I intended to bring 

back would render our progre s slow and tecliou . 

With the favour shown him Ernest was enchanted; he seized an 

oar, and handled it with equal energy and skill; we soon gained 

the offing of the brook, where the current caught nsi and bore UH 
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rapidly out to sea; on our route we sighted a little islet, which 

"'as crowded with gulls, puffins, and other sea-birds, filling the air 

with their hoarse clamour. 

To ascertain the cau e of such an assemblage, I rowed with all 
my might to get clear of the current; then, when ,,e had made 

out the bearings of the isle, I hoisted my sail, and a fresh breeze 

soon brought us up to it. 
" I think, papa," said Ernest, "the birds are attracted thither by 

some kind of prey." 

And in fact, on landing, we found the carcass of an enormous 

fish lying upon the beach, and covered with a host of great sea

bird., which were so busily engaged in tearing it to pieces, that our 

loud shouts, und even the discharge of a gun loaded with powder 

into their midst, did not frighten them from their prey. This fish 

was the shark which Frederick had so cleverly marked the day 

before, and we discovered in his head the three large holes still 

filled with blood where he had been shot. 

" If we could get rid of these voraciou · companions," I remarked 

to my sons, "we would cut off some strips of the hide, which is 

very firm and tenacious; at need, they would provide us with 

excellent shagreen." 
Ernest immediately drew his ramrod, and striking courageously 

to right and left through the famished host, opened a passage for 

me. Once masters of the battle-field, we easily prevented the birds 

from approaching; in hot haste we remover!. a few pieces of tlie 

monster's skin, and bore thern to our boat. 
Thi s was not the only advantage we derived from our descent; 

for, on examining the shore of this islet, or rather sandbank, we 

found it covered with spars and planks of all shapes and size , 

which the waves had drifted thither, and which were undoubt,edly 

the remains of wrecked vessels. This valuable discovery relieved 

us from the necessity of visiting our ship. We selected those 

timbers which seemed most suitable for our purpose; then, by 

means of a screw and two levers which we liad. brought with u , we 

raised them from the beach and started tbem into the water. I 

next bounrl together the beam as secmely as possible with stout 

ropes, and, with the help of my two sons, stretched the planks upon 
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them, an<l nailed them firmly in their places. Having thus con
tructed a kind of rude raft, I took it in tow of our boat, hoisted 

sail, and et out on our return voyage. 
To render it as little wearisome a. po sible, I endeavoured to 

take advantage of the breeze which blew inshore, and after a few 
manceuvres, which were not un. kilful on the. part of mariners of so 
little experience, we had the pleasure of seeing our canvas swell, 
fill out, and bear us maje tically towards the land. During our 
voyage Frederick, in obedience to my orders, nailed the bands of 
the shark's skin to the mast and deck to dry them in the sun. 
Ernest, always interested in any details of a zoological character, 
attentively examined some of the birds he had so valiantly knocked 
down with l1is ramrod, and having decided their genera and species, 
he related some interesting particulars relative to the tupidity 
of gull. and their congeners, which live wholly on dead fish ann 
carrion; whence their flesh contracts so disagreeable a flavour that 

it i. impos,· ible to eat them. J:irom the gull , our converation 
pa~scd to the strips of hide, which Frederick endeavoured to keep 
trctch <l out, but which curved and hrivelled in pite of all his 

care· but when I told him that, even in , uch a condition, the skin 
would furni. h u with xcellent leather u eful for many purpo. es, 
Errn:ist made a r mark which T ought not to forget. 

7 



98 CATCHING CRUSTACEANS. 

"It is very fortunate," said he, after reflecting awhile, and just 
as I had concluded my remarks on the shark's ferocious habits, 
"that God has placed the shark's throat under its snout, and not 
at the end." 

"Wh ?" I . . d y. mqmre . 
" Because, so nimble and gluttonous is the monster, that it would 

speedily have depopulated the seas if it had not been obliged to turn 
on its back to seize its prey; which frequently gives the prey an 
opportunity of escaping." 

"Bravo, my young philosopher! I approve of your remark; and 
if we are not admitted to a knowledge of the Creator's secret 
designs, such conjectures are always a useful intellectual enter
tainment ! " 

Having gained the little bay in safety, we lowered our sail, and, 
after mooring our boat in its usual station, landed on the shore 
which we had quitted four hours previously. None of our family 
were there to receive us, but their absence did not alarm me as on 
the first occasion; all three of us raised a joyous "Hurrah ! " which 
was quickly answered, and we beheld my wife and lrnr two little 
companions hastening to meet us. 

Little Fritz carried on his shoulder a fishing-net fastened to a 
stick; RucUy held in his hand a handkerchief filled with some 
treasures whose nature we could not conjecture. As he drew near, 
he gave it a gentle shake, and we saw a quantity of beautiful fresh
water crabs make their appearance. My wife had her handkerchief 
full of the same spoil. 

"Who discovered this new treasure?" exclaimed I, surprised. 
" I-papa-I ! " shouted Fritz, leaping and jumping in an 

ecstasy of delight. 
"Yes," said Rudly, "it was Fritz; but it was I who went in 

search of the net, which, as you know, papa, I brought from the 
ship, with some beautiful fishing-tackle; and it was I who walked 
into the water up to my knees, to catch these jolly crabs. Fritz, 
while looking for pebbles on the bank of the stream, saw them 
swimming around the jackal's carcass which we flung into the 
water yesterday; it was covere<l with them, and we should have 
caught many more if ,ve had not heard your voice." 
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"You have caught quite enough for to-day, my boys; in fa.ct, 
like prudent fishers, you must throw back into the stream all the 
young ones; we shall catch them again by-and-by. God be thanked 
for this new means of supplying our wants! Let us enjoy, but not 
abuse it." 

CH.AH (Cancer pagurus). 

After liberating the smaller crabs, which were restored to their 
natural element, my wife carried off wh:;i.t remained to prepare our 
dinner. Meanwhile, we occupied ourselves in hauling ashore the 
timber necessary for the construction of our bridge. Rudly, dur
rng our absence, had looked out a suitable spot, and having pointed 
it out to me, I perceived that it was in reality the most advan
tngeous point, but it was at a considerable distance from the place 
where we had moored our raft. We had no means of transporting 
it thither, and to think of accomplishing it by our unaided strength 
was o hviou ly absurd. 

I then bethought myself of the simple modes of transport i.n 

vogue among the Laplanders. who harness the reindeer to their 
-;ledge . I secure(l a long and stout rope to the horns of our cow-
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for all t11e strength of these creatures is in their head-nn<l the 

other end I faRtened to t11e piece of timber which I wished to 

remove. For the ass I contrived a kind of rope collar, and then 

attached to it a couple of cords, which, of course, were also looped 

round the burden he was intended to draw. 

The expedient proved wholly successful. In a few trips, the 

transport of all our materials was effected . It then became neces

sary to ascertain the width of the stream, so as to pick out among 

our beams those which were long enough to traverse it. Ernest 

suggested a very simple device-namely, to fasten a stone to a piece 

of pack-thread, hurl it to the other side, and measure the string 

after we had drawn back the stone. This we did without delay, 

and found that the distance from one bank to another was about 

eighteen feet . As it seemed desirable the bridge should overlap 

the bank by at least three feet, we selected among our beams all 

those which measured twenty-four feet or upwards. Then came 

the difficulty--how were such heavy pieces of timber to be thrown 

i:tcross the steep scaurs of the stream? We lost much time in 

attempting to solve the problem, and as my wife had giYen. us 

notic0 that the dinner was ready, we repaired to our open salo??, 

where an excellent basin of rice-sour, and a superb dish of crabs 

smoking hot, awaited our attention. 
B efore seating ourselves at the table, my wife showed me the 

work on which she had been engaged all the morning-namely, a 

couple of large sacks made of sailclotJ1 , and fastened with pack

thread, for our ass and cow. I could not but admire her patient 

industry; for as she had neither awl nor needle strong enough for 

such rude work, she had sown up the bag·s with a nail. With 

almost incredible perseverance she had thrust the thread through 

each hole pierced by the nail; so true is it that to an intelligent 

being nothing is impossible. 
Our meal was hurried, for we wished to get forward with our 

work while daylight lasted. We discussed, while eating, the best 

method of hauling our beams into their places, and at last I thought 

of a fefi-sible scheme. 
On the side of the brook lay the trunk of an old tree; by means 

of our jack , I got one of the timbers stretcl1etl along t]1e bank in 
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uch wi e that one extremity touched the ba e of thi' trunk, to 
which I fa tened it by a tolerably lack rope. I al o twi. ted round 
it another rope, long enough to go twice acros the brook; next I 
took the other end, and carrying, ith me our boat's tackle-block, 
cro. sccl the current on the stone. with which it wa be prinkled. 

Having reached the other side, I booked the tackle-block to a 
tall stout tree ran my rope through its pulley , and so brought it 
back to the place where my young architects were standing, O\'er
come " ·ith a toni hment at my operations, which they did not 
urnler. tancl. I then brought up the ass and cow, harne ed my 
cable to them, and driving them away from the brook, of cour e 
they tretcl1ed the rope quite taut. It glided easily through the 
pulley , rai ed the beam, turned it gently round the trunk of the 
tree. which erved to steady it, and gradually drew it aero s the 
brook. where I lowered it into its position. 

After the fir t beam wa fixed, our work grew easy; we quickly 
got four into their proper place ; and my boys, who could not 
deny them elve the plea ure of kipping merrily over thi imper
fect erection, arranged the ends on one bank while I did the same 
on the other; next "·e placed a number of planks aero s them, a 
close a po ible, only I did not nail them to the joists, that we 
might be able, if called upon to defend ourselve again t any un
fore een attack, to destroy the bridge at once, and impede the 
pas:age of the rivulet. 

The day' w·ork completely exhau ted us· we returned to our 
tent, and after having supped, and thanked Heaven for the new 
favour.' it hacl showered upon u we ·ought on our gra y cou<.:hes 
the re t of which "·e tood in urgent need. 

Iy fir ·t care, on the following day, wa to a emble my children 
rouncl me, and explain to them the manner in which they ought to 
con<luct them. elve in their pre ent ituation. 

"\Ye are going," I aid, "to re icle in a country which is per
hap more ao-reeable, but will al o be le · ecure than thi ; we 
know as yet but few of it. re ·ource , and not all it dangers. Be 
prudent therefore; keep alway on your guard; and, above all, 
ake goofl care that rluring the journey none of you stray from the 

nH1i11 bo<ly or loiter behind." 
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My sons promised to pay the greatest attention to my instruc
tions, and assured me of their implicit obedience. 

After morning prayer was over, and breakfast finished, we made 
the necessary preparations for our departure. ·vv e collected our 
cattle. The cow and the ass were loaded with our heavier articles: 
both carried a great sack in the form of a saddle-bag-that is to 
::;ay, closed at the ends and open in the middle-which enabled us 
to place in them a great quantity of things without any fear of 
their falling out. This first journey we could only carry absolute 
necessities, such as our cooking utensils, our biscuits, butter, cheese, 
portable soup, powder and shot, our ordinary fire-arms, our ham
mocks, and woollen coverlets. 

The loading was nearly completed when my wife arrived with 
her famous bag, for which she claimer!. a place. 

"Nor is that all," said she; "we must find the means of carry
ing away our poultry, it would be all over with the poor creatures 
if we left them to the mercy of the jackals. And you must put 
little Fritz on the donkey. The child could not walk all the dis
tance, at least not without greatly retarding our progres::;." 

I contrived to mount our little boy on the donkey's back among 
the bales, and his mamma's bag, which we had christened the 
Enchanted, served him as a cushion. As for the poultry, I hardly 
knew how to carry out my wife's desire; they were dispersed all 
about the place, and my sons hunted them vigorously without being 
able to secure a single prisoner. 

"Enough, enough," cried my \vife; "do not heat yourselves with 
running, for I have thought of a way to entrap them." 

" Come, then, mamma, let us see it; you will be very cunning 
and skilful if you succeed." 

"You think so? Well, you shall see, my boys, whether those 
who have recourse to their intelligence do not succeed better than 
those who trust blindly to their strength or agility." 

At these words, fumbling in her Enchanted Bag, she drew forth 
a few handfuls of seed, and making a gesture of scattering them 
a.broad, began to call the fowls. Lo, not only the hens, but also 
the pigeons, made their appearance at the good housewife's voice, 
and followed her into the tent, where, having flung them the grai11, 
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upon which all the feathered troop rushed eagerly, she closed the 

entrante, and, in a moment, made them prisoners. The children 

laughe<l heartily at their mother's stratagem, and acknowledged 

that she was much cleverer than they were. Rudly was irn;tructed 

to creep into the tent, like a fox into the poultry-yard, to seize 

the captives one after another, and hand them out to us. TheP 

we tied their feet, and placed them pell-mell in a basket on the 

cow's back, taking care to cover the ba ket that the darkness might 

reduce the noi 'Y crew to ilencc. We afterwards piled within the 

tent all the articles we could not transport on this occasion, closed 

the entrance, and having rolled again t it our banels and chests, 

n.bandoned the remainder of our property to the guardian hip of 

Providence. 
t length we started on our march, folly armed, aml each carry

ing on his back a bag of provision . Frederick anrl hi mother ]ed 

the van. xt t·ame the cow, and the donkey, with Fritz mounted 
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on hi.s back. The goats, directed by Rudly, formed a third body, 
the li.ttle ape, perched on his foster-goat, making incessant grim
aces. Grave Ernest took charge of the sheep, and, finally: the 
father of the family, watchful and anxious, formed the rear-guard. 
Our flanks were protecterl by the two dogs, like active aides-de
camp, who rushed continuously from the head to the bottom of 
the column. 

The caravan advanced slowly, but in good order, and presenting 
quite a patriaTcbal appearance. 

"Behold us," I said to Ernest, "traversing the unknown desert 
like our fathers of old, and as the Arabs, the Tartars, and other 
nomades do at the present day, who continually change their 
quaTters, accompanied by their numerous herds. But when they 
accomplish their migrations they have their good strong horses, 
their much-enduring camels, and not, like us, only a poor emaci
ated cow and a starveling donkey. For my part, I sincerely trust 
that this journey may be the last of its kind." 

"I hope, my dear," said my wife gently, for she detected a 
covert reproach in my last words-" I hope, and, in fact, I so surely 
believe that we shall find ourselves happily situated in the place tu 
which I am conducting you, that I will gladly submit to your cen
sure for having suggested this undertaking, if hereafter you do not 
expre1:>s your entire satisfaction." 

"Do not doubt it, my dear," said I, hastening to answer her; 
"we follow you with pleasure, and the comforts we shall enjoy 
hereafter will be doubly dear, because we shall owe them to you." 

Beguiling the way with agreeable conversation, we arrived at the 
bridge, where our cortege was increased by the accession of a new 
member who had not previously formed part of it. The pig, always 
obstinate and intractable, we had been compelled to leave behind. 
but on seeing us depart he had set out full gallop after us; he 
rejoined us as the cattle defiled slowly ovr.r the bridge, and mingleJ 
\.vith the troop, although his continual grunting proved that he ·was 
much dissatisfied with his journey. 

On reaching the other bank, we were obstructed by an unfon~
seen incident. The rich luxuriant foliage which covered the soil 
proved so tempting to our poor beasts, that they spread thcmselvcR 
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m every direction to enjoy the uuaccustomed banquet. Disorder 

prevailed in the rank , and we should have found it a difficult task 

to reassemble the stragglers, but foT our trusty dogs, who set tc 

work, bark::.ng and jumping, to drive them into their places, and 

enabled us, after awhile, to resume our march. But for fear sucb 

an event might again occur, I ordered our advanced guard to keep 

to the left, and skirt the ea-shore, where there wa · no probability 

our cattle would be exposed to a similar temptation. 

carcely had we gained a more open conntry than our dog~ 

darted away, with furiou' barking , into the tall herbage whence we 

had ju t emerged. One would have thought they were attacking 

a wild bea t. Frederick immediately loaded his rifle; Ernest took 

hi tand by hi mother' side, making ready hi musket · also: 

Rudly, always ra. h, ran in the direction whence the sound pro

ceeded without even lifting hi gun; while for myself, with my 

weapon lowered and my finger on the trigger, I advanced cautiou ly 

towards the same point, impre ·sing upon everybo<1y the necessity 

of coolne ·s and prudence. But Ruclly, tran ported by his fervour , 

had da heel into the thick gra. ; almo t at the same moment he 

reappeared crying,-
" Oh, papa, an enormou porcupine! A mon ter ! ·yvith 

bri, tles as long a my arm ! Come, come quickly ! " 

I ha tene<l to the spot and srrn· our dog hovering anxiously 

arounr1 a porcupine, which wa by uo mean a mon t er in ·ize, 

but which, with a terrible noi. e, rolled it elf up into a ba11 aJ1d 
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erected its spine so rapidly and so vigorously that its two Lrnvc 
assailants, with bleeding muzzles, were at a loss how to seize their 
enemy. 

T1rn PORCUPINE (Hyst1·ix cristatci ). 

Rudly, seeing their discomfiture, drew from his belt of jnckal's 
skin a pistol, aimed, and fired almost close to the creature's head. 
The porcupine fell dead. I reprimanded Rudly for his impetuo
sity-he might, in his haste, have wounded one of us, or killed one 
of the dogs; but the young gentleman was so transported with 
delight at his victory that he paid but little attention to my re
proaches;. nothing would content him but to carry off the porcu
pme. With his brother's assistance he knotted his handkerchief 
nround the creature's neck, and dragged it towards the place where 
his mother was resting herself, in great anxiety respecting the 
issue of the event. 

" See, mamma," he cried, as he approached; " look at this ter
rible animal, which I have killed with one shot from my pistol! 
We must carry it with us, for papa says its flesh is capital eating." 

While my wife willingly congratulated her son on his exploit, 
she did not accede very warmly to his proposition. Ernest mean
while examined the animal with curiosity, and remarked that it 
liacl incisor teeth, and ears and feet shaped like those of man. 
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" I wir:,h," ::mid Rudly, with a somewhat boastful air; " I wish 
you could have seen it raising its bristles against the dogs! But 
I advanced, and, puff-with a single shot I stretched it dead! 
Ho, ho, but it is a terrible beast to attack ! " 

" Not so terrible either," replied Frederick, a little jealous of 
his brother's achievement, though he showed no sign of it, " since 
yon dared to approach him. It is true that we-that father anrl 

I-treatetl it respectfully, and that without your eagerness-" 
" It is not les true that it was I who killed it," answered Ruclly, 

t:ipiritcdly; " and before you!" added he, with a mocking air. 
I checked the discussion, fo~· it was on the point of becoming 

daugcrous, and once more reminded my sons of the union which 
ought to exist between brothers. 

" You all of you work for the general good, do you Hot, my 

boys'? \Vhat matters, then, who was the most fortunate or the 
most skilful in this encounter? And now, before going further, 
let us relieve our poor clogs from the bristles which are torment
ing them. Though the lea t boastful, they were uot the least 
courageou ." 

Our brave companions were covered about the muzzle with a 

quantity of the e darts, which, owing to their slight adhesion to 

the porcupine's skin, had got loosened in the combat. Hence, the 
ancients were wont to say that the animal \\·as at once quiver, bow, 

and arrow. During this operation, which required a tolerable 
amount of addres , I gave: my on ome curious details concerning 
porcupines and their way , and took care to expo e the folly of the 

vulgar error that tl1ey posse s the faculty of hurling their own 
dart· again t the dogs or hunters who attack them. 

' It is very strange," added I, ' that natural history, where 

truth is al way ' pal pablc, should be the one of all human sciences 

whid1 nrnn ha most di:figurecl by embelli hing it with marvellou 
circum tan<.:es, a if nature wa not beautiful and wonderful enough 

in it elf; a · if it needed the a istance of our silly imaginations to 

render it what it really is-grand, magnificent, and ever worthy of 
admiration.'' 

At Ruclly' urgent reque t, we decided that the porcupine should 
ue included among out luggage. "\Vith great care I removed all 
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the ani1ual's spines, wrapped it up 111 grass, and afterwanls in a 
piece of canvas, fastened it on 01tr donkey's back, and then gave 
the signal to resume our march. Frederick, with his gun sloping. 
and his finger on the trigger, marched at our head, in the hope of 
discovering- some g::tmP. which he might bring down on his own 
account. 

At length we arrived at the trees, the goal of our journey; rn 
height and size they surpassed my utmost conceptions. " What 
trees ! " exclaimed Ernest; " they are trnly colossal. J3ut to "·hat 
family or genus do they belong? Are they mangoes? or are they-" 

"Bah ! " cried Rudly, who gave his opinion on all things with
out reflection ; " you need only look at the leaf to see that they 
are walnuts." 

" You are grossly mistaken," interrupted I , '' for I think these 
gigantic trees, from their aspect, and from the extraordinary elern
tion of their roots, mu t belong to the fig-tree genus, or Ficoidcc, 
and perhaps to that species known as the Fig of the Antilles, or, 
in India, as the Banyan. But whatever their right name, my 
dear Elizabeth," said I , turning to my ,cvife, who appeared to enjoy 
my mingled admiration and surprise; "wLatever their right name, 
I must acknowledge that their discovery, and the idea of establish
ing our home among t them, does you honour. We mnst, to begin 
with, take up our lodging in the lower part-that is, among the 
roots, which seem like the ready prepared framework of our cabin; 
but if we ever succeed in perching ourselves at the summit, we 
shall be perfectly secure from wild beasts. I would defy even t}ie 
bears of our native mountains to climb a trunk so immense And so 
free from knot or projection." 

We then began to unpack our baggage; and, to prevent the 
animals from straying, tied the fore-legs of each, except of the pig 
who, as ever, proved utterly intractable; we were compelled tu 
give her her liberty. We allowed the hens and pigeons full license 
to settle themselves where they would.. While thus occupied, we 
were somewhat startled by a musket-shot at a considerable di . tance 
in our rear. All our surprise vanished, however, when we heard 
the merry vnice of Frederick, wl10, issuing from the wood, shouted 
loudly,- 'I 
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" Hit! I have hit him I" 
\Vith one leap he was at our side. 

"See, papa, what a splendid tiger-cat I have tumbled over!" 

'' Bravo, Mr. l\Iarksman," cried I; "you have performed a chi

valrons action on behalf of our pigeons and poultry, for to-night 

(I 'ih--½',Wc._';,c .--
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for thcv are the 11rallli 

thi: gentleman would have , pared u the 

trouble of ever putting one of them to 

the spit. You will do well to keep your 

eyes open, in ca. e any of hi eoncrenen; 

come prowling in our neighbourhood, 

~t enemies of every kind of fowl." 

Rrn rst tli ll not fail to cli. play hi . , cicnce in reference to thi , new 
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prey, and while jesting him on the erudition which he tried to air 
on all occasions, we agreed that instead of the name of tiger-cat, 
hastily bestowed by Frederick, that of margai would suit it better 

"All that I ask now," said the young sportsman, "is, that Rudly 
won't spoil this creature's beautjful skin, as he did the jackal's. 
See, papa, what a fine effect these brown stripes and spots produce 
on the golden yellow ground of the fur ! It would be a great pity, 
would it not? And I should like to make a belt out of it to carry 
my pistols and hunting-knife." 

I approved of the project, and as the animal's flesh could be of 
no use to us, I thought it would furnish a capital meal for our 
dogs, of whose nourishment we had also to take care. Consequently, 
I explained to my son how he might skin the margai without doing 
it any injury, and the flesh we immediately divided between the 
dogs. Rudly, who ·wished to render his porcupine serviceable, then 
begged me to assist him in skinning it, because he was of opinion that 
the hide would make admirable defensive collars when their present 
ones were worn out. These operations at an end, I cut the por
cupine into halves, one of ·which was deposited in the crock, where 
my wife was preparing our soup; the other was salted, ann 1mng 
up in the open air, for next clay's use. 

At a short distance from our tree rippled ;;he limpid waters of 
a p1 easant streamlet. vVe found some stones in its bed, whicJ1 
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served for the erection of a fireplac;c ; with dry twigs and branches 

we kindled a glorious fire, and we left our good housewife busily 

preparing our dinner. 
Meanwhile I amused myself in converting some of the porcu

pine's quills into needles, as a gift for my wife, to whom I knew 

I must speedily have recourse for assistance in making a set of 

harness. I took a large nail, and wrapping the head in a piece 

of thick stuff, I placed the point in the fire until it was red hot; 

I was then able to pierce a hole in the quills without any fear of 

splitting them; and in this fashion I contrived a variety of needles 

of different sizes, fit only, it is true, for working twine or pack

thread. Yet were they gladly accepted by my wife, who knew 

that they would considerably lighten her sewing operations. 

Constantly brooding over the idea of an aerial habitation, I con

ceived at length the project of fabricating a ladder of rope; for, 

besides that we bad no means of making any other, it was neces

ary, at the outset, we hould fasten to the lowest boughs the rope 

Ly which we might ascend them. 
I therefore exercised my children in throwing stones to which 

a long piece of twine was attached ; but the branches being fully 

thirty feet from the ground, none of the projectiles reached them, 

and I was compelled to adopt some other expedient. 

But my wife announcing that the dinner was ready, I deferred 

the matter for the pre ent. The porcupine, boiled, made an excel

lent soup, and we fouml the flesh savoury, though hard ; my wife, 

however, could not conquer her prejudices against it, and contented 

lier elf with a slice of ham and a morsel of Dutch cheese. 

1 o sooner was our meal at an end than I began to make ready 

our night-quarters: I uspended our hammocks under the vault 

formed by the branche of our giant tree, and covering the whole 

exterior with our great piece of sail-cloth, we were quickly proYided 

with a helter from the night dew and the attacks of in ects. 

When thi ta k wa. completed, and while, on her part, my in

dustriou wife was engaged in the fabrication of a set of harne s 

for the cow and a , which I de igned employing on the following 

day in hauling up the beam and timber nece sary for our aerial 

re:idence, I repaired \\ith Fretlerick and Erne t to the ea-shore 
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to examine the articles which lay there, ancl especially to search 

for materials wherewith to construct my projected rope-ladder. 

The beach was covered with driftwood, but most of it was unfit 

for our purpose, or to have made it fit would have required a con

siderable amount of labour; and my scheme would probably have 

come to nothing, had not Ernest discovered a pile of bamboos partly 

covered with sand and mud. These were just what I required: I 

extricated the bamboos from the sand, stripped them of the leave 

with which they were still garnished, cut them into canes each 

about five feet long, and made them up into three bundles, that 

they might be t]rn more easily removed to our establishment. 

Afterwards I looked about for some patches of reeds, where I 

might find a few light and hoJlow stems suitable for arrows-all 

being necessary to work out the scheme I Jrnd devised for scaling 
our colo sal tree. 

We accordingly directed our steps towards a thick copse which 

scernell to me of the kind I wanted. According to our custom , we 

were armed, and we advancerl cautiously towards the brushwood, in 

doubt w11 ether it might not conceal some reptile or other dangerous 

animal. Our dog marched before us; but as soon as we came 

near the bush, Juno darted forward with her usual vehemence, and 

roused a covey of fine flamingoes, which, beating their wings with 

a great noise, soared slowly into tl1e air. Frederick, always 

prompt, and this time on J1i . guard, fired right into the mid t of 

the winged squadron, and brought down a couple of the bircls. 

One of them remained where it fell, but the other, being only 

slightly wounded, began to ply its long legs in swift and sudden 

fli ght. Frederick hastened to take possession of the dead bird 

with so much precipitation that he plunged into a swamp. Warned 

by ]ii. mishap, l made a detour in pursuit of the fugitive, but I 

should not have overtaken it without the assistance of Juno, who, 

cutting off its retreat, seized it adroitly by one wing, and so gave 

me time to come up. I carried it to my ons, whose joy at seeing 
this handsome bird , till alive was indescribable. 

"Is it much hurt?" they exclaimed; "can we dress its wound ? 

Oh. if we could only tame it! Tf we could find a place for it with 
our hens!., 

.\ 
ti 

Ii' 
I' 



TOTES IN TA'J'UH.AL HISTORY. 113 

-
.,;_..I-~ - -- ' 

-.:,___ ....... :._ -.=- ~~:__ ~---. :-

.s - --"1--r 

-~ Vii{ j T =--c:-
H.osi,: l!'LAMINOO (Phamico71terus ,-ube,·'. 

And they pour\!<l out a core of question , which I answered rn 
the be t manner po ible. 

' ·what a :plendiil plumage!" cried Erne -t; " what lively and 

brilliant colour ! It i strange," continued the young observer; 

" thi bird ha webbed feet like tho e of the goose, and long legs 

like the tork' . o it run upon the land a. swiftly as it l:)wim 
in the wn.ter ." 

" You mn.y add that it flie. equally well in the air, for its 

wing are trong and vigorou . There i more than 011e genus of 

bird which unite the e Yariou advantage ." 

"But," a ·ke<l Frederick, '' have all the flamingoe a rose-hued 

body and fie. h-tinte<l. leo- like the e? I thought I saw ome gray 

and grnyi. h-white in the flock which I fired at.' 

" Oh " replied Erne t, who found him elf now in his element, 

" tho e you aw were young bird ; they only a ume the. e beauti

ful colour a they arlvance in year .. " 
(;,,;1., h 
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" In tbat c.;ase," rejoined Frederick, "the one I have shot won't 

make a very dainty ' roast;' for, from the beauty of its plumage, 

it must be very old. However, we will carry it for our mother 

to see." 

Delighted with their double capture, my children were now very 

busy : Frederick, in tying his game by the feet, that he might 

carry it com/ortably upon his back; Ernest, in wrnpping his 

handkerchief about the wounded bird, that it might suffer as little 

as possible. Meanwhile, I cut down a handful of reeds; I picked 

out those which bad already flowered, because I knew that with 

these the American Indians always made their darts. I al o cut 

two or three stems at their full length, to assist me in measuring 

the height of our tree by a geometrical procedure. To Ernest I 

intru ted the reeds; the wounded :flamingo I took charge of my

self ; while Frederick, besides his game, carried two of the packets 

of bamboos we had left upon the beach. Loaded in this fa hion, 

we returned to our family, and were received, as usual, with shouts 

of joy, but this time mingled with exclamations of surprise. 

" Oh, what have you got there, Frederick? What a magnificent 

bird ! What do you call it? Is it spiteful? Will it bite? Oh, 

the poor thing is wounded ! How will you cure it?" and a 

hundred similar observations. Our manageress, however, did not 

seem to participate in the general enthusiasm, and remarked that 

so many animals to be fed at home would require a large supply 

of provisions. But I reas ured her by explaining that our new 

guest would not put us to any cost, for, as the flamingo feeds only 

on in ects and small fi h, it would pick up its own meals on the 

bank of the stream, where I intended to establish it. 

The anxiety of my wife was soothed by this information, and it 

brought back a plea ed smile to the countenance of my younger 

auditors. Then I examined the poor bird's wound. It turned 

out to be nothing more than a slight bruise on the right wing, 

which was also somewhat injured by Juno's teeth, but I had no 

doubt it could easily be healed. I anointed the sores with a mix

ture of wine and butter, and supported the wing by a suitable 

bandage; after which I tie<l a good-sized stone to the bird' foot, 

by a cord long enough and slack enough to permit of its ,rnlkillg 
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about freely, and getting down to the brook . My surgical treat 
ment proved very successful; for in a few days the wound was 
healed, and the bird, conquered by the cares and caresses lavished 
upon it, soon grew tame. 

Meantime, my sons, by stringing together the tall reeds I had 
cut down, thought they could devise a means of measuring the 
stature of our tree . They speedily discovered their mistake, and 
came to tell me, laughing, that it would take ten times as many to 
reach the lowest branches. 

" I doubt it, gentlemen," said I; " but there is a far simpler 
method than yours of ascertaining the tree's height : it is the 
method employed for estimating the elevation of lofty moun
tains; geometry applies it, and you shall see me put it into 
practice." 

So I set to work; and with a couple of canes planted in the 
ground, and some twine, which I twisted round the trunk of the 
tree, and which I fastened at the other end to some very short 
stalks, I drew out a triangle. Then I calculated its dimensions 
geometrically, and having found that it measured thirty feet from 
one angle to another, I informed my young people, who had 
watched the process with much curiosity, that the height of our 
future abode would be thirty feet above the ground. The result 
appeared marvellous in their eyes, and inspired them with a strong 
taste for geometry. I had studied it deeply in my youth, and now 
found it a great advantage that I retained some knowledge of so 
useful a science to extricate me from much embarrai:;sment in my 
novel situation. 

Now that I had ascertained the exact height, I ordered 
Frederick to measure off our stock of cord; and the little ones to 
roll up the twine into a ball, as I should shortly require it. 
Seating myself on the sward, and bending a strong bamboo into 
a kind of bow, I shaped the reeds which I had collected for the 
purpose into arrows, but arrows without any points. To render 
them swifter, and smer of flight, I tipped them with flamingo 
feather , and i:;oon found myself the owner of a savage weapon of 
tolerably handsome appearance. The boys, when they caught 
sight of it, capered about me, crying, "Ha, ha! a bow! a bow ! 
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Yes, and arrows also ! Oh, papa, let me shoot! no-I, papa-I 
can shoot famously." 

" Patience, boys, patience ; I claim a prior right to my inven
tion ; so, with your permission, I will fire the first shot, for yon 
must surely believe that I ha Ye not made this for a mere pla.ything, 
but to be of some service in carrying out my designs. Elizabeth, 
can you give me a ball of good stout thread ? " 

"Who knows whether my Enchanted Bag may not be able to 
supply your wants? Come," said she to her treasure, "show 
thyself trnly worthy of thy name; we have need of a ball of 
good stout thread." 

She gave it a gentle shake, and thru -ting her arm in to the very 
bottom, withdrew from it the required article. 

" See," said she, laughing ; "is not my bag truly marvellous?" 
" Ah, what a fine mystery ! " exclaimed Ernest; " you draw 

out of your bag what you first put into it." 
"Unquestionably, my dear boy," she replied; "there is nothing 

in it which is not quite natural; all the mystery lies in my haviug 
placed there beforehand what might be useful on emergency; but 
the results of a little foresight sometimes pass for miracles, especi
ally in the eyes of the thoughtless, who can never see further 
than their nose." 

Having now unravelled the ball of thread, I tied it to the ex
tremity of one of my arrows; the latter I planted firmly against 
my bowstring, and aiming at one of the larger branches of the 
great tree, I pulled the cord : the arrow, carrying with it the 
thread, flew over the branch, remained suspended to it by means of 
the thread for a moment, and then, by its own weight, was borne 
to the ground. 

Delighted with the result of my invention, I began to make my 
ladder. Frederick appeared, dragging behind him two enormous 
coils of strong cord; he had measured them, and each contained 
about forty yards. This was just the quantity I required. I 
stretched them along the ground in two rows at an equal distance 
of about twelve inches. Frederick, with the axe, cut up the 
bamboos into pieces two feet long, to serve for the steps; Ernest 
handed them to me, and J fixerl. them at regular intervals by the 
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knots which I had previously made in the ropes designed to serve 

n the uprights of n1y ladder. 
A fn ·t a I pn. sed them through the knots, Rudly drove a stout 

nnil into them to prevent them from slipping. 

Thns, in a very short time our ladder was completed. 

The next proceeding was to carry over the bough of the tree 

a rope of sufficient trength to raise the ladder. As soon as the 

l:ttter was in it place I fastened the rope to one of the great roots, 

and the ends rif the ladder I fixed very securely in the ground, 

with a couple of stakes, to prevent it from shaking, and to render 

the ascent safer. Scarcely had I finished these preparations, 

when the boys began to dispute who should first attempt it . 

I wonlcl only allow Rudly, becau ·e he was the nimblest and 

lightest. 
The daring little fellow, whom gymnastic exercises had renderecl 

cqnally ~upple and skilful, clambered like a cat from rung to rung, 

and arrived safe and sound at the top of the tree. 

The ladder having been thus tested, Frederick mounted : he 

rnrricd with him a hunting-bag, containing a hammer and some 

nail , to fo. ten the top of the ladder firmly to its bough, and 

in thi ucceedecl so completely that I did not hesitate to climb, in 

my turn, to the arboreal region. 

I found the brnnche of the tree o strong, and so clo ely inter

woven, that not only could we seat ourselves in ea e and safety, 

but I perceived that we should not require any beams for the 

flooring of our re idence, and that a few planks would suffice when 

the branche, had been properly levelled. 

,Yith my axe I commenced this preliminary work, but as I 

fonrnl my ons a little in the way, I allowed them to go down. 

I had cried to my wife to fa ·ten a stout pulley to the loo e cord 

:till hanrring by the side of the ladder: I drew up the pulley, 

ancl ·ecured it to one of the trong upper branches, that, on the 

morrow, ,Ye might ea ily rai ·e the timber and other materials we 

. tood in need of. 1.hi operation, which I accomplished by the 

light of the moon, concluded my day's work. pent with fatigue, 

hut my heart overflowing with hope, I rejoined my family. On 

fir:,;t r aehing terrn. firma, T n-a.· n little ni:-;turbed by ceing neither 
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Frederick nor Rudly, who, I thought, had descended before me; 
but suddenly two pure and harmonious voices sounded from the 
summit of the tree I had just quitted, which I immediately 
recognized as those of my two sons, chanting an evening hymn, 
as if to consecrate our future abode. 

Instead of descending, they l1ad climbed from branch to brancb 
until they had gained the crest of the leafy giant; there, overcome 
by the beauty of the scene spread out before them, they had in
stinctively broke forth into a psalm of praise and thanksgiving. 

I summoned my little musicians, whom I had no disposition to 
reprimand, and we immediately made our preparations for the 
night, kindling great fires all around our encampment to prevent 
the approach of any wild animal. My wife then showed me 
the task on which she bad been occupied during a part of the 
day; thanks to the porcupine needles, she bad made complete 
sets of harness for our two beasts of burden. In return, I gave 
her the assurance that on the morrow we should be able to estab
fo,h ourselves in our new domicile. 

Ernest, who was unequal for any work demanding the exercise 
of physical strength, had remained with his mother, and, assisted 
by little Fritz, had taken her place as cook ; before the fire, on a 
couple of \vooden spits, roasted a fine fat piece of porcupine, giving 
forth a peculiarly delicious smell, while another boiled in the crock; 
for table-cloth a large sail was stretched upon the sward, and upon 
it figured the ham, a quarter of a cheese, some butter, and some 
biscuit-the latter, it is true, a little dry. 

As soon as we had arranged our piles of wood around the 
encampment, collected our eattle, and driven them under the 
vaulted roots where we intended to pass the night-as soon as 
our hens and pigeons had taken up their roost among the neigh
bouring branches-we set ourselves down to supper, free from all 
anxiety, and what with hunger, fatigue, and the tlaintiness of our 
viands, made a very cheerful and hearty repast. The moon was at 
its full, and lighted up the scene with the most gloriou illumina
tion; but gradually the merry gossip slackened, audible yawns 
were continually repeated, I pronounced the evening prayer, and 
disrnissed everybody to a much-needed repose. 
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Before following the general example, I lighted one of the }Jiles 

of wood, made the circuit of our habitation, ancl only entered 

within when I hacl sati,,fied myself that nothing threatened, at 

lea t for the time, the safety of my family. As I climbed into my 

hammock I heard impatient exclamations uttered on every side

my little boys, who had manifested so much delight at the idea of 

sleeping in a hammock, now found it detestable, and bitterly 

regretted the beds of gra s and moss, on which they were at all 

event able to stretch themselves at their ease. I showed them how 

to render themselves comfortable in this species of couch-that is, 

by lying diagonally, or from one corner to the other. "Wrap 

your elve tightly in your coverlets," said I, "and lie as quietly as 

you can; smely, where the mariner of every nation contrives to 

sleep, a brave little Swiss boy can do the same." 

After a few vain attempts and some smothered sighs all became 

tranquil, and before long I knew from their peaceful and regular 

breathing that my little world was asleep. 

During the fir t half of the night I wa not without anxiety

the slightest noise, the wind stirring the leaves, the distant murmur 

of the ,ea, were so many sources of alarm. 1Vhen I saw my wood 

fire ,yas nearly out, I hastened to kindle another; but, thank God, 

all my fears proved vain; and towards morning I fell so soundly 

a leep, that far from arousing my children at daybreak, according 

to my u ual cu tom, it wa.' they who gaily summoned me when the 

da\\"n was far advanced. 
1'Iy wife wa already engaged in her cu tomary occupation -

milking the goats and cow, and giving the.m their food. Next she 

gave u our breakfast; after whit:h, calling Erne t and Rudly to 

her a · i tance, he harne · etl the as, and cow, and started for the 

beach to collect the plank and pars I needecl for my building 

operation . . 
Frederick and I then a ·cen<led our tree, and re urned the labour 

Lcgun on the previou day ; the axe and aw quickly ritl u of all 

u ·ele,s and trouble ome branche ; we re ened a few, however, 

about six feet above tho e intended for the flooring, on which to 

hang our hammock and ome other , till higher up, to upport 

the , ail-cloth that woul<l act R. a temporary roof. This wa a long 
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nnrl painful task. My wife collected for us at the foot of the tree 
a great number of planks and light beams, the fragments of some 
vessel wrecked by the tempest. These had to be raised to the 
branches, which I accomplished by means of the pulley fixed on 
the preceding evening; my wife fastened the end of the r0pe to 
them below, and Frederick and I, by dint of energetic toil, hauled 
them up and ranged them in order, one after another, until they 
formed a smooth and solid platform. By degrees our edifice began 
to a"sume a definite shape; it was stayed against the trunk of the 
immense fig-tree; the sail-cloth, thrown over the npper boughs, 
and falling down on either hand, closed in the sides; while the fore 
part, remaining open, admitted the fresh air of the sea, which was 
clearly visible from this elevated post. 

These divers labours occupied us for a great part of the day, 
and so ardently did we pursue them that we contented ourselves 
with a cold lunch, and did not stop to make a regular dinner. I 
bad raised on the sides and in front of our aerial domicile a kind of 
balustrade, high enough to serve as a protection; and, to prevent 
any mishap, I nailed the canvas which formed the roof and sides 
to the edge of tl1is balustrade. This done, we hauled up our 
hammocks, coverlets, and other necessary objects. We suspencled 
them to the boughs reserved for the purpose, and after sweeping 
the flooring clear of the leaves and shavings which covered it, we 
descended to the ground, and made known to the remainder of the 
family that their new abode was ready to receive them. 

A few hours of daylight still remained, and having found some 
planks at the foot of the tree, I could not re ist the desire of 
making a table and a couple of benches, that we might partake of 
our meals in a more convenient fashion; a few posts planted firmly 
in the ground, and a sufficient number of spars roughly hewn and 
nailed upon them, were all my cabinet-making. However, thi. 
!tdditiona1 ta k completely exhausted me. Seated on one of the 
benches, I wipen. the sweat from my brow, anrl said to my wife, 
"I declare that to-day I have worked like a galley-slave; so I in
tend to rest myself all to-morrow." 

" You will enjoy your re. t the more when I remind you that to
morrow is Sunday. According to my ~n.lcu1ation, it will be the 
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SATURDAY NIGHT. 

1,econd we have spent on thi i ·land, and I tru t we shall not pass 

it, like the last, wholly absorbed in the painful cares of thi. life, 

all(l without consecrating the smalle t portion of it to the Lord." 

" [ promi e you, my dear Elizabeth, to-morrow shall not be HO 

wrongly neglected. But I believe, in the terrible position in which 

,rn found ourselves, our first duty was to ensure the safety of our 

family. Throughout all the e anxious labours our hearts have 

not ceased to rise in praise and thankfulness towards heaven; but 

now that, thank to GoL1's goodness, we are in security, and for 

some time provi1led with food and shelter, it would be inexcusable 

if we omitted to wor hip the Creator, on the very clay whieh he 

has con cerated, ·with more solemnity than by our ordinary devo

tions. But ay nothing about it beforehand to the children; they 

will be agreeably surprised to-morrow morning to find they have 

before them an unexpected day of repo e and recreation. But 

come, now I have macle you a table, what will you give us to eat~ 

Let me inform you that I feel ravenously hungry." 

"Well, then, call the children, and I will serve up your supper.' 

Our mall troop was soon a emblecl round the table, on which 

my wife dcpo ited a large earthen dish. From thi she drew, with 

a long fork, a stewed fowl of the most appetizing smell and appear

ance· it proved to be the flamingo which Frederick had killed on 

the preceding day. 
"Erne. t who is an excellent advi. er in all culinary matters," 

:mid my wife, "a surell me that the bird, being aheady old, would 

ta. te lrnnl and tough, and would be much better boiled than roasted. 

Yon shall judge." 
We laugherl heartily at Erne t's o-astronomical ta tes, while ap

proving the re.-ult · the flamingo, thoroughly cooked and well

:c:i.. oned, we pronounced excellent, and left but a very small portion. 

·whil thus en<rao-ecl in reli bing our flamingo, his comrade, 

alreacly thoroughly tamed, came o-ravcly, accornpaniell by onr hen . 

to piek up the crumbs that dropped from our table: we had relieved 

it of it. bond.; and it (1icl not appear the least disposed to forsake 

u. . Our little monkey ha(1 likewi e loRt all his ~uvagery, and hi 

tri ck ' amu ·ed n,' excccc1in~ly; he ,Yas the pet of everybolly, and it 

"a:-- Llroll enough to cc him leap from one shoult1cr to another, 
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receiving from each person a few tit-bits, which he ate, with his 
two hands, in an infinitely graceful manner. Our fat sow, whom 
we had lost sight of for a couple of days, while she had been 
wandering in the woods at pleasure, now rejoined our assembly, 
and by her pleased grunts manifested her delight at having once 
more found us. My wife received her with marked distinction, 
and in order to persuade her to return home every evening, gave 
her all the milk he had saved from the day's supply. 

" W11ile we have no uten ils in which to churn butter or make 
cheese," said she, "nor dairy nor cave wherein to preserve it, we 
may as well make use of the superfluous milk in this way-the 
beat of this climate quickly turns it sour." 

"You are right, my dear," I answered; "but on the next voy
age we make to our wrecked vessel I promise you I will not forget 
to bring away what you mu t so much want." 

"Ah, heavens!" she exclaimed, with a sigh and a throbbing 
heart, " I shall never be at peace until the sea has finished its 
work ; you cannot imagine the anguish I 1.mffer while you dare a 
thousand dangers in your crazy boat of tubs ! " 

I reassured her as well as I could, and made her under tand that 
it would be failing in our duty to Providence if we neglected, from a 
false and unreasoning prudence, to save the precious objects which 
seemed to have been miraculously preserved for our use and need . 
She "·as convinced; for, if her tender love of me and our children 
inspired her with alarm on this subject, her calm good judgment 
enabled her to see the force of such considerations. 

Supper being ended, our animals collected under their arborca. 
roof, I kindle~ a fire large enough to burn throughout the night, 
to scare all intruders, and we proceeded to ascend the tree and take 
pos cs ion of our future re, idence. My three ons soon reached 
the top of the ladder; my wife, who follow·ed them, accomplished 
the ascent more slo,dy, but without accident. For me the ta k 
was less easy, for as I wi heel to raise the ladder everal feet above 
the ground after we were all in safety, I was obliged to unloo ·en 
the lower end antl climb up the waYering rope. 1 with all the more 
difficulty because I canied my youngest son on my back and my 
movements were consequently much embarra sed. 



THE l''lRST NIGHT IN TB E TREE. 

However, I at length reached the balustrade where our apart

ment commenced, and luwing deposited my burden, I hauled up: 

by means of the pulley, a portion of our ]adder, and hooked it to 

a trong branch suitable for the purpose; in this manner we en

trenched ourselves in our tronghold, like those medireval castellans 

who isolated themselve from the rest of the world by raising the 

portcullises of their ca tles. But although we might then con ider 

ourselves perfectly safe, I loaded our fire-arms, so that if any 

enemy pre ented himself below, I could come to the assistance of 

our brave dogs stationed at the foot of the tree, and intrusted 

with the guardian:-;hip of our cattle, and from my watch-tower 

di. charge a storm of bullets. This last precaution taken, we acl

LlresseLl our prayer. to God, and finally e."tablished ourselves in our 

hammocks, where we quickly enjoyed the blessing of a sound anJ 

tranquil leep. untli, turbecl by any care. 



CHAPTER JU. 

Thus was this place 
A happy rural seat of various view. 

MILTON. 

ERY early in the morning, everybody 
awoke fresh, gay, and inspired 'rvith 
new courage . 

" What shall we do to-day?" said 
the boys. 

" Nothing, my children - nothing 
at all." 

" Oh papa, you are laughing at us!" 
"No, my dears, I do not jest; we 

will take our repose to-day, because it is the Lord's day, and your 
rnamma and I would fain celebrate it in a fitting manner." 

"What! I s to-day Sunday? Oh, how delightful! We can 
amuse ourselves from morning till night." "Papa, will you lend 
me your bow and arrow?" said one-" I will make bow and 
anows for myself," said another-" We can run or walk about as 
we please!" they .lustily shouted. 

" That is not exactly what you ought to do," I answered; 
" Sunday is the day consecrated to God; and on that day we ought 
to wean our hearts, as far as possible, from the vanities of earth, 
ann. meditate upon the goodness of our Lord and Saviour." 

"But how can we do so," observed Ruclly, "when we have 
here neither church nor minister?" 

" As for that," exclaimed Ernest, "I think we can thank God 
and praise His name as well under the roof of heaven as under that 
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of a temple; while as for sermons, papa, who preached us such 

admirable ones in Europe, can certainly preach them to us here." 

"And the beautiful hymns which mamma has taught us/' re

marked Frederick, in his turn; "can we not sing them among our

selvc jnst as we usell to sing them at church? Will they be less 

agreeable to God because sung without the accompaniment of an 

organ?" 
"Yes, my children; God being everywhere, to bless Him for His 

goodne, s to praise Him in His works, to submit ourselves to His 

holy will, and to obey His commands with all our heart, is to serve 

Him. \Ye will celebrate this day as best our position permits us, 

and as becomes your age and your young intelligences. I do not 

remember any of the sermons or lectures I have composed suffi

ciently well to be able to repeat them ; but, instead, I will sub-

titute an apologue, "·hich, by enlightening your mind, will touch, 

I hope, your soul, and nourish the precious seeds of Christian virtues 

\\'hich your mother and I have sown in your hearts, and which we 

woulri fain see fructifying therein as the principle and guarantee 

of your happiness in this world and in the next. But there is a 

time for everything," added I, to moderate the ardent curiosity 

which the announcement of my apologne had aroused in their young 

brea t . " First, let us addre to God our daily prayer; afterwards: 

we will miuister to the wants of our animal·; then "'e will break

fast; and finally, we will all assemble under that beautiful leaf), 

canopy which urrounds our dwelling, and commence by a hymn 

the celebration of this holy day." 

I wa the fir t to de cend the tree ; after lowering the ladder to 

the ground, I fixed the ends of it firmly, aHd my family quickly 

followed me. The first moment of the day were employed as I 

had marked out; then my wife and children having eated thern

selve on the turf, I took my place on a little knoll in front of 

them and after collecting my thoughts awhile in ilence, I began 

a little allegorical narrative, in which I sought to develop some of 

the important truth which , erve a, the foumlation of the Chri, 

tian' religious morality. 
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NOE upon a time, said I, there lived 
a great king, whose kingdom was 
called the country of Reality, or 
of the Day, because a perpetual 
activity and unclouded light pre
vailed there. On the most distant 

frontier, and facing the icy north, lay another country, 
which likewise acknowledged the sway of a great 
king, and whose immense extent was known to uone 
but himself. From the remotest ages this monarch 
had preserved its map in his archiveR ; this other 
kingdom was that of Possibility, or the Night, be
cauRe all was inert and sombre within itc bordern. 

In the most fertile und agreeable district of the 
empire of Reality, the great king had a magnificent 
residence named Himmelsburg, or the Celestial City, 
where he resided and held his court, the most mag
nificent imaginable: millions of servants executed 
his will, and millions held themselvec ready to re
eeive his orders. 

These were clothed in garments more chining 
than silver, and whiter than snow, because white 
was the king's colour; those in glittering, gleaming 
armour, a flaming sword in their hands or cased in 
a sheath of gold. 

Each, at a sign from their lonl; flew to accomplich 
bis commands, with the rapidity of lightning travers
ing the cloud. . All th ece faithful servants, vigilant, 
intrepid, and full of zeal fo r the service of their 
monarch, were so uniterl. among th ern selveR, and so 
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contented with their lord' favour, that one could , ~ 
not imagine a greater happiness than to be admitted ~ 

into their rank , or deemed worthy of their beneficent 

friendship. But there also lived, in this glorious 

city, a great number of citizens of le s exalted dig

nity, who, good, and wealthy, and happy, enjoyed 

not only the daily gifts of the monarch, but likewise 

the indescribable felicity of serving him every day, 

and of being treated as his own children. 

The great king also possessed, not far from the 

confines of the empire of Reality, a large but unin

habited island, which he desired to people and cul

tivate, that for a short space it might become the 

dwelling-place of those of his subjects whom he in

tended to admit in due time to the rights and privi

leges of citizen' in hi· imperial city-a favour which 

he wished to concede to as many as possible. 

This islaml was named Enlheim, or the Terrestrial 

Home. He who by his good conduct in this abode 

of trial, and by his attention to the improvement of 

the country, howed hinrnelf worthy of such a reward, 

would be admitted to the Cele tial City, to hare in 

the bliss of it fortunate inhabitants. 

To attain this object, the great king equipped a 

fleet destined to transport the colonists to their abode 

in the island; and in withdrawing them from the 

cold and gloomy region of the North, he thus um

monecl th m to enjoy the light and the activity of 

life; advantages of which previou ly, they had been 

deprived. You can understand that these poor 

people entered on their new home in a hnppy and 

contented 8pirit. 
The i. land appropriat d for their wltivation was • I ... 
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not only beautiful and fertile, but those who arrived 

there found that everything necessary to render the 

period of their residence agreeable had been provided 

beforehand; moreover, each of them had the certain 

knowledge that his work and his submission to the 

great king's will would be recompensed by his futme 

admission to the rank of citizen in the splendid city 
of Himmelsburg. 

At tl1e moment of their embarkation, tl1e bene

volent king made his nppeanmce, and addressed the 
colonists in the following terms:-

" My children, I have withdrawn you from the 

dark realms of Nigl1t, of inaction nnd insern,ibility, 

to render you happy by feeling, actiYity, and life; 

yom liappineRs and honour will largely depend npon 

yourselves; you have only to will that it shall be 
yours. 

" Never forget that I am your king, your father ; 

and faithfully observe my commandments in culti

vating the country which I have intrusted to yonr 
care. 

"Each person, on his arrival at Erdheim, will 

receive the area of ground which he is intended to 

till; my finnl directions for your conduct you will 

there find exhibited; and there, too, you will find 

numerous wise and learned men, charged to make 

known to you my decrees, and explain their mean
mg. 

"I will, also, in order tliat you ma:· acquire for 

yourselves the knowledge necessary for 01e interpre

tation of those decrees-I will, I say, that every 

head of a family shall preserve within his l1ouse a 

copy of my laws, and daily read it witl1 }1is family 
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so tbat their remembrance may be ever fresh in the 
minds of all. 

" Moreover, I will have the first day of the week 
consecrated to my service; and on that day, in each 
establishment, parents and children, masters and 
servants, shall assemble in a place specially set apart 
for the purpose, where my commandments shall be 
read and explained to them, where they shall reflect 
on the duties enjoined upon them, as well as on 
the means by which they may obtain the recompense 
destined for them. Thus will each of you easily in
form yourselves of the most advantageous manner 
in which to employ the estate you have received as 
your inheritance; how you may plant it and till it, 
and, especially, how you may uproot the tares and 
brambles that would othenvise choke the good seed. 
All these demands, if made with a sincere heart and 
an earnest desire of success, will pass under my eyes, 
and always ·will I respond to them if I deem them 
expedient and suitable for the object set before 
you. 

"If your heart tells you that the manifold benefits 
you enjoy are worthy of all thanksgiving; if, to 
prove your gratitude in the most vivid manner, you, 
on the day dedicated to my service, abandon every 
other care, and devote yourselves wholly to the ex
pression of your feelings towards me; that, in truth, 
will find favour in my eyes, and I will take care that 
the day so spent, far from being prejudicial to your 
welfare, shall prove of great utility, by the repose it 
will afford you, both in mind and body, which will 
afterwards be more capable of undertaking their 
wonted tasks. I will, too, that tl1e nnimals which I 
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have placed at your disposal shall, on this clay, rest 

from their toils, and that the beasts of the fields and 

the plains shall not dread the pursuit of the hunter. 

"He who during his sojourn at Erdheim shall 

have yielded the most implicit obedience to my 

commands-who shall have done his duty with a con

tented and joyous spirit- who shall have maintained 

his inheritance in the most admirable orrler, and 

have most fully developed its resources-he shall 
obtain the richest of all rewards, for I will summon 

him to dwell with me in my glorious palace-city, 
where he shall enjoy for ever the title and privileges 

of a citizen of Himmelsburg. 
"But he who shall have refused to labour-the 

idle and negligent subject, who has done nothing but 
troubled his fellows in their useful works-he shall 

be sent to the galleys, or, according to the nature of 

his actions, shall be condemned for ever to toil in 

the mines in the bowels of the earth. From time 

to time I will despatch my frigates to Erclheim, 

which shall carry away, sometimes from one point, 
and sometimes from another, but always unexpect

edly, a number of its inhabitants, either for reward 

or punishment. 
"Nevertheless, it shall not be permitted for any 

colonist to embark at his own pleasure upon these 

frigates, or to quit Erdheim without my express 
command;-whosoever shall attempt it, he shall be 

severely punished. 
"As I have the most complete knowledge of all 

that transpires in the i land, ancl a a marvellous 

mirror, placed in the centre of my palace, refl ects 
with entire accuracy the conduct of every inhabit.ant, 
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let no one hope to deceive me; all shall be judged 
according to their wor}cs." 

The coloni. ts of Erdheim were fully ati fiecl with 
the discour e of the great king ; and seemed eager 
to et to work. 

The anchor wa weighed, and all, full of joy and 
hope, ailed toward their destination. On the 
vGyage, the pa engers were attacked with a kind 
of sea- ickness peculiar to those regions-it was not 
attended, as in our climate, with painful and di -
tre .. ing convul ions; it wa, a profound lumber, a 
ort of lethargy or trance, who e effect was so to 

weaken the memory, that not a oul, upon arriving 
at Erdheim, could recollect hi. previous condition, 
or hi relations to the great king, or aught that hacl 
belonged to him. 

H appily, their lord had anticipated this event. A 
ho t of hi royal ~ervant pre entecl them elves at 
the di embarkation of the coloni ts ; each took pos-
e. 1011 of one of the latter, conducted him to a 

separate abode and thenceforth applied him elf to 
repeat every day to the coloni t of whom he had 
taken charge all that the great king had said be
fore hi departure, wherewith each wa. well con
t0nt. 

After a short space of time allo"·ed them to re
cover from the fatigue. of their voyage, and when 
they had regained their nergies to each wa. hown 
the plot of ground et apart for hi cultivation. He 
wa. upplied "·ith the , eed of useful plant,, and the 
young lip of tree producing good fruit, to Q"raft 
npon the wild seedling. imliacnou to the i. lancl, and 
wa. aJtcnYarcl. 1 ft at full liberty to net. and to u. e 
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for his own profit all which had been intrusted to 

him. 
But what happened? 
At the expiration of a limited period, most of the 

colonists, instead of fo1lowing the instructions they 

had received for their guidance-instructions re

peated daily by those good servants of the king who 

remainecl secretly attached to their persons-most of 

the colonists, I say, would obey only their own 

headstrong pleasure. One, instead of tilling bis 

ground so as to obtain from it an abundant harvest, 

laid it out like an English garden, very fair ancl 

agreeable, but without product. Another, instead 

of the precious fruit-trees of which he had received 

young seedlings, cultivated the most miserable 

species, and yet hail. the audacity to give the names 

of orange, pear, or pine-apple to the sour and ·worth

less fruit they yielded. A third, it is true, fre

quently sowed good grain; but as he had never 

taken the pains to distinguish the tare from the 

corn, he plucked np the latter before it came to 

maturity, and his harvest wholly consisted of weeds 

and darnels. Many let their ground remain fallow 

and uncultivated, because they had lost tl1eir seeds 

and plants, or spent in other pursuits the season 

imitable for sowing; these, through negligence or 

levity-those, through a cowardly idleness, which 

they made no attempt to conquer. Then, again, not 
a few had shown an inclination to understancl the 

king's orders; while others sought, by all kinds of 

subtleties or pretence , to elude them, or corrupt 

their meaning. 
Finally, tl1e number of those who toiled courage- I I 
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ously, and followed out with fidelity the instructions 
they had received, was very small. These brought 
their heritage into a prosperous condition; and, in 
addition to the pleasure they derived from being 
nsefully employed during their time of exile, their 
hope of being hereafter admitted to Himmelsburg 
cheered and sustained them in their labours. 

The misfortunes of the others originated in an 
unwillingness to believe what the great king had 
said to them through bis messengers, and in the 
disrespect, partly due to light-mindedness, partly 
indifference, in which they held his commandments. 
It was true that each head of a household possessed 
a copy of the sovereign's laws, but be eldom read 
it. Some :said that these laws, made only for a past 
age, were wholly unsuited to the then condition of 
the country. Others profe sed to discover in them 
incomprehensible contradictions, while they ·were 
careful not to seek those explanations which the 
age could have furui hed of them. Acconlingly, 

they declared that the law were uppo ititious or 
fal ·ified; and that they were ju tified in diverging 
from them a, widely a~ they pleased. Some carried 
their rebelliou and audacious spirit to such an ex
treme a to maintain that all belief in a overeign 
ruler was a chimera; that, if the great king lived, 
he would ometime reveal him elf to bi subject . 
Other aid: "Ye , the great king live ; but he i.· so 
great, o happy, o powerful, that he ha no need of 
our ervice, ; and of what intere t to him can be so 
poor and wretched a colony a thi of ours?" Iany 
were certain, above all thing , that the magic mirror 
wa a fable; that th~ great king had neither galleys 
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nor subterranean mines; that be ·was too merciful to 

punish his subjects; and that all would eventually 

enter into the rest and bliss of Himmelsburg. 

Owing to these various causes, the day of the 

week consecrated to the great king was obsen·ed 

with extreme negligence ; and many colonists, from 

idleness or weariness, refrained from attending the 

general assembly. "We know by heart," they said, 

"our king's ordinances; what will it profit us to hear 

the same thing constantly repeated?" A great number 

exempted themselves in a sLill guiltier manner, 

alleging as their excuse the work that occupied them 

at home; but nearly all were of opinion that the 

day of rest was intended only for amusement and 

pleasure, and that the best way of serving the great 

king was by enjoying his gifts in all their plenitude. 

The colonists who still celebrateJ his day accord

ing to its destination were limited in number; and 

even among them, too many were inattentive or ab

sorbed and few listened devoutly, or profited by the 

instructions addressed to them in the name of their 

royal master. 
However, the great king, faithful to his plan, 

pursued his unchanging course. From time to time, 

frigates, bearing the names of various diseases, made 

their appearance on the shores of Erdheim. They 

·were followed by a huge ship of the line, named 

the Gmve, which bore the terrible flag of Admiral 

Death. This flag was embroidered with green and 

black; and the colonists, according to their mental 

state, regarded it as the symbol of Hope or of 

gloomy Despair. 
The fleet always arrived unexpectedly, and its 
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apparition gave no plea ure to the majority of the in-

• habitants of Erdheirn. The admiral immediately sent 

in search of tho e whom hewasordereJ. to bring away. 

Iany of the colonists who least desired it were sud

denly seized, ancl embarked in the sombre vessel; 

others who had long been preparing themselves for 
the voyage, anJ. whose crops and estate were in admir

able condition, likewise departed; but while these 

set out with resignation, blended with joy and hope, 

those with so bitter a reluctance, that it was neces

sary to employ force. All re ii:;tance, however, was 

vain; and as soon as the ship was loaded, she sailed 
away, and her admiral speeJ.ily re-entered the port 

of Himmelsburg. There the great king, who was 

always present, received the arrivals, and with strict 

ju tice meted out the rewards and punishments\vhich 

had been promised to all, according to their works. 

The excuses put forward by negligent colonists 

availe<l them nothing-they were despatched to 

labour at the galley antl in the mines; while those 

whose conduct hacl conformed to the great king's 

law during their 8ojourn in Erdheim, entered with 

ltim into the dazzling city of Himmel burg, and 

enjoy<.>cl all the bli8s allotted to its fortunate inhabi

tant . 
I have fini::ihe<l my Apologue, my dear boys, added 

I; may you comprehend it meaning, an<l each of 

you apply to him elf its moral. 

135 
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~,c-::~f · ~ ~~ Y wife thanked me with a significant 
1'1F-s , ., J gesture; and my boys, who had lis-= -s,. 

~ tened attentively, began to make their 
"" ~ reflections on what they had heard. 
' "It must be admitted," said Fred-

erick, "that if the goodness of the 
king was great, the ingratitude of the 
colonists was not less so." 

" And at the same time," remarked 
Ernest, "they were guilty of extreme folly. How was it they 
never reflected that their misconduct could only tend to their own 
ruin, while, with but little difficulty, they might secure a brilliant 
and fortunate lot ? " 

"That is why," cried Rudly, with his customary vivacity, 
"that is why the great king sent them to the galleys. And well 
did they deserve it!" 

-" For my part," said little Fritz, "I should have longed to see 
that beautiful city of light, and those noble warriors, clothed in 
armour of gold, and brandishing flaming swords! It must be very 

1 . I ,, g onous . 
'' Well, my dear child," I answered; "you will see it one day, 

if you continue wise and good.'' 
Then I developed my apologue, and applied the moral more 

directly to each of my sons . 
" You, my dear Frederick, should sometimes remember those 

cultivators who would fain have passed off their wild fruits as a sweet 
and wholesome gro-wth; such are the people proud of the natural 
virtues belonging to their constitution-virtues easy of exercise, 
as, for example, strength, courage, agility, yet which they proudly 
rank above the more essential qualities to be obtained only at 
the cost of hard labour and great patience. You, my dear 
Ernest, should think of tbe cultivators of English gardens, and 
of beautiful but fruitless trees; they represent the minds which 
wholly abandon themselves to the study of sciences unprofitable 
for the general weal, and look with pity upon an active life and 
upon the improvement of society; which concern themselves only 
with life's enjoyments, and accomplish nothing of utility. I woulJ 
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have you, ruy ha ty Rudly, remfm1ber that those \\'ho leave their 

heritage uncultivated, or who do not learn to di. tinguish tares 

from wheat, will reap none but barren crops: such are the ra h, the 

neglectful, who show themselves neither willing to study nor reflect, 

nor to apply them elves to discern good from evil, to practise the one 

and avoid the other; who throw to the "·inds all instruction, forget 

it in the course of a day, and thrust a ide the good feelings to 

make room for the bad. But let all of us take for our exemplars 

the indu trious bu. bandmen; at whatever cost, let us cultivate our 

soul; that is the inheritance which God has allotted to each onP 

of us; let us nouri h in it the celestial seeds of gooclnes , justice, 

moderation, whose fruits are virtuous actions, to the encl that when, 

f.Ooner or later, death shall overtake us, we may embark on board 

the black ship of the admiral Death without fear or distrust; and 

when arrived before the throne of our Sovereign Master, we may 

hear his gracious voice addres ing to us the consolatory words, 

· Well done, ye good and faithful servant·: ye have been faithful 

over a few things, I will make ye rulers over many things : enter 

ye into the joy of your Lord'" (Matt. xxv. 21). 

Thi brief addre s produced a deep impression on all my auditors: 

afterwards my wife and I sang some ver es of the 119th Psalm, 

and my children, who knew them by heart, blending with ours 

their young pure voice , we terminated in this manner the reli

giou olemnity by which we had sought to celebrate as best we 

could the ble ed Sabbath. 

Throughout the day thi happy influence was felt : my children, 

while giving them elve up to some innocent amusements, did not 

iorget the morning's salutary reflection ; the mildness and self

control of ome, the amiable eagerne s and complacency of others, 

a certain tender and se1ious air among all, gave me the cheering 

a urance that my word had not fallen to the ground. 

I had given up to the boy the bow and arrows which I had 

made previously to the con truction of our ladder, and Erne t, who 

preferred the e weapon to a gun, u ed them very kilfully to bring 

down a few dozen bird of the wood-pigeon tribe, which crowded 

the tree we had cbo~en for our abode. This tree, which we had 

at length decided to be a banyan, bore upon its branche::; a quan · 
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tity of fruit, good to eat, but of a sickly taste, anJ whose ripeness 
attracted the birds,-called the "ortolans of the Antilles," on 
account of their great delicacy. 

l\1aster Ernest's exploits brought the pastime of archery into 
favour: Rudly, and even little Fritz, begged also to be fmnished 
with bow and arrows. I yielded to their desire all the more will
ingly, that I was not sorry to see my boys exercising themselves 
in this fashion. 'rhe bow, which had been the weapon of our 
fathers, and, indeed, of all peoples before the invention of gun
powder, might ·with us supply the place of the latter, when our 
8tock became exhausted, and it was prudent to anticipate its failure. 
I thereforn fashioned them a couple of bows, and a quiver each in 
which to carry their arrows; these quivers I made of a piece of 
thin flexible bark, which I rolled round like a tube; the bottom 
was of bark; and having attached to it a strap for suspensory 
purposes, I equipped my two little boys to their intense delight. 

Frecleriek was Lusy preparing the skin of the tiger-cat " ·hich he 
had killed a few days previously. He thought of converting it into 
a belt for his pistols; but the disagreeable smell still lingering 
about Rudly's, induced him to bestow more care on its prepara
tion. In accordance with my instructions, he gave it several wash
ings, and rubbed it with a mixture of wood-ashes and butter, which, 
by softening the skin, remlered it fit for the use he intended to 
make of it. 

These diffnent pursuits occupied part of the morning of the 
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~lollllay, unLil our good housekeeper duly surnlllo11ed us to dinner 

'l'hc ortolans killed by Ernest, our hens' eggs-for they had luiJ 

in heaps of dry herbs ruy wife had arranged on purpose-and a 

few slices of fried ham, furnished us with a repast at once savoury 

and sub ·tautial. The day being too far advanced for us to under

take anything of importance, we dallied over our tlinner; and 

while di ·cussing our projects for the improvement of our estab

lishment, I made a proposal to my boys which pleased them 

extremely: it was to bestow appropriate names on all the lJrin

cipal points of the country we hatl colonized. 

" As for the country itself," I added, " we will leave it without 

any name; for who knows but that some na\'igator may have 

already christened it? And, perhaps, it already figures on the 

map under the invocation of a famous saint, or the patronage of a 

celebrated hero. We will name, however, the different localities 

where we may form an establishment, or which may in any re pect 

appear to u remarkable, so that when speaking of them we may 

have some means of identifying the places meant, and, by a sweet 

illusion, may even belie\'c at times that we live in an iuhabite<l 

cow1try ." 

" Good, good," cried lllY boys; " it is a chn.rming idea ! " 

"But, papa," saitl Rudly, "we must invent strange and very 

Jifficult names, like Zanguebar, Coromaudel, l\Ionomotapa; words 

which will bli, ter the tongue of those who may hereafter visit our 

ihland ! " 

" What a fine invention!" said I, " when we hould be the first 

to suffer, if the nameo we in\'ent arc to blister the tongues of those 

" ·ho pronounce thew! I o; let u be content to give to the places 

around us names which shall <lesig11ate them clearly; and for this 

purpo e let uo take goo<l homely German words. The language 

of our beloved Fatherland i ·o noble, that we need not eek in any 

other the <lenolllination henceforth to be borne by the different 

parts of our present abode." 

"\V ell, well, be it so ! " cried the ha ty little fellow ; " but 

where shall we begin?" 
' At the bay where we landeJ. Let us be1.:, what name shall 

we give it?" 



l40 THE .FALCONS A~D THEIR NEST. 

Each gave his opinion, and I was amused to find in the more or 
less boyish suggestions of. my sons some traits of their characters. 
}Iy wife also declared her idea. 

" It seems to me that, in gratitude to the God ·who saved us, 
we ought to call it Safety Bay." 

All our votes were given in favour of this appellation; and we 
proceeded to designate, by some natural or accidental circumstance, 
the different points already known. Thus, the eminence from 
whose summit we had sought in vain for traces of our lost and 
unfortunate comrades we named " Cape Hope Deceived;" the brook 
was called "Jackal River," because the carcass of that animal had 
made known to us one of our most precious resources-the fresh
water crabs. We christened our bridge " Family Bridge," in 
acknowledgment of the assistance which all bad rendered in its 
construction; so, too," Flamingo Swamp" and" Porcupine Plain'' 
were chosen in allusion to the incidents that had rendered thOEe 
places remarkable; but ·we found the most difficult place to name 
appropriately was our last establishment, the aerial castle of tl1e 
g-iant tree. One would fain have called it Baumsclzlosf>, or "Tree 
Castle;" another proposed Fe,igenberg, or" Fig-Town;" Frederick 
wished to bestow upon it the superb appellation of A ldershorst, or 
"Eagle's-Nest;" but Ernest effectually ridiculed this high-sounding 
title by observing that eagles never built their nests in trees. 

" I would venture to propose," said I, in my turn, "that we 
baptize it Falkenhorst, or ' Falcon's-Nest.' You are a young brood 
of pillaging birds, but nevertheless of noble race, susceptible of 
instruction, obedient, gifted with courage and vivacity like falcons; 
and Master Ernest himself will object nothing to this designation, 
because the falcons often build their nests on the crests of lofty oaks." 

My advice prevailed. There only then remained unchristened 
the locality of our first habitation on the sea-shore; we named it 
Zeltheim, or " Tent-Town." 

It was thus that in pleasant gossip we laid the foundations of 
the geography of our new home. After the meal was over, Frederick 
and Rudly returned to their occupations as curriers: one to com
plete the belt and pistol-cases which he wished to make out of his 
margai's hide; the other, to convert the spiry skin of the porcu· 
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pine into a defensive cuirass for our dog. The good and patient 

animal very complacently allowed himself to be enclosed in this 

warlike apparel, in which, it seemed to me, he might confront a tiger 

or a hy~na. Juno was not so well pleased with the costume a~ 

her comrade; for every time that the gallant dog approached 

her, the quills with which be bristled pricked her cruelly; sho 

hov,:led grievously, and was unable to shelter herself from her com

panion's incessant approaches. Rndly terminated his labours by 

fa 'hioning out of the skin of the porcupine's head a kind of cap for 

his own wear as strange and as formidable as poor Turk's cuirass. 

Ho,-.;'evP-r, the sun sank, the heat decreased, everything invited 

us to enjoy a ramble and I proposed to my family that the re

mainrler of the day, already far too advanced for undertaking any 

important labour , bould be so employed. Opinions at first ·were 

divided a to what direction we should take ; but as our provisions 

'"rere falling short, it was agreed we should go to Tent-Town, where 

our tores were placed, to obtain a fresh supply, but that we should 

take a different road for the sake of varying our walk. With this 

decision everybody was pleased: my eldest son wanted gunpowder, 

my wife butter, for the curriers had consumed a large qnantity; 

Ernest wi. hed to make an attempt to bring back from Tent-Town 

a couple of geese and ducks to establish them in the brook: even 

littl e Fritz had hi. project; he had furnished him elf with a small 

net, ancl calculated upon catching some dozens of crabs in Jackal 

Rivrr. Rudly alone was without a scheme; but he rejoiced in all 

tho. e of his brothers, and, wearing his strange bristling cap, strutted 

on before them in a mo t diYerting manner. 

We set out on our expetlition, Frederick decorated with his belt 

of margai's , kin, Erne. t carryina- a roll of cord on hi shoulder, 

Ruclly with the head-gear " ·hich gave him the air of a Carib-all 

arm ed with a gun a-piece, and Fritz carrying a bow and quiver

fnl of arrow : as for my wife, she wa loaded with a great empty 

pot anrl a bag ,d1ich he intended to fill with provisions. Turk 

and Billy letl the advance; the former gravely, for hi terrific ac

coutrement tempered to some extent hi natural aa-ility; his com

panion, . till mindful of her wouncl , kept at a re pectfnl di tance. 

;\fo tc·r Knip. - uch was the name the boys had given to our 
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monkey, on account of his small stature and grotesque manners

was somewhat disconcerted at finding Turk's back covered with a 

multitude of bristles; he consoled himself, however, by leaping 

gently upon Juno, for he could not dispense with the assistance of 

a steed. Even our stately flamingo would not allow us to travel 

without him ; but after having kept company with my sons for 

some few minutes, disgusted, no doubt, by their tricks and jokes, 

he quitted them and placed himself under my wife's protection, very 

certain of not being tormented dUl'ing the rest of the journey. 

The route which we took, ascending the course of the stream, 

proved very agreeable : great trees overshadowed it, and the smooth 

crisp sward tempted us to wander hither and thither, without 

making any decided progress. .M:y sons, following the bent of 

their inclinations, roamed first on one side, then on the other ; but 

· as soon as we got clear of the wood, the country appearing to me 

somewhat exposed, I was about to recall them, ·when I saw them 
hastening towards us, with Ernest at their head. 

"Papa! "he exclaimed, out of breath, ancl his eyes shining with joy 

-" papa, such a treasure-trove! What do you think I have found?" 

And he 
showed me a 

stem garnished 
with leaves 
and flowers, 

'.E--\'>~...,= from which 

hung a number 
of small round 
balls of a clear 
green. 

"Potatoes!" 
I cried-for I 
recognized the 
flower, the lei:if, 
and the small 
fruit of that 
precious plant 
-" 0 my chil -
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chen, God be prai ed ! We shall never want for food iu this 
wilderness, ince His goodness has enriched it with the potato. 
You have assured the safety of our colony, my dear boy; but where 
did you discover the treasure?" 

" Down yonder, behind the wood ; all the plain is covered." 
We all ran thither with an impatience which you may easily 

imagine, and before us spread an immense field of potatoes; some 
n.lready ripe, others still in flower; and the latter, spite of their 
lowly appearance, seemed to us more beautiful than all the roses 
of Persia. 

"It must be owned, my dear Ernest," cried I, enraptured, "that 
you have made here a most interesting discovery." 

"Was it not difficult?" said Rudly, enviously; "he bad only 
to come down here to find it all out, and if I had come-'' 

"Do not try to lessen your brother's merit," rejoined his mother; 
" for if you had pa sed across this very field, it is by no means 
certain that you would have recognized the potatoes. You are 
quick and thoughtle s, Rudly, while Ernest reflect , observes, and 
compare ; and his discoveries are seldom due to chance." 

"Ah, well," cried Rudly, laughing, and recovering his gootl 
temper immediately, " if I were not the first to discover them, I 
will be the first to uproot them." 

He began to dig in the earth with his hands, and his ardour 
communicated it elf to the re t of us; even the rno11key took his 
hare, and it was oon evident that be was no novice at this kind 

of work, for in a moment he had turned up a great quantity of the 
fine. t and ripe. t potatoes. We filled all our game-bag , and then 
re umell our route to Tent-Town. 

The di covery we had ju t made was of ine timable value to us; 
it a_. ured us of our future sub i tence, and would take the place of 
bread \\·hen our canty upply wa. exhauL tecl. 

" My children," aid I, "thi new benefit from the hand of 
Providence reminds me of a pa . age in the Bible very applicable 
to our present ituation. ' They wandered in the wilderne s in a 
olitary "Tay, ' say the P almi t; 'they found no city to dwell in. 

Hungry and thir, ty, their oul fainted in them. Then they cried 
unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered thrm out of their 
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distresses . And he led them forth 
by the right ·way' (Ps . cvii. 4-8). 
Praise, then, the L ord, and bless 
him in all his works." 

" Oh yes," said my wife; "let 
us thank God with all our hearts 
for this new blessing." 

All the children joined in a 
reverent expression of their grati
tude, and even little Fritz, who 
was delighting himself with the 
prospect of potatoes for his sup
per, wished a particu]aJ" prayer to 
be offered to the good God for 
this circumstance. My eldest son 
represented to him with much 
mildness and just reasoning that 
this ,ms not necessary; that God 
thought not of lip-prayer, but of 
heart-prayer, and that heart
prayer consisted before all things 

in 1cving the Lord and paying devout obedience to his command
ments . 

"Well sairl, my dear Frederick," T remarked; "His benefits 
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ought to awaken our love, and love implies obedience, for how 

can we disobey those we love?'' 
Thus conYersing, we arrived at the rock whence escaped our 

little streamlet, falling in a bright cascade, and with a gentle mur

mur. We once more found ourselves among the tall grasRes, and 

made our way through them with difficulty-the crags on our left, 

and the sea on our right, at some short distance-till we reached 

a landscape of the most enchanting character . 

The rocky wall presented the appearance of a magnificent Euro

pean conservatory; only the various ledges, or terraces, in tead of 

being crowned with vases and vessels, bloomed with the rarest and 

most diverse plants, nestling in every chink or cranny, and adorning 

every point of vantage. Here the rich flora of the tropics was re

,·ealed in all its superb luxuriance; the grasses and ferns blended 

charmingly with spicy stems and the most delicate blossoms; the 

large-leaved Indian fig, the aloe loaded with clusters of white 

flowers, the cactus rearing its tall straight column, like a taper 

crowned with purple ie,vellery; the jasmine, white and yellow; the 
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sweet-scenteLl vanilla twining its graceful wreaths about the taller 
plants; while, high above all, the grass-plantain trailed its supplE 
cords :flushed with tufts of a vivid rose-red hue. But what most 
enchanted us was the abundance of that royal fruit, the precious anana. 
Several of these we ate with infinite pleasure, for hitherto we bad 
only known the pine-apple by descriptions, and it seemed to us truly 
delectable, both from its agreeable perfume and its pleasant acidity 
of taste. My wife, always attentive to her children's welfare, 
cautioned them to be moderate in their appetites, lest the crudity 
of the fruit should render them ill . But it was difficult to check 
my little epicures, who, having shown Ma ter Knips how to gather 
the harvest, made him bring them the largest and ripest, so that 
they incurred no risk of wounding themselves with the spines of 
the thorny bushes planted all about the rock. • 

While they were thus agreeably occupied, I made another dis
covery: among the bristling stems of cactuses and aloes I notice<l 
a tall plant with large pointed leaves, whi(;h, from its general ap
pearance and certain peculiarities, I decided in my own mind to be 
the karatas. A precious plant it is; for its leaves furnish thread, 
its stem tinder, and, bruised and cast into the water, it forms n 
bait which no fish can resist, while it renders them so lethargic 
that they can be caught by hand. 

"My boys," I cried, "come here. I will show you something 
worth all your ananas. Do you see this noble plant? Look at its 
beautiful red flowers; its leaves resemble those of the anana; but 
it is of infinitely greater utility." 

"Papa," replied my young gluttons, "when it bears fruit we 
will condescend to examine it; at present we don't know of any
thing superior to our pine-apples ! " 

"Ab, little epicures! bow like you are to the generality of 
mankind ! You only judge of things by their appearances, and I 
will, therefore, convince you, through your eyes, of the extreme 
usefulness of this plant. 'I'ell me, Ernest, how would you light a 
fire if you had no flint in your fowling-piece?" 

" Oh, I should do as the savages do ; I should rub two pieces of 
wood together until they kindled." 

"A long anrl tedious method, whose efficacy you have not yet 
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tested. Be ides it requires a particular kinn. of wood which is not 
to be found everywhere, \\'hile with my plant, wl1ieh you treat with 
so much contempt, I can obtain a light in a moment; you shall 

see." 
Accordingly I snapped in twain a piece of the karatas stem; it 

,yas hollow. I removed the pith, and striking together a couple 
of pebbles immediately over it, the spark flew out, and the pith 
immediately caught fire. :My sons stood a tounded. I then ex
plained to them the other properties of the plant, and it was with 
exceeding safo;faction my wife discovered it ,voulcl furnish her with 
thread. 

"What a happy thing for us," she exclaimed, "that you, my 
dear Albert, are so well informed, and have studietl with so much 

industry! \Ve, in our ignorance, should have passed by this 

trea ure, and never suspected its value." 
"You are quite right, papa," observed my eldest son; "the 

karata. would carry off the prize for u. efulness from the ananas ; 

but what purpose can be served by all these other plants armed 

with long prickles and darts, except to cripple people?" 
"You are judging too ha tily, Frederick ; each of these plants 

has it mi sion, as it were-it part in nature's grand economy; 
, ome are filled with juices or re ins, of which our physicians make 

daily u ·e; others are of inde cribable service in the art or inclu try. 
Take, for in tance, as a plant of peculiar interest, the nopal, or 

racket : it grows everywhere in the barrene t soils; it make an 
admirable fence for fields and houses; its fruit, a kind of fig, is, 
they say, very wholesome and refreshing." 

carcely had I uttered these words before Ruclly, carried away 

by hi love of gourruandizing, ha, tenecl to pick some of' the figs 
I had ju t been prai ing. But the thoughtle s follow had not re
marked that, like the entire plant, they were covered with thou
:;and. of small prickle , finer than the fine t needle , which womHled 

hi· finger sorely. He returned to me weeping, stamping hi foot, 
and wrino-ing hi hand . We laughed a little at hi gluttonous 
precipitation, and when I had removed the thorn, from his finger , 
I showed him how to open the fruit with uitable precautions: 
with my knife T Rplit the rind of the fig, and then holding it on a 
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wooden skewer, stripped off the prickly envelope; the juicy con

tents, of a vermilion colour, were pronounced excellent. Every• 

body hastened to prepare some fruits in the same manner, and my 

little company enjoyed a new feast. 

Meanwhile, I saw that Ernest examined one of these figs witl. 

particular attention. 
" Oh, papa," he exclaimed, "what a curious thing! Do you 

see the little red insects with which this fig is covered? I have 

been trying in vain to shake them off. Will they not be the cochi

neal?" 
I perceived that, indeed, they were those precious insects, whose 

nature and use I explained 

to my sons. "With these 

insects are made the beau

tiful bright colour known 

as scarlet. They are co 1-

lected in America, and 

Europeans pay for them 

their weight in gold." 

Co crrINEAL INsEcT (Coccus cacti ). Their attention having 

been excited by these circumstances, my boys plied me with inces

sant questions in reference to every plant we encountered; there 

was not one of which they did not ,vant to know its uses and 

properties. 
"My dear children," said I at last, "none but God can say for 

what object have been created many things which appear to u 

good, bad, or useless. Our experience and our studies have re

vealed to us but a very limited amount; but we may well believe 

that nothing has proceeded from the Creator's hands without suffi

cient reason, and that he has not endowed with life either plant or 

animal without assigning to it at the same time a di tinct and 

necessary function in the admirable order of creation." 

Discoursing thus on the marvels of nature, and on the necessity 

of increasing our knowledge of them by observation and reflection, 

we arrived at the Jackal River. We cros eel it on a couple of 

large stone which em banked its bed- our bridge being much lower 

down--- and speedily we reached Tent-Town. We found everything 
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m the same order in which we had left it, and immediately set to 

work collecting what we wanted. Frederick looked after our 

military stores. I opened the barrel of butter, and my wife and 

little Fritz proceeded to fill the tin bucket. Ernest and Rudly 

ran to the bay to attempt the capture of the ducks ancl gee e; 

but the e wanderers, long abandoned to their own deviceP, having 

g-rown omewhat "·ild, the boys would have found it a difficult tac:;k 

to catch them had not Ernest contrived an ingenious snare. · He 

cut up ome piece of cheese, fa tened them to long threads, and 

threw the bait into the water. As soon a the ducks and gee e 

caught ight of the chee e, they warn toward it, and O'Teedily 

wallowed not only the bait but the thread attached to it. The 

two boy then drew in their line , and deftly brought as11ore the 

rebellious bird. , who were immediately tied by the feet, and dE>-
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prived of all power of escape. I could not help smiling at thi;:i 

amusing invention, though some care was required to extract the 

thread from the c:esophagus of the gluttons. We cut it off close to 

the beak, so that there was not much chance of its inconveniencing 

them. 

We also furnished ourselves with a fresh supply of salt, and as 

our wallets were already filled with potatoes, we placed the heaviest 

on r.rmk's back, and relieved him of his bristling cuirass. Spite of 

their cries, we fastened the ducks and geese to our game-bags, and 

as the vessel of butter was too heavy for my wife, I took charge 

of it myself; and, after putting everything in order, we closed the 

entrance to the tent, and began our march, equipped even more 

grotesquely than on the preceding occasion. 

The aquatic birds, torn from their reedy nests, filled the air with 

noisy and discordant farewells to the bay at Tent-Town; the grave 

voices of our dogs responded, and our bursts of joyous laughter fre

quently intermingled. This merry stir along our route seemed to 

lighten our burdens. We returned to Falcon's-Nest by the Family 

Bri<lge, and were not long in reaching home. My wife then 

lighted a fire and boiled our potatoes; afterwards she milked and 

fed the cows and goats. For myself, I released our birds, and after 

clipping their wings to prevent them from flying away, established 

them on the banks of our stream . With a delicious supper of 

smoking potatoes, milk, butter, and cheese, and our customary 

devotions, we closed the day's proceedings, and retired to our 

hammocks, blessing God for all his mercies. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

To-morrow to fresh woods and pastures new ! 
MILTON. 

y ,'\/ OOKI G about the beach the day be-~ ---"'~ /:, ' v-y) 
->,J•,;:;,.___,1.:,,1))!, '. 1/(,:-,~ fore, I had remarked several curved and 

'¢ ' '.,i.·,, , --. 
-fr-i'}_<J:~ .,,_,_ ·__,, bended planks, apparently the remains ot 

~~~~"'--- '1.,:
a ship's boat, which seemed to me well 
adapted for the construction of a sledge. 
1Vith a sledge it would be easy for us 
to tran port our casks and stores of pro
visions from Tent-Town to Falcon's

est, which otherwi e, even with the 
a::;::,i taucc of our patient a s, our feeble strength could never remove. 

At early dawn I rose noi eles ly, and waking Ernest, whom I 
liad decided to take with me-partly to accustom the lad, naturally 
omewhat lethargic, to more active habits; partly becau e I 

thought Frederick better able to protect the family in my absence 
-we quietly de cended the tree, and leaving the others still 
plunged in profound slumber , released Master Jackass from his 
rack, and fairly started on our journey. 

In a short time we arrived at the shore. I had no difficulty in 
finding among the timbers piled upon the and a sufficient quantity 
uitable for my purpo e. We tied them together with the ropes 

we had brought, and barnes ed our a s to the load, which the brave 
animal very complacently drew after him. To complete the cargo, 
we placed in the middle a che t which we found stranded on the 
beach, and then re urned our road to Falcon's- t, my ~on leadiug 
th e tlonkev by hi bridle, and my elf as. i 'ting bi · progres by lift~ 
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ing the load of timber with a lever whenever we encountered any 
large stones or irregularity of the ground. 

On reaching home my wife was inclined to blame us for our 
clandestine departure; but on seeing the result of our journey, and 
learning that she might hope before long to be in possession of a 
sledge which would bring her all that was still wanting for the 
new establishment, she was appeased. I then opened the chest we 
hacl discovered. It contained nothing but sailors' clothes and a 
little linen, completely saturated with sea-water; but my wife vrns 
highly delighted with the contents, for she foresaw the time when 
our attire would need renewal. 

During my absence, Frederick and Rudly had been hunting 
ortolans; but, less skilful or Jess fortunate than their brother, they 
had only brought down three or four dozen birds while cornmming 
a great quantity of powder. I pointed out to them that such an 
extravagance was very imprudent in our situation, since we had no 
means of replenishing our stock of munitions, which would be of 
infinitely greater service as a means of defence than in procuring 
game. I therefore taught them how to make various kinds of 
snares for catching birds, and in this occupation the thread ·which 
we had obtained from the karntas proved of great utility. Every
body immediately set to work, and ·while my wife and two youngest 
sons occupied themselves in making and setting bird-traps, the 
two eldest and I began the construction of the sledge . We 
interrupted our various labours to enjoy our morning meal, 
consisting of the ortolans, a good nourishing milk-broth, and a 
white cheese which my wife had prepared, and which all the family 
pronounced a dainty dish. 

After dinner, Rudly mounted to the top of our tree to dispose of 
a few of his snares, but quickly shuffled down again with the good 
news that the pigeons, which seemed to have adopted the tree as a 
common dove-cot, had built their nests among its branches, and 
were certl'tinly g-oing to breed. 

"I resolved, therefore, not to set my snares," addecl Rudly, "lest 
the poor pigeons should be caught in them. But if you are will
ing, papa, we might fire a few shots up there to drive away the 
other birds·, and we will fo1d another place for our nets." 
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·woon PIGEON tColmnba ccnas ). 

I approved of Rudly's suggestions; remarking, however, that to 
drive away the enemie of the pigeons we need not wa te our 
powder. 

"But, papa," exclaimed little Fritz "why don't you sow some 
of your gunpowder immediately, that we may have a fiel<l of it, 
like the potatoes? Then you would not be afraid of running 
hort." 

Thi imple speech was received with tremendous shouts of 
lauahter, somewhat di concerting my poor little boy who thought 
he bad di covered an excell nt mean· of extricating u from our 
diffi <.:ul tv. 
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" Do you uot know, then," said Ernest, " that powder is nut a 
grain, and that it is never sown?" 

"How should I know?" replied Fritz. " But come now, tell 
me what is this nasty powder?" 

"I know that it is made, but how I cannot positively say. I 
think it is composed of charcoal, from its black colour; and of 
sulphur, from its peculiar smell when burning." 

"Add saltpetre," said I, "which, indeed, is the very foundation 
of it. This latter substance, when combined with powdered char
coal, ignites easily, and disengages the air which it contains in a 
rapid and extraordinary manner; the sulphur, serving to unite the 
whole) also contributes to this effect." 

This solution led me on to explain to my sons, as well as 1 
could, the theory of combustion; or, at least, to state a few facts 
and principles, which I knew they could understand. 

By the end of the day my sledge was completed. Two pieces 
of curved wood, bound together by four transverse beams, sufficed 
for its construction. The fore part resembled a couple of rude 
great horns, while the hind part was raised in the same manner, so 
as to prevent any casks or other articles placed upon the sledge 
from rolling off. To these side pieces I fastened the ropes designed 
to serve as traces for the cow and the ass, which I intended to drive 
in team. 

On quitting my work I found everybody occupied in plucking a 
quantity of ortolans, which, during the day, had been caught in the 
snares. I blamed them at first for their prodigality; but my wife 
calmed me by explaining that she was preparing them for curing, 
according to my directions, in butter, after they had undergone a 
preliminary roast. 

"And now that, thanks to your skill and indu:stry," said she, 
"we are provided with a means of transport, we must go to our 
storeis at Tent-Town for the remainder of our butter. Ernest tells 
me that the ortolan is a bird of passage; we must, therefore, profit 
by the present opportunity to lay up a provision which we shall 
recur to hereafter with great satisfaction." 

No objection could be made to a proposal so reasonable, and it 
was settled that we should start eai1ly next day for Tent-Town. 
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We then enjoyed a delicious supper at the expense of our dainty 
birds, and after having established around us as much order and 
regularity as possible, we gave ourselves up to repose. 

At daybreak we were all on the alert, and eager to set out. 
Ernest was again my companion, Frederick remaining behind to 
protect the rest of the family . J ust as we started, my eldest son 
handed to each of us a belt of margai-skin, containing, besides our 
hunting-knife, a sheath, complete with knife and fork, and a ring 
in which to suspend a small hatchet. It was very ingeniously con
trived, and ·we received our presents with a delight which fully 
recompensed Frederick for his trouble. Finally, we yoked our ass 
and cow to the sledge: for whips, each carried a flexible bamboo 
cane. We commanded Juno to follow us, Turk remaining behind 
"on guard," and we commenced our journey. 

This time we travelled along the sea-shore, where our sledge 
progressed much more easily than it would have done through 
the tall grass, and in a very brief while we crossed Family Bridge, 
and arrived at Tent-Town. 

After unharnessing our cattle, we proceeded to load the sledge. 
\Ve placed upon it the butter-cask, considerably lightened by the 
excavations that had been made in its contents; the store of bis
cuit and cheese, all the rest of our tools, powder, shot, and the 
bristling porcupine armour that we had left behind ; in fact, we 
piled upon our sledge everything which appeared to us calculated 
to be of service. 

While we were thus engaged, om beasts of burden, guiJecl by 
their instinct, bad quitted the sterile vicinity of Tent-Town, and 
crossecl Family Bridge to refresh themselves at their ease among 
the grassy pastures on the other side of the brook. I despatched 
Ernest and Juno in pursuit, and went in search of a convenient 
spot for bathing on the shore of the bay. I soon found a delight
ful little nook, where the waters slept in a ring of rocks, as still as 
a woodland pool. I waited until my son had brought back the 
fugitives. On seeing him re-appear, I called to him to fasten them 
to a post near the tent, and come and join me; but instead of doing 
thi~, I ~aw him hastening towards me at full speed. 

" But, my boy," said I, " your beasts will stray back intv 
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the meadow; if you do not fasten them up, how shall we catch 
them?" 

" Oh, I defy them to run away," he cried; "I have taken up the 
fir t half dozen timbers of the bridge, so that they cannot get across." 

T praised the invention, which assured us of their safety, ancl 
left us free to enjoy our bath undisturbed. Ernest was first done: 
I had told him to take our ass's saddle-bags, and :fill them with 
salt_. of which I wished to collect a good stock, and he no\v betook 
himself to the rock at whose base we generally obtained our sup
plies. He had been some time gone, and I had finished dressing, 
when I heard his voice loudly summoning me to his assistance. 

" Quick, quick, papa! Here's an immense fish, but I cannot 
master him,-he will break my line ! " 

I ran to his help, and found that my son, after having filled his 
bags with salt, had thrown out his line at tl1e extremity of a tongue 
of land which projected into the waters of Jackal River. The poor 
boy, lying flat on his stomach, with arms extended, held in witl\ 
all his might a great fish which had caught his hook, and whose 
violent struggles threatened to drag the young angler into th.3 
current. I immediately caught hold of the line ,vith a firm hand, 
and carefully playing the fish until his strength was exhausted, 
drew him into a shallow, whence once having entered it was im
possible for him to escape. I found him to be a noble salmon, 
weighing at least fifteen pounds. W e killed him with a blow on 
the head. 

Trrn SALMON ISalrno sal ar ). 

:, Ha, ha," said I, « this is n. capital present to carry home to 
our manageress; and I give you much credit, my boy, for having 
remembered to bring your tackle with you." 
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Encouraged by these words of praise, Ernest informed me that 

the idea had occurred to him on our last journey to Tent-Town. 

when he ob erved that the brook at this point swarmed with fish, 

and he showed me a dozen small fry which he had captured before 

the almon swallowed his hook. To take home our spoil in good 

condition, I cleaned the fish and rubbed them over with salt, for 

the heat was very great. Then we deposited them in a chest upon 

our ledge, and after having yoked our animals, much refreshed 

by their protracted repose, we took the road to Falcon's-Nest. 

When scarcely half-way, and while skirting the high grass, Juno 

suddenly quitted us, and her vehement barkings soon started, at a 

short distance from us, a curious animal, ·which seemed rather to 

leap than run. Quick as I was to raise my gun, the creature's 

KA 'GARoos (l\Iacropus giaantcus,. 

irregular gait di ·concerted the accuracy of my aim; I fired, and 

mis ed. Ernest, who had had time to prepare him elf, fired in his 

turn , and with better luck, for he hit the animal ju t a it was 

about to regain its O'ra y covert. We ran eagerly to the spot 

where it fell and tood a. toni hed at its ingular conformation . 

Tt was about the ize of a , beep; had the head and fur of a rat; 
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longer eaTS than a rabbit's; a pouch under the belly like the opos-
1rnm; a tail large, round, and firm, like the tiger's; the fore-legs, 
armed with very strong nails, were short, and seemed not fully de
veloped ; while the elongated hind-legs were of the most curious 
structure. 

At first we could not determine the genus to which the animal 
belonged; but Ernest, proud of his dexterity, was thinking less of 
science than of his success in bringing down such a splendid game. 

" Oh, how happy I am I What a lucky shot! Won't my 
brothers be astonished I And mamma, what will she say?" 

And a thousand other exclamations bore witness to his delight. 
When he grew a little more composed, we proceeded to examine 
the animal methodically; we observed the shape of its teeth, and 
of its paws. 

"From its teeth," said Ernest, "it evidently belongs to the 
family of Rodents, from its paws to that of Jumpers, and by its 
abdominal pouch to the genus Opossum." 

The word "jumpers" was like a flash of light. 
" This strange creature," I exclaimed, " must be what in New 

Holland they call a Kangaroo: it is not astonishing that we could 
not identify it at the first glance, for it is very little known;* and 
at all events it must be of a larger species than that which Captain 
Cook describes, and which the great navigator discovered in New 
Holland." 

" Hurrah for the kangaroo!" r.ried Ernest; "but, papa, we must 
take care we do not spoil the skin; it will make a beautiful mg 
for mamma's feet to rest upon." 

Consequently, we tied up our beast by its paws, and having slung 
it to a pole, contrived to transfer it to our sledge; after having 
taken the precaution to remove the entrails, and salt it internally, 
to keep it fresh until our arrival at home. This addition to their 
load did not at first seem pleasing to our team; but a few handfuls 
of fresh grass restored their courage,-they started off with in
creased ardour, and we soon reached Falcon's-Nest. 

During our absence my wife had employed herself in washing 

+ This stiitement is no longer correct, th01~h trn e enongh when the "Swiss Robinson" 
was originally written. 
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tlie children's clothes and linen, which she had replaced by the 

sailors' garments found in the chest I had brought up from 

the beach a few days before. Although they were not at all 

adapted for my sons, as far as their age and stature might be taken 

as a standard, yet she ha<l preferred to ee them moving about in 

a somewhat grotesque attire to their going entirely naked. On 

our arrival we were welcomed by cries of joy, to which we re-

pondell with houts of laughter. The appearance of our little 

l,arnbinos * struck us a particularly ludicrou . When we understood 

the cause our laughter ceased, and we began to display our riches. 

The butter, the provisions, and especially the fish, delighted my 

wife; the strange animal excited the admiration of everybody. A 

little jealou y, however, was perceptible in the compliments which 

Frederick paid Ernest on his skill: however, he was sufficiently 

ma ter of him. elf to ronceal it from eyes le s penetrating than a 

father's; he congratulated his brother with a tolerably good grace, 

but could not refrain from asking the fa-your of being allowed to 

accompany me on my next expedition. 
" With all my heart, my son," I replied, "if it were only to re

ward you for having conquered an unkind feeling towards yonr 

brother. I have seen the struggle, and am proml of your exertions 

to ma ter it. But I ought to explain to yon that in leaving you 

here to protect your mother and younger brothers, I gave you an 

honourable mark of confidence: a noble heart finds the purest 

plea ure in the discharge of its allotted duty, and sacrifices to it 

it private inclination . I praise you, therefore, my dear Frederick, 

for having triven again t your ardent love of sport and remained 

faithful at the po t where I had stationed you. To-morrow you 

hall come with me; but our expedition will be more important, 

for," added I in a whi:per, to prevent my wife from hearing, (( 1 

contemplate a voyage to the ship to-morrow, and could not do 

without you." 
Thi promi e cleared the gloom from Frederick's brow. \Ve 

then proceeded to di po e in their place the va.riou article we had 

brought with u : our cattle we returned to their tall . providing 

them with what they con idered a ~plenrlid entert::i inment, a 

• An Italian n me for a dressed doll or puppet. 
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quantity of fresh grass sprinkled with salt: my wife prepared a 
portion of the fish for our supper, the remainder was salted and 
stored away for future use. After dinner I skinned the kangaroo, 
or rather, began to do so, for I was unable to finish the operation 
that clay. I hung up the caTcass in the open air, and deferred for 
a day or two the task of salting and smoking-or, in other words, 
curing--the :flesh. Evening came, and with it an excellent sup
per of potatoes, fish, and ortolans grilled in their own fat. After 
returning thanks to God for another day of mercies·, we all ascended 
with joyous hearts to our bed of verdure, where we speedily fell 
into a sweet deep sleep. 

At the first shrill clarion-notes of chanticleer I sprung from my 
hammock, and, before waking the boys, descended in some anxiety 
to the ground, from a fear that the sight of the kangaroo suspended 
to a branch of the tree might have inspired our dogs to feast upon 
the delicacy before we had our share. 1 was not mistaken. As I 
approached the spot I found, from the growling of our two com
rades, that they were already at work ; in fact, they had contrived, 
by jumping, to seize the animal's head., and were whetting their 
sharp teeth upon it with infinite relish. 

" Ho, ho, you impudent thieves," I cried, as I hastened towards 
them, armed with a pliant switch, " I am auout to teach you to 
respect what is not yours by right." 

I gave them a few hearty strokes on the back, and the two 
gluttons, reluctantly quitting their prey, took to :flight, with ter
rific howls, and concealed themselves in a distant corner. 

The noise awoke my wife, who rushed down the ladder in much 
alarm. She was quickly reassured on ascertaining the cause. 
While admitting that I was justified in chastising the gourmands, 
her good heart was full of pity towards them, and I saw her steal 
to their place of refuge and console them with some fragments of 
our evening meal. 

I set to work to strip the kangaroo of its beautiful skin, taking 
every possible precaution not to injure it. The operation was 
difficult and prolonged, and kept me fully employed until break
fast. My children were up and about, busied in various little 
offices at their mother's side, who soon summoner!. all of us to 
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the morning meal. I asked permission to wash myself and change 
my garments, for the process in which I had been engaged had 
covered me with blood, and I was but a sorry spectacle. 

Afterwards we breakfasted. I announced the new expedition 
we were about to undertake, and ordered Frederick to prepare all 
things for our departure. My wife saw the preparations with 
regret; but, as was her wont, she resigned herself to what she 
could not prevent. 

When on the point of starting, I remarked that Ernest and 
Rudly had been absent some little time. I called them, and had 
begun to grow alarmed at their disappearance, when my wife 
satisfied me by saying that they had undoubtedly gone to the 
potato-field, our small stock being already nearly exhausted. How
ever, I bade her reprimand them on their return, for they ought 
not to have left without acquainting us with their intention. 

After a tender farewell, and an earnest appeal to my dear Eliza
beth to put all her tru t in God, who had hitherto watched over 
us with so much goodness and compassion, Frederick and I set 
out on the road to Tent-Town, carrying no other burthen than our 
arms, without which we never travelled. We had already got 
clear of the ·wood, and were nearing Jackal River, when forth sprung 
from a thicket and ran towards us, shouting merrily, both Ernest 
and Rudly. They acknowledged that when they heard me men
tion my <le i<Yn of visiting the wreck, they had stolen away with 
the view of joining us, an<l. accompanying us on our expedition, 
which promi ed so much plea ure. 

I received the young ra cals with an air of great severity, and by 
no means gave them such a welcome as they bad anticipated. 

" If you had a ked me in a straightforward manner at Falcon's-
e t, I might probably have permitted one of you to accompany 

u ; but now it is impo · ible-your mother is alone, and if you 
di<l. not return in a few minute , judge bow great would be her 
anxiety on your account ! As you have acted like thoughtless 
boy , you mu t put up with the con equences. Go back to Falcon's
I e t a quickly as you can, and confess your escapade to your 
mother; and tell her, at the same time, that from the nature of our 
work aboard the wreck, it is probable we may not return to-day, 

\3721 11 
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but that she need not be alarmed-I have taken every precaution 

for our safety." 

My two boys lii;tened to their Rentenee ·wi.th drooping heads and 

a confused air. 

"That yom· journey so far from home may not turn out alto

gether useless," I continued, " you can make a detour, and return 

by way of the potato-field. Fill your bags, and carry them back 

to Falcon's-Nest, but don't dally about too long: remember that 

your mother is easily alarmed. Get home before noon." 

They promised, and with full hearts were on the point of leav

ing, when I bade Frederick hand over to Ernest his silver watch, 

that the time might not slip by without their knowing it; and I 

promised Frederick one of gold when we reached the ship, for I 

knew there was a whole case of watches on board. This arrange

ment, and the delight of possessing a watch, somewhat consoled 

the two fugitives; and they departed, promising implicit attention 

to my orders. Frederick and I hastened onward to the cove where 

our boat was moored, and after getting her afloat, propelled her 

into the current with the help of a couple of stout poles, and 

were borne rapidly to the side of the wreck. 

My first caTe, after fastening up our boat, was to devise some 

more effective means of transport, inasmuch as our crazy craft 

could not carry all that I wished to remove on this, which was 

probably my last, expedition. Frederick threw out a suggestion, 

to which I paid due attention; he reminded me that the savages 

constructed a rude kind of raft by simply binding together some 

trunks of trees, and supporting them with skins in the shape of 

bladders, and filled with air. We ha<l no such vessels, it was true, 

but we had a large quantity of empty casks, which, as they were 

0onsequently filled with air, might prove an excellent substitute. 

Immediately we set to work ; the casks, twelve in number, were 

securely bunged, and thrown into the water, between the side of 

the wreck and our ohl boat; upon them we deposited a platform 

of long planks, which we had previ.ously fastened together with 

ropes and some pieces of wood. We raised all around a bulwark 

of about two feet in height, and thus found ourselves provided with 

a substantial raft, cRpable of carrying every kind of article. 
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This arduous labour occupied the whole day. We scarcely left 
off to lunch very hurriedly on a morsel of cold meat, which my 
wife had placed in our hunting-bags. Exhausted with fatigue, 
we retired, as soon as night came on, to the captain's cabin; but 
not without first examining the ship, and assuring ourselves that 
no immediate danger was to be apprehended. Stretched upon 
elastic mattresses, which our uncomfortable hammocks bad almost 
driven from our memory, we enjoyed a most delightful repose. 

At daybreak, after pouring out our gratitude to Providence for 
having protected our sleep and recruited our strength, we rose full 
of energy and ardour, and began to load our raft. 

Fir t we cleared out the cabin in which we bad passed the night. 
I thought my wife w0uld be heartily delighted to receive the 
different articles which had formerly belonged to us. We visited 
every corner of the ve .. sel, detaching, with hammer and pincers, 
whatever we could remove; furniture, chests, windows, doors: we 
regarded everything a fair plunder, because some day or other it 
might all prove useful. Though the ship's crew had carried off 
their principal valuables, we nevertheless found a store of abundant 
wealth-some cases of jewellery, and bags full of gold and silver 
coins; these we were at firt tempted to seize upon, but objects of 
greater utility and more real interest obtained the preference. I 
only permitted Fred rick to take a few watches, partly to replace 
his own, and partly that from time to ti.me I might re,vard my 
boy with a pre ent I knew they woul<l appreciate. The carpen
ter 's and armourer's chests, filled with all kinds of tools, seemed 
to u infinitely preferable to these glittering trifles, these barren 
riches; and e pec:ially di ll I value a mall box which contained 
ome slips of our European fruit-trees, carefully packed up in moss, 

and ready for immediate planting. 
Among the e precious shrubs I recognizecl, with indescribable 

joy, the pear, and the apple, and the orange, the almond, the peach, 
the plum, and the che tnut, and, finally, a few shoots of the vine. 
We transported them to our raft, a well a several bags of graiu, 
uch a maize, oat , pea e, lentil ; nurnerou implements, for the 

ship' cargo having been intendecl for the supply of a young colony, 
we found a ho t of u. ef'ul articles-a grind tone, all the fittings-up 
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of a smith's forge, a plough, various agricultural machines, and a 

quantity of lead, iron, and copper. To all this wealth we added 

a great fishing-net, the ship's compass, and its binnacle, and a 

harpoon with ·a couple of reels, such as is used in the whale-fishery. 

Frederick asked me to take this harpoon, and to attach one of the 

reels to the fore-part of the raft, that we might be in a position 

to strike at a shark if one presented himself on our homeward 

voyage. 
There was still a host of articles to be carried in the boat; but 

both our craft were in due time so heavily loaded that it would 

have been imprudent to increase their cargoes. Before starting 

we fastened a stout towing-rope to our raft, and then loosening 

our sheet, and bidding farewell to the pillaged wreck, we began to 

row laboriously and slowly towards the shore. 

Soon, however, the wind rose, and swelling out our canvas, con

siderably lightened our toil. Still our progress was slow; the 

floating mass which we towed in our rear retarded our bark. Fre

dericlc, who had taken to the raft, was attentively observing a strange 

body which seemed to swim on the smface of the water. He called 

out to me to port the helm, that he might satisfy himself as to its 

nature. I steered aside as he desired; but at the same moment 

I heard the whirr of the cord upon the reel, and our boat trembled 

under a strong shock, quickly fol1owed by another. 

'' Frederick! my boy ! " I exclaimed, " what are you doing? 

We shall be capsized ! " 

" I have struck it! I have got it!" shouted Frederick; "it 

t 
,, 

canno escape us. 
" But what is it?" 
" A turtle, father, an enormous turtle ! I hurled the harpoon 

at it, and with such good luck, that I hit it in the neck." 

And truly I could see the steel of the haxpoon gleaming in the 

distance, while the wounded turtle fled away rapidly, dragging us 

after it by means of the rope fastened to our boat. I lowered the 

sail immediately, and sprang forward to the raft, to cut the rope, 

and let the turtle go where it would; but Frederick begged me 

to do nothing, assuring me that there was no danger, and that if 

1my threatened, he himself would seYer the cable. I consented. 
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though with some reluctance. I aw the raft dragged swiftly on

ward by the animal, whose agony inspired it with fresh 

.strength; but as we were thus drawn to the east- ~- - J 

ward, I returned to the boat, and addre ::;ed my- I 
self to the task of keeping her head straight, ~ 

that a blow against lier broadside might 

capsize her. 
At the end of a few minutes our new 

conductor changed his course, and 
made for the open sea. To thif; 
we could not consent; I there

fore hoi. ted my sail, and the ~'~ 
wind Llowing in-shore, it .? · ~ 

increased t]ie resistance. 
The turtle then resumed 
its former direction, anrl 
pacldled towards the 
land. Towell in ~ 

thi convenient ( /·· 

fa hion, we 
oon hot 

across 
tl1e 



166 LOADING THE SLEDGE. 

current like an arrow; ancl keeping a little to the left, we grounded 

in the neighbourhood of Falcon's-Nest, in shallow water, where, 

fortunately, there was no reef. The turtle, fatigued with swim

ming, was brought up on the strand. I sprang from the boat, 

and, axe in hand, hastened to terminate the agonies of the poor 

creature which had so miraculously conducted us into a safe har

bour. I severed the rope, and as the turtle still struggled with great 

fury, cut off its head. and feet, and completed our conquest. 

Frederick indulged in a succession of hearty shouts, and an

nounced our arrival by firing off his musket . These welcome 

signals brought our family to the spot, much slll'prised to find us 

on that side of the island, and absolutely astounded at the riches 

we had conveyed, and at the manner in which the turtle had ex

pedited our voyage . 
After receiving the congratulations of my dear ones, my first 

thought was to send for the sledge, that we might immediately 

remove a portion of the cargo to Falcon's-Nest. My wife, accom

panied by the two younger boys, started off to harness the ass 

and cow; and as the ebbing tide began to leave our bark high 

and dry upon the shore, I availed myself of the opportunity to 

moor her securely. With the screw-jack and a couple of levers, 

we hoisted off the raft two blocks of lead, which served instead of 

anchors ; and thus, with some strong cables, we contrived to moor 

not only the boat, but the raft also. 

As soon as the sledge arrived, we loaded it in the first place with 

the dead turtle-a task of no ordinary difficulty, as it weighed 

fully three hundred pounds; with some mattresses, small chests, 

and other miscellaneous articles. Our first convoy we escorted to 

Falcon's-Nest, in high spirits. On the road the children plied us 

with a thousand questions in reference to our treasures, and espe

cially to the cases of jewellery left aboard the wreck, for Frederick 

had already chattered about them. On our declaring that we 

preferred things of real utility to these dangerous frivolities, Rudly 

expressed his great regret that Frederick bad not brought him a 

few gold and silver snuff-boxes for the rare seeds of which he wi hed 

to form a collection. 
Little Fritz added: 
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"And at all eveuts you might have brought me a bag of money, 

since you saw such lots of it, and then I could buy some spice

cakes and gingerbread when fair-time comes." 

Everybody jested at the little simple fellow, who himself began 

to laugh at his foolish speech. 

Havjng arrived at our establishment, I began to deta~h the 

turtle from its shell, in order that we might profit by its excellent 

flesh. We turned it over on its back, and propping it a little on 

one side, I severed with my hatchet the cartilages which connected 

the upper shell with the lower portion; the former is named the 

carapace, the latter the plastron. I cut from the animal a sufficient 

quantity for our dinner and desired my wife to cook it, a<ltling 

that it would require no other sea oning than a little salt. 

l\Iy wife, who always 

feltalittle repugnance to

wards the new meats with 

which we were foreed to 

nourish ourselves, wanted 

to remove the green 

tran parent fat hanging 

all about it. GREE N T URTLE (Chelonia mvdas). 

' Take care what you are doing," cried I; " you will spoil all 

the goodness of our roast : when you have once tasted it, you will 

own you never partook of anything more delicious than that same 

fat." 
I finisbed my work on the turtle, removed all the shell, covered 

the remainder of the flesh with salt, and flung the feet, head, and 

tail to the dogs, who fully appreciated the gift. 

" ow," said I to my sons, cc what shall we do with the shell?" 

cc Ob, papa," cried Rudly, cc give it to me! I will make a pretty 

little boat to go sailing down the stream." 

· If it were mine," said Erne ·t, " I would convert it into a 

buckler, to be of ervice in ca e of any attack from savages." 

cc 11d I." added little Fritz, "would make a beautiful little 

hou e." 

"You forget, my lad ·." aid Frederick, mildly, "that the spoils 

of the animal belong to him who killed it." 



168 Tlrn MANIOC, OR YAM PLA r,r. 

"And, indeed, the shell is fairly yours," I remarked; " but what 

will you do with it?" 

" I would convert it into a basin, papa, and fix it here quite close 

to the bank of the stream, that my mother might always have clean 

water within convenient reach." 

"Well thought of, my son ! You have considered the general 

we] fare, and not merely your individual gratification. Well, we 

will fix our basin as soon as we can find some clay fit for cementing 

it in its intended place." 
"That is found already," cried Rudly; "I made the discovery 

in your absence." 
"And I also made a discovery," shouted Ernest, "and one of 

far greater interest ; at least, I believe so. I have found some roots 

very like radishes ; the plant, however, has rather the character of 

a shrub than a herb ; and I did not dare to taste the inviting

looking roots, though our pig fed heartily upon them." 

"You acted wisely, my dear boy, for there are many plants 

which would not injure the sow, and yet would prove harmful to 

men. But let us look at your discovery." 
He brought me a dozen large roots of the shape and co lour of beetroot 

'' Oh, my boys, if my science is not utterly at fault, I think that 

Ernest has made a discovery of the highest importance, and which 
alone, with the help of 
the potato, would preserve 
us from famine. This 
root, my dear Ernest, is 
the manioc, or yam, from 
which the Indians prepare 
a kind of bread called cas
sava. Used directly it is 
removed from the ground, 
the manioc becomes a vio
lent poison ; but when its 
poisonous juice has been 
extracted by pressure, it 
affords an aliment as agree-

CAssA v A PLANT, OR YAM ,J1io~curea mli oa). able as it is sub tantial. 
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y\T e shall try it hereafter j at present let us occupy ourselves in 
storing our provisions." 

We returned with our sledge to the sea-shore, so as to procure a 

second cargo before evening, and meanwhile my wife got ready our 
Hupper. 

On the road, my eldest son, whose mind still dwelt on his 
morning's capture, asked me some questions respecting the habits 
of the turtle. I informed him that, as far as I could judge; the 
animal which his skill had conquered did not yield the transparent 
and beautifully-coloured sub::;tance known as tortoise-shell, and 
that, therefore, we need not mind converting its carapace to the 
purpose he had suggested; that the valuable product which forms 
so important a commercial staple belonged to a species of turtle 
called the caretta, whose flesh was not edible; that the tortoise
shell, divided into regularly-shaped pieces over the entire carapace, 
was removed by fire or boiling-water, and after undergoing various 
processes, displayed the fine polish and agreeable shades for which 
it was so remarkable. 

Having reached the raft, we placed on our sledge the chests 
brought from the wreck which contained our own effects, the tool
boxes, some cart-wheels, and a small hand-mill-the latter appear
ing to me of immediate utility since the supposed discovery of the 
mamoc. r.rhe work of loading over, we returned as quickly as 
possible to our residence, where an excellent supper awaited us. 
We all seated ourselves at table ; the turtle flesh, roasted and 
basted with its own fat, proved a delicious dish; and some smok
ing hot potatoes served instead of bread. The supper ended, my 
wife said with a smile,-

" My poor Albert, these last two clays have almost spent you 
with fatigue; I must give you something to restore your 
strength." 

She rose, and from a cool shady corner brought forth a small 
hottle and a few glasses ; the latter she filled to the brim with an 
amber-coloured wine, and handed one to each of us. It proved to 
be the finest Malaga wine I had ever tasted, which the previous 
evening she had fallen in with while walking on the shore. Ob
serYing a small, neat, and hermetically sealed case, he hatl trans-
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ported it, with her sons' assistance, to the foo t of our aerial 

chateau, where she had covered it with leaves and moss to keep it 

cool. 

The precious nectar so recruited our energies that before retir

ing to rest we resolved to remove to our exalted sleeping-chamber 

the mattresses we had brought ashore. We hauled them up by the 

pulley, and my wife, who had previously ascended, arranged them 

in our hammocks, where, after our customary evening devotiom, 

we speedily fell into a sound and invigorating sleep. 

I rose before day, and while my family still slept, dressed my

self, and descended without noise. It was my intention to visit. 

the shore, as I was somewhat uneasy about the possible injury the 

tide might have done my two boats during the night. 

At the foot of the ladder I found our cattle and live stock all 

astir : the dogs gambolled merrily around me, the cocks crowc<l 

and flapped their wings, the goats nibbled at the dewy grass; but 

as for our ass, the only animal I was then in want of, he was still 

wrapped in the delights of repose, and appeared but moderately 

pleased with the preference I showed in waking him to accompany 

me on my projected morning walk . Despite, however, of his re

pugnance, I harnessed him to the sledge, and followed by my dogs, 

starteLl for the beach . 
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I was much delighted to find that thi? boats had sustained no 
damage, neither from the violence of the waves nor the rising of the 
tide : the masses of lead with which I had moored them had 
effectually prevented them from shifting. 

Without delay I loaded the sledge; only moderately, however, 
as I did not wish to knock up our honest " Neddy," and was in a 
hurry to return to Falcon's-Nest. So quickly did I get through 
my work, and with so much good-will did Neddy trot along, I 
reached home before breakfast. But ·what was my surprise to see 
none of my family, and not to hear a sound I In a state of 
great anxiety I climbed the tree, to find everybody still fast asleep! 
The noise which I made in entering our aerial tent aroused my 
wife, who, annoyed and ashamed that she had overslept herself, 
exclaimed :-

" There must have been some magic spell concealed in the 
mattresses which you brought us yesterday! I never before slept 
so soundly; and you see they have had the same effect upon our 
young people, who generally wake with the dawn." 

And as she spoke, the latter y~wned, stretched their arms, 
rubbed their eyes, and began to stir. 

" Come, boys, come," I shouted, '' look sharp ; idleness rn an 
enemy to whom we must give no quarter; the more we yield to 
him the more ·will he impose upon us. Brave boys ought to 
rise at the first summons, and spring immediately from their beds." 

Frederick was the first on his feet; and Ernest, according to his 
usual slothful habits, the last. I reprimanded him gently, and 
besought him to conquer a lethargic disposition, which would in 
time destroy not only the vigour of his body but the energy of his 
mind. 

As soon as all had descended, we joined in our usual morning 
devotions ; and after a frugal and somewhat hurried breakfast, 
started for the beach to continue the unloading of our raft. We 
managed two journeys in succession; but as I saw the tide was 
rising, I sent back my wife, Ernest, and Fritz to our settlement, 
keeping with me Frederick and Rudly, who showed an anxiom 
de ire to wait in the boat until it was :floated by the waves, and 
I took her back to her ordinary moorings in Safety Bay. 
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It was not long before we felt ourselves afloat; but instead of 

steering for the Bay, I was tempted by the beauty of the weather 

and the calmness of the sea to make a short course to the wrecked 

ship. We quickly reached it. The day, however, was too far ad

vanced for us to obtain any considerable load; we could only catch 

up, in hot haste, the objects easjest of conveyance. My sons tra

versed the entire vessel ; Rudly reappeared rolling along, with a 

great noise, a wheelbarrow, which, hP- said, would be of much 

service in carrying potatoes to · Falcon's-Nest. But Frederick's 

ticlings were of more importance. Between decks he had lighted 

upon a beautiful pinnace-a kind of boat with a square prow

taken to pieces, and supplied with all needful rigging, as well as 

with a couple of small cannon to arm her. At this announcement 

I abandoned everything to ascertain its correctness. And right 

pleased was I to see a heap of numbered planks, arranged in order, 

on the keel, already constructed, of the little bark; nothing was 

missing I I recognized the great importance of having such a 

boat in our possession; but could we do aught with it? How 

should we rebuild it-a work of immense labour which would 

occupy many days-and how, above all, should we launch it? The 

recollection of the excessive toil which it had cost us to finish our 

poor tub-boat induced me to renounce, at least for the time, so 

<lifficult an enterprise. I returned to our cargo ; it was chiefly 

eomposed of household utensils and similar articles of utility-such 

as a great copper caldron, a few iron trays, some tobacco-graters, 

two grindstones, a barrel of gunpowder, another of gun-flints, and, 

as you will suppose, Rudly's wheelbarrow. I had found two others, 

which we likewise carried away; and loaded with all this booty, 

we quickly hoisted sail, to avoid being surprised by the land-breeze 

that arose every evening, and would have hindered our speedy return. 

As we drew gently near the shore, we were greatly surprised to 

see a troop of little creatures ranged in a row along the very 

margin of the sand, and regarding us, apparently, with intense 

curiosity. 'J.1hey were clothed in black, with long vests of a dirty 

white; their arms hung loosely at their side, or at intervals were 

extended in an almost affectionate manner, as if they would fain 

have embraced us fraternally. 
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"I think," said I, laughing, "we must live in the land of the 

Pygmie. ; they have at length discovered their strange visitors, 
and have come hither to bid us welcome." 

" o, papa," said Rudly, "they are Liliputians, though they 
seem to me rather larger than those of whom I have read in 

hi tory." 
" As if the romance of ' Gulliver's Travels' were history I " ex

claimed Frederick:, jestingly. 
" Well, then, they are pygmies, as papa says." 
" The one is no more true than the other," I rejoined; "all 

those stories of peoples excessively small of stature are the in

ventions of the old voyagers, who probably mistook some troops 
of apes for dwarfed men, or were willing they should pass as 

uch that they might have a wonderful yarn to tell their friends 
on returnino- home." 

" The ame is likely to be the case with ou1· pygmies, papa," 

said Frederick:; " for I begin to see they have birds' beaks; and the 
arms which they stretch out so amorously are a kind of wing, 

though certainly very short." 
"You are right, my son; they are penguins, birds of the booby 

genus, as Ernest formerly told us. Now, the penguin is a capital 

wimmer, but he cannot fly, and on land he is deprived of a11 
means of e caping attack." 

Thu speaking, I steered in-shore, gently and noiselessly, to 

n.void frightening the bird . But carcely had I reached a con

venient place, than, behold ! faster Rudly springs from the deck, 
wading in the water up to his knees. He approaches the con

fu ed penguin , and with a stick strikes right and left at the 

poor fooli. h bird . He brought down half a dozen, nnd the others, 

a tounded by so hameful a reception, flung themselves into the 
sea and quickly di appeared from ight. I scolded Rudly a little 

for o precipitately jumping into the water, and incurring the ri k 
of drowning for o little gain; ince the penguin's fie h, though 

covered with fat, is by no means good eating. 
While we were mooring our boat, ome of the birds which had 

only been f':tunned ro e, and talked gravely acros. the sand to 
reach the sea. Of cour e we oppo. ed their retreat. We seized 
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them with the utmost ease ; bound their legs with stout grass, and 

having filled our three wheel-barrows with the handiest articles, 

not forgetting the graters and iron-plates, we added the results of 

Rudly's semi-aquatic hunt, and set off for Falcon's-Nest.. 

On approaching our residence, I was gratified to find that our 

brave dogs gave notice, by prolonged barking, that visitors were at 

haud. As soon, however, as they recognized the strangers of 

whose arrival they had given notice, tbey manifested their noisy 

joy by leaps, and jumps, and endless gambols. Everybody 

hastened to meet us. Our stores were subjected to a prolonged 

and curious examination; they laughed a little at my tobacco

graters, but as I had an idea in my head I let them laugh. The 

living penguins I wanted to add to our poultry-yard, and I 

instructed my children to tie them securely by one foot each to a 

goose or a duck-although neither were very well pleased with the 

enforced companionship, and it was some time before a harmonious 

understanding prevailed among them. 

My wife showed us a plentiful provision of potatoes which had 

been dug up during my absence; as well as a quantity of the roots 

which, the evening before, I had pronounced to be the manioc. 

Assisted by her two children she had collected all these supplies, 

and I warmly commended their thoughtfol activity. 

Afterwards we supped, and conversed of the things still 

remaining in the ship, and particularly of the pinnace we had been 

forced to abandon. My wife did not share our regrets upon this 

one point-she had always regarded our maritime adventure with 

repugnance; however, she owned that her anxiety would be 

diminished if we were provided with a small sea-worthy boat like 

the pinnace. 
The day being far advanced, we made our usual evening pre

parations; but before retiring to rest I said to my sons:-

" Wake in good time to-morrow, gentlemen, for I want to teach 

you a new trade." 
" Oh, what is it, papa? '' they all exclaimed; "what kind oi 

trade?" 
" You shall know in the morning: now go to sleep." 

The night passed quietly; and at the fir t faint dawn of day 
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cunoi:nty roused my boys from their beds- roused even the 

indifferent Ernest, whose slothfulness had become proverbial 

among us. 
" Papa, the trade ! " they exclaimed, as soon as they found me 

awake. 
" The new trade ! You are going to learn it at once; come 

along, my boys, and I will teach it to you." 

vVe soon found ourselves on terra firma, and when all our little 

preparations were completed I said to my sons, who watched my 

movements with ill-disguised impatience,-

" Gentlemen, the new trade I am going to teach you is that of 

a baker." 
They all stood a -tonished. 

"What! a baker?" inquired my wife, from whom I had carefully 

concealed my project; "a baker? And where, Albert, is your 

mill to grind the barley? and where your oven to bake the bread? 

And, first of all, where is your flour?" 

"All shall appear in clue time," replied I; "only be calm, be 

composed; just at present I require two medium-sized bags of 

, ail cloth, j f you will get them ready; tru. t all the rest to 

" me. 
he obeyed; but before she began a titch I saw her place on 

the fire a large potful of potatoes; from which circumstance I 

gathered that she had but little faith in my uccess. leanwbile, 

my on brought me some of the manioc roots; which had been 

well wa bed and thoroughly cleaned. Then I stretched upon the 

ground a large sail, and giving to each of my sons a tobacco-grater 

(which I had likewise washed) and a few roots, I set to work, and, 

imjtating my example, all grated their rnot with the utmost 

a. iduity, taking care that the manioc fell upon the sail. In a 

few minutes each had before him a little heap of what looked 

like damp sawdu t, and certainly pre ented no very attractive 

appearance; but the lads were well pleased with their work , and 

entered into a vigorou competition. 

" Here are ome capital ra pings!" shouted Erne t, with a bur t · 

of laughter ; " bread made out of the e will be ornething 

ffllperlative ! " 
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"It is the first time," said Rudly, in the same tone, " that eveI 

I heard of bread made out of scraped radishes." 

' I can't say I like the smell," added little Fritz, who rasped or 

grated away, however, with astonishing ardour. 
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" Laugh as you will, gentlemen," I replied; " have your quip , 

arnl your jokes, and your jests-your judgment I will ask here

artcr. Rut I must confess my astoni hrnent that you, Ernest, 



PllEPARI TG CASSAVA BREAD. 177 

sltoultl forget that manioc is one of man's most valuable alimentary 
substances, and that it forms the staple food of a great portion of 
the population of America, where even Europeans prefer it to 
ordinary wheaten bread. But go on with your work." 

A sufficient quantity of the roots having been grated, I filled 
the two bags which my wife had sewn, pressing the pollard with 
all my might, until the manioc juice began to exude in every 
direction. But I found it would be necessary to apply a stronger 
pressure to extract this juice, which is a potent poison. Among 
our stock of timber I accordingly picked out a strong oaken beam, 
the bottom of which I cut away till it was small enough to be inserted 
under one of the roots of our great tree ; at the base of the root 
I piled up a small platform of logs, and placed acrnss it a bag of 
pol1ard. I then kept down the bag with a flat heavy piece of 
timber, secured the end of the beam to the tree, and by our united 
exertions drew the opposite end as near the earth as possible. To 
this we now suspended the weightiest articles we could find
hammers, bars of iron, ma ses of lead; the whole pressing upon 
the bag of manioc with a force which made the juice burst through 
the pore of the cloth, and trickle to the grouncl copiously. When 
I thought the pressure sufficient I removed the bag from the lever, 
and openiug it drew out a handful of its contents, still rather 
moi. t, and resembling maize-flour. 

' Thi i. capital ! " I exclaime<l, enchanted with the result of 
my operation . " ow let us spread out the pollard upon a clean 
cloth, to dry it thoroughly: we shall oon have a supply of bread, 
not, perhap , re em bling our wheaten loaves in form or taste, but. 
I promi e you, of very good quality notwithstanding. I now go 
to build an oven." 

Having lighted everal fire·, I placed upon them the iron tray 
which I had brought from the ship on the precedino- day; and as 
soon as they were heated, I spread upon them the cassava (for 
such i the name given to the farina of the manioc) to complete its 
drying. It collected into tolerably compact heap. , which \Ve 
diligently turned and tnrned, o as to dry them thoroughly on 
everv icle. 

My wife ancl ·hildren were 111 a flutter of excitement. All 
372) 12 
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wanted to taste the cakes, which now looked very appetizing, and 

it was with some difficulty I made them understand that they 

were only flour, and that another process was required before they 

would be eatable. 

"Besides," added I, '' of the three species of manioc one is much 

more deadly than the others; and as I am not quite certain how 

this is prepared, we had better test the quality of our cakes, in the 

first place, upon our poultry and monkey, lest we should poison 

ourselves, or at all events bring on a serious illness." 

Consequently I threw a few morsels of the cassava to our hens 

and Master Knips: the latter soon gobbled up his portion, and 

the hens did not leave a solitary crumb. 

I was reassured by the experiment, but I thought it advisable 

to watch its ulterior effects ; and suspending for awhile our baking 

operations, we .breakfasted upon the potatoes which my wife had 

taken the precaution of cooking. During our meal, we naturally 

conversed upon the manioc and upon its different uses . I 

informed my wife that a capital substitute for starch was made 

from the juice; but the information did not interest her particu

larly, since, clothed as we were in true nautical garb, she bad no 

shirts or collars to starch. We also talked of poisons, and as I 

explained to my sons their various characters, I took care to caution 

them against the fruit of the manchineal tree, which probably 

grew in some part of our island. I described to them its appear

ance-which resembled a luscious golden-yellow apple, spotted 

with red; and reminded them that even to sleep in its shade was, 

according to some accounts, exceedingly deleterious. I therefore 

forbade them to eat any unknown fruit until it had been shown to 

me, and made them understand the importance of faithfully 

keeping their promises in this respect. 

On rising from table we visited our fowls. Rudly whistled for 

Master Knips, who, at the signal, descended in three leaps from 

a tall tree, where, probably, he had been pillaging a ne t. Eis 

1iveliness and gaiety, as ·well as the peaceful cluck-cluck of our 

liens, satisfied us that the cassava had been ·wholly relieved of its 

dangerous properties, and I tl1erefore resolved to give my children 

the pleasure of making their cakes and eating them. We re-
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lighted the fires, and heated the iron trays; while I broke up the 
cassava flour, and kneaded it with a small quantity of milk. Each 
of us set to work. Having provided them with a cocoa-nut shell 
full of the paste or dough, I bade them imitate me exactly. With 
a spoon I poured a certain quantity of paste over a hot plate. As 
soon as I saw, from its swelling, that it was done on one side, I 
turned it with a fork, like a pancake, and in a few moments we were 
provided with a number of delicious cakes of a golden yellow, 
whose savoury smell equalled their appetizing appearance. All my 
family pronounced it a banquet fit for a king, and it was unani
mou ly decided that thenceforth we should address ourselves to the 
cultivation of the manioc, since it furnished a food at once so 
delicate and so nutritious 

Next day I decided on paying another visit to the wreck. I 
could not bani ·h from my mind the idea of the pinnace, and my 
anxiety to obtain possession of it left me no peace . I t was with 
much clifficnlty I obtained permi ·sion from my wife-whom these 
voyages always rendered unhappy-to take with me this time our 
three elder sons, for I knew I should. need all the strength I could 
command. I promised to return the same evening; and at last we 
et out, carrying with us a clay's supply of provisions. My young 

people were enchanted with the expedition; and Ernest especially, 
who harl. not been a single voyage, promised himself a peculiar treat . 

·we quickly reached the wreck, and began loading our boat with 
everything which cemecl worth carrying away; but the grand 
affair, the main difficulty, was the pinnace! She ·wa sto,Yed away 
in the ship' holdr immediately under the officers' cabin. How 
were we to get her out? True, the variou portions had been 
taken to pieces, but from their bulk it seemed impo ible for our 
feeble arm to tran port them eL ewhcre; and if we put them 
together again how were we to launch her? I rubbed my forehead 
in a state of the utmo t perplexity, without devi ing any escape 
from the dilemma and yet I could not give up my project. 

At length my sons, with the confident audacity of youth, 
exclaimed-

" Let u ' first will n the space arnund her by knocking clown 
the. e partition , which prevent us from working. Then let UR 
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rebuikl the boat, since there is nothing more to do than to put the 

different pieces together in their proper places, and fasten them 

with bolts. After that, we daresay you will find some means of 

getting her out." 

Under any other circumstances I should, perhaps, have J.emon

strated to my children the extreme folly of such a project ; but an 

undefine 1 hope of eventual success tempted me to undertake it, and 

I cried -
' 

"All hands then to work, and may Heaven prosper us ! " 

Throughout the day we toiled with unabated spirit, and towards 

evening the bulkheads were down. A clear area was opened up for 

our future exertions, to which we were encouraged by this first 

success. But it was now time to think of putting to sea; and with 

our cargo ·we set sail on our homeward voyage, fully resolved to 

return next day, and every day, until we hacl successfully accom~ 

plished our enterprise. 

On disembarking in Safety Bay, we found my wife and little 

Fritz awaiting- us on the shore. Elizabeth informed me that she . '-
had q nitted Falcon's- rest and established herself at Tent-Town, 

"vhere she intended to remain until our great task was completed, 

partly that she might he nearer to us, and partly to save us every 

morning and evening a fatiguing journey. 

This provident affection moved me deeply, for I knew how she 

loved the pleasant shades of Falcon's-Nest. 

I tenderly thanked her, und to give her some gratification in 

return, <l.isplayed before her the treasures of our new cargo; two 

casks of salt butter, three of flour, several bags of grains an(l rice, 

and all kinds of useful utensils, which filled up our store-house, and 

afforded evident satisfaction to our manageress . 

For a whole week we spent every day on board the wreck, en

gaged in rebuilding our pinnace; and as we punctually returned 

each evening at sunset, my wife gradually grew accustomed to our 

voyages, which at first had caused her so much anxiety. Our 

evening meal was always heartily enjoyed, and enlivened by our 

recitals of our different occupations during the day, while the 

pleasure we felt at our reunion invariably diminished our fatigue. 

By dint of sheer hard work, by fixing the morti es and driving 
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in the bolts, our tnsk daily advanced towards co111pletion, and om _ 
pinnace began to assume a graceful outline. She 'vvas, in truth, 
very light and elegant in build, and from her appearance one could 
see she would be a good sailer, for her keel was nearly as smooth 
as tliat of a brigantine. We caulked her carefully ; that is, we 
stuffed the seams with tow dipped in melted pitch. She was rigged 
with one mast, and carried the same amount of canvas as a 
brigantine ; there was a half-deck at tlrn stern ; and we completed 
her equipment in every particular, even to mounting her two i:;mall 
guns on the poop. 

There ·was our pinnace, but, unfortunately, immovable on the 
stocks. However, we admired her incessantly; walked rouncl and 
round her like children; bt-it we could devise no means of extricat
i11g her from her position. The difficnlties of opening a passage 
for her through the mass of beams and planks covered with copper, 
which formed the ship's side, appeared insurmountable; and yet 
they did not damp my ardour. Suddenly the very excess of my 
despair suggested a bold but perilous project, by which it was very 
possible to lose all, instead of gaining all. Without communicating 
it to my boys, whom I wished to spare the chagrin of its probable 
failure, I proceeded to put it into execution. 

I found on board the wreck an old iron mortar, which I filled 
with gunpowder, and hermetically clo1::,ed with a stout oaken beam, 
fastened to the mortar by stout iron clamps. In one of the sides, 
just underneat~ this lid, I bored a. hole to recei Ye a sulphuretted 
match, and the match I made of such dimensions that I calculated 
it would take quite two hours to burn. All around the plank I 
filled in a quantity of pitch. Then I secured it with iron chains 
to increase the solidity of my machine, and imspended it to the 
ship's side, in the neighbourhood of the pinnace. These prepara
tions completed, I gave the signal of departure to my sons, who, 
meanwhile, had been busily occupied in loading the boat. I 
delayed a minute or two to ignite the match, and then rejoined my 
children, silently praying Heaven to crown my plan with success. 

My first care, on disembarking, was to unload our boat with all 
possible rapidity, as I intended returning to tl1e ship the moment 
the explo1::,ion took place. While in the midst uf our work, a violent 
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report wa::; heard out at sea, which filled my wife and children with 

sudden terror. 

''Oh! what is it-what can it be, papa?" 

"Perhaps," said Frederick, "it is a signal of distress from some 

vessel in- danger?" 

"No," said my wife; "I rather think the report, which seemed 

to come from the direction of our ship, was tbat of an explosion. 

You have lit a fire, and a barrel of gunpowder has blown up ! " 

"You are right," I remarked; "we must go and clear up the 

matter . Who will accompany me?" 

By way of ans,ver my three boys leaped into the boat, and after 

promising my wife to return immediately, we pushed off . Never 

had we made the trip in so short a time. Curiosity lent twofold 

energies to my young rowers, and I myself was hotly impatient to 

?,Scertain the result of my experiment. I grew composed as we 

approached the wreck on seeing neither smoke nor flames issuing 

from her broadside, and that not even her position was changed. 

Instead of drawing alongside at the usual place, we pulled round 

the vessel's bow, and made for the opposite side . The sea was 

strewn with pieces of timber; the vessel's bulwarks were completely 

smashed; and the pinnace, uninjured-only heeling slightly over 

tl1e stocks-was completely exposed through the opening made by 

my novel petard. At this welcome sight I exclaimed, with ::i 

transport ·which not a little astonished my sons :-

" Victory ! victory ! The . beautiful pinnace is ours ! 1y 

stratagem has succeeded, and now we shall easily get her afloat! " 

"Whew ! " cried Frederick ; "now I begin to understand it. 

Don't you see that papa himself has blown up the side of the ship 

to liberate our pretty frigate? But how did you manage it all 

so exactly?" 
"I will explain it to you," said I, as I fastened our boat to one 

of the ship's beams ; "but let us first make sure that no sparks are 

smouldering on board ." 

Quickly did we clamber through the rent flank of our unfor

tunate ship, and carefully did I examine every corner, fortunately 

without discovering anywhere the slightest sign of fire. It is im

possible to describe the exultation of my boys when they saw tht 
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pinnace completely clear of all incumbrances. Shouts of admira
tion were followed by a volley of questions. I then explained the 
process by which so successful a result had been achieved. In fact, 
the mortar, when bursting, had struck the ship's side, and its 
weight, added to that of the iron chains around it, had done the 
work simultaneously of a shell and a hatchet. Planks, beams, 
jojsts-all had been shattered; and the pinnace was now but a few 
feet from the sea-level. It was an easy job to clear the a·pproaches, 
and as I had previously taken the precaution of laying her keel on 
rollers, we proceeded to launch her in precisely the same manner 
that we had launched om boat of tubs . With the screw-jack and 
a couple of levers, we propelled her gently; a very stout cable was 
fastened to her sides, to prevent her from sheering too great a dis
tance from the ship ; and soon our combined efforts launched her 
on the waters, where she speedily righted herself, and floated with 
infinite grace. 

;;;.._ -
';:~-~::~-

TL was too ln.te to do any more tl iat day. I contented rny~elf 



184 THE BEAUTIFUL PINN"ACE. 

with securing the pinnace against the violence of the waves, and 
then we pulled rapidly towards the shore, not to prolong our good 
housekeeper's anxiety. We agreed to say nothing to her concerning 
our success, that she might have the agreeable surprise of seeing 
us arrive at Tent-Town in our beautiful little vessel. We there
fore only told her that a barrel of gunpowder had exploded, ~ith
out doing any further damage than opening another entrance to 
assist us in our plunder of the vessel. At this information she 
sighed deeply, and I believe that in her heart she wished at the 
bottom of the sea the shattered wreck which tempted us to make 
so many dangerous voyages. 

The rigging and final equipment of the pinnace cost us several 
days of unremitting labour. At length, when she had her mast 
and sails on hoard, we loaded her with a variety of articles which 
our weak tub of boats could never have carried. 

We set sail. The wind was favourable, and our graceful bark 
glided through the waves with the swiftness of a sea-bird. My 
sons were in a fever of delight. They besought my permission, on 
drawing near the shore, to fire the two guns, as a triumphant and 
military salute to their mother ; and they had so well kept the 
sooret, and so courageously 1.r,iled, that I could not refuse them 
this slight satisfac.:tion. So Frederick, who had received his com
mission as captain of the frigate, assisted his brothers in loading 
their artillery, and when we hove in sight of the shore, Ernest and 
Rudly, each with a lighted match in his hand, watching the signal 
from their brother, fired his gun, and the echoing rocks repeating 
afar the loud report, both my wife and little Fritz rushed from 
their tent in sudden alarm; but recognizing our voices, as we gave 
vent to a succession of joyous hurrahs, my wife waved her hand 
iu token of welcome. As for Fritz, he was spell-bound with ad-
miration of our splendid vessel. _ 

When at length we reached the rock which served us as a quay1 

and where there was just sufficient water to float the pinnace, the 
two came down to meet us. 

" Naughty boys ! " she exclaimed ; " what a fright you caused 
us with your artillery! I thought tlrnt this time the entire wreck 
ha<l blown up ; but, thank God, here ynu all are, safe and sound!" 

Fn 

out in 
1:n 

aff~tii 
ll"orkei 

com!JO, 

\\'ork, 

left PP 

&1la~. 

Here a 

tran.~i. 
!oink, l 

around 

~ro1~1 

hill 
a ~t 

' J 
a time, 

nioited: 
111, 

I I~ 
did n, 

and ior. 
I 

('l)nceive 

~crecv 
, I 



THE KITCllE -GARDE 185 

Frederick now threw a plank from the pinnace to the rock, and 
my wife ventured on board. She admired everything, and warmly 
praised our courage and persev.erance. 

"You have certainly worked hard.," said she; "but pray don't 
fancy that Fritz and I have been lazy during your absence. If 
we can't announce our labours in so startling a manner as you have 
ju t done, a few good dishes of vegetables, which will in due time 
and place make their appearance without any noise, ·will also have 
a merit of their own. Would you like to see at once what we have 
been doing ? " 

We could not refuse so gracious an invitation, nor deny ourselves 
the pleasure of satisfying our curiosity. We quitted our pinnace, 
mooring her securely to the shore, and with joyous steps followed 
our good manageress, who led us to the rocks where Jackal River 
ri es, and introduced us to a splendid kitchen garden, neatly laid 
out in beds and walks. I could not recover from my surpri e. 

"Thi is my work, or rather our work," said my ,vife, as with 
affectionate pride she embraced little Fritz; "for this dear boy has 
worked with as much energy as I bave done. The soil just here, 
compo ed of nothing but decayed leaves, is very light and ea, y to 
work. Yonder I have planted potatoes; there manioc roots; to the 
left pea e, bean , and lentils; in the bed on thi. side are sown 
.alad , radi he, cabbages, and all kinds of European vegetables. 
Here a place ha been reseTved for sugar-canes ; I have already 
tran. planted sorue anana. , and sown some melon-seed, which, I 
think, will an wer famou. ly. And, to conclude, I have sown all 
around the bed a quantity of maize, whose tall tufted stems will 
protect the young plant· from the un's exce ive heat." 

I wa lo tin wonder. I could not understand how a woman and 
a boy of Fritz' age had carried out such an euterpri e in so hort 
a time; and I wa a toni hed at the di cretion they had both ex
hibited. 

' I frankly confe ," aid my wife, "that when I began my ta. k 
I ditl not think I hould bring it to such a ·ucce ful conclu ion; 
and for thi rea on I ,aid nothing about it. Then, afterwards, I 
conceived the i<lea of givin<Y you a pleasant urpri e· and a for the 
secrecy which Fritz ::11vl I have , o long pre ·erved, there is no great 



186 RE:TURN TO FALUO.1. S- EST. 

merit in it. Your continual voyages to the ship, and the silence 

you maintained respecting your daily occupations, convinced me 

there was some mystery in hand. We wished to take our revenge, 

and to surprise you in turn. Have we succeeded?" 

"Perfectly," said I, em~racing her, as well as my dear little 

Fritz, whose bright eyes sparkled with mischievous plea ure dur

ing his mother's explanations. After having once more praised 

their most useful labours, we returned to our boat ; my wife, whose 

wind was absorbed in horticultural studies, reminding me, as we 

went along, of the fruit-trees we had brought from the wreck. 

" I have covered them carefully with mould and grass," she 

observed, "and watered them daily to keep them fresh; but if you 

do not wish them to be ruined, it is time they were properly 

planted." 
I promised that that should be the next day's work, and that 

I would establish my orcb<trd in the vicinity of her kitchen 

garden. 
We then busied ourselves in unloading our pinnace, depositing 

on the sledge all such articles as we thought might be useful at 

Falcon's-Nest; and having disposed of the remainder in our tent, 

we anchored the pinnace securely, besides mooring her with a 

strong cable to a post driven in ashore, and started for our forest 

residence. We lost no time on the road, for my wife longed to 

escape from the heat of Tent-Town and its burning plain, and all 

of us needed rest after our heavy toil. 

During our residence at Tent-Town, and our daily voyages to 

the wreck, we bad not neglected the due observance of the Lord's 

day. Our return to Falcon's-Nest was marked by a suitable 

solemnity: a new parable, appropriate to our position, and the 

reading of the Bible, whose pages are so full of consoling truth., 

completed for the day our religious exercises. It was with intense 

pleasure I watched the development in my children's mind · of n 

feeling of devout thankfulness towards God, and read the straight

forward expression in their countenance and looks, more serious on 

that day than was their wont. However, after dinner I felt the 

nece sity of diverting their thoughts a little; and as it was my 

fixed principle to render whatever they ought to love as agreeable 
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to them as possible, I gave rny young family permission to pursue 

their ordinary amusements. 
To render these amusements useful, I reminded my sons of the 

gymna tic exercises in which they had taken so much pleasure 

the fir t Sunday we spent in the island. I wished to develop in 

them their natUl'al vigour and energy; strength and agility being 

qualities too needful in our lonely situation for me to suffer any 

neglect of them. This time, to the sport of archery I added ra.cing, 

leaping, and climbing trees-either by scaling up their trunks or 

by means of a rope suspended to the higher branches, in imitation 

of a ship's shrouds. 
When all these games, in which my boys displayed more or less 

skill, were exhau ted, I taught them one hitherto unknown to 

them; that of the lasso, a powerful weapon which the people of 

South America employ in hunting the panther, the wild horse, 

and the buffalo. Two large leaden balls I pierced with a puncheon., 

and having selected a stout cord about twelve feet in length, I 

fixed one to each end. 
"Here, gentlemen," said I to my sons, who were looking at me 

very curiou ly, " here is a very simple weapon, but one day it 

may prove of the greatest utility. It is a kind of sling, as you see; 

but the weight, in tead or' st.riking the object towards which you 

t.lirect it, returns upon itself, and thus entangles in an inextricable 

manner ·whatever the rope catches in its coil. I described the 

manner in which the Iexicans make use of these lassos to capture 

the wild horses; but a· my young people seemed somewhat mis

trustful of their marvellou' effects, I myself made the first essay. 

They pointed out to me a shrub standing at a certain distance; 

I flung one of the balls with my right hand, while holding the 

other in my left ; and whether through chance or skill, the ball 

grazed the trunk, ant.l returning suddenly on it elf, formed a run

ning knot, ·which I took care to draw as tight as po ible. 

' You ee," said I, approaching the tree, and winding up the 

cort.l, " had thi tree been a panther's neck, I should ea ily have 

ma~tered the animal." 
Thi experiment rai ed the exerci e of the la so into high favour. 

Frederid-: soon acquired a remarkable degree of dexterity, and I 
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HUNTING WILD HORSES IN MEXICO, 

pressed my sons to imitate his example, since such a weapon rnigbt 

one day be a great resource to us, and a substitute for our firearms 

when powder and shot were exhausted. 

The next day the sea being much disturbed, as we could easily 

perceive from our " castle in the air," we were not tempted to 

return to the sbip, and we occupied ourselves in effecting severnl 

improvements in our establishment. My wife made me inspect all 

the work she had accomplisheu in our ab ence. First, she sho,Yed 

me a cask of ortolans balf-roasted, and preserved in butter, fo1 

winter provision; then a quantity of cassava cakes which she had 

carefully dried; next, sbe pointed out an awning spread above the 

roosting-place of our pigeons; and finally, she called my attention 

to our European fruit-trees, which she bad kept quite fre h. I 

immediately looked out a suitable site for our orchard, and with the 

help of my sons, turnP.d up the soil, and planted our young trees. 
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In this kind of work the entire day passed by; but as our sole 
food had consisted of potatoes, cassava bread, and milk, we decided 
that on the morrow we would go hunting to replenish our larder 
with some pieces of game. 

The first beams of morning found us on the alert, for on this 
occasion everybody, even my wife, intended to accompany me. She 
knew nothing of the country, and looked forward to her walk with 
much zest. After prayers, breakfast, and feeding our live stock, 
my sons and I took our firearms; I harnessed the ass to the sledge, 
for the convenience of carrying home our spoils ; we furnished our
selves with provisions, and quitted Falcon's-Nest. Turk, splen
diclly clad in his porcupine armour, marched at our head; my three 
eldest boys, armed with fowling-pieces, formed the Yanguard; their 
mother, leading the ass, and attended by little Fritz, composed the 
main body; and myself, at a short distance, brought up the rear, 
our procession being rendered amusing by Master Knips mounted 
on patient Juno 's back. 

At first we skirted Flamingo Marsh, my ·wife never weary of 
admiring its beautiful vegetation and colossal trees. Meanwhile 
Frederick, who judged the spot a suitable one for finding game, 
had strayed a few paces from us, and when we least expected it, 
a loud report boomed upon our ears, an<l almost simultaneously 
;in enormous bird fell at a short distance in the thick of the tall 
grass. ff started our dogs, and I quick y followed. I found 
Frederick puzzled ho~v to seize his victim, which, th_ough stretched 
on the earth and wounded in the wing, defended itself fmiously 
with its beak and feet. Approaching cautiously, I flung my hand
kerchief over its head, and thus, by blinding and confusing it, 
reduced it to subjection. Tying its wings together, and its two 
feet, we carried the noble prey to the sledge, where the remainder 
of the family awaited us. 

"Oh, what a superb bird!" exclaimed my wife, echoed by the 
children, when we reached them, and deposited our heavy load, 
which 'Neighed not less than thirty po"ij_nds. 

" It must be an eagle!" cried Rudly, admiringly. 
" Papa," inquired Ernest, after carefully exammmg it, " is it 

not a bustard ? " 
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" Good!" cried Frederick, contemptuously; "where, then, are 

the webbed feet which, as you say, clistmguish the palmipeds ?" 

" Do not laugh, Frederick; your brother is right; the bird is a 

bustard, though her feet are not membranous; she is also called 

the hen-bustard, though wanting the spur characteristic of the 

Gallinacere. But the language of hunters preceded that of na

turalists." 

" Ah," shouted Rmlly, joyously, " she is one of tho e large 

birds which we started here once before, and which neither Ernest 

nor I could bring down. Do you not remember, mamma?" 

" I do indeed think," said mamma, after examining it; "I do 

indeed think this is one of the birds. But," continued she, pity

ingly, "perhaps the poor creature's brood are hidden among the 

reeds; I think we ought to give her her liberty." 

" Do not concetn yourself, Elizabeth," I replied; "the little 

ones will provide very well for their own necessities. Besides, I 

want to tame this bird : when her wound is healed, she will makP

a noble addition to our poultry-yard, and, under any circumstances, 

will provide us with a capital dish." 

After I had bandaged her wound as well as I could, we trans

ferred the bustard to the sledge, and continued our journey. We 

quickly reached the Monkeys' Wood; for such was the name we 

had bestowed on the palm-groves where the apes had welcomed us 

with a volley of cocoa-nuts. Frederick related, laughing, tbe 

amusing incident to his mother and brothers. Ernest stepped to 

the front, and paused before a palm, whose stem ·was crowned with 

a quantity of beautiful fruit. He sighed as he said,-

" There's no chance of our climbing these trees! Come, Messrs. 

Monkeys, come and gather these fine nuts." 

But the apes made no sign, and my little gourmand seemed 

sadly disappointed. 
" Ah, who knows," he contin{i.ed, with his eyes still intent upor 

the nuts, "perhaps they will fall when ripe!" 

He had scarcely uttered the words, before one of the largest nuts 

came crashing down, almost on the nose of the young naturalist. 

" Humph," said he, "this is like what one reads of in fairy 

tales I Scarcely is the wish formed before it is accomplished." 
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"Perhaps," I observed, "the genius of the tree may appear in 
the guise of an apB, and salute us with a bombairdment, if we re
main here any longer. Let us be off." 

However, we could see nothing moving among the branches
not even a breath stirred their leaves-and we soon lost our feel
ing of uneasiness, though we could not divine why the nut had 
fallen, and as it was not yet ripe, it could not have fallen of itself. 

While we were examining the tree and its fruits, the rest of our 
party came up. Then happened an inexplicable circumstance. 
Fom fresh nuts, answering to the number of anivals, successively 
fell, and came rolling to our feet, though neither the tree nor 
branches were even slightly shaken. 

" Come," said I to my children, "we can no longer doubt the 
cause of this event ! Some invisible magician is amusing himself 
at our expense-or, rather, for our advantage." 

But Frederick, who had now got round the tree, here ex
claimed,-

" I have found the magician, and certainly he is ugly enough to 
be considered one. Come and see, papa ! Such a horrible head
lurge, round, and as big as my hat-with two terrible claws which 
he stretches before him-he is descending the tree." 

At these words little Fritz took refuge with his mother. Master 
Ernest, not altogether himself, looked arom1d him with anxious un
easy glances. Rudly alone, brandishlng the butt-end of his gun in 
the air with a threatening gesture, made a step in advance; and all 
of us, full of curiosity, a,vaited the appearance of the monster de
scribed in such fearful terms by Frederick. Our impatience was 
not long provoked. An enormous crab soon showed himself, and 
advanced in utter disregard of our presence. Brave Rudly dealt 
him, as he passed, a blow which should have stunned him; but the 
beast, undismayed by the attack, opened his formidable claws, and 
marched straight upon his assailant, who, seized with affright, fled 
swiftly, loudly screaming. His brothers began to laugh at him; 
the gallant little fell ow stopped, and recovering his presence of 
mind, took off his jacket, suffered the crab to come within reach, 
and then deftly flung his jacket over his back, paralyzing the 
creature's movements. 



LA 'D CRAB VERSUS FRITZ. 

lt was an excellent manreuvre, but it was necessary to take im 

me<liate advantage of it if we intended to seize the crab, whicl1 

·truggled under the jacket, and seemed likely either to get r iJ of 

it or to carry it away with him; so I advanced, and striking him 

on the back with my hatchet> terminated his existence 

---.. 
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:, ·what a frightful bea, t ! " cried Rudly, recovering his jacket; 

" I ·was le s afraid than horrified. But, papa, do you know hi 

name?" 
"We call him a land-crab; and I think he is the cocoa-nut crab . 

To him we owe the agreeable barve t ,ve have just gathered. The 

animal> though provided, as you sec, with strong pincers, cannot 

break the fruits to which he is o partial-therefore he cuts them 

off the tree before they are quite ripe. Then he de cend. to the 

ground, and eats them by inserting his claw. into the little aper

tures in the upper part of the shell, and skilfully scooping out the 

rind . Sometimes the nut is broken by the fall, and then Ma ter 

Crah feed. upon it at his ease . However, my dea1 boy, I con

gratulate you on your courage anrl presence of mind. The idea of 
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throwing your jacket over the enemy was capital, for you had to 

deal with an antagonist both daring and cunning. You see that 

prudence and reflection are able to secure man the victory over the 

most redoubtable beasts." 
The animal's hideousness, Rudly's mingled fright and bravery, 

occupied us as themes of discussion for some time. We deposited 

our prey on the sledge, and continued our journey. 

Gradually the wood grew denser, and to open a passage for tbe 

ass and sledge through the intertangled lianas and creepers, we were 

--
- ...... l -...::..__- -- -

compelled to ply our hatchet lu. tily. r.rhe heat became intense, 

and we were making but slow progress, when Ernest, who fol

lowed at ome short di tance, and was as bu y as usual with hi 

observant eye , exclaimed,-
" Halt! A new and an important discovery ! " 

The proce ion halted, and we joined Erne, t, who showed u ' , 

among the 1iana we had cut down to clear our road, some stems 

which poured out a clear and cry tul water, like that of a spring. 

They proved to be that precious plant called the red or water Tiana, 

which supplie the outh American hunters with so valuable a 

rc,ource again t thir ' t. 
1'ransported with delight, Erne ·t took a cocoa-nut hell, filled it 

with the liquid, which flowerl from the sev rP<l Rtems as from so 
13 
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many fountains, and carried it to his mother . I assured her she 

might partake of it without fear, and as we were all :e;u.fiering ex

tremely from thirst, the relief came very opportunely. 

"Reflect, just reflect, I pray you," said I, as each hastened to 

cut open one of these marvellous lianas, and refresh himself with 

the living stream; "reflect on God's exceeding goodness ! These 

lianas are nlmost always found in barren localities, where ·water is 

wanting. Well; He has enclosed it in these plants, that the way

farer in the desert may not perish of thirst. Let us devoutly thank 

Him for this new mercy; and, at the same time, let us give due 

praise to our dear Ernest's investigating mind, for without him we 

should have passed by this great boon unknowingly." 

Our draughts refreshed us, and our energies being recruited, we 

resumed our march the more briskly, because I wished to reach 

Ca la bash Wood before we made our first halt. 

It was not long before we arrived there; and the calabash-trees, 

with their curious fruits growing on their trunks, proved objects of 

astoni hment and curiosity to my wife and our younger sons. 

Frederick repeated to them the particulars I had formerly given 

him in reference to the uses made of the gourds or pumpkins by the 

American savages, as well as by the negroes, who have no other 

ves els; and, illustrating precept by example, he very obligingly 

set to work to cut down a few calabashes, promising to supply hi . 

mother with baskets or dishes for her egg , and a large ladle for 

skimming milk-article she most desired to obtain. Consequently, 

we seated ourselves in the shade of the noble tree ; partly to Jiare 

in the work, and partly to enjoy our noontide repast, for all of u, 

felt the promptings of hunger. 
The provisions we had brought with us were spread out on the turf, 

and we gaily demoli heel our simple dejeune1· . Rudly would haYe 

had us light a fire and boil his crab, after the manner of the avagc. 

in an empty pumpkin, warming the contents ,vi.th reel hot stones; 

but the preparations which this operation demanded, our uncer

tainty whether the era b cooked in this sty le would be good and 

wholesome eating, and, more than all, the want of water, induced 

us to abandon the project. 
l\Jeanwl1ile Ernest, who had no fancy for working at the cala-
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bashes, quitted us, and wandered into the wood . Suddenly he re
appeared, with terror painted on his countenance, and shouting rn 
tones of alarm,-

" Papa, papa ! A wild boar ! An enormous wild boar ! " 
At this announcement Frederick and I seized our muskets, and 

hastened towards the spot which Ernest indicated . Our clogs had 
already preceded us . 

Their barkings, mingled with hoarse gruntings, led us to believe 
they had attacked their prey, and the hope of securing such an 
important piece of game cheeren. us mightily. But what was our 
disappointment, on coming up with the dogs, to . ce them holding 
by the ears a great hairy animal, it is true, but to recognize in the 
supposed wild boar our own fat sow, whose intractable disposition 
and savage temper had compelled us to let her go free in the woods, 
il.nd live at her own will and pleasure ! 

After the first moment of surprise, we could not refrain from 
laughter, and the forest echoed with our shouts, instead of the 
sullen report of musketry. We released our poor sow from her two 
a ailants, and left her at liberty to regale upon the fruits with 
which the sward in that quarter ,Yas literally covered, and which 
had undoubtedly attracted thither the gluttonons animal; for 110 

sooner had we dismis ed her than she pounced upon them, and 
wallo"·ed them greedily. I pickwl one. It was a kind of apple, 

crowned like the medlar, aud its agreeable scent and yellow colour, 
like that of the aprieot, were very inviting. I cut it open; the 
pulp seemed to me fine and juicy; but I did not eat it, though 
feeling convinced that it was the fruit which in America is calletl 
the guava. I wa. not quite sab. fied by our sow's partiality for it. 
Ilow ver, we gathered a con. iclernble quantity, and, picking n 
loaded branch from the tree which bore them, we returned to our 
family, loaded with , poil. 

1 o ooner did 1'Ia ter Knip. catch . ight of the fruit,, t1rnn he 
flung him, elf upon them, and devoured them eagerly. This ex
ample remoYed all my u picion , and followinO' hi example, we 
enjoyed a yery plea ant de' ert. We pronounced the O'UaYas de-
1 ightf ul arnl my wife was much plea. eel with my as. urnncc that they 
would make a '\"ery del cta1)1c pre. crve. 



RUDLY'S MISTAKE. 

" Take l)articular notiee of this wood " said. &he· "for lterc 
' ' ' 

indeed, y0u have made one of your choicest discoveries." 

"Be it so,'' said Frederick; "but we have not yet caught a11:v 

great game. The <lay advances, and we march slowly. T think it 

THE GUAVA (l'sidiumpyriferumi J. 

would be as well if mamma waited here, with Rudly aml Fritz, 

and we others set out on an exploring journey." 

I assented to the proposal, but Rudly expressed a strong desire to 

accompany us, while Erne t remained with his mother, who ad

vised us not to go very far mvay, and especially not to stay too 

long. 
We set out, and plunged into a labyrinth of wood and rock 

extending on our right. All at once, Rudly, who led the van, 

halted, and. cried in tones of bodily apprehension,-

" Oh, papa '.-a crocodile !-I see a crocodile!" 

"Are you silly? A crocodile in a place where there 1s not a 

drop of water ! " 
"Pupa, I tell you I see him," continued the poor boy, his eye 

-. 
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fixed on onP- particular point ; " there he lies on the rock, basking 
in the , un ! I think he sleeps, for he makes no movement. H e 

certainly a crocodile; you will soon see I" 
We advanced cautiously ; but moving in the direction indicated 
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by R wlly' finger, I wa quickly rea urecl by :fincling, instead ot' a 
crocodile, a superb lizard of the 1·g~tana specie -an animal per
fectly inoffen. ive, anrl who.-e egg. and fi e. h are both capital eating; 
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'rhis speeimen was about five feet in length. He was lying asleep, 
on a point of rock . Frederick, on catching sight of the monster, 
for he was certainly very ugly, had raised his gun, but I caught 
his arm. 

" Stop," said I; "your shot would be wasted on these impene
trable scales. I know a better method of mastering our gentle
man." 

So saying, I cut down a tolerably stout stick and a light rod, 
fastening to the former a piece of thread with a running knot, which 
I held in my right hand ; in my left, I carried the rod for my sole 
weapon. Then I advanced gently, without making the least noise, 
towards the sleeper. As soon as I got within reach, I whistled a 
sweet and lively air ; at first very softly, increasing gradually in 
force and loudness, until the animal awoke. He opened his eyes, 
and appeared to listen with great pleasure to the unexpected 
melody. Soon he fell into a delightful lethargy, during which I 
contrived to slip my running knot around his neck . Then, still 
continuing my vocal exercitation, I gave him a slight shock, which 
brought him down from his crag. I put my foot on his back, an<i 
with my son's assistance made myself master of him. Frederick 
would fain have fired at his throat, for the animal, now thoroughly 
wakened, defended himself vigorously, and dealt Rudly a blow with 
his tail which flung him to the ground. But, desirous of complet
ing my enterprise, I bade Frederick put down his gun, and as the 
iguana-poor victim of his musical tastes !-turned upon me his 
jaws, bristling with small, strong, sharp teeth, I thrust my rod 
into the nostrils . A few drops of blood were ejected, and at the 
same moment the animal died, apparently without pain. 

My sons, in their wonderment at this result, inquired if I bad 
invented a new means of charming and conquering dragons and 
serpents. I replied that it was the one generally adopted in 
America for capturing the reptile, but I had never known it so 
completely successful. 

We had now to think of carrying off our game; for game it 
was, and of the most delicate character. I decided to take the 
animal on my back by the fore-paws, while my sons supported it 
by the tail. Thus loaded, vve retraced our steps to Calabash Wood, 
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not without laughing at the singular appearance I presented. 

staggering under so strange a burden. 

On approaching the spot where we had left our sledge, we found 

my wife 1.measy at our prolonged absence, and on seeing us draw near 

"·ith slow steps, and without the u ual huzzas, she felt afraid that 

some accident had befallen one or other of us. Our arrival, and 

our bursts of laughter, re-assured her; but poor little Fritz was 

mueh di turbecl by the sight of the mon trous game we carried. 

vVe jested with the little coward for a minute or two, and then 

amused our family by describing the circumstances of our capture. 

The day was now far advanced, and my wife proposed we should 

return home, for fear we might be surprised on our way by the 

approach of night. A the sledge was heavily loaded, and the ass 

eoulll only draw it very slowly on account of the uneven ground, 

\\'e resolved to leave it behind, and to convey on our donkey's back 

only the iguana, the crab, and a bagful of guavas. As for the 

bustard, my wife having very skilfully bandaged up her wounded 

wing, we fastened a string to her foot, and the poor creature, en• 

ticed by some mor els of cas ava bread which my ·wife occasionally 

threw to her, con entecl to follow us. The return journey did not 

appear very long: we reached Falcon's-Nest before sunset, and 

had time to prepare for our supper a portion of the iguana, which 

we unanimously pronounced excellent. Master Rudly's crab won 

les favour; it wa leathery and ta ·teless. Finally, we gave our 

animal their evening meal; I performed my accu tomed circuit of 

our habitation; and night had already over pread the kies when 

we mounted to our leafy cradle, and ought the repose of whieh we 

stood in need. 

I had. a great desire to make an excur ·ion, accompanied only 

by my elde t on, to a certain the boundarie of the country on 

whose shore we had been so trangely thrown, and whether it 

wa an i ·land or the projecting point of some wntinent. To 

colour my abse11ce in the eye of my wife, who was always troubled 

when any of u · left her, I had a eapital excu e in the sledge, which 

we had left in the wood on the previous evening, and which it was 

neces ary we should feteh. 1 took the ass and one of the dogs, 
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:1111[ my son and I, well armell, with a bag of prov1s1ons on onr 

hack, quitted Falcon's-I e t after breal fast. 

While travers·ng a grove of young oaks, of the species whose 

acorns are sweet and good to eat. we found there our greedy sow 

occupied in regaling herself on a dainty so much to her taste, and I 
saw with pleasure that the service we had rendered her the day 

before in delivering her from our dogs had considerably tamed her. 
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She grunted a little on our approach, but did not take 

to flight. Furtber on, we met with some very beau

tiful birds, a few of which Frederick's gun brought 

down: I recognized among them the great blue Vir

ginian jay, and various kinds of parroquets. While 

we were busy examining them, we became aware of a strange 

sound, something like that of a muffled drum mingled with the 

shrill noise of a saw being sharpened; the idea that it might be 

the war-music of a troop of savages induced us to shelter our elves 

immediately in a neighbouring thicket. We had carcely done o 

before we discovered the real cause of the mysterio11 sounds : on 

the trunk of a fallen tree, which lay stretched across a clearing in the 

wood, stood a beautiful bird of a lustrous greenish black, his wings 

and tail marked with broad white bands; there he stood, strutting 

to and fro, wheeling round and round, flapping his wings, and 

making a thousand strange contorfr. ns before a score of hens of 

hi~ own snecies, which seemed to have a. sembled in voiceless ad-
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mirntion. I immediately recognized tbe Ruffell Grouse of Canada. 
so named f:oru the beautiful collar of feathers which he stirs and 
swell. at will. These shrill quick accents, these rapid movements. 
and all this amusing pantomime were designed to gatl,er around 
him the females of the neighbourhood; but the gun of my eternal 
hunter suddenly cut short the triumph of the fanfaronading bird; 
uttering sharp cries of alarm, the hens took flight, and the unfor
tunate fell wounded mortally. 

I reprimanded my son for the inconsiderate ardour which led 
him thus to kill everything he encountered. 

" Why," saicl I, " tl1is rage for incessant and useless deRtruction I 
Undoubtedly the cha. e is lawful, as a means of procuring food or 
lle~troying dangerous and noxions animals; but to destroy for 
the mere sake of destroying is what I can neither understanrl. nor 

d 
,, 

par on. 
Frederick smiled, with an embarrassed air; he felt the justice 

of my reproach. However the thing being done, I thought it 
was better after all to profit by it, and I de. patched him to pick 
up hi, game. 

"'Tis a splendid creature," said he, returning with it, "which 
would have made a handsome figure in our poultry yard, if I had 
been le s irnpetuou, ." 

Placing it on our donkey, we moved forward. 
In Calaba. h Wood we found the sledge and its contents undis

turbed. We decided upon leaving it there provi. ionally, ·while 
we attempted an excur ion beyond our wall of rock, and penetrated 
into a region we had never uefore visited. But we took with us 
our patient " Grizel" to carry our provisions, and the g:une or 
any other articles with which we might have occasion to load him. 

Wh '11 we had founrl a gap in the rocks we e11tered upon a fair 
and smiling country, whose vegetation corresponded to that on 
the other ide. Everywhere O'igantic tree and tall luxuriant 
gra. e. ; we could only advance . lowly, and with great caution, 
keeping a . harp look-out on either hand that nothing of utility 
e caped our notice, and to guard aO'ain. t any unexpecterl. tlanger. 
'lurk marched. in advance, his ears extended, hi no. e in the air. 
Then came the a. s, with slow, indifferent step; and we, with om 
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guus on our shoultlcrs, followed these faithful and peaceaul<: 1· 
animals. , .. fl 

From time to time we met with large :fields of potatoes or nich 

manioc, among whose roots we could discern numerous troops of , J ! 

agoutis at their innocent play; but we pas:,,ed by this .game with 't, 

scornful indiffei·ence, for we had not relished its flesh. On the l I :m 
road my attention was attracted by a new species of plant; its i11 

branches were profusely loaded with small white berries of about 

the size of a pea, covered with greasy matter: on pressing these 

between my :fingers, I recognized the bush to be the candleberry ' k 
myrtle (lJlyrica cenfera), which yields a wax. suitable for the manu- m.k; 

CANDLEBERltY 1\IY!tTLE (111yrica cerifera). 

facturo of t:andles. I felt delighted at the discovery, and before 
goi11g further, picked a bagful of the berries, for I knew how keenly 
my wife would apprccintc thi8 " treasure-trove." Every day she 

deplored the necessity we were under of going to roost, like the 
chickeas, a::; soon as the sun set. It ·was a precious " hand::;cl;" mid 

we did not regret the time spent in collecting it. 
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As we continued our a<lvance in the woo<l, our gaze was con
tinually attracted by a thousand various or intere ting objects, 
which made us unmindful of fatigue ; somet.imes our eyes rested 
upon flowers of marvellous beauty; at others, they were dazzled 
by resplendent butte1flies, or birds of various form and gaily
coloured plumage. Frederick having heard the chirping of some 
little ones in their nest, climbed the tree where it was stationed, 
and was skilful enough to seize a pretty young parroquet, just as 
it was on the point of flying. He wrapped it carefully in his 
hanrlkerchief, and, proud of his capture, put it in his bosom, re
marking that he would bring it up and teach it to speak. A few 
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PARROTS AND PARROQUETS (PsittacidCI!). 

pace be_\·ornl, we came upon a colony of ocial birds, all living 
to~ether in a multiturle of nest under a common helter, which, 
urnlon btedl_v t1icy hatl all com bin eel to builtl; it wa a kir_d of 
loping roof rnatle or . traw dry twig.·, moss, ancl kneaded earth, 

which rendered it a, impenetrable by rain a l>y the un's beams. 
\V c pent some time ad miring thi new marvel and we had to 
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remind ourselves of the danger of delay before ,rn could abandon 

u spectacle so interesting as thi featherer!. colony. 

A FEATHERED COLOXY. 

It led us to speak of the facts concerning greganous animals 

which naturalists baYe collected and recorded: we successively re

called the ingenious labours of the beavers and the marmots; the 

not less "vonderful architecture of bees, hornets, and ants; nor did 

I forget to mention the detailR related by travellers of the huge 

and magnificent ant-hills of America, with their solid and artisti

cnlly constrncted ramparts. The. e frequently resemble an oven in 

• 
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i;hape, aml ha Ye been succes ·fully employed by man for the same 

purpo es . 

During the. e anecdote , to which my son listened v.-ith iively 

intere t, we had reached a cluster of trees whose character and 

A "T HILL 

foliage were wholly unknown to u.. They varied from forty to 

sixty feet in height, and their furrowed and rent bark exuded 

mall drop of a thick re ' inou Jmce. With a little trouble 

Frederick rletached one of the e, wbieb the air had hardened; but, 
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endeavouring to soften it in his hand.s, he found himself di1mp

pointed. The heat only made it stretch. He then tried to break 

it by pulling the two extremities, but immediately he let go of 

r;;.,,_"':'"-.,,.~ them it resumed its original form . · 

~.] Equally surprised and delighted 

at his discovery, Frederick sprang 

INDIA-RUBBER '.!.'REE 

(Siphonia elasticn). 

i-... 

-;o]idifying. Tn tl1is stntc 

i 

~ . 
~ 

towards me cryino· -
' 0) 

" Father, I have found . orne 

india-rubber." 

" Is it true?" I cried with 

eao·erness · " for if so you have 
0 ' ' 

made a discovery peculiarly valu-

able to us." 

l\1y son thought I was jesting. 

" Of what use," said he, "wil1 

india-rubber be to u:s? We have 

nothing to draw with, and no pencil

marks to rub out." 

I explained to him the vanou, 

uses of caoutchonc; how it was not 

only serviceable to the artist, but 

was one of the best sub titutes in 

the world for cloth, on account of 

impermeability. I added that it 

would make us capital shoe and 

leggings . This idea interested him 

greatly, and he begged me to ex 

plain how such a result " ·as ar

rived at. 
" Caoutchouc," said I,_ " is the 

milky juice which exudes from 

various Tropical trees. The na· 

tives collect it by making large 

incisions in the bark, receiving the 

sap in vessels, which they keep in 

cGn ·tant motion to prevent it from 

tl1ey lay it upon small bottles of an 
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extremely thin glass. It i. t11c11 dried in smoke, and obtains the 

dark brown colour so well kno,vn as that of the india-rubber of 

commerce. When nearly dry the bottle is broken, and the pieces 
carefully extracted from the mouth . A similar process is employed 
in the preparation of boots and shoes: fill one of your shoes with 

sand, and lay upon the model thus obtained a many layers of 
caoutcbouc as may be necessary to form a solid leather. After

ward. empty out the sand, and, unless I am mistaken, you will 
have a capital india-rubber hoe." 

"\Ve eemed inspired to fresh exertions by the hope of securing 
comfortable boots, which would protect our feet from thorn and 

bramble. For some time we continued to traver e an apparently 
interminable forc:-t, including trees of a thousand different species. 

'ome i::mall apes, di. porting among the cocoa-nut palm·, , up
p1iecl u. ,Yit.h fre h nut., of which, after plentifully r galing our
'-'elvr:s we collected n. 111011rrat snpply. Among tlH'. 'tr' . I noticed 



208 THE SAGO-P AL11. 

1:,everal of a toler

able height, which 

I conjectured to be 

sago-palms, from 

the white dust 

sprinkled over 

their leaves. I 
satisfied myself by 

cutting open a 

stem which had 

been uprooted and 

laid prostrate by 

the wind ; and in 

its interior I found 

:i. white farinaceous 

pith, which was, 

indeed, the sago 

imported into 

Europe from the 

Indies. Delighted 

with this dis

covery, which was 

f'or us, as was 

everything of an 

edible nature, very 

important, my son 

and I set to work, 

tripped the bark 

from the trunk, 

and scooJJed out 

of the interior 

nearly twenty-five 

pounds of that 

SAOO-PALM (Pham1-Xfarinifera). precious pith. The 

task occupied us upwards of an hour. We then became sensible 

both of hunger and thirst, and as, moreover, the day was rapidly 

declining, J did not consider it prudont to push our investigations 

IL 
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any further. We made towards the sea-shore, and having mounted 

the rocky headland which we had named Cape Rope Deceived, 

could see nothing novel anywhere around us. On all sides flourished 

the same rich and vigorous vegetation ; the same landscapes, the 

same olitude, met our wistful gaze; and not a trace of human 

being ' could be discerned. We decided, therefore, on retracing 

our steps to Calaba h Wood, where we had left our provisions. In 

its plea ant shade we enjoyed a hearty meal, and having thoroughly 

re ted our 'elves, we depo ited all our trea ·ures on the sledge, har

ne sed our quiet donkey, and set our faces towards Falcon's-Nest. 

:My wife was delighted at our return, and received with great 

favour the new farinaceous product we had brought her. The 

pretty green and red parroquet which Frederick had captured, the 

tory of the social birds, of the ruffed grouse, and, above all, of the 

caoutchouc, which was to provide us with impenetrable chaussures, 

amused and diverted us during our evening repast. 

But my wife reserved her particular attention for the waxen 

berrie ·, of which we showed her a large bag full. She rejoiced at 

the new that she would at length be provided ·with an evening 

light, and not be con trained to retire to bed, as had hitherto been 
the case, the moment day was ended. 

(3721 14 



CHAPTER V. 

Thro' mountain clefts the dale 
Was seen far inland, and the yellow down 
Bordered with palm, and many a winding vale 
And meadow. TE..'<NYSON. 

x~ET the reader rest assured that, next 

'~,;; , day, my wife and children gave me no 

rest until I had undertaken my manu

factory of candles. The trade of a 

candle-maker was, for me, an entirely 
new one. ButI well remembered having 

seen the various processes, and endea
vouring to recall to my mind all that 

l.~·- I knew, I set to work. 

First, I carefully pi<..;ked off all the berries, and these the chil

dren threw into a large boiler, which I placed over a moderate fire. 

The waxen envelopes of the berries soon melted in the boiling 

water, and while the berries sunk to the bottom, a beautiful green 

wax rose to the surface. 'Thi· I carefully removed with a large 

flat spoon, and as it collected, deposited in a great earthen vessel 

standing by my side. When it was nearly full, I took the wicks 

which my wife, meanwhile, had prepared of the thread of sailcloth, 

and fastened them in fours to a small stick. 

After dipping them in the liquid wax, I suspended them on two 

branches of a tree to dry. I repeated this operation until the candle 

was of a sufficient thickness. The whole were then stored in a cool 

shady place near the fountain, to acquire a proper consistency, and 

that same evening we put their illuminating qualities to the test. 
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l\Iy wife was delighted with the invention; and although our 
candles were of unequal sizes, and thefr light was not_ very pure, 
they agreeably reminded us of European usages, while enabling 
us to add to our days several hours which had previously been 
wasted. 

Thfr.; success emboldenecl us to attempt another manufacture. 
:Yiy ,vife deeply regretted the daily loss of all the cream which 
might have been gathered from the milk of our cow and goats. 
She had attempted to make some butter by beating up the cream 
in a vessel; but whether she was deficient in patience, or whether 
the heat of the climate was the cause, she had not succeeded. A 
churn was required, but as I did not think myself skilful enough to 
make one, I conceived the idea of supplying its place by a simple 
method which I had somewhere read of as practised by the Hot
~entots. 

These people fabricate their butter by enclosing a certain quan
tity of cream in a skin stitched up like a bag, and shaking it to 
and fro with a regular movement of the arm. For the 8kin I sub
stituted a large pumpkin, cleaned out, and divided into halves; I 
filled it with &,bout three quarts of cream, sealed it hermetically, 
and having fastened to four posts the corners of a square piece of 
canvas, I placed the gourd in the centre, and directed two of the 
boys to shake the canvas with a slow but regular movement, like 
rocking a chil<l's cradle. 

The exercise amused them greatly; but what was more to our 
advantage, when, in about a quarter of an hour, we opened our 
machine, we found therein a lump of excellent butter, which my 
wife made use of at supper, to the intense satisfaction of all her 
guests. 

In another experiment I was less successful. I was desirous of 
constructing a cart or car to take the place of our sledge, which 
on some kinds of ground was almost useless; but though I had 
the advantage of a couple of wheels brought from the ship, I 
turned out but a heavy and ungainly machine. Shapeless as it 
was, however, it proved very useful for collecting our harvest. 

While I was thus engaged in the improvement of our stock, my 
wife and sons were by no means idle. They undertook the deco-
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rative work; from tbe orchard where I had planted them they 
removed the fruit-trees, and arranged them, with much intelligence, 
in the places best adapted to facilitate their growth. I ns isted 
the boys with my counsel, and in the more laborious part of their 
work with my active help. For instance, I directed them to plant 
the vine at the foot of the roots of our giant tree, and the chest
nuts, walnuts, and cherry trees in parallel rows, stretching from 
Family Bridge towards Falcon's-Nest, and forming a shady avenue 
for our recreation when we visited Tent-Town. Between these 
trees we laid down a solid footway, which we might conveniently 
traverse in all weathers; and as our wheel-barrows were not strong 
enough for this work, I constructed a small cart, which was drawn 
by our patient ass. 

We next addressed ourselves, with busy hands, to the improve
ment of Tent-Town, our first settlement, and our possible refuge 
in case of future danger. 

Nature had done little for it; but we supplied her place as best 
we could by planting there tho e trees which flourish most under 
great heat, such as the citron, pistachio, and shaddock-the latter 
a kind of orange whose fruit is as large as an infant's head-the 
almond, the mulberry, and the Indian fig, with its long spiry leaves. 
In a short time we completely transformed this once desert spot, 
and our plantations thriving mightily, a barren and burning waste 
of sand was converted into a grove blooming w-ith fruits and 
flowers. 

But as Tent-Town was intended for an asylum in case of need, 
rather than for a" bower of delights" or an "Armida's garden," 
it \vas there we stored our arms, our munitions, and provisions of 
every kind; and, not content with embellishing it, we resolved to 
augment its defensive capabjlities. For this purpose we surrounded 
it with a fence of stout prickly bushes, so as to render it impreg
nable against the attacks of wild animals, and even strong enough 
to hold out against a leaguer of savages, if there were any in the 
country. We likewise fortified our bridge, whose movable planks 
might, by being withdrawn, impede an enemy's pas age; and a 
gentle eminence in the interior was mounted with the two small 
guns of the pinnace. 



A NEW WANT EXPERIENCED. 213 

SHADDOCK (Citrus decumaniis). 

Upwards of three months were spent in the completion of these 
various important tasks;, and every Sunday--for nothing was suf
fered to interrupt our devotional exercises-I heartily thanked God 
that the bealth of my children, far from being injured by their 
prolonged fatigues, was, on the contrary, improved, while their 
strength and vigour every day matured. All went well in our little 
colony: our food was abundant and wholesome; only one want 
made itself conspicuous-that of a new supply of clothing. Our 
linen and outer garments, though carefully mended by my indus
trious wife, fell into a truly disquieting condition of dilapidation, 
and we had no means of renewing them. I was aware that the 
wreck, whence we had deriverl. so many useful and valuable articles, 
contained somewhere several che ts of linen, bales of cloth, and 
other thing of the same kind; but I had been prevented under
taking another voyage by the multiplicity of my labours. How
ever, a desire to ascertain the condition of the ill-fated vessel, as 
well as the urgent need to which we were reduced, now determined 
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me to put to sea in the pinnace, and attempt an expedition, which 
I announced to my wife would be the last. 

We found the wreck still lying hard and fast upon the reef, almost 
in the same state in which we had left her; the winds and the sea 
had only torn away a few timbers, and these the waves had quickly 
borne to our shores . 

We explored the whole of her interior, discovering many very 
useful things, ·which we transported to our pinnace; the bales of 
cloth and linen vvere not forgotten, nor were several casks of pitch. 
Everything which was movable, such as doors, cabin-windows, 
tables, benches, was good booty. We had to make several trips in 
the day to carry off all this plunder, but we fairly made ourselve, 
masters of the remains of the ship. And after we had gutted her 
interior, I devised a plan for obtaining possession of all that was still 
valuable of her timbers; namely, to blow her up, for I calculated 
that the ,vincls and waves together would float the greater part of 
them to our shores. 

We soon completed our preparations : we rolled a cask of powder 
to the bottom of the hold, and inserted in it a sulphur match 
which would burn for several hours; after which we pushed ofi 
from the doomed wreck with all speed. The current and the 
Lreeze bore us swiftly and securely to Safety Bay, where all our 
wealth was temporarily deposited. We felt ourselves thoroughly 
exhausted with the day's fatigue. 

I proposed to my wife that we should take our evening meal on 
the summit of the small eminence I have s_µoken of, as from thence 
we could command a view of the wreck 

While seated at our table, gaily chatting, the shades of evening 
gathered over us; the darkness became deep and deeper; when 
suddenly there rose above the waves a vast pillar of fire, illuminat
ing the waters, and even throvving a bright red reflection on the 
shore. A tremendous report quickly followed ; it was the la t 
groan of the ship as she sunk beneath the waves, and the la t tie 
which united us to Europe was broken ! 

The reflection filled our hearts with sudden sadne. s, and instead 
of the joyous shouts which I had expected, I heard nothing but 
sighs and sobi:; around, nor could I myself refrain frow shedding 
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tear . "\Ve then felt how powerful iu the heart of man is that 

sentiment which we call Patriotism, and how closely it Linus him 

to the place where he was born, and where he spent hi youthful 

years. In gloomy silence we returned to Tent-Town; it seemed 

to us as if in destroying the ship ,Ye bad destroyed an old 

fri end. 

'fhe night's repose somewhat Jissipated these melancholy reflec

tions. "\Ve rose with the sun and hastened to the shore : the sea 

,ms trewu ,, ith wreck, which, with a little trouble, it was easy 

Lo get ashore . Among other things we secureu some great copper 

pans whieh had been de tined for a sugar refinery, and which we 

llctermined to use as po,Hler magazines, covering with them the 

ca k which contained that dangerous but precious material. A 

~heltereLl spot under the rocks was selected for the site of our 

ar cnal 'O that if even an explosion honk!. take place, it would not 

rn3ure u or ours. 
"\Vhile we were bu icd in the e matter , my 1Yife, who had sharcJ 

in all our labours, betook l1erself to the sea- hore to obtain a little 

re t. There he discovered that two of our dncks and a goose had 

hatched a brood among the reeds, an<l were conducting to the 

water a pretty feather cl family. Thi agreeable surprise gave u 
0 Teat ·ati ·faction, and ducklings and go lings were salutetl by us 

with a merry cheer, arising from a selfi h hope that we shoulu see 

them, in tlue time figuring a a roast" upon our table; we 

threw them t:iOme crumbs of bread to tame them. The ·e domestic 

cares reminded us so ,·iviLlly of all our little family at 11 akon'f:i.. 
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Xe t, and of the delights of that pleasant abode, that we resolved 
to put off for a few days our remaining tasks at Tent-Town, ancl 
return on the morrow to our leafy bower. 

On approaching Falcon's-Nest we found most of the young trees 
bent by the wind, and I therefore resolved to go next day to the 
other side of Cape H ope Deceived, and cut some bamboos, which 
might be converted into stakes and fences for the protection of our 
young and still tender plants. 

The day was spent in various occupations. On the following 
morning, when I made known my intended expedition, everybody 
wanted to accompany me ; the general curiosity had been excited 
by our stories of the wonders of that region, till unknown to all 
the family but Frederick and myself. My wife and sons found a 
thousand pretences why I should not go without them : our hens 
were on the point of incubation, and some pullets' eggs were really 
needed ; the wax candles were nearly finished, and a fresh supply 
of wax was urgently required; Rudly wanted to collect guavac.;, 
and little Fritz to cut some sugar-cane. I therefore consented 
that we should travel en farnille. We harnessed our ass ancl cow 
to our new cart, and carried with us a supply of provisions and a 
large sail for a tent, for I foresaw that our absence would extend 
over several days. The "Teather was glorious, and we set out on 
our mnrch, singing merrily. 

I conducted my caravan at first aero s the manioc and potato
.fields, and through the grove of guava tree , on whose fruit my 
sons amply regaled themselves. Our cart jolted painfully over the 
uneven soil, though "·e had greased the axle with lard, of which we 
bad found a barrel in t1ie wreck; but our axes and patience 
triumph ed over every obstacle. 

In due time we reached the great Bird-republic, which stimu
latetl the admiration and curio ity of my sons, and afforded Erne t 
an opportunity of displaying his , cientific acquirements. He in
formed us that the members of the immense colony belonged, ac
cording to the Linnean system, to the genus Loxia grega1·ia, and 
according to modern naturalists, to that of Loxia socia. He 
pointed out the sagacity of thesr bird,, wl1ich, feeding almo t en
tirely on the berries of' the l1f.1/1·ica cerifera, had e,tablished them-
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lYcs in a locality where that plant abounded. While listeni11g 

wi.th i.nterc ·t to Ernest's discourse, and watching the birds inces

, antly going in and out of their common city, we obtained a supply 

of wax from the nei.o-hbouring bu hes. We filled two bags with 

the berrie,, and a third with guavas, of which my wife intended to 

make some preserve . 
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N xt we directed our teps to the caout<..:honc tree. I nHHlP 

. ome 111crn1on in the bark and arranged a quantity of cn.laba h 

.-hell to eatch the milky , np, for I had re olvecl. to llelay no 

longer the manufacture of impermeable hoes and leggings for my 

on and my~elf. 

ftenrnnl we entered the palm wood an l then directing our 

cour, e a little to the left, debouched upon the mo t fertile and 

delightful plain imao-inable. On one ide extended a field of ugar

cane crowned by a grove of palm ; on the other a breadth of 

ru.- tling bamboo ; before u tretched the rocky headland of Cape 

Hope Deceived, and in the di, tance the magnificent panorama of 

the hi11ing sea. 
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It was unanimously decided that we should make this lovely 
plaee the centre of our excursions; and we were much inclined 
to establish in it our abode, and abandon our residence at 
Falcon's-Nest. But as it was unable to afford the security "-e 
enjoyed at the latter place, we quickly gave up a project which 
was ouly suggested by the beauty of a new and enchanting land
scape. 

yliT e unyoked our cattle, and arranged to pass the night, and 
perhaps a day or two, in the valley. After a light repast, we 
proceeded to our different employments ; some in search of sugar
canes, others to cut bamboos, to strip them both of their leaves, 
make them up into bundles, and deposit them in our cart. This 
hard work whetted the appetite of my young people, and as 
dinner was not yet ready, they compensated themselves by sucking 
the sugar-canes, and then went after a supply of cocoa-nuts, 
with which the trees were loaded. Unfortunately, they found 
neither ape nor land-crab to assist them in their harvest; they 
endeavoured to climu the trunks, but n.fter gaining a certain height, 
they felt their arms relax, and came down with a run, Romewhat 
confused by the shock . 

I then went to their assistance, giving them some pieces of 
shark 's skin, with which I had taken care to provide myself before 
setting out. They fastened the rough skin round their legs, and 
with the as istance of a rope pa sed round the trunk of the tree, 
clambered to the top with tolerable ease. Plying the axe which 
each carried in his belt, they poured down upon the ground a hail
storm of nuts! vVe opened them, and our dinner was duly fol
lowed by an agreeable dessert. Frederick and Rudly, who alone 
had scaled the palm-trees, were quite proud of their prowess, and 
ironically jested Ernest on his idleness; for the professor had 
pa sed tbe time in looking at his brothers, and now, absorbed in 
some private reflections, did not seem to notice that he was the 
objed of their raillery. 

All at once he gravely arose; then having cast a sharp glance 
at the crest of some of the pahus, he took a cocoa-nnt cup, and a 
small tin vessel with a handle to it, aud aclvancing towards us in a 
digi,ificcl manner, exclairnecl, in a serio-comic tone,-
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" Madam and gentlemen, I confess that the action of climbing is 

painful and disagreeable; but since it seems to earn so much 

honour for those who ]:>rncti e it, I also· would fain attempt the 

adventure, in the hope that I may accompli h something glorious 

for my elf ancl agreeable to the company." 
Thus saying, he saluted us: wrapping the shark's skin round 

his legs, he approached a palm-tree which he had been long ex

amining, and began toe calade it with a vigour and an agility which 

a toni hed us. His brothers bur t out laughing on seeing him 

climb a tree which bore no fruit, and were malicious enough not 

to tell him of it until he had reached the summit. Ernest made 

no reply, but seating himself among the leaves, struck hard at the 

top of the tree, and lo, at our feet fell a roll of young and tender 

leaves, which I immeJ.iately recognized as the palm-cabbage, 

e -teemed o great a delicacy by the Americans. The rest of the 

family, not so welJ.. acquaintecl with natural history as Erne t, 

received our prof es ·or's gift with a fresh volley of sarcasms. 

" What a bad boy ! " xclaimed his mother ; " because he has 

found no nut he i spitefully mutilating the tree ! " 

" Don't fret, mother," calmly answered Ernest; " that cabbage 

is worth its price, and I wish I may never revisit terra firrna 

if what I bring you is not worth all the cocoa-nuts in the 
world." 

"Erne t is quite right," I remarked; " he i giving u a proof 

of the excellent u e he has made of his book., and deserves our 

prai e rather than ridicule. Ah, my clear boys, learn to mi ·trust 

that pirit of ungenerou riYalry which too often break forth in 

your words and action , and leml you to undervalue things which 

you do not under .. tancl ; you will ea:ily grow unju t if you yield to 

it, and what is more, ungrateful." 

However, our little hero did not de cend from hi leafy 

throne, but remained there in complete tranquillity anJ. apparent 

comfort. 
" ,Yhat on arth are you doing up there'?" I cried; " are you 

trying to replace the cabbatre you have jut ::,ent u '? ·, 

o, no," aid he lauo-hing j ' I only, ant to bring you ome

Lhing to eabO'll it. I wean a capital wiJ.1e, who e quality I hall 
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leave yon to decide upon; but it flows more slowly than I could have wi heel." 

There were fre:::h shouts of laughter and fresh signs of in
crerlulity amoug his audience ; but these quickly cea eel when 
Ernest descended, and poured into his cocoa-nut cup a rosy and 
transparent liquid with which his tin vessel was about half full. 
With a graceful air he handed me the cup, and invited me to taste. 
I found it genuine palm wine ; a scarcely less agreeable drink thau 
champagne, and very invigorating when taken in moderation. 

Everybody parto~k of the sweet liquor, and a thousand com
plimentR were lavished upon Ernest, who felt himself amply repaid 
for the je ts and quips of which he had been the object by the 
general praise and his mother's affectionate caresses. 

As the sun was now sinking rapidly below the horizon, we began 
to think of pitching our tent for the night. While thus engaged, 
our ass, which had been browsing tranquilly at a short di .. tance, 
8eemed . uddenly agitated by some extraordinary emotion. He 
pricked up his ears, raised his nose to the wind, and with a fright
ful hee-haw dashed off into the bamboo forest, and disappeared from our sight. 

Surprised at such au escapade, we sent our dog in pursuit of 
the fugitive, and ourselves followed up his track until we lost 
sight of him altogether. The dogs were not more fortunate, and 
after a long and fruitless search we were compelled to return without him. 

I was di turbed by tbis unforeseen incident; not only because the 
lo of our a was for us a serious calamity, bnt because I feared 
the poor animal's sudden frenzy was occa ioned by the approach 
of some wild beast. To guard against the latter mishap, I 
kindled a huge fire before our tent; bnt as we had not a sufficient 
supply of dry wood to keep it up all night, I got ome sugar
canes, tied them together in the shape of torches, and fixed them 
in the ground on either ide of our tent-to serve as links or fire
brands, and keep off any prowling animals. Our supper ended, we 
withdrew into our tent ; as the night was cool, we rejoiced in tbe 
warm air set in motion by our fires; and flung ourselves, without 
undressing, on our heaps of mos . Our arms lay by our side. We 
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were all so fatigued that we fell asleep immediately; Lut I woke 1u 

the night, and as the bonfire was extinct, kindled our sugar-cane 
torches; reassured by the clear and vivid glow which they spread 
all around, I again compos-ed myself, and slept undisturbed till 
mormng. 

The bright day found us all in good condition. We thanked 
God for the protection he had accorded us, and thought with 
sorrow of our poor lost Grizel. I had hoped the blaze of our fires 
might have brought the fugitive back to us in the course of the 
night., but as such was not the case, I resolved to go in quest of 
him, and to cross if necessary the dense barrier of bamboos which 
confronted us, and where he had djsappeared. The animal was of 
such great usefulness to us that we could not afford to leave 
untried any means of recovering him. 

As the two dogs would be required on this expedition, I decided 
that my two eldest sons should remain to protect their mother and 
little Fritz, while Rudly accompanied me. He was overcome with 
joy at the preference thus accorded him, and we started immedi
ately, well armed, and with a bag of provisions on our back. 

In about an hour's time, and after much fruitless searching 
among the reeds, we entered upon a great plain, whose sandy soil 
exhibited fwident traces of our fugitive's hoofs. We followed their 
track with great care, but the hopes they had excited were speedily 
clouded, for the hoof-prints of the ass were mingled with those ap
parently of a stronger animal, until both were altogether lost. After 
forcing our ,my through several bushes, and crossing two or three 
small streams, the trail entirely disappeared. 

We then marched at hazard, casting our glances in all direc
tions over the immense plain which stretched before us. Evcry
w here prevailed an utter tranquillity, an unbroken solitude; the 
birds were the only living beings we could discern. 

Encountering a torrent of some depth, we ascended its course to 
discover a practicable ford. It made its way through a chain of 
rocks, where we fortunately came upon a narrow defile opening 
into a truly enchanted region of woods and pastures and spark ling 
streams, and brightened also by the ripple of a broad river. 

Here we again discovered the traces of our fugitive, mingled , it 
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is true, with those of other animals; and in tlrn di tance we coul<l 

A CLUM!' Ob' BAJl!Boos (BambitSa). 

see a troop of 
quadrupetls, whose 
species we could 
not distinguish, 
but which seemed 
to be about the size 
of horses. In the 
hope our ass might 
be amongthem, we 
bent our step in 
that direction. To 
shorten the road, 
we forced our way 
through a clump of 
bamboos, whose 
stems, thick as a 
man's thigh, were 
more than :five 
times a man's 
height. The dis
covery pleased me 
hugely, for I knew 
the many uses of 

the precious plant, which the Inclians fabricate into ca ks, boxes, 
ships' mast , and framework as light as it is solid. 

This detour, however, was like to have proved fatal to us, for, 
on emerging from the reedy forest, we found ourselves unexpectedly 
face to face with a herd of wild buffaloes, not numerous, it is true, 
but of the most formidable appearance! The spectacle so over
came me with terror that, without even raising my gun, I stood 
rooted to the ground, like one petri:fied. It was fortunate that our 
dogs had dallied in the rear, for our presence did not appear to 
disturb these terrible animals, who, :fixing upon us their great 
eyes, displayed more astonishment than anger. We were probably 
the :first human beings they had ever seen. 

I foreRaw the possibility of our escape jf ,ve retired without 
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Rui,' J<'ALOES (Bos lnibalus). 

noISe. Recovering from my panic, I had loaded my gun, ancl was 

about to withdraw, when our dogs, coming in search of us, de

bouched from the reeds by a different path. We did all we could 

to hold them back, but at the sight of the buffaloes they sprang 

forward a if eized with madness : there was no longer any hope 

of retreat-the battle was begun. The entire herd arose, roar

ing and bellowing fright[ ully; the leaders advanced, beating the 

ground with their hoofs, or striking it with their horns. 

Our brave dog , however, showed no signs of alarm: they ru hed 

straight upon the enemy, and, according to their u ual mode of 

attack, flung themselves on a young buffalo, a little apart from its 

companions, and seized it vigorously by the ears. The animal 

began to bellow loudly, and made incredible efforts to shake off its 

a ailant ; its mother ha tened to its a, i tance, and behind her 

stormed all the herd. 

At thi · moment I trembled till; but giving the signal to my 

gallant Rudly, who stood at my side with his gun in its rest, we 

fired together on the raging troop. 

Our two di, charge' ban all the effect of a thunderbolt on our 

enemies ; they ucldenly halted in their impetuous rush, then, 

before the moke had cleared away, took to flight with amazing 

rapidity, cro ed the river swimming, and, till maintaining their 

headlong , peed, were oon out of ight. Meanwhile, our dogA 

clung firmly to their victim, who e mother, tricken by our bullet . 
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rolled on the earth in violent agony, tearing up the grass and the 
earth with her frantic blows. Wounded as she was, our dogs were 
in danger from her; I therefore advanced, and firing at her head 
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bet·n·een the two horns, terminated at once her suffering and her life. 

We now began to breathe a little calmly : death had been c101:;e 
to us, and a horrible death ! I warmly praised my son for the 
coolne s he had exhibited; in fact, far from giving way to tear 
and cries, which would have completely prostrated me, Rudly had 
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bravely taken good aim, and fired his mm,ket, without suffering 
the panic to overwhelm him. I exhorted him always to act in the 
ame manner when be et by perils, from which only presence of 

mind can re. cue us. But we had no time to discourse long upon 
the ·ubject. 

ur two dogs were still contending with the young buffalo, and 
I feared that fatigue would compel them to let go their hold. 
Yet I knew not how to render them any a i tance, for the fury 
of the animal seemed to increase rather than diminish. He flung 
out hi· hoofs in such wise as to render very dangerous any near 
approach; and yet I did not wi h to kill him, in the hope that J 
might eventually tame him, and use him as a sub titute for our m~s, 
which I wa not disposed to . eek much further. Rurlly, however, 
started the happy idea of employing his ling, which he always 
carried about him. He retreated a few steps, and hurled it sn 
n.droitly that it coiled round the animal's hind-legs, and brought 
him inm1cdiately to the ground. I then advanced, drove off the 
tlogs, and replaced the las, o by a stouter fastening; after which I 
served his fore-leg· in the same manner. The poor buffalo was 
<.:onquercd; Ruclly shouted "Victory!" and rejoiced beforehand 
at the pre cntation of this new L'aptive to his mother and brothers. 
Thi:, however, was not o easily accomplished, until I bethought 
myself of the method employed by the Italian. to tame their wild 
bulls: I re. olved to attelllpt it, though I felt it cruelty; but 
nece · ·ity compelled me. 

Fir t, I attached to the foot of a tree the rope which bound the 
young buffalo'· leg , so a to prevent him from moving; I recalled 
my doer , and making them ·eize the animal' ear , which they had 
:o reluctantly let go, I thus rendered hi head motionle . Then 
I drew my knife, which was pointed and very sharp, lit the no tril · 
of the poor little buffalo and in. erted in the opening a eord, to act 
as a rein in O'uiding him. The operation wa ·ucee: ful ; and 
when after a while the ble ding from the wound had cea ·e<l, I took 
the cord and tied together the two end ; the young buffalo, com
pletely overmastered, followed me without re i tance. 

~feanwhile I had cut up the he-buffalo, "'s well a ! wa able 
without the nece ary in:truments for uch a ta ·k; extracted the (:n:?i lfl 
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tongue and the best pieces of the thighs, and covered the whole 

with a good coat of salt (of which we carried with us a supply)

abandoning the rest of the carcass to our dogs . They threw them

selves upon it ·with voracious appetite, but the vultures and other 

birds of prey did not long allow them to enjoy the repast unchal

ienged; clouds of winged robbers hastened from all points of the 

heaven to banquet on the spoil ; and as fast as one troop were 

satisfied another took their places. 

Among these avid birds we detected the King Vulture, remark

able for his splendid collar of downy fe.atherR, and the Calao, also 
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C ALAO AND ROYAL VUL1' URE (Vultur papa' . 

called the Bird-Rhinoceros, from the bony excrescence which he 

bears on his beak. We could easily have brought down ome of 

them, as, seated in the bamboo- hades, we rested after our fatigueR, 

and watched our dog feasting on their quarry, and battling 

with the plunderers who wanted too large a share; but they 
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coulJ have been of no use to us, and I preferred to employ my 
time in cutting down some of the gigantic rneds which flourisherl 
round us. 

We did not, on this occasion, choose the largest, of which we 
might have made capital vessels by cutting them from one knot to 
another; we contented ourselves with making up a bundle of the 
smaller, which, being hollow, would serve, I thought. as moulds 
for our candles. 

At length, when food and rest had recruited our energies, we 
began to think of returning; the buffalo, frightened of the dogs, 
and, above all, su bduecl by the rope which traversed his nostrils, 
did not show much obstinacy; and we set out, sighing over the loss 
of our poor patient donkey. 

As we repassed the defile in the rocks, we caught sight of a 
large jackal, emerging from a cavern where she had her lair; our 
dogs soon conquered her, and Rudly would fain have penetrated 
into her retreat in quest of her young, but as I feared the male 
might be concealed there, I first discharged my pistols into the 
hollow. l\Iy son then crawled in, followed by the dogs; and it 
was with difficulty he saved one of the brood, for they pounced 
upon their prey in an excess of rage, and strangled all the others. 
The whelp rescued from their jaws was about the size of a small 
cat; his hair was of a golden yellow, and he was so handsome that 
Rudly begged my permission to take care of him and bring him 
up ; I made the little fellow quite happy by my consent. 

On the same occasion I made an interesting discovery. While 
detained by the incident of the jackal, I bad fastened the buffalo 
to a small tree, which I recognized as the thorny dwarf-palm. 
This tree, growing and multiplying with extreme rapidity, makes 
the be t of fences, and I resolved to come in search of some young 
plants to trengthen the enclo ure at Tent-Town . 

It was nearly night when we reached our temporary encamp
ment. The appearance of the buffalo-calf instigated a host of 
que tions; we related our adventure, and Rndly1 alwar prone to 
boasting, wa fain to crown him elf with all the honour. I 
checked hi fanfaronade, while prai ing his courage and p1 e ence 
of mind as they deserved. At length the intere t of our narrative 
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led us so far, that the supper-hour arrived before I had time to 
ascertain what event had transpired in my absence. 

I found that my wife and her young companions had not been 
idle. One had collected a quantity of dry wood for keeping up the 
fire, another had arranged the sugar-cane torches for the night; 
Frederick and Ernest, having discovered a sago-palm in the neigh
bourhood, had contrived to fell it, with the view of extracting the 
precious farina; but they had not strength enough for this opera
tion, and waited my return to accomplish it. 

But while they had been thus employed, a troop of apes had 
stolen into the tent and pillaged it completely. The marauders 
had drunk or spilt the milk, scattered the potatoes, eaten or spoilen 
the provis'ions, and in their inces ant wanderings had so knocked 
up the palisade with which Thad surrounded our habitation, that 

when my poor lad. 
returned, it co t 
them an hour's hard 
work to repair the 
damage. Frederick 
had also been highly 
successful m his 
favourite role of the 
sportsman. He had 
managed to sur
prise among the 
rocks a bird of prey, 
very young, bnt 
still fully feathered, 
which Ernest de
clared, and I con
firmed his opinion, 
to be a Malabar 
or Indian Eagle. 
I ad vised Frederick 

INlHAN EAGLE. to try and rear it, 
since it wa capable of being trained for the chase, like the falcon. 
My wife murmured a little at this decision,-
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" I do not know," she said, " where we shall find food for all 
tlte mouths which you bring about you daily, to say nothing of 
the trouble they give me. I have really enough to do without 
so much additional anxiety." 

This last observation wa8 quite just, and induced me to proclaim 
i.n formal terms that, thenceforth, whosoever brought a new inmate 
to the colony must undertake its sole support; and that, on the 
first occasion of duty neglected, tlrn cnpti.ves whose masters showed 
themselves indifferent to their welfare, would immediately be 
restored to liberty. ·with this announcement my wife declared 
herself satisfied. 

Kindling a fire of green wood, I next proceeded to expose to 
the smoke, by means of some timber spits1 the pieces of buffalo 
flesh which I bad brought back from our expedition, and which I 
left in this position during the night, that they might be perfectly 
cured. One of the tenclerest pieces my wife had already broiled for 
our supper. It wa-s a merry meal, and cheered by a lively dis
cussion of all the incidents of an eventful day. Afterwards we fed 
our different animals, took the nece8sary precautions for our safety 
during the night, and retiring within our tent, composed ourselves 
to sleep, thoroughly weary, but very happy. 

Frederick took the precaution to bandage his eaglet's eyes, to 
keep him quiet, and perched him on a neighbouring branch, fast
ening him there by his foot. 

Rudly's little jackal, after a supper of good milk, coiled himself 
up like a cat in his young master's bosom, and both inmates, 
though naturalJy so wild and fierce, passed the night in tran
quillity. 

At daybreak we all arose, fresh, invigorated, and in high spirits; 
and after a tolerably light breakfast, I was about to give the signal 
of departure, when my wife and sons interrupted me with some 
observations. 

" Do you think, then," said the former, '' that after all our 
tronble in felling this sago-palm, we are going to leave it hem, and 
derive no advantage from it? To say nothing of its precious pith, 
1 have been thinking that, if you split the tree up in lengths, it 
would make a couple of capital gutters to carry the water 



230 THE HO MEW ARD JOURNEY. 

from Jackal River to rl'ent-'l'own. What do you say to my 
idea?" 

" That it is a very good one, but rather too difficult to put into 
execution. However, we will make the attempt." 

With all the tools we happened to have about us we repaired tc 
the place where lay the humbled palm-tree. Having sawn off itb 
two extremities, I contrived, by dint of axe, and wedge, and 
mallet, though not without great difficulty, to make a longitudinal 
groove in the trunk. We turned the tree to do the same on the 
other side, and after four hours' hard work, had the satisfaction of 
seeing it split in twain. The farinaceous pith we then removed in 
great handfuls, for being closely interwoven with fibres and fila
ments, it is of a very tenacious character. My wife wanted to 
make immediate use of it; but this was impossible, as it requires 
in the first place to undergo a certain amount of preparation, and 
we had no suitable utensils. So, wrapping it up in a clean cloth, 
we deposited it in our cart, and found ourselves once more pro
vided with a wholesome and substantial aliment. 

We spent the rest of the day in collecting our treasures and 
loading our cart. The cured buffalo meat, the cocoa-nuts, the 
sugar-canes, the guavas, and the wax-berries, were included in our 
cargo, without counting our live stock, among which the young 
buffalo, much pleased with the company of our cow, was not the 
least interesting animal. But great as was our impatience to return 
to Falcon's-Nest, we deferred our departure until the following 
day, and passed another night under the shelter of our temporary 
tent. On the monow, as soon as the sun appeared above the 
horizon, the entire caravan set out on their march. The young 
buffalo, harnessed to the cart by the side of the cow, his :foster
mother, proveJ an efficient substitute for the fugitive ass, and 
made his first essay as a beast of draught. We were glad that we 
had secured his services, for our load was of considerable burthen ; 
and for this time, at least, we were compelled to give up all idea 
of transporting both our palm-wood gutters. We therefore took 
only one of them with us; and to diminish the weight, we sus
pended it to the axle, underneath the cart. Its length, however, 
rendering it difficult to travel through the woods, we were forced 
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to take the nearest route to Falcon's-Nest, and to give up a project 

we had formeJ. of collecting some plovers' eggs. I turned aside 

with Ernest to pick up the vessels we had place<l to catch the 

caoutehouc juice. There was no great quantity, but just enough 

for a first attempt at the manufacture. 

As I rejoined my little troop, I heard our dogs barking in the 

most violent manner. They we:re ahead with Frederick and 

Rudly, and for a moment I felt afraid lest they had been attacked 

by a tiger or some other beast of prey. I commanded a halt, and 

starting forward, with my gun loaded and cocked, I caught sight 

of Rudly, lying flat on the ground, either through fear, I supposed, 

or to see better through the brushwood; but he quickly sprang 

to his feet, and turned towards me with a burst of laughter. 

"It is our great fat sow, again," he cried. "Is the stupid 

creature al ways going to play these tricks?" 

And above the noisy barks of our clogs rose the loud, half

angry, and half-alarme<l gruntings of the recreant sow, whom I 

di covered among the bushes-not a prey to the griefs of solitude, 

but surrounded by eight to ten young sucklings, all imitating 

their mother's melodious accents. The latter, on seeing us, ceased 

her cries of grief and anger, and gave utterance to short friendly 

grunts, in proof that he recognized us. In return for this wel

come, we gave her all that remained of potatoes and bi cuit, and 

rejoiced greatly at the birth of her little family. It was resolved 

that we would leave the sow to nourish her young for some time 

longer ; that then we would remove two of them, and breed them 

up at our colony; and that the others should be allowed to run 

free in the woods, where they might increase their numberts, and 

eventually furnish us with capital game. 

Our arrival at Falcon's- rest was a moment of happiness for all 

Our domestic animal flocked around us, and showed their delight 

at our return in the noi ie t manner. We fa tened up the addi

tional members of our herd until habit had rendered them sociable 

like the others. 

Frederick took mea ure ' to secure hi eagle in the ame manner; 

but after attaching him by a ·111c1ll iron chain to a branch of the 

fig-tree, where the parroy_uet wa::i al o po ted, he imprudently 
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uncovered his eyes. The burst of light produced an effect on the 
ferociou bird which terrified us; for suddenly he clapped his 
wings, darted to and fro his curve<l. beak, and sei7.ing upon the 
poor little parroquet, tore it in pieces before we could rush to its 
succour. Frederick broke out into loud cries of despair; he fell 
npon the eagle, and would have killed him, had not Ernest inter
fered and Rolicited his pardon. 

" Give me the rascal," said he; "I know how to maRter him, 
and will make him as tame and tractable as a little dog." 

"No, certainly, I will not give him to you," replied Frederick; 
"I caught him, and I will keep him. But you may as well teach 
me your secret how to conquer him." 

" Oh, since you wish to keep your bird, I too wish to keep mv secret." 

I was obliged to interfere. 
"Why," said I to Frederick, "would you have your brother 

reveal his secret for nothing? Why should he make less profit out 
of his reading and reflection than you out of t.he products of your 
rifle? Would it not be fair if you offered him Romething in 
exchange for his secret, which, by the way, seems to me a very wonderful one? " 

" You are right, papa," Raid Frederick, growing calm. " Well, 
Erne.st, I will give you my little ape if you will teach me how to 
master this proud animal, which, in spite of all, I would fain 
preserve ; for, you see, the eagle is a heroic bird." 

"Be it so," replied Ernest; "and as I have no taste for the 
heroic, I would not care about posRessing your hero-bird. I would 
rather be a man of l~tters, and record your deeds of high emprise 
if ever you undertook any adventure with your eagle." 

" Come, come; cease your jokes, and te11 us your secret." 
" The mode is simple, though whether it wm be successful T 

can hardly say; but I have read that the Caribs tame the large t 
birds by making them inhale tobacco-smoke." 

Frederick began to laugh incredulously; but Ernest, procuring 
a pipe and tobacco, set to work, and with imperturbable gravit_v 
smoked away beneath the branch where the captive bird still furiously Rtruggled. 

re 
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As the light whirls of the smoke rose in quick succes ion his 

violence abated. Ernest smoked all the more inten ely, making 

the cloud revolve, as it were, around the fierce bird's head. By 

degrees he grew perfectly quiet, and, fixing upon us a semi-drunken 

and unconscious gaze, remained clinging to the bough in a state 

of complete intoxication. His eyes were then bandaged without 

difficulty. 
Frederick thanked his brother heartily for the service he bad 

rendered him; and to reward him, went in search of his ape, which 

thenceforward became Ernest's property . 
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CHAPTER VI. 

River sides, aud woods, and hcathy waste. 

KEATS. 

., .. ~ ~'~ARLY the next morning we set out to examine 
·• ·~1 ' • t:- ._, > our plantations of fruit-trees, and to provide 

those which needed them with bamboo stakes 
..,_ and fences. We carried our bundles on the 

sledge, to which we harnessed our cow, leaving 
the buffalo at home until the wound in his 

nostrils was cicatrized. We gave him a handful of salt, which so 
raised us in his favourable opinion, that the poor beast, already 
half-tamed, would fain have followed us. 

vVe commenced operations in the avenue leading from Falcon's
N est to Family Bridge. The wind had levelled our trees to 
the ground; but we raised them carefully, and while I .dug a piL at 
the foot of each, my sons inserted therein a stout stake, to which 
the tree was firmly secured by some yards of cordage, made out of 
the long stems of dried herbs, as supple and as tenacious as the 
osier. 

While thus engaged, my sons addressed to me a number of 
questions, suggested Ly the character of their occupation, and I 
made the best replies I could. They all more or less referred to 
the training and cultivation of trees. 

" Are these grafted or wild trees," inquired Freuerick, "which 
you have planted here? " 

" Wild I" exclaimed Rudly; "do you want to make us believe 
that there are wild trees and tame trees? " 

" You think you have uttered a witty thjng, my dear Rudly, 
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and you have only said a foolish one. Undoubtedly, no trees 

exist which lower their leafy crest at man's bidding; but there 

are wild trees, and trees which are not wild. \Ve obtain the latter 

by the proce:5s called grafting; that is, by the insertion of a small 

branch or slip of a good fruit-tree in one which bears only rough 

or acid fruit. By-and-by I will explain this method to you practi

cally, and you will find it very amusing; for not only do we pro

cure by it every kind of fruit, but we also vary or change the 

species. For example, as a general rule, the trees which we graft 

are al ways of the same kind; we do not graft apples on a cherry 

tree, because the fruit of the one has pips and that of the other a 

kernel. But, for this ,ery reason, cherries succeed perfectly if 

grafted on a plum-tree, peaches on an apricot, or pears on a 
. ,, 

'lUlilCe. 

rrhis brief explanation greatly interested my young gardeners. 

"But, papa," inquired my thoughtful Ernest, cc how could any 

one form the idea of grafting, ii, as you say, all trees bearing good 

fruit have been submitted to this preliminary occupation l \Vhere 

did man find the slips of good fruits fit for grafting on the wild 

trees?" 
<< Your question is reasonable. However, it is inaccurate to say 

that all tree require grafting before they can yield good fruit; such 

is only the ca ·e with European trees. In Europe an unfavourable 

climate is detrimental to the production of good fruit, while in 

other region::;, never tilled by human indu try, are found entire 

forests of fruit-trees, such as cocoa , guavas, oranges, lemons, 

citrons, whieh owe only to nature their fragrance and delicious 

taste ! " 
' Is the origin of all our European fruits known?" inquired the 

young profes or. 
cc Of nearly all. Thus: our shell-fruit, such as the nut, the 

che tnut, and the almond, come from the East; the peach from 

Per ·ia; the orange and apricot from Armenia; the cherry, which 

wa not known in Europe until some sixty years before the Chris

tian epoch, wa imported from Asia 1\linor by Lucullus; and the 

olive sprung from Pale ·tine. The first olive-tree were planted on 

Mount Olympu , whence they spread. into the re t of Europe. The 



236 THE HAB[TAT OF OUR .FRUIT-TREES. 

fig i a native of Lydia. Plums, to which you ares:> partial, except 
a few species indigenouR in our own foreRtR, belona to Svria and 

0 • ' the cit~, of Damascus has given name to a well-known variet:-. 
The pear is a Greek fruit,-the ancientR called it the fruit of the 
Peloponnesus. The mulberry iR a native of Asia, and the quince 
comes from the town of Cydon, in the island of Crete. It is like
wise said that the apple, named by the Romans Epiroticn, and 
Asiaticns, iR a fruit native to these countries; but for my part, I 
believe it iR a child of the orth, and always dwelt therein, with 
others of the same genus which people our forests, and have not 
been ameliorated. by art. I think, too, that Europe has not been 
completely forgotten by the Creator in his division of the fruits of 
the earth, and that if most of them bear names indicative of a 
foreign origin, theRe serve rather to designate the species than the 
fruit itself." 

While thus conversing with my young horticulturists, who fre
quently multiplied their questions to my infinite embarrassment, 
our work made rapid progress. After hav-ing propped up all the 
young trees of the avenue, we did the same good office for those in 
our south-eastern nursery-ground, where ·we had plante<l the more 
valuable shrubs which required a southern exposure, and it was near 
noon before we completed our task. 

You may fancy with what a prodigious appetite we returned to 
Falcon's-Nest. Our good housewife provided us an excellent 
dinner, consisting of cured beef and palm-cabbage cooked with 
fresh butter-the wJ1ole, in our opinion, being a repast for a 
king! 

Domestic labours occupied the remainder of the day. Toward. 
evening I fixed upon a project which I had been long revolving in 
my mind, but whose execution presented some formidable diffi
culties; namely, the sub titution for the rope-ladder, ·which my wife 
never ascended without fear and trembling, of a fixed substantial 
staircase. And, in truth, we should soon have to do more than 
pass the night in our aerial abode; the wet season would compel 
us to re ide there altogether ; we should then have to a cend and 
descend much oftener, and the shaking ladder might be the cau e 
of many accidents. Rut uch was the elevation of our leafy bower, 

that 
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that 11ot all the spars and beams we had removed from the wreck 

,vould suffice, when put together, to reach its level, even if our 

feeble arms had been capable of accomplishing so arduous and diffi. 

cult an undertaking. Yet, looking at the tree and its gigantic 

trunk, I said to myself, a hundred times daily,-
" If it is impossible to mount it from without, is there no means 

of doing so from withiu ? " 
"Have you not told me,'' said I to my wife, for I had made 

known my idea, and welcomed suggestions from everybody towanls 

its execution; "have you not told me that a swarm of bees was 

lol1gerl in the trunk of our tree?" 

" Yes, papa," cried little Fritz; " and wicked bees too! For 

they stung me Ro badly the other day that my face was all swollen 

--oh, they are horrid creatures ! " 

"You forget to ay," interruptE:d his mother, " that if they mal

treated you it was becau ·e, while swinging on the ladder, you took 

it into your head to grope with a stick in the hollow where they 

go in and out ! " 
' Yes, mamma; but I only wanted to see if the hole was very 

deep!" 
" Eureka ! I have found it ! " I exclaimed ; " the tree is hollow 

enough to accommodate a swarm; no doubt the malady which has 

attacked it · heart ha, extended further. Of this we mu. t make 

nre : then let us enlarge the interior tube, or tunnel, aml we will 

place there a tairca, e, the idea of which I have in my head. To 

work boy ; to work ! " 
But before I could give any in truction , my young. ters were off 

ancl. away some on the arch-like roots which supported the giant 

trunk, other· swarming like quirrels up the ladder, and all four 

ounding the enormou fig-tree at different points to ascertain the 

extent of the cavity. 

The experiment, too ra hly attempted, wa likely to have been 

attended with grievou con equence~ to one of the young experi-

111entali t , for Rudly, when ju t oppo ite the aperture by which 

the bee made their exits and entrance., received in hi face a full 

volley of the in ect , which, fright ned by the violent blow that 

&hook their palace of wax, i · ued forth with a terrible buzzing. 
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He was compelled to let go. In a moment hi hands and face wel'6 
fearfully stung; his brothers, though lower down, escaped but little 
better; and the air echoed with their sobs and lamentations. My 
wife hastened to rub the wounds with wet earth, which afforded some relief. 

This untoward event interrupted our operations. W11ile my 
poor workmen were for a time hors de com bat, I occupied myself 
in constructing a great hive for our warlike enemies, and in 
devising some method of driving them from their asylum without 
incurring the risk of being blinded. 

I t ook the cylindrical portion of a large empty gourd, which I 
securely fastened to a plank with some wet clay, making a small 
hole beneath as an entrance for the bees. Half a calabash made a 
roof or covering for the hive . The plank I then nailed firmly to 
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SWARM OF B EES. 

one of the lateral branches of 
our great tree, and this done, 
as the bees were still fright
ened and angry, I deferred 
further operations until the 
next day. It was my object 
to let them all return to their 
domicile, and the increasing 
coolness of the night compelled 
them to seek its shelter. 

An hour before clay I arose, 
and summoned my sons to 
assist me in the removal o( 
the bees to the new residence 
I had constructed for them. 
I had no mask, and in fact 

none of those appliances which bee-keepers use to guard against 
the attacks of the bees, but with a little industry and invention I 
did without them. I closed up all the openings of the tree except 
the one at which the bees went in and out, and this, too, I par
tially stopped with clay, leaving just space enough to admit the 
bowl of my pipe. 

Having lighted it, and covered my 11ead with a cloth, I began to 
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REMOVING THE~I TO A .NEW ABODE. 

smoke energetically, puffing the intoxicating vapour into the hollow 

of the tree, so as completely to stupefy the little community I 

wished to make myself master of. At first we heard a loud buzz

ing in the interior, like the sound of a distant storm. Gradually 

it decreased, and was succeeded by a profound calm. The bees, 

overcome by the tobacco-smoke, were incapable of defence. With 

Frederick's assistance I then cut out an opening beneath their 

nest, like a window, and renewed the fumigation with a plug of 

tobacco, lest the noise and the fresh air should have awakened the 

swarm ; but on this score there was nothing to fear. The poor 

stupefied insects had assembled in great clusters on the sides of 

their dwelling-place, and we had only to take them up gently in 

large calabash shells, and remove them to their new hive. After

wards we examined the booty of which we had got possession, and 

were astonished at the great quantity of wax and honey collected 

in the hollow. 
When we had transported all the inhabitants, to whom we left the 

upper combs and some half-finished fragments to reconcile them to 

their new dwelling, we gathered the remainder in our vessels, and 

such was the abundance, they were soon all filled. We then 

poured it into a carefully cleaned cask, which we stored away in 

the coolest corner of our establishment, and covered with sailcloth, 

planks, and leaves, lest the bees, attracted by the fragrance of the 

honey, should come in crowds to reclaim their own. For the same 

rea on we deferred until the following night the separation of the 

honey from the wax ; but we left out enough to serve as a treat at 

tlinner, and truly we found it delicious. 

To prevent the return of the bees to their ancient nest, I placed 

some lighted tobacco in the interior of the tree, closed all its open

ings, except one at the bifurcation of the branches, and soon had 

the satisfaction of seeing the smoke pour out of the latter, as from 

a funnel; a proof that the tree, like the European willow, was 

entirely hollow, and derived all its nourishment from its thick 

bark. As for the bees, their state of tupefaction lasted but a few 

hour ; undoubtedly, they ·were at fir t a little out of their proper 

element, and vexed we will suppo e, at the di order which pre

vailed in their new hive, and all day they went and came, and 
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hovered and fluttered, around and about it; but in due time the 
tumult ceased; a soft hummer became audible; it announced the return of peace and order in the sage republic. 

I had decided that on the morrow we would attempt the con
struction of our grand stRircase: the materials we collected during 
the day; but as we had to spend a part of the night preparing the honey, we rested for a few hours after dinner to recruit our ener
gie and fit our elve for work. And at sunset, aft.er the bees had retired, we descended from our sleeping-chamber. 

vVe extracted the honeycombs from the cask, and broke them up 

HONEYCOMR 

into pieces, to expedite the 
proce 'S of straining. After 
awhile we placed the honied 
fragments in a clean can
vas bag, and subjected it to 
a heavy pressure, on just 
the same plan as we had 
adopted in the case of the 
mamoc. The honey thus 
forced out wa not so clear 
as the first supply, which ·we 
had poured into a small and very clean barrel, but it was 0£ excellent quality. The resi-

duum was wax, which I wished to have pre&erved in the lump; but 
afraid that, if kept in that state, it would attract swarms of insects, 
I thought it better to melt it down at once . As I was inces antly 
occupied in making fresh candles, I knew the bees'-wax would be 
useful in giving them a greater solidity than my former attempts had obtained . 

About midnight all our toils were at an end, and we retired to rest. But Frederick and I were again on the alert with the fir::;t dawn 
of day, unable to rest for the excitement we felt re pecting our 
great enterprise. To speak the truth, I could hardly_ help looking 
upon it as beyond our strength, but I comforted myself with the reflection that intelligence, patience, and per everance triumph over 
a host of obstacles. The latter two qualitie we certainly po -
essed, and I wa not sorry to find occa ·ion for developing in 
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my sons these e sential qualities to the success of every enter

pn e. 
After deliberating with my young companions, for Rudly and 

Ernest were not long in joining us, we began our work by cutting 

at the base of the tree a doorway of the same size as the cabin-door 

which, with its hinges, we had brought from the wreck. Once we 

had cut through the bark we found it easy enough to excavate the 

interior of the gigantic trunk, for it contained nothing bnt rotten 

woo<l, which we removecl with a spade. Having thoroughly cleaned 

the cavity, we planted in the centre a stout young tree, about 

twenty feet high, properly stripped and prepared, to serve as the 

axis of my stairca e. We had got ready, the evening before, a 

nurn ber of boards from the staves of large ca k , to form our steps. 

·with chi el and mallet we made deep notches in the inner part of 

our banyan, and corresponding ones in the central pillar: in 

the,e notches I placed my steps, which I rivetted with large nails; 

in this rnann r I raised myself, step by ·tep, but regularly turning 

round the pillnr, until I reached the top. Once there, we :fixed a 

second trunk upon the fir ·t, and di posed around it the steps 

intended to ·arry upward our stairca e. A third and a fourth 

trunk brought u to the summit of our colos. al tree, and the top

mo t step abntted exactly on the platform of our aerial abode. I 

. moothell and fitted the entrance with my axe; placed a rope on 
1 ither ·ide for a hand-rail ; one descending the length of the axis 

of the taircase; the other following the interior surface of the 

tree, and fastened to it at r gular intervals to keep it taut and 

firm. 
I have forgotten to mention that, while con ' tructing the stair

l'ase, and a I mounted upwanls, I made ·everal openings, in whicl1 

I fixed some pane · of gla · removed from the cabin window , so 

that the winding pa sage was conveniently lighted up, and a ort 

of watch-tower completed, which, one day, might po ·ibly prove 

of great utility to u ·. 

'l'he erection of this firm and commodiou stairca ·e-of which I 

haYe here giYen but an abridged de cription-occupied u · upwards 

of a month. "\-Ve did not, however, devote the whole of our day to 

the work, but occa:1onally ngag-ed in other labour . However, 
(~7:l / 16 
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we were masters of our own time-we bad no one to order us, no 
stranger to satisfy: it would have been madness if we had toiled like 
galley slaves, without enjoying a little relaxation. 

During this long period, then, we had undertaken and carried 
out various enterprises of minor importance; and several incidents 
relieved the monotony of our daily life . At first, we were pre
sented by Juno with six little whelps, the prettiest Danish dogs 
that were ever seen; my children would fain have saved them, but 
I did not feel inclined to bring up so numerous a progeny: I 
decided that two should be left to the mother, and the rest 
drowned. As this occurred only a few days after Rudly's capture 
of his little jackal, he conceived the notion of thrusting the latter 
into the dog's kennel, and Juno welcomed the little-stranger with a 
good grace, sharing her milk between him and her own whelps. 
About the same time our goats presented us ·with a couple of kids, 
and the sheep with some lambkins-an augmentation of our flocks 
which we regarded with intense delight; and for fear these useful 
animals should indulge, like the aRs, a vagrant fancy, we suspended 
to their necks some little bells, which we bad found on board the 
wreck, and which would enable us, in case of necessity, to track 
the fugitives. 

The training of our young buffalo was another leading occupa
tion during our period of carpentering. Through the incision in 
his nostrils I had passed a short, slender stick, to whose extremities 
I attached a couple of reins, forming a bit after the fashion of the 
Hottentots, by which I could guide him as I willed; yet it was 
not without some difficulty that the restive animal submitted 
to control. It was not until Frederick had broken him in as 
a steed that we could make him carry any burdens. This ,ms a 
most glorious triumph of patience over difficulties which at first 
1:,ight seemed insurmountable. Not only did we train him to carry 
the ass's saddle-bags and other loads, but Rudly, Ernest, and even 
little Fritz, in imitation of Frederick, took lessons in riding, which 
were worth all the horsemanship in the world. For thenceforth 
my boys would have approached without fear the most spirited 
horse, convinced that if they could tame a young buffalo they could 
A.ssurcdly tame h11n. 
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AN EDUCATIONAL MANIA. 

Frederick did not neglect his eagle. The royal bird, rapidly 

advancing in his education, soon began to pounce clown on the 

dead game which his young master exposed within his sight, 

Rometimes between the horns of the young buffalo, sometimes be

tween tho. e of the goat now on the back of our great bustard, and 

now on that of the :flamingo, with the view of accustoming him to 

stoop, when hunting, on animals as on a quarry. The eagle, thus 

skilfully trained, obeyed the voice or the whi ·tle of hi master, 

but the latter dared not as yet trust bim in free flight, lest the 

bird's wildne s of temper should break forth, and he be deprived 

of his captive. 
The educational fever with which all of us burned al. o infected 

Ernest, v,1ho undertook the instruction of bis little ape. Master 

Knips wa quick and intelligent, but he took to his lessons with 

exce sive reluctance. Erne t sought to accustom him to carry on 

his back a little pannier, in whid1 he compelled him to deposit 

vanou article , and afterwards to remove them; in truth, he 

wanted to train him a a travelling companion; and, eventually, 

the patience and composure of the master prevailed over the petu

lance and way,rnrdnes of the pupil. Education triumphed, and 

Knips, who at first had flown into a passion at the sight of his 

pannier, became so partial to it that he would never go without it. 

Rudly ·was le ucces ful in hi educational attempts, and, though 

he had chri tened hi. young jackal Hu,nter, the bea t hunted only 

for hi own behoof; or, if he brought anything to hiR master, it was 

the . kin of the animal wh o. e fie ·h he had o-reedily devoured. 

11 this , hile I the head of the family, wa not idle: I brought 
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to perfection the manufacture of tapers by mixing bees'-wax with 
the rnyri·ca berries, and shaping them in bamboo moulds : I even 
contrived to give them the polish and roundness of European 
candles, by rolling them, while in a soft condition, between two 
very smooth boards. My greatest trouble was with the wicks: my 
wife wanted me to use for them the small quantity of cotton till 
left untouched. I had formed the idea of sub. ti tu ting a species 
of resinous wood, divided into splinters, like matches; but the 
wood carbonized, when burned, and gave a dull, disagreeable light. 
My wife then came to my assi::;tance : she had recourse to the pith 
and fibre of the karatas, and with her own hands prepared a con
siderable quantity, which she carefully dried . I made another 
attempt, and my success was complete. 

I also set to work upon the caoutchouc. A pair of socks, which 
I filled with dry sand, formed the moulds of my intended boots. I 
covered them with several layers of the elastic juice: when the whole 
was thoroughly dry, I emptied out the sand, nailed to the feet 
several strips of buffalo skin, and, to render them still more 
durable, after flattening down the points of the nails, I fastened 
on these strips two or three layers of very thick gum, and thu~ 
completed a pair of boots which served me as well as if they had 
been made by the best bootmakers of London or Paris. So 
delighted were the boys with my success, that they poured in their 
orders upon me; I accepted them, and, at the end. of a few days, 
my whole family were provided with waterproof, light, and sub
stantial boots. 

The e various occupations, to which we devou~d a few hours 
daily, kept pace with our more important labour. We also carried 
out an undertaking in which my wife was greatly interested; the 
erection of water-works for the supply of Tent-To\.\rn. We built 
by the side of Jackal River a kind of cofferdam or reservoir to rai. e 
the water to a sufficient height for its conduct, by means of our 
pa1m-wood tube , or gutters, into the great turtle-shell, which, 
placed near our dwelling, acted a a trough for wa ·bing purpo e . 
The superfluous water flowed off through the hole made by 
Frederick's harpoon: a piece of cane, fitted to the hole, formed a 
kinn. of spout or jet, under which we placed a bucket: and thm 

we 

I' 
' 

inrrea 

Ru1 

aruen1 

ric~ I 
\e1ru 

ti a ne 

nrr 11, 



or::;Es IN THE WILDER ESS. 

we were alway provided with a Rupply of fresh water, which had 

previously been a pre sing want. 
Our "belongings" now assumed an air of civilization; our com

forts were continually increasing, and we felt constrained night and 

morning to acknowledg3 the infinite goodness of God, who had not 

only rescued us from the death which our comrades had un

doubtedly encountered, but in a seemingly desert region had pro

vided us with all the necessities and luxuries of life. 

I '• ,, •~: -

One morning, when we were giving the liiial touches to our 

taircaRe-that is, filling up the spaces between the steps with 

pieces of wood vertically placed-we were suddenly surprised by 

hearing in the distance a succession of strange, shrill, and prolonged 

sounds, like the roar of some beast of prey, but, at the same time, 

mino-led with so ~ingu]ar a kind of neighing, that I could not 

determine what animal they indicated. Our dogs pricked up their 

ears and prepared for battle. I collected all my family, and made 

them ascend into their aerial castle. We seized our guns, an<l 

having clo ed the door at the bottom of the staircase, stationed 

our. elves at the loophole , and urveyed the 'urroumling country 

with some anxiety. othing appeared, but the noises grew 

louder, and the agitation of our dogs, whom we had armed with 

their porcupine col]ar., and left in charge of the cattle, continually 

increa ed. 
Rudly thought the cau e of the alarm must be a lion, and tlte 

ardent lad rejoiced at the prospect of a po. ible adventure. Frede

rick laughed at him, however, a. 1mring him that the wild cries we 

heard were not a lion's regal roar, but more nearly re. em bled those 

of a herd of jackaL bent on revenging upon us the death of their 

hrother. . :Ernest thougM he recognized thr voi ce of th e 11y~na, 
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as horrible, said he, as the animal itself; while ·poor little ]fritz 
gave no opinion on the subject, but hid himself in the arms 
of his mother, who, standing in the upper balcony, gazed 
anxiously over the plain, and murmured with pallid lips her 
earnest prayers. 

vVhile we were thus tortured with the agony of expectation, 
the strange bowling was heard anew_ but this time much nearer 
to u . Frederick, who was leaning out of one of the windows, 
burst into a shout of laughter; he had discovered the terrible 
enemy. 

" Corne, see," he cried; "come see this lion, this hyrena, this 
troop of famished jackals! It is none other than our runaway 
ass ! Yes, truly, our old Grizel, who is melodiously announcing, 
after his manner, the fact of his return to the bosom of his family I 
Ha, ha, ha ! " 

- §~ ---2:----

--- ~~ 

0.NACJ,;lt, OR \\ ' ILD A:s:s.' 

And behold, in a new hee-haw I slowly and majestically pro
longed, we recognized the sonorous voice of our absentee; he 
quickly made his appearance through the trees; but, to our sur
prise, he came not alone-an animal of the same genus, but far hand-

.. The Onager is a native of Cen tral Asia, where he is found from T,Lrtary to Cape 
Comorin; but he Is unknown in Aui,tralia, in the East Indian Archipelago, :ind Polynesia 
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CATCHI1 G THE ONAGER. 24i 

somer, larger, and of more elegant form, trotted by his side. On 

examining the latter I recognized, with extreme pleasure, the 

Onager, or wild ass, and I immediately considered how great a 

benefit his capture would prove to us. It is true that naturalists 

cleclare it impossible to tame this beautiful animal, but, at all 

events, we resolved to make the attempt, if we could only catch 

him. 
In the first place, I enjoined the strictest silence. Frederick and 

I then descended to devise some means of effecting our much

desired conquest. My son would fain have tried his lasso, but I 

feared that the frightened animal, if the attempt failed, would take 

to flight, and never re-appear. 

I therefore preferred another plan. One end of a stout rope I 

fa tened to a root of our tree, and with the other I made a 

running knot. This done, I split up a piece of bamboo about two

thirds of its entire length, so a to form a kind of pincer for the 

animal's nose, if we coukl get up to him. Meanwhile, the ass and 

his companion continued their a<lvance: the former, recognizing the 

locality, seemed inclined to do the honours to his new friend, and 

both began browsing the thick grass which clothed the shady 

soil. 
Furnished with our running knot and the pincers, we stole 

towards them a noiselessly a possible : myself hiding behind the 

trees, and Frederick, who carried the lasso, approaching as near 

a , its length permitted. On catching sight of him, for he was 

foremost, the onagra raised his head, and recoiled rather with 

urpri e than terror. It wa , undoubtedly, the first time he had 

seen the human form, and as FreJ.erick remained immovable, he 

calmly re ume<l hi feeding; the as , to whom my son offered a 

handful of grain mixed with alt, immediately approached, for he 

recognized hi former ma ter; his companion followed him with

out su picion, and as 0011 as he came within reach, Frederick 

adroitly flung the noo e over his head, and the animal was 

caught; for, attempting with a prodigious leap to take flight, 

he only drew clo er the knot which held him, and this he 

<lid with a jerk which brought him to the ground, half-suffo

cated, and hi tongue hanging out. I ran up to him imrue-
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: • • ✓,r,,r;,., ""r>· M\' l'diately, loosened the cord, fixed the bamboo 
N-l'(Vv, . .{\f\t\'~,,, , ~ 

-- ,-:_r~ ~~ nippers on his nose, tying the tvvo ends together 
.,,.r1"" 1 • \ _; iJ ~ b:v a piece of twine, so that he could not get rid of 

~~:-"~~- them. The pain caused by their pressure so sub-
d uccl l1is spirit that we were able to approach him without danger, 
and we bound his legs together just as the smiths do when they 
have to shoe a vicious horse. I cut the running knot, temporarily 
substituting our ass's halter, an<l having secured him with fresh 
ropes to a neighbouring tree, we left him for awl1i] e to recover 
his senses. 

However, all the boys hastened up, now that we were masters of 
the animal. They admired his vigour, his beautiful form, which 
more closely resembled that of the horse than the donkey, and 
discussed a thousand schemes for the employment of this new 
courser ; but we had not only to train him, but to tame him 
enough to permit of our approach ; for the wild free-spirited 
creature broke into a fury the moment he caught sight of any one 
of ns. 

As the ropes which secured him were stout and new, I had 
given him, pP-rhaps pr~maturely, the free use of his limb11,, and he 
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profitet1 by this liberty to leap antl kick violently; nay, spite of 

the painful apparatus which he carried on his nose, he gnashed his 

teeth, and, with fiery glances, endeavoured to bite all who ven

tlued within his reach . 
We resolved to abandon him for a time to his own devices, after 

having tied up our donkey near him, that the sight of an animal 

of his own kind might somewhat console him in his disgrace. 

Next day, when I canied him his food, I found him a little 

quieted by his captivity, hunger, and fatigue; for, by means of 

ropes carried under his belly and fastened to a kind of girth, we 

had compelled him to stand upright, and he had had no sleep. 

Satisfied with this first result, I continued, with a patience which 

certainly I should not have had in Europe, to watch our new 

inmate, and at the end of a month he was sufficiently subdued to 

enter upon his education. 

The work of taming him, however, was long and difficult. At 

first, I conquered him so far as to carry a burden on his back; 

but I could not sufficiently moderate his savage fire to obtain the 

docility nece sary for success in my other projects. I wanted to 

train him as a steed for myself and sons. But I durst not trust 

my elf upon him without shackles, and I was at a loss how to 

proc eel, when I called to mind the method employed by the 

American Indians to tame their wild horses, and resolved to employ 

it. pite of hi. leaping and kicking, I sprang upon his back, and 

eizing one of his long ear , bit it until it bled. This experiment 

wa marvellou ly succes ful; the animal was suddenly quiet, and 

. tood almo. t motionless ; I had discovered the secret of his 

fitrength, and the mean of subduing it. 

Thenceforth, we were completely his masters. My children 

mounted him one after the other; they chri tenecl him Lightfoot, 

and never did animal better deserve the name. A an extra 

precaution, I made him wear shackle on his forelegs for a 

con. iclerable period ; and in tead of a bit which his haughty pirit 

would never endure, we u ed a , naffle for gaining control over his 

head and with a witch we truck hi right or left ear, according 

to the direction we wished him to follow. 

Wl1ile we w re oc:cupiecl with these care, our poultry-yard re-
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ceived a considerable addition. Three successive hatchings had 

furnished us with forty young chickens, which, clucking, clatter

ing, and scratching up the ground, became our good housewife's 

pride and happiness . She was exceedingly fond of all the 

feathered tribe, and much preferred them to our favourite animals, 

such as the jackal, the ape, the eagle, and the onager, for, she 

said, they would do nothing but eat, and, with the exception of 

the buffalo, who was useful as a beast of burden, would never be 

good for ought! 

Her poultry, on the contrary, cost little to feed, supplied us 

with eggs, and in the wet season, the winter of these climates, 

when we could not follow the chase, would help to spread our table. 

My wife's observations reminded me that it ,rnuld not do to 

defer until the rainy season a work essential for the welfare of our 

domestic animals; namely, the construction of a place of shelter for 

them during the incessant rains. The framework of the neces,ary 

edifice was furnished by the roots of our great tree : the roof was 

framed with bamboos,-split and placed tolerably close to one 

another, like lattice work ; we filled up the interstices with moss 

and clay ; and a layer of pitch spread over the whole rendered it 

so solid that we converteu. it into a platform, ornamented with a 

balustrade, where we promenaded at our pleasure. With a few 

planks we ran up half-a-clozeu partitions in the interior, forming 
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,t senes of small enclosures in which we placed our animals, and 

also stored our provisions; stables, poultry-yard, dairy, granary, 

hay-loft, all were combined under one roof, leaving, nevertheless, 

a good- ized area for the reception of our edible supplies. After 

it wa fini hed, ·we busied ourselves in laying up a store for some 

months' use, and not a day passed without our transporting thither 

some u eful article. 

One evening, on our return from gathering potatoes, I be

thought myself of sending forward my wife and two younger 

children, with the cart drawn by our cow, ass, and buffalo, while 

I made an excursion to the Wood of Acorns, to collect, if possi1le, 

a few bushels. Frederick mounted the onager, Ernest followed 

with his ape, and I with a canvas bag, which I counted on filling 

full of acorn', Having reached the wood, we tied Lightfoot to a 

tree, and all three set to work to pick up the fruit with which the 

· ground was covered. 1,\T e were disturbed in our occupation by 

-trange cries and a flutter of wings proceeding from a neighbour

ing thicket. Ernest ha tened thither, and soon called us. 

" Run," saitl he. " M:aster Knips has made a fine discovery- fl 

uperb nest of Canadian 

heath-fowl - the eggs are 

here, and I have got both 

the male binl and his mate. 

Come, come, quick." 

In two bound Frederick 

was by hi brother's side; 

he eized upon the two 

noble bird , which struggleJ. 

violently and cried piteously, 

and speedily re-appeared, 

followed by Erne t, holding 

in his arm a large nest, 

deftly composed of inter

laced gras es, and containing ~-
1 ~-evcra egg . 

It was, in truth, a trea ure on which laster Knips had bap

-µ ·ueJ., :.md hi gormnndizing in tinct for once had proved of real 
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value. ,Ye tied the Jegr-; of the two birds, anrl. put the eggs in 
Ernest's hat. But the latter was not disposed to throw away the 
nest, composed of a supple and shining gras~, which grew very 
plentifully in the neighbourhood. 

" I would like to carry this grass home to little Fritz," said 
he ; " its form is very curious, and he will call the spikelets little swords.'' 

At the moment, being occupied with our capture, I did not pay 
much attention to what Ernest said; besides, night was coming 
on, and we had to hasten home. Our sack, half-full, we placed 
on the onager's back. Frederick then mounted his steed, and 
rode away in advance, guiding him with a handful of the long 
leaves I have spoken of, and which resembled those of the gladiolus. 
Ernest carried the two bird , and I undertook the charge of the 
eggs, which I covered over very closely, for, as they were still 
warm, I had some hopes of placing them again under the mother 
when we reached Falcon's- est. My expectation was not de
ceived. On my return, I handed over the brood to my wife, who 
attended to the poor mother with so much skill and assiduity, that 
in a short time she presented us with fifteen chickens. 

Fortune, however, had favoured us far more than we imagined 
in this circumstance: the long flat leaves which Ernest had given 
to his brother for playthings were so supple and flexible that the 
child conceived the notion of cutting them into strips and plaiting 
them to make a whip. This led me to examine them carefully, 
and perceiving that their ti. sue was composed of a multitude of 
long, silky, and very strong fibres, I became convinced that the 
supposed gladiolus was really the Phormiurn tenax, or flax-plant of 
New Zealand. When I announced this important discovery, my 
wife was overwhelmed with joy. 

"Bring me the leaves," she cried; "bring me all you can find! 
I know how to deitl both with hemp and flax. When we have 
reduced this into tow, you shall make me a wheel, or, at all 
events, a spindle, and in the evening I will spin you a supply for 
next year of shirts, stocking , trousers, and blouses, of good 
durable stuff." 

I c01il<l not help smiling at my laborious companion's sangnine 
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anticipation· of the great results to flow from our discovery. 

However, my young 

people, always ready to 

take an interest iu what

ever intere ted their 

mother, immeniately 

mounted their steeds. 

Frederick the onagra, 

and Rudly the buffalo, 

and after a two hours' 

ab ·ence returned with 

an enormous bundle of 

-~ 
..---. 
,":I 
~v 

flax on their cruppers, _..J _ -- - ----' 

which they gravely de- ~ ~ -
po. itetl at their mother\; ~Ew ZEALAND FLAX (Phormium tenax). 

feet. She caused it to be removed to Flamingo Marsh, to under

go the preliminary proces of "retting," which consists in teep

ing the hemp or flax for some days in water so as to separate 

a ·i1y tlrn vegetable part. As . oon as this was entirely decom

po.·ed, we placed our bundle in a unny spot until thoroughly 

<lry, antl, afterwards ubmitting the tem · to a hard pounding, wr 

·o11ected by handfuls the tow which covered them. 

The remainder of the work nece ·ary to fit the flax for the 

spinner we defcrre<l until the wet sea ·on, which ,ms now rapidly 

approaching and when I promi ed my wife I woulct. make her 

carding comb , ·pindl s, bobbin , ay, and a plaiting machine, 

though I wa promising a work of no ordinary difficulty ; but I 

ha,l alr ady accomplished so rn9.ny things of apparent impo i

bility that I hoped for succe · even in this critical task. 

'\Ve continued to accumulate provision·, a well for the animals 

a:, for ourselve . Daily we loaded our wagi~on with bag of sweet 

acorn:, manioc, potatoe , wood, forage, fruit , ugar-cane ,-in fact, 

with wb, tever we thought might be u eful during the bad sea on, 

who e duration we could not even conjecture. We profited al o 

by our la:-;t dar of fine weather to ·ow all the barley and other 

l◄~uropea11 grain we hatl by u , that the rain. might develop their 

~enn and prepare for u , an abundant harve ' t. 



BEGINNING OF THE RAINS. 

But the time came at length when we 
had to rest from our laboms : furious 
winds grow led in the woodland depths, 

the sea roared, and masses of heavy clouds 
gathered from every point of the horizon. Soon 
they broke over our heads, and torrents of dense 

ram fell, night and day, without the least interruption . The 
brooks swelled, and their waters, unitjng around us, formed an 
immense lake. Fortunately, the spot where we had established 
out colony was more elevated than any other part of the valley ; 
the waters did not approach us very closely; but formed a shining 
belt at a distance of about two hundred feet from our tree, which, 
with the little knoll it overshadowed, rose like an island out of the 
general inundation. My dear ones were sadly affected by the 
spectacle of this immense sheet of water, which seemed daily to 
expand. Before long we were compelled to abandon our leafy 
bower, where the rain penetrated on every side, and the terrible 
gusts of the hurricane threatened ever and anon to overthrow om 
domicile, and dash its inhabitants headlong to the earth. We 
resolved upon a removal, and sheltered ourselves under tbe roof 
formed by the roots of our colossal tree, where we had collected 
our live stock. 

The area w-as limited, considering the quantity of provision. and 

11eri 

L 
a11~ 

r:ak, 

I tn a 

[Kit' 

on n1 
b' 

can~i . 

ll'rot~ I 

11'l'it; ' 

llJ.~ . 



A DAY'S OCCUPATIO~S. 25r, 

utensils we had amassed. The vicinity of the animals1 the dis

agreeable odours which reached us, and, above all, the smoke 

which in this close confined cavern almost suffocated us, would 

have rendered a prolonged sojourn impossible, had I not bethought 

my elf of constructing, with a couple of pieces of bark, coated with 

clay, a tube to carry off the vitiated atmosphere. I trenched upon 

the space which I had allotted to the beasts at a time when I had 

no idea we should require to dispute it with them ; I turned out 

into the open air those animals which, native-born, were able to 

en<lure the inclemencies of the climate; o that I gaYe a sort of 

semi-liberty to the buffalo and the onager, keeping heavy clogs 

attached to their feet to prevent them from wandering to any great 

di tance. The shade of our great tree afforded them sufficient shelter. 

These arrangements carried out, we found ourselves much more 

comfortable; and as I had opened up a communication between 

our hut and the central stairca e, we utilized the staircase by 

turning its step into shelves for a variety of articles. My wife 

occupied the lower portion for herself, sitting near one of the ·win

dows to do her work. And we used the fire as little as possible. 

Fortunately the weather was not cold, and the majority of our 

provi ions did not require long cooking. We had milk, meat, and 

moked fish in abundance; our ortolans, fried in butter, were also 

a gTeat re ource ; but my wife-excellent manager that she was!

only served them up to u occasionally as a dainty. 

Looking after our animals occupied us for a part of the morning; 

afterwards we prepared some cas.ava flour, and cooked a supply of 

cake 011 our iron trays. Though the door of our but was lighted 

with a glass window, the perpetual obscurity of the sky, and our 

po ition under a va t tree with thick and leafy branches, brought 

on night at a very early hour. Then we lighted one of our wax 

candles, fixing it in a wooden foot on our common table. The 

good mother worked at her needle, and mended our clothes. I 

wrote my Journal, which Ernest copied in his beautiful hand

writing, while Frederick and Rudly taught little Fritz to read or 

amu cd them elves with drawing the plant and animals that had 

caught their attention. We then reau together a chapter of the 

Bible, and after upper closed the day with prayer. 
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Such was our gloomy and monotonous existence . We had haJ 
no idea of the prolonged winter season of these tropical climates ; 
and afflicted by incessant rains and perpetual gloom, regretted 
with infinite sadness of heart, springing, doubtless, from our love 
of fatherland, the ice and tbe snow of the mountains of Rel vetia. 

During this long seclusion, however, we executed several useful 
works. I made a machine, or beetle, for tbe flax. It was some
thing like a large wooden knife, whose edge, fastened at one end 
to the table, rose and fell alternately on the fibres placed beneath, 
broke them up, and reduced them into tow. I also contrived some 
carding combs to detach the ligneous portions of the latter, and 
render it fit for spinning. These were a couple of pieces of hard 
wood, perforated with numerous holeR, and slightly inclined on one 
side, to prevent them from being injured by use. Their backs 
werP. coated with a thick mixture of sand and pitch, which gave 
them solidity, and made them easy to handle. Of these new out
comes of our industry, however, we could make no use. The flax, 
which we had been compelled to collect in haste, was not sufficiently 
dry, and we were forced to execute this part of the process, as well 
as the spinning, in the shade of our smoky hut. The inconveni
ences we suffered inspired us all with a firm resolve to build, before 
another winter, a healthier and more commodious dwelling. 
Frederick reminded us of Robinson Crusoe, who had excavated in 
the rock a habitation wherein he braved all the inclemencies of the 
season; and the idea naturally occurred to us of doing the same at 
Tent-Town. The work would certainly be long and difficult, but 
what, said we, could we not accomplish with time, patience, and 
perseverance? Our imagination thus busy with the future, we 
forgot the hardships and weariness of the present, or contrived to 
prevent our minds from dwelling upon them ; and this was much. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Soft mossy lawns 
BemmLh these canopies exten<l their swells, 
Fragrant with perfumed herlJs, anrt eyed wiLh blooms 
llrinutc, yet beautiful. SHELLEY . 

. 1: AN I venture to express in word1; the 

emotions of joy " ·ith which, after ::,o 

many long anu dreary weeks, we saw 

the heavenly azure once more reappear, 

the sun put to flight the last linger

ing clouds of winter, and diffuse its 

genial radiance over the face of nature? 

'l'he winds subsided, the waters drained 

away, and a few days sufficed to cover 

with :1, mantle of luxuriant verdure the ,cenes whieh had :-;o long 

been n, dreary and inundate<l wa te. 

At length we emerged from our retreat. We seemed unable to 

sati ·fy our elves with gazing on the rejuvenated land cape; with 

expantled che L, we drank in deep draughts of the pure and invigo-

1 ativ atmo, phere. We forgot all our ufferino-s; and with hearts 

full of hope and gladne. , like the children of oah on is uing from 

t lie ark, we rai ed a psalm of gratitude to the Creator. 

_\..ll our plantation and our eed plots were in blooming pros

perity. The young plant were bowing their tender green -hoot 

aboYe the ground, and the tree were already loaded with a b au

tiful lmrthen of fruit. and flower. . procligiou. quantity of 

vegetables of all kirnl adorn d the soil. The air l>reatht~cl the 

17 
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balmiest odours ; the singing birds had resumed their minstrelsy ; 

others, glistening with the most vivid co1ours, uttered their short 

shrill cries; and all were busied in the construction of their nests. 

It was spring-time in all its glory. Our first care was to clear our 

aerial castle of the leaves piled up within it by the winds. The 

mildness of the temperature enabled us to re-inhabit it; and as it 

had been but slightly injured, after a few repairs, which occupied 

only a day or two, we removed thither. 

As soon as we had once more established order, I began, at my 

wife's desire, to prepare the flax for her weaving. During our 

days of seclusion, I had made a distaff, spindles, and a reel, and she 

longed to set to work with them. I therefore caused several 

parcels of the I ew Zealand flax, which were still a little too damp, 

to be dried before a fire ; and afterwards the operations of beating 

and com bing it were promptly ancl successfully carried out. 1y 

carcling combs answered admirably ; and in a very short time I had 

the pleasure of presenting my wife with a sufficient quantity of 

very soft fine thread. Without a moment's delay she began to ply 

her distaff. The spindle revolved rapidly in her nimble fingers, 

and was soon covered with a strong and tenacious material, which 

exceeded in quality our most sa11guine anticipations. l\1y wife, 

reminded by this task of her happy youth, was enchanted ; she 

gave herself up to it with such absorbing ardour, that she went 

to and fro, with her dii;;taff at her side, and her spindle in her hand, 

lest she should lose a moment. She selected little Fritz as her 

fellow-labourer, and while the mother spun, the child divided the 

thread into skeins. 
'While she was thus occupied, my sons and I visited our various 

establishments to repair any injuries inflicted by the heavy rains. 

The manioc ancl potato field , those of barley and maize, my wife's 

kitchen garclen, and our fruit-tree plantations, we found in the 

best possible order. Such was not the case at ill-fated Tent-Town: 

the tent was overthrown, the stakes were all uprooted, the canvas 

was rent in tatters, and a portion of our provisions injured by the 

wet; the pinnace alone had escaped ; but our tub-made boat had 

doubtlessly been clashed in pieces, for not a vestige of it was 

visib1e. A more serious loss was that of two casks of gunpowder, 
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which, less sheltered than the rest, had been so soaked by the min 
as to be no longer of any use. This accident made me keenly 
sensible of the necessity we were under of providing a more satis
factory shelter in the future than a canvas tent or a roof of 
leaves . 

When we hacl remedied as well as we could the disorder exist
ing in this locality, we called a council to discnss Frederick's 

project, alluded to in my last chapter. He sti ll pertinaciously 
hel<l fo,st to his idea of excavating a suitable retreat in a part of 
the rock, in imitation of the cavern of his model, Robinson Crusoe. 
I could not shut my eyes to the difficulties of this project; the 
rocks encircling the narrow plain of Tent-To,vn confronted us like 
a olid wall, without the slightest chink or cranny ; and, on the 
other hand, their apparent hardness seemed an insuperable obstacle 
to our success. However, as it was absolutely needful we should 
hollow out a small caYity for the reception of our remaining 
pow<ler, I selected, in the most perpendicular face of the cliff, a 
point for the commencement of our Herculean labours. 'fhe site 
was preferable to that of our old tent ; for the pro pect extended 
over the whole of afety Bay, and embraced the two banks of 
Jackal RiYer with its picture que bridge. I traced with charcoal 
the climen ·ion: of the intended ntrance to our cave; then my ons 
and I eized our chi els, our pick-axe,, and our heavy hammers, 
and courngeou ly commenced operations again t the tone. 

Little effect wa produced by the firnt blow ; the rock seemeJ 
·m1penetrnblc: the . un'. rays Juul so inclurntcd its imrface that the 
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difficulty of the ta k covered our foreheads with beaded perspira
tion. The spirit of my young excavators, however, did not flag; 
every evening we quitted the work which we had pushed fonvanl 
but a few inches, and every morning we returned to it with fresh 
ardour. At length, after five or six days' toil, having picked away 
the super:ficies of the rock, ,v:e felt the stone gradually grow 
softer under our persevering blows; soon it proved to be nothing 
more than a kind of limestone, which in turn gave way to a 
stratum of sand that could be wrnught with the spade . Thereafter 
our labours grew light, and we indulged some faint hopes of 
eventual success. 

For a few days we pushed on diligently, and had penetrated to a 
depth of nearly seven feet, when, one morning, Rudly, who was 
hammering away at the base of the cavern with his crowbar, sud
denly exclaimed,-

" Papa, papa! I have got through ! " 
I was standing at the time on a ladder, and working away at the 

roof of the cave, so as to increase the elevation : without looking 
off from my work, I asked Rudly, laughing,-

" Can you see through the mountain, my boy?" 
Frederick was wheeling the rubbish outside, but on hearing his 

brother's incessant shouts,-
" I have got through ! I have bored a hole in the mountain ! " 

he hastened to him, and called me in his turn, declaring that the 
crowbar had opened up a way into a great hollow, where it could 
easily be moved in any direction. 

I thought the thing so extraordinary that I sprung from my 
ladder, and I found, in truth, on handling the crowbar, that it could 
easily be pushed to its full length. On trying it with a long pole, 
I came to the conclusion that only a thin wall of sand separated us 
from a considerable cavity. We all immediately set to work to 
enlarge the opening; and soon made it wide enough for one of 
my boys to enter. AH volunteered, but I would not suffer any to 
attempt it, for on approaching the aperture to examine, if I could. 
the bottom of the cavern, a sudden rm;h of poisonous air turned 
me giddy. 

" Keep off, keep off, boys," I cried, in a panic, as I hastily 
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retired ; " keep off-the place is deadly-if you breathe its air, it 

will kill you ! " 
I then explained, in a few simple words, that air can only be 

breathed with safety under certain conditionH, and, first of all, 

that of incessant renewal. Air which has been long confined, I 

added, becomes a deleterious gas, immediately fatal to the unfor

tunate wretch who breathes it. There are several ways of detecting 

this vitiated state, and of guarding against its dangerous effects; 

the simplest as well as the surest is that of fire, which, by con

suming the injuriorn; particles, restores its elasticity. 

A ccordingly, we kindleJ. a quantity of hay, and flung it in hand

fuls through the opening; its immediate extinction proved that the 

caYern was filled with a dangerous miasma. I therefore bethought 

myself of a more efficacious remedy. 
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\\Te had brought from the wreck a che t of firework , intended 

for marine signals. By mean of a rope I suspended in the interior 
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a number of grenades and fusees, which I ignited by a sulphuretted 
wick carried from the outside. W fl lighted it, and sought a place 
of shelter. In a few minutes a lond report was heard, and a dense 
cloud of smoke issued from the cavern. We continued this opera
tion as long as our :fireworks lasted. When these ,rnre consumed, 
and I thought the cavern might probably be purged of its pestilen
tial vapours, I resumed the experiment of the lmrning hay, and 
this time with complete success; for as it burned as freely rn 

the 
cavern 

as in the 
open air, we knew that all the mephitic 
gas had been exhaled . N evertheles,, 
before venturing to penetrate into the 
depth, there were other precautions to 

be taken, and, great as was our impatience to ascertain it 
ebaracter and extent, I declnred we mu. t complete the openiug · 
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therefore Frederick and I resumed our spade and pick-axe, while 

Rudly was despatched on bis buffalo to Falcon's-I est, both to 

announce the marvellous discovery which had o agreeably short

ened our labours, and to bring back all the torches and tapers he 

could find, that we might explore the cavern after effecting an 

entrance into it. 
Ruclly, delighted with his errand, sped away like an arrow on 

his big charger, which he had very appropriately named Thunder; 

he was away longer than I had expected, for during his absence we 

had time enough to widen the mouth of the cavern until it ad

mitted of our easy entrance ; then we heard the timbers of the 

bridge resouncl under the young buffalo's swift but heavy hoofs. 

_ Iy son arrived with a triumphant air; he was followed by my 

wife and Fritz in the cart, which the prudent Ernest guided, 

with its usual team. Our little messenger's eloquence hacl per

suaded his mother to put by her work, and Ernest, with his 

curiosity vividly excited by his brother's recital, had yoked the ass 

and the cow to the cart to accomplish the journey more qui ckly. 

~\r,,-..~ ..... . 
1\I\;(\,~ .. · • ..... ~;: --

They admired exceedingly the work we had accompli hed, and 

were eagerly impatient to penetrate into the cavern, who e depth 

could not be conjectured from any external view. We immediately 

lighted our torche . Each of us carried one and in hi pockets a 

taper and a tinder-box. Thu accoutred, with our fire-arm on our 

t.houldl'r , in ca e of accident, we pu heel into the interior. l led 
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the way, and sounded the earth with my pole, from a fear we rnigh t 

fit,11 in with some lake or cavity, and be unable to extricate ou.r

selve . The rear was closed by the mother, holding by the haud 

little Fritz, who advanced in great trepidation. E\·en our dogs 

appeared intimidated, and instead of bounding and leaping from side 

to side, according to their cu tom, slunk along in our foot teps. 

Our curiosity and expectation kept us silent, but .scarcely had we 

atlvanced twenty paces into the cavern, when, the light of our 

torches and taper striking against its roof and walls, we simul

taneously uttere!l a shout of surprise and admiration. Everything 

sltoue around u ! "\Ve were in a grotto of diamonds! Coucci,re 

for yourself a vast enclosure wholly compoRed of dazzling cry. tal, 

with columns of the same material ri. ing at interval to upport 
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the clome of the magnificent edifice, which was also adorned with 

a prodigiou. number of talactites, their pri matic surface multi

plying beyond all calculation the gleams and fla hes of our torches : 

one might ba\'e suppo eel it to be a royal ball illuminated for some 

gorgeou ceremony, or a Gothic cathedral lit up for the midnight 

ma,s ! 
It wa ' , in truth, a marvellous palace such as one reads of in 

books of fairy lore, and our little Fritz was almost inclined to 

believe that ome good elfin queen really inhabited the brilliant 

structure. 
When we had a little recovered from our first surprise, we ad• 

vanced with greater confidence. The grotto was ispaciou ·, the 

o-rouncl level, and covered with a fine dry sand. From the form of 

the talactites which hung pendent from the roof, I surmised that 

they partook of the character of saline crystallizations; and on 

ta ting a portion I found that these hining decorations of our new 

palace were really rock salt-the best and purest of all salt. 

This di covcry wa worth as much as that of the grotto itself . 

Then eforth there would exist no necessity for us to gather at con-

iclernble di, tances thi precious commodity, o valuable to us and 

our animal. ; we had only to collect it with the spade, and would 

not cv n be compelled to purify it, as wa the ca e with salt con

veyed from the sea- hore. The di covery, therefore, was the 

climax of our joy; we never tired of traversing the glittering 

cavern, and an.miring it beauties. A few blocks of salt, which had 

apparently fallen from the roof, lay here and there upon the ground. 

~'draid that other might detach them elves unexpectedly, I made 

my on loatl their mu ket , and then, placing our elves at the 

entrance of the grotto, we fired six hot into the interior, with the 

view of proYok:ing, by the explo ion, the de cent of any fragment 

already loo ·cnetl. fore: with long pole we truck at every doubt

ful point; and after thi double experiment, felt atisfied of the 

curity of our magnificent abode. 

It only remained for u now to e, tabli h our elve in it, and fit 

it np in the be t po · ible manner for our accommodation. As we 

returned to Falcon ' - e t thi wa the ole the inexhau tible ub

ject four di. com\ e; everyb dy propo. eLl a plan or annou nced an 
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idea; I gutherecl the opinions and suggestions of all, ancl on the 

following day returned with my sons to carry some of them into 

execution. 

We began by squaring off the entrance to the grotto, and fitting 

into it the door of our staircase at Falcon's-Nest: as we hacl 

agreed to make the latter place a temporary habitation only, it no 

longer required so solid a defence; and besides, I intended to sub

stitute a false door, made of the bark of the tree, to conceal it 

more effectually from the notice of the savages, if any ever came 

into our district. Next, we divided the area into two portions; 

that on the right we set apart for our dwelling-place, that on the 

left for our kitchen, vvorkshop, and stables ; the lower part was 

reserved for a cellar and magazines: besides, it was requisite to 

admit air ancl light into our new abode. We were occupied for 

several days in cutting openings in the face of the rock, and 

placing therein the windows which I had brought from the ship: 

the partition of the chambers, a chimney for the kitchen, with a 

funnel to carry off the smoke, the removal of all our goods, and 

their orderly arrangement, consumed a part of the summer; but 

the remembrance of the heavy rains, and the pleasant anticipation 

of passing the winter thenceforward in a comfortalile and agree

able manner inspired us with courage, and rendered us forgetful of 

our fatigues. 

We spent nearly all our time at Tent-Town, which had become 

our centre of operations, and whither we brought all our provisions. 

In addition to the gardens and plantations which surrounded it, 

we had there a variety of resources: such as the bay for our ducks; 

the turtles which aboundecl on the coast, and came there to lay 

their eggs; while the crab-fish of the river, the lobsters, mussels, 

and £sh of kinds which swarmed in these parts, furni bed our 

table with varied and excellent dishes. One morning, when we 

were all standing together on the beach, we were surprised by a 

singular occurrence. The waters, over a consiu.erable area, were 

violently agitated by an extraordinary movement. They seemed 

to boil. A cloud of sea-birds hovered over the surface, and startled 

the echoes with their hoar e, deafening crie : some plunged into 

a:in 

tJ tl 
tur 

toe 



AN OCEA -WO DER '. 267 

the convubed waters ail(l then flew up into the air, where, pur

sued by their companions, they performed a thousand circles and 

evolutions, so as to leave us uncertain whether they were indulging 

them elves in peaceful sports or waging a murderous combat. 

Every moment the oceanic phcuomenon assumed a more wonderful 

aspect. The entire surface of the waves, illuminated by the lu tre 

of the sunrise, seemed covered with small flashes of living £re, which 

appeared and disappeared with startling suddenness. 

All at once the entire mass quitted the open sea, and turned 

shorewanls, making for the Bay of Safety, whither we hastened, 

full of . urprise ancl curiosity. Each of us explained the 'pheno

menon in hi own manner. ]rederick thought it might be a sub

marine volcano on the point of explosion. The presence of the 

sea-birds suggested to Ernest that it was some gigantic ocean 

mon ter, such as a cachalot, or perhaps a whale, and that the 

birds were engaged in picking up the small fish disturbed by the 

animal's variou movements. The younger boys, always inclined 

to the marvellous, saw in it the action of some supernatural crea

ture, such a a ircn or a merman, of which they had often read 

the most urprising stories. 
"If you ask my opinion," said I, in my turn, "I believe that 

all thi i nothing more than a large shoal of the he1Tings which 

migrate very year from the orthern eas." 

i\Iy explanation, which events soon afterwards confirmed, sug

ge ' tcd a ho t of querie , rmd I satisfied their propounders to the 

be t of my ability. 
bank or hoal of herrings is an immense quantity of tho e 

!i. h, moving in so clo ·e a column that they are frequently mi ·taken 

fur a anclbank in the miLbt of the sea. The bank frequently 

covers a ·upcrficia,l area of everal leagues, and is many fathoms 

de p : tretching along the urface of ocean, it bears to the coast 

of inhabited countrie the re ·ources which ature had refused 

them. The wandering legion are invariably followed by ho ts of 

large £ h, uch a turgeon , porpoi es, and dorado , which destroy 

gr at number ; voracious bird unite again t them with the mon-

ter of the ca and while the latter pur ue them under the wave , 

the former hara s them on the surface. Thu the herring advance 
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between two kinds of deadly enemies ; to which we must acld 
man, into whose hands the greater portion fall of those spared by 
their other persecutors. With so many chances against them, one 
might suppose the herring race would be speedily exhausted; but 
Providence, who watches over all, takes care to preserve the 
species, and we cease to be astonished when we know that a single 
female spawns every year fifty to sixty thousand eggs. But 
another fish, inten<led by Nature for human consumption, is still 
more prolific : the cod spawns upwards of three million eggs." 

During these explanations, the glittering troop-for their scales 
shone upon the waters with a marvellous plendour-poured into 
the bay. My sons and my wife were transfixed with a<lmiration 
at the spectacle of so prodigious a mass of fishes, which seemed 
piled one upon another. 

"Admiration," I exclaimed, "is not our sole duty. The riches 
placed within onr reach by Providence we must gather without 
1lelay." 

I therefore sent for the ueqessary implements, and organized the 
fishing . Frederick ancl 
Rudly ,-vaded into the 
water; and such was the 
density of the shoal, they 
caught the fish with their 
baskets as we take up 
water in a pail. As fast 
as they caught the fish, 
they poured them out on 
the sand. Ernest and my 

li ERitrNO (Clupea hnrenous' . 
wife, each furnished with a 

knife, rapidly opened, cleansed, and rubbed them with salt. After
wards I deposited them in the small barrels we had collected for 
the purpose. First I placed a layer of fish, then a layer of salt; 
and each cask, as I filled it, was placed on the back of our ass, 
which little Fritz led to the store-room. This work occupied us 
for several days, and provided us with a dozen casks of salted fi h 
to add to our winter supplies. 

}leanwhde, the ref use of the fish, which we had flung into the 
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sen. le~t it shonl1l poison the atmosphere, drew into the bay a 

number of sea-dog. , of which we killed half a score for the 'ake of 

the skin and fat: the latter yielded a caJ_Jital oil for illuminating 

purpo~cs, and served to some extent in tead of our candles. As 

for the fie h, after we had splendidly feasted our dog~, we thre\\' 

the remainder to the crabs in the Jackal River. I also constructed 

ior these, and for the small fish which my sons caught by way of 

amu. cment, a kind of reservoir, out of two great casks, pierced 

with numerous holes, so as to admit of a free supply of wate1:. 

,vhen we were in want of crabs or fish for our table, we had only 

to resort to our casks, :vhere they lived as well as they could have 

1lone in the stream. 

\Ve continuell our work of installation; but it progressed slowly, 

we were so often diYerted from it by other occupations. On examin

ing more attentively the character of the rock in which our cavern 

was situated, I remarked that the basis of the saline incrustation 

which covered it was a tratum of gyp um, which I conceived might 

be advantageou~ly employed in our building opemtions. Having 

foun1l a pile of broken pieces under the roeky projection where I 

had first planted my powder magazine, I carried several of tl1em 

into our kitchen, and heated them in the fire until they were red

hot. A soon as the stone grew cool again it became soft and 

friable, and wa ea ily reduced into a fine white powder; which, 

though my on could neither understand its nature 11or utility, 

made a capital cement. 

Thi di. covery wa. , of cour e, exceedino·ly valuable, and I 

ordered my boys to prepare every day a large a npply as pos-

ible · anJ. until ome more u eful means of employing it arose, I 

u. ed it to cover OYer my barrels of alted herrino- , and effectually 

exclmle the air. Ilowever I performed this operation only on 

on -half the barr 1 ~ a the other. were reserved for smoked her

rings, of which my wife was exceedingly fond. To cure the e I 

built a little hut in the Dutch fashion, and ·u pended within it the 

herrincr strung upon rope . B eneath them we lighted a great fire 

of green brnnche., mo ~ and l ave. which threw off abundant 

clouJ.: of den e ·moke. Then I carefully clo ed all the opening 

of the hut, and thu obtained an exc llent stock of nried herring., 



270 A LEW ARRIVAL. 

of a brilliant yellow, and as appetizing as those of the most skilful 
Dutch fishermen. 

A month after the migration of the herrings, we were favoured 
with a visit from some other fish. It was Rudly who discovered 
them at the mouth of Jackal River, where they seem to have 
halted in their course, to deposit their spawn among the stones 
with which its bed was covered. Rudly supposed them to be 
young whales, from their enormous size; but, in truth, they were 
i'L large shoal of sturgeons, salmons, great sea-trout., and other 
g<"nera. 

"....,.,.,. ell," cried the little fellow, delight_ed at having been the 
first to discover their arrival, " I hope that the fine fat fellows 
down yonder are worth as much as your little herrings." 

"Agreed; but we cannot catch them in baskets as we did the 
others,'' I said, a little embarrassed. 

"Bah I If you will help me, papa," cried Rudly, who was never 
troubled with doubts or hesitation, " ·we will soon manage the 
job. You and I together, papa! You shall see!" 

Saying this, be ran off to the grotto, where by thiR time we 
were partly established, and speedily returned with his bow and 
arrows, a coil of stout rope, and a couple of dog-fish bladders, 
fully inflated. He fastened one end of the rope to an arrow, 
whose extremity was furnished with a strong iron fi h-hook; and 
the other end to a large stone lying upon the shore: in the centre he 
fixed a bladder. Then he bent his bow, and aiming at the biggest 
salmon , hit it in the side. 
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At first the wounded fish plnnged beneath the waves, carrying 

with it the arrow, rope, and bladder, which indicated to us the 

direction of its flight; but, brought up by the stone, be could not 

go very far. 
" ow, haul in the rope, papa, and hold tight," shouted Rud1y, 

in an ec ta y of delight. "r.rhe rascal must pay us a visit, whether 

he likes it or not." 
It was no ea. y task, for the salmon truggle<l. with extraordinary 

force ; but as he lost a great deal of blood, he began to grow 

enfeebled, and we contrived to haul him up on the beach, where 

we finished him. 
My other son had now come up, attracted by their brother'~ 

shout.. We complimented the young fisherman on the ingenuity 

of his invention ; and as there were grounds for fear lest the 

remainder of the piscine herd, terrified by this attack, should take 

their departure, and not return, we resolved to put aside all our 

other engagements and continue fishing. 

Each re orted to weapons of his own choice. Fre<l.erick took 

the harpoon, and soon covered the sand with a goodly number of 

the large t fish. Brne t, with a capital rod and line, angled suc

ce. fully for the fine, t trout. As for myself, armed like eptune 

with an iron trident, I contriYed to seize, among the stones where 

I had po ted my, elf two or three caly mon ters. We found the 

chi f difficulty not in killing our fish but in getting them out of 

the water. Frederick , after harpooning a sturgeon fully eight feet 

TUROE0:-1 (AcciJ)C1lSCr sturio). 

in length, could not rnanao-e t o get it a, hore. It defi eJ all our 

united ffort.', until my wife thought of fetchin o- th e buffalo. Then 

we fa t en tl a rope to it, and in this manner r ndered our elve 

ma t r of our mi o-hty prey. 
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The next operation was to open and clean all these fish, mlll 

prepare their flesh. A part we salted ; another part we dried like 
the herrings. My ever-industrious wife conceived the notion of 
curing some in oil, like the tunny. The sturgeon was a female, 
and contained a mass of eggs weighing forty pounds. The meat 
in flavour and appearance resembled veal. 'Iy boys wonl<l have 
thrown the eggs, as well as the intestines of all the fish, to their 
crabs ; but I would not allow them, recollecting that the Russians 
with sturgeons' eggs prepare a very dainty dish, which is called 
caviare. Therefore I carefully cleansed them of all the skin and 
fibres with which they were surrounded, washed them in sea
\\"ater, and baving lightly sprinkled them with salt, I put them by 
in pumpkin-shells, pierced with holes, to drain. We piled some 
weights upon them to press them down tightly; and, in a few 
days' time, obtained a dozen cakes of a brownish-red, which we 
carried to our curing-house, and afterwards laid up as a winter 
provrn1on. 

I had also a wish to utilize the viscous skin, the fins, and the 
remainder of the sturgeon's entrails, by converting them into what 
1s called isinglass.* I placed the whole in a large iron ve.::;sel over 
a great fire; and when, through the process of evaporation, the 
mixture had acquirecl sufficient consistency, we strained it with a 
clean cloth. The substance thus obtained was very like the best 
isinglass, and so transparent that I thought it would furni h us 
with windows. For this purp,Jse I divided it into very thin layers 
on a marble table, which was part of the spoil brought from the 
wreck. As each layer dried and hardened, I remo,·ed it and sub
stituted another, until I found myself in possession of about twenty 
plates of a very white ancl very solid gum, well adapted for use as 
I intended. 

" I singlass (from the German hausenblase, or sturgeon's bladder) was formerly ol.JLain ed 
only from the common sturgeon, but is now procurecl of equally good a quality from th~ 
air-bladders of many other fishes. 
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AN ABUNDANT HARVEST. 

_ ROSPEROUSLY, meantime, had our gardens at 

Tent-Town flourished, and they now began 
to supply us with a quantity of different 
vegetables of superior excellence. It was a 

peculiarly agreeable circumstance that these 
plants, owing to the vigour of the soil, 

. seemed to know no d.istiuction of season, but 
continued to flomish and yield their products without interruption. 
Pease, beans, and all kinds of pot herbs, kept up a continual growth 
throughout the summer; the maize, which hedged them round, bore 
spikes upvvards of a foot in Ieng.th; the cucumbers and melons sur
passed our most sanguine expectations ; and the sugar-cane and 
pine-apples were not less successful. As for the potatoes, the 
manioc, and the yarns, we had whole fields of them, and had only 
the trouble of collecting our abundant crops. This prosperous 
condition encouraged us to hope that our distant plantations were 
equally thriving, and we resolved on paying them a visit. 

One morning, then, we all set out in company for Falcon's
N est: in the broad plain which lay en route, where my wife had 
3own her small stock of European grains, we found some of the 
cereals young and vigorous, and others grown to perfect maturity. 
There were barley, wheat, oats, pease, vetches, lentils, and all kinds 
of beans. We cut and piled up in sheaves all the ripened crops, 
resolving to watch over the maturity of the rest; for about them 
hovered a quantity of reapers, apparently much more eager than 
ourselves to banqnet on these new productions-T mean birds of 

(,572 ) 18 
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every species from the bustard to the quail; and from the havoc 

they had already committed in our fields we had reason to fea r 

they would not leave us much to glean. 

Tm, QUAIL (Cot1irnix vulgaris) . 

To disturb them a little in their audacious pilfering, we put 

into requisition the talents of our tame animals. The eagle, which 

Frederick had trained for the chase like a falcon, pmsued almost 

among the clouds a splendid hen bu tard, and brought her to the 

feet of his young master; while Rudly's jackal, which was equal 

to any pointer in skill and cunning, captured a dozen of fat quails, 

and provided us with a capital repast. 

This first excursion to our new possessions was also marked by 

a pretty invention of my wife's : she brewed us a refreshing drink, 

composed of the green blades of the maize crushed in water, and 

mixed with the juice of the sugar-cane; it made an invigorating 

and delightful beverage, as sweet as milk, and very like it in 

appearance. 
The remainrler of the day we spent at Fnlcon'i:;-Nest, putting ou1 
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summer residence in order, picking the grains, of our cerealfll, so as 

to preserve the precious seed for another year's sowing ; and finally 

arranging everything for a little excursion which we proposed to 

make on the following day. The difficulty ·we experienced in 

feeding, and accommodating near us, our domestic animals during 

the wet season, had made me think of some means of acclimatizing 

them, that we might at all events be relieved of a portion of our 

anxiety ; and I resolved to found a colony in a place where they 

could not escape, and where, nevertheless, they might find the 

sustenance necessary for their support. On the following day, we 

proceeded to carry our designs into execution. Coru equently, my 

wife picked out from her poultry-yard a dozen fowls, and I, from 

the stable and pig- tyes, selected four young pigs, two couple of 

. heep, and two goats. These animals we placed in the large cart, 

along with a supply of provisions, and such tools and utensils as 

we were likely to want. We then harnessed the buffalo, the cow, 

and the a s, and departed in high spirits on our new expedition. 

Frederick, on his onager, led the way, to reconnoitre the ground, 

and prevent us from being involved in any very difficult situation. 

'Ne took an entirely new direction, to reach the district lying 

between Falcon's- est and the promontory of Hope Deceived. We 

bad to struggle again ·t the tall grasses, and the woods intertwined 

with strong lianas ; but through all these obstacles the axe opened 

a passage. We finally emerged on a bushy plain of the mo, t 

curiou a pect in the world ; for not only their branches, but all 

the surrounding oil, was covered with white flake , as if there had 

been a heavy fall of snow. Little Fritz at first thought that such 

was the ca, e. 
"Oh, the snow, the snow!" he cried, clapping hi. hand together 

with infantine joy. "Mamma, come down from the cart; I want 

to make ome snow-balL ! " 

We indulged in a hearty laugh at the child's mi take, for, de-

pite the appearance of the scene, the heat of the weather did not 

suffer us for a moment to believe that it was the result of snow. 

Frederick truck the onager on the ar, and it darted away like an 

arrow. He quickly returned to me with a branch covered with the 

nowy down, and to my great joy 1 perceived that it wa cotton. 
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'fhe discovery wat, of inestimable value to us; and my wife im

mediately began to recount all the advantages we should derive 

COTTON PLANT (Gossypiuin tricuspidulmn). 

from it when I had fur
nished her with new ma-
chinery for threading, card
ing, and weaving it. vV e 
immediately collected a 
great quantity; and filled 
three capacious bags,intend
ing to pick out the seerls 
mingled with the flock, 
and, in due time, to sow 
them in the vicinity of 
Tent-Town, that we might 
always have this useful 
plant close at hand . Hav
ing -finished gathering our 
crop, we resumed our jour
ney. 

After traversing the cotton field, we ascended a lofty hill, from 
whose summit our delighted gaze extended over a real tenestrial 
paradise. Trees of all kinds clustered about the hill ide; and a 
bright fresh brook, rippling over a rocky bed, enhanced at once 
its loveliness and its fertility. 

It was sheltered from northerly winds by the wood we had just 
. threaded ; and the luxuriance of its herbage satisfied me that our 

cattle would always find pasture in abundance. Here, then, I 
resolved to establish our new farm, and my decision was universally 
approved. 

We set to work to pitch our tent, to build up a fire-place with 
stones, and prepare our repast. As soon as we had thus provide<l 
ourselves wit.h a temporary habitation, Frederick and I went in 
search of a place suitable for carrying out my projects. We soon 
came upon a clump of trees placed at sufficient distances from one 
another to act as the columns or posts I required to support my 
intended building. 'l~hither we carried all our tools, but as the 
day was far advanced, deferred operations until the next morning 
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We returned to our tent, where my wife and children were busily 

picking the seeds out of the cottony down, and had prepared 

fo r each of us a comfortable pillow, on which, 

after supper, we enjoyed a sound and tranquil 

re1Jose. 
The tree which I had chosen for my new edifice 

were arranged in a very favourable manner : they 

enclo ed a four-. ided space, "·ho e longer ide was 

toward: the :ca. At about ten feet from the ground 

I cut deep mortise in their trunks, and again at ten 

feet higher, to form a second tory; I then in erted tran ver e 

beams in the e rnorti. e. , forming a framework which, if somewhat 

inelegant, " ·a at all event. olid ; and over the whole I stretched 

a ru. tic roof made of bark. We tripped the bark from the neigh

bouring tree. and after havincr dried it in the un-placing heavy 

:tone. upon it to prevent it from curling up-we fa. tened the pieces 

together with the . pine of tbe acacia, as we could not afford to 

draw upon our mall tock of iron nail ; the roof thu con tructed 

wa. not at all unlike in appearance the coat of armour worn by 

the Roman warrior . In tl1e course of our labour we made everal 



TWO VALUABLE DlSC:OVERrn:::i. 

new discoveries; the first was that of the terebinth and gum

mastic tree, and of that strong thorny species of acacia whose 

spines are excellent substitutes for nails. 

_,.....,...-- ___ --
~ - ~Vr ~~--- ---

I'ISTA.CIA, TURPENTINE, OR TEREBIKTII TREE (Pistacia 1'erebinthitsl. 

The instinct of our goats revealed to us among the vanom; kinds 

of bark which we collected, that of the cinnamon; an acquisition 

ACACIA (A car.ia veru ). 

of no great importance, while, on the 

contrary, the terebinth and gu~u

mastic were two valuable discoveries. 

I hoped to make them useful instead 

of pitch, our small stock of the latter 

being completely exhausted. Of the 

origin, natme, and properties of all 

these substances, I had to furnish 

lengthy explanations. I replied as 

best I could to the questions of 

my little boys, and praised th em 
a8 they deserved for the anxiety 
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WORK TO HE DO .K 

they always manifested to extend the circle of their know

ledge. 
The completion of our new farmstead occupied u.· for several 

day . ,v e dressed the sides with pliant brarn.:hes woven together 

by trong .liana and parasitical creepers. 

This indosure did not reach to more than 

·ix feet from the ground; the remaining 

spaee up to the roof was filled with a kind 

of open trellis-work which let both air 

and light into the interior. The en

trance was constructecl on the sea-warcl 

si1le. A for the arrangements of the 

interior, they simply con ·isted of a series 

of compartment aclaptell to the number 

of the incoming tenants. 
,v e ah;o contrived a small covered habi- c:rnNA1110r-

tation, to accommodate us on the visits we (Cinnaniomum Zeylanicum). 

houlcl need to pay to our colonists. It was our intention to 

pla ter the lower wall' of the hut with clay and cement; but we 

put off thi part of onr task to another time, as it was imfficient, 

temporarily, that our cattle were conveniently sheltered. 1'he first 

and most important thing wa , that they should grow accustomed 

to retire there every eYening on quitting their pasturage, and for 

this purpo e we took care to leave in their crib::; a tolerable supply 

of the food they liked be ·t, with which, to remler it still more 

tempting, we mixed a quantity of salt. This bait we re. olved 

to repeat cv 'ral times. 
, e all laboured with the utmost ardour; but, owing to our want 

of ,kill and experience, the work progre ·sed ::;lowly, an<l before it 

wa fini ·hed we u cd up all the proYi ·ion we had brought with u ·. 

I wa unwilling to return to Falcon' - c t until the new e tabli ·h

ment wa complet cl; o I determined to end Frederick and Rudly 

for fre ·h ·upplies of foo<l, and, at the same time, to provide with 

fodder the cattle we had left behind u . My two courageou. mes-

enger immediately tarted, each mounted on hi· favourite steed, 

and takinO' with them the lazy a , , whom Frederick guided with a 

bridle: while Rllllly with a whip occa ionally cares eel his cars. 



280 HECOLLJ:<~CTIONS OF HOME. 

Duri11g their ab ence Erne. t and I undertook a . hort excursion 
to see if we could find any palm-trees or a few patches of potatoe . 

We ascended for some distance the course of the brook, and 
round that it issuer!. from a great swamp, in whose centre lay a 
lake, the abode of birds of all kinds and sizes. On the borders of 
the marsh grew a tall tufted grass with long spiky blades, which, 
on approaching, I discovered to be a small kind of rice; small, it is 

true, but apparently of excellent quality. As 
for the lake, it reminded us of our Sl,iss father
land. I seemed to have seen from infancy its 
tranquil surface, its deep clear waters; and I 
cannot describe my emotions of happiness a I 
re,<sted upon its shores. It was Switzerland. It 
recalled to us our dear native home; but the 
illusion soon Yanished : tbe shores, with their 
trees and prolific vegetation, forcibly impressed 
npon us the gloomy fact that we were no longer 
in Europe, and that between us and onr country 
stretched the impassable ocean. 

Ernest shot seYeral birds with a skill and good Rtr;i,; (Oryzn saliva). 
fortune that surpri eel me. Meanwhile, i\Ia ter 

Knips hatl made a rather interesting dif.COYery; the epicure had 
·melt afar off the delicious odour of the fresh ananas, and when we 
were not paying him any attention, had softly leaped from Juno's 
back, and hastened to regale himself upon the delectable fruit. 
\Ve profitecl by his example, ,Yhen we ascertained the cause of his 
ab ence. Erne t did not forget his brothers and mother, ancl 
Knips' wallet was fillecl with fruit, which he was commissioned to 
cany to the farm. By way of precaution, we covered it with 
leaves and clry branches, le t the gluttony of our messenger should 
tempt him to lighten his burden on the road. 

At an easy pace we proceeded along the shores of the lake, the 
landscape changing its aspect at every step. The district was more 
smiling and fertile than any we had hitherto explored. It swarmed 
witL all kinds of birds; but what surpri. eel us mo._ t was the 
spectacle of two black swans maje. tica1ly floating on the water; 
their gleaming feathers were jet black, all except the snowy tip~ 
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" RARA AVIS, SlMILLlMAQUE CYGNO. " 

of the broad expanded wings. In all other respects they exactly 

re..,embled their European congenerR; they bad the same stately 

port, the same slow and graceful movements. Ernest would 

willingly have given me, at their expense, a new proof of his skill; 

but I forbade him, for I should always have reproached myself if 

A:>AXAS, OR PINE-API'LE (Antinassa S(lli1:n). 

I had cau ·ele: ly di. turbed the Rcrene tranquillity which prevailed 

among all the. e inoffcn ive creature . 

But Juno, who probably, did not experience the ame feelings 

of aclmiration for the beautie. of nature, , uddenly darting away 

from us, pounced upon an animal which " ·a quietly wimming on 

the . urface of the water and brought it to our feet. Most sincrular 

wa the creature', appearance· it re. em bled an otter in form, but wm, 

web-footed like the aquatic bird ; it had a long bu, hy tail, which it 

carried like the quirrel erect in the air. It head "·ns very 

small, it. eyes and cars were almo. t invi ·ible , and a long flat bill 



282 'l'HE BE.A.ST W I'l'H THE BILL. 

like that of the duck, completed its fantastic appearance. All our 
knowledge of natural history was vainly tested to find a name for 
this strange animal. Not even Ernest could recollect it. I fruit
lessly recalled all my memories of Buffon, and almost convinced 
that it had never before been discovered by man, we boldly chris
tened it the Schnabeltheir, or "the beast with a bill ."* I recom
mended Ernest to take care of it, for I wished to stuff it and 
preserve it as a rarity. 

"It shall be," said he, "the first curiosity of our museum." 
"Exactly so," I replied; "and when that establishment shall 

be definitively constituted, I will name you its conservator." 
I now remembered that our absence had been of some durationi 

and as I was anxious to spare my wife any unnecessary anxiety, 
we returned towards the farm, choosing the most direct route. 

We found the good mother, whom a trifle alarmed, already be
ginning to grow disturbed. Our two messengers returned nearly 
at the same time from Falcon's-Nest, and we sat down to our 
evening meal an united and happy family . All related their deed1:1 
of prowess. Ernest favoured us with a lecture on his and my dis
coveries, and invested his descriptions with such an attra~tive 
colonring that I was obliged to promise Frederick I would take 
him on the next occasion. I learned with pleasure that all \ms well 
at Falcon's-Nest, and that my boys had had the good sense to 
leave the cattle a ten days' supply of provisiont:>. This forethought 
on their part would enable us to prolong our absence, and to finish 
off the new settlement in a satisfactory manner. 

We remained there four days longer, and in that time com]Jletecl 
the enclosures; while my wife and sons, in the portion reserved for 
our own use, arranged f::ome cotton couches for our accommodation 
on our occasional visits. 

At length the· moment of departure arrived. I gave the signal. 
The cart was loaded with our baggage, and we commenced our 
march. Our cattle would fain have followed us; and to prevent 
them Frederick was compelled to protect our rear, mounted on his 
onagra, sallying against them ever and anon, and driving them 
back towards the farm until they lost sight of us. 

' The bird intended is the Duck-billed Platyp1L~ 
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A PICTURE OF .ARCADIA. 283 

We had not as yet decided to return to Falcon's-Nest, and 

therefore took a different road, leading in the direction of the 

Monkeys' Grove, which we had descried from afar. The mis

chievous animals received us with a volley of pine-apples; but two 

or three discharges of small shot delivered us from their annoy

ance. Fritz picked up one of the fruits they had hurled at us, and 

I recognized it to be the stone pine, whose kernel is not only good 

eating but yields an excellent oil. We collected a supply, and 

continued our onward march. 

At a short distance from Cape Disappointment we halted, and 

deliberated whether we should cross the ritlge that rose to the 

right of the cape. The council decided in the affirmative, and, 

con. equently, we directeJ. our course towards it. 

"\Ye were well repaid when we reached the summit for the 

I -

I 

fatigue we hacl uffered in the a ·cent. The view extended over a 

rich and o-lowing country, everywhere meadows and brooks anrl 

grove,, and flowering plant , and birds warbling in the leafy 

hade . In a trau port of admiration I exclaimed,

' Oh my children, thi is Arcadia. ! " 

We pitched anew our travelling tent. We felt unwilling to quit 

thi. nchantino- cene before we had built there another re idence, 

for we re olve,l that our Arcadia. should be the goal of frequent 

excur 10n . We had ·erved an apprentice hip at the con lrnction 

of the farm anrl. thi, time we rai:ed our hut with far le, toil anrl 

muc.:h more quickly. "\Ve prided ourselves on leavi110 at variou 



CONSTRUCTI G THE CANOE. 

points in the island the memorials of our passage; they were HO 

many conquests achieved by man over nature, by civilization over 
the desert. 

The new eRtablishment was named. Prospect Hill. I wouhl 
simply have called it, in good German, Schattenbourg, or, " The 
leafy town; " but the English appellation suggested by Ernest 
found more favour, and was unanimously adopted. 

However, the object I had proposed to myself on m1dcrtaking 
this expedition was to find a suitable tree for making a canoe, or 
periagua, to mp lace our boat of tubs; this object was not yet at
tained, and had been almost forgotten in the various labours im
posed. upon us by our farm-building. We now remembered it, and 
after a careful inspection of all the trees in the neighbourhood, I 
halted before a kind of oak, whose bark was much smoother than 
that of the European oaks, and not at all unlike that of the cork
tree. 

The trunk was ful1y five feet in diameter, and appeared to me 
admirably adapted for my intended purpose. I traced a circle at 
the foot, and cut the bark completely through; Fritz, by mearn, of 
the rope-ladder we had brought with us, ascended to the lowest 
branches of the tree, and just beneath them, at eighteen feet from 
the ground, he cut a similar circle. This incision completed, we 
made another descending longitudinally, and in this direction cut 
off a large strip of bark; we were then able to introduce our 
wedges, and gradually detach the entire covering. We brought 
to the task our utmost skill and energy. The first part came away 
easily, but, as the work advanced, it became more difficult. After 
severe toil we accomplished it, however, and while the trunk stood 
bare and naked before us, its spoil fell gently on the ground . 

I immediately applied myself to the task of dressing this cylinder 
of bark while the sap rendered it moist and flexible. l\'Iy sons 
imagined that nothing more need be done than nail a plank to 
either extremity, but this would have given us only an ungainly 
tube, without lightneRs or elegance. It was my intention t]1at 
the boat I was building should not figure badly by the side of 
our beautiful pinnace, and this idea, much more than any con
siderations of fitness and convenience which I could put before 
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BOAT-BUILDL G IN EARNEST. 

them, made my sons willing to wait until I had finis11ed my ta::.k 

in n. workmanlike manner. 

I began by cutting off from each end of the roll of bark a triangular 

piece of from four to five feet: then, folding one over the other the 

·loping parts, I united them with pegs, and thus made a sharp 

prow and stern for my canoe. This operation had . trctched the 

sides too far apart in the centre; as a remedy we pa ed trong 

ropes around it, which held them together, and gave the boat the 

nece sary depth. Afterward I expo ed the frail fabric in the sun, 

taking care that it preserved, while drying, the direction and form 

I had given to it. 

To put the fini bing touches to my work, I wa in waut of 

several important tool . Rudly and Frederick ,Yere again de

spatched to Tent-Town, with order to brinO' back the sledge, whic.:h 

would be required to tran port our canoe. I wa lucky enongh to 



2813 THE HERi\1ITAGE. 

find in the neighbourhood a kind of curved wood of a very hard 

quality, whose natural curvature was admirably fitted for support

ing the sides of the boat. I likewise chanced upon a resinous tree, 

from which flowed a sort of pit~h that was easily managed, and 

hardened quickly in the sun. Fritz and my wire collected enough 

to caulk the boat. It was nearly night when my two messengers 

returned from Tent-Town. A merry meal reunited us round a 

crackling fire, which mitigated the cool freshness of the night; and 

at daybreak on the morrow we resumed our labours. 

The boat, the pitch, the pieces of wood, were placed on ihe 

sledge, and the patient a s started off before us at a steady pace. 

\Ve also loaded it with a number of young plants for our Tent

Town gardens, which found convenient stowage in the boat. On 

our way we halted at the narrow pass between the river and the 

rocks, where we left another memorial of our toil, in an enclosure 

intended for defensive purposes and for a colony of the pigs, whom 

we were anxious to settle in some secure corner out of reach of our 

plantation. Dwarf palms with long prickles, and Indian :figs with 

strong thorny leaves, formed the exterior line of defence. ·within 

we dug a deep trench. These works occupied us four days. In a 

dump of bamboos we found a very tall strong stem, well-fitted for 

the mast of our canoe, and then we started for Tent-Town, where 

I intended to complete it. To our last construction we gave the 

name of The H ermitage; and by way of justifying the name, erected 

a small cabin of bark for our accommodation opposite the cascade. 

We halted only two hours at Falcon's- est, to dine and attend 

to the wants of our poultry, and then resumed our route to Tent

Town. 
After a brief interval of repose we again set to work upon our 

canoe, and we laboured with so much zeal and energy that it was 

soon completed and ready for launching. It was not only a strong 

but a graceful and shapely skiff; we had strengthened it by a 

double lining of planks resting on a solid keel, and supplied it ·with 

leather rings to receive the oars and the rigging of the mast. 

Benches for the rowers were nailed across, and in the centre 

rose majestically our mast of bamboo, with its triangular sail. The 

rudder at the stern was manamvred Ly a hanclle; i.nstcarl of ballast, 

l laio 
oori 

t nld 
gem 

~\ado 
!'l!D 
~ 

1ett 
into I 
Ill. 

o! p 

releo1 

tentol 

agai 

rnor 

"T 
e;er l 
tney ! 

tne f 
lfoni 

l 

tne., t 

'11 1n· 

tfian , 

lill-s. 

centre 



THE .FIGHTING BULL. 

I laid down in the bottom a flooring of smooth stones, which I 

covered with planks so solid and so neatly jointed that no water 

could get through. But what did most credit to my inventive 

genius was the idea of suspending along the gunwales several 

uladders of dogfish skin inflated with air, which insured our boat 

against any event. Pitch, gum, tow, nothing wa spared. Our 

fleet was thenceforth complete: we might at our pleasure beat out 

into the open sea, and adventure distant voyages in the pinnace, or 

in our canoe hover about the coast for :6. hing or exploring purposes. 

I have forgotten to mention that soon after the rains were over 

our cow had given us a pretty live calf. I pien;e<l its nostrils, just 

as I had served the buffalo, to train it more easily, an<l gradually 

accu tome<l it to bit and saddle. 

"W1iat shall we do with our bull?" said Frederick to me one 

tlay; "my opinion is that we might make use of him, as the Hot-

tentots do, for fighting." 
At the wonl "fighting" my wife started up alarmed, remembering 

what he had read of the panish bull-fights. 

For shame I " she cried; " would you train that poor bull for 

the ferocious and bloody games which amuse an idle and semi-

barbarou population? " 
"Do not be uneasy, my dear," I replied; "we are not thinking 

of picadores, or matadores, or those sanguinary sports which are 

celebrated at Iadrid and Toledo. The fighting bull of the Hot

tentot , to which Frederick refers, is an useful animal, a afeguard 

again. t lang r ; and I do not know that we can render our calf 

more u el'ul in any other manner. 

'The Hottentot~," I continued, "inhabit a region which has 

ever been infe tecl by troops of wild animals. Divided into tribes, 

they are almo t entirely upporte<l by their herds, which live in 

th e open air, and are con tautly expo ed to the voracity of byrena , 

lion , panther , and the like. . a protection ao-ain. t this peril 

they train th fighting bulls. For no ooner does the bull bred 

in this manner perceive by its in, tinct the approach of danger, 

than he warn, the cow , and they gather together in a compact 

ma . Then he range. tl1em in a circle ,vith the t:alve in the 

centre and the whole herd pre. nt. to the a. Hailant a ring of horn , 



288 A PET FOR FR[T~. 

while the fighting bull stands alone before them. If well-trained, 
he darts at the enemy, ancl with his long horns tears open his 
sides; but should that enemy be as formidable as the lion, who 
never retreats, the bull will devote himself, and bravely yield up 
his life to give the herd time to effect their escape." 

This explanation reconciled my wife to the use I intended to 
make of our young bu11, and we all agreed to educate him as a 
combatant who should not only protect our domestic animals, but 
even render ourselves assistance in the hour of need. 

We had some difficulty in deciding to whom the work of educa
tion should be confided . Each of us had his pet animal, whose 
wants he carefully provided for. Little Fritz alone was without 
any such occupation, for the two dogs we had given him had grown 
much more quickly than himself, and there remained for him 
nothing more to do. However, I considered it useful to supply 
the little fellow with some motive for activity, to prevent him from 
yielding to an indolent disposition. 

"What say you, little Fritz?" I suddenly exclaimed; "would 
y0u like to be appointed instructor to our bull? " 

Fritz's blue eyes sparkled with exuberant delight. 
" I accept the trust, papa! Have yon not told me of a won

derfully strong man-his name, I think, was Milo-who began by 
carrying a little calf on his shoulder, and after awhile grew so 
robust by the repeated exercise, that when the calf became a bull 
he could still carry it? Besides, if I am little, I shall know, at 
all events, how to make my pupil obey me. I will take such care 
of him, and treat him with so much kindnei:-:s, that he cannot fail 
to love me. He will come at my call, like Ernest's onager. 1 
will make him my horse, and gallop up and clown upon him, like 
Rudly on his big buffalo." 

It ,ms therefore agreed that the young bull should be handed 
over to the charge of Fritz. We asked him what name be would 
wish to give to bis new pupil ; he chose that of Hroiim, in allusion 
to the animal's noisy bellowings. Ruclly profited by this incident 
to obtain an official sanction to the name of Storm, which he had 
bestowed on bis own buffalo. 

"This will do splendidly ! " said he, laughing; " when T arrive 
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THE SALT CAVERN. 

nt foll gn11op, you will exc1aim, 'Here comes Ruc1ly be. tri<ling the 

,torm ! '" 
" Ju t " Raid Erne. t, Rmiling " as in the po m of ORRian, we 

read of the gigantic Rhado\\'s of tl1e heroes descending in tl,e 

chariots of the clouds." 
Fritz immediately commenced the education of his new pupil. 

Tie was o fond of him, and lavishecl upon him , o much attention 

nnd so many caresses, that the grateful animal grew faith fully 

attnchecl to him, and followed him everywhere. 

It wnntecl still a couple of months to the winter rainR, and \\'e 

took advantao-e of the interval to increase the commodiousness and 

acld to tlie comforts of our cavern of salt. With the planks savecl 

from the ship we built the partitions that Reparated the different 

compartment. . We al. o macle some long and large screens of reed, 

which we covered on both , id . with plaster. We manipulatcll 

thi .. ub. tance with a kill that astonished ourselve , ancl by means 

of small troweL of wood we spread it almost as well a::. experienced 

pla terer. coulcl have done. We found it particularly u. eful in the 

partition rai. eel between ourselve and our cattle, ince it inter

cepted the cli agreeable exhalation of the stable much more 

~ ctually than timber. 
Ev ry day the internal aspect of our grotto became more com

fortable. With a mixture of i inglas , goat' bair, and a few 

hnnr1fnls of heep' wool I contrived a kind of thick felt, which 

an. wcr cl very well as a carpet, to protect us from the damp during 

the approachino- rains. Thi time the advent of winter 1lid not 

aln.rm u · we awaited it with compo. ure; and, indeed, my boys, 

with the usual impatience of youth, were Rometimes ready to 

complain it came too slowly, since it delayed us from taking 

clefinitive poRses. ion of our re. plenclent palace . 

19 



290 HOW TO SHORTEN THE HOURS. 

One morning, having awoke before any of my family, I began 
to compute the time which had elapsed since our shipwreck on the 
island. I calculated the date with the nicest exactness, and founJ 
that the anniversary of that great event had at length come round. 
It would be a year on the following day since the mercy of God 
had rescued us from a terrible death. A new sentiment of over
powering thankfulness absorbed my soul, and I determined to 
celehrate that happy anniversary with all the ceremony our situa
tion permitted. 

As I bad not decided on the arrangements of my intended 
solemnity, I said nothing about it to my family . Breakfast passed 
as usual; the day was devoted to divers labours in the interior, 
with the view of securing order and cleanliness around us; and it 
was not until the evening, after supper, which I made half an hour 
earlier, that I announced in the most majestic tone the morrow's 
fete. 

" Prepare your elves," said I, " to celebrate the anniversary 
in a worthy manner. It is that of our salvation, our rescue from 
the jaws of death ; let each one of you make ready to keep so 
memorable a day with due respect." 

My sons were overcome with surprise and joy at my announce-
ment. or was their mother less astonished to find that we bad 
already been a twelvemonth on the island. 

" It is the gift of labour," I replied, "to shorten time; the days 
have leaden wings for the idle man, but for him who work. they 
pass by on eagles' pinions." 

A short discussion aro. e in reference to the ·expression I had em
ployed, "the anniversary of our salvation;" but all criticism and 
metaphysical objection gave way to the intense desire of ascertain
ing in what manner I had calculated the time. 

" The thing is very simple," said I to my sons. " ·when the 
shipwreck occurred it was just the encl of January. Our calendar 
had still eleven months to run; I have follo"·eJ. it up carefully to 
the end, and find there are four weeks wanting. If my recollec
tions do not mislead me, it will be exactly one year to-morrow 
since we larnled on this isle. But my memory, while serving me 
sufficiently well for a period beyond four ·weeks, will not as readily 
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CALCULATlONS ON THE CALENDAR 291 

embrace a much longer time. l\Iy calendar will soon fail me 

altogtither ; and ince it appears," I added, with a smile, " that 

my Zurich boolrneller obstinately refuses to execute my orders this 

year, let us try to di pense with his assistance, and make for our

selves the almanac we stand in need of." 

'' "\Vell," said Ernest, " let us make an almanac, a la Robi1rnon 

Crusoe, with a pir.ce of wood, and a notch for every day." 

" Exactly so ; but that is not all you want. Your notches will 

be worth nothing if you do not know how many days make a 

month, and in what order the seasons succeed one another." 

Our young profe sor, in the monitorial tone familiar to him, im

mediately gave us a le son on the division of time. 

" Some of the months," said he, "have thirty, and some thirty

one days, except February, which has only twenty-eight or twenty

nme. There are 365 days in the year, 24 hours in the day, and 

60 minutes in the hour. The minutes are al o divided into 60 
seconds each. Everybody knows thnt." 

" Very good," I replied; "and that does well enough for com

mon u age. But do you your.elf really believe that the year con

i ts of exactly 365 days?" 

"No,'' he an wered; "astronomers tell us that its actual length 

i. 365 day , 5 hours, 4 minutes, 45 sec:onds." 

' ,Vell, then, what do you do with this surplus of hours, minutes, 

and econ cl ? " 
' I put it a, ide, and. every four years it gives me one day more, 

which I add to the fourth year, and di ·tingui .. h that year as 

Bi ' ex tile, or Leap-Year." 

"Admirable! But it seem to me that, notwithstanding all 

your ·c;ience, we shall ·till have some difficulty in putting our elves 

right here. How ·hall we know which are the Bi ' extile or Leap

Years '? And who will tell u which months are to have thirty, and 

which thirty-one day ? hall we not run the ri k:, on our wooden 

calendar, , of ·trangely confounding the time and the ea on ! '' 

Not at all, papa : to di tingui h the month and determine 

th ir duration we hall have a living alma.nae that doe not leave 

us; and it will uffice to place our calculations on a correct basis, 

if we know the point from whic;h we et out." 



THE GREAT ANNTVERRARY. 

The little phi.loimpher, who always shone most when requirerl to 

put his knowledge and capacity to the test, stretched towards us 

his closed fist, and began to point out, on the bones and cavities 

which follow the origin of the :fingers, the order in which the 

months with thirty ancl those with thirty-one days sneceed one 

another. His brothers were astonii:;hed at his science. I compli

mented him on h:wing treasured up in his memory a thing a-ppa

rently childish, which nevertheless, on occasion, might prove of 

great utility. 
We c11attered away for some time on other matters. At last I 

gave the signal of retreat . My little fellows had already retired 

to their beds, wl1ere I heard them questioning one another on the 

intended. festivities of the morrow. 

That longed-for day soon dawned upon us, and with the :firi:;t 

rays of morning the report of a cannon echoed among the rocks. 

Words cannot describe my alarm ; and I immediately started up 

to know if either of my sons had heard the threatening sound. I 

found them, to all appearance, tranquilly sleeping in their beds; 

RucUy was snoring londly; however, he could not long keep up 

the farce. He had scarcely caught sight of me when he exclaimed, 

"Whew! what a terrible noise down yonder ! " I understood it 

all ; but instead of joining in their laughter, reproached them for 

this fresh instance of prodigality in a thing so precious to us as 

gnnpowcler. They begged my pardon; and as I was unwilling 

that any cloud. shoulcl rest on the day of festivity I l1ad announced, 

it was gladly given. 
All arose and dressed. Our toilette did not occupy us long, but 

the greatest propriety presided over it. After our customary devo

tions, we proceeded to breakfast. My wife excused herself for 

having been taken unawares, and scolded me for not having 

thought of the fete in time enough to enable her to make becoming 

preparations. I jested with her on the idea, which she had im

ported from our beloved Switzerland, tl1at a dainty repast is the 

indispensable accessory of a holiday; however, we did all honour 

to the meal she had got ready, ancl then began the celebration of 

the anniversary. 
"My chilclren," said I, "it is twelve months smce we first 
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A INTERESTING SPECTACLK 292 

landed on this i land ; now is the moment when we may fitly cast 

a retro, pective glance over the past, ar!.d see how much we have 

accomplished." 
Thu speaking, I drew forth my journa1, which I had carefully 

filled up every day, and read it to my attentive audience, dwelling 

particularly on the more important circumstances of our sojourn. 

As soon as I had finished, 1 invited my family to turn their 

minds towards the God of good, and thank Him anew for all the 

mercies and blessings He had poured out upon us. 

I opened the book of Psalm"'; the sacred parables of the pro

phet-king assisted us to elevate our souls, and strengthened in us 

those sentiments of gratitude with which we were truly and ear

nestly penetrated. It was an interesting spectacle to see those 

four children kneeling on the sea-shore, and with pure and simple 

voices pouring out their thanksgivings to the God who had saved 

them. 
This act of devotion filled them with a grave and serious 

thoughtfulnes , which pervaded the conver ation that ensued, and 

converted it into a semi-philosophical discu ion far above the 

customary range of uch young children. Frederick and Rudly 

revealed the native goodne s of their dispositions, bnt Ernest a ton

i 'bed me by the subtlety of his answers, and by the force of the 

objection he occa ionally put forward. I was the fir t to change 

the tone of the conversation ; I insen ibly led it from its grave and 

, evere character; and ended by announcing to my sons that the 

day woulu be incomplete if not terminated by tho e exen:ises 

which u ually ignali ed our fetes. 

"You have been exercising yourselves for a year," said I, "in 

the mimic ·truggle, the race, the la, so, and horseman hip; it is 

now time your effort should be rewarded ; you shall contend 

to-day in the presence of your mother and my elf, and the crown 

hall be given to the conqueror . Come, champion ! " I exclaimed, 

in my mo t emphatic manner; "come the barrier i thrown open, 

the li ' t ar prepared; and you, ti nmpeL, sound the hour of 

battle ! " I crie1l, and turned toward · the duck and gee e Labbling 

in th little bay. 
At thi serio-cornic apostrophe, the entire troup of chattering 
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birds, terrified perhap:; by my gestures and loud voice, broke iuto 
a wild uproarious clamour, which seemed to my young people so 
admirably opportune that they gave way to repeated bursts of 
laughter. 

I then arranged the order of procedure. First, firing ·with gun 
and pistol; next, the lasso ; then the race ; and lastly, feats of 
horsemanship and swimming. I quickly prepared all that was 
necessary for the shooting trials-namely, a mark : it was a rudely 
fashioned piece of wood, which we called "the kangaroo," because 
the props that supported it might be taken for its legs ; the part 
representing the creature's head we decorated with a couple of 
strips of leather for ears. Rudly would have preferred that the 
mark bad represented a savage, anrl this, too, Frederick considered 
much more warlike; but I hastened to repress such awakenings of 
military glory, by impres ing upon my sons what I had already, 
on more than o_ne occasion, pointed out: that war against men is 
a scourge, a curse, and a crime, and that we should rest content 
with the campaigns we carry on against animals, as much for our 
personal safety as to provide ourselves with means of subsistence. 

Ruclly accomplished ·wonders; whether by skill or good luck, he 
cut off one of the ears of the kangaroo ; Frederick hit it in the 
head; and Ernest in the middle of its body. All three shots were 
worthy of praise. 

We passed on to another trial. This consisted in firing at a 
small leaden ball, wrapped in bark, which I flung up into the air 
with all my might. Erne t succeeded best: his piece of bark was 
perforated with shot. Frederick al o fired with great skill, but 
Rudly did not touch it. 'l'he same exercises were repeated with 
pistols, but shortening the distances, and I had again occa ion to 
applaud the address of my sons; they had made very rapid pro
gress in a twelvemonth. 

ext came the use of the sling. In this exercise, which demanLls 
as much strength as skill, Frederick carried off the palm. Then 
followed archery, in which all distingui bed themselves, even little 
Fritz. Afterwards came running and pedestrian feats : I pre
scribed for the course from Family Bridge to Falcon's- est. 

" ·whoever arrives there first" 1 said to the compctiton; "shall 
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SWIFT-FOOTED ATHLETES. 

receive a the reward of victory my knife, whid1 I have left on the 

table, between the roots of the fig-tree." 

The signal for starting was three claps of the hand. 

:)ly three sons set out : Rudly and Frederick with all the im

petuosity natural to them; Ernest, on the contrary, went slowly 

at fir t, with his elbows pressed in closely to his side, but graLln

ally increa ed his speed. I augured well of the e tactics, and 

recognized in them the true character of the boy-prudent, skilful, 

deliberative-who never did anything without due reflection. My 

runners ·were about a quarter of an hour absent. Rudly returneJ 

first; but he was mounted on his buffalo, with the ass and onager 

following him. 

'' "\Vhat ?" I exclaimed, "is this the way in which you run 

races? It was your limbs, and not those of the buffalo, which I 

wantell to exercise ." 

" Bah ! " he cried, as he leaped from his steed, " I was regularly 

beaten before we got half-way ; so I thought it wisest to abandon 

the struggle, and as the pedestrian was to be followed by an 

eque trian feat, I profited by the neighbonrhooJ of Falcon's- rest 

to bring hither our coursers." 

Frederick followed close upon him, and came in breathless, anJ 

hi forehead covered with sweat ; but he had not the knife, which 

wa brought to me by Ernest. 

' How is this?" I inquired ; "you are the conqueror, and yet 

Frederick return before you." 

" The explanation is -i.mple," answered Ernest; "in going, my 

brother, who had darted away like an arrow, could not maintain 

his peed. Ile wa forced to pause and draw breath, while I con

tinued running, ::md was the first to reach the goal. On our return, 

Frederick had learned a les on ; like me, he kept his elbows close 

up to his body, and breathed regularly with hi mouth shut; 

thenceforth the victory was only a que tion of limbs and physical 

strength. Frederick i ixteen years old, and I am only thirteen : 

that is \\'by he returned home before me." 

I prai eJ them both for the good sense they had displayed, and 

proclaimed Erne -t the victor. 

Meanwhile, ~Ia ter Rlillly, mounted on hi buffalo, loudly 



FH.ITZ AND HIS BULL. 

ilernamleJ. that the hor emanship should begin, he wal'i m such 
haste to retrieve the check his reputation had incurred. 

"To the saddle!" he cried, "to the saddle! and let us see 
who of us can manage his steed most skilfully ; let us see if yon 
are as clever in keeping your eat on horseback as in stretching 
your long legs." 

I hastened to comply with the little boaster's desire; Frederick 
mounterl. the onagra, and Ernest took the ass; both accompli hed 
prorl.igies of skill, but Rudly undoubtedly surpas eel them. I wm; 
actually frightened at the audacity with which the frail little 
fellow abandoned himself to the vigorous animal which bore him. 
To urge him forward, to wheel or stop him in the very mid t of 
his furiou career, seemed but play; an experienced horsemall 
could not have managed with greater ease a thoroughly trained 
steed. And freqnently, in the ardour of his passion, the boy arose, 
sprang on the buffalo's back, and stood thereon with extended 
arms, like the performers in the equestrian sport of tbe arena; but 
I th ought it nece' ary to prohibit thi useless and dangerous dis
play of prowes . 

Just a I declarecl the exerci es over: and was about to comfort 
poor Rndly by annonncing hi triumph, we saw, to our great 
astonishment, little Fritz suddenly break into our mirl. t, mountecl 
on his young bull Braum, who was now between three and fonr 
months old. JUy wife l1ad made him a saddle of kangaroo- kin. 
with a couple of stirrups adapted to bis little legs; in his right 
hand he held a bamboo whip, and in hi left the briclle - consi ting 
of a couple of rope attached to an iron ring which I harl pa ed 
through the animal' ' no e in lieu of a bit. 

"Gentlemen," aid the young cavalier, aluting us gracefully, 
" I was unable to compete with you so long as you handled gun, 
pistol or sling; bnt will you now permit the little Milo of Crotona 
to exhibit before you hi. equestrian accompli hment ? " 

We receivecl hi childi h oration with hearty applause, and 
Fritz immediately began to put hi. charger thrOlwh hi, paces. 
He ditl this with a coolne s and courage far beyond his age, Lut 
what I almost equally admired was the animal's docility. ::\Iy 
wife then acknowledged that during our various P.xpeditions bhr 
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THE PRIZES DISTRIBUTED. 

had assisted her " little Benjamin " in training the animal entrusted 

to his charge; so that it was not without a sentiment of j nstifiablc 

pride she witnessed the successful display of her fondly-loved son. 

Fritz was unanimously pronounced a capital horseman. 

After the equestrian feats, some little time was devoted to 

archery, swimming, and climbing. When the whole programme 

of exercises had been carried out, I announced that the prizes would 

be di tributed, and the brow~ of the victors adorned with the 

crowns won by their ski11 and courage. 
In all baste we returned to the grotto, which was brilliantly il

luminated with all our torches: on a species of platform was placed 

a chair embowered in foliage and blossoms, and therein we installed 

our manageress as the queen of the revel. I then summoned 

before her the competitors. She gave herself up to this innocent 

pleasantry with infinite zest; holding in her hands the palm~ an<l 

crowns, she distributed them to her sons, giving each a tender 

kis . 
Frederick, as the victor in the shooting and swimming exercises, 

received a splendid English musket, and a hunting-knife, which lrn 

had long been desiring. 
Ernest, a the prize for the best runner, was presented with a 

beautiful gold watch, like his brother's. 

Rudly the most accompli:hed eque trian, obtained a magnificent 

pair of steel spurs and a whalebone whip . 

Little Fritz al o receive(l a pair of spurs, and a box of colours, 

a a reward for the patience and ability he had displayed in 

training hi bull. 
The di tribution of prize over, I aro e, and turning to my 

wife. pre ented her with a very pretty English " Ladies' Com

panion " containing all tho e little article - thimble, needle , 

ci or., bodkin -in which indu trious hou ewive delight. 

" R eceiv " said I " my deare. t wife, thi · token of gratitude 

and affection, thi , acknowled crment of your patience and zeal 

during the twelvemonth past, and of your daily services t oward ' 

your little colony, though I know that your tender devoteclne's 

to me and your children finds in it ·elf it weete' t recompen, e." 

The day wa concludc<l. a,, it haJ begun, with song, and joyous 
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manifestations. All were contented, all were happy, for all taste<l 
that pure and nnequalled happiness which can only spring from a 
blameless life, an industrious and energetic spirit, and the calmness 
of a soul which trusts in God. 

We reminded each other opportunely of the share each had 
taken, a year ago, in hunting down the merles and ortolans: which 
had now, at a similar period, settled down. like a dense cloud, on 
the colossal banyan of Falcon's-Nest. We resolved to quit our 
rock-habitation, where we had now been for some time almost 
definitively settled, to renew, if possible, the productive chase 
which had formerly provided us with one of our most prized and 
mo t delicate winter stores. My gallant little fellows, animated 
with warlike intentions, made ready to start. Frederick the 
marksman-Ruc11y, who trod closely in his footsteps-rejoiced in 
anticipation at the capital shots they should secure; but I could 
not A-ltogether 8hare in their enthusiasm . I recollected with 
alarm the prodigious quantity of powder wasted on this game the 
year before, and was fully determined on a more economical 
conrse. I remembered reading in a book of voyages that the 
Pelle,,_, Islandern caught with glue far larger and stronger birds 
than our ortolans, and I thought it possible to compose of 
caoutchouc and oil a mixture which might enable us to save our 
military munitions. 

The stock of caoutchouc collected on our last excursion was, 
however, exhausted. I had used it in manufacturing our water
proof boots, and before anything could be undertaken we must 
renew the supply. Frederick and Rudly were despatched to the 
caoutchoue-tree wood. I expected they would find a sufficient 
quantity all ready for them at the foot of the trees, for we had 

. taken care to make large incisions in the bark, and to place 
calabashes beneath them to receive all the liquor that exuded ; and 
as we had learned from experience how quickly the sun hardened 
the re8inous juice, we had disposed around the incisions a number 
of leafy branches to protect them from the solar rays. 

Our two messengers were out of sight, when my wife suddenly 
r.xelaime<l,-
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lJUMPKINS AND UTENSILS. 

~ll which to bring back the gum; the shallow ves els we left at the 

trees will be of little service to them. And I ought to have gone 

with them, to see if my gourds were ripe." 

I relieved my wife's anxiety with the assurance that her sons 

were clever enough to contrive some sub, titute ; then, recalling tlw 

expre sion she had made use of, (( my gourds," I asked her what 

was the meaning of it. 

he then informed me that ::;he referred to a superb plantation of 

pumpkins, of which she had found some seeds among our European 

grains, and these seeds she bad sown in the kitchen garden near 

Jackal River. She led rue thither; and we found among many 

other plant' a con itlerable 

n urn ber of bottle-::;haped 

gourds, such a the peasants 

sometimes cmry to the 

fields. l\Iany were ripe; 

others already formed ; 

several only just in flower. 

\Ye elected a few who ·c 

maturity and shape wouhl 

render them useful to us, 

and began to empty them. 

Then by a dexterous use 

of knife and ·aw, we con
Pu MP Kl~ (Cucutbita pepo ). 

verted them into bottles, plate·, and di. bes. ]3ut Ernest, my 

companion and as ·istant, had little taste for this kind of work, and 

could not help ·howing bis satisfaction when he heard me declare 

that our upply of uten ·ils would be ·ufficient. He flung aside 

hi · knife, and ·eized hi gun, with the intention of pouring a dis

charge of hot among the jays and ortolan of the fig-tree. I 

checked him, le ·t hi un ·ea onable ardour might driYe away for a 

con ·iderable time the peaceable hinl · again t which I meditated an 

equally deadly, but far le · noi:y warfare. 

l\Ieanwhile our two me senge1" had had time enough to collect 

the caoutcbouc in the calaba he::,, for the un wa , already sinking 

and our uten il-manufacture had occupied us during a o-reat part 

o · the uay. Ernest lookecl in the clirection hi brothers had taken, 
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and soon caught sight of them in the distance; they returned at a 
swift gallop, one mounted on the onagra, the other on the 
buffalo. 

" Well:" said I , " have yon succeeded in your mission 't " 
" Succeeded ! " replied Ernest, in a singular tone, " 1 should 

think so, papa i ·• 
They leaped t.o the ground, and showed us what they had 

brought. First, they displayed a piece of anise, which Rudl y had 
stowed away in his buffalo's pannier; a root wrapped up in leaves, 
,vhich they called "monkey's root; " two calabashes :filled with 
caoutchouc, another half-full of terebinth: a bag crammed with wax
berries, and, finally, a crane, which Frederick's eagle had brought 
down and killed. But while exhibiting these treasures, their 
speeches grew so incoherent that I was compelled to request them 
to make their narrative 13, little more connecte<l. 

R udly related how he gained possession of the anise ancl the 
terebinth. Of these two articles the former was certainly super
Ruous in our position, but the latter could not fail to prove of 
great utility. r1~he resin would answer much better than oil in the 
bird-lime I intended to spread about the fig-tree. As I was 
making inquiries in reference to the so-called " monkey's root/' 
Frederick took up the tale :-

" Of what, if any, importance this root may be to us, 1 am un
able to say; but this at least. I may affirm-that its taste is very 
agreeable, and that the manioc approaches it neither in savour nor 
fragrance. We found it at a short distance from the farm, and 
owe its discovery to n. company of apes who were regaling them
selves upon it. You would have lau.ghed to have seen th~se 
hideous and mischievous animals tearing it out of the ground. 
They employed in doing so a method which, I daresay: is not 
familiar to our European labourers, and which would be ludicrous 
enough if they practised it in gathering turnips or carrots ; they 
plucked it by turning head over heels." 

" What! head over heels?" we all exclaimed simultaneously; 
" why, your tale is really marvellous t" 

"Yes, head over heels," answereJ. Frederick. "antl this is how 
they manage. Bach ape, after having- cleared away with his claw8 
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A SCENE 01<' DEROLATIO~. 

a little of the earth round the root he covets, seizes the top of it 

with his teeth and. throws himself head over heels without letting 

go ; he repeats this exercise until his efforts have drawn from the 

. oil the much-desired root. We stood for some time watching the 

grimaces and contortions of these ugl_v animals, but, curious to 

judge for ourselves of the merits of a plant which they seemed to 

relish so greedily, we resolved to disperse themi and occupy the 

fielll of battle. A discharge of musketry would have put to flight 

the whole legion, but, remembering my father's instructions, we 

contented ourselves with galloping through the midst of the 

gourmands, who scattered in all directions. Then we tasted the 

root, and as it seemed to us deliciousi we brought away a few 

pieces, carefully wrapped up in leaves, to see if you could find for 

it any better name than monkey's root: · 

Here Frederick pause cl. 
I again examined the root, and after tasting it, gravely informed 

my sons that their discovery was one of some value, for I believed 

it to be no other than the ginseng ; a sacred plant in China, 

where the people look: upon it as an universal panacea, and the 

emperor alone has a right to the crop. 

Sentinels are stationed about the olaces where it grows, I 

added, but this does not prevent the Americans from smuggling a 

prodigious quantity into China. 

" Bles cd be the apes,'' cried Ernest, " for having put into our 

posse sion this precious treasure of the mandarins ! " 

" Bles, them as much as you plea e," replied Frederick, with 

an expres ion of chagrin; '' but as for me, I curse them! After 

gathering the roots now before you," he continued, "we continued 

our cour e to the caoutchouc-trees. The calabashes were full. 

We emptied their contents into others which were easier to carry, 

and as the sun was still high in the heavens, we thought we would 

ee how our colonists fared in the new farm. But imagine our 

surprise and grief to find the farm all in disorder: the wall ·· of 

the hut thrown down, an<l the planks scattered here and there! 

The hens were trangled; the goats a.nd sheep were huddled up 

together, and trembling with alarm; everywhere, everywhere 

di>struction and devastation! Our beautiful settlement had been 
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sacked ancl plundered from top to bottom by a host of implacabl1: 
enemies, and the e enerrues were the monkeys ! Oh, how I then 
repented that I had dispersed the villains by simply riding through 
th~m, and had not punished them for their hideous outrages by 
striking down half-a-dozen of the wretches! We collected as best 
we could our poor frightened cattle, which came running up to us 
at the welcome sound of our voices; we also did our best to 
repair the gaps in the enclosure; but instead of resting among the 
ruins of our beloved abode we turned towards Swan Lake. It 
was there my eagle brought down the bird you Hee. We then 
began to think of returning, proud of our discoveries, and of all 
the riches we had acquirnd, but overwhelmed with grief at the 
destruction of our farm, and at the sorrow you would experience 
on hearing our melancholy tidings." 

Frederick ceased speaking. 
The news he had brought filled every heart with sadness. I 

immediately perceived the necessity we were under of inflicting a 
signal vengeance on the malignant tribe, for unless we could make 
them fear us, it would be wholly impossible to preserve anything 
in the island. 

I consoled my sons with the assurance that we would quickly 
retrieve our losses, and that, to prevent the recurrence of a similar 
calamity, I would organize a grand monkey-hunt, in which they 
would have numerou opportunities of distinguishing themselves. 

Then we had supper. 
The gin eng was pronounced excellent, but as, from its aromatic 

nature, I looked upon it more as a medicinal remedy than as an 
artide of food, I forbade its too frequent use, while reque. ting my 
wife to include a few roots of it among our choicer plants. The 
sad impression procluced by Frederick's nanative of the ravages of 
the apes gradually wore away, and we separated after our evening 
devotions, deciding that the first task on the morrow should be the 
preparation of the bird-lime. This was a new thing, and my sons 
were too young-that is, too fond of novelty-not to look fonvard 
to it with pleasant anticipations. 
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CHAPTER VIII. , 

There 
The sunshine in the happy glens is fair, 
And by the sea, and in the brakes. 

11fATTIIEW ARNOLD. 

'-""·~ , ..... .r \ 
'"""\ ,.,.,¾, s.i- .{~~ c~.~ S soon as we had exhausted, next day, our cus-

\. l, ,,~ . ~~ '\ . . 
~ r. • '_A;~ -:r.' '5"° tomary and drnrnal occupations; had read 

~ fil prayers, breakfasted, a~d fed. our cattle and 

· poultry, my young family remm<led me of my 

promi es. They were impatient to see my 

rw;-,, projected device in full activity, and antici-

pated much amusement from this new kind of sport. Accordingly 

I commenced the manufacture of the bird-lime: mixing a certain 

quantity of the liquid caoutchouc with some terebinth, I placed it 

over the fire. While the mixture was boiling and thicke11ing into 

con i . tency, I employed the lads in cutting a number of little sticks 

from the bu he . All that remained for us then to do ,ms to dip 

each , tick in the bird-lime, and arrange them among the fig-tree 

branche , where the fruit attracted hundreds of ortolans, finche , 

thru he,, and other bird . And so eager were they, and in such 

rowd <lid they come, that a blind man beating about the tree 

could not have failed to bring down number . This plentifulness 

of game sugge ted to uie another idea. If the ortolan came in 

uch flock during the day, I thought they would hardly be le . 

numerou by nio-ht; and I re olved upon a torch-light hunt, after 

tJ1e manner of the irginian , in the belief it would be both more 

expeditiou · and more productive than the proce of trapping. 

Meanwhile the boy , who laboured teadily at the con trudiou 

of their trap, , were them elve, en, narecL Hands, clothes, face, all 
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were besmeared ·ffith bird-lime, and to such an extent that you could 
not touch them ,i;ithout being covered . Their consternation was 
excessive, and that of our good manageress almost amusing; she 
had little linen to give them for a change. I comforted her and 
them with the information tl1at a few ashes and some clean water 
would suffice for cleansing purposes, and get rid of all "the smears 
and stains that so alarmed her . As for the boys, I ralliecl them 
on their want of skill. 

" I was prepared to see my bird-lime catch larger birds than 
ortolans," said I; " but I never thought it would catch three or 
four clumsy lads." 

They tried to defend themselves, but were not very successful, 
and I showed them how to avoid the inconvenience of smearing 
their fingers, by taking a pair of pincers, and plunging into the 
mixture seven or eight sticks at a time, instead of dipping them i11 
singly. They found this a much pleasanter method. When I 
thought they had got ready a sufficient quantity, I ordered Ruuly 
and Frederick to climb the tree and arrange among the branches 
as many as possible, and in a short time the unfortunate ortolans 
began to fall at our feet, limed about the claws and wings, and 
still attached to the treacherous sticks on which they had perched. 

By degrees the sport became so hot that it was as much as Fritz, 
Ernest, and my wife could do to pick up our victims and kill them, 
while the two climbers replaced among the branches the baits 
which had fallen with the birds, the same trap serving three or 
four times. But, abundant as was the game, I soon perceived that 
the results would not be proportionate to the fatigue imposed upon 
us, especially as Frederick and Rudly, in replacing the traps, had 
to climb from sixty to seventy feet. I therefore meditated 
seriously upon a torch-light hunt, and commenced my pre.parations, 
in which I found the terebinth a powerful auxiliary. · 

While thus occupied, my attention was called by Rudly to a 
very elegant bird, much larger than an ortolan, which he had just 
ensnared. 

" Is not this a pretty creature?" cried the young sport. man; 
"what a pity to kill it! See, papa, it is almost tame; I Jeelare, 
it. seems to recollect me a.~ an old aequaintance.'' 
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" T ~houl<l think it llid," saicl Ernest, who had now joined us, 

and. with his observant eye had already recognized the bird; "T 

r,;honkl think it dill, for it is one of our European pigeons; it ill 

the offi:;pring of a pair which 

brooded last year among the 

branches of our fig-tree." 

Taking the bird from 

Rlltlly's hands, I found, on 

examining it, that Ernest 

was in the right. I rubbed 

with wood ashes those parts 

o[ its leg~ and feathers whic:h 

the bird-lime had smeared, 

and placed it under a hen

coop for safety, already think-

ing over ome means of add- · . $,.' 
1 
j' .J , 

• • /,,' ¼ ~ - - ( ' ,, ,;,!I, 
rng a pigeon-house to our/),?). '~:; "-~~'-=: J. ·.~ (," Ir .· 

; i ,, -- v I ''I ,,,, l 
domestic properties. vVe '1 , • ' • .,_ • ,, : .. i. 

h th d 'iVoon-P1GEON (Culmn/1n paliunbits ). 
ca ug t some o en::, an 

when night came found ourselves the owners of two beautiful 

pair of pigeons. Frederick suggested that we might find a place 

for them in the rock where we resided. I liked the iclea, and rc

solYed upon carrying it out, if pos-

i blc, as soon a we had fini. bed the 

ta.-k which then occupied all our 

ncro·1e '. 

But succe, sful as our hunt had 

been. we as yet had filled but one 

barrel. 

"This will never do," I said; 

"and I have thought of a quicker 

and les toilsome method; only 

tn.ke care before it grows quite 

Jark, to notice in what trees the 

ortolnu . ecm to prefer to roost at 

night." 
ORTr. T.AN (F,ml>,·ri=rt /,r,rt11l1111 n l. 

ln thi matt r we were <]Ui ckly sati. fiecl hy fin<.ling the hark of 

·~~ 20 
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two or three fig-trees covered with their traces; so, after supper 
and a brief interval of rnst, I began my preparations. 

They were very simple, for I required only three or four long 
bamboo canes, a couple of bags, and some torches made of sugar
('.ane and resin. Frederick, our "grand huntsman," looked at me 
with a kind of ironical incredulity; he could not understand how 
I was to effect the wonders I had promised with such strange in
struments. 

Night, in those latitudes, treads close upon the footsteps of re
tiring day. It was soon a deep, dense darkness. We then set 
out, and at the foot of the trees we had taken note of lighted our 
torches. Scarcely had the glare broadened around us in a bright 
wavering circle than a cloud of astonished birds broke from the 
trees, and flew franticly round and round the shifting blaze. 

"Now, gentlemen," said I to my sons, "you see my stratagem 
is not such a bad one after all! Now is your time; I have 
brought the game within your reach; you have only to stretch out 
your arms and effect your captures." 

At the same moment I handed to each a bamlioo cane, and set 
the example by striking right and left among the ortolans . The 
poor birds fell as fast and thick as heavy rain, so that we quickly 
filled our two bags. Our torches lasted u~ until we regained 
Falcon's-Nest, and as the bags were too heavy for any one person 
to carry, we slung them upon our sticks, and divided their weight 
among four of us. The darkness of the night, the flaming torches, 
the burdens borne by each couple, invested our march with a 
strange, mysterious character, and reminded us of the funereal pro
cessions we had read of in certain romances. 

We arrived safely at Falcon's-Nest, and before going to sleep, 
inspectecl our game-bags, to put an end to the sufferings of the 
unfortunate birds stunned, but not killed, by our blows. Next 
day all hands were engaged in picking, cleanin_g, and preparing 
this new provision, a necessary but not very agreeable task, which 
occupied us until evening. We :filled two barrels with the ortolans, 
half roasted, and preserved in butter. 

I had not forgotten, among these culinary labour1', the expedi
tion whicl1 I meditated against the apes, and T now fixed it defi• 
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nitive1y for the following day. We rose early; my wife supplieJ us 
with provisions for a couple of days, and we set out. Frederir.k 
mounted the onagra, I took the a s, Rudly and Erne t were seated 
together on the buffalo's back, which carried, moreover, our rations, 
our field-tent, and other necessaries. We took our fire-arms, but 
not with the intention of using them; I hoped to make the resin 
aml caoutcbouc answer every purpose, and I filled with these sub
stance an immense leather bag shaped like a bottle, which was 
more convenient to carry than any kind of vessel. 

T had announced to my sons that the war to ·which I was leading 
them would be "war to the knife," and that I was fully deter
mined to put a stop, at once and for ever, to the malice of our 
enennes. 

" This i the reason," I added, " that I wished Fritz and your 
mother to tay at Falcon's-I est, and spare them a painful spec
tacle.'' 

The idea of death, which I ltall thus put before them, strongly 
imp re .. ed the imagination of my young hearers, and I listened 
\vith a certain degree of pleasure to the objections they suggested, 
but I ditl not the les. persi, t in my project, and hastened to correct 
their sentiments on this subject. 

Here is the whole que tion, I observed: between us and the 
ape exi. t. a mortal r1uarrel. If they tlo not yield, we must yield; 
it i .. a matter of self-pre ervation. Undoubtedly the effo ion of 
blood and needle s killing, are horrible; but, under uch circum
stance a the~e, they become lawful and excu able. 

I upported my statement with a long array of arguments and 
compari ·on ; but I cannot boa t that all my reasoning produced 
any . ignal effect on the naturally com pas, ionate and kindly dis-
po ition of my ons. I did not cunvince them, but I ucceeded rn 
making them under tand 0mething of the imperious law of 
nece:--:ity. 

During thi di cu sion we reached the border of the lake, which 
we found covered with beautiful lilie . I elected a favourable ite 
for our encampment, and we de cended from our teed . Our tent 
wa immediately pitched; we fastened clog to the leg of our 
r;attle to prevent them from . traying, tied up our dog , and went 
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in quest of tl1e enemv. The farm or rather what remained of it 
• l I 

was abandoned. The spectacle of its sad disorder, of its shattered 

walls, of its min and desolation, wounded me to the heart, nnd 

confirmed the determination I liad formed to exact a severe retri

bution. 
Frederick was despatched to scout. Before long he returned 

with the information that he had discovered the plundering horde 

at some di tance off, tranquilly playing and contending with one 

another on the threshold of the wood . Immediately we prepared 

to carry out the plan I had designed. Around tl1e farm, at 

irregular inlervals, we planted a number of small posts, taking 

care to fix them very loosely in the ground. We interlaced them 

with long flexible lianas, and here anu there deposited some opened 

cocoa-nuts, small gourds filled with cooked rice or maize, fruits, or 

palm-wine, of which I knew tl1e monkeys were inordinately fonJ 

-8mearing posts, arnl lianas. and cocoa-nut , and shells very 
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thickly with caoutcbouc glue. We also spreatl our baitt; 011 the 

roof of the hut, along the trees at whose foot I had planted the 

acacia-branches, and smeared with glue these, and the thorns of 

the stone-pines, and every kind of fruit, so that it was impossible 

to penetrate into the kind of labyrinth we had constructed without 

lifting up a post, and impossible to touch one of the ves els of' rice 

or palm-wine without remaining glued to it. l\Iy sons asked my 

permi sion to place some traps among the neighbouring trees. I 

consented; and as soon as the ambuscade appeared complete, we 

retired to our tent, that the enemy might have leisure to approach. 

The day passed, however, without any incident. I began to fear 

that the cunning animals had caught sight of us, and mistrusted 

the nature of onr operations. At night, after cloi11g justice to the 

cold meat we had brought with us, we retired to rest, aml nothing 

distnrbed our slumbers . 

,Ve rose early on the following morning; but the apes were 

before u , and the first thing which met our gaze was the entire 

troop coming up in the distance, and directing their course towards 

our hut. It is impos. ible to conceive anything more amusing 

than the march of this hideous army; some stalked on their hind 

ieet, and advanced maje tically, like men; olhers moved on all

fours; ,vhile the younge. t leaped from tree to tree, and indulged 

in a thou and comical trit:k . We remainetl perfectly still, lest we 

should alarm them, ancl put them to flight, and we soon had the 

. ati. faction of ,eeing them involvell in the labyrinth we Im.cl so 

ingeniously constructed. What I had foreseen now actually 

occurred; in a few minutes the whole company was one single 

ma ; united one to another by the o-luey lianas, po t , and cala

ba he , which adhered tenacion, ly to their hairy skins. It was a 

trnnge and truly a burlesque pectacle, the efforts they made to 

free them -elve from their unwelcome bonds; but all was in vain, 

and from every side aro e a cry of baffiecl rao-e and fury; never 

had I een uch hideous grimace , ' nch horrible contortion . 

Tho e who, e gree<line had led them to the rice and palm-wine, 

bad the ca]aba. he. firmly glued to their face ; others dracrged the 

po t · and liana, behind them, and grew frantically indignant at 

th e.ir incum brance.. At length, wh n I th ought the ll isorder com-
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pleLe, we let loose our clogs; they pounced furiously upon the troop, 

and tore them with their teeth; while we, on our part, laid about 

us with heavy sticks . 

The unfortunate apes uttered the most lamentable groans, and 

rolleJ. at our feet as if they would fain have besought our pity; 

but I had determined " no quarter" should be given, and we did 

not rest until we had finished the task of extermination. Our 
sticks were red with blood; and the scene could only be compared 

to that of a battle-field whe11 the fight is over. 

l\1y sons were horrified at what we had done, and expressed 

themselves with an energy which I was far from blaming. 

" No more of these massacres," they exclaimed, " however 

necessary they may appear; the apes are too like humanity; th~ir 

cries and supplicating gestures are frightful to hear and see." 

'Vv e dug a trench three feet deep, and interred the slain. I 

thought it prudent to surround the place with a paiisade, so as to 

keep off our cattle . Feeli11g very weary, we then enjoyed a little 

rest, and I sought, by conversing on various topics, to divert the 

minds of my sons from the gloomy ideas suggested by the 

slaughter we had accomplished. Afterwards we laboured at tne 

restoration of our farm. We re-collected the stray cattle, and 

having done as much as our limited time allowed to restore order1 

we raised our tent, and started for home . Before setting out, 

however, we made a new capture; that of two beautiful birds 

larger than the ordinary ringdoYe, whit:h I recognized as Molucca 

pigeons; their plumage was brilliantly coloured with blue, green, 

yellow, purple, and violet. This prize war-; due to Frederick, who 

had placed a small shell of rice, well smeared with glue, on a palm

tree while we had been busy about the ambuscade for the apes; 

and the birJ.s were taken in it. After cleansing their wings from 

the glue that covered them, we tied together their feet, and 

, carri ed them with us, to be admitted into the new pigeon-house 

which we had intended to construct at Tent-Town. 

We hastened to return to Falcon's-Nest, where our dear com

panions heartily welcollled us. My wife was J.elighted with our 

n.ew captives, and warmly appro, ed my project of a pigeon-house. 

Oonsequentl_y, our cart w::is i11JJ11 ciliatelv loarlcd with provisions, 
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HVILDl~U A DOVE-CU'l'K 

;\lOLUCCA PIGEON (Columba dilopHa ). 

and with all thing. nece sary for a few days sojourn in the country, 

and we took the road to Tent-Town. 

A oon a we had arrived there I cho e a suitable po. ition for 

our dove-cote in a part of the rock near the cavern. The stone, 

after a foot or two, became quite soft, and we soon excavated at a 

height of ten feet from the ground a hollow sufficiently large to 

accommodate twenty pair of pigeon . On a couple of beams or 

prop fixe<l in the rock we placed a plank for a small platform, anJ 

protected it by a . loving roof in front; the rece s was closed with 

a door in which we maJ.e a loophole to admit air an<l light, and a 

rope ladder ·u pended to one of the prop enabled u to a cenll and 

look after the gentle inhabitant . \Ve pent several weeks of hard 

work in con tructing thi little edifice, in fa tening the timber 

ecurely, coYering the interior with a coat of pla ter to exclude the 

damp fixing a perch or two, and arranging the ne, t ; we were 

con trained, in fact, to appeal anew to that magical charm which 

had already conquered o many ob tacle and surmounted so many 

difficultie -the magic of energy and patience. l\Iy little work

men had learned the efficacy of the e two grand agencie , and 

brought to tlic•ir labour. a zeal and a per everance beyond their 

y ar:. 
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"Well," 8aid I to Frederick, "there is the lrnilding, but wliut 

about the inhabitants? It will require all our cleverness, I fancy, 
to induce our pigeons, both wild and tarne, to take np tl1eir resi
dence in these new quarters; it is not only necessary they should 
E-tay here, bu£ they must bring their companions with them." 

" It seems to me, papa," answered Frederick, "that without 
sorcery or enchantment this will never be done." 

"Sorcery? no; but, <lifficult as it appears, I intend to attempt, 
and I hope to succeed, with the assistance you can render me." 

" Oh, I am quite ready, papa! you have only to give your 
orders; I am impatient to know bow you will set about your 
task." 

" It is to a pigeon-dealer I owe the secret I ant going to put to 
the proof. I don't guarantee its snccess, for I have never before 
tried it; but it consists simply in perfuming the new pigeonry 
with anise. It is said that pigeons are so partial to its scent that 
they will return every evening to enjoy it, and thus accu8tom 
themselves to their new residence. We make with salt, clay, and 
anise a solid lump, which we place in the centre of the pigeon
house; they begin pecking at it, their wings rub it off, and it is in 
this way they insensibly exchange their wild wandering life for a 
domesticated condition." 

"Nothing seems easier," exclaimed Frederick; "and chance has 
befriended us wonderfully, for the root of anise brought borne by 
RucUy will just answer your purpose. We will crush out its seeds 
with a stone, and if by this process we don't obtain as pure an oil 
as we should by distillation, it will not be less good nor less 
odorous." 

"I am of the same opinion," replied I; "and I heartily con
gratulate myself now tbat I allowed Rudly to put in the ground a 
plant which, when he discovered it, I thought of very little value.'' 

We immediately proceeded to prepare our oil of anise, and with 
tl1e powerful-smelling liquid I rubbed the door of the pigeon· 
house, the perches, and every place which the pigeons were likely 
to touch with their wings or claws. Next, I made a kind of cake 
with salt, anise, and clay, which I exposed for a short time to a 
moderate fire, until it was thoroughly interpenetrated with the 
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aromatic odour of the plant, and, after placing it in the middle of 

the dove-cot, we shut in the pigeom; we had recently marle cap

tive. W c left them there a couple of c1ayR, with a supply of food, 

that they might have time to enjoy at their leisure the smell of 

the anise. 
When our little lads, who dnring this period had been working 

with their mother in the kitchen-garden, returned, we solemnly 

announced to them that the pigeons had taken pos. e, sion of their 

new residence. Then it was who should climb the ladder fir t to 

<Tet a peep at the feathered tenants I The two panes of i inglass I 
had let into the door were invaded by eager eyes, but I ob erved 

with plea ure that the pigeons did not seem frightened at the ap

pan t1on. They continued pecking at the ani, e cake, and when I 
cnterell their abode, received me as if they had been thoroughly 

tamed. 
Two days elapsed, and I grew curious to ascertain whether there 

wa really any virtue in the charm. 

On the third morning I roused Frederick very early, and 

llirected him to rub with fresh anise oil the little trap in the 

pigeon-house cloor, ancl the cord which, running through a pulley, 

erved to rai e it. This he did, ancl without saying a word in 

reference to our preparations, we awoke all the family. I informed 

lhern that this wa the day appointed for the release of our 

pri oner, and everybody wa quickly up and stirring. We 

arranged our clve in two lines on either side of the door. I 
intru tecl Rudly with the cord, and striving hard to preserve a 

erious air, I de. cribecl with a stick some magical circles in the 

air, and muttered a few incoherent words like a wonderful conjura

tion. 
,Vhcn I had fini hed I ordered Rudly to pull the rope which 

he held in hi · hand. At fir t the captives timidly popped forth 

their heads; next they vcntur d upon the platform; and then, on 

a sudden, they ·oared to uch an elevation above us that my wife 

nnd on, following their flight with training eye , thought they 

were for ever lo t to u . But, as if they had only ri en to that 

astonishing hcio·ht to rn brace at a glance the va t extent of land 

ancl r:,ea which spread beneath them , they immediately de, c ndetl, 
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and quietly hovered around the pigeomy tLey bad just before 
quitted. 

This little incident, which I had not foreseen, added greatly to 
the effect of my pretended magic, and I hastened to say, in my most 
serious ton~,-

" I was certain of it ; though they were so high in the clouds, I 
k:new they were not lost." 

" How could you know that, 1,iapa ? " inquired Ernest. 
'' Because," I answered, •· my charm held them fast to the 

. h ,, pigeon- ouse . 

" Your charm I" cried Rudly ; " are you then a con3uror, 
papa?" 

" Stupid!" said Ernest, "are there any conjurors ?" 
"Yes, yes," exclaimed Frederick ; "and you, my dear professor, 

shall soon see some magical feats which will surpass all your 
scie11ce." 

At this moment, _the pigeons, which were quietly pecking at our 
feet, again drew our attention. The two Moluccas suddenly qwtted 
their European brethren, and started in the direction of Falcon's
N est with such rapidity that they were soon lost to sight. 

" Adieu, gentlemen ! " cried Rudly, taking off his hat, and 
executing a thousand comical gestures-" adieu, gentlemen, and a 
prosperous journey!" 

My wife and Fritz began lamenting the loss of these beautiful 
birds. I, however, preserved a serene countenance, and, as if I were 
addressing myself to some aerial spirit, murmured in a low voice, 
.turning in the direction of the fugitives, the following words :-

" Go, little ones, go; I give you leave of absence until to
morrow ; but llo not forget to return, and, above all, bring back 
with you your comrades." 

I then turned towards my young family, who stood astonished 
and stupefied by my strange address, and were half inclined to 
think me serious. 

" There," said T, "we have :finished for the present with the 
strangers; let us now-see what we can do with our compatriot ." 

The latter did not seem by any means inclined to follow the 
example of their congeners. Content to flutter about us, and peck 
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ut the ground, they were already cowJ_Jletely tamed; LLey had once 

more enjoyed the shelter of a pigeon-house, and willingly resorted 

to it. 
"'These, at least," said Rudly, "are not beasts! 'rhey prefer a 

good home and plenty of food to the wind and rain the others have 

. h f" gone rn searc o . 

" \Vait a little, wait a little," rejoined Frederick, confidently; 

"did you not hear papa ::speaking to his familiar spirit, who will 

bring them back to us ? " 

"A familiar spirit!" exclaimed Ernest, ::;hrugging his shoulders; 

"such balderdash won't do for me, my boy l" 

' I ot so fast," said I, in my turn; " it is by the result we must 

jULlge the means, in all cases of magic, and I preclid that the 

means I have employed will be crowned with success." 

\Ve spent the remainder of the clay in the neighbourhooJ. of the 

pigeon-house, conversing upon son;ery and the pigeons it was to 

re ·tore to us. \Ve often lifted our glance to the skies, and looked 

towards Falcon's-Nest, bnt no bright wings appeared. Evening 

came, and with it ilence; our European pigeons retired to their 

roost in tranquillity. For ourselves, our evening meal was a pecu

liarly merry one, and we flung ourselves upon our cotton mat

tresses to await the coming of the morrow, and with that morrow 

my victory or defeat. 

Next day we resumed our cu tornary labours. I was growing 

anxious for the return of the fugitives; my sons were imJ_Jatient to 

see the i sue of the affair; all, in fact, looked fonrnrd to the even

ing ,Yith restless feelings; but lo! a little after noon, Rudly came 

running towards u ·, clap1Jing his hand , and gaily shouting,-

•· Ile has returned! he lrns returnetl ! Ile has positively made 

ltis re appeanrnee ! " 

' \Vho is he ? \Vho is it?" we demanded of him. 

"The blue pigeon," he replied ; "the blue pigeon, the beautiful 

blue pigeon! Cvme, come and see it." 

' Bah ! " rejoined the unbelieving Ernest; " what a sorry 

joke ! It i ' not worth going so far lo see an empty pigeon

hou, e ! " 
'' \\' liu knows l " 1 u1tl Lu tbe l-Jl"Ol'es ·or; ' uow, I vut lull luitb 
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in my science, anJ shall be no more astonished at the return of tbe 
second pigeon tbau I am at that of the first." 

Frederick askeLl Ruclly wh_ether the blue pigeon had not brought 
back his mate; but our hasty friend ha,l not the gift of seeing so 
much as that at a single glance, and had not troubled himself to 
ascertain. :Bnt 011 reachiug the dove-house we found not only the 
blue pigeon, but perched on the outer platform his gay-coloured 
mate, w horn he was coaxing to enter the interior. He thrust in 
his head, and then returned to entice his companion; and such was 
his address that he prevailed over her reluctance, and we had the 
satisfaction of seeing both installed in the pigeonry. 

The boys then wanted to close the trap, that we might wake 
sure of our prisoners; but I would not permit them, because I felt 
assured we should have to open it again by-and-by. 

"How will the two whose return I expect this evening, how 
will they enter if we shut the door in their face?" 

"I begin to think," exclaimed my wife, at length, '' there if:! 
something extraordinary in all this, and if you have not resorted 
to sorue kind of enchantment I do not understand it." 

" Chance! It's all pure chance!" said Ernest. 
"Chance!" rejoined I, laughing; "that might answer once; but 

will you call it chance if the other pigeon returns this evening with 
her mate?" 

"Humph! I shall certainly then feel nonplussed; but it is 
improbable that the same phenomenon will occur twice on the same 
l " oay. 

While we ,vere thus conversing, Frederick suddenly interrupted 
us; his eagle eyes had caught ight of the secontl. pair, whose arrival 
we were expecting. 

"I see them ! ,-rhey are coming ! " he shouted. 
And before long our two fugitives were fluttering above our 

heads. They were received with such joyous manifestations that 
I was compelled to interfere, lest the clamour should frighten away 
the two birds so effectually that not even the fragrant anise would 
draw them back. 

Silence was restored, and the two new-comers entered witl1 the 
same ceremonies as their preLlecessors. 
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'' Ah, well," sait1 1 to Erne, t, "what no you imy now, 1r . 

Profes or ? You see the second pair have returned like the fir. t." 

"I do not know what to say," he an were<l with a erious face; 

'it is all extraonlinary; but as for sorcery and magic, I cannot 

believe in thF;m ! ,, 
'· I am ~lad you are not credulous: but if there should appear 

to-day a third pair of Ioluecas, would you call it good fortune or 

chance?,, 
Brne t did not re-ply, but his silence wa far from wearing the 

character of conviction. We returned to our work, leaving Fritz 

and his mother to get ready the dinner. But scarcely had we been 

away two hours before our little sculJion made his appearance, with 

a grave air and compo, eel mien. 

" fost illu trious signiors," he said. in tones of mo~k solemnity, 

"I have the honour to invite you. in name of our good mother, to 

meet a new and truly royal pigeon, who, with his beloved spouse, 

has jru;t taken possession of the ma~nificent ralace you prepared 

for him." 
"A woncler ! a miracle! You are welcome, Mr. Messenger," we 

eagerly replied. '' Oh, what §!OOd new ! " 

\Ve hastened to the pigeon-house. where my wife. warning us to 

b silent, -pointed with her finger to two magnificent birds, which 

the Moluccas in the interior eemed eagerly pressing to hare their 

commodious domicile. 
"I give it up," said Erne t; "my science and my limited in-

tel1ig nee are regularly baftled ; but I know that there i no 

orcerv in the matter. Come! pa!Ja, I hope you will bring us 

acquainted with your . ecret." 

Little Fritz, who bad heard u pronounce everal times tho 

word· "magic" and " orcery," be'Ought us to explain them, anc1 

to . ay if th y did not both refer to one and the a.me thing. 

" early," I an wered; 'the firi:;t of the,e two words differs 

only from the .ccond in it fornign orio-in. It comes from Per ·ia, 

where rnge. and philo. op her formerly bore the name of magi; 

but a. , in the eye ' of the icrnorant, ·cience often a ume a uper

natural character from the wonderfnlne · of it ff ect , the two 

wordB be~ame confu ed in common u e, and orcery i ' freqn nlly 
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called rnagic. Otherwise, in both the same main principle pro
vails ; that is, a more or less profound acquaintance ·with certain 
secrets of nature which are umegarded by the vulgar, and may be 
employed either for good or evil; so that there may be good magic 
and bad magic." 

Fritz inquired if the magic lantern belonged to the good or the 
bad magic. I satisfied him on this point, and after a few questions 
on magic and magicians, Master Ernest, who never lost sight of 
anything, took me up very adroitly with a reference to my recent 
achievement. 

" Since you say that sorcery consists simply in tl1e employment 
of certain natural means unknown to the common people, tell us 
what were those you employed to bring back the pigeons ! " 

I did not wish to prolong our young professor's embarrassment, 
and I explained in detail the various steps which Frederick and I 
had taken. RucUy laughed heartily on finding that the mysterious 
charm was nothing more than his root of anise! I did not forget 
to praise Erne t for his clear reasoning and sagacious incredulity; 
and I recommended our impetuous Rudly to imitate his brother in 
this respect, and not to accept so readily as he was wont to do the 
very fo·st idea broached in his hearing. 
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The following days were devoted to the completion of our 
pigeonry, and we saw with pleasure that its new inhauitants had 
permanently established th emselves beneath its hospitable roof. 
They lrnn already begun to make their nests. Among the herbs 
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w hieh they collecte l for this purpose, I distinguished a ort of long 

grey moss, which I had already remarked on the trunks of the 

aged trees, hanging from them in great clustering wreaths . J 

recognized it a the plant which is employed in India, instead of 

hor. ehair, for stuffing mattresses . The Spaniards also weave it 

into a rope of such lightness, that a ball of twenty feet, fastened to 

the , ummit of a mast, will float in the wind like a banner. J 

informed my wife of this discovery, and the reader will understand 

with how much gratification she welcomed it; for a good hom,e

wife it was another treasure, and lier sanguine imagination saw in 

1t thread, and cloth, and all those domestic goods whose real value 

can only be appreciated by the mother of a family . 

At intervals we found aiuong 

the ordure of the pigeon-house 

1:,ome nutmeg ; this precious 

. pice was brought to us by the 

l\lolucca . We washed them, 

and though they were stripped 

oft heir fibrou hu k, committed 

them to the earth, but without 

cheri hing any excited hopes 

of the succe vf our plantation. 

-nr e were engaged for about 

a fortnight in this kind of work, 
Nunrno (Myrica ,. 

either attending to our pigeons or to other internal arrangemeuta 

and dome tic conveniences which our new residence needed. The 

three pair of native pigeon grew rapidly familiar with the 

pigeonry, and oon became quite as docile as their European con

gener . 'l'he latter multiplied in such a ratio, their broods suc

ceecled each other at such short interval , and were so numerous, 

that we were compelled to fix a limit; or our beautiful blue 

pigeon would infallibly have been turned out of doors by thi 

increa incr population. We therefore reduced the European pigeons 

to five pair · and a the increa e wa not wholly dne to the natural 

multiplication o[ the family, but al o to frequent migration from 

Falcon' - Ie t to the cavern we laid a snare for the intruder , .s1.nil 

every morning placed our traps around the pigeonry before we 
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opened iL. T11 i~ stratagem-a murderous one for the fcatliercrl 
victims !-furnished onr cuisine for some time with a provision not 
less abundant than delicate, and gave a respite to Frederick's eagle. 

The monotony of our existence was somewhat relieved about 

this time by an adventure of which Master Ruc11y was the hero. 

One day he set out alone on an expedition whose end and object 
he did not enlighten us about; but his absence was of brief dura

tion, and he returned covered from head to foot with a thick l11ack 

REEDS ( Calami). 

mud, and dragging after him a bundle of Spanish reeds, which 
were equally soiled. Tears filled his eyes; and from the irregu

larity of his gait, it was evident he had lost one of his shoes. At 
his tragi-comical appearance we cou1d none of us refrain from 
laughing; his mother alone did not join in the general hilarity, 
ancl even received him with some degree of coldness. 

" Truly," she exclaimed, " we should have to search far to find 
your equal ! Do you think we have a complete wardrobe at your 
service, that you go and lose your clothes in this manner? H ow 
did you get yourself into such a woful condition?" 

" Ha, ha, ha ! " shouted Frederick; " he resembles a Barbary 
dnck ! " 

"Not exactly," rejoined Ernest; "he is the god Neptune, and 
lias just emerged from his watery realm with all his mythological 
uttrihutes ! " 

"Laugh, gentlemen, laugh ," said Rudly, in a tone of vexation; 
" J have not the less had a narrow escape with my life." 

These words rendered me attentive; and I reprimanded his two 
brothers for the unkindness of their ridicule. " The e are not," T 
said 1 "tlie sentiments of brothers." Then I requested the gloomy 
hero to relate the inciclents of his adventure. 
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"Where have you been,' I inquired, '' to rn11rlr.r yourself so 
uncomfortah1e ?" 

" To Flamingo Marsh." 
" But what on earth took you there?'' 
" Alas!" replied the poor boy, smiling, " J we1(;:, to gather some 

Spanish reeds to make baskets for our pigeons and similar useful 
articles." 

"Your intention was praiseworthy, and it would be doubly 
unjust to thank you only by sarcasms. It is not your fault if the 
enterprise did not succeed as you could have wished." 

" No, indeed, it has not succeeded as I could have wished; and 
but for two bundles of reeds, I think I should certainly have lost 
my life. To plait my baskets I wanted thin, :flexible reeds. All 
those on the edge of the marsh were much too big, and therefore 
I pushed towards the centre, leaping from turf to turf until I 
reached a spot where there was nothing but black thick mud. 
l\1y feet sunk into it at the outset, without my paying much at
tention; but soon I was immersed to the knees, and I felt myself 
gradually sinking deeper and deeper, until the mud was up to my 
chest. I called for help with all my might, but no one heard me." 

" I think the noise of the wind and the waves must have drowned 
your voice," said Frederick, " for you may be sure that if we had 
heard you, we should have lost not a moment in hastening to your 
assistance." 

" However," continued the young adventurer, "if there were 
no human beings within call, I had a companion who never fails 
me. My young jackal heard me, and dashing through the morass, 
made the air resound with his incessant barking and howling. " 

"But why," inquired Ernest, "dicl not you have recourse to 
swimming? You, who surpass every one of us in that exer
cise?" 

" Sage advice, truly I I should like to see you swimming in a 
.·wamp, with a forest of reeds around you, and a belt of mud close 
up to your arms! But listen, and I will tell you bow I at length 
escaped. Wh en I perceived that my voice was all spent upon the 
air, and that neither my cries for help nor the howling of the 
jackal brought you to my assistance, I began to think of extricat-

(372) 21 
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ing myself from my embarrassment, for I felt I " ·as sinking deeper 
every minute, ·and had no time to lose . I drew my knife from 
my pocket, and cut away around me till I had collected two large 
bundles of reeds, which I placed under my arms to serve as a sup
port. On these I leaned with all my might, and by alternately 
moving my chest, armi:;, and legs, I succeeded in partially freeing 
mysel£ from the damp prison in which I was nearly suffocated. 
?lfeanwhile my jackal stood on the bank, continually howling, as if 
he longed to lend me some assistance. I thought of a method of 
utilizing his evident good,vill: I called him to rue, and catching 
hold of his tail with a firm grasp, the brave little fellow made such 
good use of his paws that he drew me to tena fii·ma." 

"Heaven be praised, my poor boy," said I, "that you are re
stored to us in safety! You may well thank your jackal, while 
we acknowledge the presence of mind you exhibitecl under such 
Llifficult circumstances." 

" Who knows ! " remarked Frederick ; " perhaps not one of us 
would have imagined such a means of escape." 

"For my own part," added Ernest, "I really do not know what 
I shoidd have done." 

" Oh, your inventive mind," replied Rudly, "would have de
vised something, I am confident, provided your prudence had not 
been too long in coming to a decision. There is nothing like 
necessity; it is the best master." 

"But you forget one important thing," remarked their mother, 
"which necessity teaches-namely, Prayer. What would be the 
use of all our attempts and resolutions, unless favoured by Pro
vidence?" 

" True, true, mamma," answered Rudly; "and in my danger I 
recited all the prayers I knew. I recalled the disastrous day of 
our shipwreck ; I remembered that God had then assisted us 
because we had turned our hearts towards His throne ; and I 
thought that perhaps He would have pity on me in my di, tress if 
I humbled myself before Him." 

" Good, my boy," I exclaimed; "and God indeed did hear 
you, for if you are now in safety, it i because He willed it. It 
\\'as He wl1 0 gave strength to your arm, who inspiret1 vou with tl1e 
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happy idea that proved your salvation; it was He who made the 
jackal reply to the summons of your voice. Glory, then, and all 
honour to God! let us thank Him with our lips and with our 
heart!" 

Meanwhile the poor adventurer had been washed and cleansed 
by his mother, who rinsed his jacket in the brook, where it left a 
black muddy trail. We also washed his reeds, and having com
pleted these very needful matters, began to speculate in what 
manner we could best make use of his prize. They were too stout 
and hard to be plaited as they were. We therefore split them up 
into long thin strips, and commenced our apprenticeship to the 
art of basket-making. My sons understood but little of it, and 
their inexperience was the frequent cause of quarrels among them: 
in which I was always obliged to intervene. I lost no opportunity 
of reminding them that, as a general law, "union was strength;" 
and that in our case in particular, the success of the colony wholly 
depended upon our mutual agreement. As their dispositions were 
naturally good, they al ways listened very readily to my advice; 
but their impetuosity often prevailed over their better knowledge, 
ancl their disputes recommenced on the first opportunity. 

With Rudly's reeds I now began the construction of a machine 
which my wife bad long been in want of-a weaving-loom. Two 
reeds split up their entire length, and firmly fastened with cord in 
such a manner as to preclude their warping or curving while being 
dried, furnished the four bars rnquired for the part called by the 
weavers the combs. For the teeth of these combs the boys cut me 
a number of small pieces of wood, and having collected these in
dispensable materials, I put them aside in a secure corner, without 
saying a word to anybody of their intended destination, as I wisbeJ 
to surprise my wife with the machine when completed. The jokes 
levelled at my little sticks, which my boys pleasantly designated 
tnothpi'cks, found me quite impa ive, and I kept my secret. 

"What are you going to do with all those bits of wood?" in
quired my wife, with a woman's natural curiosity. 

'' Oh, 'tis a fancy of mine ! " said I, laughing. " I am going 
to make you a superb musical in trument after the manner of the 
Hottentots-a yom-yom I Give me time to finish it ilnd you will 



WHAT JS A GOM-GO.M i 

thank me heartily; nay, you shal I be tlie first to dance to jtil 
melodious strai11s ." 

" Dance ! Indeed, I have something else to do. 
music, I can assure you, will have no cLan11s for 
remain in thi island." 

Dancing and 
me while we 

"If you arc really intuuLling to construct a gom-gom," said 
Ernest, " our little sticks will be of no use; for the gom-gom is 
nothing more than a few strings stretched tightly over half a 
gourd, ancl the musician plays upon these strings with the quill of 
a feather." 

" A splendid instrument!" cried Rudly; " well adapted, I should 
say, to frighten cats and dogs ! " . 

" However that may be, my description of it is quite correct; 
for I have seen one, and the sound it produces closely resembles 
the monotonou syllable gom-gom, gom-gom." 

My wife then returned to the cl1arge, and all I could do was to 
repeat my promise, that when the instrument was finished she 
should be the first to enjoy its use, and that I was sure she would 
need both her hands and feet to play it. 

About this time our onager presented us with a pretty little 
foal. We received it with much satisfaction, for it was not only 
another beast of burden added to our stock of useful animals, but 
also another courser who might one day make a distinguished 
figure in our cavalcade. I bestowed upon him the significant 
name of Rasch, or Swiftsure; for I intended him more particularly 
for purposes of equitation, and I was delighted to see that his 
form, as it developed, gave every promise of strength and speell. 

The approach of the rainy sea on, and our recollection of the 
tlifficulty we had experienced in collecting every evening those 
animals we had allowed free pa turage in the fields, set me thinking 
of some means of easing our labour; and T resolved to accustom them 
to return to their sheds at sunset when a sort of horn was souurled, 
which I made out of a large shell, with a piece of wood fitted to 
it like the mouthpiece of a :flageolet. We accompanied our first 
experiments on this instrument with a liberal distribution of food 
and salt, which insured the succes ' of our invention. The pigs 
alone were restive, aml manife. ted a preference for a state of free-
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dom, but we abandoned them willingly to their own devices, 
knowing that whenever we wanted them our dogs could hunt 

them up. 
I otwitlir-;tamling all the additions and improvements we had 

made to our winter-palace, a reservoir was still wanted for fresh 
water, which we were compelled to fetch from the Jackal River. 

As uch a journey would have been impossible every day during 

the winter season, I was anxious to remedy the inconvenience 
\Jefore the rain commencerl. The idea occurred to me of bringing 

an aqueduct from the brook, and of thus securing a fountain of 
living water, as ·we had done at Falcon's-Nest. For onr tubes we 

made u e of bamboo canes fitted one into another; we upported 

them upon strong wooden props, and a cask sunk in the ground 

:ervecl for ba ·in. 1..'he work was rude and rough, but ,ve proposed 
to render it more elegant, as well as more complete, when the 

weather permitted. As it was, it answered its object admirably, 
and my good wife declared she was as well contented with it as if 

the fountain had been wrought in the pure t marble, and surrounded 

by sculptured sea-hor c , dolphins, or naiads, pouring the crystal 

lymph through mouth and no trils ! 
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, rmny ea ·on approach cl rapidly, and 
we lrn cl to expedite all our labours lest 
we should be surpri:ctl by it. Especially 
we . ct to work to to-tore our harvest: the 
grains, the fruit of all kind which sur
rounrlecl our plantation, the potatoe the 

ri ce, the guavas, the pine-apple , the 
ani c, the ca,. ava, nothing wa, forgotten. 

W c renewed our 8owing-. as in th preceding year, in the hope that 
the Rnropean grains which we thus committed to the fre. h-dug 
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earth woultl be more quickly and more favourably developed by 
the humidity of the season. 

We filled the canvas bags made by my wife with these various 
products, and placed them on the back of our patient.beasts, who 
carried them to our magazines, and there we piled up the contents 
in casks and barrels . This task was not accomplished without 
difficulty, any more than the harvest; for the barley, having been 
sown at different times, was not all equally ripe, and we had to 
make our choice among the ears, which was not particularly easy. 
I resolved next year to grow it, according to rule, in a field pro
perly prepared for the purpose. We had now a pair of buffaloes 
to assist in the work, and. nothing was wanted but a double yoke 
for our team, which I proposed to manufacture during our winter 
seclusion. We ought, I felt, to become in time most accomplished 
labourers, for we ·were successively cartwrights, boat-builders, 
farmers, carpenters, basket-makers, architects, gardeners; and, in 
a word, adepts in every occupation to which Necessity, that great 
teacher of men in all industrial arts, had made us serve an appren
ticeship. 

t IMNWIIILE, the rams hml begun ; ancl 
heavy floods descending at intervals 
made us hasten our concluding labours. 
Gradually the horizon became loaded 
with dense cloud·, while raging winds 
came swirling up from the sea, driving 
the waves before them in mountains of 
spray and foam, and for nearly twenty 
days we witnessed one of the most 

majestic, but also one of the most awful, spectacles which ever the 
mind of man conceived or the eye of man beheld . 

It seemed as if all nature were convulsed: the great trees bent 
before the blast with horrible moans and lamentations; swift fla hes 
of lightning and deafening peals of thunder mingled with the in
cessant noises of the rains and winds ;-in a word, all the voices of 
earth, sea, and air blended in u sublime harmony, of which the 
growling thunder furnishcJ the busc, while the shrill wliisLliHgs oJ 
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the hurricane filled up tl1e parts with their clearer and more 
sonorous notes. 

Vl e endeavoured to recall the opening scenes of the previous 
winter; but whether it was that our memories served us badly, or 
that a present danger always appears more formidable than a past 
peril, it seemed to us as if the tempests of the preceding year had 
not been of so violent a character. However, the vvinds subsided 
a little, and the rain, instead of descending in headlong torrents, 
began to fall with that hopeless persistency ·which we knew it would 
exhibit for twelve long weeks. The first hours of our enforced 
seclusion were melancholy enough; but as it ·was necessary to sub
mit with composure to a lot that could not be modified, we began 
as cheerfully as possible the internal arrangement of our subter
ranean abode. 

We had with us only a part of our live-stock-the cow, because 
of her milk; the onager, for the sake of her foal; and Lightfoot 
and Storm, because vl'e intended to employ them in such excursions 
as might be absolutely necessary. The limited space we had 
allotted for stabling had prev~nted our bringing either our sheep or 
goats. We had left them at Falcon's-Nest, where they found a 
shelter from the weather, and an abundant supply of food. Morn
over, one of my cavaliers went there daily, notwithstanding the 
rain and the wind, to cany them a few handfuls of salt, and to see 
if t] iey wuutetl anything. It i::i needless to say that the dogs, the 
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jackal, the ape, and the eagle had followed us. and the sports and 
feats of this domestic menagerie materially contributed to shorten 
the long evenings we passed under the stalactite roof of our grotto. 

We devoted our, elves at first to numerous minor tasks which 
we had been unable to foresee: but which not the less proved of 
the utmost importance. We had taken definitive possession of our 
residence, and had much to do before we could make it thoroughly 
comfortnble. It is true that all the apartments were on the same 
floor; but the ground had uot been levelled with any great exactness 
and we Jiacl now, in the first place, to smooth clown its ruggednesses, 
and to fill up its hollows, in which, at every step, we ran the risk 
of breaking our necks. Our new fountain did but poorly supply 
onr domestic necessities, arnl we removed the basin into the interior 
of our kitchen. We manufactured shelves, and tables, and benche,, 
-in a ,word, we considered all the exigencies of our position, and 
did our utmost to render onr abode thoroughly comfortable as n 
winter residence during tl1c long captivity that too probably 
awaited us. 

Y ct one inconvenience remained which we had never anticipated 
-the want of daylight. The grotto had only four openings-the 
door, the kitchen door, another that opened into our workshop, 
and a fourth which led into the sleeping-apartments. Conse
quently, my sons' little rooms and all the recesses of our JJalace were 
corn,tantly shrouded in prof 01mcl darkness. We had certainly let 
some windo·ws into the partition-walls, closing them up with gla:-;s 
and thin gauze ; but the light entering through these and the 
exterior door ·was so feeble, that nothing was vir-;ible in the inner 
part of the grotto. It was evident that two or three more windows 
were ,vantcd, but this task we were compelled to clef er until the 
return of dry weather. Meanwhile, I devised a temporary method 
of lighting up our residence. 

I had kept by me one of the large t of the bamboos which I had 
used for the pipes of our fountain. It Jiappenecl to be the exact 
height of the roof; I planted it in the ground about tw lve inches 
deep, and supportecl it with props to k eep it steady; then I called 
into reqnisitiou little Rudly's ngility and address. I gave him n 
pulley and a hammer, passed a thin rope round hie; boLly, ancl sen! 
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him spmnmg up the new mast I had raised. He was at the top 
in a minute, and there, in o beilience to my directions, fixed in a 
crevice of the rock the pulley I had given him. The cord he drew 
over the wheel, and then glided down on the mattress which I had 
placed at the foot of the mast in case of mishap. The next step 
was to suspend one of the largest of the ship's lanterns to the cord, 
and carry it up to the roof, where, reflected by the myriad crystal 
ilrops which adorned our grotto, it shed a light like that of day. 

The benefit to us was immense; our organizing labours were 
resumed with renewed activity. Ernest and Fritz commenced the 
arrangement of our little library, and disposed upon neatly fitted 
shelves the books saved from the wreck. Rudly and his mother 
undertook the management of the kitchen, and Frederick and my
self put the workshop into order. For this task more physical 
strength was necessary than e1ther of his younger brothers pos
sessed. 

In the first place we set up, by the side of the window, a superb 
English turning-lathe, with all its tools, which I hail discovered in 
our captain's cabin on one of our visits to the wreck. I had been 
accustomed at one time to amuse myse, ,¥ith turnery, and I now 
promised myself to employ advantageously my small acquaintance 
with the art. We next erected a forge, supporting our anvils on 
stout wooden logs, and arranging all our cartwright's and cooper's 
implements in ailmirable order upon the shelves or in the racks I 
had fixed to the wall. NailR, screvvs, hooks, pincers, hammers, 
saws, adzes, -planes,-there was a place for everything, and every
thing in its place ; and our improvised workshop soon assumed 
an appearance of carefulness and good arrangement of which I was 
very proud. Often did I congratulate myself on having cultivated 
in my youth a taste for mechanical pursuits; and to this taste it 
was owing that, if I could not make skilful use of all the tools in 
my possession, none were absolutely foreign to me. 

Our grotto, by degrees, assumed an air of perfect order, and we 
were then able to wait, without any particular feeling of weariness, 
until the sun restored us to liberty. We l1ad our workshop, our 
dining-room, and our library-·where we could repose in our leisure 
hours, anJ refresh oursclvm; by intellectual enjoyments when 
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fatigued by our daily labours. The chests we had removed from 

the wreck contained a tolerably large number of books; treatises 

of navigation, travels, and works in natural history, botany, and 

I 

) 

zoology. Some were enriched with illustrations, which proved a 

source of incessant amusement. One evening, when turning over 

their leaves, we recognized the monkey's root, which Frederick and 

Rudly had discovered, and wliich I hall suspected to be the ginseng 

of 

als 

ap 
ball 

ra 
I 

law 

lt 
au I 
Fn 

la,; 

l~e 

an 

Jntu 

t ~ 
Toe, 

I 

tiat 

enza, 
' ~ 

0 to 

t 



STUbYI 'G LANGUAGES. 331 

of the hinese; it proved to be that most valuable plant. "\Y c bad 

al o map , numerou mathematical and a tronomical in, truments, 

a portable terrestrial globe, of English make, which swelled like a 

balloon; but, as is generally the case in a ship' library, the greater 

part consisted of dictionaries ancl grammars in all languages. 

We all knew something of French, which is spoken in Switzer 

land almost as generally as German. Frederick and Ernest had 

begun to learn Engli h at Zurich, and I ,vas sufficiently acquainted 

with that language to direct their studies. I entreated them to 

revive their knowledge of it, since it had become the language of 

the eas, and one seldom met with a ship but some of its crew 

under tood or spoke it. Rudly, who as yet had not learned any 

tongue but his own, wi hed to undertake Spanish or Italian; their 

pomp and melody attracted his warm imagination. As for me, 1 

began to study lalay; for my examination of the maps, and of the 

position of our island, daily strengthened my belief that the first 

men " ·l101J1 we should encounter would belong to the Ialay race. 

It wa agreed that we should pursue together the stmly of French 

and erman, that I should teach English to my wife and little 

Fritz at the same time as to Frederick, and that the others should 

take up "·hat languages they chose. Our stuJ.y-room was not un

like a little Babel, when, by way of relieving our silent absorption, 

we began to recite aloud some extracts from our favourite books. 

'ingular a thi exerci e may appear, it wa not without advantage; 

it provokeJ. numerous que ·tions and explanation , which had always 

the r ::-ult of tea<:hing us some foreign word or phra ·e previou ly 

unknown . Ernest took the lea.cl of us all; he wa gifted with the 

' , cntial lements of &ucce "-a ·trong memory, a dear intellig8nce, 

and unfailing industry. Not content ,vith learning English, he 

<:ontinucll hi Latin exerci ·e ; and, in truth, his love of natural his

tory made a knowledge of that language almo ·t incli ·pen able. 

The ardour with which he pro ·ecuted these &tudies was so great, 

that we were frequently compelled to tear him from hi book and 

engage him in ome phy ieal exerei es, for the pre ervution of his 

health. 

,' yet I have &aicl 1tothi11g of the thousand littl' trcn ur' · which 
\\ e haJ. found in the che t::; renwveLl !'roru the \\ r 'c.:k. 'l'lic::;e in-
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eluded articles of furniture, looking-glasses, several pretty cal1inets-, 
secretaries well provided with writing-materials, even a superb 
clock, which would have struck the hours, if I had known how to 
put it in order. As it was, it made a handsome figure on a marble 
console in our saloon. Every day we so added to the conveniences 
and decoratiuns of our abode, that our children were at a loss for a 
fitting appellation. SDme wished to call it the Fairy Palace, others 
the Glittering Grotto : an interesting discussion arose upon this 
important question, which terminated in our selection of the simple 
but appropriate title, Felsenheim, or Rock-House.* 

Engaged in so many occupations, we found the time pass rapid] y 

away. Upvvards of two months had gone, and I had had leisure 
neither to make a yoke for our buffaloes nor a new pair of fine 
carding-combs, though my wife asked for the latter daily, and re
quired them for spinning her cotton. 

At the end of August the weather again grew stormy. The 
n'tins, the winds, the lightning, the thunder, returned with aug
mented fury; ocean was shaken to its lowest depths, and under our 
crystal dome we seemed to feel its violent convulsions. How for
tunate we considered ourselves in having secured so solid a shelter l 

• Literally, " the home in the rock." 
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THE STRA JDED WHALF.. 

Wlrnt would have become of us in the aerial bower of Falcon's-Nest? 

Our tent would never have re i." ted the impetuosity of the elements. 

At length the weather began gradually to clear. The clouds 

cattered, the rain ceased, the wind blew with bated breath, and 

we could venture from our grotto to see if the world still rested on 

its ancient foundation. 
As in the year preceding, we found ature renewing herself 

amidst the recent signs of wide- pread ruin and disaster. vVe 
gaily traversed the belt of rocks extending along the coast, and as 

we stood in need of free exerci e, took a pleasure in scaling the 

loftiest heights, and surveying foe varied panorama unrolled be

neath u . . 
\Vith his usual intrepidity Frederick had mounted to the summit 

of the cliffs, and with bis keen eye, which almost rivalled the 

eagle's, he di covered afar, on a little island in Flamingo Bay, a 

black spot, though he could not distinguish its nature or form; he 

suppo ed it to be a stranded boat. Ernest, who had followed him, 

thought it wa a sea-lion, of the family de cribed by the hi torian 

of Lord An~on' voyages. On hearing their report, I proposed we 

should immediately ha ten to the pot, and sati fy our curiosity. 

Without delay we r gained the shore, emptied our periagua of the 

water with which she vrns filled, launched her and pu heu off, all 

except Fritz and our good manageress, whose unadventurous dis

po. ition wa: not inclined for such excursions. 

A we rowed along each of us gave vent to fresh conjectures. 

But when at length we came in sight of the object of our expedi

tion, and could recognize it clearly, what was our urpri e to ee 

an enormous whale thrown up on the and, like a wrecked , hip~ 

I di1l not know whether it was really dead, or only sleepiug, I 
thought it best to advance very lowly, arnl keep watch again t 

any movement of the animal which might have emlangered our 

frail boat. Therefore we pulletl roun l the little dancl where it 

lay, and landed on the oppo ite ide. Thi i 'land wail nothing 

more than a andbauk lightly elevated above the wave ; but its 

vegetation wa ino-ularly vigorou, and luxuriant. There \\'ere no 

tree however· the wind. and waves, I , uppo. e, de troying th •ir 

growth. It wa about an eighth of a league in 1 ngth though it. 
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size might easily have been doubled by banking out the s0a. Sea

birds of every species frequented it, and we found an abundance of 

eggs and nests : of the former the boys collected a good supply, 

\ 

--' 
I 

that they might not return, 

said they, to their mother 
empty-handed. 

There were two ways by which 

we could reach the whale : the 

n,ore direct, over the rocks, 

would be exceedingly trouble

some ; but the other, though 

longer, was free from all diffi

culty. I chose the former for 

myself, and ordered my sons 
to take the latter. I was 

inspired by a wish to examine 

the island, which required 
:::iu-Bnws. only trees to render it most 

enchanting, from the higher ground. And from this elevation 

I surveyed the entire coast of our own settlement from Tent

Town to Falcon's-Nest: in contemplating so superb a spectacle 

I almo t forgot the whale, and when at length I descended in 

that direction, I found that the boys had arrived before me. They 

ran to meet me with demonstrations of the livelie t joy, their 

hats full of the shells and corals they had collected on the sands. 

" Oh, papa!" they exclaimed, " just see what a superb lot of 

shel1s and corals we have founcl ! Who could have brought here 

all these marvels ? " 
"The sea," I answered; " the sea, when shaken in its deepest 

abysses; nor does it seem to me astonishing that 1t should have 

strewn the shore with these light playthings, when it could fling 

upon it so huge a monster as that now lying before us." 

" In truth," said Frederick, "he 1·s a giant; and it is strange, 

I admit, that we should amuse ourselves with such trifles instead 

of examining our whale. For my part, I should never have be

lieved he could be so large." 
'' Examine him!" cried Ernest, laughing; "well, we don't wm1t 
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either microscope or magnifying-glass ! As for me, I willingly 
abandon to you the unwieldy mass, which is utterly tlevoicl of 
beauty, for the c charmi11g and delicate-colourctl shells. Look, 
papa, look at their vn.rious and vivid hues l Look at their graceful 
fonnr-; l" 

Tux WIIALE (Physeter macrocephalus). 

Herc a dispute aro, e between Ernest and J1is brother, half
coruical, half-scientific, on the nature of true beauty. Each de
fended his po ition with lively enthusiasm, but Frederick was no 
match for his brother. His adversary's language revealed some
thing more than mere admiration of nature; the deep and earne t 
devotion of the scientific student who has pas ed long hours, with 
his microscope in his hancl, studying a minute fibre, or investigat
ing a imple ring on an insect' back. 

I terminated the argument, and restored harmony between the 
two disputants by telling them, that in the immen e work of 
er ation everything was of equal beauty, everything equally ad
mirable; from the fie hworm, imperceptible to the eye, up to the 
huge whale and colo al elephant, whose heavy and ungracious 
forms in no wi. e displayed that delicacy of organization which 
astoni bed us in the mollu c, the worm, or the fly. 
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" All things are beautiful," I exclaimed, " which occupy the 

place in creation assigne(l to them by their Creator; and w·e must 

take care not to measure the amount of admiration we accord to 

certain objects by the credit they enjoy in our imagination, when 

tl1eir rarity is frequently their only claim to our notice." 

I then requested them to collect in one heap all the treasures 

they had amassed, and gave the signal for departure. I had pre

viously satisfied myself that the whale was dead, and that we had 

nothing to fear from approaching it. 

" We will return in the afternoon," I said, " and bring with us 

the necessary instruments to attack the enormous prey ocean has 

kindly deposited at onr doors, and afterwards we will emreavour to 

turn it to some advantage ." 

I observed that Ernest followed us to the boat with ill-concealec1 

regret. When I asked the reason, he declared that if I would 

leaYe him alone on the islet, to Jive like a second Robinson Crnsoe, 

he should think himself perfectly happy. I could not but smile 

at the fancy, which I haste11ed to banish from his mind. 

" Poor lad ! " I exclaimed, " do you not know then that the life 

of Robinson Crusoe is only attractive in the pages of the romancist, 

and that the project of your fervid imagination would involve you 

in a thousand bitter troubles? You would quickly repent of your 

solitude; disease and weariness would soon crush your energies ; 

and the unhappy hermit ere long would be found lying deacl upon 

the strand, like the whale we have just quitted. Oh, Ernest, I 

bid you thank God that you were not separated from us when our 

ship was wreckecl ! Man is made for the society of bis kind ; he 

has need of them and of their assistance. We are , ix in our island, 

and yet you know with what extreme difficulty ,ve sometimes pro

cure the things indispensable to our well-being. If you were alone, 

what would be your chances of subsistence? Of what avail would 

be your feeble anns against the obstacles which our united energies 

can scarcely surmount?" 

The would-be Robinson acknowledged t]1e force of my reasoning, 

an l we put to sea. My little rowers found it harcl work rowing 

as the waves ran somewhat high, and began to lament very pite

ously the miseries of their lot. 
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" Really, papa," they said to me, " you ought to uevise some 
way of making the condjtion of a rower more endurable." 

"You seem to think rue endowed," I answered, "with more 
power than I really possess; hnt if you coulu only procure me an 
iron wheel, about a foot in rliameter, I would see what I coulrl do 
to please you." 

"An iron wheel!" exclaimed Frederick, immediately; "v,1hy, 
there are two amongst our stock of old iron. I think they must 
have belonged to a turnspit; and I can easily get them for you, it 
mamma bas not already made use of them." 

I was unwilling to make any further engagement, and without 
exactly promising or refusing, I encouraged my rowers to redouble 
their exertions, and 
contend valiantly with 
the tide, until the good 
time comrng when 
boats should sweep 
over the waves of their 
own volition. 

Soon after the con
versation turned upon 
the subject of coral, 
and Rudly asked me 
what u ·e was made of 
it in Europe. 

I told him that for- -

merly coral was highly 
esteemed, and em
ployed as an ornament 
for ladies' dress, but 
that such was now only A ill-..A..NCli o.i, CORAL. 

the case among savages. However, if Europeans met with a 
branch of more than usual beauty, they deposited it in their 
museums. "And," I added, ,( we ·will do the 'lame with what 
you have collected here; it will probably find a place in our 
library, as one of nature's mo t curious proc;.ucts." 

To what natural kingdom did coral belong? w:t Frederi<.:k's 
(372) 22 
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next mqmry. " I have read," said he, "that it 1s a kind of 
worm." 

"\Vhat you have read," I replied, "is quite true. And just as 
every kind of shell is formed of the viscous matter of the animal 

which inhabits it, so is coral composed of the slaver of a very small 
snail, which lives in the water, but whose existence is so frail that 
it can only :fight the battle of life as one among myriads." 

I then described the vanous phenomena of the existence of 
polypes; I also informed them in what way the coral-fishery was 
conducted; and while thus conversing we reached the shore, where 
my wife awaited our arrival. She greatly admired the treasures 
we had brought back, though remarking that they would be of 
no great value in the menage. But when I acquainted her with 
my intention of returning to the islet in the evening and cutting 
up the whale, from which I hoped to obtain a good supply of oil, 
my industrious partner declared that she would share the perils 
of the expedition. 

Iler determination enchanted me, and we all hastened to put on 
board the boat provisions for two days, as I mistrusted Ocean. It 
might detain us in the islet as prisoners for a longer time than we 
contemplated, and it was well, therefore, to anticipate all mishaps. 
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Directly after dinner, which we took care to advance an hour 
earlier than usual, I went in search of casks to contain tlie fat I 
hoped to collect. I was unwilling to take those we had stored up 
at Falcon's- est and Rock-House, because the infecti0us stench 
of the oil would render them thenceforward unfit for general use. 
My wife reminded me very opportunely that there were still re
maining four of the tubs of which we had made our first boat. 
The. e I quickly moored to the stern of my periagua, and my sons 
having armed themselves with knives, hatchets, saws, and every 
cutting and carving instrument we could possibly require, we 
weighed anchor and steered towards Whale Island. The sea ·was 
calm, and our voyage ·without accident, notwithstanding the heavy 
load on board our boat. 

Having disembarked, we hauled her high up on the sand, out 
:)f reach of the waves. My wife and little Fritz then turned their 
attention to the whale. It was the first time they bad seen such 
a monster, and they were almost terrified. Fritz, in particular, 
could hardly take bis eyes off the enormous mass that lay upon 
the shore. Our whale in every respect resembled the Greenland 
cetacea; its back was of a dark-green colour, its belly yellow, its 
fins and tail quite black. I found on measuring it that it was 
seventy feet long and forty feet in girth; being the usual propor
tion. attained by the ·whales of this species. My boys were parti
cularly truck by the colossal dimensions of its head, which formed 
one-third of the entire animal; its jaws, nearly twelve feet long, 
were garnished with a kind of beard composed of those long 
flexible appemlages which are called whalebone, and, as such, form 
c n article of European commerce. Frederick remarked the small
ness of the mon, ter's eye, which, in truth, was no larger than that 
of an ox, while the opening which communicated between his 
cavernou mouth and bis throat was scarcely equal to my arm in 
diameter. 

"Voracious as this animal may be," aid Frederick, laughing, 
" it i. certa5n that he cannot wallow very large pieces at once!" 

" You ar right," I replied, "and the whale owe his enormou 
fat emir ly to a little fi h found in the Polar seas, of which it is 
l:'xceedingly fornl. Only, in tead of swallowing them one by ono. 
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be engulfs at every repa t a prodigious quantity. At the Harne 

time he absorbs a large supply of sea-water, which he ejects 

through two apertures, or blow-holes, placed just above his nos

tril . Hence his uame of the blow-whale. He shares this pecu

liar faculty with some other ocean-monsters not inferior to him in 

size and vorac: ity.'' 

When Ernest took note of the narrow ,limensions of the animal's 

throat, he began to wonder how J onah could possibly have foun<l 

a passage! In reference to. this matter, I pointed out to my sons 

that ·we must not always put a literal interpretation on the words 

of Scripture, and that under the general name of " whale" was 

evidently included some othrr marine monster of equal dimensions, 

whose interior organization might render possible the miracle 

recorded in the Old Testament . 
"But," added I, "let us adjourn for the present these scientific 

discussions and learned conjectures. To work, gentlemen ! Anrl 

let us profit by our treasure-trove before night overtakes us." 

Frederick and Rudly took possession of the whale's head, and, 

toiling together with axe and saw, cut off the fins, which Fritz and 

his mother, in their turn, conveyed to our periagua. We obtained 

nearly two hundred of these stems, of different degrees of strength. 

Meanwhile, Ernest and I, with our axes, made way in the thick 

fat which lined the sides of the animal for some feet in depth. We 

literally swam in it, the thickness of the fat not being less than 

three or four feet. 
Rut we were not long left alone to the enjoyment of our booty. 
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From the skies descended a myriad of winged brigands, with the 
intention of participating in our labours. At first they cautiom;ly 
hovered around and above our heads; then, as their numbers in
creased, they came nearer-so near as to snatch lumps of fat from 
our hands and under 
the very edge of the 
axe, flying off imme
dintely with their 
plnnder. These birds 
lrn<l. little attraction -
for us af'l sportsmen; 
but my wife, like a 
g·oo<l. manageress, re
marking that their 
<lown would be ex-
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SEA-GL'LL (Larus ). 

ceedingly useful, we knocked down a few of them, which were 
immediately deposited in our boat. 

I had proposed to 3:11yself to remove from the animal's back a 
belt of skin long and broad enough to make a set of harness for the 
ass and the two buffaloes. In this design I succeeded tolerably 
well, though the work was rough ; I had not suspected that the 
whale' hide would b~ so thick :=md so hard to cut. I would will
ingly have carried off a portion of the intestines and the tendons 
of the tail, but the day rapi<lly declining, I was forced to think of 
returning. 

The casks were piled in the canoe, and we rowed towards the 
shores a quickly as our novel cargo permitted. It was one of ex
treme value to us in our peculiar position, but by no means very 
agreeable to carry-neither rejoicing the eye nor being of a pleasant 
odour . Having reached our shore, we quickly disembarked the 
load, and the a s, cow, buffalo, and onager immediately transported 
it to our plantation. 

Next morning we were again in the canoe, only Fritz and his 
mother did not accompany us on our third expedition. The work 
which I projected was certainly of no pleasant character, as I in
tend0tl to penetrate into the interior of the w bale, and obtain a 
portion, if pos1-1ible, of it anormous solid intestines. We therefore 
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started by ourselves, and a fresh breeze carried us swiftly towards 
the islet, which we found covered by a crowd of gulls and other 
marine birds. They had fallen pell-mell upon the whale, and 
despising the sail we had taken care to throw over the exposed 
parts, had already made a copious breakfast. We had recourse to 
our guns to drive away the robbers . 

Before setting to work we stripped ourselves of our vests and 
shirts, and then, like so many butchers, cut open the monster's 
belly. I selected as much of the intestines as I thought would be 
useful, cutting them into slices of from six to twelve feet in length, 
and after thoroughly cleansing them with sand and sea-water we 
placed them in the boat. 

"Ha, ha I" cried Ernest, while thus engaged, "with these skins 
mamrna might make us some splendid sausages ! " 

The idea pleased Rudly immensely. "They would be worth 
cutting into ! " said he. 

And he blew with all his might into a bladder which was not 
less than a foot or a foot and a half in diameter. 

The remainder of the intestines we abandoned to the voracious 
birds, and after renewing our supply of fat set sail for home; the 
sun was already sinking, and the approach of night compelled us 
to quit our prey. 

My object in preparing, as we had been doing, the intestines of 
the whale, was to use them instead of vessels for holding the oil we 
extracted from the lard. JYiy little boys thought the scheme a marvel
lous one, and were anxious to know what suggested it to my minJ . 

"The author of the idea," said I, "is Necessity, that grand 
moving principle of all human industry. It is ecessity which 
teaches these unfortunate creatures, living on shores where no 
timber grows, to supply its place by other materials. It is N eces
sity which bas taught the Samoyedes and the Esquimaux to con
vert the whale's bladders into casks and reservoirs which otherwise 
they could not have constructed ; and it is Necessity, moreover, 
which has assisted them to discover, in the carcass of this animal, 
a multitude of precious things which the riches of our more 
favoured countries do not permit us to appreciate." 

The whale's bladders, and the fmthP-r preparatio11s they must 
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undergo, were the subjects of conversation during the remainder of 

our voyage, and served to beguile its tedium. We also discussed 

the various uses which men have made of the intestines of animals; 

from the violin strings, whose melody inspires the young and 

delights the old, to the aerosfatic spheres by whose aid man soars 

into the clouds; balloons, in fact, are made of 

the skin of the bladder. Ernest, who was 

almo t as well informed in physics as in 

natural history, then explained to his brother& 

the phenomena of aeronautic ascents. 

"Balloons," said he, " can only raise an<l 

maintain themselves in the atmosphere by 

being much lighter than the volume of 

atmospheric air which they displace." 

"What makes them lighter?" we in

quired. 
' ' 'rhe air which they contain, and with which they are inflated 

is in itself much lighter. It is the phenomenon of vessels filled 

with atmo 'pheric air that they maintain themselves on the surface 

of the water, becau e atmospheric air is lighter than water." 

"How do aeronauts obtain their light air?" 

" By heat, which, expanding or dilating th e atmospheric mole

cules, nece sarily provides that a smaller quantity will occupy any 

given pace. But a this method is not very easily put into 

practice, in tead of heated air they now employ hydrogen gas." 

" rapa," here interrupted Rudly, "will you not make me a 

balloon out of a piece of these great bladder ? Oh, how I houlcl 

delight in riding in a ve sel inflated with ga , and cro sing fore ts 

and rivers by flying through space, like Dr. Fau. tus astride on his 

cloak I" 
I told my "·ould-be aeronaut that there was only one objection 

to his project; namely, that when he had mounted his aerial 

our er, it would a ureclly not carry him up into space, thougl1 

inflated "·ith hydrogen, on account of his uperabundant weight; 

and that in teacl of a Hirnp]e bladder-to rai ea little fellow, weigh

ing sixty pound , including his ·mall brain-a balloon twenty-fom 

feet in diameter would be required. 
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" However," I added, " do not let this grieve yon, for aerostatic 

science will be of little advantage to nrnn until he has fouucl some 

means of guiding himself in the air. At present, he can only go 

wherever the atmospheric currents may waft him." 

Thus conversing, we reached the shore, where our good mother 

received us with no very gracious welcome. In truth, the pitiable 

and repulsive condition of our attire almost provoked her to anger, 

since to clean and repair it would be a formi<table addition to her 
daily labour. 

I quieted and soothed her as well as I could by promising 

marvellous advantages from the rich booty we had secured. Then 

we refreshed ourselves with copious ablutions, donned clean linen 

and outer garments, which my provident wife had got ready for ns, 

mtcl all repaired in a botly to Rock-Honse. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

o Rail from day to <lay, hut eve1 y rlay 
The sunrise broken into scarlet shafts 
Among the palms and ferns and :precipices; 
'l'hc hlaze upon the waters to the cast ; 
The blaze upon the waters to the west. 

TENNYSON . 

A Y had scarcely dawned when we wen' 

"up and doing." We placed on our 

' • ledge, a, a make. hift for a platform, 

the four casks of fat, ancl we applied 

the heaviest pressure we could devise 

to obtain the purest and den.rest part 

of the oil, ·with which we fi.llccl some 

of the vessels I hacl previously dried in 

the snn. The remainder was collc1_·tc<1 

in a caltlron, and over a .·low fire reduced to a liquid statr. ·with 

n. gr at iron ladle which we had saved from the wreck, and had 

originally intended for u:c in the . ugar-refining, we pourccl the oil 

into the ca, ks and bladders. These operations we carried on at 

some di. tancc from Rock-Ilou, c, that our residence might not be 

polluted by the fetid odour of the melted lard. 

A: oon as we hn.d. obtn.incc.l a , ufficient . upply we got rid of the 

refuse in Jackal l i,·er "·her our dnck, arnl gce:e f ea. tcd upon it to 

their eYidcnt au~faetion . In the same manner we di , po,·erl of the 

·ea-bird · whid1 my ~uod wife had i::tripped of their clown; their 

{1p-;h nroYing mm;h too tough and un -~woury for u:. The crabs were 

less d, inty, and\\ c profited liy the <'agcrn SR with\\ hi ·h they threw 

th<'rn, elves on this new pn'y to repleni, h our c ·hnusted basin. 
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While we were engaged in disposing of our store of oil, my wife 

made a suggestion which received my entire approval-namely, that 

we should found a new colony on Whale Island. That small 

tongue of land was, in truth, so rich and beautiful, and of so fertile 

a soil, that it would have been a pity not to have derived some 
advantage from it. 

"It is my opinion," said my wife, "that we might easily m,tab. 

lish there a colony of poultry. There, at least, our hens would 

have nothing to fear from apes or jackals, those two great enemies 

of the poultry-yard. As for the sea-birds, they will soon give up 

possession, if they find we intend to settle ourselves in the island." 

I strongly approved of my wife's project, and it ·was so ·warmly 

received by my young family, that they wanted to put to sea with

out a moment's delay, and begin to carry it into execution. The 

day, however, ·was too far advanced. I checked their ardour, and, 

to compose their minds, announced that I wished in the first place 

to fulfil the promises I had made on the subject of the periagua, 

and insert a machine to render its propulsion easier. 

" Ho, ho ! " cried Rudly; " we shall see the canoe dashing 

through the waves of its own accord l How I shall rejoice l" 

"Of its own accord! Come, come, you are too quick. All I 

can undertake, at the utmost, is to spare your arms a little fatigue, 

and increase to some extent the speed of our canoe." 

I set to work immediately. 
All my resomces consisted of a turnspit-wheel and the toothed 

axis on which it had revolved. What I constructed with s1H.:h 

materials was no masterpiece of invention or execution, but it was, 

at all events, a machine wl1ich work.eel in the desired direction. 

A handle set it in motion, and two large broad blades of whale

bone fixed at either extremity of the iron axle corresponded toler

ably well to the paddles of a steam-boat. On turning the handle, 
the whalebone blades struck the surface of the water in regular 

rotation, and the boat moved forward. Its speed was in exact pro• 

nortiou to the rotatory movement communicated to the wheel and 

axle, which made from fifteen to twenty revolutions per minute. 
It is nnpossibie for words to describe the joy and rapture of my 

children when they saw the canoe churning its way through the 
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waters. They clar petl their hand , they leaped and tumbled, while 
Frederick and I made our first voyage, steering in the direction of 
Safety Bay. I was myself a tonished at the rapidity of our pro

gre s. vV e had scarcely regained the shore before everybody 
::;prang on board, and wished me, without landing, to make an ex
cur ion to Whale I land. This I refused for the time, but pro
mi ed that next day we would try our machine out at sea, and go 
by water to our farm at Prospect Hill, that we might examine into 
the condition of our colonies of European animals. 

My proposal was warmly received. We made at once the neces
::;ary arrangements for the voyage, got ready our arms and provi

sion , and retired to bed earlier than usual, that we might start the 
sooner in t11e morning. 

With the fir t ray of light everybouy was stirring. Even my 

wife had eon ented to join our party; and he did not forget our 
food upplies, giving e pecial prominence to a piece of whale's 
tongue \\Tapped in cool fre. h leave , which had been cooked and 

spiced, at tl1c recommendation of Profc or Erne t, a a peculiarly 

delicate dainty . 



;HK THINGS OF BEAUTY. 

In high srmts we pushed off, and the current from J aclrnl 
River tranquilly bore us out to sea. 'l'he wind was favourable, and 
everything promised a happy voyage. We soon came in sight o{ 

Shark Island, and of the sandbank where the whale's carcass still 
lay exposed. So admirably did our machine work, that we (1uickly 
found ourselves in the latitude of Prospect Hill. 

I had cautiously kept at some distance from the shore, so as to 
leave sufficient depth of water for our loaded boat. The distance 
permitted us to embrace in one extensive panorama the magically 
beautiful pictures invoked before our eyes. On one side rose 
Falcon's-Nest, with its giant-trees; against the horizon, a belt of 

::iE A- \\" K l•WS AND AQUA1'l C PLAN1'8. 

lofty cliffs seemed to mingle with the clouds; while, if " "L' ditectcd 
our gaze to nearer objects, it rested with op.light on Whale Island, 
its luxuriant verclnre agreeably relieving the sublime and majestic 
uniformity of ocean. Nor, a:-; we nt!arecl the shore, were we lei:;p 
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AT PROSPECT IIILL. 

\.:harmed with the beauty of the sea-weetls ancl aquatic plants 
which flomi ·hed in the limpid water . Our hearts swelleJ. with 
emotions of gratitude and admiration, and we could not but raise 
our thoughts to the Almighty laker of the world. 

Having arrivecl opposite the Monkey:/ Wood, we macle the land 
in a convenient creek, and leaped ashore to renew our supply of 
cocoa-nuts, \Vith a lively thrill of pleasure we heard the i:mdllen 
clarion of our chanticleers ring through the groves, and proclaim 
the immccliate neighbourhood of our farm. The welcome, how
ever, rernindetl us isumewhat too keenly of our native country, 
where this friendly music invites the traveller to share the hospi
tality of ,·ome peasant's hut which he has not pcrceiveJ. among the 
tall trees environing it. There was something Had and yet con ·ol
ing in the remembrance ; but I hastened by lively conver ation to 
,lispcl the mournful image8 it naturally awakened in every heart. 

After gathering along the shore a few mangrove plants to defend 
our proposed colony !lt Whale Island against the encroachments of 
the waves, we resumed our voyage. The nearer we approached to 
Prospect Hill, the louder grew the voices of our dome tic animals. 
At length we discm barked, and proceedcll towards the farm. 
Everything was in excellent order; though we were urprised at 
the extreme wilch1ess of the sheep arnl goats, who fled from us like 
tiniid hare. . Iy boys started in pursnit; but as the long-bearded 
fu o·itives were too nimble for them, they drew their slings from 
th eir pockets, and used them with so much skill that three or four 
pri 'oners were soon handed over to our custody. A ration of salt 
and potatoes seemed to giYe them entire satisfaction, and in ex
change they furnished us with several jars of delicious milk. 

My wife was desirou' of securing a few chicken , and a dishful 
of rice and oats peedily gathered round her the whole feathered 
t·ompany. be made her sel ction, and the prisoners, with 
their wing · and feet securely fastened, were deposit cl in the 
boat. 

\Ve dined at Pro:pect Rill. Our principal dish was the cold 
meat we had brought with u ' , for the whale' · tongue wa unani
mously pronounced dete~table, and fit only for the course ·t 
appetite:;;. \V c abanrlonecl it to Rudlv's jackal , the only one of the 
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domestic animals which had followed us. He made a lu:xurioue 

meal, to judge by his avidity, while we endeavoured to get rid of 

the taste of rancid oil it had left in our mouths by several hearty 

draughts of milk. 
Leaving my wife to superintend the preparations for departure, 

I went with Frederick to cut two bundles of sugar-cane. I al o 

selected some shoots of the precious reed to plant in Whale 

Island. 
Weighing anchor, or, more correctly speaking, unfastening the 

cable with which our boat was moored, we steered in the direction 

of Cape Disappointment, which I intended to double ; but this 
time, too, that headland justified its name, and a sandbank pro

jecting for a considerable distauce suddenly arrested our course. 
It was very fortunate that the ebb came opportunely to carry us 
out to the open sea, or we might have been wrecked in the 

shallows. I unfurled all my canvas; we plied our rowing appa
ratus with increased vigour; and, thanks to a gentle wind blowing 

off shore, arrived with tolerable speed in the latitude of Whale 
fsland. 

This portion of our voyage was distinguishecl by a truly novel 
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spectacle. We thought we coul<l descry in the distance, and on ::i 

level with the wave., a ma s of huge rocks. Jfot by degree the 
mas. seemed to divide into two parts, and as we drew nearer, a 

variety of strange noises convinced us that what we had mistaken 

for ree[ were two troops of marine monsters engaged in sanguinary 
bnttle; we could see them manceuvre, dash against one another, 
rend each other :in pieces, now advancing, now retiring. We were 
J.umb with alarm; and I need not say that we summoned up all 
our energies to put a considerable interval between ourselves and 

such dangerous antagonists. 
Iy first care, when we landed on our little island, was to plant 

the hrubs we had brought from Prospect Hill; but my little 

companions, on whose assistance I bad relied, did not consider the 
work of planting sufficiently important for them, and left me with 

my trees, while they went in search of shells. l\Iy good wife 
volunteering her services, we both set to work; but had hardly 

begun before we saw Ruclly hastening towards us, quite out of 

breath. 
" Papa, papa! " he cried, " come hither, I beg; I have dis 

covere<l a prodigy-the keleton of a mammoth ! " 
I could not help laughing, and replied: "That I supposed his 

mammoth was neither more uor less than the carcass of a whale." 

" o, no," he said; " these are certainly no fish's spines, but 
really ancl truly bone ; and besides, the waves have carried away 
the whale's carcas , while my mammoth is much higher up on the 

and." 
Rudly pressed me so earnestly that I consented to accompany 

him. Hut on the way we were suddenly stopped by another 

wonder. 
" Run, run, run!" cried Frederick, waving his arms to expedite 

my movements; "oh, come quickly, papa, for here is an enormous 
turtle which we can hold fa, t no longer." 

Arming my elf with a couple of tout oar , I ha tcned to their 

n ·1;i. tance, and found Ernest clinging to the hind-paw of a gigantic 
turtle which, spite of all hi efforts1 had got within a few paces of 

the sea, where he would iufallibly have macle his e en.pc. I wa 
just in time; and giving one of the oar to Fre(lerick, we both 
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rnanagerl so cleverly that we contrived to upset the enormous 

creature, and lay him on his back. He was a prodigious capture

weighi11g at least five hundred pounds, and measuring not less than 

eight feet ancl a half in length. I did not exactly see of what n~e 

he would prove to us, but the position in which we had placed him 

gave us leisme enough for reflection. 
Meanwhile, Rudly harl not lost sight of his discovery, and at his 

rnpeatecl entreaties we went to inspect the supposed tikeleton of 

tl1e mammoth. 
I had no difficulty in convincing the little fellow that his 

mammoth was really and truly our whale! But it is true that it 

hud been completely dissected, and that the sea-birds had not left 

the smallest fragment of skin or flesh upon its bones. Hence arose 

Rudly's mistake. I showed l1im our footprints still impressed in 

the sancl, and some fragments of the fins which we had neglectetl 

to pick up. 
"But whatever set you dreaming," said I, "of a mammoth's 

skeleton ? " 
" As for that," he said, "the i<lea is not mine; it was sugge ted 

by Professor Erne t; it was he who taught me to believe in 

mammotbs ! " 
" 1,hen, without further inquiry or reflection, you accept what

ever any one choo es to tell you, aud <lo not even care to inquire 

whether people have been laughing at you?" 
'' But, papa, I feit convinced that the ocean-waves had brought 

this carcaRs hith er." 
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"Exactly; anLl there is your blunder. But, surely, you did not 
require any very large allowance of good sense to perceive the 
impos. ibility of tl1e sea's carrying off, in one and the . nme day, 
the skeleton of a whale and replacing it Ly that of a mam
moth." 

''True; I never thought of that." 
"Then, by way of penalty, you shall tell rne all you know 

about the mammoth." 
" We only know, respecting this animal, that its bony relics, of 

enormous magnitude, have been discovered embedded in the soil 
in Ardic countries." 

" Rea11y, you have become quite a philosopher ! I see that 
before Professor Ernest began to joke with you, he took care, at 
all events, to give you some solicl information." 

I added a few words on the existence of this antediluvian 
monster, whieh would seem to have been an extinct species of the 
elephant genus. But Rudly's credulity cost him a few quips ancl 
sarca ms from his brothers. 

' What a good boy is Rndly ! " exclaimed Ernest; " he had 
, wallowed his pill in a truly amu. ing manner I He has taken for 
the skeleton of an antediluvian animal the carcass of a whale which 
we di. sected yesterday ! " 

"Well," answered Rudly, smiling good-hurnouredly under the 
inflietion of l1is lJl'other's jokes; "well, I am no philosopher, and 
1 thought fish had spines, and not bones; certainly, these are not 

. " spnic ·. 
' .1. o, urnloubtedly," .-aitl I, "yon are not a philosopher; the 

rnore's the pity, or you woultl have known that whales, and al I 
fi:-;h of the same family, have real bones. So have birds, men, and 
all living creatures; only the , tructure aml com po. ition vary 
according to their different de.-tination:-;. The hone' of :fi. ·h are 
formed of a kind of oily matter ligbter than water, which a si ts 
th m to maintain their equilibrium in the element in which they 
live. Bird ,' have bones inflated, a. it were, with air, and adapteri 
to th ir voyages in the upper region . for the t rrestrial 
animal', th ir bone are more solid, because tl1 y ar' i11t nded. to 
, upport the entir 1ulk of their body." 

(372) '2R 
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" Can we not," said Frederick, eyeing steadfastly the skeleton 

of the ,vhale, "make some m;e of this mountain of bone?" 

"I do not exactly see," was my reply, "how we can profit by 

it. Yet the Dutch manufacture posts for their meadow-fences, 

and even rustic chairs, out of this bone; and they are said to have 

a very good effect. Perhaps, one day, when we have leisure, we 

might attempt the construction of a chair of natural history for 

our museum. But there is no hurry; and, indeed, it will be an 

advantage that the sun and winds should thoroughly dry and 

whiten this immense carcass, ·which will only be the more suitable 

for the various uses we contemplate making of it ." 

Thus discoursing, we returned to our plantation; but I was forced 

to own it ·was too late to finish the task before night. We 

covered with soil the roots of the shrubs still remaining, anu 

deferred to succeeding days the end of this important operation. 

We found enough to do until the time of departure in attending 

to our monster turtle. We :first brought the boat right opposite 

the spot where it was lying on its back. Then arose the question, 

IIow should we get it on board ? This was a pnzzle that kept ll.'J 

for some time silent . 
"I have it!" I exclaimed suddenly, striking my forehead witL 

my hand; "we are troubling ourselves about a trifle . Instead 

of our carrying this monster, let us make him convey us back to 

Rock House. A turtle makes a capital ocean-charger, as Frederick 

and I can very well remember." 

The thought was a happy one, aml everybody caperecl merrily. 

I ba. ·tened to the periagua; we emptied the barrel of fresh water 

we had brought with us, and, after replacing the turtle on its 

feet, bound it very securely to its back, lest it should plunge 

tlownwarcls into the depths, and drag us after it . Our towing 

apparatus was simply a rope passed through a hole which we 

bored in its npper shell aml fastened to the bow of our boat; 

and., without losing a moment, we all sprang on board just as our 

am phi bi an darted into the sea. 

I placed myself at the bow, armed with a hatchet, and ready to 

cut the cable at the first indication of danger. We were not com

pelled, however, to resort to this extremity, and we accompli, bed 
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our voyage with equal rapidity and good luck. An oar 
which I held served instead of whip; and a blow well 

applied, when our strange beast of draught appeared 
inclined to break off on either side, kept it in 

a straight line. My sons laughed heartily at 
our new equipage; and Professor Ernest 

likened us to the sea god Poseidon, gliding 
_-.,,, .,_"- over the waves in a chariot drawn by 

---=-~~ dolphins or sea-horses. 

We landed at Rock-Town in 

safety ; and our first care, afte1 
mooring the boat, was to moor 

the turtle, replacing the empty 
cask by stout ropes, which 

held it securely. But 
as we could not long 

preserve it m this 
fashion, its execution 

took place on 
the following 

mormng, 
and 

its enormous car:1pace was set aside for the basin of the fountain 
we had constructed in the interior of our grotto. We found it no 
P.Jil,R"Y rnatt@r to clear out the flesh, and subject it to the various 
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preparatory processes necessary before we could use it for such a 

purpo e; but when finished, it was really a magnificent sheJl, and 

at least six feet long by three feet broad. We cut up tbe animal 

so as to save the greater portion o[ its s 1b tance, and it provided 

us for a considerable time with rich an,l nutritious soups . The 

flesh was tender, and in taste not at all unlike veal. 

Our professor and myself ransacked our brains for all the facts 

in natural history we coulll remember, and both came to the 

conclusion, that our turtle belonged to the species known as tJ1e 

Edible, or Green Turtle (Ohelonia midas). 

We had experienced so much difficulty in our harvesting pre

vious to the last rainy season, that we resolved, instead of com

mitting our seeds to the soil haphazard and without order, to till 

a suitable field which might receive them all at the same time, that 

they might come to maturity together. But as our beasts of 

burden were not yPi sufficiently accustomed to the yoke to execute 

in a proper manner the preparatory agricultural operations, I was 

compelled to defer them to another opportunity. 

Meanwhile, I undertook the construction of a loom for our good 

manageress. The frightful dilapidation of our garments rendered 

8uch a rnachine of immense urgency. Yet it was not without 

severe labour and anxiety that I rendered it capable of working. 

True, it was neither graceful nor perfect, but it turned out a 

tolerably good piece of stuff, which was all we required. How I 

congratulated myself, then, that in my youth I had frequently 

171 ited the worlrnhops of our weavers nnd made myself acquainu~d 
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with the <lctailc; of th, manufacture! As we had no wheat fiour 
to make the pa te used by the weavers in gluing the threads to 
prevent them from becoming entangled, I employed i ingla s as a 

ubstirnte, and I can venture confidently to assert that my method 
was superior to that of the weavers'; for isinglas. preserves a degree 
of humidity which common pm;te cannot retain, ancl, by u ·ing it, 
on an weave jut a w 11 in a dry and lofty room as in the damp 
cellars where our weaYer have from time immemorial been 
accu tomecl to imprison them::;clves. 

I have already mention d the window-pane, I had fabricated out 
of thi. material; not adapted it is true, to windows expo eel to 
the rain, but very suitable for ours, which, on account of their deep 
embrasures, were sheltered from all external dampness. 

I wa so encouraged by the , uccess of the e two enterpri es that 
I re olved to attempt anoth r, and, in poetic language, to add a 
thircl flower to my inc1u, trial crown. My young cavaliers had 
lonrr tormented me for . addles and tirrups; our bea, ts of burden 
were in want of yokes and collar . 

I et to work, and constituted myself " saddler and barness
maker," as I had ju t been" machine-manufacturer," and "glazier." 
The skin of the kangaroos and cu-dogs furnished me with leather; 
and for lrnir I employed the vegetable fibre wit which our Molucca 
pigeon. had brought us acquainted. But as, after awhile, this 
fibre ,rnuld have become flat and hard under the rider, I directed 
my on. to curl it by winding up several taples in a twisted yarn 
with a winch. It wa , . uff ercd to remain in thi po ition until it had 
a. ·urned the required url; thcu we unwound it, arnl thus obtained 
a kind of frizzled hair as ela. tic as horse-hair. In a short time we 
,Ycre provided with , addle , tirrups, girths, bridles, straps of all 
kinc1 ·, collar and yokes, proportioned to the ize and strength of 
th variou. animals for which they were intended 

However the buffalo and the l,ull, for whom we de tined the 
b , t part of the. e ornament. , did not :eem to appreciate them, and 
but for the iron ring in their no.tril. by which we managed to 
g uide th rn , I do not think we should ev r have :ucceeded in 
makin rr th em wear a collar or support the yok . At la t we con
quered; but iu ·tend of harne , ing them by the horn a. 1 · 
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customary in Germany and France, I adopted the English method; 
and placed the yoke on their necks . I n fact, it appeared to me 
that it was with their shoulders rather than with their foreheads 
that our oxen did their work, and our labours were sufficiently 
well done to convince me that I was not mistaken. 

These labours were not entirely at an encl when we were 
visited, as in the preceding year, by a shoal of herrings. vVe 
bad derived too much profit during the wet season from 
the results of our former fishery to neglect the present oppor
tunity. 

The herrings were followed by the sea-dogs, and these we a.lso 
welcomed for the sake of their skins and bladders, which we had 
now learned to adapt to many important uses . We killed from 
twenty to twenty-four, of different sizes, and turned to ad vantage 
their fat and skin, abandoning only their hard, coarse, and heavy 
fle8h to the crabs of the Jackal River. 

This long continuance of sedentary toil, however, proved in time 
distasteful to my young people, and they eagerly solicited me to 
indulge them with a hunt in the country. I still adjourned this 
recreation-at all events until after the completion of a task which 
I had long meditated, and whose need daily became more urgent . 
[ refer to the manufacture of some hampers and baskets, which had 
become indispensable to our good housewife for the storage of 
3eecl, and fruits, and vegetables. Our first attempts were below 
mediocrity, and the clumsy manikins we turned out were fit for 
nothing else than the reception of potatoes. But Practice makes 
Perfect; and when we thought ourselves sufficiently experienced we 
brought into use the Spanish reeds which had cost our poor Ruclly 
so dear. With these we produced a few panniers and baskets with 
handles, which answered their purpose admirably well. They 
proved very valuable to us; aud if they had not all the elegance 
and firmness which more skilful hands might have given them, 
they were light and solid-the two primary conditions on which 

vve insisted. 
My sons had made a kind of large hamper to hold our cassava : 

in a spirit of fun they deposited little Fritz in its interior, anr1 
Ruclly and Ernest, having passed a couple of bamboos through its 
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A CONVEYANCE FOR MAMMA. 

handles, set off running with him as far as Family Bridge, while 

he struggled and shouted lustily. 
Frederick, who had been looking on with much amusement, 

turned to me, and said,-
" vYe might take a hint from this trick, papa. If, while our 

hands are in, we could make a litter for mamma with some of our 
strongest reeds, we might induce her, perhaps, to join more 

frequently in our distant excursions." 
"True," I answered; "and a litter would certainly be as com

fortable a conveyance as the back of our old ass, and a far easier 

one than the cart." 
The notion was taken up by my children with transports of joy. 

But my wife, laughing gaily, bade us observe that she should make 
but a sorry figure in our caravans, seated in a basket I I promised, 
however, that her litter should be more graceful in form than any 

of our recent contrivances. 
" We will make you," said I, " a palanquin, after the fashion of 

the Persians, or the American colonists." 
" Mercy ! " immediately exclaimed Master Ernest. " A palan-· 

quin pre-supposes slaves to carry it, and then woe to our 

shoulders ! " 
"Be not afra1d, boys," replied the good mother, " I will nevei

take you for my slaves; and if I consent to trust myself on some 
future occasion in the machine you are projecting, it will only be 
when you have the means of placing it on broader and stronger 

shoulders than yours." 
"I think we are troubling ourselves very needlessly," remarked 

Rurlly; '' have we not the bull and the buffalo? Master Light
ning, my servant, will do all that may be required of him, and I 
answer beforehand for his perfect docility and good-will." 

I warmly approved of this idea, and complimented upon it our 
hasty young fellow, who was not always wont to enunciate such 

sensible and practicable notions. 
We immediately applied ourselves to the construction of the 

palanquin. The two animals were brought upon the ground; and 
Rudly and little Fritz, who usually attendeJ them, and whose 
voices they knew perfeclly, were commissioned to make them 
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understand, as far as was possible, what we expected from them. 
We substituted for their ordinary harness a network of ropes and 
straps, intended to support at the side a couple of shafts. Between 
these we slung a great, oblong pannier, which was im_mediately 
honoured with the title of "palanquin," and wherein Ernest was 
placed to test its convenience and security. Rudly mounted 
Lightning, and little Fritz Thunder, and, at the word of com
mand, they trotted off, like two docile animals. At first they pro
gressed easily, and the pannier, nicely balanced, swung as lightly as 
any Oriental litter suspended on springs of steel. But Master 
Rudly had no intention of treating his brother to an excursion of 
pleasure or a chariot-ride; be meditated playing him a trick. So, 
on a preconcerted signal between him and Fritz, the two mis
chievous postilions whipped up their steeds, which broke into a 
gallop, and subjected poor Ernest to a new and grotesque kind of 
punishment, as at every bound of the animals he was violently 
bumped. The joke was rough, but not dangerous; and we found 
it impossible to refrain from laughing at the contortions of our 
phlegmatic Ernest. 

" Hallo there!" he cried, to the conductors; "hallo there ! 
Stop ! Stop ! " 

But they turned a deaf ear both to his commands and entreaties, 
and the poor victim was compelled to endure his punishment all the 
time they were galloping to the edge of Jackal River. You may 
conceive his indignation, and the reproaches he poured out on his 
brothers, when he leaped to the ground; and the quarrel would, per
haps, have proved serious, had I not intervened at the right 
moment . This passing cloud, however, did not disturb our 
domestic peace. I reprimanded Rudly, and Ernest was soon so 
completely pacified that I saw him assisting his brother to un
harness the buffalo, and lead him back to the stable. He even 
came r or a handful of salt, to regale the poor animal which had been 
the innocent instrument of his mystification. 
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GAIN we returned to our basket-making, but 
hacl scarcely begun to work when Frede
rick, whose keen eye could travel a great 
di::-;tance, sprung up suddenly, alarmed by 
a cloud of dust which rose on the other 
side of the river, in the avenue leading to 
Falcon's-Nest. 

cc There must be some animal yonder," he exclaimed, of more 
than ordinary size and strength, to judge by the dust it is raising! 
And, what is more, it is evidently coming in onr direction." 

cc I don't know what it can be," I answered; "for our cattle are 
in the stalls, resting themselves after their experiment with the 
palanquin." 

"Very probably," remarked my wife, cc it is two or three of our 
sheep, or perhaps our sow has recommenced her gambols by rolling 
herself in the sand." 

cc No, no, no," said Frederick, earnestly; " 'tis something extra
ordinary, I tell you; I can see by its movements. In order to 
advance, the animal alternately rolls and unrolls itself. I see the 
rings which its body forms. Stop! it is now upright; it looks just 
like a ma::-;t raised above the dust. It advances-it pauses-it is 
moving again-but I cannot make out its feet or legs." 

My wife was frightened by this description. I ran for a tele
scope which we had aved from the wreck, and then directed my 
gaze in _the direction of the cloud of dust. 

" I can ee plainly," observed Frederick , cc that the creature, 
whatever it may be1 ha. a green body. ·what do rou tliink of 
it, father?" 
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" I think that, without losing a moment, we must retreat into 

our grotto, and close up every avenue or opening." 

" What do you think it may be, then?" 

" A serpent, Frederick ! Yes, I am sure of it." 

" Hurrah, then, for a fight I I won't be the last to present it 

with our compliments. Our artillery will be . of good service 

now. 
,, 

"I hope so; but not an open field as you seem to advise. The 

serpent is an enemy so well defended by its peculiar structure that 

we must not fight it until we have secured a safe position." 

Frederick did not appear very well satisfied with my prudence; 

but we all hastened to our grotto, and prepared to receive the foe. 

That it was a boa-constrictor I could no longer doubt; and it 
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ing of dread we saw 
it roll along the 
shore its enormous 
coils. At intervals 
it reared its huge 
crest fully fifteen 
to twenty feet above 
the ground, turning 
its head slowly to 
the right and to the 
left, as if examining 

the neighbourhood in quest of prey; and 

its open jaws its long and forked tongue. 

incessantly darting from 

Having crossecl the bridge, it moved towards our grotto. We 
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MISSING THE MARK. 363 

had ban'icaded as stoutly as possible the door and every opening: 
and retired into the pigeon-house by an inner passage which we 
had long ago constructed, and which now proved very useful. 
Through tlie lattice-work projected the muzzles of our guns, and 
we stood with our :fingers on their triggers, f'lose~y observing every 
movement of the enemy. A deep hush p1evailed among us ;- it 
was the silence of terror. 

Meanwhile, the boa, in its advance, instinctively became aware 
of the neighbourhood of man, and we remarked that it seemed to 
hesitate. Again it moved forward, until, either by accident or 
because it detectecl. some alteration in the locality, it stretched its 
huge bulk right in front of our grotto, at about thirty paces dis
tant. Scarcely had it taken up this position before Ernest, from a 

feeling of fear rather than from any martial ardour, pulled the 
trigger of his gun, and before it was time gave a false signal. 
Rudly and Fritz follo·wed his example; and my wife, to whom the 
danger lent a courage beyond that of her sex, and who handled a 
musket like ourselves, also fired. 

The monster reared; but whether because the shots had missed 
it, or because its scales were impenetrable to them, it seemed 
to us unwounded. Frederick and I then took careful aim, but 
with no better success, for we had the mortification to see the 
creature recoil itself, and glide with incredible rapidity towards 
Duck's Marsh, where it disappeared among the reeds. 

A general shout accompanied its disappearance. We felt our
selves relieved from an enormous weight, the presence of the 
monster had so oppressed us. We once more began to speak ; 
everybody claimed the merit of a careful shot; yet it was certain 
that i(' all of us had been skilful, the enemy had been more skilful, 
for it hac.l escaped from the field without a wound. We were 
all agreed as to its immense proportions, but not as to the colours of 
its skin, each, on that point, giving free vent to his imagination. 
I allowed my children to chatter as they pleased, that their 
thoughts might be diverted from the difficulties of our position. 
The neighbourhood of the boa still caused· me a keen anxiety, for 
I could think of no means of conquering it; against so formidable 
an enPmy our united strength was insufficient. Meanwhile~ I 
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ordered all my family to remain within the grotto, ancl forbarle 

them to open the door without rny expre. s permission. 

For three days our dread of this terrible neighbour kept us im

prisoned; three clays of ala.rm and anguish, during which I would 

not suffer the least infraction of the rule I had established. The 

interior service of the grotto was the sole consideration which 

occasionally induced me to relax my severity, and then we con

fined our movements to the space of a few yards before the door, 

or as far aR the reservoir of the fountain. 

The monster gave uo indication of its presence, and we should have 

thought it had disappeared, eitl1er by crossing Duck's Marsh or by 

some defile in the rocks unknown to ourselves, but for the restle s

ness and agitation which still prevailed among our water-fowl. 

We saw them every evening, as night approached, taking their 

A.ight along the shore, and directing t11eir course, with shrill cries, 

towards Shark Island, as to a safer asylum than the lake. 

My embanassment now increased daily, and the rnotionlessne s 

of the enemy only rendered our position the more painful by 

affording us abundant leisure to reflect upon it. ·vv e were too 

weak a force to take the :field and march direct upon Duck's 1ar h. 

Such an expedition would have cost the lives of one or more of us. 

Our clogs were equally powerless; and to have exposed our beasts 

of burden only r or a moment would have been an useless sacrifice. 

On the other hand, our stock of provisions diminished visibly, and 

the season was not sufficiently far advanced to jnstify our encroach

ing upon our winter riches. In a word, we were in a most tleplor

able condition, when Heaven came to our aid. The instrnment 

,,hich it made use of to save us was our poor old ass; that mild 

and patient animal became the assurance of our safety. 

The forage which we had by ns in reserve diminished rapidly: 

we had to support the cow, for she contributed to our subsistence; 

but what could we do with the other animals? I resolved to give 

them their liberty, and leave them to find their own foo tl. What

ever might be the inconvenience of this plan, it was a suredly pre

ferable to seeing us all die of hunger, shut up in the grotto. I 

considered that on the other side of the river they would not only 

obtain food but be quite afe from the boa, while it remained 
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buried among tlie reeds. But I was unwilling they should pursue 
in their migration the usual route across Family Jhidgc, for I 
fenred it might arouse the enemy. I thought of the ford where 
we had first crossed the river, ancl detenninecl to effect a passage 
there. We tied our animals together, and FrerlPri<'k. the boldest 
and bravest of our 
company, volun
teered to lead them, 
mounted on the 
onager, while I 
superintended the 
!llarch, and saw 
that they preserved 
goo cl order. I bade 
my son, at the first 
indication of the 
serpent's presence, 
to fly full gallop 
towards Fitlcon's
N est . As for the 
animals, I com
mitted tliem to 
the care of Provi
dence. I proposed 
to take up my own , 
station on a rock 

overlooking Duck'r-; Bay, to discover the boa's retreat, if possible; 
and in case of his advancing to the attack, to retire to the grotto, 
where a well-directed volley might rid us of him. 

"\Ve loaded all our -fire-arms. My younger sons were posted as 
sentinels in the pigeon-house, and directed to watch every move
ment of the enemy, while Frederick ancl I began to arrange our 
train of animals; but a misunderstanding suddenly upset all my 
plans. My wife, who was stationed at the door, did not wait for 
the signal, and threw it open before all the animals were yoked. 
'Three days' rest and abundant food harl inspired our ass with a 
strength and energy beyond his age; and the moment a ray of 
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daylight penetrated the shadows of our grotto, he darted out like 
an arrow, and was far away in the plain before we were sensible 
of his departure. The gambols which he then indulged in were so 
ludicrous that we burst into a fit of laughter. Frederick, mounted 
on his onager, would fain have gone in pursuit; but as he had 
taken the direction of the marsh, I would not allow him, and we 
contented ourselves with adopting every means of pernuasion m~ 
could think of to induce his return. We called him by his name ; 
we sounded the horn with which we announced to our cattle the 
hour of repast; but all ,vas in vain! The intractable fellow thought 
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only of enjoying his liberty; and, as if impelled by some fatality, 
proceeded, with many a bound and leap, towards the Duck's Marsh. 
What a shudder thrilled through every heart when suddenly we 
saw the horrible serpent rear its crest above the reeds ! Brandish
ing its triple-forked tongue, it darted in the direction of the ass, 
which, poor beast! seeing his fatal mistake, brayed loudly, and 
took to flight; but neither his braying nor his legs availed him 
against his terrible enemy. In less than a minute he was seizcil, 
entangled, and, as it were, crushed in the enormous folds of the 
monster's body. 
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My wife and children uttered a simultaneous shriek of horror, 
and we retreated ha tily into the grotto, whence we could see the 
dreadful struggle between the ass and the boa. l\Iy boys would 
fain have fired, and rescued, by a well-delivered volley, our poor 
servant from the deadly embrace of his antagonist. I prevented 
them. 

" What will your musketry effect? " said I; "the boa is too 
busy with its prey to be terrified into releasing him; while if you 
are lucky enough to wound it, who will say that you would then 
e cape the consequences of its fury? Undoubtedly, the loss of our 
ass is a misfortune; but, I hope, it will save us from a greater 
one. Let us remain here in safety, and before long the monster 
will fall into our hands, defenceless and incapable of injury. Only 
wait until it has swallowed its victim." 

"But we shall then have a very long time to wait," exclaimed 
Rudly. " The ugly brnte will not swallow our poor ass at one 
mouthful, I suppose, and it will be horrible to see it rending him 
limb by limb." 

" The serpent docs not rend its prey," I anE-wered; "its teeth 
are only fitted to seize it, and when it has killed the ass, it will 
swallow it at a single gulp ! " 

"What!" cried little Fritz, his voice half choked by terror, 
" can a serpent swallow its prey at one mouthful ? Is this one 
poisonous ? " 

" o," I an ·wered, "the boa is not venomous; but is not less 
terrible on this account. It is gifted with prodigiou trength; 
and when it ha rendered itself ma ter of an animal, whatever may 
be the latter's size, it crushe it, pound. together flesh and bones, 
and buries the " ·hole in it stomach." 

" Impos ible ! " said Rudly; " that bon. could never crush our 
a .. antl engulf him in its throat; for he i much larger." 

" Impo :iblc, do you say, Rutlly?" exclaimed Frederick; "why, 
look, the mon ter i already at work ; , ee how he cru hes and 
tortures our poor ervant ! Ob. erve : it knead. and pounds the 
body into a suitable ize for swallo\\·ing, ju t a. we do with a 
mouthful of bread." 

With hi<l.eo-u ardour the boa completed its preparations for a 
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luxurious banquet. My wife was so frightened that she could n0 
longer endure the painful spectacle, and withdrew into the recesses 
of tbe grotto with little Fritz, whom. she di.cl not wish to grow 
accustomed at so early an age to the image of carnage. I was 
glad she did so, for every moment the sight grew more horrible, 
and I could scarcely bear it myself. The ass was dead; we had 
heard his last hee-haws choked by the boa, and could distinctly 
hear the snapping and cracking of his bones. The monster, to 
increase its power, had coiled its tail round a rocky projection, 
which gave all its efforts the force of a lion; and we saw it knead 
the shapeless mass into a soft and plastic paste, so to speak, in which 
we could only recognize the poor animal's head, all bleeding, and 
covered with wounds. 

The monster having completed its preparations disposed itself 
to enjoy its victory, and swallow its meal. It placed before it 
the pounded mass, which it covm .. ed with a viscous slime; then, 
extending along the ground the whole length of its body, dis
tended its jaws to their extreme width, and began to swallow it. 
It seized the ass by its hind feet; then, little by little, and with 
great effort, the remains of the slaughtered animal disappeared in 
the serpent's ffisophagus. The latter paused at frequent intervals; 
and, in truth, one would say that there was as much toil as plea
sure in the operation, though it was rendered easier by the quantity 
of saliva with which it covered its prey. Neverthele1ss, we ob
served that as the work advanced, the animal lost more and 
more of its strength and energy; so that when it arrived at the 
head of the ass, which it had forgotten to knead and crnsh like 
the rest, it was compelled to stop, and fell into a complete state of 
torpor. 

So protracted had been t],e process that, tl10ugh it had begun 
at seven in the morning, it was not terminated until noon. 

As soon as I saw the animal was perfectly motionless, I ex
claimed:-

" Now, then, my sons-forwanl ! forward ! We can easily make 
a conquest of the giant." 

With my gun ready cocked I rushed from the grotto, followed 
by Frederick and Rudly; Ernest, naturally of a more timjd dis-
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positio11, linge rccl in the rear. I thought it prudent to dissemble 
my perception of his intentional delay, as there might be some 
danger in compelljng the lad against his will to approach an enemy 
whose appearance was still formidable. Fritz and his mother 
remained in the grotto. 

I discovered, when I drew near the monster, that my conjectures 
as to its genus were correct, and that it ·was the boa-constrictor of 
naturalists. It raised its head in my direction, and after casting 
upon us a glance of powerless rage, let it sink back again. 

We halted at about twenty paces, and Frederick and I fired at 
the same time. Our two charges entered the creature's head; 
but they were not fatal, and its eyes sparkled with a final gleam 
of rage. T,vo pistol shots, delivered from a nearer stand-point, 

completecl our task; its tail uncoiled itself on the sand, and it lay 
stretched before us like the trunk of an enormous tree. Rudly, 
however, wished to share in the victory, and approaching the 
monster, fired into its body the contents of his pistol. The shock 
produced a kind of galvanic motion, and the tail being suddenly 
rai eel, knocked Rudly over; he escaped, however, with nothing 
wor e than a fright. 

Immediately we raised a song of victory, and shouted so lustily 
and so enthu iastically as to bring Ernest, Fritz, and my wife upon 
the scene. 

" What an uproar you have made ! " she exclaimed, for she stj]l 
suffered from her nervous panic; " one would have thought it 
was a troop of savages after omc deadly combat." 

372 '24-
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"And it was, indeed," I answered, "a deadly combat; and we 
have good reason to rejoice after so important a victory, which 
rescues us, in my opinion, from no light danger. Not to us, how
ever, belongs the honour: to God be all the praise and glory, for 
it is His hand which has saved us." 

"For my part," said Frederick, "I must own that during the 
last three days I have suffered intensely from fear and anxiety. 
At length we can breathe freely; but we owe a debt of gratitude 
to our poor ass, who devoted himself for us, as, of old, Ourtius 
i::acrificed his life for the salvation of the Roman people." 

"And thus," added Ernest, "those things which we value the 
least often prove, in this world, to be the most useful." 

"Poor dear old ass I" exclaimed little Fritz, with a melancholy 
air and in a plaintive voice, "we shall no longer go riding upon 
his back." 

" It is true, my boy," said his mother, "we must regret him as 
a good and faithful servant; but if our safety could only be secured 
by the sacrifice of one of our animals, let us thank Heaven that 
the one selected was the one we could best dispense with. He 
was already old and feeble, and it is probable that, before long, we 
should have been compelled to get rid of him. The dragon has 
only shortened his life by a few months; but his end was not the 
less horrible." 

Fritz noticed the new expression employed by his mother to 
Llesignate the boa. 

"Mamma," said he, "has called the monster a dragon; is it a 
dragon like those which anciently lived in Switzerland?" 

" A wise remark," I exclaimed, "for so small a head! The dragons 
of which we read in the chronicles and old national songs of our 
mountains have never existed, save in the imagination of the poets 
who hymned them. Their wings are a fable, which, however, is 
explained by the rapid movements of the boa, and of these you 
yourselves have had sufficient proof." 

"But," replied Fritz, "do people eat serpents? Because if they 
do, there is meat enough here to last us for a week ! " 

"Oh, horrid!" we all exclaimecl, with an expre'sion of infinite 
disgust. 
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'' I think the best thing we can do with it," observed Frederick: 
" is to empale it." 

cc Just so," said Rudly; cc and we will plant it before onr thresh
old to keep at a distance the dangerous beasts which might other
wise approach it." 

"But it would also drive away our domestic cattle," added 
Frederick. " No ; its place should be in our library, where it will 
figure handsomely along with the branches of coral and curious 
shells we have collected." 

" And," said Ernest, laughing, cc along with the ginseng, that 
sacred herb of the Chinese." 

I pretended to reproach our young professor for treating our 
infant museum with so much contempt; but while I was exerting 
myself to prove that the richest and most beautiful collections had 
all begun on as small a scale as our own, my wife reminded me of 
Fritz's question in reference to the eatableness of the serpent's 
flesh. 

cc The boa," I said, cc is not venomous; but even if it were, it 
might be eaten without danger. The rattlesnake is eaten, though 
it is the most poisonous of reptiles; and many savage tribes feed 
upon the animals brought down by their envenomed arrows." 

"It does not matter," replied my wife; cc I should never have 
the courage to taste it." 

" Prejudice I all prejudice ! And I assure you that I would not 
hesitate to eat a slice of boa, if I had no other fooc1.. However, to 
the viands of savages I own I very much pref er those dishes more 
in harmony with European habits." 

This was an excellent opportunity for a lesson to my sons on 
the natural history of serpents, and I replied with much pleasure 
to the numerous questions they put to me respecting them. I 
told them that some pigs left one day on the shore of a N ort? 
American island infested by rattlesnakes had completely annihil
ated them. 

Ernest inquired if it were true that the serpent really possessed 
the faculty attributed to it by many writers of fascinating the 
birds which fl.uttered within its reach, and killing them by its 
breath. 
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1
' Men of nnc1oubterl souriety of judgment," I replied, "have 

shared in this belief; but it is probable tl.at the sole magic of the 
rattlesnake lies in the terror it inspires in its feathered victims, 
and that in its supposed process of fascination its breath does not 
perform any part. 

'' Besides," I added, "we meet in Africa with a bird called the 
Secretary Bird-in reference to a feather which it carries in its ear, 
like certain scribes-and which plays such havoc among serpents as 
effectually to cont~·adict the power of fascination popularly attri
buted to the latter." 
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Afterwards I explained to my young auditors tbe manner 
in which was disposed the venom carrieil by poisonous !:ler
pents . 

.. '.Co the lower jaw," said I, "two 1:nnall bags are suspendeJ, and 
two inferior teeth, long and pointecl, cone::;ponding to them, are 
concealed in or ejected from the gums at the animal's pleasure. 
When it would only bite or seize its prey, it makes no use of these 
fangs: when it would kill, it raises them; their points penetratP 

the 1 

of e, 
&ime 

rhk 
musi 

the: 

cerm 

le•t 

inter 

mu 

w 
''Jt F 
t ' 

J( llr 

tract · 

llni 
~ar 
flipn, I 

ill~ari 

'et\!~ 

illinu1 
l1a[j.1i 



A POETICAL ATTE.l\IPT. 373 

the bags or poison, which flows imo a kind of channel in the centre 
of each tooth, and thence exudes into the wound made by these 
, ame teeth in the reptile's prey." 

I also spoke of the Spectacled Snake (Serpent a lunettes ), 
which the Indian jugglers train to dance co the sound of 
mu ic, much to the admiration of the ignorant people for whom 
the sight is intended. In a word, I related all tl1at I knew con
cerning serpents great or small, injurious or harmless. This 
lecture, whose special merit was the presence of the boa, greatly 
intere tecl my young pupils; but as it would not have quite so 
much attraction for my readers, who have probably never met with 
a boa except in a menagerie, I terminate my notes of it to resume 
the hi. tory of onr adventures. 

After the three clays of anxiety ,ve batl endured in the confine
ment of our grotto, ,Ye enjoyed to the utmost the plea~rnre c-f 
breathing fr eely; jt ,vas a seco1l!l dehverarn.:e, and almost as im
portant a that of the shipwreck. One neve1· !'eels so keenly the 
happine , of living as after a clanger to which one has nearly fallen 
a victim. 

,v e had now to decide what should be done with the boa. I 
sent Frederick and Rndly to the grotto, with orders to harness the 
two bnffaloe . I remained with Ernest and little Fritz in guard 
of our capture, to defend it against the birds of prey already at
tracted to the scene, as I was de irous of preserving its brilliant robe. 

\Vhen we were alone I reprimanded Ernest for the timidity h8 
had displayed in the attack on the serpent; and by way of punish
ment, I joco cly commanded him to prepare an epitaph for our 
poor as . 'The penalty was really a pleasure for our prof es or, who 
invariably com po eel all our ew Y enr congratulntions and anni-
er ary madrigals. He et to work, ancl after sitting for about ten 

minute with hi head upon his harnls, he ro e, and with an au 
half-timitl, half-confident, r cited the following line , :-

Ef 1TAPII. 

Wntten zn Fren ch by l.Joctor Ern f's t . 

' l ei repose un Ane, litboriewr scrviteur, 
Lequel, pour a voir l! t~ un e seulc fois dcsc bet. sau t, 

'est vu d~vorer par un horrible ·crpent 
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Une famille, p~re, m~re, et quatre gari,ons, 
Naufrag!ie sur cette cote d!iserte, 
.l<'irent pour le sauver d'une mort cruelle 
De vains efforts: il mourut victime de son imprudence , 
Et plem·i de ses amis, dont sa mort assm·ait la vie." 

Englished:-

,. Here rests an Ass, a servant loyal and true, 
\Vho once his master's orders disobeyed, 
And to a monstrous serpent victim fell 
A family, wrecked upon this desert shore, 
Father, and mother, and four hopeful sons, 
All vainly sought to save him from his doom;
He died, a sufferer for a venial fault, 
Much mourned by friends whose life his death assured ! " 

"A<lmirable ! "said I, laughing; "here are eight lines, and four of 

them have as many feet as a centipede I But it matters uct. 

As they are probably the best verses ever composed in this islancl, 

they will figure verywell on the mausoleum of ourpoor unlucky ass'' 

At the same time I drew from my pocket a reel crayon, arnl 

traced on the rough surface of the rock the verses (no less rough) 

which my little poet dictated with becoming modesty. 

I had scarcely finished, when Frederick and Rudly returned 

with the buffaloes . The donkey's epitaph naturally became the 

subject of conversation; but it was pronounced so deficient in 

poetry, and we overwhelmed its author with so many sarcasms, that 

Ernest had no l1elp for it but to give up his composition to our 

criticism, and join in the general laugh. 

Then we began our task. We harnessed the bull and the 

buffalo to the ass's head, which still projected from the serpent's 

jaws, and while we held on firmly to the monster's tail, they con

trived to extricate from its distended interior the disfigured remains 

of our unfortunate servant. We dug a trench to receive them, and 

piled a heap of rocks above their resting-place to serve as a monu

ment. 
The buffalo and his companion were next yoked to the boa's 

tail, and we made them take the road to the grotto, dragging the 

monster behind them, its head supported by a rope to prevent it 

from touching the ground. 
"What shall we do now ? " inquirecl. my sons, on reaching home; 

:i how shall we remove the skin? " 
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" Think for yourselves," I answered; " your young heads will 
never invent anything as long as you count on the complacent as
sistance of a third to extricate you from embarrassment." 

"I remembzr," said Frederick, "to have read in the Voyages of 
Captain Steadmann, that a negro, having killed a boa whose skin 
his captain ·was very anxious to preserve, adopted a vr-~ry ingenious 
method of flaying it. He passed round the head a stout rope, 
which he threw over the branch of a tree; hauled up the serpent's 
head to the height of the branch; and escalading the trunk, 
clung to the same branch with his left arm, while with a sharp 
knife in his right hand he made an incision in the creature's throat. 
He then glided down the whole length of the serpent without 
letting go his knife, and thus effected a deep cut in its skin from 
head to tail, which considerably facilitated the proces~ of 
flaying." 

" Capital, capital ! " shouted all my little fellows, as with one 
voice. "But there is this difficulty; not one of us is as nimble as 
the negro ; and so, good-bye to the incision I " 

" I can suggest a simpler means,'' cried Ernest; "one which I 
have frequently seen employed by cooks in skinning eels, and our· 
experiment with the buffaloes in extricating our poor ass from the 
serpent's interior will here be of infinite assistance to us. It is 
ju:,t this: cut the skin close to the head, and remove a tolerably 
long portion where we can twist round the ropes of our harness ; 
after securely fastening the serpent's head with a cable to the foot 
of a tree, we will make the buffaloes move gently forward in an op
posite direction, and thus they will draw off the creature's skin, 
and strip it even to its tail." 

" Ah, well," said Rudly, "that is not so amusing as the negro's. 
plan ; I should uncommonly like to slide along the great serpent's 
body." 

" For the sake of utility," interrupted I, " we can very well dis
pense with amusement. Ernest's notion is simple and easily 
carried out ; so, gentlemen, to work ! You do not require my 

assistance for this operation, and I will leave to you all the honour 
of it. Nothing can be easier than the preparation of this skin, 
which shall be yours for the ornament of your natural hi tory 



376 STUFFING A SERPENT. 

museum. You first dissect as well as you can the animal's 
cranium ; next, you wash the skin with sand, water, and ashes ; 
dry it in the sun, scour it well from head to tail, stuff it with hay, 
cotton, and any other kind of light and dry material; and your 
work, I assure you, will then be fit to do you honour ." 

Frederick assured me that he understood clearly the various pro
cesses I had described, but confessed that he did not expect to suc
ceed in them. I encouraged him to make the attempt, remarking 
that if man always suffered himself to be arrested by clifficultics, he 
would never undertake anything. 

At length my young people addressed themselves to their task, 
in which they displayed considerable skill and intelligence.· rrhe 
skin was dried and prepared in accordance with my instructions, 
but I could not help laughing heartily at the strange fashion in 
which they empaled it. After having carefully cleansed it inter
nally, they hauled it up to the branches of a tree with a pulley, just 
as I had [ ormerly suspended the rope ladder, aml ErneHt, dressed 
like a swimmer, · glided down the creature's skin, gradually stuffing 
it ·with the hay, cotton, and moss his brothers handed up to him 
on the top of long forked poles. He pressecl this elastic fibre into 
a consistent mass with his knees, and when the skin was filled to 
the top, we saw him put forth his hand, as if out of a window, and 
he cried, with a loud voice,-

" Look at my masterpiece! And remember it was Ernest who 
empaled the great boa ! " 

After finishing t11is job, which occupied a whole clay, we had to 
select a place for the monster, thenceforth incapable of mischief. 

"\Ve closed up as well as possible the holes our musket-balls had 
made in its head ; with the cochineal found on the Indian figs we 
gave its tongue and jaws the blood-tint of which death had robbed 
them; then we raised it on a kind of wooden cross, where it 
assumed a very picturesque position, inlacing its folds around tbc 
foot, and lifting above it it15 open jaws in a most menacing manner. 
Our dogs on catching sight of it barked their loudest, and our 
terrifierl animals recoiled as if it were still alive. 

Having completed our arrangements, we formally installed it in 
the library, where it took its place among the wonders of our 
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nascent mnseum. At the . mne time my boys wrote above tl1e en
trance an inscription which bore a double meaning:-

ASSE.'3 MUST NOT ENTER IIJrnE. 

,v e disregarded. the allw,ion to our lost servant, and agreed that 
the legencl should thenceforth bear but one signification; namely, 
that the library being sacred to Science and Study, it would natur
ally be interdicted to Idleness and Ignorance. 

"\Ve had nothing more to apprehend from the vicinity of the 
boa; yet I felt some anxiety whether it had. left behind it its male, 
or any egg.:; or young ones, which might one day renew our terrors, 
and against which, perhaps, we might not be so fortunate. 1 
therefore resolved to make a careful examination of Duck's-Marsh, 
anll of the neighbonrhood of Falcon's-Nest; following up the 
defile in the rocks as the only passage by which I thought it pos
sible an aniuial of the size of the boa could penetrate into our 
qnarter of the island. 

vVe began with Duck's- Iarsh; but when on the point of setting 
out, Ernest and Ruclly showed me very plainly that they 
wonld much rather remain in the grotto than share the glory of 
th excursion. 

"I tremble still," aicl Ihully, "when I think of the blow the 
ugly monster gave me ,vith its tail; I would have burst into tears, 
if I had dared." 

It eemcd to me that I ought not to yiehl to the lad's timidity, 
which might be of fatal example for the future ; ancl I therefore 
inveighetl against cowardice as a vice unworthy of man. 

" , h u one has trinmphctl over a real danger," I remarked, "one 
ught not to shrink in thi · fashion from a danger existing only in 

ones imagination. It will avail us little to have killed the a11in1al 
whid1 you tuffed yesterday, if we are surprifietl to-morrow by 
another of the same ize, or if, in a few weeks, an entire brood of 
sittle mon. ters should merge from the reedy swamp. He has done 
nothing \\'ho pau es in the middle of his work." 

ccnnlingly we all started in full hunting costlunc, ·arrying, 
bt,~iil s our weapons, , orne planks a.uJ sea-dogs' bhultlers ; the 
latter to .·1tppo1t u in tl1e wat r, if' occa.-io11 aro::;e lor us to trust 
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ourselves to that element; the planks to assist our progress in the 

marsh, and, when placed one upon another, to form a kind of 
cause,vay across the quaking soil. And, in truth, these proved a 
great help, and enabled us to explore the whole area of the marsh 
at leisure. We easily discovered the boa's track; the reeds were 
bent and broken where it had passed, and deep spiral impressions 
in the mud marked the spots where its huge coils had rested. 

But we could find no indications of the existence of its companion; 
we met ,vith neither eggs nor young; all we found was a sort of 
nest made of dried reeds, but there was no sign that it had be

longed to the boa. However, at the extremity of the marsh we 
made au interesting discovery; a new grotto opening into the 
rock, whence issued a small streamlet, to spread its waters among 

the luxuriant reeds. 
'l'his grotto wa,s tapestried, i:;o to speak, with stalactites, which 

everywhere enlarged into 
mf.tssive pillars, as if to sup
port the roof, ancl were 
frequently shaped into the 
strangest and most fantastic 
uutlines . For some minutes 
we gave ournelves up to a 
warm admiration of this new 
wonder of Nature, and pene
trating a few paces into the 
interior, I remarked that the 

soil beneath our feet consistetl of an extremely fine white earth, 
which, on examination, I perceived to be fuller's earth. Collect
ing a few handfuls, I carefully stowetl them a\\ ay in a handkerchief, 
exclaiming to my sons, who looked at me with astonishment,-

" Here is a disco', ery which will delight your good mother? If 
we continue to take her, as we have hitherto done, our clothes m 
a filthy condition, we can give her something with which to cleanse 
them, for this is-soap I " 

"I always thought soap," said Ernest, "was a product of 
human industry, and never found in a natural ::;tate in the earth ." 

" Quite~ right: the soap u::;ually employed in Europe is cornposeLl 
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of several salts, corrected in the aggregate by the ack1ition of 
certain fatty matters, which, by weakening their aetion, render 

them ca, ·icr to work with. But the manufaeturc is long and 

co ·tly, and men have fortunately discovered an earth which com

bines in certain proportions all the qualities of soap ; ·it is the 
earth now before you. It is called fuller's earth, uecause chiefly 

em ployed uy fullers in cleaning woollen stuffs, instead of soap." 
Thus discoursing, we approached the source of the streamlet, 

\Yhich trickled from an opening in the rock a few feet above the 
ground. 

Frcllerick, after examining this opening, cried out that the 
grotto extended much further in that direction than we had 
:·rnpposcd. I therefore climbell the rock, and made my ,vay into 
another cavern. 

Firing a pistol, we were able to determine by the prolonged 
echo, that the grotto stretched to a great distance. We lighted a 
couple of tapers, ·with which our game-bags were always provided; 
th<'y burned brightly, and the clear, strono- light which they 
<.liffus<'ll around u , convinced one of the wholesomeness of the 
atmm;phrre. \Ve therefore continued our advance-that is, 

Frederick and I, for we had left the others in the outer cavern
and SU(klcnly we saw, with mingled joy and surprise, the glare of 
our tordies repeated acl infi,iitu,m on the different faces of the rock. 

' Oh, papa," cried Frederick, in an ec tasy of admiration, "look 
here! look here! Another oTotto of salt! Oh, how splendid ! 

Look at the enormous masses lying all around us!" 
"You are mistaken," I replied; "these masses cannot be salt, 

r the water .flowing here would have a saline ta 't<'; and, besides, 
they would infallibly be c.lis, ·olved by the damp air. Th y are not 

salt but cry.-tal; we are really and truly in a palace of rock
c.;rystal ! " 

' Better , till . A palace of rock-crystal . \Vhy, it is an in
calculable trea ure." 

"r ,ju.ta theo-oldmin wastoRobinsonCruo !" 
" top, papa: here i a frao·ment which I have broken off. It 

is not alt, as you ,·ay, but if it is cry tal, why is it not trans

parent~" 
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"That is your fault; in breaking it off, you have distU,ruccl or 

troubled it." 

The expression was quite new to my son, who could not under

stand how it was possible to troiible or clistiirb a piece of crystal. 

I accordingly explained the formation of crystals, and endeavoured 

to make him comprehend the me::ming of the term I had em

ployed. 
" All these masses before our eyes,'_' I said, '' form, as you see, 

hexagonal, or six-sided, columns or pyramids . The fine l)Owdery 

earth on which they rest supplies them, as it were, with nourish

ment, and properly speaking, they are only the base of the crystal, 

not the cryRtal itself. Upon them are deposited those transparent 

masses which you have seen in Europe, and which require the 

greatest skilfulness on the part of those who would detach them. 

Excessive force determiues m the interior of the crystal the long 

needles growing there, and produce the obscurity noticeable in the 

fragment in your hand. The crystal is then called 'troubled 

crystal.' As to the primitive crystal, the dull masses wl1ich yon 

Ree around us, considerable portions are carried away, as you have 

noticed in our Euro1Jean museums. And this is clone before the 

pure transparent crystal clinging to them can be removed." 

'' Well, then," said my son, with an air of d1agrin, '' it is evident 

our discovery will be of no great service to us, except," aclclecl be, 

'' to ornament our museum, and the fragment I have here will 

make a tolerable addition to the curiosities already included in 

that collection." 
Frederick's curiosity was keenly excited by the information I 

had given him on the subject of crystals. He overwhelmed rne 

with questions, and I saw with pleasure that his young imagination 

began to occupy itself with all the miracles of Nature that were 

cli played before it. I told him that crystals were formed of the 

residuum of watery emanations, which, gathering on the sides of 

the rock, coagulated, ancl after awhile acquired a greater solidity 

than even the very metals. 

" In our Swiss mountaim;," I added, "crystals liave been found in 

their intermediate condition, supple ancl malleable, and thus attest

ing the rliffei-ent phases they pas;-; through before arriving at a s-olirl 
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state. 1'he ancients supposed crystal -to be ind mated glass; modern 
science has gone further, has studied it in its formation, and so 
successful have been its investigations that the discovery of crystals 
is no longer, as it once was, a matter of hazard and good luck, 
but men know exactly where to look for. them. Crysta1 is on a 
large scale what precious stones are on a small : in these two 
treasures of the earth, man, for a long time, bas found only an 
object of decoration or a material for the manufacture of articles 
more brilliant than useful; but both are now beginning to pay 
their tribute to science. The jeweller's art shapes and moulds at 
will the crystal of the rock, and extracts from it precious appliances 
f'or chemistry and phy8ics. The diamond is used in horology; and 
has been of immense advantage to that science, by enabling it to 
attain a rigorous exactness, not to be secured by the hardest metals." 

The light of our tapers now began to flicker, and I thought it 
prudent to begin our retreat ; especially as we had discovered no 
sign of a speedy termination to the grotto. Frederick fired a 
second pistol before departing, and the report was lo8t in a space 
whose remoteness we could not venture to calculate. 

On re-appearing at the entrance of the cavern, we found Rudly 
in tears. The moment he saw me, he flung his arms around my 
neck, and lavished upon me a thousand caresses. 

· " What has happened," I inquired, "that you are mingling so 
strange1y joy and tears?" 

" Oh, it is my happiness at seeing you again, papa, for I have 
suffered the most terrible anxiety .... . I heard two frightful 
crashes, and I thought you were buried under the rock, and that I 
should never see you again." 

As he said these words he repeated his embraces. I was much 
moved, and clasped him tenderly to my heart. 

' Let us thank God, my poor Rudly,'' said I, "that no acciclent 
has befallen either of us. The noises you heard were the two 
pistol- hots fired by your brother to te t the solidity of the rock: 
and determine the extent of the grotto. We have discovered ~ 

new palace, as brilliant as that of Rock-House; an immense palace, 
whose dimensions we will one day ascertain. But what have yon 
done with Ernest? Where is he? n 
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Rudly led us to the border of the marsh, where we found our 
phlegmatic philosopher, who had heard nothing of the two explo
sions, tranquilly occupied in plaiting a reed-basket of the size ancl 
shape of those used by fishermen; a narrow aperture being left at 
one end through which the fish could enter, but by which they 
could not afterwards escape . 

" Here, papa!" he exclaimed, on catching sight of us, " come 
here! I have killed a little serpent." 

We had talked so much about serpents, eggs, and their young, 
that the poor boy, with the best faith in the world, had taken a 
superb eel four feet in length for a small boa! He had marched 
straight up to it, and had dealt it two or three blows on the 
head with the butt of his gun; blows given with so much good
will that they would have broken the skull of the most dangerous 
reptile . 

The conqueror's glory wa~ somewhat obscured when I demon-

TIIE E E L (A nyuilla vulgaris ). 

strated that the supposed serpent was only an eel ; but his capture 
was not the less warmly commended. We now returned towards 
Rock-House, skirting the morass, whose borders offered an easier 
and safer route. We found my wife and little Fritz waiting for 
us at the fountain . They learned with pleasure the fortunate 
issue of our exploration, and after my wife had examined the 
lumps of fuller's earth, we related to her the details of our 
adventures and the day's discoveries . 
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As yet, however, I had accomplished only half my project: I 
had still to explore the neighbourhood of the farm, where I feared 
the boa might have left her eggs; and I wished, if it were possible, 
to protect ourselves from the visits of similar intruders by fortify
ing the pas es in the cliffs. Before setting out we made ready for 
every event, by collecting provisions, and weapons, and utem·ils, 
and all that could insure the ease and safety of our excursion. 
We did not forget a supply of torches to burn at night, and keep off 
the bea, ts of prey that might otherwise be tempted to assail us; in 
a word, any spectator seeing u leave Rock-House with our heavily 
laden vehicle would have thought we were going on a campaign. 

It was the first time we had travelled with such an equipage. 
The good mother was seated on the cart, which was drawn by 
Thunder and Valiant, ridden by their respective cavaliers; the 
cow preceded the team ; and Frederick on his onager acted as 
scout, keeping some sixty paces in advance of the caravan, while 
Ernest and I followed tranquilly on foot. 'l~his mode of travelling 
wa more congenial to our young philosopher than either riding 
or a seat in "the chariot;" it suited his love of conversation, 
and the scientific discussions suggested by the objects of interest 
we met with on the way. 

The flanks of our convoy were guarded by our faithful dogs, 
while Rapid ( uch was the name of our young onager) gambolled 
freely around us. 

"\\ e clescende_d in good order the avenue to Falcon's-Nest, where 
we found some traces of the boa already half-effaced by the wind. 

At Falcon's- e t nothing was disturbed j the crops and fruits 
pro pered, anc.l inspired the most radiant hopes for the coming 
winter. The goat and sheep were well pleased to see us, aml 
came of their own free will to receive the handful of alt we 
offerec.l. After a hort delay we pushed forward to our settlement 
on the Lake, the principal object of our excur ion, where we 
wi. heel to arriYc in ufficient time to collect a supply of cotton 
down before night, for our pillows and couche . 

As we left Falcon' - e t behind u all trace of the boa disap
peared. In the cocoa-nut grove not a solitary ape \Ya, vi, iblc, and 
we rC'joiccd when the monotony of our journey wa broken by the 
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distant crow of our chanticleers, arnl the bleatings of our goats. 

We found everytJ1ing in order. Here we halted. Our manageress 

10st no time in commencing ber culinary duties, and meanwhile we 

set about collecting a sufficient stock of cotton. 

After dinner I announced that our battue must begin immediately, 

n.ncl I divided our little troop into three detachments, allotting to 

each the exploration of a certain extent of country. Ernest and 

his mother were instructerl to attend to the commissariat, and to 
gather all the ripe ears t]1ey could discover in the rice-field. As 

this i:;edentary occupation might prove no less dangerous tban our 

own tasks, we left them the courageous Juno as a protector. Rudly 

and Frederick, accompanied by Turk and the jackal, took the right 

bank of the lake; and I followed up the left, with little Fritz and 

the two young dogs he had brought up. As it was the first time 

the youngster had shared in any of our expeditions, and the first 

time he had been intrusted with a musket, he marched with 

hea,1 erect, and with as much pride as a youth who l1as just 

BLA<JK S wAN (Cygnu s ntratu s' 

attained the dignity 
of manhood. Boast
ing of the excellence 
of his weapon, he ar
dently longed for an 
opportunity to make 
use of it. But the 
crac~cing of the dry 
reeds beneath our 
feet only startecl 
a covey of hero11s, 
which rose soswiftly 
into the clouds that 
we had no time to 
take aim at them. 
Fritz was sorely 
vexed, but lo t none 
of his enthusiasm, 
which burned all 
the more fiercely on 
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our emerging from the reeds, and finding ourselves in front of a 
host of ducks and black swans, which furrowed the waters in every 
direction. The sight fired the little hunter beyond all control. 
He was about to discharge his musket in their midst, when a kind 
of hoarse prolonged cry rose, like the lowing of cattle, among the 
reeds, and was borne in our direction. I stopped in astonishment. 
Fritz did the same; and the cry being repeated, he said,-

.. I k1Low what it is-our little foal." 
"Impossible," said I, "for it is attached to the onager, and 

could not have made its way into the reeds without our seeing it 
pass. I am inclined to think that it is a fen-bird called the butor.'' 

"But how could a bird low or bray like that? Oh no, papa; 
it mrn;t have been the voice of our buffalo or ass. If not, what an 
immense size the bird must be ! " 

" Not at all; it is neither bigger nor stronger than the other 
herons, to whose family it belongs. You forget that th~ voice of 
an animal has no connection with its bodily strength, but is regu
lated by the conformation of its throat and the muscles of its chest, 
which have the property of expelling air with more or less force. 
Thus the nightingale and canary, though exceedingly small birds, 
fill the air with their song, and indulge in sharp and prolonged 
modulations which you would think impossible to such feeble frames. 
As for the butor, naturalists say that when it sings it thrusts the 
extremity of its beak into the mud, and to this precaution are 
owing those deep, majestic notes, which more resemble the voice of 
a bull than that of a bird." 

" Oh, how I would like to kill it!" cried my young sportsman; 
" I should be proud if my first shot brought down so extraordinary 
a creature ! " 

" Well, then, be on your guard, and try to take straight aim 
when the bird sweeps past you.'' 

At the same time I called our dogs, which were scenting all 
about, and tarted them in among the reeds. Almost immediately 
the report of Fritz's gun broke on my ear; but instead of firing 
in the air, my young huntsman had poured his shot right into the 
thick overgrowth of the marsh, and I saw the birds, frightened by 
our dogs, fly out on the other side, all safe anrt sound. 
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" Little bungler ! " I exclaimed, hastening towards him, " you 

have let your game escape ! " 

"On the contrary, papa, it is mine-it is mine!" he shouted, in 

a frenzy of delight; " come and see ! " 

And, lo, he made his appearance, dragging after him an animal 

not unlike an agouti, and immediately so christened by its con

queror. But on examining it carefully, I saw that there were 

notable points of difference between it and the animal killed by 

Frederick on our first landing in the island. The latter was about 

two feet long, with incisive teeth like a rabbit, a cloven lip, pal

mated feet, but no tail. 

" You have well compensated, Fritz, for your want of skill; you 

have shot a rare and curious animal, a native of South America, 

and a member of the family of agoutis and peccaries. It is a 

cabiai, and what is more a cabiai of the largest size." 

" Aml what 1·s a cabiai? I have never before heard of such an 

animal.'' 
"No, perhaps not; but you have heard it bray, for it was the 

CABTAI (Cavia Cobaya). 

voice of this animal which I mistook for that of a lrnron . Its 

habits are nocturnal; it runs with some agility ; swims well , and 

is very partial to tl1 c water , renrnining a long time under its sur

face; it eats its foocl while stan ding, propped up on its hind leg,i; 
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and its cry, as you know from experience, is not unlike the bray 
of a donkey." 

It was now time to think of returning, and little Fritz amused 
himself with anticipations of the triumph that would await him on 
his presenting his spoil to the family. Throwing the cabiai over 
his houlders, he started, but I saw the burden was too heavy for 
him. However, I would not render him any assistance; I wished 
him to have all the merit of overcoming the difficulty. 

'' How ridiculous of me," he suddenly exclaimed, "to load my
self with such a weight! If I cleaned my game I should have all 
the less to carry." 

"A good idea I" said I; '' you cannot do better, since we could 
not eat its entrails, and our dogs, to whom they rightfully belong, 
will gladly rid you of them." 

" Come on, then," he cried; " to work I" 
And he began the operation of disembowelling the cabiai, ac

quitting himself with considerable dexterity. I bade him remark 
that, in this world, trouble always goes hand in hand with 
plea ure; but my moral maxims fell unheeded. My little boy 
was intoxicate<l. with the delight of victory, and I must confess he 
paid no attention to me. 

·when he had fini. hed his task we resumed our route, but the 
cabiai proved till too heavy for his young shoulders. At last he 
conceived the idea of placing it on the back of one of hi clogs. 

We arrived at the grove of pines, where we collected a supply 
of the cones which we bad previously found good eating. In the 
di tance we de cried some monkeys, who disappeared at our ap
proach; whence we understood that if our cha. tisement had driven 
them from our plantation , it had not banished them from the 
country. As for the boa, we nowhere found any traces either of 
it progre. or of its young. 

On our return, we found Master Ernest quietly seated on the 
bank of the river, surrounded by a prodigious number of tolerably 
Ltg rnt:-; \\ ltich he had killed during our ab ence. The phlegmatic 
philo opher related to us as follows the history of the ma . . acre:-

" My mother and I were bu. y picking the ripe. t grain. in the 
rice-field, when at a few pa~e. from th bon1rr T cli:-;coveretl a kind 
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of high solid embankment, resembling a causeway, constructor! 111 

the midst of the morass. 
"I immediately sprung upon it, followed by Master Knips, who 

had been assisting us in our rice-picking. But scarcely had he 
set foot upon it than I saw him dart upon a small animal, which, 
however, was swifter than he was, and disappeared with wonderful 
rapidity under a dome on the side of the causeway. I noticed as 
I advanced that these domes or vaults were numerous, and formed 
on each side a continuous row of little buildings of the same 

height and shape. 
" Desirous of knowing what they contained, I inserted into the 

opening of one of them the bamboo cane which I carried in my 
hand. The moment I withdrew it, a host of 1-1,nimals, like those 
before you, darted forth, and soon vanished in the rice-grounds. 
Knips pursued, but did not overtake them, being unable to force a 
passage through the closely growing stalks. An idea then occurred 
to me. I placed the bag in which I had been gathering my crop 
at the mouth of one of the little edifices of earth, and striking the 
roof with my stick, I so terrified the inhabitants that they gladly 
took refuge in the bag. Then I closed it, and began to belabour 
my prisoners soundly. B11t these, in revenge, gave utterance to 
such shrill and piercing cries that my heart failed me, and I was 
about to leave the work unfinished, when I was suddenly assailed 
by an army of rats, which issued from all the retreats, and mounted 
my legs to the assault. Knips made the most horrible grimaces. 

l\'.Iy stick ·was of little avail, my cries were of less, and truly I know 
not what would have happened had not Juno heard me and come 
to my assistance. She attacked the army of rats with so much 
g0od will, and effected such a terrible carnage, that I was soon 
released. The victims before you bear witness to the efficacy of 
my stick and of Juno's teeth. As for the remainder of the army, 
they have returned to the concealment of their burro"·s." 

Ernest's narrative piqued my curiosity. I wi bed to see the 
dyke and the habitations, and it was with unfeigned admiration 
that I examined a range of works similar to those of the beavers, 
only of less extent. I made my son notice the kinship evidently 
existing between the rats he had just killed and the beaver of 
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northern latitudes ;-there were the same membrane at the ex
tremities, destined to facilitate their swimming; the 8ame broad flat 

A BEAVER'S DAM. 

tail; and, like the beaver, they also carried two small glauds full 
of musk. 

While I was thus engaged, Frederick and Rudly returned from 
their survey, bringing wit11 them a fine fat hen and a nest full of 
eggs, which we placed under one of our hens to be hatched. 

Then we all collected round some rice soup which our good 
housewife had prepared for us. She also cooked a piece of the 
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cabia], but we could not relish it, and willingly gave it up to our 
dog;:;, who appeared to appreciate it more than we did. They had 
been more difficult to plea e with the great rats, who e skin ,ve 
bad stripped off; turning away from their flesh contemptuously, 
undoubtedly on account of its strong odour of musk. The meal 
was a lively one. We felt happy in having discovered no trace of 
the terrible boa, and my gay mi8chief-makers indulged in a war of 
epigrams against the great rat-killer, as they designated poor Ernest. 

We were naturally lerl. to speak of the uses to be made of the 
animals' skins. It was resolved to convert them into a carpet for 
one of the apartments of the Grotto, to preserve it from damp 
during the rainy season. According to custom we had already 
partially prepared them, by cleansing them with sand and ashes. 
1

1

he two little pouches of musk which each animal carried in the 
interior of its thighs had strongly excited my boys' attention, and 
they poured upon me a volley of questions on the manner of col
lecting this precious substance so highly esteemed by Europeans. 

I told them that many animals enjoyed the same advantage of 
carrying a supply of musk-the 

~::~ -- --~--
l\IusK-RAT (Fiber zibethiC'lts). 

gazelle, the castor, the ondatar~ 
(for such was the real name of the 
rat killed by Ernest), the fou
mart, the civet, and the musk
deer. At the same time, I briefly 
explained the various processes 
employed to secure thi natural 
product, and how the Dutch, hav
ing tamed some of the animal , 

draw a regular revenue from their p1:operty, by shutting up, at 
intervals, the foumart , musks, and civets in places where they 
may deposit the contents of their pouches, and then letting them 
go, to repeat the operation at a later period. But as mu k would 
never prove of much utility to us, I 011ly entered into these details 
.as far as was necessary to satisfy the curio ity of my children. 

Meanwhile, our discussion on the civet and the ondatara had not 
succeeded in making us forget the detestable taste which the cabiai 
h,tcl left in our mouth ,. 
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"Ah," said Ernest, with a sigh, for he was naturally somewhat 
of an epicure, '' if we had only a little dessert to free us frolll the 
fishy smell left by the coarse fetid 
tlesh of that accursed animal! " 

At this exclamation, Rudly - --~ 
and Fritz ran to their game
bags. 

" Look at this, my gentleman!" 
said the latter, placing before the 
e1>icure a handful of pine-cones. 

'' And look here, my gentle
man!" exclaimed Rudly, in his 
turn, throwing on the table some 

hlusK-DEE.R (llfoschus moschatus). 

small shiny apples, of a pale green, which diffused a strong odour 

of cinnamon. 
A general cry of admiration testified to our surprise and pleasure. 

" Stop, stop!" I cried; "before you taste this unknown fruit 
cience must pronounce upon it, and Master Knips perform his 

u ual experiments; these fruits, perhaps, are those of the man

chineel tree, and rnanchineel a1>ples are poisonous." 

I took one of the fruits an<l cut it open. I saw at once that I 
was deceived in my apprehensions, for the manchineel apple has a 

very hard kernel, and this had pips. While I ·was expatiating to 

my sons on the difference, Knips contrived to lip under my arm, 
and carry off one of the apple , wbieh he began to mastieate with 
infinite relish. This proof was sufficient: I distributed the fruits 
all round, aml eac.:b, on tasting them, declared them excellent. 

Frederick wanted to know their name. 
" They are, I believe, the cinnamon apples. They grow upon a 

tolerably tall bu h, do they not, Rudly?" 
" Oh, yes- yes-bush-cinnamon apples-I am very sleepy," 

muttered the thoughtle ' young gentleman, rubbing his eyes and 

yawnmg . 
Immediately I gave the signal for retiring; we matle the neces

ary a1Tangement~ around our tent to in ure security during the 

night, and then ought on our cotton couches the repose which the 

fati gues of the day had rendered neeessary. 
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Next morning we re1mmed our journey of discovery and ex
ploration. We moved in the direction of the sugar-cane planta
tion, where we had left a small hut built up of leaves and branches. 
We found it in a very dilapidated state. We stretched over it the 
sail-cloth which hil.d served us as a tent, and halted, with the in
tention of remaining in that neighbourhood until after dinner. 
While my wife made her preparations, we penetrated into the 
marshy grounds around the sugar-canes; a likely retreat for a 
serpent or its family, if the country contained any others than the 
one we had destroyed. Fortunately, our investigations proved 
fruitless, and we were on the point of quitting the plantation when 
suddenly our dogs Legan to bark as if they had brought some 
dangerous animal to bay. We could discern none; but as it was 
imprudent to remain among the canes, I ordered my sons to make 
at once for the open ground, and set them the example. We were 
soon clear of the reeds, and almost simultaneously saw a numerous 
herd of hogs break forth, of a size and strength almost incredible. 
At first I thought it was the progeny of our sow, who still con
tinued to claim her liberty, but their numbers effectually dissipated 
the notion. Moreover, the grayish colour of their skin, and the 
wonderful order which they prese1Ted in their march, convinced 
me they were of no European breed. They trotted one after the 
other without haste or confusion, and with a regularity of step 
which would have done honour to a regiment on parad~. I raised 
my gun; fired both barrels; and two animals fell. Their loss 
made seemingly but little impression on the rest of the herd, whu 
<lid not swerve a hair's-breadth from their course, or in the least 
degree quicken their movements. Truly, it was a strange spec
tacle to see this family trotting along the skirts of the sugar-cane 
plantation with an imperturbable tranquillity: they all followed ir 
a line without any attempt to paRs one another; and, on examining 
them closely, one wonld have said that the leader made in the 
sand an impression in which all his followers were bouncl tc 
tread . 

Meamvhile, Rudly and Frederick, who were standing u few 
paces from me, conld not remain inactive. Pijf I pajf I I beard 
a succession of rum,ket and pistol-shots, which informed rue that 
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THE PECCAR~. 

my boy had joined in the attack. Nor were our doo-s iule each 
b ' 

seizing and trangling n. vidim. 
On coming up to the field of laughter, I di -covered that our 

prey belonged to the genus taJacu , or !-'Ouch-bearing bog · ; and ru:i 
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I knew they carried under the belly two little glandular pouches 
which requirecl to be removed immedia~ely after death ( otherwise, 
the liquid they contain spreads through the flesh and renders it 
detestable), I lo t no time in performing the operation . l\Iy two 
sons a::;sisted me gladly-they were so proud of the superb results 
of our chase, for six hogs lay stretched before us, and each was 
about three feet in length. 

While thus occupied we heard a couple of shots in the distance. 
I suspected they were fired by Ernest and Fritz, who, having re
mained in the tent, would necessarily take the hogs in flank as the 
troop passed by. Nor wa I mistaken, as Erne t informed me, on 
bringing up the cart to receive our spoil. So that we had three 
more victims, Juno having also done her duty, and prostrated one 
of the fugitive herd. 

The arrival of om professor naturally provoked a discussion 
on the name and characteristics of our captures. Frederick 
thought they belonged to the race of Tahitian hogs described by 
Captain Cook. Ernest was of a different opinion, and at length 
it was determined that their proper designation was peccary, an 
animal very common in Guiana and throughout South America. 

Before loading the cart with our spoil, we resolved to reduce its 
weight by removing the intestine . 

Diligently as we laboured at our task, we were unable to finish 
it before dinner-time, and we thought our elves fortunate in find
ing some sugar-canes, and refreshing and invigorating ourselves 
with their nutritious juice. We threw to our dogs an enormous 
quantity of offal, on which they feasted heartily, and then resumed 
the road to our tent; but we were o proUtl of and delighted Ly 
our successful battue, that my young merry-makers insisted upon 
converting our convoy into a triumphal procession. They cut a 
plentiful supply of green branches to adorn their vehicle; decorated 
themselves and their guns with ilowers; and raised a loud song of 
victory. 

" You have kept me waiting, gentlemen hunters," said my wife 
on our arrival, "until my roast is spoilecl. 13ut, 0 me, what an 
immense supply of meat! \Ve cannot make use of J: ature'::; 
bounties ; we must waste or destroy them." 
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We excused our delay as best we coulu, and the boys pre;:;ented 
their mother with some sugar-canes, which were very graciously 
received. I explained to her that our provisions need not be wasted, 
and we determined to prepare them immediately for keeping. 

Frederick proposed to entertain us with a dish of roast pig, after 
the Tahitian fashion. We accepted his proposition, but deferred 
its execution till the following day, as the curing of our hogs 
would leave us no time to think of anything else. 

I gave orders for the collection of a quantity of green leaves and 
branches for smoking the bacon. Meanwhile, we lost not a 
moment. Ernest singed the hair off the pigs; Frederick and I 
cut them up; my wife salted the various portions; and the 
younger lads ran to and fro at our several behests. I piled up the 
legs and all the pieces of bacon, so that the salt might thoroughly 
penetrate them ; and we afterwards basted the heap of meat with 
the brine that kept dripping from them, until the smoking or 
curing hut was ready. The heads and bones we gave to our dogs 
and jackal. 

Next morning Frederick reminded me of my promise of the 
preceding evening, and asked permission to serve up to the family 
"a roast" after his fashion. I had already thought of this, and 
reserved a pig for special treatment. We dug a broad and deep 
trench in the ground; then Frederick seized the pig, washed it 
carefully, rubbed it inside with a coat of salt, and stuffed it with a 

mixture of chopped meat, potatoes, and herbs; but the addition of 
the salt and the force-meat was not warranted by the custom of 
the Tahitians, who are contented with tbe driest and most tasteless 
dishes, while the European will not touch them unles8 they are 
seasoned. 

The trench, meantime, had been filled with combustible mater
ials. We set fire to them, and Rudly and Fritz at intervals, as 
their elder brother ordered, threw in large stones, and left them to 
get red hot. 

My wife regarded all these preparations with a somewhat sar
castic air. 

" Fine cooking, in truth," said she, shaking her head; "a whole 
hog ! Earth, ashes, and a fire of dried straw l I am of opinion, 
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gentlemen, that you will surprise us with a dish of extraordinary 
daintiness ! " 

Nevertheless, despite the little confidence she felt in the success 
of our enterprise, she could not help giving her sons the advice 
her experience suggested, and she assisted Frederick in giving his 
pig the most appetizing appearance possible, and in rendering it 
fit to figure on the board of the most fastidious epicure. 

Our preparations being completed, the head cook enveloped his 
Tahitian roast in leaves and bark; cleared out a space among the 
embers large enough to receive it, covered it with the red-hot 
stones, and spread over the whole a thick layer of earth, to pre
vent the air from reaching it. 

When she beheld this last ceremony, my wife dropped her arms, 
and in a tone of the most complete despair exclaimed,-

" Good-bye to your cooking, gentlemen! No more of it for 
me! It may do very well for savages, but don't for a moment 
think that a Swiss woman, who flatters herself she knows some
thing about the theory of roasting and boiling, will ever touch the 
smoky, blackened, and detestable mass of grilled meat which will 
come out of yonder pit!" 

However, Frederick did not despair, and learnedly appealed tc 
all the eulogiums recorded by voyagers on the famous roa t viands 
of the Tahitians, in proof of his assurance that he would soon 
extract from the burning trench a dish of superlative excellence. 
I interrupted his erudite exposition by recalling attention to the 
curing-hut which we had erected for the preparation of our salted 
meats. We had fully fourteen superb hams, and I wanted to 
dress them like the W estphalian, as a precious resource for our 
family during the rainy season. We therefore filled the but with 
green leaves and damp boughs, which we set on fire, keeping it 
up for several days until the meat appeared sufficiently smoked. 

But to return to Frederick's experiment. Two hours sufficed 
to cook his pig, and it was not without some astonishment that 
after he had removed its triple enclosure of earth, embers, and red
hot stones, we found ourselves regaled with a most delicious 
odour. I had scarcely counted upon anything really eatable, 
and lo smokino- before us, was a dish cooked "to a turn," with a l b 
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perfume of spices so admirably combined, that the whole would 

have done honour to the most skilful cook. Frederick triumphed; 

the good mother frankly confessed that she was beaten; and 

everybody was of opinion we ought to proceed without delay to 

the proof posiiive of eating, and that the roast pig should be 

solemnly tasted. We freed it from a few remaining traces of 

earth and embers, and commenced our banquet : it was pronounced 

delicious. I was most surprised at the odour of spices which 

impregnated it, but I arrived at the conclusion that it was owing 

to the leaves in ·which we had W1·apped up the animal. 

'This mode of cooking wa , for us, a new discovery, and one of 

no 1itt1e importance, as it insured us an agreeable seasoning 

for our ragouts, which Nature would spontaneously renew every 

year. I endeavoured to refer the leaf we had used to its proper 

genus in the vegetable kingdom, and after some reflection deter

mined it was the Ravensara of Madagascar, which naturali ts call 

agatophyllitrn, or '' the good leaf." I took care to burn a small 

quantity in our curing hut, where we had hung up the legs of 

pork, in the hope the latter would imbibe the ar0matic savour 

which had so much delighted us. 
For the three days occupied by our curing processes, I set out 

regularly with my elder boys to explore the surrounding country. 

while one remained with their mother to defend her and watch 

over the safety of our encampment. 

In these journeys we gained no information of the boa's former 

habitat, but frequently came upon little shadowy nooks, very fair 

to . ee; and they never terminated without our making some new 

discovery, without our bringing back some useful article, to enrich 

our abode, and render our existence more agreeable. One day, 

having rambled in the direction of Bambo<;> Marsh, we returned 

with a upply of ve sel of every size, made out of the reeds, 

which we had cut above and below their node or joints, and 

which were of so large a diameter that many of our little 

buckets-for uch they really were - mea ured from eighteen 

inche to two feet in ·width. On the very same day we made 

another discovery; namely, that each node di tilled a accharine 

matter which cry tallized in the un, and which, when collected 
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in a suitable ves el, closely resembled rape sugar. The reeds al o 
furnished us ·with long stout spines, which served very well 
instead of nails. 

These various articles, and especially the rape sugar, gratified 
our good manageress exceedingly; and the buckets received that 
warm and admiring welcome which every housewife accords to 
utensils that will facilitate the domestic economy of the house. 
1..'hey were preciou trea. ·ures, and it w,1::; not loug before she found 
a suitable employment for them. 

One of our excursions, I .hould add, was to Prospect Hill; but 
we found everything there in sad disorder. The enclosures were 
broken down, the flocks had fled; the apes had visited our settle
ment, and left indisputable memorials of their savagery. It 
became evident that we should be compelled to undertake a war 
of extermination against our steadfast and malicious enemies, who 
were clearly of a mind that we ·hould enjoy no peace in any of 
our colonies. But I deferred the solution of this important 
problem to another time. 

Meanwhile, we threw up a rampart of earth rouncl the curing 
hnt; we fortified it, to the best of our ability, with stones and 
branches of trees, to protect our winter stores against birds of prey 
and wild beasts; and we made arrangements to start, on the 
morning of the fourth day, on a further survey of the country. 
It was our intention to pass beyond the defile which opened from 
the quarter we had for the last two years inhabited into an entirely 
unknown district, whither we had penetrated on but one occasion. 
and had nearly fallen victims to a herd of buffaloes. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Groves whose rich trees wept odorous gums and balms. 
MILTON . 

. L l~-, ~1& IKE the lark, we rose wit~ the s~n ; 
,.,. ~ ;,~t~~ r :i~ and after about two hours marching, 

,1~12 t 1
,, ' • ,,- - halted wjthin gunshot of the defile 

(}t' ,,~; which separated the two districts; a 

-., ' · position which appeared to me emi-
nently favourable, the pine forest and 
the mountain forming a natural ram
part for our little camp. Moreover, we 
bad reached a considerable elevation, 

" ·hem:e Lhe eye indmled a wide range of prospect, and easily sur
veyed the surrounding country. 

"What an admirable position I" exclaimed Frederick; "here 
we might easily defend ourselves against any hostile attack. If 
you will take my advice, father, ·we shall establish a post 
here." 

Rudly, who, according to his laudable custom, had not paid the 
slightest attention to anything passing around him-which, how
ever, did not prevent him from taking a part in the conversation
caught up his brother's concluding words, and confounding a 

military post wjth the usefnl rnstjtution for delivering letters,-
" A post l" he cried; '' and for vvbat countries are we to re<.'eive 

letters?" 
"For Sydney, Melbourne, and New South Wales,'' I answered, 

gravely. 
My reply attracted the attention of Fritz, who asked me why I 
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had named these particular places,-cliJ I think we were really 
in that part of the world, or had I only mentioned them at 
hazard? 

"Every time," said I, "that I have consult8d the captain's 
charts, I have come to the conclusion that our island must be 
situated in the Australian waters. The leadin~ circumstances of 
the shipwreck, the route previously followed by our vessel, the 
heavy tropical rains, the productions of the country, the sugar
canes, the spices, the palm-trees, all concur to strengthen me in 
that opinion. But wherever we may really have been cast away, 
we still belong to God's great family, and Him we must thank for 
our preservation, and the treasures He has daily laviRhed upon 
us. 

,, 

It was Frederick's anxious wish that, before quitting this 
locality, we should build, as a memorial of our visit, a fortress 
after the Kamtschatdale fashion, which simply consists of a plat
form erected upon four pillaxs, at such an elevation from thr 
ground as to defy the attacks of wild beasts. Before entertaining 
his proposal, I deemed it advisable to examine the neighbourhood 
more closely; but in our survey we met with nothing more for 
midable than a couple of margais, or wild cats, which darted out 
of the bush where they had been concealed, and were lost in the 
forest before we had time to raise our guns. 

The rest of the morning was devoted to various labours needful 
for the safety of our encampment. Then we dined ; but the heat 
was so oppressive that we found it impossible to resume our march, 
and deferred until the following day our excursion into the 
savannah. 

The night passed undisturbed. We rose with the sun, and in a 
few minutes had completed our preparations for departure. I took 
with me my three eldest sons, as on penetrating into an unknown 
region I wished our f orce to be as strong as possible. The reader 
will laugh, perhaps, at such an expression applied to an imposing 
army of four persons, two of them very young boys, another only 
seventeen years old, and one a man. N evertheles , thi army 
represented our entire military resources. Fritz and his mother 
remained in charge of the baggage. We breakfasted, filled our 
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game-bngR with provisiom, and took leave of our dear nrn.nageress, 

\\'ho saw us depart with feelings of keen anxiety. 

We traver eel the defile at whose extremity we had formerly 

raiRed a palisade of bamboos and thorny palms. Our barrier harl 

cea. ed to exist. The posts were scattered about in all directions, 

and we recognized in the sand the marks of the boa's paRsage, 

whence we concluded that the monster had made its way from 

the savannahs into our quarter of the island through this very 

defile. The storms of winter, the torrents fed by days of heavy 

rain, the apes, the wild hogs, the buff aloes, and, perhaps, other 

and far more terrible animals,-all seemed to have united in 

destroying the first structure raised by man in the region where 

they bad formerly reigned as undisputed lords. I thereupon con

ceived the idea of building a barrier of far greater soliclity, which 

should be proof against the fury of the elements and the assaults 

of wild beasts; but as there was no need that the work should be 

immediately begun, I chiferred it to a more convenient opportunity. 

We had first to explore the entire savannah. Emerging from the 

rlefile, we therefore set foot on what was, for us, a terra incoyni'ta

an unknown land. 
Rudly quickly recognized the place where we bad captured our 

buffalo, the river which divided the plain into two parts, and 

whose banks were clothed with a prodigality of vegetation. 

We followed it: cour e for , ome time, and found the grotto or 

cave where my on had entrapped the young jackal. '1...,hen, as we 

turned a i<le from its bank, we perceived that the appearance of 

the country vi ibly altered; vegetation disappeared; and we found 

onr elve in the midst of an immense plain, who e boundaries were 

lo t in the far horizon, beyond all hope of our attaining them. 

The sun shot it burning arrows direct upon our head ; the sand 

wa . corched and fiery ; in a word, the desert was before and 

around u , a de ert without a tree, a sandy wa te, where two or 

three geraniums, dried up and withering on their stemR, and a few 

o-ra e , contra. ted singularly with the arid soil. In crossing 

the tream we had filled our gourd with fresh water; hut the 

heat of the sun bad o warmed it that we were unable to drink it, 

and were fain to endure our thir. t. 
(a12J 20 
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"What a difference between this dreary wilderness," said RuLlly, 
with a sigh, " and t.he beautiful scenery where we encountered the 
buffaloes ! " 

"This is Arabia Petnea-Arabia the Stony," observed Ernest. 
" If ever there were a land accursed, it is this!" added Frederick, 

energetically ; " all the poisons of the New World might have 
grown here in company; the place is admirably suited for 
them." 

" It is a volcano," cried Ernest again, "for I feel my feet 
burning; we walk on red-hot iron." 

I endeavoured to re-animate the courage of my children. 
" Patience I " I exclaimed. " Patience ! Nothing is o btainecl 

without work; nothing won without suffering. 'Acl aiigusta per 
angusta,' says the Latin proverb,-through difficulties to triumphs. 
See, as we advance, the plain grows less monotonous. Already 
we can distinguish a hill rising at no great distance from us. 
Who knows? On the other side may lie a new Eden, where we 
1;hall find freshness and repose." 

At length, after two hours' weary walking, we reached the foot 
of the hill which for some time had been visible . We were so 
fatigued that we could not climb its rocky acclivity to reconnoitre 
the country lying beyond. We threw ourselves down in the shade, 
utterly exhausted. Even our dogs were overcome, and stretched 
their limbs by our side. We then cast our gaze over the wide 
space vve had traversed; we were isolated in the centre of the 
desert; and the river, which we could still perceive, was defined 
upon the horizon like a thread of silver amid the verdure which 
clothed its banks. It was the Nile, seen from the summit of a 
mountain, in the heart of the burning plains of Nubia. 

We had scarcely been seated ten minutes. before Master Knips, 
who had accompanied us in our excursion, suddenly quitted us, 
making the most comical grimaces, and disappeared along the 
rocky path. We concluded that he had detected the neighbour
hood of some troop of monkeys, or that his gormandizing instinct 
had revealed to him some hidden dainty. We suffered him to go 
where he would, but our dogs, and Rudly's jaek.al, followed him. 

We were Rtill too exhausted with heat and fatigue to pursue 
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TARTAR COOKERY. 

them, and as we suffered terribly from thirst, 
I drew a few morsels of sugar-cane from my 

knap ack and distributed them. The 
refreshing juice stimulated our ap

petites, and on a few slices of 
roast peccary we feasted heartily. 

they may betake them -elve ." 

" Come," said Frederick, laugh
ing, "you will admit that a piece 
of roast ham, a la Tahiti, is not 
to be despised in such a wilder

ness as this." 
" It is better, at all 

events," replied Ernest, 
"than meat prepared in 

the manner of the Tar
::, -1:: tars, who put it, you 

know, under their sad-
_., dles, and so carry their 

citisine with th em 
wher

ever 

Thi bit of erudition originated an intereoting di ·cu sion; but 
while I wa explaininO' my rea on for disbelieving this story
which, however, i. accredited by mo t travellers-Frederick, 

whose sharp eye iO'ht wa alway di covering thing no one el. e 
could catch a g-limp e of rose with a uclden panic. 

"What do I ee?" he ex h1imed. "Ilere are two hor, emen 
ht>aring down upon u. ! ow a thircl has joined them, ancl 
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they are galloping ahead. They must be the Arabs of the 
Desert." 

"Arabs!" said Ernest. "You mean Bedouins." 
" Which is simply saying," I interrupted, " that your brother is 

not mistaken; for the Bedouins are only a nomadic people belong 
ing to the great Arab family. But hold, Frederick; take my 
glass, for your discovery astonishes me." 

" Oh, now I see something very different ! I can make out 
herds of cattle browsing; then, what seem to be waggon loaded 
with hay, going to and from the river. Now I have lost sight of 
them. What it all means I cannot say; but I am sure there are 
some extraordinary objects yonder." 

"You are seeing wonders," said Rudly, impatiently. "Pray, 
hand me the telescope for a moment." 

He looked ; and in his tum declared that be saw the horsemen, 
carrying short spears, with 8treamers waving from them. 

" Come," said I, "I mistru. t the eyes of both; your imagina
tions are too poetical. Remember the monster which you once dis
covered in a shoal of herrings." 

I took the telescope, and after a deliberate examination, I said,
" Well, Rudly_. what do you. think your Arabs of the Desert, 

your horsemen armed with spears, your wandering herds, your 
loaded waggons, really an~ ? " 

" Giraffes, perhaps ? " 
"No; though the guess is not a bad one. They are o triches. 

'Tis a magnificent chase which Fortune has placed within our 
reach ; and I am decidedly of opinion that we should not let these 
beautiful inhabitants of the desert escape without endeavouring to 
capture, at all events, one of them." 

" Ostriches ! " exclaimed Frederick and Rudly together. "Ro, 
ho ! ,vhat luck ! We will tame one, and its feathers will be a 
splendid ornament for our caps." 

" Yes," replied Ernest, gravely ; " the feathers will be a splen
did ornament when we have captured the bird which bears them ! " 

Meantime the ostriches approached, and we had to consider the 
best means of entrapping them. I thought the simplest plan was 
to lie in ambuscadl?., and take them by surprise. I therefore 
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dispatched Frederick and Rudly in quest of the dogs and monkey, 

while Erne t and I sought a place of concealment. We found a 

shelter behind some great clumps of a plant growing among the 

roc.:kt;, which I recognized as the Eitphorbium, or what chemists 

call wolf's bane (lait cle loup), whose juice is one of the most active 

of the poi 'Ons of the vegetable world. 

I 

~ -=-..:...---==_..::,'----= 
THE 0.iTRICH HUNT. 

Rndly and Frederick returned with our hunting companions, 

who had made good use of the time they had been gone, and, as 

we saw from their dripping kins, had contrived to quench their 

thir ·t and enjoy the luxury of a bath. 

The o triche having come within ight, I made out that _the 

troop c.:on i ted of four female and one male ; the latter being 

recognizable by the long white feather which adorned his croup. 

We immediately lay down behind our leafy . creen, holding in our 

dog , le~t their natural impetuo ity hould spoil our stratagem. 

The bird~ continned their advance, while we discussed the ordi

nary manner of capturing ostriche . 

" Get ready your eagle," aid I to Frederick ; " for if our legs 

and those of our dog should fail, we mu ·t have recourse to his 
. ,, 

wmg . . 

"Do o triche run SQ very swiftly?" inquired Rudly. " At all 

event , Frederick and I are not snail::;; and as for Ernest, ha he 

not gained the pnze for running?" 
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" Oh," aid J, " Ernest's legs, good as they are, would be of no use; the ostrich can outstrip a horse at full gallop." 
"How are they caught, then? I have seen picture of ostrich

hunting, and the huntsmen are always represented 011 horseback." 
" True; but it is rather by stratagem than by the speed of their 

horses that they succeed. This is how they manage : The ostrich 
cannot be attacked in fron t or rear, but only from the side. When 
the bird is pursued it describes a circle of more or loss extent, 
always returning to the point from which it started. The hunter, 
therefore, confines himself to the task of limiting as much as pos
sible the circumference of this circle. F or this purpose he 
stations himself on the bird's side or flank, follows it, presses it 
close, harasses it, and when it is exhausted it falls into the hunter's 
hands. But as it sometimes describes a circle of great extent, and 
one horse would be unable to tire it out, the hunters provide them
selves with relays to keep up the chase; and thus it happens that 
a single ostrich sometimes tests the energies of a ·whole caravan." 

"Is it true," asked Ernest, " that the ostrich will hide its head 
in the sand or behind a stone, and because it cannot see, thiaks it cannot be seen ? " 

"To answer you I should require to know what passes in an 
ostrich's head; and I do not think those writer who first a cribed 
this gratuitous stupidity to the ostrich have ever possesseJ. any 
well-determined data respecting it intellectual faculties. It is 
much more probable that if it hides its head at the approach of 
danger, it is in obedience to the instinct of all creatures to defend, 
as far as they can, the most sensitive part of their bodies, than 
with any idea of rendering itself invisible. It may be, however, 
that the o:::;trich, by thrusting its head into the sand, seeks only a 
point d'appui-a leverage which will give it more force to resist 
its enemy, and deal the horses attacking it in the rear a succession 
of well-planted kicks. For my part, I believe the bird has been 
calumniated, and that the fable transmitted froru generation to generation is wholly baseless." 

I now perceived that the ostriches had recognized our scent. 
They hesitated to advance ; but as we remained immovable in our 
hiding-place, they would probably have mistaken us for stone , and 
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advanced right upon us, had not our dogs, whom we had restrained 

with difficulty, broken loose from our grasp. Barking frantically, 

they threw themselves upon the timid birds, who disappeared with 

a rapidity comparable only to a flight of feathers impelled by a 

strong wind. Their feet did not seem to touch the ground ; their 

expanded wings, slightly bent, might be likened to the sails of a 

ship; and the wind, by supporting them, increased the extraordi

nary swiftness of their course. I then gave Frederi~k orders to 

unhood his eagle. The noble bird immediately clove the air like 

lightning, overtook the male ostrich, pounced upon it, and so 

AN EAC.LE ON THE ,vrNG. 

vigorou ly attackeu it that the gigantic animal soon rolled in the 

dm;t. The dogs and jackal hastened up; and when we arrived 

the o trich was pa t all chance of rescue, and died of the numerous 

wounds inflicted by our ferocious confederates. 

'.rhi deplorable termination of our chase grieved us exceedingly; 

but the evil being beyond remedy, we contented ourselves with 

aving what we could. "\Ve drove off the eagle and jackal as the 

mo t dangerous of the victors, stripped the unfortunate bird of the 

snowy feather which adorned its tail, and placed them boastingly 

m our much-worn and dilapidated cap , where these rich and 

sumptuou plumes had a singular effect, though the shadow they 

ca t rendered the heat of the sun more tolerable. 

Frederick eemed never weary of admiring the gigantic propor

tion of the <.lead ostrich. 



\VISDO.M OF THE DIV[NE. 

" What a pity," he exclaimed, "that so splendid a bird shou1J have been slain ! How well it would have figured among our dome tic animals ! " 

" How," said Erne t, " can so large a bird find sufficient nouri hment in the de ert ? " 

" You are influenced," I replied, " by a European prejudice. ,Vhat we call a de. ert, so far as man is concerned, is no de ert as regard ' all other animals; and the barrenest plains invariably prodnce some scattered plants, palm-trees, and turf, which suffice for the maintenance of the creatures inhabiting them. Moreover, the ostrich re embles all the animals of unproductive countries : it i an extremely frugal bird, and capable of enduring hunger ea ily. Finally, of one thing be persuaded, my dear son; that the Divine Author of Creation has taken care that the creatures He plants in the de ert shall no more perish of want than those He places in the mo t fertile countrie , on the smiling banks of rivers, whose water carry richness and abundance wherever they penetrate." 
On thi subject om conver ation was prolonged for some time. We noticed the sharp points at the end of their wings, which act a spurs to quicken their march when they are pursued. I confuted the fal e notion which my sons harl picked up from some book of trnvel, that the ostrich occa ·ionally flings stones or sand at it£ pun:mers. 

"The same might be said of the horse," I remarked, "for he, a. he gallops, da hes up stone and mud along the roads he travel ; and yet no one has thought of attributing to him the singular kind of faculty attributed to the o trich." 
Frederick inquired whether the bird had any cry. I told him that in the night it gave utterance to a kind of plaintive moaning, and at other times to a loud roar not unlike that of the lion. 

While we were thus conversing, Rudly and Ernest, in following the jackal, had made a di covery, and returned to apprise us of it, waving their plumed caps in the air to attract our notice. 
"A ne t ! " they cried; '· an o trich's nest ! Come quickly I " And, indeed, there was an o trich's ne t; if that can be called a ne t which is ·imply a hole dug in the and. We found about 
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thirty eggs, each as large a~ an infant's head, arranged s.ymmetrically 

in the interior. 
" Take care," I cried to my hasty lads, who wrre about to 

seize the spoil ; " take care you do not di arrange them, or disturb 

the order in which they are placed. If you do, the female will not 

return to her nest." 
T then a ked Ernest how he and Rudly had lighted upon this 

di ·covery. It eemed that Ernest had noticed that the last o trich 

which fled before our <logs had risen "uddenly from the ground, 

and he therefore concluded sbe was probably engaged in the work 

of incubation. He made known his opinion to Rudly; and the 

two, accompanied by the jackal, started in search of the nest. The 

animal's in tinct proved unexpectedly serviceable; but as he had 

fir t ighted the egg , he rewarded himself by breaking one, out of 

which emerged a chicken, only to be immediately devoured. This 

recital induced me to ·ugge t to Rudly that his pupil's education 

was not yet completed, and that he should correct his savage 

ardour with a few whippings. 
1y on wished to take the egg~, and hatch them, they said, by 

exposing them to the un during the day, and by covering them 

over at night with the hotte t materials they could find. 13ut I 

pointed out to Frederick that a each of the egg weighed fully 

three pounds, the ne t would weigh nearly one hundred, which, as 

we had neither bea ·t nor vehicle, we could not possibly transport 

aero· a de ert where we had with difficulty dragged along our

selves, our gun , and our game-bag ; and that it was doubtful, 

moreover, whether we could satisfactorily substitute a factitiou 

heat for the mother's influence. But as my children ardently 

pres ed their propo al, we came to a compromi e, and it wa. 

re olved that each should modestly take a ingle egg, which might 

be carrieJ in a handkerchief. But thi additional burden wa. soon 

found extremely onerou ; an<l my boys, had they dared, would 

willingly have abandoned all hopes of young o triches to get rid 

of the ggs. They changed their load from one hand to the other, 

with every indication of ennui and fatigue . At la t I came to 

their a i tance, advi ·ing them to cut ome twig · from a pecie of 

low pine which throve about the rocks, and to make u e of them 
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A LAND-TURTLE. 

in carrying their eggs, just as the Dutch m.ilkwomen c;any their 
milk-pails. Each balanced his handkerchief as well as he could 
at the end of a stick, and we resumed our journey. My plan suc
ceeded famously, and the boys made no more complaints. 

In due time we 
reached the border 
of a small morass, 
which seemed to 
be the gathering
ground of several 
springs issuing from 
the cliffs, and unit
ing here into one 
channel. We recog
nized the traces of 
our dogs and ape, 
and found that they 
had enjoyed their 
refreshing bath in 
this convenient lo
cality. In the dis-

- tance we perceived 
numerous herds of 
buffaloes, monkeys, 
and antelopes ; but 
they were too far off to molest us. Nowhere was any sign of the serpent visible, 

nor anything to suggest the idea that it had either sojourned in or passed through this district. 
Halting on the outskirt of the morass, we took our dinner ; and 

after an interval of repose, having filled our empty gourds with 
fresh water, prepared to set out, when Rudly's jackal disinterred 
from the sand a round object, which seemetl like an ungainly lump 
of moist earth or clay. I threw it into the water to cleanse it, 
and was astonished to find that what I had taken for some unknown 
root was really a Ii ving c;reature-a turtle of the smallest species, 
about the size of an apple, which began to crawl away from us. 
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" ,Vhy, l thought," exclaimed Frederick, " that turtles lived 

only in the sea. How has this one got here ? " 

" Who knows ? " said Ernest : " perhaps there bas been a 

shower of turtles in this desert. The Romans have recorded a 

shower of frogs." 
" Stop, stop, professor ! " I rejoined. " Your irony is llO proof 

of your know ledge, for, as far as I can judge, you seem ignorant 

of the fact that there are land and freshwater turtles of thi · 

family; and not only do you find them in the neighbourhood of 

swamp', but in gardens, where they prey upon snails, worms, an<l 

all kind of insects." 
"Well, then," remarked Ernest, "we had better carry some to 

mamma to cleanse her garden of its destructive vermin, and we 

can also put a specimen in our natural history museum." 

Rudly's jackal all this time was scratching up the sand, and we 

oou collected a dozen little turtles, of which I took charge in my 

game-bag. Frederick then returned to the subject of turtles, and 

their uifferent pecies. 
" These," I said, " are generally found in the alternately dry 

and marshy plains of the Cape of Good Hope. In the 8Ummer, 

when the sun converts the country into a breadth of dry sandy 

wihlerne , they bury themselves several feet deep in the sand, 

emerging at the return of the rainy sea on to enjoy the freshness 

of the air. Thu the e animals resemble numerous European 

pecies which pend a portion of the year underground. ] rog ·, 

for in tance, embed them elve in the mud, and there, at a depth 

of several feet, hybernate in security. And in our Swiss moun

tains do not the marmots bury themselves in the recesses of their 

burrow and sleep through all the winter ? " 

"re quitted the border of the pool, and in tead of retracing our 

steps, followed for some time a runlet which i sued from it, and 

brought us back to the cliff where we had formerly rested. It wa 

a delightful route compared with any we bad previou ly taken in 

the avannah, for it was overarcbed with leafy trees and urrounded 

with blooming verdure; in truth, it wa an oa i in the desert, 

and we showeJ our appreciation of it beau.tie by christening it 
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The G1·een Valley 

We would gladly 
have bestowed a 

more pompous ap
pellation, if that 
would have been 
any measure of the 
pleasure we had 
derived from it. 

We soon lost 
sight of it, and re
entered the desert. 

The heat, however, 
was not so inten. e. 

Whether our rest 
had restored our 
enfeebled energies, 
or the thought that 
we were travelling 
towards a secure 
asylum rendered 
the march lei-;s 

wearisome, certain it is that on our return we progressed easily, 

and neither sighs . nor complaints were heard. Our o trich's eggs 

were the only captnre we had made; but it was not our fault if 

game had failed us. As we had remarked that the animals of 

these regions were often more afraid of our dogs than of us, we 

had taken the precaution to hold in leash our faithful but too 

impetuous companions. Frederick led Braun, Ernest Falb, I took 

charge of Turk, and Rudly of his jackal. As for Juno, she was 

honoured with Master Knips as her rider, and therefore, having 

less fear of her escapades, we let her go free. 

We had arrived within half-an-hour'::; march of the Jackal's 

Cave. Rudly and Frederick halted a moment to shift their bur

dens; I 8topped with them ; and Ernest continued his journey, 
followed by Falb. 

" Our philm;opher is in a hurry to gain the cool shades of tho 
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grotto," said Rudly, laughing, "and starts on ahead at RD brave a 

puce ju t that he muy be the first to rest." 
He had scarcely uttered the words when we were startled by a 

shriek of Ji tress. It was Ernest's voice. Then came two very 

distinct growls, to which our dogs replied with a howl of alarm. 
Almo, t immediately Ernest reappeared, running with all his might, 

hi. face pale, his voice choked with terror. 
" The bears! the bears ! " he cried ; " they are following me ! 

A .l<'IOHT WITH BEAR,. 

And the poor boy fell into my arm, , more dead than alive. 1 

had no time to rea ure him or rou. e his courage, and felt a ud
den shudder thrill through my frame when a11 enormou. bear camE 

in ight, quickly followed by a econd. 
" Courage, my boy , courage.'' 



414 COMBAT WITH THE BEARS. 

I could say no more, but seized my gun, loaded it, and prepared 
to give the enemy a warm reception. Frederick followed my 
example, and, with a courage and coolness beyond his age, placed 
himself by my side. Rudly also took his musket, but remained 
in the rear, while Ernest, unarmed, for in his fright he had droppe<l 
his gun, retreated still further. 

Our dogs meanwhile had rushed to the attack, and grappled 
gallantly with their terrible adver aries . We fired together, and 
though our shots did not bring down the enemy, they nevertheless 
made their mark. One bear had his jaw smashed, the other a 
shoulder broken. The struggle was not ended, however ; only the 
first could no longer bite, nor the second strangle us . Our trusty 
companions accomplished prodigies of courage and intrepinity: 
they fought like men; they rolled in the dust with their oppo
nents, whose blood reddened the sand. 

We would fain have delivered a second volley, but were afraid 
of killing or wounding one of our dogs. In the spirited combat 
which had taken place it was impossible, at our distance from it, 
to fight with sufficiently exact an aim to hit an enemy without 
injuring a friend. We resolved to advance, and, when within 
four paces, we discharged our pistols. Their reports were suc
ceeded by a howl of rage and anguish which made us tremble; 
but the two monsters were prostrated, and victory was ours. 

" A good work well done ! " said I ; " let us return thanks to 
Heaven, which has once more saved our lives ." 

We remained for some time mute with astonishment before our 
two terrible adversaries. Our dogs., covered with blood and 
wounds, still tore them with their eager teeth. Afraid of a feint, 
and to satisfy myself that they were really dead, I fired a pistol 
into each one's heart. Rudly, who bad preserved a cheerful 
countenance throughout the engagement, then raised a song of 
triumph, and brought up poor Ernest, still trembling in every limb. 

I desired him to tell us how he had made the discovery of these 
formidable foes. He confessed, with tears in his eyes, that he had 
hurried on before us to reach the grotto first, where he had in
tended to conceal him elf, and frighten Ru<lly by imitating a 
bcar's growl. 
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WHAT SHALL BE DONE WITH TTIE SPOIL? 415 

" I thought I should have died of fear," said he, " when I aw 

my wicked scheme so fully realized; it seemed a if God wished 

to puni h me immediately for my fault. How I managed to re

turn to you I cannot tell, for all my strength seemed suddenly 

to fail." 
There was no need to reprimand him, be was so deeply and 

sincerely penitent; but I profited by the opportunity to impress 

upon my sons the dangerous character of these practical jokes, 

which, though intended only to excite laughter, sometimes lead 

to the most pitiful results. 
" If we have not found the serpent's nest," I sdded, " we have 

not the le"s accompli. hed a good work for the ecmity of our 

plantation; these two monsters would have caused us very serious 

anxiety." 
Rudly here observed that the presence of bears in so hot a region 

a. that which we inhabited was an extraordinary ciTcumstance. 

" or do I well know how to explain it," said I; "for my 

knowledge of natural hi tory is not sufficient to determine if tho, e 

two bears belong to the European genus, or to that of North 

America, or to the race sometimes met with among the wilds 

of Tibet." 
Iy boys now stood contemplating the carcasses with mingled 

terror and admiration. They examined the large and solid teeth 

which bri tled in their jaws ; they raised the paws armed with 

uch frightful claws; they drew out the yellow or tawny hair 

mingled with white spot . The conclusion they arrived at was, 

that we ought to con itler ourselves very fortunate in having got 

quit of them o quickly and at so little cost. What signifies a 

pa, t alarm when we can forget it in pre ent victory? 

I now inquired to what purpo e we should turn our spoil. 

Rudly thought we should convert the heads into a couple of 

helmet , calculated to render their wearer terrible to any enemy 

who might attack u . The l bellico e Erne t sugge ted that 

their kin would mal-e admirable wrapper for winter u e, or rugs, 

which, ,pread on the ground would protect u from humidity. 

It wa too late, howeYer, to think of undertaking any further 

work, and we re. urn cl our homeward journey, fir:t tlragging the 
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A HAPPY REUNI<) . 

two carcasses into the cavern, and covering them with boughs as a 
protection again. t carnivorous animals and birds of prey. We also 
decided on relieving ourselves of the weight of the ostrich eggs, 
and we buried them in the sand: it was the only way we could 
take care of them, and we should have gained nothing by carrying them further. 

It was sunset when we rejoined little Fritz and bis mother, who 
received us with demonstrations of the liveliest joy. A good fire 
and an excellently cooked supper greatly refreshed uR, and restored 
our spirits. My little heroes then related the toils and triumphs 
of the day; and Ruclly, if he had not done much, now made 
amends by boasting more than any one. My wife was much alarmed 
at our adventure with the bears ; he could not hide the tears 
which gathered in her eyes when she thought of the peril we had 
incurred, and spite of my assurance that we hould find the bears' 
flesh as good a provision aR that of the peccaries, she had much difficulty in recovering her composure. 

We fo'..lncl that Fritz and his excellent mother had not been idle 
in our abRence. They had discovered ou the banks of the streamlet 
a kind of rich oily earth, so fine and white that it seemed to me 
well adapted for making porcelain. They had also collected in 
buckets of barn boo, ranged along the rock, a sufficiency of water to 
supply the wants of our cattle; and, finally, by dint of patience and 
energy, they had contrivell to accumulate at the entrance of the 
defile a quantity of the materials mo. t requisite for the construction of my projected fortification. 

I heartily thanked her for all her exertions. We had kindled 
a great watch-fire for our nocturnal defence, and our clogs, who e 
recent wounds we had washed and bathed with fresh butter, 
stretched themselves around it. Before retiring to rest I would 
fain experiment with the white clay, and fa. hioning a couple of 
bowls, I placed them in the centre of the crackling flames. I al. o 
lighted some torches to scare away wild beasts in case the fire 
went out. Then we withdrew under the sheltering roof of our 
tent, and sweet . leep, Nature'1, restorer, soon sealed our eye . 

It requin•d incredible courage to draw ournelve from our bed 
next morning: after unheard-of effortR, however, we succeeded. I 
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found the clay pipkins thoroughly baked. The clay was porcelain, 

s. I had su pected; not of the best quality, it is true but onlv ' . 
requiring a little additional preparation. We hurried over our 

breakfast; harnessed our beasts to the cart; set out in blithe 

spirits, and arrived without accident or circumstance at the cavern 
of the bears. 

We found the entrance occupied by a throng of birds, who, from 
the arrangement and colour of the feathers round their necks we 

' uppo ed at first to - -
be turkeys ( coqe 
d'Incle); but on a 

closer and nearer 
view, perceived-4-hey 
were bin.ls of prey 
anticipating us in 

despoiling the two 
hPa.rs . 'I'hey fiP-w 
into the cavern with 
a thou and discor
dant cries, and soon -
returned carrying 
great piece' of flesh 
in their talon. ,which 
they retired some 
di tance to devour. 
From their prodi-
gious numbers we -
feared that our TrrE CONDOR (Sarcoramphus !IT!JJJlms). 

work wa taken out of our hands, and that their ferocity would 

leave only the bones of the formidable game we had slaughtered 

on the preceding evening. We knew not how to make our way 

into the cavern, for the plunderer, eemed in no wise di quieted 

by our approach. uddenly a great noi e of wing was beard 

above our head. ; a black shadow wa outlined upon the ground; 

and lifting up our eyes we beheld another marvel-an immen e 

bird, of a tonisl1ing size and . trength, whose expanded wingl:i 

Reemed to cover in the air a pace of fifteen or sixteen feet. 
(372) 27 
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He, too, directed his course towards the cavern; but as hr 

lowered his powerful pinions, Frederick fired, and the mighty 

tenant of the air fell heavily at our feet . He was shot r_' 

through the heart, and the blood issued in great gout.R j f 
-~ 

from the mortal wound . 
The report of Frederick's gun created so complete a 

pn.nic among the birds of prey, that they took to flight 

in hot haste, filling the echoes with harsh complaints. 

and leaving the cavern-entrance free. We hastened 

to examine the wi11ged monster which Frederick 

so skilfuHy brought down, and recognized it as c 

condor of the largest species. 

Then we entered the grotto, where we found 

one of our bears half eaten, and the other com

pletely cleaned of its entrails-one disag ree- . 

al>le task the less for us : we carried off the .'~ 

skins, and what remained untouched of th 

flesh, and abandoned the remainder to 

our dogs. . 

The preparation of the flesh b, 

occupied a whole cl ay. After 

having removed the 
with the utmost care 

and all possible 
precaution, 
l cut 
off 

'll 

i; 
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the barns, and then the feet, which I destined to make a dainty of 
the mo t exquisite character, according to the received opinion of 
European gourmands. Afterwards we cut up the rest of the 
He h in long strips of about au inch in thickness, after the fashion 
of the ancient buccaneers, and exposed the whole in a thick smoke. 
The fat was collected and carefully preserved: my wife set a high 
value upon it, because, besides the use it would be in culinary 
operations, she knew that it might be eaten with bread as an 
excellent substitute for fresh butter. 

We obtained about one hundred pounds of fat, including what 
the peccaries had yielded a few days before : this we stored up in 
bamboo vessels, which rendered its transport easy. To our dogs 
we gave the bony carcasses, and they were so well seconded by the 
birds of prey, which in a few moments gathered by thei1'. sidE'; that 
in an inconceivably short time the two bears ·were reduced to 
:-;keletons so white, and so perfectly cleaned, as to be fitted for 
figuring in our mu eum. As for the hides, we washed them in 
salt water, and rubbed them with sand and ashes; and though our 
. kill as curriers was very limited, we contrived to render them 
sufficiently supple without having recourse to the process of the 
Greenlanders, who prepare them, it is said, with their teeth I 

I regretted that we were at a considerable distance from the 
spot where we had discovered the ravensara, whose bark rm(l 
leaves bad communicated so delicious an aroma to our peccary
lle h ; but among the twig and bu hes collected by the boys I 
remarked a liana, or creeper, ·whose fragrance seemed familiar to 
me, and which proved to be pepper. This new addition to our 
stores I hailed with the livelie t rapture, and when I had con
vinced my elf that I was not mistaken in it properties, we all set 
to work to collect the precious plant, and soon obtained a good 
upply both of white pepper and black. 

Thi. was, in trnth, a treasure; both for our cuisine and for the 
preservation of numerous artides which the exec ive beat of the 
climate ?,lways poiled, whatever care we took in their prepara
tion. The fir t application of our new discovery wa made to the 
b ar ' kin , the ham.-, and the ti ips of rnoked or boilcaneJ 
fie h. 
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THE BOYS' EXT-'EDITIO . 

Next came the task of fitting our gigantic condor for a place 

in the musenm. After stripping it of a1l its flesh, and powdering 

the inside of the skin ,';'ith poun~ed pepper, we filled it with 

cotton and dry moss, deferring 

PEPPER PLAN1' (Piper nigrmn). 

to some other time the work ol 

giving the bird a suitable form 

and attitude. 
These labours, however, were 

of too peaceful a character for 

my turbulent and restless young 

fellows. I perceived they were 

growing weary and dissatisfied 

from the quarrelsome and morose 

humour to which they at times 

gave way; and to remedy the 

t'lvil, I resolved upon introducing 

some diversion into the mo

notony of our daily occupation . 

I therefore proposed they should undertake by themselves an ex

cursion into the savannah. The re~der will readily suppose that 

such a proposition was enthusiastically received, and the prospect 

of full liberty of action, and of being themselves the masters of 

the caravan, did not count for nothing in the explosion of joy 

which followed. 
Rrnest refused to join in the expedition, preferring to remarn 

with his mother and myself. On the other band, Fritz showed so 

great a desire to accompany his brothers that I could not refuse 

him the favour. 
Frederick, Rudly, and Fritz then saddled their steeds, which 

were peacefully grazing on the bank of the stream, and after 

formally saluting us, plunged gaily into the de. ert. 

It was not without an emotion of pain that I saw them depart 

alone, abandoned to their own guidance. But I felt how import

ant it was, in our position, to accustom my children at the 

earliest suitable opportunity to think and act for themselves. 

Some unforeseen accident might deprive them both of their 

mother and their father, and it was good they should occa8ionally 

tl 
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learn to do without our help. I placed full confidence in the 
prudence and sagacity of Frederick; I was satisfied he ·would 

watch over his young brothers ; the coolne s they had shown 
under very trying circumstances also reassured me ; but 1 felt the 

need of some more certain support and consolation. I addressed 
myself to God, and grew calm, believing that the hand which had 
restored his son to Jacob would also be stretched over mine to 
guide them safely through the desert. 

I returned to our tent when I could no longer discern the 
receding figures of the three cavaliers, and my wife and I resumed 
our domestic ta ks, while Ernest, tranquilly seated on the sand, 
was engaged in converting the ostrich egg into useful vessel ,. 

We had sati fied ourselves, by putting these eggs into hot water, 
that the young which they contained bad ceased to live. Ernest 
had bethought himself of an ingenious method for cutting the e 
eggs in half without injuring them. He tied round them a cotton 
thread well-soaked in vinegar. The action of the acid on the 

calcareou shell hollowed out a circular line, or groove, which 
separated it ea ily into two portions. The pellicle underneath 
was however, so stout that it could only be divided with a knife : 

it had all the ela ticity and hardne s of parchment. 
We gladly turned from this operation to undertake one of a 

different character. When surveying the interior of the grotto, I 

had di covered different kinds of mineral products, and among 

others a stratum of a bestos, a kind of tony filament remarkable 
for it incombu tible qualities; and among this a be tos a splendid 
block of talc, transparent as glass, which I did not despair of 
manufacturing one day into windows. Erne t a sisted me in this 

labour with much intelligence, and we succeeded in detaching from 
the block a uperb fragment, about two feet long, and a many 
thick. My wife, to whom everything that reminded her of 

Europe gave peculiar gratification, was delighted at this discovery, 
e~pecially on my explainino- to her the intended u ·e of the frag

ment, which wa ea ily divided into layer or beets a thin as 

paper. 
Thi. work occupied u the better part of the day. \Vhen 

eveuing drew near, we as embled round our hearth, where our 



A GROWING WALL. 

manageress was cooking, wi.th all imaginable care and skill, two of 
the bears' paws, which had been long soaking in pickle, and 
whose appetizing odour, as it escaped from the caldron, promised 
a delicious repast. While waiting the return of our hunters, ·we 
engaged in a lively conversation. 

Ernest's imagination was full of the marvels of the grotto, and 
the discovery we had just made did not diminish its value in 
his eyes. 

"We ought," he said, "to turn this cavern into a second habita
tion, and fortify it a la Robinson Crusoe." 

" What do you mean by that? " 
"Why, you don't want either masonry or cement, but only trees 

planted in order, and so close to one another, that in time they 
grow up like an impenetrable wall." 

" But while waiting until they grow up, and your wall is 
ready, how will you defend yourself?" 

My objection was evidently" a poser" to the young philosopher, 
and while he considered how he should meet it, we heard behind 
us the clatter of hoofs, and loud shouts of joy and triumph: it 
was our hunters returning from the savannah. They soon arrived, 
and to spring from their steeds, remove their harness, and fasten 
them up, was the work of a moment. 

Rnrlly and Fritz each ca.nied on his shoulders a small kid, with 
its fore-paws tied together, 
and I could see that Fred -
erick's game-bag was well 
filled. 

" Capital sport, papa! " 
cried Rudly, "and, I pro
mise you, Thunder has be
haved himself admirably. 
Oh, you should have seen 
him galloping across the 
desert, and raising clouds 
of dust to mark bis pro-

K rn (Oupella). gress. Frederick has got 
in his bag a couple of magnificent Angora rabbits, and an obliging 

R 
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cuckoo, who has introduce<l us to the finest and best furni8hed 

bee-hive I ever saw." 

" Rudly has not 
told you all," said 

:B rederick : " ·we have 

made prisoners of a 

whole herd of ante

lopes, and forced them 

to pa s into our do

main, where we can 

hunt them at our 

leisure, capture or 

tame them, as may 
suit us best." 

" ,v ell," said I, in 

my turn, "Frederick 

has not told us, and 
TrrE CUCKOO (Ciieitl1is ranor11s) . 

he forgets what he should put foremost, tliat God has beeu pleai:.ed 

to restore to their father three little fellows committed all alone 

to the hard mercies of the 

desert. Let us begin, my 

boy , by thanking Heaven 

for this new fasour ." 

Then, turning toward8 

Rudly, who e face was all 

swollen, '' ,vhat means the 

sudden plumpness of those 

cheek ? Come, relate your 

adventure , for they seem to 

have been somewhat danger

ou ·." 
Frederick began :-

/ \ 
J 

/ ', _,.,. 
_,.., ...,, i.,. -~ 

), -~·"'I .,,_ ~-· 

A~TELOPE (Anlilupc <lori:,t-~ ,. 

/ 

" I will tell you in their order all the events of the day. 

On leaving you, we took the direction of the Green Valley, and 

in a narrow gap, where some trees had formed a natural bridge, 

we cro ed to the other , ide of the tream, and then pu hed 

traight into t}1e ayanuah. Some time elapsed before anything 
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attracted our attention; our steeds still keeping up a rapi<l 
gallop, and the sun as yet not being high enough above tbe 
horizon to fatigue them. At length we descried two herds of 
small quadrupeds, but at too great a distance to distinguish their 
species. We knew, however, they must either be goats, antelopes, 
or gazelles ; and, therefore, calling back our dogs, we kept them 
close by our sides, for we have remarked in our hunting expedi
tions that the wild animals are more afraid of the dogs than of us. 
We then resolved upon an attempt to make ourselves masters of 
this game. 

" To increase the force of our attack I divided my forces, as
signing to Fritz the line which followed the river, the centre to 
Rudly, and the right wing to myself, our object being to prevent 
the animals from dispersing over the mountains. 

"We effected these movements without disturbing the herds, 
one of which even crossed the river, and as calmly as if they had 

HUNTING THE A:NTELOPES. 

been alone in the savannah. The other remained immovable , 
and did not discover our presence until we were close upon them: 
th e foremos t then r0se from the grass where they had been re-
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posing, reared their long necks in the air, and their heads sur

mounted by small pointed ears. Their fellows imitated their ex

ample, and the whole troop were soon upon their feet. But now 

Right was impossible ; we pushed our steeds to the gallop, and let 

loo e our dogs ; they seconded us so well that in a few moments 

the herd was driven across the river, into the defile which separateR 

our territory from the savannah. 

"But to have made them prisoners was not enough; we had 

to prevent them from effecting their escape. For this purpose we 

thought of several devices, which all, on consideration, proved 

more or less inconvenient. At length we hit upon this: to stretch 

across the entrance a long rope, ornamented with numerous rags 

and other fl.uttering articles, whuse continued motion woulL1 

sufficiently terrify our captives. We still carried the ostrich 

plumes in our hats, and these, with some fragments of our hand

kerchiefs, we furbi bed up into capital scarecrows." 

''Wonderful! Capital I" I exclaimed, perceiving that Frederick 

paused to see what impres ·ion hi clever stratagem produced upon 

me; "capital! But your scarecrow will answer only by day; 

you will require something else at night. However this may be, 

did you invent your ingenious method ? " 

" o; I borrowed it from Levaillant, who has described it in his 

'Voyage au Cap de Bonne Esperance.' And he says it is in this 

way the Hottentot detain in the vicinity of their huts the ante

lope they have caught in the cha, e." 

" Very good ! " I exclaimed; " I am delighted that your reading 

is not lo t upon you. You can now under tand the importance of 

committing to memory the lessons which you meet with in good 

books. When you read Levaillant as an amu ement for your 

lei ure, you never thought you would be called upon to carry into 

practice, in a avannah of the ew World, the Hottentot plan of 

capturing antelope . But now," added I, "tell me about your 

rabbit and especially what you intend doinO' with them. I sup

po e you do not de tine them for your mother's kitchen-garden; 

they would commit uch ravages that I am sure she would object 

to their company." 
" Certainly: but I think one of the two i: land , included in our 
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little ewpire might receive them as settlers . Shark Island, for 
instance, would make a magnificent warren, where, without trouble, 
,Ye should always find a good dish for our daily bill of fare, and 
fur for our head-coverings; the rat-skins, you know, papa, will 
not last for ever. It was with the view of founding a colony of 
rabbits I brought these two strangers home." 

RABBITS (Lepus cuniC'liliis ). 

"A good idea; and in that light we give them a cordial welcome. 
But how did you manage to catch them alive?" 

" To my eagle is due the honour of their capture. It ·was he 
who, swooping down upon a troop of rabbits that fled before us, 
fascinated them, as it were, seized them in his talons, and brought 
them to my feet. The brigand was not content with this: ufter 
hunting for me, he hunted for himself, and devoured a third rabbit, 
while the others disappeared into their burrows." 

By this time Rudly had grown impatient of his brother's long 
recital, and longed to introduce a word or two respecting his own 
adventures. I therefore called upon him in his turn. 

"My turn," he exclaimed; "yes, I think it is my turn! Only 
I will tell my tale faster than does Frederick; like my Thunder, 
I will go over the ground at a gallop I While Frederick was 
detained with his rabbits, Fritz and I pushed forward. The 
dogs followed us, but suddenly darted across the plain, in 
pursuit of two animals, about the size of a hare, whic11 had 
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THE HOr EY-GUIDE. 

n. en from the thidc herbage, and taken to flight with ineredible 

rapidity. 
"We set our steeds at a gallop to baek up tbe dog , and pursued 

the chase for about fifteen minutes. But the two fugitives grew 

fatigued ; they were overtaken, captured, and strangled before our 

dogs could do them the least injury. And here they are," added 

Rudly, pointing to the graceful little animals which he and Fritz 

had carried. "I think they are young fawns." 

" And I think they are antelopes," interrupted I; "bnt they 

will not be the less welcome to us on that account." 

"Be it so," replied Rudly; '' at all events Olli' chargers did their 

duty nobly, and I think I may venture to a. sert that the hunts

men did not mi behave themselves. Hnt this was nothing: we 

had scarcely re urned our march, before a kind of cuckoo perched 

right in front of us, 
with a mocking song 

which seemed intended 
to provoke us. It 

rose as we advanced, 
and at a little di tance 

recommencedits train. 

Fritz, who see some
thing marvellou m 

whatever may happen, 

aid, laughing,-
" 'Oh, one might 

think this wa ome 
prince enchanted by a 
fairy enttoguideu ."' 

" 'Bo h I' I replied; 

' I am going to ay n 
word to your en
chanted prince,' and 

T H E liON.EY- GUIDE, OR !NDIOATOR BI.RD (Indicator ). 

I had already raised my gun, when Frederick made me observe, 

that a it wa loaded with ball, I hould probably lo e my shot. 

" o I lowered my mu ket and we re urned our march. After 

awhile the cuckoo cea8ed to hop and sing, and we ·aw that it barl 
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planted itself abuve a bees' nest very artistically excavateJ. m the 
ground. 

" On the subject of this unexpected find we held a council of 
war, discussing the safest plan of making ourselves masters of the 
treasure. Fritz requested permission to remain in the rear, declar
ing that his unfortunate encounter with the bees of Falcon's-Nest 
was too fresh in his recollection; Frederick, as commander-in-chief, 
declared that he would willingly give his advice, but that it was 
not for him to carry it into execution. It remained, then, for me 
to undertake the heroic enterprise. Armed with a match, ·which I 
found in my game-bag, and to which I set fire, I attempted to 
suffocate the bees by flinging it in their midst. But I had hardly 
carried fire and massacre into the abode of the peaceful insect1! 
before a horrid buzzing became audible : out flew the bees, rising 
in the air like a black cloud ; and I was enveloped from head to 
foot. They assailed me and harassed me with frightful impetuosity; 
they clung to my hands, my face, and my hair; and it was with 
great difficulty I regained my steed, threw myself on his back, and 
galloped away for bare life. Some of my enemies followed me, 
and you see the honourable marks of the wounds which I received. 
As my brothers had prudently kept out of the way, they escaped 
without a scar. For my part," added Rudly, "I could never have 
believed so small a creature could have inflicted so much suffering." 

"Well," said I, "look upon your adventure as a lesson in 
natural history, and try not to forget it . And now, go to your 
mother, for I see she is ready to apply some bandages which will 
relieve your pain." 

We ceased conversing, in order to pay due attention to the rab
bits and young antelopes. For their easier conveyRnce to Rock
House, I contrived a pannier or hamper of reeds, covered with a 
cloth, so that, though deprived of light, they might be able to 
bn;:athe freely. We were uncertain where to station them; whether 
we should keep them in the neighbourhood of Rock-House, or 
abandon them on one of the islands of the coast. The boys would 
have preferred keeping such graceful animals near their own resi
dence, but considerations of safety made us decide upon removmg 
them to Shark !.-;land. 
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Meantime, I coul<l not help thinking on what Rudly hall told 

us in reference to the strange bird which had led them to the hive. 

I knew it must be the honey-bird, or indicator, of zoologists; but, 

said I to myself, if this country is uninhabited, how could the bird 

recognize man ? How could it know that they are as fond of 

honey as itself, and, as a reward for its guidance, always share with 

it. the precious spoil ? Was not its conduct a proof that we were 

not the first human beings who had trodden the soil of this appar

ently desolate island? Was, then, its interior inhabited? 

These reflections, which my imagination greatly exten<led, were 

all of the highest importance. 

I said to myself that the in. tinct of the bird might be, perhaps, 

that law of nature which impelled it to obtain the assistance of a 

being stronger and more skilful than itself in the acquisition of a 

trea ure it desired ; but all my reflections led me to the same con

clusion, that it was most neces ary we should penetrate into the 

interior with extreme precaution. I resolved, moreover, to erect 

on the coast n. kind of stronghold for our defence, and for this pur

po e I selected Shark Island. It seemed to me that a solid struc

ture which from thence would commarnl the coast about Rock

Ilou. e, and which might be mounted with the two cannon we had 

at our di po al, woul<l offer us a retreat in ca e of necessity, and 

permit u to repel successfully an invasion from the interior, if any 

such were ever attempted. 

After we had ministered to the wants of our antelope , I wished 

to convince my young sportsmen that we had lost no time during 

their absence, anci. I showed them with pride the block of talc we 

had loo ened from the rock. But their admiration was soon 

effaced by the invitation our good mother addre sed to us-an 

invitation to a upper of peculiar delicacy. The principal <li h was 

a bear' paw I Yet, de ·pite it savoury steam , at first it wa 

very indifferently received, one of us-I do not remember whom

having made u · remark it resemblance to a man's hand. There

upon our lauO'hter-loving Rudly burst out, in a loud voice, with 

the word. of the ogre in the tory of ' Jack and the Beanstalk :" -

'' Fee-fo-fum, Fee-fo-fum, 
I smell the blood of an Englishman.." 
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This sally made us laugh, and gaiety and hunger combined pre

vailed over prejudice. I attacked the viand, and we all discovered 

it to be the most delicious meat we had ever tasted. My wife her-

8elf did not spare her eulogiums upon this ragout, which, I may 

add, she had prepared with particular attention. 

After supper we lighted our torches and kindled our fires; re

newed the supply of combustibles in the curing hut, and repaired 

to our tent to enjoy a profound and undisturbed repose. 

At daybreak I was on the alert, and aroused my sons. Our 

labours now were almost completed ; the bears' meat was smoked, 

the bamboo vessels filled with fat, and the near approach of the 

rainy season warned us to return to our rocky home, where there 

was much to be done. I was un

willing to set out unW we hail 

made a final excursion into tl1e 

desert we had just explored, and 

had ascertained whether a second 

visit to the ostrich's nest might 

not be more fortunate than the 

first. I was desirous also to collect 

the gum which must have, by this 

time, exuded from the incisions I 

. had made in the euphorbia on 
- the occasion of our former journey. 

And it was, therefore, to under

take this new excursion that I 

aroused at so early an hour my 

slumbering sons. 
Desirous of performing our trip 

with all possible rapidity, I re

solved that we would go "on horse

back:." Frederick gave up to me 

the onager, taking the foal for 
l°'AL:r.rs (Phmnix dactylifera1. himself; Rudly and little Fritz 

mounted their usual steeds. As for Master Ernest, his tastes daily 

inclined him more and more to repose. He had become the 

habitual guardian of his mother and our domestic hearth, and he 

I' ;' 
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saw us depart without any sign of reluctance. He took the place 

of little Fritz in the kitchen, while he, on his part, felt proud at 

being a , ociated with men in their most clarino- expeditions! 

Accompanied by Turk and Juno, we took the direction of the 

Green Valley, arnl traver eel the various scenes illustrated by 

memories of our la. t excursion;-the placewherewe had encountered 

the bears, the turtles' marsh, and the rock where Frederick had 

di covered the ostriches. To this rock we had given the name of 

the Arabs' Town, in allusion to the conjectures ,ve had hazarded 

on the first appearance of the ostriches, whom we had gravely mis

taken for a tribe of warlike Bedouins. 

Fritz and Rudly put their chargers to the gallop, and I allowed 

them to indulge their fancy in this respect to the fullest extreme, 

for the plain was so level they could not get out of sight. I kept 

Frederick by my side to assist in collecting the red gum, which 

had exuded from the incisions made in the different plant. , all(l 

had already coagulated in the sun. I had provided myself with 

a bamboo jar, in which I stored the little balls of solid resin. 

This gum is one of the subtlest and most violent poisons which 

~ature produces; but it principally grows, and is chiefly used, in 

the vicinity of the Cape of Good Hope. The inhabitants employ 

it to poison the springs where the wild beasts quench their thirst; 

but for r ar the domestic animals should fall into the same . nare, 

they u ually excavate by the side of the real well a basin into 

which they conduct the water. Afterwards they cover up the 

natural watercour, e with great stones, and the poisonous plant 

they throw into the artificial re. ervoir. They never uffer their 

flock to approach a pring until they have carefully examined it; 

au<l. if they detect any traces of the euphorbia on the sand, or 

perceive above the water a kind of light mi t, which i ' a ure in

dication of the presence of the poi on, they immecliatC'ly drive 

them afar. 

All the. c preeaution occ. sionally fail; but the coloni ts neYer

tbele. s deriv ·ome 1.ulvantage even from their failure; for if it cot 

them a few heatl of heep or oxen they are more than repaid by 

finding, on the banks of the streams, tiger and lion , hyrenas and 

autelopes, who. e . kin. become their . poil. The Hott ntut ' enjoy 



EVERYTHING HAS A USE. 

a furtl1er benefit-for they eat the flesh of the animah tl1 m 

poisoned to death, only casting away the en trail·. 

Fred.erick asked why I so carefully collected such a stock of poison. 

" I intend to 
make use of it," 

was my reply, "in 
destroying the apes 
which inf est our 

quarters. It is a 

cruel method, no 

doubt ; but they 

compel us, by their 
devastations and 

ravages, to have 
recourse to it. But 

we can also em
poly the euphor
l1ia advantageously 
in preparing the 

skins of the birds 

or quadrupeds we 
wish to stuff; it will 

preserve them from 

corruptiqn and the 
attacks of insects. 

EUPHORBIA.. 
Finally, we can use 

it, if need be, for making blisters, whose action will be as powerful 

as that of cantharides. But great as are the advantages I hope to 

derive from this plant, it must not be the less an object of the most 

scrupulous precaution; and above all, we mu, t guard against its 

becoming acclimatized in our vicinity, where the least mistake 

would entail fatal consequences." 

Our two cavaliers bad by this time almost disappeared in the 

savannah, and it was with great difficulty we could still trace their 

course by the clouds of dust raised by their rapid steeds. They 

had passed far beyond the ostrich's ne. t, to which we now 

directed our steps to ascertain if th~ eggs had been abandonerl, 

or 
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or if the females we had dispersed had returned to incubate 

them. 
At this very moment four magnificent ostriches sudtlenly rose 

from the sand where they had been sitting. Frederick's first care 

was to get ready his eagle for combat; but to prevent it from 
repeating the deed of blood in which it had been the actor on 
our former expedition, he fastened up its beak, and thus rendered 
it comparatively inoffensive. Our dogs were likewise muzzled, and 
we halted, that we might not scare the a,lvancing birds. We 
saw them, with their wings half extended, rush through the air 

with incredible swiftness. Whether they had not perceived us; 
whether they had mistaken us, as we remained motionless, for inani

mate objects; or whether it was their terror at hearing in their rear 

the rattling hoofs of my two young scapegraces, who drove them 
toward us ;-certain it is that they came straight in our direction 

until within pistol- hot. 
I had, therefore, abundant leisure to examine them. There 

were three females and a male-the latter a little in a<lvance of his 

companions, as if to force a pa, sage and anticipate any danger. 

The feathers of his tail waved majestically behind him, and I saw 
that we had before us as superb a prey as heart of man coulcl 

de ire. When I thought the moment of attack had come, I 
eized my ling, and summoning to the ta k all my sleight of han1l 

and exactne. of eye, I launched it again t the male ostrich. But 
in, tead of striking him on hi legs, as I had intended, the balls of 

my tring wound about hi body, and I only succeeded in pre sing 
his wings again. t hi ,ide . Thi , however, considerably dimin

i:hed his chances of afety; yet was not the victory complete, and 
the terrified bird wheeled abruptly round, and with the aid of his 

long legs fled rapidly away. His companion did not follow in 
the ame direction but turned off to the right and the left. 

,v e allowed them to e cape, all our attenti0n being concentrated 

on the male bird whom Frederick and I hotly pur ued. He hall 
begun to fatigue our teed , when fortunately Ru<lly and Fritz 

contrived to intercept hi retreat. 
Frederick then unhooded his eagle, an<l directed it against the 

ostrich; whereupon a terrible combat en. uecl- Ruclly and Fritz 
(372) 2 
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harassing him on one side, Frederick and I on the other, while the 

eagle attacked him with overpowering impetuosity. He felt the 

latter above his head; he heard the loud beat of his strong wings; 

and his instinct undoubtedly warned him that above the circle we 

described around him hovered an enemy whose beak and talons 

never forgive! The eagle, for his part, was evidently troubled at 

finding his beak enthralled in ligatures of cotton; he appeared 

inspired with fury; and his movements were so violent that · with 

one blow of his wing, dealt at the ostrich's head, he made that 

mighty bird totter like a drnnken man. Rudly availed himself of 

the opportunity to hurl his sling, which he did with so much address 

that it coiled several times round the ostrich's legs, and brought 

him to the ground. We raised a shout of triumph. The eagle 

was recalled and hooded; and we pounced upon the vanquished bird, 

who was struggling violently, to complete bis capture berore he 

broke loose from his bonds. He kicked so vigorously, and offered 

so furious a resistance, that we hardly knew how to approach him. 

It occurred to me that if we could. deprive him of sight we should 

probably subdue his frenzy; and, accordingly, we threw over his 

head my hunting bag, my waistcoat, and everything el e that we 

could spare. I had discovered the secret of his strength, as 

Delilah did of Samson's. No sooner were his eyes covered than 

he became calm and obedient, and permitted us to surround him 

with the ropes and fastenings we judged sufficient to secure us 

against any further outburst. I first passed around his body a 

strong broad belt of sea-dog's skin, and on either side I fastened a 

couple of straps to guide him; I also fastened a stout cord about 

his legs, loose enough for him to walk, but at the same time not 

so loose as to permit him to break into a gallop and escape 

from us. 
" Capitally done!" cried Ruclly when we had finished our ta k; 

" the creature is captured; but how shall we lead it, and, above all, 

how shall we ever tame such a giant?" 

"Wait," answered I; "the most ferocious nature submits to 

the influence of education. Do you not know that the Indians 

tame the elephant when fresh from his native forests, and that hy 

a very simple method?" 

I I 
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'' What is that method, papa?" 
" They place the wild elephant between a couple of tame ones ; 

they deprive him of the use of his trunk by fastening it tightly; 
and they charge the two tame animals with the duty of instructing 
their savage companion in mild and obedient manners. A driver 
armed with a sharp-pointed stick assists them in the task, and, by 
frequent admonitions, represses the turbulent nature of his pupil." 

"A wonder, papa!" shouted Rudly, laughing, "we shall want 
then a couple of tame ostriches, and I don't think that either 
Frederick or I will be tall enough to act as substitutes." 

" I do not think so either," said I in my turn; "but in default 
of ostriches we have other auxiliaries who will very well supply 
their place. The bull and the buffalo, for instance, will produce, 
1 imagine, a very good effect, stationed on either side of our cap
tive; and you and your brother, each armed with a whip, will 
naturally play the part of driver to perfection, and teach him to 
keep in rank with the others." 

" Yes, yes, that ,vill be delicious, and will answer admirably." 
Such was the answer to my proposition. 
Without delay I prepared to carry into execution the plan I 

had suggested. I made the two coursers approach; I arranged 
my straps; and when everything seemed ready, and the horsemen 
were in the saddle, each armed with a stout whip, I freed the eyes 
of the ostrich from their wrappers. 

At first he stood perfectly still, and wholly absorbed, as it ap
peared, in the return of light. Then he rose with a bound; but 
he had forgotten the fastenings which secured him to his two 
custodians; he was therefore abruptly checked, and brought down 
upon his knees. Several times he renewed the attempt, and 
al ways with the same result. He essayed to fly; but we had 
taken c:are to tic down his wings, and his great legs were also con
fined, as I have said, to a c:ertain extent; he threw himself to the 
right, to the left, but on either side encountered an obstacle 
stronger than himself, and the bull and buffalo seemed perfectly 

indifferent to the shocks he gave them. 
At length, weary of so fruitle s a struggle, and convinced, as it 

appearc<l , of the use1e. sneR, of a1l his exertions, he came to a 
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sensible decision; he raised himself upright, and submitting to th€ 
neighbourhood. of his two companions, set off at a gallop. Rud1y and 
Fritz were in the saddle, and the novel team wbich they controlled 

seemed to please them mightily. The air echoed with their merry 
shouts, which stimulated the frightened. ostrich to increased _ 
swiftness : they continued at a fierce gallop for about ha1 f _j 
an hour, when the bull and buffalo, less accustomed. than 
the ostrich to the sands of the desert, forced the latter 
to moderate his ardonr, and adopt a less fiery pace. 

While our cavaliers were enjoying this diver
sion, Frederick and I procee<led to the ostrich's 
nest. We easily discovered it by a cross made of 

=1 

reeds which we had planted there on our first ~~=:._:____ 
excursion, and at our approach a female sud.- ·::,. "'== n
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could, to iusure them against any accident on the way, and I 
deposited six in my bag, leaving the others in their nest, and 
hoping that the mother, whom we had so unceremoniously dis
turbed, would not detect the theft we bad committed. 

We placed the bag containing our frail and precious treasure on 
the back of the onager, which I immediately mounted, and we set 
out on our return. Frederick rode the young foal, and Rudly and 
Fritz marched ahead, escorting the ostrich, whom a series of 
vigorous applications of the whip gradually accustomed to those 
civilized habits and manners we had it so much at heart to teach 
him. We traversed the Green Valley without the occurrence of 
any notable incident, and arrived in safety at the Bears' Cavern, 
where Ernest and his mother received us with an astonishment 
more easily imagined than described. 

"Boys, boys," cried my wife, on perceiving the ostrich, "what 
are we to do with that immense bird? Do you think our supply 
of provisions so abundant that you must search all over the 
savannahs for animals to assist us in consuming them ? It is said 
thnt the ostrich can digest iron l But where shall I find a supply 
of that metal? Once more I ask: you, what are we to do 
with it?" 

" We want it for a post-horse," answered Rudly, "a post-horse, 
whom we will christen 'Wings of the Wind,' for I can promise 
you nothing can equal the swiftness of his gallop. For the future, 
I will only mount this long-legged steed, and as you have no 
charger of your own, Sir Ernest, I hand over to you my brave 
Thunder." 

I dispelled my good Elizabeth's anxiety, which she always felt 
on the arrival of each new living captive. 

" The ostrich," I remarked, " has not quite so voracious an 
appetite as you suppose. He is, on the contrary, a very temperate 
animal, feeding only on fruits and herbage, and he will know very 
well how to provide for his own wants. But even if we should be 
obliged to assist him in getting his food, we will take good care to 
make him earn it." 

While I made thi brief apology on behalf of the ostrich, Rudly 
and Fritz were disputing respecting its ownership. 
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"Rudly pretends," said Fritz, with an air of chagrin, "that the 
ostrich is his; which is not fair, because he did not capture it by 
himself alone." 

"Well then, let us share it," I replied, "for each of us had some
thing t? do with his capture. Frederick shall have the head, be
cause it was his eagle who stunned the animal by striking it with 
his powerful wing. I claim the body, because it was my sling 
which first entangled it. Rudly has a right to the legs, which he 
caught so cleverly in his sling; and to you, Master Fritz, we ad
judge a feather of the tail, for it was there, I think, you touched 
the bird, to induce him to rise from the ground where he was 
crouching." 

This division of the victim set my little boys laughing; each 
abandoned his pretensions, and preferred to make their conquest a 
common glory. 

Ernest had listened to all these discussions with an air of in
different melancholy. 

"Is it my misfortune, then," he said, almost with tears in his 
eyes, "to be invariably absent when you make such magnificent 
discoveries ? " 

"As for that, my boy, you must remember that it was your 
own wish to remain at home instead of accompanying us on our 
expedition. But, my dear son, for this I do not blame you; God 
has endowed each of us with his peculiar tastes and talents, from 

- which he must derive what advantages he can. Thus you have a 
partiality for study and a sedentary life, while your brothers are 
more inclined to an active career and those pursuits which de
mand the exercise of physical strength. Let each distinguish 
himself in his own line. And you, moreover, have your days of 
triumph, when you conduct us to the discovery of some new 
treasure which we owe to your knowledge, and not to accident. 
If ever an European vessel visits this coast, you will be our inter
preter, and with you will the captain communicate." 

These words poured balm into the wound which the noisy joy 
of his brothers had made in poor Ernest's heart, and he was con
soled by the reflection that in his own special pursuits he might 
be useful to us. 
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It wa now too late to think of setting out for our permaneut 

residence that day. I fastened up the ostrich betw en two young 

tree , and devoted the remainder of the evening to preparations for 

our departure, which I fixed for the next morning. We hau a 

host of \ialuable things to collect, for we wished to lose nothing 

and to leave nothing behind us. 

On the following day we started early. The ostrich hall taken 

his place between the bull and buffalo, being readily guicle<l by the 

straps attached to his body. He was far from adding to the grace 

or beauty of our cavalcade, for he incessantly darted to right and 

left, as if to break the bonds that bound him; but his two acolytes 

were like two immovable ma es, against which all his efforts 

proved in vain. Frederick mounted the foal, which we had 

named Rapicl, and I the onager; Ernest directed the cart, to which 

we had harnessed the cow. As for my wife, she was seated majes

tically in the midst of our stores. 

Our march was slow, as the reader ·will easily conjecture, but it 

harl a certain picturesque a pect which pleased us greatly. It was 

a veritable caravan. 

'\Ve halted at the entrance of the defile where my sons had sus

pended the ostrich-plumes to scare the antelopes, and replaced the 

rope stretched across it by a firm and lofty palisade of bamboos, 

which would in ure us again t the invasion of all non-climbing 

animals. During its erection we ma<le another discovery; that of 

the vanilla, a climbing plant with long narrow leaves, which 

I recognized by its brown pods as well as by its balsamic 

odour: it flexible stem are enriched with white flowers of six 

petals. 
To render our barrier as olid a.., po, sible, we interlaced some 

bunJles of thorn on both sides, which made it almost impreg

nable. We al o pread before it a layer of fine sand, that we 

might detect, from the impre sion left in it, the nature of any 

animal which cro ' ed, or attempted to cro it. The e tasks occu

pied u for many hour , and we did not arrive at the Hermitage 

until night. We found the curing-hut ju t a we had left it, and 

the provi ion of peccary meat untouched. We kindled our watch

fire , and, after a frugal repa. t, ·tretche<l om"'elve on our bags ol 
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cotton, where we enjoyed until day the sweet sleep so needed OJ 
our weary frames. 

In the mornmg, we discovered an increase of wealth unsus

VANILLA ( Vanilla aromatica ). 

pected on the previous evening. 

'rim roosting-perches in our poul

try-yard were occupied by a score 

of young moor-fowl, sprung from 

the eggs formerly collected by 

Rudly, and hatched by our do

mestic hens. The discovery so 

delighted my wife, that nothing 

would satisfy her but to carry off 
a few couples. 

We resumed our route, and so 

keen was our desire to see once 

again our beloved Rock-House, to 

re-enter the little domain where 

everything seemed to breathe of 

peace and prosperity, that we de

termined to make no further halts 

on the road. It was not until 

noon, however, that we reached 

the desired goal. We were com

pletely prostrate with fatigue; 

our long journey under a burning 

sun, and through a white blind

ing sand, had overwhelmed us. 

Accordingly, we could undertake no kind of work until evening; 

it was ··with difficulty we mustered energy enough to pay those 

attentions to the animals they stood in need of. 

The day after our arrival at Rock-House my wife began her 

domestic labours by throwing open the windows, dusting, cleaning, 

and putting everything in order, displaying, with her two cadets, 

a truly marvellous activity. Meantime I took the two eldeRt with 

me to assist in unpacking and arranging the riches we had brought 
home with us. 

The ostrich had been posted under the trees, with his foot 
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securely fastened to one of them ; but we now provided him with 

a more convenient shelter near our residence, between two of the 

strong bamboo pillars which supported our gallery, and there we 

strongly bound him until he should be completely tamed. 

We afterwards examined our ostrich-eggs, submitting them, like 

tho e we had previously gathered, to the hot-water ordeal. 

Several of them fell heavily to the bottom ; those we wHhdrew 

as utterly hopeless : others stirred on entering the water ; these 

we took care of as preserving a principle of vitality, which ·we 

tru ' ted to develop by the artificial warmth of fire and cotton. I 

arranged for this purpose a kind of stove, in which I maintained a 

uniform temperature at the degree indicated on some thermometers 

as "fowl-heat" (chaleur de poule). 

Our next task was settling our Angora rabbits on Shark Island. 

,v e might have abandoned them to their own devices; but, anxious 

to obtain every possible advantage from them, we constructed a 

burrow, like those which intersect in every direction the warrens of 

Europe ; not so much for their benefit, as to keep them within 

reach whenever we might want them. We took care, before set

ting them free in their subterranean galleries, to comb them, and 

remove all their loose hair ; and at the entrances we fixed some 

immovable snares, to rid the animals that might get entangled in 

them of their superfluous wool, which we designed at a suitable 

opportunity to convert into impervious beavers. 

The two antelopes were also transported to Shark Island. It 

would have pleased us much to have kept these charming creatures 

near u ; but we were apprehensive they might sustain some injury 

from our dog and other animals. It would have been condemn

ing the two timid fawn to a prison wherein they would assuredly 

have peri hed. We preferred to save them by removing them to a 

di tance ; but wi ·bed at th.e ame time to render their exile as 

agreeable as wa within our power. So we constructed in the 

i let a kind of shed for their protection, and to the natural pro

ducts of the soil added tho e provi ion · we knew to oe most 

suitable for them. 
It was a great plea ure to ee the e frail and timid c·reatures 

bounding gracefully among the tall, thick gra es ; and we never 
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wearied of admiring their light movements, their elegant forms, 
their rapid course. The antelope is of a deep brown, in some places 
approaching black. A long streak of white hair stretches from 
the neck along the back and tail ; but it is almost wholly hidden 
by the close dark hair which prevails over the entire extent of the 
spine. Each cheek is marked with two large white spots, and 
numerous small ones are scattered over its haunches . Its legs are 
slender ; its feet extremely small. Its tail, though very short, is 
covered with thick hair, extending to the outer part of its thighs. 
A black moustache garnishes its nose and upper lip . It is the 
daintiest and most graceful creature imaginable. 

The antelope carries on its person a source of wealth, which 
renders it much sought after by the American hunters-namely, 
musk . It is said that they adopt a very cruel method of obtaining 
this fatal treasure. They strike the antelope with heavy sticks, 
until bumps and contusions are formed on its back, where the 
blood accumulates; they tie up these contusions, and so tightly 
that the blood extravasated in that kind of bag or pouch cannot 
flow out of it. When the bags are dry they fall off the animal of 
their own accord, and furnish the scented blood which becomes 
musk, and which Europeans purchase at a high price. 

Of all the turtles we had brought from the desert only two 
remained. These we transported into the Duck's Marsh. We 
had thought at first of admitting them into the kitchen garden, 
where they would have done good service against our insect foes; 
but as my wife feared they would also commit great havoc among 
her salads, we dismissed them to the mud and reeds of the 
swamp. 

Rudly " 'as in trusted to carry them. No sooner haJ. he reached 
the marsh than we heard him calling Frederick, and begging him 
to bring a stick. I supposed the young scapegrace meditated a 
campaign against its peaceful inha bi tan ts, and that he intended to 
massacre a few scores of frogs, so that I was greatly astonished to 
see my two sons return with an enormous eel, which they had 
found in one of the weirs Ernest had raised before our expedition 
into the savannah. The other weirs had also answered their pur
pose ; but fl'0m the large breaches in their centre we perceived 
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they must have been visited by fishes strong enough to break 
through the reeds and rushes of which they were made. · 

A cordial reception was granted to the eel. The manageress 
cut off a portion and cooked it for us immediately; the remainder 
was prepared in the way seamen prepare tunny, and deposited in 
our barn boo casks. 

The vanilla and pepper, as climbing plants, naturally found a 
place around the bamboo pillars supporting a kind of gallery which 
we had erected at the entrance to our grotto, and which formed 
the platform of our pigeonry. I did not value the vanilla for any 
immediate advantage to be obtained from it ; but I thought it 
might prove useful in seasoning certain productions of our climate, 
whose over-cold nature might tend to weaken the stomach . . 

Finally, the casks of fat we had collected, and the cured bears' -
meat and peccary-meat, were deposited in our provision stores; 
the whole now presenting a formidable bulwark, behind which we 
might successfully defy thl3 assault of famine. 

These important labours having been brought to an end, we 
addressed ourselves to those more immediately concerning the 
embellishment of our re:5idence or the luxuries of our daily life. 

The two bears' -skins were plunged into sea-water ; and to pre
vent the tide from carrying them away, and to defend them 
against the encroachments of the crabs, we loaded them with 
heavy stones. 

My wife took charge of the young moorfowl we had brought 
home; being anxious that Master Knips and Rudly's jackal should 
learn to look upon them as members of our family, should respect 
them accordingly, and not attempt upon them any of those experi
ments in animal physiology with which they were too familiar. 

The condor was deposited in the museum ; but we def erred 
until some winter day the task of fitting him for the companion
ship oi the boa. · We likewise placed in reserve, in the museum, 
the talc, asbestos, and porcelain clay which we had discovered ; 
but the last three objects were not intended to figure therein as 
curiosities or as specimens of the mineral kingdom. It ·was my 
design to convert the talc into window-panes, the porcelain into 
all kinds of utensib, and the asbestos into incorubustible wicks for 
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the reflecting lamp which we had suspended from our rocky 
roof. 

Such works as these, however, were conveniently deferred until 
the rainy season, whose tedium they would serve to lighten. 

I also deposited the euphorbium gum in the museum, carefully 
wrapping it up in paper, on which I had written in large letters 
the ominous word poison, to prevent the fatal consequences that 
might result from any rash meddling with a substance so dan
gerous. 

The skins of the rats slain by Ernest infected us with their 
strong odour of musk. I therefore made them into a package; 
and, remembering what I had read of sailors hoisting the assa
f<£tfrla-a peculiarly unplea ant resin-which they were importing 
from Asia, to the masthead, so as to relieve themselves from its 
stench, I placed our rat-skin in the open air, just under the gallery, 
that we might be free from all annoyance. 

These various occupations consumed a couple of days. Rudly, 
always fond of change, was delighted by th eir diverse character; 
Ernest, on the other band, who bad but little inclination for an 
active life, did not relish these constant goings and comings. He 
even said that he should consider himself much happier if dreaming 
at will under the tranquil shade of some noble tree, or closely 
following up some highly interesting lecture, than in transporting 
and putting in order what we were pleased to call our treasures. 
I endeavoured to correct what was false in the reasoning of both 
my sons. I reminded Rudly that life ought not wholly to 
resemble a magic lantern, in ,vhich different objects rapidly and 
incessantly succeed one another ; and that we must learn at times 
to bring a certain amount of constancy and energy to bear upon 
the uniformity of our occupations. As for Erne t, I bade him 
observe that a life of inaction would suffer the noblest faculties of 
the intellect to grow benumbed and dead in a shameful sleep ; and 
that in such a case we could neither be useful to ourselves nor to 
others. 

Meanwhile I meditated upon a project which, by calling into 
requisition all our arms, would not allow the philosopher to be 
more indolent than his brothers. 
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It was my object before the rains came on, to put into proper 

order a large pace of ground for the reception of the eeds we had 

previously entrusted to the soil without order or method. The 

enterpri e was difficult, and we comprehended all the force of the 

Di vine decree, which condemned man to win his bread by the 

sweat of his brow. We called to our assistance the strength and 

goodwill of our beasts of burden; but the sun was so scorching 

that their sufferings under the yoke compelled our pity. We were 

only able to ·work four hours daily; two in the morning, and two 

in the evening. Nevertheless, in spite of every difficulty, we 

contrived to till in tolerable fashion a couple of acres, which would 

furni h us with an ample supply of maize, cassava, and potatoes. 

But to what groans, what complaints, I was forced to listen 

during the progress of our heavy task I Self-love, that natural 

timulus of human idleness, came, however, to the succour and 

encouragement of my sons, and Ernest himself put on a tolerably 

good countenance until his labours were completed. 

'' Ha, ha!" cried Rudly, "how good this bread will be! with 

whn.t zest "e shall devour it! We shall have fairly earned it." 

I pretended not to understand; I redoubled my energy and 

ardour; and my example produced a greater effect on my young 

family than all the dissertations I might have delivered on con

stancy and the value of perseverance. 

We occupied the intervals of our painful toil by beginning the 

education of our o trich. This ,vas no less difficult than novel an 

enterpri . e; but I had omewhere read that it was po sible, by dint 

of o-reat patience, to overcome the savage character of this remark

able bird, and we re olved to attempt it. 

Onr pupil made his debut by plunging into a paroxysm of rage, 

lamping his feet, and aiming blows at u with his head and bill : 

but we found it an wcr well in return to treat him like Frederick' 

eagle-namely. to tupify him with tobacco, who e narcotic fumee 

exerci . ed such an influence on his focultie that ere long we aw 

the grand and majestic bird balance him, elf with difficulty, totter 

on his long legs, ancl finally fall prone on the earth without strength 

or movement. We hail frequent recour e to this di cipline; then, 

by degrees, we lengthened the ords which fastened his feet to the 
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oamboos, and soon allowed him sufficient latitude to lie clown when 
he pleased, to rise at his leisure, and to move round and round the 
posts. We provided also for his comfort; making up a good litter 
of dry reeds, and placing daily before him some vessel11 tilled with 
sweet nuts, rice, maize, and guavas ; in a word, we took care to 
supply him with everything we thought likely to pleai:;e his 
appetite. 

For the first three days all our cares met with the most ungra
cious response, and the choice viands put before him were regarded 
with the greatest contempt. Our handsome prisoner would not 
eat, and clung so obstinately to his determination that we began to 
feel alarmed for the consequences . Fortunately, my wife conceived 
the idea of a stratagem which extricated us from our embarrass
ment; this was to force into the animal's beak some small balls of 
maize and butter. At first the ostrich grimaced most abominably; 
but when she tasted the "forced meat balls" she was thus cbm 
pelled to swallow, she formed so favourable an opinion of our cook
ing, that we had thenceforth no difficulty in making her eat; she 
emptied the bowls of rice and maize with a very satisfactory relish. 
The guavas especially met with her approbation. This first step 
in advance pleased us mightily, and we accepted it as a good omen 
of the success of our educational system. 

And, in fact, her natural savagery disappeared daily. She per
mitted us to approach without saluting us by a volley of blows, 
and after awhile we thought we could venture to release her from 
her post, and attempt a gentle promenade in the neighbourhood. 
We placed her anew between the buffalo and bull, and put her 
through all the various exercises of the manege; teaching her to 
trot, to gallop, to stop suddenly, to trot again, to move at a regular 
pace-and the like. I will not say that the poor bird received her 
first lesson with all the grace in the world ; but the whip and the 
pipe, particularly the pipe, proved of great assistance to us in our 
capacity of ostrich-breakers. A puff of tobacco smoke, well-directed, 
effectually quelled the outbreaks of independence and the fits of 
obstinacy in which our savage pupil occasionally inclulged. 

By the end of the month, the training was complete. So suc
cessful lrn.<l it proverl that T began seriously to think of i:;ome means 
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of deriving a more useful and more direct advantage from our novel 

conquest. It was my de ire to associate her with our domestic 

animals, to subject her like them to regular movement , to make 

her halt or march according to our need. The first thing to find 

wa a bit; but how invent a bit for a bird's beak? I had never 

i:;een uch an article, and I confess my imagination left me plunget1 

for some considerable time in an ec tasy of embarrassment. At 

length I hit upon a plan. 

I had remarked that the absence of light exercised a direct 

action upou the ostrich ; that it suddenly stopped short in the 

darkness, and only consented to move on again when its sight was 

restored. This discovery suggested to me an entirely new kind of 

bridle. With a piece of sealskin I made a sort of hood, in imita

tion of the one we used for our eagle. It completely covered her 

head, and came close down upon her neck. On each side I made 

an opening for an· eyehole, placing before each a small tortoise-shell, 

which, by means of a spring of whalebone, skilfully adapted, ·was 

made to open and shut. Some cords in connection with these 

springs and tortoise-shells enabled us to shroud our steed in dark

ness, or restore her to daylight, at our plea ure. 

When the two shells were open, the ostrich galloped straight 

ahead ; if we closed one, she turned aside, going in the direction of 

the eye ,,;-hich was still open to the light; if, on the contrary, we 

allowed both eyelids to drop, be " pulled up " suddenly. The 

best trained horse could not obey its driver with more precision 

than did our ostrich under her hood. 

We were much encouraged by this succes , and a' human vanity 

counts for something in all our actions, we must needs decorate the 

hood with all the ornament we had at our dispo al. Consequently, 

we crowned it ·with two snow-white feathers, the remains of the 

tail of our fir t ostifoh, and embellished it all about with gay bits 

of ribbon; so that our cour er had really a Y ry handsome appear

ance wh n, running at full speed, her head et in motion the plumes 

and treamers that decked it. 

Iy children would ·with thi have been perfectly contented; but 

for me I wanted omething more than the fruitle s amusement to 

be derived from the equiprnent of our hand. ome captive. The 
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ostrich is a strong robust animal, capable of enduring prolongeu 

faiigue. l\Iy object was to make ours serve alternately to carry 

bmdern; and to draw them; it was vigorous enough for Loth these 

duties ; and also to be useful as a steed. I set to work, accordingly, 

on the preparation of different kinds of harness. I need say no

thing about the contrivances which did duty in the rougher work; 

but the saddle and girth, and other necessaries for equestriani, m, 
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formed a ma terpiece of ingenuity! And so thoroughly <lid I 

understand my system of straps and bridles, that I have nut the 

slightest doubt that, in Caffraria, the land of ostriches, I coulcl 

easily have obtained a patent for the invention, and the pompous 

title of" Saddler to his Maiesty."* 
a • 

But however great the merit of my invention, it waR not very 

readily appreciated by the ostrich. It was with esprcial difficulty 

I prevailed upon her to undertake the role of post-horse; she 

found exceedingly little satisfaction in that mode of exercise. But 

I knew that in the matter of education patience and perseverance 

are the two first elements of success. I would not suffer myself to 

he discouraged; and after numerous more or less troublesome 

experiments, we had the satisfaction of seeing our new comser sub

mit with tolerable grace to her saddle, and gallop between Tent

Town and Falcon's Nest to the general satisfaction. She accom

pli hed the distance in a third of the time that our swiftest horses 

would have occupied. 
After the animal's education was finished, the question of owner

ship arose with all its difficulties. Rudly had abated none of his 

pretensions : Fritz and his brothers, on their part, were not the 

lea t disposed to abandon their right; so that I found myself com

pelled to interpose my paternal authority and terminate their con

tention. Rudly was lighter and nimbler than his elder brothers; 

on the other hand, he was stronger than Fritz, who might, how

ever, have contended with him for the prize of superior agility. 

The. e two con ideration seemed to me to militate considerably in 

his favour, and I adjudged to him po session of the animal; but 

on one condition, that everybody hould have a right to her, and 

that she hould contribute rather to the general good than to the 

ole amu ement of her new proprietor. 

Ma. ter Ru<lly was overjoyed at thi . decision, notwitli tancling 

the restriction. which cloo-ged it ; the others ubmitted while 

endeavouring to compen. ate them elve for the cli appointment by 

launching a few innocent area ms at the fortunate owner, which 

in no wi. e di compo ed him. Delighted with hi· triumph, be 
• At the time this book was written, the Cape of Good Hope belonged to the Dutch 

government. It did 11ot become a British possession ltntil 1 00, when it was captured by 
ir Home Popham. 
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shook aside the pleasantries with which he was overwhelmed, just 
as a traveller :flings off the :flakes of snow that have gathered upon 
l1is cloak; and replied to them by spurring on his steed, and mak
ing her manamvre skilfully in the eyes of his jokers. 

Meanwhile, the artificial incubation of the ostrich's eggs, which 
we had wrapped up in cotton and submitted to the heat of a stove, 
had almost succeeded; that is to say, out of six eggs we had 
hatched three. The pullets they brought forth were the drollest 
creatures imaginable ; they resembled geese mounted upon stilts, 
and tottered forward in the most awkward fashion. The life 
which they enjoyed did not seem complete. One of the three died 
soon after emerging from its shell; the two others survived, and 
we applied ourselves to supply, by all kinds of attentions and fore
thought, those maternal cares which animals need as much as men, 
and which our pullets could not obtain. Maize, sweet nuts, boiled 
rice, milk, cassava-we supplied them profusely with all the riches 
and dainties at our dis:;_:)Osal. 

The ostrich remained for nearly two months the object of our 
principal attention ; but no sooner were the difficulties of educa
tion conquered, and she had taken first rank among our domestic 
animals, than she met with the fate of all those things which have 
no longer the cI1arm of novelty; our admiration disappeared, and 
habit insensibly deprived her of the prestige with ~ hich she had 
at first been surrounded. We returned to our usual occupations) 
and began to execute a vast variety and amount of work, all of less 
importance than the laborious and difficult training we had just 
completed; but all calculated to promote our ease and comfort in 
our future existence at the grotto of Tent-Town. 

We commencecl by giving our bears' skins the preparation they 
stood in need of. I removed with the greatest care any particles 
of flesh still adhering to them; I rubbed them at intervals witl1 
vinegar and a mixture of ashes and grease; and by constantly 
working and kneading them, contrived to secure the requisite de
gree of suppleness. And as they were free from all disagreeable 
odour, they made two of the warmest coverings any one coul<l 

desire . 
For our drinking supplies we had hitherto bad only the pure 
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watcT of the brooks, some bowls of palm wine, and the barrel of 

Cape wine which we had saved from the shipwreck. But this 

wine could not last for ever, and the resource of the palm was very 

precarious. Accordingly, I resolved to supply these deficiencies 

by the preparation of an artificial drink. I had frequently heard 

of the hydromel of the Russians; we possessed its foundation in 

the honey furnished by our bee-hives, and I therefore did not hesi

tate to attempt its composition. We 

boiled a large quantity of honey in 

sufficient water, and having poured 

the liquid into two ca ks, I threw 

into each a cake of sour rye bread, 

to induce fermentation. We thus 

obtained an agreeable and slightly 

acidulated drink, which in winter 

could not but prove a resource of the 
highest importance. The two casks BEE (Apis !t:feUifera). 

first prepared we placed in the cave, or, more correctly speaking, 

in the hollow which we dignified with that name. 

V\T e afterwards made a still choicer 

drink, by adding ome muscado nuts, 

leave of raven ara, and a sprink

ling of aromatic plants, to the hyclro

mel. This liquid, of more generous 

quality than our former beverage, 

wa re erved for extraordinary oc

ca. ion -banquet , the celebration 

of anniver aries, and the like. 

A little di ens ion arose upon 

the proper name for this home

made nectar : some would. have 
chri tened it Cape wine; others pre- llu:- mVE. 

!'erred the name of Iadeira. Our philo. opher terminated the diffi

~ulty by ugge ting that of Muscaclo wine, which was, indeed, the 

mo t appropriate appellation, ince the principal ingredient to 

which it owed it virtue were the muscadoes brought back to us 

by our pigeons from their di tant excur ion •. 
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After hyt1romel came vinegar, which "·e felt to be an indis
pensable necessity, requiring it not only for our cuisine, but for a 
variety of other circumstances . My "rife received this new product 
of our industry with marked approbation . 

When we had nearly completed our ingathering of provisions, 
and found ourselves so well stocked that there was no fear of our 
being surprised by famine before the winter had expired, we were 
able to address ourselves to objects of lesser importance. ·w hile 
still waiting for the first rains, we began the manufacture of some 
hats . This was a task as troublesome as it was novel, and un
doubtedly we did not display in it the skill and subtlety of the 
artists who work for the " dandies" of Lonclon and Paris; but we 
were able to console our self-love with the reflection that we had, 
at all events, succeeded in the object we had proposecl to our
selves. 

The first question which presented itself was the form we ought 
to give to our hats . 

Each person pronounced his opinion; but Necessity, ·which we Jrnd 
not invited to our council, intruded itself upon us, and compelled us 
to adopt for our chefs-d'ceuvre the outline best adapted for our means 
and appliances. It required to be excessively simple. I carved as 
best I could a wooden head, which could be divided into two por
tions, and over it we laid a thick layer of soft and supple paste, 
composed of rats' hair and isinglass. This, when dry, furnished 
us with a tolerably accurate mould, and provided us with a kind of 
skull-cap, of which my readers can easily form an idea. 

After all our exertions, the work we turned out was ungraceful 
enough in appearance. My sons were no more satisfied with it 
than I was; but the dilapidated condition to which our Euro
pean coiffures had been reduced, the necessity of obtaining some 
defence agaim;t the solar rays which struck right upon our 
heads, compelled us to rest contented with the head-gear we had 
devised . 

" I s it a bonnet or a hat? or is it a skull-cap?" asked Master 
Ernest, laughing. Truly, this was a fine question to submit to the 
Academy of Tent-Town at its first sittings. 

" Hat, bonnet, or night-cap,'' replied Frederick, "I beg leave to 
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a:k if the nonde cript will always retain its pre ent ugly shade. 
I Yote," he added, "for dyeing it of some colour which will infalli
bly conceal it." 

" Good," rejoined Ernest. "And for my part I vote we dye 
them red. which is the true poetic colour." 

" And that of cardinals and learned doctors," said Ruclly imme
diately. " Let us tint the skull-cap reel, and it will make a 
splernlicl cardinal's cap for Ir. Professor Ernest. Gifted as he is 
with scientific lore, be cannot halt in his forward course, and 
I believe he may become cardinal or pope, aml aim at all the 
bonnets." 

Our reckless young gentleman's sally made us all laugh. Fritz, 
however, declared a preference for gray, an<l Rudly for green, as 
being the hunter's favourite colour; while Frederick, like a skilful 
pby ician, voted for white, because he recollected that this colour 
was le absorbent of light than any other; whence he concluded 
that it was most appropriate for a head-covering, whose first re
commendation ought to be coolness. 

" Capital, capital!" I exclaimed; "your opinions afford me 
great pleasme; I am only orry that I cannot pay that attention 
to them I could have wished. Frederick has given a proof of his 
talent by voting for white; Rmlly, by a king for a hunter's cap, 
ha thought more of ornament than of usefulne s. As for Ernest, 
I do not for one moment su pect him of dreaming of a cardinal's 
hat, becau e he voted for red. But, however this may be, red is 
the colour we mu t need adopt, not exactly on account of it 
doctorial and poetical character, but becau c it is almo t the only 
one we have at our dispo al." 

nd o I had recour ·e to cochineal, and wa fortunate enough 
to communicate to om felt a beautiful and bril
liant purple tint. Our succe. a dyer, cam;e(l 
our failure as hat-manufacturer· to be forgotten. 
'J he new head-gear recovered it· credit, espe- LARVA oF coomNEAL. 

cially when decorated with a couple of ostrich 
feather . Our good nrn.nagerc · wound a , trip 
of galloon about it, ,Yhich he had di covered 
among the trea ure of her enchanted bag; and coc-aINE.AL INsEc:T 
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the disdain with which the poor felt had been at first regarded 

was so largely modified, that everybody willingly presented his 

head to receive its new protection. 

But its destination had been settled beforehand; it rightfully 

belonged to little Fritz, whom an unforeseen incident had deprived 

of his old hat a few days previously. 

Fritz was a handsome lad, with a sweet and amiable coun

tenance ; the new cap became him wonJ.erfully; his glossy light 

hair escaping from it in clustering curls, his child-like face, his 

blue eyes, and innocent expression, seemed to give him the air 

of the son of William Tell, as he is represented in our national 

chronicles at the moment his father put him to the terrible proof. 

r.rhis reminiscence of father-land made the fortune of the new hat. 

Switzerland l William Tell! These names brought with them 

such a crowd of associations, they recalled so many thoughts at once 

pleasing and melancholy, that we could not command our tears. 

For a moment we fancied ourselves restored to the shores of 

our lakes and the foot of our mountains. We discoursed of our 

dear country for hours. Ernest related the legend of the hero of 

Switzerland; my wife repeated some of our mountain songs. Inrn.

gination, that wonderful fairy l revived before our gaze our cha

lets, our pines, and our precipices; we forgot for a while the dreary 

fact that between Switzerland and ourselves stretched upwards of 

three thousand leagues of sea; and thus we spent one of the happiest 

evenings we had enjoyed since our shipwreck. 

I had made but a single hat; yet I had four sons. The reader 

will therefore understand that each of them wished to see him

self bonnet~d like the youngest. But I was in want of material, 

and I ordered my boys to collect as great a quantity as possible of 

rat's hair, preparatory to attempting a hat man1.1facture. I began 

by constructing some snares of the kind used in Europe for 

catching martins and similar animals; they were composed of 

two strips of iron, so arranged that, at the slightest movement, 

they acted like a spring, fell back upon themselves, and caught 

as in a vice the gluttonous creature imprudently beguiled by its 

appetite to seize the bait with which these snares were furnished. 

'l'hus provided, my sons and I commencocl the campaign. Instead 
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of a piece of lard, the bait usually 

employed in Europe, we conceived 

the iJ.oa of making use of a little 

fish with which the marshes liter

ally teemed, and to which the rats 

appeared exceedingly partial. The 

opening of the campaign was lively 

enough; the spoils were abundant; 

and "'e returned to our grotto 

with an ample store of rat skins. 

We had also an excellent oppor

tunity of examining the habits 

and manners, a well as the struc

tures, of the industrious animals 

against whic.:h we carried on hos

tilities, and these proved to us a 

subject of interesting study. 

The omlatarn is about the size 

of a mall rabbit, but its squat 

short head resembles that of a 

"ater-rat. It has great eyes, round 

short ear covered with hair both 1 

in ·iJ.e and out; its fur is soft, 

shining, anJ. of a reddish-brown; 

its tail, flattened at the sides, is 

dothed in scales. In the general 

form of their body, and in many 

of their custom , the::;e animals 

are very like the beavers. 'rliey 

build up their habitations of dry 
plants, and particularly of reed , -i. Swrns ScENE- PINEs. 

465 

cementing them together with mud, and arching over them a kind 

of dome. At the bottom of these abodes they construct numerow, 

tunnels, through which they make their way in quest of food, for 

they lay up no winter provision. They also excavate variou sub

terrene a ylums, whither they retire at the approach of danger. 

As the e habitation are only intended to last the winter, tliey 
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are rebuilt every year; the ondataras commencing their work in 
time to avail themselves of it before the frost begins. Several 
families occupy the same house, which, in northern latitudes, is 
frequently covered eight to ten feet deep with snow or ice. You may 
fancy, therefore, that until the return of spring they lead a very 
dull and melancholy life. In the summer they wander about in 
couples, feeding voraciously upon herbs and roots; they then grow 
exceedingly fat, and acquire that strong odour of musk which has 
procured them the name of musk-rats. 

B etween the musk-rat and the beaver exist, as I have sairl, 
many points of similarity; their pyramidal buts so closely re
semble those which are found in the neighbourhood of the Canadian 
lakes, that my sons and myself were naturally led to discourse 
about the beaver. We recalled all we had read concerning that 
industrious animal, and, during our peaceful attempts at bat-manu
facturing, it received all the honours of our admiration and eulogy. 

And, in truth, there are few creatures in the animal world which 
approximate to man so nearly; there are few which feel more keenly 
the need of social fellowship, or in which instinct produces results 
more justly deserving of being compared ,vith the marvels of 
human industr.v. 

The beaver is generally from three to four feet in length ; and 
l1is whole body, with the excep
tion of his tail, is clothed in a 
thick fine fur, an inch long, which 
admirably preserves the animal's 
natural warmth. His bead is 

,<~1lt_.~ .~ 1 

l . ~ 
i'- nearly square in shape; bis ears 
-~~~ are round and very short ; be 

bas little eyes; and his mouth is 
,"' ~ armed in front with four strong 
~ 

-~~ ~~ 

IlEAVJiat (Castor P'•i/Jer ). 

and sharp incisor teetb, two in 
either jaw. These are the in
struments he employs in sawing, 

felling, and dragging trees. His fore-feet serve as bands, and he 
uses them with an addre::;s equal, at least, to that of the squirrel. 
The fingers are well separate<l, well divided, and armed with long 
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pointed nail , while those of the hind-paws am connected by a 

strong membrane; they act as fins, and can be expanded, like those 

of the duck. The fore-paws being shorter than the hind, the beaver 

always walks with his head down and his back arched . His 

en ·es, especially that of smell, are Yery keen; he cannot endure 

uncleanness or unpleasant odours; his tail is very remarkable, and 

singularly well adapted for the use he makes of it-it is long, 

somewhat flat, covered with scales, garnished with mu cles, antl 

continuously anointed with oil and fat, which prevent it from ab

sorbing humidity. 
The beavers are, perhap , the only extant example, like an 

ancient monument, of that intelligence of the brute creation which, 

though infinitely inferior from the first to the intellect of man, 

uppo es mutual projects and relative views; project which, having 

for their basis the ocial welfare, and for their objects the construc

tion of a dike, the building of a city, the foundation of a republic, 

uppose al o ome means of understanding one another aud of act-

ing in concert. 
An individual, con idered by himself and as he leaves the hands 

of nature, is but a sterile being, whose industry is limited to the 

simple u age of hi sen es. 

Ian himself, in a condition of pure barbari m, deprived of the light 

and c.rf all the aid of society, produces nothing, achieves nothing. 

'The beaver, ingle and isolated, far from displaying any marked 

uperiority over other animal·, appear , on the contrary, inferior to 

many of them in purely individual qualities; his genius and his 

talent become conspicuous only when he is a member of a com

munity. Moreover, these animal only care to build, or, at least, 

are never met with except in desert countries, in regions which are 

but cantily inhabited by avage , and where they are not disturbed 

by the close proximity of man. 

There are beaver in Languedoc and in some of the islands of 

the Rhone. They are found in greater num hers in the northern 

province of Europe; but a all the e countries are inhabited by 

man, the beaver there, like other animaL are disper ed, solitary, 

fuo-itive, or concealed in ubterranean retreat . 

The beaver i," an animal of con iderable mildne ' , peaceablene' , 
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and familiarity; a little sad, not to say plaintive; without passion, 
violence, or vehement appetites; refraining from active movement; 
indulging in no vigorous exertion, yet seriously occupied with the 
de ire of liberty, and gnawing from time to time the gates of his 
prison, though without fury; for the rest, he sho"vvs a great indif
ference to all attempts to cajole him, does not willingly attach 
himself to his keeper, and if he does not seek to injure never cares 
to please. 

He seems inferior to the dog in those relative qualities which 
might bring him. near to man; seems made neither to serve, to 
command, nor even to mingle with any other species than his own. 
His instinct, shut up in itself, is only displayed in all its subtlety 
when he lives and labours with his kind. Alone, he shows very 
little personal· industry ; he cannot everi defend himself very suc
cessfully, though, when attacked, he bites cruelly. 

It is in June and July that the beavers begin to reassemble on 
social labours bent; from all quarters they flock towards the banks 
of stream or lake, and soon collect in a body two or three hundred 
strong. If the waters always remain at the same level, as is the 
case with those of lakes, they build no dike; but if they are run
ning waters, subject to increase or diminution, they construct a 
dam so as to keep them at the same uniform height. This dam or 
causeway is frequently 80 to 100 feet in length, by 10 or 12 feet 
in thickness at the base. 

To throw up their great engineering work they select that part 
of the river which is tolerably shallow; and if on the bank they 
find a great tree projecting over the water, they begin by felling it 
as the foundation of their construction. For this purpose they 
seat themselves all around it, and incessantly gnaw away at the 
bark and timber, to whose taste they are very partial, preferring 
the fresh bark and tender wood to all ordinary aliment. They 
nibble also at the foot of the tree, and with no other implements 
than their teeth, in an incredibly short time cut through it, so that 
it falls right across the stream. 

As soon as this tree, which is frequently as big and round as a 
man, is in its place, some of the beavers undertake to strip and prune 
its branches, so as to make it everywhere smooth and regular. 
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Other , meanwhile, traverse the river bank, cut piece of timber of 

different size , sawing and placing them to serve for piles, and 
carry them in their teeth to the place where they are wanted. 

Here they plant them firmly in the ground, and wattling a 

quantity of branches between and about them, soon build up a 

stout and impenetrable fence . To prevent the water from fl.owing 

through the interstices they fill them up with clay, which they 

knead and flatten with their fore-feet, and afterwards beat with 

their tails, which serves as a trowel. The position of the causeway 

i worthy of notice: the piles, which are all of the same height, are 

planted vertically above the point of descent of the water; but the 

whole work, on the contrary, i sloped on the side which has to 

ustain the rush, so that while the causeway will measure twelve 

feet in ·width at its base, it is not more than two or three feet 

thick at it summit. Thus, it not only possesses the requisite 

solidity, but also the most suitable form for retaining the water, 

preventing it from effecting its escape, encluring its pressure, and 

breaking the yjolence of its efforts. 
When the beavers have toiled all in a body to construct this 

great public work, who e peculiar object is to maintain the waters 

alway at the same level, they labour in companies at the erection 

of their private dwelling-places-these are cabin6, huts, or, rather, 

little hou e built in the water on platforms of pile·, close to the 

eclge of their pond, with two opening , one for egress towards the 

land and the other towards the water. The form of these edifices 

is nearly always oval or round; they are from four to five and 

even ten feet in diameter; while some are two or three stories 

high. 1'he wall are two feet thick, and the edifice is crowned 

with a dome- haped roof. It is wholly impenetrable to rains, and 

succc · ·fully defie the most impetuous wind . The variou materials 

employed in it con truction are wood, tone, and sandy soil; the 

partitions are encru ted with a kind of tucco, applied by the aid 

of their tail , and with such neatne s and consistency that you 

might take it for the work of a ·kilful ma on. Each cabin con

tains a tore-room, filled with a upply of bark and soft wood for 

winter provender. The inhabitant· of each hut enjoy all thing 

in common, and never pillage their neighbour ·. The . malle t 
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edifices are tenanted by two to six beavers, and the largest by as 

many a,s eighteen or twenty, nearly always in equal proportion of 

males and females. Communities formed of twenty to twenty-five 

cabins have been met with by travellers . 

A COLONY OF BEA VERB. 

But however numerous the republic, its tranquillity is never dis

turbed. Friends among themselves, says Buffon, if they have 

their enemies without, they are sagacious enough to avoid them ; 

they give each other warning by beating with their tails upon the 

water, and the sound echoes afar through the dome of every habi

tation. Each individual immediately takes his decision, either to 

plunge into the lake or conceal himself in his burrow. 

The duration of life of these animals cannot be very protracted, 

and probably does not exceed fifteen to twenty years. However 

this may be, each couple, in its little fortress, lives in unbroken 

concord. They never forsake one another. If they go abroad, it 

is to seek for fresh bark. 

t 
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Reaver-hunting generally takes place in the winter, because it 

is only in this . eason the fur is perfectly good. They are either 

shot, or caught in snares baited with fresh soft wood, or assailed 

in their cabins during the prevalence of the ice. They take to 

flight beneath the water, and as they cannot remain there long, 

they come up to breathe at openings made in the ice, and are 

then killed with blows from an axe. The hunters sometimes fill 

up the openings with hair that they may not be seen by the beaver, , 

and then seize them adroitly by the hind-paw. 

If the hunters, by thu destroying the beaver-huts, capture a very 

great number, the republic is too weakened to re-establish itself 

again. Those who have e caped death or captivity disperse abroad; 

their genius, cru. heel by terror, expands no more; they hide them

selves and their talents in a burrow, occupy themselves only with 

the most pressing wants, exerci ' C but their individual facultie , 

and lose, without hope of recovery, the social qualities for which 

man admires them. 
The trade in beaver-skins wa formerly an important item in 

the resources of Canada. The Red Indians still attire them

selves in beaver-skins, and wear them in winter, with the hair in

ward . These are the skins which, absorbing the sweat of the 

savage., are called fat castor. The hatters mix the hair with that 

of other kin which have undergone no such preparation-the 

dry castor-so as to give the latter more body and suppleness. 

. the reader has een, our dissertations on the beaver were 

prolonged to a con iderable extent; but, be ides the well-deserved 

admiration attaching to the labo1ious and ingenious animal, the 

subject was one of a very suitable character for a hat-manufactory. 

"\Ve had n•sumed our attempts: to , have the skins, to full or 

clean e the hair to c01wert it with a certain quantity of i inglass 

into a supple and solid tissue, to tretch it over the wooden block , 

to fa. hion it into caps1 then little by little to add the rims, and 

gradually to shape them into a proper pherical form, was, for 

upward of ten days, the occupation of the whole family. 

The cochineal, which we had no rea on for economizing, fur

ni . hed u abundantly with a beautiful and brilliant red tint, and 

gave our head-gear a ufficiently strange appearance. A pectator, 
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seeing us march gravely along the shore, as was our custom on tbe 

conclusion of our daily labours, would certainly have taken us for 

four dignitaries of the Court of Rome. We had left to Fritz the 

exclusive privilege of the plume, which the borders we had con

trived to give our caps had advantageously replaced. 

Our success in the bat-manufacture encouraged us to attempt 

other experiments : we were absolutely deficient in solid utensils 

and in those which my wife required for kitchen uses. We there

fore passed from the hatter's art to that of the potter. 

I knew a little of pottery, but what most embarntRsed me was 

the mode of preparing the earth before using it. We bad recourse, 

however, to the systeni of tests and experiments wl1ich had always 

served us so well, and n.t the outset established our workshop in a 

corner of the grotto. 
I built up a kiln with compartments excavated in the interior, 

intended to receive the different utensils which I projected, and 

which would require to be baked. I likewise contrived a labyrinth 

of earthen tubes destined to conduct the heat and secure an uni· 

form amount of solidity in all the objects of my fabricn.tion. These 

preliminaries occupied a considerable time, for I had to rely rather 

upon my invention than my memory. 
When they were completed, I began to make ready the material. 

I caused my sons to collect a certain quantity of porcelain earth ; 

it was a kind of very white and very fine sand which we bad 

found, as already related, near the rocks, in our expedition to the 

Savannah. I commissioned my sons to cleanse this earth of all 

foreign admixture; a precaution which appeared to me indispens• 

able, lest, in kneading, I might tear my hands with any fragments 

of flint mingled with it. 
I afterwards mixed a certain quantity of talc which we hacl 

found under the bed of asbestos or amianthus; this substance, I 
fancied, would render the paste firmer and more solid. Having 

worked it thoroughly, I allowed it to dry a little before making 

use of it, and while I finished the measure or mould on which the 

potter spreads his clay. 
The wheel of a gun-carriage, placed horizontally on a pivot, 

and surmounted by another wheel or round table, which, united to 
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the one below by an axis, rotated with it, served my purposes 

admirably : after a few essays, I succeeded in turning several 

utensils upon this machine, such as dishes, plates, and a few pans; 

I made also some bowls, and cups, and saucers. 

These articlrs I exposed to a glowing fire; many broke into 

pieces, but I saved fully a half of my handiwork; and these were 

all of the finest grain and the most perfect transparency. My 

wife's joy at these additions to her cuisine was indescribable; and, 

as a reward, she promised us a variety of dainty dishes, whose 

preparation she had hitherto been unable to attempt for want of 

suitable vessels. 

Having satisfied our most pressing needs, we allowed ourselvC's 

to think of luxuries; and our 

porcelain cups, despite of their 

transparency, appeared to us 

much too naked. Rudly would 

fain have seen some of those 

delightful floral ornaments 

which embellish the ware of 

Dresden, or Chelsea, or Wedge

woocl, and refresh the eye with 

their cunning combinations of 

vi,·icl and variegated colour . _,...-:::.__ 

But painting upon porcelain _ ~ 

wa.· an art of luxury demanJ- - = 

ing an amount of special acquirement in which we utterly failecl 

We were constrained to renounce all idea of adorning our pottery 

with flo"·ers; but I supplied their ,rnnt, to the best of my ability, 

by the following device. 

\Ve had :wed from the wreck several chests full of collars and 

bracelets in glass beads intende(l for barter with the savages of 

America; I crushed them with a hammer, and when they were 

reduced to powder, mixed them with my porcelain pa. te; the 

mixture gave my ware a fine effect of different shades, while row 

of p arls embedded in the paste while it was still soft, added to it 

a urpri ing beauty. ext to the uten. il wrouO'ht upon the 

wheel, came those which are best made by moulding. I rnanu-
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factured all kinds of wooden moulds, which we afterwards Rplit 

in two, and by this means we fashioned some vases, not to be com

pared, undoubtedly, with the products of China or Sevres, but 

not without a certain degree of merit. We had cups, and fruit

dishes, and saucers, enriched all over with flutings and various 

ornaments. My wife and sons proudly displayed them on the 

planks which supplied the place of a buffet in our kitchen. For 

my own part, I was contented with seeing my sons centre all their 

glory in proving adequate to their own wants, and in counting as 

a great victory every advantage gained over necessity by their 

perseverance. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Screened by deep boughs on either hand. 
MATTJTEW ARNOLD. 

. E 
.-, WHILE the wet season rapidly dr ew 

~ ' ~,~:.:_";':_""· near, and we were 50011 compelled to 

give up our daily excursions . 

The rains and winds recommenced as 

in previous years; the sky which had so 

long been bright and cloudles , was 

covered with den e black clouds, and 

terrific storms heralded the approach of 

winter. We closed the entrance to om 

grotto, and began the regular work which we had set apart for 

this sea on of the year. 

The potter's wheel wa almo. t constantly in motion. We at

tained to still greater perfection in the fabrication of our porcelain, 

and undertook the manufacture of various utensils which, by 

patience and courage, we wrought to a succes ful i ·sue. We had 

preserved the hells of those o trich egg which had not been incu

bated, and Erne. t divided them into two equal part by a thread 

dipped in vinegar. The ·e halves were converted into elegant cups. 

I turned ome wooden feet, which I fitted to them, and thus we 

provided our elve with hand ome drinking-cups and vases for the 

reception of flower in the ~ummer time. 

The condor, which we had been obliged to neglect at first, was 

definitively tuffed. We made u e of our euphorbia to prot~ct its 

skin from in. ect ; we in erted a couple of porcelain eyes, and after 

long di eu sion , , ettled upon the place it hould occupy in our 

mu, Pum and the attitucle it ought to as ume. 
~~ 30 
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At length it was duly raised, with head elevated and wings 

extended; its curved beak, its neck half bare of feathers, and its 

large ann solid claws, indicated the robber of the air. This bird, 

whose sweep of wings was immense, in connection with the boa 

over which he dominated, gave already an imposing aspect to our 

nascent museum. 
Yet, of all the instruments which we had at our disposal, the 

English turning-wh eel was without contradiction the one which 

rendered us the greatest services ; and my wife made such frequent 

deman ds upon my industry that she converted me perforce into a 

tolerably goc d workman. 
But all these labour . ..; occupied me rather than my young family, 

:ind I fea retl lest the inactivity to which I saw them reduced 

should degenerate into sloth, and in time produce weariness, for 

we had scarcely reached the middle of the rainy season. Ernest, 

it is true, found in his books a means of employing his time; but 

his brothers, less partial to study and science, only entered the 

library when there was no other place where they could remain. I 

felt the necessity of finding for them an occupation which should 

keep up their habits of industry, and which would be more to their 

taste than reading. I sought in vain, when Frederick himself 

fortunately came to my assistance. 

" We have," he said to me, on one occasion, " in the person of 

the ostrich, a superb postal equipage for traversing the roads of our 

kingdom ; we have substantial vehicles for the trarn,port of pro

visions; we have a shallop and a periagua which rock majestically 

in the Bay of Safety; but one thing is wanting-a craft which 

shall skim the surface of the water, as the ostrich flies over 
the sand which it 
hardly seems to touch; 
a light bark to carry 
us in the twinkling of 
an eye from one end 
to the other of our 
empire, by skirting its 

coast or ascending its streams. I have read somewhere that the 

Green1anders corn~truct a species of wherry of the kind I mean, 
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which they call a cajack. Why should not we also build a 
ca jack ? We have contrived a periagua-why should not we, 
civilized Europeans, succeed in constructing what these rude and 
simple savages achieve?" 

I warmly welcomed, as you will suppose, my son's proposition. 
Elizabeth, who still preserved against the sea and its caprices a 
leaven of the old rancour, did not appear favourably inclined 
towards the cajack, and the idea that it would furnish us with a 
new temptation was sufficient to indispose her against it. We 
were compelled to recur to all the arguments which our imagina
tion suggested; but our reasonings and demonstrations did not con
vince the good mother-when she could not confute us, she remained 
silent. According to her, the periagua and the pinnace were two 
chances of shipwreck quite sufficient for the colony, and she could 
not conceive that any necess1ty existed for increasing the number. 

The tempest which had flung us upon the coast of our prnsent 
abode was ever present to her thoughts; and though three years 
had passed, she still exhibited every mark of terror and anxiety 
when she spoke to us of all the dangers which had assailed us upon 
the sea-that "perfidious element," as she loved to call it. 

Nevertheless, as the construction of the ca jack involved at least 
one object which it was important for us not to neglect-that 
of occupying my children-we immediately set to work, promising 
the good mother a masterpiece whose grace and lightness should 
conquer the prejudice she displayed against it. 

The cajack, the only boat in use among the Greenlanders, is a 
kind of shell-shaped canoe, consisting of a few pieces of whalebone 
and a seal's skin. It is an extremely light craft, and the navigator 
who has propelled her over ln.ke or river easily carries it upon 
his shoulders when he reaches the shore. The Greenlanders bring 
to bear upon its management an almost incredible skill and 
audacity; they accomplish in it protracted voyages, and hunt the 
seal, the sea-dog, and all the ocean-monsters which frequent the 
coa ts they inhabit. Whether the sea be calm or stormy, whether 
his cajack floats on the waves like a tiny feather, or is carried 
swiftly onwards by the rolling surge, the Greeulander knows 
neither fear nor danger; with his legs crossed at the b0ttorn of hie 
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canoe, his hands suppli eLl ,vith pliant oars, he knows he incurs no 

peril of , hipwreck. The Greenlander in his cajack is like tlie 

centaur; he is man iclentified with the thing that carries him. 

Trrn SEAL (Phoca). 

The Greenlander does not boast of his civilization nor of his 

artistic acquirements. His cajack, therefore, is not a masterpiece of 

construction; its outline is not very graceful, and even its arrange

ment lacks adaptation to its navigator's wants. We thought we 

could improve upon it; we had already given too many proofs of 

industrial genius to accept implicitly and without demur from the 

hands of a savage people an invention which the European intellect 

might, without any very great exertions, notably ameliorate. Our 

cajack, then, was to borrow from that of the Greenlanders only 

its lightness and suppleness. 
The materials which we made use of were whalebone, bamboos, 

Spanish reeds, and sea-dog ' skins. Two arched bones of the 

whale, united at either encl, and kept apart in the middle by a 

piece of bamboo, placed transversally, joined the two sides of the 
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boat. Some other bones, skilfully interwoven with flexible reed·, 

and a quantity of moss cemented by several layers of pitch, com

pleted the carca s. The first artistic touch which we gave to it 

was a provision for the rowers remaining seated; in the Green

land cajacks he is con, traiued to sit on hi.s haunches, with his 

legs crossed, tailor-wise, or to extend them horizontally in the 

bottom of the boat-both positions being equally inconvenient ancl 

unfavourable, ina. much as they deprive the rower of the greater 

portion of his strength . 

1 shall ay nothing of its external embelli hments, nor of the 

more longated and con equently more graceful form ·which it 

received. At all events, this combination of reeds, bamboos, and 

whal ' bones pro\·ed a a whole so light and so ch tic, that if 

allowed to fall upon the ground it rebounded from it like a balloon, 

and when we launched it, we found that, loaded and all, it scarcely 

drew t\vo inche of water. The completion of this chef-cl'ceuvre 

occupied u for upward of a month, but our labours were so suc

c •• ful that the workmen anticipated from them the mo t m:wvel

lou re. u1t . 
. soon a the carca wa, finished, and the interior coated with 

mo and gum-ela tic we bu ied our elve:-, upon the external cover

rng. For thi purpo. e T selected a couple of entire ca-clog::,;' kin ; 

that i., . kins without any lateral opening. I clothed our boat 

with thefle by forcing ach end of it right into the kin until the 

latter 1Uet about the middle, where they were fa ·tened together hy 
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a skilfully wrought seam, except at the place left for the rower. 

It is needless to say that before using these skins I had made them 

undergo a preparation to render them supple, and as easy to work 

as the softest leather employed by European saddlers. I likewise 

took care to coat the seam with a thick layer of gum-elastic to 

prevent the water from penetrating. Out of a couple of bamboos 

I fashioned the paddles, one of which was furnished, at its extremity, 

with a well-filled bladder, so as to lend the navigator a point of 

resistance if any necessity arose. In the fore-part I contrived a 

place to receive a mast and sail, in case we afterwards decided upon 

hoisting one. 

'l1hus our resources received a new augmentation, and our fleet 

was increased by an additional vessel. Frederick-as suggestor of 

the cajack, as the eldest of the boys, as the most skilful and prac

tised oarsman-put forward what he considered to be indisputable 

claims to the new property. They were willingly acknowledged; 

the real dangers which beset all expeditions by sea having little 

temptation for Ernest and Rudly. Frederick, therefore, was for

mally recognized as owner of the new craft. 

An important thing still remained to complete the equipment of 

our Greenland boat; namely, the fitting garb of him who was to 

manamvre it. I had often heard men speak of an apparatus

familiar enough, indeed, to all inhabitants of sea-port towns-which 

envelops an individual in, as it were, a stratum of air, so as to 

render him lighter than the volume of liquid which his body dis

places. I gave my sons a description of this apparatus; I spoke 

to them of the hood which covers the swimmer's head, and termi

nates in a tube destined to furnish the latter with the amount of 

air he requires for respiration under the water. My description, 

and especially the idea of the tube doing duty as an air-chimney, 

long occupied the minds of my young people, and they had no rest, 

and accorded me none, until I had requested the assistance of their 

mother in the construction of a similar machine. As it was a 

means of sustaining their energy and cheerfulness until the close of 

the rainy season, I hastened to adopt it. 

With my good Elizabeth our wishes were as laws, and she 

proceeded, with the utmost willingness, to accomplish what ·we 

Cl 

i. 

T 
n 



Rl£TUR OF THE DRY SEASON. ,_17 l 

required of heI kill. She set to work, and plied her needle so 

cleftly, that in a very few days Frederick' diving costume was 

complete. It consisted of a vest covered back and front with the 

skin of a whale's gut, hermetically sealed and sewn on every side, 

so that it was impossible for the air admitted by the tube to escape. 

Thi tube, which was flexible, and terminated with a pipe and 

screw, enabled the centaur to fill or empty at pleasure the bladders 

in which he was, as it were, encloseLl. 

~Ieanwhile, the winter glided by almost imperceptibly; with 

these indu trial experiments, reading and the study of languages 

were agreeably alternated; so that the dark days before the coming 

of the spring were pleasantly shortened, and rendered light and 

useful. 
The winter in every re pect resembled the same season in pre

ceding years. It began with violent storms; which were suc

ceeded by continual 

rains for about two 

months and a half. 

Then came another 

i-;enes of furious 

tempest , a if to 

announce the speedy 

ad vent of the pring. 

Gradually the sun 

reappeared, the win 

cea eel, the ea rn 

covered it tranquil

lity, the green, ward 

emerged from the 

sheets of water 

which for three 

month had covered 

it; ~:raturewa re

generated. We 

quitted the grotto, 

g1ad to re ume our 

01Jt-,loor life; and 



472 EXPLORING THE LSLAND. 

with inrlescribable pleasure once more rejoiced in the pure air of 
the coast, the grand trees of Falcon's Ne. t, and all that rich and 
vigorous veg·etation which the Creator seemed to have spread 
around us as if in anticipation of our desires aud wauts. 

The diver's dre. s being the last of our successes, Frederick 
undertook to favour u with a dramatic prefientation of the centaur. 
Consequently, on a beautiful sunny afternoon, he solemnly donned 
his jacket, which fitted accurately round his neck and was fastenetl 
at the waist by a buckle; bis head he covered with his waterproof 
hood, which fitted no less exactly than the vest, and was provided 
in the front with two eye-holeH of thin talc, and terminated on the 
top in a hollow reedy tube, which admitted the air into the in
terior. On first seeing him in his new equipment, our laughter was 
prodigious ; but Frederick was exceedingly proud of it, entered the 
water with tl1e utmost gravity, and made his way towards Shark 
Island, whither we arrived as quickly as himself, thanks to the 
rapidity of the periagua. 'rhe swimmer came ashore, and shook 
himself like a ewfoundland dog after his bath ; we released 
him from the hood that confined his head; but the experiment 
had proved so successful, the diver's garb was so felicitous a11 

achievement, that everybody wished to possess one. The goocl 
mother promised her sons they should soon be satisfied, am1 
we then began to explore our island, which we had not visitec1 
for four months. We were eager, therefore, to ascertain what 
had become, during the winter, of the new colonists we had 
established. 

Our first visit was to the antelopes. 'l'Ley took flight at our 
approach; but we saw with much pleasure that they had done 
full justice to the supplies of rice and maize, mingled with salt, 
which we had prepared for them, for the straw and moss were 
well trodden in the sheds we bad erected. We removed the stock 
of reeds intended for their litter, and furnished them with fresh 
provisions; and then, not to banish them longer than could be 
helped from a spot in which they apparently took so much plea
sure, we quitted it and spread ourselves over the island. 1y sons 
collected an abundant treasure c: shells, corals, and other curi
osities suitable for the decoration of our museum. My wife, who 
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took little heed of branches of coral, rnaJe a new discovery; it 

was of a marine plant, of which she would not tell us at the time 

either the name or properties, but contented herself with col

lecting a considerable quantity, wbieh she deposited at the Lottorn 

of the periagua. On our return home she mixed it with other 

leaves which she picked in Safety Bay, and she shut up the whole 

in our store-room with a peculiarly mysterious air. 

Her conduct astonished us. " Why, Elizabeth!" saicl I, laughing, 

" you must surely be biding away an inestimable treasure ; from 

the care you are taking of it, one would be tempted to guess it 

was tobacco, and that you are loeking it np lest we should dis

cover and make u e of it." 

She smiled; bnt all the reply I could obtain was, that by-and

by I should know the name and qualities of the mysterious plant, 

which, she assured me, I should be the first to praise. This infor

mation was not very satisfying; however, I resigned myself to 

exercise my patience, and no more was aid about the di covery. 

The earth wa. till so tlamp that we could not resume our longer 

expeditions. We profited by the last days we were forced to spend 

under the roof of our grotto to range in a suitable mH.nner upon 

the tables of our museum the shell , corals, and animal and mineral 

curio 'ities we had col1ectecl in Shark I land. Thi occupation was 

particularly agreeable to Ernest, who had it at heart to merit his 

name of "philo opher," and justify hi appointment a librarian 

and curator of the mu:eum of Tent-Town. He had prosecuted 

hi studie with unremitting ardour during the "·et season, and be 

now explained to us with much timidity the formation of coral. 

He told u how it . ometime forms, in the midst of the ocean

wave , numerous i land which seem due to subterranean convul-

ion . He al o lectured us upon the polypes ; in fine, be let no 

opportunity lip by of playing " the profe sor;" ancl it is but just 

to acknowledge that we li ·tcncd to his tli ·sertation · with much 

plea ure. 
" hell-fi h "said be, "form one of the most difficult branche of 

natural hi::;tory, ancl, up to the pre ent time, one of the lea t in

vestigated. One might say that cience ha recoiled before the e 

marvels of creation, mHl that, while prompt to tmregi. ter the phe-
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nomena which arn revealed in the existence of other organized 

beings, her scrutinizing eye has lacked skill to seize the secret of 

the life which animates the thick envelopes ,ve call conches or 

shells. 

· · N atural.ists distinguish four classes of shells :-first, those of a 

siugle piece, which are called iinivalves ; second, those vYhich 

consist of two pieces of unequal size, and frequently of a different 

nature-one being smooth and used an an operculi(,m,-these are 

ope1·cidulecl shells; third, ,ve call those in which the two pieces are 

neaTly equal, bivalves; and fourth, those which are formed by the 

assemblage of several pieces, generally of different dimensions, we 

name multivalves. 

" Shells have been employed by different nations for very diverse 

purposes . 

"Those which are known as Guinea money, or cowries, a.re really 

lL~d for money in Guinea, and even in the Cape Verde Isles, 

L 
B 
Jtt 

01 t 



SOME Olt THEIR USES. 475 

Loanclo, Senegal, B engal, and some of the Philippine I slands. At 

Bengal they are also made into necklaces, collars, bracelets, and 

other decorations for the person. In Egypt and Africa the ladies 

convert them into earrings . The Greeks manufactured with them 

a kind of / a rel . The inhabitants of Tyre formerly extracted from 

the rnwrex * a beautiful purple colour, of which they made use in 

MUREX-THE PURPLE OF TUE DYERS. 

dyeing . 'I he Turks an<l L evantines adorn with cowries the barne~~ 

of their steeds, and embelli h their va es with them in a singularly 

skilful manner. In the island of Santa Marta shells arc em ployed 

to ornament the mat~ of junk and palm with which the walls 

are covered. From the burgancline (?) a beautiful mother-of-pearl, 

known in commerce as burgancline, i extracted ; the la]:>iclaric::i 

~ "The 1mrpm·a, or purple, of the ancients was not, as is generally thought, a ver

milion red, but rn.ther a very deep violet, which at a later period came to have various 

shades of red. The secret of its preparation was only known to the Phomicians, that 

being most esteemed which came from Tyre. An English traveller, l\1r. ·w ilde, has dis

covered on the eastern shores of the Iediterranean, near the ruins of Tyre, a certain 

nttruber of circular excavations in the solid rock. In these excavations he found a great 

number of broken shells of mttrcx tnmculus. It is probable that they had been brui eel 

in great masses by the Tyrian workmen for ihe ma.nufacture of the purple dye. :Many 

shells of the same species are found actually living on the same coast at the presant time. 

·• Aristotle, in his writings, dwells upon the purple. He says that this dye is taken 

from iwo flesh-eating molluscs inhabiting the sea which washes the Phrenician coast. 

According to the duscription given by the celebrn,ted Greek philosopher, one of the ·e 

animals hacl a v<:ry large shell, consisting of seven turns of the spiral, studded with 

spines, and termin,tting in a strong beak ; the other had a shell much smaller. Aristotle 

named the la t animal b!lccinum. It is thought that the last species is recognized in the 

7,urpura capillwi, which abounds in the channel. Rliaumur and Duhamel obtained, in 

fact, a purple colour from this species, which they applied to some stuffs, and found 
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encrust it with gold, and fashion it into very delicate jewels. From 

the cames are made those sculptured ornaments called cameos. The 

pearl oyster yields one of the most beautiful of gems, which in size 

and lustre almost rival the diamond. Industrious persons contrive 

to arrange very graceful bouquets of shells, which are frequently 

PEARL 0YSTE1~ (Margaritifera av-unila) . 

arranged and selected with so much skill, and with such attention 

to a just combination of colours, as completely to deceive the eye. 

that it resisted the strongest lye. The genus niiirex is supposed to have been the firs t 
species indicated by Aristotle. 

"Up to the present time the production of the purple remains a mystery. It was long 
thought this fine dye was furnished by the stomach, liver, and kidneys ; but :M. 
Lacage Duthiers has demonstrated that the organ which secretes it is found on the lower 
surface of the mantle, between the intestines and the respiratory organs, where it forms 
a sort of fascia, or small band. The colouring matter, as it is extracted from the animal, 
is yellowish; e:qiosed to the light, it becomes golden yellow, then green, finally taking fl 

fine violet tint. "\Vhile these transformations are in progress, a peculiarly pungent odour 
is disengaged, which strongly reminds one of that of assafcetida. That portion of the 
matter which has not pasaed into the violet tint is soluble in water ; when it has taken 
that tint it becomes insolt1ble. The appearance of the colour seems provoked rather by 
the influonce of the sun's rays than by the action of the air. The matter attains its final 
colour, in short, in proportion to the power of the sun's rays. 

"It is a question, how far the colour evolved under the solar rays remains indelible. It 
is known that the contrary is the case with the colouring matter of the cochineal insect, 
which changes very quickly when exposed to the sun. It is probably the remarkable 
resistance it opposes to the rays of the sun which recommended it to the ancients. The 
pabri.cians of Rome, and the rich citizens of Greece and Asia Minor, loved to watch the 
magical reflections of the sun on the glorious colour which orm1.mentell their mantles."
TBE OCEAN "\VORLD. 
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'T'RUMPET SIIELL \Triton). lIEL)IET SnELL (Cassis). 

" Among the Romans, the shells named buccimtm serve(l for mili

tary trumpets; they were the same kind as tho::;e which the Dutch 

now call trumpet-shells. The avages, who are always rartial to ,.lance 

-_ 

NAUTILUS (Ar9onauta)-lN Two POSITIONS. 

and mu ic, join together the toune, the lmccinwn, the porcelain, 

and the cassis and work them up int o a kind of lyre, which, when 

(•xpo. ed to a current of air, produ e. a rnelocly, ufficient to regulat.C1 
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their movements in dancing. In some countries the inhabitants 
make drinking cups out of the shells of the nautili. In the 
ancient political assemblages shells were used instead of voting
papers. The law of ostracism derived its name from a Greek word 
signifying ' oyster ' or ' shell.' This law, as everybody knows, 
was established at Athens, in order to permit of the banishment 
for ten years of those citizens whom their great wealth or too ex
tensive influences rendered objects of suspicion to the people. In 
Corsica stuffs are woven out of the silk of the byssus, the beard of 
the mussel. It is pretended that in China, in the province oi 
Kiam-Fi, shells, after having been for a certain time interred in the 
earth, are worked up in the porcelain paste; in the isle of Ciana they 
are burnt for lime. In England they are used for blanching wax, 
and also, as in Sardinia and Sicily, for manuring the ground. Of 
several kinds of molluscs the flesh is eaten; notably, mussels, oysters, 
cockles, whelks, periwinkles. The Romans of the later empire, 
who were excellent judges in gastronomical matters, always ad
mitted them into their bills of fare. One of their writers has even 
been at the pains to place on record a description of the manner in 
which they fattened their favourite shell-fish, so as to render them 

· more agreeable to the taste." 

EANWHILE the earth had dried up ; the 
wide sheets of water reci:mtly covering it 
had disappeared; and "TT"e resumed our 
usual excursions to all the points of our 
domains. We revisited Falcon's Nest 
and its giant trees, our kitchen-garden. 
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the rocky corner which served as a forcing-house; every place, in 

a word, where our industry had left some traces of our residence. 

One evening, when we had returned from Falcon's est more 

fatigued than usual, the heat having been exces ive, my wife offered 

us, on our arrival, a great di. h full of a kind of tran parent jelly, 

most delicious in taste and odour : it was a mixture of sweetness, 

aromatic flavour, and an agreeable acidity; and after having eaten 

a few spoonfuls, we felt ourselves immediately restored and re

freshed. Whether from the keenness of our appetite, or the real 

excellence of the new dish, we were induced to declare unani

mously that we had never eaten anything so really delicious. We 

exhau ted ourselves in conjecturing its nature; my wife laughed, 

and said nothing. 
cc It is ambrosia," said Professor Ernest. 

" It is-it is-" said Ernest, and stopped short, scratching his 

head. 
cc It is-it is, gentlemen," replied their mother, smiling, cc the 

residuum of the marine plant which I collected on our voyage to 

hark Island, and afterwards locked away; that plant, you know, 

to which at first you gave so indifferent a reception." 

" Can it be true? " I answered, with admiration. cc How did 

you recognize, how did you know the plant ? I do not remember 

to have met with its name in any of my books." 

" Acknowledge, then, your inferiority!" rejoined my wife, with 

all the authority her valuable discovery necessarily gave he1 ·. 

" We poor women appear to you, lords of the creation! fit only i0 

sew shirt , and cook, and brew; and you are hugely a tonished 

when they happen to sugge t some ju t or felicitous idea which 

your science ,Yould have pa eel by indifferently. Ah, my learned 

friends, your knowledge i for once at fault! Here is a diRcovery 

worth half-a-dozen of some of your discoveries, an<l made by a 
I ,, woman-a poor woman . 

cc Ah, it is true; we are conquered, and we humble our Ives 

before our conqueror. But ,rhat," aid I, ' gave you the iJea of 

extracting from thi marine plant a jelly so cleliciou '?" 

t fir t , I had no cone ption of it, I mu t own, but I ,va._ 

a. si terl by the in piration of memory. The Dut1.:h lady who " ·as 
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our companion on board our unfortunate vessel, and who had 
resided for some time in Cape Colony, once told me that the in
habitants collected on the sea-shore a species of weed (alga), which 
they carefully washed and then dried in the sun. They cooked it 
with sugar and citron, and thus obtained a capital jelly. Instead 
of sugar, I have used the juice of our canes; and instead of (\itron, 
the leaves of the ravensara, some bits of vanilla, and a few drops 
of bydroruel, and I think I must have succeeded tolerably well, 
since the dish found so much favour with you." 

We thanked our good manageress for this new proof of her 
generous forethought, and paid her all due honour; for to 
remember well is almost to invent. 

SECOND excursion to Shark Island permitted 
us to examine, at our leisure, the various 
plantations we bad made there. They 
had tbriven vigorously, and we found 
numerous young trees already several feet 
above the ground. Our rabbits had also 

prospered: the family had increased to an extent which really 
astonished us, and we saw them in the distance nibbling among 
the algre on the sea-shore, a circumstance which reassured us as 
to the safety of our plantations. 

These marine herbs had, I found, a saccharine taste and slight 
odour of violet. I perceived they were not identical with those 
my wife had discovered, but I thought I recognized in them the 
fuc11s saccharinus from which the inhabitants of Iceland extract 
their ::;ngar. Our rabbits, incleed, could not but wax fat on so agree-

t p 

,n·l 
De 11 

11 

1rnit 

tnin, 

our 

tn l 
rege 

lfllta 
•I , 
u, 



It 

,j 

J 

ljj 
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ahh~ a nourishment. However, as at our approach these little 
animals had taken refuge among the rocks, we resolved, in order 
t_o place them at our disposal, to constrnct a warren-that is, an 
enclosure shut in with stones and thorns, into which they could 
be driven. 

We also made a descent upon Whale Island. The plantations 
which we had made there had perfectly succeeded. Thus every
thing prospered around us ; our maritime possessions, no less than 
our territories on the mainland, offered the most delightful spectacle 
to the eyes of landowners : abundance, wealth, and a thriving 
vegetation, the sure promise of a happy harvest. We halted an 
instant to survey, from the summit of the rock which bordered 
the islet, this earth so well prepared; the thought of the treasures 
it was maturing for us led us to raise our hearts in thanksgiving 
towards God, and we blessed His holy name with a profound senti
ment of gratitude for the mercy He had extended towards us. We 
then returned to the shore, whither we were recalled -by the 
labours of the season. 

One day while I vvas busy in the interior of our grotto, three of 
my sons disappeared without a word; they carried with them their 
provisions, arms, and traps. From their taking the traps I readily 
guessed the object of their expedition; it was a rat-hunt, and my 
merry lads had set out simply to procure the materials necessary 
for a new bat manufacture. I wished them a pleasant journey 
and gootl luck, and troubled myself no more about the matter. 

Ernest, always a stay-at-home, had not made one of the party; 
he remained shut up in his library, while his mother was engaged 
in her customary household cares. I resolved to imitate my three 
young adventurers, and to set forth on a solitary excursion. I 
was in want of some heavy pieces of wood for crushing the corn we 
expected to gather at harvest time; but I did not wish to fell any 
timber near our house, lest we should expose it to the winds. More
over, I should have been sorry to cut down a single one of those trees 
which formed so beautiful an addition to the landscape. I went 
straight to the stable, bnt all our steeds had disappeared except 
the buffalo, with which I was forced to be content. I harnessed 
it to the sledge, and we started in the direction of the Jacka] 

(37'2) 31 
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nver. I took with me Folb and Braun; the faithful Juno re

mained by the side of Ernest and her mistress ; as for rrurk, he 

had set out in the morning, along with his young masters. 

In going towards the brook, it was my intention to visit en 

roide our plantations of manioc and potatoes, which stretched. along 

its further bank. I had not seen, for four months, this ground 

which we bad so carefully prepared, and I was curious to judge 

of the action of the rains upon it. I expected to find an abundant 

growth, and the moRt radiant anticipations of the future harvest. 

But what were my surprise and regret to find the plantation com

pletely ravaged! The stems and leaves which had risen above 

the earth had been broken and crushed under foot ; the roots 

were scattered about the ground; in a word, the scene was one of 

the completest desolation imaginable, instead of the spectacle of 

smiling plenty I had imaged to myself. At first I thought my 

sons might, by direction of their mother, have been gathering in 

the crops; but I was not long able to cherish so consolatory an 

idea. From the foot-marks dis

cernible I became convinced. 

that the work of mischief had 

been wrought by some rooting 

and grubbing animals. The 

problem, therefore, reduced it

self to this ; were the authors 

of the ravage wild boars or the 

o:ffi pring of our own sow, whose 

unsociable disposition still kept 
. ') 

her apart fro:in our commumty . 

Whichever they might be, I 

cursed them from my heart. 

Wbat, said I-with feelings of 

discouragement-among all the 

riches which a beneficent nature 

has accumulated on this coast, 

must these wicked animals 

choose precisely those which have co t us RO much toil, and on 

whicl1 all 0 11r Jrnpes reposed? 
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l\leanwhile, my two companions, Folb and Braun, who under

stood nothing at all of the philosophical reverie in which I was 

plunged, started in quest of the spoilers, and were not long before 

they drove into my presence a whole herd, at whose head I recog

nized our old sow, grunting forth her dissatisfaction. I was so 

irritated by the scene of ravage before my eyes, that, by an almost 

in tinctive movement, I raised my gun, and with a single charge 

brought down a couple of young pigs, which paid the penalty of 

the general tran gression. The others immediately took to flight. 

I called back my dogs, who had departed in pursuit, and kept 

them by my side, abandoning to their jaws the heads of the two 

victims. Decapitation had seemed to me the simplest and most 

expedition method of bleeding them. Then I placed the carcasses 

on the sledge, and set to work to mark the trees best suited to my 

need; after which I returned to Tent-Town, much less delighted 

\vith my sport than saddened by the devastation which had led 

to it. 
'The labour which man undertakes to gain a certain object is 

nothing in comparison with the grief he feels on seeing himcelf 

deprived of the fruit of his toil. I was in the position of the 

farmer who has spent whole months in ploughing and seecling 

hi ground, and whom a sudden storm deprives of all his hoped

for reward. 
I described to my wife the scene of ravage I had visited; it 

deeply afflicted her, and she coulcl scarcely bear to look at the 

two young pig I had brought home. At length, however, I 

induced her to regard them as a capture of some value, and to 

transport them to her kitchen to undergo the necessary prepara

tions before :figuring at table. Erne t assisted his mother, and 

they promised to have the smaller one ready for our evening re

pa t. The loin was placed on the spit, and a dish of potatoe 

placed underneath received the succulent gravy e caping from it. 

Toward. evening, and ju t as we began to feel some anxiety 

re pecting the ab ence of our traveller. Rudly made hi. appear

ance in th di tance. He :oon arrived on his o. trich, galloping 

along at a tremendous peed, which hi two brother were wholly 

unablE> to imitate. :Moreover, he was entirely free from burthens; 
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for he pretended that his steed was not adapted to receive any 

other load t11an the cavalier she bore upon her back. Fritz and 

Frederick each carried on their crupper a bag well £.lled with 

game; in a word, the whole result of their day's sport, which had 

been very fortunate, for they brought back ·with them four of the 

animals we had christened cc the billed beast," twenty ondatara , 

an ape, a kangaroo, and two new varieties of musk-animals which 

they had encountered in the marshes. One was the mitslc-beaver, 

differing from the ondatara only in its snout, which is elongated 

mto a trunk; the other I took to be the tolay of Buff on. 

Fritz also deposited at our feet a bundle of a kind of thistle, 

with curved prickles-the teazel-which we saw would be exceed

ingly useful to us in working the hair of our felt and woollen stuffs . 

1eanwhile, each was burning to relate the details of his expeLli

tion; but, according to his custom, Rudly commenced. 

cc In the £.rst place," cried he, "honour, all honour to my steed I 

honour to my long-legged horse! honour to the hippogriff ! justly 

may we say of her that she i as light as the wind, and runs 

as swiftly as the tempest. She carries me onward with suc;h 

rapidity that most of the time I am compelled to close my eyes, 

and it is with the greatest dif.ficulty I contrive to breathe. The 

principal thing now required to make my horseman hip secure and 

comfortable is a mask with glass eyeholes. You will make one 

for me, will you not, my father? I mu t, have one." 
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"Ab, sir cavalier, I am very, very sorry, but I will not make 

1 
,, 

you a masc 
"And why not?" 
"For two reasons: the first i ·, that instead of soliciting it you 

command it, and seem to have forgotten that in addressing your 

father, ' I must' is never an appropriate phrase. The second is, 

that in tead of having recourse to the industry of others you should 

learn to depend upon yourself. When a man does not work out 

anything which is within reach of his strength, he should be 

censured for his idleness. Consequently, if you want a mask, you 

must make it for yourself." 
'· You are right, my good father," replied Rudly, stretching out 

his hand ; " pardon my rudeness, I beg of you ; I will u e every 

effort to conect myself." 
"That is well," rejoined Frederick; "every one for himself. 

A ml thi very principle we have been putting in practice ince the 

morning; we called upon no one to prepare a dinner for us in the 

mid, t of the desert. But, dear father, what say you to the multi

tude of ·kins we have brought you home?" 

"I receive them with all the favour they deserve; but I could 

have wi heel my young hunt men had not thought it necessary to 

gain them by an escapade, leaving their parents in a state of keen 

anxiety, a they did do, and-" 
"\\,.. ell, now," cried Frederick, " that is also true; and we re

membered it when we were about three miles away from home; 

but I a ure you, it hall not happen again." 
The frankness of thi confession <li armed my anger, and I re

proached my ·elf for prolonging the unea iness from which I saw 

my good boys suffered. I ha tened to divert the conversation into a 

different channel, by reque ting them to release their steeds from 

their harne and the load unrler which they taggered 

While they were thus occupied, and were in talling the patient 

animal. in their table , where rack full of fre h fodder awaited 

them, our good mother betliought her ·elf of her young eavalier , 

gaye the roa t a la::;t turn, and ·we were all oon eated around the 

table. 
"I' faith," saitl Fritz, delightfully inhaling the fragrancf which 
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rose from the succulent pork, " here is a banquet which appeals to 
us at least as pleasantly as the barbarian dinner we have so often 
sat down to ! And I must here acknowledge that I am conscious of 
possessing little taste for the nomadic life and its bills of fare, in 
which frugality is at once the virtue of the guest and the seasoning 
of the viands." 

" A miracle ! " cried the good mother, laughing; " I am en
chanted at having divined the tastes of my little Fritz." 

And then she seized the opportunity to indicate, with comic 
emphasis, the various treasures under which the table literally 
groaned. By the side of the young srn.:king-pig was a bowl of 
the freshest salad ever seen, and facing it, a large basin of that 
excellent Hottentot jelly we had so keenly relished on our last 
journey to Falcon's Nest. For dessert we had different kinds of 
fruits, a kind of fritter of guava apples fried in butter, and some 
sticks of cinnamon prepared in a syrup of sugar; a bottle of Cape 
wine and another of hydromel completed our luxmious repast, 
which, far from having a savage character, shone with all the deli
cacies of civilization. 

During the meal each oue related his adventures. Frederick 
described to us their entrance into the valley of the marsh, their 
attack upon the ondataras, and their ensnaring the proboscidean 
beavers with the bait of a little fish to which those animals are 
very partial. "Finally," added he, "it was owing to this circum
stance that the 'billed beasts' fell into a trap which was never 
intended for them. Afterwards we fished on our own account, and 
gave variety to our dinner by a dish of ginsing cooked among the 
ashes." 

" Ah, that was very fine, truly!" cried Rudly, al ways somewhat 
of a boaster; " fish and rats ! rats and fish ! JJ!f y courser hunts 
far nobler game, and to him we owe this handsome kangaroo-a 
prey fit for a king." 

"Yes," added Fritz, " and a prey much easier to catch, since it 
tranquilly awaits the approach of the hunter, browsing among the 
sweet grass; and moreover, as yet has not learned to -By at the 
smell of gunpowder." 

"For my part," arnnvered Frederick, "I bring back only a 

l!, 



A DU:iPUTE AS TO MERIT::>. 

plant, but perhaps it is worth more than a kaugaroo. Remark, l 

l,eg of you, the arrangement and disposition of these spikes; ob

serve how their points are bent back upon themselves, like hooks; 

will they not furnish us with excellent instruments in the fabri

cation of our hats, to comb and smooth out the hair?" 

" Oh, no nonsense about your thistles," repliecl Rmlly, " my 

1'11E KA~o.ut◊o (Macropus giganteu~). 

game is worth far more than they are ! And it 1s to my brave 

jackal we owe the prize." 
\\re had thus before us all the results of our au.venturers' expe

dition. The rat received but little attention; we knew them too 

well to spend much time in examining them. The castor mos

chatw; had the honour of a umd1 dv~er inspection; but the 
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kangaroo was, before all, the object of Master Ernest's special 
study. It was only the second animal of his kind we had seen 
since our shipwTeck. 

" The kangaroo," he. informed us, " is one of the most cunous 
animals of the Australian mainland. He is sometimes nine feet in 

length from the tip of the snout to the extremity of the tail, and 
occasionally weighs as much as fifty pounds. His hair is short and 
soft, and of a reddish gray, which is lighter on the side::; and under 
the belly. He lrn.s a small elongated head, large straight ears, and a 
nose furnished wi.th moustaches; his neck and shoulders are small; 
he increases gradually in size towards the haunches and lower 
part of the belly. The fore-legs of the largest kangaroos do not 
exceed eighteen inches in length. The animal makes use of them 

in excavating his burrow, and in carrying his food to his mouth. 
He moves entirely on his hind-limbs, making extraordinary jumps 
of from seven to eight feet in height. Each foot is divided into 

three toes, of which the middle one considerably excee:ds the others 
in length and strength. The interior is of a remarkable structure. 
On examining it closely, you find that it is really divided in the 
middle, and even across the great toe, in such a manner that t11ey 
appear to have been separated by a cutting instrument. 

"The kangaroo's tail is long, thick at the ba::;e, and terminates 

in a point. He makes use of it as a defensive weapon, and deals 
with it such tremendous blows that they will break a man's leg." 

Each of our young adventurers had, meanwhile, a thousand 
details to relate to us; even our little Fritz, who, novice as he 
was, would fain have persuaded us that his debut had been dis
tinguished by marvels of prowess. I allowed them all to expatiate 
unchecked, and set myself to examine the products of their day's 
chase, and to calculate what advantage we might derive from 
them. Frederick's thistle, which I recognized as the fuller's 
teazel, I considered a valuable acquisition; it was one implement 
the more added to our industrial resources . :M:y young people 
had also taken care to cut some shoots of cinnamon and sweet 
apples, which om manageress received with marked satisfaction, 
and on the following morning formally planted in the kitchen
garden. 
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I was much pleased with this instance of forethought, and re

joiced that some considerations of the morrow had already entered 

their youthful brains, and 

inspired them with acts of 

prudence beyond their age. 
We had afterwards to dis

cuss the easiest and most 

expeditious method of skin

ning the kangaroo, and for 

this purpose I invented a 

machine, which at first ex

cited the laughter of my 

'OnS. 

We had found on board 

the wreck, among the sur

gical in truments, a large 

syringe. This I took, and 

in the sides of the tube fitted 

a couple of valves de tined 

to di charge the functions of 

a pneumatic machine ; and, 

without aying a word to my 

on who hacl watched my 

operations with comical a -

toni hment, I ordered them 

to fa ten the kangaroo by 
FULLER'S TEASEL (Dipsacusfullmmm). 

his hind-legs to the branches of a tree, so that his chest should 

be about on a level with my own. When the animal wa ' properly 

hoi ted, I made a small incision in his skin, ancl courageously 

armed my elf with my syringe. 
Here the gravity of my son utterly gave ,my, and they dis

charged at the in trument a rolling fire of quips and jokes such 

a it is very frequently the object of. 
11 thi time, howeYer, I carefully preserved my usual serious-

ne: . 
'· Wait a moment," aid I to the young je ·ters, "~u<l you shall 

judge my work from its re ults." 
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So speaking, I fitted the tuLe to the opening I had made in the 

skin, and began to set the instrument in motion. Gradually the 

hide of the animal expanded, and in a. few moments the kangaroo 

was a shapeless mass. 

" And now to work ! " I cried to my astounded lads ; " strike 

this swollen vessel, or bladder, with your stickl:i, and then strip off 

the skin, for the operation is more than half completed." 
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And, in fact, one incision along the whole length of the belly 

proYed sufficient; a few trials, and the skin was easily removed. 

"Well, my young joker," said I to Rudly, "do you now com

prehend the efficacy of the process?" 

"I see the miracle," answered he; "but do not understand its 

cause." 
" Listen, then. You must know that the skin of animals is 

only attached to their flesh by a combination of exceedingly 

i;lender and delicate fibres and vesicles. These fibres are of a very 

ela ' tic character ; but they will not distend beyond certain limits 

without breaking, and thm; severing the bonds ·which unite the 

skin and the flesh. 'l'his ha been precisely the action of my 

syringe on the kangaroo. By insinuating between skin and flesh 

a certain volume of air, I just raised the skin, then distended it, 

aml, :finally, broke the :fibre and vesicles ; hence the facility with 

which the animal was flayed." 

'' Oh, truly," replied Rue.Uy," one ought to be almost a magician 

to work the e wonders!" 

' ~ ot at all; one need only exercise his rea on and memory. 

"\Vhat I have ju t done every village butcher can do, and much 

more succe sfully and more skilfully than I." 

,Ve now undertook and carried out a variety of domestic work 

intended to surround our mode, t anrl peaceable existence with all 

the conveniences of a life of ease and comfort. Were we in want 

of any new implement? Straightway I et to work; and with 

the exception of a few poiled piece of wood and iron, which I 

con 'idered the u ual penalty of an apprentice hip, our attempts 

in general met with tolerable ·ucce . 

One day I bethought my elf of selecting, in the whale's carca s, 

from the white and ... olid bones which cornpo ed the monster' 

·pine, orne mortar for grinding our grain. I found six, and 

planted them a firmly a po ible on great blocks of wood which 

I tra.n ported into the kitchen. ly wife handselled them ·with 

the product of our rice crop. Her on a · ·i ted; and it wa not a 

pectacle without intere t to e thi ' careful hou ekeeper teaching 

her children how to provide again t the necessitie · of a bad sea on. 
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The mortars, it is true: did not work very quickly; but they 
answered tolerably well, and that sufficed. It was for ourselves, 

moreover, that we toiled; we had not to satisfy 
any exigency; we had not to endure the con
tumely of any tyrannical master living on the 
profits of our labour; we bad no market to 
provide for; and, consequently, we could bestow 
on our domestic occupations all the time that 
was requisite for their proper performance. 

Our moorfowl and the ostrich waited assidu
ously upon the boys while they were occupied 
in pounding the rice, and not a grain escaped 
from the mortars but it was immediately swal
lowed up by one of these aborigines. 'l'he 
ostrich especially, from the height of his long 
legs, stretching forth his flexible ner.k and pick
ing up the rice among the fowls, was, indeed, 
the most original spectacle conceivable, and truly 
picturesque . Thus life and movement teemed 
around us; our domestic animals, which daily 
grew more tame, and the activity of my sons, 
all combined to give to the residence of Tent
town the appearance of a prosperous and abun 
dant farm. 

Meanwhile, I had not failed to perceive that 
the barley we had sown before the winter had 
arrived at maturity. It was not five months 
since we had entrusted it to the ground : this 
precocity filled us with joy, for it gave us the 
certainty of two harvests every year. 

We found ourselves thus with all the labours 
of the colony on our arms : the herring shoals 
would soon be on the coast; the sea-clogs' chase 

BaHLEY (Hordemn). would follow immediately; while, on the other 

hand, my good Elizaueth bewailed in a most lamentable fashion 
the manifold cares which would succeed the curing and salting 
business; there was the manioc to be gathered ; the potatoes 
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would have to be dug up, sorted, and packed away ;-in fact, a 
thousand things would require attention, and the year was not 
long enough for all. 

I quieted my good housewife as best I could; I assured her 
that the manioc, when ripe, might remain in the ground uninjured; 
and as for the potatoes, I told her we need not fear any damage 
to them in warm and sandy soils, where they would never throw 
out those tubers and excrescences which are the terror of our 
European farmers. 

I decided that we would begin our agricultural labours with the 
corn; which I esteem.eel the most precious of our resources; but as 
it was important to complete the harvest with the least possible 
delay, and needful to proportion the fatigue it would entail upon 
us to the relative strength of my workmen, I resolved, in gather
ing the harvest, to pursue the Italian rather than the Swiss 
method. We should gain by it both as respected a shorter time 
and far less weariness. 

I began by preparing in the front of the grotto a sufficiently 
wide space of ground to serve as a threshing-floor. This I watered 
at regular intervals with the residuum of our stalls and stables; 
afterwards, with great solid clubs, we repeatedly beat down the 
gronnd we had thus made damp. When the sun had absorbed 
all the humidity with which we had impregnated it, we repeated 
the process, and so continued until we had obtained a smooth, 
solid, and compact surface, without chink or crevice, and equally 
impenetrable to water and the rays of the sun. I had learned in 
Switzerland thi way of preparing the ground; it is adopted by 
the farmer of our mountains in laying out the threshing-floors of 
their granges. 

As soon as this work was completed, I yoked together the bull 
and buffalo to the famous osier basket which, under the pompous 
name of the palanquin, had been the instrument of a cruel mysti
fication of poor Ernest. Rudly and Frederick did not fail to remind 
our philosopher of the pitiful scene, and to invite him to place himself 
again between the two beasts of burden. But the professor was not 
one of those who are twice caught in the same snare, and the cattle 
talked calmly forward to the field we had marked out for reaping, 
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Before we commenced our labours, my wife inquirell where we 
hoped to find the bands for binding up the corn into sheaves, 
and my boys, on their part, demanded from me a supply of 
scythes. 

"\Ve need nothing of the kind," I answered; "we are going to 
gather our crops in the Italian style; and Italians, natural enemies 
to all needless exertion, dispense with scythes as too heavy to 
handle, and with bands as too troublesome to weave." 

"In that case," rejoined Frederick, "how are we to bind up 
the sheaves and carry them to our barns? " 

" Oh, the Italians find no difficulty in this : in the first place, 
they don't make any sheaves ; and, in the second, as they thresh 
the grain on the place where they cut it, they do not experience 
any embarrassment in carrying it home." 

" Then, in my opinion, a harvest a l' Italienne will be a very 
comical affair." 

"Of that you can soon judge." 
At the same time I ~athered in my left hand as many Rtalks as 

it would hold, aurl, cla ping them firmly, cut them down at about 
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six inches from the top. This first handful I cast into the pannier 

of the two beasts, and, turning towards Frederick,-

" See," saicl I, laughing, "the first act of an Italian harvest." 

l\Iy boys thought it an admirable process, and in a very short 

time the field presented only an uneven smface, bristling with 

decapitated straw, and a few forgotten ears rising here and there 

among it. 
"Well, for my part," said my wife, casting a glance of pity 

over the ravaged field, "I must confess I do not approve of reap

ing a l'Italienne. Why, the heart of a true Swiss woman would 

ache with anguish to see the remains of this depredation. and the 

lost ears which you have left among the straw." 

"Not so fast, good wife," said I, laughing; "you are in too 

great a hurry to condemn my new method. Slothful as he is, the 

Ita1ian does not make such a mess as you suppose of his harvest; 

and what he does not eat, he drinks." 

:, Ob, as for that, it is an enigma which I do not understand." 

" You are right, my dear wife ; but it is sometimes good, by 

the employment of enigmas, to make the mind reflect upon things 

it would otherwise forget; however, my present riddle is easily 

explained: the Italian drinks that part of his crop which he does 

not eat, but with this simple difference-it is not in the same 

form. Italy is a c<,untry as little favourable to the breeding of 

cattle as it is rich and fertile in all kinds of agricultural products. 

Gra s, pasture, herbage, hay, are all extremely rare. The Italian 

compen ates for this scarcity by converting the remains of his crop 

into fodder. ' 
" How doe he do this ? " 

'' He allows the decapitated straw to remain untouched for 

several week . The fre h air which necessarily circulates among 

the talks promotes the growth of the herbage, and when the 

latter ha obtained the same height as the straw, so as to form 

with it a kind of solid ma· , it is then he plies his scythe, and 

collect for hi cattle a precious fodder, which he owes as much 

to hi. intelligence a to the bounty of nature. The ears left here 

and there among the traw are now eagerly devoured by his cow, 

who return. for them in milk the equivalent of her mMter's 
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thoughtful generosity. It is in this sense that the Italian drinks 
that portion of his harvest which he does not eat." 

" Capital," answered my wife; "but if the Italian gives his 
straw to his cattle for food, with what does he make their litter?" 

"They do without; the Italian soil is mild and clement, and 
nourishes none of that injnrious dampness which in our less 
fortunate climate renders it dangerous for the cattle to lie on the 
naked earth. But do not let us ,,tray from the end we have 
proposed to ourselves. After having reaped a l' Italienne, we 

. must thresh the grain and separate the ears al' Italienne. Gentle
men, let us return to the grotto, and there get ready your steeds, 
for their services will be required." 

We immediately quitted the :field which we bad just reaped; 
and the quiet palanquin-bearers started for the grotto. On our 
arrival, I directed Ernest and his mother to scatter the ears all 
over our new threshing-floor, while my three couriers saddled their 
steeds, and held themselves ready to mount at the first signal 1 
should give them. They had never seen such preparations fot 
threshing grain; and looking upon it as a rural fete, -inaugurated 
it with shouts of joyous laughter. 

"Ah, on my word," cried Rudly, "my steed is about to 
practise a trade to which he was not accustomed in the deserts 
of the savannah." 

"Threshing grain on horseback! What an idea ) " 
" Reaping and mowing on the gallop ! " shouted a third. 
And pleasantries and jokes poured in from all quarters. The 

innovation which I had introduced had at least the advantage of 
furnishing my family with a theme for pleasant laughter. 

Meanwhile I preserved the indifferent air proper to a man who 
can boast of having put fonrnrd a new idea, and to all their rail
leries I opposed an appearance of the profounde t belief in the 
infallibility of my new mode of procedure. 

When I thought the threshing-floor sufficiently strrwed, I 
exclaimed,-

" To the saddle, troopers ; to the saddle, and away ! " 
And I pointed out to them that they had nothing to do but 

gallop a few times over the ears of corn. 
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I leave the reader to imagine the merry scene that was then 
nacted ; the bull, the onager, and the ostrich rivalled one another 

in ,,vjf tne. ; my wife, Erne t, and myself, eae;h armed ·with a 

wooden rake, a siduously gathered up in rows the grain trodden 
out by the animals' hoof ' . 

AH was going on admirably when two incidents, which I had 
not fore een, occurred to revive to some extent the ironical verve 

of my wife, who had not been sincerely converted to the Italian 
method. The bull forgot himself to the extent of satisfying his 

natural wants in the very middle of our treasure; then, stopping 
short, he an<l the onager stretched their large long tongues over 

the corn which they had threshed, and helped themselves very 

freely to it. 
" Halloa ! " cried Frederick, aghast at the bull',· forgetfulness, 

" is this al o included in the Italian method?" 
"And are we to look upon the rations which these gentlemen 

have appropriated," said his mother, with a slightly satirical air, 

" as a part of the Italian economy?" 
I felt called upon to reply without delay to the shafts thus 

directed against me. 
"As for the incongruous behavionr of the bull," I saiu, "it is one 

of those misfortunes which one cannot guard again t, but at which, 
however, we can easily laugh; the hot climate under whose influ

ence we are uffering will easily upply a remedy. As for the 

want of self-re traint with which my good Elizabeth so seriously 

reproa<.:he the e poor animals, it i , I think, capable of being 

ju.tifiecl; antl, for my own rart, I pardon them purely and imply in 

con. i,lcration of this verse of holy writ: 'The ox shall be fed with 

the product of the mill toue he hall have turn cl.'" 
The aptne.- · of my quotation re-established immediately the high 

repute of the Italian method, which two unforeseen circumstance 
lia<l nearly involved in irretrievable disgrace. 

The threshing of our corn completed, we hacl to arrange for the 

~epnration of the chaff and du t with which it was adulterated. 
This operation wa · nece sarily the mo t difficult and laboriou of 

all. vV e placed the barley upon a fine siev , and with wooden 
shovels turned it over an(l over so as to 'et free the lighter and 
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more worthless portions. But this was not effected without great 

annoyance to our eyes, nose, and mouth. The unfortunate work

men sneezed in the most melancholy manner. and so violently, that 

we were obliged to take the ,vork in turns, and relieve each other 

at very short intervals. Towards the close, we bethought ourselves 

of the cap I had used to shelter myself from the bees. He whose 

turn it was to sjft the grain, clapped it on his head, and found it 

extremely serviceable. 

The feathered denizens of our poultry-yard, who bad remained 

at a distance while our steeds performed at a gallop their functions 

as threshers, recovered their assurance, and in the twinkling of an 

eye we saw ourselves surrounded by a legion of clucking and peck

ing myrmidons, who spread themselves all over our heap, to levy 

in detail the tithe the bull and the onager had measured by a single 

stroke of their tongue. 

" Let them alone," I said to my sons ; " what they steal from 

us here we shall recover elsewhere. and if the pile of barley 

diminishes, our chickens will be the fatter." 

But my recommendation was uttered too late, and my wife, who 

had no relish for the new principles of domestic economy I had laid 

down, bad already dispersed the freebooters by a few energetic 

blows. 
In these different occupations we spent several days. Before 

storing away our crop, we wished to ascertain its exact amount. 

We found ourselves rich enough to defy famine for a considerable 

periocl; we had more than sixty bushels of barley, eighty of wheat, 

and upwards of a hundred of maize. The latter grain had yielded 

best; whence I concluded that the soil was more favourable to its 

growth than to the barley, wheat, and other European cereals of 

which we had sown an equal quantity, and at the same time, but 

whose produce was considerably less. 

We did not prepare the maize in the same manner as the barley; 

we dried the ears separately, and then detached the grain by beat

ing them with thin flexible laths. 'With its leaves, ,vhich are 

suppler ancl more · elastic than straw, we rcstuffed our beds. l\Iy 

wife burned a great quantity of the stalks, and from the alkaline 

q1rn.lity of the ashes found them very useful in washing our linen. 

JL 

whl 

·a 

t, 

[1 I 
I 

0 



'I 

1Jll 

nt 

t· 

A SUCCESSION OF INDUSTRIES. 499 

Meanwhile I did not lose sight of my project of obtaining a 

second crop before the end of the fine season ; and as soon as we 
had stored away our grain, we began to clear the ground of the 
stubble we hacl left standing. This task took precedence of every 
other. 

But scarcely had we commenced it, ere from the middle of the 
field rose a swarm of quails and partridges much larger than those 
of Europe. They had been attracted to the spot by the few ears 
we had overlooked. As we had not expected such a rencontre, they 
succeeded in escaping us, with the exception of one unlucky quail, 
which Frederick knocked down with a stone. But the presence of 
these birds after the harvest was a precious augury for succeeding 
years; and it seemed we might confidently rely that the field we 
sowed with wheat or maize would infallibly provide us, two or 
three days afterwards, with numerous heads of game. 

As soon as the ground was cleared, I sowed it anew ; but 
remembering the principle of rotation of crops adopted in Europe 
to prevent exhaustion of the soil, I changed the character of the 
sowing, and for my second crops sowed the barley and oats I had 
collected in the preceding year b1?fore the rainy season. 

Our field labours had scarcely terminated when the herring-bank 
appeared in the neighbourhood of Safety Bay. But we did not 
now depend so much on their arrival, our stock of winter provisions 
being abundant and various. We therefore contented ourselves 
with curing a couple of barrels full-the first of salted, and the 
second of smoked herrings. We caught also some other fish alive, 
and deposited them in the reservoirs we had constructed in Jackal 
River, where we could find them whenever they were wanted. 

The sea-dogs had next their turn; my pneumatic syringe 
answered admirably, and, thanks to this invention, the skinning of 
the3e animals was effected without much difficulty or delay. Skin, 
and gut, and bladder-we utilized the whole. Experience bad 
made us tolerably skilful in the art of preparing these various 
trea ures and turning them to advantage; we began to execute all 
the e operation with considerable adroitness. It was not until this 
period that we gave the "finishing touches" to our cajack; we set 
about it in earnest, and provided it with an ample stock of bladders 
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and skins :fi11e1l with air, so as to render it extremely lio·ht anrl 
,':> ' 

float it on the very surface of the waves . This labour ended, "·e 

began to talk of testi11g the qualities of our new boat. To Frederick 

naturally belonged the first honours of the craft he had uggested. 

We determined that the trial of the cajack should be made a 

festival. Everybody agreed to patronize it with his pre ence; and 

when Master Frederick was invested in the maritime costume 

alreally spoken of, we formally authorized him to take his place in 

bis novel craft. I have omitted to state that to its keel were 

attached a couple of little castors-the remains of a double pulley 

removed from the wrecked ve sel-so that, at need, it might serrn 

as a vehicle for locomotion on land as well as for the purpose of 

navigation at sea. This advantage enablecl my lads to surround 

the ceremony with all requisite pomp. 

Frederick seated himself on his bench, as proud as Neptune or 

any other ocean-deity setting out on the liquid element for some 

distant voyage. The cajack in form was not unlike those vast 

shells the poets have represented as the chariots of the sea-gods. 

The gravity of the hero, who held jn bis hand an oar in lieu of a 

trident; the exertions of his brothers, who, while propelling the 

cajack in the rear, lustily sounded the marine couches, which, like 

Neptune's tritons, they had converted into trumpets ;-all this pre-

ented a picture as animated r.s it was romantic. I laughell 

heartily ut it; but my good Elizubeth, still cherisl1ing her old 

hatred a.5ainst the ocenn, could not conceal the tears which :filled 

her eyes when she thought of the dangers her eldest son was 

going to confront in a skiff so frail and insignificant. To comfort 

her anxious heart, I unmoored the periagua, and held it in readi

ness to fly to the assistance of the Greenlund navigator, if this 

·houlc.l become necessary, before he incurred any real peril. 

}~very precuution having been taken, " To the sea! to the sea ! " 

I shouted to Frederick; and " To the sea ! to the sea ! " my merry 

lads repeated. In a moment tbe cajack glided over the water with 

inconceivable rapidity. The surface of the bay was beautifully 

smooth and calm; and soon the Greenlander began to balance him

self gaily on the waves. We saw him, like a skilful jou ·ter, exe

cute at his pleasure a series of evolutions, each more skilful and 
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more daring than tbe preceding. Sometimes he rlarted like an 

arrow straight out of sight; then he suddenly returnerl, and with 
marYellous swiftness came towards us. At other times he disap
peared in a cloud of foam, to the great tenor of his mother; then 
we saw him, a short distance off, emerge anew with head above the 
waves, and raising his oar aloft to show us that he knew how to 
triumph over danger. 

As the reader will suppose, the skill and daring of our young 
navigator provoked our warm and repeated encouragements . On 
hi part, he bw-ned to show himself worthy of our applause ; and 

not content with skimming the smooth surface of the bay, turned 
his frail craft in the direction of Jackal River, and endeavoured to 
make head against the current; but it was far stronger than he 

wa , and drove him out to sea for so considerable a distance that 
we- soon lost sight of him completely. 

To jump into the periagua, and fly to the succour of the poor 

Greenlander, was the work of a moment. 
Rudly and Ernest accompanied me, and we left Fritz on the 

shore by the side of his mother, who abandoned herself to all the 

terrors maternal love, under such circumstances, might well inspire. 
The wheel of the periagua seemed to us to move much too slowly, 

so that, while I continued to turn it, each of my sons took in hand 

an oar. We scarcely skimmed the surface of the waters, but could 
di cern no trace of our Greenlander ; our shouts met with no 
re pon e but the echoes of the cliffs, and our aching gaze was lost 
all around in the foamy waves which rolled again t the horizon! 

I felt my heart contract, and had not the courage to confe s to my 
sons the anxiety which consumed me, when suddenly, in the direc
tion of a rock alrno t level with the ,vater, I caught sight of a 

cloud of , moke. I put my hand to my pulse, and counted four 

beat before the smoke \Yas followed by a report. 
Then I regained my courage. 
" He is safe ! " I cried; "he i safe ! Frederick is yonder-in 

the direction of the smoke-and in le than a quarter of an hour 
we will have rejoined him." 

I immediately fired a pi tol. 
rli charge in the ame direction a 

It wa an. wered by a second 
the fir t. 
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Ernest pulled out his watch ; we began to row with redoubled 

ardour; and ten minutes had scarcely elapsed before we could clearly 

distinguish Frederick ; at the end of fifteen, we were by his side. 

We found the young hero of the sea posted among a group of 

rocks on a level with the waves; before him lay extended a walrus, 

or sea-cow, which was pouring out its life-blood from two fatal 

harpoon wounds. 

I began by addressing my son with the reproaches his impru

dence deserved. 

" My good father," he replied, "it was the current which car

ried me away in spite of myself. My oars proved too light to 

contend with the impetuous flood of Jackal River, and I found 

myself, almost without having perceived it, suddenly driven to a 

great distance from the shore ; for I could neither discern the 

coast-line nor the sail of the periagua. But I had no time to feel 

afraid; my thoughts were almost immediately diverted by a herd 

of walruses, which passed nearly under my nose! To cast the 

harpoon and strike one of these animals was the affair of a second ; 

but the wound I had inflicted was not mortal, and instead of dimi

nishing his strength, seemed, on the contrary, to reinvigorate him. 

The track of blood which undulated in bis rear, and the air-bladder 

which kept afloat the cord of the harpoon, served to indicate his 

movements. I redoubled my exertions, and was fortunate enough 

to get sufficiently near him to launch a second harpoon at his side. 

This proved decisive, and the monster, after a few useless struggles, 

stretched himself on the rock where he is still lying. I called to 

mind Rudly's mishap with the tail of the boa, and to obviate any 
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similar accicleut, completed my conquest with a couple of pistol

shots-the reports of which you heard." 

" You have done," said I, " a truly heroical deed, and the com

bat from which you have issued conqueror was not unattended 

with danger. The walrus is a formidable monster ; instead of 

flying before you-as, fortunately, he did do-he might have 

turned upon your fragile skiff, and Heaven knows what would 

have become of you, my poor boy, if he had only applied his long 

sharp teeth to the thin sides of your leather shell ! But, God be 

prai ed, you are saved-which I value more than the capture of 

half a score of these marine monsters. Nor are they of much 

value in themselves, for I do not know what use we shall make 

of the one you have slain, despite the hugeness of his bulk." 

TUE "WALRUS, OR MORSE (Trichecus ros1narzis1. 

" t lea t," replied Frederick, " if we can make no use of his 

body, I hall preserve his head. W11en I have properly prepared 

it, I will fa ten it to the prow of my cajack, where his long glit

tering tusks will have a fine effect! And I shall christen my craft 

with the sonorou and pompous name oi-
T1rn W ALR us I" 

" Be it so : the tusks of the creature are almo t the only part 

worth pre ervation. They posse s the whiteness and almost the 

durability of ivory. But make haste with your operation , for 

the horizon is growing cloudy, and everything threatens an ap

proaching stonn." 
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" This Lead will be a magnificent ornament for t11e prow of 

your canoe," said Rudly. 

"Yes," rejoined Ernest, " to infect us with a fine and delightful 

odour of stale fish ! " 

"Don't disturb yourself, professor," answered the navigator; 

"don't disturb yourself; I know a method of preparing my walrus's 

head, so that it shall not smell any more than the stuffed animals 

in the Museum of Zurich." 

Frederick then set to ·work. 

" I thought," said Ernest to me, while his brother was thus 

engaged, " that seals, walruses, and all such animals only inhabited 

the waters of the orth. How, then, do we meet them in these 

warm latitudes?" 

"Undoubtedly," I replied, "these aruphibia principally belong 

to the orthern Seas; but their preRence in a Tropical climate is 

a phenomenon which explains itself. A tempest, or a convufoion 

of the abysses of the ocean, would suffice to transport them hither. 

Moreover, a species called the dugong is found in the latitude of 

the Cape of Good Hope; and perhaps it is a dugong which Fre

dericlc has CR.ptured. The differences between them are very 

slight, and nearly all the species feecl on the same kind of food

namely, the marine herbs and shells which they contrive, with 

their long teeth, to loosen from the rocks." 

Frederick had by this time finished his task, and while we 

stopped to cut from the sides and back of the monster a few strips 

of his stout hide, he profited by the opportunity to request me to 

add three very useful things to the equipment of bis cajack :-

1st, A compass, with which to direct his course, in case he 

should be driven off the coast by a storm ; 

2nd, A lR.nce ; and, 
3rd, A hatchet, that he might be suitably armed for attack or 

defence. 
I considered these demands very reasonable, and as we had more 

than one sea-compass among our marine instruments, I promised 

my son he should have one to fix on the fore-part of his little skiff, 

so that he might properly guide it in all weathers. As for the 

hatchet ancl spear he also requirell from me, I the more willingly 
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acceded to the request because these two weapons would spare our 

warlike munitions, and becau e they were better suited for boarding 

than a pi tol, or any other fire-arm. 

I wished to take Frederick and his cajack on board our periagna 

to return to Tent-town; but be refuserl., and ·would fain precede 

u , a scout, that he might be the first to announce to his mother 

his safety and our return. I allowed him to have his own way ; 

and though we set out together, he soon forged ahead of us. 

While we were quietly rowing homeward, Ernest, who must 

al ways have the last word on everything, inquired of me lrnw I 

had been able to calculate so exactly the distance which separated 

us from his brother. 

"By a very !<implc method," answered I; "a few facts, known 

to all per ons initiated, however slightly, in the phenomena of 

nature, sufficed to guide me. It is known that light traverses 

space with extreme rapidity, and that it breaks upon the eye of 

rnan with almost instantaneous splendour; so that it bas been 

calculate l to accomplish a distance of 320,000 yards(?) in a second. 

ound, on the contrary, is tran mitted much more slowly, for in 

the ame period of time it does not travel more than 1440 feet. 

" ow, I knew that my pul e, like every healthy and vigorous 

man, beats regularly ixty times in a minute. I counted four 

beats between our first glimpse of the smoke and our hearing the 

report; whence I concluded that we mu t be about 5760 feet di -

tant from Frederick, or a little more than a mile; it was thus I 

wa enabled to tell you with so much certainty that it "·oulcl take 

u. a quarter of an hour to overtake your brother. You will un

der tand," I added, " that unfore een atmospheric circum tances, 

the wind nncl the rain, will ometimes interfere with these calcu

lations, but the difference will not be very important." 

" Another ecret of nature of which I knew nothing," remarked 

my little profc sor, in a tone which bowed hi gratification at 

thoroughly under, tanding me. "But," he continued almost im

mediately, " can "·e al o tletermine from whence the cele tial light 

proceed. and the time it occupies- to reach u ? '' 

" s uredly, ye . Astronomy know. with mathematical exn.ct

ne " the di tancP. which separates our globe from the un an<l the 
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other star1::, whid1 illuminate it. It can prove to you, for example, 
that the sun's rays take eight minutes to arrive at our earth, and 
that those 0£ Sirius require no less than half-a-dozen years. While, 
if an inhabitant of that great star discharged a cannon, we should 
not hear the report until 1::,ix thousand years afterwards." 

" Your example, papa, almost dizzies the brain!'' 
" \Vhat, then, would be yow- confusion if I applied my calcula

tion to all the fixed stars, which are thou ands of times farther off 
from us than Sirius? It is there, my boy, in yonder immense Book, 
in that sublime accumulation of marvels, that you must learn to 
recognize the sovereign Author of all things. It is especially in 
presence of this rnaje tic concord of grand harmonies that the 
littleness of man is felt, and that he should humble himself to the 
dust; for all these stars, scattered like gold-dust over the vault of 
heaven, are perhaps so many inhabited worlds, compared "·ith 
which our globe must appear but as a grain of sanJ in space." 

Meanwhile the progress of the storm had been more rapid than 
I bad expected; we were not half-way home ,vhen the dense black 
cloud·, ma sed on the horizon, suddenly descended in torrents of 
ram. Wind, and lightning, and raging sea! All nature seemed 
confounded in the horrible disorder. Frederick was too far dis
tant from us to rejoin us in the periagua, and I regretted extremely 
that I had not made him come on board, according to my first 
intention. But it was no use to tl1ink of such a thing; the rain 
fell so heavily that \Ve could not even discern him. I ordered 
Ernest and Rudly to put on their swimming apparatus; for we 
took care never to set out on an expedition unprovided with these 
useful articles. I also bade them cling tightly to the fastenings 
of the periagua, that they might not be washed overboard by the 
waves. ..With panic-stricken soul I turned towards Heaven that 
prayerful gaze which Heaven always comprehends, and patiently 
awaited the issue of the storm, endeavouring to resign myself to 
the Divine will. 

The tempest increased, and with it my anxiety increased; the 
waves rose mountains high. Sometimes a gu t of wind raised u 
on their awful crest; a moment afterwards we saw an immense 
cha rn yawn before us, in which our frail bark was swallowed up 
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without leaving any trace of her course. Our sails and oars were 

equally u ·eless, and every moment we feared the periagua would 

break in twain. 
But the duration of the storm was in inverse proportion to its 

fury: it la 'ted but f~r a few minutes, and the waves subsided into 

tranquillity as if by enchantment. The wind fell; though some 

black lowering clouds still hovered over our heads, and kept alive 

our anxiety. The periagua had nobly behaved herself during the 

squall ; she had suffered no damage, notwithstanding the violent 

billows that had dashed against her sides, and made her whirl round 

and round on the angry waters like a feather. 

Our first emotion was that of gratitude. We thanked the mer

ciful Father who had once more saved us; but all anxiety was not 

yet over; Frederick and his cajack were ever present to my mind. 

His boat was so slight ! The ·waves had been so furious ! All 

that I could do was to turn myself once more towards the Lord, 

and implore him to grant me the strength I should stand iu need 

of to support a blow whose full extent I durst not trust myself 

to contemplate. 
We plied our oars with redoubled strength; I took charge of 

the winch which set in motion the mechanical wings of the boat, 

and ere long we arrived off Safety Bay. We pu hed without 

delay into our well-known anchorage, and the first objects which 

pre ented themselves to our gaze were Frederick, Fritz, arnl their 

mother, all three kneeling upon the shore. They had first poured 

out their thanks to God for Frederick's safety, and afterwards had 

joined in earnest prayer for our preservation and speedy return. 

The reader may ea~ily conceive how great was the agony of my 

good Elizabeth; the heart of the wife antl mother was torn with 

anxiety, antl bnt for her incere trust iu God she must have suc

cumbed. 
\Ve leaped ashore in the midst of joyous shouts, and were 

speedily cla ped in the embraces of our beloved ones. l\Iy wife 

had not strength to utter a single word of reproach, though we 

had been guilty of so gro s an imprudence. The gratitude with 

which , he wa animated toward God, who had restored u to her 

safe and 'ound, ab orbed her wholly. 
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Having joined in mutual devotion, we retired into our apart· 

ments to change for dry habiliments the clothes we wore, which 

the rain and sea-water had completely soaked. 

" At length," said Frederick, who was the first to speak, " we 

are once more at home ! Well, I must own that it seems to me 

rather difficult to say how we have got here; yet I felt no fear

as soon as I was satisfied my canoe could not be capsized I grew 

calm, and if a billow came upon me, held my breath until the 

wave had passed, when I found myself in the same position as 

before; I had got quit of it with no greater damage than a few 

mouthfuls of salt-water, which I spat out immediately afterwards. 

But as far as the encl of my navigation is concerned, it was as

suredly not my paddles brought me ashore; a stronger hand than 

mine sustained my cajack on the waves-the band of God," added 

the young man, in a tone of deep sincerity, which I gladly recog

nized. 
"What a day this has been, papa!" continued Frederick, still 

pale with terror; " was it not an awful storm?" 

" As for me," rejoined Rudly, " I have not been so skilful as 

Frederick, but have swallowed a magnificent allowance of sea

water; and I can promise you it is the most detestable drink that 

ever passed down human throat ! " 

"That was your own fault, or nearly so," replied his elder 

brother, "and happened because you opened your jaws to their full 

extent when the ·wave came. What you ought to have done was, 

to have kept your lips close shut, and even, if need were, to have 

bitten them, so that the water could not have entered." 

"I don't pretend to know exactly what I ought to have clone, 

but I could never have gone through such a manceuvre while occu

pied in watching Ernest, who never opened his mouth, but made 

m revenge the strangest grimaces fear ever suggested." 

"Ah, indeed!" replied our professor, somewhat bitterly. "I 

am delighted at having been able to amuse Master Rudly at a 

moment when amusement was not a thing very easily obtained. 

And ho,vever contorted may have been my countenance-what

ever may have been my terror-I do not think I caused much 

embarra sment by my complaints, or by any manifestations of fear." 
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"That is true," 1 interrupte1l; "and if Ernest was afraid, he 

knew how to keep hi thoughts and feelings to himself; he recol

lected that a d,mger is rendered greater and more embarras ing 

than it really is, if we give way to all the fruitless exclamations 

which fear so frequently inspires." 

" o good can be gained," remarked the mother, " by attempt

ino- now toe timate the degree of alarm each one of us experienced. 

One thing is certain-that we were fully justified in our alarm, 

whatever may be the opinion of our little boastful Ru<lly. And 

for my part, I freely acknowletlge that I mrnst have sunk beneath 

the burden of my anxiety if I had not entru ted my spirit to the 

hand. of our Saviour." 

c", And thus you cho e the better part, pious and excellent woman! 

I ow," I added, "that the danger is pa t, and we may cast a 

look behind, let us congratulate ourselves on the solidity of our 

equipment. Our bark-built periagua made head against the storm 

like a hip of the line, and however wild might be the sea, I would 

not he itate to push off in her to the relief of a vessel in dis

tress." 
" ntloubtec11y," cried Frederick, "your prai e of the periagua is 

well deserved, and I willingly grant her the patent of solicli"ty 

whid1 you claim for her; but my cajack should al ·o share in the 

honour of the <lay, for though twice or thrice submerged, nothing 

ha. given way in her frail structure; o that I would not be the last 

to accompany you, my father. Ievertheles.· it would perhaps be 

better not to go out to as -ist the ships, ince for that purpose we 

i>houlcl have to venture out into the open." 

h, well," , ai<l. Rudly, laughing,' what fine life-boat men you 

would make! The shipwrecked mu t take care to be ca,-t away in 

rnlm weather and a mooth sea." 

"'\'\ hy," added. Frederick, pursuing hi idea,-" why should we 

not ered in hark I land a kind of fort, where we might fire at 

need a io·nal-gun? The choe woulcl be repeated through wind 

and rain; the poor creature in cli tre would reply to u , and then 

we might ha ten to their re cue." 

' Ye. ·e. ; and then we should s e the face of man again!" 

repli cl my young people, tr mbling with joy, and carri d. away by 
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tbat strong secret instinct of sociability which binds together all the 
members of the human race;-" men on this coast I men like our
selves! Oh, what happiness it would be!" 

"Assuredly, all this would be very delightful if I had the en
chanted cap of Prince Fortunatus at my disposal, and could quietly 
take a cannon under each arm, just as the bird in tbe old fairy 
tale transported elephants and rhinoceroses in his beak above the 
rocks. Otherwise, I do not exactly see how I am to mount a piece 
of ordnance on the projected fortress in Shark Island. Ah! gentle
men, your imaginations are nimble, and it is truly marvellous to 
see with what happy felicity they override every difficulty. Pesta I 
you propose to construct a fort in the sea, and to mount its battle
ments with cannon,-and how? By the strength of a man, assisted 
by four youths and a woman-the latter undoubtedly a good 
housekeeper, but a complete novice in military engineering!" 

"But it appears to me,'' said my wife, in a slightly ironical 
tone, "that instead of pouring out so many complaints, you ought 
rather to approve of Frederick's projects, for all the difficulties con
trived for you by the imagination of your sons are so many triumphs 
prepared to crown you with laurel!'' 

" Good ! good ! " answered I, laughing ; " but, if you please, we 
will adjourn for the present this last triumph you are kind enough 
to design for me, and will occupy ourselves in securing our boats." 

This work we immediately began ; the periagua was drawn up 
on the sand, the cajack was stowed away in the grotto, and the 
head of the sea-horse, and the strips we had cut of his hide, were 
transported to our workshop, to undergo the requisite preparation 
before they were converted into ornaments for the cajack. 

The rain, meanwhile, had been so heavy that the Jackal River 
had suddenly overflowed, and its waters spreading over the fields, 
had so much damaged some or our buildings as to render necessary 
their immediate repair . 

While we were occupied in surveying the extent of the mischief, 
chance led us to a new discovery-namely, of some little pears, 
about the size of an olive or a small plum, scattered all over the 
sand. Their appearance was so tempting that my children attacked 
them immediately, but scarcely had they touched them with thefr· 
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teeth ere they flung them away in disgust : Master Knips, who 

had also tasted them, showed himself 

equally emphatic in his disapproval. In 

my turn, I was anxious to know what 

this new fruit might really be, and re

cog-nized with much satisfaction that it 
~ CLOVES 

was that of the clove,-a new culinary (Ca111ophyll1is aromaticus). 

treasure to be ranked side by side with the pepper, the cinnamon, 

ancl the other spices which aJready figured in our rago{1ts. 

The clove grows in the folncca Islands, which lie nearly under 

the Equator, and in form and size it resembles our European laurel. 

Its trunk is about eighteen inches in diameter, is bard, branched, 

and clothed with a bark like that of the olive. Its branches, 

which extend horizontally to a considerable distance, are of a bright 

reel colour, and abundantly provided with alternate leaves like 

those of the laurel, full of ribs, and with somewhat wavy edges; 

the leaves are borne on a stalk, about an inch in length; the flowers 

grow in tufts at the extremity of the branches; they are rose-

haped, with four blue petals, and of a very pungent odour. 

In the middle of the flower clusters a number of purplish sta

mens; the calyx is cylindrical, divided into four parts at its ummit; 

of the colour of soot, and aromatic in flavour. After the flower 

ha. dried, it changes into a fruit of the shape of an olive or an 

ovoid, having but one green cap ule-which at fir t is whiti. h, 

afterwards redcli h, antl then a blackish-brown-containing a hard 

oblong almond, marked by a furrow or groove throughout its entire 

length. 
If left upon the tree, it does not fall spontaneously until the 

following year: although its aromatic virtue may be slight, it may 

till serve for planting; and in the space of eight or nine years 

the nut grows into a great fruit-producing tree. 

The Dutch arc accu 'iomed to pre erve the fre h cloves with 

sugar, and on sea-voyage they eat them after meals to a sist 

dige tion, and as an anti-scoTbutic. 

The nuts are gathered before the leaves expand. The sea on 

la t from Odober until February; the picking i tlone by hand. 

Tho e which remain on the upper bough are brought down by 
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long rods, and received in linen cloths spread upon the ground 

beneath the tree. Sometimes they are allowed to drop, after 

the grass has been cleared away with exceeding care. When 

first gathered, the cloves are of a reddish-brown colour, but they 

turn black on drying. They are also exposed on screens to the 

smoke of great fires for a few clays, and thus, it is said, acquire the 

colour which they have when imported. None know better how 

to turn the clove to advantage than the Dutch settlers of Ternate, 

who were at one time its sole cultivators, and supplied all the world 

with this valuable spice. The clove, the cinnamon, aud the nutmeg 

compose the circle in which, to a very large extent, all their com

mercial and industrial activity still revolves. 

In the neigh bourbood of Falcon's est we carried out a serieti 

of ·works intended to guard against fresh ravages, in case another 

hurricane should visit our shores. During this labour, ,ve were 

visited, off the mouth of the Jackal River, by a superb company 

of salmon. We caught a certain quantity, which we salted and 

smoked, and cured according to the ordinary method. We kept a 

few in reserve, and as it were at anchor-so that we could find 

them when wanted-by passing a stout cord through their mouth 

and ears; just in the same fashion as the fishermen treat the stur

geons which thq would fain take alive up the Danube to Vienna. 

" What l" said Fritz, with an air of simple astonishment, "is 

not the salmon a salt-water fish in this country? This is the 

second time we have found it in a fresh-water river." 

" Little one," replied Ernest, professorially, "the salmon belong~ 

as much to the ocean as to the rivers which fl.ow into it. It is 

a superb fish, and its red and tender flesh is worth all the trouble 

we take to secure it. 
" Its head, as you f;Ce, is sharp all(l. small, in comparison with its 

large body. Its mouth is of a tolerable capacity; the upper jaw 

is more elongated when the mouth is closed; it::; nostrils are piercetl 

with two holes, rather nearer the eyes than the snout. It::; eyes, 

situated at the side of the head, are round, with a silvery iris, 

slightly tinged with green, and its eyeball i black. 

"The total lcngtl1 of the salmon is between twenty-eight and 
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thirty inches . Some very curious anatomical observations have 

been made upon its entrails. The localities where this fish 

abounds are the Baltic and the estuaries which empty their waters 

into that sea. The peculiar characteristic which distinguishes it 

from all other fish is its con tant struggle with the current of the 

rivers; it leaps with great agility, and often springs across really 

considerable spaces. Its principal enemy is the leech, which tor

ments and exhausts it by incessant attacks. Hence result, in a 

certain degree, the agility and impetuosity it throws into its leaps. 

" The salmon may be regarded as one of the largest river-fishes 

known to naturali ts; it sometimes equals the thunny in size. 

Individuals weighing thirty and forty pounds are often caught. Its 

skin is somewhat thick; its flesh, on the under-parts, is mingled 

with fat, and e pecially on the belly. This flesh, before being 

cooked, i · of a whiti h tint, and acquires it fine red colour through 

the action or the heat or the salt.'' 

Here Ruclly interrupted the lecture by some ill-timed jest: he 

accused the profe sor of being quite as much of a cook as a man oi 

science; but the latter contented himself with a smile, and replied, 

in a tone of profound di dain,-

" I pity tho. e simpletons who, being unable to rise to the height 

of , cience, console them elve by disparaging it." 

:i\I anwhile we had re urned the peaceable course of our dome. tic 

occupation·, when, one clear calm night, I was suddenly aroused by 

a choru of howls and cri s, a if all the jackals of the eountry, 

and the bears or tigers of the savannah, had invaded our domain 

in a body. I ro. e in alarm, and arming my elf with a fowling

piece, moved toward the gate of the grotto, which we had been 

accu:tomed to leave open, to admit the fresh air during the night. 

FreLlerick had already anticipated me; I found him half-dres eel. 

and preparing also to confront the danger. 

' \Vhat can it be, father?" he sai<l, in an anxious voice; " can 

it be a new inva ion of jackal ? " 

I dis~embled the real fear which I experienced, and endeavoured 

to rea ure my on by ·ugge ting that probably our pigs had 

thought proper to pay n a nocturnal vi. it. I had no i<l.ea I was 

speakina so near the truth. 
(372) 33 
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We 8et forth, aml behold ! we found our dogs and Rudly's jackal 

engaged in combat with two or three boars of prodigious size and 

strength ; a life of liberty in the fields had answered wonderfully 

well with our old sow and her lineage . 

Our first proceeding was to indulge in hearty laughter ; then 

we sought to recall our dogs, but it was no easy task. They had 

fastened on the ears of the unfortunate pigs, and our summons and 

menaces were equally powerless to make them let go. We were 

obliged to force open their jaws with our hands before we could 

put a stop to the battle ; the pigs, released from the constraint 

tl1ey had suffered, never stopped for aclvice or warning, and were 

soon in full flight for the J ackal River, by which they had entered 

into our territories. 

At first I ascribed this invasion to some negligence on our part, 

thinking that the pigs must have found Family Bridge accessible, 

and that we had forgotten to remove its planks. But I was mis

taken: all the planks bad been carried mrny, and the audacious 

acorn-eaters had very skilfully crossed the pass on the posts which 

formed the framework of the bridge. 

This incident convinced me that Family Bridge no longer sut

ficed for our security. Instead of acting as a barrier, it really 

furnished a means of entrance into our domains . For a long time 

I had cherished the idea of a drawbridge; the moment for carrying 

it out seemed now to have arrived. Certes, a drawbridge was no 

small work to undertake; but after building a couple of ships, 

after attempting and successfully completing twenty other enter

prises which bore witness to our intelligence and skill in the art 

of carpentry, I felt that the construction of a bridge ought not to 

dismay us. 
I knew something of swing-bridges; but as I had neither screw 

nor winch-as, moreover, any work of that class would have pre

sented difficulties against which my science would, perhaps, have 

been wrecked, I fixed on the simplest of all drawbridges: between 

two upright posts I constructed an easily-moved platform, and by 

means of two ropes, a lever, and a counterpoi8e, whose force and 

different actions I mutually combined, I attained the object I had 

proposed to myself, arnl we were soon provided with a brillge which 

cul 

•tre1 

J! 

311;1 



THE WORK COMPLETED. 51/i 

could Le rai, ed or lowered without any great expenditure of 

trength. This would be ufficient to ensure u against any incnr

ion of animals, though the Jackal River was neither wide enough 

nor deep enough to oppose any real ob tacle to a more seriou.s 

attack. However this might be, we had not the less embellished 

our tcrritoric with a new chef d'reuvre, and my boys executerl a 

thousand gymna tic exerci es around the po t of the draw

bridge, which they raised and lowered until tired of the nine day.' 
womler. 

Then it met ,vith the fate of every novelty; admiration is so 

quickly exhau ted ! And if they till clomb to the top of the po. ts, 

it wa imply to have the plea ure of seeing from that elevation 

the antelope and gazelle which bounded over the plai11s of 
Falcon' - .i: e. t. 

"How li 0 ·ht and nimble," aid Rudly, "are these graceful 

animal. ! 'l'hey carcely , kim the ground . What a pity we cannot 

tame them or at I a -t get near them without their tarting off 

innnelliately, like a cloud of du t before the wi1Hl ! It ,vould 

be . o plea ant to .ee th m come and quench their thir ·t in the 

brook while we were working on it bank I" 

" To gain thi end," . aid Erne. t, ' we mu. t imitate the inbabi 

ta nts of Georgia in th ir motle or attrncting the buffalo." 
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" Tush!" cried Rudly, " can you not, professor, draw your ex

amples from some place a little nearer ho1ne?" 

" For the world of thought," replied the professor, gravely, 

" distance does not exist; and it would be better, perhaps, to know 

l1ow the Georgians attract their buffaloes, than to reject the process 

without consideration because Georgia is too far off ! " 

" Oh, well, Mr. Professor, we will hear your lecture." 

The professor, who willingly forgot the jests and sarcasms rained 

upon him if he bad an opportunity of holding forth in scientific 

language, began very tranquilly to explain his idea. 

"In the savannahs of North America," said he, (( on the slope 

of the long chain of the Alleghany Mountains, are found at certain 

points beds of marl scattered over the surface of the soil, which 

contain the salts peculiarly relished by wild and domestic animals; 

the buffaloes especially crowd in great numbers around these baits 

prepared for them by Nature's own hand. There the natives lie 

in wait for them, and there they join in a chase as productive as it 

is valuable . 
(( In default of the saline marl and the natural bait, we may, if 

you will," continued our lecturer, (( prepare for the antelopes and 

gazelles a kind of artificial bait, which these graceful animals will 

assuredly patronize. For this purpose we need only mix together 

some porcelain clay and salt." 

((Agreed! agreed!" shouted all the boys unanimously; (( long 

live Professor Ernest, head-master in the academy of Tent-town, 

doctor, librarian, curate of the museum, naturalist, &c. &c. &c." 

To arrange an excursion, and to solicit permission, was the affair 

of a second; and my young headstrong lads promised themselves 

so much pleasure from it, that I had not the courage to contradict 

them. 
(( Thanks, thanks, thanks, papal" was the general exclamation ; 

( an excursion is a great deal more amusing than bridge-building." 

(( I will go and make some pemmican," said Frederick; (. we 

have enough bear's meat left for the purpose." 

"And I," said Rudly, with a mysteriou ness 

him, (( will take a couple of pigeons with me. 

something with them; but what is my secret." 

very unusual to 
I intend to do 
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" And I," added little Fritz, "will look to the harnes ; and if 
Frederick will listen to me, we will take the cajack with us; it 
will glide splendidly over the surface of the lake, and we may suc
ceed, perhaps, in catching some black swans. Ah, that would be 
a noble capture! A pair of black swans would have a fine effect 
in our basin at Falcon's-Nest." 

The weather was pure and serene ; and all things promised my 
young adventurers a delightful and most enjoyable excur ion. 

Frederick repaired to his mother, whom he found busily engaged 
in her kitchen-garden. He saluted her with all the grace of an 
accomplished cavalier, and asked her if she would give him a few 
slices of bear's meat to make some pemmican. 

" Tell me, in the first place," replied his mother, "what is 
pemmican?" 

" A provision well known and much esteemed in orth America. 
It is almo t the sole food of the Canadian trappers. It is composed 
of the fie h of a bear or a deer, macerated and pounded until it is 
reduced to a very small compass." 

"And what is the cause of your sudden Canadian ta tes? The 
di. h, I think, cannot be calculated to prove particularly agreeable 
to an epicure's palate! Bear's flesh, macerated and pounded, 
mu ,t produce a curious article." 

" Ah, mother, our taste originate in an excursion we are going 
to make towards the avannah, and the pemmican is to be our 
travelling provision." 

" What ! " exclaimed our good mother, in a tone of ubdued 
irritation, " another excur ion resolved upon in my absence ! Ah, 
young gentleman, you have found a capital way of anticipating all 
my objection ." 

Frederick then exerci eel all his addre s to persuade bis mother 
that ·l1e had not been excluded from the council; and flattered 
her o ucce fully that the young rogue soon returned with the 
upply of bear' fie. h which he wa in want of. The manufacture 

of the pemmic:an commenced immediately, under Frederick' order 
and (lireetion. 

The fie ·h was pounded kneaded, and afterward· sea.-oned with 
alt arnl pice , and after two days' work had lost half it. origiual 
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volume. I tasted the viand, on which Frederick pronounced a 

pompous eulogium; it did not appear to me absolutely bad. 
The young adventurers then gathered the bags, panniers, and 

all the utensils which were likely to be useful. Even our old 
sledge came in for a turn; it was taken off the cannon-wheels on 
wl1ich it had been mounted, and crammed full of baggage. The 
cajack, the provisions, the powder and shot, the bow and arrows
nothing was forgotten; a supply of rice and salt was also taken, 
and twenty other articles which I had omitted. A caravan about 
to plunge into the deserts of Arabia could not have made greater 
or more complete preparations. 

The morning of departure arrived. Everybody was up before 
daybreak. Ruclly, without saying a word, stole into the dove-cote, 
and took from it several pairs of European pigeons. They be
longed to the kind called demi-bees. These have a ring of red 
round their eyes, and are included in the family which Buffon 
has named Oolumbre titrcicce. 

" Well," said I to the young adventurer, as he placed with great 
care his timid and frightened pigeons in their basket, " it appears 
that you gentlemen do not intend to be contented with your 
Canadian viands, and are taking due precautions in consequence; 
but I fear you have made a very poor choice, and that the flesh of 
these old pigeons won't be much better than the pemmican." 

The young rascal eyed me laughingly, and made no answer to 
my remark. Only, just as they were about to start, I saw him 
whispering mysteriously with Ernest; but they were so secret in 
all their arrangements, that I was compelled to remain contented 
in my ignorance, with the certainty that they were preparing for 
me some surprise. 

At length they set out ; their mother repeated to them several 
times her advice to be prudent; we embraced them, and they soon 
disappeareJ. in a cloud of dust, with their steeds and the sledge. 
Ernest remained at home with his mother and me; I took him to 
f\Ssist me in the construction of a machine which I bad long medi
tated, and which my wife mgently solicited me to undertake ;-a 
sugar-pressing mill to extract from the canes the juice they con
tained. We set to work without the 1oss of a moment. The 
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machine, composed of three upright cylinders, differed little from 

ordinary crushing-mills, except that I so planned it as to render 

it capable of being worked by our animals, and to dispense with 

our own labour. 
Our task naturally led us to talk of the manufacture of 

sugar. 
" A few more improvements," said Ernest, laughing, " and we 

shall soon have at Tent-town a complete sugar-refinery." 

"Wait awhile," answered I; "between a refinery and our 

mechanical crushing-mill there exists a wide interval, and I do 

not think we shall succeed very readily in bridging it over. For 

the manufacture of sugar, workshops, utensils, and a mass of 

materials are required, which our scanty means forbid us to think 

of." 
" So I should think," answered the professor; "though, to tell 

the truth, I have but very imperfect notions about sugar and the 

proce ses by which the sweet thick juice we extract from these 

canes i converted into a white and solid matter, crystallized, pure, 

l h . . " arn s mmg. 
This phrase, in Ernest's mouth, was equivalent to a formal 

reque t that I would recall to mind all the facts I knew about 

sugar, aud make it the subject of a detailed dissertation. I <lid 

not allow my little professor to remain long unsatisfied. 

~ UGAR," I began, "comes from the plant 
you know of, the sugar-cane, on 
which we have just been exerc1 mg 
our industrial capacity. 

" The sugar-cane is easily culti
vated and propagated ; it i only 

neces ary to lay the canes in the 
furrow,, and from each knot springs 

a shoot, which soon becomes the 

::;tock of a new tem. In from nine to ten months it arrives at 

maturity. It i then cut; the leave are thrown aside, and the 

canes cru heJ. under roller of very hard wood; the liquor whieh 

flows forth, and is called the 'honey of the cane,' i -sugar. 
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" The fast thing now to be done with the honey of the cane is 
to boil it: this operation ought to be in tantaneous; at the end 
of twenty-four hours it grows rather sharp, and soon afterwards is 
changed into vinegar. 

A SUGAR PLANTATION. 

"It is boiled for a whole day, water being poured into it from 
time to time, and the seething mass being skimmed; the froth 
thu. obtained is used for fattening animals . Still further to 
cleanse the imgar, it is mixed with a strong ley of wood-ashes and 
quicklime, and again skimmed continually; afterwards, the liquor 
is strained through a cloth. 

"The residuum, in some places, serves as food for swine; in 
others, it is diluted with water, allowed to ferment, and made into 
wrne. The liquor is boiled anew; the ebullition is kept down by 
dropping in a few • poonfuls of oil, for the smalle t quantity of 
acid would prevent the sugar from cry tallizing and acquiring a 
Ro lid consistency. 

"While still ,,·arm the liquor is µoured into earthen moulds, 
Rhaped like holl ow cones, rounded at the two extremities anrl 
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open at either end-the little aperture at the apex being stopped 

up with wood, straw, or linen. All the proces es which take 

place in the preparation and refining of sugar tend to free the 

e.' ence from a honey-like sugar which would injure its whiteness, 

finnne s, and the finene s and glitter of its grain. The little 

aperture, then, is opened to permit the honey-like sugar to flow 

through; while over the upper part of the mould is poured a clear 

pa te made of white clayey earth. The water takes up the gluti

nou sub tance of the earth, and percolates through the body of 

the . ugar, wa;:;hing the small grains, and purifying them of their 

honied juice. 
"After forty day., the sugar is sufficiently dry and olid; it 

has acquired a reddi h-browu colour, ancl i then called clayed red 

sugar (. ucre tene rouge). If it is of a gray-whitish colour, and 

in friable morsels, it is named muscovado-this is the material of 

which all the other kinds of sugar are made. When the muscovado 

ha undergone afre h nearly all the operations I have just described, 

it i till further purified, and becomes cassoriacla, the best of 

which is white and dry, and has an odour of violet. Ca sonada, 

purified in the same manner, either by the whites of eggs or by 

bullock's blood, yield the refined sugar, or sugar royal, so named 

on account of it purity and shining grain. 

' Thi ugar, when very dry, produces, on being struck by the 

finger, n. kind of ound; and, if truck or rubbed in the darkness 

with a knife, give forth a pho phoric gleam. 

" Twelve hundred pounds of refined sugar will not yield more 

than ix hundred pounds of ugar royal. 

' The honied liquor which di. tils through the moulds docs not 

o-row thicker than honey; which is the rea. on it is called ' honey 

of . ugar,' 'remel,' and, more commonly, 'melasse,' or 'mola es.' 

u 0 ·ar-cancly i simply ugar melted everal time and then cry tal

lized · it i both white and reel. In Holland a very extensive 

commerce i. carried on in all kind of ugar ·-e. pecially tho e of 

the Ea:-.t Imlic., Brazil, Barbadoe. , Antigua, Saint Domingo, 

Iartinique and unnam. Brazil ugar i.' not ·o white a that 

of Barbadoe, ,Jamaica, and t. Domingo, and i , thicker and 
· 1 ,, lllore 01 y. 
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While we were engaged in tranquil dissertations, our young 
adventurers pursued their journey, marching in the direction of 
the savannah. The occupations of the first few days were after
wards described by themselves in the following language:-

They had traversed the intervening space between Family 
Bridge and the country which we had christened Woodland or 

Hermitage, where they intended to pass the remainder of the day, 
when, on approaching the farm, they suddenly heard in the dis
tanee a succession of sounds like the accents of the human voice. 
It was a kind of prolonged laughter, but with something sinister 
in its tone. The animals halted with every sign of alarm, the 
dogs began to howl, and the ostrich, mo:;t terrified of all, flew in 
the direction of the Swan Lake, with a rapidity ·which the voice 
and exertions of its rider were powerless to control. 

The same accents continued to make themselves heard. and the 
bull and onager showing signs of agitation, Frederick and his 
brother were obliged to spring to the ground. 

"There must be some ferocious animal yonder," said Frederick 
to his brother; "our steeds will take to flight if we don't contrive 
to fasten them up; and, judging from their terror, the animal 
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mu i be a lion or a tiger, or some similar beast. Go a few steps 

forward, while I tie up the bull and onager; and if you catch 

igbt of anything, return to me rn all haste, and then we will 

decide on what steps we had better take. If it must be so, we 
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will remount our charcrers, and fly a fa t a' we can; unfortunately . 

Hullly has taken the opposite direction." 

Fritz immediately cized his gun, thrust a couple of pi tols into 

hi belt, called F olb ancl. Brnun to his ide, and began to walk 
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very quietly in the direction whence, at intervals, the extraordinary 
bughter prevailed. 

He had not gone more than thirty paces, stooping, and walking 
with the utmost caution, when he discovered through the wood 
an enormous hyrena, which, having worried one of our sheep, wa~ 
on the point of devouring it; the blood trickled from its lips, and 
it uttered a kind of yelp of savage joy, like a half-choked burst of 
laughter. 

The appearance of the little hunter did not disturb the monster 
in his hideous repast, and while rolling his flaming eyeballs, he 
continued to tear his prey; Fritz, however, wm1ted neither cour
age nor presence of mind . He placed himself behind a tree, took 
aim at the animal, and :fired two barrels-and with so much good 
luck that he shattered the hyama's fore-paws, and pierced the 
hyrena's chest. The dogs then intervened-their terror changed 
to rage-and a most terrible combat arose between them and the 
hya:ma, whose double wound had augmented his ferocity. The 
air was rent with confused howlings, barkings, and horrible cries; 
blood flowed; our dogs pressed in upon the enemy, but received 
numerous severe wounds. 

Frederick, having fastened up the onager and the bull to a· tree, 
ran up at the sound of the double report, just as the two dogs 
flung themselves on the baffled monster. He would fain have 
terminated the struggle with a single shot, but this was impossible, 
for to have hit the hyrena would have been to hit the dogs. So 
the two lads were corn,trained to look on, and await the naturai 
issue of the fray . Folb seized the hyrena by the throat, and 
Braun by the muzzle; and with steadfast grasp they clung to 
him, until his strength was exhausted, and he fell lifeless to tbe 
ground. My sons uttered a joyous shout, and hastened to recall 
their brave and sturuy dogs; they dressed the wounds they had 
received, anointing them with hydromel and bear's-fat which they 
had taken with them to eat. 

Soon afterwards, Rudly returned. He had extricated himself 
with difficulty from the middle of the riee-field into which the 
ostrich had run for refuge, and had had to use the greatest exertions 
before that frightened creature could be induced to retrace his steps. 
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On seeing the monster which his brothers had courageou ·ly 

conquered during hi· abi:;ence, Rudly gave full reins to hi adruira

tion, though he had not shared in the achievement. 

In fact, the hyrena, with his tawny mane, bri ·tling with coarse 

black hair, his paw, armed with sharp nails, his muzzle elongated 

like that of a wolf, his eyes small, round, and red, is one of those 

beasts of prey which pos ess a more than ordinary degree of 

ferocity. 
The hyrena is nearly of the size of a wild boar, but his body 

is shorter and more compact; he bas a very square and short 

head; his ears are long, straight, and narrow; and his legs, 

e pecially the hind ones, are of great length; his eyes are placed 

like tho e of a dog; the hair of his body is long; the mane of a 

dull grayish hue, mixed with a little black and yellow in trani:;

versal wave . 
Of all quadrupeds he is perhaps the only one which has only 

four toes on the hind as well as the fore feet. 

Thi wild and solitary animal inhabits the mountain-caves, the 

rece :es of the rock , and the dens which he excavates under 

the earth. othing can subdue bis natural ferocity, and though 

taken young, he cannot be tamed. He lives by prey like the 

wolf, but i stronger and much more courageou. ; he ometimes 

attack men, fling himself upon the cattle, follows in the track of 

the flock , and break open under cover of night the cloors of the 

. tall. and table ; his eye glow like coals of fire in the darknes , 

and it is pretended that be can ·ee better by night than by day. 

The hyrena defends him~elf agairn;t the lion : he fears not the 

]Janther and provokes the lynx. \Vhen prey fail him, he digs 

up the earth with his claws, and feeds on the corpse of men and 

the carca ', e of animal. . He i found in nearly all the warm 

latitude of A ·ia and frica. 

The· capture of thi animal was, undoubtedly, one of the mo. t 

heroic action which we had. performed since our settlement on 

the i ' land. 

When my ·on had condncted. their caravan to ~r oollland, 

c· where they intended to e tabli ·h them elve temporarily, they re-
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THE SPOTTED HYlENA (Hycena crocuta). 

turned for their spoil, and transported it to Woodland m their 

sledge. The whole of the following day was devoted to skinning 

the animal, and putting the skin through the first process requi ite 

for its preservation. 

IIILE our three boys were thus en

gaged, my wife, Ernest, and myself 

were seated peaceably under the 

domed roof of our grotto. 
"Where are my brothers?" said 

Ernest ; " I predict that ere long we 

shall have news of them." 
" Why do you think so?" answered 

his mother. 

" \Vho knows? I belirve in dreams," an. werecl 110, laughing, 

" and 1 dreamed-'' 

_liJ 
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" Pshaw ! your dreams are a fine authority ! " 

While they were thus merrily chatting, a bird, whose species 

we could not distinguish on account of the growing darkness, 

glided through the open doorway of the pjgeon-house. 

:, Shut the door! shut the door!" cried Ernest, "anLl to-mor

row morning we shall see who our new guest is . Who knows?

he is perhaps a courier from ew Holland, with de, patches under 

his wing from Sydney and Port Jackson, in whose neighbourhood 

you think our island lies." 

"What wild fancy is this? Post, despatches, news, courier

what whim has seized you this evening, Ernest?" 

" Oh, nothing, nothing," he replied, in a tone und with an 

air of indifference ; "it was just the arrival of yonder pigeon re-

ARRIER PIOEo~ 1Culumba tubellaria). 

minded me of what I had read of the ancient Greeks arnl Roman 

who cone. ponded did they not ?-by mean of traveller-pigeons 

I it nnt a real fact?" added Erne t. 
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" Undoubtedly," answered I. " Of all the denizens of the world 
of air, there is not one who can compare ·with the pigeon for travel

ling great distances. The bird is essentially a traveller. Besides 
those pigeons which are trained to the office of courier, naturalists 
speak of a particular species which willingly accomplishes the 
passage from the Alleghany Mountains to the Scottish Highlands. 

The history of these pigeons is exceedingly curious; but instead 
of relating it from memory, I will read it to you as described in a 
French work I have been lately reading." 

I fetched the book I spoke of from the captain's library, and 
read as follows :-

'rIIE CARRIER PIGEON. 

- "'~o t~1is specie~ of pigeon some of our nat~ral-
~ .-. 1stshaveg1venthenameofOoliimbamigra

toria-that is, "travelling pigeon;'' aml 
its habits fully justify this appellation, 
though it is not sufficiently characteristic. 
Sometimes dwelling near the Gulf 01 
Mexico, and sometimes visiting tho 
shores of Hudson's Bay, it traverses in 
its excursions upwards of seven hundred 

leagues, measured on the meridian 1 its range, however, in longi
tude, is not so extensive, and it never passe::s beyond the great 
chain of the Rocky Mountains, its western limits. 

A few more adventurous individuals, or, perhaps, not more ad
venturous, but accidentally driven beyond the regions they 
usually frequent, wing their way across the ocean even to the coast 
of Scotland. Their power of flight and range of vision are extra
ordinary: from the great elevation they attain in the air, they 
detect on the trees below the fruits which form their food-the 
berries of the juniper and the airelle-and when they halt in their 
course, it is not for any empty purpose. 

As they fly in numerous compact flocks, in such multitudes 
that they sometimes obscure the light of the sun, their swiftness 
can be calculated by the same means as that of the clouds; and 
it is asserted that they do not accomplish lei:;s thA.n five-and-twenty 
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I ':.tgue:s per hour. If human industry could make these rapill 

~onrsers ub ervient to its needs, telegraphs* ·would become nearly 

useless-a me sage could be transmitted from Zurich to Berlin in 

l:alf u (lay. 

These birds are admirably fitted for their long voyages by the 

form and structure of their body. Their wings are proportionally 

longer than in any other species of the same genus; their broad 

forked tail acts as a rudder, and is adapted to the extent and force 

of their wings. 
A to the colours of their plumage, and their di tribution, a 

very great difference is noticeable between the two sexes ; the 

mode t exterior of the female contrasting with the brilliant deco

ration of the male as vividly as that of ordinary domestic hens 

compare~ with the re ·plendent plumage of the cock. If the e 

carrier pigeon could be accu ·to med to the edentary life of the 

dove-cote and the pigeon-hou e, they would form another orna

ment for country dwelling . The male i not only much hand

somer, but aL o much larger than hi mate; from the beak to the 

t . tremity of the tail he mea. ure nearly two feet in length; his 

head i of a :laty blue; the wing. and upper part of the body are 

blue, be. prinkled with black and brown ·pot. ; the breast is of the 

colour of a reddi ·h nut; the neck i: em Lelli hed with the mo:st 

.. This was written before the introduction of the electric telegra.ph, which has placed 
the li~htning at ma.n's service, :in,1 far outstrips th e speed of any bird. 

Ji2 
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brilliant hues-gold, emerald, purple, a glowing scarlet, displaying 

themselves in all their lustre ; the belly is a pure white; the legs 

and feet are of a fine red, while a broad streak of shining black 

traverses the entire length of the tail. 

The distinctive and dominant characteristic of this specieR 

appears to be a warm love of society. You meet with no isolated 

individuals; in remote excursions no stragglers fall behind; their 

troops cover an immense space when they set forth to seek in 

the forests a place which will fnrnish them with their subsistence. 

An eminent author has estimated at some hundreds of millions 

one of these winged legions which he encountered on the banks of 

the Ohio; and his calculation, far from being exaggerated, descends, 

perhaps, very much below the actual reality. 

In truth, this cloud of birds extended oYer an area of about 

seven thousand five hundred feet, and as its passage did not occupy 

le s than three hours, it must have measured in length fully seventy

five leagues, or 450,000 yards. Now; if ·we allow but two birds 

to each cubic yard, the band must have been composed of one 

thousand two hundred millions (1,200,000,000) of birds; but so 

dense was the army, that it actually cast a shadow on the earth. 

The clang of all the moving pinions was astounding ancl 

Jrowsily monotonous. 

It should be observed that these immense movable columns 

are formed by the re-union of a very great number of distinct 

troops-distinct, but all having a common aim, and executing the 

same manceuvres in the same localities. They have also the 

singular habit of selecting one iclentical roosting-place at the reu

dezvous where they arrive in the evening, sometimes from a great 

distance-and which they quit in the morning to seek for foo<l.. 

The forest which receives these travellers into its bosom is but ill 

repaid for its hospitality; for they swoop down on the trees so 

impetuou::,ly, and in such great numbers, that the 8trouge t 

branches are broken, and give way beneath their burden. It is 

as if a violent storm had struck that part of the fore::,t with re

peated blows. 
A calculation has been made of the nourishment daily consumc<l 

by a legion of pigeons, rellucing each inrlividual to a very moderate 
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ration, for they eat frequently and eat heartily. It is (lifficnlt to 
accept the result of this calculation, that one of these winged 

peoples, established in the depths of the forest, would consume four 
or five times as much as the most populous of the European capi
tals, without taking any account of the actual weight of their food. 
It is not astonishing, however, that at the glimmer of dawn thi;:; 

population should disperse to put under contribution an area equi
valent to that of several Swiss cantons. 

Some divisions of the great army fly to a considerable di tance · 

in que t of spoil, anJ. are con equently delayecl U11til late, "but this 
circum ta.nee does not prevent them from returning regularly to 
their u ·ual roost. This place of repose has been selected with 

prudence, and with all po sible secrecy, afar from the ordinary 
abodes of the natural enemies of these peaceable-minded birds ; 

but no precautions will suffice against their most dangerous foes, 
the merican settlers . 

Immediately that a pigeon's roo ting-spot has been discoveretl, 

preparation are ha tily made for an expedition of some duration, 

and which will oceupy everybody. Besides the indispen able pro

vi ions, munitions, and arm , empty barrels are tran ·ported in 

light carts, besides a quantity of salt, and some household utensils. 

The whole family sets out on the march, taking with them their 
domestic animals. When the hunters are all a embled, they con
cert among them -elves certain ignals of warning and guidance: 
e'tabli ·h a kind of police for the general safety and common inter

e ·t, and the campaign open . 
The fu illade commence in the evening, and lasts a: long as it 

victim are di cernible . Early in the morning, and after the birds 

have departed, the marksmen-or, should we ay, murderers?

proceed to gather their spoil , though often anticipated, to some 
.·tent, by the voracious animals of the country, both birds and 

t1muhupeds. 
During the day enormou · heap::, of dead pigeons impo e an oner

on ' ta k on the per ·ons charged with plucking, preparing, and 

toring them. IIo,,·ever, the han'e ·t i · not yet complete; a por

tion is 10ft to the gleaner ; that i ·, to the pigs, which, a long as 
the campaign ht:, li\'e only on pigeon ·, and rapidly fatten on such 
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delicious fare. If the expedition is not at too great a dit-tance 

from the towns, their markets are abundantly supplied with this 

game, which the most fastidious epicures do not despise. At New 

York we have seen a vessel entirely loaded with this novel kind of 

merchandize; and the feathered cargo has found a ready and advan

tageous sale. 

The life of the unfortunate pigeons is, therefore, a successioL of 

perils and fatigues. Wben attacked in their resting-places, they 

are just entering upon the breeding and training of a new genera

tion, and during this period .they are compelled to seek a per

manent domicile, to abandon their remote expeditions; but the 

different societies, though subdivided, are not dissolved, and their 

nests, placed as close as possible to one another, cover all the 

trees of an extensive forest. In the State of Kentucky, one of 

these establishments has been found to cover a space of more than 

a league in breadth, and more than sixteen leagues in length. All 

the nests are simultaneously occupied at the beginning of April ; 

towards the end of May the little ones begin to :fly, and the ·whole 

host commences its long migrations. 

Each couple has, it is said, three broods in a year, and very fre

quently three nests to construct. As soon as their breeding-places 

are discovered, which is not difficult, man prepares his agencies of 

destruction ; the hunters arrive in the forest a few days before the 

usual epoch of the departure of the host ; armed with hatchets, 

and carrying with them, as in their former expedition, all their 

household, and all that is necessary for an encampment of several 

days. The trees are felled, and all the nests constructed among 

their foliage simultaneously drop. The despairing cries of the 

victims, the noise of the falling trees, the loud clang of wing·

as the fathers and mothers hover about their unfortunate progeni

ture until compelled by famine to quit the spot-the redoubled 

strokes of the hatchets, and the warning shouts of the woodcutters, 

corn bine in one deafening carnival. 

The young pigeons are at this time very fat, and the American 

settlers have learned from the natives ]1ow this fat may be turned 

to advantage; they collect it, melt it, and pref.>erve it in pots, with 

which tl1ey take care to supply themselves. One great tree, 

m 
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loaded with ne. ts and young bird , will Rometimes suffice to fur

nish a family ,vith a provision of fat for several month . 

The carrier pigeons of America can only cling to their tradi

tional hahits in the immense forests of the interior, beyond the 

j.Jleghauy 1\fountai1rn; tlie bands which venture ea tward of tlii1-, 

chain encounter a o-reater number of enemie on their pa. sage, 

without finding uch secure asylum . When hunger compel them 

to toop down on the cultivated plain they fall victim· to a 

weapon even more fatal than the fowling-piece; the pea. ant, 

pread their net , and at a single stroke frequently capture several 

hundred pri. oners. All the village ru. he to the cha. e, and the 

Hound of mu. ketry only cea:es when the winged ho, t has pa ed 

out of range. Pigeon are then eaten at every repa. t, without the 

uniformity of the bill of fare appearing to fatigue or displea e ; but 

the merican have long cea, ed to be condemned to . uch a monotony 

of Yiand:. The time i. pa. t when the cha. e of pas. enger pigeon. 

could be regardell a. productive. A population ha. increased in 
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t11e interior of the continent, these birds have found themselves re

. tricted to a much narrower area ; they have been unable to keep 

up their societies; and as their range grows more and more limited. 

their numbers will more and more diminish; they will be com

pelled to change their manners-now-a-days so interesting and 

remarkable-and to live in the American forests like the ring-doves 

in those of Europe, confounded with other species of the same 

genus, and exciting no particular curiosity. 

Here I paused. Ernest chatted for some time longer, and 

made several apt remarks on the migratory instinct of the pigeons 

whose history I had been relating. But in his remarks. and in 

every word he uttered, a kind of reserve was eviclent, which I found 

myself unable to penetrate . I addressed to him several questions. 

"To-morrow! to-morrow!" was the only answer he made us; 

and we were not long in retiring to rest . 

Next day, Ernest was up and about before me, and had paid his 

visit to the pigeon-house, before it had even occurred to me that 

some great secret was there concealed. I said nothing to him 

about it, and when, after the first tasks of the day were completed, 

l announced that breakfast was ready, Ernest made his appearance, 

holding in his hand a paper folded and sealed like an official de

spatch, which he presented to us with a profound bow, saying,-

" Noble and gracious sovereigns of this domain : 

"You will be pleased to excuse, in your great bounty, your post

master of Tent-town for the unfortunate delay which has occurred 

in the transmission of despatches from Sydney, Port Jackson, and 

all the coast of New Holland. The packet-boat has been delayed, 

and only arrived at a late hour yesterday evening. This is the 

reason we could not deliver until now the letters which it brought 

for you." 
His mother and myself could not refrain from laughing at this 

burlesque exordium. 

"\Vell, sir," answered I, willing to carry on the jest, "how 

fare our subjects of Sydney, Port Jackson, and New Holland? 

Mr. Secretary, we charge you to open our despatehes, ancl read 

them to us ancl our loving spouse." 
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At the e words, Ernest unfolued in all its amplitude the paper 

v.·hieh he held, and in as loud and sonorous a tone as possible read 

a follows:-

" The GovERNOR-GENERAL OF NEw SoU'I'H W .ALES to the GOVERNOR OF 

TENT-TOWN, FALCON'S-NEST, vVooDL.A.NDS, THE FIELD OF TITE SUGAR

CANES, and the Territories thereto contiguous, sends GREETING,-

" NOBLE AND FAITHFUL ALLY,-We learn with displeasure that thirty 

men, whom we suppose to be subjects of yours, have set out to establish 

themselves in the Desert; a step which cannot fail to inflict great injury on 

the large and small game of the province. We have also been apprised that 

numerous terrific hyamas, as frightful as they are pernicious, have traversed 

the limits of our demesnes, and committed extensive depredations among 

the uomestic animals of our people. Consequently we invite you, on the 

one hand, to recall your famished hunters, and on the other to take the 

neces ary measures for expelling these hyrenas and all beasts of prey, and 

exterminating them throughout the whole extent of your government, or at 

least restraining them within suitable boundaries. 

"Upon this, I pray God, your Excellency, that he will take you into his 

holy keeping. 
" Done at Sydney-Cove, Port Jackson, on the 12th of the month, and 

in the 34th year of the Colony. 
" Signed by the Governor, 

" PrrILIP PHILIPSON." 

E T stopped, laughing, as if to judge of the 

effect this extraordinary missive had produced 

upon us. General Philip on did not perplex 

me much; but there was such an air of con-

istency and vraisc1nblarice about the jest, that 

my curiosity was vividly excited. My son 

enjoyed my embarra ·ment, but as he performed a somersault to 

express his delight after the usual manner of children, another 

paper dropped out of his pocket. I was on the point of seizing 

and opening it, when he checked me, aying,-

" Another de patch I This comes from W ooclland. ; perhaps 

it will be le s pompous than the official letter of General Philip

on; but, perhap , it will also be of a more truthful character. 

Li ten, then, to the de patch from Woodlands." 

" For pity's .·ake, explain this prolongeil enigma. Di(1 your 
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brother leave a letter with you before setting out, and request you 

not to hand it to me until to-day? But this hyi:ena, what is the 

truth about it? Has Ernest discovered any indicatiom of the 

presence of that ferocious animal ? Can he have conceived the 

rash project of attacking the monster, without 'Ilaking me 

acquainted with it?" 

"No; this is a letter from Frederick," answered Ernest," which 

my pigeon, yesterday evening, brought to me under its wing." 

"Ah, blessings on you, my little professor," cried his mother, 

embracing him; "blessings on you, for so happy and excellent 

an idea I-But this hyrena-read quick, Ernest, read to us your 

brother's letter." 

" I vrill read it this time," said he, " without altering a word." 

FREDERICK'S LETTER. 

"BELOVED PARENTS, AND YOU, MY DEAR ERNEST,-

" I have to tell you that on our arrival in the district of Woodlands. we 

hn,ve been welcomed by an hyrena of great size and handsome aspect, who 

has devoured several of our sheep, and undoubtedly more than one wild 

goat. 
"Fritz has given signal proof 0f his skill and intrepidity ; to him alone 

belongs the honour of having brought the monster low, and we are now 

happily delivered from all apprehension of his ravages. We have spent 

nearly the whole day in preparing his skin, which is very beautiful, and 

will prove very useful to us. 

" Pemmican is, beyond all question, the most detestable food with which 

any poor travellers were ever cursed. 

" Farewell : we embrace all three of you in tender affection. 
'' FREDERICK." 

" A genuine hunter's letter l " I exclaimed ; "but how could 

this hyama have penetrated into our territories? Can our palisade 

have been again overthrown? This thought torments me srngu

larly." 
"My poo·r children! " said their mother, her eyes swimming 

with tean:; ; " may God watch over them, and restore them to me 

safe and sound l Had ,ve not better Rtart immediately to their 

assistance? Or will you wait a little longer?" 

"The latter appears to me the better course," remarked Ernest, 
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" for I have no doubt we shall receive this everung another lE:tter, 

with fuller detail., which will assist us in coming to a decision." 

And, in truth, after dinner, a new pigeon entered the pigeon

house. Ernest, who was on the watch, lost not a moment in 

shutting up the pigeon-house, and removing from beneath the 

winer oi the aerial traveller the despatch which he brought. Then 

he rejoined us "·ith radiant face. The telegram run as followR :-

" The night has passed quietly 
v,,r eat her fine. 
Voyage upon the lake in the cajack. 

Capture of fine black swans. 
Several new animals discovered. 
Appearance and sudden flight of an aquatic Least. whose 

genus is wholly unknown to us. 

To-morrow at Prospect Hill. 

Take care of yourselves. 
Your sons.-

FREDERICK, RunLv, and FmTz." 

'' This i. truly a telegraphic clespatch 1" , aid I , laughing; " it 

1, so concise; our hunters find it easier, I fancy, to harnlle a gun 

than to turn a phra e. ot the less does their missive set my 

mind at ea, e; if they have had a good night, the hyrena killed by 

Fritz was the only one in the country." 

1\Iy wife was also more composed, and we agreecl to delay a 

little before setting out to rejoin our sons. Their letter was, 

indeed, an exact summary of all that they had done and achieved 

, ince their departure; but it was , o concise that I han. need of t11e 

ulterior explanations which they gave us viva voce to comprehend 

thoroughly it variou particular, . I continue here the llarrative 

which I ohtainecl from my . on. at a later (late. 
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Trrn EXPEDITION TO vV OODLANDS. BY FREDERICK, FRITZ, AND 

RunLY. 

from the dangerous neigh
bourhood of the hyama, they bad 
undertaken to explore the Swans' 
~farsh, and to submit it to a general 
battue . For this purpose Frederick 
had taken his cajack, and his brothers 
followed him, keeping as near the 
edge as possible. 

The black swans proved a preciorn:; 
treasure to our hunters; so they immediately paid their attentiorn; 
to those beautiful and graceful animals. A springe of iron wire 
attached to a bamboo was the implement by which they hoped to 
catch these birds and draw them to the shore; but they only caught 

three young cygnets in this fashion; the old ones were too strong, 
and defended themselves valiantly with great blom, of their 
wmgs. 

After the swans, a bird of n, new species attracted the cupidity 
0£ our young sportsmen; to judge by its majestic port and noble 
motion it was the king of the marsh; its head was adorned with a 
crown, and bridled itself like a creature conscious of a lofty dignity 

and a recognized authority. This noble exterior excited Fred
erick's admiration, and the beautiful bird received the la.·so with

out suspicion ; it was hauled ashore ; its paws and wings were 
tied; and it was deposited by the side of the young s,vans. 

While my three sons were thus occupied around their magnifi
cent prey-which Ernest afterwards declared to be the royal heron 
-an extraordinary animal suddenly emerged from the reedy depths, 

and passing near them, gave them a start of surprise and alarm. 
This animal was about the size of a colt, but in form nearly re

sembled the rhinoceros; but it had not on its nose the horn or 
tu k which distinguishes the latter; its upper lip projected 
strangely, and all its body was of a brown colour. My three 
hunters were no very eminent naturalists, but this did not prevent 
them from christening the strange beast which they now saw for 
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the fin;t time, and they decided, for want of a better name, that it 

was the tapir or anta of America. 

The tapir i an animal found in Guiana and Brazil. The form 

of its body is not unlike that of a pig; its upper jaw terminates in 

a ctuved proboscis, inclining dowmvards; its mouth bristles with 

four great teeth ; its eyes are small, it ears round and pendent, its 

tail short, pyramidal, and hairless. Its legs resemble those of the 

wild boar; its fore-feet are garnished with four blackish claws; its 

hind-feet have but three. 

The hair of the tapir is short, and spotted with white in the 

animal's early years; afterwards it acquires a dark uniform brown 

colour. 
The tapir is a swimming quadruped, and dives with great 

agility. It will pa under water for a very considerable distance, 

and by this means often eludes the hunter's pursuit. 

It is an amphibious animal ; some naturalists assert that it 

leeps all day under the water, and takes advantage of the night to 

seek its food in the fore ts. 

Its name of anta was first bestowed upon it by the Portuguese. 

The American native are very partial to its flesh, which they 

think equal to beef in taste and nutritiousness: they also utilize 

its skin, employing it to cover their shields, after stretching it 

thoroughly, and clrying it in the sun. 

Frederick, it is true, did not pos ess all these details respecting 

the animal in que tion, but he was equally anxious to pursue it in 

hi, cajack: it swam with such rapidity, however, that my son was 

compelled to renounce the enterprise. 

During this time, Rudly and Fritz had started for the hut with 

their black cygnets and beautiful royal bird, which even in it· 

bond pre erved something of the dignity of its rank . On their 

way they fell in with a company of cranes ,d1ich flew above their 

head , clapping their wings and uttering loud cries ; they made a 

superb booty without having recour e to their guns, anrl u, ing only 

their bow . They were provided with long arrows, terminating in 

a triangular heacl, which owed their efficacy to the strin~. be-

me3.rcd with glue waving r0und the haft. These, a the dart 

hurtlerl through the air adherec1 to the wrngs and feet of birds 
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untouched by the iron, so that not infrequently a single arrow 

brought to the ground a twofold prize. By these ingenious means 

they also caught a couple of fine birds, named Nmnidian rnafrlen,~ 

( demoisel1es de Iumidie), which were included m the flight of 

cranes. 

SHOOTING CRANER. 

Frederick, on rejoining his brothers, was somewhat piqued at 
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the sight of their unexpected spoil; while be also felt somewhat '"~ 

ashamed of his failure against the monster of the marsh. He 

burned to retrieve his honour and repair the check his reputation }Jt 

as a skilful hunter had sustained. Calling his dogs to his side, 

and accompanied by his eagle, he made for the guava-tree grove; 'I 

in less than a quarter of an hour his dogs started a covey of the 
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finest birds he had ever seen: they belonged to the pheasant 

family. Frederick let loose his eagle, and while the latter pursued 

one of the fugitives, another, seemingly petrified by fear, fell into 

Frederick's hands; and he also caught a second, which had concealed 

itself under a bush. Thi~ was a magnificent specimen; his tail 

was upwards of two feet long, and among its brilliant feathers 

were two very narrow plumes, which, winding in the middle, dis

played the richest colours of gold, green, and brown, and termi~ 

nated in a. spot of black velvet. By the description of this bird 

given in Fritz's letter, Professor Ernest recognized immediately the 

Bird of Panidi e, the JJ,Iamt code of Buffon-the richest, most ele

gant, and most beautiful of all the birds which frequent the coast 

of ew Holland. 
And when, on his brothen;' return home, the young naturali&t 

was able to convince himself of the accuracy of his conjecture, he 

cried, in a. transport of enthu iasm,-

" This, then, is the beautiful denizen of air whose life has ori

ginated so many fables ! Everything about him, even his name, 

was for a long time involved in error. Some imagined that, issuing 

from the garden of Eden, he ha.cl found no place worthy of re

ceiving him for a moment, and that he only reposed in the plea

sant shade of the terrestrial Paradise. Others asserted that he 

was without feet; and that a bird without feet, of necessity, could 

only exist for perpetual flight. So they declared that he flew even 

while asleep; and, what was still more admirable, that the female, 

laying he.r egg in the air, hatched them in her flight, except for 

the few moments that she su ·pended her ·elf to a branch of a tree 

by mean of the large thread-like feathers which decorate so feli

citou ly her plumage. 
" The food of the Bird of P,nadise was appropriate to hi almo, t 

immaterial constitution; be lived, said our fable-mongers, on aerial 

sub tance , perfume , and vapour', or rather upon the clew, which 

might fitly nouri h the celc tial bird. 

" o myHtcriou, a being couhl not fail to be endowed with mar

vellou. qualities: the man fortunate enough to po ·sc, s a single in

dividual of thi · genu , and to prc ·erve him with the veneration clue 

to acred objects, would obtain the favour· of Heaven, would e cape, 
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or be easily cured of, every malady. The hunters therefore de

voted themselves eagerly to his purs111t, and studied the Lest means 

of capturing him. The Bird of Paradise in this way became the 

staple of a very lucrative speculation. 

.l.lutn OF PARA.DISE (Paracluea apolla;. 

·' These abtmrdities were accredited," continued our professor, 

" for several centuries; but Science, whose torc.:h dissipates the 

clouds of error, science has swept away the prestige which sur

rounded the Bird of Paradise; for fable and marvel it has substi

tuted the truth. Natural history has ·fathomed the mystery; 

adieu henceforth to the poetical fantasies, the brilliant dreams of 

the imagination. It has been ascertained that the Bird of Paradise 

has two feet, that it lives upon solid food, and in contemplating 

its beautiful plumage man has found nothing which he does not 

tlnd in other birds, except a greater 8plendour, a more Rlowing 
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brilliancy, a richer lustre in the colours which paint with so many 

light and shades its wings, its neck, and the long threads of its 

waving tail. 
" The flight of the Bird of Paradise is very graceful, and may 

be compared to that of the swallow, though he soars much higher 

in the air, and is accustomed to perch himself on the crests of lofty 

trees. His actual size is that of the jay; but his plumes are so 

ananged as to increase the apparent dimensions of his body. 

" r.rhe feathers which encircle the base of his beak are of a beau

ti[ul velvety black, changing into a deep green; the same colour 

spreads over the cheeks and throat, across the yellow which covers 

the head and hinder part of the neck, and the lu trous metallic 

green of the fore part ; the remainder of his plumage is a deep 

chestnut on the belly and a light chestnut on the back. The elon

gated feathers are arranged in series, and the largest are not less 

than eighteen inches long. The tail-filaments are two feet nine 

inche · in length. Those of the female are much shorter; and in 

this species of bird, as in all others, the appearance of the male is 

very dazzling and urnptuous, while the female is contented with a 

more modest garb." 

Thi di ·ertation on the Bird of Paradise led to many others, in 

which all the honours were borne off by the profe, sor. 1 wa my

·elf a. toni hed at the aptitude which this lad displayed for his 

favourite study, and the facility with which he threaded his \vay 

through a frequently perplexing labyrinth of classifications, di -

tinction. of families, genera, and specie , which encumber the study 

of natural hi:-;tory with no imaginary d.ifficultie . 

The :ecretary-bird, the humming-bird, the parroquets-in n 

word, all the feathered races-all the families of rich and magni

ficent aerial ' prites which soar among the clouus of the new worl<l, 

came in for an eulogium a Je cription, or, at lea t, a word of re

membrance from our young ( man of cience." 

But I nm't return to the narrative of the ,Vood]ands expe

dition. 
Our hunten;, by o many d eds of prowe ·s, hilll acquired a vigor 
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ous appetite; and frugal as was their repast, they did full justice 

to it. The cold peccary meat, the guavas, the cinnamon-fruit, the 

potatoes roasted in wood-embers, all these provisions were de

voured with genuine gusto ; except, indeed, the pemmican, from 

which so much was expected, but which was despised, and pro

nounced unworthy of its reputation; it was abandoned to the 

dogs-the usual method of getting rid of anything that found no 

favour in our eyes. 
Before evening, our young explorers,· with the view of deriving 

some advantage from their jomney, filled a sack with ripe rice, 

and also collected a good supply of cotton, which they proposed to 

carry with them on the following day to Prospect Hill-the goal 

of a new excursion projected by their restless ardour. 

Frederick had provided him with a quantity of euphorbia gum, 

to give the apes a new lesson; he was therefore looking out for 

some cocoa-nnts, which, divided in two, might serve as cups, and 

some palm-wine for a bait. My young people hit upon a . plan 

which would preclude the necessity of their climbing to the lofty 

palm-trees around them; they n1arked out those which seemed 

most heavily laden with fruit, and, in the manner of the Caribs, 

who fell a tree to secure its spoil, cut down a couple of superb 

palms, and ·were thus provided at one and the same time with 

plenty of wine, cocoa-nuts, and two snperb palm-cabbages. 

When they related to me this incident of their journey, I blamed 

them severely for having recourse to such a device, and forbade 

them ever again to employ it. The palm was one of the finest 

trees in our island, as well as one of the most precious vegetable 

treasures we possessed; to squander it away at the outset was to 

rl.eprive us of a most valuable resource, for the young plants do 

not sl10ot so promptly as the old trees fall under th@ axe. My 

sons, however, assured me that they had planted more than ten 

cocoas in the ground to replace one day the tree~ which they had 

felled. 
My ons quitted Woodlands, but events of a far more important 

nature awaited them at Prospect Hill, towards which they next 

d.irected their steps. 
J shall now leave Frederick to speak in his own person, and 

'I 
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rPproduce the principal points of the narrative which lie gave n~ 

on his return. 

F1rnDERicK' s .N AH.H.A'l'I r E. 

N entering Wood," he, 

" we were welcomed by a frightful con

cert of shrill cries resounding from every 

tree; these were the apes, which, from 

tl1e top of the branches where they had 

:• perched themselves, accompanied their 

grotesque mm,ic by a series of hideous 

grimaces. From grimaces they resorted to projectiles, and ,ve 

. peedily found ourselve. assailed by a shower of pi11e-apples, which 

could not haYe foilecl to injure us greatly had "e not chastiseJ the 

accursed tribe by a· few discharges of mu. ketry. 

' uch a reception clicl but intensify my ho. tile feelings to,vards 

the ape., and strengthened me to adopt the project of punishment 

I had for ome time meditated. 

« On the thre.·holtl of the wood we met with a kind of mi11et, 

who. e . talk were eight to ten feet in height; I recognized it im

mediately by its l>rmv-n anc1 reddi. h gm.in as the doura, or neo-ro 

millet. This field of millet extemled to a great di. tance; but at 

different places we observecl a number of the stalks broken at the 

head, a. if they had been smitten by hail. From thence we per

ceived our re. iclence at Pro.-pect Hill and, d spite of the distance, 

could , ee that it "·a. wof'ully clilapi(latecl. "\Ve ha. tened our . tep , 

and as we drew near becamP. convincrd that the ape. had precedeo 
(372) BR 
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us. Our plantations were sadly ravaged. Our little cabin w·as 
devastated, and what was worse, infected by the filth those villan
ous animals had scattered everywhere about. With a bundle of 
the millet, tied up like a broom, we swept out the interior ; a 
large shell served instead of shovel. I cannot describe to you our 
indignation and disappointment at the spectacle. 

'' The afternoon we spent in clearing out a place where we might 
spread our couches for the night without any fear of an attack 
from the animals of the desert. And already in my thoughts I 
settled our employment for the morrow; it was to be devoted to 
the punishment of the accursed monkey race. 

" I ought here, my dear parents, to ask your pardon for a fault 
of which I was guilty, in carrying off the euphorbia gum without 
first obtaining your permission. I required it for the execution of 
my scheme, and I feared you would not consent to my meddling 
with the dangerous substance. I therefore determined on a lar
ceny which I humbly confess, and which I entreat you to forgive 
and forget. 

" We began before night the preparations of the great snare we 
were laying for our enemies. The cocoa-nuts, the gourds, and, in 
a word, all the utensils we could collect, were put into reqru.sition. 
We filled them with rice, palm-wine, guavas, and other delicacies; 
to each dish I added a portion of the poisonous gum ; then we 
spread them about the forest, and retired to await the issue. It 
was nearly night; we could not therefore think of undertaking 
any other task until the next day. 

" We were just on the point of stretching our weary limbs on 
our bags of cotton, when suddenly a great light arose on the 
horizon which we mistook at first for a ship on fire. Immediately 
we ran from the hut, and hurriedly made towards the summit of 
Cape Disappointment; the fire then assumed to our eyes a regular 
outline. It was a mass of fire, perfectly circular, which issued 
from the waves and gradually soared above their surface. It was 

the moon rising upon the horizon. 
"Assuredly, the spectacle was one of the most marvellous I have 

ever seen. The sea was calm, or at least its waves rippled gently, 
and with a soft murmur at the foot of the promontory: the wind 
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hac1 . unk into a light fresh breeze; all nature seemed to prelude 

the wonders of the night, and raise to the Creator a hymn of glory 

and gratitude. Though we had been deceived in our expectation, 

and instead of a vessel at ca had found only the moon in the 

firmament, our hearts so rejoiced in the beauty of the scene before 

u , that we could not breathe a ·,vord of complaint at the dis

appointment. We preserved for some minutes a devout silence; 

our souls rose towards the Lord of All, and we returned Him our 

humble thanks for the marvels wrnught by His mighty Hand, and 

inces antly displayed to the admiration of men. 

'' However, this sweet, calm mood of contemplation was erelong 

di turbed by the strangest sounds, which appeared to us all the 

more terrific from their contrast with the deep silence of the night. 

Howls, and roarings, and groans, and shrieks-in fine, a thousand 

di cordant and confused cries seemed to issue from the sand-bank 

that extends from the foot of the promontory even into the sea; 

and yet we could distinguish nothing either on the waters or the 

shore. 
" To these formidable noises our dogs responded by prolonged 

howls; Rudly's jackal seemed to have recovered all the shrillness 

of it wild cry in replying to this new Babel; other jackals joined 

in it with sympathetic yelps; in the direction of the savannah we 

could hear the piercing neigh of a wild horse ;-but what caused 

us the profoundest terror was a sound rising above all other sounds, 

like the hoar e and terrible roar of a tiger or a lion. This strange 

concert la ted for about a quarter of an hour. We hesitated to 

tle cend, when uddenly we beard the gallop of a horse speeding 

far away into the night, and made haste to regain our hut with 

the certainty that the neighbourhood was haunted by an hippopo

tamus, an elephant, a lion, or a tiger, or, at all events, some fierce 

bca. t of prey. 
" We found everything tranquil around our hut; but scareely 

had we laid, to u e a common expre. ion, our head upon our 

pillow before a concert of quite a different de. cription began in the 

fore, t of pine.. At fir. t a . olo, it 'oon expanded into a trille of 

bar h hrill voice , which eemcd to de. ccnd from every tree, but 

iu modulation. iso extended. as not only to rend our ears, but 
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al most to split open the very rocks. Occa, ionally the music ceased, 

YI 

o/ 

but only to be resumed with increased fury. It lasted for about p
1 

four hours; after which all was silence. 

"It is needless to ay that we spent a very poor night; the 

maintenance of our fires-the thought that an hippopotamus or a 
1 
i 

tiger might be prowling within a few feet of us-the continual tna 

barking of our dogs, whom we had tien. up to the po. ts of our hut 

t-0 prevent them from inopportunely attacking the apes-prevented 
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us from enjoying any leep. It was uot until towards morning, 

when tranquillity ·was re-established, that we obtained an hour or 

tw 's repose. At sunrise we were on the alert, eager to see the 

re 'ult of the night's fracas, in which we never doubted that the 

nocturnal musicians had borne a part. We found them all a 'leep 

upon the ground, but sleeping the sleep which has no end. Ye ; 

Ie 'sieurs the apes, after having greedily poisoned themselves by 

swallowing our rice and palm-wine, had regaled us all night with 

their death-song. 

" The earth was strewn with dead bodies, for the euphorbia had 

produced a terrible effect. We flung them into the sea, and also 

the utensils which had contained the poison; thereupon we re

turned to our hut, where we were glad enough to rest awhile after 

the hideous and disgusting task that had occupied us dming the 

mornmg. 
"It was then that Rudly composed his famous letter, which 

you have not, perhaps, received. Here it is-written in a strain 

of the loftie,-;t poesy. 

RuDL y's LETTER. 

" 'PROSPECT HILL, the 11th, 12th, or 13th inst. 

" ' The ca.ra vanseray of Prospect Hill has been cleansed, and rendered 

iuhabi table. 
"' The labour ha cost us the sweat of our brows; but the guilty ones 

have pai<l for it with their blood. 

"' Temesis ha filled the cup of vengeance with deadly poison, and 

Ocean now bear' upon its billows the corp es of the traitors. 

"' The un in all his plendour assi ts at om· preparations for departure ; 

he will meet with us again this evening in the defile of the savannah. 

" ' Valete.-Farewell ! ' " 

The reading of thi piece of erni-burl que terminated 

:Frederick' narrative or at lea ' t involved u in so many and ucb 

long digre, ion that I find my 'elf obliged to resume my son' 

ret:ital and to acquaint my readers with the impre ion thi 

enigmatical letter produced upon u , a well as with the events 

that followed, until we rejoined our young and daring explorer:. 

\Ve had, in fad rec ived Rudly' letter; with it· mythological 

images of N eme 'i and lJOisoned cup , it contained some things 
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we could not understand. What were the cor]Jsei:; borne upon the 
billows of Ocean? 

Another despatch, received later in the afternoon, brought our 
anxiety to a cliruax . It ran as follows:-

"The palisade of the defile leading into the savannah is broken down. 
" The sugar-canes have been irretrievably destroyed. We notice in the 

sand broad and deep impressions, like those of an elephant's foot, and 
smaller ones resembling those of a horse's hoof. 

" Come quickly to our assistance, dear parents. Much requires to be 
done here to ensure the safety of our colony. Above all thing , do not lose 
a moment." 

The reader can 1magme our anxiety after perusmg this last 
despatch . 

I saddled the onager without a moment's delay; and leaving 
Ernest and his mother at the grotto, with instructions to join us 
next day at the defile, set out immediately. Between my sons 
and myself intervened a distance of six leagues; I traversed it in 
three hours, and reached the defile before night. 

My children were much surprised at seeing me arrive \Vith so 
much promptitude, and received me.with transports of joy. The 
sugar-canes I found hopelessly destroyed, and those which had not 
been trodden to the ground had been stripped of their foliage by 
an animal which I concluded must be an elephant, because it 
would tax all the skill of that intelligent beast to gather from the 
long stem the thin narrow leaves enveloping it. The large posts 
we had erected with so much difficulty to form a barrier at the 
mouth of the defile, were plucked up, broken, and scattered about 
like so many reeds; the trees all around had been deprived of 
their bark; the bamboos had been no better treated than the 
sugar-canes; and in the entire plantation was not left a single 
young or tender shoot-all had been carefully picked. 

I examined attentively the footprints in the sand, and convincetl 
myself that they could only have been left by an elephant; the 
smaller impressions which I remarked at various points might be 
those of an hippopotamus . I retraced my steps, to ascertain 
whether any other ferocious beast had introduced himself into our ui 
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territory by this pas , but could distinguish nothing except the 

traces of an animal like a ,volf or a dog, which I supJ_Josed might 

be tho ·e of the hyrena killed by Fritz ; but as there were no signs 

of it having returned, I felt at ease. 

All around our hut we now collected a quantity of dry branches, 

and having amassed an abundant quantity, we kindled our watch• 

fire· at the approach of night. We shared with one another the 

labour of watching them and keeping them alive ; but nothing 

di turbed us until daybreak. 
That evening, the subject of our conversation was, very naturally, 

elephants; and my young hunters were very desirous of knowing 

what kind of enemy they were about to confront. We gathered 

around the fire, and I endeavoured to condense in as few words 

a po sible all I knew in reference to the monstrous animal towards 

which our attention was directed. 

"The elephant," said I, "is one of the most singular of quad-

rupe<l.s, as regards the conformB-tion of several parts of his bo<l.y. 

Considering this animal relatively to our usual standard of har

monious proportions, he is certainly ill-made; his bo<ly is thick 

and short, his limbs are stiff and unwiel<l.y, his feet round and 

twisted; his mon trous head is covered with a very bard skin, and 

the cranium, e pecially in the front, is even inches thick; his ears 

<l.roop on either side like motionless leaves; his trunk, his tusks, 

his hoofs are all as ungraceful to the eye as they are necessary to 

the animal. 
' The warm countrie of Africa and Asia are the principal 

habitat of the elephant; the elephants of India are much larger, 

and, con equently, ·tronger than those of Africa. 

'\ hen the elephant is indued in bis hide and flesh, his hind

legs appear much shorter than his fore, becau e they are les <lis-

ngaged from the ma · of the body ; the e leg· are more like 

tho ·e of man than of the majority of quadrupeds, inasmuch as the 

heel lies flat on the ground, and the foot i very hort. The ~ole 

i: furni hed with a ring (come) of bone, hard, olid, and an inch in 

thickness: there is rea on to believe that it varies in form in 

different imlividual · . The , trength of the elephant' legs is pro

portioned to his heavy bulk, o that he travel ' ,,Tith :peed, :rn1l 
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Clln easily overtake at his usual pace a man when ru.uoing . ITe 

al 'O swims very well, owing to tLe great volume of water which 

his body displaces, and al o to the manner in which his belly is 

in flate(1 by vei1rn that increase its size. Some authors have 

Tim Er,J,l'IIA:--'T (F,/ephas). 

asserted that, owing to the rigidity of his limbs, he cannot n e 

when he has once a urned a recumbent position. Thi is purely a 

fable: the elephant lie down and rise again with the utmost ease. 

" The most admirable organ, and the most characteristic, of the 

elephant is his trunk, in which we remark certain movement· and 

usages found in no other animal ; it::; structure is likewi 'e very 

singular. 
'' It i::, or great length, and tlw animal shortens or elongates it a.t 

ii 
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plea"ure. It is wrinkled, full of nerves, hollow like a tube, and 
exceedingly flexible in every direction; at its extremity it widens 
like a vase. and forms a sort of ledge or rim, of which the 

lower portion 1:::; thicker than the sides ; this ledge is lengthened 
in the upper part, and accordingly resembles the tip of a finger. 
At the bottom of this cup-like appendage are two holes, the nos

trils; it is by means of this rim, or ledge, the elephant does al1 
Lho e things which man can do with his hand. 

",Vhen he applies to any object the edges of the extremity of 

hi trunk, simultaneou ·ly drawing in his breath, the object remains 
glued to the trunk, and follows its various movements; it is thus 

that he easily lift the heaviest objects, even if their weight 

amounts to a couple of hundred pounds. 
'' Hi· neck is so short that he cannot lower his head to the 

ground and urowse on the herbage, or drink readily when he is 
athir ·t ; he ·oaks the end of his trunk in the water, and by an 

a. piration fills it· cavity; then he bends it so as to pour jts con

tent· down his throat. 
'' When he is in want of food, he plucks up the grass with his 

trunk and pas es it to hi mouth. In fact, it serves not only in
stead of a hand, but as a Yigorous arm; and with this organ he 

tears up the trees, and breaks the branches, to clear a pa sage 

through the forest·. The water with which he fill it he can pro
pel to a con ·iderable di ·tance, and in any direction. 

' The mouth of the elephant is the lowest part of his head; it 
i · armed with only ight teeth-four in the upper, and four in 

the lower jaw. hi trunk and the ·e eight teeth would be but 

a poor defence, nature ha· provided him with two others, project

ing from the upper jaw, and of immense strength. They are 

:-;everal feet in length, and slightly curved upward ; with the e 
the animal attack , hi enemie , or defend himself agairn;t them. 

The female i armed with tu ·k like the male; they are hollow at 

their origin, and for about half their length ; the re t, up to the 
point, i. solid. These tu ·h; fo rm the ivory of commerce. 

V ry small are the eye· of the elephant ; hi· eyelid' are fur
ui heel with cye-la~hcs-u. peculiarity which he posse.· cs in com

lllOn with man, the ape, the ot.trich aud the great vulture. His 
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body is coverctl with a skin or hide of singularly wrinkled aspect; 

this adds to the ungainliness of his appearance, and the more so 

that in places it is garnished with bristles like those of the ·wild 

boar. They abound particularly on the convex portion of the 

trunk, the eyelids, and the tail, which bristles with them through

out its entire length, and terminates in a tolerably long tuft. The 

Indians ascribe numerous imaginary virtues to these bristles ; the 

Africans, both men and women, make use of them in their personal 

ornaments. 

" The elephant, in a wild state, lives upon herbs, grasses, fruits, 

and even on the boughs of trees, eating their tender wood. In 
August and September they make an incursion into the rice and 

maize fields, and commit great havoc. The Africans protect their 

plantations with rows of fires, whose brightness terrifies the ele

phant. Though a voracious eater, he can remain seven or eight 

days without food. Their drink is water, which they are careful 

to disturb before drinking, like the camel. 

" The wild elephant sometimes breaks into and devastates the 

tobacco fields. If the plant should be young and watery, it does 

him no harm ; but if it is quite, or nearly, ripe, it intoxicates him, 

and he then abandons himself to the most ridiculous contortions. 

When, unfortunately for him, the dose is a little too strong, he 

falls asleep, and the niggers easily revenge themselves for the 

damage done by his trunk and heavy hoofs. 

"The elephant is endowed with singular instinct and docility. It 

is said to be susceptible of attachment, of affection, and of grati

tude, even so as to pine away with sorrow for the loss of its 

keeper. It is easily· tamed, and taught so many difficult exercises, 

that one is surprised a beast of such bulk and unwieldiness can ac

quire the skill and nimbleness requisite for their due performance." 

My sons now addressed to me a legion of questions, to which I 

lia, t enecl to reply as best I could, and the discussion thus begun 

contributed to while away the long hours of the night. 

Next day, after dinner, arrived Ernest and his mother ; togethe1 

with the cart, the cow, the foal, and the whole collection of uten

i,;ils necessary for an encampment of, probably, some duration. 
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,v e accordingly established ourselves, anu set to work on the 

con ·truetion of a palisade, or, more correctly speaking, a rampart, 

of greater solidity and defensive strength than our previous forti

fication, . I will spare my readers the details of this wearisome 

task ; it occupied us for upwanls of a month, and left us no time 

for any other labour. My good Elizabeth lent us her assistance, 

and inspired her sons by her example with a perseverance and an 

ardour very unusual at their age . 

"\Ye enjoyed, however, some relief from this difficult toil; my 

wife took charge of household affairs, and the cattle; I collected a 

stock of porcelain clay; Frederick made some voyages in his 

canoe; while his brother, prowling about our habitation, every day 

discovered something useful. 

The fortification with which we bad closed up the defile did not 

~atisfy our apprehen ions, and we resolveu to con truct a specie of 

retreat imitable for our residence when we visited this part of the 

country. ,v e had not enough bands to attempt the erection of a 

re 0 ·ular fort without reference to our very limited knowleclo·e of 
0 l 0 

the science of architecture. We drew, therefore, upon our recol-

lections, anu. Frederick fortunately called to mind that the Kamts

chatdales constructed economical dwellings which might fitly answer 

our purpose. 
'l'he country-how:;es of the Kamtschatdales are composed of four 

solid posts planted firmly in the ground, and of a greater or lesser 

elenition. On their summit , they lay in different directions a 

·ufficient number of planks and beams, so as to form a platform at 

about fifteen or twenty feet above the ground. The walls are built 

up of reed and gra eEJ interwoven, and the roof is made of bark 

and boughs . 
Thi kind of edifice does not require any scientific knowledge oi 

the builder's art; in this re pect, therefore, it eminently uited us; 

and while uch a fortre s might not present a very formidable 

a ·pect, it would uffice neverthele:s as a covert ·whence we might 

repel with mu ·ketry any of the denizens of the savannah who 

might be tempted to attack u . 

Instead of po t · , which we might have found ome difficulty in 

burying ,•ufficiently deep in the earth, we elected four trc , who e 
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position at right angles, and dijjltance from one another, corre

sponded admirably ·with the four corner pillars of the Kamtschat

dale edifice. We did not cut them clown into trunks, but marle 

use of their branches as a support for the flooring. They re

s~mbled in general character the European plane, and were 

embellished with several feet of vanilla, which clambered up their 

trunks, but which an elephant's intelligent trunk bad plunclered of 

its fruit. 
We wove tl1c walls and partitions of our castle in the air out of 

1'ALll'OI' P .\Ll\I (Corypha umbreUiferci) 

split barn boos and 

recd, 
them 

and 
with 

coveretl 
tali pot 

leaves, which are 1111-

pervious to the rain. 

The talipot is a 

species of palm ; its 

leaves develop to a 

very considerable size, 

so that a iugle one 

will afford shelter to 

lialf a score of men. 

'rhey possess the ad

vantage, moreover, of 

presenting to the rain 

a thick and compact 

ti ·sue, through which 

it cannot make its 

way. Its discovery 

thu supplied us with 

an a sortment of light 

tiles in harmony with 

the solidity of our 

construction, which 

othei:wise we should 

have found it very dif6.cult with the jndu ·trial resources at our 

disposal to have provided. 
Meanwhile, the upper branches, of which we had not de:,poilcd 
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our trees, fell gracefully around the aerial rabin, the whole form

ing a kind of canopied cradle closely resembling our re. idence at 

Falcon'. est. We contemplated our handiwork with much grati

fication, and the verdurousness which crowned it gave it so charm

ing an air that, despite the loopholes we had opened up in it, 

we could not resign ourselves to look upon it as a military edifice. 

To ascend to the first story of this habitation, we devised a 

very simple means. A beam stretching from the platform to the 

ground, was notched at regular intervals so as to furnish res6ng

places for the hands and feet; for greater safety we arranged a 

rope and pulley at the bottom of the beam: that we might raise 

or lower it at will. 
Frederick and RU<lly promised themselves marvels from this new 

fortre i,;, which dominated at once over the wall we had first con-

tructed, and the savannah which spread far away to the distant 

horizon. We could also trace the winding course of the great 

river, like a silver thread in the middle of the desert, and by means 

of our tel scopes could distinguish the herds of buffaloes or 

other animals which came to quench their thirst in the flowing 

water, . 

' Any savages who come hither," said one, "will receive our 

shots without knowing from whence they are directed." 

" Ancl the elephants, and the hippopotamuses ! " exclaimed 

another ; " ah o-entlemen of the wildernes , lords of the de ert, 

overeigns of the waste, I beseech you by all means to pay a 

speedy vi it to our domain ! " 

'leanwhile: until the savages and the hippopotami appeared, 

our aerial fortre, s served a. an a. vlum for the peaceful animals we 

had captured since our departure from Tent-town. The royal 

heron took to it kindly, and , o did the black swan ; the aquatic 

birds, who dabbled all day in the neighbouring brook, tbrove so 

well under our care that they evidently had cea ed to regret the 

fre hn s of their native lake ; the Bird of Paradi e was the only 

creature who suffered-he felt himself o confined in the narrow 

area we had allotted to him that I was con trained to amputate hi 

beautiful tail, which gave the poor bird an a, pect a di o-raceful as 

it wa. ridiculou. . I hoped, however. thi. loss would not be irre-
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parn.ble, and trusted that after the moulting season he would re

appear in all his pristine splendour. 

We had now again sufficient leisure to prosecute our explora

tions, which were rewarded, as usual. by several important dis

coveries. One day, when Frederick amused himself in re-ascend

ing in his cajack the great river of the savannah. he found among 

the vegetables on its banks several unknown shrubs, of which he 

brought back to us a few specimens. Some were. garnished with 

long clusters of fruits of a beautiful bright green, shaded at the 

extremity by a tint of violet, and shaped like a large gerkin; others, 

loaded with a multitude of tiny flowers, bore a good-sized fruit, 

not unlike a encumber in appearance. Frederick collected several 

roots of· the former; and of the branches of the latter he made 

a bundle, which he fastened to the stern of his cajack, and towed 

down the stream. 
When I came to examine these seeming gerkins and cucumbers, 

I recognized immediately two of the most precious prnductions 

of the Tropics : the larger I identified with the fruits of the cacao. 

from which chocolate is obtained; the smaller and more useful, for 

in many American countries they form the principal food of the 

negro, were those of the banana. We eagerly tasted these much

extolled articles, but their flavour did not answer our expec

tations. 
The cacao-beans are found in the midst of a kind of glutinous 

UA CJA O POD. 

1, l~rngliing, "tlrnt this fruit-I 

pith, not unlike thick cream in 

appearance, but very unlike it 

in taste, for the pith is flavour

less, while the beans them

selves are insupportably bitter. 

As for the bananas, though we 

relished them a little better, 

their smell seemed to us to 
resemble that of over-ripe 

pears, and their after-taste 

was by no means agreeable. 
" It is very curious," said 

c::oeak of the banana, for the 
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other requires much preparation to render it palatable-though 

bearing so high a repute, 

should appear to us of 

sueh inferior quality; 

probably, this too re

quires some dressing or 

cooking to secure our 

approbation." 
The unlucky experi

ment of the cacao, how

ever, did not discomfit 

my sons; they were all 

well acquainted with 

chocolate, and fully 

understood what a boon 

to our epicurean tastes 

the new discovery might 

be made to afford. 

•
1 

.1. ever mind the 
banana .. , they cried ; 

" stick to the cacao. 

1ake us some chocolate, 

papa l chocolate for ever l " 

BANANA 

(lllusa sapientmn). 

'Very good, gentlemen," I answered, with far le s enthusiasm 

than they di played; (< but before rejoicing in anticipation of a 

dainty which a yet we do not happen to possess. it would be 

more logical if you made yourself acquainted with the plant which 

i to supply it, and the process by which the bitter fruit of the 

cacao is converted into savoury chocolate. Come, let us hear 

whether any one of you can give us a few detail re pecting the 

origin and mode of preparation of this exqui ite viand." 

For a minute or two my wont were followed by a dead sil nee. 

Then our learned profe or took up the theme. 

"'The cacao," .aid he, "i a tree of moderate girth and tature, 

varying lightly according to the nature of the 'oil in which it 

grow . It, wood i porou , and very lio-ht. It leaves are about 

nine in he long hy four broatl ; tho. e which fall are . ucceedetl by 
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others, so that the tree is never bare; it js al ways enriched with a 

multitude of extremely small rosebud-like flowers, but these are 

thicker at the two solstices than at any other time. Its fru.its, 

when mature, are of the size and have the figure of a cucumber 

pointed at the lower extremity, but their surface is furrowed like 

the sides of a melon. They grow along the stem nnd the mother

branches, unlike the majority of European fruits. 

A 'l'lWl'lVAL l-' u1u:sT. 

"The cacao is the staple of a very considerable trade in South 

America; its r.ultivation is, therefore, very carefully prosecuted. 

The trees are planted at intervals of twelve to fifteen feet, so 

that they mn.y thrive the more vigorously, and great attention 
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is paid to their protection from the winds. They are exceedingly 

partial to low and damp localities, in the mid t of woods where a 

site for them has been cleared out by burning. As they spring 

wholly from seed, the young plants require to be properly 

~haded. 
"When the cacao is thought to be ripe, the most adroit negroes 

are selected for the task of gathering the fruit. With small 

switche. they knock down the ripe pods, taking good heed not to 

touch those which have not reached maturity, or the blossoms. 

In months of plenty, they continue harvesting for a whole fort

night; in less abundant season , they gather from month to month. 

All the fruit. thus collected is left in a heap for four days; if the 

grains remained longer in their pods, they woulcl germinate; there

fore, when the planters of l\Iartinico wished to dispatch a supply 

of seed to the neighbouring islands, they were very careful not to 

begin picking until the ship which was to take them on board was 

ready to sail, and they were landed immediately on her arrival in 

port. On the morning of the fifth day, the kernels are extracted 

from the hu k , and arranged in a heap on a platform covered with 

leaves of the balz'sier ; imi]ar leaves are laid over them, and kept 

1lown with planks, so as to induce in the cacao a slight degree of 

fermentation. and the 0 ·rain thus prepared are imported into 

Europe. 
' 'Ihe ... \..mericans, before the arrival of the Spaniards, brewed a 

liquor with the cacao melted in hot water, seasoned with pimento, 

coloured with rocou, and mixed with boiled maize to increase the 

quantity. The. e . trangc compounds gave the hrewage so peculiar 

and o bar. h a flavour, that a paniHh soldier aid he couhl never 

have accu. tomed him. elf to it, if want of ,vine bad not reduced him 

to the alternative of drinking either it or pure water. Tlw 

Indians c~ll d the bcYeragc choco1atl, and we have pre. erved the 

name. The paniard.· sought to correct it. di, agreeabl nesH; tl1 cy 

adtlecl to the cacao pa. te various Oriental pices, and Rome of the 

indiO'enon. clruas ; but of all the. c ingretu ent only , naar, einna

mon, and Yanilla arc now made u. e of. 

'The cacao nib. are strippecl of their rind by expo ure to a 

strong heat; they are then roa.-ted in a ve e] over a gentle firr~ . 
(37~) ~fl 
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allll a paste is thus obtained, ·which is mixed with nearly its own 

weight of sugar." 

" See, now, the value of science ! " interrupted Rudly ; " I eat 

chocolate, certainly, as well as any person : well, I have never 

thought of making myself acquainted with its origin or manufac

ture. From my cup to my mouth! It never entered my mind 

that it had to make any other voyage . So I humble myself most 

willingly before Professor Ernest, and vote him the first cup of 

chocolate that issues from the factories of Tent-town." 

"Agreed, agreed!" was the general shout; and the professor's 

triumph ·was accomplished amidst a prolonged burst of laughter. 

The banana afterwards became the subject of an interesting 

c1 isquisition. 
"Is it not strange," said I, tasting anew the insipid plant of 

the cacao and a slice of the sweet sickly banana, "that these fruits, 

so valued in the New World, should be so little to our taste? In 

the colonies a great regale is made of the cream of the cacao, by 

mixing it, it is true, with sugar and cinnamon. Just so with the 

banana, unworthy as it appears to us of its renown; for, ac

cording to a writer who has admirably describeLl the marvels of 

Nature and the wise gifts of Providence, the banana alone woul(1 

have supplied all the wants of the First Man. It furnishes a most 

wholesome food in its farinaceous, succulent, sugary, unctuous, 

aromatic fruits, in size about the diameter of the mouth, and 

grouped together like the fingers of the human hand ; a single 

cluster is a sufficient burden for one man. In aspect it is like a. 

magnificent parasol, whose top, extended, and somewhat lofty, is 

agreeably relieved by stripes of long, broad, satiny, and emerald 

leaves. 
" These leaves Jroop at their extremities, and form, by their 

graceful curves, a charming cradle, impenetrable to sun and rain. 

As, when fresh, they arc very supple, the Indians make them into 

all kincls of vessels ; they cover their cabins with them, and by 

drying the stem draw from it a kind of threacl; the negroes use 

them as shrouds fori,he bodies of their dead ;-and thus tlrn banana 

alone furnishes man with food, lodging, utensil , clothes, and a 

cerement. 
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I or is this all: this beautiful plant, which in our European 

hothouseH produces fruit only once in every three year , under the 

Equator yields it annually, after which the stern withers; but it 

i surrounded by a dozen offahoots of various sizes, which bear suc

ce sively, in such wise that at all time , and in fact every month, 

one of them is ripening, like the monthly burden of the cocoa-nut 

tree. Such is the case with the banana when growing on the 

border of a tropical tream, its natural habitat. 

" There are numerous species of banana trees of different , izes, 

Crom one no taller than a child to that which mea ures double a 

man's stature ; and of bananas, from a fruit no thicker tl1an your 

thumb to that which is as thick as a robust Herculean arm. In the 

:\fouritins flourish dwarf banana trees, and there are giant banana 

trees, incligenou · to Madagascar, with long curving fruits which are 

called lmll's-horns. A man can easily gather them by scaling the 

tall trunk, where the stems of old leaves form convenient Htepping

place::;. single banana will make a good meal, and a single 

cluster a day's provision. 

' Bananas differ greatly in flavour: the dwarf species has a 

·trong ta ·te of affron ; the co1rnnon, or banana-fig, is unctuous, 

·ugary, and farinaceous ; it is as svlill as fresh butter in winter, and 

consequently, as teeth are not needed to bite it, make a capital 

food for infants and the aged. It has also some other, and not le s 

::,pecial, characteristics ; although only covered by a thin rind, it is 

never touched by birds or insects until properly ripe; and if col

lecteLl before it quite attains maturity, it will ripen perfectly in

cloor ·, and may be prc&erved n. month in all its goodne s. 

' Bananas are met with throughout the Torrid Zone, in Africa, 

A ia and the two America , the i ·land of the A iatic anLl Ameri

can ·eas, and even in the remote t islands of the great Southern 

Ocean. ·with ju tice, therefore, have voyagers designated it the 

ITino- of Vegetables, becan ·e they have ob erved that between the 

two rrropic' an infinite number of human beings live almo ·t who]ly 

upo11 banana . 

· In India, it i ' under it d 1lightful shade, and by means of its 

fruit·, inces ·n.ntly r0produced upon it numerou · off- ·hoot , that 

th Brahrnin prolong~ for a century , nd upward , hi lifo of eclu 
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sion and meditative tranquillity. A banana-tree, flourishing on 

the bank of a limpid stream, supplies his every want .* 

"I presume," added I, when I had exhausted all the informa

tion with which my reading had furnished me on the subject of the 

banana, "that the fruits of this tree, not being thoroughly ripe, 

have lost, as far as we are concerned, some of their valuable 

qualities, or peThaps their immersion in sea-water bas affected 

their taste. However this may be, I think we have made a valu

able acquisition, which we must endeavour to turn to advantage." 

During this long discourse, my wife had cut open several ba

nanas, seeking in vain for some seeds or pips with which to enrich 

her collection of useful plants in the kitchen-garden. I pointetl 

out to her another peculiarity of tl1r. banana, that it contains no 

seet1s; the mode of reproduction of this singular plant being solely 

by the shoots it thro·ws off, which, if planted in a rich, deep, and 

humid soil, readily take root . As for the seeds of the cacao, which 

my wife was also desirous of sowing in her garden, she was com

pelled to renounce the idea, on an observation of Master Ernest's 

tl1at the cacao-bean would not germinate unless committed to the 

ground directly it was plucked. 
Consequently it was resolved that Frederick:, next day, should 

embark on board his cajack, and go in quest of the elements neces

sary for the reproduction of these two useful plants . My wife, like 

a prudent housewife, nev:er lost sight of her kitchen-garden, nor 

met with an useful vegetable which she did not immediately 

attempt to cultivate therein. 

Jt ,.T 

r N tl,e following day Frederick em barked ; 

he pulled up against the stream while we 

were occupied with our preparations for 

departure, and fearing that his cajack 

·would not hold the cargo he expected to 

gather, towed after him a kind of reed

hurdle, which he had constructed with 

.. _ ~~ , . _;-IL , .s':< his own band, . He would have been 

ashamed, be said, to have embarked only in pursuit of a few cacao-

* Bernardin de St. Pierre 
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plants a11Ll bananas. An au.venturer like him looked for a far more 

valuable booty. He was absent the whole day; but when in the 

evening he re-appeared, it was with cajack and hurdle so overloaded 
that they were half sunk, and all the articles upon them bad the 

advantage of making the voyage in a state of perpetual immer

sion. 
" Bravo ! bravo ! " exclaimed bis brothers, as they saw him 

arrive enveloped in a forest of green bushes. They threw them

selves upon the spoil, which Fritz and Ernest began to haul to
wards the hut, with as much happiness and contentment as if 
they had drawn upon shore the galleon loaded with Acapulco 
silver captured by the celebrated Anson. Meanwhile, Rudly ha<l 
received from bis brother another burden; it was a wet bag, which, 
from the movements of the canvas, evidently contained some living 

object. The boy retired a few paces; then, casting a furtive glance 

on the contents of the mysterious bag, " Good I" he exclaimed, 
"Frederick has given me a commission;" and without communi

cating hi di covery to any one, he carefully concealed his bag at a 

corner of the shore where the copse was thickest. 
Frederick was the la t to arrive; he held in his hand a superb 

bird, whose feet he had taken care to tie, as ·well as its head and 

wing , and which he presented to us as the mo ·t precious part of 

the day' spoil. 
It wa the ultan-cock of Buffon, the king of all water-fowl, by 

the beauty of it form and the splendour of its plumage. I knew 
it by its long red feet, its beautiful feathers, in which green blended 
with the richest violet, and especially by the carlet spot upon it. 

forehead. :1y wife was de irous of introducing it immediately to 

the society of our poultry-yard; and as, though somewhat wild, it 
wa a very gentle animal, it oon grew tame and made friends with 

our fowl , though the latter ornetimes seemed jealou of the beauty 

of the new-comer. 
Frederick related to u the details of hi expedition. He in 

formed u , that a he a 'Cemled the river he wa · astoni hed at the 

new a pect it. hore pre ented, at the grandeur of the dense fore ts 
which bordered it, and the prodigiou elevation of the mountains 
which ro e in the horizon. He met with several families of' llldin.n 
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fowls, pintados, and peacocks, whose clucking and various cnes 

filled. the scene with animation. As he proceeded the landscape 

changed, and herds of elephants-twenty or thirty in number

gathered upon the bank. Some descended into the ·water, where 

they held themselves immovable; or, as if in sport, launched jets 

of water with their trunks high up into the air, allowing the cool

ing spray to fall like rain upon their massive backs. Others tran

q nilly feasted on great bundles of grass, which they plucked and 

bound together with all the skill of a human hand. Finally, 

tigers and panthers came hastening down to the river to quench 

their devouring thirst, while others, supinely indolent in the sun

their magnificent hide contrasting agreeably with the carpet of 

verdure on which they were reclined-seemed the kings of these 

deserts . None of these animals, however, appeared to notice our 

young voyager . 

" I felt very little and very weak," said Frederick, " when I 

found myself thus face to face with such terrible enemies. My 

gun, my cartridges, and my skill were, indeed, a very poor resomce. 

I dicl not hesitate a moment, therefore, in wheeling round, and 

t-lying with all the speed I could communicate to my paddles. 

But I had scarcely begun to turn my cajack, when suddenly, at 

about twice the range of an ordinary musket, I saw the water boil

ing, and from the foam emerged a long large jaw, armed with the 

most beautiful array I have ever seen of formidable teeth; this jaw 

opened wide, and turned directly towards me. How I found. strength 

to escape I know not, I was so terrified by this last apparition. J 

acquired, I assure you, a lesson in natural history worth any other, 

and I am willing to believe I profited so much by it that I shall 

not need its repetition." 

" What animal, then, was this," inquired Fritz, "with yawning 

jaw and terrible teeth, which Frederick saw on the surface of the 

water?" 
" It was probably an alligator," said Ernest; "or, if you prefer 

a more familiar name, a crocodile.'' 

" A crocodile I the animal formerly adored by the Egyptians as 

a god?" 
"Precisoly," replied the professor, enchanted with the oppor· 



APPEAHA1 CE U f THE CROCODILE. 

~ - ~ --
- ~~ - .....:.--c--- :.-- C 
-- _----=::,_ ~~-=~ ~ -~..._ --:-.,., 

567 

tunity 
of display-

~ -~ ~' ~ - - - - --:::::. ~ -
~-~ -----=--~---- ---- ing his know-
~-~~ -~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ledge; " the crocodile belongs =----~ ..:=-~~ ~ to theg-reat aurian family, of which 
I

.:~~- ,,__, 
-~~- it i the large t and trongest mem-

ber. ome writer believe it to be the animal referred to by Job 

under the name of leviathan 
' The crocodile, which, in the We t Indies, is al o called the 

cayman, i a very voraciuus mon ter. It i-;pring from a tolcrauly 
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small egg, and yet it grows to a length of eighteen to twenty feet: 

it is clothed with a hard scaly skin, of a dull bronze colour, mixed 

with spots of white and green; it haR tl1e imout of a pig; its moutl1 

~ ~em righl b~k 
. ,-

,>/ to its ears, and its 

CaocoDILE (Alligator Nilotic1Ls). 

jaws are garnished 

with a great num

ber of long, bard, 

white, and point

ed canine teeth, 

which fit exactly 

into one another; 

its eyes resemble 

a pig's; they are 

placed in safety 

under their bony 

orbit; its feet are 

armed with tren -

chant claws; it 

tail is round, and 

a. long as the re, t 

of its body. 

" Crocodiles are 

found in the Gan-

ges, the Iile, the Niger, and in several great American rivers. 

Those preserved in the European museums are usually brought from 

Egypt, where they abound; they dwell in the rivers and the mud, 

motionless and almost hidden, keeping vigilant ·watch for the heed

less prey; they feed upon fi , h, but are very partial to human flesh. 

"The crocodile is caught with an iron hook, for its hide is so 

hard as to be impervious to darts, and even to bullets. Specimens 

have been met with full thirty feet in length ." 

Frederick's narrative gave me cause for meditation. It was 

clear that the environs were peopled by fierce and terrible animal , 

and that we had done well in effectually barring the defile through 

which such dangerou neighbour. might have intruded into our 

territories. 
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We now completed our preparations for departure, and decided 

upon quitting the defile at daybreak, and makincr our way to Tent
town. Frederick asked permis. ion to make the voyage by water 

in his cajack, returning home by following up the coast, and 

doubling Cape Di appointment. To this proposal I consented, the 
more willingly that the skill Frederick had acquired in the man

agement of bis ca jack left me no further uneasiness on his account; 

and, moreover, I wa by no means son-y to obtain some exact in

formation relative to this promontory, ·which we had never yet 
. ucceeded in doubling. 

,Ve all set out at the same time, and accomplished our voy

ages with equal good fortune. The navigator, in doubling the 

cape, made two new discoveries. Among the brushwood ,vhich 
festooned the face of the cliffs he observed a bush covered with 
very fragrant flowers of a ro y hue ; its leaves were long and nar
row, it terns i,;piny. Another plant, who e flowers were much 

smaller, white, and very numerou~, had the appearance a well as 

the foliage of a myrtle. He brought a branch of each shrub, and 
in one my ·wife recognized the caper, who e tluwer-buds are pre-

crved in vinegar; while the second seemed to me a kind of tea

plan t, and was accordingly received with special distinction. 
In truth, the somewhat dubious hope which we cherished, that 

ooner or later a ship would sight our shores, and carry us back 

to our native country, induced us to collect all that the island 

presented of the precious or the u eful, so as to put u in a condi
tion to negotiate with the trangers for payment of our pa sage, 

if any opportunity offered for quitting our solitude. 
It wa for this rea on ,rn yearly collected upplies of cotton be

yond our wants; of fruits, which we dried or pre erved; of aro

matic and pices, uch a.· pepper, vanilla, cinnamon, clove , and even 
nntmecr which our blue pigeon brought every sea on from remote 

i:lan<l ·, and of which we kilfully relieved their crops when they 

returned to the pigeon-hou e. The reader will therefore understand 

that the di covery of the tea- hrub wa regarded by me a one of 
the mo t important we had made for thi purpo'e. 

\\ hile examining the branch loaded with leave · and flower 
which Frederick had brought u as a pecimen of this valuable 
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plant, I related to my sons all the facts I could rruuember rn 

reference to the history of tea :-

" This shrub," I said, "which grows rn China and Japan, as 

TEA-PLANT (Thea 1Jiridia). 

well as in some districts 

of the Himalaya, is culti

vated with especial care, 

and vast quantities arc 

now annually imported 

to England, France, and 

the United States. 

" The fields in which 

the best kinds are growr, 

are divided into com-

partments like a large 

garden, intersected by 

canals of running water, 

and by winding paths, 

which are carefully swept 

each mornmg. The 

labourers who are en

gaged to pick the choi

cest tea, which is com

posed of the first leaves 

before they are fully 

unfolded, detached from 

the extremities of the smallest branches, are required to perform 

their work with gloved hands, to abstain from eating fish and 

certain other viands, and, finally, to bathe twice a-day, lest any 

impurity should pollute the precious cup, over which the grand 

purveyor of the Court watches with scrupulous fidelity, surrounded 

by guards and attendants. 

"In China, and in India also, the collection and preparation of 

the leaves of the tea-plant are made by women's hands. Towards 

May, mothers, and children, and female slaves, issue from their 

humble dwellings, and visit the plants at all hours of the day to 

pick the leaves the moment they are developed. In the evening 

they collect the day's crop, and lrnap up the leaves on plates of 

Ill~ 
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puhsheu iron wanned to various degrees of temperature. They 

turn them continually with the hand until they begin to shrivel: 

after which they spread them out on reed-mats, air them, cool 

them, and put them to dry alternately. 

' These different operations are four times repeateu, and as the 

leaves are replaced in the iron dishes, the women are more and 

more attentive to roll them with the hanu into the form which is 

so familiar to us. When they are thoroughly dry, they are stored 

up in porcelain vessels with a long neck, which are hermetically 

::iealed; or, more commonly, in chests lined with tinfoil, which are 

again enclosed in small varnished cases. 

" The consumption of tea shows every year a remarkable 

inerease. Formerly, Europe, when its usage was not so general as 

it is in our -time, consumed from eight to ten millions of pounds 

~:early; now, the total has more than quadrupled; and it s ems 

that once the use of tea has been introduced into any country, it 

i neyer relinquished. 1.'he English, the Dutch, anu all the 

T orthern nations consume a very exten ive amount; but, perhaps, 

it i most largely employed in the United States." 

The 'e details excited a lively interest in the minds of my young 

hearers, anu it was agreed that, in the following year, we should 

g-ather a crop of the tea growing within our territories, and 

organize a methodical ystem of preparing it, to the end that we 

might obtain, both for our own use anu our future projeets, a 

re 'Oun;e a preeious as it was advantageous. 

Rudly arrived at the drawbridge nearly half an hour before 

the re~ t of the caravan; the long leg. of his ostrich al ways out

di tanciug our other tceds. Hi, firt care was to ha ten to the 

Duck's lar h, where, in a uitable place, he depo itetl the 

my teriou bag he had carried with him. 

In due time we reached our habitation, which we re-entered 

with all the tranquillity of good proprietors returning, after a 

lengthened absence, to their own e tate. Frederick arrived some 

time after u . 
·when everything -,,ya unpacked and towed in its proper place, 

we occupied our elve in a igning to our new tenant their proper 

po ition in our dome ·tic economy, for we did not think it auvis-
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able to leave them, as strangers, to feed at discretion upon our 
stores of provender. 

The heath-fowl, the Canada hens, and the cranes (one of which 

TrrE CRA.N'E (Grues) . 

had its right 
wing slightly 
injured), were 
confined in the 
two neighbour
ing islets. To 
the royal heron, 
the sultan-cock, 
the black swans, 
and the elegant 
Numidian was 
next allotted the 
Duck's Marsh, 
on account of 
the beauty of 
their form and 
the richness of 
their plumage ; 
our old poultry 
.shared with the 
birds the privi-

lege of remaining in our own neighbourhood, and even of coming 
to pick up the crumbs of our repast. 

These matters occupied us for a good part of the day, and as 
we were waiting for the supper-hom to hear Frederick's descrip
tion of his voyage round Cape Disappointment, we were suddenly 
surprised to hear a hoarse and horrible roaring, like the growl of 
distant thunder, and, sometimes, like a bmRt of rage. These 
strange noises appeared to proceed from the Duck's Mar h. Our 
dogs began to bark, the bull and buffalo in their stable were 
terribly frightened, and I rose immediately to go in search of the 
cause of this novel concert. 

"Rudly," I cried, "bring me my gun, and let us find out the 
m11.Rician who is so disagreeably disturbing us. And you, Frederick, 

(I 
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can you remam immovable when some new peril, perhap , 1s 

threatening us ? " 
Frederick smileLl, and signed to me to re. ume my seat. He 

told me, while Rudly was away looking for my gun, that he knew 

very well the cause of the di tnrbance. " It is the croaking of 

two mon trous frogs which Rudly ha himself deposited among 

the reeds of tbe mar h on purpose to give you a fright." 

" Capital!" said I; "let us all rise, and when he returns. do 

not forget to show marks of the most complete alarm ; if I am not 

deceived, the joker will be caught in his own snare." 

TRE JAOU.A.R (Felis co nco/or'. 

Rudly, who in fact, had not gueK ed the cau. e of thi. frightfnl 

clamour, now made his appearance with a couple of o-uns. 

That i. well " I remarked · " you have conducted your elf 

like a brave lacl, and haYe felt that in the pre ence of danger you 

could not do better than place your. elf at any • ide." 
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Rudly dill not answer; but turning towards Ernest, who feigned 

rhe greatest anxiety,-

" Well," said he, "do you know what animal it is?" 

"Yes; and intend to march straight upon it; we can jus1 

catch sight of it among the reeds." 

" What do you call it? " 

"A jaguar." 
"A jaguar?" cried Rudly. 

"A jaguar," repeated Ernest. 

"And what ,£s a jaguar?" 

"A jaguar," replied our professor, "is the American tiger, 

and the most splendidly attired of all the animals of the New 

World. Its skin is superb . Naturalists call it felis co11colo1·; 

it has-" 
"It has-it has-" interrupted the poltroon, whom the mere 

worcl tiger had sufficiently satisfied; " it has all the qualities yon 

like; but as for myself, I declare that I won't join in a tiger

hunt." 
Uttering these words, he flew to the grotto as fast as his legs 

could carry him, and rushed headlong into it, without paying any 

attention to our repeated shouts. In a minute he appeared, all 

pale and trembling, in the outer gallery . 

We then made towards him, laughing uproariously, ancl Ernest 

began to explain to the timid fugitive how he himself had been 

the original cause of his own terror. 

"It all proceeds from your mysterious bag," said he; "the 

noise you heard was that of your two frogs-these were the 

jaguar, the splendidly- attired tiger, the felis con color, before 

which you so unceremoniously took flight! On my word, a 

jaguar would have to run hard to overtake you, Ruclly; I don't 

think yoii need be afraid of any such monsters ! " 

This little incident broke up the monotony of our daily Jife: 

and Rudly was the evening's amusement; he wa!-i named the 

Knight of the Jaguar, the Hero of the Frogs, and was repaid all 

the jokes anrl jibes he loved on occasion to hurl at his brothers. 

A few days afterwards, when we bad completely recovered 
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from om fatigues, my wife reminded me of Falcon's-Nest, and 

it castle in the air, which we had almost forgotten since the dis

covery of the cavern of salt. 

" It is wrong of us," said she, " to allow that pretty and 

attractive habitation, which is not even finished, to fall into decay. 

If Tent-Town furnishes us a safe and solid residence during the 

rainy season, we ought not to forget that Falcon's-Nest, with its 

gigantic branches and laughing ven1me, is the pleasantest summer 

abocle we can possibly find." 

My wife was right; and I promised her that in a few days we 

would pay a visit to our neglected retreat. And after having put 

everything in order at Tent-Town, we accordingly quitted the shore, 

and removed to our old home. We did our best to bring it to 

perfection, and embellished it with great care, rnsorting to all the 

m-ts ancl science. in which experience had made us proficients. We 

completed the work of equalizing the curved roots from whose 

ceutre emerged the trunk of our aerial dwelling: the terrace we had 

built up on the roots themselves was relaid with a mixture of pitch, 

clay, and resin; the staircase by which we ascended was also solidly 

repaired. As for our sleeping apartment, we substituted a roof of 

hark for the tent of sail-cloth which had previously sheltered us; 

all around we erected balconies and trellis-work, until the whole 

strurture a .. urned a complete, agreeable, and even elegant appear

ance-very unlike the un hapely and ill-constructed bird's-nest it 

hatl hitherto re. ernbled. 

1'hese ornamental works, however, were but a prelude to labours 

of a more con iderable and far more difficult character. 

Frederick had not renounced his idea of fortifying Shark Isla11d, 

and of converting this advanced point into a kind of outwork, 

intern1ed to protect the coa t, and command the approach to the 

bay. 
He torment d me o con tantly, and develOJJCd before me so 

many plan. antl projects, that I found it impo ible to re. ist him, 

and we at leng th undertook the entcrpri e. o long met1itatetl. The 

r ac1er will easily imagine how many obstacle we had to overcome, 

arnl the difficulties a man antl four lad were called upon to meet in 
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transporting a couple of cannon to the iRland, and mounting them 

on a platform upwards of fifty feet in height. 

It \Yas not until after many failures that we devised a kind of 

weighing-machine for the transport of the two guns-at first to the 

shallop, and afterwards to the place intended for their reception. 

On the platform of our rocky redoubt I had arranged a capstan 

and tackle ; and to reduce the labours as much as possible both 

for myself and my young workmen, I had fastenetl to its base a 

cable furnished with knots throughout its entire length, in such a 

manner as to serve us for a ladder when wanted. This capstan 

proved very useful; we fastened the two guns, in succession, by 

strong ropes ; set in motion the winch and pulleys, and after more 

than a day's hard work hauled them up to the summit of the rock, 

where we planted them with their "grinning jaws" directed sea

wards. We afterwards constructed a watch-tower of bamboo and 

timber in the rear of our artillery; and on the crest of the little 

structure fixed a flag, which could be hoisted or lowered at will 

by means of a small pulley and running cord . 

This fortification cost us several months of toil, and proved to 

be the most difficult and laborious enterprise we had undertaken; 

but the able engineers who raise a lighthouse on a wave-worn rock 

are not prouder of their success than were we when the last stone 

of our edifice was laid in its place. 

rrhe flag, on being hoisted, was welcomed with loud and joyous 

shout , and economical as we were of our military munitions, we 

salutec.1 it with six guns, whose echoes resounded far away over 

the mighty ocean . 
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CHAPTER xn. 

So m:1,nifold, all pleasing in their kind, 
All h c:1,Jthful arc the employs of rural life. 

COWPER. 

r ':"~- ~~C)____, __ 7 '.ERTAINLY it is with an emotion of 

~01 • 1 .,.'! .·_,. A. terror I cast my glance on the mass 
j / ~ /- • 

· Wrr1, !_1 of sheets of paper I have gradually 

'
1 filled, and which every day accumu-

~llrar-
lates at the corner of my table. 

However grcnt may be the pleasure 

I feel in relating, even in the minutest 

details, each adventure of my family, 

I cannot pnt aside the thought-I 

may i-ay the fear-that the reader will consiller my journal too 

long and too monotonous, with its narrative of events, uniform and 

unimportant, recurring every day with very trifling variations. 

Con eqnently, in the interc t of those who patiently peruse these 

page , I shall considerably abridge the conclusion of my story. 

Ten years had rolled by since we had first landed on this coast ; 

tho e which succeeded presented very little difference in the nature 

of the ta ks that occupied our time. In truth, there was alwar 

the amc uccession of labour : our :fields to i-ow, our crop to 

garner, our cattle to feed, our domains to keep in order- ·uch w,L 

the cycle in which our cxi tence uniformly revolved. It ufficcs 

nic, therefore, that the object I propo ed to myself in committing 

thi journal to paper should be clearly demon trated and that it 

·hould teach my reader -i.f it ever find any-bow a young man 

may grow trong in the life of an active, pious, ann. uui.tP.d family; 
(372) 37 
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and how he may prepare himself for the due discharge of the cluticR 

Chance-or, rather, Providence-may impose upon him. 

Providence had willed that the scene ol' our disaster shou1d be 

one or the places most favoured by His gifts. We daily returned 

Ilim our humble thanks for all His goodness; and I remarked with 

pleasure that the use of the mercies lavished around us by the 

Almighty did not diminish in my children their feelings of grati

tude towards the Divine Author of all good. 

The ten years we had spent might justly be considered as the 

years of conquest aml establishment. We had constructed a couple 

of habitations; we had enclosed our domains within irnpassab1e 

barriers; and the wall with which we had blocked up the pass of 

the Savannah protected us from the invasion of any of the 

dangerous animals living in the outer desert. With lofty moun

tains on one side and the sea on the other, that corner of tlie 

island which we bad selected for our abode was always safe and 

tranquil. T;\T e knew, moreover, enough of the ground, ancl had 

explored it suffi<.:iently often in every direction, to be convinced 

that it concealed no source of actual peril. There remained, con

sequently, no other labours than those of embellishment anrl 

enrichment to be undertaken and executed. 

Our principal dwelling-places were pretty, convenient, ancl, 

before all, very healthy. Tent-Town offered us a secure a. ylum, 

both for ourselves and our stores, during the winter season; while 

Falcon's-Nest was our summer residence, our rural villa; Wood

lands, Prospect Hill, and even the block-house posted for the 

defence of the defile, resembled those quiet farm-steacls which the 

traveller wandering o.mong our mountains never approaches with

out receiving the frankest and most cordial hospitality. My good 

l~lizabcth often pleased herself with dwelling on this resemblance, 

and with a tender sentiment which will be fully understood by all 

who have had the mi ·fortune to be torn from their native country, 

she loved to recall Switzerland and it mountains, and, turning 

towards the gigantic masses that bounded the horizon in the direc

tion of' tlrn Savannah,-" Dost thou not sec," she would at ti.mes 

exclaim, "the glorious Alps and their snowy sum mi ts? Yonder 

trees, which balance their green ere. ts in th:-> clouds, ar the fir. of 
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the Black Forest; and there, behind the farm, stretches Lake Cou

stancf', with its calm tmnslucent mirror." I, too, shared in theRe 

ten<l.er illusions. 

The memory of our native land never dies; the love of the soil 

on which we were born and where we enjoyed our first happineRses, 

the thought of the spot to which all our early recollections knit us. 

can never be forgotten; they survive the lapse of years, and infuse 

a something of its ancient warmth into the chilled breast of 

Age. 

Of all our treasures, 
largely. I had ac
q uirecl, through 
habit, the neces-
ary . kill for pro

fiting by these in
genious insects ; 
they multiplied of 
themselves, and 
we bad no other 
trouble than to 
prepare yearly, 
after the ramy 
·ca on, new hives 
for the reception 

of the new-comerR. 
w C were con:e-
quently able to u, e 
the honey accord
inO' to our wants, 
without any ap

prehension that 

the bees, perhaps, had prospered most 

A Sw ARJII OF .BEE . . 

the ine timable resource would eyer fail us. 

In truth, the prodigious qunntity of hive. which surrounded us 

attracted number. of the bird called JlleroJJS, or B e-eater., who 

r ganl tbes in. ect a. n. regal lainty. We wNe at fir. t charmecl 

by their beauty and the splernlour of their plumage, but ,vere . oon 
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compelled to wage war against them to prevent the entire devasta

tion of our hives. We spread snares and bird-lime, in which, it is 

true, more than one poor bee was also captured ; but by this means 

we made prisoners of numerous brilliantly-coloured birds, to the 

great embellishment of our natural history museum. 

In the study of the latter science we found an agreeable recrea

tion for our leisure. In our library we possessed several excellent 

works to guide our researches in its various branches; ancl 

Nature, daily revealing to our eyes new marvels, excited us to 

fresh observations. The bees especially - their intelligence, 

their sagacity, their ardent industry, and, :finally, their curious 

habits-attracted the most frequently our attention ; the spirit of 

man is overwhelmed in penetrating the secret of an intelligence 

whose effects attain so extraordinary a development in an organ

ism of such frailty, and it is especially in the presence of this 

admirable spectacle that be exclaims :-

" The Lord is not only great because He has suspended 111 the 

firmament the luminous spheres which lighten us by day and night, 

and because He has peopled the desert with terrible animals; but it 

is particularly in seemingly trivial objects that His greatness is most 

conspicuous. The bee alone would suffice to prove the existence 

of the Supreme Being-the existence of an intelligent Providence, 

whose hand has carefully endowed all His creatures with the most 

precious treasures. The bee in his hive is no less wonderful than 

the lion which roars in the forests; than the whale, that immense 

monster, whoHe every movement agitates, even to their depths, the 

billows of ocean." 

Our pigeon-house had also thriven, but had grown too confined; 

and ""e had been obliged to supplement it by suspending to the 

branches of the banyan at Falcon's-I est a number of baskets in 

which our ring-doves passed the night. These ambulating pigeons 

were protected from the rain by a screen of leaves. 

We gave the last :finishing touches also to the gallery which 

extended along the front of Tent-Town; and it acquired an elegant 

and picturesque character from a roof inclining against the rock, 

and resting on fourteen columns of bamboo. The gallery was sup-
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ported by sub tantial posts, and terminated at either end by a sort 

of arbour, surrounded with trelli ·-work, which afforded support to a 

variety of graceful climbing-plants. A spring which bubbled out 

clearl_v in the centre of the gallery fell into a ba in of tortoise-shell, 

and diffused all around a delightful freshness; another spring 

flowed away at one extremity, through a series of bamboo canes, 

to water the kitchen-garden. Sweet-smelling plants were arranged 

at the base of each of the columns supporting the gallery, but the 

vanilla and the pepper were almost the only ones which proved 

suceessful, and these climbed up to the very roof. We had wished 

to experiment with the vine, but the heat of the climate was un

favourable to it, and most of the indigenom; plants which we had 
simultaneously sown were dried np. 

Iotwithstanding this slight failure, the gallery at Tent-Town 

was an equally agreeable resort, a place of rest where we all loved 

to assemble after our labours and enjoy the cool evening air. The 

two bowers which terminated the gallery and served as a shelter 

for a couple of fountains had each a small roof, pointeLl in the centre 

and rai eel at the angles, so that, with their bamboo trellisses, they 

resembled Chinese pavilions; we ascended by three steps, which, 

a well as the gallery itself, we had paved with large squares of a 

kind of stone, so soft on being quarried as to yield readily to the 

chi 'el, but acquiring, upon exposure to the air, a remarkable de
gree of hardness. 

The environ of our abode were equally rich and attractive; our 

plantation had proved a complete success; between the grotto 

and the bay a ho t of tree and shrubs, planted in plea ing confu

. ion, gave to the cene the a pect of a real Engli h garden. Even 

hark I land, which wa.· visible out at sea, wa no longer a bunk 

of barren and ; we had covereJ. it with palm ·, pines, and other 

lofty tree,; while ma e of mangrove.', mingled with the clense 

reeds that pread over its shore , def ended the soil again t the en

croachment· of the wave . On the ummit of the reef was vi ible 

a pretty belvidere, ·urmounted by a flag which waved gaily in 

the wind, and helped to relieve the uniformity of the land. cape. 

Animated and full of motion wa the foreground of this mari

time picture, for both the bore and the waters were crowded with 
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ull kinds of aquatic bird:::;; swans, clothed in the livery of mourn

ing, mingled with geese white as the :::;now; troops of gaily

coloured ducks joined in an infinite variety of amusing pastimes; 

at intervals there rose from among the reeu.s the royal heron, its 

head crowned with a silvery tuft; and the gay Numidian, with its )Q 

beautiful robe of feathers lustrous as satin, also haunted this neigh- iu 

bourhood, and might frequently be seen in chase of the frogs or .i 

other inhabitants of the morass. 

Further off, that is to say, under the lofty trees and on t1ie 

grassy knolls which carpeted the ground, save where it ·was broken 

up by winding paths, the tall ostriches promenaded gravely, until 

ome suduen caprice or some mischievous act on the part of the 

_companions of tbeir domesticity made them break into a rapid trot, 

and scuny away with their white wings extended; the cranes, and 

turkeys, and bustards made our acquaintance more willingly; the 
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beautiful 111cwma. lived ou excellent terms with our poultry, but 

the Ca11adiaus aml the moorfowl separntetl. from the " co111111011 

herd," auLl preferred to make their nests among the tall tl1ick 

l1erLage on the other side of Family Bridge: as for the Lenutil'ul 

blue pigeon::; of the Moluccas, though their principal e::;taLlisl1111e11l 

was at Falcon's-Nest, they constantly came to coo on the roof of 

our gallery, aml, us if to divert u , disphtyecl before our admiri11g 

gaze all the richness of their plunrnge; in fine, we were so sur

rnumlcd on every side by grnceful and beautifnl objectt-i that wo 

freL1trnntly compared our abode to the earthly Paradise. 

The place, formerly so arid and desolate, was no louger rccog

nizaLle, and, tlrnuks to our laLours and our cares, had become an 

el1u..tlly secure and agreeable rm,idence. It::; Loumlary on the rigl1 l 

was Jackal River, who::;e steep abrupt banks were covered witl1 

thorny palms, aloes, karatas, banyans, and other bristling plan u, , 
betwee11 which at intervals llouri::;bed the wild citron antl the orange; 

Lhe whole forming an enclosure ::;o fonnidaLle and so dense that u 

111ouse could not have penetrated it. On the left were inaccessible 

1ock ·, among which lay the cry::;tal grotto we had not yet utilized , 

and whither we only retired as an asylum from the scorching heat of 

the summer noons. Opposite it spread the smiling sea, with a long 

line of coast tretchiug away westwanl; but the Duck's Marnh sepa

rnted us so c01upletely from the latter that we had not deemetl it 

needful to raise any clefe1rnivc ·walls in this direction. The croak

iugs of the honible frogs with which Rmlly had peopled the nu-1.rnh 

rendered it::; approaches sufficiently unpleasant, but we nevertheless 

upported these noi y concerts without ::my very great impatience, 

since my wife lrntl formed the idea of converting tlic::;e aquatic 

musician ' into an occasional fricab ·ee, and thu::; adding another 

dainty to our very comprehensive bill of fare. In our rear, the 

ma· of diff wherein we had excavated our dwelling-place wa · so 

lofty and so ·teep that we had nothing to dread from a rearwarcl 

attack; the only pasbc1.ge, therefore, by which we could i ·sue from 

our little Ely ·ium was Family Britlgc, over the Jackal River. 

Thi , \\'a al ways rai ed, and, the better to a · ure it defence, we 

littLl placed there a couple of ix-pounder · : two similar guns, rai ·ed 

behind a rampart of stone, protected the entrance of the bay, while 
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two rnortnn; aml some other small pieces of cannon armed our ship, 
the celebrated pinnace. 

All the area between the grotto and tlrn brook was plantecl and 
cultivated as garden-ground. A palisade of bamboos intermingled 
with spring plants surrounded it, and also added to our security at 
those points where the rocky barrier was weakest . This palisade 
ran in a straight line from our residence to Jackal River; in the 
interior of the triangle were arranged a small field of corn, a plan
tation of cotton, another of sugar-canes, some plants of cochineal, 
a certain number of culinary herbs and vegetables-the whole m 
small quantities, just for the purpose of Jiaving them close at 
lrnnd; lastly, my wife's kitchen-garden, and a small orchard of 
European fruit-trees. These different plantations were watered by 
canals and tubes of bamboo, which brought the water from the 
brook, and diHtrilmted it over every part of the soil. 

Our European trees had been less fortunate than our vines; 
they had grown with an almost incredible rapidity and power of 
vegetation; but their fruits had lost their savour, and, whether it 
was owing to the soil or the climate I cannot say, were not the 
fruits of our own country; the apples and pears bad grown hard 
and sour, while the plums and apricots were no more than an in
digestible kernel encased in a thin and ta teless covering of pulp. 
But for this failure we were a hundredfolcl compensated by the 
indigenous productions : the ananaR, figs, guavas, orange , and 
citrons, which alone arnong the European trees had been succe' -
fully acclimatized, converted the angle of the island which we 
inhabited into an earthly Paradise, as I have already called it, 
wh ere all the riches of vegetation seemed to be accumulated. 

But this very abundance of fruits was attended with a certain 
inconvenience, arising from the presence of a multitude of birds and 
pilferers of every kind, which we were compelled to hunt and en
snare by all possible means. 

Our bird-lime and wire-traps proved of great assistance to u., 
and frequently there fell into our hands a variety of animal. whicl1 
did not inbabit onr part of the island, but only visited it when 
crrtain kiuds of fruit were ripe; a~, for example, the great Cana
<lian t:>qninel, rernarkable for its br.antiful tufted tail and reddisb 

JI 

l] 

to 

I· 

tr 

:n 

hi 



ABOUT THE 11Ul\Ll\1ING-H1RDS. 585 

lm;truus hair, rnme when our nut. began to mature; more than 

one ueautiful ara, and other paroquet , of brilliant colours, perehed. 

uttering a thousand discordant cries, on the brnnd1es of our almonLl

trees; numerous families of blue jay., wood-peckers, purple black

bird -, and yellow loriots, to say nothing of sparrows thrushes, and 

other more common robbers, threw themselves as if in rivalry on 

our cherries, plums, figs, and grapes. Besides these birds of day, 

we were infested with nocturnal visitors, an<l had great difficulty 

in dislodging from our taller trees quite a brood of bats of large 

size and hideous aspect, which seemed desirous of establishing their 

quarters among them. 

While our trees were still young and their fruits precious to us, 

we devi ed all sorts of snares for the capture, or of scarecrow8 for 

the terror, of our plunderers ; but the winged tribes seemed to 

laugh at our efforts, and we were compelled to have recourse to 

gunpowder. At a later date, when our gardens and orchards were 

in full bearing, we had so large a supply of fruit that we allowed 

the feathered gluttons to share the treasure with us, considering 

that a genial nature had given the increase as well for their benefit 

a· ours. 
But it was not in the fruit-season alone we ·were visited by 

crowds of tranger-bi1·ds; the time of blossoming ,·eemed equally 

attractive; but the latter brought to u some gue~ts "-hose arrival 

we always welcomed warmly-that of the humming-birds, or 

colubris; nothing was more delightful than to see these charming 

reature, fluttering about the blo somy branches with graceful arnl 

incredibly rapid movement , and sparkling in the sun like winged 

jewel . It wa al o a source of great amusement to watch the 

quarrel of the e tiny, but naturally quick and wrathful animaJs. 

either among them. elve or with much larger and stronger birrls. 

whom they attacked with boldnes., and often ucceetled in expell

ing from the limitecl don1ain they claimed for their own behoof; at 

time. they might be , een venting their little fury on the flo,ver 

which had deceived their expectation. , either becau e an insect or 

some other ater of honey had antieipatcd them, or becau, e the 

un had already dried up it nectar; in their rage they would 

pluek out tlic ta1110n of the flower, arnl rend in piece ' it1; petals. 



58(j DO!II.ESTJCA.TING TUE STUA. TGEH.S. 

ai:; if Io avenge themtSelvei:; on tLeir lrnplec8 v1<.:tim . 'l'ltm;e tlrauiatic 

:;eenctS tlivertc,l u::; 0°Tcatly and we ::;ouo-Jit uut imleed 1.o tame ou1 
l b l l l • 

little vi::;itorn, lmt to attrn<.:t t11e111 to become re::;iLlent::; in our ncio·ho 

bourl10od; fragmcntt; of honeyG0111b we diopo~ed alwuL the brauche::,, 
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and planted the flowers which they lovetl Le::;t ,,round our habi • 

tation. 

p 

Our cares, after awhile, were fully rewanlcJ; several wuplrn, •l) 

:;uspendcd their tiny, circular, and cotton-lined nest::; to the per- it, 

fumed twigs of the vanilla-plants, which wound about the columns 1ei 

of our gallery; probably they were induced to dwell there by the Pre 

neighbourhood of the orange-trees, and the cinnamon and pepper ••e 

plants, whose perfume is a powerful attraction for these charming tn 

bin ls. \ 

As I have said, our spices had prosperetl llHtrvellou::;ly; the nut- OUr 

meg, with which our Molucca pigeons had in the first place sup-

pliecl us, was in full bearing; it lrnd spread over several feet of ¾d 

grouud, minglecl with bananai.-;, almost at the very entrarn.;e of our ii 

habitation; and when, in the evening, we took om rest in the i,ti: 

T 
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['Ortico after our clay' labour , the pungent and balsamic OLlour of 

llte e ·hrnbs adlled to the charm of the twilight tranquillity. It 

is true that tlie nutmeg also attracted numerous troops or Bird:-; of 

1>,mtdi:.;e-well worthy of the name from the beauty of their re

isplenclcnt plumage, but rendered odiom; by their voracity aml Ji::,

conlant cries; however, after having en ·mired a few of the mo:.;t 

magnificent, we found an easy method of Llriving away the others 

by di posing among the nutmeg-trees a few stuffed binb of prey, 

whose sight was in itself sufficient to t errify them. 

BIRD OF PARADISE (l'u.nulisca apo<la . 

Of all our plantation ·, our olive-tree · suffered least from the 

depredation of these various marauders. As we pos:.;e · ·ed two 

specie of olive , we collected the larger and fie ·hier before they 

were ripe, and after pa sing them through a sieve, as is done i11 

Provence, we pre ·erved them with a mixture of salt and spices; 

the others we allowed to ripen until quite black, aml then extracted 

their valuable oil. 
,V c were de ·irous ah;o of extending and bringing to perfecti on 

our indu trial resource . As we collcdcd yearly n g reat quantity 

of nut , almonds, and kernels (J_J ignons), I ·ub -titutc<l for the pe::,tle 

and mortar of the kitchen a ·imple and easily-worked crn ·hing

mill, whid1 proviLlcd u · with a · much on as we could u: e, without 

fatl cruing u cx<.:e · ·ivcly by working it. 

The manufacture of sugar was also the object of pecial atten-
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tion. \Ve were already in this matter in the path of progress; we 

continued to advance towards perfection. We did not succeed, it 

is true, in crystallizing the sugar as is done in the refineries, but 

we arrived at a very satisfactory result. Among the wreck of the 

vessel we had collected various utensils intended for a sugar-factory, 

including the metal cylinders indispensable for a sugar-pressing 

milL three great caldrons for boiling the juice of the canes, shovels 

for stirring it, and great strainers for purifying it; the mill was 

SuoAr,-1\IrLL. 

e1'-tablished under a perpendicular screw, which, rotating on itself, 

was also in communication with the cylinders; the whole was set ill 

motion by means of a lever passed horizontal1y into the screw, and 

to which one of our beasts of burden was lrnrnessetl ; a few hours' 

work daily sufficed to provide us with the quantity of sugar neces· 

sary for our yearly consumption. 

Another machine of the same kin{ we made to an wer three 

purposes-to bruise in a speedier and lees fatiguing mannc?.r om 
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supplies of hemp, instead of beating it as we had previously done ; 

afterwards to crush our olives, and extract the oil more ea::;ily: 

and, finally, to pound the cacao or other substances of the . arne 

nature. The bottom of this mill wa. formed of a large hollow 

stone, with a neck through which the juice or oils might flow: 

this stone had a rim about nine inches high, and beneath it was a 

furnace which we heated when ncces. ary. 

At first we e tablished our mi1ls in the open air, between the 

Herring Promontory and our drawbridge; but, afterwards, we 

enclo eel them in roofed huts, and so obtained a commodious work

shop, where we could toil under shelter, even in the rainy season. 

Whale Island was not neglected; like Shark Island, we embel

lished it with plantations. This place, however, was appropriated 

to our coarser occupations, and all such labours as were attended 

with unpleasant smells ; as, for instance, fish-curing, fat-melting, 

tanning, and candle-making. The workshop for these various pro

cesse wa, built under a projecting rock, and sheltered equally 

from . un and rain. 

We divided our cares between these establishments, without ne

glecting the attendance of the more remote, which we called our 

colonies. At Woodlands, we gradually transformed the morass 

into an immen. e rice-field, which fully repaid us for our toil by its 

extraordinary crops. We al. o made some cinnamon-plantations in 

the neighbourhood, and obtained from them a profitable return by 

careful cultivation. 

Pro pect Ilill had next its turn and there we laid out a reg ular 

cotton-plantation; we visited it annually, especially at the sea on 

that the capers flowered, and then brought back a good sto<:k of 

caper-buds, which my wife pickled in aromatizcd vinegar. Some 

time after the rainy sea on and when the tea- hrub put forth its 

fir. t leave , we went to gather the crop; and returning home. 

my wife and younge t on set to work to dry it roll it, and 

finally pack it into onr porcelain vc,, els with a much care as 

the hine. e themselve could have displayed in preparing this 

precious article. 
Before the winter came upon u , we took care to cut our ugar

rane , then in full maturity ; we picked also the dourra or negro 
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millet, wJ1irh wa~ of the greatest value as a food for our poultry. 

In all these distant expeditions we made use of our periagua, ancl 

c-nnied back in it our booty : we therefore returned home by sea, arnl 

visited, en ro'llte, our maritime possessions, Shark n.ncl Whale Islanck 

At intervals, we made an excursion to the fort at the mouth of 

the defile, to see if any elephant or bea::;t of prey had penetrated 

into our possessions, or been caught in the snares which we lrn<l 

laid. for this purpose in t.hc neighbourhood. Frederick then as

cended. the river in his ca jack, returning loaded with supplies of 

cacao, bananas, and ginger, while we also stocked our vehicle with 

the products of our harvesting and our hunts, and with porcelain 

e by for the completion of our domestic utensils. 

As in the woods bordering on the defile Frederick had once en

countered some traces of birds which, by their figure and their peculiar 

clucking, he had conjectured to belong to the family of Tmkeys, 

we resolved, one clay, to organi7,c a grand hunt after the fashion of 

the Cape colonists. With this view we erected a great _platform, 

or flooring, of timbers laid one upon another-the said timbers con

sisting of the gigantic bamboos dcRcribecl in a previous page; our 

cclificc gratlna1ly assumed the shape of an immense trap, such ns 

chillhen make with stems of elder to catch small birds ; each sicle 

was ten foot long by six feet high ; a gate of trellis-work occupiecl 

tl1c place of the t.rnp in this kind of snare; tlrn top was also covered 

with a light lattice of bamboo . 'fo draw the birds into this great 

cage, we dug n. deep trench, which, like a military mine, termi

nated in the centre of the edifice ; this trench we covered over 

with planks, earth, and turf, and at the outer entrance and in the 

s11 bternmeau passage we strewed a quantity of millet and other 

small grain; then we withdrew. The turkeys and various kinds 

of fowls rnshccl headlong on the bait, and the more they found to 

cat the further they penetrated into the passage, until, having 

reacli ed. its extremity, they discovered themselves caught in the 

cage ; for, as the entnmce of the mine, on this side, was masked by 

a quantity of leafy boughs through which the birds had passed 

without taking any notice, they could not again detect the place of 

exit. Accorclingly they flew about in a panic of consternation on 

every s:i<lc; they strnck their hcacls against the trellis; b11t all in 
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vain, for we hastened to open the gate, introduce oursclveR into the 

enelosure, and seize upon our prisoners. 

It was thus we capturecl, on our different excursions, sometime. 

at the mouth of the J.cfilc, an<l sometimes in the neighbourhood of 

the sugar-plantati9ns, a superb Rpecies of fowls, which enabled us 

by interbreeding to bring to perfection the races we had brought 

from Europe. 
These birds were clothed in a magnificent plumage; the cock, 

in appearance and mien, resemulcd the turkey, but was higher on 

his feet, so that he easily picked from the edge of our table the 

~rain or bread we placed there for his especial benefit. 

Changes had also taken place in the pe1'sonnel of our domestic 

animals; the families of Turk and Juno ·were regularly increasecl 

every year by a certain number of pups, which, notwithstarnling 

the brilliant qualities they indicated, we were compelled to drown; 

fnr we should have been infallibly devoured by our scn'ants had we 

pre. erved them all. To every rule, however, there is an exception. 

and at Rndly's urgent entreaty thnt at least one member might be 

added to the canine family, I permitted a young whelp to be saved; 

to which the name of Uoco was given, because, said Rudly, it con

tained the sonorous vowel 0, and would echo wonderfully well 

through the. forest-glades. 

The female buffalo and the cow likewise presented us yearly 

with an offshoot of their race ; but we rcnrcd only another calf 

and another heifer, and the. c we trainctl to draw ancl carry, like 

their father. The cow we nametl Blonde, bccau. e Rhc ,.._.a, of a pale 

yellow colour; and the bull Thunrler, in reference to his formidable 

roar. W c had al o two young donkeys, male and female, which 

we designated re. pecti\Tely A now ancl Alert, on account of their 

rapidity of movement. 

Our , ,Yine did not grow more socinble. The sow we had broug11t 

with us into the i land had long departed this life, but had be

queathed to her po. tcrity , uch n. spirit of , avagc inclcpcrn1cnce 

tlrnt all our efforts could not OYercomc it. Our other cattle hall 

multiplied in the arne proportion,. o that we conld kill them from 

tirn to tim without any fear of de, troying tllc race; we allowet1 

a few indivic1ua1s to roam the wootls, where they returnetl to their 
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primitive condition of barbarism; they also increased very rapidly, 
and furnished u~ frequently with excellent game. 

The Angora rabbits had peopled Shark Island in so prodigious a 
manner that we were compelled to destroy them by scores for want 
of sufficient food. We had an abundant supply of felt for our l1at 
manufacture, and were forced from time to time to proceed to a de
cimating operation, in which our dogs delighted hugely; but the 
flesh of these rabbits always retained an odour of musk, which made 
them, as far as we were concerned, a very disagreeable dish. As for 
the antelopes, on which we lavished our tenderest cares, we were 
wholly unable to tame them thoroughly until we removed a couple 
to onr yard or court at Tent-Town; they multiplied slowly, and 
the somewhat ungenial climate of Shark Island, where they ·were 
confined, killed off several every year. 

-.:::.: ucrr is a general survey of the condition of 
our colony ten years after our arrival 
on the coast. Our resources had 
wonderfully augmented; our strength 
and industry bad made great progress ; 
abundance reigned all around us, and 
most of the dangers we had to ap1Jre
hend were foreseen and provided for; 

that corner of the island which we inhabited was as familiarly known 
to us as an English gentleman knows bis estate ; we presented, in 
a word, the picture of the most perfect felicity ; we resembled the 
family of the First Man happily restored to the pure delights of 
Eden-except for the great void ·we felt within ourselves, and the 
yearning after the society of our kind. In the midst of all om 
riches and abundance, something was still wanting; the com
panionship of man, our brother, for which companionship we felt 
Providence had created us. 

For ten long years we had discovered neither on sea nor land the 
most trivial indication of humanity. Many and many a time we 
bent our gaze on the distant view of ocean, and withdrew it, dis
nppointed. Thus was engendered in all our minds a painful and 
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melancholy sentiment, to which, however, no one gave expression; 

but the desire to recover the fellowship of our race was so strong 

in us that we would have given up all we possessed to compass it. 

We patiently collected supplies of the many precious things our 

i, land contained, in the hope they might some day become the 

staple of a beneficial commerce. In our magazine we collected 

cocoa, spices, cotton, ostrich-feathers, nutmegs, and everything else 

which we hoped to have an opportunity, at some future time, of 

selling to an European ship. We had need of this idea; it was 

our strength and our future; it inspired us with courage, and 

, aved us from ennvJ, which too often produces despair. 

We all preserved our health, and during these ten years had 

experienced no other maladies than an occasional attack of fever, 

and other slight indispositions. 

My sons were no longer children : Frederick had sprung up into 

a strong and vigorous young man; he was not very tall, but 

exerci e had ,,ell developed his limbs. He was twenty-five years 

old. 
Ernest was twenty-three. 

Rudly was twenty. 

Fritz was eighteen. 
Ernest, though well-built, was not so strong as his elder 

brother; but hi thoughtful intellect had ripened ; his reasoning 

faculties had come to the aid of hi studious inclinations, and to a 

certain extent he had overcome his indolence. In a word, he was 

an able and thoroughly educated person, with a solicl healthy 

judgm nt, and undoubtedly he wn the boa t of Lis family. 

Rudly had changed but little. At twenty he was as imprudent 

a at ten he was wild ; but he excelled in all phy ical exercises. 

Fritz wa tall and robu. t; his character, without being dis

tingui hed by any alient trait, seemed to preserve a mean between 

hi. brother . He wa rettective, though without Ernest's pro

fundity; he wa kilful in athletic exerci e. , without attaining the 

masterly addre. of Rudly and Frederick. Finally, my ons 

were good and honourable youths, in whom the religious senti

ment, which l had earne. tly laboured to cultivate, wa frequently 

manife. ted in a rnanner as spontaneous a ~ it was affectiug. 

~ 2 3 
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My dear Eliza.beth had not aged to any great extent. 

AR for myself, my locks were white as snow, or, to speal: more 

accurately, very few of them remained; the heat of the climate, and 

perhaps my excessive fatigues in the early days of our residence 

on the coast, had thinned them very rapidly ; however, I felt my

i;elf still strong and vigorous, though I was no longer the young 

and enterprising man who, ten years before, had commenced tht 

establishment of the little colony which, under God's blessing, had 

so marvellously prospered. 

But, in all the changes which took place, one sad and bitter idea 

was ever present to my mind. I foresaw for my children a gloomy 

and desolate future, and often, with my eyes bent upon the ocean, 

I poured out my soul before my God. 

<< 0 Father," I would say, " Thou didst save us from the perils 

of shipwreck, Thou didst rescue us from the jaws of death, Thou 

hast fillecl up the cup of blessing even to overflowing; be pleased 

in Thy exquisite goodness to complete Thy work, and suffer not 

those to perish in the solitude whom Thy hand hast ·preserved." 

The reader will easily understand that with the developments 

which had taken place my young family wap, not so easy to guide 

as during the first years of our sojourn on the coast. My sons 

R(!)metimes experienced a longing after liberty, which led them 

to absent themselves· trequently for whole clays at a time ; they 

traverr<ed the forest-depths, they scaled the summits of the lofty 

ti 

• 'U 



LOST AND FOUND. 595 

rocks; but if, when they returned in the evening, overcome by 
fatigue, I meditated a reprimand, they had always so many curious 
things to relate of their discoveries and adventures that I had not 
tbe heart to grumble! 

Frederick one day absented himself in a manner which caused 
us the most lively anxiety. He had taken with him a supply of 
provisions, and, as if his hungering after adventure could not be 
satisfied by inland excursions, he had equipped his canoe, and 
launched himself on the open sea. 

He started at break of day, and night came without our perceiv
ing any signs of his return. My wife's disquietude was extreme. 
I unmoored the periagua, and we immediately set out for Shark 
Island. There, on the summit of the fort which our labour had 
erected, we hoisted our signal-flag, and afterwards :fired an: alarm
gun. A few minutes later, and we discovered a black point on 
the horizon, gradually separating itself from the world of waters, 
which still glowed in the many-coloured radiance of the setting 
sun; a telescope soon revealed to us our dear adventurer. 

He advanced to us slowly, and striking the sea with his oars, as 
if the Greenland boat were loaded with a double cargo. 

"Fire!" cried Ernest, in a tone of command; and Rudly, in 
his capacity of officer of the coast-guard, discharged a cannon : we 
gave a general hurrah, and descended in all haste to regain our 
periagua and meet Frederick on the shore of the bay, whither he 
was directing his course. 

On our arrival, we perceived the cause of the young navigator's 
slowness of progress. The prow of his cajack, which he had deco
rated with the head of the walrus and its ivory tusks, was loaded 
with various articles, while a great shaggy head, more like an 
inflated bladder than the head of an animal, and a bag, which he 
likewise towed, kept his little skiff sunk up to the gunwale in the 
water. 

We received the voyager with open arms. 
" It seems," said I, " my dear Frederick, that you have had a 

lucky day; but, whatever may be your booty, it i not worth your 
return home safe and sound ; ble ed be God, who has restored 
y0u unrnJur cl to your mother's arms ! " 
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"Yes, indeed," replied Frctlerick; "blessed be God! fur, 

besides the spoils you see yonder, I believe I have made a 

di covery which in itself is more precious than all the treasures of 

the sea, and which will stimulate us to new excursions." 

These words, which he uttered in a half-whisper, singularly 

excited my curiosity; but I gave no expression to it at first, as 

all pressed around the voyager, plying him with questions, and 

scarcely giving him time to breathe. When we had unfastened 

the bag-filled with large oysters, as, at a _first glance, I conjec

tured-and the marine animal which served as a counterpoi. e to 

its weight, my boys began to drag the little boat, with its pilot 

still seated within it, towards our habitation, making the air ring 

with joyous shouts. My wife and I followed. 

Afterwards they returned, with a banow, for the remainder of 

the cargo, and this disposed of, we all seated ourselves under the 

gallery, and prepared to enjoy Frederick's account of bis expe-

11-ition. 
He began by begging us to excuse his little escapade : as we 

were wholly unacquainted with the eastern part of the country 

which we inhabited, he had set forth with an intention of exploring 

it, and not for the mere purpose of seeking those adventure and 

perilous hazards which occasionally relieved the monotony of our 

occupations-too peacefully uniform in their nature for the activity 

of a young man of twenty-five. 

FREDERICK'S I ARRATIVE. 

~ ,', ., UAD long made all my arrangements for 

/1 ,
1

, ~ this expedition," he continuec1, after 
' ,...._ 

',t, his mother, by an embrace, and I , by 

Y, a sign with my head, had assured him 

of our forgiveness; "I had stored my 

cajack with provisions, and with two 

bottles, one of hydromel, and the 

~ other of fresh water; on the after

.:::_'- deck I had fitted up a mariner'i:; com-

pass; a harpoon, ·a boat-hook, and a fishing-net were di. posed in 

their proper places, on the right ]1and side of my canoe; a gun, 

ll 
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and an anchor, with its cable coiled up, on the left ; I had also a 
pair of pistols in my belt, and a game-bag stuffed with munitions 
at my side; I found a place for my eagle, which I wished to take 
as my companion; and I awaited with impatience the moment 
when I could depart unknown to you, dear parents, for I feared 
my mother's tender reproaches. 

" This morning, before daybreak, I rose very softly, and hastened, 
according to custom, to the sea-shore. The weather was so beauti
ful, the wave so calm, that I could not resist the temptation to 
avail myself of so favourable a conjuncture. I seized upon a good 
stout hatchet: leaped into the cajack, and suffered the current of the 
Jackal River to carry me out to sea, in the direction of the reef on 
which our noble vessel was wrecked. 

" There I saw, as I passed, and at no great depth, a quantity of 
iron bars, cannon, and shot, which we may, perhaps, one day recover, 
when we have hit upon some means of diving for them. I after
wards cl.irected my course, diagonally, towards the western coast, 
steering through a multitude of rocks of every shape, which, like 
the ruins of a i:;hattered promontory, rose above the liquid surface 
or were concealed by the foamy waves. A host of sea-birds have 
built their nest~ in this exposed situation, and flutter about the 
scene, uttering the most piercing cries. Wherever the rocks pre
sented a clear surface might be seen numerous large marine 
animals- some, stretched in the sun, were loudly roaring, while 
others amused themselves with awkward pastimes. Sea-lions 
were among them, an<l sea-bears, sea-elephants, and all kinds of 
seals, and especially walruses, which, anchored to the rocks by 
their curved tusks, suffered the lower portions of their body to 
hang suspended in the sea. This latter species must have estab
lished their general rendezvous in the place I speak of, for I 
remarked, as I skirted the coast, heaps of their bones and ivory 
teeth; we have only to go thither to procure for our museum, 
whenever we choose, a perfect and beautifully white skeleton." 

'' Oh, that would be charming !" exclaimed Frederick 's auditors; 
" we will collect the tusks to make ivory handles for our knives, 
anll even tools ! ,, 

Fritz, whose reflective mind always suggesteJ an appropriate 
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remark, then irn1uirecl of me the uses of the enormous curved tcetl1 

or tusks with which certain animals were provided, inasmuch as 

they were evidently not fitted either to bite or graze. 

" Such," I replied, " is not the object of all kinds of teeth ; 

some are weapons of attack or defence, as in the case of the 

elephant, rhinoceros, walrus, and narwhal; others, like the snout 

of the boar, or the curved trunk of the seal, or the tusk of the 

babyroussa, are the tools with which Nature has endowed those 

animals, either for digging up the tubercles and roots that form 

their fooLl, for detaching shell-fish from the ocean-rocks, or for 

hooking themselves on to the branches of the trees whose foliage 

Lhey devour; the hippopotamus alone has teeth so strong and 

various that one knows not for what purpose he employs them, 

since he is frugivorous. However, the tusks of the hippopotamus 

and walrus being less porous thai1 those of the elepbant, the ivory 

yielded by them is most esteemed: becau~e it is less likely to turn 

yellow; wherefore dentists use it in the manufacture of artificial 

teeth." 

" 

Frederick then resumed his narrative :-

_='- =-~~~ :11 UST confess that when I found myself 

in the midst of all these monsLers, 1 

did not feel very much at ease; I 

endeavoured to glide unperceived 

through the openings in the reefs, 

and wa, fortunate enough not to 

encounter any animal inclined to 

dispute my pas age; yet fully an 

hour and a half elapsed before I 

escaped from this unplea,:;ant neighbomhood. Then I pas eel 

before a magnificent rocky portico ·which Nature seemed to have 

taken a pleasure in constructing of the severest and most imposing 

architecture; it resembled the arch of a gigantic bridge, under 

which the sea flowed as in a canal: while on either side the rock 

rose like a perpendicular wall from the watery depths. I did not 

hesitate to venture into this gloomy ocean-ravine, at who e 

extremity a feeble gleam of light inclicaLed the existence of au 
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opening; delicious was t.he coolnesi:;, while all around and about 

me fluttered clouds of sea-swallows whid1 lrnll niched their nests 

in the rocks, and which filled the air with their shrill crie , as if 

they would fain have forbidden my approach; but their daring 

neilher weakened my courage nor lessened my curiosity. l 

moored my skiff to a corner-i:;tone of the marine-cavern, and 

applied myself to examine tranquilly its wonders as well as its 

inhabitants. 

"These birds appeared to me about as big as wrew;; their 

breast is dazzlingly white, their wings are of a dear gray, thei1 

EmBLF. -EsTs (of the Collocalia esmlental 

back and the feathers of their tail of a lu trou jet: it eemed to 

me that their ne t , myriad of which were built about the arch 

and ide of the cavern, con i ted like thmie of other birds, of 
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feathers, dry leiiVes, and blades of grass; but the singular circum
stance is, that each of them was placed on a kind of support re
s-embling an elongated spoon without a handl~, glued to the rock, 
and apparently composed of a kind of smooth gray-coloured wax. 

"As some of these nests were empty I removed them, and after 
attentively examining them, I perceived they were made of a solid 
substance like isinglass; I procured a small supply, which I care
fully packed up with the debris of other nests and dry herbs, and 
placed in the fore-part of my boat, in the head of the walrus, for 
your inspection. Tell me, father, do you think it will be of any 
service?" 

" Assuredly/' I answered ; " a capital article of commerce would 
these swallows' nests be, if we were in communication with China, 
where they fetch their weight in gold, for they are eaten by 
millions, and regarded as a specjal delicacy." 

Here I was interrupted by my wife and sons, who loudly gave 
expression to their disgust at the idea of eating birds' nests. I 
made them understand that it was no question of eating the hay 
and feathers which lined their nests, but only the outer crust, 
which is carefully cleaned, and when cooked with spices, makes a 
kind of transparent, savoury, and agreeable jelly. The word 
"jelly" reminding my wife of what she had achieved with a sub
stance which at first sight seP.med by no means well adapted for 
conversion into a delicacy, she speedily recovered from her preju
dice, and agreed that, with a suitable preparation and seasoning, 
Frederick's discovery might be turneu to advantage. 

" Have not men," I added, " conceived the idea of turning 
sharks' fins into a dainty of the most exquisite character ! What 
do we not owe to human necessity or gluttony! Come, my dear 
wife, you must serve up to us some of these nests, that we may 
have an opportunity of judging if they are really worthy of their 
renown. 

,, 

"Willingly," replied our good housekeeper; "though I am com
pletely ignorant of this transcendent mode of cookery. I think, 
however, I can contrive to make you a jelly, provided you will 
thoroughly cleanse for me these little cakes, which appear tolerably 
dirty." 

O' 
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Little Fritz, who was still the cook's a sistant, assured his 

mother that thi8 should be his first occupation on the following 

day . Then, turning towards me, he said,-

" But, father, where do the swallows obtain the glutinous 

matter of which they make the supports of their nests?" 

"That, as yet," I replied, "is not po itively known . It 

was formerly pretended that the foam of the seas which this little 

bird (the Collocalia esculenta) collect· with his beak, he employed to 

glue his nest to the rock. vVhen dried, the substance I speak of 

a · umes the appearance of wax, or rather of isinglass; and some 

authorities assert that it is the produce of a kind of mollusc on 

which the sea-swallow feeds, and of which, after having swallowed 

it, he disgorges the gelatinous part, either to construct his nest 01 

feed his young. The latter opinion appears to me the better 

founded, beca .. use this substance possesses the nutritive qualities of 

animal matter. But a truce to our discussion, and let us hear 

the conclusion of our adventurous voyager's narrative." 

"I advanced boldly," he resumed, "through the tranquil waters 

which bathed this gloomy pass, and on emerging from it found 

myself in a magnificent bay who e low and fertile shores skirted 

a avannah of immense extent. Graceful clump of frees of every 

specie~ relieved the uniformity ; to the right ro e enormous ma ses 

of rocks, of which the one I had just traversed wa only a prolon

gation; to the left flowed a calm and limpid river, and beyond 

thi river extended a great morass, ·which was bounded by a dense 

fore t of cedar . 
" "'While I follov,:ed up in my kiff the sinuosities of the coa t, I 

perceived at the bottom of the tran parent water·, on a pebbly bed, 

numerou shoal·, o to peak, of large hell-fish re embling oysters, 

which are called, I believe, bivalves. Ilere, then, I aid to my elf, 

i · a far more ucculent edible than the little oysters of af ety Bay; 

I mu t ta ·te them, anJ if they are good, I'll carry home a supply to 

Tent-Town. Immediately I detached a few with my boat-hook, 

collected them in a net, anu threw them on the shore without 

leaving my canoe, because I wi ·hed to complete my cargo at one 

loading. On returning to the shore with a fresh supply, I found 
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that the first oysters were open, and that the heat of the i:;un had 
already begun to corrupt them ; however, I opened one or two of 
those I had just brought, but instead of the white fat oyster on 
which I had hoped to regale myself, I found only a hard, leathery, 
tasteless viand. In attempting to detach the animal from the 
shell, whose interior was, I may add, lined with dazzling mother
of-pearl, I felt under my knife some hard round bodies, like peas ; 
I extracted them from the flesh of the oyster, and found these litLle 
heads so pretty that I amused myself in cleaning out all the shells 
arnl stowed away the pearls-for. such I take them to be-in a 
small box which I had about me. Do you think not, papa," adcled 
Frederick, as he presented them to me, c< that they are really 
pearls ? " 

<< Let us see, let us see, Frellerick," exclaimed his brotl1ers, 
throwing themselves on the box at the risk of spilling all its con
tents; " oh, what a treasure ! How they shine ! How brilliant 
and regular they are ! " 

I took the box in my turn. 
' ' They are indeed pearls!" I cried, <c and OrieuLal lJearls of the 

5-reatest beauty ! Thou }1ast truly discovered a treasure, my son ; 
it is true, it will be· less useful to us than thy salanganes' nests, 
since we possess no means of turning it to advantage ; yet its 
discovery may one day have for us advantageous results; we will 
not neglect it, and will visit the bay you have so well described. 
l\Ieanwhile, go on with your narrative." 

" ~ 
1

'•-~ ·.:--·;· .• ~-----~•"l'ER J1av~ng rec1:uited my strength," res~med 
~ ·. •,:-; . · .. _ '};f,~ Fredenck, <c with a hearty lunch, I contrnued 

; .... , .r'".i · (.,. '. my voyage along the coast, whicl1 I found to 

f be broken up into a number of little creeks; 
clothed in blossoms and verdure. In due 
time I reached the mouth of the river, whose 

tranquil ,vaters flowed almost noiselessly into the bay ; its surface, 
covered with aquatic plants, resembled a verdurous meadow, where 
divers kinds of birds were flying, and, among others, a species 
which, mounted on large legs, stalked forward at a rapid pace. 

"This river I named the St. John, because it reminded me of 

T 
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the great river of that muue in Florida, as far as I could j mlge 

from my reeolleetions of what I had read. After renewing my 

supply of fre ·h water, I directed my course towards the other 

promontory whieh terminates the bay, and stanJ.s opJJO ·ite to the 

one I had cleared by pa ing through the arched tunnel in its Gilles. 

'l'his bay, which I <lo not hesitate to designate P earl Ba!J, mea-

.\Qt:.\TIO rLA:\'TS (F1tci and Alyre1. 

ure · about two leagues across from one point to the other, und is 

s 'parated from the open ea by a chain of reef extending in a 

tMaight line. There i but one convenient entrance, which li a 

little to the we ·t; everywhere cl ·c the entire bay is fortified by 

reef'.· awl , and-banks, forming a natural harbour, which needs only 

th neighbourhood of a town to render it perf ct. 

' I attempted to pa. out by the pa. sage which I hurl so rec ntly 

di~eovercd, but tl1c tiL1e began to ri 'e, anJ. for the time I was com

pelled to renounce my project; I therefore proceeded along the rocks 
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as far as the promontory, but it had no opening like the other, 
and I was obliged to land. For on e ery side I i:;aw the heads of 
marine animal , which, apparently about the size of a calf, rose 
above the waters, plunged, and dived, and pursued one another in 
s1 ort, and I feared they might upset me in their joyous pastimes; 
consequently, I fastened my cajack to a piece of rock, took my 
eagle and my weapons, and prepared to strike the first of the 
creatures which should approach the shore. I was desirous of 
bringing home one of them for your inspection. Owing to their 
rotundity, I can only compare them to a valise well-filled and 
swollen to the utmost; the skin being covered v;1ith a short thick 
hair, I conjectured it might be useful. A company of these comed
ians soon approached the corner where I had concealed myself. 
I let lom;e my eagle, which immediately attacked the largest, and 
speedily blinded it. Then I leaped from rock to rock, until I 
reached the place where the poor animal was struggling under the 

cruel talons of its 
enemy, killed it with 
a blow from my boat
hook, and drew it to 
my cajack. All its 
compamons had dis
appeared as if by 
magic. 

" Straightway, I 
began to diseml1owel 
the animal, whose 
weight was too great 
for my frail skiff ; 
but while I wa. thui:; 
engaged, a prodigi
ous quantity of sea• 
birds aBsailed me on 
every bide: gulls, aud 

w A.NDERING ALBAl'Ross (Diomedea exulmis,. frigate-birds, sea-

swallows and other species, approached me with so much audacity 
that, in a fit of impatience, I let drive at them left and right, and 

) 
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uy good ludc knocked down a great bird of extraordinary strength. 

[t was, I fancy, an albatro . 

" Meanwhile, having driven off these importunate visitors, I 

fini hed my task. I fastened my . ea-otter, for such, I think, is the 

animal's name, to the rear of the canoe, by the side of my bag of 

oy ters, and began to think of home. The ebb was now running 

out ; I made for the entrance into the bay among the rocks ; 

cleared it without accident; speedily regained the well-known 

waters; descried our flag waving in the distance, and heard the 

~annon of the redoubt welcoming my re-appearance." 

.~ .~~ --:-~~f• FTER the conclusion of Frederick's ani-

1f - mated recital, and during the absence 

- of my wife and sons on a visit of in

spection to the cajack-the former to 

examine the new viands recommended 

to her culinary talents, and the others 

to handle the pearl oysters-Frederick 

and I remained for some time alone. 

He had reserved for our private confer

ence the mo t important part of his narrative, and now confided to 

nre a secret for my com,ideration before he divulged it to the rest. 

cc I have to tell you," he said, cc a singular circumstance of my 

voyage. On examining the albatro s which I had truck down 

with my boat-hook, judge of my urprise when I found a cloth 

about one of it paw . I unbound it and reacl in good Engli h 

th .e word.-

'' ' SA VE THE POOR CASTAWAY O TIIE SMOKING ROCK.' 

cc :i\Iy emotion on making thi. di. covery it i impos ible to 

de cribe . Again and again I re-read the word. , a if to a sure 

my. elf that my eye. had not deceived me. Oh, Heaven, I criell, 

grant that this may be true ! Afterward,, I endeavoured to 

account for the pre ence of a human being among the. e cliff: , but 

the hi rtory of our own hipwreck wa a convincing proof of it 

poi-; ibility; from that moment, to seek alono- the coa, t or out at 

8<.'a the 1:nnoking rock,-to save the. ufferer, rny fellow-creature, my 



606 A MESS.AGE BY SEA. 

brother, became my only thought ; but though T gazed around on 
every side, my glances were lost in the unfathomable space. 

" Then a lucky idea occurred to me-namely, to rebind about 
the foot of the albatross the original cloth, and to tie round tbe 
other foot a new piece of linen, on which I wrote in English:-

"' TRUST IN Gon; ASSISTANCE IS AT HAND.' 

"If, I said to myself, the bird returns to him who sent it abroad, 
he ·will read my answer; if, on the other hand, the messenger shall 
only :fly near the unfortunate, without stopping, he will perceive 
the second cloth ; and this alone will inspire him w-ith hope and 
confidence, for, unquestionably, he will understand that his bird 
has fallen in with men. 

" I plucked a feather from the wing of the bird; fashioned it 
into some degree of shape ·with my knife, and dipping it in the 
blood of the sea-otter, wrote, on a small strip torn from my hand
kerchief, the short sentence I have already repeated to you. The 
albatross had only been stunned by the blow, and I revived it by 
administering a few drops of hydromel. Then attaching my mis
sive to its foot, I sent it on its journey, offering my prayers and 
entreaties to God that it might return safely to him who had sent it. 

'( At first it rose in a straight line above my head, as if to recon
noitre the locality towards which it would fain direct its course j 

then :flying westward, it plied its wings with such rapidity that I 
soon lost sight of it, and was compelled to renounce all hopes of 
following it in my cajack. 

(c Now, father," continued Frederick, with generous emotion, 
c( what think you of this event ? If we were at length to discover 
a human being! a new friend! for we shall go in search of the 
stranger, shall we not, my father? Oh yes, we will go ! What 
joy, what happiness! But ah, what despair if we do not succeed 
in the enterprise ! Thus, my father, you recognize the alterna
tions of fear and hope which induced me to keep the secret of this 
strange rencontre from my mother and brothers, and confide it only 
to you; we must spare them the anxictie. of a hope which, arter 
all, may be deceived." 

These last words my son utterecl in a tone of the deepe. t melancholy 
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" I am well pleased with you," answered I ; " you have acteLl 

with much prudence ; you have doue well in resisting the first 

impulse of your heart, which led you to carry assi. tance to a suf

fe1:ing fellow-creature. 

'' You would have plunged us all jnto a mortal agony, if night 

had come on before your return home. 

" As for the incident you have described, it is, undoubtedly, 

extraordinary; nevertheless we must not too sanguinely build 

our hopes upon it. The albatross is a wandering bird, which in a 

very brief time traverses immense distances. It is possible, also, 

that the message which it carried was written long ago; and even 

snppo ing that it was of recent date, jt may well be that the poor 

wretch who wrote it is at such a distance from our island that any 

attempt to di ·cover him will be fruitless. But let us keep the 

secret between us, and I will reflect on the best means of rescuing 

the unfortunate, if he exi ts, without awakening fresh anxieties in 

tl1e bo om of our beloved ones." 

These cold and commonplace words were dictated by my desire 

to subdue the kind of excitement which fired the young imagina

tion of my son, and to prevent him from rashly plunging into some 

dangerous enterpri e ; for I was not unaware that pirates hidden 

in some creek or bay frequently employed these false signals to 

entrap the unwary navigators. I therefore bade my son be calm, 

and promised to con ult with him on a feasible project. We 

then ha tened to rejoin the re8t of the family, whom we found 

still occupied by the glittering pearls. 

EIIOLD," aid Professor Ernest, " here 

lie at our feet a fortune ! Europe 

pays in weight of gold for the beau

tiful gems which the Orient sends 

her: in 1 04, the Engli h Govern

ment . old t o a peculator, fo r upward 

of 3,000,000 franc:::, the right of fi. h

, ing , for a single sea8on, the oy ter

bed of the Ceylon coa. t. 
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"The pearl fishery commences in the month of March. and 

employs a great number of boats. The Orientals who prosecute it 

import into their transactions a great deal of mystery, and never 

undertake it until they have perfoi-med all kinds of ablutions, and 

said all kinds of prayers, which in their belief ensure the infallible 

succes8 of the enterprise they meditate. They set out at night; 

for it is essential, they say, to have cast anchor in the latitude oi 

the bank about to be fished before the sun rises. 

P EARL DIVERS. 

"Neverthe1ess, the fishers do not commence their operationA 

until seven o'clock in the morning-that is, when the heat permi¼ 

'D 
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the divrrs to enter the water. Aml this rn how they set to 

work:-
" ,Vith oars, and spars, and pieces of wood, they construct n 

kind of light scaffolding, which projects on either side of the boat, 

ancl to which they suspend a tone shaped like a sugar-loaf. This 

sto11e, called the diver's stone, is lowered about five feet into the 

water. The cord supporting it is connected 'vvith a kind of stirrup, 

intended for the diver's foot. The diver places bis foot firmly in 

it, and remains tanding erect for a few moments, until a net 

shaped like a pannier is thrown out to him ; in this he places his 

other foot, holding in his hand a rope su,_ pended from the scaf

folding. 
"These preparations completed, he closes his no trils with one 

band to prevent the water from choking him ; then he gives a 

mart pull to the rope connected with the stone, and descends 

into the water. On reaching the bottom, he draws his foot out of 

his stirrup ; immediately the stone rises, and the boatmen above 

hook it on anew to the scaffolding. The diver then collects his 

spoils, removing the oyster from their beds with a small iron 

pincer, and gathering them into his net with all po, siblc speed. 

" Generally, the whole time spent under water docs not exceed 

a minute and a half. 

"If he is skilful, he will collect as many as one hundred and 

fifty oy, tcrs in this brief interval. 

"A. soon as hi ta, k is finish eel he gives notice to the boatmen 

above by pulling the cord attached to the pannier. They imme

diately draw it up; but the diver mounts to the surface before his 

booty: and waits, disporting around the boat, until it is again his 

turn to dive. A tlivcr's stone ordinarily occupies a couple of men. 

" The native.· of Ceylon and the Coromandcl coa t are eager 

pnr uer. of this particular fi , hcry; and, painful a, it ,eem,, the 

men employeci. in it speak of it only as an agreeable recreation. 

They toil iu the manner I have de ·cribcd for at lea t six hours, 

without uttering a . ingle complaint ; and if they ever groan, it i:-. 

bccau, e the oy. tor-bank i , badly upplied. 

' After the fi hery, the oysters are heaped up in , pacious inclos

nre , where they arc wat<.;hell with nrnch care for about ten tlays: 
(372' 39 



610 WHAT IS A PEARL? 

that is, until they corrupt, and the pearls can be extracted. ·when 

they have reached n. suitable condition, they are thrown into a 

reservoir full of sea-water : there they are left for about twelve 

hours. Then they are opene<l and washed, and the shells pass 

j1tto the hands of the ' clippers,' who detach the pearh; with small 

pincers." 

After this explanation had been supplied by Profesi:;or Ernest, 

we all made our remarks on the beauty, size, and number of the 

pearls found in the shells which Frederick had brought home. 

In reply to some questions of Fritz, who wished to know if all 

Lhc pearls were of this brilliant and agreeable "water," I added to 

Ernest's account the information that the beauty of the pearls 

tlcpended on the purity of the bed whence the shells were taken : 

in muddy waters, it is said, they are dull, but on sand or g ravel 

very clear and shining. They also change their 1w,ance according 

to the locality : those found in the Gulf of California arc of an 

orange yellow; those on the African coast are smoother and nearly 

black; some, much esteemed among the Arabs, are of a greenish 

colour. In Scotland, as in 'Lorraine, a species of large mussel fur

nishes pearls; but these are of a bluish tint and irregular shape." 

"And how, then," inquired Fritz, "are pearls formed?" 

(c li'or a long time their formation was looked upon as marvel

lous. They were attributed to a kind of dew which foll from 

heaven; and perhaps you will remember the graceful apologue of 

the drop of water which bewailed its fate in falling into the ocean 

and being swallowed by au oyster, but afterwards became ·one of 

the most beautiful of Orient pearls, and adorned the crown of the 

great King of Persia. 
"In this tale there is nothing true bnt the moral. 

"As for the real origin of pearls, naturafo;ts have discovered 

that the substance is identical with that which lines the shell of 

the oyster itself; aml that, at first a viscous liquor, it agglomerates 

nnd hardens in the body of the animal when any intru:-;ivc sub

:-;tancc arrc:-;t:-; its secretion. It has also been remarked that in 

wonlllled oysters pearls nre generally found, and especially in those 

whii.;li have been pierced hy a small marine worm. Pcrf"or-
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ating the hard shell of the pearl-oyster, it extracts the poor animal 

by suction: the latter, in defence, coven; the hole with a nacreous 

imbstauce, which becomes as hard as the shell, ann acriui.res consider

able brilliancy. 
« I may add that the pearl-oyster also invests with this nacre 

the grains of sand or other foreign bodies which occasionally force 

their way between the valves ; and the fishermen in this way 

multiply the pearls by piercing the shells, or inserting tiny pebbles 

when they find them open." 

After the pearls, we took up the sea-swallows' nests as a subject 

of di cussion ; but the ea-otter, before all things, exciteJ. the 

attention of our young naturalists. 

What an ugly animal! and what thin moustaches sprout on 

either side of its snout!" cried Fritz, examining it. "And this 

you call an otter ? " 
<< Yes," replied Ernest, quite delighted to launch out in his pro

C sorial strain, " it is, in truth, a , ea-otter-one of the mo t inno

cent animals which the ocean nouri hes, and endow eel with a 

multitude of good qualitie , e pecially with an ardent maternal 

love, , o that he dies of hunger when deprived of her off pring. 

If attacked, he make no re i ta.nee, but seeks to save hen;elf by 

0ight . Often this means proves un ucce ful : then she growl 

like a cat, whose grirnatcs he imitate ; she stretche hen,elf on 

her :itle, OYcrs her face with her fore-paws, as if to prepare for 

the blows she expect, , and thus confronts her J ath. But should 

she he fortunate enough to effect her c. cape, the moment Hhe 
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is out of danger she rears herself on the waves, and indulges in 

THE SEA-OTTER (uutra marina ). 

a thousand tricks, as if in 
mockery of the enemy whos€ 
efforts she has foiled. 

" The sea-otter, however, 
is not to be despised in her 
character of ' game : ' not 
only does her skin provide 
an excellent fur, but her 
flesh also is much esteemed, 
and is described as quite 
as good as mutton." 

We next bestowed our attention on ::,ome other less important 
articles which Frederick had brought back with him; and when 
the first enthusiasm had somewhat subsided-

"My dear wife," said I, suddenly assuming an unwonted air of 
gravity, "and you, my sons, this day is one of the epochs which 
mark out the history of a family. Frederick is no longer a child : 
for some time, and especially in his last excursion, he bas conducted 
himself with so much courage and prudence, that I now formally 
resign my parental authority over him, and declare before all of 
you that henceforth I hold him free from subordination ; that I 
consider him a Man, and, as a friend, called to aid me by his 
counsels and energies in the administration of our little colony." 

This unexpected harangue was followed by a moment's silence. 
Frederick himself, to whom I had given no inkling of my design, 
could with difficulty conceal his embarrassment; while bis mother, 
with tears streaming down her cheeks, clasped him in a fond 
embrace. 

After a minute or two of emotion, Ernest exclaimed : 
" This is the Roman ceremony, my dear Frederick, of the toga 

virilis. You are now, in truth, a man-a man-A MAN !-and 
take care never again to thrust your freed feet into the little 
i.;li ppers of infancy." 

In this family scene, however, there mingled such an element of 
i:;eriousness and gravity, that none felt inclined to smile at Ernest's 
attempted pleasantry. 
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The secret which Frederick had confided to me I revealed to no 

one, not even to my wife ; for I had not decided what steps should 

ue taken to follow it up . In fact, I confe s that it caused me no 

slight embarrassment. 

-~_~,';~.' . Jirn_ pearls however, were an object to~ 

"Vrci-;:.-;'t".'N':';:.J ~'/,,~1,·.11 /~i\;_·J'7,j{jj important for any one to forget; and 

. ~.,; ~I-'.:\ on the following morning my sons 

'~,F:\:'-~ pressed me to dispatch them to the 

: ,y;_:.\ bay, that they might conduct a :fishery 
~,) 

' en regle of these precious bagatelles. 

" Softly, gentlemen," said I. " Be

fore one goes out to ride, one must 

equip one's horse; and if you would 

have your enterprise succeed, you must furni..,h yourselves with the 

tools indi, pensable to its success. Let every one of you invent 

omething u eful for the expedition; of whi<.;h not only do I ap

prove, but I will gladly take part in it." 

My proposal was warmly applauded. 

Immediately everybody set to work, and our quarters became a 

scene of unexampled activity. I myself cast at the forge a couple 

of great rakes and two small iron grapnels. The former I fur

nished with long and olid handles of wood and rings of inm, that 

th ey might be fixed to the keel of our shallop, and so dragged 

over the bed or bank tenanted by the pearl oysters; the little 

crooks or grapnels were to detach tho ·e passed over by the rakes. 

Erne ·t fabricated, after a design of his own, a kind of scraper, 

with chi els. et in motion by a cord, and intended for the removal 

of the nest of the ea-swallows from their rock, as ,ve ·were desirous 

of procuring a upply of them. Rudly constructed a very light 

lad<ler by boring hole' at regular intervals in a stout bamboo tem. 

and pa ·sing through these holm; a number of ·pokes of cane, about 

eighteen inchc long-the whole resembling a pa.roquet' climb

ing-pole: and that a per 'on might the more readily dimb up it, 

he had fixed at the top an iron hook, by which the ladder could 

be u pended, and at the bottom an iron point, to fix it firmly in 

the rocks at need. Fritz, ve;:y :::,kil1ul in net-making, mended up 
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our old ones, and made 8ome new and stronger ones, with which 

to garnish our crooks, and to receive the oysters we might gather. 

All this time Frederick laboured silently on his cajack, endea

vouring to fit it to carry another rower. I alone understood his 

motive in doing so, and read in my son's soul the hope which 

irn,pirecl his generous toil. I rejoiced in it, but durst say nothing 

to encourage it. 

We did not neglect the provisions required for the voyage. Two 

hams were cooked, and some cassava loaves baked; we also took ::i. 

supply of wheaten bread, rice, nuts, almonds, and other dried 

fruits, besides a cask of fresh water and a keg of hyclromel. The 

who1e was put on board the shallop, with such instruments as we 

suppo ell likely to be of service. 

A whole day was spent in equipping our boat. On the morrow 

a fresh and favourable wind and a gently agitated sea invited us to 

depart. Fritz and his mother were charged with the duty of 

watching the coast ; and, gaily hoisting our sail, we fired them a 

salute, starting in the midst of prayers and good wishes for our 

happy return. 

vVe were accompanied by some of our servants : the youthful 

Kuips, a. successor to Frederick's ancient pupil-for the good old 

trickster was dead-and Rudly's jackal, whom a domesticated life 

had not prevented from becoming a strong and vigorous animal, had 

1·ouncl places in our shallop . We had also taken Juno, Braun, and 

Folb, as three faithful followers, not to be daunted by any danger. 

In fact, tlie climate of the island had answered so admirably with 

them, and in their life of freedom and continual exercise their 

strength had so notably increased, that we frequently compared 

them to those dogs of noble race ·which Porus of old gave to 

Alexander, and which did not fear to measure themselves with 

lions ancl elephants. 
Rudly arranged with Frederick to occupy the second place in 

liis cajack. Ernest alHl I took charge of the shallol', with all the 

provisions and animals it had on board. 
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EXPEDITION TO PEARL BA y. 

eajack took the lead, and we followed it 

through a labyrinth of reefs and rocks level 

with the surface of the \Yater ; :Frederick 

wimling his way with an ease which our 

heavier boat was unable to imitate. \Ve 

~ ' .;.1 
{:~ ~~T , encountered no marine monsters ; but, by 

"ay of compensation, the rocks were covered with the bleached 

bone · aml tusks of walru, es, bears, and sea-horses. J-Drnest made 

u · stop ·evcral time8-at the risk of dashing agui1rnt the surf-beaten 

crag:-that we might 8elect, among the debri8 of these mo1rnters, 

omc curio. ities for our museum. 

The 8ea was calm, and ·hone like a resplendent mirror, and over 

the ·unny waves glided, like fairy boat8, whole flotilla:,, of the 

,wutilus papyrus-the name given to a kind of univalve &hell-fish, 

mmle like a tiny gondola with a raised poop. The old story ran 

that the animal inhabiting it taught men the art of navigation. 

The mo. t that can be said, however, is, that the form of the 

8h ,11 iH not unlike that of a hip, and that the animal 8eems to 

steer him8elf through the waves as a pilot teem his ves8el. 

'\Vh n the nauLilus wishes to swim, he rai ·e~ his two arms, ttml 

ext >nd · like a sail the thin light membrane fa ·tcncd between 

th 'lll; two oth 'r · he dip· into the sea, and u cs as oar, ; another 

:-erv 'S him in ·tend of nuhlcr. Ile only take8 so much water into 

his , h •11 as i · nece ·ary to balla ·t it, anJ enable him to advance 

\\ iLh a · much safety a swiftne. , ; but at the outbreak of a storm, 

or on the approach of an enemy, be take in hi ail, lays up hi 

oar ·, aml tills his bell with water sufficient to enable him to sink 
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rapidly. He turns his back keel upwards when he ·wishes to re
ascend to the surface, and by means of certain portions, which he 
expands or compresses at will, he can traverse the "liquid expanse;" 
but the moment he bas attained the surface, be adroitly right::, his 
little ship, empties it of its bal~ast, and expanding bis canvas, per
mits himself to be carried wherever the "'rind wills. The nautilus 
is a constant navigator, who is at once his o,vn pilot and his own 
craft. 

The shell of the nautilus is thin as paper, white as milk, striated, 
and spirally involved ; the animal is a kind of polypus, with eight 
feet, and both sides of his mouth is furnished with a fringe, which 
divides into twenty fingers (so to Rpeak), and fulfil the functions of 
the creature's hands, stretching forward or contracting, seizing hi::; 
prey, and carrying it to his mouth.* 

My young naturalists could not see these charming shells execut
ing their rapid evolutions on the tranquil surface of the wave::; 
without feeling a desire to pursue them; by means of the net~ 
which we carried with us, we had soon capture<l half-a-dozen of 

* This graceful l: ttle animal has been described with much picturesque vigour by the 
poet Montgomery:-

" Light as a flake of foam upon the wind, 
Keel-upward from the deep emerged a shell, 
Shaped like the moon ere half her horn is filled ; 
Fraught with yo1rng life, it righted as it rose, 
And moved at will along the yielding water. 
The native pilot of this little bark 
rut out a tier of oars on either side, 
Spread to the wafting breeze a twofold sail, 
And mounted up and glided down the billow 
In happy freedom, pleased to feel the air, 
And wander in the luxury of light. 
·with all the dead creation, in that hour, 
To me appeared this lonely Nautilus, 
My fellow-being, like myself, alive. 
Entranced in contemplation, vague yet sweet, 
I watched its vagrant course and rippling wake, 
Till I forgot the sun amidst the heavens. 

"It closed, sunk, dwindled to a point, then nothing; 
While the last bubble crowned the dimpling eddy, 
Through which mine eyes still gidclily pm-sued it, 
A joyous creature vaulted through the air-
The aspiring fish that fain would be a bird, 
On long, light wings, that flung a diamond-shower 
Of dew-drops round its evanescent form, 
Sprung into light, and instantly descended." 

The Pelican Tslancl 
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tl1e111; they were quickly disembowelled, and carefully placed in a 

ba ket to serve as an ornament for our mu~eum. 

It was not long before we reached the promontory, behind 

which, nccording to Frederick, we should enter Pearl Bay. This 

promontory, in addition to the passage tunnelled in its flanks. 

presented, as a ma s, an imposing and extraordinary appearance of 

well-shaped alcoves, arches, and aspiring pyramids; in a wonl, it 

resembled the fa<;ade of one of those old Gothic cathedrals em

bellished by the capricious fancy of meclireval artists, ·with the sole 

difference that its proportions were colossal, that its flooring was 

not of marble but the sea, and that its columns, instead of rest

ing upon the earth, had their bases beneath the waves. One might 

have said it was a temple elevated to the ]~ternal in the millst of 

immensity. 
"\Ve pa sed beneath the vault : it was gloomy; for, like a 

Gothic pane, the daylight entered it only at rare intervals, through 

the fissures in the rock, or through some natural wimlo,vs which 

lu:ul been opened up by the loo~ening of one crag from another. 

We rowed several times around this curious edifice, but met 

with no trace of living being . The bones of ocean-monsters 

were scatterell here and there at the foot of the rocks, aml proved 

that they had at one time , ervecl a a retreat for some of tho~e 

terrible animals with whi < h we had not hitherto been compelled to 

mca. ure our elves but wb e teeth aml extraordinary size letl us 

to think of them as very formidable enemies. 

The da -h of our oar frightened the peaceful salanganes, which 

fluttered about be\\'ilclered from one end to the other of the 

arched corridor, so that it was ,vith difficulty we made our way 

through the winged legion . When our eyes had grown accustomed 

to the emi-twilight of the place, it wa with no little pleasure we 

di::,covered that very hollow and niche were filled with nc. ts. 

rrhese, imilar in hape to, and not le tran ·parent than, small 

cups of porcelain, were gnrni:h cl, like the nest::; of other Linl.-. 

\\'ith feather and dried mos·, and exhaled a trollg perfume. Our 

experiment \\'ith this ·nu tance, which, when boiled and sea. oned 

with salt and pice, re emble calf\;-foot in flavour ltall proved o 

H1cce · ·ful, that we could not neglect the opport-.'.uity of secunng 
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an ample supply of it: moreover, we knew that 

the nests of the sea-swallowR were a very im

portant article of commerce in China, and we 

had so accustomeJ. ourselves to the hope of see

ing a ship one day arrive upon our sl10res 

\\'ith which we might carry on a profitable 

barter, that we considered it a duty to 

collect as many as we could. But that 

\\'e might economize this source of 

wealth, we were careful only to select 

those nests which had neither young 

nor eggs in them. 

Frederick and Rudly clam berccl 

like cats along the projcding 

ledges of the rock, while 

Erne t and I recei vctl 

all they collected, and 

deposited them in a 

large bag; it was 

speedily 

filled. 1 
could not 
without 

anxiety. 

see my two 

son sus
pended to 
their frail 
ladder at 
so great a 

au 

ll 

riJ 

11 

It 
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l1eigbLnhove Lhe watery abyss, 

arnl fearing they might be too 

t:.itigucti, I bade them discon

tmue their harvesting. After 

rncruiting our energie.' with 

some food, we prepared to 

cross the gloomy clefile. Be

fore going further, ho\\'ever, 

I , ished Ernest and Rnclly 

to finish cleansing a quantity 

of nm;ts which they had cle

tacl1ecl from the lower part 

of the rocky walls. 
" In truth," exclaimed 

}laster Ernest, suddenly

the work by no means in

tcre ·ting hi· profc:sorship 

-" when I reflect a. little ' 
l can scarcely comprehend 

Lhe degree of faith with 

whit:11 we accumulate here 

this dirty provi. ion, to sell 

it to a bhip which per

ha1's will never touch our 

eonst. Ten year· have al

ready pa' ·eel-" 
" Hope, my son," I re

plied " i one of the greatest 

bcn ,fit · Heaven ha~ bestowc11 

upon man here below; ~he 

i · the thluo·hter of Courn,rrc 
0 0 
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,111Ll the si ·tcr of Activity ; 
for the tourngeon: man neYer de. pair:, aml the hopeful ever 

labours to aUain the goal of his de ·ires. The philo ophy o[ the 

~loth[ul may "'hi:per that the succe s of our cares is tluuiou:; 

ncYerthel, ·. let u.- alway maintain n. cheerful aml industriou 

pirit, confiding in foe goodn,3ss of our heavenly Father." 



620 A l\IAGNIFICENT SPECTACLE. 

I then gave ihe order for departure. 
Frederick had assured me that the waters we bad entered wqre 

navigable, and that by following up the gloomy tunnel we shonld 
arrive more safely and more quickly in the great bay. And. in 
fact, the tide having risen, we were borne onward with great 
rapidity to the other extremity of the cavern without finding our
selves once compelled to resort to our oars; we admired at our 
case the magnificence of this extraordinary passage, discovering 
grottoes and caverns, both on the right and left, which were lost 
in shadow, and extended, perhaps, to a vast depth. The vault 
sometimes revealed to us several cupolas lighted from above, and 
long ogives enriched by a thousand festoons of stone or of stalac
tites; sometimes great, coved ceilings, enriched with coffers and 
roses, like those of a Greek temple ; just as if, after several 
essays, the great universal Architect had there laid clown the 
foundations of his sanctuary, and afterwards abandoned it. 

On emerging from the tunnel we found oun;elves, as Frederick 
had prepared us to expect, in a bay of enchanting beauty. We 
dropped anchor for some time . The waves were so still and clear 
that we could see the fishes moving to and fro at a great depth. 
I recognized the white :fish, ·whose shining scales supply the 
material of which false pearls are made : I pointed it out to my 
sons; but the expression "false pearls" whid1 I employed 
brought on an interesting discussion. 

My children, unaccustomed. to the conventional value imposed 
by civilized societies on certain articles, could not comprehend why 
the pearl found in a shell should be more esteemed than that pro
duced by a fish, when the lustre and heauty of the latter often 
equals those of the former. 

"It is less the object in itself," said I, "which men pay for, 
than for the difficulty of procuring it. A pearl would be little 
prized if it could be procured in all the rivers of Enrope; its 
vnlue centres in its origin." 

"Ah yes," said Ernest; "that is what we call pretiurn aJlec
tio11is ." 

We laughed a little at the professor and his Latin , and, while 
conYersing, arrived at the reef where Frederick had carried on hi 
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abunrlant fishery of pearl-oysters. The coast presented a very pic

turesque appearance, with its forests stretching far away to the 

horizon, lofty mountains soaring above the clouds, and ever:7where 

the bloom and profusion of a Tropical vegetation. A majestic 

river poured its waters into the bay, and we could see it rolling its 

. ilYer floods from afar through a noble extent of verdant pasturage. 

Everything invited us to di. embark, and promised a place of 

agreeable repose. We sprang gaily upon the sand; our dogs fol

lowed us; bu t Master Knips, more timid, could not make up his 

mind to cross the narrow belt of water between him and the earth. 

Twenty times he reared himself on his hind feet in the act of 

springing, and twenty times recoiled, as if all ocean lay before 

him! 

At last we took pity upon him, and drew tight the ruooring

rope of the boat, on which he adventured him. elf with much grace 

and lightne s. Thereupon we all made 0ff to the river, and 

quenched our thirst at leisure; Knips and the dogs did more

they took a thorough bath, according to the salutary habit they 

had contracted every time they came upon a suitable cnrrent of 

water. 

rrhe day was too far adYanced for us to begin our oyster-fishery: 

we supped tranquilly on slices of ham, roa. tecl potatoes, and cakes 

of ca . ava; and we kindled along the coast a line of fires, to burn 

all night, and keep at a di, tance any prowling beast of prey. 

After thi , leaving our dogs a bore, we withdrew on board our 

shallop : :Ma~ter Knip · wa in. tallcd at the ma. t-hcall as a ,vatch

man; "'e tretched the ail above our heads for a tent, and en

veloped ourselves in our bear- kins, as a protection against the 

nocturnal damp . . 

1 0thing di turbcd our , leep, except the noisy concert with 

which some jackals in:istetl upon regaling us for about an hour in 

the evening all(l to which Rudly's pupil replied with a per. i tency 

that almo t rent our ear . 

We ro c with the :un, and, after a frugal break fa. t, began the 

labour. of the day by fi . hing for pearl ; and what with the rake. 

an(l grapnel and harpoon. we had prepared and the abundance 

of the spoil a very short time wa ufficient to provicle u. with a 
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ca pi Lal stock of oysters. We coulrl easily have augmented it, but 

our cupiclity wa8 satisfied; and, besides, we wished to have some

thing more than pearls to offer to the European vessel we were 

always expecting. The results of our fishery we piled up in a 

great heap on the shore, that the sun might open the precious 

shells without affecting their ·contents. 

During the clay we alighted upon a very precious saline herb

the herb used in the manufacture of soda. I caused my sons to 

collect a tolerable quan6ty, for my chemical knowledge, imperfect 

as it was, suggested to me a means of rendering the plant usef'ul 

in the manufacture of soap, as well as for other purposes. 

Towards evening, the coast appeared to us so beautiful, and the 

vegetation clothing it so rich and so full of life, that we found it 

impossible to conquer our desire of exploring a little wood which 

resoun led with the cries of turkeys and other feathered denizens. 

J,Dach of us took one of our faithful comrades, and struck out a path 

for himself. Ernest, attended by Folb, was the first to enter the 

wood; Rudly quickly followed; while Frederick and I stopped to 

fill our game-bags with ammunition. 
A few minutes afterwards we heard a report, and the voice of 

Rudly rose in a doleful shout, followed by a second discharge. 

Frederick immediately unhooded his eagle; I loaded my gun ; and 

we ran in the direction whence the sounds proceeded-our foot

steps quickened by shouts of " Help! help! I am dead. Come 

hither! Come, and save me!" 

'11 he poor boy exaggerated somewhat both the danger and the 

position in which he found himself: he was not dead, he was not 

even wounded; bnt he was confronted by a kind of ,vild pig, 

armed with tusks like those of a boar, which had assailed him so 

rudely that at first he gave himself up for lo t . And, despite his 

twenty years, Rudly retained much of the poltroonery and fan

faronacle of his infancy. 
His brothers hastened immediately to his aid; and a couple of 

pistol-shots, at ten paces, delivered the unfortunate adventurer 

from his terrible enemy. We llicl not spare him our sarcasms and 

pleasantries in return for the groans and crieR with which he had 

tPrri fieJ. ns. 
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However, as the awful fright he had experienced mi~ht b<' 

att nded with rious consequences, I made him swallow a glas, ful 

or anary wine, and after having bathed the contnsions on hi.; 

heall and back with the same liquid, we ('arricd him to the shallop, 

laid him down on a cotton mattress, and soon had the satififuetion 

of seeing him sound asleep . 
" Iow," said I to Ernest, "let me know ·what happened, for I 

do not yet understand the affair." 

"I had made my way into the wood," said Ernest, "along with 

Folb, when the brave dog, scenting the game, started off from rny 

side, and ru hed in pursuit of a boar which went growling and 

grunting through the copse, and stopped not until he came to its 

l:Onfine , when he began sharpening his tusks against the trees with 

a frightful noise. 
"At this moment Rudly entered the wood; his jackal, which had 

also . melt the wild pig, rushed upon the latter in a fury, while 

Folb attacked him in the rear. I approached the sc no of action 

by slipping from tree to tree, so as to get within gun-shot of tbf' 

bC'ast. The jackal, having approached too near hi· enemy, re-

ccive(l a furiuu. blow of the foot, which sent him rolling tweuty 

yan1~ and more. RU<11y then came out into the open, nncl iirc<1 ,tt 

the boar, but mi:setl him ; the f uriou.· animal innncl1iately turncll 

on his 11 w a::aibnt, and i:-tartcd in pur.·uit or Rudly, who, sei:r.ed 

with a panie ol' terror, Hew "ith all th' i:;wiftne::; · or a Uotteutot. 

" l I 11d ubt llly, in a few rnonl<'nt: he woulil hnv 1,t>rn out of 
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the mom:ter's reach, if, as be ran, the root of a tree had not 
tripped him up. He fell. Immediately I fired, but with no 
better fortune than my brother. 

"The boar meanwhile had overtaken Rudly, whom he began to 
trample upon, and attack with his great head and snout. Happily 
he had no time to do him any serious injury, for Braun and Juno 
making their appearance, seized the ferocious animal by either ear, 
and held him so firm, that notwithstanding his furious efforts he 
could not disengage himself from their teeth . It was then that 
Frederick's noble eagle, like the genius in a fairy tale, pounced 
do,vn on the foaming and raging animal, and blinded him with 
repeated thrusts of his beak ; while Frederick, advancing, fired a 
pistol do,vn his throat and slew him . The boar, in expiring, fell 
back upon Rudly, who had not been able to raise himself ; I 
accordingly ran up, and a&Sisted in disengaging him from the enor
mous mass; he rose, as you know, groaning loudly; but as soon 
as he had convinced himself that he was not wounded, I left 
Frederick to lead him up to you, and remained by the dead boar. 
It was with Rome surprise I found Master Knips regaling himRelf 
on some black-looking tubers he had discovered there. I picked 
up a few, put them into my game bag, and here they are." 

The young naturalist thereupon handed me half-a-dozen tubers, 
not unlike potatoes, but. with 
a very pungent odour ; I 
opened and tasted one ; it 
proved to be a most delicious 
truffle ; the substance was 
fragrant, brittle, and delicate, 
and streaked with white. 

"It would seem," I said to 
my son, congratulating him 
on his discovery, " tl1at the 
boar, whi ch is by nature very 
partial to truffles, was en-

TRUFFL,ES (Tuber cibarimn). 
gaged in digging up some 

for his supper, and that he broke into a rage because distm bed 
i11 this operation . At all events, the discovery is not to bf 
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de~piRed, and your mother will be specially pleaRed with it, because 

it will provide her with a new means of seasoning our dishes, 

which the gourmands of Europe would envy." 

I ·was then asked for some details in reference to so singnlar a 

production, for it was wholly unlike a vegetable. 

" atura1ists," I replied, "agree in considering the truffle to 

be a kind of mu hroom; it grows without roots to fix it to the 

earth, and without leaves or branches to reveal its presence above 

ground. In fact, it would never be found if it did not betray its 

hiding-place by the perfume it exhales; a perfume, however, 

which pa ses undetected by our feeble senses, and compels us, in 

order to recognize it, to invoke the assistance of animals more 

favoured in the olfactory organs than we are. These animals are 

pig and clogs; the former do not confine themselves to discovering 

and di interring the truffles, but also banquet eagerly upon them. 

It is for this reason an iron ring is inserted in the snout, prevent

ing them from devouring the dainties they unearth. Dogs, on the 

contrary, are satisfied with indicating, by scratching the surface of 

the ground, the place where this precious tuber lies concealed." 

" But," inquired Erne t, "~s there no more scientific mode of 

<letecting the presence of truffles in the soil? " 

cc A tolerably certain sign is the number of little green flies 

al ways hovering about the dry turfy S)vard where truffles generally 

fiouri h. The, e flies spring from the worms which feed upon the 

trufiles; and they, in their turn, deposit their eggs upon the truffles; 

the form and spccje8 of these insects, however, I am unable to 

le ·cribe to you. 
" Truffle· are found in almo -t all parts of the world, but especially 

in temperate climate . France and Piedmont furnish, it is said, 

:t prodigiou quantity, who. e fl sh and perfume are particularly 

admired by connoi eurs. 
cc The truffle is round, of an irregular form, with a black or gray 

xterior mface, bri tling with tuberculous asperitie8 ; its sub

stance, within, is a firm, compact fie h, traver ed by numerou 

mall vein. of brown intermingled with quasi-white thread ; it is 

ranked along with the mu broom, in the Cryptogams. The ecret 

of' tlic rPproduction of truffles wa long unknown, but is said to 
(3i2) 40 
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have been recently discovereLl. If this be true, and every gardenet 

can thenceforth multiply at pleasure the tuber whose rarity was at 

least one half of its merit, it is all over with the truffle and its 

glory-the halo will have vanished with which Europe has invested 

the heritage of gourmanrli·se bequeathed to it by the ancient 

Roman empire ." 

While we ]1ad thus diRcourned njght came on, and we had to 

think of re:'it: we lighted our watch-fires, took a slight repast, and 

retired to our shallop . We could have ,viRhetl to have had tbc 

dogs at our side, but they lingered near the boar, on which the~· 

had made an ample repast, and it waR too late for us to go in search 

of them. We lay clown under our i:-;ail, which s~rvecl as a tent, ancl 

were soon sleeping as peacefully a· we could have done in the 

grotto of Tent-Town. 

Onr fin;t care at claybreak was the preparation of the boar which 

Ruclly had cliscovercd. vVe left the unfortunate hunter a little 

affected by the previous clay's alarm, and accompanied by our clogs, 

who had rejoined us, Ret out for the stricken animal. We found 

an enormous mass of flesh, whose form, partly resembling the 

buffalo and partly t1ie boar, realized one of the most hideous or

ganizations it is possible to imagine, and which might assmedly 

have made front against the lion himself. 'JJ1e head specially was 

of a tremendous size 

While we were examining its gigantic proportions, Fretlerick 

exclaim,ed, " Parbleu ! we may easily supply the place or Ll1e West

phalian hams which are no more! This fellow here has singularly 

well-developed thighs and shoulders." 

" For my part," cried Ernest, '' I hold to the head; it is an object, 

as poor Ru(lly very ju tly asserted, fit to grace our museum. But 

before we set to work to eulogize all the various parts of the 

animal, it will be as well, perhaps, to think of some mean. of 

tran porting them on board our boat." 

" As for t])at," said Frederick, "if my father wi11 leave it to me, 

the job will neither be long nor difficult." 

"Willingly; but I fern· that the flesh of this old African is no 

better than that of an old European boar. Con equently my 

opinion is, tlwt instead of fatiguing ourselves with dragging about ,, 
I 
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this enormous carcass, of which our dogs have already eaten a 
good share, we shall do much better to cut it up here, and only 
carry away those pieces which are worth the trouble." 

My sons were of my opinion, and we immediately set to work to 
remove the boar's head and legs . A few branches of trees made 
excellent sledges, which we drew along in company with our dogs, 
and thus we all regained the shore with an abundant provision. 
We had some difficulty in making our dogs, and still more our 
jaclrnl, understand that they were to confine themselves to the task 
of dragging the burden imposed upon them, and not to diminish it 
by a too near approach ; but an active surveillance, added to some 
well-applied strokes of a switch, enforced our warnings in a suffi
ciently satisfactory manner. 

While we were engaged in loacfo1g our sledges with the meat we 
thought worth carrying away, chance led us to a discovery far 
more precious for us than a few pounds of boar's flesh. On the 
boughs we were making use of, Ernest remarked a kind of nut; he 
opened one, but instead of a kcmel, it contained a :fine deep yello,~r 
cotton, which I recognized as the veritable substance of which 
nankeen is made. 

Nankeen owes its name to a province in China which grow~ 
this kind of cotton in abundance, and its well-known colour is 
native to it. 

We collected a large quantity of the precious nuts, and carefully 
clug up ~ couple of young trees for transplantation to Tent-Town. 

It was with a shudder of disgust Rudly received the head of his 
terrible enemy, but at first he seemed delighted at the idea of its 
figuring in onr museum; nevertheless, on a remark of Ernest's that 
it would be very difficult to prepare, and moreover that he ha<l 
always heard a boar's head spoken of as a favourite dish with 
epicures, we all resolved that instead of stuffing it we would have 
it cooked with truffles, after the Otaheitian fashion of serving up 
peccaries. Consequently my two sons, Frederick and Ernest, began 
to dig a tleep tren h; while I undertook the task ol' cleaning the 
head and singeing off the bristles., a well as of preparing the 
hams which it was our object to smoke before carrying them home. 

These operations at an end, we placetl the head, well stuffed witb 
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truffl.eR, and Reasoneu. ·with salt, pepper, and nutmeg, in the trench, 

which Ernest hacl decked with foliage; we covered it wi.th ashes, 

em·th, and red-hot stones. 
While waiting until our supper was ready, we clispo ed our 

l1ams on one side of the fire, faRtencd all four to a stout branch, 

and placed the latter across two forked wooden props fixed firmly 

in the ground. In these various occupations the day was soon 

Rpent; evening n.pproached, and we were preparing to disinter our 

boar's head, whose delicious odour wa titillating our olfactory 

organ , when suddenly a loud deep roar resoun<led through the 

glades of the neighbouring wood. 

It was the first time we had heard the sounds of so formidable a 

voice; the rocks repeated them, like the reverberations of a thunder

peal, and we were unable to struggle against a feeling of inde, crib

able terroT. On their side, our clogs and the jn.clrnl gave utterance 

to prolonged how1R. 
"What a diabolical concert ! " exclaimed Frederick, seizi.ng his 

gun; "it surely indicates some coming danger. Light up the 

fires," said he, while his trained hunter's eye endeavoured to pierce 

the depths of the forest, " and retire to the shallop ; while I, in 

my cajack, paddle up the river, and gain Rome idea, if 1 can, of tlw 

lln.ture of the peril which threatens us." 

As the plan seemed a good one, I adopted it. We rose imme• 

diately, flung upon the fire all the wood we conld lay bands upon, 

and without lo. ing a moment's time, regained our Rhallop. Frede

rick Rprang into his canoe, and plying hi paddles vigorouRly, Roon 

disappeared in the darlrne s which was spreading over the Rcene. 

Meanwhile, there was no cessation of the terrible RoundR, which, 

indeed, seemed to draw nearer and nearer. Our dogs had returned 

to the fire : with unquiet restle s glances they turned toward. the 

wood, occasionally howling loudly, and sometimes venting half

choked wailings. Ma. ter Knips was more frightened than they 

were ; his mortal apprehension was really painful to see. As for 

my c1f, I awaited the issue with tolerable calmne s, convinced that 

within a few gunRhots of UR prowled some panthers or leopanlR, 

attracted to the spot by the remains of the wild boar which we hacl 

loft in the wood. 
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vVe were not long left in a state of doubt, for the light of our 

firet:. revealetl to us in the obscnrity the outlines of a terrible 

animal. Ye , it was a lion! and a lion incomparably f:itronger 

than any one of those I had seen in Europe in the menageries ur 

zoological gardens. 

\\ ith two or three tremendou bounds, he cro. fsed the pace 

which intervened between tlw fore t and the ·horc; then he pau. ed, 

motionle and majc, tical · next a if . eized "·i.th a sutltlcn accef,;, 

of rage he began to ]a:-;h his flank with his tail and recouunencct1 

his roaring with new vio-our; on our ham, he ca ·t his covetous and 

furiou o-lance a well a on our dug who pru(lently held them-

elve · intrenched in the rear of the blazing fire; the glare and 

crndde of tl1e flame· preventell him from approaching, antl now he 
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beat the cart.Ii with his heavy paws, now bounded to and fro, as if 

he would fain have flung himself upon us. 

This terrible pantomime lasted for a few minutes; occasionally 

be ran towards the brook, and cooled in its waters his burning 

THE LION'S APPltOACll. 

jaws, returning each time with increased force, and as if meditating 

an abrupt and sudden attack. It was with mortal anguish I re

marked that he narrowed more and more the semicircles ·which he 

executed in this rnanceuvre; but at length he suddenly stretched 

himself on the ground, with his head resting on his fore-paws, and 

fixed upon us his burning and horrible glances, as if he had divined 

that we ·were bis ancestral enemies. Half-dead with fear and 

despair, I raised my gun to hazard a shot, but before I could take 

aim a report was heard-the animal made one prodigious leap, 

heaved a frightful groan, and fell back upon the ground, where he 

lay immovable. 
"It i:, Frederick," murmured my poor Ernest, pale as death ; 

" 0 Heaven, protect my brother ! " 
" Yes, it is he, " I cried ; "-it is our gallant Freclerick; and he has 

tl 
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~aved us from a frightful clanger. But we must hasten to his 

assistance." 

Two strokes of our oars carried us to the beach; but our dogs, 

on seeing us, inspired by a wonderful in tinct, howled with all 

their might, turning in the dirediou of the forest. I did not dis

rngard the warning; we cast some more wood upon the fire, and 

then returned to our asylum. It was time. Scarcely had we 

gained our boat before a second enemy debouc1rnd from the forest; 

le ·s formidable in appearance than the first, but uttering equally 

terrible roars. This time our adversary proved to be a lioness, and 

probably the mate of the superb animal which Frederick had just 

brought to the ground. We rejoiced that the two had not made 

their appearauce together, for in that case we might not have suc

::ei:;sf ully repul ed a double attack. 

The lioness marched straight to the can;ass of her mate ; she 

scented it all around, clipped her broad tongue into the blood :flow

ing from his wound, and when convinced that he was dead: 

appeared eizecl with a fresh paroxysm of wrath; her roars became 

more terrible, and from the manifestation · of her rnge, it was 

evident he longed to avenge her comrade's death. She lashed her 

i.ide. with her tail, opened her jaws to all their enormou extent, 

as if she would whet her teeth for the encounter. 

But our hunter wa · on the spot; and a second shot, le s fortunate 

than hi first, though very skilfully aimed, hit her in the shoulder, 

. hattering the bone. The wounded bea t rolled on the sand with 

ver-increa. ing fury, while our d.ogs, which seemed to have awaited 

thi, favourable moment, pounced upon her, all three imultaneou ·ly. 

It wa a repetition of the battle of the bears in the, avannah. The 

ob ·curity of the night, the formidable roar of the lione ·H , the 

howling of our dog · eager for their prey-all made upon me such 

an impre ~ion, that for a moment I remained paralyzed. lean

while Braun and Folb had fa. tened on the animal's sille ·, and brave 

Juno on her throat. One more shot would have ·ufficed to ter

minate the combat, but I durst not attempt it for fear of wounding 

them. I leaped a ·hore, and advancing straight to the animal , 

"·hich our doer• pinned to the ground, I tabbed her to the heart 

with my loug hunting-knife. he fell almo t immediately, covered 
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with blood. Bat this second victory cost us dear : our poor Juno, 
torn by the lioness's clavvs, expired almost at the same moment as 
the lioness. 

Frederick, who had been actuated by the same motive as myself, 
now came up, armed, like me, with his hunting-knife. Together 
we returned to Ernest and Rudly, whom we found in tears, and 
who flung themselves into our arms with much emotion. The 
danger we had incurred had cam,ed them fearful anguish, and they 
sought to convince themselves by repeated embraces that ·we were 
really safe and sound. 

Lighting our torches, we directed our steps towards the field of 
battle, where we found poor Juno with her teeth still convulsively 
clinging to the lioness's throat . As for the royal couple, they lay 
majestically prone upon the sand, but we could scarcely repress a 
sentiment of horror as we gazed on the two enormous beasts, though 
deprived of all power of doing harm. 

" What a frightful throat!" said Ernef!lt, lifting up the lioness's 
head; " a man might pass down it all alive ! " 

"And these claws I" cried Rudly; " what gashes they might 
make in one's flesh!" 

" Yes, my friends," I replied, in my turn, " let us thank Goel in 
the presence of the danger from which He has saved us; let us 
thank Him for having, in His wisdom, bestowed upon man the skill 
and energy to triumph over the violence of such enemies." 

" Poor Juno I" said Frederick, releasing the carcass of our old 
companion from that of the liones8. " She bas done for us to-day 
the same good deed that our old donkey did for us with the boa. 
Come, Dr. Ernest, here is another subject for an epitaph, and J 
hope your muse will not fail you." 

"Ah, my muse is suffering still from the fright which I have 
experienced, and her blood is so frozen in her veins, that she could 
scarcely achieve a couple of rhymes." 

" Never mind; go and dream, while we dig the last resting
place of our poor dog, and try to stir up your brain sufficiently to 
furnish us with an epitaph when we shall procure a stone for h~r 
monument." 

Juno obtained the honour of a burial by torchlight. We dug 

ti 
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for her a grave of several feet in depth; sorrowfully laid her at 

the bottom; and over her mound raised a smooth and rutlely

poli. bed stone. Erne t adorned it with the subjoined inscription, 

which he read aloud to u in a tone of the deepe t pathos. 

"I would fain have come out as a poet," said he, " but rhyme 

have failed me; I have been much too terrified to-night; and Juno 

mu:t be contented with an epitaph in pro e." 

Juno's Ep1·taph. 

7 
J U N 0, 

A DOG 0~' IllllllORTAL REi'IOWN FOR COURAGE AND DlffOTEDNE ·:;. 

sin; PERISUI::D Bl,;NEATJl TUE CLAWS 0~' A 

FOR)UDABLE LIONESS, 

BUT IN Till:: MO.)lENT o~• VICTORY OYElt JLJ,;R TEltlUBL~; 

OPPO 'E 'T. 

" Capital! capital!" cried Frederick; " it must be owned you 

have an admirable talent for writing epitaphs, whether in prose or 

" ver. e. 
Rudly, who hacl no greater respect for poetry than for prose, 

here remarked that the night would be oon at an encl; from which 

fact he inferred that we had protracted onr watch to an unu. ual 

extent anc.l mu t necessarily feel unu ually hungry. 

" far a I am concerned," he aic.l, ' I know I could not leep 

a wink; my ear till ring with the horrible music of those vil

lanous animal , and I can think of no occupation more agreeable, 

while waiting for daybreak, than a good repa t. Ioreover, our 

roa ·ta la Tahiti mu ·t have been done twenty times over; I vote 

we go and examine it." 
Rndly' - propo. al met with g neral favour, anc.l while I occupied 

my elf in c.lre 'ing the wound. of Folb and Braun, my on re

moved the roa ted boar' - h ad from the triple envelope of a he , 

charcoal, and earth which enca 'ed it. ln. teml, huwev 'r, of the 
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-ucculent dish they bad promised themselves, they found at first 

nothing blil.t a mass of :flesh and bones reduced almost to a cinder. 

They were about to throw it an'ay in disgust, when I checked 
them, remarking that it was not always wise to trust to appear

ances. Removing from the head its scorched and carbonized skin, 
we found underneath a delicious viand, for the truffles had satu
rated it with a perfume which every epicure knows how to appre
ciate when it greets his nostrils. 

Having satisfied our appetites, we retired to the periagua and 
prepared to enjoy a few hours' repose, which the troubles of the 
night had rendered very desirable for all of us. 

At sunrise we set to work to strip the two liom; of their magni
ficent skins; a task in which we found our pneumatic machine (a1-; 

a measure of precaution we always carried it about with us in our 
expeditions) of great utility. The lion's skin was inde cribably rich 
and splendid. It was wonderfully soft and smooth, with the excep
tion of the mane, who e long and abundant hair stretched from the 
forehead to the shoulders. 

During the operation we conversed with one anotl1er on the 
natural hi1,tory of the lion; and I endeavoured to combat some of 
the prejudices my sons entertained in reference to this animal. 

" 0£ all the animal world," I said to them, "few of its members 
are better known than the lion, and there are few respecting whom 
more ridiculous fables have been asserted and accredited. He has 
l1een christened the King of Animals; he has been endowed with 
a thousand noble qualities founded on his supposed magnanimity 
and clemency. This is all erroneouH. The lion is neither clement 
nor magnanimous, but simply a fe rociou animal, which flings 
himself on his prey and devours it, like the tiger and the panther; 
only, when his appetite is satisfied, he is less grnedy-a merit 
which he shares with a good many other animal. l 

" This erroneous partiality towards the lion dates from the 
remotest antiquity. From time immemorial he has been the 
emblem of nobility and courage; and modern naturalists, as well as 
ancient, have adjudged to him the sceptre of the animal kingdom. 

" ''l'he lion,' says Buff on, 'has an imposing countenance, a stead
fo::;t look, a haughty gait, a terrific voice. His size is not exces-

' .,, 
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s1vc, like that o[ the P.lephant and rhinoceros; hi, form is not 

unwieldy, lik' that of the hippopotamus or bull; nor too compact, 

like that or the hyrena and the bear; nor too elongated and de

formed by protuberance , like the camel's: but is, on the contrary, 

RO well proportioned ancl admirably adju tecl that the lion's bocly 

npp >nrs a model of , trength and agility; a robust a, it is nervous, 

not overloaded with flesh or fat, and containing nothing super

ti uous, it is all nerve ancl mui:;cle. 

" ' This great muscular force is seen in the prodigious leaps and 

boumli:; the lion so easily accomplishes; in the abrupt oscillation: 

or his tail, which is strong enough to overthrow a man ; in the 

twility with which he moves the skin of his face, and especially 

that of his forehead; and, finally, in the power he posse ·scs of 

lifting up hi ' mane, which not only bristles, bnt moves antl 

ngitates iu every direction when he is enraged.' 

" mloubtedly there is truth ancl fidelity in this picture· but 

a wide gulf intervenes between the movements o[ the lion'' skin 

on hi forehead aml his so much vaunted magnanimity; arnl I 

confe '' my ·elf unable to account for the eulogiums which havt> 

heen lavished on thi' fortunate qmulruped: you have just heard 

his roar, nncl have been witne · e of his fury, which is not le ·s 

terrible than that of the tiger." 

" Oh, my father," replied Ernest, miling, "it i evidently a 

favourite de ·ign of yours to depose this poor kingly lion from the 

throne he has occupied for o many centurie . I take his part, 

and c ·pecially do I take it in recollection of our recent victory; 

for it "ill be much more gloriou if we can one clay ay, ' '\Ve have 

conquered the lion; we have tret ·heel at our feet the king of 

qua<l.ruped ,' than humbly to relate that we have slain a tawny-

coloured bea ·t ! " 
:Frederick. thanked Erne t for the care which he took of our 

renown, and our onver ation ended sinrnltaneou, ly with our pro

<.: 'S · of preparing the lion's ·kin. Rudly thought that it woultl 

nial·e a superb mantle like that of Hercule · al'ter hi, victory in 

the for ,st or i: euuea; but we put off to a more convenient oppor

tunity our dcci:ion on the u e we hould make of our two precious 

acqui itions. 
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this time the sun's heat had com'erted 
the pearl-oysters, which had lain piled 
up on the shore for ten whole days, 
into a hotbed of corruption, and the 
infectious odour they exhaled decided 
us to return without further delay to 
Tent-Town. Our arrangements did 
not occupy us long, and we set sail in 
the morning. 

Rudly did not care about resuming his place in Frederick's 
cujack; he pretended that the paddle exercise was too fatiguing 
for him, and seated himself beside me in the periagua, where the 
sail and mechanical oars rendered the work far less laborious. 

Frederick set out before us, as if to act as pilot; but after 
traversing the arched tunnel, and conducting us through the maze 
of rocks and reefs where otherwise the pinnace might have been 
wrecked, he returned, and presented me on the end of his paddle 
a letter which he had not been able, he said, to deliver sooner, 
because we were asleep when the post came in. 

I willingly played my part in the little comedy my son was 
bent upon enacting, and gravely taking the despatch which be 
handed to me, I withdrew under the tent erected on board our 
shallop to read it attentively. 

I had not expected the contents of the letter, and was exceed
ingly surprised to find that Frederick, far from having forgotten 
the adventure of the albatross and the smoking rock, informed me 
in his message that he was going to quit us, and hasten in search 
of the poor castaway, whom he longed to restore to the rnciety of 
his kind. 

A thousand objections to his romantic project arose in my mind, 
but when I reappeared on the deck of the pinnace it was too late; 
and Frederick was paddling away with a rapidity which scarcely 
permitted me to waft him a word of farewell. " Return quickly ! " 
I cried ; " be prudent ! " But the e last recommendations were 
thrown to the winds; and cajack: and navigator were soon lost 
to sight. 

The promontory, in whose loft7 shade.lw this incident occurred, 

'I 
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'"e nnmecl Cape Farev.:ell. Ardent were the prayers we offered 

up for the safe return of our young adventurer, and I urged my 

rowers to redouble their efforts that ,ve might get back to Tent

T0wn. I knew that my good Blizal)rth wonlll be gro,vi.ng very 

nnxinu. at our protm ted absence. 

"\Ye reach cl home without accident. The different treasures 

"·i.th which we were loaded were well received; the truffles, the 

lion-, kins the pearb the nankeen, becm;ne the subjects of a thou

sand inquiries; but they did not remler my wife forgetful of 

Frederick's ab. cnce, and she declared he would gbdly have given 

all our cargo of pearls and truffle to liaYe seen her on return 

with u.. I consoled her by speaking of Frederick's kill and 

ability; but . till my arguments could not wholly stifle the solit:i

tmle of a mother so skilful in fore. ecing danger and eakuluting 

ev ' ry hnr,ard. 
As yet I had not spoken to my wife of our young man' pro-

ject., that I might not inspire her with hopes wl1ich, for aught I 

knew were doomecl to disappointment; but under these ne,, con

dition., I felt it to be my duty to acquaint her with the real cause 

or his ab ence. I was not mistaken as to the impression my nar

rntiYe w ulcl produce; for no sooner did my excel10nt wife under

, tancl that Frcclerid-:'::; expedition was not dictated by a mere lo,·e 

of rulYenture but from the de ire to do a good and noble deell. . he 

grew calm and offered up her vrnyer for the success of her son' 

enterpri. e. 
I hncl un<lertakcn the ta k of preparing the lions' ·kins, and with 

thi.' object 11iul trnn ported them to our tnnnery in Whale I. land. 

"\V had al. o to clean. e wa h, and arrange the provi ion we hacl 

brought home and to be, tow upon them the care nece. sary for 

their pre. erYation. 
In these different occupation five clay rolled by; all this tim 

w hnd no new of Frederick, aml hi mother began to grow 

u 1H~,t" \' . I propo. ed to launch the pinnace and undertake a new 

voynu;c to Pearl Hay-n. propo. ition whid1, a.· my Eliznbeth knew 

it wa. marlc entirely on my , on', account . h heartily approved. 

"\'\ e th ou rrht h would return in thi <lire tion and that bv making 
0 

J 

for th bay we , honltl prohahly rn<'<'t him. 
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Without losing any time we equipped the pinnace, and on the 
following clay set sail at early dawn. 

The wind was favourable; the sea calm; and we soon gained 
the latitude of the bay; but just as we were on the point of enter
ing it, an unseen object almost capsized us . The shallop struck 
against a black floating mass, and was raised half way out of the 
water by the shock. My wife and sons uttered a cry of alarm, but 
the boat soon recovered her equilibrium. We then discovered that 
the obstacle which had so nearly upset us was a marine monster of 
the family of" Blowers,'·' and almost immediately it propelled into 
tbe air two columns of water mixed with blood. I immediately 
fired off the guns mounted in our pinnace, and a discharge of our 
artillery did 11 11 t leave the monster time to overthrow us; whicl1 
would infallibly have been the case if our first collision had not 
stunned, and probably v,rouncled him grievously. We ·were pleased 
to see that the waves carried his huge floating bull-: upon a sancl
bank, situated a short distance from the shore. The sea thus flung 
into our hands the prey we had conquered. It was of enormous 
size-a cachalot, or sperm whale, at least forty feet in length . To 
see it stretcJ1ed upon the sand, you would J1ave taken it to bo the 
wreck of a goodly vessel. 

Next to the common whale, none of the Oetacea are more 
remarkable for their great statme than the cachalots, which even 
(1ispute the sovereignty of the waves with leviathan. 

rl'he cachalots, moreover, are more courageous, and better armed 
than the whales. They congregate in numerous herds, frequent 
nearly every sea, pursue their pTey into almost all parts of ocean, 
commit fell havoc among the i:;hoals of fishes, and even attack 
the whales with fury . 

The bottle-headed cachalots sometimes measure as many as 
seventy or eighty feet in length; they are agile and foll of courage; 
whales, on the contrary, are timid, never voyage in company, and 
rarely issue from their accustomed retreats. 

'l'he cacbalots are vagabonds; are fouml under the equator as 
well as among the icebergs of the pole; gather into caravans for 
the purpose of traversing the main, and there is no space of oceau 
which does not cimtribnte something towan1s their nourishment. 

ar 
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']'here arc seven species oi cachalots . One of the princ-ipal dis

lineti v characters of this creature is, the enormou:, teeth set in the 

lower ja,Y, while the upper has only three. It has an obtuse snout 

which is of exec .'ivc size in proportion to its body. Its head alone 

C \CHALOT \VnALE (Phy~cter mcterocephalus 

f or111s n arly a moiety of it: entire bulk . Its tongue i. s11u1.ll; but 

its throat so larg , that it admits of the passage not only of fish, 

liut even of an ox, and in the belly of a cachalot has licen f und, it 

i.· said, a , h,trk more than fifteen feet in length! 

'rh cachnlot yields le .' oil than the whale, but this tliff erence 

is largely compen, ated by the spen11aceti of the former . \V c lwlieve 

this animal al ·o furnish 'S th highly-prizecl perfume known as 

::nnli 'rgris but its true orio-in is still a. matler of doubt. 

By the spermaceti of the cachalot is m ant n. :-;bining and 

."emi-tran-'pn.r 1 nt .. ub:tnn ·e, compo.-e1l of very light aml long 

flak,·, soft aml oily to the toud1, i1tfiau1111a1)1e an1l soluble in oil. 

\ h n fr ·lt this sub. lance is ino1lorou ·, an1l has an agre able 

thmwh olPaginon.' ta.'te. [t is made u:c of in m dicine, and 
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candles also are manufactured of it, which in whitPness equal the 
purest wax. 

While we thus discoursed upon the cachalot, and calmly calcu
lated the value of the new spoil which chance had thrown into our 
hands, Ernest frightened us with a sudden shout. 

'' A man ! " cried he ; " a savage ! " 
And he pointed out to us in the distance a kind of canoe gliding 

over the surface of the waves. 
The person conducting it seemed to have caught sight of us, for 

he advanced in our direction; then suddenly disappeared behind a 
point of rock, as if to inform his fellows of the discovery he had 
made. 

I leave the reader to imagine what tenors filled our minds. 
After much anxious discussion, we came to the conclnsion that 

we would fortify ourselves in our pinnace, and tl1erein confront 
our enemy. We prepared our arms, and raised a kind of rampart 
with some stems of maize we carried with us, e;o as to form n 

tolerable shelter against arrows, for we never doubted but that 
ahead of us lay a body of savages disposed to give us no very 
friendly welcome. 

We got ready our cannon, loaded our guns and pistols, placed 
close at hand our boarding-ax.es, aud held ourselves prepared behind 
our bulwarks to give our assailants a warm reception. 

Meanwhile the savage continued his pantomime. We dared not 
advance, and he himself seemed inspired by a feeling of appre
hension. 

"We must put an encl to this comedy,'' cried Ernest; "let us 
hail him through our speaking-trumpet; our savage will, per
haps, be acquainted with a few words out of the five or six lan
guages we have at our disposal." 

Ernest's advice seemed to me very reasonable, and seizing the 
long hollow reed which served us as a speaking-trumpet, I shouted 
with all the strength of my lungs a few words in Malay. Evi
dently the Malay was not the native tongue of our savage, for he 
remained motionless, as if he understood not a word of what I had 
!-aid. 

In 
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" fnf;tcn<l of Malay," cried Ruclly, " let us Rpeak to the stranger 

in English." 
So Raying, he took the reed, and with his clear and powerful 

voice, gave utterance to two or three of the familiar but not over

polished words known to everybody who has spent a few days on 

hoard an English vessel. 

I checked him immediately; yet he was more successful than I, 

for the savage now paddled vigorously towards us, holding in his 

hand a green branch as an emblem of peace. Rudly laughed like 

a madman at the success of his stratagem; but what was better 

i:;till, as the canoe drew nearer he recognized in it. pilot Frederick 

himself ! 
" Ila! ha!" . houtecl he; "what a capital farce! It is Frederick! 

it i. Frederick! Don't you know hi cajack, and the walrns-head 

at its prow? It i. Frederick, but he has disguised hinrneU a a 

savage. " 
By this time we bad all recognized the well-known features of 

our adventurer, though he wa naked to the wai. t, and his face 

and all his body were tattooed in white and black after the Carib 

fashion. We received him with open arms, arnl his mother could 

not repre .. the tear. of joy and happinc s whid1 poured clown her 

cheek . 
As soon a. Frederick was able to extricate himself from our 

em Lrace. he wa. overwhelmed with que tion. -the be.c:;t mean of 

obtaining no direct reply. 
(372) 41 
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But when the first transports of our enthusiasm had subsided, I 
requested my son to answer me in reference to two points only:

First-Had he been successful in securing the object of his 
expedition? 

Second-Why had he devised the pantomime which, at the be
ginning, caused us so much anxiety? 

To the first question, put in formal phraseology, Frederick 
replied, with ill-concealed joy,-

" As for the object of my excursion, I have achieved it,"-and 
the young man grasped me by the hand, while laying a particular 
emphasis on the latter words. 

"So far as concerns my pantomime," he continued, " it-was as 
genuine as it could be, for I took you to be a company of Malays, 
or other savages, hovering about the coast. Apprehensive I might 
encounter some enemies, I had conceived the idea of disguising 
myself by blackening my face and the exposed portions of my body 
with a mixture of gunpowder and water. Two reports of cannon 
which came resounding over the waters served to increase my 
alarm. I felt afraid of falling into the hands of islanders who 
might treat me cruelly, as I was but one against many. The few 
words in Malay which you addressed to me filled me with such 
terror that I durst not move; and if Rudly had not shouted his 
English sailor-sayings, it is proba?le I should be still lying off 
the Cape, making all kinds of manceuvres in the hope of deceiving 
you, and that you would be still hovering about in your pinnace, 
expecting every moment to see a fleet of savages issuing from the 
shelter of the rocks." 

After we had amused ourselves for awhile with the recollection 
of our absurd mistake-a mistake wholly caused by our fears, 
which had prevented us from recognizing 011.e another-Frederick 
took me apart, and l';aid :-

" I have been successful, my dearest father! The hancl of God 
conducted me to the retreat of the -poor shipwrecked woman, for 
it was a woman whose message I so strangely received. I have 
d-isrnvered the Smoking Rock and its inl1abitant- the unf ortnnate 
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lady who has lived there alone-alone, my father !-arnl for thrre 

years-three years, my father !-in want of everything. She 

vears the garb of a sailor, and has implored me not to reveal her 

sex, except to 111y mother and younelf ; for she is afraid of my 

brother. -though I ought to reas ure her re pecting the waTm 

welcome they and all of you would give her." 

" And ,vhere is she now?" aid I. 
"I have brought her with me. he is lo. e at hand-here, in 

a little i. lancl in Pearl Bay. ""\-Vill you not come and receive her 

your. elf, with my mother and brothers? But, oh! do riot . ay a 

word to either of them, for I want to enjoy their urprise when 

they find I have found them a ister-the name which, I hope, she 

will ere long permit u to be tow upon her." 

I yielded to my on' de ire, and without .·aying anything to my 

f, mily, ordered the anchor to be weighet1, the sail: to be hoi ted, 

nnd everything prepared for our expedition. 

Frederick a. the reader will imagine wa. neither the last nor 

the lea t active in ha. toning the preparation for cleparture; but 

in the fir. t place he freed him elf from hi quasi-tattooino- anl~ all 

hi. i;avage " belonO'ing ." 
The intrepid aclYcnturer then placing him 1f in hi. canoe, acted 

n. our pilot and directell the cour. e of the pinnace through the 

rock: with "·hich th coa. t wa. frincrcd. After about an hour' sail

ing, he ·udcknly tn.ckc1l and conduct 11 us towarcL a, mall , hadowy 
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islet at a short distance from Pearl Bay; here a tongue of land 
formed a creek so rsafe and commodious, that we reached the shore 
with the utmost facility. The trunk of a tree close at hand made 
a capital mooring-post for our boat. Frederick had already sprung 
ashore, and we could see him hastening towards a small grove 
lying a short distance inland. The rnanceuvres of the pinnace, 
necessarily, could not be executed as nimbly as those of the cajack, 
so that we were unable to land until a few minuteH after Frederick 
-whose singular conduct, however, stimulated my companions to 
an unusual degree of activity. 

To leap ashore, and hasten in the direction taken by Frederick, 
was the affair of a second. We plunged into the depths of the 
v:ood which had received him; but had scarcely advanced a score 
of paces before we found ourselves in front of a hut built in the 
Hottentot manner, with a huge fire burning merrily, upon which 
was placed a large shell, instead of gridiron, for cooking some fish. 

Frederick had entered the hut, and great was our surprise when, 
after he had shouted twice or thrice "Hurrah ! halloa ! " a young 
and pretty sailor came gliding down a tall and leafy tree, and 
turning towards us his timid eyes, halted, as if arraicl to approach 
my nearer. It is impossible to describe the mingled sentiments 
of joy, surprise, and compai-;sion which his appearance excitetl in 
our hearts. 

It was so long since we had seen any men-ten years !- that 
society had grown very strange to us, and at first we remained 
stupefied. Our hearts flew towards the young stranger, but our 
tongues remained mute. 

At length Frecleri<.;k broke the silence, and taking the young 
sailor by the hand,-

" Father-mother-and you, my dear brothers," he exclaimed, 
with an accent full of joy and emotion, " I present to you a friencl 
-a new brother-a new companion in misfortune-Sir Edward 
Montrose-thrown upon our coast under somewhat similar circum
stances to ourselves." 

" He is welcome !-welcome !-welcome ! " ·we all responded, 
Rimultaneously. 

I tl1en advanced to the supposed young man, in whom I had no 

J·,i: 
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THE YOUNG SAILOR. 

difficulty in recognizing a female, but I respected the mystery in 

which ·he wi ·hed to envelop her. elf. I encouraged him, and 

a ·urcl1 him that in onr family he would find a. ·i tance, sympathy, 

nnd upport; that my wife and I would be his parentl;, arnl my 

bOns hi~ brother· . 

Iy \\"ifc with a truly maternal feeling, opened her arm The 

pretended sailor nung him ·elf into her warm cmbraee, and ·eerucd 

to put him ·elf under her e. ·pccial protection . 
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The liveliest joy was diffused t11rough all our little circle 
Before troubling our new friend with any questions, we resolved 
upon having supper. My sons showed the greatest eagerness in 
arranging everything to celebrate the reunion, which, to them, 
seemed little short of miraculous. From time to time they p1ie<l 
Frederick with inquiries, who repeated to all the same brief 
answer:-

" I will tell you the whole story shortly; but for the present 
let us attend to our new brother." 

Supper was soon ready; a few bottles of our spiced hydromel 
converted it into a festal banquet. Everybody spoke at once, my 
sons addressing their new comrade with a liveliness which some
times embarrassed the timid stranger. My wife took pity upon 
him, and, as it was getting late, gave the signal to retire, carrying 
the young sailor on board the shallop, where slrn wished to make 
him up such a bed, added my good Elizabeth, as would recomp(mse 
him for the bad nights be had hitherto experienced. 

Then we separated, and my sons kindled on the shore an im
mense :fire to serve as our sentinel during the night. 

Naturally, the new-comer became the subject of conversation. 
"Parbleu l" exclaimed Fritz, addressing himself to Frederick, "I 

would like to know what put it into your head to go in search of 
our new brother. How could you know there was a shipwrecked 
sailor on the coast?" 

Frederick: laughed, but made no reply. 
"It may be," resumed Ernest, '' that you are gifted, like tl1e 

Scotch Highlanders, with fiieconcl sight?" 
"No," interrupted Ruclly; "I would wager that you wrote Sir 

Edward a letter, and that you received it by the pigeon post." 
"Well, you are almo8t right," answered Frederick. 
He then related to his brothers tbe history of the albatru::;s ; 

spoke to them of his projects and conjectures; but infused into his 
narrative so much enthusiastic warmth that he quite forgot the 
part he had undertaken to play, and the mystery in which the 
young girl was desirous of enshrouding herself. Indeed, he forgot 
himself so far, that he allowed her true name to escape his lips, 
and called her-Mrss J .rn NY ! 

11 
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'
1 

• . • .~ rss JENNY ! MisR Jenny ! " exclai1ned 
~ . .:~- . ' . : 

· his three brothers, simultaneously ; 

"Frederick has betrayed himself! 

Sir Edward is a girl! Our adopted 

brother is an amiable sister ! Oh, 

but thi is truly delightful!" 

The reader will imagine for him -

self Frederick's utter embarrassment. 

Vexed at his imprudence, he en

deavoured to recall the word which had slipped from his tongue. 

But the mystery was solved, and the sailor could no longer conceal 

herself in her canvas trousers and broad-brimmed hat. 

'rhis discovery diverted the current of conversation . Freclcrick 

explainecl to his brothers the motives which had led l\Iiss Jenny to 

conceal her sex; the doubts which had troubled her relative to the 

treatment she might receive at the hands of three youths of whose 

eharnctcrs and manners she was utterly ignorant. But the young 

men dcclarec.l that l\Iiss Jenny would lose nothing by the ehange, 

in their c 'es; that, on the contrary, they would love her even 

more dearly as a sister than as a brother; and the night was already 

for advanced while our sons were still repeu,ting, with many a 

pleasant smile, the name of l\lr JENNY. 

Next morning, it was an amusing . pectacle enough to see the 

embarrassed air of re. pect and diffidence with which they ap

proached the stranger they hall, on the previous evening, embraced 

a a eomralle and a hrothl'r. 

)ly poor lads knew nothing of the poli ·hell rnannen; acquired by 

mi11gli11g in guotl :sueiety, and I must confc ·s in their behaviour 

toward · the young Bngli ·h lady they di ·played a gooll deal of 

awk\\ ardne . 

As for l\Ii s ,Jenny, !-ihc appeared mueh c.:onfu ed by the discovery 

u!' her real sex, and threw her elf timidly i11to rny wifc':s arms, as 

if to eek there au a ·ylurn. 

In a minute or two she ret:ovcrcd her elf, aml ·milingly extended 
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her hand to each of t11e young men, a::;king them gracefully to con
Li11ue to the sister the friendship they had promised to the brother 
Thi1, amiable action dissipated at once all the embarrassmeut my 
sons hatl felt. They assured her of their genuine brotherly feelings; 
mirthfulness was re-estabfo;hed; and we all sat down to the breakfast 
table. The repast was composed of fruits, cold meats, and chocolate 
of our own manufacture-the latter was much approved of by our 
young guest, reminding her of the comfort1, of her native home. 

After breakfast, I proposed to weigh anchor and return to Pearl 
Bay, where the stranded cachalot offered us a species of wealth we 
were unwilling to abandon to gulls or vultures. On arriving 
there, we consulted on the best means of seeming the oily snb
stance contained in the skull and dorsal spine of the unwieldy fish. 
Unfortunately we had no barrels in which to store away the 
precious product. Miss Jenny extricated us from our diffic.:ulty by 
suggesting a process she had seen employed in India; namely, to 
collect the half-congealed oil in bags of wetted cloth. 

I thought the idea so good that we acted immediately upon it. 
I caused all our sacks to be collected, and after soaking them 
thoroughly in sea-water, we furnished the interior with pieces 
of stick to keep them distended. 

These preparations occupied us nearly two hours, but the tide 
was not yet high enough for us to reach in our vessel the santlbank 
where lay the cachalot; we therefore took the periagua ancJ 
Frederick's cajack. vVe left the two ·women on board the pinnace, 
under the guardianship of Turk; and, followed by Folb, Braun, 
and Jager, in a few minutes reached the point of our dei:;tination. 
The monster was still on dry ground. Our dogs pounced upon it 
with the utmost eagerness; they rushed behincl it ) and immedi
ately we ]1eard the most horrible howling mingled with their 
furious badcings) wl1ich forevmrnerl us that something extraordinary 
had happened. vVe approached) and saw our brave dogs combating 
a troop of black wolves w11ich had been engaged on the sides of 
the caclrnlot. Two of tl1ese parasites already lay dying on the 
sanll; two others were still engaged with Braun ancl Folb. The 
remainder) on our appcnrnn<.:e, took to flight) and sheltered tJiem
sclvcs iu the wood. W c also caught sigM of some jackals scair,-

F 
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pPring away in the di tance, which hacl evidently formed part of tht 

marauding troop. 
At thi moment, Jager Rm1ly's jackal, who had hitherto kep1 

clo e to his ma ter's side, set 

off on the track of his '' kith 

and kin," leaping joyou ly, as 

if rl.eligbted at the meeting, 

and quickly clisappearing from 

Ruc11y's sight-the poor youth 

tanding quite confu ·eel, anLl 

power1e .. s to prevent 

escapade. . 
• :s::. --~-

----=-- °"'-
'l'ni~ " 'OLF (Canis lu1111s1. 

Our clogs, meanwhile , ha,l 

fini , bed their work; four 

wolve lay dead upon the 

saucl; hut it wa, not without peril that these courageous animals 

had engaged their formidable opponents· they were eovered with 

wounds, and Folb's ears were cruelly torn. Rmlly devoted birn

, elf to washing 11.nd dres ·ing their wounds, while Frederick and 

Fritz a: i ted me. 
The former, after protecting his feet with iron spikes, climbed, 

like a monkey, up the animal's back and laicl open with great 

blow: of his axe the cachalot'. , hapele s head. Icanwhile, I held 

di, t nded near him one of our large bags, into which Frederick, 

with a :pade, shoYellcd the perm a into a tub. Fritz then applicll 

himself to coat the exterior of the bag with a mixture of mud and 

wet :and, which prcvcntetl the oily liquid from dripping through. 

\Vith a little labour we filled all the saclc and bags we bacl on 

hoar,l the boat, arnl we then covered them over with pointed 

reed , di posed like a. chevaux-de-frise, to protect them from the 

sand and from the attack of the sea-birds, which had begun to 

gather round the cachalot. 
o great a portion of the day had been occupictl in this fatigniug 

labour, that we were constrain tl to think of returning home. "\Ve 

found, however that the tide was not high nongh to float our 

boat, if w loatled them with the bags of :perm, which we accord

ingly re ·olved to leave until their contents had thoroughly con-
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gealed. Then we returned to the leafy islet, ·which, as the scene 
of our first rencontre with Miss Jenny, we called the Isle of Happy 
:Meeting. 

The appearance of our sacks as they stood upright on the sand 
was very amusing; they might have been justly compared from 
afar to a rovv of little Chinamen with pointed hats. This circum
::;tance suggested a thousand jokes; and we landed laughing and 
talking merrily. 

After having related our adventures and shown our four superb 
wolves, whose thick skins were very valuable, our two house
keepers invited us to take our places at table . They had prepared 
a banquet of dainties, and enriched it with a new dish, which 
received our emphatic approbation. It was a sauce, made in the 
Carib fashion, of the eggs of land-crabs, a great quantity of which 
frequented the islet . 

Afterwanls we settled upon our next day's occupations. \Ve 
had to skin the wolves, and devise some means of removing the 
bags of sperm to our general magazine. I was not without some 
anxiety on the latter point, for, as I have hinted, the pinnace 
could not, without risk of being stranded, approach near enough 
to the sand-bank to assist in their disembarkation. Each person 
threw out a suggestion, but none seemed feasible, when Miss 
J cnny, who had listened to us quietly, addressed me in caressing 
tones:-

" If you will entrust me, my father "-for t>he had already accus
tomed herself to use this sweet name-" if you will entrust me 
with the task, ·while you and my brothers are engaged in your 
horrible skinning work, I will unLlertake to bring home the 
ten bags; and also," she added, laughing, "if you will only give 
me a small piece of bear's-skin, I will make a charm which shall 
entice back my brother Rudly's Jager. I see that Rudly is gloomy 
at having lost his hunting-companion." 

This proposition was received with a good deal of gentle raillery 
by my young people-a little piqued that a young maiden with
out experience should think herself capable of executing a task 
which seemed to them of the greatest difficulty. They launched 
all kinds of jests and jibes at their adopted sister, who, without 
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revealing her seeret, endured them very gauy, until at length she 

took refuge with the mother, already engaged on board ship pre

paring our mattresses. 

The young girl, though carefully refraining from showing it, 

hatl been somewhat wounded by the sarcasms directed against her. 

l\Iy wife consoled her as best she could; attributing the unamiable 

proceedings of her sons to their ignorance of the laws of courtesy, 

rather than to any ill feeling towards her. The sweet maiden 

dried her tears, and after tenderly embracing her adopted mother, 

i:;he began making, with the piece of wolf-skin I had given her, a 

kind of muzzle for the jackal, w bich she had undertaken to bring 

back, nor did she retire to rest until she had completed it. 

ext day, almost before we on board the pinnace had rii:;en, and 

while my son::;, who had slept on mats around the bivouac-fire, 

were still asleep, l\Iiss Jenny prepared for her expedition. She 

took a bladder full of fresh water, and a basket containing a supply 

of provisions; descended nimbly the rope-ladder at the i:;ide of our 

Ye 'sel; boldly placed herself in Frederick's cajack; unmoored it; 

and began to manreuvre it with equal grace and acldrei:;s. She 

&peeclily made towards the sand-bank; in vain I enclea\·oured to 

recall her; the little coquette waved with her hancl some signals 

of friend hip, and courageously pur ued her route. 

So well had she chosen her time, that she arrived at high water; 

that i , just a the title was wetting the bottom of the sacks. 'l'he 

aJventurou girl leaped on shore, and fa tening all the bags by strings 

to a ·tout cable with which he had provided herself, she attached 

the latter to the cajack, and re-embarking in it, towed the bags 

after her. Their contents having congealed, they floated on the 

surface like bladders filletl with air. 

The conque t of the fugitive jackal wa a. more difficult enter

pri ·e. he wa. compelled to land on the coa::,t, and moor her boat 

with the aid of a heavy stone. From on boord the pinnace I wa, 

able with my tele cope to follow all her movement ; but when she 

Lli ·appeared in the wood, near the little bay, I felt very anxiou ;

my anxiety, howeYer, ,ms soon appea ·cd, for she was speedily 

bucce ful in attaining her object. he returneJ. to the hore, 

1:,eateJ. her elf on the gra, , began to eat, and flunO' on either 
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side some morsels of bread or meat, while frequently calling 
Jager, w horn she knew to be in the neighbourhood, in an amicable 
tone. 

And, in fact, the poor animal, unaccustomed like those of his 
own race to hunt for his food, was dying ·with hunger; he there
fore gradually drew near his young enchantress. She cast to him 
some pieces of soaked biscuit, always nearer and nearer to herself; 
finally, she offered him a dish of fresh water ;-and by these baits 
having drawn him close to her side, she threw his lasso around his 
neck, deftly muzzled him, and dragged him into the cajack; where, 
after a little trouble, she contrived to station him in the opening in 
the fore part of the little skiff, first taking the precaution to bind 
his hind feet, that he might not effect a second escape. In this 
potiition the poor Jager, wholly confused by his misadventure, found 
himsel£ seated, with the upper part of his body much above the 
gunwale; but, on approaching the island where we were engaged in 
various tasks, I perceived the young rogue cover the jackal's head 
with a large broad-brimmed hat made of reeds, and wrap him up 
in a piece of cloth, so as to give him the appearance of a little 
passenger. 

Meanwhile, my sons, whu had been occupied in stripping the 
wolves of their furry hides, and who, despite their war of worcb 
on the previous evening, began to feel disquieted at the long 
absence of their adopted sister, proposed to man the pinnace and 
go in search of her. But this project ·was dismissed at her reap
pearance from behind a little promontory which had hitherto con
cealed her from their view. The appearance of her new companion 
excited in them the greatest surprise. 

"Where can our new sister have been to find out this new 
brother? " said one. 

" Do men spring up in this country like mushrooms?" inquired 
another. 

"Perhaps," added a third, "he is the magician who has assi ·ted 
her in her magical work." 

Frederick alone uttered not a word, but gazed with all bis eyes, 
anJ, without observing it, advanced straight into the water, in his 
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anxiety to scrutinize hiR . ister's strange companion. ud<lenly lie 

gave a great hout of laughter, clapped his band , and jumping 

about in the water with a violence whic.:h prinklecl us all over, he 

cried, as he took Rudly by the shoulders,-

" It is he! It is your ra cal Jager! See, the ill-comlitione<l 

scamp eomes back like a respectable individual, and with an air of 

the utmost gravity! Ila, ha, ha, ha ! " 

We all laughed heartily at our young friend's fantastic idea; 

and she, gracefully springing ashore, set her captive at liberty, and 

, bowed us, with ill-concealed trinmph, the long train of sacks tow

ing in the rear of her cajack. 
Tf\T e received her with lively expressions of joy and friendship, 

prai ing her , kill, and the ingenuity she had tli played in carrying 

out her enterprise. Rudly, restored to good humour by the 

recovery of his jackal, mingled with his earne. t thank. an eciually 

earne. t apology for his ruclene s on the preceding evening, and all 

unplea. ant feelings disappeared. 

It was just noon; we set onr. elves clown at our we11-provid ] 

table· after dinner we prepared for our journey to Tent-To,vn, 

where " ·e de. ired to in tal our new companion. 

We therefore collected all the articles we had ,vith us on shore, 

and . pecially our young friend's treasure. -Il.c'U1Jely, all she had 

aved from the wreck, and the articles she ha(l manufarture<l with 

such infinite skill. 
Frederick had alr acly con. tructed for her a chest to contain 

the e variou · objects; and their examination amu ed arnl intere ted 

u exceedingly. They included articles of dres and ornament 

hou. ehold uten iL, arnl variC1us thing. which, during her exile, she 

Juul made of the few materials at her di po al-of her o,vn hai1 

he hau faLr iu1t~ a 1i:...hing-line, and attached to it hooks of 

mother-of-pearl; needles she had manufactured out of fi. h-bone., 

awls and bodkins out of the beaks of bird ; t,vo pretty needle

cases he had contrived-one of pelican's feathers, and the other of 

a bone of a sea-calf; the . ew·n-up , kin of a young seal erved a. a 

water-ve el; a bell for a lamp, aud , ome thread . of cotton from 

an old handkerchief for the wick· he. icle. the lamp there was a 

Ahell large enough for a cnln.ron or :auc pan; a tortoi . e-sh 11, in 
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which she cooked her food with large red-hot stones; several 
bladders of fishes; and all kinds of shells for glasses, dishes, and 

PELICAN (Pelecanus onocrotaliis). 

porringers. In some of 
these were remains of her 
daily food : such as salt, 
which she collected in 
the hollows of the rocks 
along the shore ; fishes' 
eggs ; and even small 
fish, dried and preserved 
like sardines; little bags 
of seeds, which the young 
solitary had picked up, 
and which were nearly all 
of anti-scorbntic plants, 
as, for example, the coch-
1 earia, sorrel,celery, water
cress, which flourished on 
the rocks, thanks to the 
guano yearly deposited 
by the sea-birds. 

Among the toilet objects belonging to Miss Jenny, we remarked 
a hat, made of the cormorant's downy pouch, which, expanded 
in the form of a capote by stems made of the feathers of the 
same bird, sheltered the face and neck from the burning sun; some 
bags and mats of various sizes woven of reeds or grass ; a small 
vest with sleeves formed of the anterior skin of a sea-calf, the arms 
passing through the two fore-paws; some other articles of dress, 
also made of the skins of seals or sea-birds; girdles, stockings, and 
shoes, likewise of skin sewn double. 

Miss Jenny's jewellery was reduced to a very few articles, the 
chief being a pearl comb, ·which she had in her hair at the time the 
shipwreck occurred. She had also some small boxes made of tortoise
shell, containing a few pieces of amber; some pearls of a fine reddish 
hue, which she had extracted from a shell; and, finally, some 
pencils made of feathers and hair, with which the young solitary 
had amused herself painting and writing. I ought not to forget 
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to mention a smaJl net of strips of seal-skin, containing a Relection 

of rare shells and coral branches which the young solitary had 

picked up in her wanderings on the shore. 

All this bijouterie was stowed away in a large box which 

Frederick had made of the planks of the boat. Then we placed 

it in our pinnace, already loaded with the skins of the wolves antl 

the sacks of Rperm. The remaindL~r of the day was occupied in 

the arrangement of our cargo; antl during the last meal which we 

took in the i land, l\IiRs Jenny's ingenuity, and the various means 

she had employed to meet tho wants of her exile, furnished us 

with the ubjects of a conversation as interesting as it was ani-

mated. 
ext day l\lis Jenny pre ented us with a new proof of her 

patience an<l. her indu try : she _ 

fetched from under a bush, 

who e branches overhung the 

sea, a large bird which she had 

fastened there by its paw, and 

introduced it to u' a a skilfnl 

fi ·bing companion. It was a 

cormorant, which the young 

girl ha.tl ta.med and trainetl, in 

the Chinese foi:;hion, to catt.:11 

fish. 
She then bade adieu to the 

CoR1110ltA."r (Phalocrocorax carbo). 

coa t which had received her, to the tree· which had sheltered her 

during her , ojourn in tho. e region8. But we w 're unwillino- to 

quit them without h:win~ hestowe,1 upon them an appellation, 

and RO we chri. toned the cove wh re Frederick hacl first farnled 

Felicity Ray, in a1lu. ion to the happy meeting which we hatl 

there njoy d. 
We then ct out , teering for Pearl Bay; ·where, however, we 

int ml cl only a. very brirf r sidencr, l)efore returning to T nt

Town. To that beautiful ancl commodiou. . ettkment "·e were 

v ry anxiou, to introcln e our new companion arnl to . how her 

n.11 the w nder. ,vroug-ht by our ingenuity an tl patiencr. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Moving accidents by flood and field. 
SHAKSPEARE 

,_ RED ERICK, in his cajack, piloted us 
into Pearl Bay, and after effecting, 
without accident: the passage of the 
reef which forrnerl its outer barrier, we 
cast anchor at the point of our disem
barkation a few days previously . There 
we found everything in the condition in 
which we had left it-the table :md 
seats being still reared erect) the roast-

ing trench and fireplace being undisturbed; but the atmosphere 
was purified ; the oysters, consumed by the sun, J1ad lost all their 
bad odour; the carcasses of the lions and the wild boar were 
reduced to a heap of whitened bones; the vultnres, and all the 
family of birds of prey-to say nothing of the ferocious animals 
which the forest concealed-having carried off the very last mor
sel of flesh. 

EYerything appeared tranquil along the coast, and we thought 
we might venture to remain awhile and collect tJie pearls which 
the now open oysters offered to our avidity. \\re erected our tent, 
put in order the :fireplace, and set to work to extract the pearls 
from their retreats. The work, however, "·a. not very plea ant, 
and Miss Jenny soon abandoned it; she hastened to rejoin my 
wife, and a ·ked her if it woul<l not be very agreeable to add a dish 
of :fish to the dim'ler she was getting ready. Our housekeeper 
smiled incredulously, and sai<l she knew no rneanii; of obtaining a 
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snfficient supply of fi . h for seven persons 111 so short a time as 

remained before dinner. 
" Ah, well," said the young maid, " leave it to me, and I will 

bring you all the fish you ,,ant in half an hour." 

he took her cormorant under her arm, and leaped into the 

cajack, which was lying on the shore ; two strokes of her paddles, 

and , he was twenty yards away ; then he pa sed round the cor

morant's neck a large copper ring, that, after having captured its 

prey the bird might be prevented from swallowing it. 

Thus prepared, she posted it on the gunwale of the skiff, and 

remained motionless. 
The fishery commenced at once; it was quite amusing to see the 

feathered angler, with out tretched neck, and eyes fixed on the 

waves, plunge abruptly into them, and reappear with a silver

ecaled fi. h, a trout, a young salmon, or one of some other species, 

which he carried in succession to his young mistress. The latter 

was thus enabled to fulfil her engagement in le s than the tipu

lat d time; then she freed her companion from its ring, rewarded 

him for his trouble with a few small fi h, and hastened joyously to 

pre, ent the re. ult of her fi. hery to her aclopted mother, who 

expre. setl her. elf astoni heel at and delighted by the young girl's 

address. 
The tn. k of collecting the pearls being completed, we pnt our 

spoil into a canvas bag, counting upwards of four hundred, includ

ing ome very large and fine specimens. Our next care was to 

provide for our , upper; my four sons took their fowling-piece and 

game-bags, with the intention of shooting a few birds in the Wood 

uf Truffle · J cnny intimated a f:trong de ire to be one of the expe

dition and when I ob erv d that the use of fire-arms would be 

:omething quite new to her Rhe a ured me, miling, that the 

daughter of a colonel and a skilful . port man could not foil to 

know how to handle a mu8ket and that, moreover, we need be 

under no a ppr hension about her, a. . he would not leave her 

brother . . 
1 thcref ore p rmittcd her to join th m thouo-h , om what doubt

ful, likr my :ons of her talent:. I had r-,oon cau e to acknm,ledge 

th e folly of my mi. tru t, an<l a snipe wl1ieh Rhe shot on the wing 
{37:.'., 42 
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drew from us all the most unqualified eulogiums. My sons also 
brought down a few birds, which were immediately cooked for our 
evening meal. 

At first it hacl been our intention only to touch at this coast, 
and resume immediately our journey torrent-Town; but an unfore
seen discovery detained us there longer than we bad anticipated. 
Among the stones scattered about the shore, I bad noticed a species 
of rock which, I thought, might be easily convertecl into lime. 
This was a discovery far too precious to be neglected ; and I 
accordingly resolved to construct a lime-kiln without delay. It 
did not take long to carry out my idea ; but the calcination of the 
stone was not so easily effected, and we were even compelled to 
spencl a part of the night beside our kiln. 

Meantime, we constructed some barrels with the bark of pine
trees, bound round by strong lianas, the top and bottom being 
likewise made of bark. To lighten our task, and shorten our 
weary watching, I requested Frederick to relate to us in a more 
complete manner than he bad already done to me, the particulars 
of his meeting with our young companion, and the other details of 
his voyage. Our time could not be more pleasantly employed; 
and the curiosity of my sons was so strongly excited, that they 
immediately gathered round Freclerick in a circle, while l1e began, 
as follovvs, his interesting story. 

FR ED ERICK' s N ARRA'rIV]~. 

"f°:~ ,~ :_!1,ERIIAPS you will remember," said he, "tlrn 
~ circumstances under which I quitted you, 

, 6id after l:aving. hand~d to my f_ather the 
~ ·t letter 111 which I mformed him of my 

projected excursion. 
" The sea was calm; but I bad scarcely 

passed Pearl Bay before a violent wind 
arose, which assumed successively all the 
characteristics of a regular tempest; the 

waves seemed to threaten the very sky; rain, lightning, thunder, 
all blencled in one horrible chaos. My boat was not strong enough 
to resist tl,e gale ; all T could do was to let it carry me whither 
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the 1illows willed, without terrifying myself too much at the 

violence with which they tossed me about. 

" In God I put my tru t, and hoped that His hand, extended 

over me, would rescue me from death as it han done on so many 

occasions. 
" or was my hope deceived. After the Rtorm Imel lasted 

Heveral hours, the wirnl subsided, the air became tra11quil, and my 

cnnoe recovered its equilibrium on the smooth surface of the waters. 

But I was driven far from the coa 't familiar to us, and nrifted 

towards a shore ntirely new to n1y gaze : the conformation of the 

ro k., the colos. al peaks, who. e summits were lost in the clouclf;. 

the vegetation and the animals I perceived along the strand, and 

the birds which flew above my head, all announcetl to me, as it 

were, a ew W orkl. 
, " Iy first anxiety, in this novel scene, was to detect, if I coulcl, 

some moke wreathing above the ma s of cliffs; for, as you know, 

the moking Rock wa · the con tant object of my thoughts; it 

w, the goal of my adventure, and I felt in my heart a profournl 

conviction that that adventure ha l not been made in vain. 

" othing, however, couhl I anywhere discover of the mokinO' 

Rock; but without losing my courage, I began to row alonO' the 

coa t. ight came on; l ·pent it on board my cajack, after mak

ing a tolerably un ati factory . upp r upon pemmican. 

" ext morning I recomm nce<l rowing ; the further I aclvaoce<l 
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the more did tbe coast appear to change its aspect. From t ime to 
time I passed majestic rivers, which poured their watern into the 
sea. One of these formed at its mouth an immense bay, and I 
resolved to ascend it for a few miles. Its banks were adorned 
with great trees, and the lianas interlacing them seemed like fair 
garlands of fl.o,vers which the wind incessantly waved to and fro 
above the stream ; birds of every species, and even apes and 
squirrels, sported on these aerial bridges . 

" Among the aquatic birds which sailed up and down the river 
under these arches of verdure, there were some which at my 
approach suffered themselves to fall into the water as if they had 
been stricken with lightning; but scarcely had they sounded the 
depths of the liquid element before they rose again suddenly, and 
as they stretched towards me their long thin necks, terminating in 
a small flat head and pointed beak, I thought they must be ser
pents. But catching sight of the webbed feet of one of those birds, 
as they clove the water and betook themselves to flight, I recog
nized it to be the anhinga, or serpent-necked bird, which builds its 
nest in the water and reposes under the trees . 

" Towards mid-day the heat became so insupportable that I 
found it impossible to resist the desire of Reeking a little shade 
under one of these domes of ve rdure. I turned round my cajack, 
and for a brief while made my way up a broad and noble river, 
landing on one of its banks, with the intention of bringing down a 
bird ; but I had scarcely fired before an enormous ma~s sudtlenly 
rose from the reeds within a few paces of the spot where I was 
standing, and I had but just time to pick up my bird, regain my 
cajack, and fly in all haste. 

"I then perceived on the surface of the river-,rnters an hippopo
tamus ,Yith its young, which struggled to gain the bank, terrified 
nndoubtedly by the report of my musket. I pulled down the 
stream, and striking out to sea, took refuge in the shadow of a 
rock wl1ich stood conspicuous in the centre of the bay. 

" I did not make a long sojourn in this retreat, but, after I had 
recruited my strength a little, I pursued my route. For some 
time I kept nlong the coast without lanc1ing anywhere. The 
rivers and the shore were equally clef encl eel hy inhabitants who P. 

at1 
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acquaintanee l was by 110 means de. irous of making. I reeognized 

elephants, lion , and panthers; it wa ·, in fact, a kind of re-union 

of all the ferocious animals of the creation. I al ·o detected troops 

of antelopes and gazelles ; which peaceful and luxurious creature::! 

seemed to have been planted there simply to feed the appetites of 

the carnivorous tyrants of the coast. 

IlIPPOPOTAJl[US (Hippopotamus amphibi11s). 

" Aft r I luul voyaged several league·, the appearanee of tile 

coa -t was again modified ; and, a if the beasts of prey hatl had a 

certain di ·trict marked out for their abode, I no longer saw even a 

:olitary individual. 'I'he whole line of bore wa. peaceful, but deso

late; the breeze murmuring through the lianas and the song of a few 

inoffen ive bird· were the only ound that di turbed the univer ·al 

tranquillity. Feeling con ·iderably rea sured, I resolved to lanJ and 

find somewh re a place of repo,e; I moored my canoe a: firmly as 

I was able, and leaped nimbly upon the sand. I wa · hungry; I 

li 0 ·hted a fire, ancl prepared my lf a capital dinn 'r, nt the expen. e 

of a duck which I had killed and a dozen or two of oy ter . 

" bile engaged in my culinary preparation , I thought I 

ob'erved, through the tree8 of a mall "·ood, a creature which, in 

it movement ' , ·tature, and form, completely 1e em bled man. The 
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fire dicl not frighten it ; holding itself upright, with a stick in one 
hand, it advanced towards me without manifesting the slightest 
hesitation. At this spectacle I experienced an extraordinary emo
tion of blended joy and fear, for I thought I saw one of my own 
kind; but this illusion did not last long, and I soon recognized in 
the strange being which moved in my direction the ape known as 
the orang-outang. 

" At first I willingly suffered it to approach, until finding it 
was not alone, but followed by a troop I may justly describe as 
formiclablc, I fired off a charge of powder, which set them all fly
ing in fear and confusion. 

"Night now drew ne,u, and I resolved to spend it upon this 
coast. I made no fire, from a fear its blaze might bring clown upon 
me the orang-outangs, and I discharged a few more shots to keep 
all unwelcome visitants at a distance. 

" I had occasion to remark, also, under the rocky vault ·where I 
established myself for the night, a hideous kind of bi1'cl, whose 
manners and form might well have enabled it to pass for one of 
the harpies of the ancient fable, and which sueks the blood of the 
persons it finds asleep-I mean the enormous bat kno,vn as the 
vampire. I fired two or three times, to get rid of such disagreeable 
neighbours, for seventl of them were flying about, uttering the most 
discordant cries. You may be sure I did not sleep very soundly 
under these circumstances; and every time I awoke, I heard 
among the bushes which covered the rock an ominous sound of 
beaks and wings, in testimony that my horrid companions were 
not far distant. 

" I rose at break of day, and gladly took leave of the spot, 
which I christened Vampire Island. 

"The region which next greeted my delighted gaze was of a 
very different appearance to those I bad previously coasted. Its 
landscapes were made up of long green lawns, shadowed here and 
there by great clumps of lofty palms; of small reedy lakes, on 
whose margin elephants sported ; of dense tufts of cactuses of all 
kinds, loaded with flowers and fruits, on which enormous rhino
cero eg were feeding, without appearing to dread their dangerous 
thorns; and of fresh thickets of mimosa, whose tender tops the 
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gigantic giraffe devoured, as goats might have browsed on a simple 

bubh. 
" ever had the work of creation appeared to me so grand or 

impre iYe as it wa · now revealed before my wondering eyes. I 

admired the wisdom of the Divine Author of all things, who had 

willed that ·so many different beings- so many great arnl terrible 

animals-should obtain their daily food in thi va t solitude; and 

the thought sm;tainecl my courage, and appeared to me a guarantee 

of the suece ·, of my enterpri ·e. 

' Thou wilt not permit, 0 my Goel,' I exclaimed, with a senti-

ment of sincere faith; ' Thou wilt not permit a human being to 

JJerish for want of succour, when Thy beneficent hand is extended 

over all the animals of the desert ! ' 

" nc.l I rowed with redoubled strength and courage, while my 

eyes, with increased confidence, swept the horizon in every direc

tion in search of the Smoking Rock. 

" I re urned my voyage ; and, again beguiled by the agreeable 

aml picture que appearance of a river which poured its waters intr 

a tranquil cove, I re olved to trace its cour e for a mile or tw~ 

The water rippled gently about my oars. othing inclicated the 

presence of any formidable danger: there were neither serpents on 

the bank nor vultures above my head. I wa calmly enjoying the 

freshnes of the scene and it · infinite lovelines , when sudclenly 

there appeared before me a long throat, armed with strong harp 

teeth, and rising slowly above tho surface of the waves. It 

expanded it elf to the utmo t extent of its elasticity, as if it 

woulJ. fain have , wallowed at a single gulp me, my cajack, and 

my oar ·. 
" In tindivcly I mea ured the eapacity of those enormous jaws. 

I unJ.er -tood the nature of my peril ; and without pausing for a 

moment's refleetion - the whole affair coulJ. not have lasted a 

i;econJ.- I eized one of my oar ·, and dealt ·o heavy and well

tlirecte<l n. blow on the mon ter'::; snout that it J.isappeared, 

stunned : a long track of bloou on the urface of the water showed 

that I had infiided no trifling wound. 

'· I 1lid not continue my excur ion up the river, for two other 

urnn ten, of the ame kind w re already raising their heads to 



664 A NA l-UW W .E:::;()A.P K 

block up my path. They were alligators, as you will have 
guessed, and the most terrible species of their genus : fortunately, 
their voracity is counterpoised by a natural slothfulne3s, which 
confines them to the localities where they were born. The alli
gator waits for its prey, and rarely goes in search of it. All that 
it knows is to keep itself concealed beneath the waters, and to rise 
opportunely at the moment some imprudent :fisherman passes by 
the place of its retreat. 

"Thus I had escaped a great danger; but another awaited me 
in the same voyage. 

"At a short distance from what I may call Alligator River, I 
remarked, as I coasted along, a small wood whose trees were 
tenanted by the rarest birds, and birds of the most beautiful 
pl um age. 'J]iese ·were lyras ( or harp-birds), parakeets, humming
birds, birds of paradise -in a word, a complete gathering of the 
most splendidly-decorated denizens of the ew World. I could 
not resist the desire of approaching nearer. I landed, moored my 
cajack to the shore, and ran towards the wood, holding on my 
wrist my eagle, unhooded. I let him loose, and he returned with 
a superb parakeet, whose flame-coloureJ. feathers sparkled in the 

• 

sun. But while I was busy examining it, I heard behind me a 
ggntle rustling on the gravel. I thought it was probably a tortoise , 
or some other crustar.ean, dragging itself along the shore, and 
turned without any su picion. It was time. A few paces in my 
rear stood a· great striped tiger, rending into shreds a sail-Lag 
which I liappened to have flung on the ground. 

Ill 
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" I was trud:: by a ::;udtlcu stupor; a mi t waiu before my 

eyes; and ·o completely luul terror paralyzed my energies, I could 

scarcely raise my gun. It would have been all over with me, but 

that my bnwe eagle, comprehentling my danger, da bed bol<lly at 

the tiger's head, cheeked its leap, and began to dig at its eyes with 

I er ·is tent ardour. 
"The succour aved me. It gave me time to discharge a gun 

into my enemy's flank·, and two pi tol-shots fired straight into its 

open mouth brought it to the ground. But, alas! my victory was 

clouded by a mo. t fatal cata trophe. 1y poor eagle fell at the 

ame moment as it' vanqui heel foe, torn to pieces by the tiger's 

formidable claw . I picked it up, weepino-, and carried it to my 

cajack that I might afterwards embalm it, and place it in our 

mu ·cum. 
" With orrowful emotion I 1uitted thi fatal pot ; but God's 

vi ible providence in re cuing me from a peril who e full extent I 

could earcely calculate diverted my gloomy thought·, and the 

warm glow of hope gradually retw·ned. I doubl d a small head

land ; and lo from the ·ummit of ·orne gray and rugged rock' 

which lin d the hore, I pereeivcd a light whirling eolumn of moke 

a cendino- toward· heaven t 
" At tl1e ·ight my heart beat quickly with a liYely emution of 

joy. All my antieipation were rea.lized. Yonder, a::. the rnok-
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ing Rock, aucl I was about to taste the happine.;s of savmg a 
fellow-creature . 

" Immediately I turned my boat in the direction of the long
desired signal, which at last was revealed to my straining gaze. 
After carefully threading my way through a labyrinth of rocks, I 
contrived to make the shore, and reached in safety a kind of ele
vated platform, 'where I perceived a human being. It was the 
first strange face on which my eyes had looked for ten long years. 
You will remember, I doubt not, your feelings three days ago, 
when introduced to a new companion of misfortune: such were my 
feelings on this memorable occasion. 

"At the noise I made in approaching, the indiviJ.ual, who was 
engaged in foeding a large fire, arose, perceived me, uttered a cry 
of joy and sur_1>rise ; then, joining her hands, she waited, with eyea 
fixed upon the heavens, until I addressed her : for though she was 
attired in the dress of a naval officer, her exclamation and the deli
cacy of her features convinced me she was a woman. I halted, 
therefore, at about ten yards from her, and recalling to my 
memory all I knew of English, I said, in a voice choked with 
emotion,-

" ' I am the liberator sent to you by God : I have received the 
albatross's message .' 

"Probably I pronounced these wonls very badly, for at first 
Miss Jenny did not understand them. I repeated them, and in a 
few minutes we comprehended each other sufficiently well to 
exchange a number of questions and replies . Where words failed 
us, we supplied the deficiency by gesture, look, and tone. 

" I spoke to our new sister of the chateau of Tent-Town, the 
bay of Falcon's Nest, our shipwreck, our ten years' life upon the 
island, where we had introduced a semi-European civilization; and 
she, on the other band, related to me the story of her early years, 
the catastrophe which hacl thrown her on a de olate shore, and 
her existence in the region of the Smoking Rock. And the inci
dents she narrated will, I assure you, furnish my father with some 
interesting pages for his journal in the forthcoming winter. 

"Thus we became, all at once, brother and sii;ter : community 
of misfortune supplier! the place of the ties of blood. 
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'' liss Jenny gnwe[ully invited me to supper; after which we 

retired for the night-I to my cajack moored upon the beach, aml 

he to a resting-place which, from fear of wilcl animals, she had 

contrived among the branches of a tree. 

" ext morning we accosted each other smiling. Iiss J cnny 

had already prepared our breakfast, which consisted of fruits and 

broiled fi 'h . 
" As soon as our repast was at an end, I persuacled l\li ·s Jenny 

to take a seat in my cajack, in the fore part of which I had placeLl 

all the curious object the industrious young maiden had manu

factureJ. with her own hands. 

' \Ve set out; but an accident having occurred to my tiny 

barque, we were obliged to put in at the i land you lrn.ve mwied 

Ftlicity Isle. There I left l\Ii ·s Jenny, who, before she would 

present herself to a strange family in male attire, insiste<l. on my 

obtaining my father's permission. 

" I yielded to her scruple , and, having repaired my canoe, 

made for our u::;ual quarten;. It was then I foll in with you; 

an<l., mistaking you for piratical savages, enacted the little comedy 

which caused you a few minutes' uneasincs ." 

' Capital! capital!" shouted Rmlly, when }!'rederick had con

cluded hi narrative. " But we have now to hear our sister's 

history." 
Fre<l.erick wa · about to begin the tale, to which he had already 

referr ,d a of peculiar interc:,,t, when I checked him, and ad vised 

he should fin;t take a little repm,e. 

For hi ' exeiting narrative had carrieJ. u · much further into the 

night than any oue of u could have believed. On looking at my 

watch, I found it wa: already past midnight. It i ' true, every 

auditor wa ' wide awake;" but a · we hould be called upon to 

execute on the morrow some laboriou ta ·k ·, which we could not 

atisfactorily perform after a night ::,pent in li tcning to such iute

re ting nu.venture ·, I thought it a.dvi ·able to adjourn to another 

occa ion the eonclu ·ion o much desired by all. 1Iy de1.:i::,ion "a 

not very well r eeiv d; but when my young family \\·ere on1.:e con

vinced it \\' U final, they conformed to it, and in a few minutes 
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every one bad retired to his re ·ting-place for the night-some on 
board the pinnace, and others on the shore. 

ext day, when all the family had reassembled at breakfast, our 
conversation turned on the dangers Frederick had inc.;urred in his 
heroic enterprise, and the courage he had displayed under circum
stances of peculiar difficulty. Hence we were naturally led to 
peak of the promised narrative of Mi s Jenny's adventures; and I 

was obliged to consent to its being told a a kind of prologue to 
the day's occupation . We would fain have listened to it from 
Jliss Jenny's own lips ; but she was so timid, and at the same 
time so impetuous, that it was difficult to keep her attention 
chained to any one subject beyond a few moments. She went and 
came like a butterfly ; now attending to the fire or discharging 
some domestic duty, and now be towing a caress on her adopted 
mother or playing one of her brothers an amu ing trick. Frede
rick was therefore in vitecl to act as her chronicler, and he com
menc:etl as follows :-

l\J ISS J Er 1 y' S ARRA TIVE. 

s soon a I had contrived to understand 
my new sister, I asked her by what 
series of strange eveuts she had been 
tran 'ported to the desert coast where I 
had discovered her. 

" She informed me that she was 
born in India, but of English parents. 
Her father, after having erved for some 
years as major in a British regiment, 

hatl obtained the command of an important post in the possessions 
of Great Britain. 

" Governor Montrose (for such was the name of J enuy's father) 
had had the misfortune to lo e his wife a few years after his mar
riage. This loss had deeply afflicted him, ancl all his affections 
had necessarily centred in his only child. Ii s Jenny was 011l_v 
seven years old when her mother died. The governor him elf 
undertook the education of his daughter, and in the lei ·ure occa-

ti 
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sionally 1 ft him by tl1e ,luties o[ his office, he appliecl himself to 

the development in his beloved daughter of the precious qur.lities 

with which Nature had endowed her. Jot content with enriching 

her mind with all the kno"·ledge Briti. h civilization had natural

ized in India; not content with fitting his daughter to shine in 

the drawing-room, and to become an ornament of the world of 

fa hion, he wished also to make her a strong and robust woman, 

capable of facing and conquering a clanger. Such was Mi. s Jenny's 

education up to the age of eventeen; she could handle a gun as 

well as a neetlle; she was as thoroughly at home on horseback, 

galloping over the plains, as in her father's reception-rooms, where 

her graceful acldres and elegant manners must, I am sure, have 

be n the theme of universal admiration. 

" Governor fontrose, having been promoted to a colonelcy, 

received orders to return to England with a battalion of his 

reginwnt. This circumstance forced bim to separate from his 

daughter, az, the rules of di. cipline did not allow of women on boanl 

a , hip of the line in time of war; he dispatched her for England, 

how ver, almost at the same time as himself, on board another 

ves cl, who e captain was one of his friencls and which would 

be making the voyage without stopping at any intermediate 

ports. 
" The veteran wept much at parting from his beloYed child; 

he imagined all the clangers of a long and painful voyage; and it 

was not until he had eagerly recommended Jenny to the watchful 

care of hi friend the captain, that he could resolve upon 

abandoning to the wav s of ocean all that he held deare t in the 

world. 
"The early day. of her voyacre were mo t happy ; but a terrible 

tcrnpe ·t then aro. e, which drove the . hip far out of her eour:e, 

and, after much peril and , uffering, flung her upon the reef which 

bri. tlc round thi. v ry i land. It was with great tlifficulty the 

crew contrived to get two boat. afloat. Tn the . maller of the two 

was placed 1i. . Jenny ; the captain took the command of the 

oth r. Both w re overload cl and their gunwalcR were on a. level 

with th waye:. fr . h outbreak of the Yiolcnt hurricane sepa

rated th m. :Mi., ,Tenny lo. t i-:ight of the . hallop which cnrried 
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her friend, the captain; and, after tossing for awhile on tbe angry 
billo·ws, the boat in which she herself was placed capsized, and of 
all on board it only this young and tender maiden reached the 
shore alive! The waves bore her, half-fainting, to the foot of the 
cliff where I afterwards encountered her. 

"After dragging her v,1eary limbs along the shore to a sheltered 
corner, Miss Jenny fell asleep from sheer exhaustion; nor did she 
awake until next day at noon. She then fell into a state of ex
treme despondency, and for several days she wandered about the 
shore, the victim of despair, and with no other food than a few 
birds' eggs, which she found in the hollows of the rocks. 

" Some sailors' clothes having been cast ashore, she proceeded 
to attire herself in a jacket, vest, and trousers, and in one of the 
pockets she fortunately found a small tinder-box, a knife, and some 
other useful articles. She immediately gatheretl a supply of tim
ber, carriP.d it to the highes! summit of the cliff, and there kindled 

H 
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a fire, which she never afterwards suffered to die out, in the hope 

that some ship at sea might perceive the signal, and come to her 

as istance. 
" You can imagine for yourselves the mi cry enn.urecl by Ii s 

J enny for the first few weeks of her solitude. She was called upon 

to contend with the horrors of famine ancl all the dangers of the 

desert. How she rejoiced then, in the semi-masculine education 

which her father had given her! Iler sporting habits had de

veloped in her a courage and a resolution above her sex, and she 

began immediately, with a view to sclf-preseryation, to display that 

activity and energy she had previously brought to bear only on the 

pursuit of pleasure. 
he took a calm survey of her position, and then turning- to-

wards heaven with a confidence and a re. ignation full of faith and 

sincerity, she committed herself to the hands of God, and reposed in 

IliR almighty care. 8he built for herself a hut ; she fisheJ, she 

hnntctl, . he tametl birds-among others the cormorant, whose skill 

as an angler yon have witnessed, and several albatrosses, to which 

she confided her frail hope of eventual deliverance ;-in a word, she 

lived alone, and with no assistance but what she derived from her 

own enerO'ies, for three y ar ·." 

Fretlcrick paused ; hi.- eye.' naturally restcll on the heroine of 

hi.- story, who could ill th:Rcmble the trouble and embarras, ment 

from which . he uffered. 1 put an encl to this silent and painfnl 

seen by imying :-
« ThuR, my child, we r-;cc in you a new proof of the great truth, 

that the harnl of Goel is ever str tclwcl forward to a. si. t the un

fortunate. What you haYe done for three years, a poor w1ss 

family have (lone for t n, and the Divine upport ha. foiled neither 

" you nor me. 
I allow ll a , hort interval for tl1e comments naturally provoked 

hy Ili:R .J cnny's narrative. But as I had pr \·iotL lyre. olvccl that 

this day , houl <l be a. day of 1a.bour, I . oon gave the . ignal, and 

c 1 erybody . et to work. The lime-manufacture had Ruccceded: I 

uhmitted .everal fragm nt. to the ordeal of ,,ater an<l found them 

of .·cell nt quality. 



VISIT TO PR08PEC'l' HIT,L. 

I had not forgotten my discovery of the soda plant, and collect• 
ing a tolerably large quantity, I burned it, and carefully carried 
away the aslies to convert them into alkaline salt. 

Miss Jenny lent us important as ii:;tance throughout our day's 
toil, and I observed with pleasure that her activity, and the frank 
gaiety with which she addressed my sons, insensibly put to flight the 
somewhat unfavourable sentiment one or two of them had at first 
entertained towards her . I began to hope that she would become 
for them a veritable sister. 

Towards evening, the pinnace had received on board its entire 
cargo, and we spoke seriously of our return to Tent-Town. 

The poetic descriptions we had given of the salt-grotto, the 
marvellous things we had related of the aerial castle of Falcon's
N est, and of the enchanting scenery in whose midst it was reared, 
had inspired Miss Jenny with an eager curiosity to judge for her
self of all these marvels. 

We raised anchor next day, at early dawn . The sail of the 
pinnace was unfurled to a fresh and favourable wind, and Fred
erick's cajack, in which Fritz had placed himself by his brother's 
side, led tl1e way, piloting us through the reefs and sandbanks. 
When we were off Prospect Hill, I proposed to put ashore for 
awhile, and make a descent on our farmyard. Frederick and his 
young 1wother asked my permission to continue their voyage, that 
they might prepare for our reception at Tent-Town. To thi I 
consented; they set out; and we landed at the foot of Prospect Hill. 

We found the farm in excellent order . Miss Jenny, who for 
three years had seen no human habitation, could n0t refrain from 
a cry of wonder and delight, and my wife, with much pride, showed 
her the colonies of cocks and he11s, ancl ducks ancl geei-::t,, she had 
establishecl: and which had prospered so far beyond our warmest 
hopes. 

The young girl joined in the good mother's pleasure with a 
sincerity and an intelligence ·which foreshadowed an able house
keeper. 

We re-embarked on board our pin11ace, and from Prospect Hill 
stretched across to Shark Island, where the Angora rabbit yielded 
us, in passing, an abundant provision of their fine silky hair . From 
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Rlrnrk falancl we made straio-ht for the Tent-Town coa. t, and had 

har<lly come in ight of it before we were salute<l with a discharge 

of ten guns · a compliment on the part of Freel rick and Fritz 

much appreciated by the family. Only Dr. Erne, t coulcl not help 

regretting that the :c;alut , in. teacl of ten guns, ha<l not con. i, tecl of 

an 1meqital number. 
"It is wholly contrary to rule," sai<l he, magisterially, "and 

, how that our artillerists are not well up in the regulation of the 

service. Otherwise, they would have known that an even number 

of guns is never fired in a alute." 

Onr young philo, op her wa, right enough in his remark, but it 

was not, " ·e must own, a matter of much importance, ancl I coultl 

think of no better way of repairing the error our gunners had com

mitted. than by replying with a salvo of eleven guns. Ernest and 

Rndly undertook thi, duty and discharged it in a manner , hich 

would have done honour to veteran olcliers. 

oon after the la. t echoe of our cannon had clierl away, we , aw 

Fritz and Frederick coming to meet u in their canoe. They re

ceived u. at the entrance to the bay, as the limits of their territory, 

arnl we followed them to the hore; but th y landetl before us, in 

order to as. i, t in the general di embarkation. 

t the moment Iiss Jenny put her foot upon the sand, we all 

gay utterance to a shout of welcome, and Frederick, a.pproachi11g 

her lik a o-allant ch valier, pre. entecl hi, hand, ancl led her to the 

gallery in front of our grotto. 

There a nov l , pectacle awaited u. ; in the centre of the gallery 

wa. placed a table, covered with all the fruits our i. land produced. 

nana , fio-s guavas oranges ro e in fragrant pyramid. , either on 

broad green leave: or in our calabash disheR. All the ve., els of 

our home-manufacture cocoa-cup. , o. tril'hei-,' eg~: mounted on 

turned petle. tal urns, of painteLl porcelain; all the. e were filled 

with hydromel, anary wine, and fre h milk, while n great <lish of 

fish, nnrl a roa. t turk y stuffed with truffie:, forrne<l the . olicl por

tion of the r pa,'t; finally a double garlarnl of 1 aves and flowers 

wa suspe1 1le1l above th table, upporting a me1lallion, on whi h 

might hP rea,l in larg-e vermilion ] tters :-

,, Lo . o Lrvr: fo,K .TF~:--:Y :\To.'THOSE .. 
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It was a complete festival, and as magnificent a reception as 
could be clevi. eel under the circumstances. 

Miss Jenny sat at table b~tween me and my wife, •and Ernest 
and Rudly were seated next; but our artillerists ref used to take 
their places : with a napkin under their arms, they waited upon us, 
and by the activity they displayed, and their attention in antici
pating our wants: endeavoured to invest the little family fete they 
had improvised with all the attraction of which it was susceptible. 
The most poetical and high-flown toasts were duly proposed and 
honoured, and Miss Jenny's name occupied a foremost place in a1l 
our discourses of future happiness. 

From the dinner-table we passed into the interior of the grotto, 
where an apartment was provided for our young companion by the 
side of her adopted mother. Miss Jenny never wearied of admir
ing what she called our riches, and expressed again and again her 
astonishment that four youths and one adult coulcl have accomplished 
so many won<lcrs. We conducted her also into the kitchen-garden, 
the jnst pride and the object of the special predilection of my good 
Elizabeth: we showed her the vineyard, and the hot-house; there 
was not a corner of our Tent-Town territory which was not pointet1 
out to the young stranger. At length, when we had sufficiently 
rested ourselves, we undertook a journey en famille to Falcon's
N est. The castle in the tree showed signs of the neglect it had 
f'or some time experienced, and we passed a whole week in repair
ing it and putting it in order. 

We next repai~d to Woodlands, to gather in our rice and other 
crops; for the season was rapidly advancing, and some unexpectecl. 
showers had. already warned us of the necessity we were under of 
storing up our winter supplies. Miss Jenny, dnring our harvest 
operations, showed an amount of intelligence and good will which 
rendered. her asRistance doubly valuable: in a word, everybody 
worked with so much earnestness that everything was finishetl 
before the rains and winds assumed a decided cbaracter, ancl com
pelled us to close our gates. Ten years Imel thoroughly accustomed 
11R to the terrible wintern of these conntrics, ancl. it was with a 
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feeling of melancholy ratber than alarm that we witnessed their 
arrival. Yet the sea, convulsed to its ,·ery depths, the wind, the 
thunder, the lightning, all combined to increase the horror of a 
crif-.is which might almost be taken for a revolution of Nature. 

'flT e had reserved for the -vvinter sundry indoor occupations, to 
which our young companion brought the aid of her skill and 
patience. Miss Jenny excelled in those labours of the fingers 
which peculiarly belong to her sex, and showed us how to plait 
straw, and reed, and grass, of which she wrought a variety of car
pets, screens, hangings, curtains, and similar objects. 

Of these materials and in this manner we made some light hats 
for summer wear, and even game-bags, not less suitable for use 
than agreeable to the eye. 

My wife was enchanted with her new daughter, whom a careful 
and comprehensive education enabled to converse scientifically with 
Ernest ; while, as for the other three brothers, and Frederick 
especially, they found in Miss Jenny's acquirements a stimulus 
which prevented them from resting satisfied with mediocrity. 
Thus her presence infused a new spirit of activity into our hybernal 
labours, and a harmony and a gaiety in which they had previously 
been deficient. Jenny had become, for my wife and myself, a nfth 
child; . he was also like a sister to our sons. 

--
....... :('i,t{. ......_. rri_t, ,..._-.;::-.--

----....,.,.r,., '\ tv -:.::~" ~~"'t~ ...s..--



CONCLUSION. 

No fairer resting-place a man could find. 
lYIATTTTEW ARNOLD. 

-T is with a thousand clifferent sensations 
I write this worcl-Oonclusion; it re
calls to my mind all the emotions that 
then disturbed it. 

God is great ! God is good ! 
Such is the sentiment which prevails 

in my grateful heart above every other! 
I have such infinite need to render 

'~ thanksgivings unto Providence ! May 
the reader therefore pardon me the confused and lwoken manner in 
which I terminate my protracted narrative. 

I resume the thread of our adventures. 
It was now the end of the rainy season; at least, the storms 

had grown weaker and occurred at ]onger intervals; the wind hacl 
Jost its violence, and the broad azure gleams which broke through 
the sky's pall of gloomy clourr announced to us that summer was 
at hand. Our pigeons quitted the pigeonry, and we ourselves 
were soon able to throw open the door of our grotto, and termi
nate the seclusion to which we had been condemned for upwanls 
of three months. 

Our first cares were devoted to our -various estates, which the 
rains, as usual, had considerably damaged. 

First, we put in order the kitdie11-garden, and the environs of 
our grotto; after which w het110ngl1t ours lves of our more di. tant 
possessions. Frcclerfrk ancl Rnclly propose<l to make a deRcent 

'll 

'u 

ca 



A HIP O.B'.F THE COAST. G77 

upon Shark I ·land, and satisfy themselves that the winter hurri

caneH had not overthrown our military work . I con entecl, and 

they et ont in the cajack. 

The reader will remember that we had agreed upon various 

signals by who e mean a communication could be maintained 

between Tent-Town and Shark Battery. A flag hoisted was n 

sign that all went well in the island ; ancl two guns, fired at a 

brief interval, indicated that something had been discovered out 

at ea. 

Iy sons, after having in. pected the mterior of the fort, and 

sati fied them elves that no very serious damage harl been caused 

by the hurricane of winter, addre~sed themselves to the task of 

·urveying the ocean, with a view of di. covering wlJether anything 

wa vi ible in the horizon; on the coa t they aw more than one 

tree uprooted, but no sign of a stranded whale or other marine 

mon ter. 'I1hen they te tecl the good condition of the guns, by 

firing off . everal charges of powder, di playing, in thi respect, 

none of the economy I had urge(l upon them in the u e of our war 

munition,. 

But what was their astonishment, ·what their emotion, when, at 

the end of two or three minutes, they heard three reports of a 

cannon in the di tance, replying to their signal::;! They knew 

they ,,ere not mi taken, for a faint gleam towards the ,Ye ·t had 

preceded each di charge. At that moment the two brothers 

gra ' ped each other' hands with mino-led feelings of joy, hope, and 

Lloubt; and both in a half-choked voice, exclaimed, "l\Icn ! men!" 

After a brief con ultation on what they hould do next, they 

re olved to quit the i ·land imme(liately, and. inform us of the 

urpri::;ing incident. 

To leap into the cajack, ancl put to ea, wa the work of a 

econ<l. The frail kiff carcely eemed to touch the water, she 

glided along with ·uch incou eivable . wiftne:-,s. 

,f, hall heanl the cannons firing, antl our exuited cmio ·ity had 

taken u' do" n to the hore, where "e were stnuding when the two 

broth r · appear d. 

"Ho there! what i · the matter'?'' I :hnutcLl a· loudly as I 

wus able; but they were ·o overpowered by the importanc.;e of the 
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news they brought, tlrnt nt fin;t they coulcl only articulate, "0 
father! father!" Uttering the:::;e words, they threw themselvc::, 
panting into my anus. Then they exclaimed, " Did you llOt hear 
anything ? " 

"Nothing, except the signal-guns which you have been :firing 
with an utter disregard of economy." 

"Did you not hear three guns far away at :::;en,·?" 
" o, indeed." 
" Well, father, we heard them, and heard them as plainly a:; we 

now hear your voice." 
"It was only echo," interrupted Ernest. 
Rudly was piqued at the remark, and rcsumecl, in a tone of 

:::;lrnr_1.>ness,-

" No, truly, doctor, it wa:; 1wt eeho; we have fired guns fre
Lluently enough to be able to judge of the effect of the echo and 
reverberation you allude to. We clearly heard three guns, and 
am positive they were fired by some ship or ships- now in the 
neighbourhood of our coasts." 

In the voice of the young man there was a truthfulness and a 
tone of conviction which rendered it impossible for me to rejeet 
entirely the idea he had thrown out. The discovery of a ship was 
a sufficiently grave incident in the history of our lives, and if we 
longed with all our hearts for the moment that should re-unite 
between man and us the relations interrupted for so many years, 
it was necessary that we shoulJ. meet with prudence and reserve 
an event ,vhose consequences might be most important. 

"If there is really a ship off our shores," said I, "who knows 
whether it is manned by Europeans or Malay pirates! Who 
knows as yet whether we should rejoice or mourn at its advent; 
or whether, instead of making preparations for a festival, we ought 
not rather to be on the watch, and ginl ourselves to defend our 
possessions and our riches against a troop of origamls ? " 

'l'lie:;e seriom; eorn;iderntiorn; cheeketl tlie impet.uuus and ume
llccting joy with whieh Frederiek arnl his brotlwr had brought the 
newt-J that a ve:::;sel was cruising in our btitlllle. My firnt resolution 
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was to organize a sy tern of defence, and set a watch that the 

strangers, whether friend· or enemies, might not find us unpre

pared. "\Ve divided the night into watches, which my son· aml 

myself took in turn,-keeping guard under the gallery of the 

grotto against any suq>rise, if one were attempted. But the night 

J?llS ·ed by without any di1:1turbance. In the morning, a storm of 

wind and rain blew up with unwonted violence, and la ted tvw 

whole days and nights without our perceiving any sign of the dis

covery which had become the object of all our thoughts. 

On the third day the rnn reappeared. Frederick and Rudly, 

full of impatience, resolved on returning to Shark Island and 

ignalling anew. I consented, but instead of the cajack we took 

the periagua, and I accompanied them. My wife, Jenny, Ernest, 

and Fritz remained in the grotto. On arriving at the fort, wo 

hoi::;ted the flag to atisfy our family that we had safely accom

plished our journey; and Rudly, who would never endure auy 

delay, imme<1iately set him ·elf to work to load the guns. Ile 

tired twi(;e ; then we waited; but the last vibrations of the reports 

had hardly died away along the rocks before we heard distinctly 

the discharge of a heavier gun than any of our , in the direction 

of Cape Disappointment. This first gun was followed by 5ix 

other . 
Rllllly could no longer restrain hi · joy. 

' Men! Men! " cried he, dancing wildly round us. "Men, 

my father ! Are you ati ·fied now?" 

Ili enthu ia m proved infectious; it communicated itself even 

to me, and I hoi ted immediately both our flag , as a signal more 

easily discernible in the di tance. 

"\Ve then returned to our family, who awaited us on the shore. 

They haJ. heard nothing of the seven report ·, but had seen our 

flags waving in the air, and eagerly longed for circumstantia1 

iul'ormntion. 
' "\Yell, well," th ey all exclaimed at once, ' are th ey European ·'t 

Eu gli::;luncn '? L-; it a merdwnt ves el, or ::;hip of war'? " 

"\Y' had not urnd1 to , ay in sati sfadion of all this impatience; 

all that we euuld late n · certain was the pre once of a ve el upon 

our bhore ·. It was with tlifiieulty I eould make my childre11 
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listen to the grave and even gloomy suggestions which my 
prudence dictated. They would not look upon the arrival of the 
ship in any other light than that of a fortunate event; and Miss 
Jenny especially, giving foll course to her naive imagination, 
as nred us that it was certainly her father come in search of her, 
and that God himself had guided him to our island. The young 
girl's piou.s confidence plea.sed me greatly; I willingly smiled at 
her anticipations, bnt could not believe they were likely to be 
realized. 

I gave directions that all things should be put in order in the 
grotto; my three youngest sons, my wife, and Miss Jenny set out 
for Falcon's- e t with our cattle; and I and Frederick equipped 
the cajack for the purpose of making a reconnaissance. In this 
separation there was something sorrowful and unaccustomed; my 
good Elizabeth, whom age rendered less trusting than our children, 
could not restrain her tears, and over and over again she made 
us promise to exercise the greatest caution in our projected ex
pedition. 

It was nearly noon when we put to sea. At first we followed 
up the coast-line, but without making any discovery; the waves 
which rose against the horizon, and which our imagination clothecl 
with all the forms suggested by our hopes, were, for a considerable 
time, the only sight that greeted ns. It was a momentary illu ion, 
which tbe first breath of wind scattered into foam. r everthcless, 
we were so sure of having heard the seven gun.s, that we did not 
lose our courage, and continued rowing along the shore, when, 
suddenly, on doubling the rocky promontory which bad previously 
covered us, we discovered a noble European vessel, repo. ing 
majestically on her anchors, with a boat alongside of her, and 
recognized her, from the flag flying at her stern, as an English 
ship. 

Iu vain shonlJ. I attempt to express the emotions which then 
filled our hearts . We rai eel our bands anJ. eyes towards heaven, 
and in this simple action a cencled prayer of faith and grati
tude to Goel. Had I Leen willing to tru t Frederick, he would 
liave flung himself into the water and swam to the ves cl; but J 
detained him, representing the danger into which his impetuosity 
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unght plu1we him. For, in truth, we had no cvitleu1..:e that 

the t.hip before ns wa really English ; it wa very 

po:sible that )1a1ay cor air::; had had re<.;oun;e to an 

artful :tratn.gem, and mac.le u. e of the colour · of an -

b}uropean nation to carry out their nefariou pro-

jects the more completely an<l beguiling the 

imprudent but unfortuna1 e victims who 

tru. ted to the well-known flag. 

We remained in the 

cove from whence we 

had cli. coverell the ship; 

I thought the safest means 

was in Lhe first place to 

reconnoitre her thorough

ly from a di ·ta.nee, 

and not to 

approach her 

nearer until 

our con- ,,; 
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titlence ,, n re-c~ta.bli, hc1l. 
\Y c couhl bee very clearly all ll1aL pa::;!->ell on board the ve ·bel 
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Two tents, we also discovered, had been erected on the shore; und 
tables loaded with fruit, joints of meat roasting before immense 
fires, and men moving about in every direction, gave to the wh ole 
scene the appearance of an organized camp. Two sentineh; paced 
to and fro on the deck of the ship, and the moment they perceived 
us, gave information to the captain, who immediately came upon 
the quarter-deck, and directed his telescope towards us. 

'' They are Europeans ! " cried Frederick; " that is evident 
enough ! Look at the captain's face and figure ! Malay pirates 
would be copper-coloured, and besides, would hardly be attired in 
an English uniform." 

Though I felt that Frederick's remark was just, I did not feel 
completely reassured. We still hovered about the bay, manceuver
ing our canoe with all the dexterity we were capable of. We 
began singing one of our national songs, and, when we had :finished, 
I shouted through my speaking-tube, "Welcome! brave English
men!" 

No reply was made, for, as we afterwards learned, the manwu,Tes 
of our canoe, and our strange attire, led the English to mistake us 
for savages. The captain made signs for us to approach, holding 
out knives, scissors, bead-necklaces, and similar articles, to ·which 
the ru<le inhabitants of uncivilized lands are usually very partial. 

vVe laughed at the mistake, but did not judge proper to ad
vance; we had convinced ourselves of the friendly dispositions of 
our new-comers, but wished to appear before them with greater 
pomp and dignity. We therefore shouted once more the magic 
words, "Welcome, Englishmen ! " that they might understand we 
had recognized them, and then disappeared with all the swiftness 
we could put into our oars . The joy we felt redoubled our 
energies; we understoo<l that the morro,v would inaugurate a new 
era for us, and that the limits of our existence would be donble<l 
iu extent from the moment our relations with our kiml wen· 
renewed. 

We lauded at Fakou's-Nest, where our clear ones awaiteLl us OJJ 

tlte shore, impatient to know the issue of our expedition. 
Our pruclence was approved ; Miss Jenny alone, anilllatcJ 

with a strong conviction that her father was on Loar<l the ship, 
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coulc.l not u11Llcn;taucl our reserve, anc.l was sorry that we prolonge<l 

to the encl our little come<ly . l\ly wife, on the other hand, 

bpeeially praiscc.l us for not having presented ourselves before 

~tnrngen, i11 so petty a craft as the ea.jack . 

" That, in truth," saiLl she, laughing, "would have been to 

give a sony ic.lea of our forces, and of the importance of our estab

li ·hment. You mu::;t take the handsomest of your boats on such 

an occasion, that the English captain may not think he has to deal 

with wretched castaways ! " 

I could not help smiling at my wife's little vanity : however, it 

was decided that, next morning, the pinnaee should be rigged, and 

convey all the family, in holiday attire, to the anchorage of the 

English vessel. 
vVe were on the eve of too great and important an event not to 

eherish an infinite variety of projects . Each had his own, and all 

were more fanta ·tic and more extravagant tban the others . I, 

without sharing the enthrn,iasm of my young companions, was not 

le:-,s pre-occupied, and in a very lively manner, by the probable 

conseL1uences of the step ,ve were about to take. I could not make 

up my rnirnl to abandon my patriarehal life-the buildings I liac.l 

erectec.l-ancl the establishments which had become Llear to me 

from the thought and labour I had involved; nor did my wife look 

forward to a frm;h voyage except with feelings of excessive repug

nance . All our projects, however, were as yet nothing more than 

Llrearns; for, in the first place, we had to ascertain the disposition 

of the English captain, and the amount of assistance he might be 

willing to afford u . 

"\Ye ·pent a whole clay in equipping our shallop, anu. loau.ing her 

with pre cuts for the captain : we con ·ic.lercu. it a point of honour 

to how him that those whom he had taken for rucle savages were 

not mrnccustomec.l to the refinements of civilization. 

At length the sun ro ·e, and we set sail; the weather was rnagui

licent; "c unf'urlccl all our cauvas; ancl l!'retleriek prc<;ctled u · i11 

l Ii:-; l'auue as pilot. ~ly wile autl J euny ·were attircll as sailors; 

Erne:-,t, Hutlly, antl l\\it6 adcll as the new; I, myself', was ·catel1 

at the helm. '\Ve ]1acl loac.lctl our eannous aml mu. kcts, and, U} 

,, ay of pre<.:aution, hac.l arrnugcc.l on the <.:abin-tleck all our arms of 
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attack and defence., Rwords, pikes, axes, an1l the like. ,v e relied 
upon the friendly intentions of the Engfo;h; but, if they deceived 
us, were prepared to sell our lives very dearly . 

As soon as we got near enough to distinguish the vessel clearly, 
a sudden emotion thrilled through all of us; my sons were silent 
with expectation and delight. 

" Hoist the English flag! " I shouted, with the voice of a 
Stentor; and in a moment an ensign, 
resembling the Union Jack wbich floated 
from the vessel's stern, waved from the 
mast-head of our pinnace. 

If we had become conscious of an ex
traordinary emotion on approaching an 
European vessel, the English were nnt 
less astonished at seeing a light bark 
skimming the waves before a favourable 
wind. Had they been pirates, it is pro
bable that, in this fir. t moment of con-

frn:;ion, we might have taken them at a great disad van tag;e. But 
shouts of welcome soon arose on either side, and we exchanged a 
series of friendly salutes. I joined Frederick in his canoe, and 
rowed towards the ship to pay our respects to its commander. 

He received ns with the frankness and cordiality characteristic 
of English seamen, and conducted us into his cabin, where, over a 
glass of wine, we cemented our newly-formed alliance. 

I related to him, as briefly as possible, the history of our ship
wreck, arnl of our ten years' residence upon the island. I also 
spoke to him of l\Iiss Jenny, and a 'keel him if he had ever heard 
of Colonel Montrose. Not only did our captain know the latter, 
but it was part of his in tructions to cruise in these latitudes, 
wl1ere three years previously the ship Dorcas, on board of which 
the governor's <laughter had sailetl, was supposed to 11:we been lo t, 
arnl tn ascertain, if possible. the particularH of lier fote. Oonf.:e
quently, he showed the greate -t ettgerness to see the youug 
maiden, and to bring her acquainted with the good news of which 
he was the bearer. 

He informed us that a hurricane of four days' duration had 

p, 
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driven him out of his course for Ryt1ney ::rn<l ITew South ·wnle., 

and had forced him to put in :.tt our islam1 to renew hi. ·npplies of 

wnocl ancl water. "You may imagine my astoni1;h111ent," he said, 

"wh n I hennl your two signal gun.·, to which we innnediately 

replie<L Next day, fresh firing convinced us that we were not 

alone upon this shore, but we resolved to wait until some favour

able opportunity arose of communicating with the inhabitant . 

J udo·e of my surprise to cfo,cover here an organized colony-almost 

a maritime power-who. e alliance I solicit, in the name of the 

:=;overeign and people of Great Britain." 

Ilis concluding word ma<1e us laugh heartily, and we cordially 

clasped the hand which Captain Littleton extended to us. 

~Icanwhile, the remaining members of my family were on board 

the pinnace; ,ve took leave of the captain, who, ordering his gig 

to h manned, :p edily followed us, nnd, in fact, reachecl om boat 

nearly as soon as ourselves. There he was receivecl with every 

cl mon. tration of r spect and friendship; 1i s Jenny literall) 

jumped with joy at the sight of a countryman, and of a frieml who 

could :peak to her of her father. 

rrhe captain had on board hi. vessel an English family, who bad 

suffered greatly from the fatigue of the voyage; it was that of Mr 

"\V olston, a cli.-tinguished mechani. t, and consisted of four persons 

-the father the mother, aml two daughters. 

My wife begged of Mr . . Wolston to come on shore, and pro

rni:--cd her that her family woulcl find at T nt-'fown a variety of 

omforts not to he obtained on board ship. Her invitation was 

accepted; we tool- leave of the ca.ptnin ,Yho would not con ·ent to 

pass a night away from hi. c;rew and carried with ns the "'\Volston 

family. 
:i\ly rc:ulcr. mu t imagine for themselv s the a. tonishment of the 

,Vobtons when th y Yi:ite<l onr various ,~tal>lishm nt., a1Hl the 

pritle with which we on our pa.rt, slwwe<l tl1em Tent-Town and 

tl1c grotto of Halt, the giant-tre or Falcon's- e. t, Pro. pect Hill, 

au,1 all the marYel:=; whi.eh were cro\\·tl d into our narrow t 'rri

torie:. In tl1 vcning a frugal repa. t, animated by the frankest 

gait'LY rc> -unitcd the t \\·o f:unili<" urnler the gal10ry of the grotto, 

arnl my wifo took care to arrang in the int<•rior, the n,part-
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ments and the beds which were to receive our new hosts for the 
night. 

ext morning l\Ir. W olston came to me, and affectionately 
pressing my hand,-

" My friend," said he, " I cannot express to you all the admira
tion which I feel at the wonders you have realized on those shores. 
The hand of Goel has been with you, and it is to His mercy you 
owe the happiness which you appear to enjoy, afar from the strife 
and tumult of the world-alone with your beloved family-sur
rounded by all the riches of creation. I have quitted England in 
search of a place of rest; where can I hope to find a more perfect 
repose than in this lovely region? If you consent, I sha11 esteem 
myself the most fortunate of men in being able to settle down in a 
corner of your domains." 

Mr. Wolston's proposal was ·what I had secretly but ardently 
llesirecl; I hastened to accept it, and to assure him that, instead of 
the corner which he so modestly demanded, I was only too remly 
to assign to him one-half of my patriarchal empire. 

"Providence," I said, "has bestowed upon this spot all its 
treasures in profuse abundance, and two families-1uiy: balf a 
hundred-might easily support themselves on its liberality." 

Mr. Walston then proceeded to inform his wife and daughtcrn 
of the agreement we had concluded, while I, on my part, conveyed 
the Rarne intimation to my family; and all the morning was con
secratecl to the joy and pleasure the good tidings cansed . 

-:-;:::;;;;;;;;:,;_~ . ~.::-.. ~ ) ONSIDERATIONS of a grave character, how-
~<, 'tf, I cl . d t t . cl -~ _ ~ .(,,.1 ever, 1 no cease o occupy my mm . 

,~·. - ::::, The ship now anchored off our shores 
was the firnt we had seen for a period 
of ten years; a Rimiln.r period might, 
and probn.bly would elapse, before we 
were visited by another; it was im
portant, therefore, we shouln clerive all 
the aclvantage posRible from. an oppor
tunity which might justly be called 

proviclential. In other words, ought we to rest satiRfiC'rt with 

In 
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allo\\·ing Captain Littleton to quit our shorcR, wi. hing him simply 

a :-mc:ce sf ul voyage '? 
'fhi. que, tion touchet1 the dearest interests of my beloved 

family. 
l\Iy ,,.ife did not wi h to return to Europe; I myself waR too 

strongly attached to my patriarchal life; besides, we were both 

growing old, anc1, fast approaching the age when peril and chance 

and change cea. e to be attractive, ant1 all ambitious desires give 

place to a yearning after repose and tranquillity. But, on the 

other hand, our children ·were young; life for them was only 

l>eginning; and I did not consider myself ju. tifiecl in depriving 

them, from a feeling of selfi h affection, of the advantages to be 

derived from . coming in contact with civilized society. l\Iiss 

.Jenny, too, now she had learned that her father was in England, 

could not conceal her anxiety to retmn to him. I regrett~cl the 

departure of this amiable young lady, arnl yet it ·was impossible for 

me to detain her. Finally, I re. olved to discuss the matter with 

my children, and ascertain their inclinations. I spoke to them of 

civilized Europe, of the re. ources of every kind offered by refinetl 

. ociety, and asked them whether they would rather embark with 

\1.ptain Littleton, or see them. elves cloomecl to spernl all their 

lives npon our i. lancl. 

Rudly and Erne. t exp re .. cd a strong de ire to remain : Erne. t, 

the man of science, had no need of the world while he could wrap 

him elf up in his beloved. tudie ; and Ruclly, the sportsman, found 

the territory of Falcon' -Nest wide enough for his hunting pro

cli vi tics. 
Frederick at fir. t made no reply, but I saw from his deep 

blu. hes that he wi:;;hccl to depart. I enconraged him to speak; 

he then confe. secl that he very much wi. heel to sec Europe a~ain; 

anll his young brother, whom from habit we still called "littlC' 

Fritz" informed u. that he wonltl very willino-ly accompany 

him. 
A. for l\Ii,. Jenny, it wa. ncc<ll e. s to (luc. tiou her; the yonng 

girl for tlncc <lay. , hail <lrcam 1l only of Eno-Janel. 

Thn. \\"U, the family of the ag 11 pa. tor cli . mernbcrccl; hrn of 

our , on. were ahout to quit us, arnl when we shoul1l . cc them 
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agam was m1certain. My goocl. Rlizalwth yieldecl. reluctnnt1y 
to tlie neces. ity; sl1e was a mother; she sacrificed herRelf 
to the future of her sons, and for all her objection shed bitter 
tears. 

Mr. W olston, on his part, likewise sundered his family! retain
ing with him but one of his daughters, while the other continued 
her route to I ew Holland . 

These family arrangements were painful; but as soon as they 
were decided upon, I hastened to bring them before the captain of 
the Uni'corn, without whose consent they could not be carried into 
execution. 

The cnptain agreed. with sincere pleasnre to receive on bonrcl 
our three pas engers. 

"1 give up tu you three persons," he remarked.: "Mr. nn(l frs. 
,v olston, ancl one of their dnughters; I tnk:e t11ree in tl1eir placeR; 
so that my quota remains unaltered." 

The Uni.corn remained at anchor another week, which we 
employed in preparing the cargo that was to make the fortune 
of our voyagers on their arrival in Europe. All the trcai::ure. 
we had collected-pearls, ivory, spices, furs, and other rare pro
clnctR-were packed up ancl sent on board the ship, wl1ich we 
likewise provided with freRh supplies of fruit, and fresh a.ml Rn lt 
meats. 

On the eve of the day of parting, and after ex 1rnn. ting in onP 
final conversation-not the grief with which our hearts were over
whelmed at the thought of a separation which, alas! might be 
eternal, bnt all that my re, tleRs affection and experience couhl 
irnggeAt as calculatell to enlighten and warn my sonR respecting the 
perils of their new career-I placed. in Frederick', hnndR the ruann
Rcript containing the story of our shipwreck and our establi. hment 
on theRe desert coasts; I gave him express injunctionR to publi, h 
ii at the earliest opportunity; and thi. deRire on my part, free 
from nll feeling. of vanity or love of reno\\'n had nu other objec:t 
or hope than that the work might prove of utility, by furnishing 
the young with lc:-.sons of morality, from the patience, c:ourage, 
and per::;evemnce a OhriHtian family, in hum hle re, ignation to the 
will of' Proviclence, liail exhihite<l for upwal=cls of te11 years under 

.i 
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very rernarka11e conditions. May a father's heart, some clay, 

derive encouragement from the manner in which we supported 

our many sorrows-sorrows of no ordinary kind ! And, above all, 

may the young learn from this narrative of our labours and our 

enterpri. es of what high value a varied knowledge, however 

acquired, may prove to him who possesses it, and who has not 

allowed himself to be diverted from the pursuit of informa

tion by the absurd question: "Of what use will this be to 

me?" 

I have not written this plain story as elegantly as a man of 

letter. would have written it, and all my remarks may not be 

theoretically correct; because we were placed in a wholly excep

tional po ition, and were compelled to do what we could with the 

resources at our dis:r,0sal. But it seems to me three things provrd 

of special importance to us in our manifold enterpdses: first, an 

implicit submission to the will of God; second, a determined 

resolution, which did not flinch before any difficulty; and, lastly, 

a con tant exercise of all the intelligence, strength, and agacity 

with which I atnre had endowed us. 

one of us slept on that last memorable night. 

At daybreak, a gun from the ship summoned every one on 

hoard. We conducted our children to the shore, where they re

ceivecl our last bles..c1ngs, our last farewells; then they cm barketl 

aboard the Yc,scl; the anchors were raised, the sails unfurle<l, the 

flag hoistetl at the mainma t-head, and a fresh wind bore afar from 

ns our children ! 

I will not attempt to paint my dear Elizabeth's sorrow; it was 

a mother' grief, . ilent but profound: a long as she could per

cciYe the . hip which carried away her children, he rernainetl upon 

the L hore, to weep and pray. :Iy sons, Rudly and Ernest, wept 

also as the sails of the ves. cl disappeared. As for mysC'lf, con

cealing in my heart the bitter ang-ui h I suffered, and affecting a 

courno-e which I did not really feel, I took my wife by the harnl, 

and led her from the mournful . cene: we re-enterc<l our abotle

oh, how de:olate, how melancholy it lookecl ! 

I nm ha. tily writing thi clo. incr page, while the captain's boat 

1~ dctaine,1 on shore hy some :final :nrangements. T n nn hour it 

,~2) 44 



690 LAST WORDS. 

will convey these last lines, containing my last blessings, to my 
helovecl sons. l\Iay God be with them and us! 

Farewell, J~urope ! Farew.ell, dear native land, w hi.ch I sball 
never sec again l 1\foy thy in l1abit.ants be ever happy, pious, and 
free l 
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Post Sn>, cloth P.xtra. Price 2s. 

Gibraltar and its Sieges. With a Description or itc; Tatural 
Features. \\"ith 18 Full-pa,c;e Illustrations. Post Svn, cloth extra. Price ?S . 

••• 

T E M P E R A N C E P R I Z E TA L ES, 
Sought and Saved. A Talc. Hy Misc; ,r. A. PAuu, Author 

of" l'im"s Troubles; or, Tried and True,"" The \'i,·ians of \Voodifnnl,'' S.:,· 
\\'ith 6 Engra\'ings . Post ""o, cloth extra. Price ~s. 6cl. 

Lionel Franklin's Victory. Hy E. \TA'- SmorER. With ri 
l n~ra, in;..s. Post 0

\''J, c-loth extra. Price 3s. Gd . 

Frank Oldfield; or, Lost ancl Found. Dy the ReY. T. T'. Wn c;cy·,, 
\I. \ . \\'ith s l'n;.;raYings. Post 8,·o, cloth. Price 3s. Gel. 

Tim's Troubles; or, Tried aml True. By :\I. A. PAULL. With 
5 En;..ra, ings. Post 8\'0, cloth. Price 3s. Gel. 

True to his Colours; or, The Life that Wears Dcc;t. By the 
Re,. T. l'. \\-11. ·n ·. \I.,\., Vicar of Pa,enham, Author of '· Frank ()Jelfield; 
nr, L:)~t and FounJ." \\ ith 6 Illustration~. Post 8,n, cloth. Price 3,. Gd 

Amos Huntingdon. A Talc illustratin: or ,ror:1l ~ouragc, with 
Fx mplL' t keen f "1 PL. I Life. l:y the Pc,. I I' \\"11 "'J , ;\T. ,\ . \\'ith 
6 lllu,rr.1tion . l' ,1 t "'·, !,,th. 1'1·ice , . lid. 



NEW SERIES OF EIGHTEENPENNY BOOKS. 
Royal 18mo, cloth. 

Each with Frontispiece Printed in Oil Colours. 

The Fisherman's Boy; or, "All ha Ye not the same Gifts." 
History of Good Dog Fanny and Tuft the Canary. With other Stories, all true. By l\Irs. GASKELL. 

The Cockatoo's Story. By ~frs . GEORGE CuPPLEs . 
Hymns for Infant Minds, and Original Hymns for Sunday Schools. By ANN and ]A~E TAYLOR, 

Original Poems for Infant Minds. By Ax:'-< and JANE TAYLOR. 
Johnny; or, IIow a Little Boy Learned to he ·wise ancl Good. By i\lrs. II. C. Ki-;JGHT, Author of "Jane Taylor: Her Life and \\'riling<' cc. 

NEW SERIES OF SHILLING BOOKS, 
Royal 18mo, cloth. 

Each with Frontispiece Printed in Oil Colours. 

Laura's Impulses ; or, Principle a . 'afer Guide than Feeling. 
Little Crosses ; or, "Let Patience ha Ye her Perfect '\York." 
Rhymes for the Nursery. By 1\xx ancl JAx1c TAYLOR. 
The Harrington Girls ; or, Faith anc1 Patience. A Tale. Dy SoP11v \V1:--T11ROP. 

Kitty's Knitting Needles- The One Moss Rose. By the l~ev. P. B. PO\IER. 

Godliness with Contentment is Great Gain. 

NEW SERIES OF SIXPENNY BOOKS. 
18mo, cloth. 

Ea ch with Frontispiece Printed in Oil Colours. 

Amy Harrison; or, IIeaYenly Seed and IleaYenly De"·· 
Dreaming Susy, anc1 other Stories. 
A Mother's Blessing, and other Stories. 
Children of the Kingdom, ancl other Stories. 
The Old Castle, and other Stories. 
Little Cross-BearePs, and other . tories. 

T. NFLSO,\" AJ\'/J S().'\'S, f.O.\'flO,\: Ffll.\'IJ{'RCH, AJ\'D .t\"F1:· J'ORl.: 
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